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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 
Education  of  Children  Bill — Considered  in  Committee    8 

Clause  1. 

Amendment  proposed — 

In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  1  hundred,'  to  insert  the  words  '  and  five.' " 
(Mr.  George  Whiteley.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Tomlinson  (Preston) ...      10      Sir  F.  S.  Powell    12 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell  ( Wigan). . .     11       Colonel    Pilkington  {Lancashire, 

Newton)    12 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  and  five '  be  there  inserted." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  10 ;  Noes,  163— (Division  List  No.  160.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

In  page  1,  line  7,  to  leave  ont  the  word  •  twelve,'  and  insert  the  words 
"eleven  years  and  six  months.'  " — (Mr.  George  Whiteley.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Wylie  (Dumbartonshire)  16       Sir  A.  Hickman  (Wolverhampton, 

Mr.  Tennant  (Berwickshire)  18  W.)   23 

Mr.  Tomlinson  (Preston)  ...  18  Mr.  J.  Wilson  (Durham,  Mid)  23 
Vtscounl  Cranborne  (Roches-  Mr.  Arnold  (Halifax)    ...       ...  24 

ter)    19       Mr.  George  Whiteley    24 

Mr.  Middlemore  (Birming-  The  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 

ham,  N.)    20  mittee  of  Council  on  Education 

Colonel  Mellor  (Lancashire,  — (Sir  John  Gorst,  Cambridge 

Radcliffe)    20  University)   24 

Sir  Albert  Rollit  (Islington,  Mr.  Tomlinson   24 

S.)    21       Mr.  George  Whiteley    24 

Colonel  PUkington  (Lanca- 
shire, Newton)  ...       ...  22 

Question  put — "That  the  word  'twelve'  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  177 ;  Noes  18.    (Division  List,  No.  161.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  6,  after  '  shall,'  to  insert  '  except  where  any 
bye-laws  under  the  Elementary  Education  Acts,  1870  to  1897,  shall  from  time  to 
time  otherwise  provide.'" — (Mr.  Tomlinson.) 

Question  proposed  : — "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hants,  N.) ...  27       Mr.  Tomlinson   28 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell   27       Sir  Albert  Rollit    29 

Mr.  Robson  (South  Shields)  27  Captain  Pretyman  (Suffolk,  Wood- 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn                 bridge)    29 

Regis)   28 

•  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  at  the  end  to  add  the  words,  '  Provided  .also 
that  the  local  authority  for  any  rural  district,  may,  by  bye-law  for 
any  parish  within  their  district,  fix  13  years  as  the  minimum  age  for  ex- 
emption from  school  attendance  in  the  case  of  children  to  be  employed  in  agri- 
culture, and  that  in  such  parish  such  children  over  11  and  under  13  years  of  age 
who  have  passed  the  standard  fixed  for  partial  exemption  from  school  attend- 
ance by  the  bye-laws  of  the  local  authority  shall  not  be  required  to  attend  school 
more  than  250  times  in  any  year.  Such  bye-law  shall  have  effect  as  a  bye-law 
made  under  Section  74  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870,  and  all  Acts 
amending  the  same.  The  local  authority  shall  be  the  local  authority  fixed  by 
Section  7  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1876.'  "—(Mr.  Robson.) 

Discussion  : — 

Sir    William   Hart   Dyke  Mr.  Jeffreys    35 

(Kent,  Dartford)         ...     33       Mr.  Yoxall  (Nottingham,  W.)    ...  36 
Major  Bosch  (Essex,  S.E.). . .  34 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  In  line  1.  to  leave  out  the  words  '  local  authority  for  any  rural  district,' 
in  order  to  insert  words  '  county  council  of  any  county.' '  — {Captain  Bethell.) 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  John  Gorst    37  Mr.    Grant  Lawson  (York, 

N.R.,  Thirsk)    38 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  In  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  rural.'  "—(Mr.  George  Whitelty.) 

Discussion  : 


Captain  Pretyman...       ...  39  Mr.  Robson      ...       ...       ...  41 

Mr. Cripps(Gloucester, Stroud)  40  Viscount  Cranborne       ...        ...  41 

Sir  John  Lubbock  (London  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  ...        ...  41 

University)       ...       ...  40  Mr.  Tomlinson  ...       ...       ...  41 

Sir  John  Gorst    40       Major  Rasch    41 


Question,  "  That  the  word  stand  part  of  the  Amendment,"  put  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment— 

"  In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  to  be  employed  in  agriculture,'  in  order 
to  insert  the  words  *  not  employed  in  any  factory  or  workshop.'  "-(Mr.  George 
Whiteley.)-  instead  thereof. 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Gem-ge  Whiteley       ...     42       Sir  John  Gorst   42 

Viscount  Craiiborne  ...  42 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  '  to  be  employed  in  agriculture  '  stand  part  of 
the  proposed  Amendment." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  245  ;    Noes,  26.    (Division  List,  No.  162.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  line  4,  after  'agriculture  '  to  add  "any  npeiationa  connected  there- 
with.'"— (Mr.  Gallotcay.) 

Amendment  negatived. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  all  after  '  shall,'  and  insert,  '  be  entitled  to  a 
certificate  or  certificates  of  exemption  from  attendance  for  any  period  or  periods 
not  exceeding  three  months  in  all  during  any  one  year,  if  it  be  shown  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  local  authority  that  the  child  will  obtain  suitable  employment 
during  the  periods  of  exemption,  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  authority,  the 
child  has  made  good  attendance  prior  to  such  period.'  "—(Mr  Giles.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Grey  (West  Ham,  iV.)     46       Captain  Pretyman    47 

Colonel    Lock  wood    (Essex,  Sir  John  Gorst  ...        ...        ...  48 

Epping)   47 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  12,  at  end,  to  add, '  Provided  also  that  a  child  shall 
be  entitled  to  obtain  partial  exemption  from  school  attendance,  on  attaining  the 
age  of  twelve  years,  if  such  child  has  made  three  hundred  attendances  in  not 
more  than  two  schools  during  each  year  for  five  preceding  years  whether  con- 
secutive or  not.'  ''—(Mr.  Rutherford.) 

Discission  : — 

Sir  John  Gorst    48       Mr.  George  IVhMey    48 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  add  the  words  *  provided  also  time  if  it  is 
shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  local  educational  authority  that  the  earnings 
of  any  child  al>ove  the  age  of  11  years  are  necessary,  by  reason  of  the  poverty 
of  the  parents,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  said  child,  the  said  educational 
authority  may  in  such  cases  grant  a  certificate  exempting  such  child  from  the 
operation  of  this  Act."— (Colonel  Mel  lor.) 

Discussion  : — 


Mr.  Robson 

...  50 

Mr.  Duckworth  (Lancashire,  Mid- 

Colonel  Mellor 

...  51 

dleton) 

53 

Sir  J.  Gorst 

...  51 

Mr.  Grant  Lawson 

53 

Mr.  Tomlinson 

,..  51 

Mr.  Seton-Karr  (St.  Helens)      . . . 

54 

Mr.  George  IVhiteley 

...  51 

Mr.  Herbert  JfTiiteley 

54 

Mr.  Ilohson 

..  52 

Colonel  Pilkington 

55 

Mr.  George  WhUeley 

...  52 

Mr.  Setim-Karr 

56 

Colonel  Mellor 

...  52 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes  63  ;  Noes  229.— (Division  List,  No.  163.) 
Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  1,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.  G.  WliiteUy   D9 

Mr.  Robson  rose  in  his  place,  ahd  claimed  to  move,  "  That  tho  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes  263 ;  Noes  26.— (Division  List  No.  164.) 
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Question,  "That  Clause  1,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put 
accordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress :  to  sit  again  upon  Wednesday  next. 

Fine  or  Imprisonment  (Scotland  and  Ireland)  (re-committed)  Bill- 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  without  Amendment.  JBill  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed    63 

Metropolis  Management  Acts  Amendment  (Bye-Laws  Bill)  [Lords.]— 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow  ...       ...       ...       ...  63 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  (England  and  Ireland)  Bill— Read  a  second 

time,  and  committed  for  Friday      63 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains — Bill  to  amend  the  Metropolis  Manage- 
ment Act  with  respect  to  Sewers  and  Drains,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  James  Stuart  and  Mr.  John  Burns    63 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill— Dr.  Clark,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Dr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Galloway,  Mr.  Heath,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr. 
Brynmor  Jones,  Sir  Francis  Sharp  Powell,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Mr.  Schwann,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot,  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  Mr.  Henry  J. 
Wilson  nominated  Members  of  the  Select  Comitteee  on  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records.  Ordered  That  five  be  the  quorum. 
— (Sir  William  Walr&nd.)    63 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains  Bill— To  Amend  the  Metropolis  Manage- 
ment Act  with  respect  to  Sewers  and  Drains.  Presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
(Bill  223.)    64 

Public  Petitions  Committee— Fifth  Report  brought  up,  and  read;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  64 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Six  of  the  clock. 


LORDS:  THURSDAY,  1st  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied 
with: — Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  14)  [Lords];  Gas  and 
Water  Orders  Confirmation  [Lords];  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
•  [Lords] ;  Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  [Lords]   65 

•  And  the  Certificate  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with  :  Shirebrook  and  District  Gas.  The  same 
were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table   65 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill — Read  the  second  time,  and  committed : 

The  Committees  to  be  propped  by  the  Committee  of  Selections         I  s«*  65 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


TABLE  OP  CONTENTS.  ad 
June  1.]  Page 

Great  Central  Railway  Bill — Read  the  second  time,  and  committed  :  The 

Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection    65 

South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Companies 
Bill — Read  the  second  time,  and  committed  :  The  Committee  to  oe  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  65 

South-Eastern  Railway  Bill— Read  the  second  time,  and  committed  :  The 

Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  ...       ...  65 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  and 

sent  to  the  Commons  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  65 

Sunderland  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  and 

sent  to  the  Commons  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  66 

Orowboronffh  District  Water  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  with  the  Amend- 
ments; further  Amendments  made;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons    66 

Leith  Harbour  and  Docks  Bill,  South  Staffordshire  Stipendiary  Jus- 
tices Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  the  first  time ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  66 

\  Metropolitan  Water  Companies  Bill — Returned  from  the  Commons  with 

the  Amendments  agreed  to    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  66 

X  Burley-in  Wharf edale  Urban  District  Water  Bill  —  Returned  from 

the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to    66 

KHuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill- 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to    66 

XWoodhouse  and  Oonisbrough  Railway  (Abandonment)  Bill— Returned 

from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to        ...       ...       ...  66 

Pilotage  Provisional  Order  Bill — The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  withdrawn ;  the  Order  made 
on  the  1 2th  of  May  last  discharged ;  and  Bill  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House   66 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  9)  Bill  [Lords]— Committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow      ...       ...       ...       ...  66 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill  [Lords]*— Committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow     ...       ...       ...       ...  66 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill  [Lords]— Committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow      ...       ...       ...       ...  66 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Liverpool) 

Bill  [Lords] — Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next    —    67 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London) 
Bill — Committed.  The  Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection    67 

G&s  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]— Committed  to  a  Committee 

of  the  whole.  House   ...  67 
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Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]— Committed.  The  Committee 

to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection    67 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]  —Committed  to  a  Committee  of 

the  whole  House        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  67 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill  [Lords]— To  be  read 

the  second  time  to-morrow   67 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]— To  be  read  the  second 

time  to-morrow         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    67 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]— To  be  read  the  second 

to-morrow    67 

Tramway  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords]— To  be  read  the  second 

time  to-morrow         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  67 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill  (No.  101)—  Brought 
from  the  Commons  ;  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners    67 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill  (No.  102)— Brought 
from  the  Commons ;  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners    67 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill  (No.  103)— Brought 
from  the  Commons;  read  the  first  time;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners    67 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill  (No.  104)— Brought 
from  the  Commons;  read  the  first  time;  to  be  printed;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners    68 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill  (No.  106)— Brought 
from  the  Commons ;  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners    68 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

The  Lord  Chanceli/)R  acquainted  the  House  that  the  following  Papers,  having 
been  commanded  to  be  presented  to  this  House  by  Her  Majesty,  had  been 
so  presented  on  the  following  dates  by  delivery  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments,  pursuant  to  Order  of  the  House  of  the  17th  February, 
1896,  viz.  :— 

1.  Trade  Reports — (Annual  Series) :  No.  2663,  Germany  (Hamburg); 
No.  2664,  Russia  (Batoum  and  District) ;  No.  2265,  Russia  (Tagan- 
rog);  No.  2266,  Netherlands  (Amsterdam);  No.  2267,  Western 
Pacific  (Tonga) ;  No.  2268,  Italy  (Genoa  and  District) ;  No.  2269, 
Greece  (Ionian  Islands)  ;  No.  2270,  Turkey  (Salonica);  No.  2271, 
Switzerland  (May  25);  No.  2272,  Germany  (The  Grand  Duchy 
Baden);  No.  2273,  Turkey  (Tripoli) ;  No.  2274,  Italy  (Elba); 
No.  2275,  Paraguay ;  No.  2276,  France  (Saigon  etc.) ;  No.  2277, 


Japan ;  No.  2278,  Spain  (Canary  Islands)  (May  31st)    68 

2.  Wine  Duties— Correspondence  respecting  the  increase  in  the  wine 

duties   68 
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3.  British  South  Africa  Compaq — Correspondence  with  Mr.  C.  J. 

Rhodes  relating  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the  Bechuanaland 
Railway    68 

4.  Local  Taxation  (Royal  Commission) — Minutes  of  evidence :  Volume 

III   68 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Fisheries  (Scotland) — .Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for 

Scotland,  being  for  the  year  1898 ;  Part  II.  Report  on  Salmon  Fisheries  69 

Education  Department  (South- Western  Division)— Goneral  Report  for 

the  year  1898,  by  A.  Rankine,  Esq.,  Chief  Inspector    69 

Colonies  (Annual)  No.  260.— Niger  (West  African  Frontier  Force);  Reports 

for  1897-98      69 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896. — Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway  Commis- 
sioners and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  authorising 
the  construction  of — 

1.  Light  railways  in  the  counties  of  Glamorgan  and  Brecon  between 

Raynor,  Dowlais,  and  Merthyr  Tydfil. 

2.  A  light  railway  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  and  County  of  Kent  between 

Queenborough  Station  and  Leysdown. 

3.  Light  railways  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  from  Uxbridge  to  Hanwell.  69 
Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

India  (Examinations). — Regulations  for  examinations  for  the  Civil  Service 

of  India    69 

Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870. — Report  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  as  to  dispensing  with  the  consents  of  the  Sevenoaks  Rural  District 
Council  and  the  Hildenborough  Parish  Council  in  the  case  of  the  Tonbridge 
Gas  Provisional  Order    69 

Gas  Companies  (Metropolis). — Accounts  of  the  Metropolitan  Gas  Companies 

for  the  year  1898    69 

Harwich  Harbour. — Abstract  of  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure  of 
Harwich  Harbour  Conservancy  Board,  to  31st  day  of  March,  1899  ;  with 
report  on  proceedings,  etc   69 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894  and  1896. — Order  dated  the  18th  of  May, 
1899,  No.  5944,  revoking  Order  No.  5920,  which  prohibited  the  convey- 
ance of  animals  by  the  ss.  Hindustan  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  69 

Polling  Districts  (County  of  Carnarvon). — Order  made  by  the  County 
Council  of  Carnarvon  dividing  into  two  parts  the  Permorfa  polling  district 
of  the  county   ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  70 

Factory  and  Workshop  (White  Lead  Factories). — Special  rules  with 

regard  to  the  employment  of  persons  in  white  lead  factories    70 

Public  Records  (Admiralty  Department). — Fifth  Schedule  containing  a 
list  and  particulars  of  classes  of  documents  which  have  been  removed  from 
the  office  of  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  deposi- 
ted in  the  Public  Record  Office,  but  which  arc  not  considered  of  sufficient 
public  value  to  justify  their  preservation  therein ;  laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Aot),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         ...  .„  .70 
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PETITION. 

Municipal  Corporations  (Borough  Funds)  Act,  1872. — Petition  for 
amendment  of ;  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Budleigh  Salterton,  in 
the  County  of  Devon ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    70 

Jones's  Divorce  Bill  [h.l.] — Amendment  reported  (according  to  order),  and 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow   70 

Anchors  and  Chain  Gables  Bill — Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — {The  Earl  of  Dudley)    ...  70 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  second  time  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House      71 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  (1889)  Extension  Bill— Bead  the 
third  time  (according  to  Order) ;  an  Amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons   71 

Pine  or  Imprisonment  (Scotland  and  Ireland)  Bill— Brought  from  the 

Commons ;  read  the  first  time ;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  100.)  ...  71 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS,  THURSDAY,  1st  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords].  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  complied  with.)  Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of 
the  following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  first 
reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Bexhill 
and  St.  Leonards  Tramroads  Bill ;  Bury  Corporation  Water  Bill ;  Church 
Stretton  Water  Bill ;  Furness  Railway  Bill ;  Gainsborough  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  (Gas)  Bill ;  Great  Yarmouth  Water  Bill ;  Humber  Con- 
servancy Bill ;  Leigh-on-Sea  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Loughborough 
Corporation  Bill ;  Paisley  and  Barrhead  District  liailway  Bill ;  Port 
Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  Bill ;  Salford  Corporation  Bill ;  Wakefield 
Corporation  Bill.    Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time        ...  72 

Private  Bills  [Lords].  (No  Standing  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  applicable.)  Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
are  applicable,  viz.  : — Colonial  and  Foreign  Banks  Guarantee  Fund  Bill ; 
Hampstcad  Church  (Emmanuel  West  End)  Bill  :  Mersey  Docks  and  Har- 
bour Board  (Finance)  Bill ;  St.  Neot's  Water  Bill ;  Stretford  Gas  Bill ; 
Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours  Bill.  Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time    72 
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Provisional  Order  Bills.  (Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with.) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one 
of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the 
Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with, 
viz. :  —  Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working 
Classes)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Gas)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  6)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill ;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be 
read  a  second  time  To-morrow      ...       ...       ...       ...    73 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (No  Standing  Orders  Applicable) — Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred 
on  the  first  reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable,  viz  : — Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  1)  Bill;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(Poor  Law)  Bill.  Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow  73 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  not  Previously  Inquired 
into  not  complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  first 
reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  not  been  complied  with,  viz. — 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  (Pilotage)  Bill  [Lords].— Ordered, 

that  the  Report  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  73 

Belfast  Corporation  Bill. — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed   73 

Cambridge  University  and  Town  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Glastonbury  Water 
Bill  [Lords] ;  Queen's  Perry  Bridge  Bill  [Lords].— Read  a  third  time 


Hull,  Barnsley,  and  West  Riding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock  Bill 

[Lords] ;  St.  Albans  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. — As  amended,  considered ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  74 

London  Water  (Purchase)  Bill. — Order  of  the  day  for  the  second  reading 

read    74 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  second  reading  be  dischrnged." — 
(Mr.  Stuart.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Whitmore  (Chelsea)  ...  74  Mr.  Stuart  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)...  75 
ilfr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N.)      75         Mr.  Boulnois  (Marylebone,  E.)...  75 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  discharged,  and  Bill  withdrawn. 

Friends'  Provident  Institution  Bill  [Lords]  (Stamp  Duties)— Committee 
to  consider  of  authorising  the  imposition  of  certain  Stanip  Duties  upon 
certain  Memorials  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  relating  to  the 
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"5.  £287,628,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Superannuations  and  Retired 
Allowances. 

"  6.  £2,130,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Merchant  Seamen's  Fnnd  Pensions. 

"7.  £786  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 
Allowances. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow.  . 
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Class  II. 

"2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,446,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  in  England." 

"3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £67,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  tho 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Mint,  including  the  expenses  of  Coinage." 

"4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,274,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Debt  Office." 

"5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries  . 
and  Expenses  of  the  Public  Record  Office." 

"6.  That  a  mm,  not  exceeding  £13,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Establishment  under  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners." 

"  7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £26,884,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  the  Registrar- General  of  Births, 
&c,  in  England." 

"  8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £36,393,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Works  and 
Public  Buildings." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — (Sir 
WiUiam  WaXrond) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  accordingly  at  a  quarter  before  Ten  of  the  clock. 
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complied  with.)— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  follow- 
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House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 
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Sotth  African  Republic — The  Killing  of  Mr.  Edgar — Question,  Mr. 
Griffith  (Anglesea) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)  182 

j  French  Claims  on  China — Question,  Sir  Edward  Sassoon  (Hythe) ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey, 
Guildford)   183 

Inland  Revenue — Stamping  of  Advertisement  Orders— Question,  Mr. 
Hazell  (Leicester) ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach,  Bristol,  W.)   183 

Royal  Commission  on  Indian  Expenditure— Question,  Sir  Mancherjee 
Bhownaggree  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)  ...  •    184 

Indian  Sugar  Trade  —Question,  Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar) ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)...  185 

Business  of  the  House — Questions,  Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar),  Mr.  Boulnois 
(Marylebone,  E.),  Mr.  J.  Morley  (Montrose),  Mr.  J.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.), 
Sir  \V.  Lawson  (Cumberland,  Coekermouth),  Mr.  J.  Redmond  (Water- 
ford),  Captain  Pretyman  (Suffolk,  WoodbridgeV  Mr.  Drage  (Derby) ; 
Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.)   185 

1'UBLIC  HUM  NESS. 
SUPPLY  [12th  Allotted  Day].— Considered  in  Committee. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed  - 

t..  "That  a  snju,  not  exceeding  £1.32,732,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sura  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  theSalaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  (Jovernment  Board. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board." — (Mr.  PiekersgiU.) 

Discussion  : — 

The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr. 
Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Ska- 
ford)   

Mr.Pickersgill(BethnalGreen, 

S.W.)   

Mr.  Channing  (Northamp- 
ton, E.)  

Mr.  Chaplin 
Mr.  Channing 

Mr.  Chaplin   

Mr.  Channing 
Mr.  Hazell  (Leicester) 
Sir  Walter  Foster  (Derby, 


Mr.  Chaplin     ...       ...  ... 

one 

otr  rr  alter  rosier 

Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton)  ... 

AAA 

209 

iy«j 

jyir.  L/fiapttn     ...       ...  ... 

Mr.  Labouchere  ...       ...  ... 

213 

196 

Sir  William  Earcourt  (Monmouth- 

shire, W.)   

215 

198 

Mr.  Bayley  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 

199 

field)  ...   

215 

199 

Mr.  Chaplin 

216 

205 

Mr.  Bayley   

216 

205 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)  

216 

206 

Mr.  Labouchere  ... 

217 

Mr.  Charming  

218 

206 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)   

218 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

The  Committee  divided ;  Ayes,  59  ;  Noes,  190.    (Division  List  No.  168.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  to  £500,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board." — {Sir  Albert  Bollit.) 

Discussion — 

Mr.  Gray  (West  Ham,  N.)  223 
Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice  (Wilts, 

Cricklade)    224 

Mr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N.)  225 
Sir  F.  S.  Powell  (Wigan). . .  225 
Sir  Walter  Foster  (Derby, 

Ilkeston)    226 

General  Laurie  (Pembroke 

and  Haverfordwest)     ...  227 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £50,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board. ' — (Mr.  Samuel  Smith.) 


The  President  of  tlie  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 

Sir  Albert  Rollit  (Isling- 
ton, S.)   

Mr.  Chaplin  

Mr.  Gray   

Mr.  Mendl  (Plymouth) 


227 

228 
228 
228 
231 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Flower  (Bradford,  West) 

Mr.  William  Jones  (Car- 
narvon, Arfon).. . 

Mr.  Drage  (Derby) 

Mr.  Trevelyan  (York,  W.  R., 
Elland)   

Mr.  Hazell  (Leicester)  ... 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  (Tyrone, 

S.)   

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness) 

Mr.     Lowhs  (Shoreditch, 

Haggersfon) 
LordE.  Fitzmaurice  (Wilts, 

Cricklade)   


239       Mr.    Middlemore  (Binning 

ham,  N.) 
242       Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  East) 
244       The  President  of  the  Local  Govern 

ment  Board  (Mr.  Chaplin,  Lin 

247  colnshire,  Sleaford)  

248  Mr.    Samuel    Smith  (Flint 

shire) 

248  Mr.  Chaplin 

249  Mr.  Flower 
Mr.  Chaplin 

250  Mr.  Flower 
Mr.  Chaplin 

251 


254 
254 

256 

258 
258 
260 
260 
261 
262 
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Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Motion  again  proposed. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Hoyd-George(Carnarvon,  Mr.  Lloyd-George    268 

etc.)   265       Mr.  Griffith-Boscawen    268 

Mr.  GriffUh-Boscatoen  (Kent, 
Tunbridge)    267 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed  : — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £150,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board." — (Mr.  Griffith- Bosca wen. ) 

Discussion  :— 

Lard  E.  Ftizmaurice  {Wilis,  The  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 

Cricklade)    271  ment  Board    (Mr.  Cliaplin, 

Mr.  J.  G.   Talbot  (Oxford  Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)        ...  278 

University)    273       Mr.  Stevenson  (Suffolk,  Eye)     ...  279 

Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts  (Denbigh-  Colonel  Milward  (Warwick,  Strat- 

shire,  W.)    274         ford-on-Avon)    280 

Mr.T.JV. Russell (Tyrone,S.)  276       Mr.  Chaplin    281 

Mr.  Uoyd-George  (Carnar-  Mr.  Savelock  Wilson  (Middles- 

von,  etc.)    276  brough)    282 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  ...  276       Mr.  Chaplin    283 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again  on  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY  [1st  June].— Resolutions  reported— 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1899-1900. 
Revenue  Departments. 

"  1.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,552,886,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Services,  the  Expenses  of  Post  Office  Savings 
Banks,  and  Government  Annuities  and  Insurances,  and  the  Collection  of  the  Post 
Office  Revenue." 

Mr.  CriUy  (Mayo,  N.)   284 

Vote  agreed  to. 

"  2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £570,915,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  Poet  Office  Packet  Service." 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  (Middlesbrough)   285 

Vote  agreed  to. 

"  3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,338.390,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  yea      1  '        '   '  <■      •     ■  < 

and  Working  Expenses  > 


payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
lses  of  the  Post  Office  Telegraph  Service." 


M  4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £496,600,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Customs  Department." 
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Class  VI. 

"  5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £287,628,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  conic  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  Superannua- 
tion, Retired  Compensation,  and  Compassionate  Allowances  and  Gratuities  under 
sundry  Statutes,  for  Compassionate  Allowances  and  Gratuities  awarded  by  the 
Treasury,  and  for  the  Salaries  of  Medical  Referees." 

"  6.  That  a  sum,  not  e:  ^ceding  £2,130,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 

Slete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  paymei.t 
uring  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  certain  Tensions  to 
Masters  and  Seamen  of  the  Merchant  Service,  and  to  their  Widows  and  Children." 

"  7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £785,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  certain 
Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Imbecile  (Training  Institutions)  Bill— Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Mr.  Round  (Essex,  Harwich)   288 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


LORDS:  MONDAY,  5th  JUNE  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liaments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been 
complied  with  :— -Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  12);  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13); 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  15) ;  Tramways  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  2).  Also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing  Orders  are  applic- 
able to  the  following  Bill : — Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Harrow  W  eald) 
Provisional  Order.  Also  the  Certificates  that  the  further  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — West 
Middlesex  Water ;  Fishguard  and  Itosslare  Railways  and  Harbours  ;  Aire 
and  Calder  Navigation  ;  Dublin  Corporation  (Markets) ;  East  London 
Water ;  Great  Western  and  Great  Central  Railway  Companies  ;  London, 
Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  (Various  Powers) ;  Manchester  Corporation 
(General  Powers) ;  Milton  Creek  Conservancy ;  North  Pembrokeshire 
and  Fishguard  Railway  ;  Uxbridge  and  Rickmansworth  Railway  ;  South 
Staffordshire  Stipendiary  Justice.  Also  the  Certificates  that  no  further 
Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following  Bills : — Cork  Cor- 
poration (Finance) ;  Redditch  G.is.  And  also  the  Certificate  that 
the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  not 
been  complied  with :  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway.  The  same 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    289,  290 

Watermen's  and  Lightermen's  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]— Witnesses 

ordered  to  attend  the  Select  Committee      290 

Yorke  Estate  Bill-  Committed  for  Thursday  next  290 
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Buenos  Ayres  and  Pacific  Railway  Company  Bill — Committee  to  meet 
on  Thursday  next      290 

Caledonian  Railway  (General  Powers)  Bill— Committee  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next   290 

Lisbura  Town  Commissioners  Bill — Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday 

next   290 

Shirebrook  and  District  Gas  Bill— Read  2a,  and  committed    290 

South  Eastern  and  London  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Companies 
(Hew  Lines)  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  a  first  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners   290 

Edncation  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Liverpool) 
Bill— House  in  Committee  (according  to  order) ;  Bill  reported  without 
amendment  ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  290 

Pilotage  Provisional  Order  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order) ; 
Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  290 

Marrport  Harbour  Bill ;  Watermen's  and  Lightermen's  Acts  Amendment  Bill ; 
Workington  Corporation  Water  Bill ;  Great  Eastern  Railway  (General 
Powers)  Bill ;  Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  Bill ;  Southport  Tram- 
ways Bill ;  North  Staffordshire  Railway  Bill ;  London  and  South  Western 
Railway  Bill — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Erslrine  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  in 
the  place  of  the  Viscount  Powerscourt ;  read  and  agreed  to        ...       290,  291 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 

China  No.  2  (1899) — Correspondence  between  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  Russian  Government  with  regard  to  their  respective  railway 
interests  in  China :  Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  291 

Parliamentary  Returns  Act,  1869  (Trustee  Savings  Bank)— Treasury 
Minute,  dated  29th  May,  1899,  directing  the  discontinuance  of  the  return 
annually  laid  l>efore  Parliament,  pursuant  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
Savings  Banks  Moneys  Act,  1863,  showing  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the 
National  Debt  Commissioners  in  respect  of  Trustee  Saving  Banks  :  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table       ...  291 


NEW  BILL. 

Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill — A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  with 
regard  to  reformatory  schools  was  presented  by  the  Lord  Leigh  ;  read  la, 
to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday  next  [No.  107]  291 

Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Act  Amendment  Bill— House  in  Com- 
mittee (according  to  order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amendmont ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow     ...  291 

Sonus  Campaign  1898  ;  Proposed  Grant  to  Lord  Kitchener  of 

Khartoum — {The  Prim'1.  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs)  292 

Postponed  till  Thursday. 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty-five  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 


VOL  LXXIL   [Fourth  Series.] 
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COMMONS :  MONDAY,  5th  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto  com- 
plied with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Electric  Lighting  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  17)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  18) 
Bill j  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  19)  Bill;  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  LocjiI  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be 
read  a  second  time  To-morrow    292,  293 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (No  Standing  Orders  Applicable) — Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable,  viz. : — Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Order  (No.  13)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill.  Ordered, 
That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow   293 

Belfast  and  Northern  Connties  Railway  Bill  (Queen's  Consent  Signified) 

— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  293 

Bootle  Corporation  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  293 

Hull,  Barnsley,  and  West  Riding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock  Bill- 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  an  Amendment      ...       ...       ...  293 

St.  Albans  Gas  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  ...  293 

Birkenhead  Corporation  Bill — As  amended,  considered  ;  an  Amendment 

made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time   293 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 

the  third  time ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...        ...  993 

Woking  Water  and  Gas  Bill— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 

third  time   293 

Friends'   Provident   Institution  Bill  (Stamp  Duties)— 

Resolution  reported  : 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  imposition  of  the  following  Stamp 
Duties  upon  certain  Memorials  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  relating  to 
the  Friends  Provident  Institution  : — 

For  and  upon  the  first  memorial  enrolled  of  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
shall  be  deemed  held  and  taken  to  be  Trustees  of  the  Institution, 
or  of  any  special  fund  of  the  Institution,  the  s»un  of  Five  Pounds ; 
And  upon  every  other  such  Memorial  in  which  the  name  of  any 
person  shall  for  the  first  time  l>e  inserted  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Institu- 
tion the  sum  of  Five  Pounds." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  on  the  Friends 
Provident  Institution  Bill,  That  they  have  power  to  make  provision 
therein  pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution. — (Dr.  Farquliarson)    294 
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Dundee  Gas,  Tramways,  and  Extension  Bill  (changed  to  "  Dundee 
Gas,  Street  Improvements,  and  Tramways  Bill." 

Motion  made  ana  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Standing  Orders  204  and  235  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  l>e 
now  read  a  second  tune." — {Dr.  FarqitJiarson.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  John  EUis  (Nottingham.              Mr.     James    Lowther  (Kent, 
Rushcliffe)   .'    294  Thanet)       ...    294 

Dr.  Farqvharson  (Aberdeen-  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  (Tyrone,  S.)  295 

shire,  W.)    294 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

BUI  accordingly  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Wiahaw  Water  Bill  [Lords]— Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders  204  and  235  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. — (Dr.  Farquharson); 
BUI  accordingly  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  ...        ...        ...  295 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation,  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  and  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway  Bills- 
Ordered,  that  the  Order  [14th  March]  that  all  petitions  of  County 
Councils  under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act, 
1898,  against  the  Bills,  be  presented  seven  clear  days  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Committee,  be  referred  to  the  Committee,  and  that  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their  counsel,  or  agents,  or  witnesses 
he  heard  against  the  Bills,  be  suspended  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of 
the  County  Council  of  the  County  of  Cork  against  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western  Railway  Companies 
Amalgamation  Bill,  and  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  said  Bills,  and  that  the  petitioners  be  heard  by  their 
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Lvterperence  of  Peers  in  the  Election  for  the  Southport  Division  of 
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DELIVERED  BY  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR. 
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gross  breach  of  the  privilege*  of  this  House,  inasmuch  as  the  Message 
attributes  to  the  House  of  Lords  a  power  of  initiating  money  grants  which 
alone  appertains  to  the  House  of  Commons,  instead  of  concurring  in  those 
grants.*— (Mr  Swift  MacNeill.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Chinning  (Northampton,  E.)  321          Sir  Henry  Campbell- Banner  man 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  (Stirling  Burghs)    323 

A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  322         Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)          ...  324 
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(Tenure  of  Office)  Bill  with  an  Amendment;  Amendments  to  Coalville 
Urban  District  Gas  Bill  [Lords],  Glastonbury  Water  Bill  [Lords],  Queen's 
Ferry  Bridge  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment.   325 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  for  supplying  with  gas  the 
parish  of  Cobham,  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  ana  adjacent  places." 
[Cobham  Gas  Bill  [Lords]   325 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled  "An  Act  to  authorise  the  sale  of  the  church  of  All 
Saints',  Tyndall  Street,  in  the  county  borough  of  Cardiff,  with  the  site 
thereof,  and  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  to  the  provision  of 
a  new  church  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [All  Saints'  Church  (Cardiff)  Bill 
[Lords]   325 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Weston-super-Mare,  Clevedon, 
and  Portishead  Tramways  Company  to  construct  light  railways  in  the 
county  of  Somerset ;  and  for  other  purposes."  QVeston-super-Mare, 
Clevedon,  and  Portishead  Tramways  Company  (Light  Railway  Extensions) 
Bill  [Lords]   325 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confer  further  powers  on  the  Corporation  of 
Whitehaven  with  respect  to  their  water  and  electric  lighting  undertakings, 
to  extend  the  borough  of  Whitehaven,  to  consolidate  the  rates  of  the 
borough  and  simplify  the  collection  thereof ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Whitehaven  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]   325 

Also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Birmingham,  North  Warwick- 
shire, and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Railway  Company  to  make  new  railways 
in  the  counties  of  Worcester  and  Warwick ;  and  for  other  purposes." 

i Birmingham,  North  Warwickshire,  and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Railway 
Jill  [Lords]    ...  325 
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Abo,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  abolition  of  the  perpetual  curacy  of  the 
consecrated  chapel,  called  'Grosvenor  Chapel,'  in  the  parish  of  Saint 
George,  Hanover  Square,  in  the  county  and  diocese  of  London,  and  for 
vesting  the  said  chapel  in  the  rector  of  the  said  parish  ;  and  for  other 
purposes."   [Grosvenor  Chapel  (London)  Bill  [Lords]    ,'525 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
district  of  Moss  Side  to  work  any  tramway  for  the  time  being  belonging 
to  or  leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Moss  Side  Urban  District 
Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]   326 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
district  of  Stretford  to  work  any  tramway  for  the  time  being  belonging  to 
or  leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Stretford  Urban  District 
Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]   326 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Urban  District  Council 
for  the  district  of  Withington  to  work  any  tramway  for  the  time  being 
belonging  to  or  leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Withington 
Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]  326 

Cobham  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  All  Saints'  Church  (Cardiff)  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Weston- 
super-Mare,  Clevedon,  and  Portishead  Tramways  Company  (Light  Rail- 
way Extensions)  Bill  [Lords];  Whitehaven  Corporation  Bill  [Lords] ;  Bir- 
mingham, North  Warwickshire,  and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Railway  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Grosvenor  Chapel  (London)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Moss  Side  Urban 
District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Stretford  Urban  District  Council 
(Tramways)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Withington  Urban  District  Council  (Tramways) 
Bill  [Lords]  Read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills   -   326 

Jones'  Divorce  Bill  [Lords]. — Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords, 
to  request  that  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  this 
House,  Copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Proceedings,  together  with 
the  Documents  deposited,  in  the  case  of  Jones'  Divorce  Bill  [Lords]  ;  and 
that  the  Clerk  do  carry  the  said  Message  326 

Ordered, — That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Divorce  Bills, 
that  they  do  hear  Counsel  and  examine  Witnesses  for  Jones'  Divorce  Bill 
[Lords],  and  also  that  they  do  hear  Counsel  and  examine  Witnesses  against 
the  Bill,  if  the  Parties  concerned  think  fit  to  be  heard  by  Counsel  and  pro- 
duce Witnesses.— (Mr.  Attorney-General)      327 

SUPPLY. 

(Message  from  Her  Majesty  [Grant  to  Lord  Kitchener]). 

In  the  Committee. 

Queen's  Message  [2nd  June]  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £30,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  be  issued 
to  Major-General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  eminent  services  in  planning  and  conducting  the 
recent  Expedition  in  the  Soudan.^'— (Jhe  First  Lord  ofihe  Treasury  QQg[(> 
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Lord  Chas.  Beresford 
Mr.       Labouchere  (Northamp- 
ton) 

Lrrd  Chas.  Beresford 

Mr.  Labouchere  ... 

Mr.  Atlierley-Jones  (Durham, 
N.W.)  

Mr.  Lees  Knowles  (Salford,  W.)  ... 

Mr.  Pirie  (Aberdeen,  N.)  

Tlie  Under  Secretary  of  SMe  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  St.  John 
Brodnck,  Surrey,  Guildford)  ... 

Mr.  Pirie  ... 

Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs  (Herts,  St. 
Album)... 

Mr.  C.  P.  Scott  

Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs  

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  (Cumberland, 

Cocker mouth)   

Sir  A.  Acland-Hood  (Somerset, 
Wellington) 

Mr.  Dillon   

Col.  Saunderson  (Armagh,  iV.)    . . . 
Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.)  . . . 
Col.  Saunderson  ... 
Mr.  R.  Wallace  (Edinburgh,  E.)... 
Mr.  Arnold-Forster 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill   

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge  (Walsall) 


Lord  Clias.  Beresford  (York) 
Mr.  J.  Morley   

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:  Ayes,  393;  Noes,  51.    (Division  List  No.  170.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow  j  Committee  to  sit  again  on  Wednes- 
day. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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LORDS :  TUESDAY,  JUNE  6th,  1899. 

Royal  Assent.— Commission  : — The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent: — Solicitors;  Supreme  Court  (Appeals);  Public  Libraries  (Scotland) 
Acts  Amendment ;  Metropolitan  Water  Companies  ;  Education  Depart- 
ment Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Swansea) ;  Metropolitan  Police 
Provisional  Order;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1);  St. 
Andrews  Burgh  Provisional  Order  Confirmation ;  Rushden  and  Higham 
Ferrers  District  Gas ;  Ilford  Urban  District  Council  (Rates) ;  Aberdeen 
Harbour ;  Hcrne  Bay  Water ;  Walton-on-Thamcs  and  Weybridge  Gas ; 
Crow  borough  District  Gas;  St.  David's  Water  and  Gas;  Clay  Cross  Water; 
Glasgow  District  Subway ;  Loughborough  and  Sheepshed  Railway ;  Dublin 
Improvement  (Bull  Alley  Area) ;  Bristol  Floods  Prevention  ;  Perth  Water, 
Police,  and  Gas  ;  Vale  of  Glamorgan  Railway  ;  Wallasey  Tramways  and 
Improvements ;  Northern  Assurance  Company ;  Tenterden  Railway ; 
Surrey  Commercial  Docks ;  Horsforth  Urban  District  Council  (Water) ; 
Burlcy-in-Wharfedale  Urban  District  Water;  Nuneaton  and  Chilvers  Coton 
Urban  District  Council  Water ;  Woodhouse  and  Conisbrough  Railway 
(Abandonment) ;  Coalville  Urban  District  Gas ;  Glastonbury  Water ; 
Queen's  Ferry  Bridge     41Q 
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PRIVATE   BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parti* 
ments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been 
complied  with:  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway;  Leith  Harbour  and 
Docks;  Belfast  Water.  And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been  complied  with : 
Belfast  Corporation.    The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill— Examiner's  Certificates  of  non- 
compliance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee  on  Monday  next  

Belfast  Corporation  Bill— Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-compliance  with 
the  Standing  Orders  referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Monday  next  410 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  (Pensions)  Bill— Committee 
to  meet  on  Thursday  next   410 

Swtley  Bridge  and  Consett  District  Gas  Bill— Committee  to  meet  on 
Friday  next     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    410 

ftansyaal  Mortgage  Loan  and  Finance  Company  Bill  [Lords] —Reported 
with  Amendments     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  410 

Ayr  Burgh  Bill — Read  a  second  time  and  committed  410 

Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill  [Lords]— Read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  411 

forth-Eastern  and  Hull  and  Barnsley  Railways  (Joint  Dock)  Bill 

[Lords] — Read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons         ...  411 

Horth  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords] — Read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons  411 

flford  Gas  Bill — Read  a  third  time,  with  the  Amendments  ;  further  Amend- 
ments made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons  ...       ...       ...  411 

Wolverhampton  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ;  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Bill 
[Lords] ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  [LordsT;  Fishguard  Water  and 
Gas  Bill  ;  Barry  Railway  Bill ;  Ijancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Various 
Powers)  Bill ;  Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  Bill ;  Wetherby  District 
Water  Bill;  Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill —Report  from  the  Committee  of 
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Pevention  of  Corruption  Bill  [Lords]  Second  Reading — Order  of 
Day  for  the  Secona  Reading  read   


the 


Moved — 

"  That  the  Bill  Iks  now  read  2a."— {The  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen.) 

Discussion— 

Ijord  Bishop  of  London   ...  416 

TheMarqiussofbmdontlerry  419 

The  Lord  Omncellor  {The 

Earl  of  Halsbury)      ...  421 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester   422 


Lord  Russell  of  Killowen 
Tlie  M arquess  of  Londonderry 
Ijord  Itvssell  of  Killowen 
The  Mnrquessof  Londonderry 
Lord  Bnsaell  of  Killowen 


On  Question  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  a  second  time  accordingly  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

Marriages  Validity  Bill  [Lords] — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read  

The  LORD  BISHOP  OF  LONDON  :  My  Lords,  in  consequence  of  a  communi- 
cation which  I  have  received  this  morning  from  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  I  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  Order  for  the  Second 
Reading 


414 


414 


427 
427 
428 
428 
428 


429 


Order  discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 
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House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minute*  after 
Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS  :  TUESDAY,  6th  JUNE,  1899. 

Hoyal  Assent — Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners. 

The  House  went,  and,  being  returned, 
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time,  and  committed  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  430 
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(Aberdeenshire,  E.) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  G.  Wyndham,  Dover)  443 

Punjaub  War  and  Tirah  Campaign  Medals — Question,  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene 
(Shrewsbury) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  . 
Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)   443 

Indian  Confectionery  Trade — Question,  Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff)  j  Answer, 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  Croydon)       ...  443 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Finance  Bill— (As  amended,  considered) — 

A  Clause  (Amendment  of  s.  4  of  The  Finance  Act,  1894,  restricting  the 
exemptions  thereby  given  to  non-lineals  from  the  principle  of  aggregation, 
and  extending  certain  exemptions  to  persons  taking  benefits  under  separate 
disposition) — {Lord  Alwjiie  (Jompton) — brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time 
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/w*6-l  Page 
Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Discission — 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Lord  Ahvyne  Compton  (Bedford- 

chequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks-  shire,  Biggleswade)    452 

Beach,  Bristol,  //'.)     ...  447       Mr.  Gibson  Bowles    452 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach    454 

(Stirling  Burghs)       ...  449      Mr.  Gibson  Bowles    454 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach    455 

Regis)   450      Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Thanet)  456 

Mr.  Haldane  (Haddington)  451       Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton)  ...  457 

Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  in  new  Clause  3  (inserted  in  Committee),  line  6, 
after  the  word  "enumerated,"  to  insert  the  words  "and  tested."— 
(Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  proposed — 
"That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion — 

Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.)  458      Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanark,  Mul)      ...  459 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Sir  H.  H.  Fowler  (Wolverhampt,  E)  459 

chequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks-  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach    459 

Beach,  Bristol,  IF.)     ...  458      Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman      ...  459 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach    460 

(Stirling  Burghs)        ...  458 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

Bill  as  amended  to  be  printed.    [Bill  227.] 

London  Government  Bill — As  amended,  considered. 
New  Clause — 

"  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  borough  councillor  who  holds  any  office  the 
salary  of  which  is  paid  either  wholly  or  partly  out  of  the  funds  provided  either 
directly  or  indirectly  out  of  the  rates  or  out  of  the  county  fund.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  every  new  borough  council  formed  under  this  Act  by  the  incorporation  of  a 
single  parish  to  take  effectual  measures  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  all 
vestry  minutes,  rate  books,  valuation  books,  maps,  and  all  other  records  belong- 
ing to  the  civil  parish,  and  in  cases  when  a  new  borough  council  is  formed  by 
the  incorporation  of  several  parishes  or  district  boards,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  new  borough  council  to  collect  the  records  belonging  to  the  said  parishes  and 
district  boards,  and  to  take  measures  for  their  preservation.  And  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  new  borough  council  to  expend  money  out  of  the  rates  for  the 
preparation  and  printing  of  inventories  and  calendars  of  such  documents  which 
may  be  deemed  to  be  of  historical  or  public  interest."— [Mr.  Moon.) 

Itunght  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  clause  lie  read  a  second  time." 

Discussion  :— 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea-  Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen)    461 

sury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.)      .   ...  461 

VOLLXXn.   [Fourth  Series.]  d 


1  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

June  6.]  Page 
Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
New  Clause — 

"  If  any  question  arises,  or  is  about  to  arise,  as  to  whether  any  power,  duty, 
or  liability  is  or  is  not  transferred  by  or  under  this  Act  to  the  council  of  any 
metropolitan  borough,  or  any  property  is  or  is  not  vested  in  any  such  council, 
that  question,  without  prejudice  to  any  other  mode  of  trying  it,  may,  on  the 
application  of  the  council,  be  submitted  for  decision  to  the  High  Court  in  such 
summary  manner  as,  subject  to  any  rules  of  Court,  may  be  directed  by  the 
Court ;  and  the  Court,  after  hearing  such  parties  and  taking  such  evidence  (if 
any)  as  it  thinks  just,  shall  decide  the  question." — (Mr.  Pxckersgill.) 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  clause  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)   462 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  added. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  20,  after  1  administrator,'  to  insert  '  and  to  esta- 
blish and  incorporate  a  council  for  each  of  the  boroughs  so  formed.'  "—(Mr. 
Solicitor-General.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Col.  Hughes  (Woolwich)   463 

Hamlets,  Poplar)        ...  463      Mr.    PickersgiU  (Bethnal 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea-  Green,  S.W.)  464 

■sury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour    464 

Manchester,  E.)         ...  463 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

«*  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  21,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (b)."— (Mr.  Solicitor- 
General.) 

DISCUSSION : — 

Col.  Hughes  (Woolwich)  ...  464      Sir  H.  H.  Fowler  (Wolverhamp- 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea-  ton,  E.)         ....    470 

sury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  Cohen  (Islington,  E.)          ...  473 

Manchester,  E.)         ...  464      Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton)  ...  473 

Mr.    Courtney    (Cornwall,  Mr.  Carvell  Williams  (Nottingham- 
Bodmin)                         464         shire,  Mansfield)    474 

Mr.  E.  Boulnois  (Maryle-  Mr.    Heywood   Johnson  (Sussex, 

bone,E.)    467         Horsham)    475 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided.— Ayes,  196  ;  Noes,  161.    (Division  List  No.  171.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

1  In  page  2,  lines  5  and  6,  to  leave  out  the  words '  that  number  being 


divisible  by  three.'  "—(Mr.  Pickeregiil.) 
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Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  :— 

The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  Mr.   Steadman  (Tower  Hamlets, 

R.  B.  Finlay,  Inverness  Stepney)    480 

Burghs)    479      Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  IF.)        ...  481 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxtm  (Tower  Sir  E.  Clarke  (Plymouth)          ...  482 

Hamlets,  Poplar)       ...  480      Mr. Banbury (Camberwell, Peckham)  482 

The  House  divided.— Ayes,  245 ;  Noes,  89.    (Division  List  No.  172.) 

Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  line  33,  to  leave  out  from  '  purpose '  to  « make '  in 
line  34."— {Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea-  Mr.  Stuart  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)  ...  487 

sury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.)         ...  486 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  line  37,  at  end  to  add  (c)  —  At  the  first  election  of 
aldermen  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  any  six  councillors  may  agree  in  nomina- 
ting one  person  as  alderman,  and  thereupon  such  person  shall  be  declared  elected 
as  alderman,  and  the  six  councillors  nominating  him  shall  have  no  further  part 
in  such  election  ;  and  that  every  subsequent  triennial  election  of  aldermen  any 
twelve  councillors  may  agree  in  nominating  one  person  as  alderman,  and  there- 
upon such  person  shall  be  declared  elected  as  alderman,  and  the  twelve  councillors 
nominating  him  shall  have  no  further  part  in  such  election.  '"—(Mr.  Courtney.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   488 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  37,  at  the  end  of  Clause  3,  to  insert  the  words,  *  (d)  A  person 
shall  be  qualified  to  be  elected  as  alderman  in  any  metropolitan  borough  who  is 
qualified  to  be  elected  as  councillor  in  the  same  or  any  other  metropolitan 
borough." — (Mr.  Courtney.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea-  Sir  J.  Bruwner  (Cheshire,  Northwich)  491 

sury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  E.  A.  Goulding  (Wilts,  Devizes)  492 

Manchester,  E.)  •      ...  490      Captain  Norton  (Newington,  W.)  492 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich)  490      Mr.  Banbury  (Camberwell,  Peckham)  492 

Mr.  Stuart  (Shoreditch,  Hox-  Mr.  Kimber  (Wandsworth)        ...  492 

ton)    490      Mr.  J.  Lowles  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 

Sir  E.  Clarke  (Plymouth)  491         ston)   493 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided.— Ayes,  67 ;  Noes,  139.    (Division  List  No.  173.) 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  24,  after  the  words  '  town  clerk,'  to  insert  the  words  '  and 
shall  bo  the  town  clerk  within  the  moaning  of  the  Acts  relating  to  the  registra- 
tion of  electors.'  "— (Mr.  Solicitor-General.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  After  the  word  '  and  '  to  insert  the  words  «  he  or  the  registration  officer 
appointed  by  the  borough  council  as  hereinafter  provided.  —{3/r.  James 
Stuart.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  lie  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amendment." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Batter sea)  497       The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Richard 
Mr.  It.  G.  Webster  (St.  Pan-  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)         ...  498 

eras,  E.)    498 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  4,  line  21,  to  insert '  or  do  not,  within  six  months  after  application 
made,  give  thair  sanction.' " — (Captain  Jessci.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

The  Attorney-General   (Sir  The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  B. 

Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)     ...  501 

Wight)   500 


Mr.  Stuart  (Shoreditch,  Hox- 


500 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  6  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  32,  to  leave  out  sub-section  (6),  of  Clause  6." — (Mr.  Pickers- 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  :— 

The   Solicitor-General    (Sir  Mr.  McKenna  (Monmouth,  N.)  ...  504 

R.  B.  Finlay,   Inverness  Sir  F.  S.  Powell  (Wigan)        ...  505 

Burghs)   502       Mr.  Stuart  (Sfom "ditch,  Hoxton)...  505 

Mr.  Sydimj  Buxton  (7'oiver  Sir  E.  Clarke  (PI i/mouth)        ...  506, 

Hamlets,  Poplar)         ...  503 

Mr.     Lowles  (Shoreditch, 
Haggerston)    504 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  141  ;  Noes,  57.    (Division  List,  No.  174.) 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  12,  after  the  word  1  order '  to  insert  the  words,  '  provided 
that,  at  any  interval  of  not  less  than  live  years,  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  borough  council  may  revise  and  alter  the  amount  of  the  contribution, 
or,  in  default  of  agreement,  the  Local  Government  Board  may,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  either  party,  if  it  think  fit,  revise  and  vary  the  existing  arrangement."  - 
—{Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   509 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word  •  report,'  in  order  to  insert  the 
word  « submit. '"—(Mr.  PickertgUl.) 

instead  thereof : — 


ion  proposed — 
"That  the  word  'report*  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  : — 

The  SolicUor-Oeiieral  (Sir  R.  Mr.  Lowles  (Shoreditch,  Haggerston)  511 

Bur  hs)"1"*'     InV€rUeSS  510      The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 

MrJtUt  (Shoreditch,  Hoc-  A<  J-  mfmr>  Manchester,  E.)  511 

ton)    511 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  1,  after  the  word  *  parish,'  to  insert  the  words, « it  shall  be 
constituted  a  parish  for  the  punnwes  of  assessment,  and  for  the  making,  levy, 
and  collection  of  rates,  and.'  "—{Mr.  Crijtps.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 

The.  Attorney-General  (Sir  The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea.mri/ 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfmir,  Man- 
Wight)                           513         Chester,  E.)    514 

Sir  Edward  Clarke  (Plymouth)  514 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  23,  after  the  word  1  borough '  to  insert  the  words, '  and  of 
churchwardens  of  every  parish  within  their  borough  except  in  so  far  as  t  hese  re- 
late to  ecclesiastical  purposes.'  "—(Mr.  James  Stuart.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  nogatived. 
Other  amendments  made. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  clerk '  to  insert  the  words, '  upon  such 
date  or  within  such  period  as  the  Local  Government  Board  may  prescribe,  so 
that  all  the  rates  collected  in  a  metropolitan  borough  from  any  person  may  be 
included  in  one  demand  note.' " — (Mr.  Pickersgtll.) 

Question  proposed — 

«  That  those  word*  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words  •  where  the  whole  of  a  Poor  Law 
union  is  within  one  borough.' " — (Mr.  Cripps.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  :— 

The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Mr.  Stmrt  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)  ...  519 

Richard  Webster,  hie  of 
Wight)  518 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  line  40,  after  the  word  « borough '  to  insert  the  words  1  not- 
withstanding the  inclusion  of  the  parish  in  the  hrst  schedule  to  this  Act.'"— 
(Mr.  Bousfield.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)     ...  520 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  relating  to  population,  in  order  to  insert 1  is  part.' " 
-(Mr.  Bousfield.) 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)     ...  521 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  11,  line  33,  at  the  end  of  line  17,  to  insert  the  words — 
*  If,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  of  any  Order  in 
Council  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  any  parish  or  place  maintaining  its  own 
poor  shall  be  divided  into  two  or  more  parishes  or  portions  of  parishes,  such 
division  shall  not  destroy  the  settlements  which  poor  persons  may  have  therein 
at  the  date  of  such  division,  but  every  person  who  has  at  the  date  of  such  division 
a  settlement  in  any  parish  or  place  divided  as  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
settled  in  the  new  parish  which  shall  contain  the  house  or  other  place  or  places 
in  which  the  settlement,  acquired  or  derived  by  such  person,  shall  have  been 
gained.  Provided  always  that  no  such  settlement  as  aforesaid  shall  be  retained 
if  it  was  gained  under  or  by  virtue  of  a  residence  partly  in  one  of  the  new 
parishes  and  partly  in  another. 

'  If,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  of  any  Order  in  Council 
made  in  pursuance  thereof,  any  parish  or  place  maintaining  its  own  poor  shall 
be  divided  into  two  or  more  parishes  or  portion  of  parishes,  such  division  shall 
not  destroy  a  status  of  irremovability  acquired  by  virtue  of  a  residence  in  the 
union  of  which  the  divided  parish  shall  have  formed  part  or  consisted,  but  such 
status  of  irremovability  shall  Ikj  deemed  to  have  been  acquired  in  the  parish 
which  shall  con  tarn  the  house  or  other  place  in  which  the  person  haying  such 
■  status  of  irremovability  shall  )>o  resident  at  the  time  when  such  division  shall 
take  place,  or  if  he  shall  then  be  in  receipt  of  relief  in  the  parish  which  shall 
contain  the  house  or  other  place  in  which  lie  was  resident  at  the  time  of  becom- 
ngchargeable."'-(Captain  Chaloner.) 
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Question  proposed — 
"That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)     ...  522 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  30.  after  the  word  '  churchwarden,'  to  insert  the  words 
'or sidesman.'"— (Mr.  Tomlinson.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  4  or  sidesman '  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  lines  32  and  33,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  the  inhabitants  of 
the  parish,'  in  order  to  insert  the  words,  1  Such  inhabitants  of  the  parish 
as  shall  have  obeyed  that  rubric  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  which  is 
printed  at  the  end  of  the  Order  of  the  Administration  of  the  Holy  Communion, 
and  which  requires  that  every  parishioner  shall  communicate  at  the  least 
three  times  in  the  year,  of  which  Easter  is  to  be  one.' " — (Lord  Hugh  Cecil.) 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)     ...  526 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  « the  inhabitants  of  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Thursday. 

QUESTION. 

Rionxo  in  Belfast— Question,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds  Central). 

Adjourned  at  Twenty  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS. — WEDNESDAY,  7th  JUNE,  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 

third  time   ■   537 

Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill— As  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 

Tuesday  next  537 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill— As  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Tuesday  next  537 

London  Improvements  Bill— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third 
time   537 
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Stockport  Corporation  Bill — As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third 

time   537 

Brighton  Marine  Palace  and  Pier  Bill  [Lords]— Read  a  second  time,  and 

committed   537 

Fnrness  Railway  Bill  [Lords]— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed        ...  537 

Paisley  and  Barrhead  District  Railway  Bill  [Lords]— Read  a  second  time, 

and  committed  537 


STANDING  ORDERS. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Standing  Order  No.  91  as  fixes  five  as  the 
quorum  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  bo  read,  and 
suspended   537 

Ordered,  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session,  three  be  the  quorum  of  the 

Committee — (Mr  John  Ellis.)  537 


PETITIONS. 

Borough  Funds  Act  (1872) — Petition  from  Mytholmroyd,  for  alteration  of 

law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  537 

Education  of  Children  Bill — Petitions  hi  favour  ; — From  Burton-on-Trent, 

and  Wolverhampton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   538 

Ground  Rents  (Taxation  by  Local  Authorities)— Petitions  in  favour  ;— 

From  Burton-on-Trent  ana  Wolverhampton ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        . . .  538 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill—Petition 

from  Row,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   538 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill — Petitions  in  favour ; — From  Dysart  Colliery, 

and  Dannikier ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...       ...       ...  538 

Parish  Churches  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 

Church  of  Scotland,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   538 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation  (Scotland)  Bill— Petitions  in  favour ; 

— From  Angus,  and  Stirling ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   538 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Airdric,  in 

favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  538 

Rating  of  Machinery  Bill — Petition  of  the  Mining  Association  of  Great 

Britain,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   538 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill — Petitions  in  favour; — From 
Sheffield,  London,  Bolton,  Barnsley,  Pendleton,  and  Ashton-under-Lyne ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  538 

Telegraphs  (Telephonic  Communication,  &c.)  Bill— Petition  from  Bristol, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...       ...       ...       ...    538 
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Telegraphs  (Telephonic  Communication,  &c.)  Bill— Petition  from  Tod- 

moroen,  for  alteration  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   538 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  from  Airdrie,  in  favour ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  538 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &e. 

East  India  (Progress  and  Condition)— Paper  [presented  6th  June]  to  bo 
printed    [No.  211.]  539 

National  Portrait  Gallery — Copy  presented, — of  Forty-second  Annual 
Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  (1899)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   539 

Superannuation  Act,  1884 — Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute,  dated 
30th  May,  1899,  declaring  that  James  Muspratt,  auxiliary  postman, 
London  Post  Office  Department,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service 
certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  Depart- 
ment [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  539 

Public  Worship  Regulation  and  Church  Discipline — Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [Ordered  23rd  February — Mr.  Sydney  Geittje]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  539 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 
SERVICE  FRANCHISE  BILL. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'employment'  to  the  word 
'he,'  in  line  8."— (Mr.  McKenna.) 

Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple  (Camberwell,  East  Dulwich)    540 

Question  put,  "  That  tho  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes,  40 ;    Noes,  58.     (Division  List, 
No.  175.) 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Buncombe  (Cumberland,              Sir   Cltarles  Dilke  (Gloucester, 
Egremont)   541  Forest  of  Dean)    541 

Mr.  McKenna  (Monmouth, 
N.)    541 

Clauses  2  and  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Wednesday  next       ...  541 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

I  iscussion  : — 

Mr.  George  Whiieley  (Stockport)  542       Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent, 

Thanet)   542 
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Amendments  ruled  "  Out  of  order." 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Sunday  Closing)  Bill. — Second  Reading ;  order  for 
Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Mr.  Trition.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Colville  (Lanarkshire,  N.E.)  544       Mr.  James  Lowther         ...  545 

Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  TJtanel)  545       Mr.  Nussey  (Pontefract)    ...  550 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  (Tyrone,  S.)  545 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  That,'  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to 
add  the  words  '  no  Bill  to  restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  Sunday  is 
satisfactory  unless  it  embodies  the  principle  of  local  option.'  — (Mr.  Nussey.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
tho  Question." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.Warner(Stafford,Liehfield)  551 
Mr.  Sydney  Gedge  (Walsall)  553 
Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  (Cumberland, 

Cockermouth)    553 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge  ...       ...  554 

Mr.  Trition  (Lambeth,  Nor- 

xoood)    ...       ...       ...  556 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge   556 

Mr.  Samuel  Young  (Cavan, 

E.)    556 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  ...  557 
Mr.  Samuel  Young         ...  557 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned."— (Mr.  Galloway.) 

Sir  J.  Leese  (Lancashire,  Accrington)  566 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided— Ayes,  95  ;  Noes,  85 — (Division  List,  176.) 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday  next. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill— Second  Reading. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time."— (Mr.  Lloyd-George.) 
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S.W.)    557 

Sir  Wilfrtd  Lawson    55H 

Mr.  Galloway  ...       ...       ...  558 

Mr.  Davitt  (Mayo,  S.)   561 

Mr.  Galloway   ...       ...       ...  561 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)  561 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson     ...       ...  562 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles    562 

Mr.  Davitt    563 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles    563 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent,  Mr.  Jesse  Collings    575 

Thanef)   567       Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts  {Denbighshire, 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  (Cumber-  W.)   675 

land,  Cockermouth)       ...  569       Mr.  Banbury  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
Mr.  James  Lowther         ...    569          ham)   577 

Mr.     Courtney    (Cornwall,  Mr.  rV Truer  (Staffordshire,  Lichr 

Bodmin)  571         field)   578 

Mr.     Edmund     Robertson  Sir  James  Fergusson  (Manchester, 

(Ihindee)    572  N.  E.)    579 

The  Under  Secretary  to  the  Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)...  580 

Home  Office  (Mr.  Jesse  Mr.  Jesse  Collings    581 

Collings,      Birmingham,  Mr.  Dalziel      ...       ...       ...  581 

Bordesley)    574       Mr.  Richards  (Finsbury,  E.)     ...  582 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Mr.     Evershed  (Staffordshire, 

Regis)   575  Burton)    583 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  'now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words 
'upon  this  day  three  months.'  "—{Mr.  Tomlinson.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 


tion  put — 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  138;  Noes,  183.— (Division  List,  No.  177.) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  off  for  three  months. 

Succession  Scotland  Bill  (Second  Beading.)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

DISCUSSION  : — 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Mr.    Banbury  (Camberwell, 

A.    Graham    Murray,  Peckham)    591 

Buteshire)    591 

It  being  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Wednesday,  21st  June. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Henry  Plews  do  attend  the  Committee  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western,  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation,  and  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 
way Bills  to-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 

Pfsuc  P potions  Committer. — Sixth  Report  brought  up  and  read ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  Six  o'clock. 
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South  African  Republic. — Further  Correspondence  relating  to  the  claim  of 
the  South  African  Republic  for  damages  on  account  of  the  Jameson  raid. 
Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  596 

Superannuation  Act,  1884— Treasury  Minute,  dated  May  30,  1899,  declar- 
ing that  James  Muspratt,  auxiliary  postman,  London,  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  certificate  through  inadver- 
tence on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  Department.  Laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  597 


PETITION. 

Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896 — Petition  for  amendment  of;  of  Tithe- 
owning  Clergy  of  England  and  Wales,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  597 


QUESTION 

South  African  Republic— Bloemfontein  Conference— Question,  The  Earl 
of  Camperdown  j  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (The 
Earl  of  Selborne)   597 

The  Soudan  Campaign,  1898— Moved— 

"  That  Standing  Order  No.  XXI.  be  considered  in  order  to  its  being  sus- 
pended for  this  day's  sitting." — (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 
Moved — 

"  That  the  consideration  of  the  Queen's  Message  and  the  Motion  for  accord- 
ing the  thanks  of  this  House  to  the  forces  engaged  in  the  recent  operations  in 
the  Soudan  have  precedence  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day."— (The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury). 

On  Question,  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly. 
Discussion  : 

The   Prime    Minister   and  The  Earl  of  Kimberley   600 

Secretary  of  Stale  for  Fo-  The  Mar quest  of  Salisbury       ...  600 

reign  Affairs  (The  Mar- 
quest  of  Salisbury)       ...  600 
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Her  Majesty's  most  gracious  Message  of  Friday  last  considered  (according  to 
Order):  Then  a  humble  Address  of  thanks  and  concurrence  ordered 
**mine  dissentiente  to  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  thereupon :  The  said 
Address  to  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  White  Staves. 

Resolution  :— 

The  Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Salisbury),  the  Earl  of  Kimberley  ...       ...       ...       ...  602 

Resolved,  nemine  dutsentienle,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Major- 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  for  the 
distinguished  skill  and  ability  with  which  he  planned  and  conducted  the 
campaign  on  the  Nile  of  1896-97-98,  which  culminated  in  the  battle  of 
Omdurman,  the  capture  of  Khartoum,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of 
the  Khalifa. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Major-General  Sir  A. Hunter,  K.C.B., 
D.S.O. ;  Major-General  Sir  H.  M.  L.  Rundle,  K.C.B.,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O., 
R.A. ;  Major-General  Sir  W.  F.  Gatacre,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O.;  Major-General 
the  Hon.  N.  G.  Lyttelton,  C.B. ;   Major-General   A.  G.  Wauchopo, 

C.  R,  C.M.G. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  SirF.  R.  Wingate,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B., 

D.  S.O.,  R.A. ;  Lieutenanfc-Colonel  and  Brevet  Colonel  C.  J.  Long,  R.A. ; 
Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Maxwell,  D.S.O. ;  Major  and  Brevet 
Colonel  H.  A.  Macdonald,  D.S.O. ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  F.  Lewis,  C.B. ; 
Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Collinson,  C.B. ;  Commander 
C.  R.  Keppel,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  R.N. ;  and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Warrant 
Officers  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Royal 
Marines,  for  the  energy  and  gallantry  with  which  they  executed  the 
services  which  they  were  called  upon  to  perform  ; 

That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and  highly  approve  the  gallantry,  discipline, 
and  good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty  Officers,  Non-commissioned 
Officers,  and  Men  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and 
Royal  Marines  during  the  campaign ; 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Francis 
Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  for  the  support  and  assistance  which  he 
afforded  to  the  forces  employed  in  the  operations  in  the  Soudan ; 

That  this  House  doth  acknowledge,  with  admiration,  the  distinguished  valour, 
devotion,  and  conduct  of  those  other  Officers  and  Men  who  have  perished 
daring  the  campaign  in  the  Soudan  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and 
feels  deep  sympathy  with  their  relatives  and  friends ; 

Ordered  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  communicate  the  said  resolutions  to 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum  and  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
Francis  Grenfell,  and  that  General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum  be  re- 
quested by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  several 
other  officers  referred  to  therein   609 

8ea  fisheries  Bill  [Lords] — (Second  Reading.)— Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Heneage   610 

Moved — 

"  That  the  Bill  now  be  read  a  second  time." 
DI8CDS8ION  :— 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Scot-  Lord  Heneage  612 

land  (Lord   Balfowr  of 
Burleigh)    611 
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On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday,  the  22nd  instant. 

Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]— (Second  Reading.)  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Leigh   612 

Moved — 

"  That  the  Bill  now  be  read  a  second  time." 
Discussion  : — 

Lord  James  of  Hereford    ...    614       Lord  Norton     ...       ...       ...  614 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill  [Lords] — House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order):  Bill  reported  without  Amendment :  Standing  Committee  negatived : 
Amendments  made  :  Bill  re-committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House ; 
and  to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  108.) 

Farnley  Tyas  Marriages  Bill  [Lords]— House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  : 
and  Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  To-morrow. 


QUESTION. 

The  Appointment  of  an  Additional  Judge — Question,  Lord  Russell  of 

Killowen  ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Chancellor  617 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before  Six  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS,  THURSDAY,  8th  JUNE,  1899. 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to : — Pilotage  Provisional 

Order  Bill,  with  Amendment  ;    Ilford  Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments        ...  618 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Con- 
gested Districts  (Scotland)  Act,  1897."  [Congested  Districts  (Scotland) 
Act  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  C18 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made 
by  the  Education  Department  under  the  Elementary  Education  Acts, 
1870  to  1H9.J,  to  enable  the  School  Board  for  Liverpool  to  put  in  force 
the  Lands  Clauses  Acts."  [Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Con- 
firmation (Liverpool)  Bill  [Lords]     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  618 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  further  powers  on  the 
Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Company  in  connection  with  their  water  under- 
taking ;  and  for  other  purposes."    [Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill  [Lords]  618 
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Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  enabling  the  North-Eastern  Rail- 
way Company  and  the  Hull,  Barnsley,  and  West  Riding  Junction  Railway 
and  Dock  Company  to  make  a  dock  and  railways  at  Hull ;  and  for  other 
purposes."  [North-Eastern  and  Hull  and  Barnsley  Railways  (Joint  Dock) 
BUI  [Lords]   618 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confer  additional  powers  upon 
the  North-Eastern  Railway  Company  for  the  construction  of  new  railways  and 
other  works  and  the  acquisition  of  additional  lands ;  and  for  transferring 
to  the  Company  the  North  Holderness  Light  Railway  Company ;  and  for 
other  purposes."   [North-Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords]    618 

Jtmn'i  Divorce  Bill  [Lords]— That  they  do  communicate  Minutes  of 
Evidence  and  Proceedings  taken  upon  the  Second  Reading  of  Jones's 
Divorce  Bill,  as  desired  by  this  House,  with  a  request  that  the  same  may 
be  returned   618 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Priyate  Bills  [Lords] — (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  complied  with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  nave  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Totland  Water  Bill 
[Lords] — Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time    619 

All  Saints'  Church  (Cardiff)  Bill  [Lords] — Motion  made,  and  Question 
proposed — 

"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
to  whom  the  Bill  i»  referred,  that  they  do  inquire  and  report  as  to  whether 
Standing  Order  No.  3  (notices  by  advertisement)  has  or  has  not  been  complied 
with."— (Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lowiher  (Cum-  Sir  E.  Hill  (Bristol,  S.)   623 

berland,  Penrith)         ...    621       Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff)   623 

Mr.    D.    Brynmor  Jones 
(Swansea  District)       ...  622 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Wert  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed    . . .  624 

Woking  Water  and  Gas  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed   624 

Dumbarton  Burgh  Bill  [Lords]— -As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 

made ;  Bill  to  De  read  the  third  time   624 

Sheffield  Corporation  Markets  Bill — As  amended,  considered ;  Amend- 
ments made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  624 

Railway  Bills  (Group  8) — Mr.  A  de  Tatton  Egerton  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Group  8  of  Railway  Bills ; — That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties, 
the  Committee  had  adjourned  till  Monday,  the  19th  of  June,  at  half -past 
Eleven  of  the  clock.    Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  624 
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Standing  Orders — Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee — 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbonr  Board  (Pilotage)  Bill 
[Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :  That  the  parties  1« 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

Resolution  agreed  to   624 

Police  and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills— Ordered,  That  Joseph  Parry 
and  John  James  Lackland  do  attend  the  Select  Committee  on  Police  and 
Sanitary  Regulations  Bills  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock      ...        ...  624 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Liverpool) 
Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  first  time  ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  228.]   625 

Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  first  time  j  and  referred 

to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   625 

North-Eastern  and  Hull  and  Barnsley  Railways  (Joint  Dock)  Bill 

[Lords] — Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills   625 

North-Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 

the  Examiners  of  Petitions  tor  Private  Bills         ...       ...       ...       ...  625 


PETITIONS. 

Poor  Law  Relief  (Disfranchisement) — Two  Petitions  from  Cardiff,  for 

alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  625 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

South  African  Republic — Copy  presented, — of  further  correspondence 
relating  to  the  claim  of  the  South  African  Republic  for  damages  on 
account  of  the  Jameson  Raid  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      . . .  625 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  (Endowed  Schools  Acts)— Copy  pre- 
sented,— of  the  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales,  under  the  Endowed  Schools  Acts,  1869  to  1889, 
for  the  year  1898  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   625 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2282  to  2286,  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table   626 

Papers  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House : — 

1.  Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of  Carmarthen), — Further  Return 
relative  thereto  [ordered  10th  February,  1898 ;  [Mr.  Grant  Lawson.] ; 
to  be  printed.    [No.  213.] 

2.  Charitable  Endowments  (West  Riding  of  the  County  of  York), 
Charitable  Endowments  (Bradford),  Inquiry  into  Charities  (Parish  of 
Halifax,  including  County  Borough  of  Halifax),  Inquiry  into  Charities 
(City  of  Sheffield),  Leeds  (Inquiry  into  Charities),  Huddersfield 
County  Borough  (Charities), — Further  Returns  relative  thereto 
[ordered  10th  August  1894, 13th  May,  1896, 8th  February,  1897  ;  8th 
April  1897,  29th  July,  1897;  [Mr.  Francis  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Grant 
Lawson] ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  214.]  626 
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Workmen's  Trains — Return  ordered,  "showing  (1)  the  number  of  Work- 
men's Trains  running  on  all  Railways  in  Great  Britain ;  (2)  the  distance 
run  and  the  fares  charged  on  each  particular  Train ;  and  ^3)  the  Return  to 
be  prepared  as  that  issued  by  the  Board  of  Trade  dealing  with  London 
Railways  in  1897."— (Mr.  Woods.)  626 

Experiments  on  Living  Animals — Address  for  "Return  showing  the 
number  of  Experiments  performed  on  Living  Animals  during  the  year  1898, 
under  Licences  granted  under  the  Act  39  and  40  Vic.  c.  77,  distinguishing 
Painless  from  Painful  Experiments  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  215,  of  Session  1898)."— (Mr.  Jesse  Collings.)   626 

km  (Length  of  Service  and  Ages  of  Men  in  each  Unit) — Address 
for "  Return  with  respect  to  all  Infantry  Regiments  to  which  one  or  more 
Battalions  have  been  added ;  the  Return  also  to  show  the  number  of  men 
of  the  First  Class  Army  Reserve  recalled  to,  and  serving  with,  the  Colours 
in  each  Battalion  of  such  Regiments  (in  continuation  of  Return  [C.  8757]).  " 
-{Mr.  Arnold  Forster.)   626 

km  (Lrngth  of  Service  and  Ages  of  Men  in  New  Batteries  of 
Royal  Artillery) — Address  for  "  Return  showing  the  number  of  Men 
serring  in  each  of  the  newly-formed  Batteries  or  Companies  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  with  the  Age  and  Length  of  Service  of  the  Men." — (Mr.  Arnold 
Fvntrr.)   627 

East  India  (Military  Bullet)— Address  for  "  Copy  of  Reports  on  the 
Military  Bullet  now  in  use  in  India." — (Lord  George  Hamilton.)   627 

Malta  (Political  Condition) — Address  for  "  Copy  of  a  Despatch  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  by  Sir  Arthur  Lyon  Fremantle, 
late  Governor  of  Malta,  dated  29th  December,  1898,  on  the  political 
condition  of  Malta ;  and  of  all  recent  Correspondence  relative  to  the  same." 
-iMr.M'Iver.)   627 


QUESTIONS. 

The  Muscat  Incident — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean);  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)   627 

EnfflnoN  of  Foreign  Consuls  from  Taxation— Question,  Mr.  Dillon 
(Mayo,  E.);  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)   627 

Kussia  and  British  Loan  Contracts  in  China — Question,  Lord  Charles 
Beresford  (York) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  628 

Hessian  Railway  Concessions  in  Persia— Question,  Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)    „  628 

fornsH  Interest  in  the  Persian  Gulf — Question,  Mr.  Maclean  ^Cardiff) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)   629 

Russian  Taxes  on  English  Commercial  Travellers — Question,  Mr.  Bill 
(Staffordshire,  Leek) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affaire  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  629 
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Tonga — Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary,  Mid.) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 

Manchurian  Railways — Question,  Mr.  Lambert  (Devon,  South  Molton); 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  ...   

The  Yang-Tsze  Valley — Question,  Mr.  Lambert  (Devon,  South  Moltonjj 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodriclt, 
Surrey,  Guildford)   

British  Officers  at  Omdurman— Question,  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott  (Lancashire, 
Leigh)  j  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)   

Future  Military  Operations  in  the  Soudan— Question,  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott, 
Lancashire,  Leigh) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  

The  Patriotic  Fund — Question,  Mr.  Spicer  (Monmouth  Boroughs) ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  G.  Wyndham,  Dover) 

Electric  Motors  in  the  Navy — Question,  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  (York- 
shire, Shipley);  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Goschen,  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square)   

Water  Tube  Boilers— Question,  Sir  J.  Fergusson  (Manchester,  N.E.)  j  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square 

Life  Assurance  in  the  United  Kingdom — Question,  Mr.  Boulnois  (Mary- 
lebone,  E.) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Croydon)   

Blackhead  Lighthouse — Question,  Captain  Donelan  (Cork,  E.);  Answer, 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)   .• 

Signalmen  on  the  North-Eastern  Railway— Question,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flannery  (Yorkshire,  Shipley)  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)   

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  Fisheries — Question,  Mr.  Fenwick  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Croydon)   

Scottish  Education  Department  Circulars — Question,  Mr.  Crombie, 
(Kincardineshire) ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray, 
Buteshire)   

British  Columbia  and  the  Japanese — Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary, 
Mid.);  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) 

South  African  Republic— The  Bloemfontein  Conference— Questions, 
Mr.  Drage  (Derbv),  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.),  Mr.  Philip  Stanhope  (Burnley), 
Mr.  C.  r.  Scott*  (Lancashire,  Leigh),  Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff),  and  Sir  H. 
Campbell:Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.),  and  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  
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Balfour  Leeds,  Central)         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...   653 

Local  Government  Election  Expenses— Question,  Mr.  Macaleese  (Monaghan, 
N.);  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   656 

The  Metropolitan  Volunteers'  "  March  Past  "—Question,  Sir  Howard 
Vincent  (Sheffield,  Central) ;  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's)  657 

Houses  op  Parliament. — Suggested  Provision  of  an  Ambulance— 
Question,  Mr.  Tomlinson  (Preston);  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Agustine's)   657 

Retired  Officers  and  Civil  Employment  in  Public  Departments— 
Question,  Captain  Norton  (Newington  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Anstruther  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)     657 

Telegraphic   Delays— Question,    Mr.  Ascroft  (Oldham) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Anstruther  (St.  Andrews  Burghs)     658 

The  "  Mandat-Post  "  System— Question,  Mr.  Bill  (Staffordshire,  Leek) ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Anstruther  (St.  Andrews  Burghs)   659 

The  Money  Lending  Bill — Question,  Mr.  Ascroft  (Oldham) ;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   659 

Business  of  the  House — Questions,  Mr.  Crombie  ^Kincardineshire),  Mr. 
Channing  (Northampton,  E.),  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling 
Burghs),  and  Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow,  Bridgeton) ;  Answers,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)    660 

Municipal  Trading  Committee — Question,  Mr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N.) ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.)   66j 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Underlined  Fish  Bill— 

The  President  of  the  Board  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)  661 

of   Trade  (Mr.  llitcliie, 
Croydon)    661 
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Bill  "  to  provide  against  the  Destruction  of  Undersized  Fish,"  ordered  to  be 

brought  in  by  Mr.  Ritchie. 
Bill  "  to  provide  against  the  Destruction  of  Undersized  Fish,"  presented 

accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  j  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 

Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  229.] 

Parish  Councillors  (Tenure  Of  Office)  Bill— Lords'  Amendment  to  be  con- 
sidered forthwith  ;  considered,  and  agreed  to   663 

THE  SOUDAN  EXPEDITION,  1896-7-8. 

(Thanks  of  the  House.) 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  l>e  given  to  Major-General  Lord  Kitchener 
of  Khartoum,  G.C.B.,  K. C.M.G.,  for  the  distinguished  skill  and  ahility  with 
which  he  planned  and  conducted  the  campaign  on  the  Nile  of  1896-7-8,  which 
culminated  in  the  battle  of  Omdurman,  tho  capture  of  Khartoum,  and  the  over- 
throw of  the  power  of  the  Khalifa." — Mr.  Balfour. 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman  Mr.  Davitt  (Mayo,  S.)   668 

(Stirling  Burghs)         ...    667       Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)   668 

Dr.  Farqvharson  (Aberdeen- 
shire,  W.)    667 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided— Ayes,  321 ;  Noes,  20.    (Division  List,  No.  178.) 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Major-General 
Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  for  the  distinguished 
skill  and  ability  with  which  he  planned  and  conducted  the  campaign 
on  the  Nile  of  1896-7-8,  which  culminated  in  the  Battle  of  Omdurman, 
the  capture  of  Khartoum,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of  the 
Khalifa. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  lie  given  to  -.-  Major-General  Kir  Archibald 
Hunter,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O.  ;  Major-General  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  Leslie- Kundle, 
K.C.B,  C.M.G,  D.S.O,  R.A.  ;  Major-General  Sir  William  Forbes  Gatacre, 
K.C.B.,  D.S.O.  ;  Major-General  the  Hon.  Neville  Gerald  Lyttclton,  C.B.  ; 
Major-General  A.  G.  Wauchope,  C.B.,  C.M.G. ;  Major  and  Brevet- Colonel  Sir 
Francis  Reginald  Wingate,  K.C.M.C.,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  R.A.  ;  Lioutenant-Colonel 
and  Brevet-Colonel  C.  J.  Long,  K.A. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Maxwell, 
D.S.O. ;  Major  and  Brevet-Colonel  H.  A.  MacDonald,  D.S.O. :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  D.  F.  Lewis,  C.B. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel  J.  Collinson, 
C.B.  ;  Captain  C.  R.  Keppel,  CM.,  D.S.O.,  R.N.  ;  and  to  the  other  Officers  and 
Warrant  Officers  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  the 
Royal  Marines,  for  the  energy  and  gallantry  with  which  they  executed  the 
sen-ices  which  they  were  called  upon  to  perforin." — [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Discussion  : — 

Dr.  Farqvharson  (Aberdeen-  Mr.  Davitt       ...       ...       ...  680 

shire,  W.)    673       Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour    680 

Mr.  Davitt  (Mayo,  S.)     ...    674       Mr.  Chinning   681 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)   682 

(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man-  Major  Ranch  (Esses,  S.E.)       ...  685 

Chester,  E.)    675       Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson  (York,  W.ll., 

Mr.  DamU   675  Holmfirth)    686 

Mr.  Chinning   (Northamp-  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts  (Carnarvonshire, 

Um,E.)   676  Eifion)    686 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   678       Mr.    Lees    Knowles  (Salford, 

Dr.  Farquharson   679  W.)   688 


.V/-.  A.  J.  Balfour.   679 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lxxii 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


June  8.]  Page 
Question  put. 

The  House  divided — Ayes,  347 ;  Noes,  18.    (Division  List,  No.  179.) 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Major-General 
Sir  Archibald  Hunter,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O. ;  Major-General  Sir  Henry 
MacLeod  Leslie-Rundle,  K.C.B.,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O.,  R.A.;  Major-General 
Sir  William  Forbes  Gatacre,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O. ;  Major-General  the  Hon. 
Neville  Gerald  Lyttelton,  C.B. ;  Major-General  A.  G.  Wauchope, 

C.  B.,  C.M.G. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  Sir  Francis  Reginald  Win- 
gate,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  R.A. ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Brevet 
Colonel  C.  J.  Long,  R.A. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Maxwell, 

D.  S.O. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  H.  A.  MacDonald,  D.S.O.  ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  F.  Lewis,  C.B. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  Collinson,  C.B.;  Captain  C.  R.  Keppel,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  R.N.; 
and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Warrant  Officers  of  the  Navy,  the 
British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines,  for  the 
energy  and  gallantry  with  which  they  executed  the  services  which 

they  were  called  upon  to  perform    694 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

"That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and  higlily  approve  the  gallantry, 
discipline,  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty  Officers,  Non-commissioned 
Officers,  and  Men  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  the 
Royal  Marines  during  the  campaign." — (Mr.  Balfour.) 

The  House  divided ;  Ayes,  355  j  Noes,  16.    (Division  List,  No.  180.) 

3.  Resolved, — That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and  highly  approve  the 
gallantry,  discipline,  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty 
Officers,  Non-commissioned  Officers,  and  Men  of  the  Navy,  the 
British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines  during  the 
campaign  697 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Francis 
Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  for  the  support  and  assistance  widen  he  afforded  to 
the  forces  employed  in  the  operations  in  the  Soudan." — (Mr.  Balfour). 

Mr.  Davitt  {Mayo,  S.)   697 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Sir  Francis  Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  for  the  support  and 
assistance  which  he  afforded  to  the  forces  employed  in  the  operations  in 
Soudan  -      -      -      -   697 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  this  House  doth  acknowledge,  with  admiration,  the  distinguished 
valour,  devotion,  and  conduct  of  those  other  officers  and  men  who  have  perished 
during  the  campaign  in  the  Soudan  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  feel  deep 
sympathy  with  their  relatives  and  friends."— (Mr.  Balfour). 

Discussion  :— 

Lord     Charles     Beresford  The  First  Lard  of  the  Treasury 

(York)   697  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)     ...  698         E)  698 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

5.  Resolved, — That  this  House  doth  acknowledge,  with  admiration, 
the  distinguished  valour,  devotion,  and  conduct  of  those  other  officers  and 
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men  who  have  perished  during  the  campaign  in  the  Soudan  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  and  feel  deeps  ympathy  with  their  relatives  and  friends. — 
(Mr.  Balfour)  699 


Ordered, — That  the  said  resolutions  be  transmitted  by  Mr.  Speaker 
to  Major-General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  several  officers  and 
men  referred  to  therein. — (Mr.  Balfour)  699 

London  Government  Bill — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  Debate 
on  Amendment  proposed  [6th  June]  on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended  : — 

"  And  which  Amendment  was,  in  page  12,  linen  32  and  33,  to  leave  out  the 
words  4  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,'  it  order  to  insert  the  words  ' such  inhabi- 
tant* of  the  parish  as  shall  have  obeyed  that  rubric  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  which  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the  Order  of  the  Administration  of  the 
Holy  Communion,  and  which  requires  that  every  parishioner  shall  communicate 
at  the  least  three  times  in  the  year,  of  which  Easter  is  to  be  one.'" — (Lord  Hugh 
Cecil.) 

Question  again  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  ■  the  inhabitants  of '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  Resumed: — 

Mr.  Carvell  Williams  (Notts,  Mr.  Gedge  (Walsall)    702 

Mansfield)    699       Mr.  Harwood  (BolUm)   702 

Mr.  Vicary  Gibtts  (Herts,  St.  Ijord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich)   ...  703 

Albans)   701 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  line  33,  after  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the  words  '  who 
shall  declare  themselves  bona  fide  members  of  the  Church  of  England.'" — 
(Mr.  Talbot.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discussion  : — 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea-              Viscount  Cranbome  (Bocliester)...  705 
sury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,              Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot  (Oxford  Univer- 
Manchester,  E.)   704  sUy)  706 

Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs  (Herts,  St. 
Albans)   705 

Question  put,  and  negatived.    Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  26,  page  15,  line  27,  at  end,  to  insert — Provided  that  the 
borough  council  may,  if  it  thinks  fit,  take  into  account  continuous  service  under 
any  authority  or  authorities  to  which  this  Act  refers,  in  order  to  calculate  the 
total  period  of  service  of  any  officer  entitled  to  compensation  under  this  Act.'  " — 
(Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  these  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   707 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Further  Amendment  proposed — 


shall  apply  to  the  existing  officers  affected  by  this  Act,  as  if  references,  in 
those  sub-sections  to  the  borough  council,  ana  all  expenses  incurred  by '  the 
borough  council  in  pursuance  of  those  sub-section*  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
■Ate." -{Mr.  Solicitor-General.) 


'  (2)  Sub-sections  4  and  7  of  Section  89  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894, 
apply  to  the  existi: 
those  sub-sections  to  the 
borough  council  in 
general  rate." — (M\ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discussion  : — 

Mr.    Stuart      (Shoreditch,  The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R  B. 

Hoxton)   707  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)  ...  708 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Battersea)  708 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  1,  page  18,  to  leave  out  lines  10  and  11,  and  insert  the  words, 
•  The  area  consisting  of  the  Parliamentary  Division  of  Whitechapel,  consisting  of 
all  the  areas  included  in  the  Whitechapel  District  Board  of  Works,  together  with 
the  Parliamentary  Division  of  St.  George's-in-the-East  (including  Wapping).'  " — 
(Sir  Samuel  Montagu. ) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  '  Limehouse,'  in  line  1 1, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  H.  S.  Samuel  (Tower  Mr.  Lowles  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 

Hamlets,  Limehouse)     ...    710         ston)   ...  711 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tmver  Mr.  Stuarf  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)...  712 

Hamlets,  Poplar)          ...  710       Mr.  Herbeii  Robertson  (Hackney, 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  (Greenwich)    710         S.)    .'..712 

Mr.      Steadman      (Tower  The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  B. 

Hamlets,  Stepney)        ...  710          Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)    ...  713 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  Mr.  Steadman  714 

(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.)    711 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided — Ayes,  133  ;  Noes,  55.    (Division  List,  No.  181.) 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed —  «' 

"In  Schedule  1,  page  18,  to  leave  out  lines  14  and  15,  and  insert  'The  area 
consisting  of  the  parishes  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  Christ  Church,  St.  Saviour, 
Southwark,  and  Newington.'  "—(The  Solicitor-General.) 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Tlte  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  B. 

Hamlets,  Poplar)        ...    715  Finlay,  Inverness  Burglis)     ...  715 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  Stuart  (Shucrditk,  Hoxton)   ....  716 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  18,  line  30,  to  add,  «  and  including  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St. 
Peter,  Westminster,  and  the  Liberty  of  the  Rolls.'  "—{The  Solicitor-General.) 

Question,  "That  these  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.     Stuart    (Shoreditch,  The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  B. 

Hoxton)   716  Fink y,  Inverness  Burghs)     ...  717 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Another  Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  19,  column  2,  line  20,  before  the  word  1  subject,'  to  insert  the 
words,  '  subject  to  bye-laws  and  regulations  made  by  the  County  Council  and.' " 
—{Mr.  James  Stuart.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)    717 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed — 

'*  In  Schedule  2,  page  19,  column  2,  line  23,  after  's.  100,'  to  add,  *  and  a  101 ' ; 
and  in  Schedule  2,  page  19,  column  2,  line  23,  after  '  s.  100,'  add, '  subject  to  the 
requirement  that  borough  council  shall  send  annually  to  county  council  a  copy  of 
the  register.'  "—{Mr.  Stuart,  for  Captain  Sinclair.) 

The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  Mr.  Stuart  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton)...  717 

B.Finlay,InvernessBurghs)  717 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  there  were  not  40  Members  present. 
House  counted,  and  40  Members  being  present,  Debate  resumed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  20,  to  leave  out  lines  26  and  27."— [Sir  John  Dickson- Poynder.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill" 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.PicJcersgill(BethncdGreen,  The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  B. 

S.W.)   721          Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)    ...  725 

Mr.  Lowles (Shoreditch,  Hag-  Mr.  Causton  (Southwark,  W.)  ...  726 

gerston)   722       Colonel  Hughes  (Woolwich)      ...  726 

Mr.  Stuart  (Shoretlikh,  Hox-  Mr.  John  Burns  (Battersea)     ...  727 

ton)    723       Sir  J.   Diekson-Poynder  (Wilts, 

Chippenham)   728 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  2,  page  20,  to  leaveout  lines  20  and  27  ;  and  to  leave  out  lines 
28  to  30."— {Mr.  PickeragM.) 

The    First    Lord    of    the  Col.  Hughes  (Woolwich)   730 

Treasury    (Mr.    A.    J.              Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  (Tower  Ham- 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)    730  Ms,  Poplar)   730 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Tuesday  next 
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Finance  Bill — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment 
proposed  (6th  June)  on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as  amended  : — 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  In  page  2,  line  27,  after  the  word  '  enumerated,'  to  insert  the  words,  '  and 
tested.'  "—(Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  27,  after  the  word  *  form,'  to  insert  the  words  « but  does  not 
include  any  County  Council  or  Municipal  Corporation  bills  repayable  not  later 
than  twelve  months  from  their  date,  or  any  overdraft  at  the  bank  or  other  loan 
raised  for  a  merely  temporary  purpose  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twelve 
months.' " — (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  {Lanark,  Particle)   731 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"In  line  2,  after  the  word  'bills,'  to  insert  the  words  *of  exchange  or 
promissory  notes.' " — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  inserted  [in  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanark,  Mid)     ...  732 

chequer  (Sir    M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)  732 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  In  line  3,  after  the  word  *  raised,'  to  leave  out  the  words  *  for  a  merely 
temporary  purpose' " — (Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  proposed  Amendment." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Sir   Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow, 

chequer  (Sir  M.   Hicks-  Bridgeton)   733 

Beach,  Bristol,  W.)      ...  733 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Words  inserted. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  22,  after  the  word  '  called,'  to  insert  the  words,  '  But  pro- 
vided that  the  duty  under  this  section  shall  be  paid  by  a  local  authority  only 
once  in  respect  of  the  exercise  by  them  of  borrowing  powers,  and  shall  not  be 
paid  in  respect  of  money  reborrowed  by  them  to  replace  money  borrowed  which 
may  have  been  naid  off  otherwise  than  by  means  of  a  statutory  sinking  fund.' " 
— (Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Solicitor-General  (SirE.  B.  Fiulay,  Inverness  Burghs)    734 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided— Ayes,  69  ;  Noes,  168.    (Division  List,  No.  182.) 

Another  Amendment  made. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Tuesday  next. 
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LORDS :  FRIDAY,  9th  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE   BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
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further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
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panies (New  Lines).  And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders 
applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : — Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Orders  (No.  3).  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  ,n   „.  jH9 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

SUPPLY   [13th  ALLOTTED  DAY]. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1899-1890. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £49,482,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  coarse  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
,  Foreign  Affairs." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Charles  DiVce  {Gloucester,  Forest       The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

of  Dean)    778       Foreign  Affairs    {Mr.  Brodrick, 

Surrey,  Guildford)   77 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  State."— (Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 

Discussion  \— 

Lord     Cfiarles     Beresford              Mr.  Bill  {Staffordshire,  Leek)    ...  839 

{York)   784       Mr.  Macdona  {Southwark,  Mother- 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the                 hithe)   840 

Colonies  {Mr.  J.  Chamber-              Mr.  Moon  {St.  Pancras,  N.)     ...  842 

lain,  Birmingham,  W.) .. .  787       Mr.  Harwood  {Bolton)   843 

Lord  Cliarles  Beresford  ...  787  Earl  Percy  {Kensington,  S.)  ...  846 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Admi-              Mr.  Provand  {Glasgow,  Black- 

ralty  {Mr.   Goschen,  St.                 friars)    853 

George's,  Hanover  Square)  788       Mr.  Yerburgh  {Chester)   859 

Lord  Charles  Beresford     ...  788       Mr.  Brodrick    859 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for              Mr.  Yerburgh   860 

Foreign  Affairs  {Mr.  Brod-  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

rick,  Surrey,  Guildford) ...  792  (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol, 

Lord  Charles  Beresford     ...  792          W.)   864 

Mr.  Brodrick    800       Mr.  Labouchere  {Northampton) ...  865 

Mr.     Hedderwick     {Wicks              Mr.  Keswick  {Surrey,  Epsom)  ...  867 


813  Mr.  Barlow  {Somerset,  Frame)  ... 
Mr.  Brodrick    814  Mr.  Maclvor  {Liverpool,  Kirk- 
Sir  E.  Grey   (Northumber-  dale)  872 

land,  Berwick)   814  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  {Northumber- 

Sir  E.  SassoonJHythe)     ...  824  land)  872 

Mr.  Joseph  Walton  {York, 

W.  R.,  Barnsley)        ...  828 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

The  Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Seats  and  Shop  Assistants  (England  and  Ireland)  Bill— Considered  in 
Committee,  and  reported,  without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed  87ft 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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LORDS:    MONDAY,    12th    JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE   BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners,  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  com- 
plied with  :  Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railway  ;  Bootle  Corporation. 
The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  877 

Standing  Orders  Committee— Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill 
ought  to  he  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proceed,  provided  the 
names  of  the  Great  Central  Railway  Company  and  of  the  Waterloo  and 
City  Railway  Company  be  struck  out   877 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the  Belfast  Corpor- 
ation Bill  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proceed, 
provided  Clause  23  be  struck  out   877 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 

Stockport  Corporation  Water  Bill— A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  877 

Caledonian  Railway  (General  Powers)  Bill  [Lords]— The  Queen's 
consent  signified ;  ana  Bill  reported,  with  Amendments  ...       ...       ...  877 

Aberdeen  Joint  Passenger  Station  Bill  [Lords]— Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments  877 

North  Pembrokeshire  and  Fishguard  Railway  Bill  —Reported,  without 

Amendments  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  877 

North-West  London  Railway  Bill— The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and 

Bill  reported,  with  Amendments     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  878 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (Various  Powers)  Bill— Report 
from  the  Select  Committee,  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with 
the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the  opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  lable :  the  Orders  made  on  the  25th  of 
April  and  Tuesday  last  discharged  ;  and  Bill  committed    878 

Wetherby  District  Water  Bill — Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That 
the  Committee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
TsMe ;  the  Orders  made  on  the  25th  of  April  and  Tuesday  last  dis- 
charged ;  and  Bill  committed   878 

West  Highland  Railway  Bill  [Lords] — Commons  Amendments  considered, 

and  agreed  to  878 

Transvaal  Mortgage  Loan  and  Finance  Company  Bill  [Lords] — Read 

the  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons    878 

^(Qrowborongh  District  Water  Bill — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 

Amendments  agreed  to        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  878 

Hectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas  Orders 
Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirm- 
ation Bill  [Lords] ;  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]— House 
to  be  in  Committee  To-morrow   878 
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Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Harrow  Weald)  Provisional  Order 
Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order) ;  Bill  reported,  without 
Amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  j  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time  To-morrow   879 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third 

time  (according  to  Order),  and  passed   879 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4)  Bill— Read  the  third  time 

(according  to  Order),  and  passed   879 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third 
time  (according  to  Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons         ...  879 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill  [Lords]— Amendments 
reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow  879 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  that  the  following  Lords  be  proposed 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills;  viz. — D.  Bedford  (Chairman),  D.  Marlborough,  E.  Dartmouth, 
E.  Windsor,  L.  Bolton  : — Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) 
Bill ;  Central  Electric  Supply  Bill ;  Central  London  Railway  Bill ;  Charing 
Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill ;  Kensington  and  Notting 
Hill  Electric  Lighting  Bill ;  Midland  Railway  Bill ;  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  Bill ;  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  (Various 
Powers)  Bill.  Agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed  accordingly  :  The 
Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday,  the  22nd  instant,  at  Eleven  o'clock ; 
and  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as 
also  counsel  for  the  Bills       ...    ...  879 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Treaty  Series:  No.  14  (1899) — Withdrawal  of  Montenegro  from  the  Inter- 
national Union  for  the  protection  of  Literary  and  Artistic  Works   880 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1894 — Returns  as  regards  Ireland  for  the  year 

ended  31st  December,  1898    880 

Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888— Special  Reports  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  under  Section  1  of  the  Electric  Lighting  Act,  1888 :  I.  City  of 
London  Electric  Lighting ;  II.  Gateshead  Electric  Lighting.  Presented 
(by  Command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   880 

Public  Records  (Court  of  Exchequer)— Second  Schedule  of  classes  of 
documents  which  formerly  were,  or  ought  to  have  been,  in  the  Office  of 
the  King's  or  Queen's  Remembrancer,  of  the  Exchequer,  or  the  Clerk 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Port  Bonds  or  Coast  Bonds,  and  which 
are  now  in,  but  are  not  considered  of  sufficient  public  value  to  justify 
their  preservation  in,  the  Public  Record  Office   880 

Public  Works  Loan  Board — Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  for  1898-99, 
with  Appendices.  Laid  before  House  (pursuant  to  Act)  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table  880 

QUESTION. 

Ireland — Incitement  to  Crime — M'Hale  v.  Sullivan— Question,  The 

Lord  Coleridge ;  Answers,  The  Lord  Chancellor,  and  The  Earl  of  Arran  ...  880 
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Reformatory  Schools  (Amendment)  Bill  [Lords]— Committee. 
Clause  1 : — 

Lord  James  of  Hereford   ...    888       Lord  Leigh   888 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment;  and  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Isolation  Hospitals  (Amendment)  Bill  [Lords]— House  to  be  in  Committee 

on  Thursday,  the  22nd  instant   888 

Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension  Bill  [Lords]— House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) :  The  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Select  Committee 
made ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be 
received  on  Friday  next   888 

Manchester  Oanonries  Bill  [Lords] — A  Bill  to  amend  Section  20  of  the 
Parish  of  Manchester  Division  Act,  1850 — Was  presented  by  the  Earl 
Egerton  (for  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Manchester) :  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
printed  ;  and  to  be  read  the  second  time  on  Thursday,  the  22nd  instant. 
(No.  111.)   888 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill  [Lords]— A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  youth- 
ful offenders,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  therewith,  was  presented 
by  the  Lord  James  ;  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read 
the  second  time  on  Monday  next.    (No.  112.)   889 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  (England  and  Ireland)  Bill— Brought  from 

the  Commons  ;  read  the  first  time ;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  113.)       ...  889 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past  Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:  MONDAY,  12th  JUNE,  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  (Standing  Order  62  Complied  with)— Mr.  Speaker  laid 
upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  Standing  Order  No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  namely  : — Millwafl 
Dock  Bill.    Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  889 

Private  Bills  [Lords]  (Standing  Orders  Not  Previously  Inquired 
Into  Complied  with)— Mr.  Sepaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one 
of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — All  Saints' 
Church  (Cardiff)  Bill  [Lords];  Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time   889 

Birkenhead  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

with  Amendments.    [New  Title.]   889 

City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed   890 

Dumbarton  Burgh  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 

Amendments  890 

London  Improvements  Bill  (Queen's  Consent  signified);  Sheffield 
Corporation  Markets  Bill;  Stockport  Corporation  Bill— Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed   ^  ...  890 
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Blackpool  Improvement  Bill— As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the 

third  time   890 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill— As  amended,  to  be  considered  To-morrow        ...  890 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill  [Lords] ;  Sunderland  Corporation  Bill 

[Lords] — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed       ...       ...    890 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill ;  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Provisional  Order  (Borrowstounness)  Bill; 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (No.  1  Bill) ; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working 
Classes)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ; 
Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  890 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill— As  amended,  considered  j  to  be 
read  the  third  time  To-morrow        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  890 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Housing  of  Working 
Classes)  ( No.  2)  Bill.  LocalGovernmentj Ireland)  Provisional  Order 
(No.  4)  BilL — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  ...       ...       ...  890 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  20)  Bill.— To  confirm  a 
Provisional  Order  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the  Electric  Lighting 
Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to  the  City  of  London,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Ritchie  and  Mr.  Hanbury.  Ordered,  that  Standing  Order  193a 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  first  time. — (Mr.  Ritchie)...  891 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  20)  Bill.— To  confirm  a 
Provisional  Order  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the  Electric  Lighting 
Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to  the  City  of  London,  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.  (Bill  230.)   891 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  (Pilotage)  Bill  (Lords)— Report  (8th 
June)  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read.  Ordered,  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. — (Dr.  Farquharson.)   891 


PETITIONS. 

Ground  Rents  (Taxation  by  Local  Authorities) — Petitions  in  favour  j — 

From  Wakefield,  and  Ealing,  to  lie  upon  the  Table   891 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  BilL— Petition 

from  Elgin,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...       ...       ...       ...  891 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill — Petition  from  Kilburn,  in  favour ;   to  lie 

upon  the  Table   891 

Parish  Councils  Association  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Greenock,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  891 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from 

Greenock,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  891 

Poor  Law  Relief  (Disfranchisement)— Petition  from  Reading,  for  alteration 

of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   891 

Poor  Law  (Scotland)  Acts— Petition  from  Greenock,  for  alteration  of  Law ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  892 
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Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill— Petitions  in  favour; 

From  Elgin,  Forfar,  Kirkcudbright,  and  Perth  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  892 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— Petitions  in  favour; 

From  Manchester,  Rochester,  and  Newcastle  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      . . .  892 

Sale  op  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children— Petition  from  Brierfield,  for 

alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  892 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  (Scotland)  Act  (1896)  Amendment  Bill- 
Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   ...       ...       ...  892 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie  upon 

the  Table   892 

Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Forfar, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   892 

Vaccination  Acts,  1867  to  1898 — Petition  from  Daventry,  for  alteration 

of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   892 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888  —  Copies  presented, — of  Special 
Reports  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  Section  1  of  The  Electric  Lighting 
Act,  1888  : — (1)  City  of  London  Electric  Lighting ;  (2)  Gateshead  Electric 
Lighting;  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...       ...       ...       ...  892 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894  and  1896  (Ireland) — Copy  presented, — 
of  Return,  in  pursuance  of  the  Acts  as  regards  Ireland  for  the  year  1898 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  892 

Channel  Islands  (Crown  Rights) — Return  ordered,  "of  Revenues  drawn 
from  the  Crown  Rights  in  the  Channel  Islands  in  each  year  during  the 
last  five  years,  distinguishing  for  each  Island  separately  the  Amount 
received  from  Tithes,  from  Fines  on  Transfer  of  Property,  from  Seigneurial 
Dues,  and  from  other  sources;  and  stating  the  Cost  of  Collection,  the 
several  Payments  made  for  Local  Purposes,  and  the  Net  Amount  paid  into 
the  Exchequer." — (Sir  Charles  Dilke.)   893 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to — Farnley  Tyas  Mar- 
riages Bill,  without  Amendment.  That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  constitute  the  Divisions  of  Lincolnshire  separate  Counties 
for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Coroners  Acts."  [Lincolnshire  Coroners  Bill 
[Lords.]   893 

QUESTIONS. 

Trade  in  the  Russian  Empire— Question,  Sir  Howard  Vincent  (Sheffield, 
Central);  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs* 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  893 

The  Distressed  Armenians — Question,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith  (Flintshire) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)   894 

Cmmpd-g  in  the  United  States— Question,  Colonel  Denny  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  894 

Xayigation  of  Merchant  Vessels— Question,  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson 
(Middlesbrough) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr. 
Bitchie,  Croydon)    89^ 
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Scottish  Universities — Question,  Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardineshire);  Answer, 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  Buteshire)    896 

Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland — Question,  Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow, 

Bridgeton) ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  Buteshire)  896 

Attack  by  British  Soldiers  on  a  Rangoon  Woman — Question,  Mr. 
Davitt  (Mayo,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord 
George  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)   896 

Assam  Tea  Plantations— Question,  Mr.  Schwann  (Manchester,  N.)  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing)  897 

Liquor  Trade  in  the  Madras  Presidency — Question,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith 
(Flintshire) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George 
Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)   897 

Divine  Service  in  Government  Factory  Chapels — Question,  Mr.  Channing 
(Northampton,  E.),  and  Mr.  Carvell  Williams  (Notts.,  Mansfield);  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)    898 

Troops  at  Aldershot — Question,  Major  Rasch  (Essex,  S.E.) ;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)    899 

School  Accommodation  at  Bethnal  Green — Question,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot 
(Oxford  University) ;  Answer,  The  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  on  Education  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  University)    900 

Working -Class  Dwellings  at  Bethnal  Green — Question,  Mr.  J.  G. 
Talbot  (Oxford  University) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Sir  M.  White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool)   900 

Unqualified  Dispensers — Question  Major  Rasch  (Essex,  S.E.);  Answer, 
The  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council  on  Education  (Sir  J. 
Gorst,  Cambridge  University)   901 

School  Teachers  Superanuation — Question,  Mr.  Bill  (Staffordshire,  Leek) ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  M.  White 
Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool)   901 

Ireland-^Industrial  Schools  Act —Question,  Colonel  M'Calmont  (Antrim, 
E.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   901 

Glin  District  School — Question,  Mr.  Austin  (Limerick,  W.) ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)   902 

Irish  National  Teachers  Examinations — Question,  Mr.  Davitt  (Mayo,  S.); 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (xMr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   902 

Land  Valuation  at  Sligo — Question,  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh  (Leitrim,  N.); 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   903 

Thin  Postcards  for  Commercial  Purposes — Question,  Sir  Reginald 
Hanson  (London) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Hanbury,  Preston)   904 

The  East  Central  District  Post  Office  Staff — Question,  Mr.  M*Ghee 

(Louth,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)  ...  904 

Newbliss  Post  Office  Messenger— Question,  Mr.  Macaleese  (Monaghan, 
N.);  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
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Limerick  Sorting  Clerks — Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny) ;  An- 
swer, The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury  Preston)   . . .  905 

State  Aid  for  the  Blind — Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny) ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  M.  White 
Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool)   906 

Castletown,  Berehaven  Pier — Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Kilkenny ; 

Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  906 

Tn  Vicar  of  St.  Michael's,  Southampton — Question,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith, 
(Flintshire) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.)   907 

South  African  Republic — The  Bloemfontein  Conference — Question, 
Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester,  S.W.) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  907 

Business  of  the  House — Questions,  Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow,  Bridge- 
ton),  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis),  Mr.  Channing  (Northampton,  E.), 
Mr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N.),  and  Mr.  James  Lo wther( Kent,  Than et) ;  Answers, 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)       ...  907 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  (Expenses)— Considered  in 
Committee. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  he 
provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  remuneration,  allowances,  and  expenses  that 
may  become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  provide  for 
improving  and  extending  the  procedure  for  obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by 
way  of  Provisional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to  Scotland."— {Sir  William 
WcUrond.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  'remuneration.'" — (Mr.  Thos.  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  remuneration '  stand  part  of  the 
Resolution." 

Discussion  : — 

The   Lord    Advocate  (Mr.  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  (Lanark,  Particle)  910 

A.  G.  Murray,  Buteshire)    909       Mr.  Channing  (Northampton,  E.)  910 
Dr.  Claik  (Caithness)       ...  909 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to 
be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  remuneration,  allowances,  and 
expenses  that  may  become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the  present 
Session  to  provide  for  improving  and  extending  the  procedure  for 
obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by  way  of  Provisional  Orders  in 
matters  relating  to  Scotland. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
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Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill— Committee. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

"  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  that  they  have  power  to  extend 
the  scope  of  the  Bill  to  include  the  remainder  of  the  United  Kingdom."— (Capt. 
Sinclair. ) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.   Buchanan    {Aberdeen-  Sir     H.  Campbell-Bannerman 

shire,  E.)    913  (Stirling  Burghs)    914 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G.  Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy)   916 

Murray*  Buteshire)       ...  914       Mr.  Lloyd-George  (Carnarvon)  ...  916 

■Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Bill  Considered  in  Committee. 

Clause  1 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  i»age  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  *  public  authority  or.'  "—(Mr.  Edmund 
Robertson. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  1  public  authority  or  '  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

The    Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Sir    H.  Campbell-Bannerman 

A.  G.  Murray,  Buteshire)      919  (Stirling  Burghs)    920 

Mr.  Cripps  (Gloucestershire,  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray     ...       ...  920 

Stroud)    919       Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)   920 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  after  '  authority,'  to  insert  the  words,  *  other  than  a 
public  authority  seeking  poweis  inconsistent  with,  or  in  addition  to,  the 
general  law." — (Mr.Cripps.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discussion  :— 

The  Lord  Advocate  {Mr.  A.  G.  Mr. Stuart  Wortley(Sheffield,  Hallam)926 

Murray,  Buteshire)       ...    922       Mr.  Ure  (Linlithgow)   926 

Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  (Lanark-  Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hants,  iV.)        ...  927 

shire,  Partick)    ...        ...    924       Mr.Cripps       ...    927 

Mr.  Cripps  (Gloucester,  Stroud)  924       The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 

(Stirling  Burghs)   925  ter,  E  928 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out '  or  persons.'  "—(Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  'or  persons'  stand  part  of  the 
clause. 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.   G.  Murray,  Buteshire)   930 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  6,  after  'persons,'  to  insert  'other  than  railway  com- 
panies.' "—(Mr.  Crippt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


XCV 

Page 


Discussion  : — 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A. 

G.  Murray,  Buteshire)  ...  931 
Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire, 

Mid)    931 

Mr.  Renshaw  (Renfrewshire, 

W.)    932 

Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (Perth)  934 
Mr.     Cripps  (Gloucester, 

Stroud)   934 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen)      ...  935 


Mr.  Caldwell   

Mr.  Hedderwkk  (Wicks  Burghs) 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee) 
Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs). . . 
Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  (Lanarkshire, 

Partick)   

Mr.  Colrille  (Lanark,  N.E.)  ... 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)  ... 

Sir    H.  CampbellrBannerman 

(Stirling  Burghs) 


936 
936 
937 
937 

937 
938 
938 

938 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  « at  present.' " — [Mr.  Caldwell.) 

<Juestion  proposed,  "  That  the  words  4  at  present '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,  Buteshire)   

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word  1  shall, 'and  insert  the  word  *  may ' 
instead  thereof."— {Mr.  Parker  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  " That  the  word  'shall '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


939 


Discussion  : — 

The  Lard  Advocate  (Mr.  A. 
G.  Murray,  Buteshire)  ... 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton). . . 

Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardine- 
shire) 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire, 
Mid)   

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  (Hawick 
Burghs)  


940 

941 

941 
942 


942 
942 
943 


Mr.  Souttar  (Dumfriesshire)  ...  943 
Dr.  Farquharson{A berdeenshire,  W.)  944 
Mr.  Buchanan  (Aberdeenshire,  E.)  944 
Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)  ... 
Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (Perth)  ... 
Mr.  A.  G.  Murray 

Mr.  Caldwell   

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 
Dr.  Clark   


945 
945 
945 
946 
946 
947 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  196  ;  Noes,  80.    (Division  List,  No.  183.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'by'  to  the  end  of  the  clanse, 
and  add  the  words  '  Private  Bill,  according  to  the  existing  practice  of  Parlia- 
ment, unless  and  until  there  is  opposition  to  the  Bill,  in  which  case  only  the 
procedure  established  by  this  Act  snail  apply '  instead  thereof." — (Mr.  Edmund 
Robertson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  to  the  words 
'a  provisional,'  in  line  12,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Discussion  : — 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)...  954 

G.  Murray,  Buteshire)  ...  952       Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee)  95+ 

Mr.  Thorburn  (Pe-ebles  and  Dr.  Clark   955 

Selkirk)   953       Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar)        ...  955 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)      ...  953       Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  (Lanarkshire, 

Sir  Mark  Stuaii  (Kirkcud-  Partick)   956 

bright)   953 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  146  ;  Noes,  56.    (Division  List,  No.  184.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words  ' a  provisional '  and  insert 
'an.'"— (Mr.  J.  P.  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  '  That  the  words  1  a  provisional '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,              The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Mid)    957  Murray,  Buteshire)   957 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  21,  after  the  word  1  advertisement '  to  insert  words  1  in  at 
least  two  newspapers  circulating  in  the  locality  interested.' " — (Mr.  Dal: tel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted. 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G.  Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs).. .  959 

Murray,  Buteshire)      ...  958 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out '  prescribed '  and  insert '  required 
by  Standing  Orders.' "—(Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word  'prescribed'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Discussion  : — 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G.  '    Mr.  Thomas  Sliaw    960 

Murray,  Buteshire)      ...    959       Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)   961 

Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  (Lanark-  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  '    962 

shire,  Partick)   959       Mr.  A.  G.  Murray    963 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mr.  Alexander  Cross  (Glasgow, 

Mid)    959  Camlachie)    963 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  (Hawkk  Dr.  Clark    964 

Burghs)   960       Mr.  Caldwell    964 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  960 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  130;  Noes,  55.    (Divisional  List,  No. 
185.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  to  leave  out  Clause  1."— (Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  1,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 
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Discussions — 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glas-  Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanark,  Mid.)   ...  969 

gow,  Bridgeton)   968 

Mr.  Sovttar  (Dumfriesshire)  968 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  175;  Noes,  62.    (Division  List,  No. 
186.) 

Clause  2  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  after  the  word  '  Commons,'  to  insert  the  words,  'and 
two  Members  of  each  House  of  Parliament  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  each 
session  in  manner  provided  by  Standing  Orders  shall  be  a  Standing  Joint 
Committee  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament." — (Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A. 

G.  Murray,  Buteshire)  ...  974 
Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanark,  Mid)  974 
Mr.  Richards  (Finsbury,  E.)  975 
Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)  ...  975 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 

(Stirling  Burghs)  ...  976 
Mr.  Cripps  (Gloucestershire, 

Stroud  )   977 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  978 
Mr.     Edmund  Robertson 

(Dundee)    978 

Mr.     Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy 

Burghs)   979 

Mr.  Cochrane  (Ayrshire,  N.) 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 
Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  977 
Mr.  Souttar  (Dumfriesshire)  980 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again,"  put,  and  agreed  to.  Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Thursday   989 

Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill  [Lords]— Second 

Reading— Order  for  Second  Reading  read  989 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  Second  time." 

Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  989 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned.    Debate  to  be  resumed 
upon  Thursday. 

lunacy  Bill  [Lords] — Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read — (The  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  Thursday. 
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Mr.  J.  P.  Smith    980 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)   980 

Mr.  Hedderwick  (Wick  Burghs)  981 
Mr.  Stuart   Wortley  (Sheffield, 

Hallam)    982 

Dr.  Clark    982 

Colonel     Denny  (Kilmarnock 

Burghs)    983 

Mr.  Dalziel    983 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray    984 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman    . . .  984 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.   J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.)   985 

Mr.  Cripps    988 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman    ...  988 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour    989 
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Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Charming  (Nmihamp-  Mr.  John  Burns    991 

ton,  E.)    990 

The  Secretary  to  the  Local 

Government  Board  (Mr.  T. 

W.  Russell,  Tyrone)    ...  990 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  (Amendment)  Bill — Order  for  Second 

Reading  read — {Mr.  Bigwood,  Middlesex,  Jhrntimxl)...        ...        ...        ...  991 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanark,  Mid.)    992       Mr.  John  Bums  (Bad ersea)     ...  992 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


LORDS:  TUESDAY  13th  JUNE  1899. 
NEW  PEER. 

The  Duke  of  Beaufort  sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  father. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chanceixor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Tabic  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have 
been  complied  with:  Woking  Water  and  Gas — And  also  the  Certificate  that 
the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
with  :  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2.)  The  same  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   993 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill — A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 

Committee    993 

Southport  Tramways  Bill  [Lords]— Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  promoters  do  not  intend  to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill ; 
Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with    993 

Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  Bill;  Workington  Corporation 
Water  Bill  [Lords] — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with  Amend- 
ments ..."      ...   993 

Brooke's  Park  (Londonderry)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Cardiff  Railway  Bill- 
Reported  with  Amendments     993 

Kensington  and  Notting  Hill  Electric  Lighting  Bill— The  Chairman  of 
Committees  informed  the  House  that  the  Opposition  to  the  Bill  was  with- 
drawn ;  The  Orders  made  on  the  2nd  instant  and  yesterday  discharged  ; 
and  Bill  committed  for  Friday  next   993 

Watermen's  and  Lightermen's  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]— Report 
from  the  Select  Committee,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table    994 
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South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Companies 
(New  Lines)  Bill — Read  the  second  time,  and  committed :  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection    994 

Buenos  Ayr es  and  Pacific  Railway  Company  Bill  [Lords] ;  Yorke 
Estate  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons   994 

City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill;  London  Improvements  Bill: 
Sheffield  Corporation  Markets  Bill ;  Stockport  Corporation  Bill 

—Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  994 

Birkenhead  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]— Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to,  with  Amendments  994 

Dumbarton  Burgh  Bill  [Lords] — Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 

with  Amendments :  The  said  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to     ...  994 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Harrow  Weald)  Provisional  Order 
Bill— Read  the  third  time  (according  to  Order),  and  passed    994 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the 
third  time  (according  to  Order),  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons   ...  994 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords];  Water  Orders  Con- 
firmation Bill  [Lords] — House  in  Committee  (according  to  Order)  : 
Amendments  made  :  Standing  Committee  negatived  :  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next   994 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill  [Lords]— House  in 
Committee  (according  to  Order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  on 
Thursday  next  995 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] — House  in  Committee 
(according  to  Order) ;  Amendments  made  :  Standing  Committee  negatived : 
The  Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday  next    995 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  15)  Bill  [Lords]— Committed  to 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next  ...       ...       ...       ...  995 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords]— Committed :  The 
Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection...       ...       ...  995 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill— To  be  read  the  second 
time  on  Thursday  next — (The  Earl  of  Dudley.)   995 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  7)  Bill  (No.  114) ; 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Provisional  Order  (Borrow 
Stounness)  Bill  (No.  115) ;  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Order  (No.  1)  Bill  (No.  116) ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Order 
(Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Bill  (No.  117) ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Order  (No.  5)  Bill  (No.  118) ;  Local  Government  Pro- 
visional Orders  (Poor  Law)  Bill  (ho.  119)— Brought  from  the 
Commons,  read  the  first  time,  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners      ...       ...    ...       ...  995 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  (Pensions)  Bill ;  Lisburn 
Town  Commissioners  Bill,  how  Lisburn  Urban  District  Councils  Bill 

—Read  the  third  timo,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned 

to  the  Commons   996 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

South  African  Republic — Papers  relating  to  the  complaints  of  British  subjects 

in  the  South  African  Republic   996 

Explosives — I.  (Explosion  of  carbo-gelatine  at  factory  near  Faveraham,) 
Report  to  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
by  Colonel  A.  Ford,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of  Explosives,  on 
the  circumstances  attending  an  explosion  of  carbo-gelatine  in  course  of 
manufacture,  which  occurred  at  the  factory  of  the  Cotton  Powder 
Company,  at  Uplees  Marshes,  near  Faversham,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1899. 
II.  (Explosion  of  Percussion  Caps  at  factory  at  Streetly,  near  Birmingham.) 
Report  to  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
by  Major  A.  Cooper-Key,  R.A.,  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives,  on 
the  circumstances  attending  an  explosion  of  percussion  caps  in  course  of 
manufacture  at  the  factory  of  the  Birmingham  Metal  and  Munitions 
Company,  Limited,  at  Streetly,  near  Birmingham,  on  the  11th  of  April, 
1899.  Explosive  Act,  1875— Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  Her 
Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives. — Presented,  by  command,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table   996 

Certified  Inebriate  Reformatories  (Rules  for  Management)— Rules 
made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment for  the  domestic  management  of  the  certified  inebriate  reformatory 
at  Horfield  in  the  County  of  Gloucester   996 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


QUESTION. 
Estate  Duty. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  The  Lord  Chancellor  (The  Earl  of 

(The  Earl  of  Morley)    ...    997  Halsbury)   1000 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  ...  1000 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:  TUESDAY  13th  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
Private  Bills  (Lords). 

(Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into  complied  with.) 

Mr  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are  applicable  thereto,  have 
been  complied  with,  viz. : — Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] ; 
North  Eastern  and  Hull  and  Barnsley  Railways  (Joint  Dock)  Bill  [Lords'  ; 
North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time  1002 

Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway  Bill  —  Queen's  Consent 
signified,    Reard  the  third  time,  and  passed        ...  ... ,  ••• 
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Infant  Orphan  Asylum  Bill  [Lords];  London  Hospital  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Stockton  and  Middlesbrough  Water  Bill  [Lords].  Read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  without  Amendment   1002 

Darwen  Corporation  Bill— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the  third 

time   1002 

Qodalming  Corporation  Water  Bill  (by  Order)-- Order  for  consideration, 
as  amended,  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Order  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  deferred 
till  Thursday  next."— (Dr.  Farquharson. ) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Duncombe  (Cumberland,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)  1003 

Egremont)                       1003  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  far 

The  Secretary  to  the  Local  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 

Government  Board  (Mr.  T.  Surrey,  Guildford)   1004 

W.  Russell,  Tyrone)     ...  1003  Mr.  Stuart  (Shoreditch,  Hozton)  1004 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  168 ;  Noes,  34.    (Division  List,  No.  187). 
Order  for  consideration,  as  amended,  deferred  till  Thursday. 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill— (By  Order.)  Order  for 

consideration,  as  amended,  read    1005 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  con- 
sidered" 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  oat  the  words  ' now  considered,'  in  order  to  add  the  words  ' re- 
committed to  the  former  Committee  with  respect  to  Clause  10  (Acquisition  of 
Site  of  Spitalfields  Market  by  agreement),  and  Clause  25  (Act  not  to  authorise 
taking  twenty  houses  of  persons  of  the  labouring  class  in  any  parish).' " — (Mr. 
Alexander  Har greaves  Brown.) 

Question,  "That  the  words  'now  considered'  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion," put,  and  negatived ;  words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  former  Committee  in  respect  of  Clause  10  (Acqui- 
sition of  Site  of  Spitalfields  Market,  by  agreement),  and  Clause  25 
(Act  not  to  authorise  taking  twenty  houses  of  persons  of  the  labour- 
ing class  in  any  parish)  ,   1006 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill — (By  Order.)  Order  for  consideration,  as  amended, 

read   1006 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  considered."— {Mr.  John  Redmond.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  'now,'  and,  at  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the 
words,  '  upon  this  day  three  months.'  "—(Mr.  Carson.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now 1  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
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Discussion  ■.— 

Mr.  Johnson- Ferguson  {Lei-  Mr.    William    lledmowl  {East 

cestershire,  Lougliborough) .  1022  Clare)  ...        ...        ...  1038 

Mr.  Fison   (York,  W.  K,  Colonel  Saanderson      ...       ...  1039 

Doncaster)   1031        Mr.  Hartley  (Islington,  N.)  ...1039 

Colonel  Saunderson  (Armagh,  Mr.  William  Moore  (Antrim,  X.)  1040 

N.)    1032       Mr.  Buncombe  (Cumberland,  Egre- 

Mr.  Dillon,  (Mayo,  E.)     ...  1035  moid)  1044 

Colonel  Saunderson  ...1035       Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Cork,  N.)  ...1044 

The  Secretary  to  the  Local 

Government    Board  (Mr. 

T.  W.  Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)  1035 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  291  ;  Noes,  129.    (Division  List,  No.  188.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to.. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read  the  third  time. 
Ionian  Bank  Bill.  (By  Order.)    Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the.  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)        ...        ...  1053 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

St.  NeotS  Water  Bill.  [Lords].  (By  Order).  (Order  for  Second  Reading  read)  1053 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"That  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  be  deferred  till  Monday."— {Mr.  J.  W.  Lmother.) 

Mr.    Buncombe   (Cumberland,    Egre-  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cum- 

mont)    1053  berland,  Penrith)        ...  1053 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday  next. 

Totland  Water  Bill  (Lords) — Read  a  second  time  and  committed   1054 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill ;  Pier  and  Harbour 

Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1054 

Standing  Orders. — Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee — 

"  That  in  the  case  of  the  Bradford  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill,  Peti- 
tion for  additional  Provision,  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  he  dispensed  with  : 
That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  introduce  their  additional  Provision,  if  the 
Committee  on  the  Bill  think  fit." 

Resolution  agreed  to  1054 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to,  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill.  Amendments  to  West  Highland  Railway  Bill  [Lords]  without 
Amendment    ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  1054 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional 
Order  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Klectric  Lighting  Acts, 
1882  and  1888,  relating  to  Clontarf."  [Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Order  (No.  9)  Bill  [Lords.]    1054 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888, 
relating  to  East  Retford,  Failsworth,  Pemberton,  Stourbridge,  Swinton 
and  Pendlebury,  and  Wedncsbury."  [Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill  (Lor^lfl).]  ...  1055 
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And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Transvaal  Mortgage, 
.Loan,  and  Finance  Company,  Limited,  to  arrange  with  the  holders  of 
their  founders'  shares,  for  sub-dividing  shares,  and  creating  certain 
preferences;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Transvaal  Mortgage,  Loan,  and 
Finance  Company  Bill  [Lords.]        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1055 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  9)  Bill  [Lords.]— Read  the 
first  time  ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  231.]   1055 

Bectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  the 
first  time ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  232.]   1055 

Transvaal  Mortgage  Roan,  and  Finance  Company  Bill  [Lords]— 
Read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills  1055 


PETITIONS. 

Borough  Funds  Act,  1872— Petition  from  Bethesda,  for  alteration  of  Law; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  1055 

Elkmkntay  Education  (Voluntary  Schools) — Petition  from  Tranmere,  for 

alteration  of  Law;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1055 

Ground  Rents  (Taxation  by  Local  Authorities) — Petition  from  Hudders- 

field,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1055 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Blackford, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1055 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill— Petition 

from  Polmont,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...       ...       ...       ...  1055 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill — Petition  from  Plymouth,  in  favour  ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  1056 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill — Petition  from  Nottingham, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1056 

Vivisection — Petition  from  London,  for  prohibition ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  1056 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dec. 

Army  (Special  Pensions) — Copy  presented, — of  return  for  the  year  ended 
31st  of  March,  1899,  of  Pensions  specially  granted  under  Articles  730, 
1170,  and  1207  of  the  Army  Pay  Warrant  [by  Command];  to  lie  npon 
the  Table   1056 

South  African  Republic  -  Copy  presented,  -of  Papers  relating  to  the  Com- 
plaints of  British  Subjects  in  the  South  African  Republic  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  1056 

Explosives — Copy  presented, — of  Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  Her 
Majesty's  Inspectors  of  Explosives,  being  for  the  year  1898  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...   ^  ...  1056 
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Explosions  (Uplees  Marshes,  Faversham) — Copy  presented, — of  Report 
by  Colonel  A.  Ford,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of  Explosives,  on 
the  circumstances  attending  the  destruction  and  explosion  of  carbo-gelatine 
in  course  of  manufacture,  which  occurred  at  the  factory  of  the  Cotton 
Powder  Company,  at  Uplees  Marshes,  near  Faversham,  on  the  5th  May, 
1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1056 

Explosions  (Streetly,  Birmingham)— Copy  presented, — of  Report  by  Major 
A.  Cooper-Key,  R.A.,  Her  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives,  to  the  right 
hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  on  the  circum- 
stances attending  an  explosion  of  percussion  caps  in  course  of  manufacture 
at  the  factory  of  the  Birmingham  Metal  and  Munitions  Company,  Limited, 
at  Streetly,  near  Birmingham,  on  the  11th  April,  1899  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table    1056 

Inebriate  Reformatories  (Rules  for  Management) — Copy  presented, — 
of  Rules,  made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  for  the  Domestic  Management  of  the  certified  Inebriate 
Reformatory  at  Horfield,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table   1057 

• 

Merchant  Shipping,  1898— Copy  ordered,  "  of  Tables  showing  the  Progress 
of  British  Merchant  Shipping." — (Mr.  Ritchie.)  Copy  presented  accord- 
ingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  217.)   1057 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional  Order  in- 
cluded in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No.  20)  Bill." — (Mr. 
Ritchie.)  Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    (No.  218.)  1057 

Companies  (Winding  Up) — Return  ordered,  "  of  the  names  of  all  the  com- 
panies registered  in  England  which  were  ordered  to  be  wound  up  by  the 
Court,  or  which  passed  resolutions  for  winding  up  voluntarily,  during  the 
year  ending  the  31st  day  of  December,  1896,  showing  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  liquidators,  and  giving  the  following  particulars,  viz. : 
(1)  the  amount  of  paid-up  capital,  distinguishing  the  amount  paid  up  in 
cash  and  the  amount  issued  as  paid  up  otherwise  than  for  cash  ;  (2)  the 
estimated  amount  of  probable  loss  arising  on  each  of '  the  abovc-r.anied 
classes  of  shares,  respectively  ;  (3)  the  estimated  amount  of  probable  loss  to 
unsecured  or  partially  secured  creditors ;  (4)  the  names  of  companies 
going  into  liquidation  during  the  year  1896  on  which  no  losses  to 
shareholders  or  creditors  are  estimated  as  probable." — (Mr.  Charles 
M' Arthur.)   1057 


BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Drainage  Separation — Bill  to  enable  Local  Authorities  to  deal  separately 
with  the  sewage  and  drainage  of  their  districts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Stephens,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Sir  William 
Priestley,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Bigwood,  Mr.  Cripps,  Mr.  Lawson  Walton, 
Dr.  Amoroso,  and  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones       ...       ...       ...   1057 

Registration  of  Electors  (England)— Bill  to  amend  the  Law  regarding 
the  Registration  of  Electors  in  England,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
R.  G.  Webster,  Sir  Edward  Gourley,  Major  Rasch,  Mr.  Vaughan-Davies, 
and  Mr.  Pierpoint   1058 
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Drainage  Separation  Bill — "  To  enable  Local  Authorities  to  deal  separately 
with  the  sewage  and  drainage  of  their  districts,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  21st  of  June,  and 
to  be  printed.    (Bill  233.)    1058 

Registration  of  Electors  (England)  Bill — "  To  amend  the  I>aw  regard- 
ing the  Registration  of  Electors  in  England,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  3rd  of  July,  and  to  be 
printed    (Bill  234.)   1058 


QUESTIONS. 

Longford  Militia — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan,  W.) ;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)         ...       ...  1058 

Salisbury  Plain — Question,  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley  (Derbyshire,  Chesterfield)  j 
Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J.  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  1059 

Ceylon  Land  Ordinances — Question,  Mr.  Schwann  (Manchester,  N.); 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)     1059 

The  Transvaal  :  The  Bloemfontein  Conference — Questions,  Mr.  Ellis  J. 
Griffith  (Anglesey),  and  Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton);  Answers,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)  1059 

Alleged  Arming  the  Boers  in  Natal— Question,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman 
(Wolverhampton,  W.) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)   1061 

Political  Rights  of  Uitlanders— Questions,  Sir  Ellis  Ashmead-Bartlett 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall),  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott  (Lancashire,  Leigh),  Mr.  Swift 
MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1061 

The  Pacific  Cable — Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary,  Mid) ;  Answer,  The 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)  1063 

Mauritius  Sugar  Industry — Question,  Mr.  W.  Holland  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Rotherham) ;  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)   1063 

West  African  Liquor  Traffic — Question,  Captain  Sinclair  (Forfarshire) ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)   1063 

Tonga — Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary,  Mid) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)        ...  1064 

The  Alaskan  Boundary  Question  Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary, 
Mid) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  1064 

Turklsh  Loan,  1885— Questions,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.),  and  Mr.  Pierpoint, 
(Warrington) ;  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  1064 

Russia  in  China— Question,  Sir  Ellis  Ashmead-Bartlett  (Sheffield,  EccK-s  ill); 
Answer,  The  under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)   _  ...  1035 
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Prohibition  of  Rice  Exports  from  Nanking — Question,  Mr.  Provand 
(Glasgow,  Blackfriare) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  1065 

Irish  Lights — Maiden  Rocks,  Larne — Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St. 
Patrick);  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Croydon)   1066 

British  Soldiers  at  Rio  De  Janeiro— Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary, 

Mid)  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)  1066 

Buenos  Ayres  Cattle  Trade— Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick)  j 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  (Mr.  W.  H.  Long, 
Liverpool,  West  Derby)   1067 

New  Wine  Duties — Question,  Mr.  Lambert  (Devon,  South  Molton) ;  Answer, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol,  W.)       ...  1068 

The  Bawnboy  Letter  Carrier — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan,  W.) ; 
Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)   ,   1068 

Lough  Rynn  Letter  Deliveries — Question,  Mr.  Tully  (Leitrim,  S.)  ; 
Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)   1068 

Belfast  Post  Office  Staff — Question,  Mr.  Schwann  (Manchester,  N.); 
Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)   1069 

Scottish  Secondary  and  Technical  Schools — Question,  Mr.  Buchanan 
(Aberdeenshire,  E.) ;  Answer,  A  Junior  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Anstruther,  St.  Andrews  Burgh)   1069 

Kerry  County  Council— Question,  Mr.  Field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick} ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1070 

Ulster  and  Connaught  National  School  Teachers — Question,  Mr.  Field 
(Dublin,  St.  Patrick) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G. 
W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  1070 

Intermediate  Education  in  Ireland— Question,  iMr.  Field  (Dublin,  St. 
Patrick) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central)   1071 

Longford  County  Council  Collector — Questiop,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan, 
W.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1071 

Longford  and  the  Agricultural  Grant— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell 
(Cavan,  W.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central)   1072 

Queen's  Island  Workmen,  Belfast — Question,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.) ;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)     ...  1073 

Westport  Commissioners  —  Question,  Dr.  Robert  Ambrose  (Mayo,  W.); 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1074 

Dublin  Police  Clothing — Question,  Mr.  Crilly  (Mayo,  N.) ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  ...       ...  1074 
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Domnick  O'Donnell  opGlengad — Question,  Mr.  Crilly  (Mayo,  N.);  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)      ...  1074 

Extra  Police  at  Belmullet— Question,  Mr.  Crilly  (Mayo,  N.) ;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)      ...  1075 

Local  Government  in  West  Cavan — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan,  W.) ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1075 

Miujngar  Asylum  Board  Joint  Committee. — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell 
(Cavan,  W.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central)         ..-  1076 

Annaly  Estate,  County  Longford— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan,  W.) ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   :   1076 

Roscommon  and  the  Agricultural  Grant — Question,  Mr.  Tully  (LeitrimS.); 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1077 

Business  of  the  House— Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucester,  Forest  of 
Dean);  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.)   1078 

NEW  WRIT 

For  the  Burgh  of  Edinburgh  (East  Division) — in  the  room  of  Robert  Wallace, 
esquire,  deceased. — {Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone.)  1078 

Local  Government  Bill— Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time." 

Mr.  Buncombe  {Cumberland,  Egremont)   1080 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  words  'now  read  the  third  time,'  in  order  to  add  the 
words  'recommitted  in  respect  of  Clause  2.'— (Mr.  Elliot)— instead  thereof." 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  now  read  the  third  time '  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Mr.  R.  G.  Webster  {St.  Pancras, 

rhetjuer  {Sir  M.  Hicks-  E.)  1085 

Beach,  Bristol,  W.)     ...1080  Mr.  Labowhere  {Nwthampton)  1086 

Earl  Perry  {Kensington,  S.)  1082  Mr.  Elliot  {Durhua  City)       ...  1086 

Sir  H.  Campbell  Bannerman 
{Stirling  Burghs)        ...  1084 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Finance  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  1086 

Plumbers'  Registration. 
Mr.  Lees  Knowles  (Salfard,  W.)  1087 

Notice  taken  that  40  Members  were  not  present ;  House  counted  and  40  Mem- 
bers not  being  present — 

House  adjourned  at  Eight  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS :  WEDNESDAY,  14th  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Ilford  Gas  Bill — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to   1089 

Friends'  Provident  Institution  Bill  [Lords];  Lowestoft  Promenade 
Pier  Bill ;  Mid-Kent  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Skipton  Urban  District  Gas 
Bill  [Lords] — As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the  third  time         ...  1089 

Cobham  Gas  Bill  [Lords];  Grosvenor  Chapel  (London)  Bill  [Lords]; 
Moss  Side  Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]; 
Stretford  Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]; 
Weston  Super-Mare,  Clevedon,  and  Portishead  Tramways  Com- 
pany (Light  Railway  Extensions)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  a  second  time, 
and  committed   1089 

Whitehaven  Corporation  Bill  [Lords];  Withington  Urban  District 

Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords] — Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  1089 

Private  Bills  (Group  B) — Ordered,  that  William  Jaffray  do  attend  the 

Committee  on  Group  B  of  Private  Bills  this  day  1089 

PETITIONS. 

Ground  Values  (Taxation)  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Motherwell,  in 

favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1090 

Inebriates  Act,  1898 — Petition  from  Rochdale,  for  alteration  of  Law;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table   1090 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill— Petitions 

in  favour— From  Ardrossan,  and  Cathcart ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...  1090 

Parish  Councils  Association  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Motherwell, 

in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table     ...       ...   1090 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Mother- 
well, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table        ...    ...  1090 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill — Petitions  in  favour — From 
Liverpool ;  Brettenham ;  Penrith  (three) ;  Carlisle ;  Talkin  ;  Kirk- 
oswald  ;  Meal  Bank ;  Siddick  ;  Skirwith ;  Blencarn  ;  Whitehaven 
(eight) ;  Yosthwaite ;  Wetherall ;  Walton ;  Parton  (two) ;  Moor 
Row ;  Crosby ;  Ivegill ;  Hutton  End  ;  Kirkbride  ;  Dearham ; 
Flimby  ;  Stainton  ;  Ren  wick  •  Newbiggin ;  Ainstable ;  Gilsland ; 
Ormathwaite  ;  Low  Sea  ton  ;  Workington  (two)  ;  Distington ;  St. 
Bees ;  Calthwaitc ;  Blencowe ;  Plumpton ;  Wigton ;  Cleator ; 
Great  Broughton  ;  Carlisle ;  Great  Salkeld  ;  Applethwaite ;  Portin- 
scales ;  Gamblesby ;  Blyth  ;  Langwathby ;  Lazenbv ;  Allonby ; 
Maybrary  ;  Mealsgate ;  Haverigg  ;  Millom ;  Thelkeld  ;  Brigham ; 
and  Lincoln ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1090 

Digitized  by  Google 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  cix 

June  14.]  Page 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill — Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table   1090 

Small  Houses  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table   1090 

Teinds  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  of  the  Society  of  Solicitors  of  Elginshire, 

in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1090 

Town  Councils  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table   1091 

Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from 
Motherwell^  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1091 

Workmen's  Houses  Tenure  Bill — Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table   1091 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Charity  Commission  (Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act  (1889) — Copy 
presented — of  Report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  of  their  Proceedings 
under  the  Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table   1091 

.North  Sea  Fishermen — Return  presented— relative  thereto  [ordered  23rd 
of  February] — (Mr.  Herbert  Robertson)— to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    (No.  219.)  1091 

Railways — Copy  presented, — of  Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  Applications 
made  during  the  year  1898  under  the  Railway  Companies'  Powers  Act, 
1864,  and  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  respect  thereto 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  220.)   1091 

Municipal  Corporations  (New  Charters)  (Smethwick)— Copy  presented, 
of  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  Borough  of  Smethwick,  dated  1 2th  of 
June,  1899,  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1091 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained  in  the  Provisional  Orders 
included  in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ; 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  11)  Bill;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  ^Orders  (No.  14)  Bill;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  15)  Bill." — (Mr.  Ritchie.)  Copy  presented  accordingly  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  221)   1091 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Lincolnshire  Coroners  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 

time  on  Monday  next>  and  to  be  printed.    (Bill  234)    1092 

Education  of  Children  Bill — Order  for  third  reading  read  

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time."— (Mr.  Robson.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  'upon  this  day  three  months.'  "—(Mr.  Stton-Karr.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  George  Whiteley,  (Stock-  Mr.  James  Kenyon  {Lancashire, 

part)    1097  Bury)  1125 

Mr.  Duckworth  (Lancashire,  Mr.  Duncombe  (Cumberland,  Egre- 

Middleton)   1101  mont)  1127 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell  (Wigan)...  1106       Mr.  James  Kenyon   1127 

Mr.  Tomlinson  (Preston)  ...  1109  Mr.  Maddison  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
Mr.    Yoxall    (Nottingham,                 side)  1128 

West)   1111  The  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 

Major  Rasch  (Essex,  S.E.)     1114  of  Council  on  Education  (Sir 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith  (Flintshire)  J 115  /.  Gorst,  Cambridge  Univer- 

Mr.  Hoblwuse.  (Somerset,  E.)  1116  sity)  1131 

Mr.  Schwann  (Manchester,  Sir  William  Harcourt  (Monmouth- 

N.)   1117  shire,  W.)   1132 

Mr.  J.  H.  Johnson  (Sussex,  Colonel  Mellor  (Lancashire,  Rad- 

Horsham)   1120  cliffe)  1133 

Mr.  Harwood  (Lancashire, 

Bolton)  1121 

Question,  " That  the  word  'now'  stand  part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Service  Franchise  Bill — (As  amended,  considered.) 

New  clause — 

"  All  enactments  and  all  orders  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Registration  Acts 
which  relate  to  the  registration  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  respect  of  a  lodger 
qualification  shall  relate  with  the  necessary  variations  and  alterations  of  pre- 
cepts, notices,  lists,  and  other  forms  to  person*  qualified  to  vote  under  the 
service  franchise."— (Sir  C.  Dilke.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  bo  read  a  second 

time.". 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple.  (Cam-  Captain  Norton  (Newington,  W.).  1142 

berwell,  Dulwich)         ...  1138  T/w  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R.  B. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)  1 1 38  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)  ...  1 1 43 
Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (Perth)  .1141 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  139 ;  Noes,  184.    (Division  List,  No.  189.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)   1147 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  employment,'  to  insert  the  words,  '  and 
the  dwelling-house  is  not  inhabited  by  any  person  under  whom  such  man  serves 
in  such  office,  service,  or  employment.' " — (bir  Blundell  Maple.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discussion  : — 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucester-  Mr.  Asquith  (Fife,  E.)  1152 

shire,  Forest  of  Dean)   ...  1147       Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)  ...  1152 

Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (Perth)  .  1148       Serjeant  Hemphill  (Tyrone,  N.)  .  1154 

Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple  (Cam-  Mr.  Abel  Thomas  (Carmartlien, 

berwell,  Dulwich)         ...  1149  E.)  1154 

Mr.  Robert  Wallace         ...  1149       Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)    ...  1154 

TheSolicitor-Gcneial(SirR.B. 

Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs).  1151 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  139 :  Noes,  187.    (Division  List  No.  190.) 

Question  again  proposed — 

"That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Debate  arising,  and  it  being  after  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speaker 
proceeded  to  interrupt  the  business. 

Whereupon  Sir  Blundell  Maple  rose  in  his  place, .  and  claimed  to  move, 
"That  the  Question  bo  now  put." 

Question  put — 

"  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 
The  House  divided :— Ayes,  185 ;  Noes,  143.    (Division  List,  No.  191.) 
Question  put  accordingly. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  171 ;  Noes,  154.    (Division  List,  No.  192.) 

Further  proceeding  on  consideration,  as  amended,  adjourned  till  To- 
morrow. 

And,  it  being  Six  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put. 

Adjourned  at  Six  of  the  clock. 


LORDS :  THURSDAY,  15th  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Ix)rd  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
with — London  and  North- Western  Railway  (New  Railways)       ...       ...  1165 

Also,  the  Certificate  that  no  further  Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill— West  Gloucester  Water   1165 

And,  also,  tho  Certificate  that  the  further  Standing  Ordors  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill  have  not  been  complied  with — London  and  North- Western 
Railway  Bill  (Additional  Powers)  1165 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Shirebrook  and  District  Gas  Bill ;  South  Staffordshire  Stipendiary 
Justice  Bill j  Nottingham  Corporation  Bill;  Wolverhampton 
Tramways  Bill  (Lords.}— Committee  to  meet  To-morrow   1165 

Brynmawr  and  Western  Valleys  Railway  Bill ;  Edinburgh  Corpora- 
tion Bill ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill  (Lords)— Reported 
from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments   1 1 65 

South-Eastern  Railway  Bill— Report  from  the  Select  Committee,  That  the 
Committee  had  not  proceedeu  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  tho 
opposition  thereto  having  been  withdrawn  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  • 
the  Table ;  The  orders  made  on  the  1st  and  8th  instant  discharged  ;  and 
Bill  committed  1165 
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Belfast  Corporation  Bill ;  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill- 
Read  the  second  time,  and  committed ;  The  Committees  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection   1166 

Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railway  Bill— Read  the  second  time, 

and  committed   1166 

Bootle  Corporation  Bill— Read  the  second  time,   and   committed;  The 

Committee  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection  1166 

North  Pembrokeshire  and  Fishguard  Railway  Bill— Read  the  third  time 

and  passed   1166 

Shotley  Bridge  and  Consett  District  Gas  Bill— Read  the  third  time, 

with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons         ...  1166 

Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway  Bill— Brought  from  the  Com- 
mons; read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners         ...       ...  1166 

Infant  Orphan  Asylum  Bill  [Lords];  London  Hospital  Bill  [Lords]; 
Stockton  and  Middlesbrough  water  Bill  [Lords] ;— Returned  from 
the  Commons  agreed  to    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1166 

Ilford  Gas  Bill — Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the  Amendments  agreed 

to   1166 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords];— House  to  be  in 

Committee  To-morrow   1166 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London)  Bill 

[Lords] ; — Reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with  Amendments,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House   ...       ...       ...       ...  1166 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  8)  Bill  (No.  125) ;  Pier  and 
Harbour  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  Bill  (No.  126)— Brought  from 
the  Commons ;  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners   1166 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Water  Orders  Confirm- 
ation Bill  [Lords] ;  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill 

[Lords] ; — Amendments  reported  (according  to  Order),  and  Bills  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow   1167 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill  [Lords] ;— Read  the 

third  time  (according  to  Order),  and  passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons    ...  1167 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No- 12)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13)  Bill  [Lords];  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  15)  Bill  [Lords.] — Committee  of 
the  whole  House  (which  stands  appointed  for  this  day)  put  off  till  To- 
morrow  1167 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No-  2)  Bill — Read  the  second  time 
(according  toOrder),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
To-morrow   1167 

RETURNS,   REPORTS,  &e. 

Church  of  England  (Confessional  Boxes) — Return  respecting:  Laid 
before  the  House  pursuant  to  Address  of  the  3rd  of  March  last,  and  to 
printed.    (No.  121.)  1167 

Fishery  Board  for  Scotland — Reports  on  the  state  of  the  markets  for 

Scottish  herrings  on  the  Continent  and  in  the  United  States  of  America...  1167 
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Army  (Special  Pensions)— Return  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1899, 
of  Pensions  specially  granted  under  Articles  730,  1170,  and  1207  of  the 
Army  Pay  Warrant  1167 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series)  :  No.  2287,  Chile  (Valparaiso  and  District) ; 
No.  2288,  Brazil  (Pernambuco  and  District)  j  No.  2289,  Trade  of  Malaga 
and  District   1168 

Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous  Series)  No.  504,  Commercial  Education  in 
tho  United  States;  No.  505,  Agricultural  Education  in  France   1168 

flosH  Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889— Report  of  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners for  England  and  Wales— Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table   1168 

Railways  Companies'  Powers  Act,  1864— Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on 
applications  made  during  the  year  1898  under  the  Railways  Companies' 
Powers  Act,  1864,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with 
respect  thereto  1168 

Municipal  Corporations  (Incorporation  of  Smethwick)— Charter  of 
Incorporation  of  the  borough  of  Smethwick,  dated  12th  June,  1899.  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      ...  1168 

PETITIONS. 

Board  Of  Education  Bill  [Lords] — Petition  in  favour  of :  of  the  Clerical  and 
Lay  Members  of  the  Synod  of  the  Diocese  of  Salisbury  ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table   1168 

Elementary  Education  (Defective  and  Epileptic  Children)  Bill  [Lords] 
A  Bill  to  make  better  provision  for  the  elementary  education  of  defective 
and  epileptic  children  in  England  and  Wales  ;  was  presented  by  the  Earl 
Waldegrave  (for  the  Lord  President,  I).  Devonshire) ;  read  the  "first  time  ; 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  120.)   1168 

Education  of  Children  Bill  (No.  123);  London  Government  Bill 
(No  124) — Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  the  third  time  ;  and  to  be 
printed  "   1168 

finance  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
printed  ;  and  to  be  read  the  second  time  To-morrow — (The  Lord  Priry  Seal, 
V.  Cross) — and  Standing  Order  No.  39  to  be  considered  in  order  to  its 
being  dispensed  with.    (No.  122.)  1169 

QUESTIONS. 

Maltese  Nobility — Question,  Viscount  Sidmouth  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (The  Earl  of  Selborne)   1169 

London  Government  Bill — Question,  The  Earl  of  Kimberley ;  Answer,  The 
Lord  Privy  Seal  (Viscount  Cross)   1169 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty-five  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 


Digitized  by  Google 


cxiv 


TAKLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


June  15.] 


Page 


COMMONS:  THURSDAY,   15th  JUNE  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


Private  Bills  [Lords] — (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into  com- 
plied with). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills — That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are  applicable  thereto,  have 
been  complied  with,  viz.  : — 

Clyde  Navigation  Bill  [Lords]— Ordered— That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 

time   1170 

Provisional  Order  Bills  [Lords] — (Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto  com- 
plied with). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills — That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : —     ...  1170 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Liverpool) 

Bill  [Lords] — Ordered— That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow  ...  1170 

Blackpool  Improvement  Bill— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed   1170 

Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill  (By  Order)— As  amended,  considered. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  54,  page  28,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  8,  and  insert :  *  (8)  And 
any  balance  remaining  in  any  year  shall  be  divided  between  the  area  of  the 
borough  and  the  area  outside  the  borough  within  the  water  limits  in  the  proi>or- 
tion  of  the  water  rents  collected  from  each  of  those  two  areas  during  each  year. 
The  proportion  belonging  to  the  outside  area  shall  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the 
water  rents  of  the  outside  area,  antl  the  proportion  belonging  to  the  area  of  the 
borough  shall  be  applied  at  the  discretion  of  the  Corporation  either  in  reduction 
of  the  water  rents  within  the  area  of  the  borough  or  carried  to  the  general  dis- 
trict fund.'"— (Mr  Brodrkk. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  8  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Schwann   (Manchester,                      Mr.  J.  W.  Imother  (Cumber- 
N.)   1172  land,  Penrith)  1173 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  here  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Dnblin  Corporation  Bill.— Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  207  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Dublin  Corporation  Bill  be  taken  To- 
morrow, though  opposed. — (Mr.  T.  M.  Ileal y.)    1174 

Bradford  Tramways  and  Improvement  Bill  — Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments; Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed  1174 
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Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Water  Bill  [Lords].  Reported,  with  Amend- 
ments ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1 174 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Harrow  Weald)  Provisional  Order  Bill, 
without  Amendment  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1174 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  (Pensions)  Bill   1174 

Liiburn  Urban  District  Council  Bill— (changed  from  "Lisburn  Town 
Commissioners  Bill "),  with  Amendments  1174 

Amendments  to  Dumbarton  Burgh  Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment  ...  1174 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  confirm  certain 
Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to  Camborne,  Dukinfield,  Fenton, 
Finchley,  Shipley,  and  Swinton."  (Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill  [Lords.]   1174 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  authorising  the  Buenos  Ay  res  and 
Pacific  Railway  Company,  Limited,  to  prepare  and  carry  into  effect  a 
scheme  or  schemes  of  arrangement  with  their  shareholders,  or  with  any 
class  or  classes  of  shareholders ;  and  to  increase  and  consolidate  its 
capital ;  and  for  other  purposes."  (Buenos  Ayres  and  Pacific  Railway 
Company  Bill.  [Lords]    1174 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  give  effect  to  a  compromise  of 
opposing  claims  affecting  certain  estates  of  the  late  Sir  James  Cockburn, 
7th  Baronet,  deceased,  situate  in  the  Counties  of  Pembroke,  Cardigan, 
and  Carmarthen,  and  in  the  City  and  County  of  London."  (Yorke  Estate 
Bill.  [Lords]   1174 

Hectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No  10)  Bill  [Lords.]  Read  the 
first  time ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to 
be  printed.    (Bill  235.)    1175 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Pacific  Railway  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 

Yorke  Estate  BilL  [Lords].    Read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 

Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1 175 


PETITIONS. 

Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill. — Petition  from  Redhill  and  Reigate, 

against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1175 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill.— Petitions  in 

favour ;  From  Montrose ;  and  Arbroath ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1175 

Poor  Law  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1845— Petition  from  Arbroath, 
for  alteration  of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RETURNS,   REPORTS,  &c. 
Fishery  Board  (Scotland) — Copy  presented, — of  Reports  on  the  State  of 
the  Markets  for  Scottish-cured  Herrings  on  the  Continent,  and  in  the 
United  States  of  America  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2287  to  2289  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Mountain  Artillery — Question,  Capt.  Pretyman  (Suffolk,  Woodbridge) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover)  1175 

Royal  Arsenal,  Woolwich — Question,  Mr.  Steadman  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J. 
Powell  Williams,  Birmingham,  S  1176 

Riots  in  Madras  Presidency — Questions,  Sir  Mancherjee  Bhownaggree 
(Bethnal  Green,  N.E.),  and  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.);  Answers,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing.)   1176 

The  Francaise  in  India— Question,  Sir  William  Wedderburn  (Banffshire); 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing)    ...  1177 

Bombay  Civil  and  Criminal  Procedure— Question,  Sir  William  Wedder- 
burn ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing)   1178 

Coopers  Hill  College— Question,  Sir  Seymour  King  (Hull,  Central) ; 
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Rioting  in  Belfast— Question,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  K) ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Indian  Tariff  Act,  1899. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  praying  that  Her 
Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  disallow  the  Indian  Tarift  Act,  1899.")— (Sir  Henry 
Fowler.) 

Discussion  :— 

The  Secretary  of  State  for 

India     (Lord  George 

Hamilton,  Middlesex, 

Ealing)  1201 

Sir  HowardVincent  [Sheffield, 

Central)  1219 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Birmingham,  IV.)...  1220 
Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean  (Cardiff)  1222 
The    First    Lord    of  the 

Treasury    (Mr.    A.  J. 

Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  1223 
Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean  ...  1223 
Lord  George  Hamilton  ...  1224 
Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean  ...  1224 
Lord  George  Hamilton  ...  1236 
Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  W.)...  1251 

Question  put— 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  152 ;  Noes,  293.    (Division  List  No.  193.) 

Private    Legislation   Procedure   (Scotland)  [Expenses]— Resolution 
reported — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided by  Parliament,  of  any  remuneration,  allowances,  and  expenses  that  may 
become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  provide  for  improv- 
ing and  extending  the  procedure  for  obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by  way 
of  Provisional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to  Scotland." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Baths  and  Wash  Houses  Acts  Amendment  Bill— Read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


Sir  Lewis  Mclvor  (Edinburgh, 

W.)   1258 

Mr.  L.  R.  Holland  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Bow)    1269 

Mr.  Wylie  (Dumbartonshire)  ...  1275 
Sir  Ctiarles  Cameron  (Glasgow, 

Bridgeton)    1278 

Mr.  Courtney  (Cornwall,  Bodmin)  1283 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain    1291 

Sir  H.  H.  Fowler  (Wolverhampton, 

E.)   1303 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain    1304 

Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean    1304 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain    1304 

Sir    H.  Campbell-Bannerman 

(Stirling  Burghs)    1307 

Sir  Edward  Clarke  (Plymouth) ...  1311 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman    ...  1311 
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Local  Authorities  Servants'  Superannuation  Bill— Petition  from  Sheffield, 

in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1332 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill— Petitions 

in  favour,  from  Dundee,  and  Beath  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   133- 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  (No.  2)  Bill- 
Petition  from  Dundee,  against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...       ...       ...  1332 

Poor  Law  Relief  (Disfranchisement) — Petition  from  Holbeach,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law  ;  to.  lie  upon  the  Table   1332 
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Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  St. 

Andrews,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1332 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill  —Petitions  in  favour, 
from  Sawbridge  worth,  Great  Yarmouth,  and  Wisbech ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table   1332 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund — Account  presented, — of  the  Receipt  and  Expendi- 
ture under  the  Seamen's  Fund  Winding-up  Act  from  1st  January  to  31st 
December,  1898  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  (No. 
222)      1332 

Appointments  Open  to  Retired  Soldiers — Return  ordered,  "showing 
the  number  of  appointments  which  would  be  open  to  reserve  and  retired 
Soldiers  under  the  heads  enumerated  as  suitable  in  Appendix  to  Report 
of  Select  Committee  on  Retired  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Employment,  1895  ; 
the  number  of  Soldiers  now  holding  such  appointments ;  and  the  number 
of  vacancies  which  have  occurred  in  such'  appointments  since  December, 
1895,  in  the  following  form  : — 


Employment. 

Number  of  men 
employed  under 
each  head. 

Number  of 
ex-Soldiers 
employed. 

Number  of  Vacancies  which  have 
occurred  since  31st  day  of 
December  1895. 

—{Colonel  Long) 

 1332 

Public  Income  and  Expenditure— Return  ordered,  "  of  Net  Public  Income 
and  Net  Public  Expenditure  under  certain  specified  heads,  as  represented 
by  Receipts  into  and  Issues  out  of  the  Exchequer  from  1869-70  to  1898-9, 
inclusive)  in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  344,  of  Session 
1898)."— (Sir  Henry  Fowler)  1333 

Local  Government^  Ireland)  Act,  1898  (Method  of  Determining  Amounts 
to  be  Taken  as  having  been  Raised  in  Standard  Year) — Copy 
ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  respecting  the  method  adopted  in  determining 
,  the  amounts  of  poor  rate  and  county  cess  to  be  taken  as  having  been  raised 
during  the  standard  financial  year  under  Section  49  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1898." — (Jar.  Gerald  Balfour.) — Copy  presented  accord- 
ingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  232.)    1333 

Shop  Hours  Act  (1892)  Amendment. — Bill  to  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Act, 
1892,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Steadman,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  and 
Mr.  Woods   1333 

Shop  Hoars  Act  Amendment  Bill — "  To  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Act,  1892," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  28th  June,  and  to  be  printed.  (Bill  238.)    1333 

Fire  Brigades. — Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alfred  Thomas  be  discharged  from  the 
Select  Committee  on  Fire  Brigades. — Ordered,  that  Mr.  William  Jones  be 
added  to  the  Committee.--(ifr.  Munro  Ferguson)   ...  1333 
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Mountain  and  Garrison  Artillery. — Question,  Mr.  Arnold-Forster  (Belfast, 
W.) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover)   1333 
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Under  Sercetary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)   1334 

Edward  Lynch's  Pension — Question,Mr.  Hayden  (Roscommon,  S.) ;  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)  1334 

The  Connauoht  Rangers  at  Meerut — Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts 
(Denbighshire,  W.);  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)    •••   1335 

Outrage  by  British  Soldiers  at  Rangoon— Questions,  Mr.  Henry  Roberts 
(Denbighshire,  W.),  Mr.  Davitt  (Mayo,  S.),  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.),  and 
Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)  1335 

Calcutta  Municipal  Bill— Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  (Denbighshire, 
W.)  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing)   1336 

Kurdish  Atrocities  in  Armenia — Question,  Mr.  Schwann  (Manchester,  N.); 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
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burgh, Mid-Lothian)  and  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham, 

W.)   1338 

Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland — Question,  Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow, 
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Scotch  Education  Grant— Question,  Dr.  Clark  (Caithness) ;  Answer,  The 
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Answered  privately  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
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Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)         .v  1358 

Illegal  Fishing  in  Ireland— Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (Kilkenny"); 
Answer ;  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1358 

County  Cavan  Magistracy— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan,  W.); 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1359 

Chairman  of  Irish  Town  Commissioners— Question,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

SUPPLY  [14th  Allotted  Day]. 

In  the  Committee. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £701,861,  be  j 
the  sum  necessary  to  defraj 
during  the  year  ending  on  t 
Scotland,  and  for  Science  and  Art  in  Scotland." 
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Discussion  :— 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  (Lanark,  Particle)  1406 

G.  Murray,  Buteshire)  ...  1363  Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar)        ...  1412 

Mr. \  Thomas  Shaw  (Hawick  Mr.  Weir  (Ross  and  Cronmrty) .. .  1415 

Burghs)   1374       Captain  Sinclair  1415 

Mr.  Renshaw  (Renfrew,  W.)  1382  Sir   Wm.    Weddeibum  (Banff- 
Mr.  Haldane  (Haddington)    1388          shire)  1417 

Colonel  Denny  (Kilmarnock  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1419 

Burghs)  1391       Sir  Wm.  Wedderburn  1417 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.)  ...  1394  Mr.     Monro     Ferguson  (Leith 

Sir  Mark  Stewart  (Kirkcud-  Burghs)   1422 

bright)                             1400  Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)  1424 

Mr.   Crombie  (Kincardine- 
shire)  1402 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £701,411,  l>e  granted  for  the  said  service." — (Sir 
Charles  Cameron.) 


Discussion  :— 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A. G.  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw (Hawick  Burghs)  1438 

Murray,  Buteshire)       ...  1432  Sir  John  Kinloch  (Perthshire,  E.) .  1438 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glas-  Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)    1439 

gow,  Bridgeton)                 1433  Mr.  I'homas  Shaw        ...        ...  1441 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray      *  ...  1433  Mr.  Alex.  Cross  (Glasgow,  Cam- 
Mr.  Colville  (Lanarksliire,                    lachie)    1441 

N.E.)   1434       Mr.A.G.  Murray    1442 

Mr.     Hedderwick    (Wick  Mr.  McLeod  (Sutherland)       ...  1442 

Burghs)                         1435  Mr.  Weir  (Boss  and  Cromarty)...  1442 

Mr.  Benshaw  (Renfrew,  W.)  1437 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  46  ;  Noes,  103.    (Division  List,  No.  194.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

ItecussiON  Resumed  : — 

The  LordAdiHxuile  (Mr.  A.  G. 

Murray,  Buteshire)       ...  1443 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)       ...  1450 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...  1450 
Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire, 

Mill.)    1451 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  progress,  to  sit  again  on  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  live  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


Mr.  A.  G.  Murray    1451 

Sir  John  Kinloch  (Perthshire,  E.)  1452 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray    1452 

Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar)        ...  1452 
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LORDS:  MONDAY,  19th  JUNE,  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : — Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5) ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  6) ;  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Provisional  Order  (Borrowstounness) ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Order  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)   1453 

Also  the  Certificates  that  no  further  Standing  Orders  are  applicable 
to  the  following  Bills  : — Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Order 
No.  1) ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (Poor  Law)   1453 

And,  also,  the  Certificates  that  the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — Sheffield  Corporation  Markets ; 
City  and  Brixton  Railway  j  London  Improvements ;  Stockport  Corpora- 
tion ;  Lincoln  and  East  Coast  Railway  ana  Dock.  The  same  were  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...       ...   1453 

Great  Eastern  Railway  (General  Powers)  Bill  [Lords!— The  Queon's 

consent  signified  ;  and  Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments  1453 

Wetherby  District  Water  Bill— Reported  with  Amendments   1453 

South-Eastern  Railway  Bill— The  Queen's  consent  signified;  and  Bill 

reported  with  Amendments  ...       ...       ...       ...    ...  1454 

Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  Bill  [Lords]— Reported  from  the 

Select  Committee,  with  Amendments   1454 

North  Staffordshire  Railway  Bill  [Lords]— The  Queen's  consent  signified  ; 

and  Bill  reported  from  the  Select  Committee,  with  Amendments  145  \ 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill  — Read  the  second  time,  and  committed  U54 

Caledonian  Railway  (General  Powers)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Aberdeen  Joint 
Passenger  Station  Bill  [Lords] ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways 
Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons  1454 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill ;  Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  Bill— Read  the 
third  time,  with  the  Amendments,  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons     1454 

Lowestoft  Promenade  Pier  Bill ;  Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill- 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  the  third  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners   1454 

Jones's  Divorce  Bill  [Lords] — Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Proceedings  before 
this  House  on  the  Second  Reading,  together  with  the  documents  deposited 
in  the  case,  returned  from  the  Commons     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1 454 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (London) 

Bill  [Lords]— House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Thursday  next        ...       ..%  1454 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3)  Bill— To  be  read  the  second 

time  on  Thursday  next — (The  Lord  Harris)  1454 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  5)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  6)  Bill— To  be  read  the  second  time  To-morrow 
—(The  Earl  of  Dudley)   1455 
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Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Tramways 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  3)  Bill  [Lords] ;  West  Middlesex  Water 
Bill ;  Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Bill ;  East  London  Water  Bill ; 
Milton  Creek  Conservancy  Bill ;  Great  Western  Railway  Bill ; 
Great  Western  and  Great  Central  Railway  Companies  Bill 
—Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  that  the  Earl  of  Mansfield 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills,  in  the  place  of  the  Viscount  Falmouth  ;  read,  and  agreed  to  ...  1455 

Hectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill  [Lords]  —Read  the  third 
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BILL  INTRODUCED. 


QUESTION. 
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The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)         ...  1412 

West  Cavan  Tramways— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Kerry,  S.) ;  Answer, 

The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)         ...  1492 

Laxesborough  Postal  Arrangements — Question,  Mr.  Hayden  (Roscommon, 
S.) ;  Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)   1493 

Ballyduff  Postal  Arrangements— Question,  Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.)j 
Answer,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Hanbury, 
Preston)   1494 

Irish  School  Teachers'  Pension  Fund— Question,  Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1494 

Irish  Guardians  and  Labourers'  Cottages — Question,  Mr.  Gibncy  (Meath, 
N.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1495 

Carrying  Firearms  in  Ireland— Question,  Mr.  Hayden,  Roscommon,  S.)  • 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1495 

Tyrone  County  Council  Rate  Collector— Question,  Mr.  Hemphill 
(Tyrone,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)   1496 
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Judicial  Rents  in  Ireland — Question,  Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) ;  Answer, 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)     ...  1496 

Death  of  Anne  Finegan  Cormary — Question,  Mr.  MacAleese  (Monaghan) ; , 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1497 

Sylvester  Dwyer — Question,  Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Socretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)   1498 

Railway  Communication  in  Donegal— Question,  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan  (Done- 
gal, W.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
,eeds,  Central)   1499 

Mullingar  Asylum — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Kerry,  S.) ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  1499 

Gun  Licences  in  Ireland — Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Kerry,  S.); 
Answer,  Tho  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)   1499 

Steam  Trawling  off  the  Dublin  Coast — Question,  Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin 
Co.,  N.) ;  Answer,  The  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Lon- 
donderry, N.)  1500 

The  Board  of  Education  Bill — Questions,  Mr.  Stevonson  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
and  Colonel  Lockwood  (Essex,  Epping) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   1500 

The  Telephone  Bill — Question,  Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow,  Bridgeton) ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)    ■  1501 

The  Lakes  of  Killarney — Questions,  Mr.  Lough  (Islington,  E.),  and  Mr. 
Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal,  S.) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  1501 

Cyprus — Question,  Mr.  Pierpoint  (Warrington) ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 

Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)   1502 

Home  Office  Vote— Question,  Mr.  Tennant  (Berwickshire) ;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  1502 

Barracks  Loan  Bill — Question,  Mr.  Buchanan  (Aberdeenshire,  E.) ;  Answer, 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)      ...  1502 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Business  of  the  House  (Government  Business)  :— 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session  Government  business  do  have  pre- 
cedence on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  that  the  provisions  of  Standing  Order  56 
be  extended  to  all  the  days  of  the  week." — (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 
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Discussion — 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 

{Stirling  Burghs)         ...  1505 
Sir  Charles  DUke  (Gloucester, 

Forest  of  Dean)  ...  1507 

Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)     ...  1508 
Sir  Blundell  Maple  (Camber- 

weU,  Dulwkh)  1511 

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen,  S.)  ...  1512. 
Mr.  Galloway  (Manchester, 

S.W.)  1512 

Mr.  Reckitt  (Lincolnshire, 

Brigg)  1513 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn 

Regis)  1514 

Mr.     Edmund  Robertson 

(Dundee)   1516 

Mr.      William  Johnston 

(Belfast,  S.)   1516 

Mr.  Swift  MaeNeiU  (Donegal, 

8.)..     ...   1517 

Captain   Sinclair  (Forfar- 
shire)  1518 

Mr.    Coghill  (Stoke-upon- 

Trent)  1519 

Mr.  Channing  (Northampton, 

E.)   1519 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  250 ;  Noes,  119.    (Division  List  No.  195.) 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill— Considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  2  :— 

Amendment  again  proposed — 

« In  page  2,  line  2,  after  the  word  '  Commons '  to  insert  the  words  'and  two 
Members  of  each  House  of  Parliament  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  each 
Session  in  manner  provided  by  Standing  Orders  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament'  "—Dr.  Clark. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discussion  : — 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.              Sir  H.  CampbdUBannerman  (Stir- 
G.Murray,  Buteshire)  ...  1531  ling  Burghs)  1533 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)   1533 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  from  '  shall '  to  end  of  clause,  and  insert,  •  if 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  think  fit  so  to  order  prescribe  all  matters  of 
practice  and  procedure  which  will  enable  them  to  take  into  consideration  the 
draft  Order,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland." — (Mr. 
Crippt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 
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Mr.  Carvell  Williams  (Notting- 
ham, Mansfield)   1520 

Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton) ...  1520 
Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  (Nottingliamshire, 

Rushcliffe)   1522 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  Moore  (Derry 

City)  1522 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 
ter^.)  1523 

Mr.  Dillon   1525 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   1525 

Mr.  Reckitt   1526 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   1526 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill   1527 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   1527 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman    ...  1527 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour       ...  ...1527 

Mr.  Tennant  (Berwickshire)     ...  1527 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   1527 

Mr.  Galloway  1528 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   1528 

Mr.  Wallace  (Perth)   1528 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  1534       Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee)  1534 

Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  (Notts,  Hush-  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1535 

cliffe)   1534 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Amendment  suggested  by  the  Lord  Advocate  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  13,  to  leave  out  *  or  mainly.'  " — (Mr.  Mouiton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  '  or  mainly '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1536 

Amendment  put,  and  negatived. 
Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  2,  line  13,  after  '  Scotland;  to  insert, '  or  do  not  raise  any  question 
of  policy  or  principle  not  previously  determined  by  Parliament."— (Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  l>e  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1536 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Amendment  suggested  by  the  Lord  Advocate  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  13,  after  4  Scotland,'  to  insert,  '  or  elfoct  a  change  in  the 
general  law.  " — (Mr.  J.  P.  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.      Cripps     (Gloucester,               Mr.    Stuart-lVurtley  (SJteJfield, 
Stroiul)  ...    1537  HaUam)   1537 

Mr.  CaUltoell  (Lanarkshire,  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   153£ 

Mid)   1537 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  13,  after  '  Scotland,'  to  insert,  '  or  which  raise  any  such 
question  of  policy  or  principle.'  " — (Tlie  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  j>age  2,  line  22,  to  leave  out  '  that  notices  published  and  served  and."— 
(Captain  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  1538       Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1539 

Mr.  Cripps  1538 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

" In  page  2,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  '  Parliament'  to  the  end  of 
the  clause.'  —(Mr.  Cripps.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause. 
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Discussion  : — 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  {Glasgow, 

Bridgeton)   1540 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)       ...  1540 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...  1540 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell  ( fVigan) «...  1541 

Mr.  Renshaw  (Renfrew,  W.)  1541 
Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  (Notts,  Rush- 

cliffe)    1541 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1542 

Mr.  J.  E.Em    1542 

Mr.  Cripps   1542 


Mr.  Soutlar  (Dumfriesshire) 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray 

Mr.  Cripps 

Sir  Charles  Cameron 

Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (Perth)  ... 

Mr.  Caldwell   

Mr.  Courtney  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) 
Mr.  Cripps 
Mr.  Courtney 

Dr.  Clark   


Page 


1542 
1543 
1543 
1543 
1543 
1544 
1544 
1545 
1545 
1546 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  206  ;  Noes,  72.    (Division  List,  No.  196.) 
Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  2,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  1547 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  3  :— 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  leave  out  lines  31  and  32,  and  insert,  *  If  the  Chairmen  report 
in  favour  of?  " — (Mr.  Parker  Smith. ) 

Question  proposed,  "That  lines  31  and  32  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discission  : — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1549       Mr.  Caldwell   1549 

Mr.  Cripps    1549       Mr.  J.  P.  Smith   1550 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  37,  to  leave  out  from  'shall'  to  'direct,'  in  line  30.''— 
(Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 


Mr.  Renshaw    ...        ...        ...  1552 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner  man    ...  1552 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1553 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw   1553 


Discussion  :— 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...  1550 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  ...  1 550 
Mr.  A.  G.  Muiray      ...  1551 

Mr.  Caldwell   1551 

Mr.  Courtney    ...       ...  1551 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  1,  to  leave  out '  Commissioners,'  and  insert,  '  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  appointed  by  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee.'"— Dr.  Clark. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
clause." 

Discussion — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...  1554 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  ...  1556 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Banneiman  1558 
Mr.  Stvarl-Wortley  ...  1559 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  ...  1559 
Mr.  Crombie  (Kircardine- 
shire)   1560 


'  Commissioners  '  stand  part  of  the 


Sir  Cliarles  Cameron    ...       ...  1560 

Mr.  Crombie    1560 

Mr.  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs). . .  1561 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray    1561 

Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar)        ...  1562 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  4 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  '3,  line  13,  to  leave  oat  the  words  1  a  panel,'  and  insert  the  word 
1  panels '  instead  thereof." — (Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,   "  That  the  words   1  a  panel '  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  1564       Mr.  Caldwell   1566 

Mr.  Dalziel   1565 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  135  ;  Noes,  48.    (Division  List,  No.  197.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  18,  to  leave  out  from  the  first 1  The '  to  '  Scotland,'  in  line  19, 
and  insert,  *  Committee  of  Selection  of  either  House.' " — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Discussion  :— 

Sir  Charles  Cameron        ...  1567       Mr.  Thomas  Shaw   1569 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  1568       Dr.  Clark   1569 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
An  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  ont  '  shall,'  and  insert '  may  if  they  consider  it 
necessary.  '  ' — (Sir  Charles  Cameron). 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  shall '  stand  part  of  clause." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  1570      Dr.  Clark   1570 

Sir  Cliarles  Cameron        ...1570       Mr.  Caldwell   1570 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  out  •  25 '  and  insert « 10.'  "—(Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  1 25 '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
Discussion  :— 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  1571       Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1572 

Sir  II.  Ca/npbell-JSannerman  1571 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Question,  "  That  '  20 '  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 
An  Amendment  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  Inpage  3,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  word  » five,'  and  insert  the  word  •  two.' " 
—(Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  five '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Discussion  :— 

Mr.  J.  P.  Smith   1572       Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1573 

Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee)   ...  1573       Sir  Charles  Cameron   1574 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  149 ;  Noes,  69.    (Division  List,  No.  198.) 
Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  5 : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  page  3,  line  31,  to  leave  out  the  words  'Secretary  for  Scotland  acting 
jointly  with  the  Chairmen,'  and  insert  the  words, '  Committees  of  Selection  of 
the  douses  of  Lords  and  Commons  respectively.' " — (Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Mm-ray         ...  1576  Mr.  Cripps   1578 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw   1577  Sir  Charles  Cameron   1579 

Dr.  Clark   1577  Mr.  Hetlderwick  1579 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  1577  Sir  Charles  Dalrymple  (Ipswich)  1580 
Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  1578 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes,  157  ;  Noes,  82.    (Division  List,  No.  199.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  33,  to  leave  out  from  1  Orders,'  to  '  to  act,'  in  line  34,  and 
insert,  •  appoint  three  persons  being  Members  of  either  House  of  Parliament,  or 
persons  whose  names  are  on  the  panel.'  " — (The  Lord  A(h<ocate.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Discussion — 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw   1583       Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.)  1584 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  1583 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  1583 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.)  1584 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  '  panel,'  in  order  to  insert  the  words, '  and 
in  the  event  of  the  Chairman  selecting  the  panel  and  their  not  appearing  to 
serve  on  the  panel.' " — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

Discussion — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray         ...  1585      Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   1586 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  1585 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Amendment  again  proposed. 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Charles  Cameron        ...1586       Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1586 

Amendment  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  35,  at  end,  to  insert,  '  Any  casual  vacancy  among  the 
Commissioners  or  in  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  caused  by 
death,  resignation,  or  disqualification,  or  inability  to  give  attendance,  such  resig- 
nation or  inability  to  give  attendance,  such  resignation  or  inability  to  attend 
being  certified  by  a  writing  under  the  Commissioner's  hand,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  by 
appointing  a  Member  of  either  House  or  a  member  of  the  panel.'"— (The.  Lord 
Aavocatr. ) 

Question  proposed — "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  Chn*.  Cameron   1586 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  36,  leave  out  Sub-section  (2),  and  insert:  'If  it  shall 
happen  that  all  or  any  of  the  Commissioners  so  appointed  are  not  Members  of 
either  House  of  Parliament,  there  shall  l>e  paid  to  such  of  the  Commissioners  as 
are  not  Members  of  either  House  of  Parliament  such  remuneration  for  their 
services  as  the  Treasury  shall  determine.'  "—(The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  Sub  section  3."— Mr.  J.  P.  Smith. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sab-section  3  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Discussion  : — 

Comrml.  Betlwll  (York,  E.R.,  Mr.  DUhn    1588 

Holdemess)    1587  '    Mr.  Cripps    1588 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1587       Mr.  Caldwell    1588 

Mr.  Dalziel    1587       Mr.  Dalziel    1588 


Amendment  agreed  to. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  7,  after  *  Order,'  add  providing  that  this  will  not  disqualify 
Scottish  Members  of  either  House  of  Parliament  from  acting  on  Committes 
which  deal  with  Orders  which  they  have  no  local  or  personal  interest.'"—  Mr. 
Crombie. ) 

Question  Proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel  (Stockton)  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1 588 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  6 : — 

Amendment  proposed. 

"  In  page  4,  line  10,  after  'place'  to  insert  *  in  Scotland.'  "—{Mr.  Thomas 
Shatr.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  After  the  word  '  in '  to  insert '  the  locality  in.'  " — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed 
Amendment." 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1589 

Digitized  by  Google 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


cxliii 


June  19.] 


P(U>e 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Original  Amendment  put,  and  agreed  to 
Other  Amendments  made. 
Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  7  : —  • 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  31,  to  leave  ont  all  the  words  from  the  beginning  of  the 
clause,  to  the  word  'after,'  in  line  32."— (Mr.  Thorn**  Shaw) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray      ...  1591       Dr.  Clark   1593 

Dr.  Clark    1592  Mr.  Hobhowe  (Somerset,  E.)  ...1593 

Mr.  Caldwell    1592       Mr.  A.  G.  Murray   1593 

Mr.  Cripps    1592       Mr.  Thomas  Shaw   1594 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to -sit  again  To-morrow. 

Baths  and  Washouses  Acts  Amendment  Bill— Considered  in  Com- 
mittee   


Regulation  of  Railways  Bill— Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  dis- 
charged ;  Bill  withdrawn   

■Military  Works  (Money) — Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the  issue, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such  sums  as  may  be  required  for  the 
purpose  of  Military  Works  and  Services  (Queen's  Recommendation  signi- 


...  1595 


1595 


Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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Part  I.]         SEVENTH   VOLUME   OF   SESSION  1899. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  31st  May  1899. 


<  Mr.  SPEAKER  took  the  Chair  at 
I  Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

e       PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
V   

s 

\  W00DHOUSE      AND  CONISBROUGH 
|     RAILWAY  (ABANDONMENT)  BILL. 
?     Lords    amendment    considered,  and 
I  tgreed  to. 

S    SOUTH   STAFFORDSHIRE  STIPEN- 
DS DIARY  JUSTICE  BILL. 

~     Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

■j  BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 

*  RAILWAY  BILL. 

t  As  amended,  considered  ;  Amendments 
^  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
(he  third  time, 

VOL  fcXXJI,     [Fourth  Series.] 


BARTON-ON-SEA  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (GAS  AND 
WATER)  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS, 
&C.)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LIVERPOOL    OVERHEAD  RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LONDON   HOSPITAL   BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

MID-KENT   GAS   BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

OLDHAM  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

SOUTH  HANTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords], 

R§ad  a  second  time,  and  committed, 
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STOCKTON    AND  MIDDLESBROUGH 
WATER   BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL  IRELAND 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Road  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bill  he  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western,  and  Waterford,  Limerick 
and  Western  Railway  Companies  Amalga- 
mation, and  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Bills. 

Ordered,  that  the  orders  made  on  14th 
March  in  respect  of  the  Great  Southern 
and  Western,  and  Waterford,  Limerick, 
and  Western  Railway  Companies  Amalga- 
mation Bill,  and  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway  Bill,  be  applicable  to  the 
Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway 
Bill.— (Mr-  Molloy.) 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

H?,HSIm(J,^^HE  W(JRK1NG  CLASSES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (BORROW- 
STOUNNESS)  BILL.  1 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


PETITIONS. 

BOROUGH  FUNDS  ACT,  1872. 
Petition    from    Kidderminster,  for 
alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL 
Petitions  in  favour;— from  Sheffield- 
—and  Federation  of  School  Boards  of  the 
West  Ruling  of  the  County  of  York :  to 
he  upon  the  Table. 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (NEW  BYE- 
LAWS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Federation  of  School 
Boards  of  the  West  Riding  of  the  County 
of  York,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petitions  in  favour; — From  Working- 
ton ;  and,  School  Board  for  London ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petition  of  the  Mining  Association  of 
Great  Britain,  against;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BTLL. 
Petitions  in  favour ;  —  From  Graig 
Gadbys;  Merthyr  Tydvil ;—  Tunnel  Pit; 
— Cwmaman  ;  —  Cwmbach  ; — Plymouth ; 
—Hill  of  Beath  ;  —  Rosebank  ;  —  Court 
Herbert ;  —  Donibristle ;  —  Balgonie ;  — 
Wellwood  ;—  West  Wemyss  ;—  Cannock 
Chase  (four) ;— Hednesford  (two) ;— Can- 
nock ;— Chase  Terrace  ;— Hazel  Slade  ;— 
Chasetown ;  Gentleshow;— Glynea;— Point 
of  Ayr ;  —  Hamilton ;  —  Kenmuishill  ;— 
Kimberley ;— and,  Bonyfloy  Collieries ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour; — From  Cambridge ; 
— and,  Tettenhall;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table.  ^ 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour ;— From  Brailes  ;— 
Silvertown  ;—  Leeds  ;—  Tidal  Basin  ;- 
Custom  House ;— Honing ;— Lingdalc  ;— 
Aldershot ;  —  Dartmouth  ;— Paignton 
and,  Torquay  (four);  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TELEGRAPHS  (TELEPHONIC  COM- 
MUNICATION, &c.)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Liverpool,  against ;  to  he 
upon  the  Tabic. 

VACCINATION  ACTS,  1867  TO  1898. 
Petition     from     Wandsworth  and 
Clapham,    for  alteration  of  Law;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


INLAND    REVENUE  (PROSECUTIONS 
UNDER   GAME  LAWS). 

Return  [presented  19th  May]  to  be 
printed,  [rfo.  223.] 
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FEE    GRANT  (SCOTLAND). 

Return  presented, — relative  thereto 
ordered  15th  May;  Mr  Caldwell];  to 
ie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
No.  224.] 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2272  to  2278  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
pon  the  Table. 


DISEASES   OF   ANIMALS   ACTS,  1894 
AND  1896. 

Copy  presented,— of  Order,  dated  18th 
May,  1899,  No.  5944,  revoking  Order, 
Xo.  5920,  which  prohibited  the  convey- 
ance of  animals  by  the  steamship 
"  Hindustan  "  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  a 
Light  Railway  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  and 
county  of  Kent,  between  Queenborough 
Station  and  Leysdown  (Sheppey  Light 
Railway  Order,  1898)  [by  Command]  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


LIGHT   RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  counties  of 
Glamorgan  and  Brecon,  between  Vaynor, 
Dowlais,  and  Mcrthvr  Tvdfil  (Me'rthvr 
Tydfil  Light  Railway  Order.  1899)  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex from  Uxbridge  to  Hanwell  (London 
United  Tramways,  Limited  (Light  Rail- 


way Extensions)  Order  1898)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


GAS  AND  WATER  WORKS  FACILITIES 
ACT,  1870. 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  as  to  dispensing  with  the 
consents  of  the  Sevenoaks  Rural  District 
Council  and  the  Hildenborough  Parish 
Council  in  the  case  of  the  Tonbridge  Gas 
Provisional  Order  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  225.] 


HARWICH  HARBOUR. 

Copy  presented, — of  Abstract  of  the 
Accounts  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure 
of  the  Harwich  Harbour  Conservancy 
Board  from  the  time  of  their  incorpora- 
tion down  to  and  inclusive  of  the  31st 
March,  1899,  &e.  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  226.] 


PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS 
(If  PUTS  U NT  IDE  RECESS). 


The  following  Papers,  presented  by 
command  of  Her  Majesty  during  the 
Whitsuntide  Recess,  were  delivered  to 
the  Librarian  of  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  Recess,  pursuant  to  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  14th  August, 
1896  :— 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2265  to 
2271. 


FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  of  Seventeenth  Annual  Report, 
being  for  1898,  Part  II.  (Report  on 
Salmon  Fisheries). 


EAST  INDIA  (EXAMINATIONS  FOR 
THE  CIVIL  SERVICE). 

Copy  of  Regulations  for 
for  the  Civil  Service  of  India. 
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LOCAL  TAXATION  (ROYAL  COM- 
MISSION). 

Copy  of  Minutes  of  Evidence,  Vol.  III. 

WfNE  DUTIES. 
Copy  of    Correspondence  with  the 
Colonial  Office  respecting  the  increase 
in  the  Wine  Duties. 

BRITISH   SOUTH   AFRICA  COMPANY 
(BECHUANALAND  RAILWAY). 

Copy  of  correspondence  with  Mr.  C.  J. 
Rhodes  relating  to  the  proposed  exten- 
sion of  the  Bechuanaland  Railway. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of 
Flint), — Further  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  5th  May  1897 ;  [Mr.  Grant 
Lawson]  ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  227.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Provisional  Order  included 
in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  16)  Bill.*— (Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
228.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Provisional  Orders  included 
in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  17)  Bill.*— (Mr.  RUchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  229.] 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
\n  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 


Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  18)  Bill."—  (Mr.  RUchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  230.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Memorandum 
stating  tho  nature  of  the  Proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Provisional  Orders  included 
in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  19)  Bill."— (Mr.  RUchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
231.] 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 


EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Stock- 
port) :  The  first  Amendment  I  have  put 
down  upon  the  Paper  provides,  if  carried, 
that  the  operation  of  this  Bill  shall  be  post- 
poned until  1905.  I  am  not  in  any  way 
wedded  to  that  time,  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  accept 
my  Amendment,  the  date  may  be  made 
1903  instead  of  1905.  I  shall  be  quite 
willing  to  accept  the  figures  1903,  and 
not  delay  the  Committee  by  moving  the 
Amendment.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
hon.  Member  is  not  willing,  and  there- 
fore it  is  my  duty  to  proceed.  My 
reasons  for  postponing  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  are  manifold.  In  the  first  place 
this  Bill  creates  an  entirely  new  state  of 
affairs.  New  arrangements  will  have  bo 
be  made  throughout  all  the  factories  and 
workshops  in  almost  every  kind  of  em- 
ployment throughout  the  United  King- 
dom. Work  that  has  been  carried  on 
without  difficulty  in  the  past  will  M 
temporarily  disorganized,  and  the  in- 
ternal economy  of  every  business  in 
which  half-timer-  are  employed.  «t  *• 
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? resent  time  will  have  to  be  reconstructed, 
may  point  out  with  regard  to  Lanca- 
shire that  the  number  of  half-timers 
attached  to  factories  and  workshops  is 
66,000,  and  out  of  that  number  48  per 
cent,  are  employed  in  the  cotton  trade 
itself.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  the 
whole  of  those  31,000  are  not  half-timers 
between  the  ages  of  11  and  12,  but 
undoubtedly  a  considerable  proportion  of 
them  are.  If  they  are  all  withdrawn  at 
one  fell  swoop  by  a  wave  of  the 
magic  wand  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  brings  in  this  Bill,  great  difficulty 
will  ensue.  Take,  for  instance,  rink 
spinning,  for  in  that  class  of  work 
there  are  a  large  number  of  small  half- 
timers,  whose  business  it  is  to  put  the 
empty  bobbins  on  the  spindles  and  re- 
move them  when  filled.  Their  little 
fingers  are  best  adapted  for  this  work, 
and  if  those  children  are  suddenly  with- 
drawn it  will  be  some  time  before  the 
trade  is  enabled  to  adapt  itsolf  to  the  new 
position  of  affairs.  This  is  a  time  when 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  steps 
should  be  taken  by  all  those  of  us  who 
own  mills  to  meet  this  difficulty,  and 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  new  change  which 
is  about  to  take  place.  Take,  again,  the 
loom  weavers,  more  particularly  where 
the  looms  are  of  narrow  carriage.  All 
those  employ  two  half-timers,  one  in  the 
morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  and 
without  the  assistance  of  those  half-timers 
that  work  will  be  seriously  impeded.  If 
the  half-timer  is  under  1 2  years  of  age, 
you  are  going  to  prevent  him  carrying  on 
his  work  in  the  way  in  which  he  is  accus- 
tomed to  deal  with  it,  and  so  earn  the 
wage  he  has  hitherto  earned.  The  fullest 
consideration  should  be  given  by  the 
Committee  to  this  question.  Of  course 
honourable  Members  who  do  not  come 
from  the  counties  where  this  work  is 
carried  on  naturally  do  not  see  the  im- 
portance which  we  attach  to  this  question ; 
but  the  result  of  this  change  will  be  to 
strain  the  cotton  industry,  and,  that  being 
so,  it  ought  to  1)6  done  in  a  gradual  j 
manner.  There  is  no  necessity  to  hurry. 
It  is  not  so  many  years,  in  the  recollec- ! 
tion  of  most  Members  of  this  House,  since 
the  age  of  half-timors  was  raised  from  10  i 
to  11.  There  is  no  doubt  that  some  time  I 
is  required  to  adapt  ourselves  to  this  ! 
change,  and  what  I  press  upon  the  House  i 
is  that  wo  should  have  a  few  years  given  ' 
to  us  to  do  so.  It  is  a  fur-reaching  \ 
matter  and  a  question  of  grave  import-  j 


ance  to  a  very  large  number  of  people, 
and  it  is  not  a  matter  that  ought  to  be 
passed  through  this  House  without  very 
full  consideration.  If  the  object  is  at- 
tained and  this  Bill  is  carried,  and  you 
ultimately  raise  the  age  of  half-timers,  I 
am  entitled  to  argue  that  a  system  which 
has  grown  up  amongst  us  in  the  factories, 
will  not,  if  it  is  allowed  to  exist  a  few 
years  longer,  work  that  untold  measure 
of  harm  that  is  suggested.  The  question 
whether  the  half-time  system  is  injurious 
is  a  matter  that  we  shall  be  able  to  deal 
with  afterwards,  but,  even  if  it  were 
injurious  and  detrimental  to  the  health 
and  education  of  the  children,  it  is  a 
system  that  has,  at  any  rate,  lasted  so 
long  that  it  is  not  necessary  in  making 
this  change  that  it  should  be  hurried. 
I  therefore,  in  moving  my  Amendment 
that  this  Bill  shall  not  come  into  opera- 
tion until  1905,  am  only  asking  for  an 
extension  of  time  in  order  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  meet  the  difficulties,  and 
carry  on  our  business  with  the  least 
possible  dislocation  owing  to  the  changes 
that  this  Bill  will  create. 

Amendment  proposed:  On  page  1,  line  6, 
after  the  word  "  hundred,"  to  insert  the 
words  "  and  five  " — {Mr.  George  Whiteley). 

Question  proposed:  "That  the  words 
« and  five '  be  there  inserted." 

♦Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  :  I  have 
an  amendment  on  somewhat  similar  lines 
to  that  which  has  been  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport,  and  as 
it  is  possible  that  I  may  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  moving  it  I  would  like  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  this.  In  putting 
down  my  amendment  I  had  not  in  my 
mind  quite  those  considerations  on  which 
my  hon.  friend  has  supported  his 
amendment.  I  had  not  so  much  in 
my  mind  the  special  difficulties  that  might 
arise  in  carrying  on  satisfactorily  the  Lan- 
cashire industries.  What  I  wished  to  do 
was  to  give  the  Education  Department  a 
little  more  time  to  accommodate  itself  to 
this  change  which  is  suggested.  No 
doubt  there  are  a  great  many  in  this 
House  who  look  upon  the  half-time  sys- 
tem as  one  which  ought  to  be  ter- 
minated ;  but  I  think  it  is,  or  may 
be  made,  a  good  system.  The  ten- 
dency of  education  at  the  present  time 
is  totally  to  dissociate  education  from 
the  work  the  children  will  have  to  do  in 
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after  life.  When  children  have  passed 
their  standards  and  left  their  schools 
they  in  a  few  years  forget  nearly  every- 
thing which  they  have  learned.  If  we 
could  maintain  sonfe  association  between 
education  and  the  work  which  the  chil- 
dren will  have  to  perform  later  in  life  we 
shall  have  done  something  to  interest  them 
in  education  whilst  they  are  beginning  to 
learn  the  business  which  they  have  to 
follow.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  this 
disassociation  between  the  future  work 
and  the  education  which  the  children  are 
receiving  is  a  serious  reproach  to  the  Edu- 
cation Department.  If  this  Bill  is  passed 
the  Education  Department  ought  to  have 
ample  time  to  infuse  a  more  practical 
spirit  into  its  educational  system.  If  you 
go  beyond  the  fundamental  rules  of  read- 
ing, writing,  and  arithmetic  you  at  once 
get  into  a  region  where  in  the  majority 
of  cases  what  is  taught  is  of  no  practical 
benefit  to  the  children.  If  the  half-time 
system  is  carried  on  properly  it  does  con- 
join the  work  which  the  children  have  to 
perform  in  after  life  with  the  education 
they  are  pursuing  at  the  same  time.  If  we 
are  to  abolish  the  system  then  we  must 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  changed  circum- 
stances that  must  ensue,  and  in  order  to 
give  time  to  the  Educational  Department 
to  infuse  a  more  practical  spirit  into 
elementary  education  I  shall  support  the 
amendment  of  my  hon.  friend. 

*SiR  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  have 
taken  the  greatest  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject from  my  earliest  years.  As  a  clergy- 
man's son  I  passed  much  of  my  youth  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  factories,  and  I  in 
my  later  years  find  myself  in  much  tho 
same  position.  I  sympathise  with  these 
people,  and  I  desire  to  promote  their 
prosperity.  I  cannot  help  contrasting 
the  position  of  our  factory  hands  with 
the  position  of  those  engaged  in  similar 
industries  abroad.  I  do  not  want  my 
argument  to  refer  to  foreign  competition, 
which  may  be  pressed  too  far,  but  what  I 
do  desire  to  see  is  the  advancement  of 
our  own  workpeople.  What  I  see  when 
I  am  abroad,  sometimes  in  manufacturing 
towns,  sometimes  in  the  cantons  of 
Switzerland,  and  sometimes  on  the 
breezy  uplands  of  the  Black  Forest,  is 
crowds  of  children  flocking  to  school,  and  I 
I  want  to  know  what  the  children  here  ' 
have  done  that  they  arc  not  to  have  the 
same  advantages.  \\  hat  have  the  parents  \ 
of  these  children  done  that  they  are  not 

Mr.  Tomlinson.  I 


to  have  the  same  advantages  as  the 
parents  on  the  Continent  ?  What  has  the 
British  nation  done  that  we  are  not 
to  have  the  same  advantages  as  other 
nations  1  I  find  in  the  Education 
Report  issued  last  year,  the  most  valu- 
able document  of  its  kind  that  we  have, 
that  in  Switzerland  such  great  importance 
is  attached  to  education  that  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  country  will  not  allow  any 
child  to  go  into  the  factory  until  he  is 
14  years  of  age.  The  comparison  is 
steadily  against  our  people.  It  will 
injure  our  production — 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order  ! 
The  hon.  Member  must  remember  that 
the  general  question  is  not  now  under 
discussion.  The  question  is  whether  the 
Bill  shall  come  into  operation  next  year 
or  five  years  hence. 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL :  My  hon.  friend 
in  moving  his  Amendment  said  the 
present  condition  of  affairs  has  lasted  so 
long  that  this  matter  need  not  be  hurried, 
I  say  that  it  has  lasted  far  too  long. 
Thirty  years  of  recorded  time  has  gone 
by  since  the  age  of  the  half-timer  had 
reached  10.  Surely  the  time  has  now 
come  to  move  forward  a  step,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  take  the  step  firmly,  surely,  and 
speedily.  As  a  Lancashire  Member  I 
desire  to  say  that  one  Lancashire  Member 
at  least  does  desire  to  advance  education, 
'and  he  does  not  desire  to  hear,  on  this 
occasion,  what  he  heard  so  much  of  when 
the  Education  Bill  of  1897  was  passed, 
that  Lancashire  was  behind,  was  in 
arrear,  and  was  retarding  progress,  those 
remarks  ought  not  to  be  made  without 
justice,  and  I  do  not  desire  to  hear  them 
made  at  all. 

Colonel  PILKINGTON  (Lancashire, 
Newton) :  If  you  compare  the  working 
classes  on  the  uplands  of  the  Black 
Forest  or  those  of  Switzerland  with  those 
of  this  country,  you  will  also  find  that 
the  Members  of  Parliament  here  are 
representing  the  best  interests  of  the 
working  classes  of  Lancashire.  The 
reason  why  they  urge  as  strongly  as  they 
do  that  every  consideration  that  it  is 
possible  to  give  should  be  given  to  this 
matter,  is  because  the}'  are  not  only 
pleading  the  cause  of  the  manufacturers 
but  they  are  also  pleading  the  came  of 
the  children.  In  the  industries  that 
have  been  alluded  to  there  is  a  career  for 
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the  whole  life  of  the  operative,  boy  and 
man,  and  the  question  is  when  the  child 
should  put  his  step  upon  the  first  rung 
of  the  ladder,  and  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  a 
question  which  deserves  most  careful 
attention.  The  point  which  I  wish  to 
urge  is  that  the  time  given  by  this  Bill  is 
much  too  short.    There  is  no  doubt  a 

ndeal  of  work  that  will  have  to  be 
.  and  there  will  have  to  be  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  taken  in  reorganising  the 
plan  upon  which  these  industries  are 
carried  on.  It  is  all  very  well  for  people 
not  engaged  in  trade,  who  are  not  under 
the  stress  and  difficulties  of  trade,  to 
deal  with  this  question  in  a  philanthropic 
way,  but  those  who  are  engaged  in  those 
industries  are  face  to  face  with  the 
difficulty,  and  as  I  think  know  best  what 
is  best  for  the  industry  where  this  diffi- 
culty centres.  Everybody  in  this  House 
must  know  perfectly  well  that  this 
system  has  been  working  for  many  years. 
You  will  interfere  with  the  organisation 
of  business,  which  will  be  very  much 
disorganised,  and  everybody  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  utmost  time  and  con- 
sideration ought  to  be  given  to  the 
change  which  is  going  to  be  made.  From 


the  centres  of  industry  no  agitation  has 
come  at  all  for  the  change  that  is 
suggested  ;  the  agitation  has  come  from 
the  elementary  teachers  encouraged  by 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Education 
Council,  and  there  are  a  great  many 
people  in  Lancashire  who  do  not  believe 
in  it.  I  venture  to  ask  both  sides  of  this 
House  with  all  respect  to  consider  very 
carefully  the  great  interests  they  now 
propose  to  touch,  and  to  touch  very 
closely.  Home  Rulers  surely  have  some 
principle  of  Home  Rule  which  they  apply 
to  places  other  than  Ireland  ;  surely 
Home  Rule  should  be  conceded  to 
Lancashire,  which  is  deeply  interested  in 
this  question  of  training  up  the  children. 
These  industries  are  keeping  the  country 
going,  and  supplying  it  with  the  sinews 
of  war,  and  if  this  change  is  suddenly 
made  you  will  hamper  and  destroy  them. 
In  conclusion,  I  ask  that  the  extension  of 
time  which  is  asked  for  by  the  Amend- 
ment may  be  granted,  and  unless  it  is  I 
can  only  assure  the  House  that  these 
industries  will  be  greatly  and  dangerously 
disorganised. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  10  ; 
Noes,  163— (Division  List  No.  160). 


Ascroft,  Robert 
Cross,  Herb.  S.  (Bolton) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Kemp,  George 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,  W.(Newc-und'r-Lyme) 

Anstruther,  H.  T. 

Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 

Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 

Aaquith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  H. 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Bain  bridge,  Emerson 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Banes,  Major  George  Edward 

Bethell,  Commander 

Birrell,  Augustine 

Blake,  Edward 

Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Broadhnrst,  Henry 

Brnnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Ballard,  Sir  Harry 

Barns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Sir  Charles  (Glas.) 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 

Campbell -Bannerman,  Sir  H. 


AYES. 

Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  ( Accrington) 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Pilkington,  Richard 
Rutherford,  John 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-und'-L.) 

NOES. 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark.Dr.  G.  B.(Caithnes8-sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colville,  John 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Gl'sg'w) 
Cornwallis,  Fiennes  Stan.  W. 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duckworth,  James 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evans,  Sir  Francis  H.  (S"ton) 
Farquhareon,  Dr.  Robert 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
FitzGerald.Sir  Robert  Penr*se- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  George  Whiteley  and 
Mr.  Tomlinson. 


Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred'ck 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Gray,  Ernest  (Went  Ham) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Bunion 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Hutton,John(Yorks,N.R.) 
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Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence.Sir  E.Durn'g-  (Cor.) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lockwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  K. 
Logan,  John  William 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
M' Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh.W. ) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
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Morgan,J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Money ,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  J.(Monlrose) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.J 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northurob.) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randell,  David 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Scott,  C.  Prestwich  (Lei^h) 
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Shaw,  Charles  Ed.  (Stafford) 
Sidebothara,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  WilKam  Charles 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.  G.  (Oxf.  U.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  C.  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notte) 
Wilson,  Charles  H.  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  J.  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
WoodhaU,  William 
Woodhouse,  Sir  J.T.  (H'dsfld.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Yer burgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Noes-Mt. 
Robson  and  Mr.  Kenyon. 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  I  now 
beg  to  move  to  substitute  for  the  word 
"twelve"  the  words  "eleven  years  and 
six  months."  The  Bill  proposes  to  raise 
the  age  to  12.  There  is  always  a  time 
in  the  age  of  a  child  when  it  is  able  to 
become  a  half-timer  after  the  age  has 
elapsed.  If  you  fix  11  years  and  6 
months,  practically  the  age  of  12  will 
be  arrived  at,  ana  your  object  will  be 
attained.  But  the  child  will  be  com- 
petent to  the  work  before  reaching  the 
age.  There  is  nothing  magical  about 
the  word  twelve.  One  often  hears  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  that  we  were 
pledged  by  our  representative  at  the 
Berlin  Conference  to  raise  the  age  of 
half-timers  to  1 2,  and  the  argument  that 
has  been  put  forward  since  is  that, 
whether  we  are  in  favour  of  it  or  not, 
the  pledge  having  been  given  we  ought 
to  act  up  to  it  with  honour.  But,  in  the 
first  place,  was  any  pledge  given  at  the 
Conference  in  favour  of  raising  the  age 
of  half-timers,  and,  if  so,  by  whom  was  it 
given  1  Was  it  given  by  the  Minister  of 
Education,  and,  if  so,  in  what  capacity  ? 
Did  he  act  as  the  direct  representative  of 
the  British  Ministry,  and  was  he  in- 
structed by  the  Government  to  agree  1  If 
he  was,  the  question  arises  as  to  whether 
any  Government  or  Minister  generally  of 
this  country  has  the  right  in  any  shape  or 
form  to  make  such  a  pledge.  I  think  no 
such  pledge  was  given,  and  all  I  say  is, 


let  us  have  a  fair  field  and  no  favour.  If 
you  fix  12  years  of  age  as  the  time,  it 
means  really  12  years  and  somo  months, 
and  the  child  is  able  to  work  full  time  at 
the  age  of  13,  so  that  fixing  the  age  at 
12  will  result  in  doing  away  with  balf- 
timers  altogether.  If  that  is  what  you 
are  trying  to  do,  why  do  you  not  have  the 
courage  of  your  opinion  and  put  a  clause 
into  the  Bill  to  that  effect,  and  not  try  to 
do  it  indirectly  by  a  side-wind.  Give  us 
1 1  years  and  six  months  now,  and  insert 
a  clause  in  your  Bill  that  the  age  should 
advance  automatically,  so  that  in  a  few 
years  you  will  have  the  age  that  you  put 
down  here.  I  think  if  you  do  that  you 
will  make  the  Bill  a  good  deal  more 
palatable. 

Amendment  proposed :  In  page  1,  line  7, 
to  leave  out  the  word  "twelve,"  and 
insert  the  words  "  eleven  years  and  six 
months" — (Mr.  George  Whiteley). 

Question  proposed:  "That  the  word 
'  twelve  '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

Mr.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire):  I 
object  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport.  I  have  given 
notice  of  an  Amendment  that  the  age 
shall  be  raised  to  13,  but  owing  to  informa- 
tion I  have  received  from  the  Education 
Department,  which  leads  me  to  believe 
that  it  is  not  practicable,  I  have  decided 
to  withdraw  that^  ^Amendment  T°e 
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reason  for  my  objection  is  that  raising 
the  age  will  conduce  to  the  physical 
and  educational  advantage  of  the  chil- 
dren. The  only  practical  difference 
of  opinion  between  the  supporters  and 
opponents  of  this  Bill  is  as  to  whether 
the  country  can  afford  this  or  not. 
The  question  is  not  very  great  The 
great  economical  factor  is  the  saving 
of  time  and  labour  by  machinery  and 
scientific  combination.  This  country  has 
taken  the  lead  in  industrial  pursuits, 
and  so  great  has  been  our  combination 
of  these  advantages  that  it  is  calculated 
that  the  labour  of  six  English 
workmen  is  equal  to  that  of  24 
Germans  or  French,  32  Austrians,  50 
Spaniards,  75  Italians,  or  82  Portuguese ; 
and  the  accumulated  wealth  and  wages 
in  this  country  are  proportionately 
greater.  Under  these  circumstances,  who 
shall  venture  to  say  that  the  country 
cannot  afford  to  give  its  children  proper 
education,  or  that  it  should  lag  behind 
other  Continental  Powers  ?  In  no  country 
in  the  world,  so  much  as  in  England  has 
so  great  advantage  been  taken  of 
labour  saving  appliances,  and  no  country 
is  better  able  to  afford  a  proper  education 
for  her  children.  I  have  come  into  close 
contact  not  only  with  the  hon.  Members 
of  this  House  who  represent  Lancashire, 
but  also  with  the  employers  and  the 
operatives  of  the  country.  I  have  the 
highest  opinion  of  their  intelligence,  and 
there  is  a  very  great  deal  in  what  they 
say.  It  is  this :  "  What  Lancashire  thinks 
to-day  England  thinks  to-morrow."  No 
Scotch  Member  has  taken  part  in  the 
Debate  on  the  second  reading,  with 
the  exception  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Fife, 
and  my  excuse  for  intervening  now, 
if  excuse  be  needed,  must  be  the 
effect  which  this  Bill  will  have  upon  the 
Scotch  Bill  of  a  similar  character  which 
has  yet  to  come  before  the  House. 
Scotch  Members  showed  their  opinion 
very  forcibly  in  the  division  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  when  44  of 
them  voted  for  it  and  only  three  against 
it.  I  think  it  is  a  sound  policy  to  give 
children  a  good  elementary  education 
such  as  they  could  receive  by  staying  at 
school  till  the  age  of  12  or  13.  If  the 
age  limit  were  raised  to  12  it  would,  I 
believe,  remove  the  stigma  which  attaches 
to  this  country  of  not  having  fulfilled  the 
engagement  we  entered  into  at  the 
Berlin  Conference ;  it  would  partially 


remove  the  reproach  that  though  we  are 
the  wealthiest  nation  in  the  world  we  lag 
behind  many  of  our  poorer  neighbours, 
and  it  would  diminish  the  number  of  the 
ignorant,  depraved,  and  feeble  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  TENNANT (Berwickshire):  Those 
of  us  who  are  Scotchmen  as  well  as 
those  who  are  Scotch  Members  will 
welcome  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down.  There  are  one 
or  two  matters  which  I  do  not  think  have 
been  dwelt  upon  with  sufficient  force  in 
this  House  with  regard  to  the  raising  of 
the  age.  What  is  the  industrial  position 
at  the  present  moment  1  In  England 
you  have  total  or  partial  exemption  at 
11,  but  a  child  is  not  allowed  to  be 
employed  in  a  factory  until  it  is  13. 
The  result  of  this  is,  that  you  have  a 

fap  which  my  honourable  friend  the 
lember  for  South  Shields  is  endeavouring 
to  diminish  by  one  year,  but  even  if  this 
Bill  passes  into  law,  that  gap  would  still 
remain.  The  remarks  made  by  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  on  the  subject 
not  very  long  ago  must  be  still  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  the  House.  But  I  do  not 
wish  to  dwell  upon  the  details  which  he 
gave  on  that  occasion ;  I  wish  rather  to 
remind  honourable  Members  of  what  the 
condition  of  affairs  is.  In  Scotland  we 
are  even  worse  off  than  the  people  are  in 
England,  because  the  age  at  which  a 
child  is  exempt  from  school  attendance 
is  10  instead  of  11.  I  am  aware  that  my 
honourable  friend  the  Member  for  Forfar- 
shire has  a  Bill  which  seeks  to  raise  the 
age  from  10  to  11,  but  even  if  that  Bill 
passes,  and  this  Bill  passes,  you  will  have 
an  unequal  state  of  things.  I  think  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should 
in  future,  even  if  we  cannot  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  endeavour  to  bridge  over 
a  hiatus  which  I  venture  to  say  does 
more  harm  than  any  want  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  country. 

*  Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  I  think  that 
it  is  the  greatest  misfortune  that  there 
should  be  a  gap  between  the  time  when  a 
child  leaves  school  and  the  time  when  he 
begins  some  occupation.  One  of  the 
worst  results  of  that  system  is  that  chil- 
dren take  up  desultory  employment 
instead  of  applying  themselves  to  some 
kind  of  regular  occupation.  The  object 
of  the  amendment  is  not  to  prevent  that 
system  from  being  put  an  end  to.  but  to 
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preserve  the  half-time  system  which 
bridges  over  the  gap.  The  great  advan- 
tage of  the  half-time  system  is  that  it 
enables  children  to  begin  to  learn  to  work 
while  their  education  is  still  going  on. 
It  is  because  I  think  that  this  Bill  will 
tend  to  break  down  the  half-time  system 
that  I  desire  to  support  the  amendment. 
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Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Rochester) : 
There  is  no  question  that  a  great  deal  of 
money  is  wasted  on  education,  because 
education  does  not  go  on  long  enough. 
If  there  is  to  be  any  progress  in  that 
direction,  the  only  chance  you  have  to 
make  it  is  by  combining  education  with 
industry.  The  essential  idea  of  the 
Evening  Continuation  School  system  is 
that  you  carry  on  education  even  when  a 
child  has  begun  to  work.  Whether,  in 
detail,  the  half-time  system  is  right  or 
wrong,  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
It  may  be,  as  the  House  thought  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  that  the  age 
is  too  low  now,  but  the  principle  is  right, 
and  the  only  principle  upon  which  pro- 
gress is  possible  is  the  combination  of  the 
two  elements  of  child-life— education  and 
industry.  The  only  chance  you  have  of 
progress  in  education  is  to  permit  parents 
to  allow  their  children  to  work  during  a 
part  of  their  education.  The  question 
then  arises  as  to  whether  you  have  the 
right  to  limit  the  power  of  parents  to 
determine  whether  their  children  shall  be 
employed  or  not.  You  have  that  right  if 
you  can  show  that  it  is  bad  for  the 
children,  but  no  inquiry  has  yet  been 
made,  and,  until  an  inquiry  has  been 
made,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  it  is 
injurious  to  the  children,  the  wishes  of 
the  parents  ought  to  be  respected.  I 
deny  the  contention  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  parents  are  anxious  to  oppress 
their  children.  The  parents  may  be 
wrong  in  their  views  as  to  what  is  best 
for  their  children  ;  but  in  the  vast  major- 
ity of  cases  they  have  the  interests  and 
advancement  of  their  children  at  heart. 
Therefore,  before  any  alteration  is  made 
in  the  half-time  system,  it  should  be 
established  that  it  is  bad  for  the  children 
educationally  and  physically.  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  is  bad  for  the  children 
physically.  Those  great  factories  in 
which  children  work  are  carefully  looked 
after  from  the  sanitary  point  of  view; 
the  strain  on  the  children  at  work  is  not 
so  great  as  the  strain  on  the  children  at 
school,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
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mental  strain  in  the  school  is  more 
likely  to  injure  their  health  than  the 
physical  strain  at  work.  It  has  not  been 
proved  that  the  half-time  system  is  bad 
from  the  point  of  view  of  education. 
Therefore,  though  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
will  withdraw  the  Amendment,  I  shall 
feel  bound  to  support  him  if  he  goes  to  a 
division. 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham, 
N.) :  I  think  the  noble  Lord  is  certainly 
inaccurate  in  one  of  his  remarks.  What 
we  maintain  in  connection  with  this  Bill 
is  that  those  who  are  now  parents 
have  themselves  been  brought  up  under 
a  bad  system,  and  under  a  far  worse 
system  than  their  children.  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  at  the  Berlin 
Conference  we  were  definitely  pledged 
to  do  the  very  thing  that  this  Bill 
proposes  to  do,  and  I  should  have  thought 
after  that  fact  there  was  nothing 
further  to  be  said  in  the  matter.  But 
whether  the  Bill  is  passed  by  the  present 
Government  or  not,  it  will  be  passed  by 
the  succeeding  Government.  We  cannot 
fight  against  time  in  this  matter.  The 
noble  Lord  has  spoken  about  the  health 
of  the  children.  I  believe  that  all 
medical  opinion  right  through  the  country 
is  dead  against  the  half-time  system. 
Moreover,  there  is  not  a  medical  man  in 
this  House  who  does  not  oppose  it.  One 
medical  authority  has  said  that  every 
month  the  children  are  taken  from  the 
workshop  and  placed  in  the  school  would 
be  a  distinct  gain  to  their  health.  Par- 
liament has  no  more  sacred  charge 
committed  to  it  than  the  charge  of  the 
child  life  of  this  country,  and  if  it  now 
determines  to  save  50,000  children  from 
the  dangers  of  the  workshop,  it  will  do 
one  of  the  best  strokes  of  business  it  has 
ever  done.  If  the  Bill  passes  through 
Committee  to-day,  the  31st  of  May  will 
be  a  red  letter  day  in  the  Parliamentary 
calendar. 

*  Colonel  MELLOR  (Lancashire,  Rad- 
cliffe) :  I  desire  to  endorse  the  remarks 
of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Rochester.  With  regard  to  the  Amend- 
ment itself,  I  think  it  would  have  been 
as  well  if  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Stockport  would  not  press  it  to  a 
division,  but  holding  the  views  I  do 
on  the  half-time  question,  I  shall  feel 
bound  to  support  it  if  he  does.  The 
constant  assertion  has  been  indulged  in 
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by  the  Press,  and  by  people  outside,  and  on 
public  platforms,  that  the  condition  of  life 
of  the  half-timers  of  Lancashire  is  one 
which  is  directly  inimical  to  their  health. 
As  one  who  has  had  perhaps  a  greater 
experience  on  the  subject  than  any  other 
Member  of  the  House,  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  objections  which  formerly  undoubt- 
edly existed  in  the  mills  to  half-time 
lalxmr  have  to  a  large  extent  ceased,  and 
if  children  must  work  at  all  at  the  age  of 
II,  12,  or  13  years  in  doors,  there  is  no  em- 
ployment in  this  country  where  they 
work  under  better  or  more  healthy  con- 
ditions than  in  the  modern  cotton  mills 
of  Lancashire.  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  sending  to  members  copies  of  a  few 
photographs.  One  is  a  group  of  1 2  half- 
timers,  and  the  other  is  a  group  of  over- 
lookers numbering  27,  in  a  mill  in  my 
constituency.  I  have  in  every  case  given 
in  the  height,  weight,  chest  measurement, 
and  periods  of  sickness  of  the  children 
and  the  men,  and  I  undertake  to  say  that 
in  no  condition  or  class  of  life  or  labour 
could  you  find  other  children  or  men  who 
have  passed  through  the  half  time  period 
with  less  injury  than  they  have.  Of  the 
'.'7  men  20  of  them  have  had  no  sickness 
that  they  can  remember,  and  they  began 
to  work,  not  at  the  age  of  1 1  years,  but 
at  9.  I  mention  this  to  disabuse  mem- 
bers of  the  idea  that  half-time  labour  is 
as  injurious  as  it  has  been  represented. 
I  was  not  present  at  the  debate  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I  read  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  Member  for  the 
Middleton  Division  (Mr.  Duckworth). 
The  honourable  Member  was  once  a  half- 
time  worker,  and  the  position  to  which 
he  has  now  reached  is  one  that  reflects 
upon  him  the  highest  credit.  The  physique 
of  the  honourable  Member  is  a  splendid 
testimony  of  the  healthiness  of  the  half- 
time  system  and  to  the  value  of  the  com- 
bination of  education  with  industrial 
training. 

*  Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington, 
8.):  I  desire  to  saj'  only  one  or  two  words 
upon  the  remarks  made  by  the  noble 
Lord,  who  has  raised,  in  very  moderate 
and  able  terms,  an  important  question  of 
principle.  I  quite  agree  that  if  you  can 
combine  industrial  training  with  general 
education  it  is  most  desirable  to  do  so, 
and  hence  our  advocacy  at  all  times  of 
continuation  schools  ;  but  the  question  of 
*«e  goes  to  the  very  root  of  this  matter. 
If  \  on  remove  a  child  from  school  at  too 


|  early  an  age,  you  cannot  possibly  ever 
i  recover  the  time,  and  waste  must  ensue. 
I  On  this  point  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord 
!  in  saying  that  if  we  can  show  that  by 
!  such  removal  or  exemption  you  injure 
j  the  education  of  the  child  itself,  then  the 
i  arguments  in   favour  of  this  Bill  are 
;  irresistible.     I    have    had    a  large 
amount  of  experience  among  Yorkshire 
.  and  Lancashire  institutions  in  relation  to 
i  technical,'  commercial,    and  secondary 
i  training,  and  I  say  that  the  one  great  and 
universal  regret  in  connection  with  these 
institutions  is  that  the  want  of  primary 
education   renders  it  very  difficult  to 
inculcate  technical  and   commercial  in- 
struction.    It  is  the  want  of  general 
information   that   is    felt,  and,  there- 
fore, if  you  lessen  the  education  given 
in    earlier   years,    you    prevent  that 
technical  instruction,  which  is  of  such 

rramount  importance  to  this  country, 
heard  my    honourable    Friend  the 
i  Member   for   Stockport  say  something 
j  about  our  being  pledged  to  Germany  and 
I  to  other  countries  at  tho  Berlin  Con- 
|  ference.    It  is  not  a  question  of  being 
i  pledged,  it  is  a  question  of  what  is  to  the 
I  interest  of  our  own  country  ;    and  I 
;  think  anyone  who  has  studied  the  course 
I  of  commercial  competition  in  these  days 
must  know  that  it  is  largely  the  educa- 
;  tional  advantage  held  by  Germany  which 
j  has   given   her   the    commercial  and 
industrial   position    she    holds  to-day. 
In  Germany  primary  education  was  com- 
menced with  the  century  under  her  great 
Minister  Stein  ;  it  was  commenced  in  this 
country  as  a  State  system  only  a  quarter  of 
a  century  ago  ;  and  that  is  the  cause  to  a 
large  extent  of  the  comparative  position 
we  occupy  to-day.    What  other  countries 
have  given  to  their  children  should  also 
be  given  to  the  children  of  this  country, 
I  for  the  sake  both  of  themselves  individu- 
|  ally,  and  of  the  nation  as  a  whole. 

Colonel  PILKINGTON:  Representing 
one  of  the  l^ancashiro  divisions,  I  feel 
that  this  is  a  most  important  question. 
Feeling  strongly  as  I  do  that  to  raise  the 
;  age  from  1 1  at  all  is  a  mistake,  I  shall 
certainly  support  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Stockport. 
We  are  in  many  cases  fighting  for  an 
industry,  and  fighting  for  the  people  of 
Lancashire ;  and  therefore  I  shall  cer- 
tainly follow  him  into  the  Lobby.  I 
have  listened  with  very  great  attention 
to  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  and  it 
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seems  to  me  that  we  are  deciding  this 
question  on  very  imperfect  information  as 
to  health  or  as  to  anything  else.  If  we 
draw  the  string  too  tight,  we  shall  have 
nothing  like  evasion  of  the  Act  by  the 
large  manufacturers,  but  there  will  pro 
bably  be  evasions  in  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  cases  in  which  it  will  be  very  difficult 
to  note  what  is  being  done  by  a  child 
under  12  years  of  age.  For  these  reasons 
I  advocate  that  the  age  should  be  increased 
at  the  present  time  merely  to  11£  years. 

*  Sir  A.  HICKMAN  (Wolverhampton, 
W.)  :  It  appears  to  me  that  this  Bill 
would  not  be  complete  without  a  provision 
for  finding  food  for  those  children  who 
are  prevented  from  earning  their  own 
livelihood  or  from  assisting  their  parents 
in  the  amount  of  wages  earned. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid.)  : 
Give  their  fathers  more  wages. 

*  Sir  A.  HICKMAN:  A  very  good 
suggestion,  no  doubt,  but  perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  point  out  how  that  can  be 
done. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid.):  I 
will  do  so  in  a  moment  if  the  hon.  Member 
will  allow  me. 

♦Sir  A.  HICKMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
can  do  so  when  I  sit  down.  Something 
has  been  said  about  technical  education, 
but  the  great  defect  in  technical  educa- 
tion is  that  it  is  not  of  a  practical 
character.  But  these  children  who  are 
half-timers  are  receiving  what  I  consider 
to  be  certainly  the  most  practical  technical 
education,  for  they  are  actually  learning 
the  work  which  is  to  fit  them  afterwards 
to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  The 
returns  show  that  only  about  one  child 
in  300  leaves  school  at  the  age  of  12,  so 
that  it  is  not  a  very  crying  evil,  and  this 
small  percentage  consists  probably  of 
the  very    children  upon   whom  com- 


pulsory attendance  would  press  most 
hardly.  Surely  in  this  matter  it  is  better 
to  g°  °y  degrees,  and  not  to  move  in 
advance  of  public  opinion.  The  Amend- 
ment offers  the  promoters  a  fair  com- 
promise, and  that  being  so  I  think  they 
ought  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  ARNOLD  (Halifax) :  Before  the 
Committee  proceed  to  the  division,  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of 
the  parents.  They  resent  that  a  hard 
and  fast  line  should  be  drawn,  and  that 
they  should  be  left  without  any  discretion 
at  all.  The  bulk  of  the  parents  are 
opposed  to  strict  legislation  on  the 
point. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  Will  the 
Vice-President  inform  the  Committee 
whether  this  country  is  or  is  not  pledged 
in  any  way  whatever  as  a  result  of  what 
was  done  by  the  Berlin  Conference  ? 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on 
EDUCATION  (Sir  John  Gorst)  :  The 
British  Government  pledged  itself, 
amongst  the  other  Governments  of  Europe, 
that  it  was  desirable  that  the  minimum 
age  for  working  in  factories  and  work- 
shops should  be  12. 

♦Mr.  TOMLINSON :  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  how  it  has  happened, 
then,  that  no  Government  has  thought  it 
its  duty  to  take  steps  to  redeem  that 
pledge  1 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  I  would 
point  out  to  the  Committee  that  that  is 
no  pledge  whatever.  It  is  merely  an 
expression  of  opinion. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  177; 
Noes,  18— (Division  List  No.  161). 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  W.  ( Newc.  -under- Lyme) 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Billson,  Alfred 

Colonel  Ptikingion, 


AYES. 

Birrell,  Augustine 
Blake,  Edward 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,Capt.H.F.(Middlesex) 
Bioadhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bui  lard,  Sir  Harry 
Bums,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
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Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.J.A.(Gla»g.) 
Caui]ibe)l-Bannerman,  Sir  n. 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Can.- ton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.G.B. (Caithness  sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
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Cohen,  Benjamin  Louie 
Colomb,SirJohnCharlesReady 
Colston,  Chaa.  Edw.  H.  A  thole 
ColrilJe,  John 

Corbett,  A-Caraeron(Glasgow) 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dilke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Draee,  Geoffrey 
Duckworth,  James 
Draco  m  be,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Ske,  Rt,  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
wards,  Owen  Morgan 
Eagledew,  Charles  John 
Enoonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Enuis,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Firquharaon,  Dr.  Robert. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Vvahj,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitz  Wycram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Cedge,  Sydney 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-Genera] 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gourley,  Sir.  E.  Temperley 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Harwood,  George 
Havne,  Rt.  Hon.  Ch.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Beaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thos.  Ch.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
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Holland, Wm.  H.  (York.W.R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  David  Brynroor  (Swan.) 
Jones,  Win.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D.-  (Corn.) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cumber.) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Logan,  John  William 
Long,  Col.  C:  W.  (Evesham) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
M'Arthur,  Chas.  (Liverpool) 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'lver.SirL.  ( Edinburgh, W.) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  ( Whitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carm'rth'n) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Montrose) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Nuasey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  G.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Paul  ton,  James  Mel  lor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
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Perks,  Robert  William 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Randell,  David 
Rasnh,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Thresh ie 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,  Rt.  Hn.  J.G.  (Oxf  d  U.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,John  Carvell  (Notts) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbro*) 
Woodall,  WUliam 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(HudderB.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley ,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Yer burgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Mr.  Robson  and  Mr. 
Kenyon. 


Arnold,  Alfred 
Ascrof  t,  Robert 
Coddiagton,  Sir  William 
Cran borne,  Viscount 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 


NOES. 

Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Kemp,  George 

Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mel  lor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Seton  Karr,  Henry 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 


Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed.  Murray 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-u.-L.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  George  Whiteley  and 
Mr.  Pilkington. 


♦Mr.  TOMLINSON :  I  wish  to  move 
m  an  Amendment,  to  insert  after  the 
word  "  shall "  in  line  seven  the  words 
"except  where  any  bye-laws  under  the 
Elementary  Education  Acts,  1870  to 
1897,  shall  from  time  to  time  other- 
wise provide."  The  object  is  to  give 
»me  latitude  to  the  local  authorities  in 
applying  the  provisions  of  the  Pill,  It 


seems  to  me  quite  alien  to  English  habits 
to  adapt  the  same  cast  iron  system  of 
administration  to  all  parts,  instead  of 
easing  the  burden  wherever  possible.  I 
would  only  propose  to  give  latitude 
within  certain  reasonable  limits,  but  I 
hold  that  the  very  fact  that  the  local 
authorities  have  the  power  of  modifying 
th,  oppltotio,  of  the  Bill  voW  **  m 
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the  direction  of  developing  their  energies  ' 
in  carrying  out  these  duties.    I  do  not 
think  it  is  an  unreasonable  thing  to  allow 
these  bodies  the  latitude  I  suggest.  , 


Amendment  proposed:  In  Clause  1, 
page  1,  line  6,  after  "shall,"  to  insert 
"  except  where  any  byc-laws  under  the 
Elementary  Education  Acts,  1870  to  1897, 
shall  from  time  to  time  otherwise  pro- 
vide."—(Mr.  Tomlitutm.) 

Question  proposed  :  "  That  those  words  1 
be  there  inserted."  j 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  N.) :  This  is 
a  proposal  to  give  local  authorities  a ! 
certain  option.     Honourable  Members  | 
opposite  are  very  fond  of  local  option, 
and  I,  for  one,   do   not  see  why  the  j 
authorities  who  represent   the   parents  I 
should  not  have  the  power  of  altering  the  j 
school  age  in  order  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  particular  districts.    It  cannot  j 
be  said  that  children  engaged  in  agricul- 1 
tural  work  are  following  an  unhealthy 
occupation.    On  the  contrary,  the  work 
is  healthy,  and  therefore  if  the  local 
authorities  have  the  power  of  judging 
what  is  best  for  them  with  regard  to  age, 
no  harm  can  be  done.    I  think  it  would 
be  rather  unwise  not  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment.    It  is  frequently  the  case  that 
parents  summoned  before  local  magis- 
trates for  not  sending  their  children  to 
school  are  let  off  very  lightly,  and,  indeed, 
they  willingly  pay  the  fine  because  they 
know  the  children's  earnings  much  more 
than  cover  it. 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL:  One  of  the  I 
greatest  obstacles  to  educational  progress  j 
in  this  country  is  the   extremely  low 
standard  mentioned  in  the  bye-laws,  and  I 
I  have  noticed  some  very  emphatic  words 
in  educational  inspectors'  reports  upon  < 
this  subject.   I  very  much  regret  that  this  '■ 
proposal  has  been  made,  as  I  certainly  i 
fear,  that  if  this  discretion  is  given  to  • 
local  authorities,  it  will  have  a  tendency 
to  destroy  the  effects  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ROBSON  (South  Shields):  It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment.  Its  object,  as  I  understand,  | 
is  to  enable  local  educational  authori- 
ties to  lower  the  standard  set  up  by 
Parliament.  That  is  rather  opposed 
to  the  current  of  all  our  legislation  on 
this  subject,  for  our  efforts  have  hitherto 
been  directed  to  induce  the  local  autho- 

Mr.  Tomlinson. 


rities  to  come  up  to  that  standard.  I 
doubt  very  much  if  any  local  authorities 
will  avail  themselves  of  the  Amendment 
if  carried,  in  order  to  fix  an  age  below 
that  appointed  by  the  Act.    Does  the 
hon.  Member  think  he  will  achieve  his 
object  by  his  Amendment  ?  I  think  I  can 
show  him  good  reasons  for  not  pressing  it 
to  a  division.    The  words  of  the  Amend- 
ment are  that  the  Act  shall  apply  except 
where  any  bye-law  under  the  Elcmen- 
1  tary  Education  Acts,  1870—1897,  shall 
j  otherwise  provide.     Has  the  hon.  Mem- 
I  ber  tried  the  experiment  of  reading  the 
whole  of  the  clauses,  so  as  to  get  at  the 
j  meaning  of  these  words  ?  If  he  does, 
I  he  will    find  there  are  already  b/e- 
laws  under  the  Education  Acts,  made 
|  upon  the  basis  of  1 1  as  the  minimum  age 
i  for  leaving  school.    Under  this  Act  12 
!  will  be  made  the  minimum  school  age, 
and  therefore,  in  future,  if  the  Amend- 
ment is  accepted,  12  would  be  the  mini- 
mum age,  except  in  cases  where  the  exist- 
ing bye  laws  say  it  shall  be  11.    That  is 
a  very  fair  point  for  consideration,  and  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  it  would  be  well  for  him  at 
any  rate  to  defer  his  proposal  until  the 
Report  stage. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  whether  he  has  correctly  read 
the  Amendment.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  provides  for  future,  rather  than  for 
existing,  bye-laws.  Our  sympathies  arc 
all  with  education,  but  I  do  noi  think  it 
is  wise  to  lay  down  too  hard  and  fast  a 
rule.  I  would  give  local  option  to  the 
authorities,  and  I  therefore  heartily  sup- 
port the  Amendment. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  under  the  existing 
Education  Acts,  the  local  authorities  have 
no  power  to  make  any  bye  laws  fixing 
an  age  standard.  All  'they  can  do  is  to 
fix  an  educational  standard,  and  there 
fore,  in  my  opinion,  the  Amendment,  if 
carried,  would  be  quite  inoperative.  The 
hon.  Member  had  better  postpone  it  till 
later. 

♦Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  I  do  not  follow 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  that.  If  we 
empower  the  local  authorities  to  make 
these  bye-laws  it  surely  would  lie  possible, 
the  principle  having  been  once  accepted, 
to  provide  words  making  it  operative. 
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I  do  not  think  the  objection  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wigan  really 
applies  to  my  Amendment ;  as  he  really 
objects  to  allowing  local  authorities  to 
permit  children  to  leave  school  before 
they  have  passed  a  certain  standard. 

*Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  Surely  this 
is  an  unheard  of  proposal.    If  passed  it  j 
would  have  the  effect  of  virtually  abro-  j 
gating  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.    There  ; 
would,  practically,  be  no  national  age 
standard  at  all.  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  depart  from  the  principles  which  at ■ 
present  govern  our  educational  policy : 
by  fixing  the  age  limit  in  Parliament,  j 
and  giving  this  discretion  to  local  authori- 1 
ties;  ana  I  therefore  trust  that  the 
Amendment  will  be  strenuously  opposed. 

Captain  PRETYMAN  (Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge):  I,  too,  hope  that  the  Amend- 
ment will  not  be  pressed.  It  is  putting 
too  great  a  strain  on  many  of  us,  to  ask 
us  to  vote  for  it. 

♦Mr.  TOMLINSON :  I  do  not  propose 
to  press  the  Amendment  to  a  division, 
and  will  therefore  ask  leave  to  withdraw 

it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ROBSON :  I  beg  now  to  move  to 
add  the  following  words  at  the  end  of  the 
clause : 

"  Provided  also  that  the  local  authority  for 
any  rural  district  may,  hy  by-law  for  any 
pariah  within  their  district,  fix  13  years  as  the 
minimum  age  for  exemption  from  school 
attendance  in  the  case  of  children  to  l>e  em- 
ployed in  agriculture,  and  that  in  such  parish 
rach  children  over  1 1  and  under  13  years  of 
age  who  have  passed  the  standard  fixed  for 
partial  exemption  from  school  attendance  by 
the  by-laws  of  the  local  authority  shall  not  be 
required  to  attend  school  more  than  250  times 
in  any  year.  Such  by-law  shall  have  effect  as 
a  by-law  made  under  Section  74  of  the  Ele- 
mentary Education  Act,  1870,  and  all  Acts 
amending  the  same.  The  local  authority  shall 
be  the  local  authority  fixed  by  Section  7  of  the 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1K76." 

The  object  of  this  Amendment  is  to 
secure  that  in  agricultural  districts  the 
children  shall  give  two  winters  to  school, 
instead  of  one  winter  and  one  summer. 
It  empowers  the  local  authority  to  extend 
the  school  age  from  12  to  13.  The 
Amendment  is  entirely  optional,  and  it  is 
open  to  the  rural  districts,  if  they  are  so 
disposed,  to  ignore  it  altogether.    I  hope 
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that  they  will  not,  and  on  the  contrary  I 
think  that  they  will  act  upon  it.  It  is 
an  attempt  to  apply  the  principle  of 
summer  work  and  winter  schooling  which 
prevails  in  Germany  and  Switzerland. 
The  high  school  age,  which  obtains  in 
those  countries  under  this  system,  is  not 
merely  acceptable,  but  it  is  popular,  and 
those  countries  would  never  have  reached 
their  present  educational  supremacy  but 
for  the  principle  which  I  propose  to 
embody  in  this  Amendment.  I  know 
that  some  of  my  hon.  friends  have 
supposed  that  in  putting  this  Amendment 
forward,  I  am  making  a  concession  to 
the  agricultural  interest  at  the  cost 
of  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  But  I 
venture  to  think  that  those  who  have 
studied  it  will  entertain  a  different  view. 
It  does  not  at  all  contract  the  operation 
of  the  Bill,  nor  is  this  the  first  time  on 
which  the  principle  has  been  raised  in 
connection  with  it.  There  are  those  who 
have  devoted  years  to  the  advocacy  of 
some  change  of  this  sort,  and  their  reason 
for  doing  so  is  that  they  have  observed 
the  great  difficulty  of  enforcing  the 
present  compulsory  system  in  rural  dis- 
tricts. Had  I  brought  forward  this  Bill 
without  seeking,  in  some  practical  way, 
to  deal  with  this  difficulty,  I  should  have 
been  much  to  blame.  Hon.  Members 
have,  perhaps,  scarcely  realised  the  serious 
degree  to  which  our  compulsory  system 
has  failed  in  the  rural  districts.  Its 
enforcement  depends  entirely  on  local 
vigilance  and  on  public  opinion,  and 
undoubtedly  that  opinion  is  strongly 
opposed  to  the  exercise  of  compulsion  at 
those  seasons  of  the  year  when  a  child 
can  profitably  be  employed  on  the  land. 
An  examination  of  the  returns  of  school 
attendance  in  rural  districts  shows  how 
lax  has  been  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 
Looking  down  the  last  returns  I  note 
that,  whereas  one  school  had  been  open 
338  times,  the  attendances  of  various 
children  had  averaged  from  54  to  64, 
while  a  little  judicious  inquiry  has 
brought  to  light  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
children  had  been  actually  employed  on 
the  land,  illegally,  by  members  of  the 
School  Board  for  that  district.  In  another 
school,  out  of  422  possible  attendances,  the 
returns  show  22,  65,  78,  and  98  attend- 
ances, while  no  summons  for  irregular 
attendance  <has  been  taken  out  for  four 
years.  The  principle  of  recognising 
the  difference  between  factory  and  agri- 
cultural labour  has  worked  with  good 
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effect  in  both  Germany  and  Switzerland, 
and  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  act 
equally  well  in  this  country.  After  all, 
the  Amendment  may  well  be  described 
as  one  enabling  compulsion  to  be  exer- 
cised, when  it  can  be  efficacious,  in  rural 
districts.  Remember,  I  am  not  giving 
away  the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  I  am 
simply  taking,  in  the  13th  year,  the  time 
given  up  in  the  12th,  and  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  in  the  later  year  the 
brain  of  the  child  will  have  become  more 
receptive.  I  think  the  Amendment  is  an 
indispensable  step  towards  filling  up  the 
fatal  gap  which  now  exists  between  the 
age  at  which  a  child  leaves  school,  and 
the  earliest  age  at  which  he  can  be  got 
hold  of  for  the  purposes  of  higher  educa- 
tion. Hitherto  the  agriculturists  of  Eng- 
land have  been  the  most  inveterate 
opponents  of  a  high  school  age ;  they, 
rather  than  Lancashire,  have  blocked  the 
way  of  progress  in  this  respect.  In 
foreign  countries  agriculturists  are  more 
in  favour' of  a  higher  school  age  than 
people  in  towns.  In  Germany  and 
Switzerland  we  have  instances  in  which 
the  school  age  runs  up  to  16  years,  and 
they  want  to  get  higher.  The  motive  of 
that  is  only  partly  educational ;  in 
Germany  and  Switzerland,  as  in  Eng- 
land, the  agricultural  boy  is  in  a  great 
hurry  to  get  away  from  school  in  order 
to  run  to  the  nearest  town  and  enter  the 
first  mill  or  shop,  but  if  we  had  a  higher 
school  age  accompanied  by  summer  work, 
we  keep  the  boy  on  the  land  until  he  has 
learned  something  of  it,  and  we  give  him 
a  start  in  what  is  the  most  natural  of  all 
employments.  That  is  the  reason  why, 
in  all  the  countries  of  Europe  where  a 
high  educational  standard  is  insisted  upon, 
we  have  this  principle  prevailing  in  rural 
districts  almost  without  exception.  The 
reason  why  it  is  insisted  upon  is  not  only 
a  national  and  philanthropic  one,  but 
because  the  rural  districts  have  a  very 
sound  material  interest  in  it.  It  is  to 
their  advantage  that  a  boy  should  learn 
the  trade  of  the  land  on  which  he  was 
born,  and  on  which  he  may  possibly  remain. 
It  is  to  the  interest  of  everybody  that 
there  should  be  fair  play  to  every  induce- 
ment which  will  stop  the  steady  flow  of 
agricultural  children  from  the  villages  to 
the  towns.  It  is  as  much  to  the  interest  of 
towns  as  it  is  to  tho  interest  of  the  country 
districts.  If  the  agricultural  districts 
of  England  appreciate  the  force  of  this 
argument,  we  sha.}}  haye  them  demanding 

Mr,  Robson, 


a  still  higher  school  age.  Since  my  agri- 
cultural friends  have  discovered  the  virtue 
of  this  Amendment,  I  am  astonished  to 
find  how  many  have  said,  "You  may 
carry  up  the  age  to  14  with  that  Amend- 
ment " ;  and  I  think  we  may  be  able  to 
oblige  them  later.  Those  who  have 
hitherto  been  the  enemies  of  a  high 
school  age  will  *in  future  be  its  most 
effective  allies.  I  would  wish  to  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee  to  refer  to  a 
very  important  detail  in  the  Amendment, 
namely,  the  number  of  attendances. 
When  I  first  drafted  the  Amendment  I 
put  down  300  attendances,  and  it  was 
argued  with  a  great  deal  of  force  and  with 
very  good  evidence  that  in  putting  down 
that  number  I  was  not  making  much  of  a 
concession,  and  that  in  fact  without  my 
Amendment  at  all,  supposing  the  Bill 
stood  in  its  original  form,  the  probabili- 
ties were  that  agricultural  children  would 
only  attend  about  300  times  between  the 
ages  of  11  and  12.  An  Amendment  Las 
been  put  down  by  my  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  North  Hants,  fixing  the 
number  at  200  attendances.  I  think  I 
went  a  little  too  high,  but  I  think  my 
hon.  Friend  has  gone  a  great  deal  too 
low,  and,  having  taken  the  advice  of 
those  who  could  speak  with  authority  and 
experience  on  educational  affairs,  I  was 
advised  that  all  the  purposes  of  my 
Amendment  would  be  well  met  if  I  put 
the  number  at  250  attendances,  which 
represents  about  half  the  year.  I  hope 
my  hon.  friends,  more  particularly  on  thie 
side  of  the  Housej  will  observe  that  by 
giving  250  attendances  in  each  of  the  two 
extra  years,  agricultural  children  will 
thereby  get  25  per  cent,  more  education 
than  borough  children.  It  will  be  ac- 
cepted, as  far  as  I  can  learn,  as  meeting 
the  special  necessities  of  the  agricultural 
districts,  and  I  venture  to  hope  that  the 
figure  which  I  now  suggest,  and  which  I 
ask  your  permission  to  insert,  is  one 
which  will  save  discussion  on  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line  12, 
at  the  end,  to  add  the  words : 

"  Provided  also  that  the  local  authority  for 
anv  rural  district  may,  by  bye-law  for  any 
parish  within  their  district,  fix  thirteen  years 
I  as  the  minimum  age  for  exemption  from  school 
I  attendance  in  the  cane  of  children  to  be  em- 
ployed in  agriculture,  and  that  in  such  parish 
such  children  over  eleven  and  under  thirteen 
years  of  age  who  have  passed  the  standard 
fixed  for  partial  exeuption  from  school  WW* 
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•nee  by  the  bye-lawn  of  the  local  authority 
shall  not  be  required  to  attend  school  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  times  in  any 
jear. 

"Such  bye-law  shall  have  effect  as  a  bye-law 
made  under  section  seventy-four  of  The  Ele- 
mentary Education  Act,  1870,  and  all  Acta 
amending  the  same. 

"  The  local  authority  shall  be  the  local 
authority  fixed  by  section  seven  of  The  Ele- 
mentary Education  Act,  1876."— {Mr.  Robson.) 

Question  proposed. 
"That  those  words  be  there  added." 

*Sir  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE  (Kent, 
Dartford) :  I  have  listened  with  pleasure 
to  the  excellent  statement  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  There  is  no 
doubt,  at  the  first  blush  and  the  first 
examination  of  these  proposals,  that  they 
are  essentially  a  new  development  of  our 
educational  system.  To  my  mind  they 
are  none  the  worse  for  it,  if  they  are  in 
the  right  direction,  and  although  we  have 
had  many  disquisitions  as  to  the  benefit 
or  otherwise  of  the  half-time  system,  we 
have  now  at  all  events  before  us,  a  con- 
crete case  for  discussion  and  a  very  im- 
portant one,  which  I  venture  to  think  will 
have  a  very  considerable  bearing  on  the 
educational  future  of  this  country.  I  rise 
to  support  the  Amendment  heartily.  I 
support  it  from  every  point  of  view, 
not  only  as  one  much  mixed  up  with 
educational  affairs,  but  also  from  my 
own  knowledge  of  village  rural  life. 
Educationally,  socially  and  otherwise,  I 
think  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
The  great  thing  we  have  to  consider  after 
all  is  the  success  of  this  proposed  change, 
and  if  we  only  could  secure  that,  wo  ought 
all  to  go  into  the  lobby  to  support  it.  I 
think  there  are  many  chances  in  favour 
of  its  complete  success.  What  will  be 
the  effects  on  the  child,  the  parent  and 
the  State  ?  First,  let  us  take  the  child 
upon  whom  the  experiment  is  to  be  made. 
The  condition  of  the  child  in  an  agricul- 
tural village,  whatever  the  agricultural 
industry  surrounding  him  may  be, 
whether  it  be  corn  growing  or  fruit 
growing,  is  at  present  most  hazardous 
and  uncertain.  He  never  knows  when 
he  may  be  called  into  the  field  to  scare 
away  rooks  or  hustled  suddenly  into 
school.  The  amendment  removes  at  once 
this  terrible  uncertainty,  and  in  addition 
gives  the  child  a  chance  of  two  more 
years  of  school  life,  not  spread  over  the 
year  in  the  present  haphazard  fashion, 
but  restricted  to  certain  periods.  That 
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will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  child. 
With  regard  to  the  parent,  I  believe  the 
Amendment  will  remove  an  immense 
cause  of  continual  friction  between  the 
parent  and  the  school  attendance  officer. 
Many  of  the  parents  have  to  struggle 
for  existence  in  rural  districts,  and  this 
Amendment,  if  worked  well,  will  have 
regard  to  their  feelings,  instincts,  and 
if  you  like  their  prejudices.  At  present 
the  parents  have  the  school  attendance 
officer  always  at  their  elbow.  The 
present  Amendment  will  give  them  a  clear 
period  of  the  year  in  which  allowance 
will  be  made  for  their  children's  absence 
from  school,  and  it  will  enable  them  to 
make  clear  and  definite  arrangements  for 
their  children's  education,  and  also  for 
their  being  enabled  to  earn  money.  As 
regards  the  State,  I  believe  the  amend- 
ment will  be  valuable  not  only  to  the 
cause  of  education  in  general,  but  it  will 
remove  the  large  arrount  of  friction 
and  difficulty  which  now  exists  between 
the  central  department  and  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. I  am  bound  to  say  that  in  rural 
districts  I  have  found  the  strongest  objec- 
tion to  any  idea  of  the  over-education  of 
children.  I  remember  once  attending  a 
meeting  to  open  a  large  school  in  a  dis- 
trict in  England,  and  I  was  attacked  on 
the  platform  because  I  advocated  tech- 
nical education.  Again,  this  scheme 
would  overcome  the  enormous  amount  of 
prejudice  now  existing.  Parents  and 
children  would  know  what  demands  were 
made  upon  them,  and  the  employer  would 
also  know  when  he  could  count  on  get- 
ting labour  on  his  farm.  I  believe  it 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  our  farmers 
to  know  when  they  could  command  such 
labour.  It  is  most  important  to  remove  the 
friction  which  exists  between  parents  and 
school  attendance  officers.  I  know,  from 
my  own  personal  knowledge,  that  a 
woman  and  her  children  in  Kent  can 
earn  during  the  fruit-picking  season  from 
30s.  to  35s.  a  week.  It  can  easily  be 
understood  how  any  family  earning  that 
amount  can  defy  the  school  attendance 
committee,  and  pay  the  fines  imposed  for 
non-attendance.  I  hope  this  Bill  will 
pass,  and  believing  that  it  will  do  much 
for  the  future  of  elementary  education  in 
this  country,  I  will  give  this  amendment 
my  most  hearty  support. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  never 
thought  that  I  should  have  the  honour  of 
addressing  this  Committee  in  favour  of  the 
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proposal  of  a  higher  school  age  in  rural 
districts  on  this  particular  day  of  the 
year.  But  my  honourable  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  South  Shields 
has  so  re-organised  his  proposal  that  it 
is  possible  for  us  to  find  salvation  in  his 
views,  and  do  our  best  to  support  him. 
I  also  imagine  that  the  proposal  is  accep- 
table to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Coun- 
cil, who.  I  find,  has  not  shown  himself  so 
hostile  to  agricultural  interests  as  I 
thought  he  was.  As  I  understand  the 
proposal,  it  is  that  children  are  to  be 
allowed  to  go  to  school  in  the  winter  and 
to  pick  up  some  useful  education  in  the 
summer.  In  the  opinion  of  many  of  us 
in  agricultural  districts,  the  raising  of 
the  age  of  compulsory  attendance  has 
gone  far  enough.  What  we  have  to  con- 
tend against  in  the  Eastern  Counties  is 
not  so  much  low  prices,  high  rates,  and 
foreign  competition,  as  the  dearth  of 
agricultural  labour  and  the  depopulation 
of  the  rural  districts.  I  am  not  exagger- 
ating when  I  say  there  are  many  towns 
in  the  Eastern  Counties  where  the  popula- 
tion is  less  than  it  was  in  the  time  of  the 
Stuarts,  and  still  loss  than  in  the  Middle 
Ages.  A  neighbour  of  my  own  had 
recently  to  give  up  his  farm  because  he 
could  not  get  labour ;  and  the  dearth  of 
labour  is  caused  by  forcing  the  pace  of 
education.  One  of  my  constituents, 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  getting 
labour,  has  been  forced — it  sounds  rather 
absurd — to  milk  his  cows  with  a  gas 
engine.  I  am  sorry  for  the  cows,  but  it 
is  absolutely  the  case.  Agricultural 
labour  has  gone  up  something  like  20  per 
cent,  and  things  are  much  worse  in  the 
agricultural  districts  than  they  were  five 
years  ago.  We  had  the  Agricultural 
Rating  Act,  but  if  you  take  half-a-crown 
out  of  one  pocket  of  a  man  and  put  sixpence 
into  another  pocket,  he  does  not  gain  any 
moral  or  material  benefit.  At  the  risk  of 
incurring  tho  epithet  which  the  honour- 
able Member  for  Fife  in  one  of  his  highly 
elaborated  witticisms  threw  at  our  heads 
the  other  day,  of  being  a  "  Tony  Lump- 
kin," I  have  ventured  to  lay  before  the 
Committee  my  views,  which  are  also  the 
views  of  my  constituents,  as  to  the 
absolute  state  of  the  case  with  reference 
to  the  depopulation  of  the  rural  districts. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS :  I  do  not  like  the 
age  being  raised,  but  as  the  House,  ,on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  decided 
that  it  should  be1  faisedy  1  feaT  that  we 
Major  IiascJii 


must  make  the  best  of  it.  I  am  glad  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  proposed 
this  Amendment.  After  what  has  been 
said,  not  only  by  him,  but  also  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Dartford,  and  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the  Member  for  South-East  Essex,  I  think 
the  Committee  will  see  there  is  a  great 
deal  uf  unanimity  on  this  question.  As 
the  Amendment  originally  stood,  I  thought 
we  were  getting;  nothing  in  the  way  of  a 
concession,  and  I  therefore  put  down 
another  Amendment.  In  the  model  bye- 
laws  issued  by  the  Department  under 
Section  74  of  the  Elementary  Education 
Act,  it  is  stated  that  children  between 
the  ages  of  11  and  13  years  of  age,  who 
shall  be  beneficially  employed  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  local  authority,  shall 
not  be  obliged  to  attend  school  for  more 
than  150  attendances  in  each  year,  and 
when  I  put  down  200  attendances  I  was 
therefore  giving  50  more  than  were 
already  allowed.  But,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  considers  that  250  is  a 
reasonable  number,  I  will  not  move  my 
Amendment.  I  may  qualify  what  I 
have  said,  however,  by  hoping  that  we 
shall  not,  next  year,  or  in  successive 
years,  be  forced  to  raise  the  age.  We  are 
gradually  creeping  up.  A  few  years  ago 
it  was  10  years,  now  it  is  11,  and  this 
Bill  proposes  to  make  it  12.  I  am  afraid 
education  is  incurring  the  hostility  not 
only  of  the  farmers  but  also  of  the  work- 
j  ing  classes  of  this  country,  for  many 
i  labouring  men  object  to  the  enforced 
i  attendance  at  school  of  children  who  are 
1  able  to  earn  a  little.  I  only  hope  the 
Amendment  will,  as  suggested,  keep  the 
:  children  on  the  land  instead  of  their 
|  flocking  to  the  towns  as  at  present.  If 
it  does  that,  agriculturists  will  put  up 
j  with  the  extra  year. 

1     Mr.  YOXALI,  (Nottingham,  W.) :  I 
,  am  very  loth  to  disturb  the  unanimity  of 
j  the  Committee,  but  I  venture  to  think 
i  that,  in  his  desire  to  be  conciliatory,  my 
honourable  and  learned  Friend  has  gone 
too  far.    The  normal  number  of  attend- 
ances is  420,  and  the  Education  Depart- 
:  ment  declines  to  give  a  grant  to  any 
1  school  not  open  400  times  in  the  year. 
,  My  honourable  Friend  proposed  to  reduce 
j  the  number  to  300  attendances,  but  when 
I  he  further  reduces  it  to  250  I  feel  bound 
to  make  a  protest,  and  to  say  that  if  a 
chance  is  offered  me  I  shall  divide  against 
«W  proposal;  izedby( 
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Captain  BETHELL  (York,  E.  R., 
HoIderne88)  :  The  Amendment  having 
received  the  support  of  my  right  honour- 
able Friend  the  Member  for  Dartford,  I 
would  wish  to  suggest  an  Amendment 
in  detail.  The  honourable  and  learned 
Gentleman  proposes  that  the  local  au 
thority  for  any  rural  district  may  have 
power  to  fix  the  minimum  age.  I  wish 
to  suggest  to  the  Committee  that  it  would 
be  better  that  the  County  Council  of  any 
county  should  exercise  the  power.  The 
County  Council  would  exercise  it  more 
impartially,  and  would  consider  the  de- 
mands of  any  portion  of  the  area  con- 
cerned. Its  members  are  drawn  from 
varying  classes,  and  from  a  much  wider 
area,  and,  I  think,  for  that  reason  alone, 
it  would  be  the  better  authority.  But, 
above  all,  I  would  suggest  to  the  Vice- 
President  that  the  House  of  Commons 
has  accepted  the  proposal  that  County 
Councils  should  have  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  educational  questions  in  the  future. 
The  authority  proposed  to  be  wielded  under 
the  Amendment  is  legislative,  and  not  ad- 
ministrative, and  I  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  wielded  by  the  County 
Council  than  by  the  local  authorities.  I 
do  not  know  what  arguments  induced 
the  honourable  and  learned  Member  to 
put  in  "  the  local  authority  for  any  rural 
district, "but  I  hope  he  will  be  good  enough 
to  consider  the  arguments  I  have  urged. 
I  would  also  be  glad  if  the  Vice-President 
would  give  his  views,  especially  with  re- 
ference to  the  second  consideration.  The 
Amendment  I  propose  to  move  is  to 
leave  out  "the  local  authority  for  any 
rural  district,"  and  to  substitute  the 
words  "  the  County  Council  of  any 
county."  It  might  be  said  that  agri- 
culturists are  obstinate  with  reference 
to  education,  but  educationalists  also 
sometimes  display  obstinacy  and  dog- 
matism. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment,  in  line  1,  to  leave  out  the 
words  "local  authority  for  any  rural 
district,"  in  order  to  insert  words  "  county 
council  of  any  county." — {Captain  BetMl.) 

Question  proposed : 

"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
«tand  part  of  the  proposed  Amendment." 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  hope  my  honour- 
able and  gallant  Friend  will  not  press 
this  Amendment.  I  naturally  had  some 
«har«  in  the  authorship  of  the  Bill  of 


1896,  and  I  was  extremely  favourable  to 
the  county  council  as  the  educational 
authority ;  but  this  is  a  very  burning 
question,  and  if  it  is  introduced  into 
the  discussion  on  this  Bill  I  am  afraid 
we  have  no  chance  of  getting  through 
our  labours  before  the  end  of  the  session  ; 
I  therefore  hope  my  honourable  and 
gallant  Friend  will  take  the  authority  as 
it  exists  in  the  Bill,  and  not  raise  the 
general  question  of  educational  authority. 

*  Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON  (York,  N.R 
Thirsk) :  I  also  join  in  the  appeal  to  the 
honourable  and  gallant  Member  not  to 
press  the  Amendment.  In  many  county 
councils  the  agricultural  members  are  in 
a  very  small  minority,  and  would  not  be 
able  to  make  their  influence  felt. 

Captain  BETHELL:  In  deference  to 
the  views  of  the  Vice-President  I  will 
not  press  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment by  leave  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

1  Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  I  move 
that  the  word  "  rural "  in  the  first  line 

|  of  this  Amendment  be  omitted.    In  order 

,  to  make  clear  to  the  Committee  the  object 
of  my  proposal,  X  may  say  that  I  intend 
to  move  later  to  omit  the  words 
"  to  be  employed  in  agriculture  "  in  order 
to  insert  "  not  employed  in  any  factory 
or  workshop."  I  do  not  move  my  Amend- 
ment in  any  hostile  spirit  to  the  agricul- 
tural interest.  In  my  humble  judgment 
the  original  Amendment  is  not  only  an 
attempt  but  a  too  successful  attempt  to 
square  the  agricultural  Members,  and 
those  of  us  who  are  not  occupied  in  that 
industry  or  connected  with  it  are  to 
be  the  Jonahs  to  be  thrown  overboard. 
I  was  very  much  interested  in  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  and  gallant 
Member  for  South-east  Essex,  because 
when  I  moved  the  rejection  of  the  second 
reading  of  this  measure  he  was  my 

1  seconder.  What  a  state  of  backsliding  has 
now  occurred !  He  informed  us  in  his 
speech  of  a  few  interesting  facts.  He 
told  us  of  one  farmer  who  nad  to  milk 

'  his  cows  with  a  gas  engine.  I  am  glad  it 
was  not  a  water  engine.  He  informed  us 
he  had  found  salvation  in  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honourable  and 
learned  Member  for  South  Shields,  but  I 
think  his  position  is  not>  one  itt  which  to 
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rejoice.  The  object  of  my  Amendment 
is  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman's  Amendment 
to  all  half-timers,  not  half-timers  under 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act.  It 
practically  admits  all  half-timers  at  the 
age  of  11  provided  they  have  made 
attendances  to  the  very  small  number  of 
250.  The  half-timers  not  included  in  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Act  number 
55,000,  and  if  they  were  subdivided  I 
think  I  would  not  be  very  long  in  esti- 
mating that  half  of  them  are  employed  in 
agriculture  and  the  other  half  employed 
in  other  occupations  which  do  not  come 
under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 
There  is  a  demand  for  the  services  of 
these  children  at  certain  periods,  and  they 
may  be  able  to  earn  a  pittance  which 
would  be  a  very  great  benefit  to  their 
parents  and  themselves.  Take  the  boys 
employed  in  country-houses  during  the 
three  months  in  the  autumn.  They  are 
employed  as  errand  boys  and  in  connec- 
tion with  shooting.  Why  should  every 
other  class  of  boy  be  excluded  from  the 
Amendment  in  order  that  the  agricultural 
boy  should  be -included  t  If  my  honour- 
able friend  sees  his  way  to  adopt  this 
Amendment  it  would  apply  not  only  to 
agricultural  children  but  also  to  children 
employed  in  occupations  other  than  in 
factories  and  workshops.  I  venture  to 
press  this  Amendment  and  I  shall  cer- 
tainly take  it  to  a  division. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment :  In  line  1,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  rural." — (Mr.  George  Whitehy). 

Question  proposed : 

"That  the  word  'rural'  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment : " 

Captain  PRETYMAN  :  I  hope  we 
shall  not  further  •  discuss  this  par- 
ticular Amendment,  as  it  was  not 
before  us  on  the  Second  Reading. 
On  the  general  question,  we  quite  recog- 
nise that  the  honourable  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  anxious  to  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  agriculturists — 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  honourable 
Member  must  confine  himself  to  the 
Amendment  which  has  been  moved  to 
the  Amendment. 

Captain  PRETYMAN:  As  regards 
this  particular  Amendment  I  think  there 
are  objections  to  it.    In  order  to  make  it 

Mr.  George  Whiteley. 


operative  at  all,  we  must  give  sufficient 
inducement  to  school  attendance  com- 
mittees to  adopt  it.  The  honourable 
and  learned  Member  who  moved  the 
Amendment  said  it  would  increase  the 
amount  of  education  in  rural  districts  by 
25  per  cent.  But  will  the  school  attend- 
ance committees  be  given  a  sufficient  in- 
!  ducement  to  bring  this  Act  into  opera- 
\  tion  ?  I  think  it  is  extremely  doubtful. 
The  honourable  and  learned  Member 
seems  to  assume  that  under  this  Amend- 
ment children  will  be  able  to  attend 
school  in  winter,  and  be  absent  in  sum- 
mer— 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order !  The 
honourable  Member  is  not  now  discussing 
the  Amendment  to  omit  the  word  "  rural." 

Captain  PRETYMAN  ■  I  will  state  my 
arguments  on  the  original  Amendment. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucester,  Stroud):  I 
only  wish  to  raise  a  technical  point.  Does 
the  honourable  and  learned  Member  mean 
by  the  words  "  rural  district "  the  Rural 
District  Council  1  because  if  so  he  will 
exclude  a  large  number  of  farmers.  What 
are  technically  called  urban  districts  very 
often  contain  large  rural  areas,  and  it  cer- 
tainly seems  to  me  that  the  retention  of 
the  word  "  rural "  would  limit  the  effect 
of  the  Amendment  beyond  what  is  in- 
tended by  the  honourable  and  learned 
Member. 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) :  I  venture  to  suggest  to  the 
honourable  Member  for  Stockport  that  he 
should  not  press  the  consideration  of  his 
Amendment  at  the  present  moment,  but 
that  he  should  ask  the  Vice-President  to 
give  it  consideration  before  the  next  stage 
of  the  Bill.  I  am  so  anxious  that  the  Bill 
should  pass  that  I  hope  the  question  of 
the  number  of  attendances  will  not  be  re- 
opened. The  Clause  may  not  be  exactly 
ideal,  but  it  is  something  of  a  compromise 
which  my  honourable  and  learned  Friend 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  has  very  wisely  put 
down  to  meet  honourable  Members  on 
this  side,  and  which  seems  to  be  generally 
acceptable.  I  should  think  it  is  not 
necessary  to  press  the  matter  further. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  I  think  that  the 
word  "  rural  "  is  really  not  necessary,  as 
long  as  we  keep  the  word  "  agriculture  " 
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Mr.  ROBSON:  I  was  about  to  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  observation 
which  has,  nowever,  been  now  sufficiently 
made  by  the  Vice-President.  I  think  the 
word  "  rural  "  might  be  omitted. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE :  The  omis- 
sion of  "  rural  "  will  put  us  in  a  difficulty 
when  we  get,  later  on  in  the  Clause,  to 
the  words  "  employed  in  agriculture."  If 
the  word  "  rural  "  is  left  out,  it  will  be  an 
extremely  difficult  matter  to  determine 
who  will  be  held  to  be  engaged  in 
agriculture,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
provide  some  definition  as  to  what  the 
words  really  mean.  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  discuss  that  now,  but  it  opens  a  very 
wide  question.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  that, 
if  the  proposal  should  be  workable  at  all, 
the  word  "  rural  "  is  to  be  kept  in. 


Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON:  My  noble 
friend  who  has  just  spoken  has  forgotten 
the  distinction  which  has  been  already 
made  in  the  Act  of  1896.  I  only  wish  to 
say  on  the  Amendment  that,  if  an  agri- 
culturist has  the  misfortune  to  live  in  an 
urban  district,  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  abandon  him. 


♦Mr.  TOMLINSON :  It  has  been  put 
to  me  as  a  very  great  hardship  that  girls 
are  not  allowed  to  go  on  half  time  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  the  domestic 
work  of  the  household.  Education  carried 
beyond  a  certain  point  tends  to  unfit  girls 
for  domestic  duties,  and  domestic  life,  and 
if  a  system  could  be  adopted  by  which 
girls  could  devote  half  their  time  to 
learning  domestic  habits  which  would 
probably  be  most  necessary  for  them  in 
after  life,  whilst  carrying  on  their  educa- 
tion with  the  other  half,  it  would  be 
conferring  on  them  a  very  great  benefit. 

Major  RASCH:  The  honourable 
Member  for  Stockport  has  just  reproved 
me  for  supporting  the  Amendment.  My 
position  is  absolutely  the  same  whenever 
agricultural  interests  are  concerned.  We 
have  often  asked  for  bread  and  have  been 
offered  a  stone,  and  have  been  lucky  if 
the  stone  were  not  cast  at  our  heads. 
We  have  had  this  Amendment  offered  to 
us ;  it  will  be  of  some  practical  use  to 
us,  and  we  are  not  ashamed  to  accept  it. 


Question,  "  That  the  word  1  rural  stand 
part  of  the  Amendment,"  put  and  nega- 
tived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  pro- 
posed Amendment :  In  line  3,  to  leave 
out  the  words  "to  be  employed  in 
agriculture,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words 
"  not  employed  in  any  factory  or  work- 
shop " — (Mr.  George  Whiteley)  —  instead 
thereof. 

Question  proposed, 

'•  That  the  words  1  to  be  employed  in  agri- 
culture' stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  I  quite 
agree  that  the  word  "  rural  "  is  not  neces- 
sary at  all ;  but  the  words  I  now  propose 
will  make  the  Amendment  much  more 
workable.  It  will  create  less  friction  and 
difficulty,  and  will  enable  a  large  class  of 
children  during  the  summer  months  to 
earn  full  wages  instead  of  half-time  wages 
as  at  present.  I  appeal  to  the  honourable 
and  learned  Member  as  to  whether  he 
cannot  accept  the  Amendment. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE :  I  would 
ask  my  right  honourable  friend  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council  what  is  his  con- 
ception of  the  word  "  agriculture  "  in  this 
connection.  We  are  engaged  in  passing 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  ana  we  have  got  to 
be  exact.  I  suppose  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  magistrates  to  say  what  children 
are  or  are  not  engaged  in  agriculture.  I 
wish  to  know  what  would  be  the  advice 
of  the  Vice-President  as  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  word.  For  oxample,  would 
driving  a  herd  to  market  be  agriculture ; 
if  so,  would  helping  to  keep  the  beasts  in 
order  in  the  market  place  be  agriculture ; 
would  feeding  chickens  be  agriculture; 
and  if  not,  why  not?  I  want  to  know 
where  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man would  draw  the  line  ;  I  think  an  Act 
of  Parliament  ought  to  be  precise,  and 
ought  to  give  more  guidance  as  to  what 
it  means.  I  would  ask  my  right  honour- 
able friend,  whose  business  it  will  be  to 
administer  this  Act,  or  who  at  any  rate 
will  have  to  give  advice  m  its  adminis- 
tration, to  say  what  ho  considers  to  be 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "  agriculture." 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  If  Parliament  should 
pass  the  scheme  in  its  present  form  it 
would  be  for  the  magistrates  to  determine 
what  is  meant  by  «  agriculture.^ fto 
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the  illustrations  which  have  been  given 
by  the  noble  Lord,  I  should  think  most 
judges  would  very  easily  determine  that 
such  operations  were  connected  with 
agriculture.    If  there  is  any  doubt  about 
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it,  the  matter  can  be  referred  to  the  High 
Court. 

Question  put- 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  245 : 
Noes,  26.    (Division  List,  No.  162.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen.W.  (Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Baillie,  Jas.  £.  B.  (Inverness) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Barlow  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blake,  Edward 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bollard,  Sir  Harry 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chaa.  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell.Rt.  Hn.  J.  A.  (Glas. ) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
CarmichaeL  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Carvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark.Dr.  G.  B.(Caithness-sh. ) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoilingB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Alston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Colville,  John 
Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cornwallis,  F.  Stanley  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
C  ran  borne,  Viscount 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Currie,  Sir  Donald 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
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Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Drucker,  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dyke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart  j 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan  ' 
Engledew,  Charles  John  1 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glam.) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Farquharaon,  Dr.  Robert 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmanrice,  Lord  Edmond 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 
Garfit,  William 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  J. 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fdk. 
Gold,  Charles 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  E. 
Gonrley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsb'y) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J.; 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt  Hn.  Ch.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Ho  are,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Ho  worth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jabez  Ed. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon  H.  George 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kenyon,  James 


Kitnon,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lafone,  Afred 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,Sir  E.  Durning-(Cor) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (York*.) 
Law  son.  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn.Sir  Dillwyn-(Swu>.) 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  Erskine 
Logan,  John  William 
Long,  Col.  Ch.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
M*Arthur,  Charles  (Liverp'l) 
M'Arthur,  William  (Coral), 
M'Ewan,  William 
M*Ohee,  Richard 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis  (Edin.  W.) 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  John  Throgm't'n 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmart'n) 
Morgan,  W.  Pnt'h'd  (Mertb'r) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt  Hon.  J.  (Montr'e) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  Ed.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  T.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Philipp9,  John  Wynford 
Phil  1  potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
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Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp  ' 
Pre  ty  in  an,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Robert  John  1 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.)  | 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randell,  David 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne  I 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Richardson,  J. (Durham,  S.E.)  ; 
Kickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.)  I 
Robertson,  Herbert  (H'ckney)  < 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye  I 
Rnssell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone)  | 
Saanderson,  Rt.  Hon.  Col.  E.  J.  ! 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford)  I 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire)  I 
Smith,  James  Frk'r(Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint)  t 
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Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot.Rt.Hn.  J.  G.(Oxf  d.U.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
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Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York,W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbro') 
Woodall,  William 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Hudersf'd) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Robson  and  Colonel 
Lockwood. 


Arnold,  Alfred 

Ascroft,  Robert 

Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 

Fergasaon.Rt.Hn.SirJ.  (Man) 

FitzGerald,  Sir  Rt.  Penrose- 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 

Hedge,  Sydney 

Grerille,  Hon.  Ronald 


NOES. 

Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Maclean,  James  Maokenzie 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Pilkington,  Richard 


Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Rutherford,  John 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed.  Murray 
Whiteley.H.  (Asht'n-und'r-L.) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  George  Whiteley,  and 
Sir  William  Coddington. 


Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester, 
S.W.) :  I  beg  to  move,  in  line  4,  after 
"agriculture,"  to  add  "or  any  operations 
connected  therewith."  The  words  I 
suggest  seem  to  me  to  make  the  clause 
more  workable,  and  they  will  cover  all 
the  cases  mentioned  by  the  noble  Lord. 
In  effect,  my  proposal  will  widen  the  scope 
of  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  negatived. 

♦Mr.  GILES  (Cambridge,  Wisbech) : 
My  object  in  placing  upon  the  paper 
the  Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name 
was  to  give  expression  and  effect  to  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Isle  of  Ely 
County  Council  and  numerous  other 
public  bodies  against  the  Bill.  I  am 
very  anxious,  and  I  am  sure  a  great 
many  honourable  Members  in  this  House 
are  also  anxious — not  that  education 
should  be  retarded,  but  improved ;  and  on 
behalf  of  the  agriculturists  of  North 
Cambs.  I  repudiate  the  idea  that  farmers 
are  against  education  itself.  What  they 
desire  is  that  education  and  employment 
should  go  hand  in  hand.  I  should  be 
disposed  to  withdraw  my  Amendment  if 
I  thought  the  number  of  attendances 
would  be  fixed  at  250  instead  of  300, 


and  if  I  thought  such  a  proposal  would 
be   accepted   by  honourable  Members 
opposite.    (Opposition  cries  of  "Yes.") 
If   that  is  so,   I  shall  withdraw  my 
Amendment,  for  I  feel  that  the  con- 
cession which  the  honourable  Member 
for  South  Shields  has  made  is  a  very 
great  one   to   the   agriculturists ;  his 
j  Amendment  in   their  favour  has  my 
i  hearty  support,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
[  one  means   of  making  education  more 
popular  in  the  rural  districts. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  6,  to  leave 
out  all  after  "  shall,"  and  insert 

"  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  or  certificates  of 
exemption  from  attendance  for  any  period  or 
periods  not  exceeding  three  months  in  all 
during  any  one  year,  if  it  be  shown  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  local  authority  that  the 
local  authority  that  the  child  will  obtain 
suitable  employment  during  the  periods  of 
exemption,  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  local 
authority,  the  child  has  made  good  attendance 
prior  to  such  period." — [Mr.  Giles.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

•Mr.  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) :  With 
regard  to  this  Amendment,  I  should  like 
to  make  one  observation.    I  am  heartily 
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in  favour  of  its  principle,  and  I  am  certain  I 
it  will  work  well,  but  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council  whether 
he  can  furnish  some  estimate  of  the 
number  of  attendances  now  actually  made 
by  children  who  have  passed  the  exemp- 
tion standard.  I  want  to  see  how  this 
standard  of  250  attendances  will  com- 
pare with  the  attendances  made  now 
by  children  under  similar  conditions.  I 
want  to  draw  attention  to  a  practical  diffi- 
culty which  is,  that  there  is  no  provision 
that  these  250  attendances  shall  be  made. 
There  is  no  guarantee  that  these  attend- 
ances will  ever  be  made,  and  I  should  like 
to  know  if  they  are  not  made,  what  steps 
the  Education  Department  can  take  to 
bring  any  local  authority  to  book  which 
does  not  secure  that  the  children  in  its 
district  makes  the  stipulated  number  of 
attendances. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Ep- 
ping) :  I  value  this  measure  and  this 
Amendment  not  so  much  for  the  benefit 
which  it  will  confer  upon  the  rural 
districts,  but  because  it  recognises  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  educa- 
tional movement  that  there  is  to  be  a 
difference  drawn  between  children  in  the 
country  districts  and  children  in  the 
urban  districts. 

Captain  PRETYMAN:  The  average 
age  now  is  about  1 1  years  and  6  months 
at  which  a  child  leaves  school,  and  exemp- 
tion begins  when  the  child  has  attained  a 
certain  age.  The  minimum  age  is  11,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  raise  it  to  12.  The 
Amendment  says — 

"  Shall  not  be  required  to  attend  school 
more  than  260  times  in  any  year." 

I  suppose  the  honourable  Member 
means  a  school  year.  It  may  happen  that 
in  October  a  child  at  11  years  and  6 
months  old  passes  the  standard  which 
entitles  him  to  exemption,  and  that  child 
will  have  made  the  250  attendances 
which  he  has  to  make  under  this  Amend- 
ment. He  will,  therefore,  become  free 
to  work  during  the  months  of  November, 
December,  January  and  February.  That 
child  will  have  very  little  benefit  indeed, 
whereas  another  child  would  be  able  to  be 
away  for  the  whole  time.  I  think  it  is  right, 
and  in  the  interest  of  the  community,  that 
children  should  be  allowed  to  follow  a 
healthy  outdoor  occupation  during  the 

Mr.  Gray. 


period  they  are  attending  school.  This 
is  a  Bill  which  I  agreed  with  in  principle, 
and  which  I  am  anxious  to  see  passed  into 
law.  We  must,  however,  remember  that 
this  is  an  adoptive  Amendment,  and  if  it 
is  to  be  adopted  by  the  local  authorities  it 
must  be  workable,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  country  districts. 
Difficulties  mav  of  course  arise  which  will 
require  to  be  discussed  and  be  considered 
by  the  Education  Department,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  unfortunate  that  a 
measure  of  this  sort  could  not  be  taken  up 
by  the  Education  Department.  This 
Amendment  raises  difficult  and  compli- 
cated points  which  I  hope  the  honourable 
Member  who  has  introduced  the  Bill,  and 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Council,  will 
most  carefully  consider  between  this  and 
the  Report  stage.  If  this  is  done  I  think 
it  will  be  a  most  valuable  measure  for  all 
concerned. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  It  would  scarcely  be 
possible  within  the  limits  of  the  time  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Committee  to  discuss 
the  details  of  the  operation  of  the  Amend- 
ment. I  may  say  that  this  Amendment 
has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
experienced  officials  of  the  Education 
Department  who  are  conversant  with  the 
working  of  the  Education  Acts,  and, 
without  entering  into  detail,  I  may  say 
that  it  is  their  opinion  that  this  particular 
Amendment  is  workable ;  and  that  by 
the  bye-laws  that  will  be  made  under  it 
the  general  intentions  of  the  Committee 
in  passing  this  Amendment  can  no  doubt 
be  carried  into  effect. 

Question  put,  Amendment  negatived. 
Amendment  proposed — in  Clause  1, 
page  1,  line  12,  at  end,  to  add, — 

"  Provided  also  that  a  child  shall  l>e  entitled 
to  obtain  partial  exemption  from  school  atten- 
dance on  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  years  if 
such  child  has  made  three  liundred  attendances 

j  in  not  more  than  two  schools  during  each  year 
for  five  preceding  years  whether  consecutive  or 

)  not." — (Mr.  Itutiierford.) 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  Government  are 
willing  to  accept  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  The 
existing  law  provides  that  a  child  shall 
pass  a  certain  standard  of  education;  if 
you  withdraw  that  child  before  it  obtains 
that  certificate  you  are  deemed  to  be 
acting  in  contravention  of  the  existing 
Act,  and  you  are  liable  to  a  penalty.  It 
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seems  to  me  that  there  is  some  difficulty 
with  regard  to  the  proposition  of  my 
honourable  friend,  and  unless  the  section 
I  have  referred  to  is  repealed  difficulties 
may  ensue. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

♦Colonel  MELLOR:  I  may  explain 
very  shortly  the  object  of  the  Amendment 
I  now  rise  to  move.    I  think  that  where 
the  local  authority  are  satisfied  as  to  the 
poverty  of  the  parents  they  should  have 
power  to  enable  a  child  to  be  allowed  to 
work  half  time.    The  honourable  and  j 
learned  gentleman  assures  me  that  the  . 
present  Act  gives  all  the  protection  needed  ! 
for  poor  families,  the  number  of  which  he  . 
appears  to  think  is  very  small.    I  believe,  | 
however,  that  these  very  poor  parents 
exist  in  greater  numbers  than  honourable  j 
Membore  opposite  suppose.    The  result 
of  my  inquiries  and  the  investigations  I 
have  made  lead  me  to  believe  that  this 
Act,  unless  some  saving  clause  of  this 
kind  is  introduced,  may  be  made  the 
means  of  cruelty  and  of  injustice  also. 
I,  for  one,  have  always  been  in  favour  of 
raising  the  age  of  children,  provided  that 
some  provision  is  made  for  meeting  such 
difficult  cases  as  are  contemplated  by  my 
Amendment.   On  this  question  I  go  much 
further  than   the  National  Union  of 
Teachers,  for  I  have  advocated  the  ex- 
tension of  the  principle  of  compulsion 
not  only  until  13  years  of  age,  but  in 
evening  schools  until  the  age  of  16. 
After  13  a  child  should  only  be  allowed 
to  work  the  whole  day  up  to  16  on  con- 
dition that  a  limited  number  of  attend- 
ances at  a  night  school  up  to  that  age  was 
insisted  upon.   Under  the  present  system 
I  believe  that  a  great  proportion  of  the 
money  we  spend  on  education  is  so  much 
money  wasted,  and  I  believe  that  unless 
our  system  of  elementary  education  is 
followed  up  at  the  night  schools  it  will  be 
little  use,  and  our  expectations  will  never 
be  realised.    I  must,  therefore,  press  my 
proposal  to  a  division,  although  if  it  can 
be  shown  that  my  contention  is  wrong  I 
will  withdraw  my  proposition,  because  I 
do  not  want  to  obstruct  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  which  I  believe  will  be,  on  the 

whole,  the  means  of  doing  great  good  to 

he  children. 

Amendment  proposed,  after  the  words 
last  inserted,  to  add  the  words  : 

"Provided  also,  tliat  if  it  is  ah  onto  to  the 
"atiafaction  of  the  local  educational  authority 


that  the  earnings  of  any  child  almvc  the  ago 
of  11  years  arc  necessary,  by  reason  of  the 
poverty  of  the  parents,  to  the  maintenance  cf 
the  said  child,  the  said  educational  authority 
may  in  such  cases  grant  a  certificate  exempting 
such  child  from  the  operation  of  this  Act  :"— 
(Colonel  Mellor)  : — 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  added. 

Mr.  ROBSON  :  In  a  very  few  words  I 
hope  I  shall  be  able,  satisfactorily,  to 
meet  the  point  raised  by  the  honourable 
Member  who  has  moved  this  Amendment. 
I  gather  that  he  accepts  the  statement  of 
the  law  which  I  submitted  by  reference 
to  a  well  known  authority,  where  it  has 
been  laid  down  that  the  poverty  of  the 
parents  is  a  reasonable  excuse  under  the 
Education  Act  of  1870  for  the  absence  of 
the  child  from  school  and  his  presence  at 
work.    There  seems  to  bo  an  idea  that 
there  is  an  unconditional  law  of  com- 
pulsion in  England,  but  that  is  not  so. 
There  is  a  law  of  compulsion,  but  it 
depends  upon  the  absence  of  a  reasonable 
excuse,  and  the  poverty  of  the  parents 
has  always  been  held  to  be  a  reasonable 
excuse.    The  words  of  the  Bill  are  much 
more  elastic  and  suitable  than  either  of 
the  two  Amendments  to  deal  with  poor 
parents.    The  honourable  Member  raises 
a  further  point ;  he  refers  to  the  Factory 
Acts,  and  he  wishes  to  know  how  they 
will  affect  the  case  of  poor  parents.  Now 
the  Factory  Acts  forbid  a  child  to  work 
during  the  whole  time  up  to  the  age  of 
13,  but  they  do  allow  him  to  work  naif- 
time  up  to  the  age  of  13,  provided  that 
a  certificate  of  exemption  from  school 
attendance  is  obtained.    The  honourable 
Member  says  it  may  be  that  the  educa- 
tional authorities  will  not  l>e  able  to  force 
the  child  to  go  to  school  between  the  ages 
of  11  and  13,  and  he  asks  will  a  child  be 
still  able  to  do  so  under  the  Factory  Acts 
between  the  ages  of  11  and  13?  Under 
the  Factory  Acts  a  child  can  go  to  the 
factory  at  the  age  of  11,  after  my  Bill 
passes,  if  there  is  a  reasonable  excuse  for 
its  exemption  from  school  attendance, 
provided  it  produces  a  certificate  of 
exemption  from  the  education  authority. 
That  authority,  in  the  case  of  a  poor 
child,  cannot  force  the  parents  to  send  it 
to  school,  and  in  such  a  case  the  education 
authority  would  desire  that  the  child 
should  go  to  the  factory.    It  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  education  authority, 
in  such  a  case,  to  give  a  certificate  at  1 1 
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years  of  ago,  by  which  the  child  would 
not  only  be  able  to  absent  itself  from 
school  but  could  go  straight  to  the  factory. 
I  hope  tho  honourable  Member  will  accept 
my  assurance  on  this  point.  The  view  I 
hare  expressed  I  have  arrived  at  after 


Mr.  ROBSON :  I  do  not  wish  to  in- 
troduce this  Amendment,  because  it 
wouid  be  more  disadvantageous  to  poor 
parents  than  the  existing  law.  The 
Amendment  would  require  the  poor 
parents  to  make  a  declaration  of  pauper- 


a  very  careful  consideration  of  the  law,  ;  ism  in  order  to  gain  an  advantage  which 
and  I  trust  that  he  will  withdraw  his  |  they  already  possess  in  a  more  suitable 
Amendment.  ■  form  under  the  existing  law. 


♦Colonel  MELLOR :  I  should  like  to 
have  the  views  of  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Council  on  this  point. 


Sir  J.  GORST :  I  could  not  put  the 
case  more  clearly  than  the  honourable 
Member  opposite  has  done,  for  his  views 
are  entirely  in  accordance  with  those  of 
the  Education  Department.  If  the 
honourable  Member  himself  had  not 
risen,  I  was  prepared  to  say  that  the 
Amendment  of  my  honourable  friend, 
though  good  in  principle,  was  quite 
unnecessary,  because,  under  the  existing 
law,  everything  he  seeks  to  carry  out  by 
this  Amendment  is  already  provided  for. 


♦Colonel  MELLOR:  If  the  local 
authority  has  power,  notwithstanding  this 
Act,  to  allow  children  to  work,  it  also  has 
power  to  prevent  children  working.  That 
being  so,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Bill  is 
quite  as  unnecessary  as  the  Amendment. 


♦Mr.  TOMLINSON:  If  this  Bill 
pusses  without  this  Amendment  there 
will  be  no  power  to  allow  a  child  to  go 
half-time  in  a  factory,  though  he  may  be 
allowed  to  take  up  desultory  employment. 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  I  with- 
drew my  Amendment  earlier  in  the 
discussion  because  I  felt  that  this  matter 
would  be  fully  discussed  at  this  stage,  for 
I  look  upon  this  as  a  very  important 
Amendment  indeed.  I  do  not  at  all  agree 
with  the  argument  of  tho  honourable 
Member  opposite  that  all  the  necessary 
provision  is  made  by  the  existing  law. 
If  it  is  provided  for,  what  harm  can  there 
be  in  introducing  this  Amendment,  the 
effect  of  which  will  be  to  make  the  point 
clear  ?  Why  does  the  honourable  Member 
opposite  object  to  having  the  thing  made 
perfectly  clear  ? 

Mr.  liobson. 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  Repre- 
senting here  a  Lancashire  constituency, 
I  am  going   to  do  my  best  in  the 
interests  of  the  Lancashire  industry.  I 
do  not  think  we  ought  to  be  pressed  to 
1  withdraw  any  Amendment  which  we 
j  think  is  fair  and  just,  and  we  do  not  re- 
gard this  Amendment  in  the  light  which 
the  honourable  Member  opposite  has 
thrown  upon  it.    The  Amendment  has 
I  all  the  elements  which  should  recommend 
!  it  to  the  Committee,  and  there  never  was 
a  more  reasonable  Amendment  drafted. 
In  cases  where  the  poverty  is  really  so 
great  that  the  parents  cannot  properly 
maintain  a  child,  such  child  should  be 
I  permitted  to  go  to  work.    There  arc, 
no  doubt,  cases  existing  where  the  father 
may  be  ill,  and  the  mother  is  obliged  to 
remain  at  home  to  look  after  him.  In 
|  such  a  case  the  work  of  a  child  is  of  great 
importance,  although  some  honourable 
Members  opposite  apparently  think  that 
half -a-cr own  a  week  is  not  much  to  bring 
in.    Such  a  sum,  however,  is  of  very 
I  great  importance  in  the  conduct  of  such 
a  household  to  secure  the  means  of  liveli- 
,  hood.    Are  we  going  to  say  that  a  child 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  work  under  any  cir- 
!  cu instances  whatever  1    I  think  the  hon- 
!  ourable  Member  in  charge  of  this  Bill, 
I  with  his  great  majority,  ought  not  to 
j  oppose  this  Amendment,  and  thus  render 
!  our  position  a  difficult  and  disagreeable 
i  one.    As  he  is  strong,  so  he  ought  to  be 
;  merciful,  and  he  ought  to  withhold  his 
"  bowels  of  compassion  "  somewhat.  I 
1  do  press  this  point,  and  I  hope  the 
I  honourable  Member  will  press  his  Amend- 
|  ment  to  a  division,  for  it  is  a  most  impor- 
j  tant   one.,  and  will   have  a  very  far- 
reaching  effect. 

♦  Colonel  MELLOR :  I  am  afraid  I  can- 
not accept  the  interpretation  of  the  law  on 
this  subject  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  has  just 
put  before  the  Committee.  I  may  6tate, 
for  the  information  of  the  Committee, 
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SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens): 


that  I  put  the  hon.  Member's  views  on 
this  point  before  a  thoroughly  competent  I  I  should  like  to  state  briefly  what  my 
authority,  who  for  years  past*  has  had  the  j  views  are  on  this  matter    ^  far>  X  am 
duty  of  administering  the  Education 


Acts,  and  with  the  permission  of  the 
Committee  I  will  read  what  he  says  on 
this  subject. 

"Local  authorities  may  (as  Mr.  Robson 
stated  to  you)  in  case  of  poverty  grant  exemp- 
tion from  attendance  at  school  under  Bye-law  2 
at  any  age,  and  allow  employment  of  any 
kind,  other  than  that  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts.  But  a 
certificate  can  not  be  given  under  Bye-law  5b, 
under  any  circumstances,  till  eleven  years  of 
age  has  been  attained,  and  the  required 
standard  of  education  passed,  and  so  employ- 
ment under  any  of  the  Labour  Acts  is 
debarred,  however  poor  a  family  may  be.  If 
yon  raise  the  age  the  power  of  the  local 
authority  will  be  curtailed!  accordingly." 

The  object  of  my  Amendment  is  to 
correct  this  disability  where  factory 
labour  is  concerned,  and  as  at  present 
advised  I  feel  that  I  must  press  it  to  a 
division. 


Mr.  DUCKWORTH  (Lancashire, 
Middleton)  :  I  should  have  voted  for  the 
Amendment  if  I  had  not  felt  that  the 
ordinary  law  of  the  land  was  adequate, 
but  feeling  assured  that  that  is  so,  I  think 
it  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  affair.  But 
although  it  may  have  been  the  law  of  the 
land,  I  believe  it  has  not  been  generally 
lcnown,  and  has  certainly  not  been  under- 
stood to  be  the  law  in  Lancashire.  After 
this  discussion  it  will  be  understood  that, 
by  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land,  exemp- 
tions can  be  made,  and  it  will  be  known 
that  the  poverty  of  the  parents  is  a 
reasonable  excuse  why  a  child  should  go 
half-time  to  school.  I  do  not,  therefore» 
see  any  necessity  for  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON :  1  desire  to 
know  whether  the  local  authority  is 
barred  from  initiating  a  prosecution  in 
cases  where  poverty  is  known  to  exist,  or 
whather  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
parent  to  be  prosecuted  before  the  law 
will  enable  him  to  obtain,  exemption  for 
a  child  on  the  ground  of  poverty. 


not  quite  clear  in  my  own  mind  as  to 
whether  the  effect  of  this  Amendment  is 
met  by  the  existing  law.  The  right 
honourable  Gentleman  has  practically 
said  "  those  are  my  sentiments."  I  want 
a  clear  explanation  from  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  as  to  the  operation  of 
the  present  law,  and  I  want  to  know 
whether  it  does  really  meet  the  point  of 
this  Amendment.  I  am  in  doubt  about 
it,  and  it  is  a  very  important  point,  and 
unless  I  can  get  a  clear  explanation  from 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  on  this 
point,  I  for  one  shall  vote  for  this  Amend- 
ment if  it  goes  to  a  division.  I  think  this 
House  has  gone  quite  far  enough  already 
in  preventing  parents  from  enjoying  the 
legitimate  fruits  of  the  labour  of  their 
children.  I  cannot  account  for  the  extra- 
ordinary and  feverish  anxiety  displayed 
by  some  honourable  Members  opposite  in 
endeavouring  to  rush  this  Bill  through 
this  afternoon.  I  am  not  very  much  in 
love  with  the  Bill  at  all,  because  I  think 
it  goes  a  little  too  far — 


*THE  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  Order. 
The  honourable  Member  is  now  dis- 
cussing the  principles  of  tho  Bill,  and  he 
must  confine  himself  to  the  Amendment. 


Mr.  SETON-KARR;  I  do  attach 
great  importance  to  a  practical  explana- 
tion by  tho  right  honourable  Gentleman, 
and  I  trust  that  he  will  give  it  to  us. 


Mr.  HERBERT  WHITELEY  (Ashton* 
under-Lyne) :  I  do  not  speak  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  undue  or  factious 
opposition.  I  think  that  this  is  an 
Amendment  which,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Bill  itself,  the  promoter  would  do  well  to 
accept.  He  says  that  this  Amendment 
would  not  make  the  right  of  e> 
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more  obvious  to  the  people  of  the  country 
than  the  existing  law  ;  but  I  assure  him 
that  that  is  not  the  case.  I  speak  from 
intimate  experience,  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  is  understood  in  the  least  among 
the  working  people  that  they  can  get 
exemption  for  their  childron  by  pleading 
poverty.  I  urge  the  honourable  Member 
to  let  this  provision  come  in  and  make 
the  point  clear  to  all.  The  mere  fact 
of  its  being  put  in  the  Bill  will  emphasise 
the  law  as  it  exists. 


Colonel  PILKINGTON :  I  would  sup- 
port the  opinion  expressed  by  the  honour- 
able Member  who  has  just  sat  down.  It 
seems  to  me  to  cover  the  ground  entirely. 
If  the  Amendment  is  on  all  fours  with 
the  law,  why  cannot  it  bo  accepted  and 
put  into  tho  Bill  1  My  experience  is  the 
same  as  that  of  my  honourable  friend  who 
has  just  spoken,  that  the  present  state  of 
the  law  is  not  understood,  at  any  rate  in 
Lancashire.  The  magistrates  and  tho 
Committees  of  the  Local  Authorities  do 
not  act  upon  it.  In  practice  they  say 
that    no    person,    whether  pleading 


poverty  or  not,  will  be  allowed  to 
send  children  into  the  factory  until  they 
attain  the  age  of  1 2.  To  do  away  with  that 
misunderstanding,  I  appeal  to  the  honour- 
able Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
accept  the  Amendment,  because  I  believe 
that  without  it  the  Act  would  be 
absolutely  unworkable,  and  poor  people 
would  not  be  able  to  send  their  children 
to  the  factory  in  a  straightforward  way. 


Mr.  SETON-KARR :  Before  the  Com- 
mittee go  to  a  division  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  we  have  not  received  any  definite 
statement  as  to  the  existing  law.  The 
honourable  Member  who  introduced  the 
Bill  first  said  that  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  provided  for  by  the 
existing  law,  and  in  that  he  was  supported 
by  the  Vice-President ;  but  when  chal- 
lenged upon  the  point  he  said  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  to  do  something  to  which 
he  objected.  My  point  is  that  these 
statements  are  contradictory,  and  I  want 
some  definite  statement  on  the  subject. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  63  ; 
Noes  229.— (Division  List  No.  163.) 


AYES. 


Arnold,  Alfred 
Ascroft,  Kobert 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,T.Gihson(King's  Lynn 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plym'th) 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cox,  Irwin  Ed.  B.  (Harrow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  ( Bolton) 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Duckworth,  James 
Fergusson.Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  (Man. ) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 

Mr.  Herbert  WhMey. 


Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Jackson,  Rt.Hon.  Wm.Lawies 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Knowles,  I-ees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  E. 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 

Dig 


Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pilkington,  Richard 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rutherford,  John 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Tomlinson.  W.  E.  Murray 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Whiteley,  H.(AsYvton-und.-L.) 
Wilson,  John  (Fa\kirk) 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Telleks  for  the  Ayes— 
Colonel  Mellor  and  Mr. 
George  Whiteley. 
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NOES. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  W.(Newc.  -  under-  Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
AnBtrnther,  H.  T. 
Arnold- Foreter,  Hugh  0. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Aaqoith,  Kt.  Hn.  Herbert  H. 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Atkinson.  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bailliejames  E.  B.(  Inverness) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Bulow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Billson,  Alfred 
ifirrell,  Augustine 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brnnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Boras,  John 
Bnrt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Charles  (Glasg. ) 
Cameron,  Rol>ert  (Durham) 
Campbell ,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  A.  (Gla*g. ) 
Carapbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Carraichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibaon- 
Carrill.Patrick  Geo. Hamilton 
(Boston,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.fCaithnees-sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coebill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Callings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
ColvUle,  John 

Corbett,A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Cornwallis.FiennesStanleyW. 
Cotton- Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
duly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh  : 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P.  I 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles  ! 
Dillon,  John 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dracker,  A. 

Ihmcombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dyke,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  William  H. 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Brans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
trans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton)  1 
rarquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Wson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith)  1 
r  inlay,  Sir  R.  Bannatyne 
|isher,  William  Hayes 
HtzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose- 
ritzraaarice,  Lord  Edmond 


FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gartit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.  A.G.H.  (CityLond. 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hun.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  E  Temperley 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Seale- 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
H  elder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland, Wm.  H  (York.W.R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  K.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D.-  (Corn.) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leng,  Sir  John. 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Logan,  John  William 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie. Kirkman 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lvell,  Sir  Leonard 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'lver,  SirL.  ( Edinburgh, W.) 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Mend],  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  John.  T. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 


Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  ( Whitechapel ) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  J .  LI  oy  d  ( Carmarthen ) 
Morgan,  W.  Pntchd.(Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  ( Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  ArthurH.A.(Deptfd) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.(Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  Jas.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  George  Wm.(  Reading) 
Paul  ton,  James  Mel  lor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,HerbertPike(Darlingt'n 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
1'irie,  Duncan  V. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Priestley.SirW.Overend  (Edin 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Purvis,  Robert 
Randell,  David 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterf  rd) 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Den highs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robertson,  Herbert(Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walt'r 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John(F'rfrsh'e) 
Smith,  .lames  Parker  (L'n'rks) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch)[ 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath ) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox.Univ.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abe)  (Carmarthen.E. ) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
WaHace,  Robert  (Perth) 
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Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustas  Frederick 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 


{COMMONS} 

Williams, JohnCarvell(Notte.)  i 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Charles  Henrv  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (Yorlt.W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Gevan) 
Woodall,  William 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(Hud8Tld) 
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Woods,  Samuel 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs.— 
Mr.  Robson  and  Mr.  Ban- 
bury. 


Question  proposed- 


"  That  clause  1,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  I  now 
move  to  leave  out  Clause  1.     It  is  an 
entirely  different  clause  from  what  it  j 
was  at  the    beginning  of  the  after- 
noon's debate.     I  think  in    its  new 
form  it    deserves    the    most  careful 
scrutiny  of  the  House,  and  I  do  not  think 
we  should  evade  that  duty.    If  the  hon.  j 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  accept  ■ 
my  motion  and  reject  the  clause,  I  will  i 
abstain  from  any  further  opposition — 
— [Utughter] — I   cannot  understand  the  | 
laughter  of  the  honourable  Members.  The 
opposition  which  I  have  offered  to  the 
clause  has  been  actuated  by  no  other  feeling 
than  that  of  the  interests  of  the  consti- 
tuents I  represent.    The  clause  proposes  I 
to  raise  the  age  of  half-timers  to  12  years, 
and  I  consider  that  in  the  highest  degree  j 
undesirable.    I  want  to  ask  whether 
there  has  been   any  demand  for  the  i 
change  proposed  from  the  employers  of  ] 
the  country,  from  the  working  classes, 
from  the  children  which  it  seeks  to  be- 
friend, or  from  any  great  body  of  the 
public.   ["Yes."]  This  Committee  knows 
that  there  has  been  no  demand  whatever 
for  such  a  Bill  as  this.    [An  honourable 
Member : — "  Question  ".]   My  honourable 
Friend  says  "  Question."   This  is  a  very 
great  question,  which  will  have  to  be 
very  fully  debated  in  the  House.  There 
has  been  no  demand  for  the  Bill  from  the  ' 
employers,  because  they  are  aware  that : 
it  would   disorganise    their    business.  { 


There  has  been  no  demand  for  it  from 
the  working  classes,  because  they  are 
perfectly  well  contented  that  their  chil- 
dren should  be  brought  up  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  themselves  have  been 
brought  up.  They  are  desirous  that 
their  children  should  enter  upon  work  and 
should  be  able  to  earn  money  as  they 
themselves  did,  and  gain  experience  in 
their  early  years.  There  has  been  no 
demand  for  the  Bill  from  the  children  of 
the  country,  for  every  Member  acquainted 
with  children  knows  that  the  children  of 
working  families  at  the  present  time 
eagerly  look  forward  to  the  period  when 
they  can  leave  school  and  earn  some 
money.  I  would  say  that  if  this  Bill 
were  to  be  decided  upon  by  those  who 
know  best  the  whole  subject  of  debate,  it 
would  be  lost  by  a  very  large  majority. 
The  Bill  has  been  demanded  by  one  section 
of  the  community,  and  one  section  alone : 
by  the  National  Union  of  School  Teachers. 
The  Cotton  Factory  Times,  in  an  article  tbe 
other  day,  says  that  this  Bill  means  misery 
and  suffering  to  widows  and  orphans,  and 
that  the  agitation  in  support  of  it  has 
been  carried  on  only  to  put  money  in  the 
pockets  of  the  schoolmasters.  The  whole 
question  has  been  pressed  on  the  House 
by  the  National  Union  of  School  Teachers, 
who  would  like  to  lead  the  House  captive, 
bound  hand  and  foot,  on  this  matter. 
That  is  an  undignified  position  for  the 
House  to  be  in — 


Mr.  ROBSON  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 
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Question  put — 

"  That  the  Question  be  now  put, ' 
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The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes 
Noes  26.— (Division  List  No.  164.) 


62 
263; 


AYES. 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Aird,  John 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen, W.  (Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Anstruther,  H.  1. 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  Hy. 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick  W.) 
Baillie,  J  as.  £.  B.  (Inverness) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Banes,  Major  George  Edward 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Big  wood,  James 
BUI,  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 

Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Midd'x.) 
BroadhuTKt,  Henry 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Brnnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Burns,  John 
Burt  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  A.  (Glas. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
(armichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clarke,  Sir  Ed.  (Plymouth) 


Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Ch.  Ed.  H.  Athole 
Colville,  John 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glas.) 
Cornwallis,  Fiennes,  S.  W. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  Ed.  T.  D. 
Crombie,  John  William 
Dalbiac,  Col.  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Ed. 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Drncker,  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 


Dyke,  Rt,  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Sir  Sam.  T.  (Glamorg.) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.  (C.  of  Lon.) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
( Jil Hat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green, Waif  rd  D.  (Wedn'sb'y) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Hall,.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H.. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniinan,  Fredeiick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawes 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnson- Ferguson,  Jabez  Edw. 
Johnstone,  Hevwood  (Sussex) 
Jolitfe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kenyon,  James 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lafone,  Alfred 


Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  Durning-  (Cor 
Lawson.  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leng,  Sir  John 

Llewelyn,Sir  Dillwyn-  (Swan.) 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Logan,  John  William 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Ly all,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William  . 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Manners,  Lord  Edward  W.  J. 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Thrograorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carm'rthen) 
Money,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley.Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  Ch.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  .James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Her.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Price,'  RobSrtJdhrV  )0g[( 


63  Education  of 

Priestley,  liriggs  (Yorks.) 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Purvis,  Rotort 
Pyra,  C.  Guy 
Randell,  David 
Kasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Dcnbighs) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robertson, Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Scott,  Chas.  Prest.  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Ed.  (Stafford) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 


Arnold,  Alfred 
Boalnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness.) 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Rob.  Penrose- 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
(iibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St.  Albn's) 

Question,  "  That  Clause  1,  as  amended, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill,"  put  accordingly, 
and  agreed  to. 

And,  it  being  after  half-past  Five  of 
the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress :  to  sit 
again  upon  Wednesday  next. 

FINE  OR  IMPRISONMENT  (SCOTLAND 
AND  IRELAND)  (re-committed)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  amendment.  Bill  read,  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

METROPOLIS  MANAGEMENT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  (BYE-LAWS)  BILL 
[LORDS]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
to-morrow. 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS 
(ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 

Friday. 

METROPOLITAN  SEWERS  AND 
DRAINS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Metropolis  Manage- 
ment Act  with  respect  to  Sewers  and 
Drains,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
James  Stuart  and  Mr.  John  Burns. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Dr.  Clark,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Dr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Galloway,  Mr.  Heath,  Sir  Alfred 
Hickman,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr.  Brynmor 
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Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sutherland,  8ir  Thomas 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.  (Oxfd  U.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alf.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent, Col.  SirC.E.  Howard 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 

NOES. 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Hatch,  Ernest  Fredk.  Geo. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Kemp,  George 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
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Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notte.) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henrv  (Hall) 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York',  W.  R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson.Jos.  H.  (Middlesboro') 
Woodall,  William 
Woodhouse.Sir  J.  T.  ( Huddere. 
Woods,  Samuel 
Woitley,  Rt  Hon.C.B.  Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Ye x all,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Ayks- 

Mr.  Robson  and  Sir  Lewii 

M'lver. 


Pilkington,  Richard 
Rutherford,  John 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-undVL. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— Mr. 
George  Whiteley  and  Mr. 
Ascroft. 


1  Jones,  Sir  Francis  Sharp  Powell,  Sir 
I  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr. 
Schwann,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot,  Mr.  Whit- 
more, and  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson  nominated 
Members  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

Ordered — That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered — That  Five  be  the  quorum— 

(Sir  William  IValrond.) 

METROPOLITAN  SEWERS  AND 
DRAINS  BILL. 
To  Amend  the  Metropolis  Management 
Act  with  respect  to  Sewers  and  Drains. 
Presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  223.] 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 
Fifth  Report  brought  up,  and  read ;  to 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  GRAY :  I  am  anxious  to  know 
i  which  branch  of  the  Inland  Revenue 
1  estimates  will  be  taken  to-morrow. 

1    *A  LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr. 

i  Anstruther,  St.  Andrews  Burghs)  :  I 
think  it  has  been  generally  understood 
that  the  Post  Office  Estimates  will  be  the 
first  Order  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before 
gl©ix  o'clock. 
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SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  BILL 
T  Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  ac- 
quainted the  House  thaf,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  fol- 
lowing Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  [Lords]. 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS 
CONFIRMATION  [Lords]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  [Lords]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  [Lords]. 

And  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  fol- 
lowing Bill  have  been  complied  with  : 

SHIREBROOK  AND  DISTRICT  GAS. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY 
BILL. 

Read  2«,  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittees to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 


UREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 

and  committed :  The  Corn- 


Read  2a, 

mittees  to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
«f  Selection. 


CROWBOROUGH  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL. 

Read  3a,  with  the  amendments ;  further 
amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Commons. 

LEITH  HARBOUR  AND  DOCKS  BILL, 
SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  la ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  COMPANIES 
BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

BURLEY  IN-WHARFEDALE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

NUNEATON  AND  CHILVERS  COTON 
URBAN  DISTICT  COUNCIL  WATER 
BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

WOODHOUSE  AND  CONISBROUGH 
RAILWAY  (ABANDONMENT)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 


PILOTAGE  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
1  was  withdrawn  ;  the  order  made  on  the 
12th  of  May  last  discharged;  and  Bill 
SOUTH  .  EASTERN     AND     LONDON,  \  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
CHATHAM,      DOVER      RAILWAY  uftn„ 
COMPANIES  BILL.  1  amae- 

Pvead  2a,  and  committed:  The  Com- 
mittees to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2n,  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittees to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
uf  Selection. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  3<i,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 
VOL.  LXXII.      [Fourth  Series.] 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  9)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed   to  a  Committee  of  the 

whole  House  to-morrow         QoOQ  lc 

C 
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EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LONDON)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed.  The  Committee  to  he 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION    (No.  1) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION   (No.  2) 
BILL  TLords]. 

Committed  :  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committe  of  Selection. 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL  [Lords]. 

To  be  read  2a  to-morrow. 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  [Lords]. 

To  l>e  read  2a  to-morrow. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]. 

To  be  read  2a  to-morrow. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lords]. 
To  be  read  2a  to-morrow. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL,  (No.  101) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL,  (No.  102.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING    PROVISIONAL  i 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL,  (No.  103.)  . 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  la;  j 
to   be   printed ;   and   referred   to  the 
Examiners. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL,  (No.  104.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  l*j 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL,  (No.  106.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1' ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 


REPORTS,  RETURNS,  rfr. 


The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  following 
papers  having  been  commanded  to  be  pre- 
sented to  this  House  by  Her  Majesty  had 
been  so  presented  on  the  following 
dates  by  delivery  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liaments, pursuant  to  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  17th  February,  1896,  viz. : 

1.  Trade  Reports — (Annual  Series) : 
No.  2263.  Germany  (Hamburg) ; 
No.  2264.  Russia  (Batoum  and  Di* 

trict) ; 

No.  2265.  Russia  (Taganrog) ; 
No.  2266.  Netherlands  (Amster- 
dam) ; 

No.  2267.  Western  Pacific  (Tonga) ; 
No.  2268.  Italy  (Genoa   and  Dis- 
trict) ; 

No.  2269.  Greece  (Ionian  Islands) ; 
No.  2270.  Turkey  (Salonica) ; 
No.  2271.  Switzerland    (May  25); 
No.  2272.  Germany    (the  Grand 

Duchy  Baden) ; 
No.  2273.  Turkey  (Tripoli) ; 
No.  2274.  Italy  (Elba)  j 
No  2275.  Paraguay ; 
No.  2276.  France  (Saigon,  etc.) ; 
No.  2277.  Japan ; 

No.  2278.  Spain    (Canary  Islands) 
(May  31) ; 

2.  Wine  Duties — Correspondence  re- 
specting the  increase  in  the  wine  duties ; 

3.  British  South  Africa  Company- 
Correspondence  with  Mr.  C.  J.  Rhodes 
relating  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
Bechuanaland  Railway ; 

4.  Local  Taxation  (Royal  Commission) 
— Minutes  of  Evidence :  Volume  III. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Digitized  by  VjOOglC 
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Report*,  Return*,  dr. 


{1  June  1899} 


Report*,  Return*,  dr. 


FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND). 
Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  being  for  the 
year  1898 ;  Part  II.  Report  on  Salmon 
Fisheries. 

EDUCATION    DEPARTMENT  (SOUTH- 
WESTERN DIVISION). 

General  Report  for  the  year  1898,  by 
A.  Ranlrine,  Esq.,  Chief  Inspector. 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL)— No.  260. 
Niger  (West  African  Frontier  Force) ; 
Reports  for  1897-98. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 

Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners  and  modified  and  confirmed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  authorising  the 
construction  of — 

!.  Light  railways  in  the  counties  of 
Glamorgan  and  Brecon  between 
Vaynor  Dowlais  and  Merthyr 
Tydfil ; 

2.  A  light  railway  in   the  Isle  of 

Sheppey  and  county  of  Kent 
between  Queenborough  Station  and 
Leysdown ; 

3.  Light  railways  in  the  county  of 

Middlesex  from  Uxbridge  to 
Han  well ; 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

INDIA  (EXAMINATIONS). 
Regulations  for  examinations  for  the 
Civil  Service  of  India. 

GAS  AND  WATER  WORKS  FACILITIES 
ACT,  1870. 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  to 
dispensing  with  the  consents  of  the  Seven- 
oaks  Rural  District  Council  and  the 
Hildenborough  Parish  Council  in  the  case 
of  the  Tonbridge  Gas  Provisional  Order. 

OAS  COMPANIES  (METROPOLIS). 
Accounts  of  the   Metropolitan  Gas 
Companies  for  the  year  1898. 

HARWICH  HARBOUR. 

Attract  of  accounts  of  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  Harwich  Harbour  Con- 
servancy Board,  to  31st  day  of  March, 
1899 ;  with  report  on  proceedings,  &c. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894 
AND  1896. 

Order,  dated  the  18th  day  of  May, 
1899,  No.  5944,  revoking   Order  No. 
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5920,  which  prohibited  the  conveyance  of 
animals  by  the  ss.  "  Hindustan." 

POLLING     DISTRICTS     (COUNTY  OF 
'  CARNARVON). 

Order  made  by  the  County  Council  of 
Carnarvon  dividing  into  two  parts  the 
Penmorfa  polling  district  of  the  county. 

FACTORY   AND   WORKSHOP  (WHITE 
LEAD  FACTORIES). 

Special  rules  with  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  persons  in  whitclead  factories. 

PUBLIC   RECORDS  (ADMIRALTY 
DEPARTMENT). 

Fifth  Schedule  containing  a  list  and 
particulars  of  classes  of  documents  which 
have  been  removed  from  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office 
of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
deposited  in  the  Public  Record  Office, 
but  which  are  not  considered  of  sufficient 
public  value  to  justify  their  preservation 
therein. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS 
(BOROUGH  FUNDS)  ACT,  1872. 

Petition  for  amendment  of ;  of  the 
1  Urban    District   Council    of  Budleigh 
Salterton,  in  the  County  of  Devon  ;  read, 
I  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

JONES'S  DIVORCE  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Amendment   reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

ANCHORS  AND  CHAIN  CABLES  BILL. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 
— (The  Earl  of  Dudley.) 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SECRE- 
TARY to  the  BOARD  of  TRADE 
(The  EARL  of  DUDLEY) :  My  Lords, 
this  is  a  little  Bill  which  passed  through 
the  House  of  Commons  without  any  dis- 
cussion at  all.  It  is  practically  a  Con- 
solidation Bill.  At  present  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  testing  of  anchors  and  chain 
cables  is  contained  in  three  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, which  are  somewhat  conflicting 
and  confusing,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult 
to  obtain  convictions  tinder  the  Acts. 
This  Bill  consolidates  those  Acts  and 
simplifies  the  Law.  The  only  new  pro 
vision  is  contained  in  Clause  15,  which 
n 
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deals  with  the  issue  of  bogus  certificates. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  that  certain  firms  are  in  the 
habit  at  present  of  putting  marks  on  their 
anchors  and  chain  cables  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  resemble  the  marks  put  upon  them 
when  tested  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  We  do  not  desire  to 
prevent  private  testing,  but  we  do  wish, 
when  articles  are  so  tested,  that  marks 
should  not  be  put  upon  them  of  a  con- 
fusing and  misleading  character.  I  beg 
to  move  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill — Read  2*  (according  to  order) 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION) 
ACT  (1889)  EXTENSION  BILL. 

Read  3s  (according  to  order) ;  an 
amendment  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

FINE  OK  IMPRISONMENT  (SCOTLAND 
AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  Read  1* ; 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  100.) 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before 
Five  o'clock  till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  1st  June  1899. 


Mr.  SPEAKER 
Three  of  the  clock. 


took  the  Chair  at 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 

(Standing  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  complied  with.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  first  read- 
ing thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  \  referred  on  the  First  Re^^gVhereof7thc 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. — 

BEXHILL  AND  ST.  LEONARDS  TRAM- 
ROADS  BILL  [Lords]. 

BURY  CORPORATION  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 


CHURCH  STRETTON  WATER  BILL 
[Lords.] 

FURNESS  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

GAINSBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

HUMBER  CONSERVANCY  BILL  [Lows]. 

LEIGH-ON-SEA  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [Lords]. 

LOUGH  BOROUGH  CORPORATION  RILL 
[Lords]. 

PAISLEY  AND  BARRHEAD  DISTRICT 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

PORT  TALBOT  RAILWAY  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

SALORD  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 

(No  Standing  Orders  not  previously 
inquired  into  applicable).— Mr.  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  re- 
ferred on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  no 
Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  are  applicable,  viz. : — 

COLONIAL    AND     FOREIGN  BANKS 
(iUARANTEE  FUND  BILL  [Lords]. 

HAMPSTEAD   CHURCH  (EMMANUEL, 
WEST  END)  BILL  [Lords]. 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR  BOARD 
(FINANCE)  BILL  [Lords]. 

ST.  NEOT'S  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 

STRETFORD  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

WICK  AND  PULTENEY  HAROURS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  l>e  read  a 
second  time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 
(Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 
the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills, 


Standing  Orders  which  arc  applicable 
thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

LOCAL  .^VERNMEKT  PROV.S.O.NAL 
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(Purrkise)  Bill. 


n 


HULL,  BARNSLEY,  AND  WEST  RIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK  BILL 
[Lord*]. 

ST.  ALBANS  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  tho 
third  time. 

LONDON  WATER  (PURCHASE)  BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) : 
Before  the  House  proceeds  to  discuss  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  I  wish  to 
say  that  as  the  Royal  Commission  which 
is  considering  this  question  has  not  yet 
reported,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  come 
to  a  decision  in  regard  to  this  Bill  while 
that  Commission  is  sitting.  I  move  to 
discharge  the  Order  for  the  Second 
Reading. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  be  discharged."— {Mr.  Stuart.) 

♦Mr.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea) :  I  have  a 
motion  on  the  Paper  for  the  direct  rejec- 
tion of  this  Bill,  and  I  confess  that  I 
should  have  been  rather  glad  if  it  had 
been  convenient  to  move  that  motion, 
and  ask  the  House  to  reject  this  Bill  on 
Second  Reading  on  the  grounds  of  general 
policy.  I  cannot  however  but  be  content 
with  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  for  the  withdrawal  of  this  Bill, 
but  I  wish  to  take  formal  notice  of  what 
he  has  said.    He  stated  that  it  would  be 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

PIER   AND   HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time  to-morrow. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 

(No  Standing  .Orders  applicable). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  referred  on  the  first 
reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are 
applicable,  viz. — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  1)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time  to-morrow. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 
(Standing     Orders     not  previously 
inquired  into  not  comptied  with.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
(or  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 

following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  j  impossible  for  this  House  to  come  to  a 
m  referred  on  the  first  reading  thereof,  t  satisfactory  decision  pending  the  issuing 


the  Standing  Orders  not  previously 
inquired  into,  and  which  are  applicable 
thereto,  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz. — 

MERSEY    DOCKS     AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (PILOTAGE)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  refered  to 
Select    Committee   on  Standing 

BELFAST  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  AND  TOWN 

GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 
GLASTONBURY  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
QUEEN'S  FERRY  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lords]. 
Kead  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 


of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission. 
Personally,  I  cordially  agree  with  that 
view,  and  I  only  wish  the  hon.  Member 
and  his  friends  had  come  to  that  decision 
some  time  ago.  If  my  hon.  friend's  argu- 
ment has  any  force  now,  it  had  greater 
force  last  autumn,  when  the  County 
Council  resolved  to  promote  their  scheme 
of  Water  Bills  in  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  Royal  Commission  is  now 
sitting,  and  it  is  notorious  that  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  will 
not  be  presented  to  Parliament  in  suffi- 
cient time  for  legislation  to  take  effect 
this  year.  This  fact  was  pointed  out  to 
the  non.  Gentleman  opposite  and  his 
friends,  but  they  disregarded  that 
objection,  and  proceeded  to  introduce 
their  gigantic  scheme,  a  portion  of 
which    is   now  before dt) (think 
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it  would  have  been  indeed  well  if 
the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends  had 
seen  before  how  absurd  and  how  futile  it 
was  to  present  to  Parliament  such  a 
scheme  while  the  Royal  Commission 
was  sitting  to  decide  the  essential  points 
which  were  dealt  with  in  this  Bill.  \Vhat 
has  happened  1  Fears  have  been  un- 
necessarily excited  upon  this  subject,  and 
a  great  problem  which  ought  to  have 
been  solved  as  quickly  as  possible  has 
been  brought  into  the  arena  of  politics. 
I  do  not  wish  now  to  dwell  on  the 
past,  and  I  welcome  what  the  hon.  gentle- 
man has  said.  I  welcome  the  fact  that 
he  recognises  that  practically  it  would  be 
impossible  for  this  House  to  come  to  any 
decision  upon  this  great  question  until 
the  Royal  Commission  has  reported.  I 
gather  from  that  statement  that  the  hon. 
Member  and  his  friends  attach  great  im- 
portance to  the  Report  of  that  Commission, 
and  I  hope  when  this  question  next  comes 
before  the  House  it  will  be  found  in  the 
shape  of  a  Bill  not  promoted  by  the 
majority  of  the  London  County  Council 
actuated  by  party  motives,  but  as  an 
authoritative  measure  introduced  by  the 
Government  and  based  upon  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I 
desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  unfortunate  London  ratepayer  has 
had  to  pay  very  heavily  for  all  this.  The 
London  County  Council  bring  these  Bills 
forward  at  enormous  expense,  and  then 
they  find  out,  as  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site has  sa'd,  that  it  is  advisable  that  the 
measures  should  be  withdrawn  pending 
the  report  of  the  Commission.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  smaller  rate- 
payers now  are  very  heavily  taxed,  and 
this  is  not  the  first  time  this  sort  of  thing 
has  happened,  and  I  protest  against  this 
unnecessary  and  extravagant  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr.  STUART:  An  imputation  has 
been  put  upon  my  conduct  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  otherwise  I  had  no  in- 
tention of  raising  a  debate  in  this  House. 
It  must  not  be-in  any  way  inferred  by  the 
hofh  Gentleman  and  his  friends  that  my 
withdrawal  of  this  Bill  is  in  any  way  an 
undertaking  that  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  will  be  accepted  by  my 
friends  or  by  myself.  Our  position  is 
perfectly  clear  as  to  this  Bill,  and  per- 
fectly harmonious  with  itself.    When  the 


I  Royal  Commission  was  appointed  I  made 
the  statement  that  I  thought  it  was 
a  very    unfortunate    thing,  and  that 
it  would    have  the  effect  of   a  large 
number  of  concessions  being  granted  to 
the  companies,  and  that  it  would  result 
1  in  absolutely  putting  a  stop  to  any  pur- 
'  chase  Bills  being  proceeded  with  while 
the  Commission  was  sitting,  and  that  has 
turned  out  to  be  the  case.  Following  that 
line,  we  introduced  no  purchase  Bills  in 
1898,  when  so  many  concessions  were 
given  to  the  Water  Companies.  I  entirely 
object  to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  at  the  beginning  of  this  Session 
or  at  the  end  of  last  year  it  was  generally 
known  that  the  Commission  would  not 
report  for  another  year.    In  February  I 
moved  that  the  question  should  be  put 
forward  to  a  certain  date  in  order  that 
we  might  give  the  Commission  a  chance 
of  reporting  earlier.    It  is  perfectly  clear 
that  the  Report  will  not  be  in  the  hands 
of  Members  for  some  time,  and  that 
it  will  be  then  too  late  to  be  dealt 
with    in    connection    with    this  Bill. 
This    Bill    has    been    withdrawn  in 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  House, 
and  I  have  taken  a  course  which  I  think 
every  Member  of  the  House  must  desire. 
Under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty  I 
have  endeavoured  to  keep  this  Bill  so  that 
it  might  wait  until  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion has  reported.     That,  I  think,  is  a 
very  proper  motive.    If  this  Commission 
had  reported  within  a  reasonable  time,  as 
we    hoped  it   would    have   done  by 
keeping  this  Bill  before  the  House,  we 
should  have  saved  a  whole  year's  delay, 
which  is  of  extreme  importance.  This 
■  delay  is  not  due  to  my  action,  but 
entirely  to  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
!  ment    in     appointing    this  Commis- 
!  sion,  which  now  stands  in  the  way  of  any 
1  such  Bill  as  this  being  proceeded  with.  It 
is  quite  clear  that  if  proceeded  with  we 
could  not  arrive  at  a  decision.    I  hope  I 
have  made  my  position  clear  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.) :  It 
is  a  great  pity  that  my  hon.  friena  did 
not  take  the  advice  given  him  when  the 
|  County  Council   were   considering,  the 
I  question  of  these  purchase  Bills,  to  the 
!  effect  that  it  would  be  absurd  for  the 
|  Council  to  bring  in  a  Bill  until  the  Royal 
i  Commission  had  reported  upon  the  ques- 
tions which  would  be  submitted  to  them. 
I  Everyone  knew  perfectly  well  that  the 
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Royal  Commission   could  not  by  any  I 
possibility  report  in  time  for  this  Session.  , 
They  have  not  reported,  and  I  think  it  is 
within  the  knowledge  of  almost  everyone  ! 
that  the  question  which  is  before  the  j 
Royal  Commission  is  so  enormous  and  j 
deals  with    so  many  interests  that  it  , 
would  have  been  practically  impossible  [ 
for  them  to  present  any  Report  to  this  i 
House  in  time  for  legislation  this  Session. 
It  is  reasonable  and  quite  expected  that 
after  the  evidence  which  the  Royal  Com- , 
mission  will  receive  has  been  concluded  | 
they  will  take  some  time  to  consider  their 
Report,  and  I  shall  not  be  at  all  surprised 
if  it  is  two  or  three  months  before  we 
see  it.    I  feel  rather  strongly  upon  this 
subject,  because,  besides  the  cost  to  the 
ratepayers,    which    has    already  been 
alluded  to,  I  think  some  consideration 
should  also  be  shown  to  the  Water  Com- 
panies,   who    have  been    very  much 
harassed  during  this  Session,  and  have 
had  to  incur  very  considerable  expense 
in  the  matter.    I  can  only  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  this  Bill  was  premature,  and 
I  am  only  surprised  that  the  promoters 
of  it  have  kept  it  alive  so  long,  for  they 
must  have  known  that  the  moment  they 
brought  it  before  the  House  it  would 
receive  its  quietus. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  discharged, 
and  Bill  -withdrawn. 

FRIENDS    PROVIDENT  INSTITUTION 
BILL  [Lords]  (STAMP  DUTIES). 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  imposition  of  certain  Stamp  Duties 
upon  certain  Memorials  under  any  Act  of 
the  present  Session  relating  to  the  Friends 
Provident  Institution  (Queen's  Recom- 
mendation signified),  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4.) 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland 
relating  to  the  Dean's  Grange  Joint  Burial 
Board  District,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and 
Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 

"  To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  Ireland  re- 
lating to  the  Dean's  Grange  Joint  Burial 
Board  District,"  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time  :  to  be  referred  to 


the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  324.] 


PETITIONS. 


BOROUGH  FUNDS  ACT,  18/2. 
Petition  from  Todmorden,  for  altera- 
tion  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Monifieth,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

LONDON  OOVERNMENT  BILL. 
Petition  from  Croydon,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petitions  in   favour:    from  Soothill 
Wood  ;-—  Cwm   Colling  ; — Oakingates ;-  - 
Altham  ;—  and,  West  Kiveton  Collieries ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ; — from  Aberdeen  ; 
i  -and,  Aitlrossan  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Kingston-upon-Hull,  in 
favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ; — from  St.  Ger- 
mans ;  Wcstleton  ;  Walpolc  -  Cheb- 
sey  ;  ~  and,  Rochdale  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


ELEMENTARY   SCHOOLS  (CHILDREN 
WORKING  FOR  WAGES). 

Return  presented,—  relative  thereto 
[ordered  28th  April  1898  ;  Mr.  Spictr]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  205.] 

EAST   INDIA   (EXAMINATIONS  FOR 
THE  CIVIL  SERVICE). 

Copy  presented,— of  Regulations  for 
Examinations  for  the  Civil  Service  of 
India  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 'the  Table.  •' 

GaS  COMPANIES  (METROPOLIS). 
Copy  presented,— of  Accounts  of"  the 
Metropolitan  Gas  Companies  for  the  year 
1898  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to.*  printed.  [No.JW0Goog,e 
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POLLING  DISTRICTS  (CARNARVON). 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by  the 
County  Council  of  Carnarvon  dividing 
into  two  parts  the  Penmorfa  Polling 
District  of  the  County  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(WHITE  LEAD  FACTORIES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Special  Rules  with 
regard  to  the  employment  of  persons  in 
White  Lead  Factories  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Copy  presented, — of  Four  Orders  in 
Council  dated  13th  May,  1899,  giving 
effect  to  the  Rules  of  Court  under  The 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  1898  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 

TRAINING  OF  VOLUNTEER  OFFICERS. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  why  Officers  of 
the  Volunteer  Force  are  not  allowed  the 
privilege  of  sergeants  and  privates  of 
training  themselves  for  the  Country's 
service  with  regiments  near  which  civil 
duties  may  call  them  away  from  the  head 
quarters  of  their  own  corps :  and,  if, 
having  regard  to  the  deficiency  of  officers 
in  the  Force,  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
consider  the  re-adjustment  of  this  ine- 
quality, and  at  the  same  time  review  the 
conditions  under  which  the  refundment 
of  the  equipment  allowance  granted  to 
officers  passing  school  are  required  from 
regiments. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  W7AR  (Mr.  G.  Wyndham,  Dover) : 
Officers  are  required  to  perform  their 
drills  with  their  own  corps,  as  it  is  their 
duty  to  instruct  and  guide  the  men  under 
their  command  and  for  this  purpose  a 
personal  knowledge  of  them  is  indispen- 
sable. The  Secretary  of  State  is  not 
prepared  to  remit  this  obligation,  nor  to 
relax  the  conditions  upon  which  the  outfit 
allowance  is  granted. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 

f've  notice  that  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
will  call  attention  to  the  hardship 
arising  from  this  arrangement. 


THE  ARMENIAN  PRELACY. 
Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  represent  to 
the  Sultan  the  injury  done  to  the 
Armenian  archbishop  and  bishops,  who 
are  forcibly  detained  in  the  monastery  of 
St.  James  at  Jerusalem  without  trial,  and 
without  knowing  for  what  offences  they 
have  been  exiled  from  their  dioceses: 
And,  whether,  seeing  that  those  pre- 
lates are  men  of  high  character,  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  communicate  on 
the  subject  with  the  Powers  which  are 
parties  to  Articles  61  and  62  of  the 
Berlin  Treaty. 

*The  UNDER  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mb. 
St.  John  Brodrick  (Surrey,  Guildford): 
Inquiries  are  being  made  as  to  the  posi- 
tion of  these  prelates,  and  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  at  present  make  any  statement 
with  regard  to  them. 

COMMERCIAL  EDUCATION. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education,  who  represented 
this  country  at  the  recent  Conference  con- 
vened by  the  Italian  Government  upon 
Commercial  Education,  and  when  his 
report  will  be  published ;  and  if,  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposed  scheme  for 
establishing  the  University  of  London  in 
tbe  Imperial  Institute,  it  will  be  possible 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  make 
it  a  condition  with  the  Senate  of  the 
University  that  the  University  shall 
establish  a  Chair  of  Commercial  Educa- 
tion and  grant  diplomas  of  knowledge 
in  commercial  science,  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  United  Kingdom  possesses  no 
Schools  of  Commerce  similar  to  those  at 
Paris,  Antwerp,  Leipzig,  Vienna,  Moscow, 
and  other  Continental  centres. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (MR.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)  (for  Sir  J. 
Gorst)  :  Captain  Abney  represented  this 
country.  His  report  is  in  course  of  pre- 
paration. It  is  not  possible  to  say  when 
it  will  be  published.  The  Government 
cannot  at  present  interfere  with  the 
scheme  for  establishing  the  University  of 
London,  which  has  been  entrusted  by 
Parliament  to  a  Commission. 
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CLAPHAM  SORTING  OFFICE. 


Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  the  duties  of  the 
four  postmen  whose  places  are  vacant  at 
Clapham  Sorting  Office,  now  being  per- 
formed by  casuals,  will  be  allotted  to  the 
assistant  postmen  (ex-Army  men)  who 
have  passed  the  Civil  Service  examination 
and  been  waiting  seven  months  for  the 
appointment. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanbuby,  Preston) : 
The  vacancies  referred  to  will  not  be 
allotted  to  ex-Army  Assistant  Post- 
men, as  there  are  many  ex-Telegraph 
Messengers  with  prior  claims  still  to  be 
provided  for.  I  may  explain  that  at  the 
time  the  arrangement  was  made  for 
giving  50  per  cent,  of  the  postmen's 
places  to  reserve  men,  it  was  also 
stipulated  that  certain  telegraph 
messengers  who  entered  the  service 
before  April,  1897,  and  who  were  of  a 
certain  age,  should  have  a  prior  claim 
over  the  others.  These  claims  are  not 
yet  worked  out,  but  they  soon  will  be. 

THE  PUNJAUB  WAR  AND  THE  TIRAH 
CAMPAIGN. 

Mb.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  whether  medals  and  clasps  for 
service  in  the  last  Punjaub  War  and  the 
Tirah  Campaign,  1897-8,  have  been 
issued  to  Officers  and  men  of  the  Bengal 
Staff  Corps  entitled  thereto  ;  and,  if  not, 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and  when 
the  distribution  will  take  place. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  understand  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  will  be 
prepared  to  answer  this  question  to- 
morrow. 

THE    ANGLO  -  AMERICAN  COMMIS- 
SION. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY  (Sunder- 
land): I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  be  good 
enough  to  inform  the  House  whether  the 
Anglo-American  Commission  is  to  re- 
assemble ;  if  so,  when  1  Can  he  state  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  differences  I 
alleged  to  exist  between  the  American 
and  Canadian  members  of  the  Commie- 1 
sion ;  and  whether  the  whole  or  any : 


I  portion  of  the  points  at  issue  are  to  be 
j  referred  to  arbitration  ? 

j  *Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  Commission 
j  adjourned  until  2nd  August.  Negotia- 
!  tions  are  still  proceeding,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  statement  at 
!  present. 

RUSSIAN  CLAIMS  IN  CHINA. 

Mr.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether, 

;  within  a  few  days  after  signing  the  recent 
railway  agreement  of  28th  April  last 

|  between  this  country  and  Russia,  the 

.  Russian  Minister  at  Pekin  made  a  demand 

|  on  the  Chinese  Government  for  a  con- 
cession for  a  branch  railway  from  a  point 
on  the  Trans-Manchuria  Railway  to 
Pekin,  so  as  to  connect  Port  Arthur  and 
Pekin  ;  whether  the  Chinese  Government 
refused  this  demand  ;  whether  our  repre- 
sentative at, Pekin  has  conveyed  to  the 
Chinese  Government  an  assurance  given 
by  Count  Muravieff  to  our  Ambassador 
at  St.  Petersburg  that  Russia  had  not 

!  demanded  a  concession,  but  only  made  a 
friendly  request  that  China  should  con- 

I  cedo  in  principle  the  right  to  build  such 
r  railway  when  applied  for  by  Russian 
subjects ;  whether  our  Government  knew 
of  the  intention  of  Russia  to  make  this 
demand  or  friendly  request  when  they 
signed  the  railway  agreement  of  28th 
April ;  and  whether  all  the  papers  con- 
nected with  this  matter  will  bo  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  before  the 
Foreign  Office  Estimates  come  up  for 

'  consideration  ? 

Mr.    BRODRICK:    The  answer  to 
i  questions  1  and  2  is  in  the  affirmative.  . 
;  As  regards  the  remaining  questions,  com- 
•  munications  have  been  and  are  passing 
j  between  the  two  Governments.    I  hope 
to  present  papers  relating  to  tho  Northern 
Railway  before  the  Foreign  Office  Vote  is 
discussed  next  week  ;  but  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  include  those  relating  to  the 
subject  matter  of  this  question,  which  is 
still  under  discussion. 

INSTRUCTION  IN  POOR  LAW 
SCHOOLS. 
Mr.  JAMES  STUART  (Shorcditch, 
Hoxton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
has  received  a  letter  from  the  Guardians 
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of  the  Poor  of  Shoreditch,  bringing  under 
his  notice  the  subject  of  elementary 
education  in  Poor  Law  schools  and  its 
severance  from  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  asking  that  the  education  in 
Poor  Law  schools  should  be  placed  under 
the  Education  Department ;  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  take  any  steps  to  carry  out 
this  wish ;  and  what  reply  he  has 
given  to  the  Guardians  of  Shoreditch.  I 
may  also  ask,  at  the  same  time,  whether 
he  has  taken  any  steps  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  Poor  Law  Schools 
Committee  in  reference  to  placing  the 
education  of  the  children  in  the  metro- 
politan Poor  Law  schools  under  the 
inspection  of  the  Education  Department ; 
ana,  if  not,  what  are  the  difficulties 
which  stand  in  the  way ;  and  whether 
such  obstacles  require  legislation  for 
their  removal. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (for  Mr.  H. 
Chaplin)  :  I  will  answer  the  two  ques- 
tions of  the  hon.  Member  together. 
As  regards  the  first,  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  the  Shoreditch  Board  of 
Guardians  on  this  subject.  A  reply  has 
not  at  present  been  sent,  as  the  matter  is 
receiving  my  consideration.  As  regards 
the  second  question,  I  communicated  with 
the  Education  Department  with  reference 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Poor  Law 
Schools  Committee  that  Poor  Law  Schools 
should  be  inspected  by  inspectors  of  that 
Department  so  far  as  the  education  work 
in  the  schools  is  concerned.  The  Educa- 
tion Department,  however,  felt  a  difficulty 
in  assenting  to  this  arrangement,  unless 
the  inspection  of  the  schools  was  trans- 
ferred to  them  in  its  entirety,  including 
not  only  the  education  given  in  the 
schoolroom  but  also  the  boarding  and 
other  arrangements.  In  this  1  was 
unable  to  concur.  Pending  the  settle- 
ment of  the  question  temporary  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  inspection 
of  the  schools.  Legislation  would  prob- 
ably be  necessary  in  connection  with  any 
transfer  of  duties  in  this  matter. 

THE  COMPTROLLER  AND  AUDITOR- 
GENERAL. 

Mr;  M'KENNA  (Monmouth,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  Mr.  Mills  is  shortly  about  to 
retire  from  the  post  of  Comptroller  and 
Auditor-General;  whether  any  promise 
of.  appointment  to  this  post  has  been 
made  in  anticipation  of  the  retirement  of 


Mr.  Mills ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
foundation  for  the  statement  that  the 
Government  contemplate  appointing  a 
gentleman  who  has  had  no  previous  con- 
nection with  the  Exchequer  and  Audit 
Department,  and  who  has  had  no  train- 
ing or  experience  appropriate  to  the 
important  duties  exercised  by  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor-General. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester 
E.) :  I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  make 
any  statement  in  regard  to  an  appoint- 
ment  to  a  place  not  yet  vacant ;  but  when 
the  time  comes  and  the  appointment  is 
made  I  shall,  of  course,  accept  all  the 
responsibility. 

REDEMPTION  OF  IRISH  TITHE  RENT- 
CHARGE. 
Mr.   WILLIAM   MOORE  (Antrim, 
N.) :  I  bee  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  Irish  Land  Commission 
had,  prior  to  the  Land  Act  of  1896,  no 
power  to  compulsorily  redeem  tithe  rent- 
charge  issuing  out  of  an  estate  sold  by 
them ;  that  it  became  the  practice  to  sell 
the  estate  to  the  occupying  purchasers  in- 
demnified against  the  payment  of  the  tithe 
rent-charge,  and  to  retain  so  much  of  the 
purchase  money  as  would  when  invested 
yield  sufficient  income  to  meet  the  tithe 
rent-charge  so  accruing  ;  that  the  Act  of 
1896,  not  being  retrospective,  gave  no 
relief  in  relation  to  prior  proceedings ;  if 
,  he  could  see  his  way  to  inform  the 
|  House  in  how  many  cases  the  Land  Com- 
|  mission  are  still  retaining  part  of  the 
:  purchaso  money  of  estates  in  order  to 
meet  the  liability  to  tithe  rent-charge, 
and  the  total  amount  of  moneys  so  re 
.  tained ;  and  whether  he  is  prepared  to 
afford  the  owners  of  such  funds  so  re- 
]  tained  by  way  of  indemnity  facilities  to 
I  vary  the  tithe  rent-charge,  though  no 
j  longer  entitled  to  an  estate  in  the  lands, 
I  or  to  compulsorily  redeem  such  tithe 
rent-charge  so  as  to  liberate  the  balance 
of  the  indemnity  fund  after  such  re- 
demption. 

*The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds  Cen- 
tral) :  The  facts  of  the  case  are  not  quite 
correctly  set  forth  in  the  first  paragraph ; 
but  the  matter  is  somewhat  too  com- 
plicated to  explain  within  the  limits  of 
an  answer  to  a  question.    With  regard 
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to  the  second  paragraph,  it  is  believed 
that  the  case  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath  was 
the  only  one  in  which  a  fund  was  retained 
in  Court  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
Tithe  Rtnt  Charge  which  the  lands 
were  liable  and  sold  subject  to,  but  with 
an  indemnity  against,  such  liability.  There 
is  a  considerable  number  of  cases  in  which 
the  redemption  moneys  of  tithes  redeemed 
have  not  been  allocated  by  reason  of  the 
obstacles  arising  from  the  decision  in  the 
Marquis  of  Bath's  Estate  and  the  existence 
of  superior  interests  ;  but  to  compile  a 
return  of  these  cases  would  occupy  much 
time,  and  involve  the  examination  of  the 
Estate  Accounts  and  Records  in  the  cases 
of  all  Estates  in  which  there  were  retainers 
upon  funds  to  credit.  In  answer  to  the 
third  paragraph,  Tithe  Rent  Charge  not 
redeemed  would,  under  the  Bill  recently 
introduced,  be  automatically  varied,  and 
I  presume  it  would  be  for  the  Commission 
to  consider  whether,  if  the  Tithe  Rent 
Charge  were  reduced,  any  part  of  the 
indemnity  fund  might  properly  be  re- 
leased. 

BELFAST  (PUBLIC  MEETINGS). 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  proceedings  at  the  Custom 
House  steps  in  Belfast  on  Sunday  20th 
May,  when  a  man  named  James  Da  vies 
was  killed  in  the  course  of  a  riot  which 
sprang  from  those  proceedings  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  for  many  weeks 
language  of  a  most  provocative  character 
has  been  used  at  the  meetings  held  at 
these  steps  on  Sunday  afternoons,  that 
charges' of  a  most  filthy  character  have 
been  made  against  Roman  Catholic  nuns 
by  a  man  named  Ballantine,  also  that 
an  attack  on  a  Roman  Catholic  con- 
vent in  Belfast  was  made  by  a 
mob  the  week  before  last ;  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  statement  of  the  coroner  of  Belfast,  at 
the  inquest  on  Davies,  that  the  evidence 
had  shown  that  Mr.  Ballantine  was  a 
man  totally  unfitted  to  preach  the 
Gospel  ;  that  if  there  was  one  thing 
which  would  excite  religious  feeling  and 
bitterness  in  the  city  it  was  the  attack 
made  on  the  nuns  and  the  nunnery  in  the 
Cranlin  Road  ;  and,  with  reference  to  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Ballantine  that 
the  deaths  were  not  registered,  more  in- 
sulting language  could  not  have  been 
used— not  only  was  immorality  suspected, 


but  murder  also ;  and  also  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  jury  in  their  verdict  that  the 
authorities  should  take  more  active 
measures  to  preserve  the  peace  at  the 
Custom  House  steps  on  Sunday ;  and, 
what  steps  the  Irish  Government  pro- 
pose to  take  to  put  a  stop  to 
these  incitements  to  violence.  I 
desire  further  to  ask  the.  Chairman  a 
question  of  which  I  have  sent  him  private 
notice,  viz.,  whether  the  language  in- 
sulting to  Catholic  priests  and  nuns  used 
on  Sunday  May  21  at  the  Custom  House 
steps  was  repeated  by  Mr.  Trew  on 
last  Sunday  evening ;  whether  there 
have  been  any  serious  disturbances  in 
consequence ;  how  many  police  were 
present  last  Sunday,  and  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intends  to  draft 
extra  police  into  Belfast  for  next  Sunday. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  have 
only  just  received  notice  of  the 
additional  Question  just  put  to  me 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  I  am  not 
aware  whether  the  insulting  language  re- 
ferred to  was  repeated  last  Sunday  ;  and 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  provide 
extra  police  for  next  Sunday,  neither  can 
I  say  at  the  moment  how  many  police- 
men were  on  duty  last  Sunday.  In  re- 
gard to  the  question  on  the  Paper,  my 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Custom  House  steps  in 
Belfast  on  Sunday,  the  21st,  on  which 
occasion  a  man  named  James  Davies 
received  injuries  which  resulted  in  his 
death  the  following  day.  The  Govern- 
ment have  received  from  the  coroner 
copies  of  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses 
examined  at  the  inquest  held  on  Thurs- 
day last  touching  the  death  of  Davies, 
and  of  the  finding  of  the  coroner's  jury. 
The  statements  in  the  second  and  third 
paragraphs  are  substantially  correct, 
except  that,  as  regards  the  alleged  attack 
by  a  mob  on  a  Roman  Catholic  convent 
in  Belfast,  the  police  have  no  information 
of  any  such  attack  and  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  such  an  attack  was  made. 
The  depositions  have  only  reached  me  to- 
day, and  the  question  of  taking  further 
action  is  now  under  consideration. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury what  Supply  will  be  taken  to- 
morrow, and  whether  Orders  of  the  Day 
Nos.  3  and  5  will  be  taken  tonight? 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  to-night  is 
one  of  the  allotted  days  for  Supplj-,  1 
shall  take  nothing  to-night  but  Supply. 
As  regards  to-morrow,  the  first  vote  taken 
will  be  the  vote  for  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.): 
And  next  week  1 

Mr.  A.  J!  BALFOUR  :  On  Monday 
we  shall  discuss  the  vote  for  Lord 
Kitchener.  On  Tuesday,  as  at  present 
advised,  I  propose  to  take  the  London 
Government  Bill  or  the  Finance  Bill. 
That  may  be  open  to  alteration  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Stafford,  Lichfield) : 
What  will  be  the  second  Order  on 
Monday  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  say 
yet.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  shall 
be  fortunate  enough  to  get  through  the 
Lord  Kitchener  discussion  at  an  early  hour 
or  not. 

NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 

Sir  George  Augustus  Pilkington, 
knight,  for  South -West  Lancashire 
(Southport  Division). 

BELFAST  (PUBLIC  MEETINGS). 

MOTION  for  the  ADJOURNMENT  of 
the  HOUSE. 

Mr.  DILLON,  member  for  East  Mayo 
rose  in  his  place,  and  asked  leave  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  a  definite  matter  of 
urgent  public  importance,  viz.,  "the  per- 
sistent holding  of  disorderly  and  riotous 
public  meetings  in  the  City  of  Belfast, 
and  the  grave  danger  to  the  public  peace 
resulting  from  these  proceedings,  and 
from  the  inaction  of  the  executive  " ;  but 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  not  having  been 
signified,  Mr.  Speaker  called  on  those 
members  who  supported  the  motion  to 
rise  in  their  places,  and  not  less  than 
forty  members  having  accordingly 
risen  : — 

Mr.  DILLON :  In  reply  to  a  question 
I  put  to  him  just  now,  the  Chief  Secretary 
stated  that  the  depositions  forwarded  to 
him  in  connection  with  an  inquest  held 
in  the  city  of  Belfast  on  Friday  last  have 
only  just  reaohed  him,  and  he  apparently 
gave  that  as  a  reason  for  his  not  having 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  the  action  which 


he  ought  to  take  in  regard  to  the  meet- 
ings on  the  Custom  House  steps  at  Bel- 
fast and  the  general  condition  of  the  city. 
That  is  a  very  strange  attitude  for  a  res- 
ponsible Minister  of  the  Crown  to  take 
up,  and  it  becomes  still  more  strange 
when  he  states  he  does  not  intend  to 
draft  any  extra  police  force  into  the  city 
to  ensure  that  public  liberty  is  safe- 

fuarded.  What  are  the  facts  1  On 
unday  week,  the  21st  May,  in  pursuance 
of  an  evil  custom  which  has  been  in  force 
for  years,  meetings  were  being  held  on 
the  Custom  House  steps  and  addressed 
by  rival  preachers  ;  the  result  was  that  a 
riot  took  place,  and  in  the  rush  of  the 
crowd  a  man  named  James  Davies  was 
knocked  down,  sustaining  injuries  which 
soon  after  culminated  in  bis  death  in 
hospital.  The  inquest  was  held  on  the 
25th  May,  and  the  evidence,  adduced 
showed  that  on  the  occasion  three  meet- 
ings were  in  progress — one  conducted  by 
Mr.  Galbraith,  a  temperance  preacher,  on 
behalf  of  a  society  called  the  Christian 
Endeavourus,  and  a  second  by  a  Mr. 
Ballantine  who  claimed  to  represent  the 
orthodox  Protestants.  At  the  inquest 
evidence  was  given  which  he  would  like 
to  draw  attention  to.  Mr.  Galbraith  in 
his  evidence  was  asked  as  to  the  language 
used  by  Mr.  Ballantine.  Let  me  read 
exactly  what  occurred,  as  reported.  Mr 
Galbraith  was  asked : — 

"  Coming  to  last  Sunday,  did  he  make  use 
of  any  observation  to  which  you  took  excep- 
tion ?—  Oh,  yes  ;  he  made  several  observation? . 

"  Give  us  some  of  them  ? — The  principal  one 
was  the  remark  that  in  the  nunnery  on  the 
Crurolin  Road  births  occurred  which  were  not 
registered,  and  deaths  also. 

"  You  heard  him  say  that  ?— Yes  I  heard  him 
distinctly  say  that. 

*■  What  did  you  infer  from  that  t— I  would 
infer  that  the  nuns  had  given  birth  to  children 
which  they  murdered,  and  also  that  the 
coroner  hadn't  been  doing  his  duty  when  those 
deaths  were  left  unrecorded.  Your  Honour, 
that  is  the  inference  I  took.  I  am  speaking 
on  my  oath. 

"  Don't  you  know  as  a  matter  of  law  that 
both  births  and  deaths  must  be  registered 
I  can't  say,  sir  ;  I'm  not  very  well  up  in  law. 

' '  You  addressed  your  meeting  on  the  subject 
— what  was  the  nature  of  your  remarks,  can 
you  say  ?— '  A  nation's  eurse.' 

"Was  your  discourse  directed  upon  Mr. 
Ballantine' s  remarks  ?  What  did  you  say  ? — 
I  said  that,  as  a  citizen  and  a  Protestant,  I 
protested  that  such  statements  should  be  made 
at  such  a  time ;  that  the  remark  was  entirely 
unchristian,  and  calculated  to  embitter  the 
feelings  between  Protestants  and  Roman 
Catholics.  That  was  what  I  said,  so  far  as  my 
memory  serves  me.     r+  _  ^,.1^ 
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"  Did  you  incite  the  crowd  to  remove  him 
from  the  steps  and  prevent  him  speaking? 
-No ;  I  said  to  them  to  do  nothing  about  the 
steps  that  would  bring  discredit  and  disgrace 
to  the  city  of  Belfast. 

,:  As  a  result  of  these  remarks  made  hy  him 
did  anything  happen  ? — Not  just  then.  He 
also  said  that  the  wall  of  the  convent  was 
knocked  down  in  order  to  let  the  priests 
go  io  at  night 

This  was  the  language  used  in  the  hear- 
ing of  the  people  in  a  whole  row  of 
Catholic  houses.  Was  it  not  enough  to 
set  men's  blood  on  fire?  Then  the 
Witness  was  further  examined  by  the 
Coroner  as  follows : — 

"The  Coroner  :  Did  you  hear  him  say  any- 
thing about  Christian  Endeavourere  going  to 
kll?— I  held  my  meeting  under  the  auspices 
of  the  C.E.  I  had  a  C.E.  badge  on,  and  it 
to  the  badge  that  attracted  his  attention. 
He  said— in  fact  he  named  my  name — that 
Christian  Endeavourere  were  all  taking  the 
power  out  of  God's  hands.  He  also  asked 
*tat  was  the  difference  hetween  the  Roman 
Catholics.  I  may  say  that  I  worship  in  a 
Methodist  church,  the  pastor  of  which  is  a 
converted  Roman  Catholic,  the  Rev.  P.  L. 
Donovan.  That  was  the  meaning  of  the 
remark  he  made  to  the  crowd.  He  said  all 
these  people  were  going  to  hell  straight. 


via 


"The  Coroner :  Did  you  consider  that  that 
as  preaching  the  gospel  of  peace  ?— I  did  not, 


Having  disposed  in  this  manner  of  the 
Boman  Catholics,  he  denounced  in  similar 
terms  the  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  and 
Christian  Endeavourers.  I  am  prepared 
for  scepticism  on  this  point,  and  1  cer- 
tainly cannot  understand  any  responsible 
Minister  of  the  Crown  tolerating  such 
language.  What  was  the  police  evidence  ? 
-Let  me  read  it — 

Constable  Joseph  Deasy,  Glengall  Street 
knacks,  said  he  was  on  duty  at  the  Custom 
Boose  steps  on  Sunday  evening  last.  He  saw 
Galbraith  and  Ballantine  there  addressing 
meetings.  Portions  of  Mr.  Ballantine's 
remarks  was  that  the  Methodists  and  Presby- 
terians were  all  going  

The  Coroner :  Then  he  included  the  Presby 
teriana  too  ?— He  did.  He  also  said  something 
a'wat  the  Endeavourers. 

The  Coroner :  That  was  not  very  courteous 
to  the  strangers.  Did  he  consign  the  Catholics 
there  too?— No,  I  didn't  hear  him. 

Sergeant  Magee  :  You  were  a  considerable 
distance  from  him— on  the  outskirt  of  the 
"fowd!-I  was. 

Did  Mr.  Galbraith  take  exception  to  any  of 
these  remarks  ?— He  did. 

Did  you  hear  what  he  said?— I  did.  He 
»kel  the  crowd— "  Is  there  any  Protestant 
-Methodist  or  any  other  denomination — 
ifling  to  stand  up  and  listen  to  that  man  ?  *' 
w  word*  to  that  effect. 


The  result  of  that  was,  I  believe,  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  audience  rushed  at 
Mr.  Ballantine  ?— Yes. 

You  have  some  experience  of  the  meetings 
there  ?— Yes,  I  have  been  there  for  the  last  six 
months. 

What  is  the  conduct  of  the  crowd  a*  tending 
those  meetings  generally  ?— Very  bad,  gene- 
rally. 

Have  the  police  been  obliged  to  escort 
people  for  their  own  protection  out  of  the 
crowd  by  bringing  them  to  the  barracks, 
putting  them  on  trams,  &c.  ? — Yes,  on  several 
occasions.  On  last  Sunday  week  we  had 
several.  Twice  I  saw  people  turned  out  cut 
and  bleeding. 

Would  you  say  as  to  the  subject  of  the  dis- 
courses are  they  religions  or  political  ? — More 
religious  than  political. 

The  Coroner :  I'm  afraid  there's  not  much 
religion  in  them. 

Sergeant  Magee :  And  are  they  insulting 
occasionally  to  different  religious  denomina- 
tions?—Yes,  from  the  Lord  Mayor  down- 
especially  Mr.  Ballantine. 

The  Coroner :  In  your  opinion,  sergeant, 
are  these  meetings  on  the  steps  calculated  to 
lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace  ? — They  are,  sir  ; 
on  some  occasions  we  have  great  trouble  in 
preserving  order,  especially  when  Catholics 
are  passing  there. 

But  most  important  of  all  is  the  Coro- 
ner's summing  up.  The  Coroner  (Mr. 
Finegan)  occupies  a  responsible  position. 
He  was  for  many  years  Conservative 
agent  for  the  county  Down,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  respected  men  in  Ireland.  I, 
therefore,  attach  especial  importance  to 
his  views.  What  was  it  he  said  ?  I  will 
read  it : 

"  Could  they  conceive  anything  more  calcu- 
lated to  foster  and  intensify  that  animosity 
than  the  words  used  by  that  so-called  preacher 
of  the  Gospel,  words  which  he  himself  admitted 
he  did  use,  namely,  that  in  the  Convent  on  the 
Crumlin  Road  no  deaths  or  births  were  regis- 
tered. What  was  the  only  meaning  of  those 
words  but  an  accusation  against  the  nuns  of 
that  convent  of  immorality,  and  murder  to 
conceal  their  immorality  ?  That  was  the 
naked  meaning  of  the  words,  used  without  a 
shadow  of  foundation,  by  a  man  who  posed  as 
a  Gospel  teacher  for  nve-and-twenty  years. 
He  could  conceive  nothing  more  scandalous 
than  such  an  accusation  made  without  the 
slightest  foundation  against  a  community  of 
ladies  whom  he,  from  his  official  position, 
knew  were  doing  incalculable  good  in  their 
city.  Not  content  with  this,  he,  with  Chris- 
tian charity,  which  he  measured  by  his  own 
standard,  consigned  Methodists  and  Presby- 
terians to  perdition,  and  included  with  them 
even  the  strangers  and  visitors  who  were 
enjoying  their  hospitality  that  week,  the 
members  of  the  Christian  Endeavour  Conven- 
tion. He  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when 
steps  should  be  taken  by  the  high  officials  of 
this  country  to  put  a  stop  to  those  speakers 
who  thus  provoked  breaches  of  the  peace  in 
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their  city,  and  provoked  it,  too,  standing  upon 
the  very  property  of  the  Government." 

And  this  was  language  used  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government. 

"  The  jary  found  a  verdict  according  to  the 
medical  evidence.  They  had  not  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  by  whom  the  death  was 
caused.  They  were  of  opinion  that  the  autho- 
rities should  take  more  active  measures  to 
preserve  the  peace  at  the  Custom  House  steps 
on  Sunday." 

That  occurred  on  21st  May,  and  one 
would  suppose  that  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  would  have  done  some- 
thing in  the  interval  to  see  that  decent 
order  was  maintained.  They  knew  what 
had  been  going  on  the  previous  Sunday, 
and  that  the  same  class  of  thing  had  been 
going  on  for  six  months.  But  what  did 
they  do  1  On  the  following  Sunday — 
that  is,  last  Sunday-  at  the  same  place 
where  this  poor  man  was  killed,  and 
within  two  days  after  the  inquest  had 
been  held  upon  him,  another  gentleman 
turned  up,  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  A 
friend  of  mine,  whose  name  I  can  give  if 
necessary,  writes  me  to  the  following 
effect  on  the  29th  May  :— 

••  Referring  to  my  letter  of  27th  regarding 
the  conduct  at  Custom  House  step,  Belfast, 
yesterday  Trew  repeated  what  Baliantine  had 
said  the  previous  Sunday  about  the  immoral 
relations  between  priests  and  nuns,  and  said 
very  likely  Finegan  (the  coroner)  had  himself 
a  latch-key  for  the  back  door  of  the  convent.'- 

That  was  the  language  of  a  Christian 
apostle!  Then— this  is  important,  because 
it  bears  out  absolutely  all  I  have  said  in 
regard  to  the  Belfast  mob — 

•'  he  then  referred  to  the  coming  demonstra- 
tion, and  said  the  rebels  would  be  kept  to  the 
slums,  but  the  anti-deinonstration  would  make 
the  soldiers  and  police  keep  the  city  of  Belfast 
proper  for  them,  they  would  march  where  they 
chose  and  show  that  they  were  the  masters  of 
Pelfast.  The  constabulary  sports  are  to  be 
held  next  Saturday.  He  advises  them  as 
Protestants  not  to  support  them,  but  on  Satur- 
day they  would  assemble  and  march  to  the 
grounds  where  the  sports  are  to  be  held,  for 
what  purpose  he  did  not  exactly  specify.  But 
previous  to  this  he  said  he  understood  amongst 
other  flags  over  the  tents  on  the  ground  there 
would  be  a  green  flag,  '  and  I  promise  you  that 
flag  will  come  down  more  quickly  than  the 
police  ran  down  the  Shankill  Road  last  June.'  " 

That  was  a  reference  to  the  occasion  when 
the  mob  hunted  the  police  down  the 
Shankill  Road,  and  when  three  policemen 
were  carried  to  the  hospital  after  a 
furious  riot. 

"  He  then  proceeded  to  deliberately  incite  to 
murder.    Here  are  his  words:— 'Now,  there 

Mr.  Dillon. 


I  are  a  number  of  rebel  bands  coming  from 
\  Dublin  and  other  places  for  the  rebel 
demonstration.  Some  will  come  on  Saturday 
evening  and  some  on  Sunday  evening.  The 
j  train  leaves  Dublin  at  5.20  and  arrives  at  the 
j  Great  Northern  Railway  here  at  9  o'clock,  and 
I  I  hope  you  will  be  there  to  give  them  a  hot 
|  reception.' " 

Is  that  language  which,  in  a  city  like 
Belfast,  ought  to  be  used  1    One  of  the 
reasons  why  I  have  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  is  that  such  language  has  been 
allowed.    Are  these  murderous  ruffians— 
for  that  is  the  only  appropriate  word  to 
employ — to  be  permitted  to  lie  in  wait  at 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  station  to 
I  attack  the  Nationalists  ?    Is  there  any 
1  decent  pretext  why  the  authorities  should 
I  not  prevent  these  things  ? 

!    "  Surely  the  Government  will  send  an  extra 
force  of  police.    The  town  is  seething  with 
,  excitement.    The  result  of  not  sending  extra 
I  police  would  be  that  more  than  half  the  men 
;  on  ordinary  beat  duty  in  the  streets  would 
be  drawn  away,  whereas  in  every  portion  of 
the  town  they  would  require  to  be  doubled, 
and  in  some  places  trebled.    This  is  an  im- 
portant point,  and  should  be  strongly  urged. 
At  all  these  times  there  occur  very  bad  cases 
_  of  assault  in  many  parts  of  the  city  owing 
j  to  the  want  of  sufficient  police  patrols.  I 
omitted  to  state  that  Trew  wound  up  by  a 
(  furious  tirade  upon  the  police,  the  result  of 
which  was  a  furious  onslaught  on  the  police- 
men present,  and  for  a  length  of  time  there 
!  was  furious  rioting,  the  mob  throwing  stones 
j  in  the  most  desperate  manner  at  the  police, 
'  and  the  police  repeatedly  charged." 

Seven  or  eight  men  were  arrested  and 
brought  up  Defore  the  magistrates  next 
;  morning,  when  the  police-sergeant  gave 
evidence  as  to  Trew's  presence  in  the  mob, 
and  that   800  men  pursued  two  men 
i  a  great  distance  amid  continuous  vol- 
J  leys  of  stones.    Brave  Belfast  men ! 
|  One  thing  I  am  entitled  to  ask,  and  that 
is,  What  measures  are  the  Government 
i  going  to  take  for  the  preservation  of  the 
j  peace  on  Sunday  and  on  Monday  next  ? 
j  On  the  Monday  there  is  to  be  a  great 
i  Nationalist  demonstration  in  Belfast.  It 
j  was  announced  to  take  place  four  weeks 
ago.  As  they  did  last  year,  the  organisers 
have  left  the  order  of  route  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  magistrates  of  Belfast.  They 
I  are  going  to  follow  the  route  so  laid 
!  down,  avoiding  the  Protestar  quarters. 
1  Last  week,  under  the  inspiration  of  the 
gentleman  whose  language  I  have  quoted, 
a  counter  demonstration  was  organised, 
and  the  intention  is  announced  that  they 
will  traverse  Belfast,  not  by  a  route  fixed 
by  the  Magistrates,  but  at  their  own  sweet 
will,  so  that  the  "rascally  rebels"  are 
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to  be  kept  to  the  slums.  More  than  that, 
they  have  chosen  a  route  so  that  they 
wfll  cross  a  main  avenue  up  which,  a  few 
minutes  before,  the  Nationalists  will  be 
marching.  Is  it  to  be  tolerated  that  this 
Orange  mob  are  to  be  permitted  to  march 
hither  and  thither  in  every  direction  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  a  riot  ?  It  is  not 
because  I  am  speaking  for  the  Nationalists 
of  Belfast  that  I  take  this  step.  The 
Nationalists  of  Belfast  have  on  many 
occasions  done  things  of  which  I  dis- 
approved. Once  they  maintained  a 
riot  for  weeks  against  odds.  But  is 
that  civilisation  ?  Ought  not  any 
Government  to  be  ashamed  who  will 
not  secure  the  right  of  the  people  of 
Belfast  to  walk  in  peace  through  the 
streets  of  their  own  city  ?  When  I  re- 
mind the  House  of  what  occurred  last 
year,  it  will  be  admitted  that  I  am  justi- 
fied in  the  action  I  have  taken  to-day.  I 
then  went  down  to  Belfast  to  a  Nationa- 
list demonstration.  I  must  acknowledge 
the  most  creditable  and  courageous 
language  used  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Belfast,  who  denounced  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  own  friends,  and  con- 
demned any  interference  with  the 
Nationalist  demonstration.  The  Nationa- 
lists, he  said,  have  as  good  a  right  to  walk 
through  the  streets  of  Belfast  as  the 
Orangemen,  and  he  said  he  would 
spend  a  month  in  gaol  in  order  to  vindi- 
dicate  their  right  to  march  through  the 
streets  of  Belfast.  Well,  till  last  year, 
no  riots  had  taken  place  for  years.  It  is 
no  answer  to  my  argument  to  say,*'  Wh^ 
don't  the  Nationalists  give  up  their 
meetings?'  I  reply,  'Why  don't  the 
Orangemen  give  up  their  meetings  ? ' 
Why  should  the  citizens  of  this  free 
country  give  up  their  rights  in  deference 
to  the  threats  of  a  scoundrel  like  that 
whose  language  I  have  quoted?  They 
have  as  good  a  right  to  meet  as  any 
citizens  of  this  country,  so  long  as  they 
conduct  themselves  decently  and  conform 
to  the  regulations.  It  is  idle  to  speak 
of  the  Nationalists  being  responsible. 
It  is  the  business  of  the  Government  not 
to  allow  these  Orangemen  to  put  down 
the  Nationalist  meeting  announced  three 
weeks  ago,  and  to  maintain  the  peace, 
and  I  have  a  right  to  demand  that  the 
Government  should  do  so.  Well,  last 
year  I  was  informed  that  if  I  went  to 
Belfast  I  would  be  murdered.  Several 
letters  to  that  effect  were  sent  to  me. 
And  other  Nationalists  were  warned  that 


if  they  went  there  they  would  not  come 
out  alive.  However,  I  went  to  Belfast 
and  found  that  the  magistrates  had  laid 
down  the  route  of  the  Catholic  procession. 
But  in  deference  to  the  threats  of  the 
mob  the  magistrates  altered  the  route 
of  the  procession,  and  acting  on  my 
advice  the  Nationalists  consented  to  the 
change,  and  at  the  last  moment  they  had, 
consequently,  to  alter  all  their  arrange- 
ments. What  was  the  result  ?  There 
were  more  than  10,000  men  in  the  line  of 
procession  and  an  enormous  multitude  at 
the  sides.  The  police  force  was  utterly 
inadequate,  but  the  Protestant  mob  were 
afraid  to  attack  the  procession  for  two 
reasons — first,  because  the  Catholics  were 
more  numerous,  and,  second,  because  the 
fighting  iron  men  were  at  work.  When 
the  procession  was  over  the  Nationalists 
went  home  peaceably,  but  hours  after- 
wards the  iron  men  joined  the  Protestant 
mob,  and  they  attacked  the  police  so 
furiously  that  103  policemen  had  tc 
be  carried  to  the  hospital,  where 
their  wounds  were  dressed.  At  the 
time  the  attack  was  made  on  the 
police,  there  was  not  a  sign  of  the 
Catholic  demonstration.  The  mob  of 
Belfast  warned  the  executive  Government 
that  they  wonld  not  allow  any  extra 
police  to  be  brought  in,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate police  force  were  utterly  insufficient 
to  cope  with  the  enormous  fighting  crowd 
sweeping  through  the  streets.  Order 
was  not  restored  until  the  military 
appeared,  and  then  they  cheered  the 
military  and  shook  hands  with  them. 
Now,  is  this  going  to  be  repeated  on 
Monday  next?  Are  the  police  of  Belfast 
to  be  hammered  by  these  ruffians  without 
any  reinforcements,  or  is  the  Govern- 
ment going  to  bring  in  such  an  over- 
whelming force  as  will  teach  these  people 
once  and  for  all  that  they  must  keep  the 
peace,  and  behave  like  civilized  human 
beings,  or  stand  the  consequences  ?  They 
are  a  very  bad  mob  on  both  sides,  and  a 
Protestant  mob,  like  all  disorderly  mobs, 
do  very  cowardly  things,  as  I  have  shown 
from  the  extract  I  have  read.  The  worst 
thing  that  an  executive  Government  ever 
did  if  they  wished  to  keep  the  peace,  was 
to  put  into  the  minds  of  the  Orange  mob 
at  Belfast  that  they  were  afraid  of  them. 
If  Mr.  Trew  and  Mr.  Ballantine  are  to  be 
allowed  to  lay  down  the  law  to  the 
magistrates  of  Belfast  and  the  executive 
Government,  then  you  may  prepare  for 
a  very  lively  time  in  Belfast. 
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Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  "—(Mr. 
Dillon). 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  has  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  to  call  attention  to 
what  he  calls  a  matter  of  public 
urgency,  which  I  take  to  be,  the  lan- 
guage used  by  a  Mr.  Ballantine  on  the 
Custom  House  steps,  Belfast,  on  Sunday. 
But  the  hon  Member  did  not  confine  him- 
self to  that  matter.  He  has  devoted  the 
larger  part  of  his  speech  to  events  which 
happened  last  year,  and  events  which 
may  possibly  happen  on  Monday  next.  I 
will  deal  very  shortly  with  what  I  under- 
stand to  be  the  pith  of  the  matter  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  called  attention  in 
moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  In 
reply  to  a  question  by  the  hon.  Member 
I  stated  that  the  subject  was  being  con- 
sidered by  me.  I  have  only  re- 
ceived the  depositions  of  the  Coroner 
this  morning  in  connection  with  the 
loss  of  life  that  has  taken  place  in 
consequence  of  the  disturbance  at  the 
Customs  House.  The  hon.  Member  says 
he  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
in  order  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon 
the  Government  with  regard  to  the  forth- 
coming meeting  at  Belfast.  Sir,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  is  likely  to 
influence  the  Government  by  his  speech, 
nor  are  we  likely  to  be  helped  by  the 
interposition  of  the  hon.  Member  in  the 
character  of  a  supporter  of  law  and  order. 
As  to  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Ballan- 
tine, I  think  that  even  the  language  of 
the  hon.  Member  himself  is  hardly 
stronger  than  the  occasion  needed,  when 
the  hon.  Member  says  that  Mr.  Ballan- 
tine is  the  representative  of  the  Orthodox 
Church  in  Ireland.  Sir,  I  feel  quite  sure 
that  the  number  of  persons  in  Belfast 
who  sympathise  with  the  outrageous 
language  used  by  Mr.  Ballantine  must 
be  small  indeed.  But  holding  that  view  as 
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I  do,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  now  what 
course  it  would  be  wise  and  proper  for  the 
Government  to  take.  I  must  have  time 
to  deal  with  the  matter.  I  am  com- 
municating with  the  authorities  on  the 
other  side  of  St.  George's  Channel  in 
order  to  enable  the  Government  to  fully 
consider  the  matter.  I  have  only  had 
the  opportunity  of  considering  the  depo- 
sitions taken  by  the  coroner  this  morning, 
after  my  return  from  a  holiday,  and, 
therefore,  I  am  not  now,  on  a  motion  for 
the  adjournment,  going  to  give  a  dif- 
ferent answer  from  what  I  have  given 
already  to  a  question  put  by  the  hon. 
Member.  In  connection  with  the  event* 
of  last  Sunday,  six  men  have  been  con- 
demned to  different  periods  of  imprison- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  has  complained 
with  reference  to  the  disturbances  and 
riots  of  last  year — in  which  he  was  a 
leader,  if  not  a  prominent  member— that 
the  Government  have  not  brought  a  suf- 
ficient force  of  police  into  Belfast.  I  would 
remind  him  that  a  Commission  inquired 
into  the  riots  of  1886,  and  investi. 
gated  all  the  details,  and  reported 
that  it  was  not  desirable  to  draft 
police  from  the  surrounding  districts 
into  the  city,  because  doing  so  would  be 
provocative  of  more  harm  than  good. 
The  magistrates  and  the  Government 
have  subsequently  deemed  it  advisable  to 
employ  both  the  military  and  the  police 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  and  this 
they  did  last  year  when  the  two  pro- 
cessions took  place.  But  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  Mr.  Trew  has,  acting  on  the 
advice  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Belfast,  agreed  to  abandon  the 
counter-demonstration.  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  that  the 
Government  are  fully  alive  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  position,  and  will  take  steps 
to  deal  with  any  disturbance  that  may 
arise. 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  73  ;  Noes, 
125  (Division  List  No.  165). 
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Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Billeon,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Broad  hu  rets  Henry 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B  (Caithness-.*) 
Colville,  John 
Crombie,  John  William 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Ee  roomie,  Sir  Thomas 
Farqnharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 


AYES. 

Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York.W.R.) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvons. ) 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cumb.) 
Leese,SirJ.  F.  (Accrington.) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Gbee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Morgan,  J  Lloyd  Carmarthen 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pickeregill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington,  SirG.  A.(Lan.  SW) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 


Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Roberts,  J.  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.  (Hddsfd.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  James 
O'Connor. 


Ascroft,  Robert 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  ( Manch'r) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,  W  WBramston  ( Hants. ) 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,  T.Gibson(King,sLynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt,  Hon.  St  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
CampbelLRt.Hn.  J  A  (Glasgow 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cochrane,  Hon.  ThoaH.  A.  E. 
Cog  hill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,SirJohnCharlesReady 
Courtney.  Rt.  Hon.  Leonard H. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cubitt,Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Vicount 
Dalbiae,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  8ir  Charles 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellow  es,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Ed  ward 
Fenniseon,RtHn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edraond 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 


NOES. 

Flower,  Ernest 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene.HenryD.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton, Rt  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Wm. 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby.  Sir  William  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas.  H.  Cecil 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Lawies 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  ("apt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
I^afone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence.SirE.D«irning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Llewelyn,SirDill  wyn-iSwosea 
Lockwood,  Lt-Cof.  A.R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.ColCharlesW.  (Evesham 
Long,  Rt.HnWalter(  Liverpool 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Iver,SirLewis  ( Edinboro',  W 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mifwaid,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
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Morton,  ArthurH.A.Deptford 
Murray,  RtHnAGraham(Bute 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nuasey,  Thomas  Willans 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes  Newton 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Priestley,SirW.Overend(Edin 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  ■  Limehonse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sidebotham,  J.  W .  (Cheshire) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Tomlinson.Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valenlia,  Viscount 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Welhy,  Lieu. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
WiIliams,JosenhPowell-(Birm 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,  Rt  Hon  E  R(Bath 
Wyndham,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruthej-aC 
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SUPPLY  [11th  Alloted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1899-90. 

Revenue  Departments. 

made  and  Question 


pro- 


1.  Motion 
posed — 

M  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £5,522,885 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the 
charges  necessary  for  the  salaries  and  expenses 
of  the  Post  Office,  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Banks,  Annuities  and  Securities,  and  the 
collection  of  Post  Office  revenue." 


!  done.  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
also  stated  that  a  telegraphist  was  not 
!  any  more  than  a  typewriter.  He  gives 
I  his  own  case  away,  because  in  a  later 
I  part  of  his  speech,  he  himself  says  that 
I  no  work  is  more  complicated  than  the 
i  work  of  the  Post  Office.  If  the  work  is 
i  complicated  and  technical,  it  must  require 
great  skill.  If  it  does  not  require  great 
skill,  it  cannot  be  of  that  complicated 
I  character  which  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  admits  it  is.  The  best  reply  to 
the  statement  that  a  telegraphist  is  no 
more  than  a  typist  is  the  reply  of 
practical  men  who  have  knowledge  of 
the  subject.    Dr.  Walmsley,  C.E.,  says  :— 

"  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Han  bury 's  state- 
ment. The  whole  idea  of  offering  additional 
advantages  to  the  operators  who  qua'ify  in  a 
scientific  examination  proves  that  the  work 
requires  a  knowledge  of  applied  science.'" 

Professor  Jefferson,  who  has  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  telegraphy  since  1873,  says  : 


Mr.  STEADMAN  (Stepney) :  I  rise  , 

for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  attention 

of  the  Committee  to  the  dissatisfaction 

which  exists  in  every  department  of  the 

Post  Office  service,  in  order  to  try  if ! 

possible  to  secure  what  I  consider  a  very  i  .    .  . 

„~  A^n»A  fka   an™int  i     "  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  work  requires  far 

reasonable   demand,  viz.,  the  appoint-  i  monj  tecl,nic^,  skill  than  that  of  a  tv',)ewritcr. 

ment  of  a  Committee  composed  of  Mem-  i  ^  personally  vouch  for  the  fact  that  the 

bers  of  this  House,  to  go  into  the  various  efficiency  of  telegraphies  Mai,  greatly  increased 


Sievances  of  the  Post  Office  employees, 
n  the  discussion  on  the  Amendment  on 
this  subject  which  was  moved  to  the 
Address,  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
stated  that  a  Departmental  Committee 
had  reported,  as  had  also  another  Com- 
mittee, composed  of  himself  and  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  that  therefore 
no  further  Committee  was  necessary  or 


of  late  years.'' 
Mr.  Preece  and  other  scientific  men  have 
expressed  a  similar  opinion.  We  are  told 
that  the  telegraphist  is  apprenticed,  and 
learns  his  trade,  practically  at  the  expense 
of  the  State.  In  the  first  place,  the 
telegraphist  starts  as  a  lad  of  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years.  He  has  to  give  five 
years'  service    to    the  State,   and  re- 


required.    But  I  should  like  to  point  out  ceives  only  a  very  few  shillings  a  week, 


that  both  these  Committees  were  un- 
satisfactory to  the  employees.  It  stands 
to  reason  that  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee composed  of  officials,  which  con- 
tained only  one  impartial  member — a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Lords — could 
not  be  satisfactory  to  the  160,000  male 
and  female  employees  in  the  Post  Office 
service.  I  know  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  stated  that  Members  of 
this  House  had  no  technical  knowledge 


and  after  five  years  he  gets  the  magnifi- 
cent salary  of  21s.  a  week.  Is  that 
apprenticeship  at  the  expense  of  the 
State  ?  Thousands  of  lads  are  apprenticed 
to  British  employers,  and  not  only  learn 
their  trade,  but  receive  a  salary  quite 
equal  to  that  paid  to  the  lads  in  the  Post 
Office,  and  after  five  or  seven  years  they 
are  not  asked  to  accept  a  wage  of  21s.  a 
week.  They  demand  and  receive  the 
minimum   wage   fixed  by  their  trade 


of  the  work  of  the  Post  Office.  That  is  j  union,  and  agreed  to  by  the  employers, 
quite  true.  I  do  not  presume  to  have  ~" 
any  technical  or  practical  knowledge  of 
the  various  departments  of  the  Post  Office. 
Members  of  this  House  may  not  have 
the  technical  knowledge  possessed  by 
Mr.  Card  en  and  other  heads  of  depart- 
ments, yet  it  does  not  follow  that  if 
these  gentlemen  appeared  before  an  inde- 
pendent committee,  composed  of  Mem- 


The  lads  in  the  Post  Office  no  more  learn 
their  trade  at  the  expense  of  the  State 
than  thousands  of  other  lads  apprenticed 
to  private  employers.  They  get  an 
increment  of  £6  per  annum,  and  as  the 
result  of  a  conference  between  the 
Postmaster  -  General  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  they  are 
allowed  a  double   increment   on  con- 


bers  of  this  House,  they  might  not  be  dition  that  they  learn  to  perform 
able  to  make  their  defence  more  clear  extra  duty  in  the  shape  of  sorting ;  hut 
and  definite  than  they  have  hitherto  the  restrictions  are  so  strong  at  the 
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present  moment  that  40  per  cent,  of  the 
employees  in  the  Post  Office  are  not 
receiving  the  double  increment.  Look 
at  the  sweating  that  goes  on.  An 
advertisement  was  issued  a  short  time 
ago  for  two  practised  sorting  and  tele- 
graph clerks  at  Cambridge,  with  a 
knowledge  of  postal  work,  and  expected 
to  be  educated  young  men,  and  they  were 
offered  the  magnificent  salary  of  16s.  a 
week,  which  works  out  at  the  rate  of  4d. 
per  hour.  I  now  come  to  the  case 
of  the  postmen.  They  are  allowed,  as  a 
result  of  the  Tweedmouth  Committee, 
to  get  six  stripes  instead  of  three. 
They  have  to  wait  five  years  between 
each  stripe,  so  that  before  a  man  can 
reach  the  maximum,  he  has  to  be  in  the 
service  thirty  years  with  an  unblemished 
character.  For  the  least  trifling  thing 
the  officials  put  the  postmen  back,  so  that 
very  few  live  to  receive  even  four  stripes. 
One  case  to  which  I  might  refer  was  that 
of  a  rural  postman  who,  in  the  course  of 
his  round,  had  to  go  through  a  private 
farm  road  to  deliver  letters  at  the  farm 
house.  One  day,  when  he  was  half  way 
up  the  road,  he  met  a  person  whom  he 
thought  was  a  servant  at  the  farm,  to 
whom  he  handed  the  letter  which  he  had 
to  deliver.  For  this  he  was  reported  to 
the  post  office.  At  this  time  his  stripe 
was  almost  due,  and  the  result  was  that 
instead  of  securing  his  stripe  in  March 
last  he  must  now  wait  until  1902.  If  he 
makes  one  mistake  between  this  and  then 
I  suppose  he  will  be  put  still  further  back. 
Many  postmen  now  are  only  in  receipt  of 
two  or  three  stripes  where  they  ought  to 
be  in  receipt  of  the  maximum.  Another 
case  to  which  I  might  refer  was  a  case  of 
H.  C.  Simmons,  a  postman  who  was 
transferred  from  Helensburgh,  in  Scot- 
land, to  Sutton,  in  Surrey.  At  the  time 
he  was  transferred  he  was  entitled  to  a 
stripe,  and  the  postmaster  at  Helens- 
burgh actually  paid  him  5s.  lOd.  due  as 
stripe  money.  On  his  transfer  he  applied 
to  the  postmaster  at  Sutton  for  his  stripe. 
That  gentleman,  however,  knew  nothing 
about  the  matter,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  the  man  has  not  received  his  stripe. 
The  next  case  is  the  case  of  a  mail-cart 
postman  in  the  rural  districts.  In  the 
course  of  his  speech  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  said  that  the  average  allowed 
for  horses  and  carts  was  20s.  and  23s.  a 
week,  but  the  information  I  have  shows 
that  the  amount  was  8s.  and  lis.  a  week 
respectively,  and  in  one  case,  where  there 
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'  was  a  vacancy,  it  cost  the  Government 
!  £3  a  week  for  the  loan  of  a  horse  and 
I  cart.   With  reference  to  Christmas  boxes, 
I  it  was  said  that  the  Post  Office  did  not 
!  take  that  into  consideration  when  fixing 
wages,  but  Mr.  Lewin  Hill,  in  his  evidence 
I  before  the  Tweedmouth  Commission,  gave 
j  quite  another  version ;  whilst  in  their 
1  findings  the  Committee  said  if  they  had 
seen  their  way  to  do  away  with  the 
i  system  of  Christmas  boxes  in  favour  of 
I  some  better  system  they  would  certainly 
■  have  done  so.  Not  only  in  the  Telegraph 
I  department  and  among  the  postmen,  but 
among  the  clerks  and  engineers,  discon- 
I  tent  exists  in  the  postal  service.  Com- 
I  plaints  are  made  that  there  is  a  larger 
:  number  of  men  employed  on  the  unestab- 
I  lished  staff  than  are  employed  on  the 
establishment.  Some  have  been  employed 
i  for  15  years,  and  when  they  apply  to 
.  be  put  on  the  establishment  they  are  told 
I  there  are  no  vacancies.  Another  important 
point  is  the  right  of  combination.  These 
I  men  have  a  number  of  organisations  in 
i  existence,  but  what  is  the  use  of  organisa- 
!  tions  if  the  heads  of  them  are  not  recog- 
nised by  the  department  ?    I  am  sorry 
that  the   name    of    Mr.   Cleary  has 
{  been    imported    into    the  discussion, 
because  the  retiring  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  I  am  sure,  would  not  wil- 
fully misinform  the  House,  with  reference 
to  that  gentleman ;  but  whoever  was 
responsible  for  the  information  with  which 
j  the  right  hon  Gentleman  was  supplied  un- 
doubtedly misled  him.    Mr.  Cleary  was 
'  never  refused  admission  at  the  Trades 
[  Union  Congress  at  Belfast.    His  creden- 
tials were  very  closely  examined  and 
were  accepted  as  satisfactory,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  the  sorters  have 
always  been  represented  at  the  Con- 
gresses.    They   have  now,   I  believe, 
elected  Mr.  Cleary  to  represent  them  at 
Plymouth.     There  are  two  plans  of 
action  which  these  men  can  adopt :  they 
can  strike,  or  they  can  appeal  to  this 
House  for  justice.    The  state  of  things 
now  is  entirely  altered  from  the  state  of 
things  which  existed  in  1894  at  the  time 
of  the  postmen's  strike ;  men  now  in 
every  department  have  their  organisation 
I  which  represents  the  great  majority  of  the 
'  people  there,  and  if  they  strike  they 
paralyse  the  whole  postal  system.  The 
!  right     hon.    Gentleman     shakes  his 
head,  but  if  the  telegraphists  went  out 
tc-morrow  they  could  not  be  replaced. 
God   forbid    that    I    should  advocate 

i    D  2 
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that  they  should  go  out  on  strike  ;  I 
have  never  advocated  a  strike  in  my  life  ; 
but,  while  I  think  that  if  a  man  cannot  get 
his  just  demands  he  is  entitled  to  strike,  I 
look  for  the  time  to  come  when  these 
men  will  be  able  to  get  justice  from  this 
House,  and  strikes  will  be  done  away 
with.  All  these  organisations  right 
through  the  departments  have  their 
coaches  and  organisers  ;  true,  they  are  not 
yet  directly  represented  here  in  this 
House,  but  they  have  friends  here 
who  are  prepared  to  take  up  their 
quarrels.  Mr.  Lewin  Hill,  after  retiring  on 
a  very  good  pension,  denounced  these  men 
and  said  they  ought  to  be  disfranchised, 
but  I  doubt  if  any  Government  would 
follow  the  suggestion.  They  have  every 
right  to  the  franchise,  but  the  intimida- 
tion which  they  have  to  put  up  with  is 
simply  scandalous. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston) :  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  me  the  names 
with  regard  to  this,  the  matter  shall  be 
inquired  into. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  :  Hitchcock  is  one 
name.  Look  at  the  case  of  Mr.  Rash, 
whose  increment  was  at  first  stopped  be- 
cause he  was  an  official  of  the  men's 
organisation.  Now  that  he  has  got  his 
increment  they  are  watching  him  about 
as  if  he  was  a  felon  instead  of  an  honest 
workman  employed  by  the  State. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  This  is  a  well- 
known  case,  which  has  been  very  care- 
fully inquired  into,  and  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  is  entirely 
mistaken  in  the  statement  which  he  has 
just  made  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  am  only  going 
on  the  facts  which  have  been  placed  at 
my  disposal.  I  accept  the  explanation  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  hear  that  it  is  not  so.  I  hope 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will  con- 
cede what  these  men  are  asking,  which  is 
simply  for  an  opportunity  of  appearing  be- 
fore a  Committee  composed  of  Members 
of  this  House  in  order  that  they  may 
state  their  grievances.  I  know  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  already  stated  that  1 
two  Committees  have  been  appointed  to  1 
consider  this  question,  and  he  further , 
asked  what  guarantee  was  there  that  this 
new  Committee  would  satisfy  the  Post 
Mr.  Steadman.  I 


Office  employees.  My  opinion  is  that 
they  will  be  satisfied  with  this  Committee, 
and  there  will  be  an  end  to  the  matter. 
If  this  is  not  done,  they  will  go  on  agitat- 
ing until  the  Committee  is  appointed, 
and  it  might  just  as  well  be  appointed 
first  as  last.  If  the  men  have  no  case,  so 
much  the  worse  for  the  men,  and  so  much 
the  better  for  the  Government.  Seeing 
that  these  men  are  the  faithful  servants 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  bring 
into  the  revenue  three  or  four  million 
sterling  per  annum,  I  think  they  are 
worthy  of  the  just  consideration  of  this 
House,  and  I  move  that  item  A  be  re- 
duced by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of 
the  Postmaster-General. 

Motion  made  and  resolution  proposed— 

"  That  item  A  (salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100, 
in  iespect  of  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster- 
General." — (Mr.  Steadman.) 

♦Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  desire  to  speak  for  a  few  moments  on 
this  question,  because  I  feel  that  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman — who  we  all 
acknowledge  to  be  one  of  the  most  fair- 
minded  men  who  ever  sat  on  that  bench 
— would  consent  to  this  inquiry  he  would 
not  only  be  making  his  own  path 
smoother,  but  would  be  doing  a  great 
public  service.  These  officials  do  not  feel 
that  they  have  been  treated  with  justice, 
and  it  is  most  galling  to  Members  of  this 
House  to  be  approached  and  constantly 
assailed  by  these  demands  for  justice  by 
members  of  the  Postal  Department  and 
of  the  Telegraph  Department,  who  com- 
plain that  they  have  not  received  justice 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Now 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  when  deal- 
ing with  this  subject  last  year, 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  tele- 
graphists were  men  who  were  not  per- 
forming work  of  such  a  skilful  character 
as  had  been  made  out.  These  men  are 
placed  in  charge  of  delicate  apparatus. 
They  are  supposed  not  only  to  understand 
it,  but  also  to  be  able  to  detect  faults  and 
put  them  right.  They  have  now  to  per- 
form duties  which,  when  they  first 
entered  the  service,  were  done  by  skilled 
officers,  and,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  con- 
tended that  they  are  not  performing 
labour  of  a  very  high-class  character. 
They  are  men  who  must  have  not  only 
mental  quickness  but  physical  dexterity, 
and  they  have  to  do  their  labour  under 
great  pressure.  They  claim  that  they  are 
treated  on  a  par  with  those  who  perform 
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a  class  of  work  which  is  not  quite  of  such 
a  high  order.  These  men  perform  very 
difficult  duties,  which  require  considerable 
experience  to  enable  them  to  perform. 
With  regard  to  these  five  years'  men  the 
Tweedmouth  Committee  was  asked  to  re- 
commend that  these  men  should  receive 
from  248.  to  28s.  per  week,  and  they  con- 
sider that  the  whole  question  has  been 
evaded,  and  in  this  way.  They  have 
allowed  an  employee  after  twenty-one 
years  of  age  to  have  an  increment  yearly 
of  some  £6,  if  he  learns  sorting,  and  fur- 
ther on  another  increment  of  another  £6, 
but  this  does  not  meet  the  question  in  any 
way.  These  men  have  to  pass  u  special 
examination,  and  to  prove  that  this  test  is 
not  a  farce  I  may  say  that  only  46  per 
cent,  of  the  candidates  succeed  in  pass- 
ing the  examination.  These  men  nave 
to  prepare  for  this  examination  in  their 
own  time,  and  what  they  were  given  to 
expect  they  would  obtain  by  the  Tweed 
mouth  Commission  they  have  not  yet 
obtained.  The  other  class  who,  I  think, 
have  a  certain  grievance  are  the  operators, 
who  complain  that  they  are  debarred 
from  obtaining  the  maximum  rate  of 
£190  per  annum.  These  men  entered 
the  service  in  view  of  the  statement 
placed  before  them  by  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners,  and  they  were  given  to 
understand  that  they  had  a  prospect  of 
rising  to  £190  per  annum.  What  is  the 
answer  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gives  to  that  ?  It  is  that  owing  to  a 
system  of  classification  being  done  away 
with,  and  the  first  and  second  class  being 
amalgamated,  a  special  class  has  been 
formed,  and  the  men  can  obtain  promo- 
tion to  that  class.  But  the  difficulty  of 
getting  into  that  class  is  so  great  that 
practically  the  majority  of  the  men  remain 
at  a  maximum  of  £160  per  year,  whereas 
they  were  led  to  believe  that  they  could 
attain  a  maximum  of  £190.  Now  a  man 
has  to  serve  something  like  twenty  years 
before  he  can  obtain  the  sum  of 
£160,  and,  therefore,  promotion  is 
practically  impossible.  In  Liverpool  the 
time  for  promotion  is  about  1 7  years  for 
men  in  the  Postal  Department,  com- 
pared with  some  27  for  the  telegraphists. 
The  telegraphists  are,  in  this  respect, 
placed  in  a  worse  position  than  the 
men  in  the  Postal  Department,  although 
it  is  admitted  that  they  perform  work  of 
a  slightly  superior  character.  The  Tweed- 
mouth  Commission  recommended  that  the 
want  of  uniformity  of  the  work  should  be 


no  barrier  to  promotion.  It  has  been  ar- 
gued with  respect  to  the  telegraphists 
that  there  is  no  market  value  of 
labour  to  go  by,  but  it  is  well 
known  that  the  men  employed  by 
the  Eastern  Telegraph  Company  perform 
practically  the  same  work.  They  must 
be  men  of  a  slightly  higher  class  and 
superior  as  operators,  but  they  are  able  to 
obtain  £204  per  annum,  and  the  average 
service  for  that  salary  is  some  1 9  years. 
Therefore,  the  Government  treat  their 
public  servants  unfairly  as  compared  with 
the  outside  labour  market.  Now  I  come 
to  the  question  of  finality.  If  a  Com- 
mittee were  now  appointed  I  think  it 
would  lead  to  the  closing  of  the  whole 
question.  I  think  it  is  degrading  not 
only  to  the  Government,  but  also  to  the 
.Members  of  this  House,  to  be  constantly 
assailed  in  regard  to  these  grievances  in 
many  instances  by  our  own  constituents. 
I  do  not  believe  that  I  have  any 
constituents  connected  with  the  telegraph 
departments,  but  many  hon.  Members 
have  been  approached  by  these  men,  who 
demand  what  they  believe  to  be  just  and 
proper.  I  am  compelled  to  admit  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  met  the  men 
very  fairly  on  what  is  known  as  the 
Norfolk-Hanbury  Commission,  and  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  will 
agree  with  me  that  on  that  Commission 
I  gave  him  loyal  support.  In  the  in- 
terests of  the  House  and  of  the  public 
service  this  matter  should  be  placed  at 
rest  at  once.  I  have  always  spoken  in 
defence  of  public  servants  in  this  House, 
and  I  l>elievc  that  they  are  being  unfairly 
treated.  It  is  well  known  that  they  have 
not  the  same  power  of  combination  as 
other  men  have  in  the  outside  world. 
Therefore,  it  is  due  to  these  men  that 
their  position  should  be  investigated  by 
Members  of  this  House.  If  after  inves- 
tigation h<-is  taken  place  and  justice  has 
been  done  by  this  House,  further  agita- 
tion takes  place,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  that  he  will  have  no  more 
cordial  supporter  than  myself.  I  am 
confident  that  this  concession  will  not 
only  give  satisfaction  to  the  men  con- 
cerned, but  also  to  the  service  generally. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

*'  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100 
in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster- 
Geneial."—  {Mr.  Stead  man). 

SikW.  CAMERON  GULL  (Devon- 
shire, Barnstaple):  There  are  just  two 
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or  three  points  to  which  I  desire  to ;  after  themselves,  surely  a  late  letter-box 
allude.   The  first  is  the  principle  by  which  can  do  the  same.    A  very  large  sum  of 
the  wages  of  postmen  in  county  towns  money  is  given  by  the  public  for  gratuities 
are  fixed.    I  believe  there  are  five  diffe-  to  guards  and   other  non-Post  Office 
rent  scales  granted  to  postmen,  and  their  servants  for  looking  after  mail  bags 
wages  are  fixed  in  some  cases  according  and    parcels,    and    if    it  is   only  a 
to  the  population  of  the  town  in  question,   question     of     the    safe    custody  of 
That  is  a  very  clear  and  distinct  principle,  these  boxes,  I  think  it  is  very  easy, 
but  now,  apparently,  another  principle  is  by  granting  a  small  extra  sum  of  money, 
being  introduced,  and  that  is  the  cost  of  to  see  that  these  boxes  are  adequately 
living,  which  is  one  of  very  considerable  protected,  and  it  would  be  undoubtedly 
difficulty.    The  Post  Office,  apparently,  a  great  convenience  if  a  late  letter-box 
are  not  now  dealing  with  the  wages  of  could  be  attached  to  these  trains.  This 
postmen  either  on  the  one  principle  or  on  would  bo  very  convenient  to  the  outlying 
the  other.    In  a  case  which  I  brought  districts,  where  there  is  very  often  only 
before  the  authorities  some  time  ago,  on  a  short  space  of  time  to  answer  letters 
the  principle  of  population,  the  postmen  [  before  the  mail  goes,  and  the  extra  hour 
were  entitled  to  a  much  higher  scale  of  or  so  which  a  late  letter-box  would  give 
wages  ;   and    another  case  had  been  i  them  would  be  a  very  great  convenience 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  ,  indeed.    I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
where  it  was  shown  that  the  cost  of  ;  man  will  do  his  best  to  see  if  this  can  be 
living  entitled  the  postmen  to  the  higher  done, 
scale,  and  there  the  case  was  met  by 

the  argument  that  the  population  of      Mr.  SPICER  (Monmouth  Boroughs) : 
the  district  was  not  sufficient.    There-  I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  Committee 
fore,  as  far  as  the  Post  Offiee  is  con- ,  with  going  over  the  details  of  these  diffi- 
cerned,  we  get  a  sort  of  see-saw — one  I  culties  in    connection    with    many  of 
district  asks  for  a  higher  rate,  and  we  j  the  employees  of  the  Post  Office.  I  desire 
are  told  that  the  population  is  not  suffi-  ,  to  associate  myself  with  the  remarks  of 
cient ;  another  district  asks  for  a  higher  !  my  hon.  friend,  the  Member  for  West 
rate,  and  we  are  told  that  the  cost  of  j  Newington.    I  listened  in  the  earlier 
living  there  does  not  warrant  it.    I  hope  !  part  of  the  Session  with  great  interest  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  state  on  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  when  he 
what  principle  these  matters  are  settled.  |  declined  a  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and 
I  think  the  most  convenient  one  is  the  rate  since  then,  though  I  thought  at  the  time 
fixed  by  the  population,  without  going  he  had  made  out  a  good  case,  I  have 
into  the  question  of  the  cost  of  living,  1  taken   some  trouble  to  inquire  into 
which  must  be  a  very  difficult  question  !  the  different  answers  given  to  many 
to  settle.    Then  there  is  the  question  of  '  of    his    statements,    and    I  confess 
providing  more  late  letter-boxes  on  the 1  the    more    I    have   gone    into  the 
trains.     All   the  mail  trains  carry  in  ;  matter    the    more  I   have    come  to 
certain  carriages  a  late  letter-box,  which  1  the  conclusion  that  this  matter  will  never 
always  there,  but  in  the  remote  country  I  be  properly  settled  until  there  has  been 
districts   we    have  no   such  facilities,  j  an  inquiry  by  Members  of  this  House. 
We  have   been  asking  for  some  time  After  all,  in  these  days  of  labour  disputes, 
for  late  letter-boxes  to  be  attached  to  the  I  maintain  that  the  greater  portion  of 
trains  from  Ilfracorabe  to  Barnstaple,  and  |  these  disputes  would  not    reach  the 
we  have  been  told  that  it  is  quite  im-  painful  position  they  do  if  cmployeos 
possible,  and  that  late  letter-boxes  can-  felt  they   had    always    the  right  of 
not  be  put  on  those  trains  unless  there  is  approach  to  their  own  principals,  whether 
someone  in  charge  of  them.    I  pointed  those  principals  are  the  heads  of  private 
out  that  on  another  branch,  from  Tor-  firms  or  of  great  limited  companies.  So, 
rington  to  Barnstaple,  there  was  a  late  I   say,   in   connection  with   any  long- 
letter-box,  but  we  were  told  that  it  never  j  standing  dispute  going  on  in  any  Govem- 
ought  to  have "  been  there,  and  that  it  merit  Department,  after  all,  if  it  is  im- 
was  quite  impossible  to  grant  another,  possible  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  solution 
The  reason  given  seems  to  me  to  be  per-  of  the  question  by  a  discussion  between 
fectly  extraordinary,  for  it  is  that  there  the  employees  and  the  heads  of  the 
is  nobody  to  look  after  them.    Now,  if  ]  Departments,  and  then  with  the  repre- 
all  the  letter-boxes  in  the  country  look  i  sentatives  of  those  Departments  in  this 
Sir  IV.  t 'iime rim  Gall.  j 
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House— then  I  maintain  those  employees  j 
have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  Members  of 
this  House  to  look  into  the  question  by 
appointing  a  Committee.    Though  I  give 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  full  credit 
for  having  done  all  he  can  in  this  matter,  ' 
I  feel  confident  that  sooner  tr  later  this 
Committee  will  have  to  be  appointed.  It 
may  not  be  appointed  during  this  Parlia 
mcnt,  but  it  will  be,  I  am  quite  sure,  in 
some  future  Parliament,  and  by  that  time 
a  great  deal  of  real  damage  in  the  way  of 
discipline  will  have  been  effected.   I  shall 
support  the  motion  for  a  reduction  unless 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  willing  to 
grant  this  inquiry,  which,  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  service,   must  be  given  I 
sooner  rather  than  later. 

Mr.  ASCROFT  (Oldham):  I  regret! 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  has  moved 
the  reduction  has   not  thought  fit  to 
demand  a  Committee  to  inquire  not  only 
into  the  wages  of  postmen,  but  also  into  | 
the  administration  and  management  of  j 
the  Post  Office  itself.  I  feel  satisfied  that 
we  do  not  get  the  full  value  for  the  | 
money  we  spend  in  the  Post  Office,  and  j 
if  it  were  run  on  businesslike  lines  we  j 
should  have  far  less  complaints  made.    I  I 
have  good  reasons  for  supporting  this 
amendment,  for  my  constituents  have 
petitioned  the  Postmaster-General,  and 
their  petition  has  been  refused.   I  under-  | 
stand  that  the  salaries  of  the  postmen  are 
based  upon  the  population.    Now  the 
constituency    which    I    represent    has  I 
203,000  people  in  it,  and  the  salaries  you  ! 
pay  the  postmen  there  run  from  22s.  or 
248.  to  a  maximum  of  26s.    At  Cardiff, 
Derby,  Wolverhampton,  and  Sunderland, 
which  are  far  smaller  places  than  my  con- 
stituency, the  full  maximum  is  28s.  A 
memorial  from  my  constituency  has  been 
presented,  and  the  prayer  of  it  has  l>een 
declined.    We  are  asking  for  an  inquiry 
by  the  House  of  Commons  into  this  and 
other  questions.     There  was  a  cheer 
raised  when  reference  was  made  to  the 
postmen  bothering  the  Members  of  this 
House,  but  that  was  the  only  way  which 
the  postmen  have  of  getting  their  griev- 
ances remedied.    I  only  regret  that  the 
office  of  Postmaster-General  is  not  repre- 
sented directly  in  this  House,  so  that 
we    might    go     more     fully  into 
these  questions   and  thresh  them  out. 
There   is  another   question,     and  a 
very  important  question.  Every  Member 
of  this  House  is  aware  that  every 


sub-postmaster  and  postmistress  has  to 
enter  into  a  guarantee,  and  to  get  that 
guarantee  they  have  to  go  to  an  Insurance 
Company  ana  pay  a  premium,  which  is, 
considering  the  smallness  of  the  amount, 
a  very  considerable  item.  Last  year, 
on  behalf  of  a  number  of  my  constituents, 
I  approached  the  Postmaster-General  and 
submitted  to  him  a  scheme  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  association  of  post- 
masters to  guarantee  the  members  of  that 
association  at  a  small  premium,  and  we 
were  led  to  believe  that  if  we  were  finan- 
cially strong,  and  on  business  lines,  we 
should  receive  the  same  treatment  as 
other  associations.  We  formed  ourselves 
into  that  company,  and  we  were  prepared 
with  some  thousand  pounds  which  we 
offered  to  invest  in  Consols  if  he  would 
only  allow  us  to  insure  by  means  of 
bonds  the  members  of  our  association.  That 
was  refused  on  most  curious  grounds, 
namely,  that  we  had  not  sufficient  mem- 
bers, neither  had  we  sufficient  capital. 
The  Postmaster-General  had  forgotton 
what  had  been  the  habit  and  custom  of 
himself  and  all  previous  Postmaster- 
Generals  during  the  last  twenty  years. 
I  find  on  referring  to  the  Post  Office 
figures,  that  in  1887  a  society  assured  the 
Postmaster  -  General  against  the  dis- 
honesty of  5,451  sub-postmasters;  the 
liability  was  £1,025,000,  and  the  whole 
of  the  funds  of  that  society  were  i.o  more 
than  £2,571.  The  risk  was  not  great, 
and  the  whole  amount  of  defalcations 
amounted  to  only  £147  13s.  7d.  Each 
year  followed  on  pretty  nearly  the  same 
basis  till  1897,  when  the  same  Society, 
which  had  then  £17,754,  assured  an 
amount  of  £6,500,000,  and  the  whole 
defalcations  were  £1,246.  Taking  the 
whole  of  the  statistics  in  relation  to  the 
defalcations  during  the  last  year,  I  think 
they  amounted  to  1  in  400,  but  the 
amounts  have  been  exceedingly  small, 
ranging  from  £37  to  £54.  I  submit  that, 
under  these  circumstances,  an  association 
of  postmasters  who  bind  themselves  to- 
gether for  insuring  honesty  and  pre- 
venting loss  to  the  Post  Office  ought 
to  be  met  in  a  much  more  kindly 
manner  than  they  were  met  by  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  I  only  hope  hia 
representative  will  have  this  question  in- 
quired into,  and  when  I  come  before  him 
with  some  of  these  members  of  the  associa- 
tion we  may  have  a  different  result  than 
that  which  we  have  had  up  to  the  present 
time. 
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Mr.  M ADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  desire  to  support  this  reduction, 
because  I  think  the  inquiry  asked  for  is 
one  which  the  Government  ought  to 
grant.  I  quite  agree  with  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stepney  said  with  respect  to 
strikes,  and  more  especially  with  regard 
to  postal  employees.  I  have  long  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  men  employed  by 
the  State  who  have  an  opportunity  of  first 
appealing  to  the  responsible  Government 
and  then  to  the  Members  of  this  House 
ought  not  to  have  it  both  ways.  Of 
course  they  cannot  be  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  private  employees  who  are  dealing 
with  a  single  firm,  and  it  should  be 
remembered  that  State  employment  has 
its  disadvantages  as  well  as  its  advantages. 
One  of  the  disadvantages  is  that  it  is 
riddled  through  and  through  and  per- 
meated with  officialism,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible — although  we  have  such  an 
eminently  fair-minded  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  affairs  as  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury — for  those  men  to  put  their 

grievances  before  him  or  the  Postmaster- 
reneral  in  a  way  that  will  give  them  a 
chance,  I  won't  say  of  fair  play,  but  of 
that  investigation  which  is  necessary  to 
come  to  a  just  conclusion.  It  is  no 
indictment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
to  say  that  he  is  necessarily  in  the  hands 
of  the  permanent  officials,  for  that  is 
a  necessity  of  the  case.  He  cannot 
inquire  himself,  except  through  an  official 
medium,  and  when  we  have  cases  put 
before  us  on  the  authority  of  very  reliable 
men  where  intimidation  and  other  injus- 
tices have  been  perpetrated  under  the 
system  of  which  these  men  complained, 
I  say  that  these  employees  have  no  other  j 
alternative  but  to  appeal  to  the  Members 
of  this  House.  For  my  part,  I  have 
always  had  some  hesitation  in  taking  up 
the  cases  of  men  employed  by  the  State, 
because  undoubtedly  there  is  a  sort  of 
notion  that,  because  they  are  employed  j 
by  the  State,  they  can  make  such  ! 
demands  as  they  like,  because  they  are  I 
paid  out  of  a  very  full  Treasury.  I  know  j 
that  every  halfpenny  of  that  money  comes  j 
out  of  the  general  taxation  of  the  country, 
and  I  agree  that  we  are  here  as  guardians 
of  the  public  purse.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  never  denied  that  we  are 
here  as  the  guardians  of  these  men's  in- 
terest, and  it  has  not  been  shown  that  the 
public  interest  is  of  greater  importance 
than  the  interest  of  these  men,  who  do  so 
much  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 


I  therefore  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  grant  a  Committee  of  this 
House.    We  do  not  want  an  official  in- 
quiry, but  what  is  needed  is  that  Members 
of  Parliament,  responsible  to  their  con- 
sciences and  to  their  constituencies,  should 
sit  on  that  Committee,  and  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Department  decide  these 
various  cases  which  are  causing  so  much 
discontent  in  the  service.    In  this  case  we 
want  a  non-official  Committee,  although  I 
confess  that  I  do  not  think  such  an  inquiry 
will  put  an  end  to  disputes  in  the  future. 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  what  I  think 
is  a  great  scandal  in  connection  with  the 
postal  service,  and  that  is  the  insanitary 
condition  of  many  of  the  postal  buildings. 
Now,  I  know  that  the  chief  medical 
officer  of  the  Department  declared  before 
the  Tweedmouth  Committee  that  anything 
affecting  the  health  of  the  men  with 
regard  to  their  duties,  or  any  insanitary 
conditions  of  the  Post  Office  buildings, 
would  be  reported  to  him  at  once  by  the 
local  medical  officer,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  point  out  what  in  his  opinion  required 
to  be  remedied.    That  is  a  sort  of  answer 
which  settles  everything  in  the  official 
mind.    What  more  need  of  inquiry  into 
the  insanitary  condition  of  Post  Offices 
can  there  be,  when  the  chief  medical 
officer  deliberately,  and  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, declares  that  all  cases  of  in- 
sanitation  are  reported  to  him  by  the 
local  medical  officers  and  would  therefore 
be  attended  to?    What  are  the  facts? 
The  Tweedmouth  Committee,  as  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman    knows     very  well, 
scheduled  182  postal  offices,  and  the  con- 
dition of  69  of  these  was  condemned. 
When  we  remember  that  there  are  over 
20,000  postal  buildings  in  the  country, 
and  that  only  a  small  proportion  of  these 
were  scheduled,  is  it  not  an  enormous 
percentage  that  was  proved  to  be  in- 
sanitary?   Does  it  not  go  a  long  way  to 
show  that  you  want  much  more  than  a 
mere  declaration  from  the  medical  officer 
of  health,  however  high  his  position  may 
be  ?    I  would  just  like  to  refer  to  one  or 
two  of  the  offices  in  which  this  great 
nation  does  its  business.    Take  Grimsby. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  called  an 
important  place — no  doubt  the  people  of 
Grimsby  think  it  is — but  what  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  Post  Office  there  1    It  con- 
sists of  a  building,  or  buildings,  which 
were  formerly  used  as  a  grocer's  shop,  a 
butcher's  shop,  a  confectioner's  shop, 
and   a    barber's   shop,    which    is  I 
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suppose  thrown  in  to  give  it  dignity. 
The  instrument  room  used  by  the 
telegraphists  is  made  up  of  what 
used  to  be  the  bedrooms.  The 
ceilings  are  low,  and  a  few  small  windows 
are  the  only  means  of  ventilation.  This 
is  the  wretched  concern  in  which  the 
Government  business  is  carried  on,  and  I 
say  it  is  a  disgrace  to  this  great  nation 
that  men  should  have  to  perform  their 
arduous  duties  in  such  a  hovel.  Come  to 
another  town,  Preston,  with  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is,  no  doubt,  well 
acquainted,  seeing  that  it  is  his  own  con- 
stituency.   There  the  lavatory  

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  may  at  once  state 
that  a  new  Post  Office  is  being  erected, 
and  all  this  will  be  remedied. 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  But  how  long  will 
it  be  before  that  is  done  ? 

Mr.  IIANBURY :  The  work  is  in  hand 
now. 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  However  that  may 
be,  it  does  not  affect  my  point.  (A 
laugh.)  I  must  say  that  I  am  surprised 
that  a  postal  reformer,  of  all  people  in 
the  world,  should  laugh  when  I  am 
endeavouring  to  point  out  that  men  are 
being  killed  by  the  conditions  under 
which  they  are  called  upon  to  fulfil  their 
duties.  Now,  in  the  Preston  Post  Office 
the  dining-room  is  only  separated  from 
the  lavatory  by  a  lath  and  plaster  par- 
tition, and  offensive  smells  are  so  often 
noticeable  that  clerks  are  compelled,  at 
times,  to  leave  their  dinners  unfinished. 
What  about  the  local  medical  officer  ? 
Why  does  he  not  report  the  case  to  the 
chief  medical  superintendent  1  No  doubt 
in  the  new  Post  Office  things  may  be 
different,  but  what  is  to  be  done  until 
the  new  office  is  ready  ?  In  dozens  of 
offices  a  similar  state  of  affairs  exists,  if 
not  worse,  and  why  is  it  1  Simply 
because  the  Government  put  a  ring  fence 
around  their  offices  and  keep  out  the  ordi- 
nary sanitary  authorities.  Why  should 
they  not  allow  these  offices  to  come  under 
the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  1  Why  not 
allow  the  inspectors  to  go  into  these 
offices!  The  Home  Office  is  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  we  all 
know  it  has  done  great  service  to  the 
health  and  general  well-being  of  the 
work-people  of  this  country.  I  ask, 
then,  ana  surely  it  is  a  pertinent  ques- 


tion, why  thoy  do  not  allow  the  Acts 
to  apply  and  thus  ensure  that  the 
offices  are  kept  sweet  and  clean  and  fit 
for  people  to  work  in.  Why  should 
they  be  exempted  from  the  regulations 
which  private  employers  are  forced 
to  observe  ?  We  are  sometimes  twitted 
with  claiming  special  privileges  for  State 
workmen,  but  here  we  are  only  asking 
that  they  shall  be  put  on  an  equality  with 
the  employees  of  private  firms.  I  sup- 
pose the  right  hon.  gentleman  will  give 
us  the  usual  stereotyped  answer,  as  he 
did  when  the  case  of  Mr.  Ash  was  brought 
before  him.  He  knows  very  well  that 
in  that  case  Mr.  Ash  made  a  complaint 
which  was  set  aside.  He  also  knows  that 
in  the  very  same  office  the  operators 
have  complained,  and  that  their  com- 
plaints were  contemptuously  ignored 
until  the  Committee  reported  that  the 
very  place  as  to  which  the  complaints 
were  made  was  practically  in  the  condi- 
tion they  alleged,  and  was  incommodious 
and  insanitary.  Therefore  I  do  submit 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  this  is 
a  question  he  should  take  into  his  serious 
consideration.  It  is  not  merely  a  matter 
for  inquiry  ;  it  is  one  for  prompt  action 
on  common-sense  lines. 

♦The CHAIRMAN  :  I  must .inform  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  question  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  Post  Offices  should 
be  raised  on  the  Vote  for  Public  Build- 
ings. It  cannot  properly  be  raised  on  this 
Vote. 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  I  had  thought  it 
might  be  so,  but  the  only  way  to  test  it 
was  to  proceed,  and  as  you  kindly  allowed 
me  to  go  on,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  must  be  in  order.  Of  course,  Sir, 
your  mandate  is  supreme,  and  I  bow  at 
once  to  it.  I  will  only  say,  in  conclusion, 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
give  us  the  inquiry  for  which  we  are 
asking. 

Mr.  MONK  (Gloucester):  I  wish  to 
say  one  or  two  words  with  regard  to  the 
desire  of  the  employees  of  the  Post  Office 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
consider  their  grievances.  I  supported 
the  Amendment  to  the  Address  moved 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stepney,  and  I 
see  no  reason  to  regret  the  vote  I  then 
gave.  On  the  contrary,  I  must  say  I 
think  it  very  undesirable  that  alleged 
grievances  should  be  allowed  to  seethe 
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below  the  surface.    They  cause  grave  j 
discontent  in  the  public  service,  and  I  am  , 
sure  that  if  my  right  hon.  friend  would  con- 
sent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  j 
of  this  House  it  would  have  a  very  good 
and  salutary  effect.    I  do  not  wish  to 
bring  forward  any  grievances   on  this 
occasion,  but  I  do  make  this  appeal  to  my 
right  hon.  friend.  , 

Mr.  H ANBURY:  My  hon.  friend  the  j 
Member  for  Gloucester  has  appealed  to  | 
me  to  grant  this  Committee   on  the  ' 
ground  that  there  are  grievances  which 
are  seething  below  the  surface.    Now,  I 
should  say  that  of  all  grievances  con- 
nected with  any  State  Department,  these  j 
are  the  very  grievances  to  which  that  ■ 
remark  would  least  apply.    This  is  the  j 
third  or  fourth  time  on  which  an  appeal  \ 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  \ 
the  House  of  Commons  has  been  brought 
before  the  House  itself.    We  have  had 
this  question  threshed  out  periodically  ! 
once  or  twice  every  Session.    There  has 
been  the  fullest  opportunity  given  for ! 
stating  all  the  grievances,  and  I  should 
think  that  every  Member  of  this  House 
who  has  listened  to  the  Debates  on  the 
Post-Office   service   must   know   these  i 
alleged  grievances  by  heart  at  the  present 
moment.    Not  only  have  we  had  speech  J 
after  speech  on  the  subject,  but  we  have 
been  flooded  with  pamplet  after  pam- 
phlet  and  post  card  after  post-card.    I  1 
cannot,  therefore,  agree  with  my  hon.  , 
friend  that  these  are  grievances  which  I 
are  seething  below  the  surface.  What 
has  happened  in  this  case  case  ?    The  . 
hon.  Member  for  Newington  appeals  for 
finality.    We  had  an  explanation  from  j 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  as  to  that, 
when  he  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  if  this 
Committee    were  appointed    it  would 
remove  certain  current  grievances,  but 
ho  felt  certain  that  new  ones  would  arise 
at  once. 

Mr.  MADDISON :  I  did  not  say  at ' 
once.    I  said  after  a  considerable  time,  j 

MR.  H ANBURY  :  Well,  1  will  venture 
to  say  at  once,  from  experience.  The 
result  would  be  that  we  should  have  a 
House  of  Commons  Committee  sitting  j 
practically  every  Session,  and  that  is  the  I 
finality  the  hon.  Member  has  undertaken 
on  behalf  of  those  for  whom  he  spoke. 
The  hon.  Member  also  said  that  if  the 
Committee  sat  ij.  would  close  the  discus- 

Mr.  Moid: 


sion,  as  they  Mould  accept  its  verdict. 
But  exactly  the  same  promise  has  been 
given  on  previous  occasions.  There  was 
an  agitation  on  the  very  points  we  arc 
now  discussing.  Those  points  have  been 
under  discussion  four  or  five  or  six  years, 
and  the  very  same  points  were  raised  at  the 
time  when  the  Tweedmouth  Committee 
was  appointed.  When  that  Committee 
was  appointed,  and  when  the  names  were 
read  out  in  this  House,  there  was  a 
unanimous  chorus  of  approval,  and  every- 
body who  had  been  agitating  said,  "  It's 
exactly  the  sort  of  Committee  we  want." 
(Mr.  Pickrrscill:  No.)  I  believe  one 
Member,  the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green,  did  object. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  I  was  not  alone. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  hon.  Member 
was  very  nearly  alone.  He  is  fond  of 
being  in  a  minority,  and  he  certainly 
was  in  a  minority  on  that  occasion.  Again 
the  same  promise  was  made  when  the 
inquiry  was  held  by  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk and  myself.  That  inquiry,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean.  He  said,  "The  discussion  <5f 
these  matters  in  the  House  is  not  the 
best  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  and  that 
if  the  Tweedmouth  Committee  have 
left  grievances  without  redress,  would 
it  not  be  better  for  the  Postmaster- 
General  and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  to  sit  together,  so  that  both 
departments  shall  be  represented  in  any 
decision  that  may  be  come  to  1 "  The 
suggestion  was  at  once  carried  into  effect, 
and  further  than  that,  we  also  agreed  that 
any  Members  of  Parliament  who  were 
interested  in  the  matter  should  sit  with 
us  and  be  allowed  to  ask  questions.  We 

fot  most  valuable  assistance  from  some 
on.  Members.  So  far  as  finality  was 
concerned  we  had  a  distinct  under- 
standing before  the  Committee  sat,  and 
before  the  Conference  was  held,  that  the 
decisions  come  to  should  be  accepted. 
Now,  were  the  decisions  come  to  at  these 
two  inquiries  in  any  way  adverse  to  the 
claims  of  the  Post  Office  officials  ?  Were 
thc^  stinted  or  illiberal  ?  The  Tweed- 
mouth Committee,  on  the  contrary,  after 
a  most  searching  inquiry — an  inquiry 
presided  over  by  Lord  Tweedmouth,  a 
most  impartial  man,  and  held  before 
officials  well  qualified  by  technical  and 
financial  knowledge  to   deal  with  the 
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matter — made  proposals,  the  result  of  legitimate  to  bring  forward  statements 
which  was  that  nearly  .£300,000  a  year  on    behalf    of   large   classes    of  men. 
was  added  to  the  salaries  of  the  staff  of  The  House  has  already  got  abundant 
the  Post  Office.    That  was  a  very  con-  information  with  regard  to  the  details  of 
siderable  addition.    There  were  certain  this  case,  and  has  been  called  into  council 
points  reserved  by   the    Tweedmouth  as  to  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken.  It 
Committee  which  apparently  they  were  will  be  noted  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
not  sure  came  within  the  scope  of  their  Stepney  did  not  go  into  any  details 
reference,  or  as  to  which  they  had  not  whatever  on  the  question  of  wages  ;  ho 
sufficient  information.    Well,  the  Duke  !  merely  hinted,  and  I  do  not  think  he  did 
of  Norfolk  and  myself   practically  re- 1  more  than  that,  that  we  were  paying 
opened  the  whole  inquiry.    We  allowed  rates  belov   what  would   be  paid  in 
anybody  who  liked  to  come  before  us,  we  \  outside  services.    It  is  somewhat  diffi- 
saw  the  men  themselves,  and  conse- 1  cult,  no  doubt,  to  draw  a  comparison 
quently  any  gaps  that  might  have  been  :  between  what  the  Post-office  pays  and 
left  open  by  the  Tweedmouth  Committee  what  is  paid  by  private  firms.    But  I  will 
were,   I  think,  thoroughly  filled    up.  '  give  one  comparison,  at  any  rate,  and  I 
What  did  we  do  ?    We  added  practically  |  think  it  is  the  only  one  possible.    A  few 
another  £100,000  a  year  to  the  £300,000  i  years  ago  we  took  over  from  the  National 
granted  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Telephone  Company  the  employees,  prin- 
Tweedmouth  Committee.  Nobody,  there-  cipally  women,  who  were  engaged  on  the 
fore,  can  say  that  these  men  have  not  trunk  wires,  and  I  venture  to  say  that, 
had  a  fair  hearing,  or  that  a  largo  j  counting  in  the  pensions  we  now  pay 
addition  has  not  been  made  to  their  them,  these  people  are  receiving  from  30 
salaries.     After   all,    what    are    the  to  40  per   cent,    larger  salaries  than 
grievances  brought    forward  to-night  ?  when  they  were  in  the  employment  of 
Can  anybody  say  that  the  hon.  Member  the  company.    Hon.  Members  who  draw 
for  Stepney  has  practically  shown  in  his  comparisons   between  servants  of  the 
speech  any  real  grievance  whatever  1  He  State  and  others  are  too  apt  to  forget  the 
mentioned  one  or  two  small  cases,  but,  great  facilities  Post  Office  servants  get, 
after  all,  what  are  they  as  compared  with  ]  such  as  constant  employment,  large  pen- 
an  enormous  staff  of  nearly  200,000  men  ? ,  sions,  good  holidays,  for  which  they  are 
1  say  with  regard  to  that  large  staff  that  you  j  paid,  and  large  sick  pay  and  sick  leave, 
can  hardly  draw  a  comparison  between  it   If  these  are  added  together  it  will  be 
and  the  ordinary  staff  of  a  private  firm,  found  that  the  Post  Office  are  paying 
The  vastness  of  its  numbers  makes  a  ]  wages  considerably  above  the  level  of 
great  difference,  and  while  I  am  far  from  ,  those  paid  by  outside  employers.  The 
saying  that  a  civil  department  of  this '  hon.  Member  for  Stepney  was  only  able 
kind  ought  to  be  necessarily  amenable  to  !,  to  bring  forward  three  cases  of  grievance, 
the  same  sort  of  discipline  as  exists  in  the  j  and  two  of  them  concern  stripes.  After 
Army,  I  do  say  that  the  same  principles  five  years'  unblemished  service  a  postman 
are  at  work,  .and  a  somewhat  stringent  i  is   entitled   to  a  stripe,  which  means 
discipline  is  really  required.     I  think  >  extra  pay  of  Is.  a  week.    The  hon.  Mem- 
that  any  Member  who  has  a  case  of  any-  j  ber  complained  that  a  rural  messenger 
thing  like  oppression  brought  under  his  \  did  not  receive  a  stripe  because,  instead 
notice  is  perfectly  justified,  and  is,  in  of  delivering  a  letter  to  the  house  to 
fact,  doing  right,  in  bringing  it  before  which  it  was  addressed,  he  gave  it  to 
either  the  Postmaster-General  or  myself,  somebody  whom  he  met  some  distance 
or  even  before  the  House.    But  the  case  ,  from  the  house.    I  can  conceive  no 
which  was  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  j  greater  offence  on  the  part  of  a  postman, 
for  Stepney  was  one  in  regard  to  which  I  j  The  very  thing  he  is  paid  to  do  is  to 
felt  it  my  duty  to  interrupt  him  in  his  i  deliver  letters  at  houses  to  which  they 
remarks,  and  to  assure  him  that  he  was  are  addressed.     The  second  case  was 
absolutely  misinformed  as  to  the  facts.  !  that  of  a  man  who,  having  served  five 
No  doubt  it  is  right  there  should  be  an  ;  years  with  an  unblemished  character,  has 
appeal  to  this  House,  but  it  is  a  gross  not  received  his  stripe.    The  man  has 
abuse  of  that  right  of  appeal  for  hon.  ,  only  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Post- 
Members  to  plead  the  cases  of  individual '  master-General,  or  before  the  ordinary  offi- 
members  of  the  staff,  in  order  to  get  for  cials  of  the  Post  Office,  and  he  will  receive 
them  additional  salaries.    It  is  perfectly  j  his  stripe  in  due  cou  rse.    The  third  case 
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was  that  of  a  rural  postman  in  Scotland 
who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member, 
receives  an  insufficient  allowance  for  a 
horse  and  cart  he  has  to  provide.  I  can- 
not believe  there  is  any  case  in  which 
only  lis.  a  week  is  allowed,  and  certainly 
not  a  case  in  which  only  8s.  is  allowed, 
and  I  feel  sure  the  hon.  Member  has  been 
imposed  upon.  Then  the  hon.  Member 
complains  that  certain  engineers  who  had 
served  a  given  number  of  years  are  not 
yet  on  the  established  staff.  The  reply 
on  that  head  is  that  in  the  Post  Office,  as 
in  other  branches  of  the  public  service, 
the  established  places  are  limited.  The 
hon.  Gentlemen  passed  on  to  what  he 
called  the  right  of  combination.  Does 
the  hon.  Member  deny  that  there  is  the 
fullest  right  of  combination  amongst  Post 
Office  officials  ?  They  can  combine  for 
any  purpose  they  like,  and  they  have  full 
right  of  access  to  the  Postmaster-General 
himself.  The  only  limitation  imposed  by 
the  Postmaster-General  is  that  the  com- 
bination must  consist  of  bona  fide  servants 
in  his  Department,  and  not  of  outsiders, 
and  I  think  that  is  a  most  wise  and 
salutary  precaution.  The  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk has  refused,  as  every  Postmaster- 
General  has  refused,  to  listen  to  com- 
plaints which  do  not  come  from  his  own 
men,  but  which  are  worked  up 
for  them  by  outside  agitators.  Does 
it  not  seem  rather  absurd  that  a 
staff  of  200,000  men  should  have  to  go 
outside  their  own  ranks  in  order  to  find 
a  fit  person  to  represent  their  views  ?  I 
should  like  to  say  one  further  word  with 
regard  to  this  application  for  a  Committee 
of  this  House.  Why  should  we  have  it  at 
all  1  Let  me  speak  with  perfect  frank- 
ness about  this  thing.  We  have  already 
had  two  Committees ;  we  have  also  had  a 
great  deal  of  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  Members.  That  pressure  is  becom- 
ing almost  intolerable.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Newington  posed  as  the  just  judge, 
and  said,  "  I  am  weary  of  all  this  agita- 
tion ;  let  us  try  and  put  an  end  to  it." 
Well,  I  am  not  weary  of  the  agitation. 
So  long  as  I  am  satisfied,  as  I  am  now, 
that  everything  has  been  done  that  ought 
to  be  done  for  the  men,  I  will  not  yield 
to  agitation.  The  whole  thing  has  been 
thoroughly  thrashed  out  and  dealt  with 
fairly  ;  and  if  the  hon.  Member  is  weary 
of  agitation,  well,  all  I  can  say  is  that  I 
do  not  envy  the  man  who  takes  that  view 
of  things. 
Mr*  Hanbury, 


♦Captain  NORTON:  The  right  hon  - 
Gentleman  misinterprets  me.  1  did  not 
say  I  was  weary  of  agitation.  I  said  it 
was  positively  degrading,  both  to  the 
House  and  to  hon.  Members  individu- 
ally, that  year  by  year  those  complaints 
of  a  large  number  of  Government  officials 
were  brought  before  us.  These  men 
were  labouring  under  the  idea  that 
they  were  not  receiving  justice,  and 
that  the  two  Committees  which  in- 
vestigated their  case  were,  practi- 
cally speaking,  packed  Committees. 
The  belief  of  these  men  is  that  their  case 
i  was  investigated  largely  by  higher 
■  officials,  and  their  feeling  is  that  these 
higher  officials  are  against  them  in  the 
>  matter ;  and  their  opinion  is  that  this 
House  will  give  them  justice. 

I 

I    The  CHAIRMAN:   The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  is  exceeding  the  limits 
!  of  a  personal  explanation. 

MR.  HANBURY :  I  say  at  once  that 
i  I  do  myself  believe  that,  considering  every- 
1  thing,  and  that  full  inquiry  has  already 
been  held,  the  only  advantage  these  men 
could  derive  from  a  House  of  Commons 
Committee  would  be  that  the  agitation 
and  pressure,  now  distributed  over  the 
I  whole  House,  would  be  focussed  and  con- 
!  concentrated  upon  the  Select  Committee. 
I,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to  grant  a 
|  Committee  of  that  kind.  Now,  passing 
from  that,  I  come  to  the  question  raised 
|  by  my  friend  the  hon.  Member  for 
Barnstaple,  namely,  the  princip:e  upon 
which  postmen's  wages  are  paid.  I  was 
plad  to  hear  that  he  supported  the  view 
which  has  always  been  taken  by  the 
Treasury,  that  the  wages  of  postmen 
should  depend  on  the  population  of  the 
town  or  district  in  which  they  live. 
That  roughly  affords  a  test  of  the  cost 
of  living.  Unless  you  are  to  go  into  the 
special  circumstances  of  every  locality 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  this 
rough-and-ready  rule  is  the  best  test,  and 
it  has  been  found  to  work  well.  No  doubt 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  made  the 
complaint  that  the  postmen  in  that 
town  were  not  being  paid  as  highly 
as  he  thought  they  should  be.  I  know 
the  interest  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  in  his  constituents,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  was  not  able  to  prove  that  these 
men  were  not  being  paid  according  to  the 
population  scale.  The  hon.  Member 
thought  that  as  some  concession  had 
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been  made  in  Cardiff  and  Wolverhamp-  I 
ton  a  similar  concession  should  be  made  j 
to  Oldham.    I  am  always  opposed  to  j 
these  special  concessions.    W o  ought  to  j 
adhere  to  the  rough-and-ready  principle  I 
which   I    have  explained.     The  hon.  j 
Member  for  Barnstaple  raised  a  further  i 
question  as  to  travelling  letter-boxes  on  j 
trains.    The  answer  given  him  by  the  i 
Department  seems  to  have  been  that  | 
there  was  no  Post  Office  official  in  charge.  ! 
After  all,  it  is  a  question  of  expense.  No 
doubt  if  there  were  a  sufficient  number  i 
of  letters  to  justify  it,  it  might  pay  the  j 
Post  Office  to  put  a  man  in  charge.  ; 
But  the  hon.  Member  went  beyond  that, 
and  spoke  as  if  the  letters  could  take 
care  of  themselves.    That  might  be  the 
case,  no  doubt,  if  the  letters  were  going 
from  one  point  to  another ;  but  if  they 
had  to  be  handed  out  at  intermediate 
stations  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a 
man  in  charge. 

Sir  W.  CAMERON  GULL:  There  are 
exactly  the  same  number  of  intermediate 
stations  between  Torrington  and  Barn- 
staple as  between  Bideford  and  Barn- 
staple. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  If  that  were  the  j 
case  there  ought  to  be  a  man  in  charge.  . 
I  think  the  Post  Office  ought  to  consult, 
so  far  as  it  can,  public  convenience.  All  1 
these  concessions  made  by  the  Post  Office  j 
not  only  add  to  the  public  convenience,  | 
but,  I  am  satisfied,  bring  in  fresh  busi- . 
neas  and  a  handsome  return.     I  will  I 


see  how  far  it  is  possible  to  meet  the  case 
of  my  hon.  Friend,  but  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible to  put  Post  Office  officials  on 
such  duty  unless  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  business  to  warrant  the  charge.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Oldham  has 
spoken  about  the  scheme  of  an  Associa- 
tion of  sub-postmasters  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  the  guarantees  required 
by  the  Post  Office.  He  gave  his  case 
away,  I  think,  when  he  admitted  that 
there  was  not  sufficient  capital,  and  not 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  of  the 
Association. 

Mr.  ASCROFT :  What  I  said  was  that 
that  was  the  argument  of  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  give  me  the  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Association,  and  where 
these  men  can  be  found,  I  will  see 
what  can  be  done.  Then  there  was  the 
case  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Sheffield  as  to  Post  Office  buildings.  I 
cannot  go  into  all  the  details,  but  I  am 
very  much  obliged  to  him  for  having 
brought  it  forward.  A  new  Post  Office 
is  reported  to  be  necessary  at  Preston, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  be  accused  of 
having  perpetrated  a  job  in  that  case.  If 
I  can  do  anything  to  meet  the  convenience 
of  Sheffield  I  shall  do  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided.  Ayes,  107; 
Noes,  158.    (Division  List  No.  166). 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen, Wm(Newc. under  Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambiose,  Robert 
Anstin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.B. 
Billaon,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Broadhuret,  Heniy 
Brainier,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bart,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,SirCharles(  Glasgo  w ) 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Alston 
Ctark.Dr.G.B.  (Caithness-sh.) 
Cloagh,  Walter  Owen 
Oolville,  John 

Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 


AYES. 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dillon,  John 

Donglas,  C  arles  M.  (Lanark) 
Drucker,  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans.Sir  Francisr!  i  Sout  h'ton) 
Karquhareon,  Dr.  Robert 
God  dard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Tetnperley 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gnrdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Hedderwick,  Tliomas  C.  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  It.) 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jones,  William  ( Carnarvon*. ) 
Kearley,  Hudson,  E. 


Laagley,  Batty 
Lawsoii,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Leese,  SirJ.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Meudl,  Sigis  •  und  Ferdinand 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  SirS.  (Whitechapel) 
Moss,  Samuel 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  James(  Wick  lo  w,  W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland; 
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PickersgUI,  Edward  Hare 
Pilkington.SirGeo.ALancsSW 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Rickett,  J.  Complon 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighe. ) 
Robson,  William  Snow  Jon 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar.  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 


{COMMONS}  (C 

Strauss,  Arthur 

Stnart,  James  (Shoreditch) 

1  Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John  I 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glamorgan,E.  i 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Phillips 

'  Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  JohnLawson(Leeds,S. 

:  Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer  | 

I  Williams,JohnCarvell(Notts.) 

I  Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
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Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York.W.R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan  i 
Woodhouse,  SirJ.T.(H'dder8'd 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  tub  Aye-*  — 
Mr.  Steadman  and  Mr. 
Ascroft. 


NOES. 


Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn  A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  RtHnGeraldVV(Leeds 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.Sir  Vt  H.(  Rristol) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Beg»,  Ferdinuul  Faithfull 
Bethell,  Commander 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 

Blakiston-Houston.  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles.T-Gibson  (King'sLynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.  JA  (Glasgow 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Chamberlain,  J  .Austen )  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington.  Spencer 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Callings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cjlomb.SirJohnCharles  Ready 
Courtney, Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrvmple,  Sir  Charles 
Davi'es,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K  D.  WingBeld- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Dunconilic,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fardel  I,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fergmson.Rt.Hn.  Sir  J.  (M'nc'r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  Bunnatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald.SirRobert  I'enrose- 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 


Galloway,  William  Johnson 

Garfit,  William 

Gibbon*.  J.  Lloyd 

Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLon) 
,  Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary(St.  Albans)  | 

Gilliat,  John  Saunders 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General  j 
j  Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward  i 
I  Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
i  Gould  ing,  Ed  ward  Alfred  i 

Gray,  Ernest  ( West  Ham) 

Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 

Gull,  Sir  Cameron 

Gunter,  Colonel 

Hamilton, Kt.Hn.  Lord  George  1 
'  Hanbury.Rt.  Hon.  Robert Wm. 
j  Heath,  James 

Heaton,  John  Henniker  ' 

Helder,  Augustus 

Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter  j 

Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West)  I 

Hill,  Sir  E.  Stock  (Bristol) 

Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead)  . 

Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 

Houston,  R.  P. 

Howell,  William  Tudor 

Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  Cecil 

Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 

Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 

Jollitfe,  Hon.  H.  George 

Kemp,  George 

Kiml.er,  Henry  i 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  I).  (Corn.) 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,  Sir Di  lwyn-  (Swan) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Clias.  W.  ( Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverp'l.) 
Lowe,  Frauds  William 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Macartney,  W.  (i.  Ellison 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'lver.Sir  Lewis (Edin.,  W.) 
Manners,  Lord  Edwd.  Wm.  J. 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  liiddulph 
Meysey-'lhompson,  Sir  II.  M. 
Mi  Id  may,  Francis  Bingham  , 


Montague,  Hn.  J.  S.  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  I/mdsay 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,R.( Lanes,  Newton) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pryce  Jones,  Lt.-CoI.  Edward 
Pun-is,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Liniehon-e) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Smith,  Jame.«Parker(Lanarks) 
S'anley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson.Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Valentin,  Viscount 
\  inct- nt,Col.  Sir  C.E.  Howard 
Ward, Hon.  Robert  A. (Crewe) 
Warr,  Augustus  Fiederick 
Webster.Sii  R.  E.(  Isleof  W iK |,t) 
v"cll..v,  Lieut  -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-u  -L.) 
Wldtinore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  J  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R.(  Bath ) 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.  1$. Stuart 
Wyndhain,  (ieorge 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— «ir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 
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Original  Question  again  proposed. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  The  matter  I  wish  to 
bring  before  the  Committee  is  absolutely  , 
different  from  that  which  has  just  been  | 
disposed  of.    It  is  a  public  complaint,  at  j 
any  rate  a  complaint  by  a  section  of  the  j 
public  amongst  my  constituents  in  Pem-  j 
broke  Dock,  as  to  the  delay  in  postal  j 
deliveries  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  ! 
staff  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  accommo- 
dation in  the  Post  Office  there.    I  would  i 
not  have  brought  up  the  case  before  the  | 
Committee  in  this  way,  but  my  consti- 
tuents have  by  petition  and  otherwise  , 
brought  it  before  the  Department  over 
and  over  again  without  avail.  They 
take  the  view  that  it  is  not  a  reasonable  , 
thing  that  a  delivery  of  letters  should  be 
so  drawn  out  that  the  postman  takes  two  1 
hours  to  cover  one  street  of  continuous 
houses.    I  do  not  know  what  the  people 
of  London  would  think  if  the  postmen 
were  two  hours  going  their  rounds  here,  i 
The  Department  frankly  own  that  their 
men  are  not  able  to  keep  up  with  their 
work,  but  when  asked  to  increase  the  staff 
they  say  that  there  is  no  accommodation. 
When  again  asked  to  increase  the  accom- 
modation, we  are  again  told  that  the 
matter  has  been  under  consideration  for 
some  time,  and  that  some  day  when  the 
accommodation  is  increased   they  will 
increase  the  staff,  and  satisfy  the  inhabi- 
tants with  a  better  service.  These 
replies,  though  courteous,  are  so  vague 
and  unsatisfactory  that  I  felt  bound  to 
place  the  motion  in  my  name  on  the 
paper,  and  unless  I  get  a  satisfactory 
answer  I  shall  be  constrained  to  press  it. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by 
£100,  in  respert  of  the  salary  of  the  Post- 
master-General. " — (General  Laurie. ) 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  Seeing  that 
we  are  making  a  large  profit  by  the  Post 
Office,  the  department  ought  to  do  some- 
thing to  increase  their  staff,  so  as  to  give 
facilities  to  the  general  public,  especially 
in  small  villages  and  country  districts. 
I  understand  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  been  doing  something  in  this 
direction.  Personally  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  bring  before  the  Department 
several  cases  in  which  a  daily  delivery 
is  required  in  my  own  constituency.  It  is 
desirable  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
replies  that  he  should  state  what  the  Post 


Office  is  doing  to  secure  a  daily  delivery 
everywhere  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.    HUMPHREYS -OWEN  (Mont- 
gomery) :    It  appears  to  me  that  the 
policy  of  the  Post  Office  in  relation  to 
remote  and  sparsely  populated  districts  is 
one  which  requires  to  be  altered.  Many 
complaints   have    been    made   on  this 
account  in  my  own  constituency,  and  in 
other  thinly  populated  parts  of  Wales. 
I  admit  that  the  Post  Office  officials 
when  I  have  brought  these  cases  before 
them  havo  treated  me  with  the  utmost 
civility,    and    raised    most  agreeable 
expectations,    but    these  expectations 
have  never  been  fulfilled.     I  always 
understood  that  what  stands  in  the  way 
of  postal  reforms  is  not  so  much  the 
inability  of  the  Post  Office  to  carry  them 
out,  as  their  inability  to  induce  the 
Treasury  to  relax  its  hold  on  the  public 
purse.    Everybody  knows  that  if  you 
,  want  to  induce  a  population  to  settle  in 
j  the  country  the  first  thing  necessary  is  to 
provide  postal  and  telegraphic  communi- 
,  cation  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  I  hope 
I  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  commune 
with  himself  in  his  double  capacity  as 
!  representative  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
Post  Office,  and  persuade  himself  as  repre- 
|  senting  the  Treasury  to  grant  to  himself 
1  as  representing  the  Post  Office  increased 
postal  and  telegraphic  facilities,  which 
tend  so  much  to  add  to  the  conveniences 
of  country  life. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  for   Montgomery  was  a  little 
hard  on  the  Treasury.    If  he  will  look  at 
the  state  of  the  Post  Office  and  Tele- 
graphic services  now  compared  with  a  few 
years  ago,  he  will  find  how  great  is  the 
improvement  that  has  been  made.  The 
I  question  of  a  daily  delivery  was  raised 
j  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness.  I 
I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  in  some  of  the 
'  more  remote  districts  of  Scotland  we 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  carry  out  a 
I  daily  delivery ;  but,  of  course,  we  are 
going  steadily  forward  with   the  work, 
!  and  I  hope  that  very  soon  the  whole  of 
the  country  will  be  so  served.    I  should 
say   that    three-fourths   of    the  whole 
country  have  been  already  accommodated 
with  a  daily  delivery,  and  the  Depart- 
ment hopes  that,  within  a  time  measured 
by  months,  there  will  be  daily  deliveries 
everywhere!    In  the  meantime,  if  the 
!  hon-  Member  will  quote  any  specific  case 
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in  his  district,  I  will  see  what  can  be 
done  to  improve  the  service.  In  regard 
to  the  case  mentioned  by  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  the  Member  for  Pembroke, 
of  delay  in  the  delivery  of  letters,  that, 
I  understand,  is  attributed  to  the  short- 
ness of  the  staff,  and  that  again  depends 
on  the  accommodation  for  the  staff,  for 
of  course  we  must  have  accommodation 
for  sorting  the  letters.  I  can  promise 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  that  the 
addition  to  the  accommodation  in  the 
existing  premises  will  not  be  indefinitely 
delayed,  and  that  within  four  months 
— which  is  not  a  very  long  time  for  a 
Government  department — the  additional 
accommodation  will  be  provided. 

General  LAURIE:  We  have  had 
many  promises  from  the  Department  for 
many  years,  and  they  have  had  no  result. 
But  under  the  circumstances  I  accept  the 
promise  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  House  I  will  with- 
draw my  motion. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

*CoLONEL  WELBY  (Taunton) :  There 
is  a  question  I  should  like  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  regard  to  a  grievance 
of  old  non-commissioned  officers  in  the 
service  of  the  Department  who  are  em- 
ployed as  overseers  and  telegraph  mes- 
sengers. I  understand  that  they  have 
been  told  that  they  are  not  to  be  pro- 
moted to  the  post  of  assistant  inspector. 
That  tells  in  every  case  upon  them  in 
regard  to  the  increment  in  their  salaries, 
and  places  them  in  an  invidious  position 
as  regards  those  who  have  not  served  in 
the  Army.  I  am  further  informed  that  they 
have  been  told  that  they  cannot  receive  any 
promotion  after  the  age  of  40.  If  a  man 
enters  the  Army  at  twenty -four  years  of 
age,  and  serves  for  twenty-one  years,  he 
will  then  be  six  years  over  the  time 
for  promotion  under  this  rule.  The 
wish  of  the  War  Office  is  to  get  non- 1 
commissioned  officers  to  re-engage  and 
to  serve  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years, 
but  if  the  public  Departments  put  a  bar 
to  their  promotion  at  the  age  of  forty 
it  will  tend  to  prevent  non-commissioned 
officers  from  re-engaging.  I  beg  there- 
fore to  ask  the  right  non.  Gentleman 
to  consider  whether  it  is  not  possible  to 
extend  the  limit  to  the  age  of  forty-five 
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or  forty-six.  I  would  also  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  publish  and  put  in  the  library 
of  the  House  of  Commons  the  regulations 
in  respect  of  the  Post  Office  officials, 
their  pay,  and  their  retiring  allowance. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  East) :  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  has  made  a 
complaint  on  behalf  of  old  non- 
commissioned officers  in  the  Depart- 
ment. I  have  to  make  a  complaint 
in  an  opposite  direction,  a  complaint 
which  represents  a  widespread  and  in- 
creasing feeling  in  the  country.  I  have 
to  protest  against  the  system  of  giving 
discharged  soldiers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  employment  in  the  Government 
Departments  of  the  State  in  preference 
to  civilians.  It  is  neither  just  nor  fair 
to  the  ordinary  civilian  that  he  should  be 
forced  to  make  way  for  an  increasing 
number  of  soldiers  and  non-commissioned 
officers. 

♦Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  (Manches- 
\  ter,  N.E.)  :  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  the 
general  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mayo,  but  as  regards  the  employ- 
ment of  old  non-commissioned  officers 
to  keep  the  telegraph  boys  in  order, 
which  was  instituted  when  I  was  at  the 
Post  Office,  it  is  rather  hard  on 
men  who  have  served  well  in  the 
Army  for  a  certain  number  of 
years  that  they  should  thereby  be  dis- 
qualified for  holding  superior  appoint- 
ments in  public  Departments  for  which 
they  are  peculiarly  fitted.  They  are  tried 
ana  trustworthy  men,  and  it  is,  prima 
facie,  a  mistake  that  men  of  that  descrip- 
tion should  be  debarred  from  rising  above 
the  position  of  overseers  of  telegraph 
boys  to  the  position  of  assistant  inspectors 
or  inspectors. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) :  This 
question  is  new  to  me,  and  I  rise  to 
suggest  to  my  right  hon.  friend  that  he 
should,  in  his  reply,  tell  us  as  nearly  as 
!  he  can  what  the  offices  are  in  regard  to 
which  preference  is  given  to  non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  the  Army,  and  in  par- 
ticular I  should  like  to  ask  him  to  say 
whether  a  corresponding  preference  is 
given  to  telegraph  messengers. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  introduced  this  question 
as  if  it  were  a  new  matter.    1  do  not 
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think  it  can  be,  or  I  should  have  heard  of 
it  Certainly  there  have  been  no  new 
regulations  made,  to  my  knowledge, 
within  the  last  three  or  four  years.  If 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  will  ask  a 
question  in  the  House  about  it,  or  see  me 
privately,  I  will  give  him  the  fullest  infor- 
mation that  I  can.  Of  course,  I  have  not  the 
details  before  me  at  the  present  moment, 
and  all  I  can  say  in  reply  to  my  hon 
Friend  opposite  is  that  a  certain  number 
of  places  as  postmen  are  reserved  for  men 
who  have  served  with  the  colours.  The 
rule  is  that  50  per  cent,  of  the  postmen's 
places  are  reserved  for  soldiers  and 
sailors,  and,  I  believe,  militiamen,  and 
50  per  cent,  for  ex-telegraph  messengers. 
I  agree  that  it  might  be  useful  if  the 
House  had  fuller  Knowledge  of  these 
regulations  than  it  has  at  the  present 
moment,  and  I  will  see  whether  the 
suggestion  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
can  be  carried  out.  I  may  say  generally, 
speaking  for  myself  at  any  rate,  that  I 
am  not  able  to  entirely  agree  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo. 
I  think  we  ought  to  find  places  in  the 
public  Departments  for  those  who  have 
served  the  country  well  with  the  oolours, 
both  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  we  are 
steadily  trying  to  bring  about  that  ohange 
with  regard  to  postmen.  I  will  go  further 
and  say,  those  men  ought  not  to  have 
lower  wages  because  they  have  a  pension. 
A  man  who  has  earned  his  pension  ought 
to  have  his  pension  and  pay  at  the  same 
time.  The  effect  of  reserving  50  per  cent,  of 
the  postmen's  places  for  old  soldiers  and 
50  per  cent,  for  ex-telegraph  messengers 
has  been  to  a  large  extent  to  disorganise 
the  telegraph  messenger  service  ;  but  I  am 
of  opinion  that  as  many  positions  as  post- 
men ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  Army 
as  the  Army  can  find  men  thoroughly 
qualified  to  take  those  places.  The  Army 
may,  however,  help  the  Post  Office  by  in- 
ducing boys  from  the  Duke  of  York's 
School  and  the  Royal  Hibernian  School 
to  become  telegraph  messengers,  and  then 
to  join  the  Army  and  become  postmen  in 
their  turn.  In  that  way  those  boys 
would  have  an  assured  career  in  the  Army 
and  the  postal  service,  and  that  would  be 
an  advantage  both  to  the  Army  and  to  the 
postal  service. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  rise  to  repeat  my 
protest  against  the  employment  on  a  con- 
siderable scale  of  Army  and  Navy  men  in 
public  Departments.    I  think  it  is  mon- 
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strous  that  the  public  Departments  of  this 
country  should  be  turned  into  recruiting 
departments  for  the  services  of  the 
country.  The  Army  and  Navy  ought  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  The  business 
of  great  civil  Departments  is  to  do 
the  work  of  the  country.  It  is  a 
totally  new  departure  to  make  these 
Departments  recruiting  agencies.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  a  majority  in  the 
House  might  adopt  the  policy,  but  it 
has  never  been  deliberately  adopted  in 
all  its  bearings  to  the  full  knowledge  of 
the  House,  and  possibly,  if  carried  to  the 
extent  indicated  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  time  will  come  when 
a  reaction  will  set  in.  I  have  had  bitter 
complaints  made  to  me  on  behalf  of 
civilians  who  have  rendered  good  and 
faithful  service  to  the  Post  Office,  and 
who  naturally  expected  to  be  appointed 
permanent  postmen  when  vacancies  arose, 
in  consequence,  however,  of  these  new 
regulations,  they  were  informed  that  all 
the  posts  were  practically  for  men  who 
had  served  in  the  Army  or  Navy.  After 
the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man it  is  perfectly  clear  that  that  is  the 
actual  state  of  the  case.  Now  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  makes  a  further  proposal 
that  the  telegraph  service  is  to  be  used 
as  a  recruiting  agency.  That  is  a  very 
extraordinary  proposal,  and  ought  to  be 
opposed.  For  my  part,  so  far  from  think- 
ing the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  justi- 
fied in  asking  for  further  concessions  for 
the  Army,  I  think  the  Department  has 
gone  much  too  far  in  that  direction. 
Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

"2.  £570,915,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Post  Office  Packet  Service." 

"  3.  £2,338,390,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Post  Office  Telegraphs." 

Sir  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Cam- 
berwell,  Dulwich) :  I  rise  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  greatly 
increased  expenditure  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  postal  telegraphic  services.  I  think 
there  is  a  great  waste  of  money  in  this 
branch  of  the  service.  For  instance,  some 
private  wires  have  been  attached  to  my 
place  of  business  by  the  Post  Office.  I 
have  had  an  estimate  from  the  National 
Telephone  Company  to  supply  the  service 
at  half  the  cost.  As  the  Post  Office 
refuse  to  amend  their  charge,  a  change  is 
being  made,  and  the  Post  Office  are 
taking  down  all  their  posts  and  wires  for 
two  miles  and  a  half.    I  should  not  ha 
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called  attention  to  this  matter  but  for  the 
fact  that  the  same  thing  is  going  on  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and  also  in  my 
own  neighbourhood  I  think  that  to  lose 
business  in  this  way  shows  very  bad 
management  on  the  part  of  the  Post 
Office,  and  I  should  like  to  have  a  promise 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this 
matter. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  make  inquiries,  because  I 
know  the  facts  perfectly  well.  The  mono- 
poly of  the  Post  Office  does  not  extend 
to  wires,  whether  telegraph  or  telephone, 
between  houses  or  properties  belonging  to 

frivate  individuals.  The  service  my  hon. 
riend  refers  to  is  not  essentially  part  of 
the  Post  Office  work  at  all.    In  regard  to 
such  services,  they  would  come  into  com- 
petition, not  only  with  the  National  Tele- 
phone Company,  but  with  any  private 
individual  who  likes  to  start  a  company 
for  setting  up  these  wires ;  and  as  the 
Post  Office  has  plenty  of  public  work  of 
its  own  to  do,  it  has  been  recently  rather 
unwilling  to  extend  the  system  of  private 
wires  where  the  distances  are  compara- 
tively short,  and  where  it  is  possible  there 
may  be  very  keen  competition.  The 
private  wires  we  are  perhaps  willing  to 
extend  are  the  longer  ones.    For  instance, 
we  are  now,  I  believe,  laying  private  wires 
between  London  and  Edinburgh.  I  cannot 
undertake  that  the  Post  Office  will  go 
farther  than  they  have  gone  already. 
Within  the  last  month  or  two  we  havo 
made  very  considerable  reductions  in  our 
charges  for  private  wires,  if  the  persons 
using  them  will  undertake  to  use  them 
for  another  five  years.    I  do  not  know 
whether  the  wires  to  which  my  hon. 
Friend  refers  come  within  that  category. 
We  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  a  public  company,  and  I  cannot 
undertake  that  we  shall  go  any  further 
than  we  have  already  gone.    We  have 
reduced  the  charges  on  those  wires  to  a 
certain  extent,  and  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  not  content  with  the  charge 
we  make  I  can  only  say  that  he  must  go 
to  the  National  Telephone  Company.  We 
are  certainly  not  going  to  enter  into  a 
cutting  competition  with  the  company. 

Sir  J.  B.  MAPLE:  I  am  afraid  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  quite 
recognise  the  point  that  these  wires  have 
been  put  up  now  for  some  five  years,  and 
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that  the  Post  Office  is  not  only  throwing 
money  away  by  not  reducing  its  prices, 
but  it  is  actually  taking  down  all  the 
posts  and  tackle,  which  is  a  great  expense ; 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  to  be  a  ridiculous 
thing  to  say  that  the  charges  to  which  I 
have  referred  are  not  worth  saving. 

Captain  BETHELL  (York  E.  R., 
Holderness) :  What  I  really  think  we 
ought  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  whether,  instead  of  pulling  them  down, 
it  might  not  be  possible  to  sell  them ;  and, 
secondly,  whether  it  is  not  possible  to 
stop  the  disgraceful  waste  of  money  that 
has  been  and  is  going  on. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  contradict  abso- 
lutely that  a  waste  of  money  has  taken 
place.  What  my  hon.  Friend  complains 
of  is  that  unless  the  Post  Office  grants 
him  the  same  terms  for  these  wires 
as  the  terms  adopted  by  the  National 
Telephone  Company  he  will  not  continue 
the  connection,  ft  is  quite  clear  that 
that  cannot  be  done.  We  must  have  a 
fixed  tariff,  and  we  have  already  made 
considerable  reductions.  If  he  does  not 
like  to  pay  our  terms,  it  appears  to  us 
better  to  remove  the  wires. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

4.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed— 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £496,600,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  Customs  Department " 

*Mr.  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) :  In  the 
year  1890,  upon  this  Vote,  a  discussion  was 
initiated  on  the  grievances  of  the  various 
grades  of  Customs  officers.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  of  that  day,  who 
is  now  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
agreed  at  the  time  to  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  allegations  which  had  been 
brought  forward  as  to  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  service.  And  as  my  ex- 
cuse for  bringing  up  this  subject  again 
I  should  just  like  to  refer  to  the  words  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  urged  that  good  faith 
should  be  kept  with  these  officers  in  order 
that  they  should  have  no  reason  to  com- 
plain that  the  terms  on  which  they 
entered  the  service  had  been  changed  to 
their  detriment.  I  contend  that  the 
terms  of  their  service  have  been  changed, 
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greatly  to  their  detriment,  and  they  have  a 
good  cause  of  complaint  with  which  to 
come  to  this  House.  As  a  result  of  the 
debate  in  1890  the  then  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  the  Financial 
Secretary  of  that  day  (Mr.  Jackson) 
entered  into  a  prolonged  inquiry,  the  out- 
come of  which  was  a  Treasury  Minute 
which  was  promulgated  in  1891.  That 
minute  gave  almost  universal  satisfaction 
through  the  whole  of  the  Customs 
service ;  and  now,  if  I  may,  I  shall  point 
out  to  the  Committee  how  this  applies  to 
this  vote,  and  how  it  is  that  we  are 
making  allegations  against  Her  Majesty's 
Treasury.  These  men  are  the  officers 
responsible  for  the  collection  of 
£22,000,000,  the  product  of  the  import 
duty  on  all  dutiable  goods  coming  into 
Great  Britain.  The  number  of  officers  is 
not  large,  although  the  duty  is  an 
exceedingly  important  one.  Fifteen 
hundred  men  of  various  grades  in  the 
service  take  charge  of  the  whole  of  these 
matters,  from  the  moment  that  the 
imported  goods  come  into  the  port  to 
the  time  when  they  pass  out  through 
the  bonded  warehouses  to  the  mer- 
chants to  whom  they  are  consigned. 
Now,  in  1890  these  officers  made  cer- 
tain complaints.  They  alleged  that  pro- 
motion was  delayed,  that  the  duty 
which  they  were  performing  was  not 
such  as  they  were  entitled  to  expect 
when  they  entered  their  service ; 
they  alleged  that  changes  in  their  duties 
were  being  made  to  their  disadvantage, 
that  work  which  had  been  performed  by 
officers  of  higher  grade  was  being  shifted 
on  to  the  shoulders  of  men  with  lower 
qualifications,  and  that  there  was  an 
insufficiency  of  staff  to  safeguard  the 
revenues  of  the  country.  There  were 
two  or  three  other  charges  as  to  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Financial  Secretary  were  unable  to  agree, 
but  so  far  as  the  charges  which  I  nave 
enumerated  are  concerned  they  admitted 
that  the  officers  had  made  good  the 
charges  brought  forward  in  the  House. 
Consequently  the  Treasury  recommended 
the  Customs  Board  to  make  certain 
changes  in  the  service  which  would  do 
away  with  these  complaints.  The  recom- 
mendations, in  the  main,  were  such  as  to 
give  contentment  in  the  service,  and  it 
was  concluded  by  the  officers  that  a  new 
bargain  had  been  entered  into  between 
them  and  their  employers.  They  were 
prepared  to  execute  their  part  of  the  con-  j 


tract  faithfully,  and  they  naturally  looked 
to  the  Treasury  to  perform  theirs.  Now, 
having  examined  the  complaints  from  these 
officers,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  has  been  a  gross  breach  of  faith  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  and  especially 
upon  that  part  which  is  known  as  the 
Customs  Board.  I  fully  recognise,  of 
course,  the  difficulties  that  may  ensue  if 
one  too  readily  lends  one's  ear  to  complaints 
made  by  any  portion  of  the  Civil  Sorvice. 
Therefore  I  have  tried  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years  to  avoid  bringing  this  subject 
under  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  I 
have  tried  private  negotiations  with  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and 
I  have  to  record  that  I  am  thankful  for 
the  courtesy  that  I  have  always  received, 
and  I  can  only  regard  the  information 
which  has  been  supplied  to  him  from 
other  sources  as  misleading.  The  highest 
grade  officers  on  out-door  work  are 
the  collectors.  There  are  very  few  of 
these  offices,  and  they  are  looked  upon 
as  the  prizes  of  the  profession,  and  are 
watched  with  keen  anxiety  by  those 
officers  who  are  a  grade  below.  The 
next  is  the  grade  of  surveyor,  who  re- 
ceives a  minimum  of  £350  per  annum, 
rising  to  a  maximum  of  £500. 
In  the  first  place  these  latter 
gentlemen  complain  that  the  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  out-door  collector  had 
been  stayed.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer admitted  very  fully  the  com- 
plaint, and  arranged  that  there  should  be 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  officers 
employed  in  the  higher  grades,  and  par- 
ticularly that  those  collectorships  should 
be  open  to  the  surveyors.  The  sur- 
veyors realised  that  from  that  date 
they  would  have  a  chance  of  getting  a 
collectorship.  Now,  although  that  minute 
is  eight  years  old,  not  one  appointment 
to  a  collectorship  from  a  survivorship 
was  made  until  last  year.  Two  years 
ago  I  addressed  a  question  on  the  subject 
to  the  Treasury,  and  the  reply  I  got  was 
most  unsatisfactory.  The  Treasury  fully 
admitted  that  a  promise  was  made,  but  it 
was  not  expedient  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  Government  to  carry  that  promise 
out. 


*Mr.  HANBURY:  To  carry  what 
out  ? 


*Mr.  GRAY:  The  promise  that  the 
collectorships  should   be  open  to  the 
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surveyors.  During  that  time  a  number 
of  men,  from  age,  have  been  retired  from 
the  service  who  have  been  led  while  they 
were  in  to  expect  promotion  through  the 
clause  inserted  in  the  Treasury  minute. 
It  was  also  said  that  in  order  to  improve 
the  condition  of  affairs  that  there  should 
be  re-created  a  certain  number  of  sur- 
veyors of  the  first  class.  It  was  said 
that  they  would  create  a  more  rapid 
promotion  from  the  second  and  the  third 
grade  of  surveyors.  In  1892,  when  the 
minute  was  promulgated,  there  were  53 
officers  of  higher  grade,  and  in  1 898  there 
were  only  42.  There  has  been  a  reduc- 
tion in  this  portion  of  the  service,  and  in 
the  higher  ranks  of  the  service  extensive 
reductions  have  been  made,  while  in  the 
lower  ranks  great  increases  have  been 
made.  All  this  may  be  desirable  and  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  service.  It 
may  be  desirable  that  the  strictest 
economy  should  prevail,  but  you  can 
carry  economy  so  far  as  to  endanger  the 
efficiency  of  the  service,  and  I  allege  now 
that  it  has  been  carried  to  such  a  length 
as  not  only  to  endanger  the  efficiency  of 
the  department  but  to  result  in  a  very 
great  loss.  My  second  complaint  is,  that 
all  the  second  and  third  class  officers 
have  lost  that  promotion  which  they 
should  have  had  if  the  first  -  class 
surveyors  had  been  re-created.  The 
loss  to  the  surveyors  is  a  loss  to 
the  officers  below  them,  and  a  number  of 
men  in  the  first-class  surveyor  class  being 
reduced  instead  of  increased  has  resulted 
in  the  first-class  examining  officers  losing 
their  chance  of  promotion.  Their  com- 
plaint, however,  is  of  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent character ;  how  it  has  arisen  is  not 
quite  known,  but  these  out-door  officers 
are  engaged  in  the  particular  work  of 
measuring  up  the  casks,  estimating  the 
amount  of  spirit  they  contain,  and  the 
amount  of  duty  which  the  Treasury  ought 
to  receive.  They  are  men  exposed  to  all 
kinds  of  weather,  who  are  out  both  night 
and  day,  and  whose  hands  have  lost  the 
slcill  forwriting  essays  and  answering  ques- 
tions on  paper,  and  who  are  consequently 
no  longer  able  to  compete  in  the  examina- 
tion room  with  the  young  men  of 
twenty  or  twenty-five  years  of  age 
who  have  come  straight  from  their 
schools,  and  who  have  crammed  up  the 
work  from  books  and  papers,  but  who  are 
wholly  without  that  practical  experience 
which  is  so  necessary  for  this  business. 
That  is  the  complaint  that  they  brought 
Mr.  Gray. 


up,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
that  day  dealt  with  it  by  saying  that  the 
examinations  for  this  part  of  the  service 
should  be  no  longer  of  a  literary  charac- 
ter, but  of  a  practical  character.    It  was 
pointed  out  that  neither  under  the  nomi- 
native nor  the  competitive  system  did  the 
serviee  obtain  the  men  fitted  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  this  office,  and  in  the  future, 
instead  of  having  a  competitive  examina- 
tion, it  was  said  that  the  persons  who 
desired  to  go  in  for  this  office  should  be 
called  to  London,  where  they  could  be 
subjected    to    a    practical    viva  voce 
examination.    That  was  an  eminently 
satisfactory  solution.    It  was  practical 
work  ;   the  men   had    not   to  write 
essays  and  make  up  fancy  accounts.  They 
had  to  find  actual  quantities  and  go 
through  everyday  work.  What  happened  ? 
Within  the  first  two  years  following  the 
issue  of  the  minute  this  promise  was  dis- 
tinctly broken  and  violated.    The  men 
were  put  through  an  examination,  largely 
of  a  literary  character,  with  the  result 
that  the  men  from  the  schools  who  were 
ready  to  write  essays  as  to  the  way  in 
which  you  ought  to  gauge  a  cask,  but 
who  could  not  do  the  practical  work,  got 
these  positions.    After  two  years  the 
complaints  resulted  in  the  abolition  of 
this  examination  ;  but  the  mistake  having 
been  made,  a  certain  number  of  these 
young  men  were  placed  over  the  heads  of 
the  older  men  of  practical  experience ; 
and  once  there  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
remedy  the  mistake  which  has  been  com- 
mitted.   Year  after  year  they  have  gone 
on,  and  older  men  who  should  have  been 
sent  to  the  top  of  their  grade  are  standing 
53  places  lower  down  than  they  ought  to 
be.    When  the  time  comes  to  compete  for 
the  surveyorships,  these  men  will  step 
forward,  and  the  old  men,  the  practical 
men,  who  have  all  the  skill,  will  lose  all 
possibility  of  receiving  any  chance  of 
obtaining  one  of  the  prizes  of  the  pro- 
fession to  which  they  are  justly  entitled, 
and   to  which   the    Treasury  minute 
admitted  their  right  of  claim.    I  suggest 
that  the  claims  of  these  old  men  who 
have  suffered,  not  through  any  fault  of 
their  own,  but    through  the  manner 
in  which  the  Customs  Board  has  carried 
out  the  recommendations    which  the 
Treasury  placed  in  their  hands — I  suggest 
the  fault  is  one  which  must  be  remedied, 
even  though  it  may  be  difficult.  These 
men  have  lost  53  chances  to  which  thev 
are  entitled,  aJid  therefore,  ^e^oungeY 
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men  ought  not  to  feel  aggrieved  if  these 
positions  are  increased  by  53  more.  These 
men  might  well  be  added  to  that  grade  of 
service,  and  that  would  in  some  measure 
recompense  them  for  the  loss  which  they 
have  sustained  owing  to  the  way  in 
which  the  minute  of  1891  was  carried  out. 
Now,  prior  to  this  inquiry,  which  was  held 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  now 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  1890,  it 
was  alleged  by  the  officers  that  many 
important  duties  which  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged by  men  of  ripe  experience  were 
being  placed  in  the  hands  of  young  and 
inexperienced  persons.  This  refers  par- 
ticularly to  the  important  work  of  import 
gauging.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  this  phase,  because  if  it  were 
not  so  serious  the  explanations  given 
would  be  extremely  amusing.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  agreed  and  set 
forth  in  the  Minute  that  in  future  the  im- 
portant work  of  import  gauging,  which 
had  hitherto  been  performed  by  first  or 
second  class  examining  officers,  should  in 
the  future  be  fulfilled,  so  far  as  possible, 
by  first-class  examiners  only.  Since  the 
date  of  the  writing  of  the  Minute  the 
clause  has  never  been  carried  out.  The 
work  of  import  gauging  is  still  being 
carried  on  by  second-class  examining 
officers  and  the  assistant-examining 
officers.  I  brought  that  matter  before  the 
Commissioners,  and  their  explanation  is 
that  the  phrase  "  important  work 
of  gauging  does  not  apply  to  the 
whole,  but  only  to  the  more  impor- 
tant portions  of  it.  They  say  it  is 
ridiculous  that  a  first-class  examining 
officer  should  be  made  to  gauge  cheap 
wine,  especially  claret,  that  they  are  only 
expected  to  gauge  the  more  important 
wine.  I  am  very  much  surprised  that  such 
an  explanation  should  be  given,  because  in 
the  report  a  little  further  on  the  same 
duty  is  described,  the  same  class  of  officers 
is  referred  to,  and  there  is  no  distinction 
drawn  between  cheap  and  expensive  wine. 
Again  and  again  throughout  the  pages  of 
this  Minute  a  promise  is  made  to  these 
men  by  a  State  Department  that  a  certain 
class  of  work  shall  in  future  be  dis- 
charged by  particular  officers  in  order  to 
increase  the  rates  of  promotion  for  men 
in  the  lower  grades.  For  two  years  a 
private  confidential  interpreting  Minute 
existed  between  the  Treasury  and  the 
Customs  Board,  of  which  the  men  had 
no  knowledge  whatever.  They  saw  casks 
of  wine  still  gauged  by  men  of  the  second 
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class,  and  they  wondered  why  the  work 
was  not  discharged  by  higher  grade  men. 
But  the  whole  of  the  time  there  existed 
this  interpreting  Minute,  to  the  effect 
that  those  who  signed  it  never  meant 
what  they  attached  their  names  to.  I 
am  told — I  hope  it  is  no  breach  of 
etiquette  to  mention  it — that  the  secre- 
tary who  wrote  the  Minute  did  not 
accurately  represent  those  who  subse- 
quently signed  it.  That  is  a  very  lame 
excuse  for  any  Department  to  put  before 
the  House  of  Commons  as  a  justification 
for  what,  to  my  mind,  is  defrauding  men 
of  what  they  were  led  to  expect.  I  am 
not  setting  forth  any  new  claim  for  these 
men,  I  am  not  asking  for  any  increase  in 
their  salaries,  and  I  am  not  taking  up  the 
usual  line  of  asking  that  the  men 
should  be  allowed  to  break  their  con- 
tract. My  own  contention  is  that 
this  document  constitutes  a  contract 
between  the  men  and  the  Department, 
and  I  care  not  whether  it  was  clumsily 
drawn  by  a  secretary  or  whether  those 
who  signed  it  neglected  to  carefully 
examine  its  clauses.  It  has  been  signed 
by  Ministers  of  State,  and  every  word  of 
it  ought  to  be  interpreted  as  an  ordinary 
man  would  interpret  it,  and  its  operation 
should  not  be  restricted  in  a  sense  never 
intended.  I  may  point  out  that  this 
work  of  import  gauging  is  one  requiring 
great  skill,  dexterity,  and  long  years  of 
practice.  For  the  purposes  of  the  State 
it  is  as  important  that  cheap  wines  should 
be  as  accurately  gauged  as  expensive 
wines,  because  on  the  gauging  depends 
the  amount  of  duty  the  merchant  has  to 
pay.  The  principle  is  exactly  the 
same,  and  this  Minute  laid  down 
in  the  most  explicit  manner  that 
this  work  was  to  be  discharged  by 
first-class  examining  officers,  in  order 
that  those  below  them  might  enjoy  the 
opportunity  of  promotion.  I  shall  listen 
with  no  little  curiosity  to  the  defence 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
may  now  bring  forward.  The  Customs 
Board  themselves  admit  that  they  do  not 
retain  the  work  of  import  gauging  for 
first-class  officers  alone,  but  they  allege 
that  it  is  absurd  to  suggest  that  the  work 
of  gauging  light  clarets  should  be 
reserved  for  first-class  officers.  I  have 
ventured  to  dwell  on  this  particular 
phase  of  the  question,  but  it  would  be 
easy  to  show  that  it  is  only  one  cause  of 
the  discontent  which  runs  through 
the    whole   of    this   important  State 
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Department,  and  a  discontented  class  of 
servants  is  not  likely  to  render  efficient 
service  to  the  State.  I  will  now  pass 
to  another  question.  The  great  com- 
plaint made  by  the  men  is  that  the 
rate  of  promotion  is  slower  than  they 
were  entitled  to  expect.  Again  and  again 
it  was  stated  in  the  Minute  that  while 
the  Treasury  could  not  undertake  to 
increase  the  salaries,  they  would  under- 
take to  improve  the  rate  of  promotion, 
and  therefore  inter  alia  the  Minute  laid 
down  that  each  branch  of  the  service 
should  have  attached  to  it  a  sufficient 
margin  of  officers  of  that  class  to  meet 
the  vacancies  arising  from  sickness  and 
leave  of  absence.  The  men  of  the  lower 
ranks  had  been  for  years,  were  during 
the  time  of  the  Minute,  and  are  still, 
called  upon  in  the  most  unwarrantable 
fashion  to  discharge  the  more  important 
duties  of  officers  of  a  superior  grade  with- 
out receiving  the  emoluments  attached  to 
that  particular  grade.  It  would  be  absurd 
to  suggest  that  it  would  be  possible  to  do 
without  the  system  of  acting"  alto- 
gether. In  the  smaller  ports  men  may 
reasonably  be  called  upon,  daily  if  you 
will,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  higher 
ranks,  but  I  allege,  and  I  think  I  can 
prove,  that  this  system  of  "acting"  is 
going  on  all  over  the  country  to  a  most 
unwarrantable  extent.  In  London  and 
the  provinces  men  of  inferior  grade  are 
called  upon,  at  a  minute's  notice,  to  dis- 
charge not  for  a  day,  or  a  week, 
or  a  month,  but  for  even  greater 
periods,  the  duties  of  officers  wno  are 
sick.  Take  Mount  Pleasant  office  for 
example.  I  am  prepared  to  give  the 
names,  places,  and  times.  In  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Postal  import  duty  is  collected,  a 
first-class  examining  officer  has  been 
acting  as  surveyor  for  six  weeks 
straight  off.  This  is  not  a  small  port  a 
couple  of  hundred  miles  away  from  the 
central  office.  The  amusing  part  of  it  is 
that  if  a  man  in  receipt  of  £70  a  year  is 
away  sick,  they  will  send  to  a  neighbour- 
ing station  for  a  man  of  the  same  class 
to  fill  his  place,  but  when  a  man  is  absent 
who  is  in  receipt  of  £400  a  year  it  is 
naturally  cheaper  to  employ  a  man  of 
£250  to  discharge  his  duties,  and  save 
the  expense  which  would  be  attached  to 
increasing  the  staff  of  that  particular 
depot.  That  may  be  to  the  interests  of 
the  Exchequer,  but  it  is  not  to  the  interest 
of  the  taxpayer  in  the  long  run,  because  a 
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man  so  employed  becomes  discontented, 
and  some  of  the  menare  not  fit  for  the  duty. 
A  special  promise  was  made  with  regard 
to  Liverpool,  but  it  has  never  been  ful- 
filled. The  following  are  the  number  of 
davs  worked  in  the  port  of  Leith  by 
inferior  officers  in  superior  positions  : — 
January  105,  February  69,  March  63, 
April  41,  May  53,  July  62,  December  65, 
in  addition  to  which  there  were  parts  of 
days,  together  making  up  nearly  12 
days.  For  a  port  of  that  character 
this  is  a  most  unwarrantable  exercise  of 
the  system  of  "  acting."  In  other  ports 
of  the  country  the  same  thing  is  going 
In  district  after  district  there  are 
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unreasonable  claims  on  young  men  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  older  and 
more  responsible  officers.  I  believe 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
admitted  that  the  principle  of 
acting  ought  not  to  be  carried  on  to  an 
unreasonable  extent,  and  the  whole 
question  therefore  is,  what  can  be 
described  as  unreasonable  1  I  cannot 
come  to  any  other  conclusion,  after  a 
most  careful  study  of  the  Minute,  and 
also  a  study  of  the  system,  that  "  acting  " 
is  carried  on  to  an  unwarrantable  extent. 
The  explanation  to  my  mind  is  that  there 
is  competition  between  the  Excise  and 
Customs  Departments  as  to  which  can 
collect  the  largest  amount  of  revenue  at 
the  smallest  amount  of  cost,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  year  after  year, 
although  the  Customs  revenue  has  in- 
creased, the  cost  of  the  service  is  decreasing. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  if  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  will  carry  his  investigations 
not  a  very  great  distance,  he  will  find 
that  this  system  has  resulted  not  in  the 
collection  of  a  larger  amount  of  revenue, 
but  of  a  much  smaller  amount  than  would 
be  secured  if  the  service  were  sufficiently 
manned.  With  regard  to  the  Assis- 
tants, their  claim  is  not  based  on  the 
Treasury  Minute,  for  the  sufficient 
reason  that  that  class  was  not  in 
existence  when  the  Minute  was  issued. 
They  asked  the  Treasury  to  institute 
certain  reforms  in  their  conditions  of 
service,  rates  of  pay,  and  promotion,  and, 
oddly  enough,  the  Treasury  acceded  to 
all  their  claims,  but  instead  of  applying 
the  remedy  to  the  men  already  in  the 
service  who  asked  for  these  improve- 
ments, it  was  applied  only  to  new 
entrants  to  the  service.  What  is  the 
result?  You  have  sitting  at  the 
same  desk,  in  the  same  office,  two  men — 
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one  with  four  years'  service  and  a  salary 
of  £70  5s.,  the  other  with  four  days' 
service  and  a  salary  of  £70.  The  latter 
has  had  no  service  ;  he  is  only  a  young 
fellow  who  has  just  passed  his  examina- 
tions, but  under  the  new  conditions  he 
gets  £70  as  his  initial  salary.  The  other 
man  has  four  years'  service,  but  before 
he  joined  this  particular  grade  he  was 
discharging  two  classes  of  duty,  one  of  a 
comparatively  important  character,  the 
other  of  a  comparatively  unimportant 
character.  In  the  new  class  which  has 
been  constituted  he  drops  the  unim- 
portant work,  and  is  discharging  nothing 
but  the  important  work.  That  is  the.  first 
year  of  their  comradeship.  After  the 
seventh  year  the  newcomer  is  getting 
£100,  whereas  the  other  must  labour 
12  or  13  years  before  he  reaches  that 
level.  Such  an  arrangement  is  mani- 
festly unjust.  I  apologise  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  having  elaborated  these  griev- 
ances at  such  great  length,  but  I  believe 
I  am  justified,  not  only  because  of  the 
complaints  on  the  part  of  the  men,  but 
also  because,  owing  to  the  inadequate 
staff,  there  is  being  practised  very  exten- 
sive fraud  on  Her  Majesty's  Revenue. 
The  men  declare,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  them,  that  this  is  the  sort  of  thing 
that  goes  on  day  by  day.  A  cargo  of 
high-class  wines  or  spirits  arrives  at  the 
docks  ;  it  is  immediately  taken  charge  of 
by  a  first-class  examining  officer ;  it  is 
gauged  and  ullaged,  and  its  strength 
is  determined  and  registered.  It  is 
then  transferred  to  a  bonded  ware- 
house, where  it  is  locked  up  in  charge  of 
a  bonded  warehouseman  and  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Customs  Board.  What 
takes  place  1  In  order  to  secure  that  no 
leakage  occurs  a  Surveyor  of  Customs 
goes  into  the  bonded  warehouse,  consults 
the  register  of  casks,  and  asks  that  the 
particular  cask  be  produced.  Now  there 
are  not  sufficient  officers  of  this  class  to 
allow  the  officer  to  wait  until  the  par- 
ticular cask  he  asks  for  is  brought  up. 
Having  called  for  the  cask,  he  is  off  to 
some  other  duty  and  may  not  be  back 
for  five  hours.  Meantime  the  cask  is  tam- 
pered with,  and  the  loss  which  was  going 
on  has  been  made  good,  and  the  officer  is 
deceived.  In  its  turn  that  particular 
cask  will  be  dealt  with  to  make  up 
the  loss  in  others.  I  may  be  told  that 
this  is  a  fanciful  picture,  but  is  it  not  a 
fact  that  within  the  last  few  months,  at 
one  port  alone,  no  less  than  ten  thousand 


gallons  of  spirits  escaped  in  this  way, 
involving  duty  to  the  Crown  of  over 
£7,000  ?  I  would  ask  whether  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  docks  in  that  port 
it  was  not  possible  to  purchase  2d.  worth  of 
good  spirits  in  the  streets  from  Unlicensed 
persons,  and  the  Customs  officers  did  not 
discover  the  fraud  until  after  an  employee 
had  been  dismissed.  Who  had  to  pay 
the  piper  ?  The  bonded  warehouse  hands 
over  bonds  to  the  Treasury  for,  I  think, 
£5,000.  That  was  not  sufficient  to  cover 
the  loss  in  this  case,  and  the  Treasury 
had  to  put  into  force  an  old  Act  of 
Parliament  by  which  they  compelled 
the  warehouse  to  pay  the  full  duty. 
That  occurred  through  an  inadequate 
staff  of  Customs  officers.  In  two  other 
ports  spirits  have  been  leaking  away  to 
the  extent  of  several  hundreds  of  pounds  of 
duty  during  the  last  twelve  months,  in 
what  manner  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
to  determine,  because  the  Customs  Board 
have  not  at  their  disposal  a  sufficient  staff 
of  officers  to  go  round  and  take  stock  in 
the  warehouses.  I  am  not  asking  that 
the  salaries  of  these  men  be  increased, 
because  I  do  not  take  the  view  that 
having  entered  into  a  contract  that  con- 
tract should  be  broken.  But  while  I  take 
that  stand  in  defence  of  the  Treasury, 
I  am  bound  to  take  an  equal  stand 
in  defence  of  the  men.  Many  of  them 
live  in  my  own  constituency,  and  they 
have  made  me  familiar  with  their  com- 
plaints, and  I  think  the  Board  of  Customs 
have  so  far  offered  no  adequate  defence. 
I  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  look  into  the  matter  himself.  I  have 
the  utmost  confidence  in  his  fairness,  and 
if  he  be  left  alone  and  not  fettered  by  any 
permanent  official  who  may  receive  a  bonus 
if  they  can  get  the  Estimates  cut  down,  I 
should  be  prepared  to  leave  the  case  in 
his  hands.  I  had  hope  of  urging  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Committee  of  Enquiry, 
but  I  prefer  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  should  be  judge  and  jury  at  the 
same  time,  because  I  am  confident  he  will 
deal  with  the  question  fairly.  I  move 
that  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £100. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  Item  B  (Port  Establishments)  be 
i educed  by  £100  in  respect  of  Salaries,  etc." 
(Mr.  Gray.) 

*Mr.  HANBURY :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  West  Ham  has  made  a 
very  unfair  attack  upon  the  permanent 
officials.     Who  are  these  permanent 
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officials  who  have  received  the  bonuses  of 
which  he  spoke,  and  what  reason  has  he 
to  suppose  that  they  are  less  fair  in  trying 
to  deal  with  a  matter  of  this  kind  than  I 
am  1  The  whole  speech  of  my  hon. 
Friend  is  a  speech  practically  in  favour  of 
more  rapid  promotion  in  this  branch  of 
the  Customs  service.  That  is  the  whole 
gist  of  his  remarks  from  beginning  to 
end.  He  first  complains  that  the  terms 
of  the  Goschen  Minute  have  not  been 
carried  out  with  regard  to  the  promotion 
of  surveyors  to  collectorships.  As  far 
as  I  understand  the  Goschen  Minute, 
the  idea  was  that  a  certain  number  of 
surveyors  should  be  appointed  to  collec- 
torships, that  there  should  be  no  gulf 
between  the  grades,  and  that  it  should  be 
possible  for  surveyors  to  be  appointed  as 
collectors  in  certain  ports.  That  has 
occurred  certainly  in  one  case  quite 
recently,  and  my  hon.  Friend  must  know 
that  in  a  great  number  of  cases  the 
salaries  of  surveyors  are  very  much  in 
excess  of  the  salaries  of  collectors.  The 
hon.  Member  has  dealt  with  the  question 
of  the  number  of  surveyors,  and  he 
very  fairly  says  that  that  number 
in  relation  to  the  number  of  junior 
officers  to  a  great  extent  governs 
the  rapidity  of  promotion.  But  he  also 
says  that  there  has  been  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  higher  grade  officers  since 
1892.  That  statement  is,  however, 
misleading.  The  total  number  of  sur- 
veyors' posts,  or  their  equivalents,  since 
the  Goschen  Minute  has  undoubtedly 
been  increased.  I  do  not  say  that 
decreases  have  not  taken  place,  but  the 
statistics  of  my  hon.  Friend  evidently 
refer  only  to  the  port  of  London,  where, 
naturally,  they  have  decreased,  because 
there  was  not  sufficient  work  for  them  to 
do.  Nevertheless,  the  number  of  sur- 
veyors elsewhere  has  been  increased, 
and  all  these  places  are  open  to 
men  in  the  lower  grade,  whether  they 
belong  to  London  or  to  other  ports. 
Therefore,  the  number  of  places  open  to 
them  has  not  been  decreased  in  any  way 
by  the  reduction  in  the  port  of  London. 
I  have  been  asked  if  there  was  not  a 
distinct  promise  of  a  permanent  increase 
in  the  first  and  second  class  surveyors  in 
the  port  of  London.  That  was  not  so,  for 
it  was  simply  said  that  there  should  be  a 
temporary  increase  pending  the  promotion 
of  certain  third-class  surveyors,  and  my 
point  is  that  the  promise  as  to  London  has 
been  carried  out,  and  the  promise  as  to  pro- 
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motion  has  also  been  carried  out.  Although 
the  surveyors  all  over  the  country  have 
been  reduced  by  eight,  this  has  been 
only  a  nominal  decrease,  because  the 
number  of  equivalent  posts  has  been 
increased  by  nine  or  ten.  It  should 
also  be  remembered  that  the  first- 
class  examining  officers,  which  is  the 
class  immediately  next  to  the  sur- 
veyors, are  actually  getting  the  same 
maximum  salary  as  was  Deing  obtained  by 
seventeen  of  the  surveyors  at  the  time  of 
the  Goschen  Minute.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  the  number  of  places  for  junior 
appointments  has  also  been  very  largely 
increased,  but  that  is  not  the  fact.  The 
comparison  that  has  been  made  by  my 
hon.  Friend,  or  by  those  who  advised  him, 
is  a  comparison  based  upon  the  estimates 
of  1890-91,  and  in  those  estimates  a 
peculiar  mistake  occurred.  It  had  been 
intended  to  cut  down  the  second  clasB  by 
200,  and  the  result  was  that  in  the  esti- 
mates the  number  put  down  as  intended 
to  serve  during  that  year  was  617  as 
against  860.  As  a  matter  of  fact  that 
policy  was  not  carried  out,  and  the 
number  actually  on  the  staff  during  that 
year  was  not  617  but  816.  That  entirely 
alters  the  calculation  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
and  the  proportion  of  surveyors  and 
examining  officers  first  class  to  the 
lower  classes  is  exactly  the  same  now 
as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  Goschen 
Minute.  Then  the  hon.  Member  com- 
plains that  a  large  amount  of  work  is 
being  done  by  the  second-class  examining 
officers  which  ought  to  be  done  by  the 
first-class  officers ;  but  if  the  former 
were  transferred  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  increasing  the  number  of  the  higher 
grade,  and,  indirectly,  increasing  the 
pensions.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  language  of  the  Minute  is  not  as 
perfect  as  it  possibly  might  be,  but  it  is 
better  to  interpret  that  Minute  by  the 
language  of  the  person  who  drew  it  up, 
and  my  right  hon.  Friend,  the  present 
First  LoTd  of  the  Admiralty,  on  the  very 
first  day  when  this  Minute  had  to  be 
interpreted,  said  that  in  his  view  only 
important  work  should  be  given  to  the 
first-class  examining  officers.  Surely  that 
was  in  accordance  with  common  sense.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  even  my  hon.  Friend 
wants  to  create  posts  for  men,  or  to  pay 
salaries  higher  than  the  character  of  the 
work  which  they  have  actually  got  to  do. 
What  is  the  difference  between  these  two 
classes  1    The  second  class  have  to  gauge 
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the  cheaper  wines,  whereas  the  work  of  the 
first-class  examining  officers  is  that  of  gaug-  I 
ing  the  dearer  wines,  and  more  especially 
spirits.  Why  is  it  that  the  inferior  officers  I 
gauge  the  inferior  wines,  while  the  first-  | 
class  officers  have  to  gauge  the  higher  j 
class  of  wines  ?  One  reason  is  that  the  j 
responsibility  is  greater  ;  and  I  under- 
stand that  there  is  less  difference  between  ! 
the  casks  containing  light  French  wines, 
so  that  less  skill  in  gauging  is  required.  Jn  1 
regard  to  spirits  and  dearer  wines  that  is  ! 
not  the  case,  more  especially  in  regard  ! 
to  spirits,  which  come  in  all  kinds  of  casks  , 
and  shapes,  and  a  man  has  to  be  an  expert  I 
to  gauge  the  different  shapes  and  different  j 
forms  of  these  casks.  I  think,  therefore,  ' 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  J 
work  of  the  two  classes.  The  hon.  I 
Member  next  referred  to  the  system  of  j 
"  acting,"  and  I  perfectly  agree  with  him  I 
that  it  is  possible  to  carry  this  practice 
too  far.  It  is,  however,  an  advantage  for 
of  a  lower  grade  to  discharge  the 


one 

duties  of  a  higher  position,  and  "act  as 
substitute  in  the  absence  of  his  superior 
officer,  because  that  better  qualifies  him 
for  promotion.  I  find  the  same  thing 
going  on  in  the  Post  Office,  where  I  have 
known  men  "acting  "  for  a  year  at  a  time, 
and  that  is  grossly  unfair.  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  however,  that  it  is  perfectly  fair 
to  apply  it  to  the  Customs  service.  I  am 
surprised  to  find  that  the  cases  quoted  by 
my  hon.  Friend  were  not  very  long  ones, 
and  he  quoted  a  case  which  he  thought 
was  one  of  great  hardship,  where  a  man 
had  been  "acting"  for  six  weeks.  I 
do  not  think  that  was  a  hardship, 
and  if  that  is  one  of  the  worst 
cases,  then  I  cannot  think  that  the 
practice  prevails  to  the  extent  which 
the  hon.  Member  thinks  it  does.  The 
hon.  Member  complains  that  under 
the  Goschen  Minute  there  was  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  men  pass  from  the 
second  class  of  examining  officers  to  the 
first  class  by  competitive  examination,  but 
that  was  found  to  be  somewhat  too  favour- 
able to  the  younger  officers,  and  a  system 
was  substituted  by  which  the  men  practi- 
cally went  up  by  seniority  if  they  passed 
a  qualifying  examination.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  he  wanted  to  see  the 
Goschen  Minute  carried  out  literally,  but 
his  great  complaint  now  is  that  the 
Goschen  Minute  is  carried  out. 

Mr.  GRAY :  The  Goschen  Minute  laid 
it  down  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 


Exchequer,  having  seen  the  advantage  of 
this  form  of  examination,  decided  to 
introduce  it  in  the  Customs  service,  and 
what  I  complained  of  was  that  the  two 
subsequent  examinations  were  a  violation 
of  that  clause. 


♦Mr.  H ANBURY :  I  do  not  think  that 
my  hon.  Friend's  contention  is  correct,  be- 
cause it  has  never  been  brought  to  my 
knowledge  that  this  examination  was  not 
in  accordance  with  the  Treasury  Minute 
of  Mr.  Goschen.    I  now  come  to  the  last 
point,  which  is  that  of  assistants  of  Cus- 
toms.   The  hon.  Member  complains  that 
there  are  men  acting  as  assistants  of 
Customs  some  of  whom  have  had  four 
years'  service,  and  yet  others  who  have 
only  had  one  year  of  service  are  getting 
exactly  the  same  pay.    When  I  heard 
that  statement  I  asked  the  hon.  Member 
if  he  meant  the  same  service,  for  he  knows 
very  well  that  the  old  class  of  outdoor 
officers  performed  not  only  the  duties 
now  discharged  by  assistants,  but  also 
those  which  are  assigned  to  the  watcher 
class  ;  and  therefore  their  work  was  of  a 
mixed  nature,  and  was  not,  on  an  average, 
as  high  as  that  of  the  present  assistants. 
Two  or  three  years  ago  the  new  class  of 
assistants   was  appointed   to    do  the 
superior  work,  and  the  men  to  whom 
reference  has  been  made  were  held  to  be 
qualified  to  pass  into  that  class  at  their 
existing   salaries,  although   they  were 
higher  than  the  minimum  of  that  class. 
The  complaint  of  my  hon.  Friend  is  that 
these  men,  who  had  been  performing 
work  of  a  mixed  nature  for  three  or  four 
years  before  their  appointment,  are  now 
receiving  the  same  salaries  in  the  new 
class  as  the  men  who  entered  it  upon 
its  formation  without  previous  service. 
Is  there  anything  unreasonable  in  that  ? 
I  confess  that  I  see  no  hardship  in  it  at 
all.    If  my  hon.   friend  had  been  able 
to  show  that  they  had  been  performing 
the  same  duties  throughout  their  service, 
then  the  case  would  have  been  different. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  "  frauds." 
That  matter  has  not  been  brought  before 
my  notice,  and  I  am  somewhat  inclined 
to  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  has  some- 
what exaggerated  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  impression  put  upon  my  mind  was 
that  we  ought  to  nave  some  more  efficient 
system  of  dealing  with  these  matter's,  and 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  apparently 
has  some  means  of 
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with  persons  able  to  give  information, 
will  enable  the  authorities  to  communicate 
with  them  with  the  same  readiness  and 
promptitude,  it  will  be  of  considerable 
assistance.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  we 
may  count  upon  his  services. 


Mr.  RYDER  (Gravesend) :  I  wish  the 
Committee  to  extend  to  me  the  kind- 1 
ness  and  consideration  it  always  grants 
to  a  Member  of  this  House  who  addresses  i 
it  for  the  first  time.    I  have  to  call  atten- 
tion to  certain  grievances  suffered  by  the 
officers  of  Customs.     There  are  three 
classes  of  men — examining  officers,  pre- 
ventive officers,  and  boatmen.    It  is  to 
the  case  of  preventive  officers  I  propose 
to  refer.    They  have  practically  three 
grievances,  which  come  under  the  heads  of 
salary,  promotion,  and  Sunday  pay.  The 
evidence  given  before  the  Ridley  Com- 
mission showed  the  importance  of  the 
duties  performed  by  these  men.    Let  me 
give  a  few  statistics  on  the  question  of 
pay.    In  the  London  branch  an  officer 
commences  with  a  salary  of  £110,  as 
against  £90  paid  in  the  Water  guard 
branch.    The  examining  officer  rises  by 
an  annual  increment  of  £7  10s.  to  a 
maximum  of  £220.    In  the  Water  guard 
the  annual  rise  is  £5,  and  the  maximum 
£150.     The  number  of  second  class 
officers  in  the  examining  branch  is  56, 
and  they  have  329  superior  appointments. 
In  the  Water  guard  branch  they  get  only 
59  superior  appointments,  and  of  these 
only  i2  go  up  to  a  maximum  of  £200. 
Beyond  this  the  examining  officers  have 
practically  no  Sunday    duty  or  night 
duty,  and  they  very  seldom  do  48  hours 
per  week.    The  Water  guard  men  work 
from  53  to  84  hours  per  week,  and  have 
a  good  deal  of  night  and  Sunday  work, 
for  which  they  get  no  pay  whatever.  I 
think  these  men  are  correct  in  saying  that 
they  are  suffering  under  certain  hardships. 
"Under  a  Treasury  Minute  of  1891  it  was 
directed  that  preventive  officers'  duties 
should  be  performed  by  examining  officers. 
I  do  suggest  that,  if  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  is  unable  to  meet  their  claims 
Mr.  Hanbwry 
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in  their  entirety,  he  should  at  any  rate 
allow  them  to  commence  at  a  salary  of 
£100,  and  to  rise  by  an  increment  of 
£7  108.  to  a  maximum  of  £210 ;  that 
they  should  get  7s.  per  day  for  Sunday 
duty,  and  that  the  upper  section  appoint- 
ments should  be  increased  to,  say,  80  or  90. 
I  think  you  will  then  have  a  body 
of  men  who  are  contented.    The  Com- 


mittee are  quite  aware  of  the  importance 
of  the  duties  performed  by  these  men, 
and  must  know  how  necessary  it  is  to 
employ  men  above  reproach. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  :  I  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  attention  to  the  rate  of 
pay  given  to  Customs  watchers.  This 
body  of  men  have  taken  the  place  of  men 
who,  some  little  time  ago,  were  in  receipt 
of  a  salary  of  £100  per  annum,  full  pay 
in  sickness  and  on  holidays,  and  pensions 
and  uniform.    Now,  they  began  at  1 9a.  a 
week,  which  represented  4fd.  per  hour. 
Since  they  have  been  made  permanent 
men,  however,  their  wages  have  been 
raised  to  21s.  per  week,  but  as  they  work 
54  hours  they  are  only  getting  4£d.  per 
hour.     Their  position  is  one  of  great 
responsibility,  and  all  they  ask  for  is  an 
increase  of  3s.  per  week,  rising  by  annual 
increments  of  £2  12s.  per  annum,  up  to 
28s.  per  week.    Seeing  that  they  have 
taken  the  place  of  officers  who  were 
receiving  £100    per  year    and  other 
emoluments,  I  do  think  they  are  entitled 
to  some  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury.    I  would  also 
like  to  put  in  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
boatmen   whose  case  is  to  be  brought 
forward  by  the  honourable  Member  for 
Limehouse. 

♦Mr.  HANBURY:  The  honourable 
Member  seems  to  be  under  a  misappre- 
hension as  to  the  salary  of  the  men  who 
have  been  replaced  by  the  Customs 
watchers.  These  watchers  have  only 
succeeded  to  the  inferior  work  of  the 
officers  for  whom  they  were  substituted. 
The  original  class  has  been  divided  into 
two  classes,  and  these  watchers  are  doing 
the  inferior  part  of  the  work.  The 
honourable  member  says  they  work  nine 
hours  per  day,  but  that  is  only  a  matter 
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of  calculation,  for  out  of  that  they  are 
allowed  an  hour  for  meals.  The  chief 
complaint,  however,  was  on  the  point  of 
wages,  and  the  honourable  Member  is 
not  satisfied  with  the  21s.  they  receive ; 
he  has  set  up  the  ideal  of  24s.  as  a  living 
wage.  These  men's  wages  have  already 
been  raised  from  19s.  to  21s.,  but,  in 
addition,  they  get  considerable  advantages, 
which  bring  their  earnings  very  near,  if 
not  above,  24s.  Then,  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  24s.  is  advocated  as  the 
wage  of  a  perfectly  able-bodied  man, 
whereas  a  large  number  of  these -men  are 
pensioners,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
they  are  not  able-bodied.  And  again, 
although  nominally  they  are  employed 
nine  hours,  their  average  period  of 
working  is,  I  am  told,  only  seven  hours, 
and  it  is  not  very  hard  work.  What  I 
want  to  impress  on  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  this,  that  if  he  says  24s.  is  a  wage 
which  ought  to  be  paid,  then  21s.,  with 
all  the  various  advantages  they  get,  and 
which  an  outsider  would  not  get,  is 
certainly  equal  to  the  24s.  The  men,  for 
instance,  get  a  fortnight's  holiday  in  the 
year,  and  they  also  receive  sick  pay,  and 
bearing  in  mind  that  they  do  not  do  a 
full  eight  hours  per  day  I  think  they 
should  be  satisfied  with  the  remuneration 
given  them. 

Mr.  H.  S.  SAMUEL  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Limehouse) :  I  desire  to  enlist  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
for  the  grievances  of  the  Customs  boat- 
men. These  men  are  really  examining 
officers,  and  their  duty  is  to  go  over  all 
ships  which  arrive  in  port.  Their  griev- 
ances principally  relate  to  salary,  employ- 
ment on  Sunday,  hours  of  work,  and,  in 
the  case  of  the  London  men,  travelling 
expenses.  In  regard  to  salary,  they  com- 
mence at  £55  a  year,  rising  by  30s.  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  and  then  by  50s. 
a  year  until  the  maximum  sum  of  £80  is 
reached.  It  therefore  takes  them  fifteen 
years  to  reach  the  maximum  salary,  which 
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is  a  very  long  period  indeed.  I  know 
that  there  are  some  cases  in  which  the 
maximum  salary  has  been  raised  from 
£80  to  £85,  but  in  these  cases  they  are 
no  longer  paid  seizure  money,  and  over- 
time is  now  hardly  ever  required.  In 
many  instances  instead  of  being  better  off 
they  are  now  worse  off  than  before.  I 
ask  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  to 
see  whether  their  salaries  could  not  be 
improved.  The  complaint  as  to  Sunday 
labour  is,  that  while  in  most  departments 
the  men  are  paid  time  and  a  half  for 
Sunday  labour,  all  that  the  Customs  boat- 
men get  is  £5  a  year,  and  they  are  liable 
for  duty  on  every  Sunday.  Some  of  the 
men,  indeed,  get  no  money  for  Sunday 
labour.  I  consider  that  a  hardship,  and 
I  ask  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  to 
look  into  the  question.  Then  as  to 
travelling  expenses,  boatmen  who  are 
moved  from  one  port  to  another  receive 
travelling  expenses ;  but  when  the  boat- 
men in  London  are  moved  from  one 
station  to  another  they  get  no  expenses 
to  cover  the  cost  of  the  removing  of  their 
homes.  It  is  possible  to  say  that  Ijondon 
is  one  port,  but  then,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  House  and  the  Government,  London 
is  an  aggregation  of  cities,  and  the  men 
who  are  compelled  to  move  their  homes 
from  one  of  these  cities  to  another  ought 
to  have  their  expenses  paid  by  the 
Department.  As  to  the  hours  of  work 
on  the  London  stations,  the  men  want 
them  changed  from  the  four-deck-watch 
system  to  the  three-deck-watch  system. 
I  hope  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
will  lend  a  sympathetic  ear  to  the  petition 
for  the  redress  of  these  grievances. 

Sir  F.  EVANS  (Southampton)  :  I  am 
anxious  also  to  appeal  to  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  for  these  men.  They  are, 
in  my  opinion,  very  underpaid.  I  would 
go  further  than  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  I  have 
to  see  constantly  many  of  these  men  at 
work,  I  know  what  their  work  is,  and 
the  responsibility  whioh  is  thrown  upon 
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them,  and  I  hold  that  their  pay  is  quite 
inadequate.  We  know  the  many  temp- 
tations that  are  put  in  their  way  and  the 
corruption  which  has  followed  in  other 
countries.  Let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not 
by  underpaying  them  put  temptations  in 
their  way,  when  they  have  wives  and 
families  to  support.  These  men  are  called 
Customs  boatmen,  but,  except  in  London, 
they  do  no  boating.  If  you  go  down  to 
Southampton  or  Greenock  you  never  see 
them  in  a  boat.  It  would  be  much  better 
if  they  could  be  called  assistant  preventive 
officers,  which  they  really  are,  and  that 
some  addition  should  be  made  to  their 
salary  adequate  to  their  work,  to  the 
responsibility  of  their  position,  and  to  a 
just  appreciation  of  the  temptations  that 
are  coming  in  their  way.  In  granting 
this  the  Treasury  would  do  well  for 
themselves  as  well  as  for  the  men. 

Mr.  C.  H.  WILSON  (Hull,  West) :  I 
know  there  is  a  great  amount  of  dissatis- 
faction amongst  this  highly  respectable 
body  of  men,  who  have  really  important 
duties  to  perform.  The  rate  of  wages 
throughout  the  country  is  tending  up- 
wards, and  their  rate  of  pay  is  totally 
inadequate.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
maximum  salary  should  be  raised  to 
.£100,  and  that  the  yearly  increment 
should  be  so  raised  as  to  enable  the  men 
to  reach  the  maximum  in  11  years  in- 
stead of  15. 

♦Mr.  H ANBURY:  We  know  some- 
thing of  the  dissatisfaction  amongst  the 
Customs  boatmen,  but  the  books  of  my 
right  honourable  Friend  the  Patronage 
Secretary  are  so  overladen  with  applica- 
tions for  these  positions  that  he  has  been 
obliged  to  refuse  to  receive  any  further 
applications.  That  is  prinul  facie  an 
indication  of  the  enormous  competition 
there  is  to  enter  the  service,  and  a  rough- 
and-ready  test  of  whether  or  not  the  men 
are  fairly  treated.  My  honourable  Friend 
raises  the  point  of  responsibility,  but 
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these  men  are  always  acting  under  the 
supervision  of  preventive  officers.  The 
question  of  the  wages  of  Cuetoms  boat- 
men and  preventive  officers  generally 
was  thoroughly  gone  into  by  the  present 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  my 
right  honourable  Friend  the  Member  for 
Leeds,  who  was  then  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  in  1891.  The  salaries  were 
then  considerably  increased,  and  there 
was  no  contention  here  that  the  decision 
arrived  at  as  the  result  of  the  enquiry 
had  not  been  properly  carried  out,  or  that 
the  promises  made  to  the  men  had  not 
been  fulfilled.  We  have  not  only  to  look 
at  the  pay  these  men  get,  but  the  promo- 
tions they  have  received.  The  promotions 
of  the  boatmen  have  been  considerably 
increased  since  the  Water  guard  and 
preventive  duties  have  been  separated 
from  the  ordinary  warehousing  and  other 
duties.  At  certain  of  the  smaller  places 
the  boatmen  get  very  considerable  allow- 
ances in  addition  to  their  pay,  for  they 
practically  act  as  preventive  officers.  As 
to  Sunday  work,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  we  should  have  a  certain  number  of 
these  men  on  duty  on  Sunday.  The 
question  is  whether  they  are  properly 
paid  for  what  they  do ;  £5  a  year  was 
added  to  the  maximum  salary  in  order  to 
meet  this  Sunday  duty,  and  the  men 
knew  when  they  entered  the  service  that 
the  £85  included  seven  days'  work*  if 
they  were  called  upon  to  do  Sunday  duty. 
With  regard  to  the  travelling  expenses  of 
the  men  in  London  I  do  think  that  there 
is  a  case  for  inquiry,  and  I  promise  to 
look  into  it. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  has  adopted 
the  course  he  has  in  regard  to  the  classing 
of  these  men.  If  they  are  not  paid  for 
their  service  as  they  ought  to  be,  it  is 
quite  possible  for  smuggling  to  go  on 
wholesale.  The  men  have  long  hours  of 
labour,  and  the  pay  they  receive  is  very 
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small  indeed.  They  are  a  hard  working 
body  of  men,  and*  I  trust  that  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  will  reconsider  the 
matter;  otherwise  I  for  one  shall  be 
prepared  to  go  to  a  division. 

•MR.  GRAY  :  I  cannot  allow  the  chal- 
lenge of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
pass  unnoticed.    I  understood  him  to  in- 
sinuate in  the  last  phrase  of  his  speech 
that  I  was  in  touch  with  the  men  who 
were  responsible  for  the  fraud.  [Mr. 
Hanbury  was  understood  to  take  ex- 
ception to  this.]    Then   I   am  afraid 
the  language  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  is  a  little  like  the  language  of 
the   Treasury    Minute  —  expressed  in 
somewhat    unusual   English  —  it  was 
certainly  open  to  the  interpretation  I 
placed  upon  it.    With  regard  to  the 
position  of  the  examining  officers,  notwith- 
standing   what   the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  asserted,  their  position  is 
worse  now  than  it  was  at  the  time  the 
Treasury  Minute  was  passed.  I  have  ex- 
plained again  and  again  that  it  is  most 
fallacious  to  take  the  averages  of  the  two 
or  three  years  before  the  Minute  and  the 
two  or  three  years  after,  because  promo- 
tions were  delayed  pending  the  inquiry, 
and  therefore  on    both   sides  of  the 
inquiry  the   first  year   or  two  ou£ht 
to  be  eliminated.     If   he    will  take 
the  three    or  four  years    before  the 
inquiry,  and  the  three  or  four  years 
subsequent  to  the  inquiry,  I  think  he  will 
find  that  in  every  branch  of  the  service 
the  rate  of  promotion  is  absolutely  slower 
now  than  it  was  before  the  inquiry,  and 
therefore  the  promises  have  not  been 
kept.     I  am  placed  in  this  position,  I 
have  all  the  arguments  on  my  side,  and 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  has  all 
the  voting  strength  from  the  dining-room 
and  elsewhere  on  his,  and  hence  I  hesitate 
to  go  to  a  Division.  I  shall,  however,  bring 
the  matter  forward  on  every  available 
opportunity  until  it  has  been  satisfactorily 
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dealt  with.  Meanwhile,  I  must  express 
my  deep  regret  that  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  not  met  me  in  a  more 
generous  spirit. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy) :  I  only  rise 
to  express  my  surprise  at  the  easy  manner 
in  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  is 
satisfied.  He  has  raised  a  subject  to- 
night that  we  have  had  before  the  House 
almost  every  Session  for  the  last  five  or 
six  years.  Ho  has  got  no  satisfaction 
whatever,  except  the  old  stereotyped 
official  statement,  which  means  nothing  j 
and  the  question  will  be  put  off  for 
another  year,  and  nothing  more  will  be 
done.  Now,  Sir,  I  represent  a  consider- 
able number  of  men  who  are  interested 
in  this  question.  Whether  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  goes  to  a  Division  or  not, 
I  shall  certainly  go  to  a  Division,  and  I 
hope  to  have  his  support.  We  have  had 
facts  produced  here  to-night  which  show 
beyond  all  doubt  that  there  is  a  pressing 
and  urgent  grievance  so  far  as  these  men 
are  concerned,  but  it  is  not  a  new  griev- 
ance. The  right  honourable  Gentleman 
knows  the  grievance  just  as  well  as  we 
do.  He  could  have  made  a  speech  to- 
night which  would  have  thrilled  the 
House,  if  only  he  had  been  sitting  on  the 
other  side.  We  miss  his  eloquence,  but 
admire  his  impartiality.  The  Govern- 
ment is  supposed  to  be  the  champion  of 
short  hours  and  big  wages.  Where  is 
the  eight  hours  movement  now  ?  I  think 
this  is  a  case  in  which  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  should  have  gone  a  little 
farther  than  the  mere  official  promise  to 
look  into  it.  But  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  is  worked  too  hard  already. 
The  question  is  not  going  to  be  dealt 
with;  it  is  going  to  bo  shelved.  The 
Debate  is  going  to  be  closed  to-night,  and 
nothing  more  will  be  done  until  next  year, 
because  we  have  had  the  promise  to  look 
into  the  question  until  we 
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♦Mr.  HANBURY:  I  have  not  pro- 
mised to  look  into  it. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  :  Then  the  matter  is 
even  worse  than  I  anticipated,  and  we 
have  no  alternative  but  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  House  upon  it.  The  hon- 
ourable Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
says  the  numerical  strength  is  against  us. 
Well,  I  have  seen  some  rather  funny  Divi- 


sions during  the  dinner  hour,  and  if  the 
honourable  Member  will  only  induce  his 
friends  to  come  into  our  lobby,  we 
may  be  able  to  place  a  very  powerful  case 
before  the  right  honourable  Gentleman. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  57  ; 
Noes  90.— (Division  List  No.  167.) 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead)  i 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire)  I 
Billson,  Alfred 

B runner,  Sir  John  Tomlioson  I 

Caldwell,  James 

Carew,  James  Lanrence 

Carvill,  PatrickGeo.  Hamilton 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Clark,  Dr.G.B.  (Caithness-sh.) 

Clough,  Walter  Owen 

Colvflle,  John 

Orilly,  Daniel 

Dillon,  John 

Doughty,  George 

Duckworth,  James 

Evans,SirFrancisH.(South'ton 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 


AYES. 

Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Harwood,  George 
Hazell,  Walter 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd -George,  David 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Rickett,  J.  Com p ton 
Round.  James 

Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 

Spicer,  Albert 

Stead  man,  William  Charles 


Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.(Norfolk 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R, 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  Jos  H  (Middlesbrough 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 


Tellers  for  the  Aves — 
Mr.  Ryder  and  Mr.  Dalziel. 


Arnold,  Alfred 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour,  RtHonG.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bet  hell,  Commander 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Blakiston-Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Chamberlain, J  Austen(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoa.  H.  A.E. 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.H.Athole 
Corbett,  A  C  (Glasgow) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 


NOES, 

1  Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon  A.  Akers- 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Foreter,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gil  Hat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding.  Edward  Alfred 
Green,  WalfordD(Wedne8bury 
Hamilton.Rt  Hon.  Lord  George 
H anbury,  lit  Hon. Robert  Wm. 
Heath,  James 

Herraon- Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Houston,  R.  P. 


Howell,  William  Tudor 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jolliffe,  Hon  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

i  Knowles,  Lees 

!  Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  SirEDurning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn  SirDillwyn(Swansea 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long.RtHn  Walter  (Liverpool) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Curaming 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis  (EdinbTi,  W 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Murray,  RtHn  AGraham(  Bate 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pilkington,  Rich(LancNewton 
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Platt-Higjrins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Priestley.  Sir  W.Overend(Edin  I 
Purvis,  Robert 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire)  | 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
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Smith,  James  Parker(Lanarks 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Webster.Sir  R  E(lsle  of  Wight 
Williams,  Joseph  Powell-(  Birm 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 


Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wyndhara,  George 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Class  VI. 

5.  £287,628,  to  complete  the  sura  for 
Superannuations  and  Retired  Allowances. 

6.  £2,130,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions. 

7.  £785,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Mis- 
cellaneous Charitable  and  other  Allow- 
ances. 

Resolution?  to  be  reported  To-morrow  j 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


SUPPLY  [19th  May]. 

Resolutions  reported : — 

Civil  Services    and    Revenue  De- 
partments Estimates,  1899-1900. 


Revenue  Departments. 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,316,232, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for 
the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department" 


Class  IL 

2.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,446,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the 
I  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  in  England." 

I 

I 

1  3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £67,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 

■  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Mint,  including 
the  Expenses  of  Coinage." 

4.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,274,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Debt 
Office." 


5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,300,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Public  Record 
Office.'" 

6.  "Tliat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Establishment  under  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners." 
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7.  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £26,884,  be   Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Works  and 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum   Public  Buildings." 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 

the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries      Resolutions  agreed  to. 
and  Expenses  of   the  Department  of  the 
Registrar  General  of  Births.  &c.  in  England." 

ADJOURNMENT. 


8.  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £36,393,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn," — (SirWilliam 
Walrond) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  accordingly  at  a  quarter 
before  Ten  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  2nd  June  1899. 


NEW  PEER. 

The  Marquess  of  Exeter — Sat  first  in 
Parliament,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

PORTSMOUTH  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn :  The  orders  made  on  the 
27th  of  February  and  the  18th  of  May 
last  discharged  ;  and  Bill  committed. 

NORTH-EASTERN    AND   HULL  AND 
BARNSLEY  RAILWAYS  (JOINT  DOCK) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
amendments. 

NORTH-EASTERN   RAILWAY  BILL 
[Lords]. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
amendments. 

COALVILLE    URBAN    DISTRICT  GAS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

KENSINGTON    AND    NOTTING  HILL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

Read  2a,  and  committed;  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

MIDLAND  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2a,  and  committed. 

COBHAM  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  3a,  an  Amendment  made,  Bill 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 
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WESTON  -  SUPER  -  MARE,  CLEVEDON, 
AND  PORTISHEAD  TRAMWAYS 
COMPANY  (LIGHT  RAILWAY  EX- 
TENSIONS) BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

WHITEHAVEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

BIRMINGHAM,  NORTH  WARWICK- 
SHIRE, AND  STRATFORD-UPON- 
AVON    RAILWAY    BILL  (Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  (LONDON)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

MOSS  SIDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

STRETFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

WITHINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL   (TRAMWAYS)   BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

BELFAST    CORPORATION  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  la  > 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  AND  TOWN 
GAS   BILL  [Lords.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to,  with  amendments. 

GLASTONBURY  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  amendments :  The  said  amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

QUEEN'S  FERRY  BRIDGE  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to 
with  amendments  :  The  said  amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14.)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order). 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  ordw£0( 
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TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  2a  (according  to  order). 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  2a  (according  to  order). 

JONES'S  DIVORCE  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  3a  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


PETITIONS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


MUNICIPAL   CORPORATIONS  (BO- 
ROUGH FUNDS)  ACT,  1872. 

Petition  for  Amendment  of ;  of  Mayor, 
•fee,  of  Kidderminster ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

COMPULSORY  VACCINATION. 
♦The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (the 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
to  present  a  petition  from  the  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  the  Wandsworth 
and  Clapham  Union,  in  the  County  of 
London,  and  in  doing  so  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  entirely  differ  from  the 
reasoning  with  which  they  prefer  their 
request,  and  also  from  the  request  itself, 
which  is  for  the  abolition  of  any  form  of 
compulsory  vaccination. 

Petition  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  12  (1899). 
Accession  of  Japan  to  the  Industrial 
Property  Convention  of    20th  March 
1883. 

TRADE  REPORTS— ANNUAL  SERIES. 

No.  2279.  Tunis  (Trade  and  general 
progress,  1898-99). 

No.  2280.  China  (Ichang). 

No.  2281.  China  (Amoy). 

CAPE    OF    COOD    HOPE  (OBSERVA- 
TORY). 

Report  of  the  Astronomer  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  Observatory  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  the 
year  1898. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  —  TREASURY 
MINUTES. 

(1)  Dated  19th  May,  1899,  declaring 
that  James  Mills,  turner,  Royal 
Gun  Factory,  War  Department; 
and, 
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(2)  Dated  24th  May,  1899,  declaring 
that  Charles  Brading,  fitter,  Royal 
Laboratory,  War  Department ; 

were  appointed  without  Civil  Service  certi- 
ficates through  inadvertence  on  the  part 
of  the  head  of  their  Department. 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (SAVINGS  BANKS). 

Balance-sheet  setting  forth  the  assets 
and  liabilities  of  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  in 
respect  of  trustee  savings  banks  on  20th 
November,  1898. 

SUPREME   COURT   OF  JUDICATURE 
ACT  (IRELAND)  1877. 

Four  Orders  in  Council,  dated  13th 
May,  1899,  giving  effect  to  Rules  of 
Court  under  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act)  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PARISH  COUNCILLORS  (TENURE  OF 
OFFICE)  BILL. 

Read  3a  (according  to  order),  with  the 
amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons. 

SEA  FISHERIES  BILL  [H.L]. 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
sea  fisheries  was  presented  by  the  Earl 
of  Camperdown  (for  the  Lord  Heneage) ; 
read  la  j  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read 
2a  on  Thursday  next.    (No.  106). 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

SECOND  READING. 
Order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read- 
ing read. 

•The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  My 
Lords,  it  will  be  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  your  Lordships  that  two  years 
ago  an  Act  was  passed  which  consti- 
tuted a  Congested  Districts  Board  for  Scot- 
land, and  under  which  certain  powers  were 
given  to  the  Board  for  expending  a  sum 
of  money  which  Parliament  had  set  apart 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  Those 
powers,  of  course,  are  the  only  ones 
under  which  the  Board  can  work,  and 
the  experience  of  the  year  and  a-half's 
working  which  we  have  had  has  shown 
us  that  in  some  respects  they  do  not 
confer  all  the  powers  which  we  would  like 
to  be  able  to  exercise.  It  is  obviously 
inexpedient  for  us  to  enter  upon  any 
enterprise  which  we  are  not  sure  we  have 
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the  right  to  carry  through  in  all  its 
developments,  and  the  object  of  this 
small  Bill,  which  I  now  ask  your  Lord- 
ships to  read  a  second  time,  is  in  some 
respects  to  extend  the  powers  which  are 
given  to  the  Board  by  the  principal  Act. 
The  chief  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable 
the  Board  to  give  grants-in-aid  to  various 
localities  within  the  congested  districts  in 
aid  of  practical  education.  As  your 
Lordships  are  probably  aware,  a  new 
Code  of  Education  in  Scotland  has  been 
promulgated  this  year,  part  of  the  policy 
of  which  has  been  to  give  large  grants 
from  the  Imperial  funds  for  this  class  of 
work.  We  do  not  aim  at  definite  trade 
teaching,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
recognise  that  if  the  children  in  these  dis- 
tricts are  to  be  made  useful  citizens,  we 
cannot  confine  their  education  wholly  to 
book-work.  What  we  desire  to  aim  at  is 
to  develop  all  their  faculties,  and  by 
means  of  practical  work  to  cultivate 
their  faculties  of  observation  and  of 
manual  dexterity.  Under  the  Code 
which  I  have  just  mentioned  liberal 
grants  are  offered  to  localities  which 
meet  the  conditions  laid  down.  I  am 
sure  your  Lordships  will  consider  that 
it  is  a  sound  principle  upon  which  to  work 
that  Imperial  funds  should  not  be  given 
as  a  rule  except  in  response  to  correspond- 
ing activity  and  expenditure  on  the  part 
of  the  localities,  and  there  is  certainly  no 
intention  on  my  part  to  in  any  way  cast 
discredit  upon  what  I  have  described  as  a 
sound  principle.  I  will  further  say  that 
so  far  as  much  the  larger  portion  of  the 
districts  in  Scotland  are  concerned,  there 
will,  I  believe,  be  no  sort  of  difficulty  in 
their  coming  forward  and  meeting  the 
conditions  upon  which  these  grants  are 
offered.  They  know  the  value  of  practical 
education,  and  they  have  therefore  every 
inducement  to  put  their  hands  into  their 
pockets,  and  to  do  their  part ;  but  in 
those  Highland  and  poor  districts  to 
which  the  work  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  is  confined  the  conditions  are 
different.  They  have  the  fewest  openings 
for  practical  education,  and  yet  they  are 
precisely  the  very  districts  which  cannot 
contribute  out  of  their  own  resources  to 
gain  the  advantages  which  are  offered 
from  the  Imperial  funds,  and  one  of  the 
chief  objects  we  want  to  serve  by  this 
Bill  is  to  help  those  poor  districts  to  meet 
the  conditions  laid  down,  and,  where  we 
find  it  necessary,  to  give  thctn  funds 
which  will  enable  them  to  obtnih  the  Code 


grant.  We  trust  that  in  this  way  we 
shall  be  able  to  elicit  a  real,  practical 
interest  in  these  matters,  and  to  get 
the  local  authorities  to  start  and  manage 
these  schools.  The  Board  are  absolutely 
unanimous  that  this  policy  is  a  right  one. 
Since  it  has  been  indicated  publicly  we 
have  had  many  representations  in  favour 
of  it ;  I  believe  I  may  say  that  all  those 
who  have  communicated  with  me  have 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  this 
policy.  I  have  every  hope,  if  your  Lord- 
ships will  pass  this  Bill,  that  it  will  not 
encounter  opposition  in  another  place, 
and  I  ask  your  Lordships  now  to  give  it 
a  second  reading. 

Bill  read  2a  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next 

THE  SOUDAN  EXPEDITION,  1898. 

PROPOSED     GRANT     TO  LORD 
KITCHENER    OF  KHARTOUM. 

Message  from  the  Queen— Delivered 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  read  by  his 
Lordship,  as  follows  : 

Her  Majesty,  taking  into  consideration 
the  eminent  services  of  Major-General 
Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B., 
K.C.M.G.,  in  planning  and  conducting  the 
recent  expedition  into  the  Soudan,  and 
being  desirous,  in  recognition  of  such 
services,  to  confer  some  signal  mark  of 
Her  favour  upon  him,  recommends  to  the 
House  of  Lords  that  She  should  be 
enabled  to  grant  Lord  Kitchener  the  sum 
of  thirty  thousand  pounds: 

Ordered,  that  the  said  message  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  before 
Five  o'clock  to  Monday  next,  a  quarter  past 
Four  o'clock. 
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PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  PILLS  [Lords]. 
(Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  complied  with.) 
Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
i  case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
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the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — 

BRIGHTON  MARINE  PALACE  AND 
PIER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 

(Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.  : — 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  16)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

BRIGG  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 
Lords  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAY 
COMPANIES  (NEW  LINES)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NORFOLK  ESTUARY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

As  Amended,  considered ;  two  Clauses 
added ;  an  Amendment  made  ;  Bill  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

DERBY  CORPORATION  WATER  BILL, 
LEICESTER  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL,  AND  SHEFFIELD  CORPORA- 
TION (DERWENT  VALLEY)  WATER 
BILL. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Derby  Corpora- 
tion Water  Bill,  the  Leicester  Corpora- 
tion Water  Bill,  and  the  Sheffield 
Corporation  (Derwent  Valley)  Water  Bill, 
that  they  have  power,  if  they  think  fit, 
to  consolidate  the  said  Bills  or  any  part 
or  parts  thereof  respectively  into  one  or 
more  Bills. — (Sir  John  Brunner.) 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  1)  BILL, 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (GAS)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

BROUGHTY  FERRY  GAS  AND  PAVING 
ORDER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(ABERAVON,  &c.)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

CITY  AND  BRIXTON  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
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ARBROATH  CORPORATION  GAS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

DUMBARTON  BURGH  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

KEW  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill  to  l>e  read  the  third  time. 

JONES'  DIVORCE  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

FRIENDS    PROVIDENT  INSTITUTION 
BILL  [LORDS]  [STAMP  DUTIES]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  imposition  of  the  following 
Stamp  duties  upon  certain  Memorials 
under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session 
relating  to  the  Friends  Provident 
Institution : — 

For  and  upon  the  first  Memorial 
enrolled  of  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
shall  be  deemed  held  and  taken  to  be 
Trustees  of  the  Institution,  or  of  any 
special  fund  of  the  Institution,  the  sum  of 
five  pounds  ;  and  upon  every  other  such 
Memorial  in  which  the  name  of  any 
person  shall  for  the  first  time  be  inserted 
as  a  Trustee  of  the  Institution  the  sum  of 
five  pounds. — (Dr.  Farquharson.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 
next. 

SINKING  FUNDS. 
Account    presented, — of   the  Com- 
missioners for  the  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt,  showing  the  amount  re- 


ceived and  applied  in  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1899,  in  respect  of  the  Old 
and  New  Sinking  Funds  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
207.] 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (SAVINGS  BANKS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Balance  Sheet 
setting  forth  the  Assets  and  Liabilities 
of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction 
of  the  National  Debt  in  respect  of  Trustee 
Savings  Bank  on  the  20th  November, 
1898  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.    [No.  208.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 
Copies  presented,  —  of  Treasury 
Minutes  declaring  that  the  under-men- 
tioned Persons  were  appointed  to  the 
Offices  set  against  their  names  without  a 
Civil  Service  Certificate,  through  inad- 
vertence on  the  part  of  the  Heads  of  their 
Departments,  viz.,  James  Mills,  Turner, 
Royal  Gun  Factory,  War  Department, 
dated  19th  May,  1899;  Charles  Brading, 
Fitter,  Royal  Laboratory,  War  Depart- 
ment, dated  24th  May,  1899  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARLIAMENTARY  RETURNS. 
Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  29th  May,  1899,  directing  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  annual  account,  under 
the  Savings  Banks  Moneys  Act,  1863,  of 
assets  and  liabilities  of  the  National  Debt 
Commissioners  in  respect  of  Trustee 
Savings  Banks  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

ALDERSHOT  (SEWAGE  FARM  AND 
DAIRY). 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  on  the 
condition  of  the  Aldershot  Camp  Sewage 
Farm  and  of  the  Dairy  maintained  upon 
it  [by  Command  ] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Take. 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Copy  presented, — of  Report,  No.  260 
(Niger,  West  African  Frontier  Force. 
Roports  for  1897-8)  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUGAR  (BOUNTIES,  &c.) 
Return    presented, — relative  thereto 
[ordered  27th  April ;  Mr.  Seale-Hayne] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  209.] 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE  OBSERVATORY. ' 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  the 
Astronomer  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 


i7i 


Bilk  Introduced. 


{COMMONS} 


Bilk  Introduced, 


172 


of  the  Admiralty  for  the  year  1898  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  12,  1899). 
Copy  presented, — of  Accession  of  Japan 
to  the  Industrial  Property  Convention  of 
20th  March,  1883  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2279  to  2281  (by  command) ;  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 


PROSECUTION    OF  OFFENCES 
1879  and  1884. 


ACT, 


Address  for  "Return  showing  the 
working  of  the  Regulations  made  in  1886 
for  carrying  out  the  Prosecution  of 
Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884,  with 
statistics  setting  forth  the  number, 
nature,  cost,  and  results  of  the  proceed- 
ings instituted  by  the  Director  in  accord- 
ance with  those  Regulations  from  the  1st 
day  of  January  1898  to  the  31st  day  of 
December  1898  (in  continuation  of  Par- 
liamentary Paper,  No.  204,  of  Session 
1898)."— (Mr.  Jesse  Collings.) 

DEATHS  FROM  WINDOW  CLEANING 
ACCIDENTS. 

Address  for  "  Return  showing  approxi- 
mately the  number  of  Coroners  Inquests 
in  the  county  of  London  during  the  five 
years  ended  31st  day  of  December  1898 
in  cases  in  which  persons  were  killed  by 
falling  from  windows  while  engaged  in 
cleaning  them." — (Mr.  Promnd.) 

LUNACY  BILL  [LORDS]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  timo  upon  Monday,  12th  June, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  225.] 

THE  SOUDAN  EXPEDITION  1898. 

PROPOSED  GRANT  TO 
LORD  KITCHENER  OF  KHARTOUM. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREAS- 
URY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.),  at  the  Bar,  acquainted  the  House 
that  he  had  a  Message  from  Her  Majesty 
to  this  House,  signed  by  Her  Majesty's 
own  hand,  and  he  presented  the  same  to  the 
House  ;  and  it  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker 
(all  the  Members  of  the  House  being  un- 
covered), and  is  as  followeth  : — 
VICTORIA  R. 

Her  Majesty,  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  eminent  services  of  Major- 


General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum, 
G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  in  planning  and  con- 
ducting the  recent  expedition  into  the 
Soudan,  and  being  desirous,  in  recognition 
of  such  services,  to  confer  some  signal 
mark  of  her  favour  upon  him,  recom- 
mends to  her  faithful  Commons  that  she 
should  be  enabled  to  grant  Lord 
Kitchener  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds. 

Balmoral. 

1st  Jmne,  1899. 

Ordered,  That  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Gracious  Message  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply. — (Mr.  Balfour.) 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act 
(1889)  Extension  Bil1,  with  an  Amend- 
ment : — 

Crowborough  District  Water  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"An  Act  to  dissolve  the  marriage  of 
Charlotte  Jane  Jones,  the  wife  of  Robert 
Colvill  Jones,  with  the  said  Robert  Colvill 
Jones,  and  to  enable  her  to  marry  again  ; 
and  for  other  purposes."  [Jones  Divorce 
Bill  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to  con- 
fer further  powers  upon  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company."  [Great 
Northern  Railway  Bill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  enable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Sunderland 
to  construct  additional  Tramways  in  and 
adjacent  to  the  borough ;  and  for  other 

ffurposes."  [Sunderland  Corporation  Bill 
Lords.] 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Trustee  Savings  Banks, — Bill  to 
amend  the  Trustee  Savings  Banks  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  Mr.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Ure. 

Trustee  Savings  Banks  Bill, — "  to 
amend  the  Trustee  Savings  Banks  Acts," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
226.] 
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BOROUGH  FUNDS  ACT,  1872. 
Petitions  for  alterations  of  law  ; — from 
Horncastle  ; —  Tredegar  ;  —  Nantyglo  ; — 
and,  Abertillery  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BUILDING  FEUS  AND  LEASES  (SCOT" 
LAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

COUNTY  COUNCILLORS  (QUALIFICA- 
TION OF  WOMEN)  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

CROFTERS'  HOLDINGS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1886)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  ASSESSMENTS  (SCOT- 
LAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  in  favour  ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EXECUTORS  (SCOTLAND)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FINE  OR  IMPRISONMENT  (SCOTLAND 
AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FOREIGN  SUGAR. 

Petition  of  the  Royal  Jamaica  Society 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  and  Mer- 
chants' Exchange,  for  imposition  of 
countervailing  duties ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petition  from  Ashton-in-Makerfield,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GROUND  VALUES  (TAXATION)  (SCOT- 
LAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Drainie,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  j — From  Elgin  ; — 
and,  Haddington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ;  —  From  Oef  rt 
Brithda  ;  —  Cwmtillery  (two) ;  —  New 
Tredegar  j  —  Vivian ;  —  Tillery ;  —  Burn- 
bank ; — Garswood ;—  Tenghenith  ; —  Dar- 
randdu ;  —  Gyfelach ;  —  St.  George ;  — 
Dunvant ;  —  Primrose ;  —  Weig  Fawr ; — 
Elba ; — Fforest  Fach  Hindley  Green ; — 
Henwain  Pit ; — Lower  Deep  Pit ; — Griffin 
Pit  (No.  2)  j  —  Clydach  ;  —  Coal  Brook 
Vale;— North  Blaina;— and,  Griffin  Pit 
(No.  3)  Collieries ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARISH  CHURCHES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL- 
Petition  from  Haddington,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  OFFICERS'  SUPERANNU- 
ATION (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  in  favour  ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour; — From  Dalkeith  j 
—and,  Haddington;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  in  favour  j 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ROMAN   CATHOLIC   UNIVERSITY  IN 
IRELAND. 

Petition  from  London,  for  establish- 
ment ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ;— From  Dorking  ;— 
Hayle ;— Spitalfields ;— Kingsclere  Wood- 
lands ;  — Pflton ;  —  Kemton  Mandeville  ; 
—and,  Somerton  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SMALL  TENANTS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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SUCCESSION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Haddington,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TEINDS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ; — From  Elgin  ; — 
and,  Haddington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
Petitions  in  favour ; — From  Partick ; — 
and,  Stornoway  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TROUT  FISHING  ANNUAL  CLOSE 
TIME  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 
Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  (Carnarvon): 
With  regard  to  the  Provisional  Order 
Bills  which  were  in  the  Paper  to-day,  may 
I  suggest  that  it  would  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  House  if  the  same 
procedure  was  followed  as  in  the  case  of 
other  Bills,  and  the  names  inserted  instead 
of  the  numbers  ?  I  wished,  for  instance, 
to  know  whether  one  of  the  Orders  in 
to-day's  paper  refer  to  Rhyl. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  No.  The  Rhyl 
order  is  not  contained  in  any  of  the  Bills 
before  the  House. 

RUSSIAN  CARGOES  FOR 
TA-LIEN-WAN. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY  (Sunder- 
land) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  if  he  can 
inform  the  House  whether  British  vessels 
(flying  the  British  flag)  are,  under 
existing  Russian  regulations,  permitted 
to  carry  cargoes  of  grain  or  other  lawful 
merchandise  from  Black  Sea  Russian 
ports  to  Ta-lien-wan ;  and  whether  the 
carrying  trade  from  Russian  ports  will  be 
limited  to  ships  flying  the  Russian  flag 
when  the  Trans-Siberian  railway  is  ready 
for  traffic  or  open  to  ships  of  all  nations  1 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  St.  John  Brodrick,  Surrey, 
Guildford) :  By  referring  to  page  134  of 
the  Blue-Book  China  No.  1,  1899,  the 
honourable  Member  will  see  that  the 
Russian   Charge    d' Affaires    at  Pekin 


informed  Her  Majesty's  Minister  on  23rd 
June,  1898,  that  Ta-lien-wan  could  not  be 
considered  a  "  port  effectivement  ouvert " 
until  the  establishment  of  a  Customs 
service  similar  to  that  existing  at  other 
ports  opened  by  Treaty,  and  that  a  de- 
claration to  that  effect  would  have  to  be 
made  to  the  Representatives  of  the  Treaty 
Powers.  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
awaiting  such  a  communication  from  the 
Russian  Government.  No  regulation  has 
as  yet  been  issued  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment confining  the  carrying  trade  be- 
tween Russian  ports  and  Ta-lien-wan  to 
Russian  ships. 

BRITISH  TRADERS  AT  CANTON. 

*Mr.  HATCH  (Lanes.,  Gorton)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  whether  the  Chinese 
authorities  at  Canton  have  objected  to 
the  establishment  by  Messrs.  Banher  and 
Company,  British  subjects  resident  there, 
of  business  premises  in  the  native  city  of 
Canton ;  whether  Messrs.  Banher  and 
Company  in  establishing  such  premises 
are  acting  within  treaty  rights ;  and, 
such  being  the  case,  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  taken  any 
steps  to  ensure  the  enforcement  of  Buch 
rights  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  A  British  subject 
named  Banker  having  intimated  towards 
the  end  of  last  year  his  desire  to  open  a 
piece  goods  shop  in  the  native  city  of 
Canton,  the  Viceroy  requested  Her 
Majesty's  Consul  to  order  Banker  to 
close  it,  basing  his  opposition  on  the  3rd 
section  of  the  Chefoo  Convention.  The 
Consul  in  reply  pointed  out  that  the 
section  in  question  was  abrogated  by  the 
Additional  Article  signed  in  1885,  and 
stated  that  he  was  informing  Mr.  Banker 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  pursue  his  busi- 
ness, but  that,  in  the  event  of  the  two 
Governments  subsequently  deciding  that 
the  area  of  exemption  from  likin  was  to 
be  confined  to  the  foreign  concessions, 
he  would  be  liable  to  the  payment  of 
likin. 

SIERRA  LEONE. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  when  the  report  of  Sir 
David  Chalmers  upon  the  origin  of  the 
troubles  in  the  hinterland  of  Sierra 
Leone  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 
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The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  As  I  have  already 
stated,!  sent  the  report  to  Sir  F.  Cardew 
for  his  observations.  I  have  now  re- 
ceived these  and  am  considering  them 
with  the  report.  Both  documents  are 
very  lengthy,  and  some  considerable 
delay  has  taken  place  in  printing  them. 
No  time  will  be  lost  in  coming  to  a  con- 
clusion on  the  numerous  questions  raised, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  fix  a  date  for  laying  the  Papers 
on  the  Table,  although  I  hope  they  will 
be  ready  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK :  Will  the  report 
be  laid  on  the  Table  before  the  Colonial 
vote  is  taken  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
think  any  date  has  as  yet  been  fixed  for 
the  Colonial  vote.  It  is  always  a  matter 
of  arrangement  between  the  two  sides 
of  the  House. 

ALDEKSHOT  SEWAGE  FARM. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity): On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Hants  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
has  received  the  report  of  the  medical 
officer  appointed  by  the  War  Office  to 
inspect  the  Camp  Sewage  Farm  at  Alder- 
shot.  And,  whether  it  is  still  proposed 
to  supply  the  troops  with  milk  from  this 
farm. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  G.  WYND- 
HAM,  Dover) :  The  report  has  been 
received,  and  will  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House  to-day.  There  has  been  no 
question  of  supplying  the  troops  with 
this  milk  as  part  of  their  rations.  The 
question  has  been  whether  they  should 
be  prohibited  from  purchasing  it.  Dr. 
Andrewes'  report  contains  nothing  which 
would  warrant  such  a  prohibition.  It 
does,  however,  suggest  one  improvement 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  farm,  the  cost 
of  which  is  now  being  investigated. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  PAY  DEDUCTIONS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  granting  of  retired  pay  to  an  officer 
represents  the  conclusion  of  a  bargain 
between  an  officer  and  the  service  he  has 


left,  in  view,  further,  of  the  fact  that  the 
amount  received  by  the  Treasury  from 
deductions  made  from  the  pay  of  retired 
officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  employed 
in  the  Civil  Service  is  so  comparatively 
small,  amounting  to  some  £3,600  a  year, 
he  will  secure  officers  in  the  possession  of 
what  is  admittedly  their  own,  and  allow 
them  to  hold,  without  deduction  from  the 
salary,  any  appointments  they  may  be 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  in  the  Civil 
Service ;  and,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  deductions  made  from  the  pay  of 
i  officers  retired  from  the  Army  or  Navy 
who  are  employed  in  the  Civil  Service, 
!  compared  with  the  total  amount  received 
I  of  effective  and  non-effective  pay,  vary 
j  from  90  per  cent,  to  about  2  per  cent. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
|  the  TREASURY  (Mr.  R.  W.  Hanbury, 
Preston) :  I  have  already  explained  that 
l  any  change  in  the  present  practice  would 
j  require  fresh  legislation.    I  cannot  find 
any  instance  in  which  the  amount  of  de- 
duction approaches  90  per  cent.  The 
usual  deduction  is  10  per  cent.    The  de- 
duction of  (roughly)  2  per  cent,  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  is  explained  by 
the  fact  that,  under  Rule  4,  the  total 
emoluments  of  an  officer  may  not  be  re- 
duced by  abatement  to  less  than  £400 
per  annum. 

FATALITIES  AMONG  RAILWAY 
SERVANTS. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  what  has  been  the  number  of 
railway  servants  killed  by  accidents  in 
which  the  movement  of  vehicles  used 
exclusively  on  railways  was  concerned  in 
the  year  1898 ;  and,  what  has  been  the 
number  of  such  fatal  accidents  investi- 
gated in  1898  by  inspectors  or  sub- 
inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  C.  J.  Ritchie,  Croy- 
don) :  The  number  of  railway  servants 
killed  in  1898  was  490.  The  number  of 
fatal  accidents  inquired  into  was  116. 

THE  KHARTOUM  PRISONERS. 

Mil  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  obtained 
information  from  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  number  of  Europeans  and 
Egyptians  released  by  the  capture  of 
Khartoum ;  and  if  he  can  i 
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to  the  House,  stating  their  various 
nationalities,  and  the  number  of  men  and 
women  respectively. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  We  have  received 
the  following  statement  from  Lord 
Cromer  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
released  subsequently  to  the  Battle  of 
Omdurman  : — 

INCLOSURK  1  IN  No.  1. 

Statement  of  Number  of  Prisoners 
Released  after  the  Battle  of 
Omdurman. 

1.  Government  prisoners,  military 

and  civilian,  in  Omdurman, 
mostly  Egyptians  and  Turks 
(approximate)        ...       ...  8,676 

2.  Government  prisoners,  military 

and  civilian,  in  the  Soudan, 
other  than  Omdurman,  mostly 
Egyptians  and  Turks  (approxi- 
mate)..  1,324 

3.  Christian  prisoners  in  Omdur- 

man, other  than  Copts       ...  213 

4.  Coptic  prisoners  in  Omdurman  562 

5.  Abyssinian  refugees  in  Omdur- 


man 


272 


Total  (approximately)    ...  1 1 ,047 
Subtract   193  Uopts,  who  were 
Government  employees,  and 
are  included  in  paragraphs  1 
and  2   193 


Approximate  total  of  Soudan 
refugees  who  were  released 
by  Government  after  the 
Battle  of  Omdurman         ...  10,854 

There  were  177  Christian  and  36  Jew 
prisoners  found  in  Omdurman  after  the 
Battle,  who  may  be  divided  as  follows, 
according  to  nationality  : — 

Austrians    ...    2  women  out  of  total  4 

Greeks       ...  45  „  „  94 

Italians      ...    6  „  „  12 

Cypriote     ...    4  „  „  10 

Armenians  ...    1  „  „  4 

Syrians      ...  23  „  „  50 
English  (Lup- 
ton     Bey  s 

family)   ...    3  „  „  3 

Jews         ...  18  „  „  36 

213 

FEVER  AMONG  THE  SOUDANESE 
TROOPS. 

Mr.  PIRIE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  epidemic  of  cerebrospinal 


fever  is  still  prevalent  among  the  Native 
troops  in  the  Soudan  ;  and  what  are  the 
latest  reports  as  to  their  health  and 
mortality. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  We  have  heard  no 
more  on  the  subject  since  my  answer  to 
the  honourable  Member's  Question  on 
14th  April,  when  I  stated  that  the  epi- 
demic was  abating. 

IRISH  LIGHTS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  when  the  new  lighthouse  and  fog 
signal  are  to  be  erected  on  the  Black 
Head,  Ireland ;  and,  when  is  a  new  light- 
house to  be  erected  at  the  Maiden  Rocks, 
Ireland. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  that  a  site 
has  been  obtained  for  the  new  lighthouse 
and  fog  signal  on  the  Black  Head,  and 
that  the  work  will  be  proceded  with  at 
at  once.  No  proposal  for  a  new  light- 
house at  the  Maiden  Rooks  is  before  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  W.  ALLAN:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  present 
lighthouse  is  70  years  old  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  do  not  know  its 
age. 

QUEEN'S  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION 
AT  SOUTHSEA. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  after  considerable  pre- 
parations had  been  made  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  birthday  on  the 
24th  May  at  Southsea,  the  general  in 
command  of  the  troops,  in  consequence  of 
the  falling  of  a  slight  shower  of  rain, 
ordered  the  flag  to  be  hauled  down  and 
the  parade  to  be  cancelled ;  whether  he 
can  say  if  the  parade  was  thus  cancelled 
in  consequence  of  an  apprehension  of  the 
damage  that  might  have  been  done,  either 
to  the  men's  uniforms  or  to  their  arms  by 
rain ;  and,  if  not,  what  the  reason  was  for 
the  cancelling  of  the  parade  and  the  dis- 
appointment of  the  numerous  spectators 
who  had  come  by  train  and  otherwise  to 
eee  it ;  and,  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 
spito  of  the  rain,  a  detachment  from 
H.M.S.  "Excellent,"  of  900  officers  and 
men,  with  six  field  guns,  came  to  and 
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remained  on  the  ground,  re-hoisted  the  .  held  by  one  of  the  Board's  inspectors.  I 
flag,   went  through  various  evolutions,  I  do  not  propose  to  introduce  any  legisla- 
fired  a  feu  tie  joie,  and  returned  to  H.M.S.  ,  tion  on  the  subject. 
"Excellent." 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Queen's  Birth- 
day parade  was  countermanded  in  view  of 
heavy  rain  falling  at  the  time  when  the 
troops  were  parading.  At  11.20  the  rain 
ceased,  but  owing  to  the  distribution  of 
the  troops  in  widely  separate  quarters  it 
would  then  have  been  impossible  to  effect 
a  concentration  in  time. 

LEVEL"  CROSSINGS. — DESBOROUGH 
RAILWAY  FATALITY. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  why  the  Board 
of  Trade  did  not  send  a  representa- 
tive to  attend  the  inquest,  held  at  Des- 
borough  on  Thursday,  25th  May,  on  two 
persons  killed  at  the  level  crossing  at 
Desborough  Station  on  Saturday,  20th 
May,  although  the  coroner  specially 
adjourned  the  inquest  from  Saturday  to 
the  following  Thursday  to  enable  the 
Board  to  be  represented  ;  whether  he  has 
considered  the  rider  appended  to  their 
verdict  by  the  jury  blaming  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  for  not  providing  an 
official  to  warn  passengers  crossing,  and 
for  not  providing  a  safe  means  of  crossing 
at  this  station  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
on  Tuesday,  23rd  May,  about  a  dozen 
people  were  exposed  to  serious  risk  from 
an  express  train  while  crossing  the  line  at 
the  same  place ;  whether  an  inquiry  will 
be  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  and,  whether  he  will  now  bring  in 
legislation  giving  powers  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  make  compulsory  orders  to 
supply  footbridges  or  subways  when 
necessary  1 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) : 
The  Board  of  Trade  do  not  send 
representatives  to  attend  inquests  unless 
the  coroner  applies  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  assessor  under  Section  8  of 
the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1871. 
No  application  was  made  by  the  Coroner. 
The  Board  of  Trade  have  communicated 
with  the  Midland  Railway  Company  with 
regard  to  the  rider  to  the  verdict  of  the 
Coroner's  Jury.  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
occurrence  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  as  having  taken  place  on  the  23rd 
ultimo.    If  necessary  an  inquiry  will  be 


Mr.  CHANNING:  Do  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  an 
inquiry  will  be  held  into  the  amount  of 
risk  at  this  special  crossing,  or  will  it  be 
into  the  accident  itself  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Not  into  the  accident. 
That  is  not  necessary,  having  regard  to 
the  evidence  given  before  the  coroner's 
inquest.  The  inquiry  to  which  I  refer  is 
in  respect  of  the  risk  to  which  people  are 
exposed  from  express  trains,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  bridge 
over  the  line. 


Mr.  CHANNING  :  Will  that  inquiry 
be  held  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  have  told  the  hon. 
Gentleman  it  will  be  held  if  necessary. 
We  are  in  communication  with  the  rail- 
way company  on  the  subject,  and  I  can- 
not yet  say  definitely  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mr.  CHANNING:  The  right  honr 
Gentleman  has  implied  that  a  coroner 
must  make  application  in  the  specific 
form  set  out  in  section  8  of  the  Act  of 
1871.  I  should  like  to  ask  him  whether 
the  letter  of  which  I  have  a  copy  here, 
and  which  was  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  by  the  ooroner,  explaining  that  he 
had  specially  adjourned  the  inquest  of 
five  days  in  order  to  admit  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  being  represented,  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  t 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Certainly  not.  Before  a 
Board  of  Trade  Inspector  is  sent  to  an 
inquest,  a  request  to  that  effect  must  be 
made  by  the  coroner.  The  letter  to  * 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  was  not 
a  request  at  all.  It  was  simply  a  state- 
ment that  the  inquest  had  been  adjourned 
so  that,  if  the  Board  of  Trade  thought  it 
necessary,  they  could  send  an  inspector. 
The  Board  of  Trade  did  not  think  it 
necessary.  No  application  was  made 
|  under  the  Act. 

!   SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC— THE 
KILLING  OF  MR.  EDGAR. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey):  I  beg 
i  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
|  the  Colonies  whether  an  application  has 
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been  made  to  the  Government  of  the 
South  African  Republic  for  compensation 
to  Mrs.  Edgar,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Edgar, 
who  was  recently  killed  by  a  policeman 
at  Johannesburg ;  and,  if  so,  what  reply 
has  been  received  to  such  application  t 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Mrs.  Edgar 
has  asked  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
apply  to  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic  for  compensation  to  her 
and  her  child  for  the  death  of  her  husband. 
The  matter  is  under  consideration.  No 
application  has  been  made. 

FRENCH  CLAIMS  ON  CHINA. 
*Sm  EDWARD  SASSOON  (Hythe) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  , 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  aware  j 
that  the  French  Consul  at  Chungking,  \ 
under  the  guise  of  a  demand  for  compen-  i 
sation  for  losses  arising  from  missionary 
troubles,  is  officially  pressing  for  exclusive  I 
mining   rights   in    certain   districts   of  j 
Szechuen  province  on  both  sides  of  the  ! 
Yangtze  river ;  and,  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  take  any  action  in  the  matter  ? 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :    Recent  reports 
received  from  our  Consul  at  Chungking  i 
allude  to  endeavours  on  the  part  of  a  i 
French  firm  to  secure  a  kerosine  con- 
cession, but  make  no  mention  of  any 
application  for  mining  rights.    It  would  . 
not  be  open  to  the  French  to  obtain  | 
exclusive    rights.     The    Anglo-French  I 
Declaration  of  1898  provides  that  any 
advantages   conceded  to  either  Great 
Britain  or  France  in  Yunnan  and  Szechuen 
shall,  as  far  as  rests  with  them,  be  ex- 
tended and  rendered  common  to  both 
Powers.    Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Chung- 
king will  be  asked  to  report  on  the 
question. 

INLAND     REVENUE.— STAMPING  OF 
ADVERTISEMENT  ORDERS. 

Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
decision  of  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  in 
the  City  of  London  Court,  on  3rd 
January  last,  in  reference  to  the  stamping 
of  written  orders  for  advertisements ; 
whether  it  appeared  that  the  Commis- 
sioner objected  to  such  an  order  being 
used  as  evidence  because  it  had  not  been 
stamped  with  a  sixpenny  stamp,  being  a 
contract  above  the  value  of  £5,  and  in 
consequence  the  plaintiff  was  non-suited 


with  costs ;  whether  the  Commissioner 
is  correctly  reported  to  have  stated  that 
the  Inland  Revenue  Commissioners  ad- 
vised that  all  such  contracts  ought  to  be 
stamped,  and  that,  in  fact,  a  £10  penalty 
had  been  exacted  from  several  suitors 
recently  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  it  is 
not  the  custom  to  stamp  such  orders  ; 
and,  whether  he  can  promote  legislation 
exempting  such  orders  irom  stamp  duty  1 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.):  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  case  referred  to.  From 
the  terms  of  the  question  it  may  be 
gathered  that  the  plaintiff  produced  the 
order  as  evidence  of  a  contract.  That 
being  so,  it  ought,  on  the  plaintiffs  own 
showing,  to  have  been  stamped  as  an 
"agreement,"  and  under  Section  14  of 
the  Stamp  Act,  1891,  the  Court  could  not 
admit  it  as  evidence  of  a  contract,  except 
on  payment  of  the  Stamp  Duty  and  the 
prescribed  penalty.  As  regards  legisla- 
tion, none  seems  necessary.  An  order, 
qua  order,  does  not  require  a  stamp  ;  but 
if  the  order  is  given  under  such  circum- 
stancesas  to  constitute  ita  memorandum  of 
an  agreement,  or  is  relied  upon  as  evidence 
of  a  contract,  then  it  ought  to  be  stamped 
as  an  agreement. 


ROYAL     COMMISSION     ON  INDIAN 
EXPENDITURE. 

Silt  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG* 
GRKE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  has  received 
any  reply  to  the  letter  addressed  by  him 
on  the  15th  ult.  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Indian  Expenditure, 
regarding  the  long  delay  that  had 
occurred  in  the  submission  of  its  Report  ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he  state  its  contents  to 
the  House  1 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  I  have  received  some 
personal  replies  from  individual  members 
of  the  Commission,  but  I  am  not  yet  in 
a  position  to  give  the  general  sense  of  the 
Commissioners.  As  regards  the  draft 
Report,  I  am  informed  that,  of  the  three 
portions  of  which  it  is  composed,  two  have 
already  been  circulated,  or  are  in  the  act 
of  being  circulated  for  the  approval  of 
.  the  Commission.     C  rmci\o 
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Sir  M.  BHOWNAGGREE  :  Is  there 
any  likelihood  of  the  report  being  issued 
before  the  end  of  the  Session. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  That 
is  a  question  I  cannot  answer. 

INDIAN  SUGAR  TRADE. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  give  the 
House  the  complete  figures  of  the  exports 
and  imports  of  sugar  from  and  into  India 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March  1899,  dis- 
tinguishing raw  sugar  from  refined. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
exports  of  sugar  from  India  in  tee 
year  ending  31st  March  1899  (in- 
cluding re-imported  sugar)  were  as 
follows :— Raw,  289,668  cwts. ;  refined, 
208,899  cwte.  The  imports  for  the 
same  period  were  as  follows : — Raw, 
312,778  cwts. ;  refined,  3,764,910  cwts. 


Captain  SINCLAIR:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
be  can  give  particulars  of  the  exports  of 
refined  sugar  from  India  to  Ceylon 
during  the  past  few  years;  and 
whether  the  refined  sugar  so  exported  is 
native-refined  or  a  re-export  of  foreign- 
refined. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  On 
page  110  of  the  recent  Counter- 
vailing Duties  Blue  Book  the  hon. 
Member  will  find  two  tables  giving 
details  of  Indian  sugar  exports  to  Ceylon 
and  other  countries.  The  tables  dis- 
tinguish between  refined  and  unrefined 
sugar.  All  the  sugar  shown  in  the  two 
tables  36  and  37  is  Indian  sugar.  The 
re-exports  of  foreign  refined  sugar  from 
India  to  Ceylon  were  small,  ana  so  were 
not  shown  separately  in  the  Blue-book. 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 


Captain  SINCLAIR:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when 
he  proposes  to  take  Scotch  Estimates,  and, 
in  particular,  the  Scotch  Education  vote  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Perhaps  it  will 
he  convenient  for  hon.  Gentlemen  repre- 
senting Scotland  to  fix  this  day  fortnight 


as  the  day  for  taking  Scotch  Supply. 
Next  Friday,  as  they  are  aware,  is 
allocated  to  the  Foreign  Office  Vote. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.) : 
When  will  the  London  Government  Bill 
be  next  taken  ? 

Mr.  BALFOUR:  I  shall  put  the  London 
Government  Bill  as  the  first  Order  for 
Monday,  simply  in  order  to  avoid  Monday, 
which  will  be  devoted  to  discussing  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  the  Vote  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, being  counted  as  an  allotted  day 
under  the  Supply  Rule.  But  immediately 
the  Order  is  called  on  I  shall  postpone  it, 
and  I  propose  to  take  it  second  on  Tues- 
day, and  if  not  on  Tuesday,  I  shall  take 
it  as  the  first  Order  on  Thursday. 

.  Mr.  J.  MORLEY  (Montrose,  &c  ):  I 
believe  we  are  right  in  assuming  that  the 
Government,  in  reference  to  the  proposed 
Vote  to  Lord  Kitchener,  does  not  intend 
to  proceed  by  way  of  Bill,  but  by  some 
method — which  I  confess  I  do  not  quite 
myself  understand — by  which  a  Vote  can 
be  procured  by  a  mere  resolution  in 
Committee  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  hardly  a 
resolution  in  Committee.  It  is  a  Vote  in 
Committee  of  Supply.  The  precedent 
followed  is  that  of  1874,  when  a  sum  of 
money  was  voted  by  this  House  to  Lord 
Wolseley.  The  alternative  method  of 
proceeding  by  Bill,  which  was  adopted  in 
1884,  seems  to  be  more  cumbrous,  and 
might  lead  to  prolonged  and  quite  un- 
necessary discussion,  and  would  not  in 
effect  have  any  different  result  from  a  Vote 
in  Committee  of  Supply.  It  is  necessary 
that  I  should  adopt  this  technical  device 
of  putting  the  London  Government  Bill 
down  first,  otherwise  one  of  the  days 
allocated  to  Supply  would  be  exhausted 
on  this  Vote,  and  that  would,  I  think,  be 
a  misuse  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  It  does  not  come  up 
in  the  Estimates  in  any  other  form  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  an  Esti- 
mate ;  it  will  be  passed  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  there  will  be  a  Report  stage. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Am  I 
correct  in  saying  that  the  Government 
stated,  at  an  early  period  of  this  Session, 
that  this  Vote  would  be  granted  by  way 
of  Bill?  '  , 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No;  I  think 
not.  I  have  always  contemplated  this 
procedure. 

Sir  W.  LAWSON  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) :  Will  it  be  possible  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make  his  state- 
ment on  behalf  of  this  grant  in  Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND  (Waterford) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  any  arrangement  has  been  come  to 
as  to  the  time  for  taking  the  Irish  estimates. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  week  after  next  some 
important  Irish  business  will  be  before  the 
House,  which  will  necessitate  a  large 
attendance  of  Irish  members,  and  if  the 
Irish  estimates  can  be  taken  at  the  same 
time  it  would  be  a  very  great  con- 
venience. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  date  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  has 
already  been  allocated  to  Scotland.  I 
Anil,  however,  inquire  whether  any 
arrangement  can  be  arrived  at  which  will 
be  agreeable  to  both  parties.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  meet  the  general  views. 

Captain  PRETYMAN  (Suffolk, 
Woodbridge) :  What  will  be  the  first 
Order  on  Tuesday  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  first  Order 
on  Tuesday  will  be  the  Finance  Bill. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby) :  When  will  the 
Small  Houses  Bill  be  taken  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  give 
any  forecast  at  present.  It  will  depend 
on  the  progress  made  with  the  London 
Government  Bill. 


SUPPLY  [12TH  Allotted  1)ay\ 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £132,732,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the" charge  which  will  come 


in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Local  Government 
Board." 

•MB.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
administrative  action  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  regard  to  vaccina- 
tion. I  do  not  intend  to  dwell  upon  the 
violent  and  unconstitutional  language  that 
has  been  made  use  of  to  applicants  for 
exemption  certificates,  whose  only  offence 
is  that  they  have  desired  to  exercise  the 
right  which  the  High  Court  of  Parliament 
has  granted  to  them,  beyond  to  say  that 
it  is  noteworthy  that  language  of  that  kind 
has  not  been  indulged  in  since  the  session 
began.  The  gravamen  of  my  complaint 
against  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  this : 
that  he  has  by  his  action  encouraged 
vaccination  officers  to  flout  their  em- 
ployers and  paymasters,  the  boards  of 
guardians.  There  has  been,  as  I  shall 
show,  a  distinct  change  in  the  relations 
between  boards  of  guardians  and 
vaccination  officers  —  a  change  entirely 
due  to  the  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Prior  to  the  recent  action  of  the 
:  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  relations 
between  them  were  governed  by  a  general 
order,  dated  October,  1874,  which 
prescribed  that  the  guardians  should  in 
cases  of  default  of  vaccination  cause  pro- 
ceedings to  be  taken,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose should  give  directions  authorising 
the  vaccination  officers  to  institute  and 
conduct  them.  There  was  no  doubt  as 
to  the  construction  to  be  put  on  the 
terms  of  that  order ;  the  guardians 
might  either  give  special  directions 
in  each  individual  case,  or  such 
general  directions  as  would  enable  the 
officer  to  initiate  the  proceedings  with- 
out first  referring  to  them.  Thus, 
while  it  was  within  the  competency  of 
!  boards  of  guardians  if  they  chose  to  give 
general  directions,  yet,  in  the  absence  of 
such  directions,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
officer  to  lay  each  individual  case  before 
the  guardians,  and  take  their  directions 
upon  it.  That  order  was  acted  upon  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century — until  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  came  upon  the  .scene. 
Now  let  me  call  attention  to  the  terms  of 
the  order  for  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  responsible.  It  is  dated  the 
18th  October  last,  and  provides  that  at 
the  end  of  seven  days  after  the  expiration 
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of  six  months  from  the  birth  of  the 
child  the  vaccination  officer  shall  give  to 
the  parent  notice  to  vaccinate  the  child,  and 
if  that  notice  is  not  duly  complied  with 
it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  vaccination 
officer  to  take  proceedings  under  the  Act 
of  1871  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 
This  new  order,  it  will  be  seen,  gives  the 
go-by  entirely  to  the  board  of  guardians  : 
it  says  the  duty  shall  be  independently 
exercised  by  the  vaccination  officer  under 
the  Vaccination  Act,  1871,  although  the 
order  of  1874,  which  gave  the  control  to 
the  guardians  was  issued  three  years  after 
the  Act  of  1871  became  law.  Now,  the 
contention  that  the  vaccination  officer  is 
independent  of  the  board  of  guardians  in 
these  proceedings  is  an  entirely  new  con- 
tention. It  has  originated  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  for  25  years  before 
his  intervention  the  Local  Government 
Board  interpreted  the  law  in  an  opposite 
sense  and  declared  that  the  vaccination 
officers  should  look  to  the  board  of 
guardians  for  instructions  to  prosecute.. 
I  refer  to  the  Keighley  case  in  1875.  It 
is  inconceivable  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  should  have  taken  the 
extreme  step  of  sending  the  Keighley 
Board  of  Guardians  to  prison  if  there  had 
then  prevailed  at  the  Local  Government 
Board  the  contention  the  Board  now 
makes,  that  the  vaccination  officer  can 
take  proceedings  altogether  independent 
of  the  board  of  guardians.  One  of  these 
authorities  is  so  recent  that  I  quote  it 
because  of  the  significancy  of  the  date. 
I  refer  to  what  is  called  the  Reading 
letter,  indited  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  January,  1898.  At  that  time  a 
vaccination  officer  wrote  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  asking  if  he  should 
prosecute  defaulting  parents  in  spite  of 
the  directions  of  the  board  of  guardians 
to  the  contrary.  The  reply  was  that  he 
was  to  obey  the  board  of  guardians. 
The  date  of  that  letter  is  significant, 
because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  in 
explanation  of  the  change  of  policy,  that 
he  relies  on  the  decision  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  in  the  case  of  Bramble  and  Lowe. 
Now  that  case  was  decided  in  1897,  and 
six  months  after  we  have  the  Local 
Government  Board  giving  the  same  in- 
structions which  had  been  given  for 
25  years,  viz.,  that  the  vaccination  officer 
must  obey  the  board  of  guardians.  Let 
me  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the  Bramble 
and  Lowe  case.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  entirely   misunderstood,  or  at  all 


events  misstated,  the  effect  of  the  decision 
of  the  Queen's  Bench  Division.  Bramwell 
j  and  Lowe  is  no  authority  for  the  proposi- 
tion  that  the   vaccination   officer  can 
I  prosecute  without  the  sanction  of  the 
j  board  of  guardians.     In  Bramble  and 
Lowe  the    guardians  had    given  the 
vaccination  officer  concerned  a  general 
authority  to  institute  and  conduct  pro- 
ceedings against  all  persons  in  default 
under  the  Vaccination  Acts.  If  they  gave 
!  this  general  authority  to  prosecute  all 
j  persons,  that  was  equivalent  to  giving 
]  authority  to  prosecute  in  every  individual 
|  case  ;  and  therefore  they  were  only  carry  - 
1  ing  out  the  old  instructions  under  the 
!  Act  of  1874,  that  the  guardians,  if  they 
choose,  might  give  a  general  authority  to 
i  their  officers.    So  that  the  Bramble  and 
!  Lowe  case  does  not  help  the  right  hon. 
I  Gentleman.     This  question  as  to  the 
I  relations  between  the  vaccination  officer 
I  and  his  guardians  was  raised  last  year  in 
the  discussion  on  the  Vaccination  Bill, 
i  I,  myself,  raised  it.    I  had  upon  the 
I  Paper  a  clause  which  would  have  made 
!  the  matter  perfectly  clear.    The  clause 
was  as  follows : — 

i     "  Not-withstanding  anything  contained  in 
.  the  Vaccination  Acts,  no  parent  or  other 
j  person  having  the  custody  or  a  child  shall  be 
:  prosecuted  for    neglecting  or   refusing  to 
vaccinate  such  child  unless  and  until  the 
sanction  of  the  guardians  has  been  obtained 
for  such  prosecution." 

I  proposed  that  clause,  but  withdrew  it  in 
consequence  of  the  pledge  which  was 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite.  I  will  remind  the  committee 
what  that  pledge  was.  I  quote  from 
Hansard.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said — 

"  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  hon.  Member 
thought  it  necessary  to  move  this  clause." 

Then  he  refers  to  something  which  he 
bad  said  before,  and  he  adds — 

"  What  T  stated  then  was  altogether  out  of 
date  after  what  I  stated  this  afternoon.  Since 
the  debate  of  last  night  I  have  quite  recog- 
nised the  fact  that  the  administration  of  a 
compulsory  vaccination  law  would  he  neither 
necessary  nor  desirable." 

That  seems  tolerably  clear  in  itself,  but  if 
anything  were  required  to  clinch  the 
matter  it  was  supplied  by  the  speeches 
following  the  declaration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  For  instance,  my 
hon,  friend,  the  Member  for  Shoreditcb, 
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who  immediately  followed,  thought  that 
the  declaration  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sufficiently  met  the  case,  and 
he  suggested  that  the  amendment  should 
be  withdrawn.  Thereupon  followed  my 
hon.  friend  the  member  for  Northampton, 
who  was  not  altogether  satisfied,  and 
pointed  out,  as  was  indeed  perfectly  true, 
that  although,  as  we  understood,  the 
pledge  would  bind  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man personally,  it  would  not  bind  his 
successors.  The  hon.  member  for 
Northampton  said  at  the  close  of  his 


gol 

same  time  I  think  that  if  this  clause  were 
carried  it  would  simply  embody  in  the  Bill  the 
pledge  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  us." 

Then  the  hon.  member  for  Caithness 
said — 

"  We  have  got  the  pledge  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Hoard  that  he  will 
not  do  anything  to  interfere  with  the  relations 
between  the  vaccination  officers  and  the 
guardians -that  he  will  not  put  it  into 
Force." 

These  statements  sufficiently  show  how 
the  House  understood  the  pledge  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  present ;  he  accepted 
the  interpretation  which  we  all  on  this 
side  of  the  House  put  upon  his  declara- 
tion, and  therefore  I  thought  I  was 
justified  in  withdrawing  my  amendment, 
and  I  did  withdraw  it.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
misled  the  House  of  Commons,  unin- 
tentionally of  course.  But  the  invariable 
practice  of  the  House  has  been  that  in  a 
cases  where  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
has  misled  the  House  of  Commons,  how- 
ever unintentionally,  the  Minister  of  the 
Crown  should  be  held  to  be  bound  by  the 
pledge  in  the  sense  in  which  the  House 
understood  it,  and  on  which  the  House 
acted.  Before  I  pass  from  this  point  I 
desire  to  refer  to  another  matter  not 
so  important,  but  still  sufficiently 
important.  That  is  the  question  of 
the  circulation  of  pro  -  vaccination 
papers  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians. 
Quite  recently  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  informed  the  Boards  of  Guardians  that 
they  are  entitled  to  circulate  at  the  public 
expense  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Jenner 
Society.  What  is  the  Jenner  Society? 
It  is  an  association  whose  publications 
have  been  recently  described  by  no 
mean  authority  —  Lord   Grimthorpe  — 

Mr.  Pickersgill. 


as  "  controversial  fireworks,"  and  as  publi- 
cations "  more  likely  to  defeat  than  to 
promote  the  object  the  society  have  in 
view."  Well,  I  certainly  do  not  object  to 
the  circulation  of  the  pamphlets  of  the 
Jenner  Society  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  likely  to  injure  the  cause  of  anti- 
vaccination  ;  but  I  do  object  to  the  circu- 
lation at  the  public  expense  of  these 
worthless  and  misleading  publications.  I 
i  say  it  is  not  the  business  of  a  public 
j  Department  to  boom  a  private  asso- 
!  ciation  and  to  circulate  its  publications 
at  the  public  cost.  It  is  most  objec- 
tionable and  may  easily  degenerate 
into  a  great  public  scandal.  This 
question  was  discussed  when  the  Vacci- 
nation Bill  was  before  the  House  last 
year.  There  was  a  clause  in  that  Bill  to 
the  effect  that  any  Local  authority  might 
incur  expense  in  diffusing  information  as 
to  the  advantages  of  vaccination,  but  the 
overwhelming  preponderance  of  the 
opinion  of  the  House  was  against  public 
■  expenditure  being  incurred  for  any  such 
I  purpose.  A  Division  was  taken  upon 
I  that,  and  the  clause  was  defeated  by  270 
I  to  49.  In  these  circumstances  I  have 
j  called  attention  to  these  matters,  and  in 
order  to  do  so  effectively  I  have  moved 
the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
present  condition  of  things  is  intolerable  ; 
that  Boards  of  Guardians  should  be  com- 
pelled to  appoint  and  to  pay  a  vaccination 
officer  who,  the  moment  he  is  appointed,  can 
t  his  employers.  That  appears  to  me 
be  reducing  local  self-government  to 
n  absurdity.  There  are  other  incidental 
isad vantages  attaching  to  the  present 
ondition  of  things.  As  the  vaccination 
officers  are  paid  by  fees,  they  have  a  direct 
pecuniary  interest  in  promoting  prosecu- 
tions. That  is  most  undesirable,  and  is 
really  returning  to  the  old  system  of 
common  informers,  only  under  more 
aggravated  circumstances.  Another  in- 
cidental disadvantage  is  the  strained 
relations  that  are  created  between  the 
guardians  and  the  vaccination  officers. 
The  former  refuse  legal  assistance  to  the 
latter,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the 
vaccination  officers  rush  into  court  un- 
prepared, their  summonses  are  dismissed, 
and  an  easy  popular  triumph  is  achieved 
by  the  class  of  persons  whom  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  denounce  and  whom 
they  desire  to  discourage.  It  is 
impossible  to  exaggerate  the  extreme 
inconvenience  arising  from  the  present 
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condition  of  things,  which  is  entirely  due 
to  the  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
It  is  not  due  to  any  change  in  the  law, 
but  is  simply  the  result  of  Departmental 
action  for  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  responsible.  It  is  that  action  of 
which  I  now  complain.  I  beg,  therefore, 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  vote. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by 
£100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board."—  (Mr. 
Piekengtil.) 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  thought  fit  to  charge  me 
with  having  misled  Parliament,  I  think, 
perhaps,  it  is  right  that  I  should  reply 
to  the  statement  that  he  has  made  with- 
out delay.  In  the  first  place,  I  would 
refer  to  one  of  the  small  points  that  he  has 
raised,  in  order  to  clear  that  out  of  the 
way.  The  hon.  Member  complains  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  sanctioned 
expenditure  for  the  circulation  of  litera- 
ture in  order  to  promote  vaccination 
throughout  the  country,  and  that,  he 
says,  is  a  most  improper  practice,  and  an 
entirely  new  one. 

♦Mr.  PICKERSGILL  :  I  did  not  say  it 
was  entirely  new. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  Then  I  fail  to  see 
exactly  what  point  there  is  in  the  hon. 
Member's  remark.  It  has  been  the 
practice  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  the  last  20  years  or  more  to  give  a 
sanction  of  this  kind.  The  sanction  is 
given  under  Section  28  of  the  Vaccina- 
tion Act  of  1867,  and  as  I  believe  that 
the  effect  of  this  practice  has  been  to 
promote  vaccination,  and  not,  as  the  hon. 
member  says,  to  interfere  with  it,  I  see 
no  reason  whatever  to  alter  the  practice 
in  this  respect.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
proceeded  at  great  length  and  in  much 
detail  to  give  to  the  House  his  version  of 
the  history  of  the  prosecutions  connected 
with  the  present  position  of  vaccination 
officers  in  regard  to  the  various  boards  of 
guardians.   The  gravamen  of  his  com- 

flaint  against  me  is  that  I  have  done  all 
can  to  teach  the  vaccination  officers  to 
flout  the  guardians.    He  says  that,  under 
the  order  of  1867,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
vaccination  officers  to  take  their  instruc- 
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tions  from  the  guardians,  and  for  25 
years  that  was  the  invariable  practice 
until  I  came  on  the  scene  and  intervened. 
And  why  did  I  intervene,  or,  rather,  why 
did  someone  else  intervene  1  A  case 
was  tried.  The  hon.  Member  will  have 
his  opinion,  and  he  will  allow  me  to  have 
mine.  Hewill  allow  me  also  to  remind  him, 
as  I  have  told  him  repeatedly  in  the  House 
before,  that  that  opinion  is  supported  by 
that  of  the  law  officers  of  two  different 
Governments.  It  was  the  Law  Courts 
which  intervened  in  1897,  and  the  judg- 
ment was  that  the  power  of  the  officers 
to  institute  proceedings  was  given  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  that  they  did  not 
require  any  special  directions.  Now 
comes  the  question  of  the  amendment 
which  the  hon.  Member  alleges  was  with- 
drawn by  him  upon  a  specific  pledge  by 
myself. 

♦Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  Certainly. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  recollect  perfectly 
well  what  happened  upon  that  occasion. 
On  the  19th  of  July  the  Government 
made  a  concession  with  regard  to  the 
case  of  conscientious  objectors  which 
everybody  will  perfectly  recollect,  and  on 
the  following  day  (Wednesday)  the  hon. 
Member  moved  his  amendment.  On  that 
day,  also,  I  made  a  statement  explaining 
the  grounds  upon  which  I  consented  to 
the  concession  which  the  Government 
had  made,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  remember, 
if  was  received  by  gentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  House  with  a  general  chorus  of 
approval,  and  far  too  flattering  things  were 
said  with  regard  to  the  attitude  taken  by 
me  on  that  occasion.  During  the  interval 
for  lunch,  exactly  the  same  thing  happened 
in  the  lobby.  Hon.  Gentleman  after 
hon.  Gentleman  came  up  to  me  and  con- 
gratulated me  upon  the  position  we  had 
taken,  expressing  themselves  perfectly 
satisfied.  But  that  was  not  all.  The 
Paper  was  still  crowded  with  amendments, 
and  they  intimated  their  intention  to 
take  them  off  forthwith.  There  was  one 
exception,  and  that  was  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bethnal  Green. 

♦Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  do  not  think  there 
was  an  amendment  of,  the  smallest  im- 
portance moved,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
was  one  pressed  to  a  Divisio^.GoOQle 
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♦Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  Mine  was  not 
pressed  to  a  Division. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  vory  well  re- 
member what  happened.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Harborough  Division, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  addressed 
to  me  some  kindly  observations,  and 
said,  "  We  will  do  all  we  can 
to  get  the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  to  withdraw  his  amendment," 
and  when  we  came  back  from  luncheon 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  conversation 

f)ing  on  upon  the  opposite  benches,  and 
presume  they  were  trying  to  persuade 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  amendment 
was  altogether  unnecessary.  Apparently, 
however,  it  was  without  effect,  because 
when  we  resumed  our  sitting  the  hon. 
Member  moved  his  amendment,  and  as 
soon  as  his  amendment  was  moved  I  got 
up  and  replied  declining  altogether  to 
accept  it.  I  had  already  explained 
either  that  morning  or  the  night  before 
to  the  hon.  Member  what  was  the  law  on 
the  subject,  and  as  I  have  been  challenged 
I  think  it  is  only  fair  that  I  should  take 
the  liberty  of  reminding  the  House  of 
what  was  stated  on  the  subject  between 
the  hon.  Member  and  myself.  Speaking 
of  myself,  the  hon.  Member  made  this 
observation — 

"  He  now  says  not  under  this  Bill,  and  that 
is  just  the  point.  It  is  not  under  the  powers 
given  by  this  Bill.  It  is  under  the  powers  of 
the  Act  of  1874  ;  where  the  guardians  did  not 
prosecute  to  his  satisfaction  he  intended  to 
authorise  the  vaccination  officers  to  initiate 
prosecutions,  not  only  on  the  authority  of 
their  employers,  the  guardians,  but  in  the 
face  of  their  distinct  resolutions  to  the  con- 
trary." 

That  was  the  charge  made  against  mo 
by  the  hon.  Member.    I  replied  : 

"  I  do  not  think  my  hon.  friend  could  have 
been  in  the  Committee  when  I  made  my  reply 
to  that  point  I  pointed  out  to  the  Committee 
that  the  power  acd  duty  of  the  vaccination 
officers  were  imposed  upon  them  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  not  by  regulations,  and  that 
it  was  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  that  they 
would  have  to  perform  their  duty." 

Well,  then  he  made  a  further  observa- 
tion, in  which  I  think  he  was  equally 
incorrect,  and  I  proceeded — 

"The  hon.  Gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken ; 
the  case  has  been  submitted  to  law  officers  of 
two  different  Governments,  and  it  has  also 
been  tried  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and 
it  was  therte  decidhd  that  the  power  and  duty 


i  of  the  vaccination  officers  to  institute  prose- 
i  cutions  was  given  under  an  Act  of  Parliament 
i  without  any  instructions  whatever." 

Well,  that  was  my  interpretation  of 
1  the  law,  which  I  believe  to  have  been 
absolutely  correct,  and  having  given  that 
i  version  of  the  law  I  declined  to  accept 
I  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  Member,  as 
1  he  knows  perfectly  well.  After  that  the 
|  hon.  Member  withdrew  his  amendment. 
{  Now  he  comes  forward  and  says  he 
withdrew  his  amendment  on  an  assurance 

f'ven  by  me.    Sir,  I  absolutely  deny  that 
gave  any  assurance  whatever  of  any 
'  sort  or  kind  upon  the  subject.  Why 
should  I  have  done  so  1    I  did  not  care 
twopence  whether    he   withdrew  his 
amendment   or  not.     I  believe  I  am 
speaking  the  truth  when  I  say  that  he 
j  was  urged  before  the  debate  began  by 
I  many  of  his  own  friends,  or  by  some  of 
]  his  own  friends  to  withdraw  it. 

♦Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  I  am  sorry  to 
,  interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but 
|  his  constant  statements  of  what  occurred 
I  between  myself  and  my  friends  are  the 
j  reverse  of  the  facts.     Many  of  my  hon. 
friends,  conspicuously  the  hon.  Member 
I  for  Northampton,  strongly  objected  to 
i  my  withdrawing  the  amendment,  and 
were  really  very  angry  with  me  because 
I  did  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  It  is  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  me  whether 
the  hon.  Member  withdrew  the  amend- 
ment or  not,  for  it  is  perfectly 
certain  that  he  would  have  been  defeated 
by  an  enormous  majority.    In  the  second 

Elace,  I  want  to  point  out  that  I  cannot 
ave  given  the  assurance  which  he  sup- 
poses I  gave,  because  any  interference  on 
my  part  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
vaccination  officers  as  regards  prosecu- 
tions would  have  been  entirely  superfluous 
and  ineffectual.  The  hon.  Member  says 
that  he  relies  on  my  speech  on  the 
point.  The  answer  to  that  is  very  simple 
and  very  complete.  I  was  shown  an  ex- 
tract from  a  paper  a  day  or  two  ago,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  report  of 
the  speech  cannot  have  been  inaccurate 
because  it  was  corrected  by  myself. 
On  that  point  I  must  say  that  the  speech 
was  never  corrected.  It  was  wholly  in- 
accurate from  beginning  to  end.  It  so 
happened  during  those  debates  I  had 
such  complaints  to  make  of  the  persistent 
inaccuracy  of  the  reports  that  I  desired 
my  secretary  to  communicate  with  the 
responsible  authority  on  the  subject;  I 
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believe  every  one  of  my  speeches,  or 
nearly  every  one,  was  marked  with  an 
asterisk,  indicating  that  I  had  corrected 
it.  I  corrected  one  speech,  and  only  one, 
and  that  was  the  speech  after  the  conces- 
sion had  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
conscientious  objector.  Not  only  that,  but 
I  have  a  letter  of  apology  from  the  respon- 
sible authority  expressing  his  great  regret 
that  the  speech  which  has  been  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  was  marked  with  an 
asterisk.  It  was  never  corrected  at  all, 
although  it  appears  in  the  volume  of 
Hansard  as  if  it  were  What  did  I  say 
upon  that  occasion  ?  I  cannot  now  give 
the  exact  words,  but  the  effect  was  that 
after  the  very  great  concession  made  by 
the  Government  on  the  question,  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  appeared  to  me 
to  be  altogether  out  of  date,  and  that  in  my 
opinion  the  amendment  was,  in  view  of 
the  concession,  uncalled  for  and  un- 
necessary, and  on  that  ground  I  declined 
to  accept  it.  In  fact,  that  concession,  in 
my  view,  and  certainly  in  the  view  of  nine 
Members  out  of  ten  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  was  everything  that  was  necessary. 
That  was  shown  by  the  speech  made  by 
another  very  ardent  anti-vaccinationist,  if 
he  will  forgive  me  for  calling  him  so,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  who  the 
same  afternoon  expressed  his  appreciation 
of  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  He  urged 
that  we  should  not  go  on  splitting  hairs 
on  this  matter,  but  that  the  declaration 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that 
there  should  be  no  going  behind  a  man's 
conscientious  objection  should  be  carried 
out.  That  was  evidently  the  expres- 
sion of  the  general  feeling  on  that 
side  of  the  House  on  that  afternoon. 
This  is  the  very  simple  explanation 
of  what  occurred,  and  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  the  hon.  Member  has  very 
greatly  distorted  it,  unintentionally,  I  am 
quite  sure.  With  all  respect,  I  contend 
that  it  would  have  been  quite  impossible 
for  any  Minister  in  charge  of  a  Bill  to  be 
more  open  in  connection  with  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  question  than  I  was 
during  the  whole  of  those  debates.  There 
was  no  obligation  on  my  part  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  to  tell  the 
House  what  I  had  in  my  mind  with  re- 
gard to  the  future  on  this  particular 
subject.  I  saw  an  observation  in  the 
Press  that  I  blurted  it  out  by  mistake, 
and  that  I  made  a  great  blunder  in  doing 
«o.   As  a  matter  of  faetj  I  did  it  inten- 


tionally in  order  that  the  House  should 
be  aware  what  I  had  in  my  mind  on 
this  particular  subject.  Having  made 
this  statement  to  the  House,  and 
having  warned  them  what  was  before 
them,  I  had  a  majority  of  over  10 
to  1  in  favour  of  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  It  is  certainly  not  my  fault 
that  any  misunderstanding  has  occurred. 
It  is  the  fault  of  the  hon.  Member  him- 
self and  those  who  agree  with  him  if  they 
did  not  understand  the  position.  Then, 
passing  from  that  subject,  the  hon. 
Member  complains  that  it  is  to  the  direct 
interest  of  the  vaccination  officers  under 
the  present  system  to  make  as  many 
vaccinations  as  they  can.  That  may 
appear  intolerant  to  the  hon.  Member  and 
others  who  are  anxious  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  prevent  vaccination. 
But  to  us  it  is  the  reverse  of  intolerance, 
and  one  of  its  great  advantages  is  that  it 
has  the  effect  of  promoting  vaccination. 
I  am  thankful  to  believe— and  it  is 
a  matter  of  great  congratulation, 
although  it  may  be  very  distasteful  to 
some  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite — that 
under  the  Act  of  last  year  vaccination  is 
growing  more  steadily  and  to  a  greater 
extent  than  for  many  years  past.  We 
look  upon  it,  of  course,  from  totally^* 
opposite  points  of  view.  I  desire  to  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  promote 
vaccination  ;  the  hon.  Member  and  some 
of  his  friends  desire  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  prevent  it.  That  is  the 
real  issue  between  us,  and  that  is  the 
source  of  the  complaint  made  against  me. 
With  regard  to  the  particular  charge  of 
the  hon.  Member,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  open  than  ray  attitude  on  the 
subject.  I  should  think  it  would  have 
been  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes  I  ever 
made  in  my  life  if  I  did  not  refuse  to 
accept  the  amendment  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  has 
referred. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.): 
I  do  not  think  I  need  offer  any  apology 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  inter- 
vening in  this  debate  in  support  of  the 
reduction  moved  by  my  hon.  friend. 
There  are  some  points  in  the  reply  of  the 
righthon.  Gentleman  which  we  mustaccept 
absolutely,  but  at  the  same  time  there 
are  other  points  which  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  quarrel  with  me 
if  I  deal  with  at  the  present  moment.  I 
should  like  to  say  a  word  with  regard  to 
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the  point  raised  by  my  hon.  friend 
as  to  the  authorisation  to  boards  of 
guardians  to  distribute  the  literature  of 
the  Jenner  Society.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  quite  misapprehended 
the  point  made  by  my  hon.  friend,  which 
whs  that  the  House  of  Commons  having 
decided  against  this  course  on  the  Report 
stage  of  the  Vaccination  Bilk  it  was  there- 
fore improper  on  the  part  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  authorise 
a  course  which  the  House  of  Commons 
had  condemned.  With  regard  to  the 
main  question,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
quotations,  I  think  they  are  taken  from 
the  preceding  day's  debate.  He  dealt 
rather  lightly  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
day  on  which  my  hon.  friend's  amend- 
ment was  moved.  I  can  confirm  most 
fully  my  hon.  friend's  statement  regarding 
the  impression  produced  by  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  upon  myself, 
upon  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Shoreditch  who  followed  him,  and  upon 
other.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
viz.,  that  he  frankly  recognised  what  I 
think  he  ought  to  nave  taken  from  the 
Royal  Commission,  that  in  future  vacci- 
nation was  to  be  a  voluntary  and  not  a 
compulsory  proceeding.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  denied  the 
particular  words  which  seem  to  me 
to  have  produced — of  course  I  accept 
his  disclaimer  —  the  impression  that  he 
had  acquiesced  in  the  view  that  vaccina- 
tion was  to  be  voluntary,  and  not 
compulsory. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  It  is  now. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  :  Not  in  the  sense 
contemplated  by  the  amendment  of  my 
hon.  friend,  which  was  that  there  should 
be  local  option,  and  that  the  local  authori- 
ties should  retain  the  discretion  left  in 
their  hands  for  25  years  with  regard  to 
these  prosecutions. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  declined,  at  the 
commencement  of  my  speech,  to  accept 
the  amendment. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING :  The  governing 
and  decisive  words  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer  are  as  follows — 

"  Since  the  debate  of  la«»t  night,  I  have  quite 
recognised  the  fact  that  a  compulsory  adminis- 
tration of  the  Vaccination  Law  would  be  neither 
necessary  nor  desirable." 

Mr.  Channing. 


Those  words  seem  to  me  absolutely 
decisive  with  regard  to  this  question,  and 
many  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
met  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  frankly 
and  cordially  during  the  discussions, 
under  the  impression  that  he  was  dealing 
with  the  question  in  the  broad  spirit 
indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
general  impression  produced  upon  the 
House  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  can  be  seriously  contested.  I  do 
not  care  to  attack  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man very  fiercely  in  a  personal  sense  on 
this  matter.  In  the  conduct  of  the 
Bill  upstairs  he  certainly  showed  a 
concilatory  spirit  in  meeting  Amend- 
ments, and  the  main  ground  of  the 
complaint  now  brought  before  the  House 
is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  substantially  recognise  the  situa- 
tion last  July,  but  that  the  forces 
surrounding  him  had  brought  about 
a  change  in  his  attitude,  the  result  of 
which  is  the  extraordinary  Order  issued 
last  October  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  which  completely  altered  the 
relations  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  boards  of  guardians 
throughout  the  country,  and  altered 
fundamentally  the  administration  of  the 
Vaccination  Act.  In  referring  to  the 
case  of  Bramwell  and  Low,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  omitted  an  essential 
point.  The  Board  of  Guardians  in  that 
case  had  passed  a  resolution  previously 
to  the  effect  that  there  should  be  no 
prosecutions  n  the  Union,  which  I  believe 
was  the  Union  of  Ipswich,  and  the 
vaccination  officer  who  brought  the  case 
against  Low  alleged  that  he  had  special 
authority  for  instituting  the  prosecution, 
and  vested  his  claim  on  the  fact  that  the 
Board  had  rescinded  the  previous  resolu- 
tion against  prosecutions,  and  had  issued 
this  order  authorising  him  to  prosecute. 
That  was  the  point  that  was  taken,  and 
his  whole  case  was  the  case  which  has 
been  invariably  recognised  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  hitherto,  that  the 
authority  was  in  the  guardians.  Look- 
ing at  the  decision  and  the  obiter  dicta 
of"  Mr.  Justice  Wright  in  that  case,  I 
have  the  impression  that  if  the  case  went 
to  a  higher  court  there  might  be  some- 
thing else  said  upon  that  question.  Then 
with  regard  to  the  general  question,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  return  of  the  number 
of  conscientious  objection  certificates 
taken  out  under  the  Act  during  the  last 
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few  months  up  to  the  close  of  last  year. 
Those  returns  cover  230,000  children.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  just  now  very 
hopefully  that  he  thought  the  Bill  had 
led  to  a  great  many  more  vaccinations 
taking  place ;  but  he  is  certainly  labour- 
ing under  a  misapprehension  if  he  thinks 
that  230,000  represents  all  the  children 
unvaccinated  in  this  country.  In 
Leicester  there  are  nearly  80,000  un- 
vaccinated children,  but  only  9,885 
certificates  were  taken  out.  In  my 
own  constituency  some  7,000  certificates 
have  been  taken  out,  in  two  unions,  but 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  find 
the  approximate  number  of  children  there 
who  are  not  vaccinated,  he  must  in  esti 
mation  multiply  the  number  by  four  or 
five,  and  even  then  he  may  find  himself 
well  under  the  mark.  That  would  be  a 
fair  measure  of  the  real  opposition.  But 
what  I  mainly  desire  on  behalf  of  my 
constituents  is  to  enter  an  emphatic  pro- 
test against  the  change  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  through  the  issue  oi) 
this  order — a  change  which  we  believe  to 
be  absolutely  illegal.  As  my  friend 
stated  with  great  force,  there  is  a  regular 
concatenation  of  evidence.  The  rights 
of  boards  of  guardians  to  decide  whether 
prosecutions  or  not  should  be  instituted 
has  been  recognised  for  at  least  2,4 
years.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
was  President  of  the  Local  Government' 
Board  in  the  previous  Administration,] 


would  be  contrary  to  the  Board's  practice 
to  advise  an  officer  of  the  guardians 
without  reference  to  the  guardians  in  a 
matter  in  which  the  guardians  have 
jurisdiction,"  he  said  that  it  was  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  Bramwell  and 
Low  which  made  him  alter  his  views. 
And  so  the  present  Order  says  that 
within  seven  days  after  the  six  months 
have  expired  the  vaccination  officer  shall 
take  proceedings.  There  can  be  no 
answer  to  the  statement  that  the  dis- 
cretionary power  of  the  boards  of  guar- 
dians had  been  recognised  for  many 
years,  but  I  want  to  drive  this  question 
home  because nT* reaTly_  raises,  one  of  the 
nToWTmportanrissues  of  practical  politics 
in  "the  hear  future.  What  is  the  right 
hon:  Gentleman  going  to  do  with  his 
order  1  Does  he  mean  business  ?  Is  he 
going  down  into  my  constituency  to 
prosecute  the  parents  of  these  5,000  or 
10,000  children  who  are  not  vaccinated, 
who  decline  to  take  out  conscientious 
objection  certificates  under  the  clause  t 
In  the  Oundle  Union  there  have  been 
recently  several  prosecutions.  That  is  a 
Union  where  only  a  few  obections  have 
been  lodged.  Were  those  prosecutions 
instituted  by  the  board  of  guardians  or 
the  Local  Government  Board  1  That  has 
been  done  where  the  opposition  is  weak. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  very 
well  that  there  are  unions  throughout 
the  country  where  people  will  not  consent 
to  have  their  children  vaccinated,  where 


said  in  1888,  in  reference  to  the  general  1  many  of  them  refuse  to  take  out  the 
order  of  1874,  that  it  was  not  binding!  conscientious  objection  certificate  at  all. 
on  boards  of  guardians,  but  that  it  was  \  The  reason  is  perfectly  plain.  During  the 
merely  a  communication,  and  that  it  1  two  or  three  months  up  to  September  12th 
rested  with  the  boards  of  guardians  to  jlthe  poorer  parents  of  Northamptonshire 


take  their  own  course. 
5th  of  July,  1888,  he 
Government  Board  could  not  interfere  1 
in  the  exercise  by  the  guardians  of  their 
powers;  that  "the  enforcement  of  the 
Vaccination  Act  is  committed  to  an  elec- 
tive tribunal,  and  they  must  use  their  own 
discretion  in  the  matter."  The  original 
Evesham  letter  was  issued  by  a  Conserva- 
tive Administration,  and  the  replies  were 
also  made  by  a  Conservative  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  And  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  now  holds  the 
position  up  till  January  last  adopted  the 
same  views  in  the  matter.  In  answer  to 
a  question  I  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  regard  to  a  letter  written  by 
the  Board  at  that  time  to  the  Reading 
vaccination  officer,  and  the  reply  that  11  it 


Again,  on  the  ^contributed  in  fees  nearly  £1,000,  which 
said  the  LocaH  went  to  the  relief  of  the  rates.  That  is 
a  thing  which  I  do  not  for  one  moment 
think  was  ever  intended.  It  was  never 
intended  to  impose  a  fine  upon  the  people. 
We  have  boards  of  guardians  who  refuse 
t^anoTwtrl-mTt  prosecute;  I  think  before 
the  discussion  comes  to  an  end  we  are 
entitled  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  means  business  by  this  Order, 
and  whether  he  intends  to  .  force 
vaccination  officers  all  over  the  country 
to  prosecute,  or  whether  he  is  going  to 
take  the  advice  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
which  expressed  the  opinion  in  the 
strongest  terms  that  it  would  be  neither 
wise  nor  statesmanlike  to  override  the 
decision  of  the  boards  of  guardians. 
There  are  one  or  two  other  points  I  wish 
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to  refer  to.  In  the  first  place,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  expressed  the  opinion 
that'  the  additional  cost  to  the  rates  of 
the  country,  in  connection  with  the  new 
vaccination  procedure,  would  be  exceed- 
ingly  small.  Taking  the  number  of 
children  at  950,000,  the  cost  of  the 
vaccination  officer  and  public  vaccinator 
under  the  old  system  was  2s.  per  head. 
Under  the  new  arrangement  it  will  be 
7s.  per  head,  which  represents  no  less  an 
addition  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million 
Sterling  to  the  union  rates  for  carrying 
out  this  policy.  This  is  keenly  felt, 
especially  in  districts  like  my  own,  where 
the  expenses  have  been  practically 
nominal  for  many  years  past,  and  where  an 
incubus  of  £200  or  £300  is  piled  upon 
ihe  rates  for  a  purpose  which  the  people, 
by  their  votes,  have  expressed  a  desi 
not  to  have  imposed  upon  them.  Wha 
ever  the  reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  may  be  upon  the  general  bro; 
issue  which  we  raise — as  to  the  right 
the  local  authorities  as  against  the  Locil 
Government  Board  to  control  these 
prosecutions,  I  have  to  bring  before  him 
certain  other  points  connected  with  his 
administration.  He  ,  accepted  in  Com- 
mittee an  amendment  to  exclude  any 
form  of  compulsory  vaccination  of 
children  in  hospitals  and  workhouses 
under  the  age  prescribed  by  the  Act,  but 
this  has  been  violated  both  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  by  the  hospital  and 
workhouse  authorities.  In  the  first  place 
in  his  Order,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
instructed  the  public  vaccinator  that,  in 
the  cases  of  infants  in  workhouses  and 
hospitals,  the  offer  to  vaccinate  should  be 
made  at  the  end,  not  of  the  fourth  month, 
but  of  the  second  month.  And  when 
I  complained  of  this  distinction  in 
correspondence  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  he  declined  to  assimilate  the 
law  in  regard  to  children  in  and  out  of 
workhouses.  Does  it  not  seem  monstrous 
to  apply  one  standard  to  poor  children  in 
workhouses  and  infirmaries,  and  another 
to  children  elsewhere?  I  have  brought 
before  him  a  large  number  of  cases  where 
children  have  been  vaccinated  two  or 
three  weeks  after  birth,  and  I  have  drawn 
special  attention  to  cases  in  St.  Pancras 
Workhouse,  where  the  age  of  vaccination 
has  ranged  from  eight  days  to  twenty- 
three  days,  and  to  one  case  in  Queen 
Charlotte's  Hospital,  where  a  child  only 
two  days  old  was  vaccinated.  I  quite 
recognise  the  wish  of  the  right  non. 
Mr.  Cluiiuiinr/. 


Gentleman  to  prevent  these  things.  I 
know  he  has  expressed  disapproval  of 
this   early   vaccination,   but  I  think  I 
have  a  right,  after  his   acceptance  of 
that  amendment  in  Committee,  to  ask  him 
to  deal  with  this  question  more  effectively 
in  the  near  future.    There  are  many 
specific  grievances  with  which  he  ought 
to  deal.    In  one  notorious  case  a  vaccina- 
tion officer  entered  a  cottage  and,  without 
the  presence  or  consent  of  the  parent, 
deliberately  re-vaccinated  a  two-year  old 
child,  instead  of  ihe  infant  to  whom  the 
tice  referred.     That  occurred  in  the 
Ross  Union,  and  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    should    express    a  strong 
opinion  to  the  Ross  Board  of  Guardians 
on  the  matter.    Again,  numerous  cases 
have  occurred    in    which    the  Public 
Vaccinator  has  ignored  the  provision  re- 
quiring 24  hours'  notice,  and  without  the 
consent  of  the  parents,  they  have  effected 
the  vaccination  of  hundreds  of  children  by 
terrorism  of  nurses  and  others  in  charge. 
I  could  quote  one  case  at  Oldbury  where 
the  Public  Vaccinator  vaccinated  without 
notice,  and  I  have,  too,  a  number  of  cases 
from   the  county  of  Sussex.  Further 
there  have  been  repeated  instances  of  re- 
fusals, on  the  part  of  the  magistrates,  to 
recognise  serious  illness  or  even  death  of 
other  children  in  the  same  family  result- 
ing  from   vaccination,  as   an  adequate 
reason  for  non-vaccination.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  remember  that,  at 
his  request,  I  agreed  not  to  press  an 
amendment  defining  that  as  a  specific 
ground,  because  he  said  his  general  con- 
cession covered  the  whole  matter,  and 
that  such  a  provision  would  no  longer  be 
necessary.    There  have  further  been  cases 
in  which  the  conscientious  objector's  cer- 
tificate has  been  held    to  be  invalid 
because  it  has  not  been  sent  to  the  Vacci- 
nation Officer  within  seven  days  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  Act.    Several  prosecutions 
have  taken  place  in  which  parents  have 
been  fined  on  that  ground.    There  was  a 
case  too  in   which   a   parent    was  re- 
fused a   certificate    by  a  stipendiary 
magistrate,  although  a  previous  child 
had    been    seriously    ill.     He  was 
prosecuted  before  an  ordinary  bench  of 
magistrates  and  fined  20s.  and  costs,  or  a 
month's    imprisonment.     That  was  at 
Gillingham,  in  Kent.     Many  parents 
complain  that  they  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  for  producing  the  birth  certificates 
of  children,  and  one  was  actually  fined  when 
he  presented  the  notice  of  the  registrar, 
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which,  I  believe,  contains  the  date  of  the 
birth  of  the  child.  He  was  on  that  occa- 
sion refused  his  certificate.  The  charge 
for  these  certificates  is  often  3s.  6d. 
Other  cases  have  occurred  in  which 
parents  ordered  by  the  magistrates  to 
procure  birth  certificates  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  exemption,  because  the  Court 
has  not  again  sat  until  after  the 
child  has  passed  the  age  fixed  by 
the  Act,  and  consequently  the  right 
to  the  certificate  has  lapsed.  These 
matters,  however,  are  all  subsidiary 
to  the  main  issue  I  have  raised,  viz.,  that 
the  right  to  decide  these  matters  should 
rest  solely  with  the  board  of  guardians. 
This  was  the  position  which  we  under- 
stood to  be  accepted  by  the  Government 
at  Reading  election  and  at  other  places, 
yet  now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
issued  an  Order  directing  the  vaccination 
officers  to  proceed  to  institute  prosecu- 
tions without  any  reference  to  the  board 
of  guardi  ans  whatever. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  gave  no  such  in- 
struction whatever.  I  merely  stated 
what  the  law  was. 


Mr.  CHANNING:  The  instructions 
are  specific,  and  there  is  not  a  word  with 
reference  to  the  boards  of  guardians 
being  consulted  in  any  way.  The  vacci- 
nation officer  is  explicitly  instructed  to 
prosecute  at  once  after  the  child  is  6 
months  old.  The  order,  beyond  doubt, 
is  opposed  to  the  procedure  of  30  years, 
and  overrides  the  rights  which  are 
claimed  by  more  than  600  boards  of 
guardians  throughout  the  country.  We 
say  that  this  is  anjllegal_and  unconstitu- 
tiotnd  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  local 
authorities  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  We  acquit  him  of  all  personal 
responsibility  for  it,  because  we  believe  it 
to  be  the  result  of  pressure  put  upon  him 
in  certain  quarters.  That  pressure  has 
placed  him  in  an  unpleasant  position,  but 
be  will  occupy  a  still  more  unpleasant 
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one  if  the  Order  is  not  withdrawn,  seeing 
that  it  will  bring  him  into  regular  war. 
fare  with  the  men  of  Leicestershire  and 
Northampton. 

Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester):  I  con- 
sider it  is  my  duty  to  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  feeling  of  my  constituents  in 
Leicester  on  this  question.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  imagines  that  the  Act  of 
last  year  has  finally  settled  th,e  matter,  he 
is  greatly  mistaken.  The  great  majority 
of  parents  in  Leicester  would  not  go 
before  a  magistrate.  No  complaints,  as 
far  as  I  know,  have  been  made  in 
Leicester  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  magis- 
trates. They  have  not  insulted  the 
people.  Indeed,  every  facility  has  been 
given  the  people  to  make  declarations, 
but  the  fact  remains  that  they  will  not 
go  before  a  magistrate.  We  have  had  a 
very  learned  disquisition  as  regards  the 
right  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
overrule  the  wishes  of  the  boards  of 
guardians.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  correct  in  his 
exposition  of  the  law,  and  that  the  case 
has  been  carried  to  the  highest  court  of 
appeal.  The  fact  remains  that  in 
Leicester  the  conflict  between  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  board 
of  guardians,  which  affects  the  good 
feeling  that  ought  to  exist  between  a 
Government  Department  and  the  local 
authority,  would  still  continue.  During 
recent  years  only  1  per  cent,  of  the 
children  in  Leicester  have  been  vaccinated, 
and  the  people  are  quite  satisfied  with 
being  as  they  are.  They  are  determined, 
at  all  events,  that  the  views  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  this  matter  shall 
not  prevail.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
considers  that  it  is  practicable  to  enforce 
his  views  on  the  local  Board  of  Guardians, 
there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  which  it 
would  be  very  hard  to  foresee  and  dis 
agreeable  to  contemplate.  I  strongly 
urge  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not 
to  force  his  views  on  this  matter. 


♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby,  likes- 
ton) :  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on 
this  question,  because  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  remember  that  when  we  were 
in  Committee  last  year  I  specially  discussed 
the  position  and  powers  of  the  vaccination 
officers.  I  must  say  that  when  the  Order 
was  issued  at  the  end  of  last  year  by  the 
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Local  Government  Board  I  was  obliged  to 
regard  it  as,  at  least,  unfortunate.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  perfectly  right 
in  the  position  he  has  taken  up  in  reference 
to  what  his  intention  was  in  the  debate 
which  occurred  on  the  19th  July  last. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man intended  to  maintain  the  law  as  it 
exists,  and  to  take  up  his  stand  on  the 
interpretation  of  the  law  which  the  law 
courts  had  given  him,  and  which  has 
been  backed  up  by  the  law  officers  of  two 
successive  Administrations.  He  could, 
therefore,  hardly  do  anything  else.  But 
I  admit  that  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  the  remarks  which  he  did  to 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  who  moved  the  amendment,  I 
thought  the  days  of  vigorous  compulsion 
were  at  an  end.  That  was  the  impression 
I  received  from  his  speech ;  but  it  was 
not  the  impression,  I  have  no  doubt 
now,  that  he  intended  to  convey. 
But  the  remarkable  thing  is  that 
before  the  debate  I  appealed  to  my 
hon.  friend  behind  me  in  the  strongest 
way  not  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  moving  his  amendment.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  refused  my  request,  but  after- 
wards was  so  satisfied  with  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
debate  that  he  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, thus  showing  that  he  clearly  mis- 
understood the  purport  of  the  speech  of 
tho  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  While  we  acquit  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  all  intention  to  mislead 
the  House,  I  must  say  the  issue  of  the 
circular  at  the  close  of  the  year  was,  at 
all  events,  unfortunate.  And  for  this 
reason :  we  have  a  number  of  vaccina- 
tion officers  appointed  by  the  boards 
of  guardians,  and  receiving  their  pay- 
ments from  the  boards  of  guardians,  these 
officers  would  in  the  future  perform  their 
most  difficult  duties  without  reference 
to  the  authorities  who  appoint  them, 
and  who  pay  them  their  salaries.  The 
result  of  that  must  be  that  these 
vaccination  officers  would  be  placed  in  a 
most  intolerable  position.  While  re- 
maining the  servants  of  the  boards  of 
guardians,  they  will  be  pursuing  a  certain 
fine  of  action  without  reference  to,  and 
possibly  contrary  to,  the  policy  and  wishes 
of  the  boards  who  appoint  and  pay  them. 
The  result  will  be  that  the  vaccination 
officers  will  not  be  able  to  do  their  work, 
in  such  places  as  Leicester  or  North - 
Sir  Jr.  Foster. 


ampton,  with  any  comfort  or  success. 
But  that  is  not  the  only  possible 
difficulty.  It  may  happen  that 
boards  of  guardians  will  cease  to 
appoint  vaccination  officers,  and  so  we 
may  have  vaccination  falling  into  greater 
neglect  than  ever.  I  should  like  to  know 

fvrtrat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  do 
if  any  boards  of  guardians  refuse  to 
appoint  vaccination  officers,  and  defy  the 

^Local  Government  Board  t 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  Thjeynearly  all  have. 

-*Sir  Walter  FOSTER :  But  what  action 
is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  prepared  to 
take  with  regard  to  those  who  do  not  so  ap- 
point vaccination  officers  ?  Has  the  right 
4ion.  Gentleman  a  definite  line  of  policy 
when  the  difficulty  arises  1  Setting  aside 
this  question,  I  want  to  congratulate  tho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  statement  he 
has  been  able  to  make  as  to  the  success  of 
the  Act.  That  statement  must  be  reassuring 
to  the  country,  and  to  the  House,  that  the 
policy  carried  out  last  year  was,  after  all, 
the  right  policy  for  promoting  vaccina- 
tion. I  have  received  evidence  myself 
from  medical  men  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  that  there  has  been  a  larger 
amount  of.  vacoination  during  the  last  few 
months  than  in  the  same  number  of 
months  for  many  preceding  years.  I 
believe,  however,  that  the  result  would 
have  been  greater,  and  that  we  should 
have  had  an  infinitely  larger  amount  of 
vaccination,  had  it  not  been  for  the  very 
stupid  attitude  of  the  Press  and 
of  the  magistrates  in  this  matter. 
The  magistrates  in  some  places  had  acted 
with  stupidity,  because  they  did  not 
carried  out  the  law  in  the  spirit  in- 
tended by  Parliament.  When  the  clause 
was  under  discussion  last  year  I  pointed 
out  that  its  peculiar  form  admitted  of  a 
great  variety  of  administrative  procedure, 
and  would  consequently  bring  the  Act  into 
disrepute.  Unfortunately,  the  press  took 
up  the  case  generally  ov«iLj2ie--coiintry, 
arid  there  was  a  great  deal.. of— wild 
writing  which  induced  the  magistrates 
to  raise  difficulties  in  granting  certifi- 
cates. The  action  of  the  magistrates 
kept  alive  the  agitation  which  the  clause 
was  intended  to  allay,  and  I  believe  if 
a  wiser  course  had  been  adopted,  and  if 
these  certificates  had  been  granted  more 
easily,  we  should  have  had  a  much  /' 
greater  amount  of  vaccination  pcrfonnid^^ 
under  the  Act.    I  am  satisfied  that  as 
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time  passes  we  shall  have  a  great  deal  of 
the  arrears  of  vaccination  made  up  under 
the  Act.  But  I  believe  that  this  would  have 
been  done  more  readily  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  accepted  my  proposal 
that  every  medical  man  should  be  re~ 
garded  as  a  public  vaccinator.  There  are 
one  or  two  other  points  to  which  I  wish^Ao" 
call  attention.  In  the  first  place,  I  think 
the  policy,  carried  out  in  some  places,  of 
prosecuting  people  who  fail  to  send  in 
certificates  of  exemption  within  seven 
days,  is  unnecessarily  irritating.  Another 
point  is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  discourage,  by  every  means  in  his 
power,  the  vexatious  requirement  that  a 
man  must  be  obliged  to  present  a  certifi- 
cate of  €Ee"T5irth*"of^his  child  when  he 
applies  for  exemption.  That  is  a  serious 
impediment  to  the  working  of  the  Act.  A 
man  who  earns  only  £1  per  week  cannot 
afford  to  pay  2  or  3  shillings  for  the  two 
certificates.  Again,  I  hold  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  prevent 
prosecutions  being  made  when  the  plea 
of  insanitary  surroundings  is  put  in. 
My  hon.  friend  behind  me  quoted  a  case 
of  a  man  who  was  fined  20s.  with  the 
alternative  of  a  month's  imprisonment 
because  he  refused  to  have  his  child 
vaccinated  when  diphtheria  was  prevalent 
in  the  neighbourhood.  That  was  an 
intolerable  hardship  and  an  injustice.  I 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will, 
throughout  the  administration  of  the 
Act,  do  all  he  can  to  lessen  the  causes  of 
irritation  in  the  working  of  the  Act,  and 
so  promote  the  consumption  of  calf 
lymph,  which  is  being  used  to  such  a  large 
extent  for  vaccination. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton}: 
We  all  look  with  the  most  friendly 
feeling  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  it  appears  to  me  that^  it  was 
under  some^ung  like  fals^f  pretences 
that  he  recei^dr~thie  I5tes6uigs  that 
were  rained  down  upon  him  "Tast 
Session.  We  accepted  him,  as  we 
are  told  another  was  accepted  ig^j, 
Heaven,  as  a  repentant  sinner.  But,  far 
from  being  a  repentant  sinner,  it  now 
appears  that  the  right  'hon.  Gentleman 
has  repented  of  repenting,  and  has  gone 


the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bethnal  Green  had  been  submitted  to  the 
test  of  a  vote  it  would  not  have  been 


carried.  Now,  how  in  the  name  of  won- 
der does  he  know  whether  it  would  have 
been  carried  or  not  1  He  might  as  well 
say  that,  if  all  the  horses  nominated  had 
run  in  the  Derby,  Flying  Fox  would  not 
have  won,  and  Holocauste  would  have 
Iwon  but  for  his  accident. 

An  HON.  MEMBER :  So  he  would. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  am  very  glad 
he  did  not,  for  I  backed  Flying  Fox. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cannot  tell  us  with  assurance 
that  the  amendment  would  not  have 
passed.  We  really  do  believe  that  if  my 
non.  friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  had  persevered  with  his  amend- 
ment we  had  a  very  fair  chance  of  carry- 
ing it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
alluded  to  the  speech  he  made  on  that 
occasion.  He  says  he  would  not  give  a 
pledge  that  he  would  not  enforce  the  law, 
and  would  not  allow  prosecutions  without 
the  consent  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians. 
But  it  is  a  very  remarkable  thing  that,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  speakers  who 
heard  him,  and  who  made  speeches  after  him, 
were  under  the  impression  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  actually  did  say  what  he 
is  reported  tohave  said.  So  that  the  illusion 
extended  not  only  to  the  Reporters' 
Gallery,  but  to  these  benches.  I  do  not 
see  the  Solicitor  General  in  his  place,  but 
the  Solicitor  General,  in  a  short  speech 
he  made  on  that  occasion,  confirms  tho 
view  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  vaccination  officers  would  not  bo 
allowed  to  prosecute  without  the  consent 
of  the  board  of  guardians.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Caithness  said 
on  the  same  day — 

"  The  clause  we  have  adopted  only  applies  to 
the  29th  and  31st  clauses  of  the  Act  of  1867." 

My  hon.  friend's  contention  was  tbat  the 
pledge  had  been  given  in  regard  to  the 
Act,  but  that  it  was  possible  there  might 
be  prosecutions  (in  regard  to  the  Acts  of 
1871  and  1874.  My  hon.  friend  in 
raising  this  point  said — 

*  Here  we  have  obtained  the  pledge  of  tho 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  that 
he  would  not  prosecute  under  the  Act  of 
1867." 

My  hon.  friend  continued : — 


back  entirely  to  the  error  of  his  ways. 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that  \  "Thl£,ause,we  J,aJe  &)>?}™ 
♦k-  a  *    j  i.  _r  tv„  v„_   \t  v„.  tC   to  the  29th  and  31stClauses  of  the  Actofl867. 


It  does  not  apply  to  the  Act  of  1871  at  all. 
Under  the  Act  of  1874,  which  this  clause 
practically  abolishes,  the 
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Board  have  got  power  to  make  rules,  orders, 
and  regulations  with  regard  to  the  proceed  ings 
to  be  taken  by  the  guardians  or  their  officers 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  Acts  of  1867  and 
1871.  The  clause  you  have  adopted  only 
affects  the  Act,  of  1867,  and  we  have  got  the 
pledge  of  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  that  he  would  not  do  any- 
thing to  interfere  with  the  relations  between 
the  vaccination  officers  and  the  guardians,  that 
he  would  not  put  it  into  force.  Now, 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  may  not  always 
be  in  that  position.  The  next  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  may  not 
take  that  view  in  regard  to  the  matter.  The 
point  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  below  me 
goes  further,  and  I  should  like  to  have  the 
Solicitor  General's  view  of  the  matter." 

That  was,  that  having  received  an 
assurance  that  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  not  put  in 
force  any  rights  he  had  acquired  by  the 
Act  of  1867,  to  insist  on  the  vaccination 
officers  prosecuting  without  the  authority 
of  the  board  of  guardians,  whether  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  use  that  power  under 
the  Acts  of  1871  and  18!  4.  Now,  what 
does  the  Solicitor  General  say  ?  He  does 
not  for  a  moment  repudiate  the  position 
taken  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Caithness,  that  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  said  that  he 
would  not  use  the  power  under  the  Act 
of  1867  ;  but  he  says— 

"  I  think  there  can  be  no  prosecution  except 
under  section  29  of  the  Act  of  1867.  No  other 
prosecution  is  possible." 

Therefore,  we  stand  on  this,  that  we  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  and  the  Solicitor 
General  sitting  by  the  side  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  were  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  agreed  not  to  use 
bis  powers  under  the  Act  of  1867.  The 
Solicitor  General  went  out  of  his  way  to 
tell  us  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  use  it  under  that  Act  he  could  not 
use  it  under  the  Acts  of  1871  and  1874. 
It  was  under  these  circumstances  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green 
withdrew  his  amendment.  Now,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board 
says  that  the  law  of  1867  allows  prosecu- 
tions by  vaccination  officers  without  the 
permission  of  the  board  of  guardians. 
That  is  true,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  that  the  law  had  slept  for 
twenty-five  years.  It  was  dead.  Then 
he  tells  us,  "  I  did  not  make  any  particular 
order  on  the  subject,"  whereupon  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East  North- 

Mr.  Ltibtmrhere. 


amptonshire  read  out  the  order  which  he 
issued  at  the  end  of  last  year.  It  is  as 
clear  as  possible  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sent  out  that  order  after 
making  this  pledge  to  the  House.  He 
revived  the  law  of  1867,  and  he  tells  the 
vaccination  officers  that  they  are  to  pro- 
secute without  the  consent  or  approval 
of  the  board  of  guardians.  I  think  that 
is  a  great  mistake.  All  we  claim  is  that 
the  parents  and  guardians  of  children 
should  have  the  right  to  decide 
whether  the  child  should  be  vacci- 
nated or  not.  If  you  keep  up 
this  turmoil  and  trouble  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  ordering  the  vaccina- 
tion officers  to  prosecute  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  board  of  guardians,  you 
are  invading  the  whole  system  of  local 
self  government.  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent  a  constituency  which  takes  a 
very  strong  view  on  the  subject.  It  is 
one  of  the  centres  of  anti-vaccination  ; 
but,  notwithstanding,  they  do  not  take 
small-pox.  They  get  on  uncommonly  well 
without  vaccination.  I  agree  entirely 
with  the  remark  of  my  hon.  friend  that 
if  you  perpetually  invade  the  rights  of 
local  authorities  in  this  matter,  if  you 
keep  up  continuously  this  turmoil,  you 
will  make  it  not  only  a  question  whether 
vaccination  is  a  good  or  a  bad  thing,  but 
whether  a  man  is  to  be  forced  to 
have  his  children  vaccinated  at  all. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  many  persons 
who  have  come  to  exercise  the  right  given 
them  by  law,  and  who  seriously  object  to 
the  vaccination  of  their  children,  have  very 
frequently  been  insulted  by  the  magis- 
trates. I  do  hope  that  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  keep 
his  eye  on  these  magistrates,  and,  if  this 
thing  is  not  stopped,  that  he  will  make  an 
example  of  one  of  them,  and  have  him 
struck  off  the  roll.  Whatever  a  magis- 
trate's view  may  be  of  the  question,  he 
has  no  right  to  tell  a  man  that  he  is  a 
fool,  or  an  idiot,  when  he  comes  forward 
to  claim  the  right  given  him  by  law.  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  issue 
an  order  in  regard  to  the  powers  of  the 
vaccination  officers,  and  leave  the  power 
of  prosecution  ^  to  the  boards  of  guard- 
ians, as  was  done  for  twenty-five  years 
past. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Tho  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  asked  me  to 
withdraw  my  order. 
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Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Yes. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  He  thinks  that  if  I 
give  up  my  order  the  guardians  will 
revert  to  the  old  position,  which  they 
occupied  for  twenty-five  years.  Sir,  they 
will  do  absolutely  nothing  of  the  kind. 
What  was  the  order,  and  what  was  our 
course  in  regard  to  it  ?  The  circular 
letter  in  which  we  imposed  the  order 
was  to  this  effect : 

**  Having  regard  to  the  decision  of  the 
Queen's  Bench  in  the  case  referred  to,  and 
with  the  opinions  given  by  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown,  the  Board  have  not  inserted  any 
provision  in  the  order  imposing  any  duty 
either  on  the  guardians  or  on  the  vaccination 
officer  as  regards  the  institution  and  conduct 
of  proceedings.  The  power  and  duty  of  treat- 
ing such  proceedings  are  vested  in  the  vacci- 
nation officer  under  the  Vaccination  Acts 
parsed  prior  to  the  Act  of  last  Session  without 
»ny  order  from  the  Board,  or  direction  in 
regard  to  it. " 

Then,  some  hon.  Members  have  relied 
on  one  paragraph  in  the  Order  which  is 
to  this  effect : — 

"If  that  notice  is  not  duly  complied  with 
within  the  time  specified  therein,  it  will 
become  the  duty  ot  the  Vaccination  Officer 
under  the  Vaccination  Acts  to  take  proceed- 
ings for  the  enforcement  of  the  law." 

These  are  not  instructions  from  us  ;  they 
are  merely  an  intimation,  in  accordance 
with  the  usual  practice  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  as  to  what  is  the  duty  under 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned. When  hon.  Members  ask  me  to 
revert  to  the  old  practice,  what  is  it  that 
they  ask  me  to  do  ? 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Withdraw  the 
circular. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  ■  Withdraw  fiddle- 
sticks !  The  only  thing  I  could  do  would 
be  to  re-insert  in  my  order  the  old  regu- 
lation which  was  in  the  old  orders,  and 
which  has  been  already  adjudged  by  the 
courts  to  be  superfluous  and  ineffectual. 
Is  it  reasonable  that  I  should  be  asked  to 
take  such  a  course  1  Sir,  I  am  extremely 
sorry  that  this  misunderstanding  arose. 
The  only  way  in  which  it  could  have 
arisen  is  this.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Bethnal  Green,  has  taken  a  very  prom- 
inent pirt  in  the  discussion  of  this 
particular  question.  I  had  always 
given  him  credit,  at  all  events,  that  he  had 
made  himself  master  of  the  position  ; 
but  it  is  quite  clear  that  be  has  never  done 
so ;  he  has  never  understood  the  position  of 
affaire;  otherwise,  after  I  had  said  as 
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plainly   as   a   man   could   say   that  I 
declined  to  accept  his   amendment,  he 
would   have  known  that  certain  other 
things     followed      as     a     matter  of 
course.      The   hon.   Member   for  East 
Northamptonshire  quoted  in  support  of 
his  view  the  statement  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Caithness,  who  said  that  I 
had  promised  that  I  would  do  absolutely 
nothing  whatever  to  interfere  with  the 
relations  between  the  guardians  and  the 
vaccination  officers.    W  ell,  I  have  done 
absolutely  nothing ;  I  have  left  them  on 
one  side  altogether.    The  Board  have  not 
inserted  any  provision  in  the  order  im- 
posing any  duty  either  on  the  board  of 
guardians  or  the  vaccination  officer  as 
regards  the  institution  of  proceedings. 
Then,  I  am  asked  to  keep  my  eye  on  the 
magistrates,  and  strike  them  off  the  roll. 
The    Local    Government    Board  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  that,  and  I 
can  hardly  think  the   hon.  Gentleman 
was  serious  in  his  suggestion.    Any  com- 
plaints of  the  conduct  of  magistrates  in 
relation  to  vaccination  certificates  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Home  Office,  and  any 
complaint  of  vaccination  under  unsanitary 
conditions  will  have  careful  examination 
by  the  Local  Government  Board.    As  to 
the   vaccination  of  workhouse  children 
under  the  age  of  two  months,  I  have  not 
the  particulars  with  me  at  the  present 
moment,  but  I  am  under  the  impres- 
sion that  no  objection  or  opposition  what- 
ever was  made  by  the  parents  of  those 
children,  who  were  perfectly  acquainted 
with  what  was  going  on,  and  although  I 
quite  agree  that,  as  a  general  rule,  so  far  as  I 
am  advised,  under  ordinary  circumstances 
it  is  not  advisable  that  children  should  be 
vaccinated  at  so  early  an  age,  there  has 
been  nothing  in  the  circumstances  which 
have  occurred  to  call  for  active  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  or  for  any  re-consideration  of 
the  Order.    An  hon.  Member  has  en- 
larged upon  the  enormous  number  of 
children    going    unvaccinated    now  in 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  asked 
me  what  I  was  going  to  do  as  to  this 
Order.    Sir,  out  of  640  boards  of  guard- 
!  ians  in  the  country  I  am  thankful  to  say 
I  that  there  have  never  been  more  than  some 
1  half-dozen  or  a  dozen  Boards  who  have 
made  difficulties,  and  all  of  these,  with 
|  two  or  three  exceptions,  have  been  either 
settled  or  are  on  the  eve  of  settlement. 
I  It  was  for  that  reason  that  I  regret, 
more    than    I   can    say,  ^tftO  kind 
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of  speeches  which  have  been  made 
by  a  limited  number  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
in  this  House  to  night,  because  the  only 
effect  of  those  speeches  going  forth  to  the 
world  can  be,  although  I  hope  they  will 
not  have  much  effect  when  the  guardians 
know  their  duty,  to  increase  whatever 
difficulties  there  have  been.  What  I 
shall  do  is  to  perform  the  duties  which 
Parliament  has  imposed  upon  me,  to  the 
very  best  of  my  ability,  without  fear  or 
favour,  of  course  avoiding — I  should  be 
very  foolish  if  I  did  not— anything  that 
would  cause  irritation  ;  at  the  same  time 
I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  promote  vaccina- 
tion. I  shall  do,  in  fact,  in  the  future 
exactly  what  I  have  done  in  the  past.  I 
have  received  the  report  of  the  Board's 
medical  inspectors  as  to  the  increase  or 
decrease  of  vaccination  in  eleven  different 
unions— West  Bromwich,  Maidstone, 
Lambeth,  Fulham,  St.  Olave's  (South- 
wark),  Holborn,  Whiteehapel,  St. 
Saviour's  (Southwark),  Paddington, 
Stoke-on-Trent,  and  the  County  of 
Glamorgan.  In  the  first  quarter 
of  1898  the  number  of  vaccinations  in 
those  eleven  Unions  was  3,744 ;  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1899  there  were  6,614 
vaccinations,  a  net  increase  of  77  per 
cent.  So  far  as  it  goes,  I  have  every 
reason  to  hope  and  believe  that  that  may 
be  taken  as  a  fair  indication  of  what  is 
nng  on  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
it  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty  is  to  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  promote  an 
increase  of  vaccination  throughout  the 
country,  similar  to  that  which  is  going  on 
in  those  eleven  unions. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT  (Monmouth- 
shire, W.) :  I  think  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  most  satisfactory. 
I  have  always  thought  that  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  exaggerated  alarm  on  the 
subject.  But  the  figures  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  just  given  must  have 
satisfied  him,  as  well  as  the  House  and 
the  country,  how  much  better  the 
amended  Bill  was  than  the  Bill  originally 
introduced. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  asking 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  one  question. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  in  listening  to  his 
speech  very  carefully  this  afternoon,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  understand  for 
one  moment  what  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  proposing  to  do  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Chaplin. 


Is  the  custom  of  the  last  thirty  years  to 
be  enforced  or  not  1  That  is  a  perfectly 
simple  question,  and  one  that  the  House 
has  a  perfect  right  to  have  a  straight- 
forward, clear,  and  definite  reply  upon. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  You  have  had  a 
definite  reply. 

Mr.  BAYLEY :  Well,  then,  I  am  so 
very  dense  that  I  cannot  understand  it, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  was  understood 
on  this  side  of  the  House.  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  us  a  clear 
"Yes,"  or  "No"  as  to  whether  the 
custom  of  the  last  thirty  years  is  going 
to  be  altered,  or  are  the  Government 
going  to  put  in  force  what  is  said  to  be 
the  law  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  have  already  told 
you  that  it  has  been  ruled  illegal  by  a 
Court,  and  I  have  no  power  to  interfere. 

Mr.  BAYLEY :  Then,  when  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  going  to  enforce  the 
law  upon  different  Boards  of  Guardians, 
and  when  is  he  going  to  enforce  it  in 
Leicester  ?  Is  he  going  to  enforce  it  in 
any  constituency  1  There  have  been  many 
changes  in  the  Vaccination  Bill  of  last 
year,  and  I  think,  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  enforce  it  in  any  one  of  those 
constituencies  where  it  is  not  enforced 
to-day,  there  will  be  a'considerable  change 
of  front  again  on  this  question.  But  do 
I  understand  that  in  Leicester  the  law,  as 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  given  it  to 
us  to-day,  will  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  1  Will  they  prose- 
cute and  pay  the  money  for  prosecutions  t 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  going  to  be 
in  earnest  on  this  question  1  If  he  is  not, 
he  had  better  tell  us  ;  if  he  is,  let  him 
begin  the  campaign.  Meanwhile,  I  should 
like  to  know  if  he  is  really  determined, 
whether  he  means  to  commit  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  Leicester  to  prison 
because  they  won't  find  money  to  pay  a 
vaccination  officer. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
seemed  to  think  that  the  Local  Govern* 
ment  Board  would  be  compelled  to 
imprison  the  Guardians  of  Leicester 
and  of  other  districts  if  they  did 
not  obey  them.  I  have  a  suggestion 
to  make  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
if  they  are  placed  in  that  position,  and 
that  is,  to  adopt  the  Irish  system.  In 
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Ireland,  if  a  Board  of  Guardians  does  not 
do  its  duty,  paid  Guardians  are  sent  down 
to  take  their  places.  I  should  be  very 
dad  to  see  this  system  adopted,  because 
I  believe,  if  it  were  adopted  in  England, 
we  should  be  able  to  get  rid  of  it  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  I  do  think  we 
ought  to  have  an  answer  to  the  question 
pat  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Chesterfield,  for  it  really  is  the  whole 
crux  of  the  position.  Suppose  that  in  a 
constituency  there  are  no  prosecutions, 
either  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians or  of  the  vaccination  officer  in  the 
case  of  persons  who  are  not  vaccinated, 
what  is  the  action  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposes  to  take  ?  For  25 
or  30  years  the  Local  Government  Board 
did  not  interfere.  They  left  the  matter 
entirely  to  the  localities.  Is  it  the  inten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
continue  to  act  on  these  lines,  or  does  he 
intend,  when  the  Guardians  do  not  give 
their  consent  to  a  prosecution,  to  order 
the  vaccination  officer  to  give  his  consent  ? 
When  neither  the  Board  of  Guardians  nor 
the  vaccination  officer  is  prepared  to 
prosecute,  is  it  the  intention  to  order 


a  prosecution  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  t 

Mr.  CHANNING :  May  I  supplement 
that  question  by  another,  which  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  give  a  clear 
answer  to?  What  will  happen  if  the 
vaccination  officer  declines  to  carry  out 
or  institute  any  prosecution  ? 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  1  should  like, 
as  a  further  question,  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  whom  the  vaccination 
officer  is  to  obey  if  the  Board  of  Guardians 
are  not  in  favour  of  prosecutions  and  the 
Local  Government  Board  are.  At  present 
a  vaccination  officer  has  to  give  security 
that  he  will  obey  the  directions  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  as  well  as  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  who  appoint  him 
and  pay  him.  All  prosecutions  mean 
money,  and,  unless  the  Board  of  Guardians 
provide  it  recourse  will  have  to  be  made 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  do 
not  think  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  any  fund  which  could  be  used  for 
this  specific  purpose. 
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Palmer,  Sir  C.  M  (Durham) 
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Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 

NOES. 
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Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
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Bowles,T.Gibson(  King's  Lynn 
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Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Pickeregill  and  Mr. 
Channing. 


Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cham  berlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  ( Binn. 
Cham  berlain,  J  A  usten(  Wor  c'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.Athole 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
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Comwallis,  FiennesStanley  W. 
Courtney,  Rt.Hn.  Leonard  H. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B.  (Harrow 
Cranbourne,  Viscount 
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Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
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Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  WingBeld. 
Dixon -Hartland, Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
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Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
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Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  WalfordD(Wednesbury 
Greene,  W.Raymond-(Cambs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt  Hon  LordGeorge 
Hanburv,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W  ro 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 


Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Heath,  James 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hill.Sir  Edward  Stock l Bristol 
Hoare,Ed  wBrodie(  Hampstead 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier.Hon.James  HenryCecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jackson, 1U.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  H 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D  -  (Corn) 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dill wyn- (Swan 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 

Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'lver,  SirL.  (Edinburgh, W.) 
Middlemore.  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  E.  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  J  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A  H.A.  (Deptford) 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 


1  'ease,  I  lerbertlHket  Darlingt'n 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,Rich(  LancsNewt'n 
Piatt- ft  igginn,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Priestley,SirW.Overend(Edin 
Piyce-Jon.es,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rollit,  Sir  Albei  t  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hon.Lionel  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehonse) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sidebotham,  J.  W .  (Cheshire) 
Smith,  JamesParker(I^anarks. 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Ste  wart.SirMark  J.  M'Taggart 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot.Rt.Hn.  J.G.(Oxf  d  Univ 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
lire,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Webster,  SirR.E  (Isleof Wight 
Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.C.E. 
Whiteley,H.  (Ashton-under-L 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willliams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,  RtHonE.R.(IJath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Woodall,  William 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Younger,  William 

TELf.EKS  FOR  THE  NOES. — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.Anstnither. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Isling- 
ton, S.)  :  I  wish  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  to  the 
varying  character  and  restricted  length 
of  the  repayment  of  loans  for  municipal 
and  other  public  works.  I  had  hoped  it 
would  have  been  possible  to  avoid  any 
motion  on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
question  of  my  hon.  friend  would  have 
received  a  more  favourable  reply.  Un- 
fortunately the  reply  only  referred  to  the 
inability  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  increase  the  length  of  the  terms,  and 
apparently  refused  to  give  that  considera- 
tion which  municipal  and  other  local 
authorities  urgently  desire.    That  reply 


struck  me  as  being  inconsistent  with  the 
remarks  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer on  the  Finance  Bill,  because 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  stated 
that  he  hoped  to  be  able  at  no 
distant  date  to  give  better  terms  for  the 
repayment  of  these  loans,  and  he  spoke 
with  regiet  of  the  apparent  indisposition 
of  Municipal  Corporations  to  avail  them- 
i  selves  to  the  extent  be  would  have  wished 
of  the  assistance  of  the  Government  in 
relation  to  loans  generally.  One  great 
difficulty,  undoubtedly,  has  been  that  the 
terms  of  repayment  have  been  onerous 
and  have  prohibited  Corporations  from 
using  those  facilities  as  much  as  they 
otherwise  would  be  disposed  to  do.  I 
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quite  admit  that  some  difficulties  arise 
which  are  not  entirely  within  the  control 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  There  are 
various  Acts  of  Parliament  which  pre- 
scribe different  periods  of  repayment, 
and  various  departments  prescribe  dif- 
ferent terms  for  the  loans  which 
thej'  authorize  for  public  works.  I 
hope  that,  at  some  early  date,  instead  of 
the  gross  anomalies  and  absurdities 
which  now  exist  some  better  and  more 
logical  system  can  be  created,  under  which 
public  bodies  will  know  exactly  what 
they  may  expect  with  reference  to  this 
question.  But  although  these  difficulties 
exist,  I  venture  to  say  that,  except 
perhaps  in  the  case  of  tramways,  which 
are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
with  the  exception  of  what  may  be  deter- 
mined by  Act  of  Parliament,  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  the 
chief  discretion  in  this  matter,  and  it 
rests  with  him  to  say  what  length  of  re- 
payment shall  l>e  laid  down.  I  should 
like  to  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  which  gives  this 
discretion  has,  I  think,  by  long  course  of 
practice,  been  given  rather  a  restricted 
interpretation.  The  Act  say6  that  the  pub- 
lic authority  may  determine  what  the  length 
of  the  term  of  repayment  shall  be,  and 
that  then  it  shall  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  rational  interpretation  of 
the  Act  is  that  the  local  authority  should 
determine  the  time  which  the  repayment 
should  cover,  and  ask  the  sanction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  That  would 
be  local  government  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  term.  Instead  of  that,  however,  the 
Board  has  acted  on  a  different  principle. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  there  are 
different  terms,  and  great  variations  in 
practice.  If  a  loan  is  granted  through  a 
Bill  in  Parliament,  the  term  may  be  as 
long  as  sixty  years  ;  if  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  fifty  years ;  and  if  an  appli- 
cation is  made  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  under  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  the  term  is  only 
thirty  years.  That  generally  is  the 
practice.  Take  two  cases  in  point.  If 
you  take  a  piece  of  moorland  for  a  water- 
shed you  may  have  a  term  possibly  of 
100  years.  If  on  the  other  hand  you 
apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  a  site  for 
a  tram  dep6t  in  the  centre  of  a  populous 
town,  you  are  limited  by  the  provisions 
of  the  department  to  some  thirty  years. 


That  is  an  inequality  most  difficult  to 
defend.  What  is  the  result  of  that 
system  1  Suppose  the  money  in  each 
case  was  £100,000  there  would  be  a  very 
considerable  difference  in  the  annual  re- 

rtyments.  Take  another  case  in  which 
think  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
exercised  its  discretion  unwisely.  In  one 
of  the  boroughs  it  was  decided  to  re- 
pave  certain  streets  with  wood  in 
the  very  best  possible  manner,  in- 
cluding that  part  covered  by  the 
tram  lines.  It  was  also  resolved  to  pave 
the  side  walks  at  the  same  time.  The 
Board  of  Trade  gave  a  period  of  thirty 
years  ;  yet  the  Local  Government  Board, 
for  the  parts  outside,  the  tram  lines,  and 
also  for  the  side  walks,  limited  the  period 
i  of  repayment  to  fifteen  years.  That  dif- 
!  ferential  system  cast  a  considerably 
greater  burden  on  the  ratepayers.  The 
period  of  repayment  should  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  life  of  the  work  for  which 
the  loan  is  granted.  The  contention 
of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  instance 
I  have  given  was  that  the  part  within 
the  tram  lines  was  the  one  to  suffer 
most  from  traffic,  and  that  the  other 
parts  would  only  be  little  affected;  yet 
the  term  of  repayment  in  the  first  case 
was  double  what  it  was  in  the  second. 
I  am  also  informed  that  there  is  one 
class  of  work  of  the  very  highest  impor- 
tance, both  from  the  social  and  economic 
point  of  view,  which  has  been  very 
materially  impeded  by  the  action  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  that  is  the 
housing  of  the  working  classes.  The 
desire  on  the  part  of  municipalities  in 
those  cases  is  to  provide  on  the  most 
reasonable  terms  for  those  who  are  unable 
to  obtain  house  accommodation,  and  yet, 
owing  to  the  rapidity  of  repayment,  the 
present  generation  is  compelled  to  pay  a 
very  high  rate.  Everyone  will  admit 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
an  important  function  to  fulfil  which 
is  not  to  be  overlooked.  It  rests  with 
the  Board  to  protect  posterity 
from  any  undue  burden  being  imposed 
on  it  by  the  present  generation.  All  we 
ask,  in  view  of  the  inequalities  and  anoma- 
lies between  the  department  and  Acts  of 
Parliament,  is  that  there  should  be  some 
uniform  and  reasonable  system ;  and,  above 
all,  that  where  modern  public  works, 
which  are  generally  of  a  substantial 
character,  are  constructed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community,  the  department  should 
have  fair  regard  for  th 
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of  life  of  such  works.  Rightly  or  wrongly, 
there  is  a  very  strong  feeling  among  all 
classes  of  local  authorities  that  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  department  has  not  been 
exercised  as  well  as  it  might  be.  I  trust 
that  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said  on  the  Finance  Bill  will  be  remem- 
bered by  the  Presidentof  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  that  inducements  will  be 
offered  to  corporations  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  financial  assistance  which  can  be 
given  to  them,  and  which  is  valuable  not 
only  to  the  corporations,  but  also  as  a 
means  of  investment.  I  beg  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  vote  by  £500. 


(Civil  Service.  Estimates).  224 

that  we  should  have  some  regard  for  the 
burdens  which  we  impose  on  posterity, 
but  I  think  also  that  we  should  have 
regard  also  for  the  present  generation.  In 
fixing  the  date  for  the  repayment  of 
loans  regard  should  be  had  for  the  con- 
ditions of  the  community  concerned.  In 
a  borough  recently  incorporated,  with  a 
rapidly  growing  population,  it  is  necessary 
to  erect  infirmaries,  schools,  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  it  is  unreasonable 
to  compel  the  present  generation  to  pay 
for  them. 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  to 
£500,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board."— (Sir  Albert 
Bollit.) 

♦Mr.  GRAY  (West  Ham,  N.) :  I  wish 
strongly  to  emphasise  the  appeal  of  my 
hon.  friend.  The  decision  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  had  a  baneful 
influence  on  the  progress  of  works  in  the 
borough  which  I  represent.  A  few  years 
ago  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  West 
Ham  applied  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  permission  to  raise  a  loan  in 
order  to  purchase  land  and  erect  build- 
ings for  an  infirmary.  They  were 
informed  that  the  Board  had  no  power 
to  extend  the  period  of  repayment 
beyond  35  years.  An  Act  was 
passed  by  this  House  giving  the 
Board  power  to  extend  the  period  to 
60  years,  but  when  the  Board  of 
Guardians  applied  for  those  terms  they 
were  told  that  the  loan  on  land  must  be 
repaid  in  40  years,  and  that  on  buildings 
in  30  years.  Oddly  enough,  the  borough 
authorities  came  to  Parliament  at  the 
same  time,  and  by  a  private  Bill 
obtained  permission  to  raise  a  loan  to  be 
repaid  in  60  years,  double  the  period 
allowed  to  the  Guardians  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  the  loan  on  build- 
ings.    It  aeems  to  me  that,  while  some 

feneral  line  of  action  should  be  adopted 
y  the  various  Departments  concerned, 
the  rule  should  not  be  too  rigidly 
enforced  in  new  communities  such  as 
West  Ham,  which  in  thirty  years 
has  grown  from  a  few  thousands  to 
a  population  of  over  a  quarter  of  a 
million.  All  our  loans  are  outstanding, 
and  it  is  unreasonable  that  the  taxation 
for  their  repayment  should  fall  entirely 
on  the  present  generation.    I  quite  agree 

Sir  A  .  Rollii: 


Lord  E.  FITZMAURICE  (Wilts, 
Cricklade) :  I  wish  to  add  a  word  about 
the  borrowing  powers  of  county  councils, 
which  depend  upon  the  well-known 
clauses  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1888,  taken  in  connection  with  the  Local 
Loans  Act.  I  believe  that  the  result  of 
these  clauses  taken  together  is  that  the 
county  councils  cannot  borrow  under  any 
circumstances  for  a  period  of  more  than 
20  years.  Now,  I  am  not  an  advocate  for 
a  very  lengthy  period,  but  I  think  a  cast- 
iron  rule  is  a  mistake,  although  there  is  a 
tendency  to  put  a  little  too  much  upon 
posterity.  I  think  30  years,  considering 
the  character  of  some  of  the  buildings,  is 
too  short  a  term.  There  is  no  grievance 
with  regard  to  the  loans  for  main  roads 
and  pavements,  and  I  do  riot  think  any 
loans  for  that  purpose  ought  to  exceed  30 
years.  The  matters  for  which  county 
councils  borrow  are  chiefly  for  the  erec- 
tion of  lunatic  asylums,  police  stations, 
and  matters  connected  with  the  constabu- 
lary. Owing  to  the  number  of  lunatics 
sent  into  asylums,  there  is  a  growing 
tendency,  which  cannot  be  avoided,  to  con- 
tract loans  for  the  purpose  of  enlargingasy- 
lums,  and  I  think  30  years  is  rather  a  short 

?eriod  in  regard  to  matters  of  that  kind, 
n  almost  every  county  town  in  England  the 
accommodaoion  provided  for  the  county 
police  no  longer  supplies  the  requirements 
of  modern  ideas,  and  the  county  councils 
have  to  contract  a  considerable  debt  to 
make  provision  for  the  county  con- 
stabulary. Therefore  I  think  it  is  rather 
a  grievance  that  we  should  have  a  cast- 
iron  rule  fixing  the  period  at  30  years.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  tbat  it  can  be  fairly 
argued  that  there  ought  to  be  dis- 
cretionary power  in  such  cases,  where 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  thinks  that  the  buildings  con- 
templated are  of  such  a  substantial 
character  that  a  longer  period  is  justifiable, 
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to  grant  a  longer  term  to  the  county  ' 
council 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I 
think  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question.  One  of 
the  serious  dangers  of  modern  times  is  the 
great  increase  in  the  borrowing  tendency 
of  local  bodies.  I  think  we  ought  to  lay 
it  down  that  the  present  generation 
should,  within  a  reasonable  time,  pay 
for  these  improvements.  There  has  been  a 
very  great  change  during  the  last  20  or 
30  years,  because  formerly  localities  had 
to  pay  4£  per  cent,  interest  for  these  loans, 
ana  now  they  get  them  for  very  little  over 
3  per  cent.  Therefore  they  have  borrowed 
the  money  to  very  great  advantage,  and 
the  amount  which  they  have  to  pay  in 
interest  makes  a  very  large  difference  in 
the  amount  that  has  to  be  paid  each  year 
for  the  repayment  of  these  loans.  Al- 
though I  should  not  say  that  the  period 
of  thirty  years  ought  never  to  be  ex- 
ceeded, I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to 
see  more  latitude  given  in  this  matter. 
Many  localities  are  now  borrowing  enor- 
mous sums  of  money — very  properly,  in 
most  cases — but  in  doing  so  they  ought  to 
be  prepared  at  the  time  to  pay  a  large 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  those  loans.  It 
is  quite  true  that  people  change  their 
notions  of  what  is  required,  ana  it  has 
been  said  that  the  county  police  stations 
an  not  up  to  the  standard  at  which  they 
ought  to  be.  It  is  quite  possible  that  in 
another  thirty  or  forty  years  another 
change  may  take  place,  and  the  people 
may  then  think  that  the  present  stations 
are  not  good  enough.  I  think  we  should 
be  prepared  to  encourage  local  bodies  to 
pay  off  these  loans  within  thirty  years  in 
nearly  all  cases,  and  I  should  regret  to 
see  anything  done  to  secure  momentary 
popularity  which  would  make  borrowing 
more  easy.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  be  too  lenient,  and  not  give 
way  on  this  question. 

*SiR  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan^ :  I  think 
that  upon  this  occasion  we  ought  to  con- 
sider the  subject  with  though tfulness  and 
with  care.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  to  limit 
the  time  unduly  would  be  to  hinder  pro- 
gress by  preventing  localities  from  carry- 
ing out  great  improvements.  We  should 
have  regard,  in  all  cases,  to  the  nature  of 
the  works,  and  I  think  anyone  who  has 
observed  the  short  life  of  many  of  these 
works  will  feel  that  a  short  time  ought  to 
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be  fixed  for  the  repayment  of  the  money 
borrowed.  We  have  not  only  to  con- 
sider the  life  of  the  work,  but  also  the 
change  of  fashion.  Many  of  the  works 
may  now  be  up  to  date,  but  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  they  may  become  old- 
fashioned  and  antiquated.  They  may  be 
like  the  machinery  in  a  textile  factory, 
which  may  be  perfectly  good  but  yet  out 
of  date,  and  has  to  make  way  for  better 
machinery.  The  same  thing  applies  to 
public  works,  and  that  is  a  consideration 
which  we  should  bear  carefully  in  mind. 
Then  we  have  to  consider  the  probable 
life  of  a  community,  for  some  of  them 
last  only  about  thirty  or  forty  years 
as  a  town,  and  then  they  often  return  to 
their  rural  condition  through  the  failure 
of  their  industry.  I  have  known  places 
in  Lancashire  which  in  my  boyhood  were 
country  districts,  but  became  centres  of 
industry,  and  now,  the  minerals  being 
exhausted,  have  again  become  country 
districts.  I  should  be  extremely  sorry 
to  see  the  term  made  so  limited  as  to 
hinder  progress,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
think  it  is  unwise  to  postpone  a  payment 
which  must  be  made  sooner  or  later,  and 
which  unless  care  is  taken  may  become 
most  oppressive  and  injurious  to  a 
coming  generation. 

♦Sir  WALTER  FOSTER :  I  can  quite 
understand  the  desire  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  to  extend  the  period  of 
loans  generally,  considering  the  enormous 
amount  of  the  local  indebtedness  of  this 
country.  But  there  are  some  points  in 
which  a  little  leniency  might  be  exercised. 
Take  the  case  of  a  rural  district  where 
there  is  the  greatest  possible  difficulty  in 
obtaining  any  action  by  local  authorities 
for  sanitary  purposes  because  they  are 
frightened  by  any  increase  in  the  rates. 
Scores  of  small  urban  and  rural  districts 
are  in  a  condition  which  is  a  disgrace 
and  a  danger  to  the  whole  nation. 
We  shall  never  get  rid  of  that  state  of 
things  unless  we  enable  the  local  authori- 
ties to  carry  out  sanitary  works  under 
more  easy  conditions.  I  should  not  my- 
self be  disinclined  to  see  some  central 
method  of  dealing  with  these  questions, 
although  I  am  afraid  that  this  is  not 
likely  to  be  done.  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  wise,  in  dealing  with 
loans  for  the  water  supply  and  for  sani- 
tary purposes  in  such  areas  as  I  have 
alluded  to,  if  he  would  extend,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  period  for  repayment.  .  fo 
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such  cases  as  these  it  is  not  only  the  com- 
munity which  is  likely  to  be  endangered, 
but  even  the  whole  nation  may  be  injured 
by  the  neglect  of  a  particular  locality.  If 
that  state  of  things  can  be  avoided  by  the 
extension  of  the  period  of  repayment  for 
a  loan,  a  benefit  will  be  conferred  upon 
the  community  at  large. 

GENERAL  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  My  view  is  that  if  com- 
munities are  determined  to  be  extrava- 
gant they  ought  to  pay  for  it,  and  pay 
tor  it  within  a  limited  period.  Very 
often — as  in  cases  with  which  I  have  been 
associated — it  is  not  the  local  authorities 
who  are  extravagant,  but  the  Local 
Government  Board,  who  insist  upon  them 
being  extravagant.  Take  the  case  of 
my  own  borough.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has,  no  doubt  most  wisely, 
insisted  that  they  should  sewer  and  lay 
on  fresh  water  supplies  into  the  borough. 
That  is,  therefore,  not  their  extravagance, 
for  it  is  done  by  the  direction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  occupier  has  to 
meet  the  rates,  but  he  is,  in  many 
cases,  simply  a  leaseholder,  and  it  is  hard 
to  make  him  bear  the  burden  of  great 
permanent  improvements,  because  he 
undertakes  when  he  leases  the  ground 
and  puts  the  houses  on  it  that  he  will 
pay  all  the  taxes.  When  new  taxes  are 
sprung  on  a  community  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  occupiers  are 
called  upon  to  meet  the  whole  of  the 
expense  if  the  loan  is  to  be  paid  within  a 
limited  period,  and  not  spread  over  the 
whole  tenure  of  their  lease ;  a  state  of 
things  which  they  never  contemplated  at 
the  time  when  the  lease  was  taken.  In 
such  cases  I  think  the  time  should  be 
much  more  extended  than  it  is  at  present, 
and  the  occupier  should  not  be  burdened 
with  the  whole  cost  of  the  improvements. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  desire  to  remind 
hon.  Members  who  have  spoken  that  in 
these  matters  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  the  trustees  for  posterity,  or  in 
other  words,  for  the  future  ratepayers  of 
the  country,  and  we  are  obliged  in  our 
discretion  to  take  such  action  in  these 
matters  as  appears  to  us,  at  all  events,  to 
be  fair  to  all  the  interests  and  all  the 
parties  who  are  concerned.  I  have  given 
the  greatest  attention  to  the  matters 
which  have  been  placed  before  me,  and 
after  considering  as  carefully  as  I  could  all 
the  Various  points  of  view  which  have 
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been  submitted  to  my  consideration,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  should  go  more  in  the 
direction  of  the  views  stated  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Islington.  With 
regard  to  the  period  mentioned  for  loans 
with  respect  to  the  purchase  of  land,  my 
hon.  friend  is  mistaken,  for  almost  invari- 
ably the  practice  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is,  in  sanctioning  loans  for 
the  purchase  of  land,  to  allow  a  period  of 
fifty  years  for  its  repayment.  Therefore, 
I  heard  with  some  surprise  the  state- 
ment which  fell  from  my  hon.  friend. 

Sir  ALBERT  ROLLIT  :  Perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  permit  me  to 
say  that  if  I  was  mistaken  I  was  mis- 
informed. My  information  came  from 
one  of  the  town  clerks  affected,  who  has 
been  in  communication  with  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Mr. CHAPLIN:  Then, the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Ham  called  my  attention  to  a 
case  which  had  occurred  only  the  other 
day,  in  which  he  said  some  land  had  been 
purchased  for  an  infirmary,  and  that  while 
the  town  council  had  been  able  to  borrow 
money  for  purposes  other  than  for  the 
purchase  of  land  at  a  period  of  sixty 
years,  in  this  case  the  Board  of  Guardians 
only  allowed  thirty  years. 

*Mr.  GRAY  :  I  said  that  thirty  years 
was  the  period  which  the  Board  of 
Guardians  could  borrow  for  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  the  buildings. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  Some  expectations 
appear  to  me  to  have  been  aroused  by  the 
Act  to  which  my  hon.  friend  referred, 
which  was  passed  in  the  year  1897. 
Previously  to  that  time  it  was  quite  true 
that  in  the  purchase  of  land  the 
Guardians  would  not  have  been  able 
to  obtain  a  loan  for  a  period  of 
more  than  thirty  years.  In  that 
respect  they  were  placea  at  a  great  dis- 
advantage as  compared  with  other  local 
authorities.  That  Act  extended  the 
period,  with  a  view  of  placing  boards  of 
guardians  on  a  similar  footing  with  regard 
to  the  purchase  of  land  as  other  authori- 
ties. It  appears  to  have  been  the 
expectation  and  consequence  of  that  Act 
that  wider  and  more  general  changes 
:  were  to  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
J  the  periods  for  loans  borrowed.  1  do  not 
|  think  that  I  need  to  go  into  the  Various 
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questions  raised  by  my  hon.  friend,  ex- 
cept in  one  particular  instance,  and  that 
is  allowing  a  period  of  30  years  in  the 
case  of  wood  pavements.  My  own 
experience  is  that  to  allow  30  years  for 
the  laying  down  of  wood  pavements 
would  be  an  extraordinary  time,  because 
the  paving  would  perish  long  before  the 
repayment  of  the  loan  was  completed.  I 
could  not  sanction  any  proposal  of  that 
kind.  My  hon.  friend  raised  another 
question  with  which,  as  far  as  my  own 
feelings  are  concerned,  I  have  some 
sympathy,  and  that  is  the  question  of 
loans  for  the  erection  of  workhouses  and 
aeommodation  for  the  aged  and  deserving 
poor.    But  there  is  another  side  to  that 

rion.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
repair  and  maintenance  of  such 
buildings  becomes  more  expensive  every 
year,  and  the  ratepayers  of  the  future 
will  have  to  find  the  money  for 
maintaining  and  extending  the  accommo- 
dation, as  well  as  the  interest  on  the  loan. 
I  think  the  House  ought  not  to  forget 
that  a  change  of  circumstances  very  often 
in  these  days  involves  great  expenditure, 
sod  very  often  expensive  alterations  have 
to  be  made.  Even  at  the  present  moment 
there  is  a  great  demand  for  better  accom- 
modation in  the  workhouses  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  for  the  aged  poor, 
and  claims  in  this  direction  may  have  to 
be  made  at  no  distant  period  upon  the 
ratepayers  of  this  country.  If  we  were 
to  extend  the  period  for  the  repayment 
of  loans  for  such  purposes  to  50  or  60 
years,  which  I  think  has  been  suggested, 
we  should  have  one  generation  of  rate- 
payers paying  for  the  new  and  the  old 
accommodation  as  well,  and1 1  cannot  help 
thinking  that  that  would  be  a  most  unfair 
arrangement.  There  is  also  this  con- 
sideration— that  the  shorter  the  period 
the  more  it  will  act  as  a  check  upon 
extravagance,  and  certainly  when  you 
consider  how  enormously  the  loans  bor- 
rowed by  local  authorities  are  increasing 
by  leaps  and  bounds  every  day,  I  do  think 
that  we  ought  not  very  willingly  to  part 
with  any  check  upon  extravagance  of  that 
kind.  It  has  been  pointed  out  from  the 
benches  behind  me  that  this  expenditure 
is  often  incurred  undertheinstructionsand 
the  insistence  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  itself.  I  acknowledge  that,  for  sanit- 
ary purposes,  it  is  the  duty  sometimes  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  give  instruc- 
tions of  that  kind.  But  even  then  it  is 
impossible  for  the  Local  Government 


Board  to  supervise  all  the  details  of  ex- 
penditure for  this  purpose.  But,  even  in 
such  cases,  where  it  may  have  required 
the  erection  of  certain  buildings  or 
accommodation,  it  is  very  desirable  that 
there  should  be  as  much  inducement  as 
possible  for  the  local  authority  to  confine 
the  expenditure  vt  ithin  the  smallest  limits 
they  possibly  can,  consistently  with  the 
due  performance  of  the  work.  Having 
regard  to  the  great  increase  in  the 
indebtedness  of  the  local  authorities 
throughout  the  country,  and  having 
regard  to  all  those  other  considerations 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed, and  I  should  be  most  reluctant,  to 
meet  the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  with 
regard  to  the  extension  of  the  period  for 
repayment,  in  the  interest  of  the  rate- 

Sayers  of  the  future,  or  to  proceed  in  the 
trection  in  which  they  ask  me  to  pro- 
ceed. The  hon.  Member  opposite  urged 
that  in  regard  to  sanitary  matters  some 
concessions  might  be  made  ;  but,  when  I 
come  to  consider  the  various  purposes  for 
which  sanitary  expenditure  is  incurred, 
and  the  different  times  allowed  for 
the  loans  for  different  purposes,  I 
cannot  think  that  there  is  any 
great  necessity  in  this  case  for  a  change, 
or  that  improvements  are  prevented 
because  the  periods  for  repayment  are 
not  extended.  The  question  of  sewage 
was  mentioned,  but  in  such  a  case  as  that 
we  have  discretionary  power  to  allow 
forty  years,  and  I  do  not  think  that  that 
perioa  is  so  short  as  to  prevent  wise  and 
necessary  improvements  being  carried  out 
which  would  otherwise  be  accomplished. 
My  hon.  friend  complained  that  the 
County  Councils  were  not  allowed  more 
than  thirty  years  for  the  erection  of 
lunatic  asylums,  police-stations,  and 
matters  of  that  kind.  He  thought  there 
was  no  grievance  in  regard  to  the  main 
roads,  but  in  these  cases  my  hon.  friend 
thinks  that  the  period  might  be  increased. 
I  should  say  that,  generally  speaking, 
the  arguments  I  have  endeavoured  to  put 
forward  with  regard  to  workhouses  and 
accommodation  for  the  aged  poor  apply 
in  exactly  the  same  degree  to  the  case  of 
lunatic  asylums,  and  I  am  more  disposed 
in  that  direction  to  be  lenient.  I  am 
very  sorry  indeed  that  it  should  fall  to 
my  lot  or  that  I  should  conceive  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  resist  a  demand  made 
by  so  many  hon.  Members  representing 
various  constituencies,  but  for  the  general 
reasons  wbich  I  have  stated  I  have  come 
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to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  public  interest  to  concede 
their  demand,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
accede  to  the  proposal  of  my  hon.  friend. 

*MR.  MENDL  (Plymouth)  :  I  very 
much  regret  that  such  a  cast-iron  rule  in 
regard  to  local  loans  should  exist.  The 
case  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Ham  referred  was  the  case  of  a 
new  community  which  has  grown  up  in 
a  generation  and  had  all  its  loans  out- 
standing ;  but  the  community  I  represent 
is  a  very  old  community  which  is  now 
being  transformed  into  a  new  town.  In 
consequence  of  the  conditions  on  which 
the  local  loans  are  obtained  and  repaid, 
that  new  town  is  being  built  up  at  the 
sole  expense  of  the  present  rate- 
payers. Whole  streets  are  being 
pulled  down  and  rebuilt,  and 
water  works,  etc.,  are  being  erected  at 
their  expense.  The  natural  result  of  a 
system  of  this  kind  is  to  discourage  any 
Local  Committee  from  improving  an  old 
town.  It  is  a  matter  of  very  great  regret 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
not  able  to  hold  out  some  hope  that  some 
alteration  might  be  made  in  the  existing 
system  of  repayment  of  local  loans,  as  the 
natural  result  of  it  is  to  discourage  local 
progress  in  consequence  of  the  unfair 
burden  imposed  upon  existing  ratepayers 
by  the  cost  of  permanent  improvements 
being  thrown  entirely  on  them. 

Original  question  again  proposed. 
Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH :  I  beg  to  move 
the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board  by 
£100,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  administration  of  the 
barrack  schools  for  pauper  children 
under  the  present  Poor  Law  system.  I 
wish  to  specially  remind  the  Committee 
that  the  Poor  Law  Schools  Committee 
issued  what  is  a  most  important  report 
on  the  extremely  unwholesome  character 
of  the  barrack  school  system.  My  object 
in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  Commit- 
tee to-night  is  to  spur  on  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  to  spur  on  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  to  carry  out  the  broader  policy 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee. 
That  Committee  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Mundella,  and  contained  a  number  of 
well-known  gentlemen,  and  altogether 
was  a  very  strong  and  competent  Com- 
mittee to  deal  with  the  question  of 
Mr.  Chaplin. 


pauper  children.  I  will  ask  now  per- 
mission to  lay  before  the  Committee  a 
few  facts  with  regard  to  this  matter. 
The  Committee  was  limited  to  the  Metro- 
politan Schools,  containing  some  17,000 
pauper  children,  but  I  believe  it  may  be 
taken  as  substantially  representing  all  the 
pauper  schools  of  the  country.  The 
condition  is  worse  in  London  because 
the  schools  are  larger,  but  the  vices  of  this 
system  of  training  are  obvious  everywhere. 
The  conclusion  the  Committee  came  to  was 
that  the  system  was  an  extremely  expen- 
sive one,  and  an  extremely  unwholesome 
one.  The  herding  vast  numbers  of 
children  together  in  Large  institutions  has 
a  deadly  effect  on  herlth  and  character ; 
it  produces  worse  results  than  when 
children  are  brought  up  even  in  the 
poorest  homes.  The  Committee  give  a 
number  of  recommendations  for  the  sup- 
pression of  this  system  altogether.  It  was 
shown  that  the  average  cost  for  17,000 
pauper  children  was  £29  5s.  6d.  per  head, 
or  lis.  per  child  a  week ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  cost  of  bringing  up  a  pauper  child  is 
about  half  the  income  of  -  an  average 
working  class  family  containing  six  or 
seven  persons.  At  the  Hanwell  school 
the  cost  ran  up  per  child  to  as  much  as 
£42  15s.  2d.  The  cost  of  that  enormous 
institution  was  £177,000.  That,  in  any 
case,  is  a  wasteful  expense  in  the  highest 
degree.  But  that  in  itself  would  not 
matter  so  much  if  the  system  were  not 
such  a  bad  one.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
a  philanthropist  who  does  not  agree 
that  to  herd  fifteen  hundred  children 
together  in  an  institution  where  they  are 
only  known  by  numbers  is  anything  but 
injurious  to  the  health  of  these  children. 
The  rate  of  mortality  is  far  higher  than 
that  of  the  poorest  families  in  the 
metropolis.  Infectious  diseases  are 
never  absent  from  these  institutions. 
Ophthalmia  is  a  constant  scourge ;  there 
are  times  when  as  many  as  20  per  cent,  of 
the  children  are  ill  at  a  time  ;  in  some  of 
the  schools  all  the  children  have  been 
visited  with  this  plague  at  one  time  or 
another,  and  great  numbers  of  them  have 
their  eyes  weakened  for  life  ;  they  go  out 
into  the  world  heavily  handicapped  from 
this  cause  alone.  The  report  of  one  of  the 
medical  officers  shows  that  you  cannot 
have  a  number  of  children  herded 
together  without  mischief  of  this  kind 
occurring.    He  says — 

"In  the  schools  as  conducted  at  present, 
with  the  exception  of  Hanwell,  every  child 
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loses  its  education  directly  it  gets  ophthalmia. 
The  attack  often  laste  for  months  in  greater 
or  lese  severity,  during  the  whole  of  which 
time  the  child  ceases  to  have  any  mental 
training  or  to  be  subjected  to  the  school 
discipline.  Although  in  some  cases  the  time 
that  active  eye  mischief  is  present  is  com- 
paratively short,  the  eye  may  remain  un- 
healthy, or  in  a  state  that  necessitates 
isolation  during  many  months.  Throughout 
this  period  the  children  must  spend  their  days 
in  the  room  or  airing  yard  of  the  isolation 
ward.  They  have  for  companions  only  other 
children  afflicted  in  the  same  way  ;  they  are 
cut  off  from  their  friends,  from  their  games 
in  the  field,  from  their  walks  in  the 
country,  from  their  work  in  the  school  or  in 
the  shop  ;  if  able  to  read  they  have  no  oppor- 
tunity, and  they  are  not  ill  enough  to  interest 
others.  Thus,  in  the  milder  cases  the  restric- 
tions necessary  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
the  malady  constitute  a  much  greater  imme- 
diate evil  for  the  affected  children  than  does 
the  disease  itself." 

But  this  is  not  the  only  disease  prevalent 
in  these  schools ;  ringworm  and  skin- 
diseases  are  also  very  common,  and  the 
average  health  of  the  children  is  very  low 
indeed.  That  seems  to  be  a  terrible  con- 
dition of  things,  and  although  everybody 
knows  that  it  is  practically  true,  still  the 
system  is  going  on,  and  nothing  whatever 
has  been  done  to  improve  it.  The  Report 
on  the  education  of  the  children  is  also 
very  unsatisfactory ;  the  standard  at- 
tained is  very  much  below  that  of  ordinary 
elementary  schools.  The  inspection  is 
not  by  the  ordinary  class  of  inspectors 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  Code, 
but  by  a  special  class  under  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  Report  of  the 
Commission  states : 

"  The  information  we  have  obtained,  con- 
finned  as  it  has  been  by  our  personal  observa- 
tion and  examination,  has  convinced  us  that, 
in  many  of  these  particular,  the  Poor  Law 
8ehools  of  the  Metropolis  are  far  below  the 
standard  usually  attained,  age  for  age,  by  the 
children  in  public  elementary  schools.*' 

The  schools  are  not  under  the  Education 
Department,  but  the  Local  Government 
Board.  But  worst  of  all  in  my  opinion  is 
the  evil,  the  demoralising  effect  on  charac- 
ter, especially  in  the  case  of  girls,  of  the 
life  of  the  schools.  There  is  only  one 
opinion  among  all  the  witnesses  as  to  the 
deadening  effect  of  this  herding  of  masses 
of  children  without  love  or  affection.  I 
should  like  to  quote  two  or  three  proofs 
of  this.  Miss  Whitworth  has  acted  for 
several  years  as  Secretary  for  that  ad- 
mirable Society,  the  Metropolitan  Associa- 
tion for  Befriending  Young  Servants. 
She  gives  a  list  of  these  faults  : 

"  Rudeness,  sullenness,  violence,  destructive- 
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ness,  carelessness,  idleness,  obstinacy)  and  a 
curious  ignorance  of  common  things." 

This  witness  also  alludes  to  another 
trait  in  the  character  of  the  girls.  They 
are  unable,  she  says,  to  face  any  difficulty, 
and  they  are  in  despair  at  a  small  trouble. 

"  A  girl  only  thinks  she  would  '  like  to  be 
dead,'  or  to  commit  suicide  or  something, 
when  she  gete  into  a  minor  trouble  or  difficulty. 
Perhaps  she  is  put  upstairs  for  a  half -day,  and 
she  says  she  will  never  do  anything  again  as 
long  as  she  lives,  and  will  never  be  seen  alive 
again ;  that  kind  of  thing  is  very  common ; 
the  inability  to  face  difficulty  conies  from 
never  having  had  any  difficulties  to  face  ;  a  girl 
in  school  has  so  few  difficulties,  she  does  not 
know  what  it  is  to  have  survived  them,  and 
she  thinks  she  cannot  survive  them. 

"  This  failing  is  attributed  by  the 
witness  to  the  fact  that  the  children  have 
everything  done  for  them  at  the  school,  and 
that  they  necessarily  lead  a  mechanical  and 
routine  life.  The  following  is  the  testimony 
of  a  lady  who  has  worked  for  twelve  years 
amongst  workhouse  girls  : — 

"  In  district  school  girls,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  I  have  found  very  strongly  marked 
what  I  think  is  a  great  characteristic  of  the 
girls  brought  up  in  such  large  schools  -  intense 
obstinacy  and  sullenness.  ...  I  do  not 
remember  a  single  instance  of  exactly  the 
same  kind  of  temper  among  the  other  girls, 
the  greater  number  of  whom  come  from  very 
poor  homes ;  their  fathers  dock  labourers,  and 
large  families  living  in  one  or  two  rooms.  I 
do  feel  most  strongly  that  family  life,  even 
among  the  very  poor,  has  an  entirely  different 
effect  on  the  character  of  a  child  from  life  in  a 
large  school." 

Dr.  Barnardo  is  also  a  gentleman  who  has 
had  vast  experience  of  this  subject.  He 
has  passed  through  his  hands  altogether 
11,000  children.  His  evidence  before  the 
Commission  is  of  immense  value.  With 
regard  to  the  girls  he  says  : — 

"  The  mental  condition  of  the  girls  has  been 
a  source  of  great  amazement  to  me,  their  dul- 
ness  and  incapacity,  and  especially  the 
animalism  of  their  tempers.  I  have  had  some 
of  these  cases  which  have  been  the  most  per- 
plexing I  have  ever  had  in  all  my^  experience, 
and  I  nave  been  compelled  to  reject  most  of 
these  girls  as  unfitted  for  emigration.  I  did 
so  with  great  regret,  but  there  was  no  hope  of 
my  being  able  eventually  to  emigrate  them. 
I  do  not  know  whether  a  topic  of  this  sort  may 
\te  usefully  introduced  here ;  but  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  evil  habits  are  much  more  pre- 
valent than,  I  think,  the  public  have  any  con- 
ception of  in  all  Poor  Law  establishments  of  a 
barrack  class  in  which  girls  are  aggregated." 

Now,  I  particularly  ask  the  Committee  to 
listen  to  this  sentence : — 

"  Very  few  girls  come  from  Poor  Law  institu- 
tions who  have  not,  apparently,  been  more  or 
less  contaminated.  When  these  children  were 
sent  down  to  our  village  home,  or  to  our  other 
homes,  the  facte  crept  out  in  a  few  days  in  their 
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own  communications  with  other  girls  in  the 
cottage.  Our  small  cottages  gave  u»  so  much 
more  opportunity  of  finding  the  evil  out  much 
more  quickly  than  would  have  otherwise  been 
the  case." 

I  do  not  think  that  anyone  will  deny  the 
substantial  truth  of  what  I  stated.  These 
facts  are  admitted  on  all  hands,  and 
although  this  Report  was  issued  five  or 
six  years  ago,  this  scandalous  condition 
of  things  is  still  going  on. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  No,  no;  it  is  not. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH:  I  believe 
there  has  been  one  change.  There  is  the 
Sutton  school,  containing  1,500  children, 
and  I  believe  a  scheme  is  now  in  progress 
for  removing  some  of  that  great  mass  of 
children.  But  the  great  bulk  of  the 
schools,  which  contain  52,000,  are  still  in 
the  same  condition  that  they  were  five 
years  ago.  How  long  are  we  going  to  be 
before  we  alter  it  ?  The  way  in  which 
we  are  wedded  to  this  system  has  some- 
times made  me  think  that  there  must  be 
some  persons  interested  in  these  large 
establishments  where  such  large  numbers 
of  children  are  herded  together  because 
of  the  difficulty  there  is  to  change  their 
habits.  I  cannot  doubt  that  one  of  the 
chief  obstacles  to  the  adoption  of  a  more 
humane  system  is  the  class  of  officials  who 
draw  good  salaries,  and  the  persons 
interested  in  the  contracts  given  to 
them  for  feeding  and  clothing  the  children. 
I  noticed  the  other  day  a  scheme  for 
building  large  numbers  of  cottage  homes, 
but  they  are  to  be  built  in  large  villages, 
and  the  cost  of  each  house  would  come  to 
£200.  For  that  you  could  build  a  first- 
class  workman's  house.  The  Guardians 
will  not  move  unless  we  can  move  public 
opinion  in  this  House,  and  the  only  reason 
that  I  raise  the  question  here  to-night  is 
in  order  to  let  the  public  know  what  is 
being  done.  Now,  what  I  propose  to  do 
is  to  suggest  that  some  of  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Committee  which  reported 
five  years  ago  should  be  carried  out.  The 
principal  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  board  out  the  children  in 
respectable  working  class  homes,  as  is 
done  in  every  country  but  this— as  is 
done  in  Scotland  with  such  excellent 
results,  where  the  number  of  pauper 
children  disappear,  because  they  are 
brought  up  with  other  children,  and  so 
lose  their  pauper  taint.  The  total  num- 
ber of  children  boarded  out  now  in  this 
country  is  2,000  out  of  the  52,000,  in 
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addition  to  which  there  are  4,000  boarded 
out  with  other  unions.  Another  recom- 
mendation is  that  these  children  should 
be  separated  from  the  penal  class  as  much 
as  possible.  They  should  be  brought  up 
in  a  healthy  home,  in  God's  ordinance, 
which  is  the  only  way  to  bring  them  up. 
One  of  the  rules  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  that  no  child  can  be 
boarded  out  at  a  greater  cost  than 
48.  a  week.  In  the  pauper  school 
they  cost  lis.  a  week,  but  to  be 
boarded  out  they  must  not  cost  more 
than  4s.  Just  consider  what  an  absurd 
limit  that  is.  Is  it  not  better  to  board 
them  out  for  5s.  or  6s.  or  8s.  per  week 
rather  than  keep  them  in  these  barrack 
schools  at  a  cost  of  lis.  per  week  1  I  have 
one  quotation  which  I  would  like  to  give 
to  the  House  as  to  the  advantage  of  home 
training  — 

"One  advantage  to  the  child  of  boarding 
out  is  that  it  provides  home  training  ana 
allows  development  of  personal  affections.  Of 
course  the  home  training  is  what  has  made 
our  English  working  classes  as  good  as  they 
are.  Home  training  involves  a  great  many 
things  which  perhaps  men  know  less  of  than 
women  ;  it  is  the  small  details  of  every-day 
home  life  that  bring  out  the  character  of  a 
child,  and  that,  as  it  grows  up,  enable  it, 
though  unconsciously,  to  develop  self-depen- 
dence, resourcefulness,  thriftiness ;  it  learns 
by  the  example  of  its  elders.  Thin  is  a  per- 
fectly unconscious  influence,  and  no  amount 
of  teaching  by  direct  information  could 
give  a  child  that  particular  class  of 
experience  which  it  gets  in  the  every- 
day home  life— the  rubs  _  and  frictions 
that  come  from  brothers  and  sisters  and  elders 
and  youngsters ;  the  self-denial  that  it  sees  ita 
parents  going  through  when  times  are  bad, 
the  happiness  when  times  are  better;  the 
need  of  forethought ;  the  dependence  for 
success  on  industrious  habits  ;  the  value  of 
money  and  clothes  —  from  all  these  the 
boarded-out  child  learns  and  realises  what  the 
life  that  is  coming  to  it  will  be.  Then  there 
is  another  thing,  home  life  draws  out  the 
personal  affections,  and  I  think  it  is  one  of 
the  most  terrible  things  in  workhouses  or  in 
very  large  schools  that  a  child  who  can  else- 
where be  trained,  up  to  a  certain  age,  through 
its  affections  has  that  particular  item  in  its 
human  character  perfectly  undeveloped,  and  I 
believe  that  is  the  reason  that  so  many  of  them 
in  after  life  fall.  I  am  not  speaking  against 
the  officers  of  the  schools.  I  think  they  do 
good  work  as  far  as  they  can,  but  it  is  a  sheer 
impossibility  that  they  can  do  what  can  only 
be  done  in  the  ordinary  everyday  home. 

"  Then  another  point  is  that  they  are  edu- 
cated in  a  family  of  mixed  ages  and  both  sexes, 
which  is  most  important.  Of  course,  it  is 
impossible  in  a  large  school  or  in  a  large  work- 
house to  allow  the  boys  and  girls  to  mix 
together,  and  they  never  see  each  other  from 
one  year's  end  to  another.  This  is  a  serious 
drawback  in  after  life,  especially  with  girls ; 
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they  have  not  been  accustomed  to  receive  the 
respect  which  a  boy  ought  to  give  to  a  girl  in 
hi"  own  cottage  home,  they  do  not  know  how 
to  treat  boys,  they  have  never  seen  them  ; 
consequently  they  do  not  know  how  to  treat 
young  men,  nor  do  the  young  men  know  how 
to  treat  the  girls  when  they  meet  them." 

Next  to  the  system  of  boarding  out,  I 
would  put  Cottage  Homes.  By  Cottage 
Homes  I  do  not  mean  a  large  village  of 
twenty  or  thirty  houses,  which  results  in 
many  hundreds  of  children  being  brought 
together,  but  the  Cottage  Homes  like 
those  of  the  Sheffield  Union,  where 
twenty  or  thirty  children  are  put  under 
the  care  of  a  kind  motherly  house-mother, 
and  the  children  attend  the  public  schools 
of  the  place,  and  live  as  natural  a  life  as 
possible.  I  desire  to  separate  the  children 
from  everything  which  contains  the  least 
pauper  taint.  The  last  thing  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
is  a  method  of  which  I  have  myself 
very  great  experience,  and  that  is  emi- 
gration, and  I  say,  of  all  the  means  at 
oar  disposal,  that  is  the  best  way  of  dis- 
posing of  pauper  or  deserted  children. 
1  have  had  very  considerable  experience  of 
this  system,  and  have  been  a  party  to  the 
emigration  of  3,000  poor  children  from 
Liverpool  to  Canada.  These  were  not 
Poor  Law  children,  but  rather  waifs  and 
itraya  and  the  really  destitute ;  but  they 
had  not  the  name  of  pauper  children,  which 
is  such  a  brand  of  inferiority  in  Canada. 
These  children  get  on  far  better  in 
Canada  than  is  possible  in  this  old  and 
crowded  country.  They  easily  find  there 
homes  in  the  houses  of  yeoman  farmers, 
where  they  live  with  the  family,  and 
•re  often  adopted,  and  the  vast  majority 
do  well  in  after-life.  One  great  advantage 
m  that  they  are  entirely  cut  off  from  their 
degraded  relatives  in  this  country,  who 
constantly  get  hold  of  the  pauper  chil- 
dren when  they  come  out  of  the  insti- 
tutions and  drag  them  back  to  vice  and 
misery.  Here  we  have  an  overplus  of 
children  ;  every  channel  is  choked  up.  In 
Canada  there  is  a  large  free  channel ;  but 
instead  of  seeing  that  system  increase  it 
is  steadily  diminishing.  At  one  time  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Liverpool  used  to 
emigrate  400  children  a  year,  and  now  it 
is  78.  No  doubt  there  are  difficulties  in 
the  way,  little  trifling  expenses  of 
£1  here  and  £1  there,  which  the 
guardians  cannot  see  their  way  to  pay; 
out  in  reality  it  is  a  great  economy.  You 
send  these  children  for  a  six  months' 


training;  you  pay  them  about  £\Q  a 
head,  allow  them  their  passage  money 
to  Canada ;  the  whole  thing  can  be 
done  for  £15,  or  £20  at  the  outside, 
instead  of  £300.  Looking  at  it  from 
an  economic  point  of  view,  there  does 
seem  to  be  an  enormous  saving  in  treat- 
ing the  children  in  this  way,  and  I  can- 
not understand  the  practice  in  this 
country  in  regard  to  it.  When  I  blame 
the  guardians  they  say  it  is  the  fault  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  when 
I  speak  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
upon  the  subject  they  lay  the  blame 
upon  the  boards  of  guardians.  In 
Canada  we  have  5,000,000  of  people 
with  unlimited  territory  ;  in  crow<  led 
London  we  have  6,000,000  of  people  and 
multitudes  of  children ;  and  yet  nothing 
is  done  to  make  use  of  this  grand  channel 
for  the  disposition  of  our  pauper  children. 
A  great  portion  of  these  workhouse  chil- 
dren are  children  of  parents  who  have 
contracted  the  taste  for  drink,  which  they 
have  transmitted  to  their  descendants, 
and  in  their  surroundings  in  this  country 
they  have  become  drunkards.  But  we 
have  thousands  of  these  children,  who 
have  been  sent  to  Canada,  who  have 
grown  up  to  manhood  and  womanhood 
free  from  temptation,  and  have  remained 
all  their  lives  total  abstainers.  Surely, 
when  the  House  is  aware  of  the  enormous 
advantages  of  this  system,  they  ought  to 
bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  boards  of 
guardians  to  look  better  after  these  poor 
children.  It  is  very  hard  to  see  why 
reforms  of  this  kind  are  so  slow  of  being 
adopted  in  England.  I  believe  we  re- 
quire legislation  to  bring  power  to  bear 
on  backward  boards  of  guardians,  and  to 
stop  vicious  parents  taking  their  children 
from  school  and  tramping  about  the 
country  with  them,  because  the  children 
in  the  process  acquire  vicious  habits  and 
are  continually  thrown  upon  the  rates. 
They  deal  far  more  summarily  in  America 
with  these  vicious  parents.  The  children 
are  by  law  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
vicious  parents,  and  put  under  the  con- 
trol of  trustees  up  to  the  age  of  18  and  21, 
and  so  saved  from  continuing  the  vicious 
lives  to  which  their  parents  are  con- 
demned. We  require  something  of  the 
kind  in  this  country,  but  we  are  so 
dreadfully  jealous  of  the  rights  of  parents 
that  we  have  hitherto  refused  to  interfere 
with  their  rights  over  their  unhappy  off- 
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spring.    I  hope  that  one  result  of 
debate  will  be  that  something  will  be 
done  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  pauper  child- 
ren more  encouraging  than  in  the  past. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by 
£50,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board."  —  (Mr. 
Samuel  Smith.) 


Mr.  FLOWER  (Bradford,  West)  :  I 
rise  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  some  information 
as  to  the  policy  he  desires  to  adopt  in 
substitution  for  the  system  of  barrack 
schools.      The  right   hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  the   Sutton  school  is  to 
be  closed ;  but  I  should  like  to  know 
when,  and  to  what  purpose  that  very 
large  building  is  to  be  devoted.    I  ex- 
press the  hope  that  that  building  will  not 
be  devoted   to  children  who  may  be 
described  as  feeble-minded  and  defective. 
Apart  from  the  future  of  the  buildings, 
what  is  the  policy  of  the  Department  in 
regard  to  the  future  of  the  children  in 
these  large  schools  1     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  spoken  of  the  comparative 
failure  of  the  boarding-out  system.    I  am 
afraid  that  for  that  failure  a  certain 
amount  of  blame  is  to  be  attached  to  the 
Department.    Only  two  of  the  unions 
connected    with   the   Sutton   school — 
Woolwich  and  Camberwell — have  availed 
themselves  of  the  boarding-out  system, 
and  that  to  a  very  limited  extent.  The 
plan  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
building  blocks  to  accommodate  sixty 
children  is  one  which  requires  more  com- 
plete experiment  than  it  has  yet  obtained 
before  it  should  be  sanctioned  to  any 
large  degree.    The  block  system  is  un- 
doubtedly   better    than    the  barrack 
system,  but  it  is  open  to  the  chief  objec 
tion  to  the  barrack  system — namely,  the 
creation    of   an    artificial  atmosphere 
around  the  children.    Probably  you  will 
obtain  a  higher  percentage  in  regard  to 
sanitation,  health,  ophthalmia,  etc.;  yet  you 
cannot  from  an  ethical  or  educational 
standpoint  regard  these  blocks  of  houses 
as  being  at  all  an  adequate  or  advisable 
way  of  dealing  with  the  children.  I 
would  like  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    whether    his  Department 
had  really  decided  to  sanction  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Stepney  Board  of  Guardians 
to  expend  no  less  than  £10,500  on  the 
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purchase  of  land  in  Essex  on  which  to 
erect  blocks  of  cottages  for  250  children 
which  are  at  present  in  the  Sutton 
schools.     If  the  Stepney  Board  of  Guar- 
dians had  pursued  a  similar  course  to  that 
adopted  by  the  Whitechapel  Board  of 
Guardians  they  might  have  found  that 
they  could  have  reduced  the  number  of 
children  to  be  dealt  with  by  40  or  50  per 
cent.    An  even  more  dangerous  departure 
is,  I  understand,  oontemplated  by  the 
Poplar  Board  of  Guardians,  who  propose 
to  found  a  whole  village  of  pauper  chil- 
dren at  a  minimum  cost  of  £100,000. 
And  Greenwich  and  Dulwich,  I  under- 
stand, also  propose  to  go  in  for  large 
blocks.    I  would  suggest  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  that,  in  sanctioning  the  building  of 
these  blocks  of  schools,  he  is  taking  a  step 
which  in  the  event  of  failure  it  would  be 
exceedingly  difficult  for  him  to  redress. 
If  you  once  have  these  large  blocks  of 
buildings  erected,  you  have  them  on  your 
hands  for  all  time  to  come,  and  it  would 
be  impossible,  however  unfavourable  the 
results  may  be,  to  effect  any  change  or 
reform,  at  uiy  rate  for  many  years  to 
come.    The  great  difficulty  about  the 
boarding-out  system  advocated  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Flintshire  is 
that  of  securing  suitable  foster  parents 
and  adequate  inspection.    In  regard  to 
the  difficulties  of  inspection  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  the  remedy  does  not  lie 
with  the  Local  Government  Board  them- 
selves.   If  they  had  carried  out  the 
recommendation  of  their  own  Depart- 
mental   Committee  they  would  have 
appointed  several  lady  inspectors,  instead 
of  one  only.    The  duties  of  inspection 
have  not  been  carried  out  with  much 
discretion  or  tact.   Obviously  you  do  not 
encourage  working  people  to  come  for- 
ward and  express  their  willingness  to  act 
as  foster  parents  if  they  are  to  be  treated 
by  the  inspectors  as  "  persons  to  be  found 
out."   There  has,  however,  never  been  a 
case  iu  which  boarding-out  has  proved  a 
failure  in  the  Australian  colonies,  and  I 
do  not  believe  myself  that  the  difficulties 
I  have  mentioned  are  insurmountable  if 
properly  dealt  with.    In  large  industrial 
communities,  such  as  Woolwich — which  is 
building  blocks  of  houses,  each  to  accom- 
modate sixty  children — it  would  be  abso- 
lutely absurd  to  say  that  you  could  not 
get  forty  respectable  working  men  and 
their  wives  to  undertake  the  care  of  these 
children.     I  feel  quite  confident  that 
with  greater  stimulus  from  my  right  hon. 
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friend  a  great  deal  may  be  done 
encouraging  and  developing  the  boarding- 
out  system.  Now,  sir,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man advocated  another  method  of  dealing 
with  these  children — a  method  of  which 
I  also  am  largely  in  favour — and  that  was 
the  principle  of  scattered  homes.  This 
principle  has  passed  the  experimental 
stage,  and  has  been  a  great  success  at 
Bradford,  Bath,  and  Sheffield.  The 
system,  of  course,  is  that  the  houses 
should  respectively  accommodate  fifteen 
children — I  believe  that  is  the  number  at 
Sheffield,  but  the  Sheffield  Guardians 
think  it  rather  excessive.  I  would 
rather  see  ten  children  in  each  home,  and 
they  should  attend  the  public  elementary 
school  and  participate  in  what  may  be 
called  the  general  child  life  of  the  com- 
munity. They  lose  in  that  way  the 
taint  of  pauperism  which  I  am  afraid,  if 
once  attached  to  a  child,  clings  to  it  all 
through  its  life.  I  think  the  Local 
G-overnment  Board  would  do  well  to 
h«lp  forward  as  far  as  they  can  those 
boards  of  guardians  who  are  prepared  to 
adopt  the  scattered  home  system.  I  am 
afraid  that  they  have  not  done  so  alto- 
gether. I  am  afraid  with  regard,  for 
example,  to  Camberwell  that  they  have 
not  exhibited  that  appreciation  of  the 
enterprise  that  that  Board  of  Guardians 
has  displayed  in  relation  to  the  scattered 
homes  of  their  pauper  children.  I 
pass  from  that  to  another  matter  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  alluded,  viz., 
tramps.  On  that  head  I  think  no  blame 
is  to  be  attached  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  because  both  the  President 
and  his  Department  have  given  a  sympa- 
thetic help  to  a  proposal  which  has  been 
before  Parliament  for  the  last  three  years 
for  increasing  the  powers  of  boards  of 
guardians  to  deal  with  vagrant  children. 
That  that  Act  has  not  become  law  is  no 
fault  of  the  Government,  or  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  I  am  afraid  the  source  of  the 
evil  is  to  be  traced  to  the  occupants  of 
the  benches  opposite.  But  if  the  Govern- 
ment can  see  their  way  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  of  their  own  to  deal  with  this  ques 
tion  upon  similar  lines,  I  believe  tbey 
would  find  it  would  be  generally  wel- 
comed. I  feel  sure  it  would  be  enthusi- 
astically received  on  this  side,  and  I  feel 
sure  many  hon.  Members  opposite  would 
give  it  their  support.  I  have  seen  a 
statement  made  to  the  effect  that  children 
of  the  tramp  class  number  no  fewer  than 
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50,000.  That  statement  is  probably  a  little 
high  ;  but  it  would  not,  I  think,  be  beyond 
the  mark  to  say  that  the  number  would  be 
somewhere  between  30,000  and  50,000. 
The  figures  appear  to  be  mounting  up  at 
an  alarming  rate.  As  a  member  of  the 
London  School  Board  I  have  frequently 
come  across  cases  of  this  particular  tramp 
class.  We  have,  for  example,  a  lady 
visitor  now  in  the  Tower  Hamlets  district 
whose  special  business  it  is  to  look  after 
the  children  of  this  class,  who  are  to  be 
found  either  in  the  casual  wards  of  a 
workhouse  or  in  a  common  lodging-house. 
The  Bill  to  which  I  refer  would  give 
guardians  the  power,  when  they  are 
called  upon,  to  retain  their  hold  of  these 
children  until  they  are  able  to  earn  their 
own  livelihood. 


*  Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Arfon) :  I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
one  point,  and  it  is  the  system  of  education 
in  Poor  Law  schools.  I  find  that  a  re- 
commendation of  the  Poor  Law  Schools 
Committee  Report  pointed  out  the  desira- 
bility of  more  trained  teachers.  I  con- 
sider the  teachers  to  be  a  most  important 
factor  in  any  school,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  what  orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  been  issued,  or  what 
steps  have  been  taken,  to  improve  the 
teaching  and  obtain  more  trained  teachers 
in  these  schools.  I  find  on  looking  at 
the  statistics  of  these  schools  that  there 
are  172  teachers  employed,  of  whom 
only  60  are  trained.  The  rest  are 
partially  trained,  but  most  of  them  are 
untrained.  The  few  who  are  partially 
trained  obtain  Queen's  scholarships. 
But  there  are  a  great  number  who  have 
no  qualifications  for  teaching  at  all,  and 
who  would  not  be  recognised  by  the 
Education  Department.  There  are  those 
who  hold  a  certificate  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  We  know  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  is  not  an 
educational  authority,  and  the  certificate 
represents  a  much  lower  standard  of 
qualification  than  that  of  the  Education 
Department.  Why  should  these  children, 
simply  because  they  are  pauper  children, 
be  taught  by  teachers  who  are  not  trained, 
and  who  simply  hold  a  certificate  without 
any  educational  qualification  attached  to 
it  whatever  1  I  say  there  is  need  of  a 
higher  standard.  A  standard  has  been 
recommended  over  and  over  again  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
what  has  been 


243  Supply  {COMMONS}      (Civil  Service  Estimates).  244 


the  recommendations  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  We  need  a  higher 
standard  both  in  the  interests  of  the 
scholar  and  the  teacher.  In  the  interests 
of  the  children,  to  begin  with,  because 
all  children,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
poorer  classes,  and  of  the  very  poorest, 
ought  to  receive  the  best  possible  educa- 
tion calculated  to  form  capable  citizens 
from  the  best  possible  teachers.  Again, 
teachers  in  all  departments  of  public 
service  should  stand  on  the  same  footing, 
and  should  be  able  to  pass  freely 
from  the  service  of  Poor  Law  authorities 
to  that  of  other  school  managers.  Of 
course,  no  one  wishes  to  disregard  the 
claims  and  interests  of  all  competent 
teachers  now  on  the  staff,  but  wherever 
vacancies  occur  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  see  that  those  vacancies  are 
filled  not  by  incompetent  teachers,  not  by 
those  who  get  certificates  sanctioned  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  but  by 
teachers  qualified  under  the  Education 
Department.  Some  of  the  teachers  are 
mere  drudges.  I  will  read  a  portion  of 
a  letter  written  by  a  certificated  Poor  Law 
teacher  to  the  Schoolmaster  of  the  12th 
November,  1898,  giving  an  idea  of  a  Poor 
Law  teacher's  daily  life : — 

"  Rise  at  7  a.m.,  take  children  in  dining  hall 
to  breakfast  at  7.30  a.m. ,  leave  hall  at  8  a  m. 
(teachers'  breakfast),  school  at  9  a.m.  till  12 
a.m.;  take  children' in  dining  hall  for  dinner 
till  12.36  or  12.40  (teachers'  dinner),  school  at 
2  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  ;  take  children  in  hall  at 
6  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m.  to  supper,  hear  prayers  and 
see  children  to  bed  at  7.30  p.m.  or  later." 

I  say  that  that  kind  of  life  makes  a 
teacher  a  mere  drudge,  gives  him  no  varied 
interest  in  life,  does  not  widen  his  intellec- 
tual outlook,  and  provides  him  with  no 
chance  of  mixing  with  his  fellow-men.  In 
eleven  schools  the  teachers  are  resident 
on  the  premises,  but  in  nine  others  I  am 
glad  to  say  they  live  out  of  school  and  so 
come  in  contact  with  their  fellow-men. 
The  plan  gives  more  freedom  and  fresh- 
ness to  the  teachers,  and  enables  them 
to  become  more  evident  instructors. 
The  remedy  for  the  present  state  of  things 
is  to  send  all  the  children  out  of  these 
inefficient  schools  to  public  elementary 
schools,  and  I  earnestly  press  on  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  his  staff  the  desirability  of  transfer- 
ring these  Poor  Law  schools  to  the 
Education  Department.  In  several  dis- 
tricts the  guardians  are  already  sending 
the  children  from  these  workhouse  schools 
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to  elementary  schools.  In  Stoke  when 
the  workhouse  children  attended  the 
Board  schools  it  was  found  that  their 
education  was  of  a  very  low  standard 
indeed,  and  they  were  very  much  behind 
the  other  children  in  the  schools.  In 
Ipswich,  not  long  ago,  there  was  a  pro- 
posal to  send  the  girls  of  St.  John's  Home 
to  a  public  elementary  school,  and  when 
a  guardian  objected,  one  of  the  others — 
himself  a  workhouse  boy  in  the  forties 
— stated  that  he  was  in  favour  of  send- 
ing the  girls  to  a  public  elementary 
school,  and  he  added  that  since  the  boys 
of  the  Home  had  cone  out  to  school  they 
had  become  much  brighter.  AU  the 
guardians,  with  the  exception  of  one — a 
lady  —  voted  in  favour  of  the  girls  also 
being  sent  out  to  school.  I  trust  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  recommend  every 
board  of  guardians  to  act  similarly. 
Poverty  is  not  a  crime  but  a  misr 
fortune,  and  we  should  in  the  in- 
terests of  civilisation  and  humanity  do 
our  best  to  remove  these  children  from 
the  stigma  and  taint  of  pauperism,  and 
that  can  be  partially  done  by  placing 
them  in  schools  where  they  will  enjoy 
free  intercourse  with  other  children 
drawn  from  all  classes  of  the  community. 

♦Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby) :  As  one  of 
those  who  have  been  urging  on  the  Local 
Government  Board  the  desirability  of 
better  education  for  pauper  children,  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  great 
reforms  have  been  accomplished 
the  last  few  years.  In  the  first 
place  the  staff  of  the  Board  has  been 
considerably  increased  and  many  of  the 
abuses  which  obtained  in  times  past 
were  really  largely  due  to  an  insufficient 
staff  and  to  want  of  proper  accom- 
modation for  the  staff.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  has  by  means  of 
circulars  and  by  the  action  of  his 
department  carried  out  reforms  in  re- 
ference to  nursing  and  other  details.  He 
has  also  constituted  in  the  Children's 
Committee  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  a  new  authority  to  remove  certain 
classes  of  children  from  Poor  Law 
schools.  It  is  very  hard  to  convey 
to  the  Committee  the  enormous  diffi- 
culties attending  what  appears  the 
apparently  simple  operation  of  breaking 
up  one  of  these  barrack  schools.  Many 
hon.  Members  are  aware  of  the  enormous 
difficulty  of  obtaining  from  the  various 
local  authorities  in  the  metropolis  the 
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necessary  agreement.  There  is  ono  insti- 
tution in  connection  with  the  Poor  Law 
system  which  has  rendered  excellent  ser- 
vice, and  the  work  of  which  has  been 
much  encouraged  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  refer  to  the  training  ship 
"Exmouth,"  and  now  when  there  is  an 
outcry  for  more  sailors  for  the  Navy 
and  the  mercantile  marine  it  is  pleas- 
ing to  direct  attention  to  the  figures 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
able  to  give  with  reference  to  that  in- 
stitution. I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  would  consider 
the  desirability  of  stationing  other  ships 
either  at  Grays  or  around  the  coast 
under  the  same  superintendence  and 
the  same  committee.  There  are, 
however,  one  or  two  abuses  of  which 
we  have  to  complain  from  year  to 
year,  and  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
First  of  all  there  was  the  question  of  the 
children  of  vagrants,  called  "ins  and 
outs,"  whose  education  is  broken  off  when 
they  leave  the  workhouses.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  been  asked  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  deal  with  it,  but  what  I 
desire  to  point  out  is  that  there  have 
been  several  decisions  by  the  metropolitan 
magistrates  that  such  children  can  be 
dealt  with  under  Section  14  of  the  Industrial 
Schools  Act,  1 866,  merely  on  theground  that 
their  parents  are  not  providing  them  with 
education.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
cannot  introduce  a  Bill  this  session  I 
would  urge  him  to  make  known  to  metro- 
politan and  country  boards  of  guardians 
that  there  is  an  existing  provision  under 
which  the  children  of  vagrant  parents 
can  be  dealt  with.  Such  children 
coming  into  and  going  out  of  work- 
houses are  a  moral  and  physical  dis- 
advantage to  the  children  with  whom 
they  associate ;  they  discourage  the 
teachers,  and  are  themselves  as  regards 
their  parents  a  scandal  to  the  country.  I 
am  well  aware  of  the  reforms  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  carried  out,  but 
I  would  wish  to  ask  him  whether  he  is 
going  to  give  any  further  accommodation 
lor  Poor  Law  children  now  in  the 
workhouses  in  the  metropolis.  The 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  their 
successors  have,  since  1841,  been  never 
tired  of  calling  attention  to  the  result  of 
bringing  up  children  in  workhouses  in 
London  in  the  midst  of  poverty.  Chil- 
dren in  London  workhouses  are  worse  off 
than  children  in  country  workhouses,  and 


no  provision  is  made  for  their  proper 
accommodation  and  education.  Again, 
as  the  committee  is  aware,  such  children 
have  often  to  be  protected  from  their 
parents  when  they  get  situations,  and 
what  I  desiro  further  to  ask  is  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  extend  the 
power  of  inspection  at  present  possessed 
by  the  Girls'  Friendly  Society,  which 
does  the  work  of  the  Metropolitan  Asso- 
ciation for  Befriending  Young  Servants 
in  the  provinces.  In  1897  no  less  than 
2,686  girls — all  Poor  Law  children — 
were  looked  after  by  the  London  society, 
and  what  I  ask  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  through  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  should  use  his  influence 
on  behalf  of  the  sister  society  in  the 
provinces  with  unions  which  do  not  now 
permit  lady  visitors.  I  may  remind  the 
Committee,  as  showing  the  admirable 
action  of  these  societies,  that  whereas 
many  years  ago  one  girl  in  five  returned 
to  the  workhouse  in  a  pitiable  condition, 
probably  to  remain  there  for  the  rest  of 
her  life,  the  proportion  has  now  been  re- 
duced to  one  in  fifty-two,  and  if  permis- 
sion similar  to  that  given  to  the  town 
society  were  extended  to  the  country 
society  a  great  advantage  would  be  gained. 
In  connection  with  the  emigration  of  boys 
and  girls  to  the  colonies  I  would  earnestly 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
could  not  in  some  way  meet  the  views 
which  have  been  expressed  on  that  sub- 
ject. There  is  only  one  other  matter 
to  which  I  desire  to  refer,  and 
that  the  position  of  the  canal  boat 
children.  It  is  one  of  the  ano- 
malies of  our  present  adminstration 
that  these  children  are  now  partly  under 
the  inspection  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  partly  under  that  of  the 
Education  Department.  The  result  is 
that  they  are  practically  left  without  any 
education  at  all.  A  very  short  Act  of 
Parliament  or  a  more  stringent  adminis- 
tration of  the  existing  law  would  lead 
those  children  from  a  life  of  almost 
certain  vagrancy  into  a  condition  of 
moral  and  physical  improvement,  and 
I  earnestly  press  the  matter  on  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  question  of  the  enormous  increase  of 
vagrancy  in  recent  years  is  one  which 
will,  no  doubt,  engage  the  earliest  atten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
near  future.  The  number  of  vagrants 
was  larger  last  year,  in  1898,  than  it  has 
ever  been  since  1858,  with  one 
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A  question  arises  upon  this  point,  upon 
which  more  than  once  I  have  pressed  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  under  the  Bill 
passed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
1882 — whether  he  cannot  promote  con- 
tinuity and  uniformity  of  administration 
in  the  Vagrancy  Act.  When  this  has 
been  done,  as  in  Liverpool  and  elsewhere, 
we  have  had  a  great  diminution  in 
vagrancy.  I  wish  to  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  one  subject  more, 
namely,  that  though  we  have  had 
exhaustive  inquiries  into  this  subject  by 
two  Committees,  so  far  as  I  am  aware 
there  has  not  been  in  this  House  the 
slightest  opportunity  given  for  discussing 
the  reports  of  the  two  Committees  which 
have  considered  the  question  of  the  un- 
employed. It  is  a  matter  which  is  bound 
to  come  up  again  with  increasing  urgency, 
and  I  do  press  upon  the  Committee  that 
now  is  the  time,  when  trade  is  steadily 
increasing,  to  cope  with  this  difficulty.  I 
respectfully  urge  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  last  Committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  local  organisations  for  thrift 
and  charity  should  combine  with  the 
local  boards  of  guardians,  is  one  which 
offers  the  most  practical  and  satisfactory 
solution,  not  only  of  the  problem  of  the 
unemployed,  but  that  of  old  age  and 
poverty  of  every  form. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  (York,  W.B., 
Elland) :  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the 
practice  of  allowing  the  children  of  the 
Sutton  barrack  schools,  on  Derby  Day, 
to  beg  coins  from  passers  -  by.  This 
matter  has  already  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  it  would  seem  that  he  has  determined 
to  do  nothing  to  put  an  end  to  the 
practice.  We  hope  that  the  determina- 
tion is  not  irrevocable.  The  circum- 
stances are  these  : — On  Derby  Day  it  is 
the  practice,  and  it  has  been  for  twenty 
years,  to  permit  the  children  at  these 
schools  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  field  near  by, 
with  banners  flying  and  band  playing,  for 
the  purpose  of  attracting  the  attention  of 
those  who  are  going  down  to  the  race- 
course. They  collect  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Per- 
sonally I  have  no  particular  objection  to 
their  receiving  money  from  those  going 
down  to  see  the  Derby  ;  I  would  object 
quite  as  much  if  the  money  came  from 
people  going  to  a  cricket  match  or  a 
Church  congress.  What  we  do  object  to 
is  that  children  should  be  permitted  to 

Mr.  Drage. 


beg.  They  are  of  a  poor  and  sordid 
origin,  and  it  is  only  too  likely  that,  even 
without  this  incitement  and  example, 
they  would  take  to  begging  methods  of 
life  when  they  leave  the  schools.  It  is  sug- 
gested, as  a  reason  for  not  putting  an 
end  to  the  practice,  that  the  money  is 
devoted  to  giving  the  children  a  treat  at 
the  Crystal  Palace.  No  one  would  wish 
to  deprive  the  children  of  that  treat,  but 
I  would  suggest  that  there  are  other 
ways  in  which  money  could  be  raised  for 
the  purpose,  either  by  private  subscrip- 
tion, or  t>y  the  Local  Government  Board 
permitting  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  to  the  small  extent  which  would 
be  necessary  to  give  the  children  a  day's 
holiday.  1  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  consider  whether  he  cannot  stop 
this  encouragement  of  begging  propen- 
sities in  the  children,  and  for  the  future 
prohibit  the  practice. 

Mr.  HAZELL :  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  expenditure  going  on  in 
connection  with  certain  orphan  schools. 
We  know  that  the  system  of  large 
barrack  schools  has  been  condemned,  yet 
in  spite  of  that  condemnation  by  experts, 
considerable  sums  are  still  being  ex- 
pended upon  them.  How  is  it  that  a 
sum  of  £6,000  is  to  be  expended  on  a 
new  infant  school  at  Hanwell,  and  that, 
at  Marylebone,  £12,000  is  to  be  spent,  in 
spite  of  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  he  is  unfavourable  to 
any  further  development  of  the  system  % 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  do  not  think 
my  hon.  friend  will  find  that  any  expen- 
diture which  has  been  sanctioned  for 
these  schools  has  been  sanctioned  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  any  further  accommo- 
dation. It  is  only  to  provide  for  altera- 
tions which  could  not  be  avoided,  and 
which  are  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
the  children  already  in  the  school.  My 
right  hon.  friend  said,  two  or  three 
years  ago,  that  he  would  sanction  no 
expenditure  involving  any  enlargement 
of  the  schools. 

Mr.  HAZELL  :  Still,  the  fact;  remains 
that,  as  I  understand,  some  thousands  of 
pounds  are  to  be  spent  in  building  new 
infant  schools.  There  is  another  point  I 
wish  to  touch  upon.  The  system  of 
barrack  schools  is  a  very  wasteful  one. 
Take  the  case  of  fcod.  Ihcre  is  a  rigid 
rule  that  each  child  si 
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the  same  amount  of  food,  and  the  result 
is  that,  while  one  child  gets  more  than 
he  can  eat,  another  does  not  have  enough. 
Miss  Davenport  Hill  has  shown  the 
enormous  waste  of  food  which  goes  or, 
and,  I  believe,  the  Bethnal  Green  Board 
of  Guardians,  last  November,  took  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
waste.  They  weighed  all  the  food  given 
out  and  all  left,  and  they  found  a  waste 
of  190  gallons  of  bread  and  meat,  while 
in  three  weeks,  in  December,  they  dis- 
covered a  waste  of  178  gallons  of  milk 
alone.  The  present  system  of  barrack 
schools  is  notoriously  expensive  as  well  as 
inefficient,  and  I  should  like  to  emphasise 
what  has  been  said  as  to  the  boarding  out 
of  pauper  children.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  cost  of  boarding  them  out  is 
a  great  deal  less  than  the  cost 
of  Keeping  them  in  barrack  schools. 
In  Scotland  84  per  cent,  of  the  pauper 
children  are  boarded  out,  while  in 
England  only  5  per  cent,  are  boarded  out. 
There  is  this  great  difficulty,  however, 
that  unless  the  foster  parents  are  care 
fully  selected,  and  the  children  carefully 
inspected,  their  last  state  is  worse  than 
the  first.  I  have  had  considerable  ex- 
perience of  boarding  out  children  for  a 
limited  period.  I  am  connected  with 
Committees  which  send  50,000  or  60,000 
children  to  the  country  in  the  summer 
months  in  cottage  homes,  and  that  ex- 
perience leads  me  to  the  conviction  that 
all  these  pauper  children  should  be  sent 
to  the  country  the  whole  year  round.  Of 
course,  there  are  many  villages  where  the 
house  accommodation  is  so  limited, 
and  so  bad,  that  no  children 
could  be  boarded  out  to  any  good 
purpose;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  villages  where  the  accommodation  is 
good,  and  where  the  surroundings  are 
wholesome  from- a  moral,  social,  and  educa- 
tion point  of  view.  We  are  thankful 
for  the  limited  amount  of  progress  that 
has  been  made  in  this  direction  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  we  ask 
that  it  should  be  continued  and  extended 
to  a  much  greater  degree. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  There  are  two  items 
on  this  vote  to  which  I  have  a  very 
strong  objection.  The  first  is  the  educa- 
tional part.  I  have  always  thought  it 
ridiculous  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  grant  low  grade  certificates 
which  nobody  will  accept.  This  matter 
ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Education 


Department,  and  pauper  children  ought 
to  be  placed  in  the  same  condition  as 
other  children,  and  their  teachers  ought 
to  be  as  competent  as  the  teachers  of  the 
Board  Schools.  In  fact,  a  lot  of  work  is 
done  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
which  ought  to  be  done  by  the  Educa- 
tion Department.  I  have  had  a  little 
experience  of  the  Scotch  bcarding-out 
system.  I  was  a  member  of  the  parochial 
board  of  one  of  the  largest  parishes  in 
Scotland,  which  sends  four  members  to 
Parliament,  and  all  the  children  there 
were  boarded  out.  I  went  out  over  and 
over  again  to  inspect  the  children,  and 
found  in  every  case  they  were  happy  and 
comfortable,  and  became,  in  fact,  the  foster 
children  of  the  foster  parents,  bore  their 
name,  and  very  often  took  charge  of  the 
old  women  in  their  declining  years  as  if 
they  were  their  own  mothers.  Ninety  per 
cent,  of  the  pauper  children  in  Scotland 
are  boarded  out,  and  the  system  has  been 
thoroughly  successful  in  every  direction. 
You  take  away  the  children  from  their 
early  associations,  place  them  where 
nobody  knows  whether  they  are  pauper 
children  or  not,  give  them  a  home  train- 
ing, and  afford  them  ten  times  a  better 
chance  of  succeeding  in  after  life  than 
under  the  English  system.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Flintshire  has 

rken  of  ophthalmia  and  contagious 
;ases  spreading  among  the  children  in 
the  barrack  schools.  Twenty  years  ago  I 
was  medical  officer  for  Norwood,  and  I 
saw  plenty  of  the  effects  and  physical  evils 
of  the  barrack  school  system ;  but  these 
were  nothing  to  the  moral  evils.  All  you 
do  under  the  English  system  is  to  breed 
a  pauper  class,  and  to  take  away  all  the 
elements  of  character  which  might  be 
useful  to  the  children  in  after  life.  I  know 
not  how  long  we  are  going  to  keep  up 
this  terrible  system  in  England,  the  evils 
of  which  are  admitted  in  every  debate 
we  have  had  for  years  in  this  House. 
We  all  agree  that  the  boarding-out  system 
is  the  best,  but  practically  nothing  is 
done.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  double 
Division — a  Division  against  the  Educa- 
tion Department  on  the  vote,  and  a 
Division  on  the  whole  estimate. 

Mr.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston) :  The  constituency  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent  have  a  magnificent 
establishment  10  or  15  miles  from 
London,  and  there,  I  venture  to  say,  the 
cottage  •  home    system    wjlT  (  compare 
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favourably  with  the  boarding  out  system 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  spoken.  The  Local  Government 
Board  ought  to  have  the  credit  that  they 
have  encouraged  the  cottage  home  system 
for  pauper  children.  I  have  gone  down 
to  see  these  children  within  the  last  10 
days,  and  have  seen  them  undergoing 
physical  exercise  which  would  have  done 
credit  to  the  best  Board  Schools.  I  admit 
that  the  old  barrack  system  was  very  bad, 
but  the  method  of  the  cottage  home 
system,  encouraged  by  the  LocnlGovern- 
ment  Board,  is  bearing  splendid  fruit, 
and  the  children  are  receiving  the 
highest  possible  training  to  fit  them 
for  the  struggle  in  life.  Many  of  the 
parents  of  the  children  of  the  poorer 
parts  of  London  regard  with  envy  the 
training  which  these  children  get  in 
the  cottage  homes.  I  have  not  enquired 
into  the  certificates  which  the  teachers  in 
these  homes  hold,  but  I  have  seen  the 
training  which  they  give  to  the  children, 
and  it  is  most  exemplary. 

Lord  K  FITZMAURICE:  I  think 
we  will  all  agree  that  whatever  the  out- 
come of  this  debate  may  be,  we  are  dis- 
cussing one  of  the  most  important  and 
interesting  questions  which  could  be  dis- 
cussed in  this  House—  one  far  more  im- 
portant  than  those  which  have  excited  a 
great  deal  of  feeling  and  have  commanded 
a  larger  attendance,  for  we  are  discussing 
what  is  to  be  the  future  of  those  who,  to 
use  a  popular  phrase,  are  called  the  sub- 
merged tenth.  We  have  heard  to-night 
a  great  deal  of  the  children  in  large 
barrack  schools.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Flintshire  in  what  he 
has  said  in  regard  to  this  subject,  and  we 
are  all  indebted  to  him  for  bringing;  up 
this  question.  But  we  must  always  bear 
in  mind  that  barrack  schools  are  mostly 
connected  with  the  metropolis  and  certain 
other  centres  of  population,  such  as  Liver- 
pool, Manchester,  Leeds,  etc.  We  must 
not  assume,  in  talking  of  children  in 
barrack  schools,  that  we  are  speaking 
necessarily  of  the  whole  pauper  children 
in  the  country,  because  there  are  large 
numbers  of  children  who  are  not,  and 
never  will  be,  or  can  be,  sent  to  these 
barrack  schools.  In  the  past  there  has 
been  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with  these 
children  in  any  other  way.   The  barrack 
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schools  were  founded  originally  from  the 
most  excellent  and  philanthropic  motives, 
but,  like  many  other  experiments,  they 
have  not  worked  out  in  the  manner  that 
was  hoped.  If  you  take  an  ordinary 
union  in  the  rural  districts,  or  in  small 
country  towns,  you  find  that  very  few 
pauper  children  find  their  way  into  these 
large  barrack  schools,  and  that  they  have 
been  boarded  out  or  sent  to  cottage 
homes.  The  conclusion  that  this  discus- 
sion seems  to  me  to  bring  us  to  certainly 
coincides  with  my  experience,  namely,  that 
there  is  no  universal  scheme  to  be  found 
for  the  education  and  future  training  of 
the  pauper  child.  You  must  adapt  your 
machinery  according  to  your  circum- 
stances, for  the  machinery  which  may  be 
good  for  crowded  centres  in  the  metro- 
polis and  in  our  great  provincial  cities 
is  not  necessarily  the  best  for  the 
other  districts  which  have  been  described. 
In  reality,  if  this  question  is  ever 
to  be  dealt  with  in  any  thorough  going 
manner,  it  must  be  dealt  with  as  a 
rule  by  a  careful  study  of  individual 
districts,  and,  I  might  almost  say,  of 
individual  cases.  I  recollect,  that 
some  years  ago  there  was  in  one  of 
the  reports  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  a  very  able  and  interesting  report 
written  by  Mr.  Wodehouse,  who  occu- 
pied a  position  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  That  report  showed  that 
we  must  not  rush  away  with  the  con- 
clusion that  the  training  of  these  chil- 
dren in  pauper  schools  is  always  and 
invariably  a  failure.  In  that  report  Mr. 
Wodehouse  quoted  a  great  number  of 
cases,  drawn  from  the  records  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  where  boys 
who  had  been  educated  in  pauper  schools 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  most  useful 
education,  and  had  done  exceedingly  well 
afterwards  in  whatever  career  they 
had  followed,  either  in  this  country  or 
in  foreign  countries.  But,  if  I  may  speak 
from  my  imperfect  recollection  of  a  report 
that  I  read  some  years  ago,  he  pointed 
out  in  that  report  that  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  connection  with  the  educa- 
tion of  the  girls,  and,  so  far  as  I  recollect, 
he  also  pointed  out  that  the  best  cases 
came  from  the  smaller  workhouse  schools, 
where  a  larger  amount  of  individual  care 
would  be  given  to  each  individual  case, 
rather  than  from  those  barrack  schools, 
which  have,  on  the  whole,  received,  and  I 
think  rightly  received,  the  condemnation 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  member  for  Flint. 
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and  also  of  the  Committee  which  so  care- 
fully examined  the  whole  matter  some 
years  ago.    But  we  must  bear  this  in 
mind  :  that  while  it  is  easy  to  condemn, 
for  unanswerable  reasons,  the  organisa- 
tion of  these  barrack  schools,  it  is  not 
equally  easy  to  see  what  you  are  to  do  with 
the  enormous  mass  of  children  who  are 
congregated  in  these  schools.    They  are 
numbered  by  thousands.     Close  these 
schools  to-morrow,  and  what  are  you 
going  to  do  with  these  children  the  day 
after  to-morrow?     It  is  impossible  to 
shoot  them  all  into  Canada  or  Australia, 
or  to  have  their  education  conducted  by 
a  boarding-out  committee.    I  think  we 
ought  to  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  for  having  appointed  another 
lady  inspector  to  visit  the  boarding-out 
children.     The  appointment,  I  believe, 
has  been  very  carefully  made,  and  the 
lady  appointed  is,  I  have  every  reason  to 
think,  doing  admirable  work.    But  more 
appointments  are  required.    Then  there 
is  the  question  of  cottage  homes.    I  live 
not  a  great  distance  from  the  city  of 
Bath,  which  has  been  mentioned  to-night, 
and  there  I  am  informed   that  the 
system   of    cottage    homes    is  work- 
ing exceedingly  well.    In  other  cases 
▼e  hear   that  some  of  these  cottage 
homes  are  falling  back  to  the  very  system 
which  has  been  made  the  principal  charge 
against  barrack  schools,  viz.,  that  you  are 
simply  reducing  barrack  schools  in  one 
place  in  order  to  restore  them  in  a  slightly 
modified  shape  in  another.    I  do  not 
commit  myself  to  any  assertion  as  to 
whether  this  is  correct  or  not;  I  only 
mention  it  to  show  that  the  matter  is  one 
which  can  only  be  solved  by  the  most 
extreme  care  in  individual  cases.  The 
conclusion  I  would  venture  to  urge  is 
that  the   remedy  for  the  evils  which 
affect  this  large  and  unfortunate  class  of 
pauper  children  who  are  so  deserving  of 
our  sympathy  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
one  set  of  cut-and  dried  measures.  You 
must  look  to  boarding-out  where  you  can 
form  a  suitable  boarding-out  committee 
and  appoint  efficient  inspectors.  Many 
cases  can  be  dealt  with  effectually  by 
emigration.    Under  exceptional  circum- 
stances you  may  still  be  able  to  deal 
advantageously  with    the  children  in 
schools  connected  with  workhouses ;  and 
others  you  may  deal  with  in  those  cottage 
homes  which  are,  as  it  were,  a  combination 
of  school  and  home.    I  think  that  this 
debate  will  in  any  case  have  been  useful,  j 


i  and  that  we  shall  all  feel  that  we  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Flint  for  having  raised  this  question ;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  year  after  year,  in 
proportion  as  this  question  continues  to 
receive  attention,  we  shall  find  that  we 
have  gradually  removed  that  large  class 
of  pauper  children  who  are  now  so  heavy 
a  tax  upon  our  resources  and  upon  the 
ratepayers  of  the  country. 

Mr.    MIDDLEMORE  (Birmingham, 
N.) :  In  the  speech  to  which  we  have 
just  listened  many  salient  points  have 
been  touched  upon,  and  there  is  no  one 
here  who  could  not  learn  something 
from  it.    I  have  some  knowledge  of 
the  schools  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    has   referred,  and,  as  to 
barrack  schools,  I  think  he  touched  pre- 
cisely upon  the  right  point  in  saying  that 
we  must  be  guided  in  our  appreciation  or 
condemnation  of  a  school  by  the  surround- 
ing circumstances     My  own  experience 
is  that  large  schools  are  very  useful  when 
we  get  as  schoolmasters  men  who  devote 
themselves   thoroughly    to    the  work, 
whose  character  is  a  daily  inspiration  to 
children,  and  who  are  able  to  make  a 
school  a  great  moral  and  intellectual 
institution.     But  I  think  as  a  rule 
cottage  homes  are  far  better,  because 
they  are  smaller,  and  because  the  selection 
of  a  good  superintendent  is  far  easier 
than  the  selection  of  a  really  powerful 
man.     The  boarding-out  system  requires 
good  arrangement.    Although  the  Local 
Government   Board   do   not  select  the 
managers  of  the  barrack  schools  they 
certainly  do  select  people  to  visit  Canada 
to  inspect  the  boarding-out  system  there 
and  they  generally  select  men  who  know 
as  much  about  Canada  as  they  know 
about  Heaven.    These  persons  have  sent 
home  some  extremely  ridiculous  reports 
In  Canada  everything  depends  upon  the 
personnel.    You  want  first-class  visitors, 
because  you  have  to  overcome  the  objec- 
tion of  the  people  to  receive  these  children. 
My  experience  of  them  is  that  many  of 
them  are  so  "  wooden  "  and  stupid  that 
they  would  far  rather  receive  children 
direct  from  the  streets  than  from  the 
ordinary  workhouse  schools.    The  whole 
matter,  in  my  opinion,  depends  upon  the 
personnel  of  the  managers 

Mr.  DILLON  :  There  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  this  question  of  the  educa- 
tion of  pauper  children  is  one  of  the  most 
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important  subjects  that  ever  came  under  1 
the  consideration  of  this  House,  because 
if  we  are  ever  in  this  country  to  make  a 
serious  effort  to  do  away  with  the  curse 
of  pauperism,  which  I  conceive  to  be  one 
of  the  greatest  reproaches  of  modem 
civilisation,  and  the  peculiar  characteris- 
tics of  which  are  that  it  seems  to  increase 
in  proportion  to  the  enormous  increase  of 
wealth,  the  position  we  must  first  attack 
is  that  of  the  pauper  children.  I  take  a 
very  particular  interest  in  this  subject,  i 
because  it  is  a  burning  question  in  Ireland, 
and  because  I  think  if  we  were  let  alone 
we  are  in  process  of  teaching  the  people 
of  this  country  how  to  deal  with  this 
subject.  I  contend  that  upon  this 
particular  question  of  our  pauper  chil- 
dren we  are  far  ahead  of  this 
enormously  wealthy  country.  The  noble 
Lord  towards  the  end  of  his  very 
interesting  speech  touched  upon  what 
seemed  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most 
hopeful  and  promising  methods  of  deal- 
ing with  this  whole  question,  and  that  is 
the  substitution  for  the  present  system  of 
bringing  up  those  unhappy  children  of 
the  industrial  school  system.  I  have 
always  held,  from  the  time  I  first  gave 
any  attention  to  this  great  problem,  that 
it  is  immoral,  and,  in  fact,  criminal,  for 
any  community  to  keep  children  in  work- 
houses who  cannot  under  any  circum- 
stances, or  in  any  degree,  be  responsible 
for  the  unfortunate  position  m  which 
they  are  placed.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  rescue  them  from  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  brought  into 
the  world,  and  to  give  them  every 
chance  of  becoming  honest  and 
self-supporting  citizens.  This  great  and 
wealthy  country  has  failed  in  its  duty  by 
leaving  those  children  in  barrack  schools 
and  Poor  Law  schools  under  circum- 
stances which  hamper  them  in  the 
struggle  for  existence,  and  they  are  sent 
forth  at  the  very  out-start  of  their  young 
lives,  devoid  of  the  spirit  of  self-respect. 
But  even  if  they  receive  a  decent  educa- 
tion in  Poor  Law  schools,  they  go  forth 
branded  with  We  brand  of  pauperism. 
The  noble  Lord  spoke  of  a  few  cases 
which  came  under  his  own  notice,  of 
children  taken  from  Poor  Law  schools 
and  sent  to  industrial  schools.  That 
wis  where  all  those  children  should  be 
sent.  I  do  not  say  we  should  have  a 
cast  -  iron  system.  There  might  be  I 
cases  in  which  the  children  might 
be  boarded  out  where  there  would  be 
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an  excellent  committee,  and  where  the 
rural  population  was  of  such  a  character 
as  to  lend  itself  to  a  boarding-out  system. 
I  believe  that  system  is  a  great  success  in 
Scotland.  There  you  have  a  class  of 
small  homes  and  good  living  people, 
whose  family  affections  are  so  strong  that 
they  can  absorb  those  children  into  their 
own  families.  There  are  districts  where 
the  boarding-out  system  is  cruel,  because 
the  population  is  not  of  the  character 
which  could  bear  the  boarding-out  of 
children,  and  wheie  some  other  system 
must  be  devised ;  and  where  that  is  the 
case,  the  proper  direction  to  take  for  the 
administration  of  those  children  is  the 
development  of  the  industrial  school 
system  to  such  an  extent  as  would  absorb 
all  the  children,  and  separate  them  by 
a  gulf  from  those  unhappy  creatures 
who  must  be  accommodated  in  work- 
houses. That  I  believe  to  be  practicable 
and  not  a  difficult  plan  to  carry  out.  We 
in  Ireland  were  carrying  it  out,  but  we 
were  accused  of  evading  the  law.  Perhaps 
we  were  evading  the  law,  but  we  were 
doing  so  in  the  cause  of  Christian  charity, 
and  with  most  marvellous  results.  We 
got,  no  doubt,  into  the  industrial  schools 
in  Ireland  large  bodies  of  children  who 
in  this  country,  by  a  more  strict  interpre- 
tation of  the  law,  would  be  sent  to  barrack 
schools  or  Poor  Law  schools.  In  my 
opinion  all  the  children  who  are  un- 
provided for,  and  who  are  sent  under  the 
present  law  which  prevails  in  this  country 
into  poor  houses,  ought  to  be  ac- 
commodated in  industrial  schools,  and  it 
is  because  I  believe,  and  strongly  believe, 
that  it  is  in  this  direction  mainly, 
perhaps,  not  solely,  that  the  remedy  must 
be  found  for  this  great  and  crying  evil, 
that  I  have  been  induced  to  say  a  few 
words  in  this  discussion. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  Everyone  will  ac- 
knowledge the  importance  of  this  subject, 
and  I  have  no  complaint  to  make  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
presented  to  the  Committee.  We  have 
necessarily  had  a  somewhat  discursive 
debate,  but  I  think  I  will  be  consulting 
the  convenience  of  the  Committee  if  I 
reply  to  one  or  two  minor  points  which 
have  been  raised,  and  then  deal  with  the 

fcneral  case.    The  hon.  Member  for  the 
llland  division  complained  of  the  action 
I  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  per- 
mitting school  children  to  present  them- 
selves on  the  road  to  Epsom  to  the  view 
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of  passers-by,  and  of  the  fact  that  some- 
times in  their  good  nature  the  passers-by 
flung  small  coins  to  the  children.  It  is 
argued  that  this  is  extremely  demoralis- 
ing to  the  children,  and  I  have  been 
asked  to  use  my  authority  to  put  an  end 
to  that  proceeding.  I  am  sorry  to  differ 
from  the  hon.  Member,  but  I  see  nothing 
whatever  discreditable  in  the  proceeding. 
The  children  do  not  beg ;  nothing  of  the 
kind  is  permitted.  Ail  that  happens  is 
that  the  children  assemble  to  watch  the 
passers-by  in  train  and  carriage  going 
down  to  Epsom,  and  some  of  the  passengers 
Sing  pennies  and  sixpences  to  the 
children,  which  in  the  course  of  a  year 
amount  to  a  not  inconsiderable  sum, 
which  is  invariably  expended  in  giving 
the  children  an  outing  at  the  seaside  or 
elsewhere  That  is  a  proceeding  which 
nothing  would  induce  me,  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
to  prevent,  even  if  it  cost  me  my 
salary.  With  regard  to  the  educa- 
tion "of  Poor  Law  children,  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  have  argued  that  it  is 
very  improper,  and  in  their  opinion  very 
undesirable,  that  the  education  of  these 
children  as  regards  standard  and  teachers 
should  be  less  in  any  respect  than  the 
education  given  to  children  in  public 
elementary  schools.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  disagree  with  that  statement  myself, 
and  as  far  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  concerned  it  has  done  all  it  can 
to  meet  the  views  expressed  on  that 
point.  We  have  put  ourselves  in  com- 
munication with  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  we  have  told  them  that  we  are 
perfectly  ready  to  hand  over  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  education  of  these  Poor  Law 
children  to  them ;  but  difficulties  have 
amen  in  connection  with  the  subject  over 
which  I  have  no  control,  and  there  the 
matter  remains  at  present.  So  far  as  the 
Local  Government  Board  is  concerned, 
we  are  prepared  and  ready  to  put  the  in- 
spection of  the  education  of  these  children 
in  the  hands  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  who  introduced 
the  motion,  and  who  moved  the  reduction 
of  my  salary — I  am  glad  to  say  by  an 
insignificant  amount  —  commenced  by 
referring  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
which  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
whole  question  connected  with  the  Poor 
Law  schools  of  the  metropolis.  He  dealt 
at  some  length  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee,  and  he  referred  to  the 
condemnation  of  the  barrack  schools,  with 
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which  I  entirely  agree.  We  have  had 
two  or  three  exhaustive  debates  on  this 
subject  already,  and  there  is  absolutely  no 
difference  of  opinion  between  us.  But 
then  the  hon.  Member  went  on  to  say : 
"  Here  are  all  these  evils  put  before  the 
House  over  and  over  again,  and  practi- 
cally nothing  whatever  has  been  done." 
As  to  that  I  must  differ  from  him.  As  I 
have  been  challenged  on  the  point,  it  will 
be  my  duty  to  state  as  briefly  as  I  can 
what  really  has  been  done  with  regard  to 
the  partial  adoption  of  the  recommenda- 
tions contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  to  which  he  has  referred.  As 
soon  as  I  succeeded  to  the  charge  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  one  of  the  first 
duties  I  undertook  was  to  enquire  into 
this  question,  and  the  conclusion  I  came  to 
was  that  the  proposal  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  recommending  that  the  charge 
of  the  Poor  Law  schools  in  the  metro- 
polis should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  an 
entirely  new  Department  was  one  which 
it  would  be  unwise  and  injudicious  to 
adopt.  I  arrived  also  at  the  conclusion 
that  with  regard  to  certain  classes  of 
children — children  suffering  from  various 
diseases  and  infirmities — it  was  very 
desirable  that  they  should  all  be  treated 
by  one  central  authority,  instead  of  being 
treated  in  different  districts ;  and  we  pro- 
ceeded to  take  measures  to  do  that,  the 
central  authority  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose, after  a  great  deal  of  consideration, 
being  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. 
The  great  complaint  of  the  hon.  Member 
is  the  barrack  system.  The  barrack 
system  has  grown  up  out  of  the  five 
metropolitan  school  districts.  The  hon. 
Member  says  we  have  done  nothing  in  this 
matter.  Since  I  have  been  at  the  Local 
Government  Board,  of  those  five  districts 
we  have  dissolved  two.  These  things  are 
not  to  be  dissolved  in  a  moment,  with  all 
the  arrangements  which  they  have  for 
educating  pauper  children,  and  all  the 
moneys  they  have  expended  in  building 
and  one  thing  and  another.  Considering 
the  time  that  we  have  been  at  the  Local 
Government  Board,  it  is  going  too  far  to 
say  that  we  have  done  nothing. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH:  I  do  not 
say  that. 

!  Mr.  CHAPLIN:  The  hon.  Member 
has  said  over  and  over  again  "  practically 
nothing  has  been  done."  I  will  tell  him 
what  has  been  done.  I  speak  of  the  five 
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unions  of  the  South  Metropolitan  District, 
comprising  the  Unions  of  Camberwell, 
Greenwich,  St.  Olave's,  Stepney,  and 
Woolwich.  By  the  dissolution  of  that 
district  2,841  children  had  been  provided 
for:  692  in  Camberwell,  801  Green- 
wich, 670  in  St.  Olave's,  326  in  Stepney, 
and  352  children  at  Woolwich.  I  do  not 
say  that  all  these  arrangements  have 
been  completed  at  present,  but  very  con- 
siderable progress  has  been  made,  as  the 
Committee  will  perceive  in  a  moment. 
With  regard  to  Camberwell,  we  have 
sanctioned  the  purchase  of  twenty 
scattered  homes,  which  are  to  contain 
fifteen  children ;  so  at  once  there  is 
provision  made  for  300  children  out 
of  that  692.  In  addition  to  that,  there  is 
to  be  a  central  Cottage  Home  adjacent,  to 

Erovide  for  200  more.  The  site  for  this 
ome  has  been  approved  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  it  is  a  site  having 
buildings  upon  it  which  can  be  adapted 
to  this  purpose.  That  provides  for  500 
children,  and  leaves  192  still  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  Upon  that  subject  we  are  in 
communication  at  this  moment  with  the 
Board  of  Guardians  as  to  how  they  will 
provide  for  these.  They  propose  to  do 
that  by  the  purchase  of  ten  more 
scattered  homes,  each  to  contain  fifteen 
children.  In  Greenwich  we  have  801 
children,  and  the  guardians  there  propose 
to  buy,  to  begin  with,  six  freehold  houses 
for  separate  homes  in  Culvert  Road,  each 
house  to  contain  ten  children,  and  then 
they  propose  to  purchase  65  acres  of  land 
for  Cottage  Homes.  This  land  is  situated 
at  a  place  called  Sidcup.  The  remainder 
is  to  be  provided  for  by  boarding  out. 
With  regard  to  St.  Olave's,  there  are  670 
children  to  be  provided  for.  The 
guardians  there  have  proposed  to  purchase 
cites  for  their  accommodation,  but  the 
price  asked  for  the  land  is  so  extremely 
high,  £357  an  acre,  that  we  have  asked 
for  further  explanations  as  to  the  kind  of 
site,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  has  not  yet 
given  its  sanction  for  the  purchase  of  that 
land.  Then  we  have  Stepney,  with  326 
children ;  they  are  asking  now  for  permis- 
sion to  purchase  a  site  in  Essex  on  which 
to  provide  for  Cottage  Homes,  with 
15  in  each  house,  and  they  have  provided 
for  the  remaining  260  children  by  propos- 
ing to  make  four  blocks  containing  60 
children  each.  The  purchase  of  this  site 
has  been  approved  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  the  plans  are  being 
prepared  at  this  present  moment.  With 
Mr.  Chaplin. 


regard  to  the  merits  of  scattered  homes, 
blocks,  and  cottage  homes,  it  will  be  more 
convenient,  perhaps,  if  I  express  my 
views  upon  that  at  a  later  stage  in  the 
evening.  With  regard  to  the  Union  of 
Woolwich,  where  352  children  are  to  be 
provided  for,  the  purchase  of  a  site  of  31 
acres  of  land  at  Plumstead  has  been 
authorised  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  it  is  proposed  to  accommo- 
,  date  the  children  by  building  small 
]  blocks  to  contain  40  children  each,  and 
|  some  will  be  provided  for  in  detached 
homes  containing  fifteen  each.  I  have 
not  seen  the  plans  of  these  yet,  but  we  are 
informed  that  we  may  expect  them 
almost  directly.  The  hon.  Member  says 
that  we  have  done  nothing,  but  I  think 
that  he  will  admit  at  all  events  that  some 
progress  has  been  made  for  providing  for 
the  children  in  that  particular  Union. 
But  we  also  have  to  provide  for  a  special 
class.  Five  classes  of  children  are  to  be 
taken  charge  of  in  future  by  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board  —  ophthalmic 
children,  800;  children  suffering  from 
ringworm,  400 ;  convalescent  children, 
360;  children  defective  in  intellect,  60; 
and  remand  children,  273. 

Mr.  FLOWER :  Is  that  table  up  to 
date  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  believe  so.  Then, 
with  regard  to  the  ophthalmic  children, 
two  sites  have  been  acquired — oneat  Brent- 
wood, in  Essex,  and  one  at  Swanley,  in 
Kent — on  which  schools  are  to  be  built 
for  their  accommodation.  It  is  proposed 
to  establish  the  children  suffering  from 
ringworm  in  the  girls'  school  at  Banstead, 
which  will  accommodate  them  extremely 
well.  This  property  has  recently  been 
acquired  by  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board.  In  regard  to  convalescents,  there 
has  been  provided  a  home  at  Heme  Bay 
for  134,  a  home  at  Margate  for  91,  aod 
arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
accommodation  of  100  at  another  place. 
For  children  who  are  mentally  defec- 
tive, two  houses,  one  of  which 
is  at  Peckham,  have  been  provided, 
which  will  accommodate  20  each,  and 
provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  others  ; 
and  for  remands  one  house  has  been 
bought  at  Camberwell  and  another  will 
be  purchased  at  Hampstead  which  will 
accommodate  50  each.  The  difficulty 
which  has  arisen  with  regard  to  this 
class  of  children  is  that  they  must  be 
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within  reasonable  reach  of  the  Court  to 
which  the  children  will  have  to  be  brought 
back.  That  difficulty  has  been  sur- 
mounted by  an  agreement  between  the 
guardians  and  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  and  the  police  by  which  they  will 
undertake  to  convey  them  to  the  Court 
when  required.  The  school  managers  of 
the  district  have  agreed  to  sell  to  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  their 
property  at  Sutton  and  Banstead,  and  in 
that  way  I  think  we  have  satisfactorily 
disposed  of  the  state  of  things  under 
which  the  barrack  system  flourished  in  the 
past  We  have  also  provided  accommoda- 
tion at  other  places.  I  come  now 
to  some  other  questions  which  have 
been  raised  in  this  discussion,  and  in 
particular  to  the  system  of  "boarding- 
out."  It  is  a  practice  I  have  adopted 
myself,  and  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  no  objection  to  it ;  on  the  contrary 
we  have  always  advocated  it.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  that  there  are  two  great 
difficulties  in  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion ;  the  difficulty  of  proper  inspection  1 
and  the  difficulty  of  getting  good  foster  1 

C rents.  With  regard  to  the  first  we 
ve  been  rather  blamed,  but  I  am  not  | 
altogether  my  own  master  in  this  matter, 
and  when  I  ask  for  more  inspectors  there 
k  always  a  fight  with  another  portion  of 
the  Government.  But  we  have  an  addi- 
tional staff  of  inspectors,  and,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  must  say  that  I  am  in 
utter  ignorance  as  to  the  way  in  which 
these  inspectors  have  been  guilty  of 
failure  or  neglect  of  duty.  I  believe  I 
am  correct  in  saying  -that  they  have 
performed  their  duties  with  satisfaction 
to  us.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
scattered  homes,  the  Committee  will  per- 
oeive,  by  the  permission  we  have  given 
to  the  district  of  Camberwell,  that  there 
is  no  disinclination  whatever  on  the  part 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  give 
that  system  a  fair  trial.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested by  one  hon.  Member  that  it  has 
been  tried  with  complete  success  at 
Bedford,  Bath,  and  Sheffield. 

Mr.  FLOWER :  I  expressly  excepted 
Sheffield. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  sorry  I  did  not 
hear  that,  because  with  regard  to  Sheffield 
we  have  some  very  unsatisfactory  reports 
indeed.  What  I  do  want  to  impress  upon 
the  House  is  this,  that  if  we  have  not  been 
able  to  accept  all  the  propositions  that 


have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  future 
of  these  children,  it  is  because  a  very 
grave  responsibility  rests  upon  us.  For 
my  part,  I  can  conceive  nothing  more  un- 
happy, or  more  to  be  commiserated,  in 
regard  to  some  poor  unfortunate  child 
J  than  that  it  should  be  relegated  to  some 
!  scattered  home,  free   altogether  from 
I  inspection,  where  it  might  possibly  be 
living  unhappily,  and,  as  often  might  be 
the  case,  where  it  was  unkindly  treated, 
i  and  regarded  solely  as  something  out  of 
!  which  a  profit  ought  to  be  made,  rather 
than  that  the  child  should  be  brought  up 
,  with  advantage  to  itself.    But  human 
\  nature  is  human  nature  after  all,  and  un- 
less these  people  are  most  carefully 
watched  something  of  that  kind  is  sure 
to  happen ;  and  I  think  the  Committee 
will  understand  that  if  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  do  not  jump  at  these  pro- 
posals as  some  hon.  Members  think  we 
ought  to  do,  it  is  because  we  do  not  want 
to  relegate  these  poor  little  souls  to 
homes  of  that  kind.  For  my  own  part,  after 
a  very  careful  personal  inspection  of  many 
of  these  homes,  I  have  always  regarded 
the  cottage  home  system  with  great 
favour.    Something  has  been  said  in  the 
course  of  this  debate  about  industrial 
training,  and  the  necessity  for  promoting 
it  amongst  these  children.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  anything  which  oii^ht  to  be 
fostered  more  than  that,  for  it  is  a  real 
way  of  educating  these  children  so  as 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  making 
provision  for  themselves  in  after  life. 
Industrial    training  is  most  carefully 
attended  to  at  these  cottage  homes,  and, 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  seen  the  actual 
results  of  the  training  at  some  of  the 
cottage  homes  under  the  control  of  the 
South  Metropolitan  School  Managers,  I 
think  he  would  be  most  agreeably  sur- 
prised, and  he  would  be  led  to  form  the 
opinion  which  I  hold  myself,  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  system 
of  keeping  these  children  in  cottage 
homes.    Another  question  has  been  raised 
upon  which  the  conduct  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  been  very  much 
criticised.    We  have  been  condemned  in 
some  quarters  because  we  have  sanctioned 

E revision  being  made  for  the  children  who 
ave  been  displaced  by  the  closing  of  the 
South  Metropolitan  Schools  District  under 
the  block  system.  Under  that  system  the 
number  of  children  under  one  manage- 
ment is  to  be  limited  to  300,  and  they  are 
to  be  accommodated  in  different  blocks  of 
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not  more  than  60  in  each.  I  confess  that, 
as  a  general  rule,  I  should  have  preferred 
cottage  homes  wherever  they  are 
possible,  although  I  have  seen  some  very 
remarkable  instances  of  success  in 
connection  with  the  block  system.  The 
girls  school  at  Banstead  was  conducted  on 
that  principle,  and  I  never  saw  in  my  life 
an  establishment  which  filled  me  with 
more  admiration,  and  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be  better  conducted,  or  which  pro- 
duced better  practical  results,  which  is 
the  very  best  test  of  the  successful  man- 
agement of  an  institution  of  that  kind, 
There  you  have  a  number  of  children  to 
provide  for,  and  your  great  object  ought 
to  be  to  bring  them  up  at  your  school  so 
that  they  would  be  able  to  provide  for 
themselves  happily  and  comfortably  in 
after  life.  In  this  institution,  after  the 
very  closest  and  most  careful  examination 
of  what  was  going  on,  I  asked  the  lady 
manager  if,  when  these  children  left  her, 
she  could  get  good  places  for  them,  and 
she  replied,  "  I  have  not  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  the  world  ;  in  fact,  I  cannot 
keep  pace  with  the  demand  ;  everybody 
wants  the  girls  from  my  establishment." 
She  told  me  that  the  year  before  last  she 
had  received  over  1,000  applications  for 
girls  as  servants,  and  she  was  not  able  to 
supply  more  than  150.  I  want  to  know 
if  you  can  have  a  more  successful  bringing 
up  of  Poor  Law  children  than  that  1  In 
the  face  of  that  fact,  and  also  in  the  face 
of  the  statement  made  by  the  boards  of 
guardians,  that  not  only  did  they  prefer  the 
blocks,  but  that  they  also  found  that  their 
expenditure  would  be  very  considerably 
less  than  it  would  be  by  the  provision  of 
cottage  homes,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  should  have  no  right,  and  should 
not  be  justified,  in  forcing  upon  them  my 
own  particular  view  in  the  face  of  all  they 
had  said  to  me,  and  in  the  face  of  such 
results  as  I  have  described  which  had 
followed  as  a  result  of  the  block  system. 
But  there  is  also  this  to  be  said — that  I 
might  have  had  very  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  enforcing  my  views  upon  them  if 
they  had  rejected  them.  It  is  quite  true 
that  I  could  have  refused  my  sanction  to 
any  plans  or  proposals  to  which  I 
objected,  but  the  result  of  that  would 
have  been  to  have  brought  us  to  an  abso- 
lute deadlock.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Bradford  has  asked  me  when  the  Sutton 
schools  will  be  closed.  In  reply,  I  may 
say  that  they  will  be  closed  as  soon  as  the 
new  accommodation  is  provided.  How 
Mr.  Chaplin, 


soon  that  will  be  it  is  not  in  my*  power  to 
say,  but  I  may  tell  the  hon.  Member  this 
— that  I  never  lose  an  opportunity  of 
pressing  upon  all  parties  concerned  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  this  new- 
accommodation  at  as  early  a  date  as 
!  possible.  With  regard  to  emigration,  I 
]  may  say  that  the  Local  Government 
1  Board  do  all  in  their  power  to  further  that 
I  system,  and  we  never  refuse  our  assist- 
i  ance  to  an  application  for  emigration  from 
any  board  of  guardians  in  the  country 
unless  it  be  under  circumstances  which  we 
think  might  be  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
the  child.  We  are,  however,  obliged  to 
insist  upon  a  certain  condition  with 
regard  to  inspection  up  to  the  age  of  16, 
and  we  insist  that  there  should  be  an 
inspection  every  year.  The  Canadian 
Government  have  objected  to  the  cost  of 
this,  which,  in  consequence,  falls  upon  the 
guardians,  and  probably  it  is  owing  to 
this — to  my  great  regret — that  emigra- 
tion to  Canada  has  fallen  off  in  number 
during  the  last  year.  Still,  in  my  judg- 
ment, that  is  far  better  than  that  the 
children  should  go  out  to  Canada  as 
emigrants  to  be  taken  into  service  in 
distant  parts  of  the  Dominion  without 
due  safeguards,  and  every  word  that  I 
use  with  regard  to  children  and  their 
dangerous  position  in  scattered  homes 
tells  with  ten  times  greater  force  with 
regard  to  children  emigrating  to  Canada. 
I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  have 
dealt  with  all  the  various  questions  which 
have  been  raised — or  certainly  with  most 
of  them — in  the  course  of  the  debate 
upon  this  question,  and  I  can  only  assure 
the  Committee  that  this  subject  which  we 
have  been  engaged  in  discussing  this 
afternoon  is  not  only  one  of  which  I  recog- 
nise the  extreme  importance,  but,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  by  the  noble  Lord,  it 
is  one  in  which  I  take  a  deep  personal 
interest  myself.  I  can  also  assure 
hon.  Gentlemen  that,  so  far  as  it  rests 
with  me,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my 
part  to  secure  the  better  education  and 
the  welfare  of  these  children.  There  are 
two  matters  which  had  almost  escaped 
my  memory — one  was  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  vagrant  children.  Perhaps  I 
may  remind  the  Committee  that  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bradford,  with 
the  full  knowledge  and  support  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  introduced  a 
Bill  on  this  subject  last  year  which  would 
have  had  a  very  considerable  effect 
upon  this  question.  It  w 
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stopped  by  the  action  of  the  hon.  I 
Gentleman  opposite,  the  Member  for ' 
Bethnal  Green,  but  the  Government,  if 
it  is  possible  to  find  time,  will  introduce 
a  Bill  on  that  subject  which  will  no  doubt 
be  founded  upon  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member,  and  I  hope  it  may  have  some 
considerable  effect  in  enabling  us  to  solve 
that  question.  There  is  one  other  matter 
which,  for  the  moment,  escaped  my 
memory,  and  that  is  the  question  raised 
by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Derby,  who  spoke  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages  of  the  training  which  is  to 
be  enjoyed  by  Poor  Law  children  on 
the  training-ship  "Exmouth."  With 
that  I  entirely  agree,  and  I  doubt  very 
much  if  among  all  the  different  forms  of 
education  for  Poor  Law  children  there  is 
one  which  is  more  successful  than  the 
education  given  upon  that  ship.  It  per- 
forms a  double  purpose.  We  are  a  great 
naval  nation,  and  our  supremacy  through- 
out the  world  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  depends  upon  our  Navy,  and  our 
Navy  depends  upon  our  having  a  sufficient 
number  of  seamen.  Therefore,  when  our 
Poor  Law  children  are  sent,  as  they  are 
at  the  prosent  moment,  on  training  ships, 
a  double  purpose  is  fulfilled.  Children 
are  brought  up  there  more  happily,  more 
healthily,  and  under  circumstances  more 
desirable  perhaps  than  any  other  system 
of  Poor  Law  education ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  it  trains  a  race  of  sailors  who 
may  be  most  useful  to  their  country  in 
after  life.  My  hon.  friend  appeals  to  me 
to  do  my  utmost  to  extend  that  system. 
That  is  my  desire,  and  it  is  also  my 
intention,  and  I  hope  no  distant  timo  may 
elapse  before  we  may  have,  not  one,  but 
many  ships  performing  a  similar  duty  and 
working  under  similar  conditions.  I 
thank  the  Committee  for  allowing  me  to 
dwell  at  so  much  length  upon  this 
question,  which  was  so  exhaustively 
debated  upon  a  former  occasion,  and  I 
hope  that,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I 
have  dealt  with  nearly  all  the  questions 
put  before  me. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  :  I  beg  to  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  my  motion  for  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 
Original  question  again  proposed. 

MR.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon  &c  ): 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  question 
which  I  have  already  pressed  on  the 


|  Local  Government  Board.  I  should  like  to 
I  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  now  prepared  to  take  some  step  to  put 
into  operation  the  clause  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  of   1888   which  em- 
powers him  to  delegate  certain  functions 
of  his  Board  to   the   county  councils. 
This  question  has  been  very  carefully 
considered  by  the   county  councils  in- 
dividually and  by  the  County  Councils 
Association,  and   the  latter  body  has 
drafted  a  scheme  and  submitted  it  to  the 
i  Local  Government  Board.    That  scheme 
has  been  considered  by  a  Committee 
appointed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  to  consider  the  arrears  of  work. 
The  Local  Government  Board  has,  year 
by  year,  had  an  increasing  amount  of 
work  cast  upon  it  by  legislation,  and,  to 
show  the  importance  of  this  matter,  the 
scheme  of  the  County  Councils  Associa- 
tion   proposes    to   delegate  something 
like  112    powers,    mostly  exceedingly 
trivial,  to  the  county  councils.  These 
powers  include  the  question  of  altering 
the  boundaries  of  parishes,  of  fixing  the 
names  of  district  councils,  and  of  de- 
ciding on  the  tolls  and  dates  of  fairs,  and 
similar  small  matters.    I  think  all  these 
powers  could  very  well  be  delegated  to 
the  county  councils.  Boundary  questions, 
for  instance,  take  up  a  lot  of  the  time  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  as  the 
chiefs  of  the  staff  find  it  quite  impossible 
to  give  attention  to  insignificant  little 
matters  of  purely  local  moment,  although 
of  importance  to  the  parish,  they  are 
neglected.    The  departmental  committee 
proposed  to  meet  the  difficulty  of  coping 
with  the  work  by  increasing  the  clerical 
staff.    That,  I  suggest,  is  not  the  way  to 
deal  with  it,  for  in  that  case  the  duties 
would  be  left  in  the  hands  of  inex- 
perienced persons,  who  would  be  unable 
to  grasp  those  principles  which  make 
efficient  administrators  of  local  affairs. 
Seeing  that  this  Act  was  passed  eleven 
years  ago,  is  it  not  time  that  something 
was  done  in  this  matter  ?    I  know  it  is 
very  difficult  to  persuade  a  Department  to 
rid  itself  of  any  portion  of  its  work.  But 
is  not  this  rather  a  matter  for  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  than 
for  a  departmental  committee  ?  May 
I    suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  a    Parliamentary  Committee 
might    be    appointed    with   a  view 
to    developing    some  scheme  for  put- 
ting this  clause  into  operation.  Again, 
I  may  suggest  that  if,  in  parts  of  Engfand, 
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there  are  difficulties  in  the  way,  owing  to 
the  position  of  non-county  boroughs,  the 
experiment  might  well  be  tried  in  other 
parts  where  such  difficulties  are  non- 
existent. Wales  certainly  offers  such  a 
field.  Welsh  county  councils  are  practi- 
cally unanimous  in  desiring  the  proposed 
change,  and  if  the  experiment  were  tried 
there  and  proved  successful,  then  it  could 
lie  extended  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
As  to  the  case  of  non-county  boroughs,  I 
don't  know  whether  there  is  any  real 
difficulty  beyond  that  raised  by  the 
official  element — by,  for  instance,  the 
town  clerks.  I  think  that  if  it  were  left 
to  the  county  councils  themselves  they 
would  promptly  give  effect  to  the.  clause. 

•Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  (Kent, 
Tunbridg^) :  I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
a  matter  which  has  excited  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  the  country.  It  is 
one  concerning  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Law,  and  it  affects  the  question  of 
adequate  religious  ministration  in  work- 
houses. There  can  be  no  doubt  there 
has  been  a  determined  attempt  to  prevent 
the  appointment  of  workhouse  chaplains, 
and  in  consequence  a  large  number  of 
the  inmates  of  our  unions  are  deprived  of 
the  proper  means  of  spiritual  support  and 
help.  1  complain,  first,  of  the  failure  of 
boards  of  guardians  in  a  great  many 
unions  to  appoint  chaplains;  and,  secondly, 
of  the  failure  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  carry  out  the  law  on  this  point. 
I  may  remind  the  Committee  that  by  the 
Poor  Law  Act,  1834,  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, whose  successors  are  the  Local 
Government  Board,  were  empowered  to 
appoint  paid  officers,  and  these  were 
defined  to  include  clergymen.  The  Act 
did  not  lay  it  down  definitely  that  a 
clergyman  or  chaplain  should  be  appointed 
in  every  case,  but  four  years  after  it  was 
passed  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
issued  a  circular  in  which  they  said  it  was 
the  duty  of  boards  of  guardians  to  appoint 
chaplains  in  every  case.  They  said,  in 
effect,  the  Commissioners  think  such  an 
appointment  is  in  all  cases  necessary  : 
first  of  all  for  the  superintending  of  the 
moral  and  religious  state  of  the  inmates 
generally  ;  secondly,  for  the  direction  of 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  children  ; 
and  thirdly,  for  the  administration  of 
spiritual  counsel  to  the  aged,  infirm,  and 
sick.  In  the  year  1847  the  Poor  Law  Board 
issued  a  general  order  that  no  chaplain, 
whenever  a  vacancy  occurred,  was  to  be 
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appointed  without  the  consent  of  the 
Bishop.  Therefore  it  is  established  that 
under  the  existing  law  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  board  of  guardians  to  appoint  a 
chaplain  for  every  workhouse.  It  is  very 
important  that  that  should  be  done  to 
provide  for  the  spiritual  health  and  com- 
fort of  these  poor  people.  That  has  been 
the  law  ever  since  the  Act  of  1834  was 
passed  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  law 
is  constantly  evaded.  I  find  from  the 
Poor  Law  Report  of  last  year  that  there 
are  650  unions,  with  674  workhouses  ; 
but  there  are  only  571  chaplains,  and 
therefore  it  is  clear  that  there  are  over  a 
hnndred  workhouses  without  any  chaplain 
at  all. 


Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  Does 
include  voluntary  chaplains  ? 


that 


•Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  :  I  am 
speaking  of  the  paid  and  regularly  ap- 
pointed chaplains.  In  Lancashire  there 
are  ten  workhouses  out  of  twenty-three 
without  chaplains,  in  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  twenty-one  out  of  thirty-five,  and 
in  Cornwall  outofthirteen unions  there isno 
chaplain  at  all.  I  can  appreciate  the  point 
of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  that  there 
are  volunteer  chaplains  or  other  means  by 
which  spiritual  ministrations  may  be 
given  to  the  paupers  ;  but  I  submit  that 
that  is  not  a  proper  fulfilling  of  the  spiri- 
tual work  of  the  workhouses.  A  clergy- 
man should  be  duly  appointed  to  devote 
his  whole  time  to  the  work,  and  if  that  is 
notdone  the  law  is  evaded.  I  go  further  and 
say  that  there  are  several  instances  where 
no  provision  whatever  has  been  made  for 
religious  ministrations  in  the  workhouses. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  Notting- 
ham, where  there  was  no  chaplain  for  ten 
months,  and  the  inspector  complained  that 
the  inmates  were  dying  without  any  reli- 
gious ministration  at  all.  In  the  following 
year  the  master  of  the  workhouse  made  a 
similar  complaint ;  and  no  provision  from 
that  day  to  this  has  ever  been  made  for 
the  inmates  of  that  workhouse  who  belong 
to  the  Church  of  England,  although  they 
are  in  a  large  majority.  It  is  true  that  a 
clergyman  from  a  neighbouring  parish 
has  been  allowed  to  come  in  at 
four  o'clock  on  Sunday  afternoon  to 

five  religious  ministration,  but  that  is  the 
our  when  able-bodied  inmates  go  out  for 
exercise.  What  has  happened  in  the  case 
of  the  Nottingham  Union  has  happened 
in  many  other  cases.  I  do  not  wish  to 
treat  this  matter  in  any  sectional  spirit ; 
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but  I  say  that,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
guardians  to  appoint  chaplains,  and  the 
failure  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
carry  out  the  law,  we  are  running  a  very 
great  risk  that  in  these  workhouses  no 
adequate  or  proper  religious  ministra- 
tions are  provided  at  all.  Moreover, 
in  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
boards  of  guardians  have  made  direct 
infractions  of  the  law.  At  Nottingham, 
for  instance,  instead  of  a  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England,  a  Dissenting  layman 
was  appointed.  No  doubt  every  provi- 
sion is  made  to  secure  religious  liberty, 
but  the  law  contemplates  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  chaplain  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  ministers  of  all  denomina- 
tions are  quite  properly  allowed  to  visit 
the  workhouses. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  On  the  cheap. 

•Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  :  By 
the  rules  of  the  Poor  Law  Board  minis- 
ters of  all  religious  denominations  are 
allowed  to  go  into  the  workhouses  to  give 
ministrations  to  the  members  of  their 
own  creed  and  to  instruct  the  children  ; 
but  what  I  am  complaining  of  is  that 
in  a  great  many  cases  the  boards  of 
guardians  have  made  special  provision 
tor  various  religious  bodies,  and  have 
directly  excluded  all  provision  for  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  England.  I 
will  take  the  case  of  Abergavenny,  in 
the  county  of  Monmouth.  Here  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Church  of  England  applied  to 
have  the  right  to  come  into  the  work- 
house, without  any  remuneration,  to  have 
service  on  Sunday,  and  Holy  Com- 
munion on  Easter  Day,  but  he  was 
not  allowed  to  do  so  unless  he  would 
consent  to  join  in  a  rota  with  other 
ministers  of  different  creeds.  At  the 
same  time  when  a  Roman  Catholic  priest 
made  a  similar  application  he  was  allowed 
to  do  so.  I  ask  why  these  religious  dis- 
abilities are  placed  on  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  England,  who  are  in  the  vast 
majority,   when  special  privileges  are 

f'ven  to  the  ministers  of  other  creeds, 
say  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  make  inquiry,  and 
if  the  law  is  broken  to  see,  at  all  events, 
that  no  further  disability  is  placed  on  the 
ministers  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Let  me  give  another  case.  It  has  been  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  that  ministers  of  various 
creeds  may  go  into  workhouses  and  give 
ministration  to  those  who  belong  to  their 
creed.  Nobody  is  compelled  to  attend  any 


service  which  is  not  of  his  particular 
denomination.     But  there  are  various 
cases  where  the  children  of  Church  of 
England  parents  in  workhouses  have  beeri 
compelled  to  go  to  what  are  called  unde- 
nominational services.    In  South  Shields, 
for  instance,  all  the  children  have  been 
compelled  to  attend  the  service  of  a  body 
called  the  Sunday  School  Union — an  un- 
denominational body.    The  matter  was 
brought  before  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  that  Board  rather  characteris- 
tically stated  that  they  hoped  the  Church- 
men  interested   would   not  press  the 
case.    The  case  was  prossed,  and  the 
Board  wrote  a  letter  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  there  was  no  evidence  that 
the  children  were  compelled  to  attend  a 
religious  service  not  of  their  own  creed, 
because,  they  said,  the  service  was  not 
religious.    A  similar  case  occurred  at  St. 
Asaph,  where  the  children  were  compelled 
to  attend  an  undenomonational  service. 
There  the  Local  Government  Board  took 
a  very  different  line,  and  wrote  a  letter 
in  which  they  laid  it  down  that  even 
although  the  service  might  be  called 
undenominational,  if  it  was  given  by  any 
minister  of  any  denomination  it  would  be 
regarded  as  a  service  of  that  denomination, 
and  that  therefore  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
was  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  intention 
of  the  Act.    I  ask,  Is  it  fair  to  Church  of 
England  parents  that  their  children  should 
be  compelled  to  be  sent  to  services  to 
which  they  do  not  give  their  assent  1  I 
will  give  another  instance.  At  St.  Albans 
all  the  children  in  the  workhouse  have 
bcon  compelled  to  attend  Dissenting  ser- 
vices in  the  Union  chapel.    The  Local 
Government  Board  in  this  case  acted  with 
|  greater  bravery,  and   ordered  that  the 
,  children  who  were  on  the  Church  of'  Eng- 
•  land  register  should  not  be  compelled  to 
I  attend  the  service.    The  Board  of  Guar- 
I  dians,  however,  refused  to  carry  out  the 
j  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
|  although  only  ono  of  the  children  was  a 
j  Dissenter,  all  the  rest  belonging  to  tho 
!  Church  of  England.     I  do  not  want  to 
,  deal  with  this  matter  in  any  narrow  or 
\  bigoted  spirit,  but  I  say  we  are  running 
great    danger.     We  aro  running  very 
great    danger    of     two    things — first, 
;  of  compelling  the   children  of  Church 
of    England    parents,    contrary   to  all 
;  their  principles  of  religious  liberty,  to 
attend  services  which  are  disapproved  of 


by  the  parents,  and, 
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failure  to  appoint  chaplains,  of  providing, 
in  many  cases,   no  sufficient  religious 
instruction  for  these  inmates.    I  venture 
to  think  this  is  a  matter  which  demands 
the  prompt  attention  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.    Not  only  is  it  the  law  that 
there  should  be  chaplains  appointed  in 
workhouses,  but  it  is  also  the  law  that 1 
there  should  be  chaplains  appointed  in 
prisons  for  convicts.    In  the  case  of  work- 1 
houses  the  matter  is  left  to  the  board  of  i 
guardians   and   the   l-iocal   Government  j 
Board.    In  the  case  of  prisons  it  is  left  to  ■ 
the  Home  Office.    I  have  shown  that  in  : 
the  case  of  workhouses  the  law  is  rarely 
carried  out  at  all,  and  the  conditions  , 
under  which  chaplains  have  to  work  are  j 
often  unsatisfactory.    Every  single  prison 
is  provided  for,  whereas  a  great  number 
of  workhouses  are  not  provided  for  at  all. 
I  venture  to  think  that  the  results  which 
have  been  obtained,  and  obtained  quietly, 
without  any  sectional  animosity,  in  our 
prison  and  convict  establishments  ought 
to  be  obtained  also  in  tho  workhouses. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed  : 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries),  be  reduced  by  £150, 
in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board." — (Mr  Griffith- 
Boscawcn.) 

LordE.  FITZMAURICE:  I  do  not 
desire  to  follow  my  hon.  friend  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House  into  the 
various  questions  of  detail  with  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  chaplains  which  he  | 
has  raised,  because  each  turns  upon  the 
particular  facts  of  the  case  which  are  , 
known  to  him  ;  but  I  am  anxious  to  say 
something  with  regard  to  the  very  im- 
portant  matter  which  was  raised  by  my 
friend    the    Member    for    Carnarvon  j 
Boroughs — I  mean  in  regard  to  the  various  ; 
proposals  which  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  to  try  and  carry  out  the  clause  of  | 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1888,  which  , 
proposed   to   delegate   a  considerable 
amount  of  the    powers  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  in  matters  of  detail, 
to  the  county  councils.     There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  that  proposal  at  the  time 
excited  a  very  wide  feeling  of  interest  in 
the  country.     I  recollect  very  well  the 
interest  it  excited  on  this  side  of  the 
House.    I  was  not  a  Member  at  the  time 
that  this  Bill  passed  into  law,  but  I  know 
there  was  no  portion  of  the  Bill  which 
excited  so  great  an  amount  of  interest  as 
that  clause.  The  year  after  it  became  law, 
a  Committee  of  this  House  was  appointed 
to  examine  the  question,  and  a  Provisional 

Mr.  Grijfitli-Boscawcn. 


Order  was  presented  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  laid  on  the  table 
of  this  House,  proposing  to  carry  out  the 
terms  of  the  clause  in  question,  and  it 
was  referred  to  that  Committee,  which,  if 
I  recollect  rightly,  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Stansfeld,  who  had  been  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  pos- 
sessed a  knowledge  of  local  government 
law  second  to  no  man  in  the  country.  A 
strong  opposition  had  just  begun  to  show 
itself  for  the  first  time,  and  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  wise  to  withdraw  the 
Provisional  Order.  Subsequently  the 
County  Councils  Association,  hoping  that 
these  passions — if  I  may  call  them  so — 
would  subside,  brought  forward  a  very 
carefully  prepared  scheme.  Communica- 
tions followed  between  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  the  County  Councils 
Association  and  the  association  represent- 
ing non-county  boroughs,  and  the  result 
was  the  appointment  of  a  Departmental 
Committee.  There,  I  regret  to  say,  these 
difficulties  again  arose.  They  were  found 
not  to  have  diminished  by  time,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  have  increased,  because  a 
considerable  number  of  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment were  passed  conferring  fresh  powers 
on  the  county  councils,  and  with  regard 
to  nearly  all  of  these  matters  ques- 
tions of  difference — greater  or  less, 
according  to  circumstances — arose  be- 
tween the  county  councils  and  the 
non-county  boroughs,  and  in  nearly  all 
those  cases,  I  regret  to  say,  those  differ- 
ences have  continued,  and  hardly  in  one 
of  them  has  a  satisfactory  settlement  been 
arrived  at.  The  Committee  was  presided 
over  by  Sir  John  Hibbert,  for  many  years 
a  Member  of  this  House,  and  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  one  occa- 
sion, and  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  on 
another ;  and  if  thero  was  one  man  in  the 
country  who  could  have  brought  these 
difficulties  to  a  satisfactory  termination 
Sir  John  Hibbert  was  that  man.  But  his 
efforts,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Committee 
over  which  he  presided,  were  entirely  in- 
effective ;  and  the  result  is  that  the 
matter  remains  exactly  where  it  did. 
My  hon.  friend  has  made  a  suggestion, 
which  may  be  a  practicable  one.  He  says 
that  in  Wales  these  differences  between 
the  county  councils  and  the  non-county 
boroughs  are  not  so  acute  as  they  are,  un- 
fortunately, in  England,  and  possibly  a 
delegation  of  powers  might  be  made  to  a 
particular  county  or  ^roup  of  counties  in 
the  hope  that  conviction  might  be  carried 
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to  the  minds  of  the  non-county  boroughs. 
I  believe  that  the  suspicions  of  the  non- 
county  boroughs  are  founded  upon 
nothing,  and  are  really  matters  of  preju- 
dice. Suspicions  are  excited,  articles  are 
written  in  local  newspapers,  an  ancient 
borough  is  assured  that  the  county 
council  desires  to  control  its  liber- 
ties, when  really  no  such  idea  is  enter- 
tained. However  unreasonable  all  these 
suspicions,  there  they  are,  and  they  are  a 
most  serious  matter.  I  am  not  going  to 
complain  of  the  action  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  knowing  as  I  do  these 
difficulties,  because  hitherto  they  have 
failed  to  solve  this  exceedingly  difficult 
problem,  and  here  I  must  add  that  there 
is  another  difficulty  which  has  not  yet 
been  mentioned.  The  Local  Government 
Board,  Sir  John  Hibbert  stated  only  yes- 
terday at  a  meeting  of  the  County 
Councils  Association,  was  rather  inclined 
to  intimate  to  the  county  councils  that  as 
several  of  these  questions  were  sanitary 
matters,  the  fact  that  such  a  very  small 
number  of  the  county  councils  of  England 
had  appointed  medical  officers  of  health 
was  one  reason  why  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  might  well  hesitate  to  confer 
large  powers  in  regard  to  sanitary  matters. 
The  county  councils  have  the  remedy  in 
regard  to  that  matter  in  their  own  hands. 
I  nave  in  my  own  county  quite  recently 
had  to  fight  this  question  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  medical  officer  of  health,  and  it 
has  been  carried  to  a  successful  issue.  If 
the  county  councils  wish  to  put  them- 
selves right  with  the  public  they  shonld 
appoint  medical  officers  of  health,  and 
thereby  deprive  non-county  boroughs  of 
one  solid  argument  which  they  have  made 

r'nst  the  delegation  of  these  powers  by 
Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University): 
I  wish  to  emphasise  in  a  very  few  words 
the  complaint  which  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Tonbridge  has  made  as  to 
the  treatment  of  some  of  the  poorer  in- 
habitants of  the  country  who  are  obliged 
to  end  their  days  in  workhouses.  It  is  a 
strange  thing  that,  after  having  success- 
fully laboured  for  many  years  to  remove 
religious  disabilities,  we  should  have 
arrived  at  a  time  when  religious  disabili- 
ties are  imposed  on  one  denomination 
only,  viz.,  the  Church  of  England.  I 
will  illustrate  what  I  mean  by  the  case 
of  South  Shields.  In  the  South  Shields 
Union,  all  the  children  (including  Church 
of  England  children)  attend  an  undenomi- 


national service.  Although  there  are  600 
inmates,  the  Guardians  refuse  to  appoint 
and  pay  a  chaplain,  and  there  is  no 
Church  of  England  service  on  Sundays. 
According  to  the  South  Shields  Daily 
Gazette,  at  the  undenominational  service 
for  the  children — 

"  No  religions  teaching  is  introduced,  no 
child  is  compelled  to  attend  ....  no 
creed  or  dogma  or  religions  teaching  of  any 
kind  is  placed  before  the  children  at  these 
meetings." 

I  suppose  some  persons  who  have  studied 
this  question  will  look  upon  this  state  of 
things  as  a  judgment  upon  the  Church  of 
England  for  what,  no  doubt,  was  a  grie- 
vous mistake  on  her  part  in  former  days, 
when  she  denied  to  others  the  liber- 
ties which  she  herself  enjoyed.  The 
conditions  have  remarkably  changed  now, 
but  I  do  not  see  that  that  is  any  reason 
for  acquiescing  in  what  must  be  acknow- 
ledged to  be  an  act  of  real  injustice.  It 
seems  that  now  members  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  workhouses  are  the  only 
people  who  do  not  receive  religious  minis- 
trations from  chaplains  of  their  denomina- 
tion. Members  of  the  Church  of  England 
will  not  be  satisfied  until  the  religious 
grievance  as  to  chaplains  is  removed,  and 
if  not  removed  by  the  action  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  other  steps  must  be 
taken. 

Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.)  :  I  regret  very  much  that  the 
shadow  of  religious  controversy  which 
falls  upon  those  subjects  has  manifested 
itself  in  the  discussion  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  administration  of  the  poor 
law  schools  in  this  House  this  evening. 
My  desire  is  to  emphasise  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  which  has  been 
raised  by  my  hon.  friend.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  Committee  does  not  suffi- 
ciently realise  the  position  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  this  matter  and  the 
work  it  performs.  The  hon.  Gentle 
man  opposite  said  the  amount  of  arrears 
was  simply  appalling.  Reference  has 
been  made  to  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee of  1896,  which  issued  two  reports, 
one  in  1897  and  one  in  June  last  year.  I 
do  not  want  to  weary  the  Committee  with 
many  statistics,  but  I  would  just  lay 
before  them  one  or  two  striking  figures 
bearing  on  the  subject.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  referred  to  the  enormous 
extent  in  which  the  work  had  increased 
during  the  two  or  three  years  mentioned. 
In  1895  the  department  received  and 
registered  119,000  letters,  and  in  1896 
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the  amount  was  168,000.  The  Com- 
mittee also  pointed  out  that  the  number 
of  enquiries  had  increased  in  1896  to 
double  the  amount  it  was  in  1885.  In 
1885  there  wero  2,000,000  inquiries,  in 
1896  6,000,000.  All  these  figures  prove 
that  the  work  in  all  departments  during 
the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  has  more  than 
doubled  itself.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
the  arrears  were  greatest  in  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  that  at  the  end 
of  1896  there  there  were  more  than  100 
cases  awaiting  enquiry,  cases  unallotted 
to  the  inspectors.  The  Committee  recom- 
mended a  reorganisation  of  the  staff,  and 
went  on  to  say  that  it  would  cost  a  great 
deal  of  money,  but  that  they  thought  that 
if  the  country  obtained  prompt  attention 
to  the  work  it  would  not  grudge  the  extra 
amount.  I  doubt  whether  any  reorgani- 
sation will  effectually  cope  with  the 
largely  increased  duties.  The  second 
report,  June,  1898,  referred  to  the  more 
important  question  of  the  devolution 
of  powers  on  the  county  councils.  I 
hardly  think  the  reason  given  by  the 
Committee  when  they  say  they  cannot 
recommend  any  scheme  is  a  sufficient  one. 
They  point  to  the  fact  that  the  Pro- 
visional Order  Bill  of  1889  was  dis- 
cussed by  the  Committee  upstairs,  and 
was  opposed  by  the  opinion  of  the 
parties  generally,  and  that  they  think 
this  opposition  has  not  abated,  but  that 
there  still  continues  a  certain  amount  of 
opposition  to  the  devolution  of  these 
powers  to  the  county  councils.  There 
are,  at  all  events,  three  different  circum- 
stances which  give  to  Wales  a  strong  case 
to  have  these  powers  tried  within  its 
boroughs.  First  of  all,  all  the  Welsh 
county  councils  have  asked  for  a  devolu- 
tion of  the  powers  ;  secondly,  the  Welsh 
county  councils  havo  had  considerable 
experience  of  this  Act ;  thirdly,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Wales  are  different  in  many 
respects  to  those  of  the  rest  of  the 
country  generally,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the 
country  is  ripe  for  this  devolution.  In 
conclusion,  I  will  simply  remind  the  Com- 
mittee of  a  few  words  used  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton in  the  debate  on  this  question  last 
year.    He  said  — 

"Devolution  is  one  of  the  first  questions 
which  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  I  do  not  think 
a  Departmental  Committee  is  the  best  tribunal 
to  which  it  could  be  referred,  but  that  it  should 
l)e  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House." 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts. 


|  I  think  it  is  a  great  pity  such  a  valuable 
|  instruction  should  be  allowed   to  rust 
!  for  want  of  additional  powers.    I  am  glad 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  sympa- 
thetic reply  given  on  this  question  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
■  Local  Government  Board  last  year  and  to- 
|  night.    I  trust  that  during  the  last  twelve 
months   he   has   had  time  and  oppor 
tunity  to  acquire  further  information  as 
to  the  desirability  of  making  this  transfer 
of  powers  to  the  county  councils,  and  that 
he  will  to-night  be  able  to  give  us  a  state- 
ment to  that  effect. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  served 
upon  the  Departmental  Committee 
to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have  been 
asked  to  reply  to  the  observations  made 
by  my  hon.  friend  on  the  other  side. 
My  hon.  friend  said  he  thought  that  a 
Departmental  Committee  was  not  the 
proper  method  by  which  to  consider  this 
question,  and  he  suggested  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  of  Commons 
would  have  done  the  work  better.  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  him  that  he  has  had 
both  a  Departmental  Committee  and  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  con- 
sidered a  special  scheme. 

♦M  r.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  The  first  thing 
that  I  wish  to  impress  on  the  Committee 
is  that  so  far  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  concerned  it  has  been  in  complete 
sympathy  with  the  county  councils, 
j  Everybody  knows  how  wc  are  overbur- 
I  dened  with  work,  and  no  one  knowing 
I  anything  about  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  feeling  the  pressure  there, 
!  could  fail  to  have  great  sympathy 
|  with  the  proposal  to  transfer  work  to 
county  councils  or  to  any  other  body 
capable  of  dealing  with  it.  In  less  than 
a  year  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
1888  a  Provisional  Order  was  made  not 
only  for  the  transference  of  work  from 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  the 
County  Council,  but  also  work  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Home  Office. 
The  Bill  for  the  confirmation  of  the 
Order,  after  second  reading,  went  up 
stairs  to  a  Select  Committee,  who 
heard  evidence  upon  the  subject,  but  that 
Bill  was  so  bitterly  opposed  that  the  Com- 
mittee came  to  the  conclusion  and  re- 
ported  that  in  their  opinion  it  opened  up 
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questions  which  were  beyond  their  power, 
and  that   the  Bill  must  be  abandoned. 
The  real  difficulty  which  the  Committee 
had  to  consider  was  the  bitter  hostility  of  ; 
the  non-county  boroughs  to  any  transfer 
of  powers  to  the  county  councils.    The  1 
Departmental  Committee  was  appointed  j 
originally  to  inquire  into  the  organisa- 
tion  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
it  was  only  after  they  had  been  sitting 
for  some  time  that  the  reference  to  them 
was  extended  so  as  to  include  this  question 
of  devolution.    The  Committee  then  took 
into  consideration  the  question  as  to  how 
far  it  was  possible  to  devolve  on  county 
councils  certain  duties  discharged  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.    A  scheme  was 
submitted,  and  we  examined  witnesses  j 
from  the  County  Councils'  Association,  ! 
from  non  county  lx>roughs,  and  from  urban  ! 
districts,  some  of  the  latter  having  popu-  j 
Iations   greater  than    many  boroughs. 
The  Committee  found  from  the  outset 
that  instead  of  this  feeling  of  hostility  on  1 
the  part  of  non-county  boroughs  having 
disappeared,  if  anything,  it  had  become  j 
intensified  in  the  interim.     Sir  John  i 
Hibbert  then  suggested  as  a  compromise,  • 
and  the  Committee  were   prepared  to 
recommend  that  the  non-county  boroughs  j 
should  be  at  liberty  to  elect  between  the 
Local  GovemmentBoard  and  the  county 
councils.    The  witnesses  would  not  listen 
even  to  that  mild  proposal,  and  speaking 
for  110  non-county  boroughs  and  a  large 
number  of  urban  districts  they  told  the 
Committee  that  they  would  prefer  to  be  l 
under  the  central  authority  rather  than 
the  county  councils.    It  is  not  too  much  1 
to  say  that  every  member  of  the  Depart- 1 
mental  Committee  looked  with  favour  on 
the  principle  of  transfer,  but  in  face  of  j 
the   hostdity    of   the  witnesses    they  j 
were  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  it  | 
would  be  unwise  to  proceed  further.  The 
Committee  were  impressed  all  through 
with  the  idea  that  they  were  not  ap- 
pointed   originally  to   deal    with  the 
question.    In  their  report  they  state— 

"Having  carefully  considered  the  whole 
question,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  opposition  which  prevented  the  passage  of 
the  Bill  has  In  no  way  abated,  and  the  hostility 
of  non-county  boroughs  and  urban  councils  to 
the  transfer  of  powers  to  the  county  councils,  and 
their  preference  for  the  central  authority  was 
declared  by  the  Avitnesses  examined  more 
strongly  even  tlian  in  1889." 
The  Department  then  set  itself  to  find 
what  business  it  could  reasonably  divest 
itself  of  without  legislation,  and  only 


to-day  I  revised  an  order  about  to  be 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
handing  over  to  boards  of  guardians  and 
other  authorities  entire  control  of  no  less 
than  6,000  appointments.  So  far  as  we 
could  we  have  carried  out  the  intention  of 
the  Committee,  and  it  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Committee  or  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  the  question  of 
transfer  was  not  more  favourably  con- 
sidered. As  to  the  proposal  that  devolu- 
tion should  be  tried  with  Welsh  County 
councils  only,  we  have  been  advised  that 
under  section  10  any  transfer  which  took 
place  must  be  general  to  the  whole  of  the 
county  councils  in  England  and  Wales. 
With  regard  to  the  reorganisation  of  the 
staff,  some  rather  hard  words  had  been 
said  about  the  Treasury,  but  I  am  glad  to 
say,  so  far  as  the  recommendations  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  were  concerned, 
they  were  all  accepted  at  once  by  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  got  all  the  Committee  recom- 
mended. Very  great  changes  have  taken 
place  since  then.  The  staff  of  engineers 
has  been  largely  increased,  and  the  num- 
ber of  auditors  has  also  been  increased, 
and  although  I  am  not  able  to  say  that 
the  whole  of  the  arrears  have  been  cleared 
off,  the  most  of  them  have  gone,  and  the 
Department  is  now  in  a  fairly  workable 
condition,  and  the  delay  so  long  complained 
of  has  practically  ceased  to  exist. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Two  speeches  have 
been  delivered  by  the  hon.  Members  for 
Oxford  and  Tunbridge,  to  which  I  am 
bound  in  duty  to  make  a  roply.  I  make 
no  complaint  that  they  have  raised  the 
question  they  did,  because  I  am  sure  we 
are  all  animated  by  the  most  sincere  desire 
for  the  religious  welfare  of  the  inmates  of 
our  workhouses,  and  that  the  Church  of 
England  should  certainly  not  be  placed 
under  any  special  disability  in  regard  to 
the  holding  of  services  in  workhouses.  I 
cannot,  however,  go  as  far  as  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Oxford  University,  who  said  that  the 
time  was  now  near  when  the  Church  of 
England  would  be  the  oidy  denomination 
whose  religious  ceremonies  were  excluded 
from  workhouses.  Nor  is  that  borne  out 
by  the  statement  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Tunbridge,  who  pointed  out  that 
»  out  of  670  workhouses  over  500  have 
chaplains  of  their  own.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber gave  a  number  of  cases  in  support  of 
his  views,  including 
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which  occurred  as  long  ago  as  1882,  but 
I  am  net  in  a  position  to-night  to  deal 
with  the  details  he  has  raised.  The  regu- 
lations cited  by  the  hon.  Member  are 
true,  but  they  have  never  been  enforced 
by  legal  process  since  1887.  The 
remedy  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
is  by  mandamus  or  by  appointing  a 
chaplain  ourselves,  but  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  do  so.  What  happens  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  where  there 
is  no  chaplain  is  that  either  the  Church 
service  is  performed  voluntarily  by  the 
vicar  of  the  parish  or  a  neighbouring 
clergyman,  or  the  inmates  nave  full 
permission  to  leave  the  workhouse  to 
attend  divine  service.  My  hon.  friend 
asks  me  to  enforce  the  appointment  of  a 
chaplain  in  every  case ;  but  what  I  have 
sought  to  do  myself  has  been  to  secure 
the  performance  of  divine  service  by  other 
means  rather  than  by  a  harsh  enforcement 
of  the  law,  which  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
especially  in  districts  largely  peopled  by 
Nonconformists,  would  give  rise  to  bitter 
religious  animosity.  Generally,  I  think 
since  I  have  been  responsible  my  efforts 
have  been  attended  with  not  altogether 
unfavourable  results.  I  have,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  two  or  three  cases  in  hand  at  the 
present  moment,  but  I  have  every  hope 
that  I  shall  succeed  in  bringing  them 
shortly  to  a  satisfactory  determination. 
In  any  event  I  can  assure  my  hon.  friends 
that  I  warmly  sympathise  with  them 
when  they  say  that  the  Church  of  England 
ought  not  to  be  placed  under  any  special 
disability.  There  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  that  point,  and  they  may  be 
assured  that  I  shall  resist  by  every  means 
in  my  power  any  attempt  in  that 
direction. 

•Mb.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye): 
I  desire  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
a  question  somewhat  similar  to  a  question 
which  has  been  already  discussed.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  work  imposed  at  pre- 
sent on  the  Local  Government  Board  is 
practically  overwhelming.  There  are  two 
remedies.  One  is  that  the  Department 
should  no  longer  be  overworked  and 
undermanned,  and  the  other  is  that  there 
should  be  a  certain  devolution  on  the  lines 
suggested  by  two  Committees.  It  might 
be  asked  also  whether  there  is  not  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  work  now  being  done  by 
the  Board  which  might  well  be  abolished. 
One  instance  occurred  in  my  own  consti- 
tuency within  the  last  three  years  in 
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which  the  Local  Government  Board 
undertook  certain  work  which  involved 
the  local  expenditure  of  money  which 
occupied  a  very  considerable  amount  of 
time,  and  was  really  unnecessary.  A 
parish  sought  an  extension  of  its  boun- 
daries, and  wanted  £400  to  enable  it  to 
purchase  additional  land  for  a  burial 
ground,  and  the  Parish  Council  passed  a 
resolution  to  that  effect.  The  parish  gave 
its  assent,  and  the  matter  was  brought 
before  the  County  Council.  Then  in  a  few 
months  an  inspector  was  sent  down  by 
the  Home  Office.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  thought  it  necessary  to  send 
a  second  inspector  in  addition  to  the  one 
sent  by  the  Home  Office.  When  you 
have  two  Departments  like  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Home  Office 
almost  in  the  same  building,  surely  it  is  pos- 
sible for  some  communication  to  take  place 
between  them,  and  some  arrangement 
made  by  which  one  of  them  might  have 
sent  down.  The  effect  of  that  course  not 
being  pursued  was  that  the  parish  had  to 
bear  the  cost  of  both  inquiries.  It  was 
not  a  large  parish,  but  there  were  two 
inquiries,  one  of  which  was  wholly  un- 
necessary, and  which  might  have  been 
avoided  by  a  little  judicious  management. 
Upon  a  former  occasion  I  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  this  matter,  and  he  made 
a  sort  of  half-promise  that  the  question 
should  be  looked  into.  A  similar  case 
occurred  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  in 
other  counties  similar  occurrences  have 
taken  place.  What  I  wish  to  know  is 
whether  some  arrangement  cannot  l>e 
made  for  cases  of  this  kind,  and  whether 
one  inspector  cannot  be  sent  down  on 
behalf  of  both  Departments. 

♦Colonel  MILWARD(  Warwick,  Strat 
ford-upon-Avon) :  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down, 
because  the  question  he  has  raised  was  the 
very  point  I  wished  to  call  attention  to.  I 
have  been  particularly  requested  to  bring 
this  question  before  the  House  because  a 
vast  number  of  really  unnecessary  in- 
quiries take  place  by  the  officers  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  I  asked  for 
a  Return  showing  how  many  inquiries 
had  taken  place,  but  the  Assistant- 
Secretary  informed  me  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  had  at  present  more 
important  things  to  attend  to  than  to 
satisfy  me  in  that  direction.  In  every 
measure  passed  by  this  House  dealing  with 
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county,  parish,  and  district  councils  we 
only  throw  more  absolute  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
its  inspectors.  The  particular  cases  I  wish 
to  allude  to  occurred  in  Warwickshire,  and 
one  of  them  was  the  provision  of  sewerage 
and  water  for  a  small  parish,  Alveston, 
containing  about  1,000  inhabitants.  In 
this  case  no  less  than  five  inquiries  were 
held  by  inspectors,  and  four  of  those  in- 
quiries were  held  by  different  inspectors. 
Most  people  would  think  that  when  a  par- 
ticular inspector  goes  to  one  place  the  same 
inspector  should  be  sent  there  again,  but 
in  this  case  out  of  five  inquiries  four  of 
them  were  held  by  different  inspectors. 
In  another  case,  in  a  still  smaller  village  of 
some  200  or  300  inhabitants,  the  necessity 
arose  for  a  supply  of  water  to  the  priest  s 
house  and  to  the  Roman  Catholic  school. 
Now  this  water  supply  could  have  been 
obtained  by  an  expenditure  of  about 
£20,  and  in  this  case  I  believe  two  in- 
quiries were  held.  Not  only  are  these 
constant  inspections  and  inquiries  held  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  but  we  all 
know  that  the  county  councils  are  almost 
daily  holding  inquiries  all  over  the  king- 
dom, and  scarcely  a  single  meeting  passes 
at  the  County  CJouncil  with  which  I  am 
connected  without  two  or  three  inquiries 
being  ordered.  Surely  it  is  possible  to 
classify  these  inquiries.  No  doubt  the 
PVesident  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  say  that  they  are  statutory  inquiries, 
but  it  ought  to  be  possible  to  classify  the 
inquiries  and  to  hold  many  of  them 
in  one  centre.  I  only  hope,  now  that 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
small  localities  are  put  to  considerable  ex- 
pense by  the  holding  of  these  inquiries 
into  perfectly  trivial  matters,  that  some- 
thing will  be  done  to  throw  the  expense 
of  them  upon  those  persons  who  insist 
upon  holding  them,  if  they  are  unable  to 
prove  their  case.  At  all  events  steps 
should  be  taken  to  have  the  inquiries  less 
frequently,  and  less  inspectors  should  be 
employed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  who  are  constantly  travelling  about 
the  country  to  hold  the  statutory  in- 
quiries. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  with  regard  to  the 
cases  in  which  double  inquiries  are  held 
by  the  Home  Office  and  the  Local 
Government  Board,  I  may  say  that  this 
question  has  not  escaped  my  attention.  I 
have  been  in  communication  with  the 


Home  Office  with  a  view  to  putting  an 
end  to  that  state  of  things  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  I  believe  my  right  hon.  friend 
contemplates  introducing  a  Bill  on  the 
subject  which  will  enable  us  to  avoid 
these  double  inquiries  taking  place.  With 
regard  to  what  has  been  said  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
quite  recently  issued  a  minute,  which  is 
intended  to  limit  the  number  of  inquiries 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  as 
much  as  possible.  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  that  inquiries  have  been  held 
I  occasionally  in  cases  where  they  were  not 
I  necessary,  but  in  most  of  these  cases  we 
!  have  not  altogether  had  a  free  hand, 
,  because  in  a  number  of  instances  we  are 
compelled  by  statute  to  hold  these  in- 
quiries, and  we  have  no  option  whatever. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  the  difficulty 
might  be  got  over  by  what  he  calls  classi- 
fication, and  by  making  a  number 
of  the  inquiries  by  one  inspector  from 
one  centre.  That  expedient  has  also  been 
considered  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  after  full  deliberation  and 
carefully  weighing  the  matter  in  every 
respect  the  conclusion  was  come  to  by 
those  best  able  to  form  an  opinion  on  the 
subject  that  such  a  proposal,  so  far  from 
mitigating  or  lessening  the  labours  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  would  tend 
rather  to  increase  them,  and  no  good 
would  be  obtained  by  making  a  change 
in  the  direction  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member.  I  now  desire  to  make  an  appeal 
to  hon.  members  opposite  to  allow  this 
Vote  to  be  taken  to  night.  I  know  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesbrough  has 
risen  more  than  once  this  evening,  but  if 
he  will  allow  this  Vote  to  be  taken  now  he 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  making  his 
observations  on  the  Report  stage.  I  do 
appeal  to  him  and  other  hon.  Members 
who  desire  to  speak  to  allow  this  Vote  to 
be  taken  now. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Mid- 
dlesbrough) :  I  should  have  been  very 
'  pleased  indeed  to  give  way  in  response  to 
the  appeal  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  seeing  that  I  have  waited  ever 
since  half-past  six  this  evening,  and  have 
made  many  efforts  to  get  an  opportunity 
of  speaking,  I  hardly  think  I  can  accede 
to  the  wishes  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  have  made  several  efforts  to  get  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  enforce  the  law  with 
regard  to  the  accommodation  of  seamen 
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on  board  ship.    I  may  say  that  I  have 
almost  entirely  despaired  of  getting  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  en- 
force the  law  with  regard  to  seamen's 
accommodation.    I  think  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  is  almost  past  redemp- 
tion, and  I  intend  now  to  see  what  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  do,  as  I  think  he  is  not  so  much  sub- 
ject to  the  pressure  of  the  shipowning 
community,  and  if  I  can  once  convince 
him  that  he  has   the  power  to  insist 
upon  the  law  being  carried  out  in  refe- 
rence to  seamen,  I  think  he  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  carrying  out  that  law.  Now, 
the  port  sanitary  authorities  have  full 
control  in  all  ports  over  the  sanitation 
and  the  accommodation  which  is  pro- 
vided for  seamen  on  board  ship,  and  I 
do  believe  that  if  the  port  sanitary 
authorities  were  left  to  their  own  discre- 
tion with  regard  to  these  matters  they 
would  insist  upon  the  law  being  carried 
out;  but,  unfortunately,  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  not  allow  the  port  sanitary 
authorities  to  do  their  duty  in  this  respect. 
I  believe  that  in  many  cases  the  officers  of 
the  port  sanitary  authorities  have  com- 
plained that  ships  have  not  had  the  proper 
amount  of  accommodation  for  seamen  on 
board,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  have  ob- 
jected to  them  interfering  in  the  matter. 
Now,  I  want  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.    I  believe 
that  he  has  the  power  to  insist  upon  every 
seaman  on  board  ships  in  British  ports 
having  the  proper   accommodation.  I 
want  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
take  upon  himself  the  duty  of  insisting 
upon  the  law  being  enforced.    We  know 
perfectly  well  that  many  of  the  vessels 
belonging  to  the  P.  and  O.  Company 
which  come  into  the  port  of  London  from 
time  to  time  have  not  the  proper  amount 
of  accommodation  for  the  crews  on  board. 
They  have  not  the  72  cubic  feet,  for 
in  many  cases  they  have  only  60  cubic 
feet.    It  is  within  the  power  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  officials  to  insist 
upon  the  law  being  enforced,  and  I  do 
urge  upon  him  the  necessity  of  having 
the  law  enforced  in  a  proper  manner.  I 
do  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  at  any 
length  at  this  late  hour.    There  are 
several  matters  I  intend  to  bring  forward, 
but  as  it  is  near  the  hour  for  adjourning 
I  will  bring  them  up  on  the  Report  stage. 
There  is  one  other  question,  with  regard 
to  the  rating  of  machinery.    I  find  that 
there  are  a  number  of  unions  which  are 
Mr.  Havehck  Wilson. 


not  enforcing  the  law  with  regard  to  the 
proper  rating  of  machinery. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  do  again  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Member  to  now  allow  this 
Vote  to  be  taken,  for  he  will  have  a 
chance  of  again  raising  the  matter  on  the 
Report  stage. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  Then  I 
will  give  way,  and  adopt  the  course  sug- 
gested by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
have  several  matters  to  bring  before  the 
House,  and  I  cannot  wait  until  the  Report 


It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  chair  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again 
on  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY  (1st  June). 
Resolutions  reported— 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  ESTIMATES, 
1899-1900. 

Revenue  Departments. 

1.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,652,885, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Services,  the 
expenses  of  Post  Office  Savings  Banks,  and 
Government  annuities  and  insurances,  and  the 
collection  of  the  Post  Office  revenue." 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  desire  to 
offer  a  protest  against  the  treatment 
meted  out  to  competent  Irish  officials  in 
the  General  Post  Office  in  Dublin.  I 
think  nobody  in  this  House  will  deny 
that  these  civil  servants  who  have  spent  a 
great  many  years  in  the  service  are  very 
capable  officers.  We  find  that  men  in  the 
Dublin  Post  Office  who  have  been 
attached  to  the  staff  for  the  greater  part 
of  their  official  lives  are  denied,  when 
vacancies  arise,  admittance  to  the  higher 
offices  in  that  department.  I  know  my- 
self that  there  is  a  very  great  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction existing  in  the  Post  Office  at 
Dublin  at  the  present  time  on  account  of 
the  persistent  way  in  which  these  Irish 
officials  are  denied  admission  to  the 
higher  •  offices    in   Ahe   Dublin  Post 
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Office  Those  hon.  Members  who  have 
been  in  this  House  for  years,  and 
who  have  watched  the  way  in  which 
these  higher  offices  in  Ireland  are  filled  up 
when  they  become  vacant,  know  that  a 
vicious  system  of  promotion  exists  in  all 
the  Civil  Service  departments  of  Ireland, 
and  we  have  in  the  Post  Office  in  Dublin 
a  concrete  example  of  the  system  to 
which  I  have  referred.  Let  me  point  out 
to  the  House  that  since  1892  many 
English  officials  have  been  brought  over 
to  Ireland  to  fill  these  offices  at  the 
expense  of  Irish  servants  who  have 
been  in  the  Post  Office  for  many  years. 
Since  the  beginning  of  1892  ten  English 
officials  have  been  appointed  to  situations 
in  the  General  Post  Office  in  Dublin 
which  carry  salaries  varying  from "  £350 
to  £1,200  per  annum.  Under  this  con- 
dition of  affairs  I  think  Irishmen  have  a 
legitimate  right  to  complain,  and  certainly 
the  officials  of  the  Dublin  Post  Office  have 
a  right  to  vehemently  protest  against 
this  unfair  and  ungenerous  treatment 
to  which  they  have  been  subjected 
daring  a  long  course  of  years.  I  un- 
derstand from  what  I  can  gather  that 
an  important  position  in  the  Dublin  Post 
Office  is  about  to  become  vacant,  and  it 
b  a  situation  carrying  with  it  a  very  high 
salary.  I  trust  that  when  this  case 
arises  the  old  policy  will  be  reversed,  and 
that  the  Postmaster-General  will  see  his 
way  to  reward  some  Irish  official  with  this 
position,  so  that  Irish  officials  in  this 
department  in  Ireland  may  have  an 
incentive  to  do  their  duty  zealously  and 
faithfully.  I  have  not  much  hope  that 
the  system  will  be  changed  all  of  a  sudden, 
bat  I  cannot  allow  the  Report  stage  of  this 
Vote  to  be  taken  without  offering  the 
protest  which  I  now  make. 
Vote  agreed  to. 

2.  "  That  a  snm,  not  exceeding  £570,915,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
neeeasary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  dav  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Packet  Service." 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON:  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  while  the  Post  Office  Steam 
Packet  Vote  is  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  to  the  rate  of  wages  paid  to 
the  men  on  board  the  steamships  which 
are  under  contract  with  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  For  some  considerable  time 
I  have  been  urging  complaints  with  re- 
gard to  the  wages  paid  by  the  companies 


who  tender  for  the  Po3t  Office  Packet 
Service.  There  is  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company,  with  regard  to  which 
I  have  endeavoured  to  force  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  do  his  duty  in 
reference  to  tho  men  employed  in  this 
j  service,  but  up  to  the  present  time  my 
efforts  have  been  fruitless.  I  now  venture 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  charge  of  this  packet  ser- 
vice to  see  if  he  will  endeavour  to  make 
some  alteration  in  regard  to  this  question. 
There  was  a  resolution  passed  in  this 
House  in  1891  which  stipulated  that  in 
all  contracts  between  ship-owners  and 
others  for  Government  work  the  tabu- 
lated rate  of  wages  should  be  paid.  I 
contend  that  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  do  not  pay  a  fair  rate  of  wages 
to  their  sailors  and  firemen  on  board  their 
ships.  In  a  Idition  to  this,  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company  are  breaking  the 
law  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  accom- 
modation for  seamen.  The  law  says  that 
each  seaman  employed  on  board  ship  shall 
have  72  cubic  feet  of  accommoda- 
tion, but  this  company  do  not  provide 
that  for  their  seamen.  It  is  the  old 
story,  and  no  doubt  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  by  this  time  will  be  quite 
tired  of  listening  to  the  same  old  story, 
but  I  shall  keep  on  repeating  it  until  the 
Government  Department  see  that  the  law 
is  carried  out  as  it  ought  to  be.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  an  opportunity 
of  enforcing  the  law  by  giving  notice  ta 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 
that,  unless  they  are  prepared  to  give 
their  seamen  the  proper  amount  of  accom- 
modation which  they  ought  to  have,  the 
company  will  not  get  any  contracts  from 
the  Government.  It  is  in  the  power  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  that,  and 
I  trust  he  will  take  that  course.  In  addi- 
tion to  that,  I  would  like  him  also  to  say 
that  the  seamen  shall  receive  a  fair  rate  of 
wages.  We  are  told  that  they  are  paid 
the  rate  of  wages  which  are  current  in 
India ;  but  the  contracts  are  not  made  in 
India,  but  in  this  country,  and  I  contend 
that  according  to  the  fair  wages  resolution 
this  company  ought  to  pay  the  rate  of 
wages  which  is  current  in  this  country. 
I  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against  the 
manner  m  which  this  particular  company 
has  carried  on  its  business.  The  manner 
in  which  this  company — which  receives 
some  £400,000  from  the  Government  for 
carrying  mails,  and  other  subsidies,  every 
year — carries  on  its  business  is  very  un- 
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fair  to  traders,  for  they  carry  cargo  at  a 
much  less  rate  from  the  Continent  to  this 
country  than  they  do  from  this  country 
to  the  Continent,  and  there  is  a  difference 
in  some  cases  of  about  25  per  cent. 
Now  the  Government  encourage  this  com- 
pany, which  is  unfair  both  to  traders  and 
seamen,  and  I  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  see  if  something  cannot  be 
done  to  remedy  this  state  of  things.  I 
do  not  intend  to  detain  the  House  any 
longer,  but  I  do  hope  that  the  appeal 
which  I  have  made  will  have  some  effect. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,338,390, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Working  Expenses  of  the  Post 
Office  Telegraph  Service." 

4.  "  That  a  train,  not  exceeding  £496,600,  he 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Customs  Department." 

Class  VI. 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £287,628,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
Superannuation,  Retired,  Compensation,  and 
Compassionate  Allowances  and  Gratuities 
under  sundry  Statutes,  for  Compassionate 
Allowances  and  Gratuities  awarded  by  the 
Treasury,  and  for  the  Salaries  of  Medical 
Referees." 

6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,130,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sam 


necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  certain 
Pensions  to  Masters  and  Seamen  of  the 
Merchant  Service,  and  to  their  Widows  and 
Children." 

7.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £785,  he 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sam 
necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
certain  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 
Allowances." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

IMBECILE  (TRAINING  INSTITUTIONS) 
BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read- 
ing read. 

*Mr.  ROUND  (Essex,  Harwich):  I 
venture  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  exempt  from  rates  these 
institutions  which  are  supported  by  volun- 
tary contributions,  and  which  only  con- 
cern five  Unions.  I  hope  the  House 
will  consent,  for  I  am  not  aware  of 
opposition  to  it.  I  may  say  that  there 
are  many  precedents  for  this  measure. 
Such  institutions  are  now  exempted  from 
Imperial  taxation,  and  all  I  desire  is  to 
extend  that  exemption  to  local  taxation. 
In  Ireland  they  have  been  exempted  by 
statute. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.) 
objecting,  the  second  reading  was  deferred 
till  Wednesday  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Cer- 
tificates from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
i  ing  Bflk  have  been  complied  with  : 

J  ELECTRIC     LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 

*  ORDERS  (No.  3). 

|  ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 

*  ORDERS  (No.  4). 

|  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
I  ORDERS  (No.  12). 

J  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
I  ORDERS  (No.  13). 

I  ELECTRIC     LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 

! ORDERS  (No.  15). 
TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION. 
(No.  2). 

*  Also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing 
0  Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following 

METROPOLITAN  COMMON  SCHEME 
(HARROW  WEALD)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER. 

Also  the  Certificates  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 

*  ing  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

\  WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER. 

t  FISHGUARD  AND  ROSSLARE  RAIL- 
!       WAYS  AND  HARBOURS. 

AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  (MARKETS). 

EAST  LONDON  WATER. 

GREAT  WESTERN  AND  GREAT  CEN- 
TRAL RAILWAY  COMPANIES. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON  &  SOUTH  COAST 
RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS). 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION  (GENE- 
RAL POWERS). 

MILTON  CREEK  CONSERVANCY. 

NORTH  PEMBROKESHIRE  AND  FISH- 
GUARD RAILWAY. 


UXBRIDGE  AND  RICKMANSWORTH 
RAILWAY. 

SOUTH   STAFFORDSHIRE  STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE. 

Also  the  Certificates  that  no  further 
Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills : 

CORK  CORPORATION  (FINANCE). 

REDD  ITCH  GAS. 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  not  been  complied  with  : 

BAKER    STREET    AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

WATERMEN'S    AND  LIGHTERMEN'S 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Witnesses  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL. 
Committed  for  Thursday  next. 

BUENOS  AYRES  AND  PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAY  COMPANY  BILL. 

CALEDONIAN    RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

LISBURN    TOWN  COMMISSIONERS 
BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 

SHIREBROOK     AND    DISTRICT  GAS 
BILL. 

Read  2a,  and  committed. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER  RAILWAY 
COMPANIES  (NEW  LINES)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  la, 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)  BILL. 

PILOTAGE   PROVISIONAL  ORDER 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bills  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3a  to-morrow. 

MARYPORT  HARBOUR  BILL. 
WATERMEN'S    AND  LIGHTERMEN'S 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
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WORKINGTON  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

SOUTHPORT    AND    LYTHAM  TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL. 

SOUTHPORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
NORTH   STAFFORDSHIRE  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

LONDON      AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Lord  Erskine  be  proposed  to 
the  House  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee  in  the  place  of  the  Viscount 
Powerscourt ;  read,  and  agreed  to. 

China,  No.  2.  (1899) — Correspondence 
between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  Russian  Government  with  regard  to 
their  respective  railway  interests  in  China : 
Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

Parliamentary  Returns  Act,  1869  (Trus- 
tee Sa  vi  ngs  Bank) — Treasury  M  in  u  te ,  dated 
29th  May,  1899,  directing  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  return  annually  laid  before 
Parliament,  pursuant  to  the  sixth  section 
of  the  Savings  Banks  Moneys  Act,  1863, 
showing  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the 
National  Debt  Commissioners  in  respect 
of  Trustee  Savings  Banks :  Laid  before 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL. 

REFORMATORY     SCHOOLS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  with  regard  to 
reformatory  schools  was  presented  by 
the  Lord  Leigh  ;  read  la;  to  be  printed ; 
and  to  be  read  2a  on  Thursday  next. 

(No.  107.) 


CONGESTED   DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT   AMENDMENT  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill 
to  be  read  3a  To-morrow. 

SOUDAN  CAMPAIGN  1898. 

PROPOSED   GRANT   TO  LORD 
KITCHENER  OF  KHARTOUM. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  AND  SEC- 
RETARY OF  STATE  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 


bury) :  My  Lords,  I  wish  to  give 
notice  that  it  is  my  intention  on  Thurs- 
day to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Forces  occupied  in  the  recent  campaign 
in  Egypt,  and  I  think  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  more  convenient  to  take  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Message 
with  respect  to  Lord  Kitchener  at  the 
same  time.  There  are  reasons  why,  per- 
haps, it  would  be  desirable  that  we 
should  take  the  Message  into  considera- 
tion at  that  time.  Of  course,  your 
Lordships  are  aware  that  our  action  is 
somewhat  formal,  and,  therefore,  I 
propose  to  postpone  until  Thursday  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
Message. 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty-five 
minutes  before  Five  o'olock, 
till  To-morrow,  Three  o'clock. 
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PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS 
(Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto  com- 
plied with). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  17)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  18)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  19)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (HOUSING  OF 
WORKING  CLASSES)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL. 

Local  government  provisional 

ORDBRS  (No:  12)  BILL. 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS  (NO 
STANDING  ORDERS  APPLICABLE). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are 
applicable,  viz. : 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  13)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time  To-morrow. 

BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL  (QUEEN'S  CONSENT 
SIGNIFIED). 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

HULL,  BARNSLEY,  AND  WEST  RIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 
BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
an  Amendment. 

ST.  ALBANS  GAS  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered ;  An  Amend- 
ment made;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time. 

WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

FRIENDS'   PROVIDENT  INSTITUTION 
BILL  (STAMP  DUTIES). 

Resolution  reported  : 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
imposition  of  the  following  Stamp  Duties 
upon  certain  Memorials  under  any  Act  of 


the  present  Session  relating  to  the  Friends 
Provident  Institution : — 

For  and  upon  the  first  Memorial  en- 
rolled of  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  shall  bo  deemed  held  and 
taken  to  be  Trustees  of  the  Insti- 
tution, or  of  any  special  fund  of 
the  Institution,  the  sum  of  Five 
Pounds ; 

And  upon  every  other  such  Me- 
morial in  which  the  name  of  any 
person  shall  for  the  first  time  be 
inserted  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Insti- 
tution the  sum  of  Five  Pounds." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Friends  Provident 
1  Institution  Bill,  That  they  have  power  to 
make  provision  therein  pursuant  to  the 
said  Resolution. — (Dr.  Farquharson.) 

DUNDEE  GAS,  TRAMWAYS,  AND  EX- 
TENSION BILL  (changed  to  "DUNDEE 
GAS,  STREET  IMPROVEMENTS,  AND 
TRAMWAYS  BILL"). 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed  •' 
"  That  Standing  Orders  204  and  235  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time." — (Dr.  Farquharson.) 


*Mr.  JOHN 
Rushcliffe):  Will 


ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
the  hon.  Gentleman 
give  some  reason  for  his  motion  1  These 
Orders  have  been  drawn  with  very  great 
care,  and  they  provide  that  a  certain  time 
should  be  allowed  for  notice.  I  think  this 
practice  of  moving  the  suspension  of  the 
Standing  Orders  is  one  that  requires  being 
made  with  much  caution. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
West) :  I  understand  the  reason  is  that 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  made  a  mistake 
in  not  having  given  notice  in  time  before 
the  holidays. 


Mr.  J.  ELLIS  :  Is  anyone  damnified  by 


it? 


Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  :  As  a  member  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee,  I  join  the  hon. 
Member  in  saying  that  care  ought  to  be 
taken  that  motions  of  this  kind  should 
not  be  too  repeatedly  made.  Of  course 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee  take  into 
consideration  cases  such  as  are  here 
referred  to.  When  it  is  rej 
them  that  in  consequenee  of 
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parties  would  be  prejudiced,  the  Com- 
mittee is  in  the  habit  of  granting  indul- 
gence. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone, 
S.) :  This  Motion  has  the  approval  of 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  and  the 
House  may  be  perfectly  certain  that 
no  one  is  damnified  by  it. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

WISHAW  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
Ordered,  that  Standing  Orders  204  and 
235  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be 
now    read    a    second     time.  —  (Dr. 
Farquharson.) 

Bill  accordingly  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION,  GREAT  SOUTHERN 
AND  WESTERN  RAILWAY,  AND 
WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL  IRE- 
LAND  RAILWAY  BILLS. 

Ordered,  that  the  Order  [14th  March] 
that  all  petitions  of  County  Councils  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898,  against  the  Bills,  be 
presented  seven  clear  days  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee,  and  that  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  heard  by  themselves,  their 
counsel,  or  agents,  or  witnesses  be 
heard  against  the  Bills,  be  suspended 
in  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of 
Cork  against  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and 
Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgama- 
tion Bill,  and  that  the  said  petition  be 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills,  and  that  the  petitioners  be 
heard  by  their  counsel,  agent,  or  wit- 
nesses against  the  said  Bill. — (Mr. 
J.  F  X.  O'Brien.) 

BROUGHTY  FERRY  GAS  AND  PAVING 
ORDER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out amendment. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(ABERAVON,  &c.)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out amendment. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  16)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT  (LRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


PETITIONS. 


BUILDING  FEUS  AND  LEASES  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

CEMETERIES  RATING  BILL. 
Petition  from  St.  Pancras,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHEAP  TRAINS  BILL. 

Petition  from  St.  Pancras,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  ASSESSMENTS 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

EXECUTORS   (SCOTLAND)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

GROCERS'  LICENCES  (SCOTLAND) 
ABOLITION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Leith,  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

GROUND  VALUES  (TAXATION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

METROPOLIS  MANAGEMENT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  (BYE-LAWS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  St.  Pancras,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petitions  in  Favour, — From  Sinby;— 
Bretby  ;  —  Donisthorpe ;  —  Alloa  and 
Devon ;  —  Alva ;  —  Clackmannan  ; — Tilli- 
coultry ; — and,  Cadley  Hill  Collieries ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

MONEY-LENDING  BILL. 
Petition  from  Leith  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 
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POOR  LAW  RELIEF  (DISFRANCHISE- 
MENT. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law  ; — From 
Keighley  ;  and,  Hunslet ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC   UNIVERSITY  OF 
IRELAND. 

Petitions  against  establishment ; — From 
Helensburgh  ; — and,  Alexandria ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour; — From  Peters- 
field  j  —  Tre-y-ddol ;  —  Lincoln  ;  —  and, 
Nottingham ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  (ENG- 
LAND AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Glasgow,  for  extension  of 
provisions  to  Scotland;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SUCCESSION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Kirkintilloch,  in  favour ; 
to  he  upon  the  Table. 


RETURN  PRESENTED. 

CHINA  (No.  2,  1899). 
Copy  presented,— of  Correspondence  be- 
tween Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Russian  Government  with  regard  to  their 
respective  Railway  interests  in  China  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION) 
ACT  (1889)  EXTENSION  BILL. 

Lords'  Amendment  to  be  considered 
forthwith  :  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


QUESTIONS. 

LABOUR  IN  JAM  FACTORIES. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  that  jam  factories  are  kept  going, 
exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Fac- 
tories Acts,  for  six  months  in  the  year,  by 
being  used  for  the  curing  of  fish  and 
other  like  purposes  as  soon  as  the  period 


of  exemption  for  the  fruit  trade  has 
expired ;  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  a  crowd  of  country 
girls  was  imported  by  a  jam  factory  with- 
out any  provision  having  been  made  for 
their  accommodation,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence the  girls  arriving  went  where  they 
could  find  a  roof  to  cover  them,  many 
being  taken  into  houses  of  ill-fame ;  and 
whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made 
into  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  Mat- 
thew White  Ridley,  Lanes.,  Blackpool): 
The  first  paragraph  of  the  question  relates 
to  facts  wnich  have  long  been  well  known 
to  my  Department  and  which  I  attempted 
to  deal  with  in  a  Bill  last  Session.  I 
have  seen  in  the  Fortnightly  Review  for 
last  month  a  statement  to  the  effect  of 
the  second  paragraph ;  but  it  was  put 
forward  as  a  mere  rumour  without  names, 
dates,  or  other  means  of  identification. 
In  these  circumstances  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  provision  of  lodging  accom- 
modation for  workpeople  is  a  matter 
outside  the  Factory  Acts,  I  do  not  see 
that  an  inquiry  by  my  Department  is 
possible. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  is  aware  that 
for  many  months  in  the  year  children  of 
thirteen  years  of  age  and  upwards  are 
kept  at  work  in  jam  factories  from  6 
o'clockin  the  morning  till  10  and  11  o'clock 
at  night,  and  are  required  to  carry  weights 
which  sometimes  amount  to  "about  a 
hundredweight ;  also  that  the  damp  heat 
in  such  factories  rises  frequently  to 
90  deg.,  and  is  productive  of  colds,  bron- 
chitis, pneumonia,  and  consumption :  and 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps  in 
the  matter. 

♦Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  In  answer 
to  the  hon.  Member  I  may  remind  him  that 
last  year  I  introduced  a  Bill  which  would 
have  brought  jam  factories  fully  within 
the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Factory 
Acts,  and  would  have  enabled  me  to  limit 
the  excessive  hours  of  labour.  I  think 
some  such  legislation  is  desirable,  and  I 
have  already  said  so  several  times  this 
Session. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  May 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  will  endeavour  to  pass  the  Bill  this 
year? 


299  The  Dim-Dim  {COMMONS} 


Bullet. 


300 


♦Sir  M.  WHITE  'RIDLEY :  That 
question  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  but,  as  I  have  said, 
I  have  a  Bill  on  the  subject  ready. 

AMERICAN  AND  CANADIAN  AFFAIRS. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  understanding  among  the 
delegates  at  the  recent  Conferences  be- 
tween the  Governments  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and 
the  United  States  has  not  prevented  an 
official  statement  on  the  subject  of  the 
negotiations  by  the  Ministry  of  the  Do- 
minion; and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  look  forward  to  being  able 
to  make  any  statement  to  the  House  upon 
the  matter  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session.  The  Government  have  caused  to 
be  published  a  statement  which  in  part 
answers  this  question,  but  perhaps  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  like  to  add 
something  to  that. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  St.  John 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford):  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  except  that  the  Govern- 
ment hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  House  before  the  close 
of  the  Session. 

THE  PHOENIX  PARK  MURDERERS. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  rumour 
that  several  of  the  criminals  convicted  of 
the  murder  of  Lord  Frederick  Cavendish 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Burke  are  about 
to  be  set  at  liberty. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  There  is  now  only  one  convict 
undergoing  sentence  in  connection  with 
the  murders  of  Lord  Frederick  Caven-  > 
dish  and  Mr.  Burke.  The  consideration 
of  his  position  is  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply 
given  by  His  Excellency,  and  published  in 
the  Press,  to  the  petition  presented  to 
him  by  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  on  the 
7th  April  last. 

COUNTY  COURT  FEES. 

♦Sir  CHARLESiDILKE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether, 
in  connection  with  the  proposed  reduction 


of  county  court  fees,  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  report  of  the  Incorporated 
Law  Society,  dated  1895  ;  and  whether, 
in  fixing  the  fees  charged  in  County 
courts,  regard  is  had  to  making  the 
county  courts  self-supporting,  a  principle 
not  applied  to  the  High  Court. 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston):  I  have 
seen  the  report  mentioned  in  the  first  para- 
graph. The  total  expenditure  of  the  Supreme 
Court  is  (roughly)  £632,000.  But  it  is 
generally  accepted  as  a  constitutional 
doctrine  that  the  courts  and  judges  should 
be  supplied  gratis  to  the  suitor  by  the 
State.  If  £199,000  be  deducted  in 
respect  of  rent  and  the  salaries  and 
pensions  of  the  judges,  there  remains  a 
balance  of  £433,000  representing  other 
expenditure.  The  fee  revenue  (including 
the  Land  Registry)  amounts  to  £417,000  ; 
which  would  leave  a  deficit  of  £16,000. 
But  the  Supreme  Court  must  also  be 
credited  with  the  annuity  of  £92,000  a 
year,  which  was  established  in  1869  as 
the  equivalent  of  interest  on  the  Suitors' 
Fee  Funds,  which  converts  this  deficit  of 
£16,000  into  a  net  surplus  of  £76,000  per 
annum.  The  county  courts,  on  the  other 
hand,  show  a  net  deficit  of  £19,000  per 
annum.  The  total  expenditure  upon 
them  amounts  to  £598,000  per  annum, 
which  gives  a  balance  of  £439,000  when 
£159,000  is  deducted  in  respect  of  rent 
and  judges'  salaries  and  pensions.  As 
against  this  outlay  the  fee  revenue  only 
amounts  to  £420,000. 

THE  DUM  DUM  BULLET. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  East):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
who  is  responsible  for  the  use  of  the 
Dum-Dum  bullet  by  British  troops  in 
India. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing)  :  I  stated,  in  reply  to  a 
question  put  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member 
in  this  House  on  March  24,  1898,  that 
these  bullets  were  issued  by  order  of  the 
Government  of  India,  that  no  further  sanc- 
tion for  their  issue  was  necessary,  and  that 
no  such  sanction  was  either  asked  for  or 
given  ;  but  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  fully  informed  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Government  of  India,  and 
saw  no  reason  for  questioning  their  pro- 
priety. I  may  add  that  the  reason  for 
the  issue  of  this  bullet  was  that  experience 
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had  shown  that  the  bullet  previously  in 
use  did  not  adequately  protect  the  troops 
using  it.  As  at  present  advised,  I  see  no 
reason  for  modifying  the  opinion  which  I 
then  expressed.  But  I  may  add  that  since 
last  autumn  the  Government  of  India 
have  had  a  new  pattern  of  bullet  under 
trial,  and  I  was  informed  in  reply  to  an 
inquiry  about  two  months  ago  that  those 
trials  were  not  complete,  but  that  they 
would  be  proceeded  with  and  reported  on 
m  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Will  the  noble  Lord 
kindly  state  whether  he  will  be  willing  to 
lay  before  the  House,  before  the  new 
bullet  is  adopted,  the  opinion  of  medical 
experts  as  to  the  effects  of  the  bullet  1 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  There  were 
experiments  made  in  connection  with 
the  old  bullet,  and  it  was  on  the  strength 
I    of  those  experiments  that  the  bullet  now 
in  use  was  adopted. 

Mr.  DILLON :  But  the  result  of  those 
experiments  was  never  communicated  to 
the  House  of  Commons.  This  is  becoming 
a  very  serious  question  now.  When  I 
pressed  the  noble  Lord  on  a  previous 
occasion  he  refused  me  information  as  to 
the  Dum-Dum  bullet,  and  I  wish  to  know 
now — and  I  think  it  a  reasonable  ques- 
tion— whether  he  can  undertake  and  will 
undertake  to  communicate  to  the  House 
of  Commons  the  results  of  the  experi- 
ments now  being  tried  with  the  new 
bullet,  before  it  is  adopted  for  the  Indian 
troops. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  am  not 
aware  that  I  ever  refused,  on  a  previous 
occasion,  to  give  the  reports  that  were 
then  asked  for,  and  if  the  hon  Member 
wishes  to  have  them  I  will  lay  them 
before  the  House. 

COL.  MILWAED  (Warwick,  Stratford- 
upon-Avon)  :  May  I  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  whether  the  Dum-Dum  bullet  con- 
tains any  explosive  substance,  or  whether 
it  is  not  composed  of  a  leaden  nose  and  a 
nickel  base,  instead  of  the  nickel  nose  and 
j     leaden  base  of  the  Lee-Metford  bullet  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order.  The 
hon.  Member  is  entering  into  a  debate  on 
the  merits  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  CHANNING :  I  beg  to  ask  the  I 
Under  Secretary  of   State    for    War } 


whether,  in  view  of  the  decisive  con- 
demnation of  the  use  of  the  Dum-Dum 
bullet  by  the  Peace  Conference  at  the 
Hague,  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
take  into  consideration  the  advisability  of 
discontinuing  the  use  of  this  bullet  in 
wars  with  semi-civilised  or  savage  people) 
as  well  as  with  those  nations  who  are 
parties  to  the  Conference  ? 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARYofSTATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  I 
would  ask  leave  to  refer  the  hon.  Member 
to  the  First  Lord's  reply  to  a  later  ques- 
tion on  the  Paper. 

POSTAL  DELIVERIES  IN  DORSET- 
SHIRE. 

Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  -  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  villages  of 
Mere,  Zeals,  Bourton,  and  Buckhorn 
Weston,  adjoining  Gillingham,  where 
there  is  a  head  post  office  and  a  railway 
station  on  the  main  South- Western  lino 
to  Exeter,  are  in  the  postal  delivery  of 
Bath,  distant  more  than  20  miles  in  a 
direct  line :  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
rearranging  the  Gillingham  and  Bath 
deliveries  so  as  to  give  these  and  neigh- 
bouring villages  the  full  benefits  of  being 
situated  near  a  main  line  of  railway  ; 
and  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 
placing  in  the  library  of  the  House  of 
Commons  maps  of  the  United  Kingdom 
coloured  to  show  the  areas  of  the  different 
rural  postal  deliveries. 

♦Mr.  HANBURY  :  These  villages  are 
all  in  the  postal  delivery  of  Bath.  To 
transfer  them  to  the  postal  delivery 
of  Gillingham  might  improve  the  com- 
munication with  the  districts  served  by 
the  London  and  South-Western  Railway, 
but  would  possibly  impair  the  commmii 
cation  with  the  districts  served  by  the 
Great  Western  Railway  with  which  they 
have  long  been  in  direct  communication, 
and  it  may  be  that  a  larger  number  of 
letters  would  be  delayed  than  would  t>e 
accelerated.  The  night  mail  service  to  and 
from  Gillingham  has,  however,  recently 
been  placed  upon  a  more  secure  footing 
than  formerly,  and  inquiry  shall  be  made 
as  to  the  expediency  of  serving  the 
places  in  question  from  Gillingham. 
The  Post  Office  is  not  in  possession  of 
any  maps  coloured  to  show  the  areas  of 
the  different  rural  postal  deliveries  ;  and 
it  would  be  a  work  of 
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prepare  such  maps  ;  which  would,  more- 
over, stand  in  need  of  constant  correction, 
and  would  be  unintelligible  without 
further  information  which  cannot  be 
given  on  a  map. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 
CONTRACT. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  any  change  has 
been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  print- 
ing the  official  Parliamentary  Debates ; 
and  when  Members  may  expect  their 
reports  to  be  issued  with  reasonable 
promptitude. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
East)  :  I  would  like  at  the  same  time  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  cause  of  the 
delay  in  the  publication  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Parliamentary  Debates  of  this  Session 
is  the  fact  that  the  reporters  of  the  Par- 
liamentary corps  are  largely  in  arrears  of 
salary ;  and  if  any  fresh  arrangements  are 
now  being  made  to  carry  the  work  out 
in  a  businesslike  manner. 

♦Mr.  HANBURY :  I  will  answer  these 
questions  together.  I  learned  on  the  day 
on  which  the  House  rose  before  Whitsun- 
tide of  the  disputed  arrears  of  payment 
to  reporters — which,  it  appeared,  had  con- 
tributed to  the  delay  in  issuing  the 
reports.  In  consequence  of  this  delay  I 
gave  instructions  to  the  Controller  of  the 
Stationery  Office  to  cancel  at  once  the 
existing  contract  if  any  report  was  still  in 
arrear  on  Wednesday  last,  the  day  the 
House  reassembled ;  to  make  arrangements 
for  a  new  contract ;  and  to  warn  the  exist- 
ing contractor  accordingly.  A  new  con- 
tract commenced  on  Wednesday  last,  on 
the  same  conditions  in  all  respects  as  that 
which  had  been  cancelled.  The  condi- 
tions, as  I  have  satisfied  myself,  are  such 
as  to  allow  a  reasonable  profit  to  the  con- 
tractor. The  reports  for  days  between 
April  30  and  May  5  are  in  the  hands  of 
tho  late  contractor,  and  all  that  is  pos- 
sible has  been  done  by  the  Stationery 
Office  to  hasten  their  publication.  His 
sureties  have  been  informed  of  their 
liability  for  the  consequences  of  the  delay. 
The  reports  of  the  5th  and  up  to  the 
19th  May  will  be  published  at  once  by 
the  new  contractors,  Messrs.  Wyman, 
who  have  already  large  printing  con- 
tracts.   As  regards  all  other  reports  sub- 


sequent to  that  of  May  19th  the  new  con- 
tractor will  be  required  to  carry  out  all 
the  provisions  of  tho  contract  strictly  and 
punctually. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E) : 
May  I  ask,  in  connection  with  that 
answer,  whether  the  proofs  of  reports 
taken  between  May  5  and  May  19  will  be 
at  once  forwarded  to  Members,  if  that 
has  not  been  done  already  1 

*Mr.  HANBURY  :  Oh,  yes,  certainly. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER:  I  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, taking  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  the  discussion  on  the  report  stage  of 
the  London  Government  Bill  shortly 
comes  on,  will  tell  us  whether  we  are  to 
take  The  Times  report  as  official,  or,  if  not, 
what  report  we  are  so  to  take. 

The  question  was  not  answered. 

IRELAND— NATIONAL  SCHOOL 
TEACHERS  AS  GUARDIANS. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S):  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
state  on  what  grounds  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  have  refused  to 
pay  to  Mr.  Kenny,  national  teacher, 
Ballinameen,  North  Roscommon,  the 
moneys  at  present  due  to  him,  and  have 
prohibited  him  from  acting  as  Poor  Law 
guardian  and  district  councillor  in  Boyle 
Union,  to  which  position  he  was  elected, 
although  in  other  parts  of  Ireland 
national  teachers  have  been  frequently 
elected  as  Poor  Law  guardians  and  served 
as  such  ;  and,  whether  he  will  direct  that 
there  will  be  no  further  interference  by 
the  National  Board  with  Mr.  Kenny  in 
the  office  to  which  he  has  been  elected  in 
Boyle  Union. 

Mr  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Commission- 
ers have  withheld  salary  from  Mr.  Kenny, 
National  School  teacher,  pending  his  dis 
connecting  himself  with  the  offices  of 
Poor  Law  guardian  and  district  councillor 
in  Boyle  Union,  to  which  he  had  been 
recently  elected.  They  consider  that  the 
holding  of  such  offices  by  a  teacher  of  a 
National  school  is  inconsistent  with  the 
proper  observance  of  their  rules  requiring 
teachers  "to  abstain  from  controversy,' 
and  prohibiting  them  from  taking  any 
part  in  elections  except  by  voting.  If 
any  teachers  of  National  schools  have  held 
the  position  of  Poor  Law  guardians,  as 
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jJleged,  it  was  without  the  sanction  or 
knowledge  of  the  Commissioners. 

AGRICULTURAL  GRANTS  IN  ROS- 
COMMON AND  LEITRIM. 

Mr.  TULLY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  can  state  the  amount  fixed  as 
the  agricultural  grant  to  the  County  Ros- 
common, and  also  to  the  county  Leitrim, 
the  amount  of  the  excluded  charges  in 
the  case  of  each  county,  and  the  details 
of  these  excluded  charges  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  yearly 
amount  of  the  Agricultural  Grant  to  the 
County  Roscommon  is  £18,534.  The 
Grant  to  the  County  Leitrim  is 
£10,291  10s.  The  amount  of  the  Ex- 
cluded Charges  in  the  County  Roscommon 
is  £3,300,  and  in  the  County  Leitrim, 
£5,489.  The  Excluded  Charges  consist 
of  (1)  Special  expenses  levied  on  a  contri- 
butory place  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  enactments  directing  expenses  to 
be  levied  as  expenses  under  these  Acts ; 
(2)  Railway  Charges;  (3)  Navigation 
and  Drainage  Charges;  (4)  Relief  of 
Distress  Charges ;  (5)  Malicious  Injury 
Charges. 

Mr.  TULLY:  Can  the  right  hon 
Gentleman  say  whether  there  are  any 
Drainage  Charges  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  This  includes 
Drainage  Charges. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  D.  P.  Faure,  in  a  letter 
appearing  in  the  South  African  News 
oi  8th  May,  states  that  Is.  was  paid 
for  every  signature  to  the  Johannesburg 
petition,  and  that  not  twenty-one  dozen 
out  of  the  signatories  would  be  willing  to 
forfeit  their  nationality  in  order  to  obtain 
the  franchise ;  whether  Mr.  Faure  is  the 
gentleman  who  was  selected  by  Lord  Ros- 
jnead  to  act  as  interpreter  between  the 
Colonial  Office  and  the  Transvaal  dele- 
gates at  the  London  Convention  in  1884 ; 
whether  he  can  state  what  steps  were 
taken  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  to  ascertain 
the  eenuineness  of  the  petition;  and 
whether  he  will  instruct  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
m  future  to  refuse,  in  accordance  with 
precedent,  to  receive  any  petition  dealing 
with  the  internal  affairs  of  the  South  1 
African  Republic  1 


The  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Mr.  Faure  did  make 
the  two  statements  referred  to  in  the  first 
two  paragraphs,  but  I  do  not  know  what 
authority  he  had  for  either.  He  was 
selected  as  an  interpreter  in  1884.  The 
genuineness  of  the  signatures  to  the  Uit- 
ianders'  petition  has  been  verified  by  affi- 
davits. The  answer  to  the  fourth  part 
of  the  question  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS :  Will  the 
•right  hon.  Gentleman  say  by  whose  affi- 
davits the  genuineness  of  the  signatures 


is  verified  ? 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  giving  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man any  valuable  information  if  I  gave 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  made  the 
affidavits ;  but  they  were  the  persons  who 
collected  the  signatures. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated  on  a  previous" 
occasion  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  had 
satisfied  himself  in  the  matter.  Did  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  make  the  affidavit ;  and,  if 
not,  how  did  he  ascertain  the  genuineness 
of  the  signatures  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  hardly  a  serious  question ; 
but  Sir  Alfred  Milner  has  satisfied  him- 
self, and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  signatures  are  authentic.  It  is,  of 
course,  a  matter  of  opinion,  and,  if  the 
hon.  Member  takes  a  different  view,  I  do 
hot  wish  to  deprive  him  of  it. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  I  simply 
wished  to  know  the  grounds  on  which  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  based  his  convictions. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEPOSITS 
BILL. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Deposits  Bill ;  and  whether, 
considering  that  the  Parliamentary 
Deposits  and  Bonds  Act  was  promoted 
and  carried  by  the  Government  of  the 
day,  he  will  use  his  influence  with  the 
Government  to  induce  them  to  make  this 
Bill  a  Government  measure  1 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  :  I 
am  acquainted  with  the 
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Parliamentary  Deposits  Bill  to  which  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  refers.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  certainly  a  Bill  which  ought 
to  pass,  but  I  cannot  say  more  in  the 
matter. 

PEERS  AND  PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  I  beg  to 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
published  letter,  dated  22nd  May,  purport- 
ing to  have  been  addressed  by  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  to  an  elector  in  the  South- 
port  Division  of  Lancashire  in  support  of 
one  of  the  candidates  then  contesting  that 
constituency,  for  which  a  new  writ  was 
moved  upon  1 2th  May ;  also  to  a  letter  to  a 
similar  effect  alleged  to  have  been  written 
by  the  Bishop  of  Liverpool  ;  and,  if  the 
said  letters  be  genuine,  what  action  he 
proposes  to  take  with  a  view  either  to 
the  enforcement  or  repeal  of  the  Ses- 
sional Order  passed  at  his  instance  at  the 
beginning  of  this  Session,  in  which  it  is 
declared  to  be  a  high  infringement  of  the 
liberties'  and  privileges  of  the  Commons 
for  any  peer,  prelate,  or  other  lord  of  Par- 
liament to  concern  himself  in  the  election 
of  Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in 
Parliament ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
repeated  disregard  of  the  said  Sessional 
Order  by  Cabinet  Ministers  and  other 
leading  Peers  countenanced  openly  in  a 
recent  instance  by  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  of  long  standing,  including 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  he  proposes 
any  longer  to  recommend  the  retention 
of  an  Order  which,  as  he  himself  has 
stated,  this  House  is  powerless  to  enforce. 

The  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  As  regards  the  letters  to  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  refers,  I  know  nothing 
about  them,  and  consequently  do  not 
know  whether  they  were  or  were  not 

Private  letters  addressed  to  individuals, 
presume,  however,  that  they  were,  and 
if  they  were  I  do  not  think  they  would 
contravene  the  Sessional  Order  laid  down 
by  the  House.  That,  however,  is  a 
matter  on  which  I  am  no  greater  autho- 
rity than  my  right  hon.  friend.  As  regards 
the  general  question,  I  have  two  or  three 
times  explained  to  the  House  the  opinions 
I  myself  hold,  and  I  do  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  repeat  those  opinions. 
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Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  a  resolution 
prohibiting  the  use  of  the  Dum-Dum 
bullet  was  passed  at  Commission  No.  I.  of 
the  Peace  Conference  on  1st  June ; 
whether  this  resolution  was  opposed  by 
the  British  delegate ;  and  whether  he 
can  undertake  that  the  British  delegates 
will  be  instructed  not  to  oppose  this 
resolution  in  the  General  Conference. 
I  also  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  tho 
Treasury  whether  ho  can  state  what 
attitude  was  taken  by  the  British  delegate 
in  Commission  No.  I.  of  the  Peace  Con- 
ference on  the  question  of  dropping 
explosives  from  balloons. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  In  answer  to 
both  these  questions,  I  have  to  say  that  tho 
members  of  the  Conference  have  agreed 
that  their  proceedings  shall  be  conducted 
in  secret,  except  in  so  far  as  regards 
communications  which  are  made  with 
their  consent  to  representatives  of  the 
Press  on  the  spot.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  cannot,  under  these  circum- 
stances, make  any  communication  as  to 
the  instructions  given  to  or  the  attitude 
taken  by  the  British  delegates. 

IRELAND— EMERGENCY  MEN  CARRY- 
ING FIREARMS. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.) :  May  I 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  an  emer- 
gency man  named  Thomas  Crawford,  in 
the  employment  of  the  representatives  of 
the  late  Surgeon  O'Grady,  who  was  on  tho 
15th  May  arrested  for  drunkenness  near 
the  town  of  Abbeyfeale,  county  Limerick, 
and  for  firing  a  loaded  revolver,  with  the 
result  that  a  man  named  Ahearn  was 
wounded  in  the  hand  1  Is  he  aware  that 
Crawford  was  fined  20s.  for  being  drunk, 
and  only  2s.  6d.  for  firing  his  revolver,  by 
the  magistrates  sitting  in  petty  sessions 
at  Abbeyfeale  ?  Is  Crawford  still  per- 
mitted to  carry  loaded  firearms  1  And 
can  he  inform  the  House  upon  what 
grounds  did  the  magistrates  refuse  the 
application  of  Mr.  Ahearne's  solicitor  for 
informations  against  Crawford  1 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  facts  are 
substantially  as  stated  in  the  question, 
except  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  Mr. 
Ahearn  was  wounded  in  the  hand  as  a 
result  of  the  discharge  of  the  revolver. 
He  made  no  complaint  in  the  matter  until 
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the  17th  of  May,  and  the  head  constable 
of  police  who  then  examined  his  hand 
could  find  no  trace  of  recent  injury. 
What  was  pointed  out  as  the  alleged 
wound  was  a  perfectly  healed  scar.  I 
presume  the  magistrates  refused  to  send 
the  case  for  trial  because  they  did  not 
consider  that  the  scar  was  caused  by 
Crawford.  The  police  took  possession  of 
Crawford's  revolver  on  the  15th  of  May, 
and  Government  have  since  ordered  the 
revocation  of  his  licence  to  keep  firearms. 


PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  desire,  sir,  with  your 
permission,  to  say  a  few  words  in  the 
nature  of  a  personal  explanation.  Last 
Friday  I  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  I  was  correct  in  stating 
that,  in  my  recollection,  the  Government 
had  at  an  earlier  date  in  the  Session  de- 
clared their  intention  of  submitting  a 
Bill  in  Parliament  for  the  grant  to  Lord 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  that  occasion  declared  that 
I  was  incorrect,  and  that  the  Government 
had  made  no  such  statement,  and  that  he 
had  all  through  expressed  his  intention 
of  proceeding  according  to  the  arrange- 
ment now  proposed.  I  think  I  am  en- 
titled to  try  to  prove  that  my  memory 
was  accurate,  and  I  would  point  out  that 
on  February  17  last  I  put  a  question  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  first 
reference  made  during  the  present  Session, 
I  think,  to  the  proposod  grant.  I  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
it  was  proposed  to  ask  the  House  to  vote 
any  sum  to  Lord  Kitchener  in  respect  of 
the  battle  of  Omdurman,  and,  if  so, 
when  the  Vote  would  be  taken ;  and 
I  also  asked  whether  the  procedure 
would  be  by  Bill  or  by  Vote. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
answered : 

"  Yes,  sir ;  we  shall  ask  the  House  of  ! 
Commons  to  vote  a  sum  of  £30,000,  which  j 
will  probably  be  invested  in  the  purchase  of  I 
an  annuity  for  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  j 
I  think  the  procedure  must  be  by  Bill,  and  it 
will  be  taken  at  an  early  date."  j 

I  think  1  am  entitled  to  call  the  atten- ' 
tion  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  two  subsequent  occasions  on 
which  the  matter  was  referred  to,  for  it 
will  be  in  the  memory  of  the  House 
that  he  said  that  he  had  in  his  mind  all 
along  the  proceeding  by  Vote  in  Com-  j 
mittee  of  Supply.    On  the  20th  February  | 


the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  at  what  date 
the  Bill  for  giving  Lord  Kitchener 
£30,000  would  be  introduced ;  and  the 
First  Lord  replied : 

"  I  am  afraid  1  cannot  give  an  answer  to  the 
question  at  present.  An  the  bon.  (i  en  tie  man 
knows,  I  rather  hoped  to  begin  the  ordinary 
legislative  work  of  the  Session  to-day.  That 
hope  has  been  disappointed,  and  the  ordinary 
work  cannot  now  begin  until  Thursday.  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  ask  the  question  on 
Thursday,  I  will  endeavour  to  answer  him." 

Wheroupon  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Clare  said  he  would  put 
the  question  on  Thursday.  On  the  23rd 
February  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
asked  the  following  question,  on  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  : 

"  When  the  Bill  to  grant  £30,000  to  Lord 
Kitchener  will  be  introduced." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  replied  : 

cannot  give  a  definite  answer  to  this 
question,  bnt  T  will  undertake  to  give  a  week  s 
notice  before  any  steps  iu  the  matter  are  taken 
by  the  Government. 

I  do  not  for  one  moment  insinuate,  nor  do 
I  believe,  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  any  intention  of  deceiving  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  the  House  is 
entitled  to  get  the  information  which  it 
asked  for.  I  am  also  entitled  to  prove 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  reply  to  a  question,  declared  that 
the  procedure  would  be  by  way  of 
Bill,  and  not  by  Vote  in  Committee  of 
Supply ;  and  I  think  I  have  estabb'shed 
the  tact  that  I  was  right. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  the  hon. 
Member  has  appealed  to  me,  I  gladly  re- 
cognise that  there  is  some  justification  for 
the  view  he  took.  It  is,  however,  the 
fact  that  I  had  forgotten  the  particular 
questions  and  answers  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred. It  is  also  the  fact  that  it  was 
desired  that  the  question  should  be  dealt 
with  in  Committee  of  Supply  by  way  of  a 
Vote,  rather  than  by  a  Bill.  There  were, 
no  doubt,  precedents  which  seem  to  be  in 
favour  of  proceeding  by  Bill  rather  than 
by  Vote,  but  investigations  show  that  the 
precedents  as  a  whole  point  to  the  proce- 
dure by  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply.  As 
I  am  on  my  legs,  it  may  l>e  convenient 
for  the  House  to  know  that  on  Thursday 
next  I  shall  propose  a  resolution  embody- 
ing the  thanks  of  this  House  to  the  officers 
and  men  engaged  in  the  Soudan  campaign. 
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INTERFERENCE  OF  PEERS  IN  THE 
ELECTION  FOR  THE  SOUTHPORT 
DIVISION  OF  LANCASHIRE. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  question  of  privilege.  In 
answer  to  a  question,  I  elicited  from  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  the  statement 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  letters  to 
which  my  question'referred.  Now,  I  have, 
unfortunately,  during  the  present  Session 
had  occasion  more  than  once  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  breaches  delibe- 
rately made  of  the  Sessional  Order  regard- 
ing the  interference  of  Peers  in  Parlia- 
mentary elections.  But  the  case  which  I 
desire  now  very  briefly  to  submit  to  the 
House  differs  in  one  very  important  point 
from  others  which  have  been  raised. 
When  I  raised  other  questions  of  this 
character  I  was  told  that  until  the  issue  of 
the  writ  the  House  had  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  taking  any  cognisance  of  breaches 
of  the  Sessional  Order.  I  never  admitted 
myself  that  there  was  any  ground  for  the 
differentiation.  I  never  admitted  that  the 
mere  fact  of  the  writ  issuing  or  not  took 
away  any  force  from  the  Sessional  Order 
passed  every  year.  With  the  permission 
of  the  House  1  shall  read  a  short  extract 
from  one  of  the  letters,  and  the  whole  of 
the  other  letter,  which  is  very  short. 
The  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
was  not,  as  my  right  hon.  friend  surmised, 
a  private  letter,  but  was  obviously  written 
to  be  published.  It  is  addressed  apparently 
to  a  perfect  stranger,  and  could  have  been 
written  for  no  other  purpose  than  being 
printed.  It  appeared  in  one  of  the  local 
newspapers,  which  stated: 

"  The  following  reply  has  been  received  by  a 
Sonthport  Unionist,  who  called  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire's  attention  to  the  reasons  urged  by 
and  on  behalf  of  a  few  Southport  Liberal 
Unionists  for  not  on  this  occasion  considering 
it  their  paramount  duty  to  oppose  the  Home 
Rule  candidate." 

The  reply  is  dated  Lismore  Castle,  May  22  ; 
and  I  may  say  in  passing  that  the  writ 
for  tho  Southport  election  was  issued  ten 
days  before,  although  I  myself  attach  no 
importance  whatever  to  the  argument 
that  the  breach  of  privilege  depends  on 
whether  the  interference  is  before  or  after 
the  issue  of  the  writ.    The  letter  runs  : 

"Sir,— I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
19th  in»t.,  and  am  sorry  to  near  that  there  is 
any  difference  of  opinion  among  Liberal 
Unionists  at  Southport  as  to  the  duty  of 


giving  their  support  to  Mr.  Balfour.  .  .  . 
The  present  demoralisation  and  powerlessness 
of  the  Opposition  are,  in  my  opinion,  most  in- 
adequate reasons  for  supporting  a  candidate 
whose  return  would,  in  however  small  a 
degree,  tend  to  resuscitate  the  unfortunate 
Home  Rule  proposals  which  were  rejected  at 
the  last  General  Election." 

Then,  sir,  the  Bishop  of  Liverpool  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  a  Churchman  in 
Southport : 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  answer  your  question  without 
any  hesitation.  If  I  had  a  vote  for  Southport, 
I  should  certainly  not  give  it  to  any  candidate 
who  was  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland." 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  heartily  sym- 
pathise with  every  word  contained  in 
those  letters.  I  feel  also  bound  to  add 
that  I  myself  consider  that  both  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  and  the  Bishop  of  Liver- 
pool were  perfectly  right  in  writing  those 
letters  ;  but,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
told  me  on  a  previous  occasion  that  the 
fact  of  the  alleged  breach  of  privilege  being 
committed  before  the  issue  of  the  writ  pre- 
vented his  taking  notice  of  it,  I  desire  to 
emphasise  the  fact  that  such  an  answer 
would  not  hold  good  at  the  present 
moment.  Now,  sir,  it  is  not  for  the  House 
to  deal  in  a  legislative  capacity  with  this 
question.  It  is  not  for  me  to  express 
an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Order  is  wise 
or  foolish  ;  the  duty  before  the  House  is  a 
judicial  duty.  We  have  to  interpret  our 
Order  upon  judicial  lines,  and  it  is  to  that 
point  that  I  shall  endeavour  to  confine 
myself.  It  is  necessary,  no  doubt,  from  a 
judicial  standpoint  that  both  sides  of  tho 
question  should  be  placed  before  the 
House,  and,  very  briefly,  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  do  so.  It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety 
that  every  Prime  Minister  during  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  has  set  this  Order  at 
defiance,  and  consequently  we  must  not 
judge  harshly  the  noble  duke  and  tho 
bishop  if  they  may  think  that  they  were 
perfectly  justified  in  adopting  this  course. 
They  no  doubt  remembered  that  Lord 
Beaconsfield,  when  Prime  Minister  of 
England,  set  this  Order  at  defiance,  and 
Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord  Rosebery  also 
set  it  at  defiance.  But  there  have  been 
recent  cases  brought  before  the  House, 
every  one  of  which,  I  think,  shows  that 
this  House  is  not  in  earnest  in  its  desire 
to  enforce  the  Order.  The  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  is,  as  we  know,  the 
head  of  the  law,  threw  his  great 
weight  into  the  scale  in  favour  of  the 
proceeding  in  question  not  being  a 
breach  of  the  law,  and  consequently  the 
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Duke  of  Devonshire  and  the  Bishop  of 
Liverpool  may  feel  called  upon,  in  reply, 
to  quote  that  high  authority  in  favour  of 
their  contention.  When  I  speak  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  I  must  remind  the 
House  that  this  is  not  a  case,  any 
more  than  the  others  to  whom  I  have 
recently  drawn  attention,  of  an  obscure 
peer.  My  right  hon.  friend  the 
Leader  of  the  House  has  imagined  me 
spending  a  great  part  of  my  time  in 
endeavouring  to  rake  up  cases  of  this 
sort.  I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that,  so  far  from  that  being  the  case, 
I  have  declined  to  bring  before  the  House 
numerous  cases  which  have  been  men- 
tioned to  me.  I  have  always  gone  on 
the  principle  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  member  for  Dartford  (Sir  W.  Hart 
Dyke)  so  pithily  put  when  he  said  that  I 
had  gone  to  the  top  of  the  tree  to  find 
the  fish.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  cannot 
be  stated  to  be  an  obscure  peer 
any  more  than  the  Lord  Chancellor 
or  those  other  peers  I  have  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  this  Sessional 
Order.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  will  be 
remembered  in  the  House  of  Commons  as 
an  old  Parliamentary  hand.  He  is  not 
merely  a  leader  at  this  moment  of  one  of 
the  recognised  parties  in  the  State,  but  he 
was  for  some  years  an  acknowledged 
leader  when  the  party  opposite  was  in 
opposition,  and  he  is  one  of  the  highest 
authorities  on  Parliamentary  procedure. 
I  must  also  point  out  that  the  noble  Duke 
has  had  some  considerable  experience  in 
the  interpretation  of  this  very  Sessional 
Order.  It  will  be  remembered  that  a 
complaint  was  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth, that  he  went  down  to  Derby,  the 
county  of  which  the  noble  Duke  was 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  delivered  a  speech 
of  an  electioneering  character,  and  we  are 
aware  that  at  Darlington,  after  the  issue 
of  the  writs  from  the  Crown  Office  for  the 
general  election  of  1895,  a  very  able 
speech  was  delivered  by  the  noble  Duke 
on  current  topics  which  had  been  sub 
mitted  to  the  electorate,  with  the  candi- 
date for  Darlington  by  his  side.  Therefore, 
sir,  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  the  case  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  one  which,  if 
passed  over,  as  I  hope  it  will  be,  by  this 
House,  will  finally  and  indelibly 
emphasise  the  opinion  of  the  House 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  correct 
when  he  said  that  this  Order  was  a  sham 
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and  a  farce.  Sir,  I  quoted  my  right  hon. 
friend  on  a  previous  occasion,  and  I  will 
not  do  so  again.  But  I  think  it  right  to 
point  out  that  my  right  hon.  friend  is  not 
alone  in  his  opinion  amongst  his  col- 
leagues as  to  this  being  a  sham  and  a  farce. 
If  it  is  desired  to  enforce  this  obso- 
lete Order,  the  least  my  right  hon. 
friend  can  do  is  to  lend  his 
countenance  as  far  as  he  can  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Order.  But  what  did 
we  find  the  other  day  when  I  called 
attention  to  the  case  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  of  other  peers?  We  find 
that  some  twenty  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  themselves  took  part  in  the 
proceedings.  They  were  not  obscure  or 
young  Members.  They  were  headed 
by  my  hon.  friend  the  Father  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  who,  for  upwards  of 
forty  years  has  had  experience  of  Par- 
liamentary ruling.  A  gentleman  who 
was  present  tells  me  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  was  moved  into  the 
chair  by  one  of  the  oldest  Members  of 
this  House,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  the  proposition  was  seconded 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
These  are  two  high  Parliamentary  autho- 
rities, and  certeinly  old  hands.  I  found 
them  here  thirty-four  years  ago  when  I 
first  entered  the  House,  and  one  was  a 
Cabinet  Minister  very  shortly  after  that 
time.  Therefore,  sir,  I  need  not  detain 
the  House  further  than  by  calling  my  right 
hon.  friend's  attention  to  another  great 
authority  upon  this  subject — Lord  James. 
Lord  James,  another  of  the  Cabinet  col- 
leagues of  my  right  hon.  friend,  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  greatest  authorities  living  on 
election  law,  and  he  took  a  very  active 
part  in  all  the  legislation  regulating 
elections  in  this  country  for  many  years. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  report  of  a  speech 
of  his  delivered  in  this  House,  in  which  he 
said — 

"  The  resolution  we  pass  every  year  is  an 
obsolete  and  a  meaningless  resolution,  and  the 
time  will  come — next  Session,  I  hope — when 
the  House  of  Commons  will  have  to  say 
whether  the  period  has  not  arrived  when  we 
should  cease  altogether  to  go  through  this  form 
of  protesting  without  foundation,  and  without 
having  the  power  to  give  any  effect  to  our 

Srotests.    The  resolution  does  not  add*  to  the 
ignity  of  the  House  or  to  the  protection  of 
its  Members." 

Now  I  have  shown  that  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire has  on  more  than  one  occasion  proved 
that  he  takes  an  enlightened  view  of  this 
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absurd  obsolete  Order,  and  that  being  so  j  objection  to  repeating  the  same  arguments 


I  place  the  matter  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
House.  I  have  no  desire  to  anticipate 
the  commencement  of  the  next  Session  , 
but  if  I  am  in  a  position  to  do  so  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  afford  the  House  an 
opportunity  once  and  for  all  of  getting  rid 
of  this  absurd  and  meaningless  Order- 
Meanwhile  I  shall  put  myself  in  order  by 
moving  a  Resolution. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  it  having  been  represented  to  this 
House  that  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Liverpool  did  severally  infringe 


more  than  a  certain  number  of  times. 
I  have  really  nothing  to  add  to 
the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  advise 
the  House  on  a  previous  occasion,  as  I 
advise  it  now,  'not  to  take  any  formal 
action  in  regard  to  these  matters. 
Whether  a  court  of  law — if  the  matter 
could  be  referred  to  it — would  decide  that 
the  two  letters  read  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  are  breaches  of  the  Standing  Order 
or  not  I  am  unable  to  say ;  but  of  one 
thing  I  am  certain,  and  that  is,  that  the 
Standing  Order  is  not  without  effect,  and 


the  liberties  and  privileges  of  this  house  by  i  ^  effect-  It  conduces  to  the  abstention 
concerning  themselves  in  the  election  of  a   °.  . .  .  . 


concerning 

member  to  represent  the  Southport  Division  of 
the  county  of  Lancashire  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  alleged  breaches  of 
privilege." — {Mr.  James  Lowthcr.) 


Sir  WILFRID  LAWrSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  for  more  than  a  moment,  but  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  a  few  words  in 
support  of  the  proposition.  I  do  not 
think  that  anybody  can  say  that  the 
present  state  of  affairs  is  satisfactory.  In 


of  Members  of  the  other  House  from  our 
electoral  contests,  which  would  not  occur 
if  the  Order  were  repealed.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  a  mere  empty  form.  Whether 
it  is  desirable  to  exclude  the  House  of  Lords 
from  entering  into  our  electoral  affairs  is 
another  matter.  I  do  not  know  whether 
my  right  hon.  friend  would  agree  with  me 
on  that  point— I  rather  think  he  would 
not ;  but  he  has  not  raised  it  now,  though 
he  threatens  to  raise  it  next  Session.  It 
was  raised  last  Session,  and  the  Session 
public  or  private  life  the  most  contemptible  I  before  the  last,  and  the  Session  before 


that,  and  so  on  back  into  the  indefinite 
past,  whenever  the  Sessional  Order  came 
up  for  discussion.  In  the  meantime  I 
strongly  advise  the  House  not  to  take  any 
steps  with  regard  to  these  letters,  and 
although,  perhaps,  it  may  be  less  relevant 
to  the  point  of  order,  I  do  not  advise  the 
House  now  any  more  than  in  the  past  to 
make  any  change  in  the  Standing  Order 
which  would  have  more  far-reaching  and 


of  all  characters  is  the  swaggerer,  and  I 
think  it  is  a  bit  of  swagger  on  our  part  to 
affirm  a  resolution,  threatening  all  sorts  of 
pains  and  ponalties,  which  we  have  not  the 
slightest  power  to  carry  out. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  My  right  hon. 
friend,  if  perseverance  deserves  reward,  is 
certainly  predestined,  after,  I  suppose,  a 
long  series  of  similar  speeches,  to  succeed     . .  ,  , 

in  his  endeavour.    This,  I  think,  is  the  I  7**?™*?*  re8ult8  thm  my  nght  hon- 
third  or  fourth  time  in  the  course  of  the  j  fnend  antlclPates- 
present  Session  in  which  he  has  brought 

the  same  matter  before  the  House  in  |     Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  After  the 

substantially  the  same  speech,  and  really  !  renewed  assurance  of  my  right  hon.  friend 

the  importunate  widow  is  not  in  it  with  that  peers  can  do  what  they  like,  I  will 

my  right  hon.  friend.    I  confess  I  am  i  not  proceed  any  further  in  the  matter. 

unwilling  to  imitate  my  right  hon.  friend  (Cries  of  "  Divide,  divide.") 

-in  one  respect.    Doubtless  he  has  less  ^ 

.  .  i  .  .      i    Question  put. 

reason  to  regret  the  necessary  repetitions  1 

which  these  discussions  force  upon  him,  The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  86.  Noes, 
but  I  myself  have  personally  the  strongest  231.    (Division  List  No.  169.) 
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AYES. 
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M'Ghee,  Richard 
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Palmer,  Sir  Chas.  M  (Durham) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pilkington,SirG.  A.(LancS.W.) 


Pirie,  Duncan  V. 

Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 

Scott,  Charles  Prestwioh 
(Leigh) 

Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 

Souttar,  Robinson 

Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 

Steadman,  William  Charles 

Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

Strachey,  Edward 

Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
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Tully,  Jasper 

Ure,  Alexander 
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Warner.Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
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Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
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Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
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Woods,  Samuel 

Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
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Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent) 
and  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson. 


AUhusen,  AtigustusHy.Eden 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  ReyneU 
Arnold,  Alfred 
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Arrol,  Sir  William 
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Balfour,  Rt  Hn.  A.J.  (Mnoh'r. 
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Bathnrst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beach,  1U  Hn  Sir  M  H(Bristol) 
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Bereaford,  Lord  Charles 
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Blundell.  Colonel  Henry 
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Brassey,  Albert 
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Cayier,  Sir  Charles  William 


NOES. 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chamberlain,  RtHn.J.  (Birm) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Wor*r.) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
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Coddington,  Sir  William 
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Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colville,  John 
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Courtney,  RtHon.LeonardH. 
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Crombie,  John  William 
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Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder.  Sir  John  P. 
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Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
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Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
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Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
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Field,  Admiral  (Eastbonrne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayee 


Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitunaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flannery,  Sir  Forteecue 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gilliat  John  Saunders 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  Walford  D.  (Wedn'b'y) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,SirWilliam  Brampton 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton.Rt.Hn.Lord  George 
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Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
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Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
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Horier.Hon.JamesHenry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
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Jackaon,Rt.Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
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Johnson-Ferguson.Jabez  Edw. 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Kemp,  George 
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Kimber,  Henry 
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Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
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Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  Charles  W.  ( Evesham 
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Lowther.RtHn  J  W(Cum'land) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
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Max  well,Rt.  Hon.SirHerbertE 
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Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
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Pierpoint,  Robert 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  SirM.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Roberto,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Herberts  Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Russell.Gen.F.S.  (Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hn .  Col  Ed  w.  J. 
Sooble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sideoottom,  Win.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Soaraes,  Arthur  Wellesley 
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Stanley,  Hn.  Arthur(Ormskirk 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Term  ant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw. Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Wallace,  Robert  (Edinburgh) 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Wankly n,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Webster,  SirR.E.(I.  ofWight) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whiteley ,  H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  (Powell  (Birm.) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.H.(  Yorks.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Woodall,  William 
Wortley,  Rt.Hon.C.B.Stuart- 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Wyndn  am,  George 
WyvilL  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Younger,  William 
Tellers  for  the  Noes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 


MESSAGE  FROM  HER   MAJESTY  TO 
THE  HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  DELIVERED 
BY  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR. 

Mr.  J.  G.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I 
wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
at  the  first  available  moment  to  what  I 
conceive  to  be  a  gross  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  this  House,  and  to  put  my- 
self in  order  I  will  read  the  resolution 
which  I  intend  to  submit  to  the  House. 
I  shall  not  detain  the  House  five  minutes, 
and  then  we  shall  hear  what  the  First 
Ix)rd  of  the  Treasury  has  to  say,  and  I 
wish  him  a  happy  deliverance.  The 
resolution  is  this  : — 

"  That  the  action  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in 

firesenting  to  the  House  of  Lords  a  message 
rom  Her  Majesty  recommending  that  she 
should  be  enabled  to  grant  to  Lord  Kitchener 
a  sum  of  £30,000  is  a  departure  from  ancient 
constitutional  precedent ;  is  contrary  to  the 
usage  of  Parliament ;  and  is  a  gross  breach  of 
the  privilege  of  this  House,  inasmuch  as  the 
message  attributes  to  the  House  of  Lords  the 
power  of  initiating  money  grants,  which  alone 
appertains  to  the  House  of  Commons,  instead 
of  concurring  in  these  grants." 


That  is  absolutely  flagrant.  The  first 
authority  that  I  would  like  to  quote  to 
the  House  is  Sir  Erskine  May,  and  I  will 
only  quote  two  sentences.  He  says,  "  The 
responsibility  discharged  by  the  House  of 
Lords  in  the  granting  of  supplies  for  the 
service  of  the  time  is  concurrence,  and 
not  initiation."  I  need  not  remind  the 
House  that,  though  this  is  the  Queen's 
message,  it  is  in  reality  a  message  for 
which  the  Ministers  are  responsible.  The 
message  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  this 
case  is  identical  in  words  to  that  received 
by  this  House,  as  if  there  were  a  concurrent 
and  co-ordinate  jurisdiction,  which  there 
is  not.  We  are  told  that  this  message  is 
identical  with  the  message  which  came  to 
the  House  in  reference  to  Sir  Qarnet 
Wolscley  in  1874  ;  but  in  that  case  there 
was  a  message  conveyed  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  as  in  Kitchener's  case,  with  this 
difference — Her  Majesty,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  eminent  services  of  Major- 
General  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  in  conducting 
the  Ashantee  campaign,  and  desiring  to 
confer  some  signal  mark  of  her  favour, 
"  recommends  ^  the  ^o^^  Lords  to 
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concur  n  with  the  House  of  Commons  in 
enabling  Her  Majesty  to  grant  to  Sir 
Garnet  Wolseley  £30,000.  Those  were 
also  the  terms  that  were  adopted  in  1841 
and  in  1857,  when  in  similar  cases  the 
House  of  Lords  was  asked  to  concur.  We 
have  the  words  of  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow, 
who  said  Ministers  had  always  sent  these 
messages  to  both  Houses,  but  the  distinc- 
tion of  the  wording  was  that  the  initia- 
tion in  making  the  grant  of  money  is  to 
be  only  with  the  Commons,  as  is  done  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  I  put  this 
matter  before  the  House  as  a  matter  for 
ito  observation,  and  I  think  it.  is  a  gross 
breach  of  privilege.  With  these  words  I 
beg  to  move  the  Resolution  and  bring  it 
up  to  the  chair. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  action  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in 
presenting  to  the  House  of  Lords  a  Message 
from  Her  Majesty,  recommending  that  she 
should  be  enabled  to  grant  to  Lord  Kitchener 
»  ram  of  £30,000,  is  a  departure  from  ancient 
constitutional  precedents,  contrary  to  the 
wage  of  Parliament,  and  a  gross  breach  of  the 
prmleges  of  this  House,  inasmuch  as  the  Mes- 
age  attributes  to  the  House  of  Lords  a  power  of 
initiating  money  grants  which  alone  appertains 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  instead  of  concurring 
in  those  grants."— (ifr.  Swift  MacNeM.) 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton  )  :  I 
think  my  hon.  friend  is  amply  justified  in 
the  course  he  has  taken  in  bringing  this 
matter  before  the  House.  A  difference 
in  the  form  of  words  may  be  a  matter  of 
serious  importance,  and  it  certainly  does 
»em  to  me  that  the  difference  between  a 
direct  invitation  to  the  House  of  Lords 
to  enable  the  Queen  to  carry  out  a  grant 
of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Lords  to  concur  with 
this  House  in  so  doing,  is  a  very  grave 
difference  indeed,  and  one  which  amply 
justifies  my  hon.  friend  in  moving  nis 
resolution.  The  proper  course  for  the 
Government  in  this  matter  would  clearly 
have  been  to  proceed  by  a  Resolution, 
base  a  Bill  upon  the  Resolution,  and  send 
the  Bill  to  the  House  of  Lords.  At  any 
**te  there  is  a  vast  and  vital  difference 
between  the  resolution  in  1874  and  the 
present  one.  I  beg  to  second  the  Resolu- 
tion. 

*Mjl  SPEAKER :  I  am  in  very  great 
doubt  whether  I  should  allow  this  matter 
to  be  brought  before  the  House  as  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege  at  all.  My  reason  for 
being  in  doubt  is  that  it  is  in  any  case 
necessary  that  the  House  of  Lords  should 
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take  some  action  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  grant  to  be  made.  The  Queen 
by  her  Message  asks  the  House  of  Lords 
to  enable  her  to  make  such  a  grant. 
What  the  hon.  Member  is  now  doing  is 
to  ask  the  House  to  assume  that  the 
message  is  to  be  interpreted  as  asking  the 
House  of  Lords  to  act  in  a  way  in  which 
they  are  not  entitled  to  act,  and  contrary 
to  the  privilege  of  this  House,  although 
the  language  is  consistent  with  a  request 
to  that  House  to  act  only  in  a  constitu- 
tional way.  I  am,  however,  very  anxious 
not  to  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility 
of  a  decision  where  there  is  any  ground 
for  suggesting  that  the  matter  may  be 
one  involving  a  question  of  privilege  for 
the  judgment  of  the  House.  The  only 
point  is  whether  the  word  "concur,' 
which  could  be  read  into  the  message  by 
implication,  ought  to  have  been  expressly 
used.  I  may  point  out  on  the  ques- 
tion of  precedent  that  in  1883,  when 
motions  were  made  for  grants  by  way  of 
pensions  to  Lord  Alcester  and  Lord 
Wolseley,  two  resolutions  were  submitted 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  in  one  of  which 
the  word  "  concur  "  was  used,  and  in  the 
other  left  out,  and  the  same  words  were 
used  in  the  latter  Resolution  as  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  hon.  Member  was  going  to 
raise  this  point.  I  understand  that  he 
makes  two  allegations — one  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  presumably  by  the  House  of  Lords  is 
contrary  to  the  precedents  and  practice 
of  Parliament ;  and  the  other  that  it  is  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House. 
Sir,  I  challenge  both  those  statements. 
Take  the  second  point  first.  Mr.  Speaker 
has  already  pointed  out  that  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Lords  and  the 
action  of  the  House  of  Lords  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  enable  this  grant  to  be  given. 
It  is  a  pure  assumption  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  which  he  does  not  himself 
seriously  hold — an  assumption  which  none 
of  us  hold,  and  an  assumption  which  not 
a  single  person  in  this  House  believes  to 
be  true — that  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the 
case  of  the  grant  to  Lord  Kitchener, 
are  going  to  violate  those  ancient  consti- 
tutional usages  which  are  divided  between 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  in  different 
measures,  the  responsibility  arising  from 
the  passing  of  the  Finance  Acts.  So  much 
for  the  point  of  substance.    On  the  point 


of  form,  ft  is  only  necessary  that  1  should 
repeat  to  the  House  what  has  already 
been  indicated  by  Mr.  Speaker — namely, 
that  so  high  a  constitutional  authority  as 
Mr.  Gladstone,  a  statesman  who  was 
never  supposed  to  be  oblivious  of  the  cons- 
titutional privileges  of  the  House  of  which 
he 'was  so  long  a  distinguished  ornament. 
In  the  time  of  Mr.  Gladstone  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  brought  down  to  the 
fiouse,  and  was  read  to  the  House  by  the 
Coader  of  the  House,  in  that  case  Lord 
GjWyille.    The  message  was  : — 

t '  -  •  "  Victoria  R. 

■**  Her  Majesty,  taking  into  consideration  the 
important  services  rendered  by  Garnet  Joseph 
Lprd  Woteeley,  general  in  Her  Majesty's 
Array,  in  the  course  of  the  recent  expedition 
te  Egypt,  and  being  desirous  to  confer  some 
signal  mark  of  her  favour  for  those  distin- 
guished services,  recommends  the  House  of 
Lords  to  enable  Her  Majesty  to  make  provi- 
sion to  secure  for  the  said  Garnet  Joseph  Lord 
Wolseley  and  his  next  surviving  male  heir  the 
sum  of  £2,000  per  annum." 

On  the  constitutional  point  the  words  I 
have  read  out  are  precisely  on  all  fours 
with  the  gracious  message  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  on  Friday  last,  read  out  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Whereas  it  is  clear  that 
there,  is  on  the  one  hand,  no  substantial 
invasion  of  our  privileges  intended  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  so  it  is  equally  plain, 
oa  the  other  hand,  that  what  they  have 
done  is  in  no  sense  contrary  to  tradition, 
or  precedent,  or  the  usage  of  Parliament. 
I  hope,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
bon.  Gentleman  will  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  press  his  motion  to  a  Division,  and 
that  he  will  permit  the  House  to  proceed 
to  the  discussion  which  it  is  anxiously 
waiting  for. 

Sm  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  think  we  are  in- 
debted to  my  hon.  friend  for  bringing  this 
matter  forward  (Ministerial  cries  of  "  Oh, 
oh  ! "  and  laughter).  Although  some  hon. 
Members  opposite  appear  to  differ  from  me 
on  this  point,  I  am  sure  the  Leader  of  the 
House  does  not  differ  from  me.  I  am 
sure  we  are  indebted  to  my  hon.  friend 
for  having  turned  his  watchful  eve  upon 
the  minutiee  of  the  proceedings  in 
another  place.  I  conceive  that  the 
main  point  which  he  had  in  view 
has  been  substantially  gained  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  House  having  formally  disclaimed 
the  slightest  intention  to  depart  from 
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former  precedents  and  usage  in  this 
matter.  I<;  is  unfortunate,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  those  of  us  who  take  a  rigid 
view  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
Houses  in  this  matter,  that  there  is  a  pre- 
cedent containing  the  very  words  which 
are  now  complained  of,  because  otherwise 
we  might  have  had  some  justification  B 
discerning  an  insidious  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
to  exalt  the  other  House  of  Parliament  at 
the  expense  of  this.  But  after  the  assur- 
ance of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
after  his  being  able  to  adduce  a  precedent 
coming  from  an  unimpeachable  source  for 
the  words  which  are  now  being  used,  I 
trust  my  hon.  friend  will  be  content  with 
the  substantial  victory  he  has  gained,  and 
not  put  the  House  to  any  further  trouble. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  stating  that,  while  asking  my  hon. 
friend  not  to  put  the  House  to 
the  trouble  of  a  Division,  I  do  not 
accept  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury's 
statement  that  there  is  a  precedent 
for  what  is  now  being  done.  If  I  am 
rightly  informed,  the  precedent  he  alluded 
to  was  on  an  occasion  when  the  Message 
was  made  the  foundation  of  a  Bill,  and  if 
that  be  true  it  is  no  precedent  whatever. 
Many  years  ago,  in  the  days  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Onslow,  in  order  to  settle  these 
disputes,  it  was  agreed  and  clearly  set 
forth  that  the  two  Houses  should  enact  on 
the  same  day,  but  that  the  Message  in 
each  House  should  be  in  different  terms, 
and  it  was  on  that  specific  understanding 
that  the  two  Houses  came  to  an  agree-, 
ment.  And  now  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seeks  to  establish  a  proposition  that 
it  is  in  accordance  with  precedent  that 
what  has  been  clearly  set  forth  is  to  be 
departed  from,  and  that  the  two  Messages 
to  the  two  Houses  are  to  be  in  identical 
words.  I  hold  that  this  procedure  is  not 
in  accordance  with  precedent.  This  is  a 
distinct  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House,  and  it  is  only  because  I  know, 
that  the  House  desires  to  go  on  with  the 
actual  question  before  it  that  I  urge  my 
hon.  friend  not  to  press  his  motion  to  a 
Division. 

Mr.  J.  G.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  : 
Having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  I  will  withdraw  my  motion,  and 
accept  the  moral  triumph. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed    to — Parish 
Councillors  (Tenure  of  Office)  Bill  with 
an  Amendment. 

Amendments  to  Coalville  Urban  Dis- 
trict Gas  Bill  [Lords],  Glastonbury  Water 
Bill  [Lords],  Queen's  Ferry  Bridge  Bill 
[Lords],  without  Amendment.  That 
they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act 
for  supplying  with  gas  the  parish  of  Cob- 
ham,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and 
adjacent  places."  [Cobb. am  Gas  Bill 
[Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled  "  An  Act  to 
authorise  the  sale  of  the  church  of  All 
Saints',  Tyndall  Street,  in  the  county 
borough  of  Cardiff,  with  the  site  thereof, 
and  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of 
sale  to  the  provision  of  a  new  church ; 
and  for  other  purposes."  [All  Saints' 
Church  (Cardiff)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
empower  the  Weston-super-Mare,  Cleve- 
doa,  and  Portishead  Tramways  Company 
to  construct  light  railways  in  the  county 
of  Somerset;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Weston-super-Mare,  Clevedon,  andPortis- 
head  Tramways  Company  (Light  Railway 
Extensions)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confer  further  powers  on  the  Corporation 
of  Whitehaven  with  respect  to  their 
water  and  electric  lighting  undertakings, 
to  extend  the  borough  of  Whitehaven,  to 
consolidate  the  rates  of  the  borough  and 
simplify  the  collection  thereof ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Whitehaven  Corpora- 
tion BUI  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
empower  the  Birmingham,  North  War- 
wickshire, and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Bail- 
way  Company  to  make  new  railways  in 
the  counties  of  Worcester  and  Warwick  ; 
and  for  other  purposes."  [Birmingham, 
North  Warwickshire,  and  Stratford-upon- 
Avon  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the 
abolition  of  the  perpetual  curacy  of  the 
consecrated  chapel,  called  'Grosvenor 
Chapel,'  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  George, 
Hanover  Square,  in  the  county  and 
diocese  of  London,  and  for  vesting  the 
said  chapel  in  the  rector  of  the  said 
parish ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Gros- 
TOfcot  Chapel  (London)  Bill  [Lords].  . 


Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  em- 
power the  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
district  of  Moss  Side  to  work  any  tram- 
way for  the  time  being  belonging  to  or 
leased  by  them ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
[Moss  Side  Urban  District  Council  (Tram- 
ways) Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  em- 
power the  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
district  of  Stretford  to  work  any  tram- 
way for  the  time  being  belonging  to  or 
leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Stretford  Urban  District  Council  (Tram- 
ways) Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
empower  the  Urban  District  Council  for 
the  district  of  Withington  to  work  any 
tramway  for  the  time  being  belonging  to 
or  leased  by  them ;  and  for  other  pur- 
purposes."  [Withington  Urban  District 
Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]. 

COBHAM  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH  (CARDIFF) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

WESTON  -  SUPER  -  MARE,  CLEVEDON, 
AND  PORTISHEAD  TRAMWAYS 
COMPANY  (LIGHT  RAILWAY  EX- 
TENSIONS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

WHITEHAVEN  CORPORATION  BtLL 
[Lords]. 

BIRMINGHAM,  NORTH  WARWICK- 
SHIRE, AND  STRATFORD-UPON- 
AVON  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  (LONDON)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

MOSS  SIDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

STRETFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

WITHINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

JONES'  DIVORCE  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered, — That  a  Message  be  sent  to 
the  Lords,  to  request  that  their  Lordships 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  this 
House,  Copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
and  Proceedings,  together  with  the  Docu- 
ments deposited,  in  the  case  of  Jones' 
Divorce  Bill  [Lords] ;  and  that  the  Clerk 
do  carry  the  said  Message. 

Ordered, — That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Select  Committee  on 

L  "2 '  *  ' 
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that  they  do  hear  Counsel  and  examine 
Witnesses  for  Jones'  Divorce  Bill  [Lords], 
and  also  that  they  do  hear  Counsel  and 
examine  Witnesses  against  the  Bill,  if  the 
Parties  concerned  think  fit  to  be  heard  by 
Counsel  and  produce  Witnesses. — (Mr. 
Attorney  General.) 


SUPPLY. 

(Message  from  Her  Majesty  [Grant  to 
Lord  Kitchener]), — considered  in  Com- 
mittee : — 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Queen's  Message  [2nd  June]  read. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  Mr.  Lowther,  in  the  earlier  hours 
of  last  September  the  whole  country  was 
in  a  mood  of  anxious,  if  hopeful,  ex- 
pectation. It  was  known  that  the  long 
drama  of  the  Soudan,  extending  for  sixteen 
years,  was  visibly  and  surely  drawing  to 
a  close.  That  drama  is  one  on  which  we 
cannot  look  back  with  unmingled  satis- 
faction. It  has  been  marked  by  some 
great  disasters,  by  some  barren  successes, 
but  by  one  tragic  event  which  has  stamped 
itself  indelibly  in  the  hearts  and  memories 
of  the  people  of  these  islands ;  and  the 
question,  Sir,  connected  with  this  great 
drama  was  of  what  character  would  be  the 
final  catastrophe.  We  knew  that  the 
enemy  whom  we  had  to  meet  was  far 
superior  to  us  in  numbers ;  that  in  point 
of  courage  and  daring  they  were  not  in- 
ferior to  any  fighting  troops  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen ;  that  they  fought 
with  the  great  advantages  accruing  to  the 
fact  that  they  were  in  their  own  country, 
and  that  we  were  divided  from  our  mili- 
tary base  by  many  miles  of  country  and 
great  difficulties.  The  question,  there- 
fore, which  we  asked  ourselves,  not  with- 
out some  pardonable  anxiety,  was  whether 
the  superior  arms,  superior  organisation, 
and  the  superior  strategy  of  our 
own  forces  enabled  us  to  bring  this 
long  controversy  to  a  final  and 
triumphant  issue.  Sir,  the  fact  that 
the  mid-day  sun  on  the  2nd  of  September 
saw  finally  and  for  ever  the  power  of 
Mahdism  crushed  was  due,  above  all 
others,  to  the  genius  of  the  man  whom  we 
desire  to-day  to  honour  and  reward. 
Mr.  Lowther,  I  hope  that  no  hon. 
Gentleman  will  this  afternoon  allow  the 
course  which  he  proposes  to  take  upon 
this  Vote  to  be  warped  or  modified  by 


any  view  which  he  may  entertain  upon 
the  question  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  advancing  from  Wady  Haifa  to 
Khartoum.  On  that  policy  sharp  differ- 
ences have  divided  us  in  the  past.  Those 
differences  are  not  yet  healed,  and  I  do 
not  anticipate  that  the  division  of  judg- 
ment which  has  shown  itself  in  the  course 
of  many  sharp  debates  can  be  expected  to 
die  out  until  history  gives  some  final 
verdict  upon  the  policy  which  we  have 
thought  it  right  to  pursue.  No  man.  Sir, 
by  the  vote  he  gives  to-night,  will  in  any 
way  prejudice  the  views  which  he  may 
take  upon  these  broad  questions  of  policy, 
and  I  venture  respectfully  to  submit  to 
the  Committee  that  not  only  would  the 
discussion  of  questions  of  controversy 
such  as  these  to  which  I  have  referred,  if 
permitted,  interfere  with  our  unanimity 
on  the  present  occasion  and  deprive 
our  action  of  something  of  its  grace, 
but  I  would  submit  also  that  it 
is  on  the  worst  possible  precedent 
and  example  so  far  as  the  relations 
between  the  civil  and  military  powers 
are  concerned.  Sir,  those  who  would 
withhold  from  a  successful  general  his 
merited  reward,  not  on  the  ground  of 
military  incompetence  or  incapacity,  but 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  carrying  out  a 
policy  of  which  they  disapprove,  are,  in 
effect,  saying  to  him,  and  to  the  gallant 
soldiers  who  supported  him,  "  You  have  en- 
dured hardships ;  you  have  faced  death  j 
you  have  gone  on  an  expedition  where 
defeat  meant  instantaneous  destruction  or 
slavery,  of  which  instantaneous  destruc- 
tion would  have  been  by  far  a  more  happy 
lot.  All  this  you  have  done  ;  you  have  done 
it  with  courage,  competence,  and  perse- 
verance, and  you  have  done  it  to  the  best 
of  your  ability  ;  we  are  proud  of  the  skill 
which  you  have  shown,  but  you  have  done 
it  in  a  cause  of  which  we  disapprove,  and, 
because  we  disapprove  of  it,  therefore 
we  withhold  from  you  the  reward 
which  on  other  grounds  you  have 
so  honourably  and  justly  earned." 
An  argument  like  that  requires  our 
soldiers  to  mix  themselves  up  with  ques- 
tions of  policy.  It  compels  them  to  con- 
sider not  merely  whether  they  are  to  obey 
orders,  but  what  the  orders  are  which  they 
are  required  to  obey  ;  and  though  we  live  in 
a  country  so  happily  circumstanced  and 
with  constitutional  traditions  so  deeply 
based  that  we  can  hardly  conceive  even 
the  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
military  power  with  the  authority  of  the 
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civil  power,  yet  if  such  a  thing  were  j 
possible  the  course  I  am  commenting 
upon  would  be  the  very  course  to  bring 
it  about.  For  a  country  in  which  the 
Army  seriously  concerns  itself  in  ques- 
tions of  policy  is  a  country  on  the  verge 
of  a  military  despotism.  If,  therefore,  as 
I  conceive,  the  one  question  before  the 
Committee  on  the  present  occasion  is  a 
question  of  military  merit,  then  I  venture 
to  say  that  on  this  question  the  country 
has  long  made  up  its  mind,  and  months 
ago  has  given  an  authoritative  decision. 
My  mind  goes  back  to  the  great 
banquet  held  in  the  Mansion  House, 
I  think  in  the  early  days  of  Novem- 
ber, at  which  Lord  Salisbury,  Lord 
Bosebery  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  member  for  Monmouthshire  all  vied 
with  each  other  in  giving  praise,  lavish 
praise,  but  not  excessive  praise,  to  the 
hero  of  Omdurman.    Exploits  which  are 

C-  ed  alike  by  Lord  Salisbury,  Lord 
bery  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Monmouthshire  are 
exploits  which  seem  to  me  to  have  no 
critics  in  any  quarter  of  this  House,  and 
in  no  section  of  the  country.  I  know  not 
where  objection  is  to  come  from  if  these 
three  gentlemen  are  agreed.  But,  sir,  has 
the  lapse  of  time  and  the  calmer  criticism 
which  is  born  of  that  lapse  of  time,  made 
any  modification  of  our  views  on  this 
subject?  I  trow  not.  I  think  it  has 
strengthened  rather  than  diminished  the 
estimate  which  all  competent  critics  have 
formed  of  the  great  series  of  operations 
which  had  their  culmination  on  the  2nd 
September,  to  which  I  have  referred.  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  any  comparison 
between  the  exploits  of  Lord  Kitchener 
and  his  army  and  the  exploits  which  have 
adorned  the  annals  of  this  country  in 
times  past.  Such  comparisons  may  be 
misleading ;  they  are  almost  certain  to  be 
barren.  It  would  be  sufficient  if  we  con- 
centrate our  attention  to-day  upon  the  > 
difficulties  which  Lord  Kitchener  had  to 
face,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  sur- 
mounted them.  Now,  what  was  the 
problem-  with  which  Lord  Kitchener  had 
to  deal  t  He  had  to  deal  with  an  enemy 
posted  in  a  country  nearly  1,400  miles 
from  his  base  at  Cairo — a  distance  com- 
parable to  that  which  separates  Paris 
from  St.  Petersburg.  He  had  to  deal 
with  this  enemy  posted  in  their  own 
country,  knowing,  as  I  have  said,  that 
they  were  superior,  and  must  be  superior 
in  numbers  to  any  force  that  he  could 


j  bring  against  them.  He  was  in  a 
country  absolutely  barren  of  all  supplies 
of  any  sort  or  kind  or  description  on 
which  an  army  can  subsist,  except  only 
water,  and  then  only  so  long  as  the  army 
kept  within  near  reach  of  the  Nile.  The 
forces  with  which  he  had  to  carry  out 
this  stupendous  military  operation  were 
in  part  composed  of  the  Egyptian  army, 
which  had  only  fifteen  years  before 
practically  given  themselves  up  without  a 
blow  to  be  massacred  by  the  enemy 
against  which  Lord  Kitchener  was  lead- 
ing them  So  great  was  the  prestige  of 
the  Dervish  force,  so  great  their  acknow- 
ledged superiority  in  war,  that  practically 
as  soon  as  the  forces  of  Egypt  under 
Hicks  Pasha  met  the  forces  of  the 
Khalifa,  practically  there  was  no  battle,  but 
only  a  dreadful  and  terrible  massacre. 
That,  Sir,  was  the  problem  that  Lord 
Kitchener  had  to  solve ;  that  was  the 
problem  which,  in  fact,  he  did  solve  with 
a  less  expenditure  of  men  and  a  less  ex- 
penditure of  money  than,  I  venture  to 
say,  has  ever  been  made  on  any  similar 
occasion  in  the  history  of  military  opera- 
tions of  this,  or  perhaps  any  other 
civilised  community.  Other  generals — and 
these  are  the  greatest  whose  exploits 
history  has  recorded — have  done  their 
great  deeds  with  an  army  which  was  ready 
to  their  hands.  Lord  Kitchener  had  in 
part  to  create  the  army  with  which  he 
worked,  for  he  was  one  of  those  eminent 
organisers  who  from  the  very  beginning 
made  the  Egyptian  Army  what  it  is  to- 
day from  what  it  was  in  the  time  of 
Hicks  Pasha.  And,  again,  other  generals 
have  shown  perhaps  their  greatest  skill  in 
using  to  the  best  advantage  their  lines  of 
communication,  for  the  proper  use  of 
lines  of  communication  is,  I  suppose,  part 
of  the  art  of  war ;  but  Lord  Kitchener  not 
only  had  to  use  to  the  best  advantage 
his  long  line  of  communication,  he  had  in 
!  great  part  to  create  it.  And  as  he  was  in 
part  the  creator  of  the  army,  so  he  was  in 
large  measure  the  creator  of  that  railway 
without  which  the  Soudan  could  either 
not  have  been  reconquered  at  all,  or  could 
not  have  been  reconquered  without  an 
expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure  which 
it  is  terrible  even  to  contemplate.  We 
must  not  contemplate  the  sendees  of  Lord 
Kitchener  merely  as  the  victor  at  Atbara, 
the  victor  at  Omdurman,  as  the  successful 
general  in  a  few  great  combats,  as  the 
brilliant  leader  of  a  brief  military  expe- 
dition.    No,  Sir.    There  w  g  famous 
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phrase  used  of  a  great  Frenchman,  that 
he.  was  the  "  organiser  of  victory."  Lord 
Kitchener  combined  in  his  own  person 
that  organisation  of  victory  of  which  I 
speak,  and  also  carried  out  all  those 
military  operations  by  which  victory 
was  ultimately  secured.  He  organised 
the  victories,  he  won  them ;  and 
of  those  two  great  feats  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  organisation  was  perhaps 
the  greater.  Whoso  would  realise  what 
it  is  that  Lord  Kitchener  has  done  for  the 
Soudan,  for  Egypt,  and  for  England,  should 
not  think  of  him  merely,  or  chiefly,  as  he 
was  before  the  fortified  lines  at  Atbara  or 
in  the  open  plain  near  Omdurman.  They 
should  think  of  him  through  those  long 
months  and  years  of  patient,  arduous, 
anxious  preparation.  They  should  think 
of  him  as  the  man  whose  foresight  never 
was  at  fault,  who  never  turned  his  eye 
from  the  objective  which  he  had  in  view, 
who  immersed  himself  with  an  unwearied 
and  almost  superhuman  industry  in  every 
detail  which  could  secure  the  final 
triumph,  who  never,  even  amid  the  utmost 
complexity  of  detail,  allowed  himself  to 
lose  sight  of  the  final  object  towards  which 
every  measure  was  intended  to  converge. 
He  had  the  art  of  extracting  from  every 
shilling  of  public  money  every  halfpenny 
it  was  worth,  and  of  extracting  from  every 
one  of  the  distinguished  men  under  his 
command  all  that  they  were  capable  of 
doing.  Sir,  that  requires  something  more 
than  untiring  industry.  It  requires  a 
genius  for  managing  men,  and  for 
inspiring  them  with  confidence — a  genius 
without  which,  I  venture  to  think,  all  the 
art  of  war  to  be  learned  from  books  is 
so.  much  waste  paper.  Lord  Kitchener 
showed,  in  addition  to  these  great 
qualities,  a  reticent  caution  which  never 
for  a  moment  permitted  him  to  precipitate 
the  action  at  the  appropriate  moment, 
and  the  decisive  courage  which 
never  allowed,  that  moment  to  pass 
unfruitfully  used.  That,  Sir,  I  venture 
to  think,; in  dealing  with  such  an  enemy, 
and  in  such  a  country,  constitutes  the 
highest  qualities  of  a  soldier  which  could 
very  well  be  demanded  from  any  general 
on  whom  we  bestow  our  confidence.  Sir, 
it  is  true,  of  course,  that  alone  and  un- 
aided, by  his  single  merit  and  by  his  own 
right  arm,  those  great  triumphs  for  Egypt, 
for  England,  and  for  civilisation  coula  not 
have  been.  won.  It  is  true  that  the  states- 
manship of  Lord  Cromer,  the  brilliant 
administrative  abilities  of  the  officers 
Mr.  A.  J.  Baifowr. 


whom  he  collected  around  him,  the  great 
soldierly  qualities  of  the  generals  under 
his  command,  to  whom,  I  trust,  the  House 
will  unanimously  on  Thursday  next  vote 
their  thanks — that  the  disciplined  resolu- 
tion of  the  Egyptian  forces,  the  cheerful 
daring  of  the  Soudanese,  and  last  but  not 
least  the  great  fighting  qualities  of  the 
men  of  his  own  race — all  contributed  to 
the  final  consummation.  But  the  men  of 
whom  I  have  thus  spoken  in  not  unde- 
served praise  would,  I  think,  themselves 
be  the  first  to  admit  that  in  all  this 
expedition  Lord  Kitchener  was  the 
moving  spirit,  that  Lord  Kitchener  was 
the  animating  soul,  and  that  he,  above  all 
others  who  were  engaged  in  these  great 
and  extended  operations,  has  deserved 
from  this  House  and  from  the  country 
some  mark  of  the  gratitude  of  the  nation. 
Feeling,  therefore,  that  I  am  only  carry- 
ing out,  in  the  first  place,  the  wishes  of 
the  House,  and,  in  the  second  place,  the 
wishes  of  my  countrymen,  I  beg  now  to 
move,  in  accordance  with  the  notice  given 
on  Friday. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £30,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  be  issued  to  Major- 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B., 
K.C.M.G.,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
eminent  services  in  planning  and  conducting 
the  recent  Expedition  in  the  Soudan." — (The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.) 

*Sir  HENRY  CAMPBELL-BANNER- 
MAN  (Stirling  Burghs)  :  Mr.  Lowther,  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  saying  on  my  own 
behalf,  and  on  the  part  of  my  political 
friends,  that  we  fully  share  the  estimate 
of  Lord  Kitchener's  services  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  o£ 
the  Treasury  has  so  eloquently  expressed. 
In  his  conduct  of  the  long  series  of. 
operations  which  culminated  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Omdurman  and  the  occupation 
of  the  region  of  the  Upper  Nile 
Lord  Kitchener's  grasp  of  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered,  the  skill  and  foresight 
with  which  he  formed  his  plans,  the 
alternating  boldness  and  caution  with 
which  he  carried  them  into  execution 
deserved  and  attracted  the  admiration  of 
the  world.  He  was  engaged  in  warfare 
with  a  fanatical  adversary  who  carries 
bravery  to  the  pitch  of  recklessness,  and 
who  is  unsurpassed  in  his  own  methods 
of  fighting — methods  which  are  in  a 
peculiar  degree  trying  to  the  bravest  And 
best  disciplined  forces.    He  was  acting  in 
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a  climate  pernicious  to  the  health  and 
depressing  to  the  spirits  of  Europeans,  in 
a  country,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  described  to  us,  practically  barren 
of  supplies,   and  at  a  long  and  ever- 
lengthening  distance  from  his  own  base. 
The  complete  success  which,  under  these 
conditions,  he  achieved  constitutes  one 
of  .the    most  brilliant   pages   in  the 
hirtory  of  British  arms.     Mr.  Lowther, 
Lord  Kitchener  deserves  all  the  honours 
that  have  been  conferred  upon  him  by 
hk  Queen  and  by  his  country,  and  he 
deserves  the  grateful  recognition  of  this 
House.     But  when  we  speak  of  Lord 
Eitehener  it  will,  of  course,  be  under- 
stood that  we  do  not  imply  that  the  merit 
is  all  his.    In  passing  this  Vote  we  should 
be  giving  expression   to   our  grateful 
recognition  and  admiration  of  the  services 
of  those,  whether  his  own  countrymen  or 
of  African  race,  who  fought  and  endured 
under  him,  and  of  the  distinguished 
officers  who  advised  and  assisted  him. 
And  I  would  go  further  and  say  that  we 
oogbt  to  include  in  our  warmest  gratitude, 
and  to  give  perhaps  a  larger  share  of  the 
tribute  of  our  praise  than  is  sometimes 
given   to  them,   those  British  officers 
who,  through  many  years  of  patient 
bope  and  effort,  have  been  creating  and 
balding  up  the  Egyptian  Army,  and,  what 
is  much  more    important   and  much 
more  difficult,  have  been  breathing  into 
that  army  the  spirit  of  self-confidence  and 
solidarity  without  which  any  army  is  of 
little  use.    In  honouring  Lord  Kitchener, 
therefore,  we  are  setting  the  seal  of  our 
approbation  upon  all  those  patient  labours 
as  well  as  on  those  brilliant  exploits,  and 
we  do  so  with  one  mind  and  one  voice. 
Now,  I  would  gladly  stop  here,  but  we 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  some  reasons  adduced  for  our 
not  passing  this  Vote,  at  any  rate  in  the 
foil  measure  in  which  it  is  proposed. 
And  perhaps  it  is  only  right — although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has,  no  doubt 
with  great  propriety  from  his  point  of 
view,  hesitated  to  anticipate  objections 
that  may  be  raised — perhaps  it  is  only 
right  that  I,  from  another  side  of  the 
House,  and  from  another  point  of  view, 
should  refer  briefly  in  anticipation  to 
these  objections.    If  I  thought  that  my 
silence  would  have  any  effect  in  inducing 
the  House  to  pass  a  unanimous  vote  I 
should  sit  down  at  once.     And  yet 
perhaps  it  is  better  that  I  should,  against 
my  will,  undertake  the  somewhat  difficult 


duty  of  meeting  an  enemy  who  has  not 
yet,  from  no  fault  of  his  own,  appeared  in 
the  field.    So  far  as  I  can  gather  from, 
what  has  appeared  in  the  Press  and' 
from   other   sources,    there    are  two 
circumstances,  or  sets  of  circumstances, 
which  are  alleged  to  militate  against, 
this  Vote  being  passed  without  opposition^ 
The  first  of  these  is  the  incident  of  thfe 
disentombment  of  the  remains  of  the 
Mahdi,    and     their     dispersal  under 
circumstances  which  involve  something 
like  ignominy  attempted  to  be  put  on 
his  memory.    Well,  I  believe  for  my' 
part  that  there  has  been  no  wavering  in 
the  honest  judgment  of  British  opinion 
upon  this  matter  from  the  first  day  until 
now.    The  news,  when  it  was  received  in,' 
this  country,  struck  us  all  with  a  shock; 
and  with  something  like  horror.  We 
could  hardly  believe  that  such  a  thing1 
had  been  done,  and  now  at  this  cool  dis- 
tance of  time,  in  the  absence  of  any 
explanation,  and  being  unable  at  the  same 
time  to  see  what  explanation  can  possibly; 
be  offered,  we  still  remain  regarding  it 
with  condemnation  and  continue  to  de-r 
plore  it.    So  far  as  I  have  seen,  all  that 
can  be  said  in  favour  of  it  is  that  it  was 
necessary  to  destroy  and  to  obliterate 
that  which  would  have  been  a  focus  of 
fanaticism  and  discontent   among  the.' 
population  of  the  region  for  which  we' 
have  become  responsible.    That  may  be 
asserted,  but  even  among  those  who 
are  best  acquainted  and  most  familiar 
with  what  are  called  Eastern  notions; 
there  is  by  no  means  a  unanimous  opinion' 
on  the  subject.    And  let  me  point  out  t/d 
the  Committee  that  the  Mahcu  was  a  false 
prophet,  and  not  likely  to  be  held  in 
much  veneration  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
Mussulman  world,  but  no  doubt  held  in 
veneration    in  his  own  part    of  the' 
world.    But  he  was  something  more  than 
that;  he  was  our  enemy.    He  was  a 
bitter  enemy  of  the  domination  of  Egypt; 
and  we  stand  largely  in  the  place  of 
Egypt,  and  by  the  side  of  Egypt,  in  the; 
matter.    And  on  that  account  there  was." 
in  our  treatment  of  his  tomb  and  of  his  • 
remains  an  element,  an  air  of  vindictive-, 
ness,  which  surely  was  unworthy  of  this' 
country.    I  make  every  allowance  for  this' 
political  desire  to  do  away  with  a  focus 
of  fanaticism  and  discontent.    But  still 
it  remains  that  there  was  a  cruel  outrage' 
performed,  what  in  all  civilised  countries 
would  be  considered  a  cruel  outrage  and£ 
I  cannot  help  adding,  a  ^ross  blunder.  If 
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ever  there  was  a  case  where  an  act 
may  be  considered  to  be  worse  than 
a  crime — to  be  a  blunder — it  was  this. 
It  is  singular  how  often,  as  any  one  of  us 
may  observe,  it  is  not  the  most  exalted 
aspect  of  a  case  which  is  most  forced  on 
our  minds.  It  is  the  humbler  and  more 
familiar  aspect,  and  this  act  seems  to  me 
to  have  been  an  infraction  not  only  of 
sound  policy,  but  of  good  feeling  and 
good  taste,  I  would  even  say  of  good 
manners.  If  I  were  to  explain  to  the 
House  exactly  how  it  strikes  me  I  would 
employ  an  illustration  which  I  hesitate  to 
use  because  it  may  be  thought  hardly 
equal  to  the  dignity  and  seriousness  of 
the  debate.  I  recall  to  my  mind  a  picture 
drawn  by  a  man  who  had  a  singular 
knowledge  of  human  nature — the  late 
John  Leech — in  which  he  represented  a 
fine  lady  sitting  in  a  room  with  two 
children  playing  in  a  corner.    The  little 

firl  complains  to  her  mother  of  the  con- 
uct  of  her  brother.  "  Is  he  not  wicked, 
mamma?"  she  says;  "he  is  swearing." 
"  My  dear,"  says  the  mother,  "  it  is  worse 
than  wicked,  it  is  vulgar."  I  believe 
that  that  is  an  exact  illustration  of  the 
sort  of  feeling  with  which  we  regard 
what  haa  happened  on  this  occasion,  as  far 
as  we  understand  it,  and  subject  to  the 
explanations  which  may  come  from  the 
bench  opposite.  But  although  I  have  this 
strong  feeling  as  to  this  particular  event 
— although  I  reprobate  it  in  as  strong  a 
way  as  I  have  stated — yet  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  a  most  exaggerated 
and  fantastic  view  of  the  matter  if  we  were 
to  set  a  detached,  isolated,  and  compara- 
tively unimportant  event — however  much 
we  reprobate  it  in  itself — against  the  whole 
mass  of  labours  and  risks  and  successes 
which  attach  to  Lord  Kitchener  and  those 
who  served  under  him.  Therefore,  although 
sharing  the  strong  feeling  entertained  in 
many  quarters  in  regard  to  this  particular 
occurrence,  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  al- 
tering my  opinion  as  to  the  vote  which  is 
now  before  the  Committee.  But  the 
second  of  the  objections  'which  are  held  to 
justify  hesitation  in  assenting  to  this  vote 
is  perhaps  of  a  more  serious  kind.  It  re- 
lates to  the  treatment  of  the  wounded 
during  the  campaign  and  after  the  battle. 
As  to  this  there  has  been  much  conflicting 
evidence,  and  for  my  part  I  candidly  say 
that  I  give  most  weight  to  the  evidence 
which  c  lears  our  soldiers  of  complicity  in 
anything  inhuman  or  cruel  I  do  not  say 
that  from  any  desire  to  huddle  up  or  hide 
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away  an  unpleasant  topic ;  but  because  of 
my  belief  in  their  temper  and  character 
and  in  the  moral  influences  which  sway 
their  conduct.  But  there  has  been,  as  far 
as  I  am  aware,  no  material  evidence  against 
the  British  regiments  employed,  and  the 
wild  stories  which  circulated  at  first  have 
been  disproved  or  have  been  withdrawn. 
But  it  is  alleged  that  the  Sudanese 
battalions  did  commit  excesses  of  cruelty 
upon  the  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle. 
Now,  undoubtedly  there  is  great  danger 
of  uncivilised  troops  practising  in  battle, 
and  especially  at  the  close  of  the  battle, 
those  savage  methods  of  warfare  to  which, 
in  a  wilder  state,  they  are  habituated. 
That  is  the  case ;  and  it  may  be— for  we 
have  no  full  information  on  the  subject — 
that  there  were  unnecessary  excesses  com- 
mitted at  Omdurman  to  some  extent. 
Then  the  best  use  to  which  we  can  put 
that  fact  is  to  impress  upon  those  respon- 
sible— whether  civilians  or  soldiers — if 
they  wish  to  preserve  our  national  name 
free  from  stain,  if  they  wish  to  prevent  a 
degradation  in  the  tone  of  our  own  Army 
which  co-operates  with  these  troops,  if 
they  wish  to  satisfy  the  universal  senti- 
ment of  the  British  people,  the  urgent 
duty  to  see  that  precautions  are  taken 
against  the  recurrence  of  any  such 
danger  in  future.  Do  not  let  us  deceive 
ourselves.  War  is  war,  and  war 
means  carnage  in  every  case.  But  wars 
conducted  between  savage  tribes  or 
against  savage  tribes  mean  excessive 
carnage,  and  probably  retaliatory  carnage, 
to  an  extent  that  must  be  abhorrent  to 
every  humane  and  civilised  mind.  The 
only  justification  for  our  being  in  that 
region  of  the  world  at  all  is  that  we  bring 
to  it,  slowly  and  lamely  it  may  be,  and  in 
circuitous  ways,  civilisation  and  peaceful 
development.  Let  it  be  an  instruction  to 
all  our  officers,  while  leaving  them  perfect 
freedom  of  action — because  it  is  they  only 
who  know  the  difficulties,  as  it  is  they 
only  who  incur  the  risks,  of  the  situation — 
let  us  impress  upon  them  that  they  should 
conduct  their  operations  as  nearly  as 
possible  according  to  the  rules  of  civilised 
warfare ;  and  let  us  see  that  those  officers 
are  numerous  enough  and  have  authority 
enough  to  repress  the  natural  barbarism 
of  those  whom  they  are  obliged  to  use  as 
instruments  under  them.  These  are  the 
views  which  I  have  formed  from  all  that 
I  have  seen  and  read  and  heard  of  what 
occurred  in  this  campaign.  I  have  dealt 
with  the  subject  imperfectly,  because  I 
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cannot  anticipate  what  may  be  said  either 
in  attack  or  defence  on  the  matter.  But 
I  have  laid  down  some  general  considera- 
tions; and  I  conclude  by  saying  that, 
from  these  general  considerations  I  see  in 
neither  of  the  criticisms  which  have  been 
applied  to  this  vote  anything  of  such  pro- 
portion or  gravity  as  can  be  set  against 
the  undoubted  claim  of  Lord  Kitchener  to 
our  grateful  recognition ;  and  therefore  I 
shall  support,  and  cordially  support,  the 
vote  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  (Montrose  Burghs) : 
With  much  that  has  been  said  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  by  my 
right  honourable  friend  I  am  glad  to  find 
myself  in  very  considerable  concurrence. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  stated  that 
in  September  we  were  watching  the  close 
of  the  great  Soudan  drama  which  had 
attracted  attention  and  even  absorbed  it 
for  so  many  years.  I  wish — and  it  is  the 
only  remark  that  I  will  make  on  this 
aspect  of  the  matter — I  could  believe  that 
we  had  seen  the  fall  of  the  curtain  on  the 
fifth  act  of  the  Soudan  tragedy.  But 
here  is  another  point  on  which  I  am  in 
absolute  agreement  with  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman — to-night  is  not  an  occa- 
sion when  we  can  justifiably  enter  upon 
considerations  of  policy  in  any  aspect 
whatever.  In  all  that  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  said  on  that  branch  of  the 
matter  I  fully  agree.  Whatever  we  may 
think  of  that  policy,  Lord  Kitchener  was 
the  instrument — the  able  and  powerful 
instrument — of  a  policy  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  Government  of  this  country 
and  by  this  House ;  and  therefore,  what- 
ever we  think  of  that  policy  ought  not  to, 
and  cannot,  stand  in  the  way  of  our  appre- 
ciation of  Lord  Kitchener's  military  merits. 
Upon  the  question  of  military  merits  it 
would  be  ridiculous  for  me  to  offer  any 
opinion,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  do  so.  I 
accept  from  those  who  are  competent  to 
pronounce  on  military  matters  all  that 
has  been  said  by  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman ;  though  perhaps  the  reference 
to  Carnot  as  the  great  organiser  of  victory 
was  a  little  overdrawn.  But  I  will  not 
dwell  on  that  point.  Now,  I  hope  the 
House  of  Commons — which,  after  aH,  is 
an  assembly  that  loves  fair  play  and 
manliness — will  believe  that  to  nobody  in 
the  Committee  could  it  be  more  disagree- 
able than  to  me  to  use  any  language  or 
take  up  any  attitude  which  might  seem 
Jo  deprive  an  act  of  grace  of  some  of  its 


graciousness.  But  there  are  other  things 
to  think  about  besides  graciousness ;  and 
in  my  judgment  the  topic  referred  to  and 
dwelt  upon  by  my  right  honourable  friend 
is  one  of  those  topics  which,  as  he  admits, 
cannot  escape  notice  and  criticism  in  the 
Committee  to-night.  Upon  that  point  I 
dare  say  I  shall  find  myself  obliged  to 
dissent  from  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  but  I  believe  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  will  agree  that  their  praise  of 
Lord  Kitchener  would  be  worthless  if 
they  were  not  willing  to  hear  points  of 
criticism  and  objection.  The  topic  to 
which  my  right  honourable  friend  began 
by  referring  was  the  destruction  of  the 
tomb  of  the  Mahdi,  and  the  exhumation 
and  dispersion  of  the  Mahdi's  remains. 
From  the  rather  impatient  manner  in 
which  in  some  quarters  my  right  honour- 
able friend's  introduction  of  that  topic 
was  listened  to,  some  honourable  Members 
would  appear  to  have  forgotten  what  my 
right  honourable  friend  reminded  them 
of — the  extraordinary  feeling  of  shock 
and  disgust  which  was  aroused.  [Cries 
of  "No."]  The  honourable  Gentlemen 
who  say  "No"  forget  that  from  no 
quarter  was  there  more  disgust,  more 
vividly  expressed,  than  from  some  of  their 
honourable  friends  below  the  gangway. 
The  honourable  Member  for  Leamington 
the  other  day  made  a  speech  in  which  he 
regarded  what  had  been  done  with  dis- 
approval. It  was  in  consequence  of  the 
demonstration  of  feeling  in  the  House  and 
the  country  that  the  Government  applied 
to  Lord  Cromer  to  send  his  own  views 
and  to  send  Lord  Kitchener's  defence  and 
justification  of  what  had  occurred.  I 
want  to  argue  this  matter  in  a  way  which 
will  not  offend  anyone;  but  we  must 
recognise  that  upon  this  House  there  is 
no  responsibility,  among  all  those  which 
weigh  upon  us,  which  weighs  more  heavily 
than  the  responsibility  of  supervising  and 
keeping  a  strict  and  vigilant  watch  upon 
what  is  done  by  our  agents  abroad.  Years 
ago  an  eminent  public  writer  said  that 
the  Government  ought  to  support  its 
agents,  in  difficulties  always,  in  errors 
sometimes,  in  crimes  never.  I  am  not 
going  to  argue  that  I  would  describe  this 
particular  transaction  as  criminal ;  but  I 
do  regard  it,  not  as  one  of  those  errors 
into  which  a  wise  and  good  man  may 
accidentally  fall,  but  as  one  of  those  errors 
against  which  this  House  is  called  upon 
by  its  most  supreme  duty  to  register  an 
emphatic  and  formal  protest.    1  do  not 
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belong  to  the  school — if  school  there  be — 
which  would  deal  out  honours  and  emolu- 
ments to  good  public  servants  with  a 
grudging  and  parsimonious  hand,  and  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  are  not  inclined 
to  make  allowances  for  men  called  upon 
to  take  important  decisions  in  moments 
of  emergency.  On  the  contrary,  I  will 
make  allallowance  for  men  in  positions  of 
that  kind ;  but  this  was  evidently  not 
such  an  occasion.  I  want  to  ask  the 
Committee  and  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  they  hold  that  there  is 
no;kind  of  military  action  for  which  the 
plea  of  political  necessity  is  not  a  good 
defence.  Is  there  no  kind  of  military 
action  which  could  impair  the  title  of  such 
an  eminent  man  as  Lord  Kitchener  to  a 
special  mark  of  honour  from  this  House  ? 
That  cannot  be  contended,  and  I  will  give 
an  illustration,  and  it  shall  be  an  African 
illustration.  It  has  often  been  alleged 
that  in  the  Congo  State  there  is  a  resort 
to  cannibal  forces— that  the  Government 
of  the  Congo  State  employs,  or  has  em- 
ployed, cannibals  to  make  war  on  the 
enemies  of  that  Government.  I  will  not 
insult  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  by 
asking  him  whether  if  it  had  been  brought 
home  to  a  British  general  that  he  had 
employed  cannibal  forces,  he  would  pro- 
pose that  this  House  should  give  a  mark 
of  special  honour  to  such  a  general.  I  am 
not  going  for  a  moment  to  embark  the 
House  on  a  discussion  upon  a  discrimi- 
nating scale  of  outrages  upon  humanity 
or  upon  natural  piety,  but  I  can  suppose 
that  to  a  Belgian,  at  all  events,  the  ex- 
humation of  a  dead  enemy's  remains  is 
quite  as  inhuman,  quite  as  great  a  viola- 
tion of  natural  piety,  as  the  employment 
of  cannibal  forces.  I  do  not  say  that  is 
my  opinion,  but  I  think  I  can  imagine  a 
Belgian  making  it  a  fair  defence.  He 
would  say,  "  We  are  engaged  in  a  great 
civilising  and  humanising  task;  in  the 
execution  of  that  task  the  resort  to 
cannibal  forces  is  indispensable  ;  in  the 
execution  of  that  task  what  is  indispens- 
able is  justifiable,"  and  therefore  his 
syllogism  is  concluded  in  his  own  favour. 
I  do  not  say  that,  but  the  Committee  will 
agree  with  me  that  there  are  military  acts 
which  no  plea  of  political  necessity  can 
possibly  justify.  Let  us  look  for  a 
moment  at  what  this  plea  of  political  ne- 
cessity on  the  papers  amounts  to.  The 
first  authority  quoted  is  Lord  Cromer.  I 
have  no  wish  whatever  to  disparage  the 
authority  of  Lord  Cromer,  but  I  would 
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point  out  that  all  Lord  Cromer  can  know 
upon  the  political  necessity  of  this  act 
must  be  from  representations  made  to  him 
by  the  military  authorities.  He  was 
there  himself  for  a  very  short  time — but 
he  committed  himself  to  the  view  that 
there  was  a  political  necessity  for  the 
destruction  of  the  tomb.  I  would  ask  the 
Committee  to  listen  to  another  authority, 
who  is  not  inferior  to  Lord  Cromer  nor 
to  Lord  Kitchener  himself  upon  this 
matter.  That  is  a  gentleman  well  known' 
by  the  name  of  Slatin  Pasha,  or,  as  he  is 
now,  Sir  Rudolph  Slatin.  I  see'  to-day 
that  Sir  Rudolph  Slatin  has  slightly 
changed  his  view,  but  in  an  interview 
which  he  had  in  March  with  a  representa- 
tive of  some  London  newspaper — (cries 
of  "Name")— the  London  Echo.  That' 
is  a  detail ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may,  the 
authenticity  of  the  interview  is  not  dis- 
puted. "  May  we  take  it,"  Slatin  Pasha 
was  asked,  "  that  the  desecration  of  the 
Mahdi's  tomb,  about  which  so  much  has' 
been  said  in  England,  is  likely  to  give  the 
last  blow  to  the  religious  faith  of  the 
people  in  the  creed  of  the  dead  prophet  f 
Sir  Rudolph  paused  a  moment  before 
answering.  "I  don't  think,"  he  said 
slowly,  "that  the  interference  with  the 
bones  of  the  Mahdi  was  a  necessary  act" 
Therefore,  when  the  Committee  naturally 
is  very  much  affected  by  the  authority  of 
Lord  Cromer,  pray  let  it  bear  in  mind 
that  Slatin  Pasha,  whose  authority  is 
higher  than  Lord  Cromer's,  expresses' 
dissent  from  his  view — higher  as  to  the; 
frame  of  mind  of  the  people  who  lived 
there. 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W.). — I  beg  to  ask  for  the  name  of  the 
correspondent. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  — It  is  not  a  question 
of  correspondent ;  it  is  a  long  interview. 

SIR  F.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge)  :  Does  Slatin  Pasha  admit 
it  % 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  It  is  not  denied  at 
all.  I  have  already  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  my  attention  has  been  called 
to  ft  statement  of  Slatin  Pasha's  in  which 
he  rather  withdraws  from  that  position; 
but  not  I  think  categorically.    I  am  not 

f;oing  to  press  that  point  further.  But 
ook  at  Lord  Kitchener's  own  position, 
and  this  is,  after  all,  the  pith  of  ths 
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matter.  It  is  the  only  aspect  of  the  case 
which  I  shall  at  all  attempt  to  present 
pretty  fully  to  the  Committee.  Lord 
Kitchener  says,  in  the  despatch  which  he 
telegraphed  to  Lord  Cromer  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rise  of  feeling  in  this  House, 
that  he  destroyed  the  tomb  for  two 
reasons.  These  two  reasons  may,  for  all 
I  know,  have  been  perfectly  good  ones. 
The  first  is  that  it  was  politically  advis- 
able, considering  the  state  of  the  country, 
that  the  Mahal's  tomb,  which  was  the 
centre  of  pilgrimage  and  fanatical  zeal, 
should  be  destroyed.  The  second  reason, 
which  he  had  not  mentioned  before,  is 
that  the  tomb  was  in  a  dangerous  condi- 
tion, owing  to  the  damage  done  by  shell- 
fire  and  might  have  caused  loss  of  life. 
I  am  not  going  myself  to  dwell  on  the 
destruction  of  the  tomb,  but  Lord 
Kitchener  mentions  later  that : — 

"  In  consequence  of  advice  given  to  me  after 
the  taking  of  Omdurman,  by  Mahometan 
officers,  it  would  be  better  to  nave  the  body 
removed,  as  otherwise  many  of  the  more  igno- 
rant people  of  Kordofan  would  consider  the 
sanctity  with  which  they  surrounded  the  Mahdi 
prevented  us  from  doing  so." 

1  may  just  call  attention  to  one  rather 
remarkable  circumstance,  namely,  that 
this  so-called  "  removal "  was  taken  ap- 
parently not  because  Lord  Kitchener 
thought  it  a  political  necessity,  not 
because  Lord  Cromer  thought  it  a 
political  necessity,  but  because  Mahome- 
tan officers  thought  it  was  politically 
advisable.  Therefore,  when  you  come 
to  testing  the  authority  upon  which 
this  revolting  proceeding  took  place, 
do  pray  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  on 
tiie  authority  of  Mahometan  authori- 
ties. Has  it  come  to  this,  then,  that  on 
a  matter  affecting  our  standard  of  civilisa- 
tion this  House  is  to  take  the  standard 
from  Mahometan  officers  1  I  have  no  preju- 
dice against  Mahometans,  but  I  confess 
I  think  it  would  mark  a  deterioration  of 
the  highest  principles  that  have  animated 
public  life  in  this  country  for  a  very  long 
time  if  that  is  to  be  accepted  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  seem  to  desire.  The 
Mahdi  set  a  better  example.  I  do  not 
know  whether  any  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  front  bench  wul  put  me  right,  but 
I  am  told,  and  I  believe  it  is  true,  that 
Sir  Herbert  Stewart,  who  met  his  death 
in  the  expedition  of  1885,  was  buried  in 
the,  Mahdis  territory,  and  that  the  re- 
mains of  Sir  Herbert  Stewart  are  to  this 
day  absolutely  intact.  Therefore,  the 
Mahdi  and  his  people  paid  some  respect 


and  veneration  to  the  tomb  of  a  brave 
enemy,  which  I  deplore  Lord  Kitchener 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  do.  Let  the 
Committee  test  the  political  necessity. 
It  may  have  been  politically  advisable  to 
make  a  deep  impression  on  the  ignorant 
people  of  Kordofan,  as  these  Mahometan 
officers  said.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that 
they  are  not  supposed  to  have  been  im- 
pressed by  the  Maxim  guns,  or  by  the 
slaughter,  or  by  the  vast  exhibition  of 
British  power  and  energy.  But  this  re- 
moval of  the  remains  of  their  own  dead, 
prophet  was  to  make  an  impression.  If 
that  is  so,  a  very  plain  question  arises.- 
If  the  object  was  to  impress  the  minds  of 
these  people,  why  was  the  operation  con- 
ducted in  stealth  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  am  sure,  is  well  informed, 
and  he  says  it  was  not  conducted  in 
stealth.  Then  all  the  reports  I  have  had 
access  to — and  I  have  consulted  all  that 
are  available  —  are  misleading  on  that" 
point.  But  here  Slatin  Pasha  remains 
exactly  where  he  was.  He,  at  all  events, 
like  the  rest  of  the  public,  conceived  that 
this  operation  was  done  secretly.  I 
should  be  glad  if  some  member  of  the" 
Government  would  by-and-by  explain 
how  far  I  am  mistaken  on  that  point. 
What  Slatin  Pasha  said  was  this — 

"  The  wrong  thing  about  it  was  that  it  was 
done  secretly.  If  it  was  held  desirable  to  do 
this  the  emirs  and  sheikhs  who  still  believed 
in  the  Mahdi  should  have  been  summoned, 
and  then,  with  the  utmost  publicity,  and  in 
the  presence  of  all,  the  bones  might  have  been 
removed  from  the  tomb  and  buried  elsewhere, 
showing  them  that  their  prophet  was  nothing 
but  an  ordinary  man.  But  to  do  the  thing 
secretly  was  a  great  mistake." 

I  do  not  dwell  on  the  phrase  "  removal."" 
It  is  a  smooth  and  almost  elegant  expres- 
sion for  what  really  happened.  And  here 
I  do  not  think  there  is  one  gentleman  in 
this  House — I  am  certain  not  one  soldier 
— who  will  get  up  and  say  that  he 
approves  or  that  he  does  not  disapprove 
and  even  abhor  the  actual  proceeding 
taken,  whether  there  was  a  valid  political 
necessity  or  not,  of  mutilating  the  body, 
of  the  Mahdi.  (Ministerial  cries  of 
"There  was  no  mutilation.")  Was  his. 
head  not  cut  off  1  (Cheers^ 
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MR.  J.  MORLEY :  What  does  Lord  [ 
Kitchener  mean  when  he  says,  "  When  I 
left  Omdurman  for  Fashoda  I  ordered  the 
destruction  of  the  tomb.  This  was  done 
in  my  absence,  the  Mahdi's  bones  being 
thrown  into  the  Nile "  ?  Surely,  then, 
there  was  mutilation.  "The  skull  only 
was  preserved."  I  should  be  only  too 
glad  if  the  Government  are  able  to  say 
that  the  head  was  not  severed  from  the 
body. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  suppose,  on 
the  strength  of  the  phrase  which  he  has 
just  read  out,  that  the  head  was  severed 
from  the  rest  of  the  remains  with  which 
it  was  connected ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  was  a  mere  collection  of  bones  which 
had  fallen  to  pieces  by  natural  processes 
before  exhumation  took  place. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  This  is  a  gruesome 
topic !  Yes,  but  you  are  not  to  escape 
gruesome  topics  if  your  commanders 
indulge  in  gruesome  proceedings.  If  there 
was  no  deliberate  mutilation — and,  of 
course,  I  accept  that  and  am  heartily  glad 
to  accept  it — I  have  no  desire  to  blacken 
anybody's  character — it  cannot  be  denied 
that  on  Lord  Kitchener's  own  assurance 
"the  skull  of  the  Mahdi  was  preserved 
and  handed  over  to  me  for  disposal."  I 
think  the  act  of  digging  up  the  remains 
of  a  dead  enemy  and  dispersing  them — 
and  that  is  not  denied — and  the  appro- 
priation as  a  kind  of  trophy,  a  horrible 
trophy,  of  the  skull  of  your  dead  enemy 
is  one  of  those  things  I  need  not  discuss. 
It  has  happened  in  history  in  two  or 
three  cases,  I  can  only  recall  two  or 
three,  or  perhaps  four.  The  French  Re- 
volutionists in  their  frenzy  went  to  the 
Church  of  St.  Lazare  and  fired  into  the 
tombs  of  the  Kings  and  threw  their  bones 
to  the  winds.  The  Kings  of  France  did 
not  perhaps  deserve  much  better.  One 
of  them,  and  the  greatest  of  them,  had 
himself  perpetrated  an  act  of  this  kind, 
because  at  a  monastery — with  the  teaching 
of  which  he  happened  to  disagree — an 
exhumation  was  carried  out  to  the  tune 
of  3,000  corpses.  So  Louis  XIV.  did  not 
get  worse  treatment  than  he  meted  out  to 
others.  Then  our  own  journals  contain  a 
famous  order  of  the  House  directing  that 
the  carcases  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  others 
should  be  taken  from  their  graves. 
("  Hear,  hear  "  from  the  Irish  benches.)  I 
can  understand  our  friends  from  Ireland 


!  objecting  to  put  up  a  statue  to  Oliver 
Cromwell,  but  I  am  amazed  that  they 
should  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  take  up 
his  carcase. 

Mr.  DILLON :  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman alludes  to  me,  I  did  not  say  it 
was  a  good  thing.  I  thought  it  a  good 
exemplification  of  the  savage  temper  of 
this  House  in  those  days. 

Mr,  J.  MORLEY :  Now  I  have  one  or 
two  questions  which  the  Government,  in 
vindication  of  Lord  Kitchener  himself, 
must  answer.  When  Lord  Kitchener  left 
Omdurman  for  Fashoda,  what  instruc- 
tions did  he  leave  behind  1  Did  he  order 
the  casting  of  the  remains  into  the  Nile  1 
Did  he  direct  the  body  to  be  decently 
interred  elsewhere  1  When  the  skull  was 
handed  over,  was  it  carried  off  as  a 
trophy  1  Where  was  it  carried  to  t  Lord 
Cromer  says  it  is  now  buried  at  Wady 
Haifa.  When  1  Was  the  reinterment  in 
consequence  or  not  of  the  feeling  shown 
in  this  House  and  the  country  ?  Sir,  the 
House  may  think  these  are  slight  inci- 
dents. I  venture  to  think  it  will  be  a 
very  bad  day  for  this  House  and  the 
conntry  when  such  ignoble  proceedings 
are  treated  in  this  House  as  trivial  and 
when  it  is  felt  that  they  require  no  justifi- 
cation. This  is  the  question — and  here 
is  where  I  venture,  with  the  utmost 
reluctance,  to  differ  from  my  right  hon. 
friend  who  sits  near  me — Is  this  House  or 
not  to  have  an  opportunity  of  protesting 
against  this  ignoble  proceeding  1  I  do 
not  at  all  call  a  perfunctory  parenthesis 
a  protest  on  the  part  of  the  House.  We 
want  something  more  than  that.  You  send 
your  soldiers  to  civilise  savages.  Take 
care  the  savages  do  not  barbarise  your 
soldiers.  What  is  more  important  a  great 
deal,  take  care  that  the  maxims,  standards, 
and  feelings  of  this  House  are  not  bar- 
barised.  The  more  you  extend  your 
Empire — and  the  Colonial  Secretary  will 
be  tno  first  man  to  agree  with  me — the 
more  need  is  there,  the  more  imperative 
is  it,  that  this  House  should  exact  from 
its  agents  abroad  the  same  standards  of 
conduct  which  we  exact  at  home  ;  and  it 
will  be  a  bad  day  indeed  if  we  have  one 
conscience  for  the  mother  country  and 
another  conscience  for  all  that  vast  terri- 
tory over  which  your  eye  does  not  extend. 
We  must  be  slow  in  entrusting  power  far 
away  from  our  control  and  observation. 
We  nuist  strongly  insist  that  that  pqwer 
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shall  be  used  in  conformity  with  our  own 
principles  of  humanity.  When  I  used 
some  language — which  I  abide  by — on 
this  transaction  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  rebuked  me.  It  was  a 
land  of  rebuke,  I  fancy,  that  was  heard 
in  a  neighbouring  country,  or  has  been 
for  some  months  past,  when  anyone  ven- 
tured to  criticise  the  General  Staff. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.K) :  What  I  complained  of  was  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  condemned 
Lord  Kitchener  when  he  had  been  told 
inquiries  were  being  made. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  We  were  not  then 
assured  of  Lord  Kitchener's  share  in  the 
transaction,  and  I  expressly  disclaimed 
any  wish  to  censure  Lord  Kitchener  on 
that  occasion.  So  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
ia  completely  wrong.  I  do  not  know 
whether  many  will  agree  with  me  or  not, 
but  this  ia  an  occasion,  in  my  view,  if 
ever  there  was  an  occasion,  when,  in  a 
form  that  cannot  be  mistaken,  this  House 
should  show  it  is  capable  of  expressing 
what  I  believe  to  be,  and  I '  believe  you 
will  find  to  be,  the  real  voice  of  the  con- 
science of  this  country  and  those  who 
send  us  here;  and  it  is  because  I  think 
that,  and  think  it  most  profoundly,  that 
I  for  one,  whatever  others  may  do,  must 
say  "No"  to  this  Vote. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR::,  I  rather 
hesitate  to  rise  again  so  jeeon  after 
addressing  the  House,  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  put  some  questions  to  me. 
He  has  appealed  to  me,  as  representing 
the  Government,  for  some  view  of  the 
transactions  to  which  he  has  referred — 
transactions,  I  may  say,  which,  in  my 
judgment,  whatever  view  the  House  may 
take  of  them,  have  been  thrown  into 
most  undue  and  disproportionate  promin- 
ence by  the  course  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  thought  it  fit  to  take. 
Let  us  at  once  agree  that  the  idea  that 
any  British  officer,  with  our  concurrence 
or  approval,  direct  or  indirect,  should  use 
bis  power  to  execute  vengeance  upon  a 
dead  enemy  is  absolutely  repulsive  to  all 
the  instincts  of  civilised  men,  whether 
they  be  soldiers  or  civilians.  But  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  element  of  vengeance 
entered  in  the  smallest  degree  into  the 
motive  or  action  of  Lord  Kitchener,  or 
coloured  with  even  the  faintest  colouring 
the  policy  which,  on  public  grounds  and 


Lord  Kitchener. 


346 


public  grounds  alone,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  follow.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man talked — and  I  have  heard  some  people 
talk  elsewhere — as  if  the  Mahdi  was  a 
man  against  whom  Lord  Kitchener  was 
fighting,  as  if  he  was  the  general  conduct- 
ing the  force  we  had  opposed  and  defeated, 
and,  the  general  of  our  enemy  having 
been  killed,  vengeance  was  taken  on  his 
dead  remains.  I  need  not  remind 
the  Committee  that  the  Mahdi  had 
been  dead  twelve  years,  and  that, 
as  far  as  I  know,  Lord  Kitchener 
had  never  been  brought  into  military 
conflict  with  him.  He  did  not  represent 
the  military  element  against  which  we 
were  fighting,  though  he  did  represent 
the  superstition  which  lay  at  the  base  of 
that  military  force.  Let  me  add,  to  make 
the  case  with  regard  to  vengeance  com- 

Elete,  that  I  believe  the  Mahdi's  family, 
is  son-in-law,  and  other  relatives,  have 
been  treated  by  Lord  Kitchener  and  the 
British  authorities  with  the  utmost  con- 
sideration, and  if  vengeance  had  been  his 
motive  and  animating  impulse  he  would 
not  have  associated  the  action  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  objects  with  the 
treatment  of  those  most  nearly  connected 
with  the  dead  false  prophet.  The  right 
hon.  Grentleman  has  fallen  into  error  on 
anotherpoint.  Hebelievesthe  operation  was 
secret.  I  am  informed,  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  was  done  publicly,  and  that 
publicity  was  an  essential  part  of  the 
policy  which  originally  prompted  it,  and 
that  it  was  deliberately  carried  out — I 
believe  there  were  British  officers  present 
— but  it  was  deliberately  carried  out,  by 
Lord  Kitchener's  orders,  by  the  native 
officers  and  men  of  the  Soudanese  regi- 
ments. The  reason  they  were  selected 
for  the  duty  was  in  order  that  they  might 
know  and  transmit  the  knowledge 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
Soudan  that  the  Mahdi  was  after  all  not 
the  Heaven-sent  prophet  they  imagined 
him  to  be,  but  belonged  to  a  temporary, 
false,  and  dying  creed.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  criticised  not  only  the 
motives  of  Lord  Kitchener,  but  the 
strength  of  the  considerations  which 
induced  him  to  take  the  course  he  did 
take.  It  is  difficult,  perhaps  impossible, 
for  us  sitting  here  comfortably  in  an 
English  June  to  estimate  the  political 
and  religious  considerations  which  ani- 
mate the  savage  superstitions  of  the  black 
population  of  the  Soudan,  but  I  desire  to 
remind  the  House  of  what,  I  think,  they 
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have  forgotten — of  the  array  of  occupation, 
the  20,000  men  whom  Lord  Kitchener 
took  with  him  to  Omdurman  and  Khar- 
toum, about  a  third  only  were  British 
troops,  and  that  third  had  to  be  immedi- 
ately removed.  You  practically  left,  and 
intended  to  leave — it  was  your  policy  to 
leave — at  Khartoum  no  more  white  men 
than  were  necessary  to  command  your 
native  levies.  Of  whom  did  those 
native  levies  consist  1  In  part  of  Egyptian 
regiments,  who  also,  I  believe,  were  re- 
jvod,  but  they  were  largely  Soudanese  ; 
y  so,  but  they  were  largely  com- 
A  men  who  at  one  time  of  their 
ives  had  been  disciples  of  the  Mahdi,  and, 
more  than  that,  they  largely  consisted  of 
tiu'ji  who  h;td  fought  for  the  Khalifa  at 
Ferkeh,  Atbara,  and  Omdurman ;  they 
were  among  the  men  who  had  rushed  up 
to  pur  rifles  with  that  splendid  courage 
which  has  T  een  the  admiration  of  all  who 
have  read  authentic  accounts  of  the 
military  transactions  of  the  campaign. 
Tliia  handful  of  British  officers  were 
going  to  be  left  alone  in  the  midst 
of  this  vast  and  seething  mass  of 
native  Soudanese,  who,  up  to  the  very  eve 
01  the  day  when  the  last  of  these  trans- 
actions took  place  had  been  fanatical  and 
devoted  followers  of  Mahdism.  Was  it 
not  the  first  duty  of  the  man  responsible 
for  the  safety  of  these  officers  that  he 
should,  if  possible,  cut  at  the  very  root  of 
that  fanatical  superstition  which  had  been 
the  strength  of  Mahdism  for  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
among  others,  may  think  that  the  means 
were  ill  contrived  to  attain  the  end,  but 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  first  necessity  that 
the  end  should  be  attained  no  hon. 
Member  who  understands  the  real  position 
in  the  Soudan  then  and  now  can  possibly 
doubt.  Recollect  that,  though  we 
had  destroyed,  as  a  fighting  body, 
the  vast  array  of  60,000  men 
shattered  outside  Omdurman,  there  re- 
mained in  Kordofan,  Darfur,  and  else- 
where in  the  Soudan  garrisons  of  the 
Khalifa  the  vast  tribes  who  had  been 
devoted  followers  of  the  Mahdi,  and  who 
were  wavering  in  their  allegiance  to  the 
Khalifa.  Lord  Kitchener  was  of  opinion, 
and  I  believe  is  of  opinion,  that  had  he 
not  pursued  the  course  he  did  pursue 
these  tribes,  instead  of  throwing  in  their 
lot  with  us  and  accepting  our  rule,  would 
have  continued  to  follow  Mahdism,  with 
consequences,  not  to  this  country  only, 
but  to  Egypt  and  the  Soudan,  which  will 
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BUggest  themselves  to  the  mind  of  every 
man  who  has  followed  the  history  of  the 
great  Nile  basin  during  the  last  20  years. 
This  great  fabric  of  the  Mahdist  tyranny 
rested  on  two  bases.  In  the  first  place  it 
had  a  military  basis  of  armed  strength,  brutal 
and  unceasing  cruelty  and  tyranny,  which 
never  for  a  moment  relaxed  its  grip ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  rested  on  the  super- 
stitious belief  of  a  most  superstitions 
population  in  the  supernatural  character 
of  the  prophet  who  had  brought  this 
phase  of  Mahometanism  into  being.  We 
shattered  the  first  of  these  foundations  at 
Ferkeh,  at  Atbara, 'and  Omdurman ;  we 
shattered  it  at  a  cost  of  many  valuable 
lives  of  our  own  countrymen  and  allies, 
we  shattered  it  at  the  cost  of  an  appall- 
ing slaughter — appalling  but  necessary 
slaughter — of  those  arrayed  against  us ; 
and  is  Lord  Kitchener  to  be  blamed 
because  he  destroyed  the  other  founda- 
tion of  Mahdism,  without  inflicting  a 
wound  on  a  single  individual — without, 
so  far  as  I  know,  doing  anything  which 
can  be  described  as  hurting  the  religious 
convictions  of  any  human  being — without 
battle,  without  slaughter,  without  inflicting 
death,  pain,  suffering,  or  loss  upon  anyone  t 
If  it  be  true,  as  Lord  Kitchener  Delieved  and 
believes,  that  the  course  vhe  then  took— 
a  course  not  dictated  by  vengeance  or 
hostility  to  a  dead  foe,  but  a  course 
simply  intended  to  preserve  the  future  of 
the  Soudan  from  that  which  had  been  its 
curse  in  the  past — if  he  is  right  in  sup- 
posing that  that  policy  did  produce  its 
effect,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  that  policy 
that  at  this  moment  Darfur  and  Kordofan 
are  faithful  to  British  and  Egyptian  rule, 
and  that  at  this  moment  the  Khalifa, 
instead  of  making  fresh  head  and  leading 
new  troops  against  our  men,  finds  himself 
the  leader  of  a  rapidly  diminishing  body 
of  discouraged  followers — if,  I  say,  thac 
was  the  result,  will  any  man  get  up  here 
and  blame  him  ?  It  is  very  easy,  it  is  a 
very  simple  matter,  in  the  name  of 
civilisation  and  morality,  and  in  the 
security  of  Britain,  with  the  ease  and  con- 
ditions of  civilised  life  around  us,  to 
blame  one  who  in  a  critical  moment  took 
a  decision  of  which  you  disapprove.  You 
have  no  responsibility  now  tor  the  safety 
of  the  English  officers  to  whom  you  com- 
mitted the  charge  of  the  Soudan;  it  is 
not  on  your  shoulders  the  blame  would 
fall  if  by  a  recrudescence  of  this  blood- 
thirsty superstition  all  these  men  had 
been  sacrificed.    Recollect,  there  is  but  a 
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step  from  the  recrudescence  of  Mahdism 
to  the  absolute  destruction  of  every  white 
man  from  north  to  south  of  the  Soudan. 
That  was  the  problem  Lord  Kitchener 
had  to  face.  All  that  could  be  done  by 
successful  fighting,  by  brilliant  feats  of 
arms,  by  undaunted  courage,  had  been 
done,  and  for  the  moment  the  forces  of 
the  Khalifa  were  shattered  and  flying. 
He  had  still  to  deal  with  that  more  subtle 
malady  chronic  in  the  Soudan — the  super- 
stitious malady  which  easily  believes  in 
the  prophetic  mission  of  some  blood- 
thirsty pretender  to  religious  eminence, 
a  belief  which,  when  it  once  gains 
head,  can  only  be  crushed,  as  we  have 
crashed  it,  at  a  vast  cost  of  life,  labour, 
and  money.  I  can  hardly  imagine  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  member  for 
Montrose  having  to  take  a  decision  in 
face  of  the  living  reality  with  which  he 
had  to  deal ;  but  if  I  can  imagine  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  being  told  after  the 
fall  of  Khartoum  that  he  had  to  choose 
between  the  disinterment  of  the  Mahdi's 
body  on  the  one  hand  and  with  it  the 
destruction  of  the  superstition  which  the 
Mahdi  created  over  a  vast  area  of  the 
Soudan,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  possible 
recrudescence  of  the  difficulties  from 
which  we  have  suffered  so  much,  and  as  a 
consequence  of  those  difficulties  the 
probable  destruction  of  men  of  our  own 
Wood  and  country  who  had  served  us  long 
and  well,  and  whom  we  had  left  there  in 
the  midst  of  an  alien  population  to  bring 
to  them  the  blessings  of  peace  and 
crrflisation — if,  I  Bay,  I  could  conceive 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  having  to 
decide  then  and  there  what  line  he  would 
take,  I  greatly  doubt  whether  his  policy 
would,  nave  widely  differed  from  that 
Lord  Kitchener  adopted. 

.Mr.  J.  MOKLEY:  I  would  have  re- 
turned the  remains  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  would  have  put  the 
remains  in  the  ground  again,  and  possibly 
that  might  have  been  a  better  course ; 
but  let  it  be  remembered,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  talks  as  if  these  bones 
had  been  tossed  with  every  circumstance 
of  ignominy  into  the  first  receptacle  that 
could  be  found  for  them,  that  that  was 
not  the  case.  There  were  no  circum- 
stances of  ignominy,  and  from  such  infor- 
mation as  I  have  obtained  I  learn  that  no 
aueh  impression  of  ignominy  was  pro- 


duced on  the  native  population.  I  believe 
that  anything  in  the  nature  of  cremation, 
which  to  other  ideas  would  probably  hav,e 
been  more  desirable,  would  have  been 
regarded  by  them  as  the  last  insult  that 
could  have  been  offered,  but  as  I  am 
informed  what  was  actually  done  had  no 
such  result.  But,  after  all,  the  distinction 
does  not  appear  to  be  so  great  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  supposes,  and  even  were 
it  greater  than  it ,  is  are  we  in  a  debate 
intended  to  do  honour  and  confer  reward 
for  long  years  of  faithful,  responsible,  and 
anxious  service,  carried  out  under  unex- 
ampled difficulties  with  unexampled  skill, 
to  dwell  at  this  disproportionate,  length 
upon  what,  even  in  the  corrected  view  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  would  appear,  to 
have  been  a  mere  error  of  judgment  t..  I 
hope  I  have  in  the  argument  I  have 
developed  said  something  which  will  not 
only  bring  back  the  discussion  to  its  true 
proportion,  but  will  also  show  that  in  the 
course  he  adopted  Lord  Kitchener  was 
animated  by  none  of  those  ,  mean,  con? 
temptible  motives  too  rashly,  and  surely 
most  foolishly,  attributed  to  him.  Sir, 
rightly  or  wronglyr— as  I  believe,  rightly 
—he  took  a  general  survey  of  the  whole 
situation  in  the.  Soudan  as  he  found  it, 
and,  with  the  tremendous  responsibility  on 
his  shoulders  of  seeing  that  the  lives. .of 
our  officers  left  there  in  command .  of 
Soudanese  troops  were  not  again  to  be 
sacrificed  as  too  many  lives  have  in  the 
past  been  sacrificed,  he  took  a  decision, 
not  one,  I  well  believe,  agreeable  to  him- 
self, but  dictated  by  a  high  sense  of  his 
duty  to  the  country  he  served  and  to  ihe, 
country  of  which  he  was  the  conqueror^ 
I  hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  I  fully  recognise  has  performed  a 
task  which  to  himself  must  have  been  ex- 
tremely disagreeable  with  all  moderation,, 
wilj  feel  that  enough  has  been  said  upon 
this  topic  and  that  we  may  with  every, 
advantage  now  proceed  to  the  termination 
of  the  discussion  and  a  decision  on  the 
Vote. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire, Leigh): 
If  there  is  one  thing  more  deplorable; 
than  another  in  connection  with  the; 
perpetration  of  these  barbarities  by  an 
army  commanded  by  a  British  general, 
that  is  that  they  should  be  defended  by 
the  Leader  of  the  House..  The  excuse 
which  has  been  made  amounts  to  this, 
that  because  we  were  making  use  of 
barbarous  instruments  we  therefore  must . 
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have  recourse  to  barbarous  methods.  The 
country  ought,  in  view  of  the  further  use 
of  Soudanese  troops,  to  know  that  such  is 
the  consequence  of  the  employment  of 
Bavage  troops  in  the  service  of  the  British 
Government.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion has  admitted  that  there  are  two 
grave  matters  which  we  ought  justly  to 
consider  in  connection  with  this  Vote: 
one,  the  treatment  of  the  tomb  and 
body  of  our  dead  enemy,  and  the 
other  the  treatment  of  our  wounded 
enemies  on  the  field  of  battle. 
My  right  hon.  friend  has  said,  and  justly 
said,  that  as  far  as  the  British  troops  are 
concerned  no  verv  grave  charges  of  in- 
humanity had  been  brought  against 
them.  I  hold  and  believe  that  that  is 
the  case,  although  there  were  isolated 
cases  of  inhumanity,  established  on  their 
own  testimony,  as  some  of  them  have 
written  letters  on  the  subject  which  have 
been  published  in  this  country.  I  think 
that  even  in  these  isolated  cases  things 
were  done  whioh  we  must  all  regret.  But 
there  is  a  far  graver  question,  and  that  is 
the  conduct  of  those  native  troops  on  whom 
we  largely  relied  in  this  campaign  and 
upon  whom  we  have  apparently  come  to 
entirely  rely  in  order  to  hold  the  country. 
No  one  can  suppose  that  this  is  a  plea- 
sant subject  to  raise  in  this  House,  or 
that  anyone  would  raise  it  out  of  light- 
ness of  heart  or  from  any  political  or 
party  motive;  and  the  leader  of  the 
House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
that  in  speaking  of  it  I  am  not  actuated 
by  any  such  motives.  But  the  House  is 
entitled  to  know,  so  far  as  can  be 
known,  what  did  happen  in  regard  to  this 
grave,  this  terrible  matter.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  be  able  to  lay  the  whole  facts 
before  hon.  Members — it  is  quite  impos- 
sible for  any  private  person  to  do  so — 
and  all  I  can  attempt  to  establish  is  that 
there  is  a  strong  case  for  inquiry,  and 
that,  in  face  of  the  facts  they  already 
knew,  the  House  should  not  be  asked  to 
confer  a  signal  mark  of  honour  and  favour 
in  respect  of  the  conduct  of  the  cam- 
paign until  it  has  caused  the  matter 
to  be  sifted  to  the  very  bottom. 
It  ia  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the 
wounded  were  killed  in  the  course  of 
the  battle  of  Omdurman,  as  probably  they 
have  been  killed  in  every  battle  in  the 
Soudan  since  we  have  been  engaged  with 
this  savage  and  relentless  enemy.  No 
rational  man  would  for  a  moment  contend 
that  in  no  circumstances  is  it  justifiable 
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to  kill  a  wounded  man.  If  a  wounded 
man  has  arms  and  is  resisting,  or  shows 
clearly  that  he  intends  to  resist,  he  is  a 
combatant  just  like  any  other,  and  must 
be  treated  as  such ;  but  when  the  wounded 
were  killed,  not  because  they  had  weapons 
and  showed  that  they  intended  to  use 
them,  but  simply  because  they  were  lying 
in  the  way  of  advancing  troops,  then  that 
is  taking  a  very  great  and  terrible  re- 
sponsibility, and  it  is  a  matter  which 
needs  to  be  hedged  round  with  the 
greatest  possible  care  and  precaution  by 
the  commander  of  the  force,  who  must 
make  the  utmost  possible  effort  to  let 
the  troops  understand  clearly  what 
is  expected  of  them,  to  prevent 
them  going  beyond  the  border-line  of 
what  is  an  extremely  slippery  slope,  and 
who  must  also  take  care  that  there  is  a 
sufficient  supply  of  officers  thoroughly  in- 
structed in  their  duty  to  restrain  the  very 
unruly  and  barbarous  material  under 
their  command.  Was  that  done  on  this 
occasion  ?  Sufficient  proof  that  it  was 
not  done  can  be  brought  before  the 
House.  When  I  some  time  ago  asked 
what  orders  were  given  I  was  informed 
that  no  orders  were  given  on  that  occasion 
different  from  those  given  on  other  occasions. 
That  does  not  carry  us  very  much  further, 
and  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  what 
were  the  orders  or  what  was  exactly 
expected  of  the  officers  and  of  the  troops. 
We  ought  to  know.  I  believe  it  is  the 
fact  that  no  general  order  was  given  in 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  the.  wounded. 
That  has  been  stated  by  General  Gatacre, 
and  that  fact  is  part  of  my  complaint. 
An  order  ought  to  have  been 
given,  remembering  the  troops  that 
were  employed  and  what  had  oc- 
curred on  previous  occasions.  But  that 
some  orders  were  given  was  proved  by 
statements  in  the  private  letters  of  our 
own  soldiers,  and  although  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  take  the  word  of  these  men- 
many  of  whom  are  not  men  of  education, 
and  are  not  used  to  weigh  their  words 
very  carefully — as  to  the  exact  nature  of 
the  order,  this,  at  least,  emerges  as  abso- 
lutely certain,  that  even  our  own  soldiers 
did  not  understand  clearly  that  they  were 
to  discriminate,  as  they  ought  to  dis- 
criminate, between  a  wounded  enemy 
who  was  dangerous  and  another  who  was 
not.  The  House  should  remember  that 
the  letters  from  which  I  am  about  to 
quote  extracts  were  written,  not  for  any 
ulterior  purpose,  but  simply  as  repre- 
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senting  the  impression  produced  upon  our 
troops  by  the  orders  they  had  received. 
Lieutenant  Fison,  presumably  a  man  of 
education,  wrote  : 

"Previous  to  the  advance  the  Sirdar  had 
issued  orders  that  all  wounded  dervishes  passed 
orer  had  to  be  killed." 

Private  Pendlebury,  of  tho  Lancashire 
Fusiliers,  wrote : 

"The  order  was  to  bayonet  every  one,  dead 
or  alive,  as  we  passed  tfiem." 

Private  Barlow,  of  the  same  regiment, 
wrote  : 

"  As  we  advanced  we  were  ordered  to  kill 
all  the  wounded  tliat  we  met." 

Then  a  soldier,  in  his  diary,  published  in 
the  Birmingham  Argus,  said — 

"The  order  was  given  that  all  wounded 
dervishes  met  with  were  to  be  shot  or 
bayoneted  "  ; 

while  the  Chronicle  thus  quoted  a  letter 
from  a  private  soldier  : 

"Before  the  battle  began  they  gave  the 
order  out,  and  as  we  advanced  they  were  lying 
nnderneath  the  bushes.  You  ought  to  have 
seen  the  men  bayonet  them." 

The  Westminster  Gazette  quoted  the  follow- 
ing from  a  soldier's  private  letter — 

"After  the  battle  we  advanced  over  the 
battlefield,  when  we  had  to  walk  over  the  dead 
and  wounded  enemy.  All  the  enemy  who 
were  wounded  were  quickly  bayoneted." 

From  such  perfectly  spontaneous  testi- 
mony the  House  must  conclude  that  at 
least  there  was  a  very  considerable 
negligence,  a  very  considerable  want  of 
precision,  a  very  marked  want  of  fore- 
thought, on  the  part  of  those  who  should 
have  thought  of  the  wounded  on  the 
battlefield.  I  hope  the  time  will  never 
come  when  the  House  will  idly  treat  this 
matter,  and  think  that  because  we  are 
waging  war  with  barbarous  enemies,  who 
would  givo  no  quarter  if  they  were 
victorious,  we  should  treat  them  when  they 
are  defeated  after  their  own  barbarous 
methods  and  refuse  them  the  privileges 
we  would  grant  to  a  civilised  enemy  in  simi- 
lar circumstances.  I  am  willing  not  only  to 
admit  but  to  claim  that  there  were  on  the 
part  of  our  own  troops  many  cases  of 
signal  humanity,  and  that  many  dervishes 
who  showed  that  they  had  thrown  away 
their  weapons  were  allowed  to  pass  harm- 
less through  the  British  lines ;  but  that 
fact  does  not  do  away  with  the  other  evi- 
dence of  acts  which  all  must  regret.  But 
what  was  the  impression  produced  upon 
the  native  troops  by  the  orders  that  were 
given,  and  what  was  their  conduct  1  If 
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it  is  tho  case  that  wo  are  to  depend 
almost  exclusively  upon  these  black  troops, 
the  conduct  of  these  men  in  the  field 
becomes  a  very  serious  matter,  and  so  also 
does  the  question  of  how  they  are  to  be 
restrained  from  pursuing  their  natural 
instincts  of  brutality  and  barbarism.  As 
to  their  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Omdur- 
man,  the  only  evidence  obtainable  is  that 
of  officers  and  correspondents  who  were 
present.  The  first  that  I  will  quote  is 
Mr.  Cross,  who  died  shortly  afterwards 
from  the  effects  of  enteric  fever  in  the 
Soudan.  He  was  a  very  brave  and  very 
trustworthy  witness.  Mr.  Stevens,  in  his 
book  on  the  Soudan  campaign,  has  described 
him  as  "  quiet,  gentle,  patient,  brave, 
sincere — the  type  of  an  English  gentle- 
man." Such  a  man  was  not  likely  to 
bear  false  witness  in  a  matter  in  which 
the  reputation  of  his  own  country  was 
concerned.    But  he  said : 

"  It  was  about  8. 15  when  the  fight  at  the 
zarelui  was  over,  and  about  nine  o'clock  orders 
were  given  for  the  zarel>a  to  Ixj  opened  and  a 

Ssneral  advance  made  in  the  direction  of 
mdurman.  One  of  the  chief  features  of  this 
advance  was  the  conduct  of  the  black  camp 
followers,  who  hurried  out  in  front  of  the  lines 
and  hastily  looted  the  dead  and  wounded. 
They  took  good  care  that  the  latter  were  soon 
numbered  with  the  former.  It  was  a  shameful 
sight  to  see  them  shooting  down  the  stricken 
dervishes  at  such  close  quarters  that  many  of 
the  bodies  were  set  on  fire,  and  the  smell  of 
burning  flesh  was  added  to  the  horrors  of  the 
battlefield.  So  careless  were  they  in  their 
shooting  that  one  ran  ax  much  risk  or  being  shot 
by  them  during  the  advance  as  by  the  enemy. 
At  least  four  men  in  the  War  wicks  were  struck 
by  these  reckless  shooters,  who  continued  their 
grisly  task  throughout  the  day,  stripping  oil" 
the  jibbebs,  rifling  the  pockets,  and  gathering 
sheaves  of  spears  and  swords.  TVIany  a  jibbeh 
which  will  l>e  exhibited  in  triumph  after  this 
campaign  has  been  bought  at  the  price  of  the 
life  of  a  wounded  man.  In  a  few  cases  a  re- 
volver was  necessary  in  self-defence,  but  the 
wholesale  slaughter  that  was  carried  on  by 
the  blacks  was  indefensible." 

That  statement  relates  only  to  the  black 
camp  followers,  but  some  precautions 
ought  to  have  been  taken  to  keep  these 
in  hand  and  prevent  their  bloodthirsty 
and  brutal  instincts  bringing  discredit  on 
the  army.  I  asked  a  question  on  this 
matter,  and  was  promised  an  answer,  but 
none  has  been  given,  Lord  Kitchener 
having  never  referred  to  that  part  of  the 
subject.  If,  however,  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  camp  followers  it  would  be  a  compara- 
tively small  matter,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  is  very  far  from  being  the  case.  Mr. 
Maxwell,  the  special  correspondent,  after 
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describing  what  happened  immediately 
after  the  repulse  of  the  attack  on  the 
zareba,  said  : 

"  Some  of  the  Sirdar's  Soudanese  were  cau- 
tiously making  their  way  across  the  field  of 
battle,  their  duty  being  one  which,  however 
hatef  ul  it  may  seem  to  the  theoretical  humani- 
tarians, warfare  against  a  savage  horde  like 
the  followers  of  the  Khalifa  makes  imperative. 
There  is  no  need  to  dwell  on  such  incidents,  as 
the  Sirdar's  black  troops  were  doing  what  had 
to  be  done  to  make  a  safe  path  across  the 
scene  of  conflict." 

Then  Mr.  Charles  Williams,  one  of  the 
most  cool-headed  and  most  experienced 
of  correspondents,  included  in  his  telegram 
to  the  Chronicle  describing  the  battle  a 
passage  which  was  deliberately  struck  out 
by  the  censor.  Mr.  Williams  subsequently 
wrote  : — 

"  A  most  material  passage  in  my  description 
of  the  affray — for  one  must  sacrifice  all  sense 
of  proportion  to  call  the  affair  of  September 
2nd  a  battle— was  suppressed  without  the 
slightest  intimation  of  the  fact  being  com- 
municated to  me.  When  I  am  asked, 
therefore,  why  I  omitted  such  a  striking 
incident,  it  is  necessary  to  explain  that 
I  did  not.  After  the  first  phase  of  the  fight  the 
Sirdar,  with  his  staff,  moved  to  the  right,  and 
I  accompanied  them.  .  .  .  While  I  was  going 
on  a  staff  officer  of  the  British  division  called 
out  to  me,  '  Come  along ;  we're  off  to 
Omdnrman.'  So  I  started  by  a  short  cut  to 
join  the  British  division,  a  few  minutes  before 
the  dervishes  made  their  second  attack,  which 
so  seriously  threatened  Macdonald's  brigade. 
I  witnessed  this  from  a  commanding  position 
on  the  hill.  But  in  reaching  that  position  I 
had  crossed  a  portion  of  the  slaughter-ground 
in  the  first  phase,  and  had  witnessed  within  a 
few  yards  of  me  the  way  in  which  native 
soldiers  were  killing  all  the  dervishes  wounded 
in  that  part  of  the  field,  because  some  of  the 
wounded  had  thrown  spears  or  javelins  at  the 
troops.  Moved  by  indignation  (though  at 
Abu  Klea  I  had  a  spear  thrown  at  myself,  and 
the  man  who  threw  it  had  his  head  blown  off 
by  a  Grenadier  Guardsman)  I  was  about  to 
appeal  to  some  senior  officer,  for  I  saw  no 
British  executive  officer  with  the  Gippies, 
when  a  medical  officer  advised  me  to  retire,  as 
the  bullets  were  flying,  about  recklessly.  My 
description  of  the  scene  was  excessively  mild 
—but  it  was  suppressed.  I  do  not  say  the 
slaughter  after  the  fight  was  wholly  unpro- 
voked. I  do  say  it  was  excessive,  and  ought 
to  have  been  checked." 

There  was  only  one  other  statement  I 
will  read  to  the  House.  It  fills  in  the 
details  of  the  occurrence.  It  is  an  ex- 
tract from  a  private  letter,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  to  give  the  name  of  the  writer  to 
the  Leader  of  the  House  if  he  desires  it, 
as  proof  of  my  good  faith.  The  letter 
was  not  written  for  publication,  but  it 
was  sent  to  a  friend  by  the  writer,  who 
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was  present  throughout  with  the  native 
brigades.    He  said  : 

"  After  attack  on  zareba  the  fire  zone  was 
scattered  with  dead    and  dying  dervishes. 
When  the  force    advanced    in   echelon  of 
brigades  from  the  left  the  British  brigades 
happened  to  pass   over  ground  which  was 
practically  clear  of  bodies,  but  the  natives  of 
Maxwell's   brigade,    whom    I  accompanied, 
marched  in  a  broad ish  formation  (column  of 
double  companies)  across  that  part  of  the 
ground  where  the  attack  had  been  most  of  all 
pressed  home.    ...    I  rode  out  of  the 
zareba,  just  ahead  of  this  native  brigade,  in 
order  to  look  at  some  of  the  dervishes.  1  trotted 
out  slowly,  but  immediately  found  myself 
under  a  heavy  fire   from    these   men  in 
my  rear,  and,  turning  round,  I  saw  that  the 
front  ranks  of  Maxwell's  brigade,  in  a  fairly 
well-preserved  formation,  were  shooting  inde- 
pendently— i.e.   each  man   shooting  as  he 
thought  good — at  dead  and  dying  dervishes. 
I  turned  round,  and  came  in  circuitously 
behind  the  ranks,  and  went  across  the  field 
with  them  till  I  was  sick.    Men  dropped  out 
of  the  ranks  here  and  there  and  potted  men 
who  were  dying  and   then  striped  them. 
They  as  a  rule  before  stripping  them  both  shot 
and  bayoneted  them,  to  make  sure  they  were 
dead.    If  any  heap  of  dervishes  was  in  the 
way,  four  or  five  men  would  fire  a  volley  before 
approaching  it.    One  or  two  of  the  wounded 
screamed  and  crawled  up  and  begged  to  be 
let  off,  and  that  was  excruciatingly  heart- 
rending to  see,  because  the  Soudanese  then 
jabbed  them,  with  a  noisy  laugh.    I  stopped 
about  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes,  and  I  must 
have  seen  a  great  many  men  killed  like  that  in 
that  time.    Behind  the  ranks  came  a  fringe  of 
camp  followers,  who  were  shooting  and  looting 
everywhere,  and  who  positively  made  it  danger- 
ous to  be  anywhere  near  them.    They  over- 
burdened themselves  with  all  sorts  of  looty 
which  they  dragged  off  the  dead  dervishes.  1 
saw  no  single  live  dervish  at  any  point  within 
300  or  400  yards  of  the  ground  over  wliich  Max- 
well's briyade  advanced  after  they  had  passed 
by.    I  talk  solely  of  what  happened  under  my 
own  nose,  and  I  only  speak  of  those  things  of 
the  occurrence  of  which  I  am  as  positive  as 
that  I  breathe.    You  may  say  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  advancing 
troops.  "That  is  a  matter  for  discussion.  I 
only  mention  the  fact  that  from  about  8.15  to 
about  9  practically  the  whole  of  the  front 
ranks  of  Maxwell's  brigade,  with  whom  I  was, 
were  engaged  close  by  me  in  shooting  and 
bayoneting  every  wounded  man  they  saw ; 
that  I  saw  some  fall  out  of  the  ranks  to  do  so, 
and  driven  back,  non-commissioned  officers 
swearing  at  them,  &c.,  and  that  behind  there 
was  a  crowd  of  excited  camp  followers  doing 
what  I  have  said.    I  left  these  natives  at 
about  8.40   and  rode  eastwards  towards  the 
river.    The  shooting  went  on  just  as  much  for 
the  next  twenty  minutes  at  least  some  balf- 
mile  to  my  right  rear,  but  I  was  not  actually 
with  them  then. 

"  After  the  second  phase  of  the  battle, which 
you  know  about,  I  was  with  Lewis's  brigade. 
These  were  formed  at  one  time  at  right  angles 
to  Macdonald's.  Subsequently  the  two  brigades 
were  in  line,  with  their  backs  towards  the 
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river,  and  in  that  formation  they  advanced 
westwards,  when  the  attack  had  been  repelled, 
for  a  distance  of  about  1£  mile.  All  this 
ground  was  thickly  covered  with  dead  and 
dying  dervishes.  I  accompanied  Lewis's 
brigade.  I  was  shoulder  to  shoulder  be- 
tween two  battalions,  who  were  deployed 
in  the  firing  line  throughout.  There 
was  no  conceivable  reason  for  excitement  or 
angry  ferocity  on  the  part  of  the  men.  They 
baa  never  been  in  any  danger  so  long  as  they 
went  on  shooting,  and  they  knew  it.  There- 
fore there  was  no  excuse  for  the  way  they 
behaved  when  we  passed  over  the  ground  when 
everything  was  over.  When  there  were 
thick  clumps  of  bodies  (as  there  were  re- 
peatedly) in  our  way  the  regiments  were  halted 
and  made  to  fire  a  volley.  Except  for  that, 
I  heard  no  order  to  kill  the  wounded.  It 
wasn't  necessary,  for  these  men — and  I  noticed 
the  15th  battalion  especially — fell  out  of  the 
ranks  in  order  to  stalk  wounded  dervishes,  and 
crept  up  behind  them  and  potted  them  in  the 
small  of  the  neck.  Officers  swore,  but  the  men 
saw  red  and  wouldn't  stop— paid  no  attention. 
I  saw  an  officer  hit  a  man  with  the  flat  of  his 
sword  for  this.  I  went  and  kicked  one  myself 
back  into  the  ranks,  because  it  wasn't  tolerable 
to  see.  This  went  on  till  about  twelve  o'clock, 
and  then  the  order  to  cease  fire  was  given.  I 
don't  speak  of  any  other  brigades,  because  I 
was  only  close  with  these  two  at  those  times, 
and  it  was  not  possible  to  give  evidence  which 
is  absolutely  indubitable  in  every  detail  unless 
yon  are  quite  close." 

Now  I  venture  to  say,  after  such  a  narra- 
tive with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  these 
troops,  no  one  could  possibly  defend  deeds 
of  that  kind.  Everybody  must  regret 
such  conduct,  and  everybody  must  feel 
that  things  of  this  kind  could  only 
happen  if  the  whole  of  our  Sudaneso 
warfare  was  thoroughly  rotten,  and  if  the 
general  in  charge  of  the  troops  had  given 
up  any  attempt  to  restrain  this  kind  of 
excesses.  At  any  rate,  I  think  that  this 
House,  before  it  is  called  upon  to  give  the 
Vote  which  it  is  now  asked  to  give,  is 
entitled  to  have  these  matters  sifted  to  the 
bottom,  that  it  is  entitled  to  know  who  is 
responsible  for  these  things,  and  to  have 
some  assurance,  in  the  words  of  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  that  every  possible  pre- 
caution will  be  taken  in  the  future  that 
unhappy  events  of  this  kind  shall  not 
happen  again.  There  is  one  other  matter 
which  I  think  is  almost  as  painful  as  the 
treatment  of  the  wounded  upon  the 
battlefield,  and  that  is  the  failure  to 
bring  them  adequate  succour  when  the 
battle  was  over.  I  am  aware  that 
something  was  done,  but  it  was  quite 
insufficient,  to  bring  succour  to  the 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Churchill  has  des- 
cribed how,  three  days  after  the  battle,  he 
went  over  the  field  and  found  these 


wretched  wounded  men  crawling  down  at 
the  rate  of  some  300  or  400  yards  a  day, 
and  crawling  across  the  river  without 
anyone  to  help  them.    Even  a  week  after 
that,  he  went  on  to  the  battlefield  again, 
and  there  some  of  these  wretched  men 
were  still  suffering  these  agonies.    I  think 
that  is  a  terrible  state  of  things,  for 
these  men  were  not  just  a  few  here  and 
there  isolated  cases,  but  the  correspon- 
dents who  went  out  a  week  after  the 
battle  saw  hundreds  of  these  poor  men  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  crawling  about  and 
trying  to  get  what  little  shelter  they 
could  find,  and  they  were  doing  their  best 
to  sustain  life.    Considering  that  a  single 
steamer  would  have  sufficed   to  have 
brought  all  these  men  to  Omdurman,  I 
think  it  is  deplorable  that  a  steamer  was 
not  set  aside  for  this  purpose,  and  that  a 
more  systematic  and  organised  effort  was 
not  made  to  bring  these  men  back  and 
properly  provide  for  them.    I  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  considered  that  these 
men  should  be  treated  on  the  same  terms 
as  the  wounded  soldiers  of  (civilised  armies, 
and  whether  the  convention  as  to  the 
conduct  of  war  did  not  provide  that  the 
wounded  of  all  nations  should  be  brought  in. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  replied  that  as 
much  as  possible  should  be  done  in  that 
direction,  but  my  complaint  is  that  it  was 
not  done  in  this  case.    Many  of  the 
steamers  I  know  were  wanted  for  other 
purposes,  but   I  think   the  claims  of 
humanity  ought  to  have  come  before  these 
other  necessities,  and  at  least  one  of  the 
steamers  might  have  been  spared  to  bring 
succour  to  these  miserable  men.    I  should 
not  have  taken  advantage  of  this  occasion 
to  bring  forward  this  subject,  and  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  brought  it  forward 
earlier  upon  the   Supplementary  Esti- 
mates for  the  service  in  the  Soudan,  but 
I  was  told  that  it  could  not  then  be  raised 
because  Lord  Kitchener  was  not  paid  out 
of  those  Estimates;  and  I  was  told  that  this 
was  the  stage  when  the  matter  might  be 
brought  forward,  because  Lord  Kitchener, 
as  the  Sirdar,  was  paid  out  of  Egyptian 
and  not  out  of  British  money.    I  tnink  I 
have  at  least  shown  that  there  is  matter 
here  for  the  gravest  possible  consideration 
of  this  House.    We  are  probably  now 
only  at  the  beginning  and  not  at  the  end 
of   our  Soudanese   troubles.    I  l>elieve 
that  we  are  probably  at  the  beginning 
of  a  series  of  conflicts  with  savage  enemies 
as  fierce  probably  as  those  we  were 
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engaged  in  upon  this  occasion.  This  j 
is  of  vital  importance  in  the  future  when 
we  are  employing  troops  which  are  not 
our  own,  and  not  animated  by  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  British  Army,  and  which  are 
probably  very  much  under-officered  by 
white  officers.  Therefore  it  is  of  the  most 
vital  consequence  that  steps  should  be 
taken  which  will  render  it  impossible  that 
things  of  this  kind  shall  happen  again. 
I  shall  perhaps  be  told  that  I  am  attack- 
ing the  honour  of  the  British  Army,  but 
I  do  not  think  that  the  honour  of  the 
British  Army  has  anything  to  fear  from 
an  investigation  of  the  facts  as  to  what 
was  done  on  this  occasion,  or  upon  any 
other  occasion.  I  do  think,  however, 
that  we  should  take  great  care  that 
nothing  shall  be  done  at  any  future  time 
which  may  bring  discredit  upon  our  arms. 
I  claim  that  none  of  us,  at  least  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  are  called  upon  to  vote 
for  this  grant  until  this  matter  has  been 
sifted  to  the  bottom,  and  until  it  has 
been  shown  that  we  have  some  guarantee 
that  the  deeds  which  followed  the  battle 
of  Omdurman  will  not  occur  in  the 
future. 

*Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD 
(York) :  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the 
House  wants  to  close  this  debate  so  soon. 
This  question  has  excited  great  interest 
in  the  country,  and  not  only  that, 
but  it  is  a  question  which  affects  the 
honour  of  the  British  Army.  I  should 
have  thought,  therefore,  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  would  have  rather  encouraged 
the  debate  on  this  matter  so  as  to  have 
thoroughly  cleared  up  the  question  ;  and 
if  the  debate  goes  on  I  feel  perfectly 
certain  that  Lord  Kitchener  will  be  found 
to  have  done  the  right  thing  in  regard  to 
this  question.  Now  the  two  points  which 
I  should  like  to  touch  upon,  and  which  aro 
interesting  tho  country  so  much,  are  these  : 
Was  it  necessary  to  disentomb  the  Mahdi, 
and  was  tho  disentombment  done  in  an 
honourable  manner  1  With  regard  to  the 
second  point,  I  quite  agree  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  House 
that  it  might  have  been  done  in  a  very 
much  better  manner.  For  my  part,  I  should 
like  to  have  seen  the  remains  not  only 
taken  away  and  buried  somewhere  else,  but 
taken  away  with  some  sort  of  ceremony 
and  respect  for  the  dead,  which  sentiments 
everybody  ought  to  hold.  That  is  the 
point  which  woke  up  the  British  public. 
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because  the  chivalry  of  our  country  does 
not  like  to  think  that  the  remains  of  a  man 
whohad  foughtagainstus  havebeen  treated 
with  some  sort  of  spite.    Then  there  is 
another  point,  and  it  is  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  disentombment  was  carried 
on.   I  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  that  there  was  no  silence  or 
secrecy  about  it,  but  that  it  was  done  pub- 
licly by  the  men  under  Lord  Kitchetier's 
command.    As  far  as  the  act  of  disen- 
tombment is  concerned,  I  am  certain  that 
every  military  and  naval  man  deplores 
the  way  in  which  it  was  done,  for  it  was 
not  done  according  to  our  own  traditions 
of  English  chivalry.    Now  as  to  the  point 
whether  it  was  necessary.  Remember, 
Lord  Kitchener,  as  I  understand  it,  gave 
the  order  for  the  disentombment  of  the 
Mahdi,  and  I  hold  most  strongly  that 
Lord  Kitchener  was  absolutely  right  in 
giving  that  order,  and  I  will  endeavour 
to  show  the  Committee  why,  if  hon. 
Members  will  be  good  enough  to  listen 
to    me.    Lord    Kitchener    gave  the 
order    for    the    disentombment,  but 
he  did  not  see  it  carried  out,  and  I  say 
that  they  did  not  carry  it  out  on  the  lines 
which  the  British  people  desire  that  it 
should  be  carried  out.    Lord  Kitchener, 
however,  takes  the  full  responsibility,  and 
by  so  doing  he  adopts  the  old  chivalrous 
method  of  our  military  people — he  takes 
the  full  responsibility  of  all  that  happened, 
although  he  had  absolutely  no  connection 
with  the  way  in  which  it  was  carried  out. 
I  believe  that  Lord  Kitchener  just  as 
much  regrets  the  way  in  which  his  orders 
were  carried  out  as  everybody  else  does 
who  has  studied  the  question.    Now,  as 
to  the  point  of  necessity.    The  disen- 
tombment   of    the    Mahdi's  remains 
was  necessary  simply  to  secure  that 
there  should  bo  no  revival  of  that  re- 
ligious fanaticism    which  undoubtedly 
would  have  occurred  if  the  Government 
had   allowed   the   Mahdi's   remains  to 
remain  where  they  were.    In  the  East, 
when  once  the  Mahometan  people  make 
a  holy  place,  or  make  a  saint  of  one  of 
their  leaders,  his  tomb  becomes  a  place  to 
which  they  go  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
fanaticism  in  the  times  that  may  follow, 
and  everybody  knows  that  that  is  the 
case.    Now  I  wish  to  take,  most  respect- 
fully, issue  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Montrose  upon  this 
point.    I  say  this  with  great  respect  and 
with  great  earnestness  that,  so  far  as  I 
can  judge  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
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man's  writings  and  by  his  teachings,  he 
is  no  judge  of  religious  fanaticism  what- 
ever.  I  say  this  with  respect  because,  as 
I  understand  what  he  has  written,  he  does 
not  regard  religious  fanaticism  as  any- 
thing that  can  ever  l>e  powerful,  becauso 
he  says  himself  that  ho  does  not  under- 
stand the  question  at  all.    That  being  so 
I  cannot  accept  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  a  guide  as  to  what  should  l>e  done  to 
check  this   religious   fanaticism.  With 
regard  to  the  reason  why  Lord  Kitchener 
disentombed  the  Mahdi,  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  has  already  pointed  out  that 
half  his  army  were  old  Mahdists,  and  that 
was  a  very  important  point.  Remember 
that  these  men  and  the  Mahometan  officers 
serving  under  Lord  Kitchener  were  tho 
men  who  went  to  Lord  Kitchener  and 
proved  to  his  satisfaction  that  unless  this 
false  religion  and  this  false  prophet  were 
proved  to  be  false  these  risings  would 
continue,  and  they  told  him  that  the  only 
way  he  could  prove  it  was  by  disentomb- 
ing the   Mahdi.    They  pointed  out  to 
Lord  Kitchener  that  they  would  have  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  the  future  in  govern- 
ing the  Soudan   if  this  were  not  done, 
because    fanaticism    must    bo  revived. 
Then  as  to  the  tribes.    Lord  Kitchener 
has  not  had  very  easy  work— and  he 
is  not  going  to  have  very  easy  work — 
in  governing  all  these  tribes.    Most  of 
these  tribes  I  knew  myself  in  the  Soudan, 
and  they  have  all  been  nearly  decimated 
under  the  banner  of  Mahdism.    You  may 
say  that  the  Mahdi  did  not  do  it,  but  the 
Khalifa  decimated  them  in  the  name  of 
the  teachings  of  the  Mahdi,  and  all  these 
tribes  would  naturally  wish  that  it  should 
he  proved  that  the  Mahdi  himself  was  a 
false  prophet,  and  that  could  only  be  done 
by  disentombing  him.    On  the  one  side 
I  entirely  sympathise  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's   views   in   respect   to  the 
treatment  of  the  dead ;  but,  after  all,  it  is 
only  a  theory    and   a  sentiment.  On 
the  other    side,    however,    you  have 
the    hard     practical    fact     that  this 
fanaticism    would     rise   again    if  this 
was  not  done,  because  the  people  told 
Lord  Kitchener  so,  and  they  would  not 
have  told  him  so  had  they  any  doubt  in 
their  own  minds  as  to  whether  in  the 
future  this  man  might  not  be  regarded  as 
a  saint  in  this  holy  place.  There  is  nothing 
in  history  that  I  have  ever  read  that 
can  exceed  the  horrors  and  the  terrors 
that  went  on  in  the  Soudan  before  the 
brilliant  victory  at  Omdurman.  There 


was  only  one  man  in  history  who  even 
approached  the  atrocity,  the  bloodshed, 
and  the  murders  that  went  on  in  the 
Soudan  under  the  direction  of  tho  Mahdi 
and  the  Khalifa,  and  under  the  guise  and 
religion  of  the  Mahdi,  and  that  man  was 
Ibrahim  Pasha.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Montrose  does  not 
belicvo  in  tho  power  of  religious  fana- 
ticism  

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  The  noble  Lord 
cannot  have  read  my  writings,  or  else  ho 
would  have  seen  that  fanaticism  was  one 
of  the  things  I  have  written  most  about. 

♦Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  I  un- 
derstood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  argue 
that  religious  fanaticism  was  so  absurd 
that  he  could  not  admit  its  power,  but  I 
am  not  a  literary  man.  Let  me  give  an 
instance  of  religious  fanaticism  which 
occurred  when  I  was  in  the  Soudan. 
There  was  a  great  sheikh  captured,  and 
he  was  brought  into  the  presence  of  a  dis- 
tinguished general  who  questioned  him 
about  the  Mahdi.  The  general  said  to 
him,  "Is  this  man  a  man  of  God?" 
"Certainly,"  replied  the  sheikh.  "And 
how  do  you  know  ? "  asked  the  general, 
and  the  sheikh  answered,  "  Because  he 
performed  miracles."  "  Does  he  1 "  asked 
the  general.  "  What  miracles  has  he  per- 
formed lately  ?  "  "  Well,  he  came  down 
to  Khartoum  and  he  wanted  to  go  to 
Omdurman  and  he  had  no  boat.  He 
prayed,  and  an  alligator  came  up  out  of 
the  Nile  and  carried  him  to  Omdurman." 
"And  did  you  see  it?"  asked  the 
general.  "  Oh,  no,"  replied  the  sheikh  ; 
"  but  all  the  people  told  me,  and  they  saw 
it."  That  man  actually  believed  this 
story.  But  there  is  a  comic  side  to  this 
question,  for  the  general  happened  to  have 
a  glass  eye,  and  he  said  to  the  sheikh,  "  If 
I  take  out  one  of  my  eyes,  throw  it  up  in 
the  air,  catch  it,  and  put  it  back  again, 
don't  you  think  I  ought  to  be  a  Mahdi  1" 
"  Yes,"  said  the  sheikh.  The  general  took 
out  his  glass  eye,  threw  it  up,  caught  it  as 
it  was  falling,  and  put  it  back  again,  and 
the  shiekh  fell  on  his  knees  before  him 
and  said,  "  God  is  great ;  you  must  be  the 
Mahdi."  I  quote  this  as  an  illustration 
of  what  I  mean  by  religious  fanaticism. 
Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
is  in  a  very  peculiar  position  in  regard 
to  this  question,  and  he  ought  to  bo 
consistent.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   is   a    trustee    of    the  Brit" 
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Museum,   and  there  can  be  no  such 
object  lesson  with  regard  to  the  desecra- 
tion of  tombs  than  there  is  in  the  British 
Museum,  for  there  are  mummies  not  only 
of  distinguished  kings,  but  of  people  who 
were  worshipped  and  prayed  to  as  gods 
in  the  old  days,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman as  a  trustee  of  the  museum,  is 
more  or  less  responsible  for  that  state  of 
things.     I    wish    to   carry   out  this 
matter  to  its  logical  conclusion.  Suppose, 
a  thousand  years  hence,  another  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  the  same  views  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  may  be  in  the 
same  position;  he  would  think  nothing 
of  having  dug  up  the  Mahdi,  and  bringing 
home  to  the    British    Museum  those 
remains  for  everybody  to  look  at.    I  do 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to 
be  consistent  about  this  question.    If  you 
dig  up  a  man  who  may  have  been  buried 
some  two  or  three  thousand  years  ago, 
you  may  preserve  his  skull  as  a  relic  of 
the  past ;  but  if  you  dig  up  the  remains  of 
the  Mahdi,  you  are  doing  a  thing  that  is 
atrocious.    With  regard  to  what  Lord 
Kitchener  did,  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that 
he  did  the  right  thing.    He  was  noble 
and  big  about  it ;  it  was  not  done  in  the 
way  that  he  wished  it  to  be  done ;  but  he 
gave  the  order  and  he  took  upon  himself 
the  whole  and  absolute  responsibility 
for  everything    that    was  done.  My 
right  hon.   friend  the  Leader  of  the 
House  also  mentioned  the  question  of 
revenge.    How  could  there  be  any  ques- 
tion of  revenge  1     It  was  a  question  of 
sheer  political  necessity  for  the  future 
administration  of  the  Soudan.     If  we 
wanted  to  be  revengeful,  why  did  we  not 
imprison  the  Mahdi's  two  sons  1  We 
took  them  prisoners,  but  Lord  Kitchener 
gave  them  land  and  liberty  because  he 
wished  to  show  that  he  did '  not  desire  to 
exhibit   vengeance  but   sympathy  for 
them,  and  thus  show  respect  for  the  man 
who  had  ruled  the  country  for  so  many 
years.    In  some  respects  I  am  sorry  that 
this  question  has  been  brought  forward 
in  the  way  it  has,  although  I  believe  that 
the  more  it  is  discussed  the  better  will 
people  see  that  nothing  has  been  done 
which  is  discreditable  to  the  great  General 
we  had  out  there.    By  his  conduct  of  the 
operations  in  the  Soudan  Lord  Kitchener 
has  not  only  commanded  the  admiration 
of  all  of  us,  but  he  has  also  commanded 
the  respect  of  every  single  nation  in 
Europe,  for  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a 
brilliant    administrator    and    a  most 
Lord  Charles  Beresford. 


uncommonly  good  financier.  For  these 
reasons  I  am  sorry  that  there  should  have 
been  one  word  brought  forward  with 
regard  to  his  qualifications  for  the  grace- 
ful act  that  this  House  is  asked  to  make 
towards  him.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am 
very  glad  indeed  that  the  subject  has 
been  brought  forward,  and  although  I 
differ  from  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  as  to  the 
advisability  of  fully  and  thoroughly 
delating  this  question,  I  believe  that  the 
more  it  is  debated  the  more  credit  and 
the  more  respect  will  Imj  given  to  the 
great  General  who  upheld  our  honour  in 
the  Soudan. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  appear  to 
imagine  that  the  opposition  on  this  side 
of  the  House  to  the  Vote  is  due  solely  to 
certain  acts  that  were  done  by  Lord 
Kitchener.  I  am  free  to  confess  that  if 
the  wounded  at  Omdurman  had  been 
well  treated,  and  if  we  had  never  heard 
one  word  about  the  Mahdi's  tomb  and 
the  Madhi's  body,  I  would  have  voted 
against  this  grant.  It  seems  to  be  thought 
that  up  to  the  present  time,  when  a  grant 
has  been  proposed  for  some  successful 
General,  it  nas  always  been  accepted  with 
acclamation  by  the  House.  That  is  a 
mistake.  In  the  case  of  the  grants  to 
Sir  Beauchamp  Seymour,  afterwards  Lord 
Alcester,  and  to  Lord  Wolseley,  I  chal- 
lenged a  Division  upon  them,  and  had  a 
small  measure  of  support  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  Will  any  hon.  Gentleman 
tell  me  why,  in  the  name  of  goodness, 
when  a  public  servant  belonging  to  the 
Army  or  Navy  fulfils  his  duty  efficiently,  a 
Vote  of  public  money  is  granted  to  him  t 
Why  is  a  grant  never  offered  to  men  in 
the  Civil  Service  ?  Can  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  tell  me  of  one  single  case  in 
which  any  great  statesman  or  prominent 
civil  servant  has  been  granted,  during  this 
century,  a  Vote  of  money  for  exceptional 
services  ?  And  yet  there  have  been 
statesmen  who  have  done  acts  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country  compared  to  which 
the  deeds  of  naval  and  military  men  were 
small.  Take  Egypt,  for  instance,  where 
Lord  Cromer  has  distinguished  himself 
for  as  many  years  as  Lord  Kitchener, 
and  has  done  quite  as  great  service 
to  the  country;  and  yet  no  one 
has  suggested  that  Lord  Cromer 
should  be  given  a  grant  of  £30,000. 
(Cries  of  "  Divide.")    Unless  the  closure 
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is  put  on,  we  mean  to  carry  on  this  dis- 
cussion for  some  time,  and  hon.  Members 
opposite  may  safely  go  away  to  dinner, 
and  put  themselves  out  of  their  misery. 
I  can  perfectly  understand  that  in  such  a 
case  as  the  battle  of  Waterloo  or  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  on  which  the  fate  of 
the  entire  nation  might  depend,  you 
might  vote  the  victorious  general  or 
admiral  a  sum  of  money  ;  but  that  is  one 
of  the  exceptions  that  prove  the  rule.  I 
have  no  feeling  against  Lord  Kitchener, 
but  I  contend  that  no  such  element 
entered  into  the  Soudan  campaign.  Be- 
sides, there  was  not  that  equality  between 
the  combatants  which  is  necessary  to 
make  a  great,  important,  and  serious  vic- 
tory. The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
has  praised  Lord  Kitchener,  and  I  am 
quite  willing  to  agree  to  everything  he 
said  in  regard  to  Lord  Kitchener's  mili- 
tary capacity.  But  I  ask,  does  the  First 
Lord  suppose  that  we  are  so  poor  in 
generals,  that  if  the  task  had  been  given 
to  one  of  many  other  generals  he  could 
not  have  done  it  equally  well  and  effec- 
tually as  Lord  Kitchener  1  I  want  to 
point  out  that  it  was  not  by  the  efforts  or 
by  the  genius  of  Lord  Kitchener  that  this 
victory  was  effected,  but  because  he  had 
the  men  and  the  means  at  his  disposal. 
The  task  was  not  exceedingly  difficult 
from  a  military  point  of  view.  His 
objective  was  Omdurman ;  he  had  time 
and  means  at  his  disposal ;  he  went  for- 
ward with  his  army ;  he  encountered 
no  serious  military  resistance  all  the 
time ;  and  naturally  he  arrived  at  his 
objective  point.  I  have  always  observed 
that  when  some  deed  of  arms  has  been 
done  the  Government  which  is  in  power 
at  the  time  invariably  takes  an  exaggerated 
view  of  it,  because  they  consider  that  if 
the  deed  of  arms  is  creditable  it  reflects 
some  special  honour  on  themselves.  Lord 
Kitchener  has  already  been  largely  bene- 
fited by  what  has  occurred.  He  has 
been  made  a  peer,  which  is  a  distinction 
I  do  not  myself  appreciate,  although  he 
may ;  he  has  had  promotion,  and  he  will, 
whatever  occurs,  with  the  credit  due  to 
him,  have  a  good  billet.  We  were  told 
that  the  whole  Army  will  rejoice  at 
Lord  Kitchener  getting  this  money ;  but 
it  does  seem  to  me  that,  if  you  have  an 
army  that  suffered  largely  from  the 
climate  and  disease,  you  would  do  far 
better  to  give  something  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  soldiers  who  died,  or 
to  those  who  survive  but  whose  con- 


stitution has  been  wrecked.  This  habit 
of  giving  grants  of  money  to  successful 
generals  is  exceptional  to  this  country. 
In  no  other  country  would  it  be  done. 
Take  America,  for  instance.  Admiral 
Dewey  has  covered  himself  with  honour, 
and  I  saw  recently  in  an  American  news- 
paper that  a  subscription  had  been  organ- 
ised for  him  ;  but  there  has  been  no  idea 
or  thought  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment proposing  a  vote  of  money  for  him. 
Take,  again,  Major  Marchand;  the 
French  Government  do  not  intend  to 
reward  Major  Marchand  by  a  money 
grant.  But  by  marching  without  an 
army  through  a  country  peopled  by 
vast  numbers  of  savage  tnbes  he 
performed  a  more  distinguished  feat 
than  Lord  Kitchener  did  marching  with 
his  army  to  Omdurman.  ["  Oh  !  Oh  ! "] 
The  result  may  not  have  been  greater, 
but  he  did  more.  It  seems  to  me  he  is  a 
very  brave  man.  If  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site cannot  hear  the  name  of  Major 
Marchand  without  murmuring,  I  will  take 
the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth. 
I  hold  that  that  hon.  Gentleman  did  a 
greaterdeed  by  advancingthroughall  those 
forests,  with  a  few  men  under  him,  to  the  re- 
lief of  Emm  Pasha,  than  Lord  Kitchenerdid 
in  advancing  on  Omdurman.  ["  Oh  !  Oh  "1 
Well,  that  is  my  opinion.  On  general 
grounds  I  should  oppose  this  grant,  and  I 
am  perfectly  consistent  in  doing  so, 
beeause  I  have  opposed  grants  before 
now  to  men  equally  distinguished. 
But  undoubtedly  there  arc  special  reasons 
why  Lord  Kitchener's  grant  should  be 
opposed.  There  is  the  case  of  the 
wounded.  My  hon.  friend  behind  me 
read  extracts  from  the  newspapers  in 
regard  to  the  killing  of  the  wounded 
Dervishes.  It  was  stated  that  if  they 
had  not  been  killed  they  would  them- 
selves have  killed  those  who  came  to  help 
them.  The  number  of  those  who  were 
killed  is  exceedingly  remarkable.  If  we 
acquit  the  English  soldiers  of  killing  the 
wounded,  yet  there  were  a  large  number 
of  savages  in  the  army  who  killed  the 
wounded  whenever  they  got  the  chance. 
Major  Stuart- Wortley,  a  distinguished 
officer,  wrote  an  article  in  Scribner's 
Magazine  in  regard  to  the  operations  of 
the  Arab  Irregulars  which  he  commanded. 
These  Arabs  were  ordered  by  the  Sirdar 
to  clear  the  west  bank  of  the  Nile  in  order 
to  enable  a  battery  of  howitzers  to  shell 
the  Mahdi's  tomb,  and  to  clear  the  way 
for  the  entry  into  Omdurman.    How  did 
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these  Arab  Irregulars  conduct  themselves  ? 
When  alxjut  500  yards  from  the  mud 
houses  they  halted,  and  after  a  few 
minutes  resumed  the  advance,  firing  all 
the  while.    Then  they  rushed  into  the 
houses  and  slaughtered  every   soul  in 
them.      That  was   not  an  account  by 
newspaper  correspondents,   but  by  the 
commander  himself.    The   fact   is  that 
this  is  a  constant  practice  in  African  wars  ; 
and  it  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  so  many 
of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  specially 
object  to  those  African  wars.    My  right 
hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
said  ho  hoped  that  what  occurred  at 
Omdurman  would  be  a  lesson  to  our 
officers,  and  that  in  future  there  would 
not  bo  the  same  destruction  of  wounded 
men.    I  expressed  that  hope  in  regard  to 
the  Matabele  campaign  ;  but  in  vain.  I 
asked  "  Where  are  the  wounded  % "  and 
could  get  no  reply.  The  real  reason  was  that 
all  the  wounded  had  been  killed.  Until 
this  House  takes  very  serious  notice  of 
what  goes  on  in  theso  wars,  our  officers 
will  find  it  difficult  to  restrain  savages. 
WThile  you  employ  savages  abominable 
atrocities  will  take  place.    I  think  it 
would  have  been  much  better  if  the 
Mahdi's  tomb  had  not  been  destroyed. 
It  is  not  the  habit  of  modern  nations  to 
destroy  any  monument  of  the  enemy. 
When  Blucher,  on  the  occupation  of  Paris 
by  the  Allies,  after  Waterloo,  wrote 
orders  to  blow  up  the  Bridge  of  Auster- 
litz,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  interfered  to 
prevent  it.    Then,  about  the  body  of  the 
Mahdi.    The  First  Lord  said  that  the 
head  was  not  decapitated.    Very  likely 
the  head  was  not  cut  off:  I  understand  it 
was  simply  taken  from  a  quantity  of 
bones,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  bones  were 
thrown  into  the  Nile.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  was  done  decorously. 
But  I  cannot  understand  how  you  can 
take  up  a  lot  of  bones  decorously,  and 
throw  them  into  the  river.    My  right 
hon.  friend  quoted  the  case  of  Cromwell, 
and  the  Irish  Members  on  that  occasion 
said  that  the  English  Government  were 
quite  right.    The  only  case  I  remember 
which  is  exactly  on  all  fours  with  that  of 
the  Mahdi  is  that  of  Thomas  a  Becket. 
At  that  time  there  was  a  change  of  re- 
ligion, and  there  had  been  large  pilgrim- 
ages to  certain  shrines.    What  did  that 
unmitigated  ruffian  Henry  VIII.  dot-- 
["Order,  order"]--!  confess  that  I  did 
not  think  anybody  would  complain  if  I 
called    Henry    VIII.     an  unmitigated 
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ruffian.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  do  not 
like  us  going  on  with  this  debate ;  but  the 
longer  we  go  on  the  better  it  will  he, 
because  we  will  bring  home  to  the 
country  what  actually  did  take  place. 
Well,  Henry  VIII.  ordered  the  tomb  of 
Thomas  a  Becket  to  be  desecrated,  and 
his  remains  thrown  to  the  winds.  Every 
historian — even  Mr.  Froude,  who  had  a 
passion  for  Henry  VIII. — disapproved  of 
that  action.  Since  those  other  ruffians, 
the  cavaliers  of  Charles  II.,  rifled  Crom- 
well's tomb  there  has  been  no  case  of  politi- . 
cal  desecration  in  this  country.  If  hon. 
Gentlemen  refer  to  The  Times  of  this 
morning  they  will  see  letters  protesting 
against  and  denouncing  the  desecration 
which  has  taken  place  in  a  certain  parish  in 
Southwark,  because  certain  corpses  have 
been  taken  up  to  be  buried  elsewhere. 
That  shows  how  strong  is  the  opinion  in 
this  country  in  regard  to  these  matters. 
I  say  again  it  was  a  most  unsoldierly  act 
on  the  part  of  Lord  Kitchener  to  dese- 
crate the  tomb  of  the  Mahdi,  and  to 
destroy  his  remains.  ["  Oh  !  oh  ! "] 
Whether  necessary  or  unnecessary,  it  was 
an  unsoldierly  act.  I  knew  when  I  said 
that  it  was  an  unsoldierly  act  a  good  many 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  say  "  Oh  !  oh  ! " 
I  laid  the  trap  for  them.  But  I  suppose 
they  would  accept  General  Wolseley  as  a 
proper  specimen  of  a  soldier,  and  Sir 
Henry  Brackenbury.  In  1873-74  General 
(then  Sir  Garnet)  Wolseley  advanced  to 
take  Coomassie.  His  military  secretary, 
Sir  H.  Brackenbury,  published  an  official 
narrative  of  what  took  place.  When  the 
army  reached  Coomassie  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  it  was  desirable  to 
blow  up  and  to  destroy  the  monuments  of 
the  old  kings  of  Coomassie ;  and  Sir 
Henry  goes  on  to  say  that  "  the  rifling  of 
the  tombs  of  the  dead,  even  though  these 
dead  were  the  savage  ancestors  of  a 
barbarous  king,  is  an  act  that  does  not 
appeal  to  the  instinct  of  a  true  soldier." 
That  is  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who,  I 
think,  has  as  good  an  idea  as  to  what  a 
good  soldier  is  as  any  gentleman 
on  that  side  of  the  House.  There 
is  nothing  new  in  this.  It  has  been 
the  opinion  of  civilisation  for  years 
and  years.  Charles  V.  was  a  soldier,  and 
what  did  he  say  when  it  was  proposed  to 
destroy  the  bodies  of  the  Reformers  1  He 
said  :  "I  do  not  fight  with  the  dead  ;  I 
fight  with  the  living,"  and  he  would  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  such  a  thing. 
What  are  the  pleas  that  are  put  forward 

Dig  ;.zc:d  by  VjO 


369  Supply — Grant  to 

for  this  destruction  of  the  Mahdi's  remains  1 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  told  us 
that  Lord  Kitchener  held  that  there 
would  be  pilgrimages  to  the\  tomb,  and 
that  the  cult  of  the  Mahdi  woulu  continue 
unless  these  remains  were  scattered  to  the 
winds.  I  should  imagine  myself  that  this 
action  with  regard  to  the  remains  would 
strengthen  "  public  opinion  "  against  us. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  also  said 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  because 
we  were  leaving  white  soldiers  there,  and 
that  it  was  to  protect  their  lives  that  we 
put  an  end  to  the  Mahdi's  remains.  Now, 
does  anyone  suppose  that,  if  the  people  of 
the  Soudan  were  not  frightened  by  the 
execution  we  did  on  them,  they  would  be 
prevented  from  breaking  out  into 
rebellion  simply  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  remains  of  the  Mahdi  had  been 
thrown  away  and  his  tomb  rifled  1  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York  said 
that  Lord  Kitchener  had  nobly  and 
honestly  taken  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility for  that  which  he  was  not  in 
reality  responsible  for. 

•Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD : 
What  I  said  was  that  Lord  Kitchener  had 
taken  the  responsibility  of  giving  the 
order,  although  he  was  not  responsible 
for  the  way  in  which  it  was  carried  out. 
The  way  in  which  it  was  carried  out  must 
have  been  as  repugnant  to  his  feelings  as 
to  those  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  The  noble  Lord 
comes  here  and  tells  us  that  Lord 
Kitchener  privately  told  him  

*Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  I 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  Lord 
Kitchener  has  never  told  me  anything 
at  all.  I  said  so  distinctly.  I  did  not 
bow  he  was  in  England. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  I  thought  the 
noble  Lord  said  so.  But  the  noble  Lord 
has  used  as  an  argument  that,  although 
L>rd  Kitchener  officially  says  he  was 
responsible  for  the  way  the  orders  were 
carried  out,  he  was  not  in  reality 
responsible.  He  must  have  heard  that 
from  someone.  Lord  Kitchener  has 
taken  the  full  responsibility  in  respect 
to  all  that  was  done,  and  he  rightly  did 
so,  for  as  General  he  was  responsible  for 
all  that  occurred.  In  any  case  we  must 
remember  that  the  Mahdi  was  not  a 
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common  man.  Ho  was  a  great  ruler, 
imagining  himself  to  be  a  prophet.  He 
was  the  Sovereign  of  that  country  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years.  He  had 
driven  out  the  Egyptians  from  the 
country,  and  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  those  men  who,  Mr.  Gladstone  said, 
were  "brave  men,  rightly  struggling  to 
be  free."  As  to  his  pretensions  to  be  a 
prophet,  I  do  not  much  believe  in 
prophets  myself,  but  he  must  have 
been  regarded  by  his  people  as  a 
national  hero,  and  although  his  govern- 
ment was  bad  he  was  a  patriot, 
and  not  only  his  immediate  adherents 
but  the  country  must  have  been 
indignant  at  the  way  his  remains  were 
treated.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  York  said  that  the  Mahdi  was  a 
scoundrel  and  a  barbarian  ;  but  he  should 
remember  that  this  scoundrel  and 
barbarian  had  built  up  a  great  city  in  his 
reign  in  which  there  were  10,000  people, 
not  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
Soudan,  pursuing  their  avocations  without 
let  or  nindrance.  The  desecration  of 
the  tomb  of  the  Mahdi  is  an  individual 
act  for  which  Lord  Kitchener  is  re- 
sponsible, and  if  we  vote  this  sum  of 
money  to  him  we  shall  make  the  country 
responsible  for  it.  That  is  why  I  object 
to  the  Vote.  I  object  to  it  on  general 
grounds,  and  as  an  outrage  on  every 
sanction  of  modern  civilisation.  I  have 
no  doubt  some  Liberals  will  leave  the 
House  without  voting,  and  that  some  will 
vote  with  the  Government ;  but  I  do 
hope  that  there  will  be  found  a  sufficient 
number  of  Liberals  who  will  vote  against 
the  grant  in  order  that  it  may  be  shown 
that  the  Liberals  as  a  party  are  against  it. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  answered 
several  questions  put  to  him  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Montrose, 
but  he  did  not  answer  the  questions, 
When  was  it  that  the  skull  of  the  Mahdi 
was  handed  over,  whether  it  was  earned 
off  as  a  trophy,  and,  if  so,  where  to,  when 
was  it  buried  at  Wady  Haifa,  and  was  that 
in  consequence  of  the  disgust  and  indigna- 
tion excited  in  England  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  answer  these  questions. 
Wady  Haifa  is  1,400  miles  from  Omdur- 
man,  and  we  ask  that  the  matter  should 
be  investigated  and  some  explanation 
given  as  to  how  the  skull  appeared  at  a 
place  1,400  miles  from  where  it  was  taken. 
Was  it  given  to  Lord  Kitchener,  was  it  in 
his  possession  for  some  time,  or  was  it 
given  to  somebody  elseD|i|2( 
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Mr.  A.  STANLEY  (Lancashire,  Orms- 
kirk) :  My  only  excuse  for  rising  at  this 
time  of  the  evening,  when  the  most  im- 
portant business  of  the  day  is  coming  on, 
is  that  I  think  I  am  the  only  Member  of 
this  House  who  has  had  the  rather  ques- 
tionable pleasure  of  being  at  Omdurman, 
and  of  having  inspected  the  Mahdi's 
tomb  with  the  Sirdar  himself,  although 
the  Mahdi  from  no  fault  of  his  own  is  no 
longer  there.  Moreover,  I  should  have 
felt  ashamed  of  myself  had  I  sat  here  and 
listened  silently  to  accusations  being  made 
against  gallant  British  and  Egyptian 
officers,  amongst  whom  I  have  lived  for 
four  or  five  years,  and  many  of  whom 
I  am  proud  to  regard  as  my  friends. 
I  was  afraid  when  I  came  to  the  House 
that  I  might  have  been  betrayed  into 
offending  against  proper  rules  by  the  accu- 
sations brought.  I  am  glad  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  no  need  for  that, 
because  the  accusations,  so  far  as  I  have 
heard  them,  remarkably  resemble  non- 
sense. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  first 
protested  talked  about  what  cannibals 
might  have  done  under  certain  conditions, 
and  what  Belgian  officers  might  have  done. 
He  also  quoted  the  opinion  of  Slatin 
Pasha  as  having  more  weight  than  the 
opinions  of  Lord  Cromer  and  Lord 
Kitchener  combined.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  inveighed  against  the 
Sirdar  for  following  the  advice  of  his 
Mahometan  officers  in  the  disposal  of 
the  Mahdi's  body ;  but  surely  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  forgotten  that  for 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  his  life  Slatin 
Pasha  was  a  Mahometan  himself. 
Now,  Sir,  the  arguments  about  the 
wounded,  and  about  the  bones  of  the 
Mahdi,  have  been  repeated  ad  nauseam, 
and  I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything  more 
about  them.  The  question  I  desire  to 
put  to  the  Committee  is,  Did  the  Sirdar 
as  a  general  do  what  he  was  asked  to  do  1 
The  task  set  before  him  was  to  retrieve 
the  Soudan  from  the  most  shameful 
tyranny  which  has  ever  existed.  He  had 
to  do  that  with  the  least  possible  loss  of 
life  and  treasure  to  his  own  side. 
Did  the  Sirdar  do  that,  or  did 
he  not  ?  I  say  unhesitatingly  that 
he  did,  and  that  by  his  decisive 
action  at  a  most  critical  point  in  the 
world's  history  he  did  more  to  maintain 
the  peace  of  the  world  than  a  dozen 
Peace  Conferences.  He  showed  that  in 
the  cause  of  justice  England's  right  hand 
had  not  lost  its  strength  nor  her  brain 


its  cunning.  I  do  not  think  it  is  going 
too  far  to  say  that  by  the  success  of  the 
British  and  Egyptian  Army  on  that 
occasion  he  showed  that  England  was 
prepared  for  all  emergencies,  and  that 
if  she  wanted  peace,  as  she  now  desires, 
she  was  strong  enough  to  enforce  it.  Sir, 
I  have  said  that  at  this  period  of  the 
evening  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee very  long ;  my  only  claim  to  speak 
is  that  I  speak  in  the  name  of  many  of 
those  who  take  a  most  lively  interest  in 
this  debate,  but  are  not  here  to  speak  for 
themselves.  I  may  speak,  I  think,  in 
the  name  of  the  small  band  of  English 
soldiers  and  civilians  who,  in  thirteen  short 
years,  have  raised  Egypt  from  the  gutter 
and  put  it  on  an  equality  with  the  most 
prosperous  nations  of  the  world.  It  is  in 
their  name,  Sir,  that  I  ask  the  Committee  to 
listen  to  me  when  I  beseech  them  to  unite 
as  one  man  to  inscribe  upon  the  glorious 
roll  of  English  heroes  a  name  which  will, 
I  am  sure,  gather  glory  in  years  to  come 
and  be  no  less  respected  than  those  which, 
precede  it  on  the  roll.  I  ask,  Sir,  that 
there  may  be  no  division,  but  that  we 
may  elect  as  one  man  to  inscribe  on 
England's  roll  of  glory  the  name  of 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum. 

Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.) :  Sir,  I  should  not  like  to  give  a 
silent  vote  on  this  question.  I  quite 
recognise,  and  fully  appreciate,  many  of 
the  excuses  which  may  be  justly  urged 
for  some  of  the  things  which  in  calm 
moments  we  deplore  the  necessity  of 
doing,  but  which  are  the  necessary  acces- 
sories of  war.  But,  passing  over  those 
acts  of  inhumanity  which  are  essential  to 
all  warfare,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  am 
unable  to  follow  my  political  chief  in  the 
vote  which  I  shall  give  this  evening.  Sir, 
I  have  listened,  and  anxiously  listened,  to 
the  speeches  which  have  been  made  this 
evening,  to  see  if  I  could  find  some  way 
of  recording  my  vote,  however  humble,  in 
recognition  of  the  undoubtedly  gallant 
services  of  a  distinguished  public  servant. 
But,  although  the  apologists  have  been 
many,  and  although  the  apologies  have 
been  diverse  and  manifold,  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  any  sufficient  vindication 
for  the  action  which  is  abhorrent  to  the 
conscience  of  civilised  mankind,  the  dese- 
cration of  the  tomb  of  the  Mahdi.  It  was 
urged  by  the  not  undistinguished  son  of 
a  very  distinguished  man,  who,  if  he  had 
been  in  this  House  now,  would  have  been 
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the  first,  I  feel  convinced,  from  my  obser- 
vation of  his  character,  to  have  repudiated 
and  stigmatised  in  just  language  this 
action  on  the  part  of  the  chief  of  the 
J^yptian  Army — it  was  urged  by  Mr. 
\\  inston  Churchill,  in  a  speech  which  he 
made  in  the  Midlands  the  other  day,  that 
Lord  Kitchener  was  not  responsible  himself 
for  this  barbarity,  but  by  an  act  of 
chivalry  took  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility in  order  to  stand  by  his  comrades. 
Now,  I  havo  known,  in  the  history  of 
military  achievements,  cases  in  which  a 
general  officer  has  thought  it  right  to 
shield  the  error  or  mistake  of  a  subordinate ; 
but  I  have  never  yet  read  of  a  general 
officer  who  took  upon  himself,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  profession  to  which  he 
belonged,  to  be  an  apologist  for  an  actual 
wrong.  If  Lord  Kitchener  had  repudiated 
the  act,  what  would  have  been  the  result  1 
It  would  have  been  the  act  of  an  indi- 
vidual Englishman.  Lord  Kitchener's 
vindication  of  that  act,  his  acceptance  of 
the  responsibility  of  it,  transforms  the 
act  of  an  individual  Englishman  into  a 
deliberate  act  of  the  English  nation, 
unless  the  English  nation,  by  its  Parlia- 
mentary representatives,  seizes  this  oppor- 
tunity to  repudiate  the  act.  But  why  is 
it  that  these  officers,  when  Lord  Kitchener 
is  responsible  for  the  mode  of  operation  of 
removing  the  Mahdi's  remains,  have  not 
thought  fit  to  step  forward  and  vindicate 
the  character  of  their  chief  by  saying  that 
the  chief  gave  the  order  to  remove  the 
body,  but  did  not  give  the  order  for  the 
desecration  to  be  carried  out  in  the  way 
in  which  it  was  t  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
that  that  contention,  supported  by  the 
high  authority  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
spoke  from  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
can  be  accepted.  The  second  line 
of  defence  which  has  been  adopted 
is,  that  there  were  reasons  of  public 
policy  why  this  course  should  be 
adopted.  I  believe  that  there  has  been  no 
crime  committed  by  a  foreign  Power  which 
has  not  been  justified  by  contemporaries 
on  the  plea  of  public  necessity ;  but  for 
my  part,  I  can  only  say  that — whatever 
may  be  the  judgment  in  the  heat  of  the 
moment  and  in  the  enthusiasm,  perhaps, 
of  the  adventure  with  which  that  par- 
ticular deed  is  associated — cold,  calm 
criticism  will  refuse  to  see  those  grounds 
of  public  policy  which  should  be  ade- 
quate for  such  an  act.  What  is  the 
ground  of  public  policy  upon  which  this 
act  was  committed  1   It  is  said  that  you 


prevent  a  recrudescence  of  Mahdism  by 
holding  up  to  the  fanatical  followers  of 
the  Mahdi  the  illusion  of  the  idol  which 
they  have  hitherto  worshipped.  Sir,  to 
my  mind  there  may  be  another  motive. 
There  may  be  a  motive  which  is  stronger 
even  than  religious  fanaticism,  and  that  is, 
vengeance  for  the  outrage  which  has  been 
inflicted  upon  their  chosen  leader  and 
religious  chief.  Is  that  a  justification  1 
Are  we  not  strong  enough ;  are  we  not 
sufficiently  great  and  powerful  as  a  nation, 
having  put  down  our  foot,  to  withstand  a 
fanatical  force  ?  Is  it  not  an  indication 
of  weakness  to  the  fanatical  followers  of 
the  Mahdi  that  we  have  to  destroy  two  or 
three  of  their  religious  chiefs  in  order  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  having  to  cross 
swords  with  them  a  second  time  1  Now, 
Sir,  although  public  policy  may  be  success- 
fully urged— I  mean  public  policy  from 
the  low,  narrow,  and  sordid  standpoint  in 
which  it  has  been  urged  to-day — there  is  a 
higher  public  policy,  and  that  public 
policy  is,  to  maintain  the  standard  of 
civilisation  and  humanity  which  ought  to 
belong  to  this  country.  I  cannot  help 
asking  myself,  when  it  is  our  boast  that 
we  go  forth  to  conquer  these  savage  tribes 
to  bring  to  them  the  blessings  of  religion, 
to  tame  their  ferocity,  and  raise  them  up 
to  a  higher  moral  standard — I  cannot  help 
asking  myself  what  they  will  think  of  our 
boasted  civilisation  and  its  pioneers  when 
they  know  that  that  religion  countenances 
body-snatching  and  the  desecration  of 
tombs.  Therefore,  although  it  is  with 
great  pain  and  reluctance  that  I  shall  re- 
cord my  vote  against  the  grant  of  this 
money  for  what  is  otherwise  so  well 
deserved,  I  feel  not  the  smallest  shrink- 
ing in  the  performance  of  my  duty, 
and  I  hope  that  those  who  are  true  to  the 
traditions  of  English  Liberalism  and  the 
great  principles  of  humanity  and  civilisa- 
tion will  take  the  same  course. 

♦Mb.  LEES  KNOWLES  (Salford,  W.) : 
I  merely  wish  to  add  a  few  words  to  this 
debate,  because,  like  my  hon.  friend  who 
has  spoken  behind  me,  I,  too,  was  in  Egypt 
at  the  time  of  the  campaign,  and  heard  a 
great  deal  about  what  took  place.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Leigh  division  has 
quoted  numerous  extracts  from  newspaper 
reports  and  also  from  private  letters. 
He  quoted,  to  begin  with,  a  letter  from  a 
lieutenant  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has 
since  died,  and  whose  explanation  with 
regard  to   the    correspondence  cannot 
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therefore  be  obtained;  he  quoted  also 
extracts  from  letters  written  by  numerous 
private  soldiers.  I  do  not  think  much 
of  them,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
correspondents  of  newspapers,  especi- 
ally in  Egypt,  loved  Lord  Kitchener. 
When  I  was  in  Cairo  I  came  in  contact 
with  several  of  them,  and  they  seemed  to 
think  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
run  riot  over  the  camp,  and  see  every- 
thing that  was  going  on  at  the  front.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  any  information 
from  such  sources  ought  to  be  taken  cum 
grano.  With  regard  to  the  privates,  they 
would  surely  not  get  full  information 
about  an  action  which  extended  over  a 
large  area  of  country.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  seem  to  be  most  anxious  to  decry 
the  merits  of  our  military  brethren,  and 
to  wish  to  prove  to  the  hilt  this  charge  of 
cruelty.  I  will  not  allude  to  the  so-called 
desecration  of  the  Mahdi's  tomb ;  that  has 
been  sufficiently  dealt  with  already.  But 
so  long  as  the  Mahdi  was  treated  with 
veneration  and  superstition  it  was 
absolutely  desirable  that  his  bones 
should  be  scattered  to  the  winds. 
I  look  upon  that  not  as  a  matter  of 
revenge  at  all,  but  as  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity. That  I  conceive  to  be  the  main 
ground  of  defence.  Revenge  has  been 
described  by  Bacon  as  a  kind  of  wild 
justice,  and  he  went  on  to  say : 

"Some,  when  they  take  revenge,  are 
desirous  that  the  party  should  know  whence  it 
cometh  ;  this  is  the  more  generous.  For  the 
delight  seemeth  to  1>e  not  so  much  in  doing  the 
hurt,  as  in  making  the  party  repent.  ' 

But  let  me  allude  for  a  moment  to  the 
second  charge,  namely,  the  alleged  cruelty 
on  the  battlefield.  Now,  as  home  testi- 
mony is  not  always  estimated  at  its 
highest  value,  let  us  go  for  evidence 
abroad.  I  will  take  the  evidence  of  two 
foreign  military  attaclih,  representing 
on  the  staff  of  the  Sirdar  two  great 
civilised  military  nations,  Germany  and 
Italy.  The  German  attache"  wrote  a  letter, 
which  appeared  in  the  Times  of  January 
16th,  absolutely  refuting  the  charges. 
Last  Deceml>er,  as  I  was  returning  home 
from  abroad,  I  met  Major  Luigi  Calde- 
rari,  of  the  40th  Infantry  Regiment, 
the  Italian  attache.  I  had  a  long 
conversation  with  him,  and  asked 
him  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
alleged  cruelties  on  the  part  of  the  Anglo- 
Egyptian  Army  on  the  battlefield.  He 
repudiated  the  idea  of  any  such  charge, 
and  later,  seeing  that  this  question  was 

Mr.  Lees  Knowles. 


being  worked  up  for  political  reasons — 
because  I  must  say  that  I  cannot  but 
think  that  this  cry  about  the  desecration 
of  the  Mahdi '8  tomb  and  the  alleged 
cruelty  on  the  battlefield  has  been  raised 
chiefly  for  political  reasons — I  wrote  to 
him  and  asked  him  if  he  would  allow  me 
to  quote  the  conversation,  or,  at  all 
events,  would  put  in  writing  that  which 
he  had  said  to  me,  in  order  that  I  might 
not  misrepresent  him  in  any  way.  He 
did  so,  and  he  has  supported  absolutely 
the  despatches  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made  to-night.  And  what  did  he  say  ? 
He  said  this : 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to 

Rut  in  writing  what  I  stated  to  you  verbally  in 
lilan  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Dervish 
prisoners  at  the  Iwttle  of  Omdurman  were 
treated,  and  to  deny  in  the  most  absolute  way 
that  any  cruelty  was  practised  towards  the 
prisoners.  I  rode  on  the  field  of  battle  in 
various  directions,  and  everywhere  I  saw 
hundreds  of  wounded  lying  alive,  notwith- 
standing that  the  ground  had  already  been 
traversed  by  the  Anglo- Egyptian  troops.  I 
happened  to  lie  for  a  while  at  the  head  of  the 
troops  in  their  advance  after  the  attack  on  the 
zareba  hail  been  repulsed,  and  then  again  I 
was  able  to  convince  myself  that  the  wounded 
were  not  in  any  way  molested.  If  an  occasional 
wounded  man  was  killed  it  was  only  in 
legitimate  defence,  because,  as  is  well  known, 
it  is  a  custom  with  these  peoples  to  pretend  to 
lie  dead  and  then  to  fire  onthe  enemy  as  he  passes, 
or,  worse  still,  to  ask  for  water  and  help  and 
then  treacherously  to  kill  those  who  are 
succouring  them.  I  do  not  write  these  things 
in  order  to  defend  Lord  Kitchener :  he  is  so 
far  above  such  accusations  that  merely  to 
waste  words  in  denying  them  would  l»e  an 
insult  to  him.  I  can  only  repeat  that  I  aiu 
very  happy  that  an  opportunity  presents  itself 
for  me  to  give  a  denial  to  statements  which  are 
untrue.  It  was,  moreover,  my  duty  to  do  so, 
especially  as  some  Italian  newspajiers  have 
copied  and  republished  such  statements." 

I  may  perhaps  bo  allowed  to  quote  two 
lines  from  our  military  Poet-Laureate, 
Rudyard  Kipling,  in  which  he  describes 
the  Dervish  as  "  Fuzzy- Wuzzy,"  who  is 

"  All  'ot  sand  and  ginger  when  alive,  n 
And  generally  shammin'  when  'e's  dead.' 

These  are  the  men  with  whom  our  regu- 
lars have  to  deal,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  there 
never  was  any  cruelty  at  all  with  regard 
to  the  wounded  on  the  battlefield.  All 
this  outcry  is  not  genuine.  It  is 
not  what  is  called  in  Lancashire 
"  jannock,"  it  is  not  real.  There  is  a 
political  ring  about  it,  and  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  Vote  is,  in  my  judgment, 
simply    initiated   with  the   object  of 
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obtaining  a  political  cry.  We  have  always 
had  Gordon  on  our  consciences  and  in  our 
hearts,  and  Gordon  has  been  avenged  at 
last.  (Opposition  cheers.)  I  will  with- 
draw the  word  "  avenged."  Gordou  was  the 
last  man  who  would  have  wished  for  ven- 
geance. I  would  rather  say  that  rapine 
and  torture  have  been  crushed  out  of  the 
Soudan  by  such  men  as  Wolseley  and 
Kitchener. 


*Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen, 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 


N.):  The 
has  stated 

that  we  who  stay  at  home  are  placed  in  a 
very   invidious  position   to  judge  the 
actions  of  men  who  bear  the  brunt  and 
are  exposed  to  the  hardships  of  a  cam- 
paign. It  is,  no  doubt,  a  fact  that  those 
who  follow  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Montrose  will  have  the  im- 
putation— a  false   imputation — cast  on 
them  of  niggardliness,  and  of  adopting 
a  cheeseparing  policy  ;  but  although,  for 
this  reason,  such  a  course  is  a  hard  and  a 
difficult  one,  it  is,  to  my  mind,  the 
course   dictated    by   duty.     I  have 
listened  very  carefully  to  the  whole  of 
this  debate,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  but 
praise  for  the  organisation,  the  economy, 
and    completeness     with    which  the 
work   was    carried   out,   and  I  hope 
die  whole   House   will  be  unanimous 
in  the  vote  of  thanks  which  will  be  pro- 
posed next  Thursday  to  the  general,  the 
officers,  and  the  men  who  took  part  in  it. 
I  look,  however,  upon  this  request  for  a 
grant  as  giving  an  opportunity  as  much  for 
a  criticism  of  the  Government  as  of  the 
individual  to  whom  we  are  asked  to  vote 
the  money.    If  any  honour  is  done  to  a 
general  officer  commanding,  he  regards  it 
as  an  honour  to  the  army  composing  the 
expedition,  and  from  them  it  is  extended 
to  the  Government  which  organised  the 
expedition,  and  in  tho  same  way  con- 
demnation and  criticism  of  the  individual 
must  also  extend  to  the  Government.  I 
believe  that,  apart  from  the  question  of 
policy,    the    whole    spirit  animating 
the     Government     since     the  news 
of  the  Soudan   victory    reached  this 
country  constitutes  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  in  opposition  to  this  Vote.  I 
think  the  Government  have  lost  all  sense 
of  proportion  in  this  matter,  and  to  this 
complete   loss  of   proportion,    and  the 
corresponding  excess  of  praise  which  has 
been  meted  out  to  the  expedition,  is 
traceable  to  a  great  extent  the  opposition 
which  has  been  displayed  this  afternoon. 


The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  took  some 
pains  to  defend  Lord  Kitchener's  action 
as  regards  the  Mahdi's  body  as  not  having 
been  animated  by  any  spirit  of  revenge. 
In  my  opinion  that  is  entirely  beside  the 
mark.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
would  be  entirely  right  if  there  were 
any  such  accusation,  but  no  one  has 
accused  Lord  Kitchener  of  being  animated 
by  a  mere  spirit  of  paltry  revenge  against 
the  Mahdi ;  even  to  imagine  such  an  accu- 
sation against  a  British  general  is  some- 
what derogatory  to  a  true  soldierly 
instinct.  But  where  I  find  fault  is  that, 
owing  to  the  action  of  Lord  Kitchener, 
and  the  exaggerated  importance  and  praise 
bestowed  on  the  expedition,  and  the  way 
in  which — to  employ  a  word  felicitously 
used  the  other  day  with  regard  to 
Empire — the  expedition  was  "boomed' 
by  the  Government,  the  nation  has 
been  impregnated  with  the  spirit  that 
the  outcome  and  result  of  the  expedition 
had  been  "  Gordon  avenged,"  which  is  a 
very  different  thing  from  any  personal 
feeling  of  revenge  between  Lord  Kitchener 
and  the  Mahdi.  That  spirit  has  been  far 
too  prevalent  in  this  country,  and  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  do  what  it 
can  to  disabuse  the  nation  of  it.  It  is  a 
lowering  and  a  false  spirit  of  the  right 
conception  of  war.  There  are  two 
ways  from  which  this  point  may  be 
looked  at :  one  from  the  political  point  of 
view,  to  which  I  attach  very  little  import- 
ance ;  the  other  from  the  moral  point  of 
view,  which  is  far  more  important.  As 
regards  the  first  point,  I  will  dismiss  it  by 
merely  saying  that  ignorant  and  unscru- 
pulous people  throughout  the  country, 
with  whom  any  means  are  justifiable  to 
influence  votes,  should  remember  that  at 
the  time  of  the  fall  of  Khartoum  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
were  Members  of  the  then  Government,  and 
also  that  the  Soudan  Expedition  of  1885 
was  required  to  be  recalled  owing  to  the 
Pendjeh  incident.  We  should  then  hear 
less  of  the  cry  "  Gordon  avenged."  On 
the  moral  side  of  the  question  I  have  a 
much  greater  quarrel  with  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  anything  that  encourages 
that  cry,  and  some  public  men  have  made 
use  of  the  very  words,  is  lowering  the 
conception  of  war.  To  show  the  extent 
to  which  it.  has  permeated  the  nation,  the 
sister  of  the  great  man  about  whom  the 
cry  was  raised  had  to  write  to  the  Press 
repudiating  it,  and    stating  that  her 
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brother  would  have  been  the  last  man 
to  have  approved  or  tolerated  it.  Surely, 
such  an  incident  is  a  matter  for  shame  to 
any  right-thinking  nation.  It  might 
have  been  more  excusable  had  the 
force  against  whom  we  waged  this 
so-called  war  been  a  foe  more 
worthy  of  ourselves.  For  many  years, 
since  1870,  certain  of  us  have  been 
casting  reflections  upon  a  neigh- 
bouring nation  for  harbouring  a  spirit  of 
revenge  against  a  former  foe.  It  would  l*e 
well  if  we  could  sometimes  see  ourselves  as  i 
others  see  us.  If  this  neighbouring  nation 
does  harbour  a  spirit  of  revenge,  it  is 
against  her  equal,  instead  of,  as 
was  our  case,  against  a  foe  comparatively 
contemptible  and  beneath  our  notice. 
I  think  very  likely  why  such  a  spirit 
exists  is  due  to  the  fact  that  now  for 
two  generations  this  nation  has  not  known 
what  real  war  is,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
many  more  generations  before  she  does ; 
but  all  the  more  important  is  it  to  keep  a 
high  level  of  soldierly  feeling.  It  is 
instructive  to  go  back  through  those 
generations,  to  either  the  Crimean  war 
or  the  Indian  Mutiny,  and  to  see  the 
proportion  in  which  the  men  who '. 
waged  those  wars  were  rewarded  by  this 
House.  In  connection  with  the  Crimean 
war,  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  not  one 
peerage  was  conferred.  Lord  Raglan 
died  dining  the  progress  of  the  war, 
and  no  successor  of  his  was  ennobled. 
The  men  who  bore  the  brunt  and 
stress  of  the  Indian  Mutiny  were 
comparatively  unrewarded.  Lord  Clyde, 
it  is  true,  was  ennobled  and  received  a  life 
pension,  but  it  came  out  of  the  Indian 
Exchequer,  and  it  is  a  moot  point 
whether  Lord  Kitchener,  being  in  the 
pay  of  Egypt,  the  Egyptian  Exchequer 
ought  not  to  be  asked  to  find  the  money 
for  the  grant.  Since  these  two  wars  we 
have  been  pursuing  a  progressive  course 
as  regards  rewards.  We  have  been  almost  ^ 
prostituting  honours,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  less  worthy  the  foe  the  greater 
the  reward.  It  is  because  I  feel  it  our  j 
duty  to  check  this  system,  and  believe  j 
that  unless,  it  is  checked  we  will  go  on 
from  l>ad  to  worse,  that  I  for  one  will 
vote  with  my  light  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Montrose.  The  unchivalrous 
action  of  Lord  Kitchener  in  destroying 
the  Mahdi's  tomb  brings  the  expedition 
down  to  the  same  low  level  as  a  punitive 
expedition  against,  for  instance,  the  King 
of  Benin  and  has  lowered  its  whole  tone. 
Mr.  Pirie. 


I  gladly  join  in  praise  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  expedition  was  carried  on  as 
regards  our  loss  being  at  a  minimum  ; 
but  the  blunders  with  regard  to  onr  own 
wounded  at  Atbara  and  Omdurman,  and 
the  hospitals  at  Alexandria,  should  not  be 
glossed  over,  and  it  would  be  better  if 
the  chiefs  of  the  Army  showed  a  greater 
readiness  to  censure  when  fault  has  to  be 
found  on  big  issues.  This  debate  has 
divided  itself  into  two  main  questions, 
the  treatment  of  the  wounded  dervishes 
and  the  disentombment  of  the  Mahdi's 
remains.  I  would  not  be  doing  my 
duty,  and  it  is  a  duty  which  I  do 
gladly,  if  I  did  not  state  that  I  differ 
from  the  views  of  my  hon.  friends 
with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  the 
wounded  dervishes.  I  think  the  House 
ought  to  recognise  that  war  cannot  be 
waged  with  white  gloves,  and,  with  some 
slight  experience  of  Soudanese  fighting,  I 
say  that  any  British  general  would  have 
been  wr6ng  to  have  risked  the  life  of  one 
of  his  soldiers  even  if  it  were  necessary 
to  clear  the  ground  of  the  wounded 
enemy ;  and  I  say,  as  this  question  is 
attracting  attention,  that  it  is  the  history 
of  these  Soudanese  fights  that  Ixjfore  many 
hours  the  ground  occupied  by  the  Sou- 
danese is  taken  possession  of  by  the 
British,  as  a  rule  very  early  in  the  day. 
The  British  have  to  advance,  and  if  they 
are  exposed  to,  say,  a  dropping  fire  from 
the  Soudanese  wounded,  the  British 
general  is  entitled  to  clear  the  ground, 
even  if  he  has  to  sacrifice  the  enemy. 
If  the  people  of  this  country  are  shocked, 
as  they  naturally  must  be,  by  such  action 
in  waging  war  against  uncivilised  savages, 
the  better  for  the  country  that  the  neces- 
sary horrors  of  such  wars  should  be 
realised,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  that 
effect.  It  has  also  been  said  that  we  em- 
ployed an  unusually  large  number  of 
Soudanese  soldiers,  and  that  therefore, 
perhaps,  the  horrors  must  have  been 
greater  than  they  otherwise  would.  With 
that  I  agree,  and  the  lesson  this  outcry 
will  teach  will  be  that  greater  need  of 
control  must  be  exercised  over  the  Sou- 
danese troops;  vut  on  the  whole  question  of 
the  wounded  I  join  with  those  who  [arc 
vindicating  Lord  Kitchener,  where,  how- 
ever, no  vindication  ought  to  be  required, 
as  he  did  nothing  that  was  not  necessary. 
Now  1  come  to  his  action  with  regard  to 
the  Mahdi's  body.  I  must  say  1  cannot 
defend  that  action  in  any  way.  The 
noble  and  gallant  Member  for.  York  seems 
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to  think  that  it  is  a  sufficient  excuse  that 
the  Mahdi's  reign  was  one  of  unexampled 
savagery  and  barbarity.  If  that  is  the 
case,  I  would  ask  hon.  Members  to  re- 
member the  answer  given  by  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  last  Friday 
as  regards  the  number  of  foreigners  who 
lived  in  Khartoum  during  the  whole  of 
the  Mahdi's  reign. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man only  asked  me  how  many  prisoners 
had  been  released. 

*Mr.  PIRIE:  But  the  admission  was 
that  upwards  of  11,000  alien  men  and 
women  lived  in  Khartoum  during  the 
whole  of  the  Mahdi's  reign,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  differentiated  between 
what  he  called  first-class  Government 
prisoners  and  another  class  employed  in 
Government  work.  When  we  see  Italians, 
Greeks,  Syrians,  and  other  foreigners 
living  in  Khartoum,  I  think  it  is  an 
answer  to  the  argument  that  the  Mahdi's 
tomb  had  been  destroyed  because  of  the 
fanatical  population.  I  look  upon  the 
defence  of  this  action  as  an  aggra- 
vation, and  I  think  it  would  have  been 
nobler  and  would  have  redounded  more 
to  the  credit  of.  the  Government  and 
the  nation  if  they  acknowledged  that  a 
mistake  had  been  made,  and  bravely  faced 
the  consequences.  From  another  aspect  I 
cannot  see  how  we  Liberals  can  support 
this  vote.  We  are  pledged  to  do  away 
with  the  existing  power  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  In  the  opinion  of  my  consti- 
tuents the  existence  of  the  House 
of  Peers  is  a  direct  obstacle  to  the  free- 
dom, prosperity  and  progress  of  this 
country,  and  I  am  in  complete  accord  with 
that  opinion  myself.  That  being  so,  I 
fail  to  see  how  I  can  hold  that  opinion 
and  at  the  same  time  support  a  grant 
which  will  subsidise  and  perpetuate  a 
peerage.  It  would  have  been  more 
logical  to  have  obtained  the  grant 
before  giving  the  peerage.  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  of  the  great 
danger  of  this  constant  increase  in  re- 
wards and  honours  of  this  sort,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  remembered  that  this 
system  must  be  checked.  Let  me  read 
to  the  Committee  an  extract  which  ought 
to  be  taken  to  heart  by  both  parties.  In 
Condorcet's  "  Life  of  Turgot,"  a  book  de- 
scribed by  John  Stuart  Mill  as  "  one  of 
the  wisest  and  noblest  of  lives,  delineated 
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by  one  of  the  wisest  and  noblest  of  men," 
Condorcet  writing  of  his  friend  says : 

"  Turgot  never  bestowed  a  patent,  no 
medals  or  other  minor" orders  by  which  the  art 
of  the  charlatan  seeks  to  reward  vanity.  His 
object  was  to  encourage,  not  to  corrupt,  and 
he  believed  that  in  all  bis  transactions  it  was 
the  duty  of  a  statesman  to  reform  mankind 
and  not  to  strengthen  their  failings,  even 
though  it  might  be  possible  to  derive  temporary 
advantage  from  their  weaknesses." 

It  would  also  be  useful  to  go  back 
to  the  last  occasion  on  which  the 
House  discussed  a  similar  grant,  and 
I  will  quote  what  the  Tate  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill  stated  on  the 
subject  of  the  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley 
Annuity  Bill  in  1883.  He  said  it  was  his 
intention  to  support  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  because  he  understood 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  ex- 
pressed his  intention  of  supporting 
the  Prime  Minister,  but  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  if  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  seen  his  way  to  have 
voted  against  the  Government  he,  and 
some  members  below  the  gangway,  would 
be  prepared  to  strengthen  his  hands. 
That  is  an  opinion  with  which  I  entirely 
agree.  I  associate  myself  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Montrose  in 
opposing  this  Vote.  I  will  put  one  ques- 
tion to  the  Committee.  The  whole  nation 
admires  the  character  and  life  of  General 
Gordon,  and  all  I  ask  is,  Would  Gordon 
have  acted  in  the  same  way  as  Lord 
Kitchener  with  regard  to  the  Mahdi's 
tombl  There  is  only  one  answer — he 
would  not. 

♦MR.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Herts,  St. 
Albans) :  The  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  stated  that  the  campaign  is 
regarded  as  one  of  vengeance,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  death  of  Gordon. 
None  of  us  can  forget  the  circumstances 
under  which  General  Gordon  died,  and, 
although  that  page  cannot  be  blotted 
from  our  memories  by  the  noble  and  dis- 
tinguished conduct  of  Lord  Kitchener, 
we  are  grateful  to  the  man  who  has 
given  us  something  to  set  in  the 
balance.  We  have  no  feeling  of  satisfied 
vengeance,  but  we  have  a  feeling  of 
gratitude,  and  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  speak  so  warmly  about  their 
sense  of  duty  in  opposing  this  Vote,  I 
think  we  arc  entitled  quite  as  fully  to 
express  our  gratitude,  and  we  believe,  as 
the  hon.  Member  believes,  that  in  intro- 
ducing  the  apparently  irrelevant  issue 
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of  the  House  of  Lords,  he  is  doing 
his  duty  to  his  constituents,  that 
we  also  are  representing  our  constituents 
when  we  say  that  we  give  this  Vote 
from  our  hearts,  and  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  and  most  complete  conviction  that 
in  doing  so  we  are  pleasing  and  satisfying 
those  whom  we  represent.  Various 
grounds  have  been  attempted  on  which  to 
oppose  this  Vote.  The  broad  ground  was 
that  taken  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton,  who  says  we  have  not  had 
value  for  our  money.  He  will  find  very 
few  to  support  him  in  that  view.  There 
will  also,  I  conceive,  bo  little  sym- 
pathy in  the  country  for  the  men 
who  have  greedily  swept  together 
every  libel  they  could  gather  against 
their  countrymen  fighting  their  battles 
abroad.  The  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen 
went  so  far  as  to  say  that  we  had  gone  on 
and  on  in  the  prostitution  of  honour.  I 
consider  language  of  that  kind  monstrous 
when  it  is  applied  to  the  man  to  whom 
we  are  expressing  our  thanks  to-day. 
But  I  must  thank  the  hon.  Member  for 
disassociating  himself  from  the  charge 
with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  the 
wounded,  and  I  am  glad  that  a  man  who 
has  held  Her  Majesty's  commission  has 
declined  to  join  in  it.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  military  matters,  but 
it  only  requires  common  sense  to  know 
that  in  the  heat  of  battle  you  can- 
not control  every  single  camp  follower. 
No  one  supposes  camp  followers  are  the 
kind  of  people  whom  you  would  ask  to 
stay  a  week  with  you  in  the  country,  and 
it  is  monstrous  to  attempt  to  take  away 
the  character  of  Lord  Kitchener  because 
camp  followers  may  or  may  not  have  com- 
mitted excesses  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
from  a  man  who  considers  this  Vote  a 
prostitution  of  honour  we  have  the  assur- 
ance that  clearing  the  ground  of  the 
wounded,  sooner  than  risk  our  own 
soldiers,  is  justifiable  and  proper,  and  con- 
duct of  which  no  general  officer  need 
be  ashamed.  I  think  it  has  been  made 
perfectly  clear  to  the  people  of  this  country 
that  all  proper  humanity  was  shown  and  all 
proper  care  taken.  Anyone  who  had 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Leigh  Division  of  Lancashire 
could  not  have  failed  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  had  been  wanton  and 
cruel  destruction  of  the  wounded,  and  yet 
a  few  sentences  later  he  tells  us  that  3,000 
or  4,000  Dervishes  were  crawling  about  on 
the  field.    Why  were  they  not  murdered 

Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs. 


j  also  1  The  second  statement  appears  to 
be  contrary  to  the  first. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT :  I  only  referred  to 
that  portion  of  the  field  over  which  the 
two  native  battalions  passed.  Of  course, 
there  were  a  number  of  wounded  left  in 
other  parts  of  the  field. 

♦Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS:  I  accept  the 
hon.  Member's  explanation  of  what 
he  said,  but  I  will  point  out  that  from 
his  own  account  this  destruction  of  the 
wounded  was  only  partial,  and  I  fully 
believe  it  was  only  done  where  it  was 
considered  essential  to  the  safety  of  our 
own  soldiers,  and  only  in  isolated  cases. 
I  will  turn  for  a  moment  to  this  ques- 
tion of  the  desecration  of  the  Mahdi's 
tomb.  Upon  this  point  I  cannot  share 
the  view  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
because  I  think  the  life  of  one  single 
child  is  worth  a  wilderness  of  dead  ruffians. 
We  have  been  told,  on  excellent  authority, 
that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  safety  and 
security  of  this  country  in  the  future 
that  that  tomb  should  have  been  dese- 
crated, and  for  my  part  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  man  or  the  men  who 
desecrated  it.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
talked  as  if  it  was  an  extraordinary 
thing  to  disentomb  a  body,  but  when  the 
St.  Fancras  Railway  Station  was  made 
thousands  of  tombs  were  desecrated,  for 
the  convenience  of  the  living.  If  thou- 
sands of  the  tombs  of  respectable  English- 
men in  London  are  to  be  desecrated  for 
the  convenience  of  those  now  living,  why 
should  we  object  to  desecrate  one  tomb 
in  the  Soudan,  when  it  is  done  for  the 
safety  and  security  of  the  faithful  ser- 
vants of  this  Empire  who  are  serving  us 
abroad  when  it  is  a  question  in  which 
their  lives  are  involved  ?  It  seems  per- 
fectly ludicrous  to  draw  a  comparison 
between  the  safety  and  security  of  Eng- 
lish soldiers,  and  the  question  of  senti- 
ment which  is  involved  in  the  desecration 
of  the  Mahdi's  tomb.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  sought  to  draw 
an  invidious  contrast  between  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley's  action  at  Coomassie  and  the 
action  of  Lord  Kitchener  in  this  case. 
He  said  that  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  had 
declined  to  disturb  the  tombs  of  the 
ancient  kings  of  Coomassie.  But  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  must 
know  perfectly  well  that  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  comparison  to  be  made 
between  the  two  cases.    The  desecration 
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of  the  Mahdi's  tomb  was  done  not  for 
.  the  purpose  of  punishing  anybody,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  private  vengeance  or 
of  public  vengeance,  but  for  the  safety 
and  security  of  that  country  which  we 
are  morally  bound  by  the  action  we  have 
taken- to  do  everything  in  our  power  to 
keep  sound  and  secure.  When  we  come 
to  consider  these  facts  I  do  think  we  may 
brush  aside  sueh  a  controversy  as  to 
whether  the  decomposed  bones  of  the 
Mahdi  ought  to  have  been  thrown  into 
the  river  or  buried  somewhere  else, 
or  as  to  what  has  become  of  his  head. 
Personally,  I  really  think  that  I 
should  be  indifferent  myself  what 
happens  to  theso  bones  after  this  human 
machine  ceases  to  work.  As  I  am  indif- 
ferent as  to  what  happens  to  these  bones 
of  mine,  I  am  still  more  indifferent  as  to 
what  happens  to  a  bloody  ruffian  who  is 
now  fortunately  dead. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  this  evening  about  the  Mahdi's 
tomb,  but  I  never  expected  to  hear  such 
a  long  defence  in  this  House  of  body- 
snatching  as  I  have  heard  to-night.  If  it 
was  bad  to  cut  off  the  Mahdi's  head, 
surely  it  was  a  great  deal  worse  to  go 
into  the  Soudan  and  kill  10,000  people  at 
the  battle  of  Omdurman.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  very  horrible  to  invade  a 
country  like  this  and  cut  down  these 
people  without  rhyme  or  reason,  and  it 
seems  infinitely  worse  than  cutting  off 
the  head  of  a  man  who  has  been  dead  for 
some  years.  But  I  am  not  going  to 
attack  Lord  Kitchener,  because  he  was 
only  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  nation. 
He  was  not  to  blame  for  all  he  did,  whether 
bad  or  good,  for  the  nation  was  responsi- 
ble, and  as  a  humble  member  of  the 
nation  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  give  my 
opinion  upon  it.  The  whole  point  with 
regard  to  this  question  is — is  it  desirable, 
beneficial,  and  creditable  that  we  should 
vote  this  largo  sum  of  public  money  for 
this  purpose  %  As  I  said  before,  I  do  not 
think  that  Lord  Kitchener  is  to  blame  for 
what  he  did.  He  effected  the  object  he 
had  in  view.  He  lost  very  few  men  in 
capturing  Khartoum,  and  he  did  it  very 
cheaply.  That  seems  to  be  the  reason 
why  credit  has  been  bestowed  upon  him 
in  all  the  speeches  I  have  read — that  is, 
how  very  cheaply  he  killed  these  men. 
He  performed  a  feat  which  had  never  been 
done  before  in  battle,  for  he  killedmoremen 
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than  had  ever  been  killed  before  in  the 
same  time.  Mr.  Charles  Williams,  who 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  war 
correspondents  we  have,  gave  a  very 
vivid  description  of  the  slaughter,  and 
the  net  total  came  out  at  10,800  killed 
within  four  hours.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  battle  did  not  last  more  than 
four  hours,  and  there  were  several  intervals. 
Nothing  like  this  slaughter  has  ever  been 
recorded  before.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  we  are  going  to  vote  this  money  for. 
I  am  ready  to  admit  that  the  proceedings 
in  the  Soudan  gave  immense  delight  to  a 
very  large  number  of  British  newspaper 
editors,  poets,  City  aldermen,  and  dis- 
tinguished statesmen,  and  these  I  admit 
form  an  influential  section  of  the  com- 
munity. These  proceedings  gave  im- 
mense delight  to  those  people  who  con- 
sidered that  this  battle  was  the  finest 
thing  that  had  been  done  for  generations. 
Lord  Rosebery  has  stated  that  this  cam- 
paign was  more  far-reaching  and  bene- 
ficent in  its  results  than  any  which 
history  has  recorded,  and  it  has  added  lustre 
to  the  memorable  name  of  British  arms. 
What  we  did  was  to  shoot  down  people 
at  a  long  range  to  which  they  could  not 
reply,  and  that  is  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  greatest  achievements  of  British  arms. 
If  Lord  Rosebery  is  right,  then  I  feel  a 
little  nervous  and  anxious,  because  we  are 
getting  enormous  armies  and  navies  to- 
gether, and  they  must  be  to  fight  some- 
body, and  I  wonder  what  will  happen 
when  we  fight  with  somebody  who  can 
fight,  and  not  those  poor  Dervishes. 
What  will  happen  when  we  fight  with  the 
Russians,  the  Chinese,  and  the  Japanese 
altogether?  In  my  opinion  Lord  Kitchener 
has  already  been  rewarded,  for  he  has 
been  called  up  to  the  House  of  Lords  to 
sit  there  along  with  bishops  and  brewers, 
and  that  is  a  great  honour.  After  all,  in 
this  matter  Lord  Kitchener  only  did  his 
duty,  and  it  was  a  duty  for  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  I  do  not  see  why  we  should 
give  Lord  Kitchener  this  money.  I 
think  it  is  a  bad  system,  for  it  is  only 
blood  money.  I  believe  there  were  some 
10,000  people  killed,  and  you  are  propos- 
ing to  give  him  £30,000;  therefore  he 

fets  £3  per  head  for  every  man  killed. 
Vhy  should  this  blood  money  be  paid, 
and  why  should  Lord  Kitchener  have  this 
gift?  Because  a  soldier  has  done  his 
duty,  why  should  he  be  put  upon  this 
pedestal  above  all  other  public  servants  1 
Why  don't  you,  when  a  judge  conducts  a 
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case  with  great  skill,  ask  for  a  Vote  of 
money  for  nim  1  If  a  bishop  gives  a  bril- 
liant charge  to  his  clergy,  why  don't  you 
ask  for  a  Vote  for  the  bishop  ?  A  Cabinet 
Minister  works  a  Bill  through  this  House 
the  same  as  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  did  the 
Vaccination  Bill,  but  you  do  not  give 
him  anything.  When  a  fireman  goes 
to  a  great  fire  and  performs  some  heroic 
deed,  you  do  not  vote  him  any  money, 
although  the  deed  he  performs  in  my 
opinion  is  more  glorious  than  the  deeds 
of  war.  I  should  like  to  discuss  for  a 
moment  whether  this  is  such  a  magnifi- 
cent victory  as  it  is  supposed  to  be. 
What  is  there  glorious  about  it,  and  what 
were  the  reasons  for  undertaking  this 
expedition  1  I  hardly  know  the  real 
reason,  because  I  have  heard  so  many. 
We  were  told  at  first  that  the  Khalifa 
might  come  down  upon  Egypt.  Lord 
Cromer  said  a  few  months  before  the  ex- 
pedition was  undertaken  that  there  never 
was  a  time  when  there  was  so  little  danger 
to  the  people  of  Egypt.  Of  course,  if 
ever  you  want  to  persuade  people  to  vote 
money  you  can  do  it  by  putting  in  a  word 
or  two  about  slavery.  But  why  don't 
you  stop  slavery  at  Zanzibar  ?  The  next 
reason  given  was,  to  stop  the  cruelty  of 
the  Khalifa,  and  that  sounds  a  grand 
thing.  If  you  are  going  to  stop  cruelty, 
why  didn't  you  stop  the  cruelty  of  the 
Sultan  ?  I  am  trying  to  find  out  why 
this  money  is  to  be  voted,  and  what 
is  the  glory  and  the  honour  of  this  vic- 
tory. If  it  was  to  put  down  cruelty 
committed  by  the  Khalifa,  was  it  not 
more  cruel  still  to  shoot  them  down  and 
leave  them  to  die  in  misery  on  the  desert  ? 
We  have  heard  something  to-night  about 
avenging  Gordon's  death,  and  Lord  Rose- 
bery  said  that  by  our  victory  we  had 
paid  off  a  debt  which  for  thirteen  years 
had  been  near  the  heart  and  conscience  of 
every  Englishman.  The  Chaplain  at 
Windsor  once  stated  that  for  every 
drop  of  English  blood  that  had  been  shed 
at  Khartoum  rivers  of  blood  of  those 
who  slew  Gordon  would  flow.  I  would 
rather  be  a  heathen  than  a  Christian  like 
that.  I  think  that  from  that  point  of 
view  this  expedition  has  not  been  satis- 
factory, for  what  is  it  we  have  conquered  ? 
Lord  Cromer  says  in  his  report  that  the 
Soudan  is  a  great  howling  desert.  What 
trade  are  we  going  to  get  out  of  this 
place  ?  I  have  been  driven  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  reason  for  undertaking 
Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson. 


this  campaign  at  all  was  that  we  were 
ashamed  of  the  great  scandal  of  our  re-  • 
maining  in  Egypt  and  of  breaking  our 
pledges  to  other  European  Powers.  We 
wanted  some  excuse  for  staying  a  little 
longer,  and  so  we  invaded  the  country  of 
the  Khalifa,  and  we  said  that  now  that 
Egypt  had  got  the  Soudan  back  again  we 
would  remain  there  to  protect  the  two 
countries.  To  carry  out  this  policy  we 
invaded  the  Soudan  and  slaughtered  and 
mutilated  some  30,000  people.  We  have 
had  numerous  banquets  where  statesmen 
have  poured  out  streams  of  maudlin 
bunkum  in  honour  of  this  policy,  for 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  grant  this 
Vote.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  think  there 
is  anything  noble  at  all  about  our  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Soudan,  for  they  are 
about  as  ignoble  as  they  can  possibly  be, 
for  this  kind  of  Imperialism  is  nothing 
more  than  organised  selfishness.  I  read 
the  other  day  some  lines  which  are 
applicable  to  the  Jingoes.    They  are : 

Of  all  the  human  family 

I  love  myself  the  best ; 
Kind  Providence  take  care  of  me, 

And  Sambo  take  the  rest. 

This  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  Little 
Englander.  I  say  that  this  policy  is 
nothing  more  than  sordid  selfishness,  and 
it  will  end  in  the  degradation  and  ulti- 
mate destruction  of  all  the  nations  which 
yield  to  it.  It  is  because  it  is  proposed 
to-night  to  endorse  this  kind  of  Im- 
perialism that  I  shall  give  this  Vote  my 
most  strenuous  opposition. 

Sir  A.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerset, 
Wellington) :  I  shall  neither  follow  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
in  his  endeavour  to  find  salvation  in  the 
Mahdi's  tomb,  nor  shall  I  attempt  to  deal 
with  his  criticisms  of  Lord  Rosebery. 
One  of  the  charges  against  Lord  Kitchener 
is  that  he  has  polluted  the  pure  waters  of 
the  Nile  by  throwing  in  it  the  body  of 
the  Mahdi,  which  may  probably  have 

f*ven  that  river  its  peculiar  brown  tinge, 
only  wish  to  say  a  few  words  to-night  in 
defence  of  that  Service  to  which  I  am 
proud  to  belong,  and  in  defence  of  my 
own  comrades  who  served  in  that  cam- 
paign. There  are  two  charges  against 
Lord  Kitchener.  The  first  is  that  of 
the  desecration  of  the  Mahdi's  tomb  and 
the  throwing  of  the  Mahdi's  body  into 
the  Nile.  The  second  charge  is  the 
treatment  of  the  wounded  after  the  battle 
of  Omdurman.  As  regards  the  first  charge, 
the    hor,    Memb«Gta(  Northampton 
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rave  the  Committee  an  illustration  of 
Lord  Wolseley's  behaviour  at  Coomassie, 
where  he  told  us  that  in  that  caso  the 
general  in  command  did  not  allow  the 
tomb  of  the  kings  to  be  disturbed.  I  might 
perhaps  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  result  of  that  was  that  we  had  to 
have  another  expedition.  But,  after  all, 
the  whole  of  this  matter  is  one  of  com- 
mon sense.  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose 
to  look  at  this  matter  from  a  common- 
sense  point  of  view,  and  I  would  ask  him 
if  he  would  rather  have  his  throat  cut  or 
allow  these  bones  to  be  thrown  in  the 
Nile?  As  regards  the  charge  brought 
against  British  soldiers  of  killing  the 
wounded  Dervishes  on  the  battlefield,  I 
have  seen  wounded  Soudanese,  after  a 
brother  officer  has  given  them  water,  turn 
round  and  shoot  the  man  who  gave  them 
that  water.  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Leigh  Division,  and  others 
who  have  spoken  on  behalf  of  the 
wounded  Dervishes,  what  they  would  do 
if,  after  they  had  taken  water  to  these 
Dervishes  on  the  field  of  battle,  they 
turned  round  and  shot  at  them.  I  have 
seen  that  myself,  and  if  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  would  go  and  see  things  for 
themselves  on  the  field  of  battle  I  am  sure 
they  would  hold  a  different  opinion.  When 
»e  consider  that  the  Government  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouth  was  a  Member  are 
responsible  for  the  whole  of  this  war,  they 
oust  take  the  blame  for  all  these  atrocities 
which  have  happened  in  the  Soudan,  for 
the  blame  does  not  rest  upon  Lord 
Kitchener,  or  the  present  Government, 
hat  it  rests  upon  the  party  opposite  and 
their  friend  the  Mahdi. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  rejoice  to  say  that 
upon  a  question  of  this  kind  the  voice  of 
Ireland  will  be  given  by  a  decisive 
majority  against  this  Vote.  The  voice  of 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  Members  has 
always  been  on  the  side  of  justice  and 
right,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Irish 
vote  you  would  have  had  very  few  great 
reforms  in  this  century.  There  is  one 
point  on  which  I  most  heartily  agree  with 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  In  his 
opening  remarks,  in  eloquent  and  powerful 
language,  he  pointed  out  to  the  Committee 
that  in  discussing  this  question  we  were 
not  entitled  to  consider  the  merits  of  the 
policy  on  which  this  expedition  was  based. 
He  pointed  out — I  think  with  absolute 
truth— that  Lord  Kitchener  and  the  officers 


I  and  men  who  served  under  liim  were  not 
entitled  to  ask  whether  the  policy  was  a 
justifiable  one  or  not.  They  were  soldiers, 
and  they  were  bound  to  obey.  If  I  were 
an  English  Member,  and  if  it  were  simply 
a  question  of  the  skill  and  gallantry  with 
which  this  expedition  was  carried  out — no 
matter  how  much  I  condemned  it — I 
should  vote  in  support  of  this  Vote.  When 
I  listened  to  the  eloquent  language  used 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  when 
he  drew  a  picture  of  the  sad  condition  of 
this  country,  my  memory  was  carried  back 
to  a  day  of  great  excitement  in  this  land, 
when  the  Commander-in-Chief  stated  that 
if  he  was  ordered  by  the  Government  and 
the  Queen  to  keep  the  peace  against  the 
Loyalists  of  Ireland,  he  would  rather  break 
his  sword  than  obey  those  orders.  I  only 
hope  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  apply  the  same  principles,  without  fear 
and  favour,  to  Ireland  as  he  is  now  apply- 
ing to  the  Soudan.  If  it  were  only  a 
question  of  the  merits  of  the  policy,  I 
would  vote  in  favour  of  this  grant ;  but 
thore  is  something  to  lie  said  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  Lord  Kitchener  after 
the  battle.  Even  in  the  ranks  of  hon. 
Members  who  sit  behind  the  Government 
there  has  been  manifested  a  wide  diver- 
gence of  opinion  on  this  question,  and  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  York  de- 
clared that  every  man  in  England — 
whether  civil  or  military — was  disgusted 
and  horrified  at  the  method  by  which  the 
Mahdi's  tomb  was  desecrated.  He  stated 
that  he  had  had  no  communication  with 
Lord  Kitchener,  but  he  declared  it  to  be 
his  conviction  that  Lord  Kitchener,  while 
he  gave  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
Mahdi's  body  and  the  destruction  of  the 
tomb,  was  in  no  other  way  responsible  for 
the  method  by  which  the  remains  of  the 
Mahdi  were  outraged,  and  he  expressed 
the  greatest  possible  regret  for  the  circum- 
stances which  attended  that  act ;  and  that 
regret  is  evidently  shared  by  a  consider- 
able number  of  hon.  Members  who  sit  on  the 
Government  benches.  But  in  the  second 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
there  was  not  a  single  word  of  regret.  On 
the  contrary,  he  declared  that  he  had  no 
regret  to  express  ;  and  he  seemed  to  think 
that  everything  that  was  done  in  connec- 
tion with  the  outrage  upon  the  remains 
of  the  Mahdi,  the  desecration  of  his 
tomb,  and  the  disposal  of  his  remains  was 
not  only  necessary,  but  was  also  decently 
and  properly  done.  In  that  respect  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  differs  toto  cab  from 
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the  Member  for  York  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Leigh  Division,  who  expressed 
their  compassion  for  those  who  would  be 
called  upon  to  defend  this  act  in  the  House. 
We  did  not  want  to  wait  long  for  another 
instance  of  considerable  divergence  of 
opinion  on  this  occasion,  because  one 
hon.  Member  got  up  and  expressed  his 
gratitude  to  Lord  Kitchener  for  having 
given  this  country  some  revenge  for  the 
death  of  Gordon  \  and  it  is  idle  after  that 
for  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York  to  deny 
that  there  are  numbers  of  men  on  the 
opposite  benches  who  looked  with  pleasure 
on  the  desecration  of  the  Mahdis  tomb 
because  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  piece  of 
vengeance  for  the  death  of  Gordon,and  that 
is  a  common-place  in  this  country  and 
this  House.  I  am  pretty  familiar  with 
the  writings  and  the  life  of  Gordon, 
a  man  for  whom  I  always  had  the  greatest 
respect,  and  it  is  enough  to  make  him  turn 
in  his  grave  at  the  insult  levelled  at  him, 
whose  whole  life  was  founded  on  the 
teachings  of  the  Founder  of  his  religion. 
I  hold  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Montrose  is  discharging  a 
public  duty  in  protesting  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  which  complaint  is  made.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  defeated,  and  that  the  money 
will  be  voted.  Yes,  but  the  value  of  the 
protest  will  not  pass  away,  and  many  a 
man  who  votes  for  this  grant  will,  as  an 
Englishman,  feel  humiliated  at  the  acts 
which  have  been  done  in  the  name  of  this 
country.  At  all  events,  I  am  glad  to  know 
.that  the  name  of  Ireland  will  be  free  from 
any  complicity  in  this  business.  It  seems 
to  me  there  has  been  great  cruelty  and 
oppression,  and  I  speak  on  this  matter 
with  some  knowledge.  We,  having  suf- 
fered from  the  same  evil,  have  learned  to  j 
sympathise  with  the  oppressed,  and  we  are  i 
not  ashamed  to  come  here  and  say  so.  j 
The  treatment  of  the  Mahdi's  tomb  has 
been  so  fully  treated  that  I  do  not  pro- 

r)8e  to  travel  over  the  ground  again,  but 
do  ask  the  Committee  to  consider  one 
aspect  of  this  question,  and  that  is  this — 
the  chief  and  only  defence  which  has 
been  offered  to-night  for  the  destruction 
of  the  Mahdi's  tomb  and  the  throwing 
of  the  remains  into  the  Nile  with  igno- 
miny is  that  the  Mahdi  was  a  prophet  in 
the  eyes  of  his  people,  and  that  his  tomb 
might  be  the  centre  of  reverence  and 
superstition.  If  that  argument  were 
logically  followed  it  would  lead  to  a  very 

Mr.  DilUyru 


strange  conclusion.  If  we  are  ever  to 
accept  the  principle,  which  I  thought  was 
consigned  to  the  evil  past,  that  because 
we  differ  from  people  and  regard 
their  convictions  and  faiths  and  beliefs 
as  superstitious,  we  are  entitled  to 
outrage  and  degrade  the  tombs  of  the 
men  whose  memories  the  people 
venerate,  we  will  travel  upon  a  road  which 
promises  to  lead  to  strange  conclusions 
indeed.  You  are  going  to  arrogate  to 
yourselves  the  right  to  destroy  and 
desecrate  all  tombs  in  India  which  may 
incite  fanaticism.  India  is  not  without 
its  fanaticism.  You  had  fanatical  risings 
there  a  few  years  ago.  Do  you  believe 
that  the  Indian  saints  are  any  better 
than  the  Mahdi?  If  you  carry  this 
policy  to  extremities  we  may  be  led  into 
further  difficulties.  A  letter  written  to 
The  Times  by  the  Marquis  of  North- 
ampton points  out  that  because  the 
Mahdi  was  regarded  by  the  orthodox  Mus- 
sulmans as  a  heretic,  then  it  was  a  neces- 
sity, for  which  we  muse  take  the  respon- 
sibility, that  his  tomb  should  be  destroyed 
in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fanaticism 
of  the  Soudanese.  It  appears  to  me  from 
all  the  arguments  that  have  been  urged 
that  you  are  attempting  to  establish  the 
position  that  in  dealing  withsavage peoples 
you  are  justified  in  naving  recourse  to 
any  measures  which  your  military  com- 
manders recommend  as  necessary.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Leamington  said  the 
other  day  that  we  ought  to  have  recourse  to 
all  methods  of  civilised  warfare  in  these 
matters ;  if  we  have  not,  we  shall  be 
dragged  by  irresistible  compulsion  to  this 
position,  that  we  are  to  crush  and 
humiliate  and  break  the  spirit  of  the 
people  with  whom  we  have  to  deal.  That 
is  the  spirit  which  is  given  expression  to 
to-night.  I  do  not  forget  that  we  too  have 
our  sacred  places,  to  which  we  at  times 
make  pilgrimages.  What  would  be  said 
for  the  Mahometans  if  they  desecrated 
and  destroyed  those  holy  places  ?  In  this 
respect  the  Mahometans  put  us  to  shame, 
for,  although  they  do  not  believe  in 
the  teachings  of  the  Founder  of  Christianity, 
because  He  is  venerated  by  a  great  section 
of  the  human  race  they  also  venerate 
Him.  I  also  believe — I  am  convinced — 
that  on  the  field  of  Omdurman  there  was 
an  unnecessary,  brutal,  and  wholesale 
slaughter  of  the  wounded,  and  I  was 
struck  by  the  contradiction  of  Lord 
Kitchener  to  the  charge  brought  forward. 
The  contradiction  given  by  Lord  Kitchener 


Supply — Grant  to 


was  no  contradiction  at  all,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, whether  British,  Egyptian,  or 
Soudanese,  had  wantonly  killed  many 
wounded.  He  said  he  hardly  thought  it 
likely  that  the  men  who  brought  the 
charges  would  find  an  exponent  of  their 
views  in  Parliament ;  but  if  they  did  he 
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do  this  justice,  however,  to  the  men 
responsible  for  the  present  Government. 
Certainly,  we  do  not  hear  from  them 
that  they  are  carrying  on  these  wars  for 
the  purpose  of  spreading  Christianity. 
They  are  carrying  them  on  for  the  ex- 


categorically  denied  that  the  troops  under  tension  of  trade,  and  it  is  mockery  and 
his  command  did  any  such  thing.  The  j  hypocrisy  to  say  that  the  object  of 
contradiction  was  too  much,  because  it  1  tbege  war8  is  tjje  gcKKj  0f  these  unhappy 
was  idle  to  deny  that  the  troops  did  kill 
the  wounded.     It  is  a  well-known  fact 


races  and  the  spread  of  Christianity,  for 
every  act  done  has  been  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  principles  enunciated  by  the 
Founder  of  that  religion. 


that  in  all  these  Soudanese  battles  it  has 
been  the  habit  to  kill  the  wounded. 
There  was  no  more  humane  man  than 
Gordon  himself  ever  sent  out  by  the 

people  of  this  country,  and  I  have  read  in 

,        .  ,  ,  t     .  .     i  N) .  As  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 

two  works  that  he  was  always  of  opinion     '  • 

'  has  spoken  on  behalf  of  one  section  of  the 
Irish,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  on 
behalf  of  the  other  Irish. 


Colonel   SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 


that  this  evil  might  be  remedied.  He  said, 
"  If  you  go  to  help  them,  these  people  will 
try  and  kill  your  men. "  (Cheers  from  the 
Government  benches.)  Yes,  that  is  so; 
what  is  the  use  of  denying  it  1  Of  course, 
they  have  all  been  killed,  you  cannot  have  it 
both  ways.  My  point  is,  What  is  the  use  of 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  The  Anglo- 
Irish. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  Which  I 


sending  home  a  telegram  saying  that  the  j  tnjnk  in  the  division  lobby  will  show  a 


wounded  have  not  been  killed  when,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  all  have  been  killed? 
You  may  talk  as  you  please  about 
going  into  countries  like  the  Soudan  under 
the  idea  of  bringing  civilisation  to  them. 
You  do  not  do  so.  The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
nothing  was  gained  by  the  unnecessary 
horrors  of  these  expeditions  and  these 
battles.  You  have  been  at  it  now 
25  years,  and  you  have  not  brought 
civilisation  yet.  You  have  turned  a  com- 
paratively peaceful  country  into  a  desert 
waste.  At  all  events,  whatever  its  con- 
dition at  one  time,  there  has  been  ten  times 
the  loss  of  life,  misery,  degradation,  and 
horror  of  every  kind,  since  Europeans 
set  their  feet  in  that  country  under  the 
prostituted  name  of  Christianity,  carry- 
ing in  their  train  murder,  rapine,  whisky, 
disease,  and— the  Bible.  That  is  the 
civilisation  you  have  given  them.  I  must 


majority.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  has  made  a  speech  strongly  depre- 
cative of  the  action  of  Great  Britain  in 
Egypt. 

Mr.  DILLON :  The  Soudan  I  said. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  very  many 
speeches  in  which  he  has  for  many 
years  depreciated  the  action  of  Great 
Britain  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
especially  in  Ireland.  The  two  heroes  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  appeared 
to  admire  most  in  recent  years  are  the 
Mahdi  and  Wolf  Tone,  the  reason  being 
that  the  Mahdi  had  fought  against  Great 
Britain  and  Wolf  Tone  hated  Great 
Britain,  and  was  also  usually  drunk.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  was  tremendously  shocked 
at  the  unburying  of  the  Mahdi's  remains. 
What  is  there  horrible  in  that  1    I  re- 
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membei*  hot  so  very  long  ago  that  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Irish  people  who  sympathised 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  desired  to  show 
their  hatred  for  a  gentleman  who  was  the 
head  of  the  police  in  Ireland,  and  they 
took  up  his  wife's  remains  and  threw  them 
into  a  river.  My  memory  may  fail  me, 
but  I  do  not  remember  that  the  hon. 
Member  then  rose  in  his  place  and  called 
down  the  denunciations  of  all  Christian 
men  on  this  abominable  act.  The  Chris- 
tianity of  the  hon.  Member  seems  to  be 
somewhat  sporadic  in  its  character.  To 
my  mind,  the  shooting  of  a  so-called 
landgrabber,  the  houghing  of  a  cow,  or 
injuring  a  dumb  beast,  is  fifty  times  worse 
than  the  digging  up  of  the  remains  of  a 
dead  fanatic.  I  pass  from  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member,  and  desire  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  the  more  serious  aspect  of  the 
case  as  put  forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Montrose.  I  lis- 
tened tohisspeech  to-night,  and  as  I  listened 
compared  it  with  the  speech  he  delivered 
on  the  25th  of  May,  which  to  my  mind 
explained  the  object  of  the  speech  of  to- 
night. In  the  speech  of  the  25th  of  May 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  brought  a 
bill  of  indictment  against  the  Government 
and  summoned  them  before  the  bar  of 
civilised  opinion.  In  that  speech,  ill  order 
that  we  might  judge  the  Vote  we  are 
discussing  to  night,  he  read  numerous 
letters  giving  an  account  of  all  the  abomi- 
nable cruelty  and  tyranny  we  practised. 
If  it  is  true,  as  has  been  alleged,  that  the 
British  are  bloodthirsty  and  revengeful 
and  deal  cruelly  with  these  native  races, 
then  one  would  expect  them  to  be  univer- 
sally hated  by  the  native  races. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  So  you  are. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  hon.  Member  who  makes 
the  statement  has  never  been  in  Africa. 

Colonel  Saunderson, 
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Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  have 
been  in  Africa. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  Then  I  am 
sorry  the  hon.  Member  did  not  remain 
there.  I  have  been  all  over  these  coun- 
tries, and  I  ask  anyone  who  has  ever 
visited  this  country  to  look  at  the  rela- 
tions which  exist  in  South  Africa  between 
the  natives  and  the  British.  The  whole 
of  the  black  races  are  on  the  British  side 
and  they  hate  the  Boers.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose 
seemed  to  say  that  he  should  deal  all 
round  with  the  black  races  as  he  should 
deal  with  the  white.  I  at  once  deny  that. 
The  ordinary  black  you  meet  with  in 
Africa  is  a  man  with  the  intelligence  of  a 
child  and  the  passions  of  a  man.  In 
dealing  with  a  child  you  restrain  him 
until  his  intellect  has  grown  sufficiently 
to  guide  him.  If  he  were  to  try  that  on 
the  Upper  Congo,  what  would  he  findf 
The  first  thing  the  natives  would  do 
would  be  to  fatten  him  and  then  eat  him. 
Then  as  to  Egypt,  see  what  the  tyrannical 
British  have  done  there.  We  have  been 
masters  of  the  Soudan  for  some  time,  and 
we  intend  to  remain  so ;  we  are  in  Egypt, 
and  intend  to  remain  there;  and  what  have 
we  done  1  We  have  raised  up  out  of  the 
wretched  people  an  army  to  which  it  is  a 
credit  to  belong,  soldiers  worthy  to  stand 
by  our  own  men.  What  about  the 
Soudanese  1  We  have  only  to  think  of 
them  at  Omdurman  under  British  officers. 
So  long  as  a  nation  can  always  produce 
the  right  man  at  the  right  time,  that 
nation  is  on  the  rising  grade.  We,  thank 
God,  are  on  the  rising  grade.  We  are 
told  that  the  whole  country  was  shocked 
at  this  terrible  act  of  desecration.  I  can 
only  speak  for  myself,  and  I  was  not  in 
the  least  shocked  at  the  desecration  of 
the  tomb  of  the  Mahdi.  On  the  contrary, 
I  thought  it  one  of  the  wisest  acts  that 
ever  was  done.  I  do  not  say  it  was  done 
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in  the  right  way.  I  think  it  ought  to 
have  been  carried  out  with  more  ceremony, 
not  out  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
Mahdi,  whose  acts  were  not  calculated  to 
inspire  affection — who  as  a  bloodthirsty 
tyrant  has  left  a  record  which  will 
never  be  forgotten — but  because  I  think 
it  would  have  been  a  wise  thing  to 
attract  the  universal  attention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Soudan,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Omdurman,  to  the  faot  that 
we  had  conquered  the  Mahdi's  oountry, 
and  had  taken  the  bones  of  the  false 
prophet  out  of  their  tomb  and  scattered 
them  to  the  winds.  The  right  honourable 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose 
Borgh  drew  a  terrible  picture  of  our 
men  taking  up  the  corpse  of  the  Mahdi 
and  cracking  off  his  head.  This  has  had 
a  terrible  effect  on  the  Liberal  and  Radical 
Federation.  (Laughter,  and  an  honourable 
Member :  «  Where's  the  joke  ? ")  I  should 
look  upon  it  as  a  joke  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's head  was  cut  off.  I  certainly  think 
it  would  have  been  better,  for  the 
take  of  the  peace  of  the  Soudan, 
if  as  much  notoriety  as  possible 
could  have  been  given  to  what  I  look 
upon  as  having  been  a  very  wise  pro- 
ceeding. It  was  our  duty,  having  taken 
the  country,  to  ensure  its  peace.  Any- 
body who  knows  anything  about  the 
Mahometan  world  is  aware  that  if  we  had 
allowed  a  sort  of  Mecca  to  grow  up  about 
Omdurman  we  should  have  seen  a  re- 
crudescence of  disturbance  which  would 
inevitably  have  led  to  a  vast  expenditure 
of  life  and  money.  I  admit  that  the 
taking  up  of  a  dead  man's  bones  and  the 
scattering  of  them  was  a  very  unfortu- 
nate necessity — a  thing  one  would  not 
choose  to  do ;  and,  from  what  I  know  of 
Lord  Kitchener,  it  was  a  thing  which,  if 
he  had  not  believed  it  to  be  an  impera- 
tive necessity,  he  would  not  have  done. 
He  realised,  knowing  the  country  as  he 


did,  and  knowing  the  nature  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Mahometans,  that  to  leave 
there  a  centre  of  fanaticism  for  a  fanatical 
population  to  dwell  upon  would  have 
been  an  act  of  insanity.  I  not  only 
think  it  was  a  wise  thing  to  dig  up  the 
remains  of  the  Mahdi,  but  I  hope  the 
tomb  itself  will  be  rased  to  the  ground, 
and  nothing  of  it  left.  The  idea  that 
Lord  Kitchener,  who  knocked  the  Mahdi's 
army  into  a  cocked  hat,  was  animated  by 
a  spirit  of  revenge,  is  preposterous.  Can 
anybody  be  foolish  enough  to  believe 
that  he  would  have  revenged  himself  on 
the  dead  bones  of  a  man  he  had  never 
seen  ?  The  idea  of  revenge  could  never 
have  entered  into  the  head  of  Lord 
Kitchener  or  any  other  man  with  a  grain 
of  sense.  It  was  done  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  peace  in  the  Soudan,  and,  so 
far  as  it  was  done  for  that  object,  it 
merit*  the  approval  of  this  country ;  and 
I  hope  the  maudlin  sentimentality  that 
has  been  showered  over  this  act  will  be 
dissipated  to  the  winds  by  the  common- 
sense  of  the  British  people.  We  must 
remember  the  task  we  are  performing  in 
Africa.  We  are  not  there  simply  found- 
ing colonies,  we  are  creating  an  Empire, 
and  in  doing  that  I  believe  we  are  ful- 
filling a  noble  destiny.  We  are  bringing 
into  the  Dark  Continent  civilisation  j  we 
shall  also  bring  peace  and  prosperity,  and 
the  nations  of  the  world  will  do  well  to 
learn  that  it  is  a  dangerous  and  some- 
times a  fatal  thing  to  get  in  the  way  of  a 
nation  that  is  fulfilling  its  destiny. 

Mn.  R.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.) : 
The  case  against  the  argument  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  has  been  a  restatement 
of  the  tyrant's  plea  of  necessity.  But, 
however  calculated  to  be  useful  as  a 
matter  of  order  Lord  Kitchener's  ex- 
pedient might  have  been,  it  was  an 
expedient  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
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put  in  force.  There  are  times  when  you 
must  draw  a  line,  and  say  that  whatever 
may  be  gained,  or  whatever  may  be  lost, 
across  that  line  we  must  not  go.  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether  the  country  can  afford 
to  give  this  grant  of  money.  I  do  not 
think  we  can.  I  listened  most  carefully 
to  the  discussions  on  the  Finance  Bill, 
and  it  seemed  to  me  that  we  are  not  able 
to  pay  our  way  as  we  go  along,  and  that 
wo  are  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the 
proverbial  old  stocking  in  which  we  have 
been  making  provision  for  a  rainy  day. 
If  we  pass  this  Vote  we  shall  have  to 
make  another  excursion  to  the  garret  in 
search  of  the  old  stocking,  and  take  out  of 
it  a  much  larger  sum  than  appears  on  the 
face  of  this  Vote.  If  you  are  going  to 
pay  Lord  Kitchener  for  taking  Omdurman, 
you  will  have  to  give  the  army  some- 
thing as  well,  because  the  army,  even 
from  Lord  Kitchener's  own  testimony,  did 
half  the  work.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
bravery  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  there 
would  not  have  been  nearly  so  many 
Dervishes  killed.  Dervishes,  fighting  in 
defence  of  their  faith  and  their  father- 
land, are,  I  understand,  tolerably  formid- 
able enemies,  but  our  brave  soldiers  did 
not  mind  that.  They  knew  that  if  they 
once  got  behind  their  killing  machinery 
they  could  mow  down  these  ridiculous 
enthusiasts  like  ninepins,  at  900  and 
even  1,000  yards  distance ;  and  they  did 
it  bravely  and  splendidly.  As  has  been 
rightly  said,  they  killed  more  men  per 
minute  than  have  been  killed  in  any  pre- 
vious war.  In  short,  "  it  was  a  glorious 
victory,"  and  aro  these  men  to  get  nothing  1 
When  the  working  classes,  out  of  whose 
pockets  a  very  large  portion  of  this  grant 
must  come,  consider  this  Vote,  they  will 
not  like  the  differential  treatment  of  the 
General  and  the  men.  "  This  is  just  the 
old  story  over  again,"  they  will  say — 
"  the  aristocratic  head  official  gets  every- 
Mr.  R.  Wallace. 


thing,  while  the  poor  man  who  risks  his 
life  and  docs  the  work  gets  nothing."  *  

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  I  should 
like  to  say  just  a  few  words  before 
this  debate  concludes,  and  to  briefly  refer 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose.  I 
regret  that  the  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to 
make  the  speech  which  he  has  made.  The 
harm  that  is  done  by  speeches  of  that  kind 
is  difficult  to  estimate ;  and  it  is  the  more 
dangerous  because  the  attack  is  by  inu- 
endo  and  not  direct.  The  essence  of  the 
charge  is  now  withdrawn,  and  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  policy  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  says  that  Lord  Cromer's 
opinion  is  not  of  the  first  importance. 
Why  1  Because  he  has  not  been  in  the 
Soudan.  But  is  not  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Cromer  as  valuable,  if  not  more  valuable, 
than  that  of  any  other  man  in  Egypt  or 
out  of  it  ?  The  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man did  not  cite  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Kitchener  himself,  and  I  oan  hardly 
imagine,  next  to  that  of  Lord  Cromer, 
an  opinion  more  valuable  than  Lord 
Kitchener's.  As  to  the  question  of  policy, 
that  should  not  have  been  dealt  with  in 
the  language  generally  associated  with 
great  political  crimes.    We  are  conscious 


*At  this  point  the  hon.  Member  was  appa- 
rently seized  with  momentary  faintness. 
"His  voice  faltered,  be  could  not  read  his 
notes  or  find  his  eye-glass,  nor  could  he 
drink,  or  even  hold  in  his  hands  the  glass  of 
water  that  was  passed  to  him  from  the  front 
Opposition  bench.  He  sat  down  abruptly, 
and,  after  a  painful  pause,  Mr.  Arnold-Forster 
continued  the  debate."—  {The  Times).  Mr. 
Wallace  was  removed  to  Westminster  Hos- 
pital, where  he  expired  at  two  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  June—within  three  hours 
of  his  rising  to  address  the  House.  The  eause 
of  death  is  stated  to  have  been  cerebral 
congestion. 
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of  the  danger  to  this  country  of  allowing  I  gretted  that  Lord  Kitchener  did  not 


our  people  to  get  out  of  hand.  We  have 
known  it  for  centuries,  and  have  for 
centuries  been  providing  every  safeguard 
against  the  evil  it  might  do ;  and  no 
nation  in  the  world,  I  assert,  has  succeeded 
so  well  or  so  far  in  this  respect  as  we 
have.  It  is  hard,  when  we  know  what 
our  people  are  doing  and  refraining  from 
doing,  that  their  efforts  should  be  mini- 
mised by  such  an  unfortunate  speech  as 
that  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
opposite. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  should 
have  liked  very  much  to  reply  to  the 
speech  of  the  Member  for  North  Armagh, 
but  I  must  pay  some  regard  to  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour  and  the  patience  of 
honourable  Members.  With  regard  to  the 
desecration  of  the  Mahdi's  body,  I  submit 
that  we  have  no  right  to  do  what  is 
morally  wrong,  even  if  it  be  politically 
right.  England  is  supposed  to  be  the 
elevator  of  nations,  but  in  her  actions 
towards  other  nations  she  takes  a  lower 
tone,  and  in  this  matter  it  is  proposed  to 
sanction  a  foul  and  disgusting  outrage. 
It  grieves  me  to  think  I  am  in  opposition 
to  Lord  Rosebery  in  this  matter.  Lord 
Rosebery  thinks  we  ought  to  give  Lord 
Kitchener  £30,000  on  becoming  a  peer. 
I  always  thought  it  was  those  who  re- 
ceived the  peerages  who  paid.  The  pro- 
posed grant— £30,000—  was  exactly  the 
sum  of  Mr.  Hooley's  cheque  which  he 
thought  would  work  miracles  and  make 
him  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  England — a 
member  of  the  Carlton  Club.  I  am  not 
going  through  the  various  reasons  which 
We  been  given  in  justification  of  this 
grant.  I  can  only  say  that  the  desecration 
of  the  Mahdrs  body  is  a  denial  by  a  pro- 
fessedly Christian  nation  of  the  immortality 
of  the  soul.   It  is  very  much  to  be  re- 
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recollect  and  follow  the  words  and 
example  of  Charles  V.,  who,  when  urged 
by  Catholic  advisers  to  wreck  vengeance 
on  the  tomb  of  Luther,  replied,  "  I  war 
not  with  the  dead,  but  with  the  living." 


Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Walsall) :  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  Government  to  the  action 
of  Lord  Kitchener  with  regard  to  Chris- 
tian missions.    He  desires  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Soudanese,  and  has  raised 
£100,000  to  found  an  Educational  College 
in  memory  of  General  Gordon.    He  has, 
however,   excluded   from  the  subjects 
taught  that  which  was  the  root  of  Gor- 
don's strength,  the  mainspring  of  his 
actions,  and  what  he  most  of  all  desired 
to  give  to  the  nations  -  -namely,  the  Chris- 
tian religion.    For  the  establishment  of 
a  mission  the  funds  have  been  subscribed 
and  the  men  are  ready  to  go,  but  Lord 
Kitchener  has  forbidden  them  to  enter 
Khartoum,  through  fear,  it  is  believed,  of 
complications  with  the  French.    I  expect 
that  that  danger  has  probably  by  this  time 
passed  away.    It  has  been  stated  in  the 
newspapers  that  Cardinal  Vaughan  is  or- 
ganising a  Roman  Mission  which  is  to  take 
the  place  of  i,he  Italian  priests  who  had 
been  expelled,  and  it  seems  to  be  time  to 
remove  the  embargo  on  Protestant  mis- 
sions, and  not  to  follow  the  mistaken, 
cowardly  policy  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany of  excluding  missions  for  many  years, 
only  to  find  that  in  the  Mutiny  the  Chris- 
tian converts  saved  India  for  England.  1 
hope  that  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  given  to  the  subject. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  393  ; 
Noes,  51.   (Division  List  No.  google 
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Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Aird,  John 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  W.  (Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Allhusen.  A.  Henry  Eden 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
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Arnold- Forster2  Hugh  O. 
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Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Henry 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
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Bagnt,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Hailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baud,  John  G.  Alexander 
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Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt  Hn  A  J  (M'nch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
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Bartley,  George,  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plnnket 
Bath urst,  Hon  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach.RtHn  SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Beach,  W  W  Branston  (Hants) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Regg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 

Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beresford.  Lord  Charles 

Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 

laddulph,  Michael 

Bigwood,  James 

Bin,  Charles 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Augustine 

Blakiston- Houston,  John 

Blundell.  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 

Boulnois,  Edmund 

Bowles.CaptH.F.  (Middlesex) 

Brassey,  Albert 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 

Brown,  Alexander  H. 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bryce,  Rt.  Hn.  James 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Bullard,  Sir  Harry 

Burdett-Coutts,  W. 

Butcher,  John  George 

Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 

Campbell -Banner-man,  Sir  H. 

CarlUe,  William  Walter 

Causton,  Richard  Knight 

Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 

Cavendish,  V. C.W.( Derby sh.) 

Cayzer.  Sir  Charles  William 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 

Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 


Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.J(Birm) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin.  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  (Plymouth) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  C.  E..  H.  Athole 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  F.  L.  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cornwallis,  F.  Stanley  W. 
Cotton- Jodrell.-  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  E.  B.  (Harrow) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport,  W.  Bromley  - 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Davie*,  M.Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-HartlandSirFreaDixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 


Duckworth,  James 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dyke.Rt.  HonSir  William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evan8,SirFrancisH(SoutlTton) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon.AilwynEdward 
Ferguson,  R.  C.Munroe(Leith) 
Fergu88on,RtHn.  Sir J  ( Manc'r) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank.  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  WUliam 
FitzGerald ,  Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 


Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbs,Hn.  AG  H(CityofLond.) 
Gibbs,Hon.Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Godson,SirAugustu8Frederick 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldswortby,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst  .Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen.Rt  HnGJ  (S.George's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Grey,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Walford  D.  (Wednes.) 
Greene.Henry  D.  (Shrewsb'y.) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hall,  Rt.Hon.Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury.Rt.  Hon.RobertWm. 
Han  Ron,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon- Hodge,  RobertTrotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  A.  (Down,  West) 
Hill,  Sir  E.  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  B.  (Hampetead) 
Hob  house,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York  W.R.) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  W.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howorth.  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt.  Q.  W.  G.- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R  ) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jebb,  "Richard  Claverhousc 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
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John  son-Ferguson,  JabezEdw. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Jones,  DavidBrynmo  r(  Swans'  a 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kanyon,  James 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 

Kinloch,  Sir  J.  George  Smyth 
Kiteon,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lambert,  George 
Lanrie,  Lieut -General 
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Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
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Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leese,Sir  J  osephF.  ( Accrington 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
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Lowe,  Francis  William 
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Lowther,  RtHon James  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubbock.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-ShadweU,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maodona,  John  Camming 
Haclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclnre,  Sir  John  William 
M*  Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M-Calmont,  H.  L.  B.  (Camhs.) 
M"Calmont,  Col.  J.  (Antri,mE 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis  (Edinb'h,  W 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Edward  Wm.J. 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
MaxwelLRt.  Hon.SirHerbertE 
Melville,  Beresford  Yalentine 
MevBey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
Milbank,  Sir  P.  C.  John 
Mildmay.  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Montagu  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  C.  (Breconshire) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
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Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray.  C.  J.  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 

Newark,  Viscount 
Newdigate,  Francis  A. 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninan 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 

Oldroyd,  Mark 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Palmer,  Sir  CharlesM(  Durham 
Palmer,  George  Wm.  (Reading 
Parkee,  Ebenezer 
Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 
Pearson.  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
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Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 

Perks,  Robert  William 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
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Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Priestley.Sir  W.Overend(Edin 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

Quilter,  Sir  Cothbert 

Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
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Ridley,  Rt,  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hon.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Robson.  William  Snowdon 
Rothschild,  Hon.  L.  Walter 
Round,  James 
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Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
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Sandys,  Liet-Col.  T.  Myles 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hn.  Col.  E.J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
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Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  E.  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lancashire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'T. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
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Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  Rt.  Hn  JG(Oxf  dUniv.  )* 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,E.) 
Thomas,Alfred  (Glamorgn.E.)" 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
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Wanklvn,  James  Leslie 
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Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St  Pancras) 
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William8,JosepbPowell-(Birm 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
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Tellers  for  the  Ayks.— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Atherley-Jonea,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry---.-.- 
Burt,  Thomas  | 

e—'if*  IXEK  RHEA  BBE/V 
ero'n,  SirC.  (Glasgow 
Channing,  Francis  Alls  ton 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S,) 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
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Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Ellis,  John  Edward 
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Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry,  S.) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 

Labouchere,  Henry 
Lawson,Sir  Wfd.  (Cumb'land) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 

MacAleese,  Daniel 

MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

M'Cartan,  Michael 

M'Dermott,  Patrick 

M 'Ghee,  Richard 

Morley,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose) 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
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O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
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Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
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Priestley,  firiggs  (Yorks.) 

Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Roberto,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Sonttar,  Robinson 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadraan,  WUliam  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

Tully,  Jasper 

Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Williams,JohnCarvell(Nott8,) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham.  Mid.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— 
Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Henry  J. 
Wilson. 


It  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman  Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow, 
left  the  chair^to  make  his  Report  to  the  Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Wednesday. 
House.  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after 

Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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Woodhouse  and  Conisbrough  Railway 
(Abandonment). 

Coalville  Urban  District  Gas. 

Glastonbury  Water. 

Queen's  Ferry  Bridge. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  June  6th  1899. 


ROYAL  ASSENT. 


COMMISSION. 


The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent: 

Solicitors. 

Supreme  Court  (Appeals). 

Public  Libraries  (Scotland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment. 

Metropolitan  Water  Companies. 

Education  Department  Provisional 
Order  Confirmation  (Swansea). 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.l). 

St.  Andrew's  Burgh  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation. 

Rushden  and  Higham  Ferrers  District 
Gas.  8 

.  Dford  Urban  District  Council  (Rates). 

Aberdeen  Harbour. 

Heme  Bay  Water. 

Walton-on-Thames  and  Weybridge  Gas. 

Crowborough  District  Gas. 

St.  David's  Water  and  Gas. 

Clay  Cross  Water. 

Glasgow  District  Subway. 

Loughborough  and  Sheepshed  Railway. 

Dublin  Improvement  (Bull  Alley  Area). 

Bristol  Floods  Prevention. 

Perth  Water,  Police,  and  Gas. 

Vale  of  Glamorgan  Railway. 

Wallasey  Tramways  and  Improve- 
ments. 

Northern  Assurance  Company. 

Tenterden  Railway. 

Surrey  Commercial  Docks. 

Horaforth  Urban  District  Council 
(Water). 

Burley-in-Wharfedale  Urban  District 
Water. 

Nuneaton  and  Chilvera  Coton  Urban 
District  Council  Water. 

VOL.  LXXII.     [Fourth  Series.] 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


TheLORD  CHANCELLORacquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certifi- 
cates from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

LONDON,    CHATHAM,    AND  DOVER 
RAILWAY. 

LEITH  HARBOUR  AND  DOCKS. 

BELFAST  WATER 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  not  been  complied  with  : 

BELFAST  CORPORATION. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Monday  next. 

BELFAST  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Examiner's    Certificates  of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Monday  next. 

LONDON,    BRIGHTON,   AND  SOUTH- 
COAST  RAILWAY  (PENSIONS)  BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 

SHOTLEY    BRIDGE    AND  CONSETT 
DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 

TRANSVAAL  MORTGAGE  LOAN  AND 
FINANCE  COMPANY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Reported  with  amendments. 

AYR  BURGH  BILL. 
Read  2a,  and  committed.  f^r»r*nIo 
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heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the 
Bills. 


LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL 
DLL.]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

NORTH  -  EASTERN  AND  HULL  AND 
BARNSLEY  RAILWAYS  (JOINT 
DOCK)  BILL  [H.L.J. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

NORTH  -  EASTERN     RAILWAY  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

ILFORD  GAS  BILL, 

Read  3a  with  the  amendments ;  further 
amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  TRAMWAYS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  CORPORATION 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [h.l.]. 

FISHGUARD  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

BARRY  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

RHONDDA   URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL BILL. 

WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills ;  (viz.), 

D.  Northumberland  (chairman), 

E.  Bradford, 
L.  Clonbrock, 

L.  Clanwilliam  (E.  Clanwilliam), 

L.  Crawshaw. 

Agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  of  the  clock ;  and 
all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be 


BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  la ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  la ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

BROUGHTY  FERRY  GAS  AND  PAVING 
ORDER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to. 

EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(ABERAVON,  ETC.)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to. 


Norfolk  estuary  bill  [h.l.j. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 


to. 


BRIGG  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
amendments  agreed  to. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION) 
ACT  (1889)  EXTENSION  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
amendment  agreed  to. 

HULL,  BARNSLEY  AND  WEST  RIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 
BILL  [h.l.} 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 

with  an  amendment. 

ST.  ALBANS  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  amendments. 

JONES'S  DIVORCE  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Message  from  the  Commons  for  copy  of 
the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  this 
House  ;  together  with  the  proceedings  and 
the  documents  deposited  in  the  case: 
Ordered  to  be  communicated,  with  a  re- 
quest that  they  may  be  returned. 

EDUCATION    DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL   ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Read  3a  (according  to   order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 
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PILOTAGE  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILL. 
3a   (according  to  order),  and 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted: The  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  <No.  4)  BILL. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  Thursday  next. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order). 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order). 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order). 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order). 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT, 
1888  (SECTION  31). 

Sixth  Eeport  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  proceedings  under  section  31  of  the 
Act,  including  proceedings  upon  com- 
plaints made  under  section  1  of  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1894. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (JUDICIAL 
RENTS). 

Return  for  the  month  of  November 
1898. 

ALDERSHOT  (SEWAGE  FARM  AND 
DAIRY). 

Report  on  the  condition  of  the  Alder- 
shot  Camp  Sewage  Farm,  and  of  the 
dairy  maintained  upon  it. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Order  in  Council  of  19th  May  1899, 
authorising  an  increase  in  the  clerical 


establishment  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Northern  Lighthouses,  and  in  the  salary 
of  Mr.  William  Coats,  accountant  and 
cashier  to  the  Commissioners. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
AMENDMENT  ACT,  1875. 

Order  in  Council  of  19th  May  1899, 
amending  the  Order  in  Council  of  28th 
July  1893,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
South-Eastern  Circuit. 

GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ACTS, 
1865-1869. 

Order  in  Council  of  19th  May  1899, 
authorising  the  grant  of  a  special  gratuity 
to  Mrs.  Lynch. 

COLONIAL  PROBATES  ACT,  1892. 
Order  in  Council  of  19th  May  1899, 
applying  the  Colonial  Probates  Act,  1892, 
to  the  Colony  of  Queensland. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Rule  made  by  the  Intermediate  Educa- 
cation  Board  for  Ireland  appointing  the 
places  at  which  examinations  for  1899 
shall  be  held. 

INDIA  (PROGRESS  AND  CONDITION). 

Statement  exhibiting  the  moral  and 
material  progress  and  condition  of  India 
during  the  year  1897-98  :  Thirty-fourth 
number.  Laid  before  the  House  (pur- 
suant to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


PETITION. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATION  (BOROUGH 
FUNDS)  ACT,  1872. 

Petition  for  amendment  of ;  of  Urban 
District  Council  of  Leadgate;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PREVENTION  OF  CORRUPTION  BILL. 

[H.L.] 

Second  Beading. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Lord  RUSSELL  of  KILLOWEN: 
My  Lords,  having  explained  the  prin- 
ciples and  provisions  of  the  Bill  at 
considerable  length  on  the  occasion  of  its 
introduction,  I  do  not  intend,  in  moving  its 
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Second  Reading,  to  delay  your  Lordships 
by  making  more  than  a  very  few  observa- 
tions. The  Bill  has  not  only  been  largely 
discussed  in  the  Press,  but  it  has  also  been 
very  generally  considered  by  the  Chambers 
of  Commerce,  the  Trade  Associations,  and 
the  various  Co-operative  Associations 
throughout  the  country,  and  there  has 
been  a  unanimous  opinion  expressed  by 
these  various  authorities  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  I  would  go 
further,  and  say,  in  favour  of  a  stringent 
measure  to  enforce  the  principle  of  this 
Bill.  This  is  not  merely  an  opinion  which 
has  been  expressed  apart  from  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  Bill  itself,  because 
the  Bill  has  been  widely  circulated  by 
myself  amongst  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce, and  the  opinions  they  have 
expressed  have  been  arrived  at  after 
consideration  of  the  actual  provisions  of 
the  Measure.  I  do  not  desire  that  your 
Lordships  should  understand  that  in  all 
the  details  of  the  Bill  these  various  bodies 
agree,  but  the  great  majority  of  them 
have  expressed  a  general  approval  of  the 
Bill  as  it  stands.  I  have  myself  been  in 
communication  with  representatives  of 
certain  interests  that  might  be  supposed 
to  be  affected  by  the  Bill  if  it  became 
Law — persons  representing  Bankers,  In- 
surance Companies,  and  Solicitors.  I 
have  listened  to  the  representations  they 
have  made,  and  have  very  little  doubt 
that  in  Committee  I  shall  be  able  to  make 
such  alterations  in  the  Bill  as  will  meet 
any  just  objections  they  may  be  inclined 
to  put  forward  to  its  provisions.  In 
moving  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  I 
will  conclude  by  stating  the  course  I 
propose  to  take  if ,  as  I  should  hope  I  may 
anticipate,  your  Lordships  give  the  Bill 
a  Second  Reading  this  evening.  I  intend 
to  put  it  down  for  the  Committee  stage 
on  Thursday  ;  and,  inasmuch  as  it  would 
be  much  more  convenient  that  the  Bill 
should  go  before  a  Committee,  whether  a 
Select  Committee  or  a  Grand  Committee, 
to  be  considered  in  detail,  with  all  the 
Amendments  printed — and  I  may  mention 
that  the  number  of  Amendments  which  I 
have  to  propose  is  not  inconsiderable 
— I  shall  propose  on  Thursday  to  recommit 
the  Bill  pro  forma,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
reprinted  with  the  Amendments.  I  now 
beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Moved — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2a."— The  Lord 
Russell  of  Killowm. 

Lord  Russell 


*The  LORD  BISHOP  of  LONDON: 
My  Lords,  this  Bill,  as  the  Preamble 
states,  is  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop 
to  a  practice  which  is  producing  great  evils 
by  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  community) 
and  from  that  point  of  view  I  cannot  ab- 
stain from  taking  a  great  interest  in  the 
Bill,  and  from  expressing  the  hope  that  it 
will  successfully  pass  through  your  Lord- 
ships' House.  If  the  Bill  was  concerned 
solely  with  what  is 'called  commercial 
morality,  I  should  not  have  ventured  to 
address  the  House  upon  it ;  but  it  concerns 
all  pecuniary  dealings  between  man  and 
man.  It  deals  with  a  practice  which  taints 
almost  everything  men  are  able  to  do  one 
with  another.  It  deals  with  a  mischief, 
the  principle  of  which  is  that  no  money  is 
to  be  passed  from  one  person  to  another 
without  some  of  it  sticking  to  the  fingers 
of  everyone  who  touches  it.  Such  a 
principle  as  that,  which  meets  with  mute 
and  tacit  acceptance  by  society,  really 
constitutes  a  very  great  danger,  and  pre- 
vents us  from  trusting  even  those  who  are 
in  our  most  intimate  employment ;  it  pre- 
vents them,  when  they  wish  to  be  strictly 
honest,  from  entirely  succeeding,  and  it 
removes  the  basis  of  confidence  which  it  is 
so  desirable  to  maintain  in  all  the  dealings 
which  we  have  one  with  another.  If  this 
practice  only  extended  to  the  matter  of 
gratuities  passing  between  one  person  and 
another  upon  every  transaction  that  took 
place,  though  it  might  be  exceedingly 
undesirable,  yet  it  might  not  be  entirely 
reprehensible.  There  was  a  time,  I 
believe,  when  even  the  occupants  of  the 
Judicial  Bench  received  gratuities  from 
those  whom  they  tried ;  and,  though  it 
might  be  urged  that  if  they  received  them 
impartially  from  both  parties,  and  decided 
the  case  according  to  the  evidence,  no  par- 
ticular harm  was  done,  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  the  practice  was  not  one 
calculated  to  promote  honourable  dealings 
between  the  parties.  Even  the  passing  of 
gratuities  is  exceedingly  undesirable ;  out 
it  is  impossible  that  the  evil  can  stop  short 
there.  Gratuities  rapidly  give  an  oppor- 
tunity for  blackmailing,  which  is  one  of 
those  incidents  of  ordinary  life  to  which 
we  must  all  feel  a  deep-seated  objection. 
The  process  by  which  blackmailing  is 
reached  is  a  very  simple  one.  For  instance, 
the  representative  of  a  firm  doing  business 
with  another  firm  on  a  tolerably  large 
scale  may  get  a  letter  from  the  principal 
foreman  suggesting  that  a  subscription  to 
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welcomed  The  subscription  is  given,  and 
then  the  area  of  subscriptions  rapidly 
extends.  Clubs,  feasts,  festivals,  athletic 
sports,  and  every  pursuit  of  the  employees 
of  the  firm  which  receives  goods  are  brought 
forward  as  deserving  of  support  in  one  form 
or  another,  and  eventually  a  period  is 
reached  when  the  communications  become 
of  a  somewhat  more  personal  character,  and 
when  a  postscript  is  attached  giving  the 
private  address  of  the  writer.  That  is 
the  beginning  of  an  indication  that,  unless 
a  gratuity  is  given  immediately  to  the 
correspondent,  some  objection  will  be 
taken  to  the  goods  that  are  supplied,  and 
the  commercial  transaction  maybe  brought 
to  an  end.  It  is  obvious  that  the  existence 
of  a  state  of  things  such  as  this  is  de- 
structive of  all  morality  between  man  and 
man.  I  have  been  informed  of  a  case  that 
is  still  worse,  where  a  foreman  received 
from  a  firm  a  whole  sheaf  of  postal  orders 
with  the  request  that  they  might  be  dis- 
tributed among  foremen  of  other  firms, 
accompanied  by  written  instructions  as  to 
the  way  in  which  the  recipients  were  to 
pick  holes  and  find  fault  with  the  goods  sup- 
plied by  another  firm  which  the  first  firm 
meant  to  cut  out  in  the  trade.  I  need 
not  enlarge  upon  the  report  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  supplies  an 
adequate  number  of  instances  in  which 
the  principle  of  gratuities  rapidly  develops 
into  blackmail.  I  suppose  we  are  all 
agreed  as  to  the  great  evil  of  these  illicit 
secret  payments,  but  I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  there  may  be  some  differences 
of  opinion  whether  or  no  the  practice  can  be 
stopped  by  legislation.  I  take  a  high  view 
both  of  the  functions  and  possibilities  of 
legislation.  It  is  quite  true  that  men 
cannot  be  made  virtuous  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  at  least  temptations  can  be  re- 
moved from  their  path,  and  it  can  be  made 
more  possible  for  men  to  be  virtuous  than 
vicious.  One  function  of  the  law,  at  all 
events,  is  that  it  should  express  the 
public  conscience,  .and  so  break  down 
corrupt  conventions.  There  is  nothing 
more  difficult  or  moro  important  than  to 
break  down  the  conventions  of  society 
when  they  become  corrupt.  It  is  very 
hard  for  an  individual  to  resist  them  by 
himself,  or  to  raise  an  isolated  voice 
against  them  ;  and  it  is  only  when  he  has 
something  to  support  him  that  he  can 
really  hope  to  succeed  in  escaping  from 
them.  These  conventions  cannot  be 
attacked  by  legislation  until  they  have 
reached  a  point  at  which  they  are  ready 


to  fall,  and  on  this  question  of  corrupt 
practices  I  venture  to  think  that  con- 
ventions of  trade  have  reached  a  point 
when  they  are  ready  to  fall  if  a  sufficient 
impulse  is  given  to  them.  There  are  many 
who  are  groaning  under  them,  and  who 
only  require  some  such  support  as  this  Bill, 
if  passed,  will  give  them  to  enable  them 
to  free  themselves.  Trade  custom  in  itself 
is  very  hard  to  contend  against.  It  is 
not  so  much  a  regulation  or  a  habit  as  an 
atmosphere  in  which  ordinary  morality 
has  often  to  be  abandoned,  frequently 
with  a  sigh  on  the  part  of  those  who. 
adandon  it.  There  are,  however,  many 
who  long  to  get  back  to  that  ordinary 
morality  which  in  their  private  life  they 
can  afford  to  practise,  but  which  they  are 
compelled  to  put  on  one  side  in  their 
commercial  life.  How  are  they  to  do  so  ? 
If  a  man  says  to  one  who  asks  him  to 
consent  either  to  give  or  to  receive  an 
illicit  commission,  "  You  are  asking  me  to 
do  a  dishonourable  act,"  the  answer  is, 
"  If  you  want  to  keep  your  honour  you 
should  not  come  here."  If  he  says,  "  You 
ask  me  to  do  an  illegal  act,"  the  answer 
is,  "What  does  it  matter,  there  is  no 
penalty  1 "  But  when  he  is  in  a  position 
to  say,  "  You  are  asking  me  to  commit  a 
misdemeanour  for  which  you  and  I  can 
bo  imprisoned,"  the  position  becomes 
entirely  different.  It  is  by  the  introduction 
of  that  position,  and  by  giving  that  support, 
that  a  corrupt  convention  can  be  broken 
down,  evilhabits  adandoned,  and  a  new  start 
made.  The  great  force  of  law,  after  all, 
lies  jn  its  power  of  isolation,  tracing  an 
offence  back  to  its  causes,  and  onwards  to 
its  consequences.  It  is  useless  to  say  that 
the  law  has  not  succeeded  in  the  past. 
The  law  has  succeeded.  A  representative 
of  a  great  firm  to  whom  I  was  talking  on 
this  Bubject  told  me  that  in  his  dealings 
with  foreign  countries  he  was  compelled 
to  give  bribes  to  obtain  orders,  and  in 
dealing  with  firms  in  this  country  gratui- 
ties had  also  to  be  given.  "But,"  he 
added,  "  there  is  one  class  of  the  com- 
munity— those  who  bear  Her  Majesty's 
Commission — in  dealing  with  whom  there 
is  no  suggestion  of  a  gratuity."  There  is, 
therefore,  one  class  above  suspicion.  An 
Act  of  Parliament  has  been  passed  to  en- 
force upon  public  bodies  the  same 
standard  as  that  which  prevails  amongst 
those  who  hold  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion ;  and  I  venture  to  thjnk  the  time  has 
arrived  when  that  Act  should  l>e  extended 
universally,  when  the  whole  community 
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deserves  the  same  protection,  and  when 
the  same  sentiment  of  honour  may  be 
encouraged  in  the  mind  of  everybody, 
because  they  have  behind  them  the  law 
which  explains  and  enforces  the  true 
meaning  of  their  actions,  and  gives  them 
the  necessary  stimulus  to  be  true  to  what, 
in  their  own  hearts,  they  know  to 
be  right,  and  to  stand  up  for  upright- 
ness in  their  dealings  one  with  another.  No 
doubt  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  will  meet 
with  close  criticism,  but  the  acceptance 
of  its  principle  will,  I  am  quite  sure,  be 
welcomed  by  the  sound  majority  of  the 
commercial  world,  who  will  feel  their 
hands  strengthened  in  resisting  the 
tyranny  of  the  petty  dishonesty  which  at 
present  weaves  its  meshes  around  them  in 
a  way  which  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  for 
them  to  overcome  without  such  help  as 
this  Bill  provides. 

The  MARQUESS  of  LONDON- 
DERRY :  My  Lords,  I  cannot  but  think 
that  this  Bill  is  one  that  should  be  only 
alluded  to  and  supported  or  opposed  by 
those  whom  I  may  call  legal  experts  on 
this  somewhat  complicated  question ;  but 
I  am  quite  sure  we  all  welcome  the 
admirable  speech  which  has  just  been  de- 
livered by  the  right  reverend  Prelate, 
who  has  touched  upon  the  question  from  a 
moral  and  thoroughly  practical  point  of 
view.  I  confess  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  feel  considerable  diffidence 
in  rising  to  address  your  Lordships  on 
this  question,  and,  indeed,  I  should  not 
do  so  but  for  the  fact  that  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  a  most  impor- 
tant Chamber  of  Commerce — the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  Belfast — 
the  members  of  which  watch  with  a  very 

J'ealous  eye  all  measures  that  come  before 
'arliament,  and  do  me  the  great  honour 
of  asking  me  to  criticise  or  put  forward 
their  views  when  any  measure  in  which 
they  are  interested  comes  before  your 
Lordships'  House.  The  Belfast  Chamber 
of  Commerce  have  taken  considerable 
interest  in  this  Bill,  and,  like  all  right- 
thinking  business  men,  they  regard  its 
object  as  most  laudable.  At  the  same 
time,  they  would  feel  greatly  obliged  to 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  if  be  could  see  his  way  in  Com- 
mittee to  make  some  slight  alterations 
which  would  meet  their  views.  As  I 
understand,  this  Bill  was  originally  recom- 
mended to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
Jiishop  of  London, 
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opposite,  and,  consequently,  to  your 
Lordships'  House,  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  City  of  London.  The 
Bill,  as  it  then  stood,  was  closely  con- 
sidered by  the  Chamber  to  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  belong,  and  some  of  its 
provisions  did  not  meet  with  their  ap- 
proval. They  consequently  issued  a  draft 
on  first  reading  that  Bill,  and  in  that  draft 
they  protested  against  a  provision  which 
appeared  in  one  of  the  clauses  to  the 
effect  that  every  case  of  undisclosed  com- 
mission or  inducement  should  be  deemed 
to  be  corrupt  and,  ipso  facto,  punishable. 
Since  that  draft  was  issued  a  considerable 
change  has  been  made  in  the  provision 
referred  to,  and  it  has  been  amended  in 
such  a  way  that  no  consideration  given 
or  offered  to  any  agent,  by  any  person 
having  business  relations  with  the  prin- 
cipal of  such  agent,  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  been  corruptly  given  or  offered  when 
it  is  proved  that  the  principal  had  given 
his  consent  thereto,  or  that  the  considera- 
tion was  not  calculated  or  intended,  and 
had  no  tendency,  to  corrupt  the  agent  by 
inducing  him  to  do  or  to  leave  undone 
something  contrary  to  his  duty,  or  by 
creating  any  other  undue  influence  on  the 
mind  of  the  agent.  The  Belfast  Chamber 
of  Commerce  welcome  the  change  in 
Clause  3,  which  has  been  made  under  the 
auspices  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  But  there  are 
two  clauses  in  the  Bill  which  they  think 
will  work  harshly  and  unjustly  - 1  allude 
to  Clauses  7  and  8,  which  the  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  consider  of  some- 
what too  wide  and  drastic  a  character. 
They  consider  that  there  might  be  greater 
leniency  shown  in  certain  cases  be- 
tween a  donor  and  a  recipient,  and 
that  there  should  be  a  difference  made 
between  persons  between  whom  fiduciary 
relations  exist  and  those  between  whom 
no  such  relations  exist.  They  also  con- 
sider that  hard  cases  might  arise  under 
these  clauses,  and  that  persons  might  be 
injuriously  affected  who  had  no  intention 
to  carry  on  their  business  except  in  a 
bond  fide  manner.  In  a  report  sent  to 
me  examples  have  been  given  to  show 
that  it  would  be  possible  for  recom- 
mendations to  be  given  in  a  perfectly 
bond  fide  manner  to  employ  a  aoctor  or 
solicitor,  or  to  patronise  a  particular 
establishment ;  but  apparently  under  the 
Bill  any  gift  or  advantage  conferred  in 
recognition  of  such  friendly  offices,  even 
a  return  of  similar  recommendation?, 
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might  be  treated  as  a  criminal  offence. 
The  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce  speak 
in  the  highest  possible  terms  in  support 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  dealing  with 
the  giving  to  agents  of  false  or  misleading 
accounts  or  receipts,  and  they  consider 
these  very  excellent  provisions.  There 
is  one  other  point  upon  which  the  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  offer  a  sugges- 
tion, and  it  is  that  prosecutions  under 
this  Bill,  when  it  becomes  an  Act,  should, 
so  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  be  in- 
stituted by  the  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland.  They  are  of  opinion  that  if  a 
provision  to  that  effect  were  inserted 
frivolous  objections  would  not  be  raised, 
and  they  consider  that  it  would  be  the 
means,  to  a  great  extent,  of  avoiding  the 
blackmailing  of  innocent  people.  I  know 
quite  well  that  these  are  questions  which 
should  be  dealt  with  in  Committee,  and 
I  feel  that  I  owe  your  Lordships  an 
apology  for  having  brought  under  your 
attention  so  many  details  at  this  stage  of 
the  Bill ;  but,  as  a  member  of  an  im- 
portant Chamber  of  Commerce,  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  bring  before  the  House  the 
opinions  of  the  Chamber  upon  the  Bill, 
so  as  to  give  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  is  in  charge  of  it  an  opportunity  of 
thinking  over  the  suggestions,  and,  I 
hope,  eventually  acquiescing  in  them. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (the 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  My  Lords,  I  should 
be  very  sorry  indeed  to  utter  a  discordant 
note,  and  I  suppose  if  it  were  put  in  an 
abstract  form  nobody  would  deny  that 
there  ought  to  be  punishment  for  bribing 
an  agent  to  betray  his  principal.  The 
only  observation  I  have  to  make  has  been 
in  a  measure  anticipated  by  the  noble 
Marquess,  and  it  is  that  several  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  might  be  misunder- 
stood, and  possibly  might  work  injustice 
by  operating  in  a  direction  quite  the  con- 
trary to  what  is  intended.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  go  further  into  criticisms  of  this 
sort,  not  only  because  this  is  not  the 
period  for  criticism  on  particular  clauses, 
but  also  because  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  has  inti- 
mated that  he  himself  intends  to  move 
amendments  which  your  Lordships  will  be 
able  to  consider.  May  I  say  generally 
that  when  we  are  all  agreed  that  something 
has  to  be  done  and  that  very  drastic 
measures  are  demanded,  it  is  sometimes 
the  most  dangerous  condition  into  which 
a  Legislature  can  get,  because  it-  is  very 
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likely  then  to  do  a  great  deal  more  than 
it  intends  by  reason  of  the  feeling  that 
something  must  be  done.  The  inevitable 
result  is  that  a  reaction  sets  in  against 
what  it  is  desirable  and  proper  to  do.  Al- 
though I  have  said  this  by  way  of  caution,  I 
heartily  agree  with  the  general  object  of  the 
Bill.  I  think  there  is  a  considerable  demand 
for  it.  I  confess  for  myself  that,  regard- 
ing our  Acts  of  Parliament  as  perhaps  the 
most  well-founded  portions  of  our  history 
— I  think  it  has  been  remarked  that  it  is 
almost  certain  they  will  be  accepted  as 
absolute  verities  by  future  generations — I 
do  think  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  is  a 
little  too  sweeping  in  its  allegations  of 
corruption  and  immorality.  The  pream- 
ble states  that — 

"Whereas  secret  commissions  in  various 
forms  are  prevalent  to  a  great  extent  in  almost 
all  trades  and  professions,  and  in  some  trades 
the  said  practice  has  increased  and  is  increasing : 
And  whereas  the  said  practice  is  producing 
great  evils,  by  corrupting  the  morals  of  the 
community,  and  by  discouraging  honest  trade 
and  enterprise,  and  it  is  expedient  to  check  the 
same  and  other  kindred  malpractices,  by 
making  them  criminal." 

We  need  not,  I  think,  stamp  our  century 
with  the  imputation  that  the  whole  of  our 
morals  are  being  corrupted  by  this  system. 
I  do  not  know  that  a  preamble  is  of  very 
much  consequence  to  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  I  do  hop  that  my  noble  and 
learned  friend  will  not  be  too  much 
enamoured  of  the  language  of  the  preamble 
to  render  it  necessary  for  us  to  stamp  this 
century  in  the  way  this  preamble  does. 
On  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
I  have  to  say  that  they  welcome  this  Bill, 
and  are  not  in  the  least  disposed  to  oppose 
its  second  reading. 

♦The  LORD  BISHOP  of  WIN- 
CHESTER: My  Lords,  although  my 
right  rev.  brother  the  Bishop  of  London 
has  already  addressed  to  your  Lordships 
words  which  we  should  all  have  been 
sorry  to  lose,  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
not  feel  it  inappropriate  that  something 
further  should  be  said  from  this  bench  on 
a  matter  which  so  closely  concerns  the 
moral  well-being  of  the  community. 
Bishops  and  clergy  are  specially  concerned 
in  this  matter,  not  merely  as  those  who 
have  a  supreme  interest  in  the  morals  of 
the  people,  but  because,  from  the  circum- 
stances of  their  life-work,  they  have  of 
necessity  a  special  knowkdgeon  the  subject 
which  is  not  possessed  by  all  your  Lord- 
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8hips.  The  ordinary  life  of  the  parish 
clergyman  brings  him  in  contact  with 
those  in  the  lower  grades  of  industrial  life. 
They  come  to  him,  not  as  to  an  employer, 
not  as  to  a  politician,  but  as  to  a  personal 
friend,  whose  advice  they  seek  and  to 
whom  they  open  their  hearts;  and  it 
would  l)e  very  easy  for  anyone  who  has 
had  this  experience  to  give  your  Lord- 
ships case  after  case  in  which,  against 
their  will,  men,  and  perhaps  women,  have 
lost  their  self-respect  by  having  to  fall  in 
with  these  trade  customs,  from  which  they 
cannot  escape.  The  testimony  of  working 
men  on  this  subject  is,  so  far  as  I  know, 
practically  unanimous  as  to  the  way  in 
which  their  particular  trades  are  corrupted 
under  this  system.  In  the  not  incon- 
siderable correspondence  which  I  have 
been  engaged  in  on  this  subject,  one 
man  after  another  bears  testimony  to 
this  fact,  that  the  present  alienation 
of  large  bodies  of  workmen  from  the 
ordinary  ministrations  of  religion  and  the 
observance  of  public  worship  is  due,  in  no 
small  measure,  to  the  fact  that  they  feel  it 
would  be  hypocritical  to  appear  as 
religious  men  when  in  their  trade  and 
ordinary  life  they  are  reluctantly  but  con- 
stantly engaged  in  doing  things  which  are 
contrary  to  such  public  profession.  I  am 
sure,  therefore,  that  the  bishops  and 
clergy  throughout  the  land  will  give  a 
cordial  welcome  to  the  Bill  the  second 
reading  of  which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
has  just  moved.  May  I  venture  to  say 
that  I  am  specially  thankful  for  the 
quarter  from  which  the  Bill  has  come.  I 
try  to  picture  sometimes  to  myself  what 
would  have  been  the  comments  which 
would  have  been  made  on  the  Bill  had  it 
emanated  from  the  members  of  the 
episcopal  bench.  We  should  have  heard 
of  the  fantastic,  unpractical,  Utopian  ideas 
of  the  clergy,  living  up  in  a  balloon  and 
out  of  touch  with  the  ordinary  commercial 
conditions  of  public  life  and  trade.  But, 
fortunately,  the  Bill  comes  to  us  from  a 
source  which  none  dares  thus  to  decry. 
It  comes  to  us  on  the  motion  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England, 
who  told  us,  in  his  opening  remarks 
on  the  subject,  that  he  spoke  from 
much  experience,  largely  professional 
and  in  part  judicial,  as  to  the  evils,  the 
magnitude  of  which  it  is  impossible  to 
exaggerate.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
has  neon  supported  throughout  by  Sir 
Edward  Fry,  than  whom  no  man  is  more 
entitled  to  deal  with  questions  of  thig 
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kind.  They  are  supported  by  practically 
all  the  chambers  of  commerce  throughout 
the  land,  and  one  has  only  to  be  very 
briefly  in  communication  with  those  whose 
affairs  bring  them  into  contact  with  the* 
questions  with  which  this  Bill  deals  to 
find  how  general  is  the  approval  of  it. 
One  man  who  occupies  a  position 
which  gives  him  wide  and  varied  know- 
ledge of  the  commercial  world  writes : 

"  The  evil  aimed  at  is  so  great  and  so  mis- 
chievous that  I  think  the  advantage  of  any 
chance  of  checking  it  far  outweighs  the  possible 
inconvenience  or  even  hardship  which  might 
arise  in  some  really  innocent  cases. ' 

Five  or  six  years  ago  a  Church  society 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  con- 
nected, a  society  which  interests  itself 
specially  in  social  problems,  issued 
a  large  number  of  inquiries  to  em- 
ployers of  labour  and  men  of  busi- 
ness with  reference  to  the  difficulty, 
if  any,  experienced  by  them  in  reconciling 
the  principles  of  the  highest  honesty  and 
probity  with  the  ordinary  transactions  in 
which  they  were  daily  engaged.  The 
result  of  these  inquiries  was  seen  in  the 
melancholy  monotony  of  the  replies.  So 
much  information  was  given  by  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  on  the  matter  that  it 
would  be  mere  repitition  were  I  to 
quote  the  answers  received,  but  I  could 
easily  do  so  if  desired.  There  is  one 
answer,  however,  which  I  should  like  to 
read  to  the  House,  as  representing  the 
drift  of  many  others  and  because  it  concerns 
closely  a  good  many  of  those  who  sit  in 
your  Lordships'  House.  The  writer, 
speaking  of  the  difficulty  which  he,  as  a 
veterinary  surgeon,  experienced  with  re- 
gard to  the  acceptance  of  bribes  by  the 
various  coachmen  and  others  with  whom 
he  had  to  do  business,  says : 

"  I  never  give  these  bribes.  But  if  there  lie 
any  necessity  for  it,  that  is  the  fault  of  the 
so-called  '  better  classes. '  They  may  not  like 
being  robbed,  but  they  would  rather  be  robbed 
than  bothered." 

When  the  veterinary  surgeon  who  was 
pressed  for  these  bribes  went  to  the 
employer  ho  was  told  that  it  was  no 
doubt  unfortunate,  but  it  could  not  be 
helped,  and  that  it  was  a  pity  he  had 
raised  the  question.  Now,  my  Lords, 
under  the  existing  law,  what  can  we 
expect  such  a  man  to  do?  There  is, 
it  seems  to  me,  a  deep  pathos  in  the  posi- 
tion of  people,  hating  the  system  and 
longing  to  get  rid  of  it,  but  feeling  that 
unless  they  are  prepared  to  forfeit  their 
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daily  bread,  it  is  simply  impossible  to 
give  it  up,  inasmuch  as  a  few  dishonest 
folk  can  make  it  exceedingly  hard  for 
so  many.  A  curious  object  lesson  as  to 
the  view  of  working  men  upon  the  matter 
can  be  seen  in  the  growth  of  the  Co-ope- 
rative Wholesale  Society.  It  is  part  of 
the  working  of  a  trade  movement  which 
now  reaches  some  £60,000,000  per  annum, 
and  the  getting  rid  of  this  bribery  system 
is  one  of  the  motives  which  has  insti- 
gated these  men  to  found  the  Whole- 
sale Society.  They  contend  that  they 
wen  bound  to  do  so  if  they  were  to  fall 
back  on  what  they  call  the  principles  of 
the  Rochdale  pioneers  of  50  years  ago — 
fundamental  honesty  in  trade.  On 
the  general  policy  of  this  Bill  my  cor- 
respondence shows  that  there  are  practi- 
cally only  two  lines  of  objection  taken. 
The  first  is  that  the  details  are 
unworkable,  and  in  regard  to  that  a  good 
deal  may  require  consideration,  but  that 
is  an  objection  which  I  am  very  ready  to 
leave  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  pri- 
marily responsible  for  the  Bill.  But  there 
is  another  objection  of  which  not  much 
has  been  heard  in  these  debates,  though 
it  has  been  loudly  proclaimed  outside. 
There  are  certainly  not  a  few  peo- 
ple who  think  that  our  competition 
with  foreign  traders  will  be  affected 
if  this  Bill  becomes  law.  I  again  venture 
to  quote  a  private  letter  from  one  who 
has  had  experience  all  over  the  world  in 
mercantile  affairs,  and  who  says : 

"  If  this  Bill  became  law  we  should  have  to 
face  a  loud  and  logical  outcry  about  driving 
trade  away  from  this  country.  ^  It  is  certain 
that  business  without  bribery  is  practically 
impossible  with  such  countries  as  Russia, 
1  Spain,  China,  South  America  .  .  .  British 
trade  is  not  self-contained,  and  this  question 
of  commissions  is  as  international  as  the  ques- 
tion of  disarmament." 

That  is  a  question  upon  which,  as  regards 
its  technical  side,  I  am  incapable  of  express- 
ing an  opinion,  but  I  fall  back  on  the 
general  principle  which  underlies  all  legis- 
lation, or  attempted  legislation,  of  this 
kind— the  principle  that  in  the  long  run 
"honesty  is  the  best  policy."  My  Lords, 
either  the  Bill  is  likely  to  have  some 
effect  in  stopping  bribery  or  it  is  not. 
If  not,  let  us  oppose  it  by  all  means  as  a 
useless  Bill,  but  do  not  let  us  bring  in 
the  totally  different  question  of  foreign 
competition.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  feel 
that  we  are  by  passing  this  Bill  likely  to 
check  in  some  degree  an  admitted  evil, 
▼ill  anyone  have  the  face  to  say  that  we 


ought  to  abstain  from  doing  so  lest,  if  we 
are  successful,  we  might  in  some  degree 
interfere  with  our  foreign  trade  t  The 
success  of  English  trade  throughout  the 
world  has  been  due  to  the  excellence  of 
our  goods ;  and,  secondly,  to  the  honesty  of 
our  merchants.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
of  your  Lordships  have  read  the  extremely 
interesting  Blue  Book  which  was  published 
last  year,  containing  a  summary  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  reports  6f  foreign 
consuls  as  to  the  increase  or  decrease  of 
British  trade  in  different  parts  of  the 
world.  One  learned  from  that  Blue  Book, 
amongst  many  other  things,  that  where 
British  trade  is  being  ousted  by  other  trade 
it  appears  to  be,  first,  in  cases  where  cheap- 
ness, and  nothing  but  cheapness,  is  the 
consideration,  and,  secondly,  in  cases  where 
ingenious  adaptation  to  the  peculiar  wants 
of  customers  has  been  more  readily 
adopted  by  our  rivals  on  the  Continent 
than  by  ourselves ;  but  where  quality  is 
what  is  wanted  English  trade  is  able  to 
hold  its  ground.  I  should  wish  on  this 
point  to  quote  two  authorities,  one  of 
them  public,  and  one  private.  In  the 
report  to  which  I  have  referred  it  is 
stated,  speaking  of  the  competition  of 
Russia  in  cheap  sewing  machines,  that — 

"  It  may  be  difficult  to  draw-  the  line  between 
cheap  and  trumpery  articles,  but  it  b  some- 
thing that  the  word  'English'  applied  (in 
Russia)  to  goods  or  materials  usually  means 
the  best  that  man  can  make." 

Such  testimony,  coming  from  an  official 
source,  is  surely  of  high  value.  Again, 
to  quote  from  a  private  letter,  the  head 
of  one  of  the  leading  firms  in  the  cotton 
trade  writes : 

"The  possession  of  trade  marks  that  are 
known  to  and  prized  by  the  natives  is  exceed- 
ingly valuable,  and  merchants  who  have  them 
wul  not  hesitate  to  spend  any  amount  of 
money  on  their  protection  from  imitation  or 
infringement.  \v  hat  makes  them  valuable  is 
the  fact  that  goods  on  which  they  appear  are 
known  to  be  right.  The  mark  sells  the  goods, 
but  the  goods  must  first  of  all  have  earned 
their  reputation.  Thirty  years  ago  we  began 
consigning  to  China,  really  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  our  surplus  production.  For  a  long  time 
we  did  the  business  at  a  loss.  The  goods 
were  new  to  the  market  and  had  to  l>e  sold  for 
what  they  would  fetch  ;  but  they  were  honest 
stuft  ....  and  they  never  varied  in  quality. 
Gradually  the  Chinese  grew  familiar  with  the 
marks.  They  found  the  goods  bearing  those 
marks  could  be  thoroughly  depended  upon, 
and  now  they  order  them  in  large  quantities, 
paying  us  our  price  for  them." 

We  may  lose  that  reputation  if  we  com- 
pete with  other  nations  in  the  pitiable 
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expedient  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and 
once  lost  that  reputation  will  never  be 
regained.  Ten  years  ago,  on  the  initia- 
tive of  Lord  Randolph  Churchill,  a  Bill 
was  passed  for  preventing  corruption  on 
the  part  of  the  servants  of  public  com- 
panies. I  believe  the  testimony  is 
unanimous  that  that  Act,  after  ten  years 
working,  has  been  found  to  be  productive 
of  enormous  good,  and  that  the  abuses 
against  which  it  was  aimed  have  been  far 
less  prevalent.  If  anyone  will  refer  to  the 
debate  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on 
the  occasion  of  the  introduction  of  that 
Bill,  he  will  find  that  when  the 
complaint  was  made,  "  Why  stop  with 
the  servants  of  public  companies  1 " 
the  reply  was,  "We  are  proceed- 
ing one  step  at  a  time.  Before 
very  long,  if  it  proves  successful,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  will  be  extended."  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  time  has  now 
come  when  that  step,  to  which  those  who 
introduced  the  Bill  ten  years  ago  wisely 
looked  forward,  should  be  taken.  I  sup- 
port the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  all 
these  grounds,  but  most  of  all  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to 
help  the  helpless  against  a  system  which 
is  daily  to  a  larger  extent  entangling  men 
and  women  who  would  fain  be  free,  and 
by  depriving  them  of  their  self-respect  is 
inflicting  a  deadly  injury  upon  English  life. 

Lord  RUSSELL  ofKILLOWEN  :  My 
Lords,  the  friends  of  this  Bill  have,  I 
think,  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  course  the  discussion  has  taken,  and 
the  observations  I  propose  to  make  to 
your  Lordships  will  be  of  the  briefest 
kind.  So  far  as  the  speeches  that  have 
been  made  are  concerned,  I  have  to  thank 
the  two  right  rev.  Prelates  for  the  valu- 
able contributions  they  have  made  to  the 
debate  in  support  of  this  Bill.  With  re- 
gard to  the  criticisms  made  by  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite,  in  his  capacity  as  pre- 
sident of  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, I  have  to  sav  two  things.  I  shall 
e  ideavour,  in  the  Amendments  I  propose 
to  submit,  to  give  effect  to  some  of  those 
criticisms,  but  to  one  of  them  I  cannot 
give  my  assent ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
shall  feel  obliged  strongly  to  oppose  it ; 
that  is,  tho  suggestion  that  this  Bill  should 
be  put  in  operation  only  in  prosecutions 
to  be  instituted  by  the  Attorney-General. 


The  MARQUESS 
DERRY:  In  Ireland. 

Bishop  of  Winchester, 


of  LONPON- 


Lord  RUSSELL  of  KILLOWEN  : 
Whether  in  Ireland,  or  in  England,  or  by 
the  Lord  Advocate  in  Scotland,  the  ad- 
mission of  such  a  provision  would,  I 
believe,  render  the  Bill  practically  nuga- 
tory. I  am  willing  to  consider  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  on  the  Woolsack,  whether  leave  from 
some  judicial  authority  should  not  be  con- 
sidered a  necessary  precedent  to  a  prose- 
cution, but  that  is  a  different  matter.  I 
confess  to  a  feeling  of  regret  that  the 
noble  Marquess  addressed  your  Lordships 
in  his  character  as  president  of  the  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  rather  than  

The  MARQUESS  of  LONDON- 
DERRY :  I  am  not  president  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  I  am  only  a  member  of 
the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Lord  RUSSELL  of  KILLOWEN: 
I  regret  that  the  noble  Marquess  addressed 
your  Lordships  in  his  character  as  a 
member  of  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce rather  than  in  his  important  charac- 
ter m  a  great  coalowner  in  the  North  of 
England,  because,  if  my  information  is 
not  very  misleading,  the  noble  Lord 
could  give  us  very  useful  information  on 
the  subject,  which  would  tend  to  make 
your  Lordships  feel  that  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  and  a  very  stringent  Bill  indeed,  on 
the  lines  indicated  is  absolutely  called  for. 
I  thank  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  the  spirit  in  which 
he  made  his  criticism,  and  it  probably 
will  relieve  his  mind  if  I  inform  him,  in 
reference  to  his  desire  for  historical 
accuracy  in  the  preamble,  that  the  pre- 
amble is  taken  verbatim  et  literatim  from  a 
paragraph  in  the  report  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  I  may  also  add 
that,  inasmuch  as  I  do  not  myself  approve 
of  any  preambles  in  Acts  of  Parliament, 
I  intend  to  move  an  Amendment  to  omit 
the  preamble  altogether.  May  I  again 
inform  the  House  the  course  I  propose 
to  take,  subject  to  your  Lordships' 
agreeing  to  the  Second  Reading  to-night  ? 
I  intend  to  put  the  Bill  down  for  Com- 
mittee stage  on  Thursday,  but  merely  for 
the  formal  purpose  of  having  it  re-com- 
mitted, so  that  it  may  come  before  any 
Committee  your  Lordships  may  decide  to 
refer  it  to  with  the  full  Amendments 
which  I  shall  propose  in  print. 

On  Question,  agreed  to;  Bill  read  a 
second  time  accordingly,  and  committed 
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to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Thursday  next. 

MARRIAGES  VALIDITY  BILL  [Lords]. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  LORD  BISHOP  of  LONDON : 
My  Lords,  in  consequence  of  a  communi- 
cation which  I  have  received  this  morn- 
ing from  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
I  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  Order 
for  the  Second  Reading. 

Order  discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

FARNLEY  TYAS  MARRIAGES  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time  (according  to 
order,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  third  time  (according  to  order), 
and  passed  ;  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  after  Five  of  the  clock, 
to  Thursday  next,  at  fifteen 
minutes  after  Four  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  6th  June  1899. 

ROYAL  ASSENT. 
Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  House  went,  and,  being  returned, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  Royal 
Assent  to  a  number  of  Bills  (see  first  item 
in  House  of  Lords  report  this  day ;  ante, 
page  409). 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 
Standing  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Read- 


ing thereof,  the  Standing  Orders,  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : — 

GREAT   NORTHERN   RAILWAY  BILL 
[Lords]. 

SUNDERLAND    CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

ARBROATH  CORPORATION  GAS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with- 
out Amendment. 

KEW  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  [New 
Title]. 

BEXHILL  AND  ST.  LEONARDS  TRAM- 
ROADS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

BURY  CORPORATION  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

CHURCH  STRETTON  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

•    Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  BANKS 
GUARANTEE  FUND  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GAINSBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HAMPSTEAD  CHURCH  (EMMANUEL, 
WEST  END)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HUMBER  CONSERVANCY  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LEIGH-ON-SEA  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 
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MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (FINANCE)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time;  and  committed. 

PORT  TALBOT  RAILWAY  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

SALFORD  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

STRETFORD  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords], 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

WICK  AND  PULTENEY  HARBOURS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION,  GREAT  SOUTHERN 
AND  WESTERN  RAILWAY,  AND 
WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL  IRE- 
LAND RAILWAY  BILLS. 

Ordered,  that  the  Order  [14th  March] 
that  all  Petitions  of  County  Councils 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  against  the 
Bills,  presented  seven  clear  days  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Committee  be  referred 
to  the  Committee,  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners praying  to  be  heard  by  them- 
selves, their  counsel,  or  agents,  or 
witnesses  be  heard  against  the  Bills  be 
suspended  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of 
the  County  Council  of  Queens  County 
against  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Bill,  and  that  the  said  petition  be 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills,  and  that  the  petitioners  be 
heard  by  their  counsel,  agent,  or  wit- 
nesses against  the  said  Bill— (Mr.  J.  F. 
X.  O'Brien.) 

BRADFORD     TRAMWAYS    AND  IM- 
PROVEMENT BILL. 

Petition  for  additional  Provision ;  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  17)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  18)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  19)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (HOUSING  OF 
WORKING  CLASSES)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  13)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

MILITARY      LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  J). 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Group  J  of  Private  Bills, 
That  the  parties  promoting  the  Airdrie 
and  Coatbridge  Water  Bill  [Lords]  had 
stated  the  evidence  of  John  Motherwell 
Alston,  town  clerk,  Coatbridge,  was 
essential  to  their  case ;  and  it  having 
been  proved  that  his  attendance  could  not 
be  procured  without  the  intervention  of 
the  House,  he  had  been  instructed  to  move 
that  the  said  John  Motherwell  Alston  do 
attend  the  said  Committee  To-morrow  at 
half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Ordered,  That  John  Motherwell  Alston 
do  attend  the  Committee  on  Group  J  of 
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Private  Bills  To-morrow,  at  half-past 
Eleven  of  the  clock. 

BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Police  and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills, 
with  Amendments. 

DARWEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
on  Police  and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills, 
with  Amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  Reports  do  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  be  printed. 


PETITIONS. 


GROUND  RENTS   (TAXATION  BY 
LOCAL  AUTHORITIES). 

Petitions  in  favour ;  —  From  West 
Bridgford ;  —  Greenock ; —  Askington ;  — 
Sheerness ; — Ryde  (four) ; — Chapel  en  Ie 
Frith ; —  St.  James's ; —  Llanrhystyd ;  — 
Gravesend ; — Motherwell ; — Rothbury ; — 
and,  Working  Men's  Club  and  Institute 
Union,  Limited ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  • 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Manor  Pit  Colliery,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF  (DISFRANCHISE- 
MENT). 

Petition  from  West  Ham,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

REGISTRATION  OF  FIRMS  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TELEGRAPHS  (TELEPHONIC  COMMU- 
NICATION, &c.)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 
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IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (JUDICIAL 
RENTS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Return  of  Judicial 
Rents  during  the  month  of  November, 
1898  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented, — of  Rule  made  by  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland 
appointing  the  places  at  which  Examina- 
tions shall  be  held  for  1899  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACTS, 
1888  AND  1894. 

Copy  presented, — of  Sixth  Report  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  Proceedings  under 
Section  31  of  The  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Act,  1888,  including  Proceedings 
upon  Complaints  made  under  Section  1 
of  The  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act, 
1894  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Return  presented, — relative  thereto 
[ordered  24th  March;  Sir  Francis 
Powell] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  210.] 

COLONIAL  PETROLEUM  ACT,  1892. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  the  19th  May  1899,  applying  the  Act 
to  the  Colony  of  Queensland  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  the  19th  May  1899,  authorising  an 
increase  in  the  Clerical  Establishment  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Light- 
houses, and  in  the  salary  of  Mr.  William 
Coats,  accountant  and  cashier  to  the 
Commissioners  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
AMENDMENT  ACT,  1875. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  19th  May  1899,  amending  the  Order 
in  Council  of  28th  July  1893,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  South-Eastern  Circuit  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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GREENWICH    HOSPITAL  ACTS,  1865 
AND  1869. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
19th  May  1899,  authorising  the  -grant  of 
a  special  gratuity  to  Mrs.  Lynch  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (PROGRESS  AND 
CONDITION). 

Copy  presented, — of  Statement  exhibit- 
ing the  Moral  and  Material  Progress  and 
Condition  of  India  during  the  year  1897-8. 
Thirty-fourth  Number  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  13,  1899). 
Copy  presented,  —  of  Accession  of 
Japan  to  the  International  Union  for  the 
Protection  of  Literary  and  Artistic 
Works,  15th  July  1899  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 


ROYAL  NAVAL  RESERVE. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY  (Sunder- 
land) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  it  is  his  intention  to 
ask  Parliament  this  or  next  Session  to 
amend  the  Act  limiting  the  enrolling  of 
seamen  for  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  to 
30,000  men,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
the  number  of  first  and  second  class 
seamen,  and  also  of  stokers  and  firemen  ; 
can  he  state  the  approximate  number  of 
permanent  officers,  engineers,  and  men 
that  will  be  needed  to  complete  the  man- 
ning of  the  whole  of  the  ships  now  in 
commission,  as  well  as  those  that  will  be 
ready  for  the  pennant  at  the  close  of  the 
current  financial  year ;  and  whether,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, he  has  formed  any  approximate 
estimate  of  the  number  of  men  of  all 
ranks  that  will  be  needed  for  reserve  pur- 
poses in  the  event  of  war  j  if  so,  will  he 
give  the  numbers. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMIR- 
ALTY (Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  hon.  Member  has 
seen  my  proposals  for  this  year,  to  which 
I  have  nothing  to  add,  and  he  must  allow 
me  to  put  off  until  next  year  my  state- 
ment as  regards  future  Estimates.  In 
reply  to  the  second  question,  it  is  im- 


possible to  state  in  advance  what  the 
composition  of  the  fleet  in  commission 
will  be  at  the  close  of  the  current  financial 
year.  My  answer  to  the  third  question 
is  that  the  number  of  men  of  all  ranks 
needed  for  reserve  purposes  in  the  event 
of  war  will,  of  course,  depend  on  the 
nature  of  the  war,  and  I  am  not  prepared 
to  make  a  statement  on  the  subject. 

CUSTOMS  OFFICIALS. 

Mr.   STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the    Treasury    will    he   explain  why 
Customs  watchers  who  act  as  lockers  at 
bonded  warehouses,  a  duty  done  by  the 
established  out-door  officers,   are  com- 
pelled to  do  nine  hours  a  day  all  the  year 
round,  while  the  established  officers  only 
do  eight  hours  a  day  in  summer  and 
seven  hours  in  winter ;  whether,  seeing 
that  the  salaries  of  out-door  officers  are 
£100  per  annum,  while  the  wages  of 
watchers  are  21s.  a  week,  he  will  explain 
the  method  adopted  in  calculating  the 
daily  hours  of  duty  of  Customs  watchers, 
which  is  now  said  to  be  only  seven  hours 
a  day;  and  whether  he  will  state  the 
number   of    hours    worked   per  day 
(based     on     a     similar  calculation) 
by  the  established    out-door    officers ; 
whether,  out  of  a  total  of  343  watchers 
now  employed  in  the  Customs  Depart- 
ment of  the  Port  of  London,  only  forty 
were  previous  to  1896  liable  to  work  from 
6  a.m.  to  6  p.m. ;  whether  their  wages  were 
the  same  as  now,  21s.  a  week,  while  the  re- 
mainder were  paid  19s.  a  week  for  an  eight 
hours'  day  in  summer  and  seven  hours  in 
winter,  the  overtime  payment  being  8d. 
per  hour ;  whether  the  former  were  paid 
overtime  before  and  after  6  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.  each  day,  and  the  latter  before 
and  after  8  a.m.  in  summer  and  9  a.m.  in 
winter  and  4  p.m.  each  day,  regardless  of 
the  number  of  hours  wori  ted  during  the 
week;  and  whether  overtime  was  only 
paid  previous  to  1896  after  seventy-two 
hours  duty  each  week. 

♦The  SECRET  AR  y;  to  the  TREASURY 
(Mr,  Hanbury,  PreBton)  :  Watchers  who 
act  as  lockers  at  bonded  warehouses  are 
not  compelled  to  serve  nine  hours  a  day 
all  the  year  round.  Their  hours  vary 
from  seven  to  nine,  including  meal  time, 
according  to  the  season  of  the  year  and 
the  business  of  the  particular  warehouse. 
Very  few  outdoor  officers  are  now  serving 
as  lockers  or  in  any  other  capacity,  and 
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they  are  an  expiring  class.  The  salaries 
of  outdoor  officers  are  not  £100.  Second 
class  outdoor  officers  receive  £55  rising 
by  £3  to  £80,  and  first-class  outdoor  officers 
receive  £85  rising  by  £3  to  £100.  £100 
is  therefore  the  maximum  and  not  the 
normal  salary  of  the  class.  The  daily 
hours  of  duty  of  Customs  watchers  are 
not  said  to  be  only  seven.  I 
informed  the  hon.  Member  on  18th  of 
April  that  "  the  minimum  average  num- 
ber of  hours  a  day,  based  on  a  recent 
week's  work,  was  seven  " — that  is,  that 
(with  one  slight  exception)  no  individual 
watcher  averaged  less  than  seven  hours' 
attendance  per  day  during  that  week. 
The  actual  ordinary  attendance  (ex- 
cluding overtime)  of  the  established 
outdoor  officers  during  the  same  week 
averaged  7£  hours  per  day.  The 
facte  stated  in  the  third  paragraph  are 
correct.  In  the  fourth  paragraph  the 
hon.  Member  presumably  refers  to  the 
40  men  specified  in  paragraph  3.  If  so, 
overtime  was  paid  after  12  hours'  atten- 
dance on  any  one  day  (which  is  not  the 
same  as  paying  it  after  72  hours'  atten- 
dance in  any  one  week). 

POST  OFFICE— CLERKS'  SALARIES. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
what  is  the  correct  maximum  salary  for 
the  clerks'  class  at  54s.  per  week  offices, 
the  officers  of  which  class  are  employed 
entirely  upon  supervising  and  technical 
duties  in  the  Postal  Service. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  maximum 
salary  for  clerks  at  all  provincial  offices 
— irrespective  of  the  wages  of  the  rank 
and  file — is  determined  by  the  number  of 
established  officers,  and  has  no  necessary 
relation  to  the  maximum  wages  of  the 
rank  and  file.  At  the  few  offices  where 
the  rank  and  file  have  a  maximum  of  54s. 
a  week  the  maximum  salary  of  the  clerks 
at  present  ranges  from  £160  to  £175  a 
year. 

AMERICAN  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 
he  will  explain  why  the  Return  relating 
to  the  American  Mail  Service,  ordered 
27th  February,  has  not  yet  been  issued. 

Mr  HANBURY :  The  preparation  of 
this  Return  involved  some  correspondence 


with  the  United  States  Post  Office  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  clerical  labour,  so 
that  there  has  been  no  undue  delay  in 
compiling  it.  It  was  presented  on  the 
4th  ult,  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  5th, 
and  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Members  one 
day  this  week. 

IRELAND— COUNTY  COURT  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  ENGLEDEW  (Kildare,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  has  completed  the  arrangements  in 
regard  to  the  vouching  of  the  grant  for 
clerical  assistance  to  the  various  county 
court  officers  in  Ireland ;  and,  if  the 
arrangements  are  completed,  would  he 
lay  upon  the  Table  copies  of  the  various 
circulars  issued  in  connection  therewith, 
and  at  the  same  time  furnish  a  Return 
showing  the  amount  now  being  paid  out 
of  the  grant  to  the  various  officers, 
together  with  the  amounts  paid  to  them 
as  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1897. 

♦Mr.  HANBURY:  Yes  Sir;  the 
arrangements  are  completed,  and  I  will 
furnish  a  return  of  the  allowances  pay- 
able on  1st  April,  1897,  and  now;  and 
also  a  memorandum  of  the  arrangements 
adopted  for  vouching  the  expenditure  of 
the  county  court  officers  in  Ireland, 
within  the  limit  of  the  fixed  allowances. 

NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  '  to  the 
Treasury  whether  there  are  in  the  service 
of  the  Board  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland  numerous  second-class  teachers 
who  only  receive  third-class  salaries ; 
can  he  explain  upon  what  principle 
this  system  is  sanctioned  oy  the 
Board  of  National  Education ;  and 
will  he  undertake  to  communicate 
with  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  with  a  view  to 
seeing  that  teachers  are  paid  the  full 
salaries  attaching  to  their  classifica- 
tion. 

♦The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  At  the  request  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  I  will  answer  this  question.  There 
are  many  teachers  ranking  in  second  class 
who  receive  but  third  class  salary  under 
the  Board's  rules,  namely,  principal 
teachers  the  average  attendance  at  whose 
schools  is  less  than  30  pupils,  and 
assistant  teachers  who  are  entitled  only  to 
third  class  salary  as  such.    After  five 
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years'  service,  however,  the  assistant 
teachers  receive  under  the  Education  Act 
of  1892  a  bonus  which  hearly  equalises 
their  emoluments  with  the  salary  of 
second  class.  Those  arrangements  are 
based  on  the  principle  of  fixing  remunera- 
tion in  proportion  to  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  recipient.  The 
Commissioners  do  not  recognise  the  claim 
that  teachers  should  under  all  circum- 
stances be  paid  the  full  salaries  attaching 
to  their  classification. 

Mr.  MACALEESE:  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the  same 
system  obtains  in  this  country  t 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT ; 
ORDERS  AND  RULES  UNDER. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  there  have 
been  complaints  from  the  officials  and 
members  of  the  new  county  and  district 
councils  and  also  from  the  public  as  to 
the  difficulty  in  procuring  copies  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  issued  hy  the  Privy 
Council  and  Local  Government  Board 
from  time  to  time  for  the  transaction  of 
their  business ;  and  whether  he  will  direct 
that  copies  of  the  Orders  in  Council  and 
Local  Government  Board  Orders  will  be 
put  on  sale  to  the  public  at  the  same  time 
that  they  are  put  in  force  under  the  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Orders 
in  Council  referred  to  have  all  been  issued 
as  Parliamentary  papers,  and  copies  can  be 
procured  through  any  bookseller.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  as  to  the 
alleged  difficulty  in  obtaining  copies  of 
these  Orders  in  Council.  Copies  of  the 
Orders  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  sent  to  every  local  body 
affected  by  the  Orders,  and  to  any  member 
of  the  general  public  bond  fide  concerned 
who  makes  an  application  for  a  copy.  It 
is  proposed  ultimately  to  print  both  the 
Orders  in  Council  ana  Local  Government 
Board  Orders  of  a  permanent  character  in 
one  volume  for  presentation  to  Par- 
liament. 

MIGRATION  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Dr.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary    for    Ireland    whether  his 


attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Mayo  County  Council,  passed 
unanimously  at  their  meeting  20th  May, 
in  which  they  state  that,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  periodical  recurrence  of 
famine,  and  to  render  unnecessary  the 
annual  migration  of  large  numbers  of  the 
adult  male  and  female  population  of 
county  Mayo,  and  thereby  save  them 
from  the  risk  of  a  disaster  such  as  befel 
the  people  of  Achill  a  few  years  ago,  in 
which  a  large  body  of  them  were  drowned, 
it  is  necessary  that  compulsory  powers 
be  given  to  the  County  Council  to 
acquire  for  purposes  of  migration  and 
enlargement  of  holdings  such  lands  as 
are  available  for  such  purposes  in 
county  Mayo;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
such  a  resolution,  passed  unanimously  by 
such  a  representative  body  as  the  County 
Council  of  Mayo,  he  will  without  delay 
introduce  legislation  to  meet  the  views 
of  that  body. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  reply  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative, 
and  to  the  second  in  the  negative. 

BRITISH  NEW  GUINEA  PAPER8. 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity): I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
publish  the  appendices  and  papers  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Annual  Report  ior  1897- 
98  on  British  New  Guinea  (C.  9046  26) 
recently  issued,  especially  those  relating 
to  scientific  subjects,  referred  to  on  pp. 
75-77  of  the  Report,  and  designated  by 
Sir  W.  MacGregor  as  of  considerable 
interest  and  of  much  importance;  and 
whether  he  will  encourage  the  pre- 
paration of  such  Reports  in  future  by 
affording  facilities  for  their  publication 
for  the  benefit  of  scientific  research. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  papers  referred 
to  are  all  published  in  Queensland,  and 
copies  are  regularly  furnished  by  my 
department  to  the  various  learned  socie- 
ties to  whom  they  are  likely  to  be  of 
interest.  It  is  the  usual  practice  to  pub- 
lish any  reports  of  general  interest  or 
utility  not  already  published  elsewhere. 

ANGLO-AMERICAN  COMMISSION. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  will  " 

DigilizeS  I 


bftgoodenOUghtoin. 


441 


Salisbury  Plain. 


{6  June  1899} 


Salisbury  Plain. 


442 


form  the  House  whether  the  Anglo- 
American  Commission  is  to  re-assemble  ; 
if  so,  when  ;  can  he  state  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  differences  alleged  to  exist 
between  the  American  and  Canadian 
members  of  the  Commission ;  and 
whether  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the 
points  at  issue  are  to  be  referred  to 
arbitration. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  In  reply  to 
the  first  two  questions  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  the  answers  given  by  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Before  the  Commission  adjourned  proposals 
and  counter  proposals  were  made  by  the 
British  and  United  States  Commissioners 
for  referring  the  question  of  the  Alaska 
boundary  to  arbitration,  but  they  had 
been  unable  to  agree  as  to  the  arbitral 
tribunal  and  the  terms  of  reference. 
Negotiations  on  this  question  are  still 
proceeding  between  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  United  States 
Government. 


IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 
Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  the  conferences  in 
reference  to  the  future  of  the  Imperial 
Institute  are  now  concluded ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  there  is  any  objection  to  stating 
the  general  results  or  recommendations 
that  have  been  arrived  at. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Satisfactory 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  nego- 
tiations, and  a  definite  proposal  is  now 
before  the  Senate  of  the  University  and 
the  Council  of  the  Institute.  If,  as  is 
hoped,  the  replies  of  the  two  bodies  are 
favourable,  the  result  will  be  communi- 
cated to  the  House. 


WEST  INDIES— FRUIT  STEAMERS- 
LOCAL  DUTIES. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  can 
now  state  when  the  contemplated  fruit 
steamers  may  be  expected  to  commence 
running  between  the  West  India  Islands 
and  this  country  ;■  and  when  the  return 
re  Local  Colonial  Duties  on  Rum  will  be 
laid  upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  (1)  I  am 
not  yet  able  to  fix  a  date  for  the  com- 
mencement of  this  service.    (2)  Some  of 


the  Colonies  have  not  yet  furnished  the 
information  required  for  completing  the 
Return.  When  they  have  done  so  the 
Return  will  be  laid  without  delay. 

WAR  OFFICE— NETHERAVON  HOUSE, 
WILTS. 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Wilts.,  Devizes)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  with  regard  to  the  fact  that 
Netheravon  House,  Wilts.,  which  has 
been  recently  purchased  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  War  Office  purposes,  is  still  un- 
tenanted, whether,  in  view  of  the  dis- 
astrous results  to  the  parish  whioh  will 
arise  from  the  principal  mansion  not 
being  inhabited,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  will  take  immediate  action  to 
procure  its  early  occupation. 

*Thk  UNDER  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  Every  effort  has  been  and  will 
be  made  by  the  War  Department  to 
obtain  a  tenant  for  Netheravon  House. 

SALISBURY  PLAIN. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire, 
Chesterfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether,  in 
the  Return  No.  150,  of  1899,  which  was 
ordered  by  the  House  in  February  last 
and  distributed  in  May,  of  the  gross  and 
net  rentals  of  property  at  Salisbury  Plain 
purchased  by  the  War  Department,  the 
column  headed  "present  rental"  gives  in 
all  cases  the  actual  rental  paid  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  land  at  the  time  of 
purchase,  or  whether  in  any  cases  the 
amount  of  rental  in  that  column  represents 
a  nominal  rental  which  in  practice  was 
reduced  by  an  allowance  of,  in  some 
cases,  as  much  as  20  per  cent,  reduction 
on  the  nominal  rent. 

*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  :  The  Return 
contains  the  rentals  paid  under  the  various 
agreements,  but  what  reduction  has  been 
customary  from  those  rentals  I  am  not  able 
to  say  without  further  reference.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  put  the  question 
down  again. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY :  I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (King's 
Lynn) :  Have  any  tenants  failed  to  pay 
the  reduced  rent  to  the  War  Office  1 
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♦Mr.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  :  Some  of , 
them  claim  to  receive  from  the  War  \ 
Office  a  reduction  similar  to  that  which 
they  formerly  received. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Was  that 
taken  into  account  in  the  price  t 

♦Mr.  POWELL  WILLIAMS :  No,  I 
think  not. 


BARRACKS  AND   MILITARY  WORKS 
LOAN  BILL. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  when  the  Barracks  and 
Military  Works  Loan  Bill  will  be 
introduced. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  hope  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  at  an  early  date. 

PUNJAUB   WAR   AND  TIRAH 
CAMPAIGN  MEDALS. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  medals  and  clasps  for 
service  in  the  last  Punjaub  War  and  the 
Tirah  Campaign,  1897-8,  have  been 
issued  to  officers  and  men  of  the  Bengal 
Staff  Corps  entitled  thereto  ;  and,  if  not, 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and  when 
the  distribution  will  take  place. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  medals  and 
clasps  granted  for  the  operations  on  the 
Punjaub  frontier  in  1897-98  have  been  in 
course  of  distribution  since  last  summer. 
Any  delay  which  may  have  occurred  is 
due  to  the  medal  rolls  not  having  been 
promptly  submitted. 

INDIAN    CONFECTIONERY  TRADE. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  can  now  give  the  correct 
figures  showing  the  quantity  and  value 
of  exports  of  British  confectionery,  and  of 
re-exports  of  foreign  and  colonial  con- 
fectionery of  all  kinds  to  India  t 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  Croydon) : 
I  have  communicated  with  the  Customs 
on  this  subject,  but  I  am  informed  that  it 
would  not  l»e  possible  to  compile  from  the 
records  available  in  that  Department  a 
trustworthy  return  of  the  nature  desired. 
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As  amended,  considered. 

♦Lord  ALWYNE  COMPTON  (Beds, 
Biggleswade) :  I  beg  to  move  the  follow 
ing  new  clause  : — 

The  proviso  at  the  end  of  section  four  of 
The  Finance  Act,  1894,  shall  be  re- 
pealed, and  the  following  proviso  in- 
inserted  in  lieu  thereof  : — 

Provided  that  any  property  so  pausing  in 
which  the  deceased  never  had  an  in- 
terest, or  which  under  a  disposition  not 
made  hy  the  deceased  passes  im- 
mediately on  the  death  of  the  deceased 
to  some  person  other  than  a  person 
taking  an  interest  in  property  passing  at 
the  death  of  the  deceased  of  which  the 
deceased  was  competent  to  dispose,  shall 
not  he  aggregated  with  any  other  pro- 
perty but  shall  be  an  estate  by  itself, 
and  the  estate  duty  shall  be  levied  at 
the  proper  graduated  rate  on  the  princi- 
pal vaiue  thereof ;  but  if  any  benefit 
under  a  disposition  not  made  by  the 
deceased  is  reserved  or  given  to  a  person 
taking  an  interest  in  property  passing 
at  the  death  of  the  deceased  of  which 
the  deceased  was  competent  to  dispose, 
such  benefit  shall  be  aggregated  with 
property  of  the  deceased  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  the  rate  of  estate  duty." 

This  new  clause  which  I  propose  to 
add  to  the  Bill  seeks  to  remedy  an  in- 
justice which,  I  contend,  is  contained  in 
Clause  4  of  the  Finance  Act  of  1894.  It 
is  practically  the  same  as  an  Amendment 
which  I  moved  last  year,  but  in  it  I  have 
endeavoured  to  meet  the  criticisms  by  which 
I  was  upon  that  occasion  met,  and  I  hope 
I  have  succeeded  in  doing  so.  If  the 
House  will  permit  me,  I  will  endeavour 
to  show,  as  briefly  and  clearly  as  possible, 
what  is  the  injustice  of  which  we  com- 
plain, and  what  is  the  remedy  which 
I  seek  to  apply.  It  is  true  that  Clause 
4  of  the  Finance  Act  of  1894  gives  ex- 
emption in  certain  cases  where  property 
passes  on  a  man's  death  from  its  being 
aggregated  with  free  property  in  his  own 
possession,  but  in  the  proviso  which  I 
seek  to  repeal  there  is  an  exception  to 
that  exemption  in  respect  of  lineal 
ancestor,  lineal  descendant,  husband,  or 
wife.  That  sounds  rather  paradoxical, 
perhaps,  but  let  us  look  at  it  in  this 
way.  Take  the  case  of  a  man  who  dies, 
having  settled  property  in  which  he  has 
merely  a  life  interest.  He  also  has  free 
property  of  his  own — that  is,  property 
which  he  is  free  to  dispose  of,  say,  for 
instance,  to  the  extent  of  £100,000.  The 
settled  property  passes  fogfcdde*  son 
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od  his  death,  but  as  the  law  stands  at 
present  the  whole  of  the  property,  settled 
or  free,  is  aggregated.  Thus  the  younger 
children  who  succeed  to  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  personal  estate,  it  may  be, 
have  to  pay  the  whole  rate  of  duty  as 
upon  the  settled  estate  and  upon  the  free 
property  aggregated  together.  That  con- 
stitutes, to  my  mind,  a  hardship— at 
least,  it  is  regarded  as  a  hardship  by  those 
upon  whom  the  burden  has  fallen.  I  do 
not  expect  to  get  very  much  sympathy  in 
the  matter,  particularly  from  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  for  I  know  that  their  view 
of  the  matter  is  that  if  a  man  succeeds 
to  anything  at  all  it  is  fair  that  he 
should  pay  a  heavy  rate  of  duty 
upon  it.  But  that  is  not  my  only  point. 
Take  the  case  of  the  same  man  ;  he  also 
has  £100,000,  and  suppose  that  he  has  no 
sons  at  all,  and  that  the  property  passes 
either  to  his  collaterals  or  to  strangers, 
under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  it  is  not 
aggregated  at  all.  That  is  illogical,  unfair, 
and  perfectly  unsound,  and  is  absolutely 
opposed  to  every  principle  of  the  succes- 
sion and  legacy  duties  ever  since  those 
duties  have  been  invented,  inasmuch  as 
the  strangers  and  the  collaterals  in 
succeeding  to  the  same  property  are 
paying  a  less  tax  than  the  lineal  descend- 
ants. Now  I  am  not  aware  whether  the 
draftsman  of  this  clause  knew  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  words  he  used  ;  but  of 
one  thing  I  am  quite  certain,  and  that  is 
that  the  author  of  the  Bill  himself,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
est  Monmouth,  did  not  dream  what  the 
effect  would  be,  for  when  last  year  I 
brought  up  the  subject  he  said  that  the 
exemption  for  which  Section  4  provided 
was  only  intended  to  operate  in  cases 
where  there  was  no  connection  between 
the  deceased  and  the  persons  to  whom 
the  property  passed.  May  I  take  the 
case  again  of  the  same  man  with  £100,000. 
Supposing  that  he  has  no  children,  the 
estate  will  not  be  aggregated  to  pay  the 
full  rate  of  the  high  estate  duty,  and  his 
brother  who  succeeds  to  the  whole  settled 
property  and  the  free  property  will  escape 
aggregation.  That  is  the  injustice  of 
which  I  complain.  I  hope  that  this  new 
clause,  which  stands  in  my  name,  will 
he  accepted,  because  it  will  remove 
that  injustice,  and  the  younger  children 
and  the  wife  will  derive  the  benefit  from 
the  property  which  the  deceased  has 
power  to  dispose  of  and  which  he 
naturally  wishes  to  give  to  them.  Their 


|  property  will  escape  aggregation  with  the 
larger  settled  property  which  goes  to  the 
elder  son.  As  there  must  always  be  a  quit  I 
pro  quo  in  these  matters,  I  am  prepared 
to  present  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  brothers  and  collaterals. 
Under  my  clause  the  brothers  and  the 
collaterals  or  the  strangers  who  obtain 
both  settled  property  and  free  property 
— there  having  been  no  children — will  be 
aggregated,  and  only  the  wife  or  the 
younger  children  will  escape.  Of  course, 
I  know  that  several  criticisms  have  been 
levelled  against  the  clause  as  it  stands. 
Certain  Members  opposite  say  that  the 
Finance  Act  of  1894  should  not  be 
touched  at  all.  My  answer  to  that  is 
that  whatever  they  may  feel  in  regard  to 
the  Act,  I  am  certain  that  they  do  not 
care  to  see  an  injustice  done,  and  that  if 
once  an  injustice  is  proved  they  will  seek 
to  remedy  it.  I  think  I  have  proved  my 
case  that  there  is  an  injustice,  and  I  ask 
their  sympathy  and  assistance  in  getting 
this  injustice  removed.  There  arises  the 
question  of  the  loss  to  the  Revenue  which 
this  exemption  would  cause.  I  have 
examined  the  matter  most  closely,  and  I 
cannot  see  that  any  great  loss  would  fall 
on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
bulk  of  the  property  which  a  man  leaves 
must  bo  either  settled  property  or  free 
property.  Suppose  a  man  left  a 
million  of  free  property  to  his 
children,  all  that  would  be  aggregated 
and  pay  the  full  rate.  In  the  same  way 
if  he  left  settled  property  the  eldest  son 
would  not  escape  aggregation;  the  only 
loss  would  be  in  the  case  of  the  younger 
children  and  the  wife,  who  would  succeed 
to  some  small  portion  of  the  man's  free 

f>roperty.  Supposing  that  a  millionaire 
eaves  £100,000  of  his  property  free, 
dividing  it  amongst  his  four  younger 
sons,  or  £25,000  to  each,  it  would  be 
aggregated  and  pay  the  8  per  cent.  duty. 
But  under  my  clause  they  would  only  pay 
4£  per  cent.  If  six  millionaires  died  in 
the  year  the  loss  would  only  be  £21,000, 
while  from  the  settled  property  the 
revenue  would  receive  £480,000.  That 
seems  a  very  small  loss  to  remedy  a  great 
injustice.  I  also  ask  a  little  assistance 
from  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  beg  them  to  remember  that 
when  this  Act  was  introduced  Members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  fought  it  most 
desperately,  and  it  was  talked  about 
on  every  platform  at  the  last  General 
Election.    And  I  appeal  also   to  the 
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Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer.  I  hope 
that  some  of  my  logic  has  penetrated  his 
armour,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  agree 
to  my  request.  I  do  not  profess  to  have 
a  legal  mind,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  wording  of  the  clause  may  not  be 
quite  satisfactory,  but  I  trust  that  he  will 
admit  the  principle  of  the  clause.  I  beg 
to  move  the  new  clause  standing  in  my 
name. 

A  Clause  (Amendment  of  8.  4  of  The 
Finance  Act,  1894,  restricting  the  ex- 
emptions thereby  given  to  non-lineals 
from  the  principle  of  aggregation,  and 
extending  certain  exemptions  to  persons 
taking  benefits  under  separate  disposi- 
tion)— (Lord  Alwyne  Compton) — brought 
up,  and  read  the  first  time : — 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  Clause  he  read  a  second  time." 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  One  of  the  main  principles  of  the 
Act  of  1894  was  that  all  property  passing 
on  the  death  of  a  deceased  person  should 
be  aggregated  for  the  purposes  of  estate 
duty.  It  was  found  impossible  in  practice 
by  the  Government  which  passed  that 
Act  to  carry  out  that  principle  com- 
pletely, because  it  was  felt  that  where  pro- 
perty passing  on  the  death  of  a  deceased 
person  included  property  in  which  he  had 
no  interest,  or  which  he  was  never  at  any 
time  competent  to  dispose  of,  and  which 
passed  to  complete  strangers — that  it 
would  be  unfair  to  aggregate  that  property 
with  property  passing  to  lineals  for  the 
purposes  of  determining  estate  duty,  and 
thus  entail  a  higher  estate  duty  on 
wife,  husband,  son,  or  daughter  as  com- 
pared with  that  which  they  ought  to  pay 
on  property  passing  to  them.  And  there- 
fore the  Act  as  it  stands  departs  from  the 
great  principle  of  the  estate  duty,  which 
is  to  have  no  reference  to  the  person  to 
whom  the  property  passes,  but  to  have 
reference  solely  to  the  property  which 
passes  at  death  of  the  deceased  ;  and  it 
provides  that  where  property  in  which 
the  deceased  never  had  any  interest, 
or  which  he  was  not  competent  to 
dispose  of,  passes  to  non-lineals  or  to 
strangers,  then  in  that  case  it  will  not  be 
aggregated  with  the  rest  of  the  estate  for 
the  purposes  of  tho  estate  duty.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Dumfries  Burghs,  when  this  matter 

Lord  Compton, 


was  raised  last  year  by  my  noble  friend, 
pointed  out  that  no  doubt  to  some 
extent  this  was  a  relief  to  lineals,  for 
the  result  was  that  the  rate  of  estate 
duty  was  less  from  this  non-aggrega- 
tion. But  my  noble  friend  very  fairly 
said  that  that  did  not  remove  the 
grievance  of  lineals,  because  inter  se  they 
still  had  to  pay  the  rate  of  duty  on  the 
whole  of  the  property  passing  to  them  at 
death,  although  the  main  bulk  of  the  pro- 
perty would  pass  to  the  elder  son,  and  a 
very  small  portion  pass  to  the  younger 
children,  on  which  the  younger  chil- 
dren would  have  to  pay  a  high  rate 
of  duty.  My  noble  friend  endeavoured 
last  year  to  remedy  this  grievance.  Well, 
1  think  he  felt  that  the  proposal  he  made 
would  not  satisfactorily  effect  his  desires, 
and  I  know  that  he  has  devoted  very 
much  consideration  to  the  clause  which 
he  has  just  moved.  In  fact,  I  think  any 
one  who  listened  to  the  speech  he  has 
just  delivered  will  recognise  that  he  has 
gone  into  the  minutiae  of  a  complicated 
subject  with  great  ability  and  energy.  But 
I  am  bound  to  say — and  my  noble  friend 
is  aware  of  the  fact — that  the  clause  as  it 
stands,  if  embodied  in  the  law,  would  not 
carry  out  his  wishes,  because,  although 
it  would  remedy  some  grievances,  it  would 
effect  other  grievances  even  greater  than 
those  which  he  seeks  to  remedy.  He 
proposes  to  take  away  with  one  band  a 
certain  amount  from  the  Revenue,  and  to 

five  a  considerable  amount  with  the  other 
and.  Having  had  this  matter  investi- 
gated during  the  last  three  weeks  very 
carefully  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  I  do  not  think  the  net 
loss  to  the  Revenue  would  be  very 
serious.  But  there  would  be  grievances 
effected  in  certain  cases,  which  my  noble 
friend  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Wood- 
bridge  who  sits  beside  him  are  aware  of, 
and  which  I  am  quite  sure  neither  of 
them  would  desire  to  inflict.  Now 
I  have  a  proposal  to  make  to  my  noble 
friend.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouth  and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  the  Dumfries 
Burghs  were  here  to-day,  I  think  they 
would  admit  that  this  question  of  aggre- 
gation is  not  at  present  in  a  satisfactory 
condition ;  they  would  admit  that  there 
is  ground  for  the  complaint  my  noble 
frieiid  has  made,  and  that  some  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  remedy  that  complaint, 
without  at  the  same  time  causing  other 
sources  of  complaint  and  of  loss  to  the 
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Revenue.  Now,  if  my  noble  friend  will 
not  press  this  clause  to-day,  what  I  pro- 
pose is  this.  The  question  is  most  com- 
plicated and  most  difficult.  It  is  one 
which  if  the  House  would  be  good  enough 
to  take  my  advice  they  would  not  attempt 
to  deal  with  without  inquiry.  I  would 
propose  that  in  the  course  of  the  autumn  a 
Departmental  Committee  should  be  ap- 

ninted  to  consider  this  subject,  on  which 
ihould  be  extremely  glad  to  have  the 
services  of  my  noble  friend  and  of  other 
hon.  Members  who  are  interested  in  this 
matter.  We  must  endeavour  to  thresh  the 
matter  out  and  arrive  at  some  result,  which 
may  be  embodied  in  legislation  next  year, 
which  will  remedy  this  grievance  without 
causing  any  great  loss  to  the  Revenue 
or  creating  other  grievances. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  believe  that  there 
are  in  the  House  a  few  Members  who 
think  that  they  understand  this  subject, 
but  are  there  any  Members  who  really  in 
their  conscience  could  declare  that  they 
do  understand  the  question  t  I  am  not 
so  sure  but  that  there  are  two  gentlemen 
sitting  next  each  other  on  the  Opposition 
bench — the  noble  Lord  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Woodbridge — who  under- 
stand it ;  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn,  who  knows  everything ; 
and  there  are  my  hon.  and  learned  friends, 
the  Members  for  Dumfries  and  Hadding- 
ton, the  ex-Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  at 
present  holds  that  office.  A  good  many 
of  these  authorities — certainly  all  on  this 
side  of  the  House — are  absent  to-day.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  intervene  in  a  matter 
which  I  cannot  say  I  really  understand. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
a  proposal  which  appears  to  me  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly discreet  and  wise.  There  is  a 
danger,  in  the  administration  of  this  most 
intricate  law,  of  harshness  towards  indi- 
viduals, and  also  a  danger  of  affecting  tho 
interests  of  the  State.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  as  I  understand  it,  proposes 
that  there  shall  be  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee, or  a  body  of  that  kind,  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  aggregation,  and  to 
report  what  amendment  that  Committee 
would  recommend  on  the  present  practice. 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  to 
some  extent  the  opinion  of  tho  author  of  the 
Act,  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Monmouth,  and,  although  I  am  not 
entitled,  to  speak;  in  bis  name,  I  under- 
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stand  he  will  have  no  objection  toan  inquiry 
into  the  matter.  Of  course  tho  inquiry  is 
to  affect  not  the  principle  but  the  working 
of  the  provision  which  carries  the  principle 
into  effect.  That  being  so,  I  think  I  can 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
opinion  on  this  side  of  the  House,  very 
unworthily  represented  by  me,  is  in  favour 
of  the  proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  a  Committee. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis) :  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  for  the  compliment  he  has 
paid  me  that  I  know  everything.  I  know 
perfectly  well  that  under  certain  ciroum- 
stances  and  on  some  occasions  I  can  be  as 
ignorant  as  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
himself.  I  have,  I  admit,  taken  some 
trouble  in  regard  to  this  question  of 
aggregation.  As  to  the  particular  point 
referred  to  by  my  noble  friend,  it  is  one 
of  the  grievances  called  "  hard  cases."  It 
is  not  a  very  large  grievance  and  it  exists 
in  a  very  few  limited  number  of  instances. 
If  my  noble  friend's  clause  were  adopted  it 
would,  undoubtedly,  not  have  any  great 
effect  on  the  Revenue.  While  it  would 
relieve  to  some  extent  a  hardship,  it 
would  bring  in  further  revenue  in  another 
direction.  But  I  think  it  is  extremely 
dangerous  to  deal  with  an  Act  of  this 
sort  piecemeal  and  by  way  of  meeting 
hard  cases  as  they  arise.  If  you  have  to 
deal  with  it  you  should  deal  with 
principles,  and  modify  them  where  you 
can.  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  noble  friend,  because  I  pre- 
sume, that,  after  the  concession  made  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  will 
not  press  it.  What  I  say,  however,  is 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
bowels  of  compassion  for  some  of  the 
hard  cases  under  this  Act,  but  for  others 
he  seems  to  have  none.  The  case  of 
aggregation  I  fully  admit  is  one  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  Act.  I  have  made  a 
calculation,  and  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion, and  I  believo  I  am  right,  that  in- 
stead of  there  being,  as  was  intended 
under  the  Act,  one  aggregation  of  aH 
property,  there  are  no  less  than  19 
aggregations  and  segregations  of  pro- 
perty, and  so,  instead  of  having 
one  rate,  you  have  19  different  rates ; 
therefore  no  doubt  aggregation  in  itself 
and  by  itself  is  a  very  proper  subject  for 
inquiry,  but  it  is  not  the  only  subject  for 
inquiry,    Jf  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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is  going  to  inquire  into  one  of  the  hard- 
ships which  he  thinks  may  be  included  in 
this  Act,  there  are  others  which  require 
attention.  There  is  the  assumption  that 
everything  a  man  has  in  his  life  is  sup- 
posed to  be  a  fraud  under  the  Act.  There 
is  the  assumption  under  which  you  give 
your  wife  a  ring,  and  die  within  twelve 
months,  and  your  wife  has  to  pay  duty  on 
all  the  rest  of  the  property.  Then  again,  if 
a  man  gives  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  in 
the  rent  to  his  tenants,  duty  has  to  be 
paid  on  the  25  per  cent,  because  it  is  a 
gift.  I  could  name  half  a  dozen  hardships 
and  I  therefore  trust  that  if  a  Departmental 
Committee  is  to  be  appointed  it  will  not 
be  restricted  to  the  question  of  aggrega- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington) :  I  have 
listened  with  attention  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn.  The 
clause  of  the  noble  Lord  is  one  which 
deals  with  a  subject  which  I  agree  is  a 
very  intricate  one.  Aggregation  under 
the  Finance  Act  is  simple  enough  where 
it  is  a  case  merely  of  two  estates  belong- 
ing to  the  same  testator  passing  at  death. 
There  it  is  a  plain  enough  principle  to 
treat  them  as  one.  But  when  you  come 
to  two  estates  passing  upon  the  testator's 
death,  one  of  which  has  not  been  his  own, 
you  get  to  a  much  more  difficult  question 
of  justice.  It  may  often  be  very  unfair 
to  tax  on  the  aggregate  footing.  There 
are  other  cases  in  which  it  may 
be  apparent  that  such  taxation  should 
take  place,  and  the  difficulty  is  to  find 
the  true  principle.  Now,  as  the  law  at 
present  stands  it  is  very  defective.  If 
an  estate  not  belonging  to  the  testator 
passes  to  one  son  on  his  death,  and 
another  estate  to  another  son,  there  is 
aggregation.  It  may  be  a  very  small 
estate  or  a  very  big  estate,  and  that  may 
be  a  real  injustice ;  because  the  duty  is 
not,  as  is  generally  the  case  with  the 
testator's  property,  taken  out  of  the  bulk 
of  the  testator's  property  before  it  passes 
to  the  beneficiary ;  the  whole  burden  in 
that  case  may  fall  upon  one  very  ill  able 
to  bear  it.  Take  another  instance. 
Property  passes  on  a  testator's  death  to 
his  brother,  part  of  it  under  the  testator's 
own  will,  and  part  of  it  under  an  outside 
eottVmfMit.     There  is  no  aggregation. 

•    as  wrong  as  ti  e  other  if 

.jU  i,  \et  loth  arise  under  the  law 
of  the  existing  Act.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  noble  Lord  has  much  to 

Mr.  G.  Bmles. 


commend  it,  but  in  this  proposal 
every  reform  in  so  difficult  a  field  wants 
great  consideration.  The  suggestion  of  a 
Committee  which  has  been  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  proper  one,  and  a  suggestion 
to  which  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  should  accede.  Speaking  for  my- 
self, I  have  only  one  view  of  what  is 
right  wjth  regard  to  this  matter,  and  that 
is,  while  being  ready  to  strengthen  the 
Act  in  order  to  carry  out  its  principle,  to 
be  ready  equally  to  pare  off  all  the  minor 
injustices — sometimes,  I  admit,  galling— 
arising  from  the  application  which  has 
been  made  of  a  novel  principle  in  an  Act 
which  is  without  exact  precedent. 

Lord  ALWYNE  COMPTON  :  In 
moving  the  clause  I  had  no  intention  of 
going  behind  the  Act.  I  am  perfectly 
confident  that  the  more  the  matter  is 
scrutinised  the  more  clearly  will  it  be 
established  that  there  is  an  injustice,  and 
as  an  inquiry  has  been  promised  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  1  beg  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  At  the 
present  time,  as  hon.  Members  are  no 
doubt  aware,  the  principle  of  the  Act  is 
that  the  first  duty  shall  be  charged  upon 
the  principal  value,  but  in  the  case  of 
agricultural  property  there  is  a  special 
proviso  which  provides  that  the  principal 
value  shall  not  exceed  25  times  the 
annual  value  as  assessed.  The  annual 
value  is  arrived  at  by  a  severe  process  of 
deduction.  There  are  deductions  for 
tithes,  insurance,  rates,  management,  and 
rents — in  fact,  for  every  conceivable 
charge  on  land ;  and  the  absolutely  irre- 
ducible minimum  which  is  left,  multiplied 
by  25,  is  the  principal  value  to  bo  taxed. 
That  proviso  was  introduced  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  the  intention  of 
the  proviso  being  clearly  shown  by  the 
following  short  extract  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  : 

"  The  main  object  of  my  Amendment  is  to 
secure  that  the  owners  of  agricultural  land, 
which  is  practically,  or  very  nearly,  unsaleable, 
shall  pay  upon  the  value  which  such  land  will 
fetch  in  the  open  market.  Of  course  I  admit 
that  25  years  purchase  is  probably  far  too 
much  for  a  great  deal  of  the  agricultural  land 
of  the  country." 

There  are  threo  ways  of  dealing  with 
this  question.     You  may  either  remove 
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the  proviso  and  leave  agricultural  land  to  1 
be  treated  on  its  real  principal  value,  or  you 
may  say — and  I  think  this  is  the  method 
to  which  I  should  give  preference — that  j 
twenty-five  years,  instead  of  being  the 
maximum,  should  be  the  minimum.  Then 
there  is  the  third  method,  which  I  now 
propose  to  the  House,  and  that  is,  to  extend 
to  other  land  beside  agricultural  land  the 
advantages  given  to  that  particular  land. 
I  do  not  think  it  right  that  an  estate 
which  brings  in  net  £1,000  a  year  should 
only  pay  on  £25,000  value.  Would  a 
gentleman  who  has  an  estate  worth 
£1,000  a  year  be  prepared  to 
take  £25,000  for  it  1  I  doubt 
ven*  much  whether  he  would  take 
£40,000  or  £50,000 ;  and  if  there  were 
special  advantages  attaching  to  it  he 
might  ask  £60,000,  £70,000,  £80,000,  or 
even  £90,000.  I  therefore  think 
there  is  a  specially  favourable  esti- 
mate given  to  agricultural  land, 
which  I  think  should  be  extended 
to  other  land.  Take  an  example. 
Two  very  interesting  Returns  have 
been  presented  to  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  purchase  of  land  by  the 
War  Office  on  Salisbury  Plain.  They  are 
not  absolutely  correct — neither  gross  nor 
net  rental  is  correct.  We  have  neard  to- 
day from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  that  the  gross  rentals  are  not 
correct  because  the  farmers  are  claiming 
the  deductions  which  they  have 
had  for  years,  part  of  which  are 
not  included.  Therefore  anv  de- 
duction I  draw  from  the  Returns 
would  be  rather  less  favourable  than  they 
appear.  I  only  propose  to  draw  one 
moral  from  the  figures,  and  that  is,  that 
the  gross  rental  is  admittedly  higher 
than  the  rental  the  farmers  have  paid. 
The  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
tell  us  that  the  average  number  of 
years'  purchase  on  which  they  have 
been  getting  duty  on  the  gross  annual 
value  is,  in  the  case  of  agricultural 
property,  between  Hi  and  17  ;  in  the  case 
of  house  property — i.e.,  leasehold,  no 
doubt — between  15  and  16  ;  and  in  the 
case  of  ground  rents  about  27,  so  that 
there  is  an  enormous  difference. 
The  gross  rental  in  the  return 
is  £9,429,  and  if  we  multiply  it  by 
17  it  will  give  the  value  of  the  whole 
property  at  about  £160,000.  The  War 
Office  paid  £476,000  for  it,  and  therefore 
it  comes  to  this,  that  while  the  selling 
price  in  the  market  is  £476,000,  estate 


duty  is  only  paid  on  £160,000.  Then,  if 
the  net  rental  of  £6,3 1 6  is  multiplied  by  25, 
it  gives  £157,000.  There  again  there 
is  a  very  vast  difference  between  the  sum 
on  which  duty  is  paid  and  the  actual 
price  of  the  estate.  I  think  it  is  right 
that  agricultural  land  should  have  these 
advantages,  but  I  hold  also  that  other 
classes  of  land  should  have  the  same 
advantages.  I  have  never  ceased  in  my 
opposition,  not  to  the  death  duties,  for  I 
regard  them  as  an  excellent  form  of 
taxation,  but  to  the  false  principle  and 
the  exaggerated  rates  of  duty  imposed 
by  the  Finance  Act  of  1894.  But  if  the 
principle  of  the  Act  is  to  remain,  if  the 
rates  of  the  duty  under  it  are  to  be 
charged,  then  let  us  all  be  tarred  with 
the  same  brush  as  regards  personal  pro- 
perty, agricultural  property,  and  urban 
landed  property.  The  reason  is  that  I 
know  perfectly  well  that  if  I  get  every- 
body tarred  with  the  same  brush 
they  will  be  more  ready  to  join 
with  me  in  securing  Amendments. 
My  difficulty  always  has  been  to  get  the 
assent  of  the  country  gentlemen  to  the 
improvement  of  this  Act.  They  will  not 
assist  me  because  they  are  taxed  so 
lightly  under  this  25  years'  arrangement ; 
but  it  I  can  get  all  the  duty  put  up  to  the 
same  rate,  then  I  think  they  will  not  be 
able  to  wrap  themselves  in  their  mantle  of 
25  years  and  hold  themselves  disinterested. 
It  is  a  very  great  advantage  when  we 
wish  to  have  a  bad  law  repealed  to  put  it 
in  force  as  far  as  possible,  and  it  is  on  that 
principle  that  I  should  like  to  see  a  bad 
law  made  a  little  more  harsh  where  it 
presses  least.    The  Amendment  which  I 

f>ropose  to  move  would  extend  to  other 
and  the  provisions  which  now  apply  to 
agricultural  land.  I  can  hardly  expect 
its  ready  acceptance  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
In  fact,  I  rather  expect  his  opposition, 
because  he  told  the  House  he  meant  to 
resist  whatever  I  propose  in  reference  to 
the  death  duties. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  No,  no  ! 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Let  mo 
quote  my  right  hon.  friend's  words : 

"  I  have  resisted  the  insidious  proposal  of  the 
lion.  Member  for  King's  Lynn,  and,  whatever 
he  says,  I  shall  continue  to  resist  him,  localise 
I  know  that  his  object  is  to  destroy  the  Act, 
not  legitimately,  but  by  evasions  which  will 
.  prevent  its  working." 
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I  have  never  suggested  evasions,  but 
I  have  proposed  Amendments.  My  right 
hon.  friend  says  he  will  always  resist  my 
proposals,  but  he  accepted  half  a  dozen  of 
them  in  the  Act  of  1896,  although  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  inform  the 
House  that  they  were  my  suggestions.  I 
do  not  expect  that  my  present  proposal 
will  be  accepted,  but  I  put  it  forward  for 
consideration,  and  the  reasons  I  have  given 
in  support  of  it  are  not  without  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  cogency. 

New  Clause  (extension  of  special 
method  of  valuation  of  agricultural  pro- 
perty to  other  landed  property) — (Mr. 
Gibson  Bowks) — brought  up,  and  read  the 
first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  The  hon. 
Member's  speech  is  a  singular  argument 
in  favour  of  the  proposal  he  has 
made  to  the  House.  He  started  with  the 
assumption  that  agricultural  land  had  an 
unfair  advantage  in  taxation  by  the 
proviso  in  the  Finance  Act.  The  hon. 
Member's  original  proposal  on  the  Paper 
was  that  instead  of  25  years  being  the 
maximum,  it  should  be  the  minimum  at 
which  agricultural  land  should  be  valued. 
What  he  really  desires  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  years'  purchase  at  which 
agricultural  land  is  assessed  for  the 
purpose  of  the  death  duties,  and  his  argu- 
ment tended  in  that  direction  because  he 
based  it  on  the  price  given  by  the 
War  Office  for  the  land  recently  pur- 
chased on  Salisbury  Plain  for  manoeuvring 
purposes.  When  land  is  purchased  under 
compulsory  powers  by  a  Government 
Department  from  owners  who  do  not  wish 
to  sell,  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  be  ob- 
tained at  a  low  value.  It  would  be  absurd 
to  assess  for  taxation  the  land  generally 
throughout  the  country  on  such  a  basis. 
The  hon.  Member  says  he  thinks  the  law 
as  it  stands  is  inequitable.  What  did  he 
say  when  this  very  proviso  was  under 
discussion  ?  He  said  it  was  a  con- 
cession on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  went  on  to  point  out  that 
the  Government  had  driven  rather 
a  hard  bargain,  as  the  number  of  years' 
purchase  of  agricultural  land  was  taken  at 
25  as  a  maximum,  but  that  so  high  a 
figure  had  never  been  taken  up  to  the 

? resent  in  regard  to  agricultural  land, 
herefore  the  hon.  Member  at  the  time 

Mr,  G.  Bowles, 
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did  not  think  it  unfair  or  inequitable  to 
assess  agricultural  land  more  lightly  than 
any  other  class  of  land  or  property,  Now 
he  desires,  by  his  proposal,  not  to  increase 
the  rate  at  which  agricultural  land  may 
be  assessed,  but  to  extend  a  low  rate 
of  assessment  to  other  classes  of 
realty.  In  the  first  place,  I  would 
say,  in  regard  to  house  property,  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  reason  for  the 
proposal.  House  property  must  neces- 
sarily be  subject  to  very  large  deductions 
for  repairs  in  assessing  its  annual  value 
for  the  purpose  of  death  duties  or 
anything  else.  I  find  that  the  highest 
average  number  of  years'  purchase 
at  which  house  property  has  been  valued 
in  the  course  of  the  last  five  years  for 
death  duty  is  a  little  over  eighteen 
years  on  the  net  value,  which  is  lower 
than  the  average  on  agricultural  land, 
so  that  if  the  proviso  of  the  hon.  Member 
were  applied  to  house  property  it  would 
have  no  practical  effect,  while  it  would 
draw  a  most  invidious  distinction  between 
freehold  and  leasehold  house  property, 
and  I  think  he  will  see  that  himself. 
But  when  we  come  to  another  head  of 
realty,  viz.,  ground  rents,  I  must  venture 
to  say  that  this  proviso  would  be  entirely 
inapplicable.  Ground  rents  are  not  too 
heavily  taxed,  in  my  opinion — I  have 
never  thought  otherwise — for  death  duty 
purposes,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they 
are  not  liable  to  the  kind  of  deductions 
to  which  the  ordinary  ownership  of 
real  property,  such  as  houses  and  agri- 
cultural land,  is  liable.  I  hope  I  have 
said  enough  to  convince  the  House  that 
the  proposal  of  my  hon.  friend  is  un- 
necessary and  impracticable. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
King's  Lynn,  on  questions  of  this  nature, 
is  regarded  as  a  very  competent  authority, 
and  I  could  hardly  believe  my  eyes  when 
I  read  the  suggestions  in  his  first  clause. 
I  need  hardly  assure  him  that  I  would 
rather  endeavour  to  forget  what  is  past, 
and  to  believe  that  he  placed  his  clause  on 
the  paper  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration.  My  hon.  friend  talks  about 
an  irreducible  minimum  in  connection 
with  the  value  of  agricultural  landed  pro- 
perty. If  my  hon.  friend  had  any  prac- 
tical experience  he  would  know  differently. 
We  all  find  that  what  we  thought  was  an 
irreducible  minimum  last  year  is 
from    various    causes     still  further 
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reduced  this  year.  Then,  my  hon.  friend 
makes  no  distinction  between  the  case 
of  an  estate  determined  in  accordance 
with  an  Act  of  Parliament  depriving 
owners  of  their  land  without  their  consent 
and  that  of  land  disposed  of  in  the  open 
market.  I  am  sorry  my  hon.  friend  has  so 
far  fallen  away  from  his  sphere  of  useful- 
ness, and  I  am  sorry  also  to  take  exception 
to  another  line  of  argument  he  employed. 
He  talked  of  the  death  duties  as  a  very 
round  source  of  Revenue,  subject  to  the 
restrictions  which  he  himself  would  place 
upon  them.  I  think  they  are  a  very  ob- 
jectionable means  of  raising  Revenue,  and  I 
have  always  held  that  view.  My  hon. 
friend's  authority  is  high — I  say  it  in 
no  sarcastic  spirit — no  one  knows  the 
system  and  principles  of  taxation  better 
than  he  does,  but  he  has  not  added 
to  his  authority  by  that  statement. 
I  have  no  objection  to  relief  being  given 
to  the  taxpayer  if  it  be  put  forward  on  a 
fair  and  thorough  basis,  but  I  do  not 
understand  when  my  hon.  friend  pro- 
poses his  clause  that  that  is  his  intention. 
I  think  it  will  have  the  effect  of  weak- 
ening the  slight  concession  made  to 
agricultural  land,  and  I  hope  on  this 
ground  that  he  will  not  press  the  matter. 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton)  : 
I  understand,  from  what  fell  from  tne 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn,  that  cer- 
tain lands  have  been  sold  to  the  War 
Office  on  Salisbury  Plain,  and  that  this 
land  would  amount,  roughly  speaking,  to 
£150,000.  These  lands,  I  understand, 
have  been  sold  for  something  like 
£400,000.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer says  we  must  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  something  was 
paid  for  disturbance.  I  believe  10 
per  cent,  was  paid  for  disturbance, 
and  that  would  be  in  all  £165,000. 
Consequently  the  landowners  are 
gaining  too  great  an  advantage  from 
the  present  state  of  the  death  duties. 
Admitting  that  they  have  been  sold 
at  a  fair  price,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  landowners  at  the  present  moment 
only  pay  between  one-third  and  one-half 
of  what  other  persons  with  money  have 
to  pay  for  death  duties.  If  that  is  so,  I 
can  only  say  that  landowners  gain  an 
undue  advantage  as  against  personal  pro- 

n;  and  the  sooner  that  state  of  things 
tered  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
community. 
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Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  new  Clause  3 
(inserted  in  Committee),  line  6,  after  the 
word  "enumerated,"  to  insert  the  words 
"and  tested."— (Air.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer.) 

Question  proposed — 
"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  I  desire 
to  point  out  that  we  have  not  seen  these 
clauses  before,  and  we  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  changes  proposed  in  the 
Finance  Bill  which  we  are  considering. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  pro- 
posing an  Amendment  which  we  have 
never  seen  before.  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  the 
matter  consideration  he  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  ought  to  have  the  Bill 
printed  as  it  now  stands,  and  let  us  see  it 
in  its  new  form  before  he  asks  us  to 
proceed  with  it. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  omitted 
in  the  first  instance  to  move  that  the  Bill 
should  be  reprinted,  and  afterwards  I 
forgot  the  matter ;  but  this  clause  which 
I  desire  to  amend  is  the  clause  imposing 
the  duty  on  bottled  spirits.  I  should  be 
very  happy  to  read  it. 

Mr.  LOUGH :  We  cannot  take  it  in 
like  that,  because  we  have  not  measured 
carefully  the  effect  of  this  Amendment. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has,  I  dare  say, 
explained  very  fully  the  meaning  of  this 
Amendment.  At  the  same  time  I  must 
appeal  not  only  to  ■  his  Sense  of  fairness, 
but  also  to  his  recollection  of  the  ordinary 
proceedings  of  the  House,  whether  it  is 
not  an  extraordinary  thing  to  ask  us  to 
discuss  this  Finance  Bill  without  having 
had  the  Bill  reprinted  with  the  Amend- 
ments inserted  in  it  in  Committee.  I 
venture  to  say  that  a  first-class  Bill  of  this 
kind  should  have  been  reprinted,  because 
the  Bill  was  very  substantially  amended 
in  Committee.  There  were  great  changes 
made  in  the  rates  chargeable  on  wines  and 
spirits,  and  there  was  a  long  Amendment 
inserted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stafford- 
shire. I  notice  on  the  Paper  that  there  ia 
a  series  of  important  Amendments  by  the, 
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right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  think  he  will 
readily  see  what  sort  of  position  we  are 
in.  Surely  we  ought  to  have  the  Bill 
before  us  after  going  through  Committee, 
as  it  issued  from  that  stage,  l>efore  we  arc 
invited  to  consider  any  further  Amend- 
ments upon  it.  I  do  dot  think  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  adjourn  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill  until  Thursday,  in  order 
that  we  might  have  the  Bill  reprinted. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.) :  In 
order  to  give  effect  to  the  contention  put 
forward  Twill  move  "that  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill  be  postponed."  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  knows  perfectly 
well  that  the  Bill  will  pass  on  Thursday 
if  it  is  taken  up  then,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  admit  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  claim  for  delay. 

Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolverhampton, 
E.)  :  I  beg  leave  to  second  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  I  appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  accept  it,  because  other- 
wise a  very  dangerous  precedent  may 
be  set.  The  House  has  very  strict 
rules  in  reference  to  financial  matters, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  am 
sure,  would  not  like  to  weaken  our  control 
in  regard  to  financial  legislation.  A  great 
many  important  changes,  and  certainly  a 
very  important  new  clause,  was  introduced, 
which  I  did  not  quite  understand,  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Staffordshire.  We 
have  not  seen  the  Bill  printed  in  its 
amended  form,  and  we  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  putting  down  any  Amend- 
ment. As  a  matter  of  principle,  as  well 
as  propriety,  I  appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  postpone  the  Bill.  The 
London  Government  Bill  is  the  next 
order,  and  we  can  get  on  with  that.  We 
will  give  every  facility  for  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  but  I  think  we  ought  to  maintain 
the  absolute  freedom  of  the  House  in 
dealing  with  financial  matters. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  really 
think  that  I  have  some  grounds  of 
complaint,  for,  although  I  assumed  that 
the  Bill  would  be  reprinted,  no  notice 
was  given  me  that  objection  would  be 
taken  to  proceeding  with  the  Bill  because 
it  has  not  been  reprinted.  If  this  matter 
had  been  mentioned  to  me  yesterday  

Sir  H.  UAMPBELL-BANNEUMAN : 
But  we  did  not  know  until  this  morning. 

Sir  H.  Camjpbell-Bannerman. 


♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  There  have 
not  been  such  important  changes  in  the 
Bill  as  hon.  Members  seem  to  think, 
although  some  changes  were  made  in  the 
wine  and  spirit  duties.  However,  I  do 
not  wish  to  force  the  matter  on  the 
House,  and  as  the  Bill  has  not  been 
printed  I  will  consent  to  the  debate  being 
adjourned. 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
227.] 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  MOON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  I  think 
that  the  attitude  of  those  who  have 
oft-times  the  control  of  public  records  is 
hardly  so  sympathetic  as  it  should  be,  and 
they  do  not  take  that  care  and  interest  in 
them  which  they  should.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  Amendment  I  have  on  the 
Paper  is  necessary,  especially  the  last 
portion  empowering  new  borough  councils 
to  spend  money  in  the  proper  registration 
of  their  records. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  cannot  move  the  last  por- 
tion, as  it  clearly  involves  a  charge  upon 
the  rates. 

Mr.  MOON  :  Then  I  beg  to  move  the 
first  portion  of  the  clause  down  to  the 
word  "  for  their  preservation." 

New  clause — 

"  No  person  shall  he  eligible  aa  borough 
councillor  who  holds  a^iy  office  the  salary  of 
which  is  paid  either  whollv  or  partly  out  of 
funds  provided  either  directly  or  indirectly  out 
of  the  rates  or  out  of  the  county  fund.  It  shall 
he  the  duty  of  every  new  borough  council 
formed  under  this  Act  by  the  incorporation  of 
a  single  parish  to  take  effectual  measure*  for 
the  care  and  preservation  of  all  vestry  minutes, 
rate  books,  valuation  books,  maps,  and  all  other 
records  belonging  to  the  civil  parish,  and  in 
cases  when  a  new  borough  council  is  formed  by 
the  incorporation  of  several  parishes  or  district 
boards,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  new  borough 
council  to  collect  the  records  belonging  to  the 
said  parishes  and  district  boards,  and  to  take 
measures  for  their  preservation.  And  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  new  borough  council  to 
expend  money  out  of  the  rates,  for  the  prepara- 
tion and  printing  of  inventories  and  calendars 
of  such  documents  which  may  he  deemed  to  he 
of  historical  or  public  interest." — {Mr.  Moot}.) 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
TREASURY  (Mr  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester E.) :  I  am  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  my  hon.  friend.  I  think  indeed, 
a  question  has  already  been  put  to  me 
in  the  House  on  the  general  subject, 
and  that  I  have  given  a  specific  answer. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  ancient  records  in  a  clause  of 
this  kind,  simply  in  reference  to  the 
case  of  London,  and  not  in  reference 
to  the  country  at  large.  I  think  it  is  true 
that  all  over  the  country  we  have  a  very 
imperfect  record  of  historic  documents, 
and  probably  the  people  who  are  day  by 
day  in  occupation  of  their  office  do  not 
devote  that  attention  and  money  that  is 
required  in  order  to  keep  in  order  valu- 
able and  historic  documents  which  throw 
a  very  useful  light  upon  the  past.  I  do 
not  think  that  anything  will  be  gained 
for  the  object  which  my  friend  has  in 
view  by  adopting  even  only  the  words  he 
is  allowed  to  move.  He  cannot  move  the 
latter  part  of  his  proposed  Amendment 
because  that  would  be  out  of  order,  and 
with  regard  to  the  other  portion  I  think 
the  whole  matter  is  amply  safeguarded  by 
present  legislation.  Tho  whole  subject  is 
at  present  under  investigation,  and  a 
Report  will  shortly  be  represented  upon 
which  practical  steps  will,  probably,  be 
taken,  applying  to  the  whole  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  After 
the  observation  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  I  do  not  propose  to  support 
the  Amendment.  I  hear  with  great 
pleasure  the  assurance  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and,  as  he  realises  the  im- 
portance of  the  matter  and  is  only 
deterred  from  dealing  with  it  by  the  fact 
that  it  should  be  dealt  with  compre- 
hensively, I  hope  that  when  he  does  deal 
with  the  matter,  having  regard  to  the 
great  importance  of  the  question,  he 
will  precede  any  step  which  he  intends  to 
take  by  having  a  systematic  inquiry. 

Mr.  MOON :  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw 
the  clause. 

Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 


Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  The  object  of  the  Amendment 
I  have  placed  upon  the  Paper  is  to  provide 
an  easy,  expeditious  and  cheap  method 
of  dealing  with  any  questions  of  law 
that  may  arise  with  reference  to  this  Bill, 
j  The  proposed  clause  is  merely  a  re- 
;  production  of  Clause  8,  which  was  put 
into  the  Local  Government  Acts  of  1888 
and  1894.  In  both  cases,  but  especially 
as  regards  the  Act  of  1888,  that  clause 
has  been  largely  availed  of  and  has  been 
found  very  useful.  I  do  not  think  any- 
one can  object  to  the  clause,  because  it 
does  not  make  this  mode  of  raising  a 
question  exclusive,  but  merely  provides 
that  it  shall  be  raised  in  accordance  with 
tho  precedent  I  havo  referred  to.  I  beg 
to  move  the  clause. 

New  clause — 

"If  any  question  arises,  or  is  about  to  arise, 
as  to  whether  any  i>ower,  duty,  or  liability  is 
or  is  not  transferred  by  or  under  this  Act  to 
the  council  of  any  metropolitan  borough,  or 
any  property  is  or  is  not  vested  in  any  such 
council,  that  question,  without  prejudice  to 
any  other  mode  of  trying  it,  may,  on  the 
application  of  the  council,  be  submitted  for 
decision  to  the  High  Court  in  such  summary 
manner  as,  subject  to  any  rules  of  Court,  may 
be  directed  by  the  Court ;  and  the  Court,  after 
hearing  such  parties  and  taking  such  evidence 
(if  any)  as  it  thinks  just,  shall  decide  tho 
question."— {Mr.  Pi:kersgUl. ) 

brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  clause  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  SOLICITOR  -  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  B.  FlN  LAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I 
doubt  whether  this  clause  will  be  as 
necessary  as  the  one  in  the  Acts  of  1888 
and  1894  ;  at  the  same  time  I  have  no 
objection  to  it  whatever. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  added. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  The  Amendment 
I  now  propose  is  a  drafting  Amendment, 
and  at  the  same  time  rests  upon  the 
principle  which  I  understood  the  House 
and  Committee  adopted,  namely,  that  the 
j  whole  of  the  county  outside  the  City  is  to 
be  comprised  in  the  Schedule  of  the  Bill. 
That  being  so,  the  wording  of  the  section 
is  not  very  applicable  to  the  case,  and  this 
Amendment  is  merely  to  make  it  applic- 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  Hne2J,  aftor  'adminis- 
trator,' to  insert  '  and  to  establish  and  incor- 
porate a  council  for  each  of  the  boroughs  so 
formed.'"—  {Mr.  Solicitor-General.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Poplar) :  The  object  of  these 
Amendments  taken  altogether  is  to  get  rid 
of  any  friction  that  is  likely  to  arise  in  the 
creation  of  areas  outside  London.  That  is 
one  of  the  objects  for  which  the  Bill  was 
introduced,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
the  most  extraordinary  state  of  things 
that  was  ever  seen  in  this  House  occurred 
on  the  last  evening  of  this  discussion, 
when  we  had  about  17  areas  scheduled  in 
the  Bill,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  cut  and  carved 
out  the  rest  of  London  at  his  own  sweet 
will.  What  was  done  was  done,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner, 
and  I  do  not  propose  to  oppose  this 
Amendment.  I  am  glad  now  that  there  is 
so  little  left  for  the  Commissioners  to  deal 
with,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  ask  the 
Government  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  is  necessary  to  appoint  special 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  seems  to  me 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  rather  hard  to 
please.  He  first  congratulates  the  Govern- 
ment on  carving  up  the  boroughs,  and  then 
he  objects  to  the  way  in  which  it  is  done. 
The  arrangement  has  been  eminently 
successful.  It  was  impossible  to  lay  down 
a  hard  and  fast  proposition,  and  I  think 
we  have  approached  the  limit  of  perfec- 
tion as  nearly  as  poor  human  nature  can 
be  expected  to  approach  it.  We  may 
confidently  expect  that  when  the  Schedule 
does  appear  it  will  embrace  nearly  all 
London.  I  think  this  Amendment  should 
be  accepted. 

♦Colonel  HUGHES  (Woolwich) :  The 
whole  of  London  is  included,  except,  per- 
haps, Stoke  Newington. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR;  We  have 
arranged  for  that. 

♦Colonel  HUGHES :  If  that  is  to  be  a 
separate  borough,  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
so  decided, 


bul  m 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  The  Solicitor- 
General  said  that  his  Amendment  was  to 
adapt  the  Bill  to  the  Schedule.  The 
Schedule  is  not  complete,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anything  relating  to  the 
way  in  which  Stoke  Newington  is  to  be 
dealt  with.  That  being  so,  I  do  think 
the  Committee  is  entitled  to  ask  the 
Government  now  how  they  intend  to 
proceed  in  that  matter. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  should 
suggest  that  that  should  be  reserved  till 
we  reach  the  Schedule,  when  it  will  be 
open  to  hon.  Members  to  discuss  this 
matter  and  modify  the  Schedule ;  in  which 
case  we  shall  have  to  remodel  the  BUL 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  21,  to  leave  out 
sub-section  (b)."— {Mr.  Solicitor-General.) 

♦Colonel  HUGHES  :  I  want  to  know 
what  is  going  to  be  done  in  Stoke  New- 
ington. I  do  not  see  how  such  cases  as 
Stoke  Newington  can  be  dealt  with  if  this 
sub-section  is  taken  out.  If  Stoke  New- 
ington,  with  a  population  of  only  30,000 
or  40,000,  is  to  be  made  into  a  borough, 
why  should  not  Plumstead,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  62,000,  have  the  same  privi- 
leges 1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  My  hon. 
friend  will,  I  think,  see  that  if  I  com- 
plied with  his  desire  I  would  be  gradu- 
ally dragged  into  a  most  inconvenient 
discussion  on  the  Schedule.  My  hon. 
friend  will  have  full  opportunity  on 
the  Schedule  of  explaining  his  views  in 
regard  to  Stoke  Newington  and  Plum- 
stead,  and  I  very  earnestly  hope  that  he 
will  reserve  to  that  occasion  any  con- 
troversial matter  he  may  desire  to  bring 
forward. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
In  discussing  this  question  of  the  eligi- 
bility of  women  to  serve  as  alder- 
men or  councillors  in  the  new  borough 
councils,  I  hope  that  the  House  will  re- 
main in  the  same  good  temper  which  pre- 
vailed when  the  subject  was  under  dis- 
cussion on  a  former  occasion.  I  beheve  it 
is  admitted  on  41  hands  that  it  is  W*e* 
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aary  that  in  the  Bill  this  question  should 
be  settled  by  express  words.     As  the 
Bill  now  stands  there  are  various  opinions 
as  to  what  it  effects.     Some  hold  that 
women  are  clearly  eligible  to  sit  as  coun- 
cillors, but  not  as  aldermen  ;  while  others 
hold  that  women  are  not  only  eligible  to 
sit  as  councillors  and  aldermen,  but  are 
eligible  even  to  become  mayors.    I  think 
it  is  well  to  dismiss  the  question  alto- 
gether of  the  interpretation  of  the  Bill 
as  it  stands,  and  to  decide  expressly 
whether  women  shall  be  eligible  to  sit  as 
councillors  and  aldermen.   These  councils 
which  we  are   now  creating  will  take 
over  with   very  little   alteration  the 
work  of  the  existing  vestries.    It  may  be 
that  in  the  future  that  work  will  be 
enlarged,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  every 
opportunity  seized  to  increase  the  scope 
of  the  work ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  the 
work  will  be  seriously  enlarged  for  some 
time.    Now,  on  the  vestries  as  at  present 
constituted  women  sit.    They  are  eligible 
to  be  elected,  and  they  are  elected.  I 
find  there  is  a  large  concurrence  of  opinion 
from  those  who  have  had  practical  expe- 
rience of  the  work  of  women  on  vestries 
that  there  is  much  appropriate  work  for 
them  to  do,  which  cannot  be  discharged 
with  equal  qualifications  and  ability  by 
the   male   members   of    the  councils. 
The   most    important    work    of  the 
Dew  borough  councils  for  a  long  time  will 
be  sanitary  work ;  and  in  relation  to  the 
provision  of  sanitation,  the  revision  of 
existing  deficiencies,  suggestions  for  the 
amendment  of  sanitary  legislation,  and, 
above  all,  sanitary  inspection  and  super- 
vision, women  have  shown  themselves  in 
the,  vestries  to  be  pre-eminently  qualified. 
I  am  aware  that  in  some  vestries — at 
least  in  one  vestry — a  motion  has  been 
carried  against  the  admission  of  women  to 
the  councils.    We  should  take  that  for 
what  it  is  worth  ;  but  against  the  signifi- 
cance attached  to  the  fact  that  the  adverse 
motion  had  been  carried  by  a  majority 
in  the  Kensington  Vestry,  I  would  put 
this  circumstance,  that  even  while  the 
Bill  has  been  passing  through  the  House 
there  have  been  elections  to  the  vestries 
all  over  London,   and  that  a  woman 
hag  been  elected  to  sit  in  that  par- 
ticular  vestry,  and    in   the    case  of 
other  vestries  women  have  been  elected. 
The  electors    therefore   have  attested 
tiheir  desire    that    women    should  be 
eligible  to  sit  in  vestries  and  councils. 
When  the-  House  considers  the  character 


oE  vestry  work,  the  experience  we  have 
hsid  of  women  sitting  on  the  vestries,  and 
this  happy  state  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
the  electors,  that  they  at  least  desire  that 
women  should  remain  eligible,  would  it 
not  be  a  very  strong  action  on  the  part  of 
the  House  to  declare  that,  although  they 
had  been  eligible  and  had  served  with 
usefulness,  and  even  with  distinction,  in 
the  past,  they  should  be  no  longer 
eligible?  I  can  scarcely  believe  that  a 
majority  in  this  House  will,  under 
these  circumstances,  take  away  the  fran- 
chise and  the  eligibility  which  have  been 
found  to  be  a  valuable  element  in  the 
constitution  of  the  vestries.  We  now 
come  to  the  question  of  aldermen,  which 
is  a  different  question,  because  hitherto 
the  vestries  have  had  no  aldermen.  There 
are  several  Members  in  this  House  who 
object  to  aldermen  altogether,  but  we 
cannot  enter  on  that  question  now,  since 
the  House  has  decided  to  accept  the 
principle  that  aldermen  are  to  form  part 
of  the  new  boroughs.  But  the  question 
arises  whether  women  as  well  as  men 
should  be  eligible  to  serve  as  aldermen. 
Now  I  hold  that  the  work  to  be  dis- 
charged justifies  the  eligibility  of  women 
as  aldermen  as  much  as  councillors. 
There  is  this  difference  only  between  the 
two  cases.  Women  as  councillors  might 
have  to  undergo  contested  elections, 
whereas  women  as  aldermen  will  obtain 
their  position  by  the  co-option  of  the 
elected  members  of  the  council.  I  could 
conceive  many  Members  objecting  to 
women  having  to  face  the  exigencies  and 
experiences  of  a  contested  election,  but 
that  argument,whatever  it  is  worth,  does 
not  at  all  apply  to  women  being  declared 
eligible  to  serve  as  aldermen.  Many  are 
quite  ready  to  have  women  as  aldermen 
who  would  hesitate  to  have  them  as 
councillors,  and  I  cannot  see  any  possible 
reason  why  those  who  want  women 
to  be  councillors  can  object  to  women 
being  aldermen.  My  proposal  goes 
no  further  than  that.  Some  desire 
that  women  should  be  eligible  as 
mayors,  but  I  make  no  such  proposi- 
tion. There  is  one  substantial  reason 
why  the  line  should  be  drawn  at  mayors, 
and  that  is,  that  the  mayors  of  the  new 
councils  will  be  ex  officio  justices  of  the 
peace.  Now,  what  reason  is  there  why 
women  who  are  now  eligible  as  vestry- 
women  and  councillors  should  not  be 
aldermen  1  The  only  reason  alleged,  that 
I  know  of,  is  the  suggestion  that  if  this 
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provision  is  introduced  into  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  metropolitan  boroughs  it  will 
be  necessary  to  carry  their  eligibility 
into  all  the  municipal  boroughs  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  country. 
I  see  no  necessity  for  carrying  that  eligi- 
bility further  than  is  now  proposed,  unless 
it  is  found  that  the  experiment  now  sug- 
gested works  well,  and  if  it  works  well  I 
do  not  know  why  it  should  not  be 
so  extended.  But  the  reason  for  adopt- 
ing the  proposal  here  is,  it  is  something 
that  stands  by  itself,  and  does  not  require 
that  the  experiment  should  l>e  carried 
further  than  it  is  now  proposed  to  1m; 
carried.  The  question  of  the  boroughs  in 
the  country  may  be  considered  in  the 
future  if  the  experience  of  London 
warrants  making  the  same  proposal  in 
respect  to  these  country  boroughs.  I  beg 
to  propose  the  Amendment  standing  in 
my  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  by  inserting  after  the 
word  4  councillors,'  the  words  '  and  no  person 
eliall  be  disqualified  by  sex  or  marriage  for 
being  elected  or  being  an  alderman  or  a 
councillor.'"— (Mr.  Courtney.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  Inserted." 

♦MR.  E.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone, 
R) :  I  do  not  at  all  quarrel  with 
the  decision  which  has  placed  my  right 
hon.  friend  in  front  of  mc,  because 
he  has  put  the  issue  before  the  House 
in  a  form  which,  if  different  from  mine,  is, 
at  all  events,  a  definite  issue,  and  one  on 
which  the  House  can  come  to  a  decision, 
and  set  the  matter  at  rest.  The  House 
will  recollect  that  the  question  whether 
women  should  be  eligible  as  councillors, 
aldermen,  or  mayors  was  practically  left 
at  the  close  of  the  debate  in  the  state 
precisely  where  it  was  when  the  Bill  was 
introduced.  There  were  three  Divisions 
taken  in  Committee,  each  contradicting 
the  other,  and  the  whole  question  was 
left  in  a  hopeless  tangle  from  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of 
the  House  promised  to  extricate  it 
on  the  Report  stage.  I  should  like  to  re- 
mind the  House  that  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  tho  Bill  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  question,  said 
there  was  no  doubt  that  under  the  Bill 
women  could  sit  as  councillors,  but  that 
there  was  considerable  doubt  as  to  whether 
they  could  sit  as  mayors  or  aldermen. 

Mr.  Courtney.  ' 


But  I  am  anxious  that  they  should 
not  sit  either  as  councillors  or  aldermen. 
I  am  aware  that  the  action  which  I  have 
taken  in  this  matter  is  not  approved  of 
by  that  portion  of  the  fair  sex  which  set 
up  a  claim  to  be  on  an  equality  with  men  in 
most  things,  if  not  in  all,  and  who  are 
everlastingly  proclaiming  to  the  world 
their  rights  and  their  wrongs.     On  the 
other  hand,  I  feel  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  that  if  the  House  were  to  reject 
the  proposal  before  it  the  bulk  of  the 
women  in  the  country  would  be  glad. 
The  proposal  to  drag  them  and  their 
sisters  into  municipal  and  political  war- 
fare— because  it  must  come  to  this — is 
not  regarded  with  favour  by  the  great 
majority    of    women    throughout  the 
country.    I  read  with  some  interest  the 
report  of  a  meeting  held  the  other  day 
by  the  Women's  Liberal  Federation,  at 
which  one  of  the  speakers,  a  woman, 
denounced  as  "  venomous  persons  "  those 
1  who  are  opposed  to  the  women's  fran- 
chise.   I  am  bound  to  assume  I  am  one 
|  of  those  "  venomous  persons  "  whom  these 
I  ladies  would  like  to  see  out  of  Parliament ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  my  punishment  will 
j  come  in  due  course  when  the  Govern- 
'  ment  sees  fit  to  dissolve  Parliament.  My 
!  right    hon.    friend    the    Member  for 
i  Bodmin    has    said    that    women  are 
|  eminently  qualified   to   undertake  the 
1  duties  which  would  be  imposed  on  the 
councils  of  these  new  boroughs.  He 
alluded  to  only  one  duty,  the  supervision 
of  sanitation.  But  I  should  like  to  ask  my 
right  hon.  friend,  what  do  women  know 
about  building  operations,   street  and 
road-making,  drain-making,  sewer-inspec- 
tion, rate-making,  and  the  assessment  of 
houses  ?  I  could  enumerate  an  infinity  of 
other  duties  which,  it  is  clear  to  my  mind,  a 
woman  cannot  discharge.    It  is  true,  I 
admit,  that  women  already  sit  on  some  of 
themetropolitan  vestries,  and  my  right  hon. 
friend  says  they  have  served  with  dis- 
tinction.  Well,  that  is  not  my  experience. 
I  could  count  on  my  fingers  the  women 
who  sit  on  vestries  in  the  metropolis,  and 
my  experience  is  that  they  are  failures, 
and,  in  addition  to  that,  they  are  practi- 
cally  nonentities.  —  ["  Oh  !    oh  ! "  and 
"  Hear !   hear ! "]  —  I   quite  understand 
that  those  hon.   Members  who  are  in 
favour  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pro- 
position object  to  my  describing  these 
women  as  "failures"  and  "nonentities," 
but  that  is,  of  course,  my  personal  opinion. 
We  donotwant  these  ladies  on  the  borough 
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councils.  I  believe  the  majority  of  the 
Members  who  desire  to  see  this  Bill 
effective  want  to  have  men  elected  on 
these  new  councils  who  have  business 
capabilities,  who  have  been  trained  to 
public  life,  and  who  would  bring  to  bear 
on  the  deliberations  and  decisions  of  these 
councils  practical  experience.  I  am  aware 
that  women  sit  on  boards  of  guardians 
throughout  the  country,  and  am  perfectly 
willing  to  admit  that  thev  do  very  good 
service  on  these  boards,  There  are  duties 
in  connection  with  the  working  of  boards 
of  guardians  which  women  can  very 
properly  undertake,  especially  amongst 
the  women  and  children  in  the  work- 
houses, and  on  the  outdoor  roll.  But, 
because  on  some  of  these  bodies  women 
are  doing  good  service,  is  that  any  good 
reason  why  they  should  be  admitted  to 
other  spheres  where,  in  my  view, 
they  would  be  altogether  out  of  place  1 
I  venture  to  say  that,  if  their  claim  to  sit 
on  the  new  borough  councils  is  admitted, 
and  the  House  this  evening  says  by  its 
vote  that  they  shall  be  eligible  for  these 
councils,  their  ambition  will  lead  them 
to  still  higher  flights.  They  will  want 
the  Parliamentary  franchise,  and  even 
other  higher  privileges.  At  the  risk  of  pro- 
ducing another  shudder  in  the  breast  of 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  I  must  repeat 
that  if  the  House  grants  the  privilege  to 
women  of  sitting  as  councillors  or  alder- 
men in  these  councils,  there  is  no  logical 
reason  whatever  for  excluding  them  here- 
after from  the  House  of  Commons  itself. 
At  a  meeting  which  was  held  in  London 
within  the  last  few  days  of  a  great 
number  of  ladies  who  are  in  favour  of 
this  privilege  being  accorded  to  them, 
and  where  some  gentlemen  more  or  less 
prominent  in  Parliament  were  present, 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth  made  a  characteristic  speech,  in 
which  he  said  that  the  House  of  Commons 
was  a  curious  body  (which  we  all  admit, 
of  course) — that  one  day  it  passed  a  law 
against  gambling,  and  the  next  day  it 
adjourned  for  the  Derby.  And  the  hon. 
Baronet  went  on  to  say  that  if  women  sat 
in  Parliament  they  would  do  nothing  so 
inconsistent  as  that.  He  added  that  women 
were  as  fit  as  males  were  to  sit  in  Parlia- 
ment. Sir  Arthur  Arnold,  at  the  same 
meeting,  said  he  believed  strongly  that 
the  office  of  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
should  be  open  to  women.  I  think  that 
reduces  the  matter  almost  to  an  absurdity. 
So  that  if  the  women  themselves  do  not 


aspire  to  priestly  office,  there  are  some 
men  who  would  claim  that  for  them. 
If  we  admit  women  as  councillors 
to  the  new  1  troughs,  it  is  prac- 
tically impossible  to  exclude  them 
from  the  offices  of  aldermen  and  mayor. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  if  in  addition  to  the 
House  allowing  women  to  sit  as  coun- 
cillors they  also  allow  that  they  should  be 
eligible  as  mayors  and  aldermen,  then 
the  whole  thing  will  be  reduced  to  an 
absurdity  and  a  farce.  I  only  know  one 
case  where  a  woman  has  been  elected  as  a 
mayor,  and  that  was  in  New  Zealand, 
where  women  have  the  franchise  and 
other  privileges.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
letter  in  which  it  is  stated  : — 

"  There  ha*  been  only  one  Lady  Mayor  in 
New  Zealand.  She  was  Mrs.  Yates,  and  she 
held  office  in  the  town  of  Onehunga,  near 
Auckland,  in  the  year  1894.  The  proceedings 
at  her  local  Council  were  often  ill-tempered 
and  disorderly,  and  though  she  has  since  asked 
the  ratepayers  to  re-elect  her  they  have  not 
done  so.  ' 

Well,  I  do  not  want  myself  to  see 
an  imitation  of  that  kind  in  this 
country.  The  great  argument  which 
I  venture  to  use  against  women 
being  admitted  is  that  they  do  not  at 
present  sit  on  the  provincial  municipali- 
ties, nor  on  the  London  County  Council ; 
but  I  cannot  for  a  moment  believe  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  having  admitted 
women  into  active  public  life  in  the 
borough  councils,  could  deny  them  the 
privilege  of  sitting  in  provincial  munici- 
palities. For  my  part,  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  House  will  come  to  a  definite  issue 
upon  this  subject,  and  that  they  will  re- 
solve that  women  are  not  entitled  to  be 
either  councillors,  aldermen,  or  mayors. 

♦Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolverhampton, 
E.) :  I  hope  the  House  will  allow  me  to 
say  a  word  or  two  on  this  question, 
because  I  can  claim  some  responsibility 
for  the  legislation  which  at  present  pre- 
vails with  reference  to  the  rural  districts, 
the  urban  districts,  and  London,  because  I 
think  it  was  by  the  Act  of  1894  that  all 
these  steps  were  taken.  There  is  no  doubt 
this  question  with  reference  to  the  posi- 
tion of  women  requires  to  be  dealt  with 
rather  more  straightforwardly  than  it  has 
been  by  this  House.  There  has  been  a 
desire,  perhaps  not  an  unnatural  desire 
having  regard  to  some  considerations,  to 
shirk  the  question,  and  the  House  has 
adopted  a  variety  of  methods  from  time  to 
time   of   postponing    anything    like  a 
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straightforward  decision  upon  tho  ques 
tion,  which,  after  all,  is  of  great  import- 
ance ;  and  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  country 
and  to  the  House  of  Commons,  if  the 
House  has  views,  whether  they  be 
adverse  or  favourable,  that  they 
should  state  them  in  the  open.  I 
would  draw  a  line  in  the  first 
instance,  in  what  I  have  to  say 
to-night,  between  administrative  and  legis- 
lative work.  The  first  step  in  what  is 
called  the  enfranchisement  of  women,  but 
what  I  would  rather  call  the  first  step  in 
the  State  availing  itself  of  the  services  of 
women,  was  in  the  constitution  of  school 
boards,  and  I  do  not  think  that  anybody 
who  has  served  on  school  boards  and  knows 
anything  of  the  working  of  school  board 
education  would  deny  the  fact  that  the 
presence  of  women  on  school  boards  has 
been  of  very  great  value  with  reference  to 
female  education.  Personally,  I  go  so  far 
as  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  a  school  board 
is  properly  constituted  unless  there  is  a 
woman  upon  that  school  board.  And  I 
am  satisfied  that,  strong  as  men  may  be, 
and  wise  as  men  may  be,  they  never  will 
be  able  to  get  that  control  over  female 
education  which  an  efficient  school  board 
ought  to'khave  unless  they  are  assisted  by 
laches  in  carrying  out  the  administration. 
Well,  Sir,  when  I  went  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  I  found  that  there  was 
a  considerable  difference  of  legal  opinion 
as  to  whether  women  were  capable  of 
being  elected  on  boards  of  guardians. 
The  Local  Government  Board  had  avoided, 
I  think  under  legal  advice,  giving  any 
very  definite  opinion  upon  this  question, 
but  I  felt  so  strongly  on  the  point  that  I 
issued  a  circular  to  the  various  boards  of 
guardians  strongly  recommending  the 
election  of  women  on  boards  of  guardians. 
I  agree  with  every  word  thehon.  Gentleman 
has  just  uttered  with  reference  to  the  great 
value — I  may  say  the  inestimable  value — 
of  women  upon  boards  of  guardians.  So 
long  as  you  have  pauper  children,  and  so 
long  as  you  have  pauper  women,  you  are 
bound  to  have  women  placed  in  a  position 
of  responsibility  and  control  with 
reference  to  the  management  of  work- 
houses and  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
The  next  important  step  was  when, 
in  the  Act  of  1894,  we  extended  the 
powers,  or  rather  altered  the  constitution, 
of  boards  of  guardians,  and  made  them, 
in  fact,  rural  councils,  reconstructing  the 
whole  system  of  urban  councils  at  the 
same  time.    I  do  not  remember  that  there 
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was  any  strong  debate  upon  the  subject, 
but  at  all  events  Parliament  affirmed  the 
principle  that  women  might  be  upon  pariah 
councils,  rural  district  councils,  boards  of 
guardians,  and  urban  councils  ;  and  it 
is  a  narrow  line  dividing  urban  district 
councils  from  municipal  ooroughs.  But 
by  that  Act  the  whole  system  of 
urban  district  elections  was  applied  to 
London  vestries,  who  then  were  the 
responsible  local  authorities  in  London. 
We  are  now  asked  to  say  that  what  we 
did  in  1894  was  wrong,  when  women 
were  allowed  to  serve  on  the  vestries  like 
those  of  Paddington,  Islington,  &c,  and 
that  women  are  not  competent  to  serve 
on  those  new  bodies  which  are  to  have 
the  duties  of  the  original  authorities. 
When  we  are  asked  to  make  a  change 
such  as  this,  the  onus  jirobundi  is  upon 
those  who  ask  that  that  change  may  be 
made.  The  first  question  is,  Has  the 
election  of  women  been  a  failure?  I 
do  not  think  the  evidence  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  given  is  at  all  conclusive  upon  that 
point.  He  has  been  rather  severe  on  the 
qualifications  of  the  ladies,  and  on  the 
manner  in  which  they  discharge  their 
duties.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
form  an  opinion,  they  have  discharged 
their  duties  with  great  efficiency  and 
success,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  health 
of  the  people  of  London,  who,  with 
almost  unanimity,  will  w  elcome  the  pres- 
ence of  women  on  these  new  governing 
bodies.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
think  we  should  prefer  that  a  very  strong 
case  should  be  made  out  before  we  reject 
services  which  have  been  already  rendered 
with  efficiency  and  success.  My  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin 
would  exclude  women  from  the  office 
of  mayor,  recognising  that  there  must 
be  a  line  drawn  somewhere  in  reference 
to  the  extent  of  female  public  work. 
I  am  bound  to  tell  the  House  that 
women  are  eligible  as  chairmen  of  urban 
district  councils,  though  the  House 
accepted  my  suggestion  specifically  pro- 
hibiting women  from  becoming  magistrates 
during  their  term  of  office.  I  now  come 
to  a  point  on  which  I  should  like  to  speak 
very  plainly.  While  I  advocate  most 
strongly  the  presence  of  women  on  these 
administrative  bodies,  while  I  believe 
they  are  capable  of  rendering  the  greatest 
service  to  boards  of  guardians,  urban 
councils,  and  district  councils,  and,  I 
believe,  to  the  councils  in  London,  I  am 
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not  prepared  to  go  further  in  that  direc- . 
tion.  I  am  prepared,  in  fact,  to  stead- 
fastly and  persistently  oppose  any  attempt . 
to  convert  women  either  into  mayors,  or  I 
magistrates,  or  archbishops,  or  heads  of  j 
police,  or  generals  in  the  Army,  or  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament.  I  believe  that  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  said  on  the  last  occasion 
when  this  question  came  t>efore  the  House 
represented  the  opinion  of  a  vast  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  country  and  all  sides 
of  politics,  viz.,  that  the  presence  of 
ladies  in  this  House  would  on  public 
grounds  l>e  intolerable.  I  think  we  ought 
to  talk  plainly  on  this  point.  While  we 
advocate  that  the  fullest  scope  should  be 
given  to  female  efficiency  and  female 
assistance  in  public  work,  we  ought  not 
to  keep  in  the  background  that  it  is  our 
firm  and  unalterable  determination  not  to 
proceed  in  a  direction  that  would  render 
Parliament  ridiculous  and  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs  in  this  country 
impossible.  I  think  it  right  to  say 
plainly,  intending  as  I  do  to  support  the 
motion  of  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Bodmin,  that  I  do  not  regard 
this  as  a  link  in  a  long  chain  of  events 
leading  to  something  else.  There  is  a 
line  to  l>e  drawn,  beyond  which  I  do  not 
believe  the  people  of  the  country  will  ever 
go;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  London 
should  be  deprived  of  the  great  advantage 
of  services  rendered  by  ladies  in  local 
»dministration. 

Mb.  COHEN  (Islington,  E.) :  As  a 
matter  of  right  and  justice,  and  in  the 
interests  of  making  these  new  borough 
councils  as  successful  as  the  vestries 
which  they  are  going  to  supersede,  I 
earnestly  hope  that  this  House  will  by  a 
very  large  majority  pass  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEHE  (Northampton) : 
I,  like  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton,  am  logical  in  these 
matters.  I  have  voted  on  all  occasions  J 
not  only  against  women  lieing  members  i 
of  councils  and  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  against  them  having  votes  at  all,  and 
I  always  contemplate  doing  so  as  long  as 
I  have  the  honour  of  being  a  Momber  of 
this  House.  At  the  present  moment  you 
do  not  allow  women  to  sit  on  municipal 
bodies  in  the  country.  Why,  then,  should 
an  exception  be  made  in  the  case  of 
London  1  If  you  admit  women  in 
London,  the  precedent  would  be  followed 
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in  the  provinces,  and  the  noxt  step  would 
be  a  claim  for  women  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  can  see  the  thin 
end  of  the  wedge  in  this  proposition. 
Let  hon.  Members  be  firm.  Let  them  be 
men.  I  will  yield  to  none  in  my  admira- 
tion for  women.  Woman  is  the  right 
person,  provided  she  is  in  her  right  place. 
There  are  some  who  have  not  been  suc- 
cesses as  members  of  their  own  sex,  and 
who  like  to  muddle  and  meddle  in 
politics  in  the  hope  that  they  may  be 
successes  as  men.  Although  there  are 
weak  men  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  I  am  glad  to  see  stalwarts  on  the 
other  side.  The  majority  of  women  will 
not  approve  of  this  proposal.  The  few 
women  who  come  forward  and  make  a 
great  noise  are  never  supported  by  their  - 
own  sex.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bodmin  was  not  logical,  because  he  him- 
self does  not  propose  that  women  should 
be  eligible  for  the  office  of  mayor.  He 
passed  that  point  over  insidiously  with  a 
long  joke.  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
promise  that  he  will  always  vote  against 
women  being  eligible  for  the  office  of 
mayor  or  for  membership  to  the  House  of 
Commons  ?  I  hope  the  House  will  decide 
that  in  the  important  councils  of  the 
nation  men,  and  men  only,  shall  sit. 

♦Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notting- 
hamshire, Mansfield) :  Hon.  Members 
opposite  have  made  a  distinguished  con- 
vert in  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
spoken. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE :  I  beg  my  hon. 
friend's  pardon.  I  was  opposed  to  women 
having  votes  before  half  the  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  were  born. 

♦Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS:  Yes,  but 
the  hon.  Member,  who  is  supposed  to  be  a 
great  Radical,  has  used  the  most  familiar 
of  Tory  arguments  against  all  reform. 
It  is  that  if  something  were  conceded 
something  else  would  be  forthwith  de- 
manded. My  hon.  friend  is  affrighted 
at  the  prospect  of  women  sitting  in  this 
House.  Tho  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
says  that  the  idoa  is  intolerable,  but  I 
will  venture  on  this  prediction — that  if 
the  time  arrives  when  the  electors  of 
this  country  desire  to  send  women 
to  this  House  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  look  upon  this  question  in  a 
very  different  light.  Hon.  Members 
opposite  admit  that  the  services  of  women 
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on  school  boards  and  boards  of  guardians 
have  been  valuable.  Let  me  remind  the 
House  that  there  was  a  time  when  the 
appearance  of  women  on  those  }>oards 
was  quite  a  novelty,  and  when  the  pre- 
diction was  freely  indulged  in  that  their 
presence  would  bo  injurious.  That 
feeling  has  now  entirely  disappeared,  and 
no  one  wishes  to  exclude  them  from  those 
boards.  The  principle  on  which  I  should 
decide  all  these  questions  is  the  principle 
of  freedom — freedom  on  the  part  of  those 
who  aspire  to  positions  of  pub- 
lic importance,  ana  freedom  on  the 
part  of  the  constituencies  to  send 
whom  they  please  to  Parliament 
or  to  other  public  bodies.  The  proposal 
to  exclude  women  is,  in  my  opinion,  one 
that  would  be  unjust  to  the  women  of 
this  country  and  injurious  to  the  country 
as  a  whole. 

Mr.  HEYWOOD  JOHNSTONE  (Sussex, 
Horsham) :  Surely  if  the  people  wish  to  be 
represented  by  women,  and  if  they  think 
that  their  interests  wculd  be  served  by 
women  representatives  on  the  newly  created 


boroughs,  they  should  bo  permitted  to  have 
them.   No  woman  would  be  compelled  to 
serve  or  to  come  forward  as  a  candidate. 
We  recognise  that  women  can  fill  very  use- 
j  ful  positions,  and  I  shall  certainly  vote 
for  this  Amendment,  which  puts  it  in  the 
power  of  the  electors  themselves  to  choose 
I  whether  they  will  or  will  not  be  repre- 
sented by  women.    But,  apart  from  that, 
;  I  should  vote  for  this  Amendment  on  the 
,  grounds  of  humanity.    If  I  know  any- 
I  thing  of  the  history  of  municipal  life,  I 
|  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  newly 
.  created  boroughs  will  celebrate  their  in- 
corporation by  banquets  to  which  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  will  probably  be  in- 
vited, and  it  is  very  desirable  that  they 
should  have  the  guiding  hand  of  women 
in  these  matters.    I  sincerely  hope  that 
women  will  be  elected  to  the  borough 
councils,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  they 
will    discharge   good    and  serviceable 
work. 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  Ayes,  196 ;  Noes, 
161.    (Division  List  No.  171.) 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen.Wm.(New.underLyme) 
Ambrose,  Bobert 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Amold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Apquith.RtHonHerbert  Henry 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baird,  John  Geo.  Alexander 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Man'r) 
Balfour.  Kt  Hn.  G.  W.  (Leeds) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faith  full 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bhownaggree,  Sii  M.  M. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlineon 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyburn 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Cbas.  (Glasgow) 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
CnmpMl-BHitnernifln.  Sir  H. 
Carvill,  1'Htriok  G.  Hmmlton 
Causton,  Rich  aid  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channin^',  Francis  Allston 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 

Mr.  Carvel  fFiUitms. 


AYES. 

Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glas'w) 
Courtney,  Rt  Hon.  L.  H. 
Crombie.  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies.M.Vaughan- (Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Douglas,  C.  M.  (Lanark) 
Drucker,  A. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Evershed,  Sydney 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leitb) 
Finfay,  Sir  Robert  B. 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  P.- 
Fitzmaurb  e,  Lord  Edmond 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gladstone.  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Hal  dan  e.  Richard  Burden 
Harwood,  George 


Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  G. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  S.- 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hobbouse,  Henry 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Holland,  Hon.  L.  R,  (Bow) 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
JohnBon-Ferguson.JabezEdw. 
Jones,  Win.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kennawav,Rt.  H  on.Sir  JobnH . 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kinlocb,SirJonnGeorgeSmyth 
Laweon,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Laweon,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
LucasShadwell,  William 
Lyell.  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis  (Edin.  W) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'KUlop,  James 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  S.  (Bants.) 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (WMtechapel 
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Morley,  Rt  Hn.  J.  (Montrose. ) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.  (Dvnpt.) 
Moolton,  John  Fletcher 
Xewdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Xorthcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nossey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Peace,  H.  P.  (Darliugton) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Fid  ward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Purvis.  Robert 
Keid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Robertson,  Edmnnd  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Rnasell.Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelten'm) 


Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sbaw,  Thomas  i Hawick  B.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.  G .  (Oxf 'd  Unir 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas, Abel  (Carmarthen, E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glamorgan,E.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 


Wedderbnrn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarvell( Notts.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Cliarles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  Hen.  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woodall,  William 
Woodhouse,  SirJ.T.(Hudd'f  d) 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Axcy 
Young,  Commander(Berka,E.) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 

Mr.    Heywood  Johnstone 

and  Mr.  Cohen. 


Acland-Hood,  CaptSirAlex.F. 
Anstruther.  H.  T. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,Capt.  Josceiine  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
B&lcarres,  Lord 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry, RtHn  A  H.Smith  (Hunts 
Btthurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,RtHn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Beaumont,  Wrentworth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bonaor,  Henry  Cosmo  Drme 
Bowles,  T.  Gibson  (King'sLynn 
Brassey,  Albert 
Broadhuret,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St  John 
BrookGekl,  A.  Montagu 
Campbell.Rt  Hn. J. A.Glasgow 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(Derby.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cbaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn.J.fBirm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  Fred.  L.  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R,  (Hereford) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cabitt  Hon.  Henry 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  W.- 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  Fredr  D. 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A  Akers- 
Doxfoid,  William  Theodore 
Dune om be,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
B2 


NOES. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
F«rdell,  Sir  T.  George 
Ft  ll  »wes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher.  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
(lartit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs.HnAGH  (City  of  Lond. 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
GodBon,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Golds  worthy,  Major-General 
Goschen.RtHnG.  J.  (StGeorge's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gretton,  John 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanburv,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Wm. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J  as.  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt  G.  W.  G.- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Jolliffe.  Hon.  H.  George 
King,  Sir  Heniy  Seymour 
Kitson,  Sir  .lames 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Laforc,  Alfred 
Lam  Lei  t,  Geoige 


Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Lockwood,  Lt-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
M '  Donnell  ,Dr.  M.  A.  (Queen'sC 
Maolver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  6ir  John  William 
M'Calmont,  H.  L.  B.  (Cambs.) 
M'Ewan,  William 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey,  Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mild  may,  Francis  Bingham 
Milwara,  Colonel  Victor 
Moon,  Edward  Rolwrt  Pacy 
More,Robt.Jasper(Shrop8hire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred(Monm'thsh. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richaidson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hon.  Chas.  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Liraehouse) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Stanley,  Edw.  J.  (Somerset) 
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Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  Mk.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tully,  Jasper 
Valentia,  Viscount 


{COMMONS} 

Vincent,  Col.  Sir  ('.  E.  Ilownrd 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Win  H. 
Wanklyn,  Janies  Leslie 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm.  I 


jail  m 

Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.(York&) 
Wodebouse,  rlt.Hn.E.R  (Batli) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Boulnois  and  Mr.  Ban- 
bury. 


Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  The  Amend- 
ment I  have  to  move  is — 

"  To  leave  out  in  Clause  2,  page  2,  lines  5 
and  6  the  words  '  that  number  being  divisible 
by  three.'" 

In  the  debate  on  this  question  in  Com- 
mittee the  Government  found  itself 
obliged  to  make  a  concession,  which  pro- 
vided that  any  representation  sent  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  by  a  borough 
council  supported  by  a  two-thirds  majority 
in  favour  of  triennial  elections  would  be 
considered.  Whatever  the  rule  is,  it 
ought  to  be  uniform  over  the  whole  of 
London ;  and  by  the  omission  which  I 
propose  triennial  elections  could  be 
obtained.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
substantial  majority  on  the  newly 
created  councils  will  be  in  favour 
of  triennial  elections,  but  it  is  not 
reasonable  to  suppose  that,  having  re- 
gard to  the  severity  of  the  conditions,  all 
the  councils  will  pass  the  necessary 
resolution.  It  would  be  absurd  to  have 
triennial  elections  in  one  district  and 
annual  elections  in  another,  and  I  hope 
the  Government  will  favourably  consider 
the  Amendment  I  now  move. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  2,  lines  5  and  6,  to  leave  out  the 
words  'that  number  being  divisible  by 
three.'"—  {Mr.  Pickersgill). 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Sm  R.  B.  FINLAY:  The  proposal 
made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  is, 
I  take  it,  to  leave  out  these  words  in 
order  afterwards  to  insert  other  words 
providing  for  triennial  elections  over 
London.  When  this  matter  was  dis- 
cussed in  Committee  a  certain  solution 
was  arrived  at,  and  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  better,  after  con- 
sidering the  views  of  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides,  that  we  should  adhere  to  that 
arrangement. 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  House 
will  remember  that  there  was  a  consider- 
able feeling  in  favour  of  triennial 
elections,  and  ultimately  the  Govern- 
ment made  the  proposal  now  in  the 
Bill.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am 
prepared  to  adhere  to  that  compromise.  I 
quite  agree  that  the  wording  may 
require  some  alteration,  and  I  hope  the 
Government  will  accept  an  Amendment  I 
propose  to  move  in  regard  to  it.  If 
proper  option  is  given  to  adopt  triennial 
elections,  they  will  be  universally  adopted, 
and  therefore  the  desire  we  have  in  our 
minds  will  be  achieved. 


Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  rise  to  support  the  Amend- 
ment moved  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal  Green.  I 
am  aware  of  the  compromise  arrival  at  when 
the  Bill  was  discussed  in  Committee,  but 
although  the  borough  councils  may  vote 
by  a  two-thirds  majority  in  favour  of 
triennial  elections,  representations  must 
afterwards  be  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  their  consideration.  I 
believe  the  same  provision  was  made  in 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894.  Pre- 
vious to  that  Act,  the  elections  for  Poor 
Law  guardians  in  London  took  place 
annually,  but  the  moment  the  l>oards  of 
guardians  had  the  opportunity  for  decid- 
ing whether  they  should  have  annual  or 
triennial  elections,  they  universally  de- 
cided in  favour  of  the  latter.  There  we 
have  a  practical  illustration  of  the  feeling 
in  London  on  this  question ;  and,  that 
being  so,  why  should  we  not  at  once  make 
provision  in  the  Bill  for  triennial  elections, 
without  putting  the  borough  councils  to 
the  cost  of  deciding  for  themselves,  when 
we  know  by  past  experience  what 
their  opinions  will  be  1  There  is 
another  important  point  attached  to 
this  Amendment.  The  chief  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  induce  the  electors  to  take  an 
interest  in  local  affairs.  In  the  year  1900 
this  Bill  will  come  into  operation.  In 
November  we  shall  have  the  first  elec- 
tions for  the  new  boroughs,  and  in  the 
same  month  we  shall  have  the  elections 
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for  the  London  School  Board.  In  March, 
1901,  we  shall  have  the  London  County 
Council  elections ;  in  the  following  month 
the  elections  for  boards  of  guardians  in 
London,  and  possibly  in  the  summer  we 
may  have  Parliamentary  elections,  and  if 
this  Bill  is  allowed  to  stand  in  its  present 
form  we  may  have  in  November  of  that 
year  also  the  annual  elections  for  the 
borough  councils ;  so  that  in  1 901  we 
shall  have  certainly  three,  and  possibly 
four,  elections.  When  we  ask  the  people 
to  vote  in  such  a  number  of  elections,  they 
will  tell  us  that  they  are  sick  and  tired  of 
rating.  The  School  Board,  the  London 
County  Council,  and  the  new  borough 
councils  are  bodies  of  such  an  important 
character  that  we  are  anxious  for  the 
electorate  of  London  to  take  an  interest  in 
their  election  by  voting.  My  own  ex- 
perience in  these  local  matters  is  that 
where  you  have  a  constant  recurrence  of 
elections  you  cannot  get  the  people  to 
take  an  interest  in  thom,  and  for  that 
reason  I  will  support  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.):  These 
numerous  elections  aro  very  expensive, 
and  the  benefit  conferred  by  this  Amend- 
ment would  be  very  much  appreciated  in 
the  divisions  referred  to.  Upon  this 
point  I  desire  to  claim  the  attention  of 
the  House,  because  I  am  sure  that  this 
matter  requires  more  consideration  than 
has  yet  been  given  to  it.  The  clause 
deals  with  the  number  of  councillors 
which  shall  l>e  allotted  to  each  ward. 
Take  my  particular  division.  It  has  five 
wards,  and  the  number  for  each  ward  are 
to  be  selected  having  regard  to  rateable 
value  and  population.  That  would  be 
extremely  difficult,  but  we  might  get  over 
it.  But  mark  the  other  condition— that 
the  selection  of  the  number  must  be 
divisible  by  three.  It  must  be  either 
three,  six,  or  nine,  and  you  cannot  have 
four,  five,  seven,  eight,  or  ten.  It  is  hard 
enough  to  observe  the  conditions  with 
regard  to  population  and  rateable  value, 
out  when  you  divide  by  three  you  put  a 
burden  upon  the  people  which  will  prove 
to  be  very  onerous.  This  is  no  fancied 
argument,  and  I  hope  the  right  lion.  (Jen- 
tleman,  who  has  all  through  adopted  a 
conciliatory  attitude,  will  give  it  careful 
consideration.  The  Solicitor-General  was 
not  very  strong  in  opposing  this  Amend- 
ment,andho  approached  it  in  tho  way  which 
he  generally  adopts  when  he  wants  to  draw 
a  little  more  opinion  from  the  House.  In 
every  ward  you  prevent  a  number  of 


councillors  that  might  bo  suitable,  because 
the  number  must  lie  divided  by  three. 
Everyone  is  agreed  that  in  most  of  these 
divisions  the  triennial  system  will  be 
adopted.  We  are  now  trying  to  ride  l>oth 
horses  as  the  Bill  stands,  and  therefore  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
give  this  proposal  his  careful  con- 
sideration. 

♦Sir  E.  CLARKE  (Plymouth) :  I  hope 
my  right  hon.  friend  will  not  l>e  induced 
by  compliments  passed  upon  his  con- 
ciliatory disposition  to  abandon  what  is 
really  an  important  part  of  this  Bill  by 
accepting  what  is  a  very  unreasonable  and 
a  somewhat  ungracious  Amendment.  The 
question  was  fully  argued  when  the  sub- 
ject of  triennial  elections  was  discussed, 
and  strong  opinions  were  expressed  on 
both  sides.  I  hold  myself  a  very  strong 
opinion  in  favour  of  annual  elections,  and, 
as  so  much  has  l>een  said  al>out  a  larger 
public  interest  being  aroused  by  triennial 
i  elections,  I  cannot  help  remembering  the 

•  mischief  that  has  been  done  by  the 
:  constant    intervention    of  political  or- 

•  ganisation.  There  is  really  nothing  in 
the  objection  that  has  just  been  made, 

j  and  which  my  right  hon.  friend  is  so 
i  solemnly   exhorted  to   take  into  con- 
'  sideration.     The    boundaries    will  bo 
.  fixed  with  due  regard  to  population  and 
rateable  value  in  such  proportion  as  will 
make  them  fairly  equal.  The  Government 
|  made  a  great  concession  by  inserting  a 
clause  under  which  it  was  left  to  the 
;  borough  council  to  have  an  opportunity 
i  of  addressing    the  Local  Government 
Board,  when  that  application  represented 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  whole 
.  council,  to  have  the  election  once  in  three 
!  years.    That  was  a  considerable  conces- 
;  sion.     It  was  a  compromise  which  has 
been  frankly  accepted  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Tower  Hamlets,  and  surely  it  is 
very  unreasonable,  under  the  cover  of 
compliments,  to  endeavour  now  to  upset 
this  decision. 

MR.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peek- 
ham)  :  I  wax  very  strongly  in  favour  of 
triennial  elections  when  the  question  came 
up,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Government  made  a  concession  in  Com- 
mittee in  favour  of  triennial  elections,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  upon  this  occasion  to 
support  the  Government. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  ^Apfrttfe* 
89,   (Division  IM  No.  172.) 
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Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brookneld,  A.  Montagu 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Campbell,  RtHnJ. A. (Glasgow 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
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Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garlit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons.  J.  Lloyd 
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Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 

Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Robert  John 
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Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Valentia,  Viscount 
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Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E.) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  Wm.  ( Newc.  underLyme 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Beaumont,  Wentworth,  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Branner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burns,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron.SirCharle*  (( Jla^gow) 
Carvill,  PatrickGeo.  Hamilton 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.  V.-  (Cardigan) 
Davitt,  Miehael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Douglas,  C  M.  (Lanark) 
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Uoddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  This  clause 
wag  practically  taken  from  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1894,  and  the  words 
I  now  move  to  omit  are  words  which 
do  not  find  any  place  in  that  Act. 
They  seem  to  me  to  restrict  the  possi- 
bility of  boroughs  having  full  liberty 
to  adopt  the  annual  system.  In  an  ex- 
treme case,  if  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
70  members  were  to  stay  away  they  could 
prevent  the  adoption  of  the  system  of 
triennial  elections.  I  am  afraid  that  if 
these  words  are  left  in  they  might  put 
considerable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
adoption  of  this  provision.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  Government  will  accept  this 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  line  33,  to  leave  out 
from  'purpose' to  'make' in  line  34." — (Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton.) 

Question  proposed — 
"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause. 


Wank ly ii,  James  Leslie. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Webster,  SirR.  E.  (I.  of  Wight) 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteley  .George  (Stockport) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  P.-  (Birrn.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 

NOES. 

Gold,  Charles 
Gourley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Gurdoo,  Sir  William  B. 
Harwood,  George 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyefi,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  DrMA(Queen'sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitech'l) 
Morton,  E  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nnssey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 

M*.  A. 


WiUon-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHnER.  (Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wy nd ham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmadnke  D'Arcy 

Young,  Commander  (Berks,E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 

Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham, S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw, Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Fredk.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.  T.  ( H'dd'rsfd 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Tellers  for  the  Noes— 

Mr.   PickeTsgill  and  Mr. 

Steadman. 

J.    BALFOUR  :    I  trust 


the  House  will  retain  the  BUI  as 
it  now  stands.  I  ought  to  say  that 
at  the  time  this  clause  was  adopted  I  ex- 
pressed grave  apprehensions  at  the  deter- 
mination which  the  London  Members  had 
arrived  at  to  adopt  a  system  which 
certainly  could  not  prove  acceptable  if 
extended  to  the  provinces.  But  the 
general  opinion  was  so  strong  among 
London  Members  that  I  made  a  concession, 
and  wo  arrived  at  a  compromise  which 
was  this — that  the  councils  themselves 
should  have  practically  the  power  of 
adopting  the  triennial  system  in  pre- 
ference to  the  annual  system,  but  it 
should  be  done  only  on  the  condition  that 
a  distinct  and  absolute  majority  were  in 
favour  of  it.  It  will  be  observed  that  if 
the  hon.  Member's  Amendment  is  carried 
and  the  words  in  the  Bill  to  which  he 
objects  are  left  out,  it  would  be  possible 
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for  one-third  of  the  Members  to  make  this 
great  change.  That  would  not  be  carry- 
ing out  the  intention  of  the  House,  and  I 
trust  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
insist  upon  a  division. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoredich,  Hoxton) :  I 
should  be  glad  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  see  his  way  to  adopt  this 
Amendment,  but  I  rise  to  call  his  atten- 
tion to  another  point  upon  which  I  will 
not  make  a  motion,  but  which  is  closely 
associated  with  this  question,  and  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  see  his 
way  to  deal  with  in  another  place.  It 
bears  upon  triennial  elections,  and  the 
point  is  that  it  would  be  extremely  in  the 
interests  of  London  electors  generally  if, 
wherever  a  triennial  election  was  ordered 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  it  could 
be  ordered  for  the  year  1900,  or  one  of 
the  three  years  dating  therefrom. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  The  Amendment 
I  now  bog  to  move  is  one  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  in  Committee,  and 
after  a  slight  discussion  I  withdrew  it. 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  is  very 
simple.  We  all  know  that  the  experience 
of  municipal  contests  shows  that  the 
power  of  appointing  aldermen  has  often 
been  abused,  first  of  all  by  the  wire- 
pullers of  the  party  securing  the  election 
of  all  the  aldermen,  and  then  by  those 
aldermen  joining  in  the  election  of 
subsequent  aldermen.  The  Amendment 
I  propose  is  very  simple  in  its  operation, 
and  will  insure  the  election  of  aldermen 
by  the  minority  to  an  extent  correspond- 
ing to  the  position  which  that  minority 
holds.  It  can  best  be  explained  by  an 
example.  A  council  should  never  exceed 
60  members,  so  that  with  the  aldermen 
one  in  10  the  council  should  never  exceed 
70.  The  common  council  of  60  comes,  to 
elect  its  aldermen,  and  under  the  present 
system  the  majority  of  31  could  elect  the 
whole  10  aldermen,  thus  converting  a 
majority  of  2  in  the  entire  council  into 
a  majority  of  1 2.  Now,  what  I  propose 
ig  that  in  the  first  election,  where  60  will 
have  to  elect  10  aldermen,  that  when  6 
of  the  councillors  join  together  they  shall 
be  able  to  nominate  one  .alderman,  and 
that  all  those  six  councillors  shall  imme- 
diately retire  from  taking  any  other  part 
in  the  eleotion.  Tho  result  of  that  would 
hi,  that  if  there  was  a  majority  of  14 — 
that  is  to  say,  if  the  council  was  cow- 
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posed  of  36  members  on  the  one  side  and 
24  on  the  other,  the  36  would  elect  6 
aldermen,  and  the  24  four,  which  would 
give  each  side  proportionate  representa- 
tion. Under  the  present  system  the  ex- 
perience in  many  of  our  boroughs  has 
shown  us  that  the  election  of  aldermen 
has  been  a  matter  of  great  jealousy,  and 
this  has  also  been  the  case  in  the  London 
County  Council.  In  the  London  County 
Council  a  simple  majority  have  always 
had  tho  power  of  electing  the  whole  of 
the  aldermen.  By  this  alteration  it 
would  limit  the  number  which  the 
majority  of  a  council  have  power  to 
elect,  and  give  a  choice  to  the  minority. 
The  matter  is  so  simple  that  nobody  could 
pretend  to  misunderstand  it,  and  the 
machinery  is  so  simple  that  it  could  not 
go  wrong.  It  would  secure  the  end  which 
we  all  have  in  view,  which  is  the  addition 
to  the  members  of  the  council  of  an 
entirely  new  element,  and  it  would  be  a 
simple  means  of  solving  what  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  a  difficult  and  delicate  ques- 
tion, and  one  which  raises  an  undesirable 
feeling  at  the  beginning  of  the  career  of 
every  council. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  line  37,  at  end  to 
add- 
le) '  At  the  first  election  of  aldermen  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act  any  six  councillors  may 
agree  in  nominating  one  person  as  aldernmn. 
and  thereupon  such  {person  shall  lie  declared 
elected  as  alderman,  and  the  six  councillors 
nominating  him  shall  have  no  further  part  in 
such  election  ;  and  that  every  subsequent 
triennial  election  of  aldermen  any  twelve  coun- 
cillors may  agree  in  nominating' one  person  as 
alderman,  and  thereupon  such  person  shall  be 
declared  elected  as  alderman,  and  the  twelve 
councillors  nominating  him  shall  have  no 
further  part  in  such  election.' " — (Mr.  Courtney) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  l»e  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  see  no  reason 
for  altering  the  view  which  I  expressed 
on  a  former  occasion  at  an  earlier  stage  of 
the  Bill  that  this  Amendment  should  not 
be  accepted.  I  agree  with  my  right  hon. 
friend  that  his  scheme  has  the  great  advan- 
tage of  being  exceedingly  simple,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  there  would  he  any 
practical  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  work- 
ing properly.  I  also  agree  that  it  has  the 
great  merit  of  preventing  the  election  of 
aldermen  being  used  as  a  machinery  in 
favour  of  any  particular  party,  but  whether 
it  wiU  secure  that  the  councils  will  obtain 
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a  better  class  men  as  aldermen  1  gravely 
doubt.  The  practical  result  will  be  that  a 
party  of  six  councillors  who  would  vote, 
or  who  would  meet  together  to  select 
their  alderman,  might  exercise  their  choico 
in  favour  of  individuals  for  whom  no 
party  would  be  responsible  in  its  collec 
tive  capacity.  On  the  whole,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  the  responsibility 
which  must  attach  to  the  organised  action 
of  a  party  must  produce  l>etter  results 
than  the  relatively  irresponsible  action  of 
groups  of  six  gentlemen  who  would  like 
to  elect  their  own  friends.  On  these 
grounds  1  feel  constrained  to  adhere  to 
my  former  decision,  and  if  my  right  hon. 
friend  thinks  it  necessary  to  divide  the 
House  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  go  into  the 
lobby  against  him. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  The  Bill  as  it 
Stands  provides  that,  to  be  qualified  to  act 
as  an  alderman  in  a  borough,  a  man  must 
be  qualified  for  election  to  the  county 
council  in  that  particular  borough.  My 
desire  is  to  enlarge  that  qualification  so 
as  to  extend  it  to  any  one  who  is  qualified 
to  be  elected  as  a  councillor  for  any 
metropolitan  borough  and  enable  him  to 
act  as  an  alderman  in  any  other 
metropolitan  borough.  Why  should  we 
limit  the  choice  of  the  electors  to 
nominate  an  alderman,  seeing  that  the 
aldermen  are  chosen  by  the  electors 
and,  of  course,  would  be  responsible  to 
them  ?  Persons  who  are  qualified  to  be 
elected  as  aldermen  elsewhere  surely 
should  1)6  qualified  to  be  elected  as 
aldermen  in  any  particular  borough.  It 
is  well  known  that  in  some  parts  of  the 
City  there  are  men  who  have  peculiar 
qualifications  for  this  work  who  would 
not  be  eligible  as  the  Bill  now  stands.  In 
the  interest  of  the  freedom  of  voice  of  the 
electors,  I  think  this  would  be  a  great 
benefit,  while  on  the  other  hand  no  harm 
could  be  done  by  it.  It  simply  enlarges 
the  power  of  choice,  and  if  that  is  ex- 
tended it  will  only  be  used  in  the  rarest 
of  cases.    I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  37,  at  the  end  of  Clause  3, 
to  insert  the  words,  '(d)  A  person  shall  be 
qualified  to  be  elected  as  alderman  in  any 
metropolitan  borough  who  is  qualified  to  be 
elected  as  councillor  in  the  same  or  any  other 
metropolitan  borough. '" — (Mr.  Courtney.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  th«©  wdrds  be  there  inserted," 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Perhaps  I 
might  remind  this  House  of  what 
occurred  with  regard  to  this  matter  on  a 

]  previous  occasion.     When  this  question 

1  was  brought  forward,  I  did  my  best  to 
induce  the  House  to  accept  the  proposal, 

;  but  the  House,  after  by  no  means  a  brief 
discussion,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 

!  would  not  be  an  improvement  to  the  Bill. 

I  I  do  not  wish  to  withdraw  from  the  posi- 
tion that  I  then  took  up,  and  under  the 

|  same  circumstances  I  should  take  the  same 
course  again.  I  would  suggest  to  my 
right  hon.  friend  that  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  to  divide  tho  House  again  upon  the 
subject. 

Lord  H.  CECIL  (Greenwich) :  I  hope 
the  House  will  see  its  way  to  accept  this 
Amendment.  It  is  quite  true  that  it  was 
raised  on  another  occasion,  but  it  is  an 
Amendment  of  great  importance,  and 
since  that  time  many  representatives  may 
have  changed  their  opinions  upon  it. 
The  kind  of  man  who  would  make  a  good 
alderman  might  very  well  live  in  another 
part  of,  London  and  still  by  reason  of  his 
business  connection  have  a  very  real 
interest  in  a  particular  district.  He  might 
have  a  real  capacity  for  public  business 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  interest  himself  in 
that  borough.  So  far  as  I  can  see 
I  cannot  discover  any  reason  why 
this  Amendment  should  not  be  accepted. 
It  will  only  be  applied  in  cases  where 
there  are  very  strong  reasons  for  going 
outside  the  borough,  and  surely  you  are 
not  going  to  say  by  statutory  enactment 
that  a  borough  shall  not  be  able  to  go 
outside  to  elect  its  aldermen,  when  by  so 
doing  they  might  find  ideal  men  to  fit  the 
position. 

Mr.  STUART :  I  should  have  been 
content  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this 
matter  if  there  had  been  a  desire  to 
discuss  the  question.  I  am  against  it  for 
tho  reasons  that  this  proposal  is  against 
the  whole  principlei  of  local  government 
in  England.  The  only  exception  is  that  of 
the  London  School  Board,  in  which,  no 
doubt,  there  was  a  reason  for  breaking 
the  precedent,  as  what  was  desired  in  that 
case  was  to  get  experts  in  education  on 
the  Board.  So  far  as  this  Bill  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  no  necessity  for  going 
outside  the  area  of  the  borough.  I  gave 
tho  whole  argument  against  this  proposal 
on  a  previous  occasion,  and  tnerefore 
there  is  no  reason  for  e 
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now.  The  boroughs  of  London  do  not 
ask  for  aldermen,  and  have  expressed 
general  dissatisfaction  at  the  idea  that  they 
are  going  to  be  put  upon  them,  and  if 
you  are  going  now  to  allow  aldermen  to 
be  elected  from  the  outside  you  will 
create  greater  dissatisfaction  than  already 
exists. 

*  Sm  E.  CLARKE :  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  Amendment  should  not 
be  accepted  at  once  if  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
suggested  is  all  that  can  be  said  against  it. 
The  only  argument  which  he  appears  to 
have  adduced  is  that  if  you  go  outside 
the  boroughs  the  electors  may  elect  the 
wrong  man.  I  am  sorry  he  has  so  little 
faith  in  the  electors.  It  may  be  that 
there  are  persons  who  by  long  residence 
or  business  were  once  connected  with  the 
borough,  although  they  now  live  else- 
where, who  on  their  retirement  from 
business  are  taking  great  interest  in 
public  life.  Yet,  as  the  Bill  now  stands, 
you  would  refuse  any  such  persons, 
although  the  borough  councils  might 
recognise  that  if  they  could  obtain  this 
experience  and  this  knowledge  that  he 
would  be  just  the  person  to  be  desired. 

Sir  J.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire,  North- 
wich) :  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  fact 
which  must  be  obvious  to  everybody  who 
studies  the  reorganisation  of  large  busi- 
nesses of  the  present  day.  In  the 
manufacturing  parts  of  London  large 
businesses  are  being  turned  into  and 
worked  by  limited  companies.  Now,  if  this 
Amendment  is  not  carried  the  man  whose 
interest  is  entirely  centred  in  the  locality 
in  which  his  business  is  will  find  himself 
debarred  from  any  share  of  management 
in  public  affairs.  All  these  are  good 
business  men,  and  yet  they  will  be 
excluded  from  any  share  of  local 
government.  I  desire  to  support  the 
Amendment. 

MR.  E.  A.  GOULDING  (Wilts, 
Devizes):  Various  arguments  have  been 
used  in  favour  of  the  Amendment.  It  has 
been  put  that  it  would  afford  rich  men,  or 
single  men  who  want  some  purpose  in 
life,  an  opportunity  of  doing  service  to 
the  East  End  districts.  Again,  it  was 
said  that  it  would  enable  business  men, 
who  could  not  give  time  to  work  a  con- 
tested election,  to  be  brought  in  as  alder- 
men. Now  wo  are  told  that  it  is  a 
scheme  to  bestow  upon  the  East  End  of 
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London  the  patronage  of  men  from 
Chelsea  and  the  West  End,  who  would 
come  to  the  East  to  air  their  fads.  We 
have  seen  the  evil  of  that  system  in  the 
case  of  certain  aldermen  in  the  London 
County  Council,  who  were  brought  in 
not  because  of  their  knowledge  of  muni- 
cipal affairs  but  because  of  their  political 
services.  I  most  sincerely  hope  tne  same 
canker  will  not  be  introduced  in  the  new 
municipalities,  and  I  trust  that  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  press  his  Amendment  to 
a  division.  The  matter  was  decided  in 
Committee  in  a  very  large  House,  and  the 
vast  majority  of  the  London  Members 
voted  against  the  scheme  of  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington, 
W.) :  Surely  the  reply  to  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Plymouth  as  to  those  who  are  so  very 
anxious  to  serve  in  certain  areas,  in  which 
they  have  large  interests  and  in  which 
they  have  lived  in  former  times,  is  that 
an  outlay  of  £10  will  give  them  a  qualifi- 
cation to  enable  them  to  sit  on  the 
borough  council. 

♦Mr.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  :  If  this  Amendment  is  not  carried, 
the  new  boroughs  will,  I  think,  be 
debarred  from  choosing  some  men  as 
alderman  who  are  eminently  suited  for 
that  position.  I  have  a  striking  instance 
in  my  own  constituency  of  this.  The 
gentleman  in  question  is  not  of  my  way  of 
thinking ;  he  was  a  Progressive  member 
of  the  London  County  Council,  and  served 
the  district  well.  But  his  business  has 
been  turned  into  a  limited  liability  com- 
pany, and  he  does  not  now  reside  in  the 
district.  Therefore,  unless  this  Amend- 
ment is  carried,  this  gentleman,  who  has 
been  connected  with  the  place  for 
twenty-five  years  and  who  is  thoroughly 
capable  of  being  an  alderman,  will  be  pre- 
vented from  serving  the  district  in  which 
he  is  so  much  interested. 

♦Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth):  The 
main  argument  on  which  the  Amendment 
was  decided  against  in  Committee  was 
that  every  man  who  is  a  councillor  or  an 
alderman  is  put  in  the  position  of  adminis- 
tering the  funds  of  the  locality,  and  should 
be,  at  least,  one  of  those  who  contribute 
to  these  funds.  The  plea  about  hardship 
to  a  man  who  converts  his  business  into  a 
limited  liability  has  no  place  against  the 
argument,  for  the  double  reason  that  when 
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a  man  is  going  to  convert  himself  into  a 
limited  liability  company  he  should  think 
of  what  effect  it  will  have ;  and  in  the 
second  place,  if  he  wants  to  retain  his 
qualification  as  a  ratepayer,  it  is  very  easy 
for  him  to  retain  some  of  the  property  in 
his  own  hands.  In  all  the  arguments  of 
the  bon.  Gentleman  the  mover  of  the 
Amendment,  or  of  those  who  followed 
him  on  the  same  side,  not  a  shadow  of 
answer  was  given  to  the  statement  that 
it  would  induce  irresponsible  persons  to 
come  into  the  councils  from  the  outside 
and  squander  the  money  to  which  they 
had  not  contributed.  Moreover,  if  an 
outsider  were  allowed  to  be  elected,  a 
man  who  lived,  perhaps,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  street  down  the  centre  of  which 
ran  the  boundary  of  the  borough  might 
be  co-opted  to  the  borough  council,  and 
there  urge  the  expenditure  of  money  upon 
that  very  street  to  the  benefit  of  his 
property,  although  he  would  not  pay  a 
penny  of  the  rates  for  it.  One  of  the 
great  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable 
localities  to  manage  themselves  in  local 
affairs ;  but  if  the  Amendment  is  carried 
there  is  no  reason  why  certain  carpet- 
baggers, whose  strings  are  pulled  by 
political  associations,  should  not  be  elected 
all  over  London  into  half  a  dozen  con- 
tituencies  to  work  for  these  politicals 
associations. 

*Mr.  J.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston) :  I  voted  against  this  Amendment 
in  Committee,  but  I  confess  I  have  since 
changed  my  mind.  I  am  still  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  the  Amendment,  but, 


looking  upon  the  matter  from  a  purely 
practical,  utilitarian  point  of  view,  I 
think  it  should  be  aaopted.  There  is, 
for  instance,  the  chairman  of  the  Shore- 
ditch  Board  of  Guardians,  one  of  the  best 
administrators  and  exponents  of  the  Poor 
Law  that  the  borough  ever  had.  He  is 
non-resident  and  would  l>e  disqualified,  as 
the  Bill  stands,  from  serving  on  the 
borough  council.  My  hon.  friend  who 
shares  with  me  the  representation  of 
Shoreditch  knows  perfectly  well  that 
many  of  the  leading  businesses  in  that 
borough  have  been  turned  into  a  limited 
companies — not  for  bogus  purposes,  but 
for  expansion— and  their  owners  would 
now  be  rendered  ineligible.  The  best  men 
from  a  purely  local  point  of  view,  who 
spend  ninetenths  of  their  time  and  their 
money  freely  in  the  locality,  and  who  know 
better  than  most  men  what  the  needs  of 
the  public  are,  would  be  excluded  from 
taking  part  in  local  government.  I  con 
fess  frankly  that  that  would  be  a  great 
mistake,  and  I  hope  that  on  this  occasion 
the  House  will  reverse  its  judgment,  and 
give  the  borough  councils  the  permissive 
power  to  elect  men — not  political  carpet- 
baggers— but  men  who  are  part  of  the 
real  life  of  the  district,  and  are  best  quali- 
fied to  represent  the  district,  although 
for  the  reasons  stated  they  may  be 
technically  not  on  the  rate  board  in 
dividually. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided.  Ayes,  67  ;  Noes, 
139.    (Division  List  No.  173). 


Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  lit.  Hon.  John 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Beach.RuHn.Sr.  M.H.(Bristol 
Bethel  1,  Commander 
Bigwood,  James 
Blandell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brook  field,  A.  Montagu 
Bryce,  Rt.Hon.  James 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R  G.W. 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chaniogton,  Spencer 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louiw 
Corbett, A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cornwallis,  Fienne<  S.  VV. 
Courtney.Rt.Hon  Leonard  H. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannaryne 

Mr.  Kimber, 


AYES. 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Klannerv,  Sir  Fortescue 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.G.  H.(CityofLond 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eld  on 
Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Hill.SirEdwardStock  (Bristol) 
Hortriman,  Frederick  John 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfie  1 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Long.Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Liverp'l) 
Lowles,  John 
Macdona,  John  Cnmming 
Maclver,  Davkl  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  Jamos 
Manners,  Lord  KHw.  Wm.  J. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Muutz,  Philip  A. 


Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Pierpomt,  Robert 
Price,  Robert  John 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox.  Univ. 
Tomlinson,  Wra  Ed w.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Webster. SirRE.  (Uleof Wight 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(  Notts.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
Young, Commanded  Berks,  E.) 

Tbllf.rs  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Edward  Clarke  and  Sir 
John  Brunner. 
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Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst.  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Billaon,  Alfred 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Burns,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Carvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Charming,  Francis  Allston 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Ooghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoMings.  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook.  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiae.  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith.  Earl  of 
Dalryinple,  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Finch,  ( leorge  H. 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 


I  Goldsworthy,  Major-General 

Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
,  Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
1  Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  LordGeorge 
!  Han  bury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  Wm. 

Harwood,  George 

Heatii,  James 
•  Heaton,  John  Henniker 
]  Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
'  Hoare,  Ed.  Brodie(Hamnstead 

Holland,  Wm.  H.(York,W.R.) 

Howell,  William  Tudor 

Hutchin8on,Capt.G.W.  Grice- 

Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 

Jessel,  Cant.  Herbert  Merton 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Keswick,  William 

Kimber,  Henry 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 

Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 

Leng,  Sir  John 
;  Llewellyn.EvanH.  (Somerset) 
'  Llewel  v  n.Sir  Dil  I  wy  n-  (S w'ns'a 
!  Lucas-Shad  well,  W  illiam 

Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 

MacAlee«e,  Daniel 

Maclure,  Sir  John  William 

M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 

M'Ghee,  Richard 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

Maddison,  Fred. 

Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 

Meflor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
,  Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
I  Montagu,  Sir  S.(Whitechapel) 

More,Robt.Jasper(Shropshire) 
i  Morgan,Hn.Fred.(Monm  thsh. 

Morrell,  George  Herbert 
i  Morton,  Edw.  J.  C  .(Devonp't 
I  Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
,  0'Connor,James(Wicklow,W. 

Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
I  Penn,  John 

i  Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
;  Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 


Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.  Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson  ,SirThos.(  Hartlepl 
Ridley.Rt.  Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney I 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  lien  jam  in 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tully,  Jasper 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWm.H. 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Wedderbuni,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Calloway 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.(Ashton-uuder-L 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J  os.  H.(  Middlesbrough 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wylie,  Alexander 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Goulding  and  Mr. 
Marks. 


Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  beg  to  move  | 
an  Amendment  providing  that  the  duties  , 
in  connection  with  registration  should  be  j 
discharged  by  the  town  clerk.     In  the 
boroughs  generally  the  duties  of  registra- 1 
tion  are  thrown  on  the  town  clerks  and  i 
overseers.    In  London  there  is  no  town  | 
clerk  at  present,  and  the  duties  of  regis-  \ 
tration  are  discharged  by  persons  who  1 
ordinarily  perform  the  duties  of  returning 
officer  and  are  named  by  the  Sheriff.  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  is  to  make  it 
clear  that  in  the  boroughs  the  duties 
relating  tu  registration  shall  be  discharged 
by  the  town  clerks  on  the  borough  coun- 
cil. 

Amendment  proposed — 
"  la  page  3,  line  24,  after  the  word*  '  town 
clerk,  t*>  insert  the  word^,  "and  I*  the 


town  clerk  within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts 
relating  to  the  registration  of  electors.' " — 
(Mr.  Solicitor-General.) 

Quostion  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted.'' 

Mr.  STUART  :  I  have  an  Amendment 
on  the  paper  providing  that  registration 
matters  may  be  dealt  with  by  the  town 
clerk  or  his  assistant.  I  do  not  want  my 
Amendment  to  be  ruled  out  of  order  by 
the  passage  of  the  Solicit or-CJeneral's,  and 
therefore  probably  I  shall  be  in  order  if  I 
were  to  move  that  in  the  Amendment 
proposed  by  the  Solicitor-General,  after 
the  words  "  town  clerk  "  the  words  "  or 
his  deputy "  should  be  inserted  It 
might  possibly  happen  that  the  town 
clerk  may  take  ft  strong  political  line,  and 
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consequently  not  be  trusted  in  respect  to 
the  transaction  of  registration  business, 
and  I  therefore  suggest  that  the  words 
"or  his  deputy"  should  be  added. 
I  do  not  wish  to  go  outside  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  arrangement  or  com- 
promise. It  seems  to  me  his  object  is  to 
get  personal  responsibility  in  respect  to 
the  making  up  of  the  register,  and  if 
this  Bill  creates  the  town  clerk  a  respon- 
sible authority,  as  it  does,  we  should  get 
out  of  a  very  serious  difficulty  if  we  put 
in  the  words  "or  a  registration  officer 
appointed  by  the  borough  council  for 
that  purpose."  I  do  not  wish  to  weaken 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  compromise. 
I  accept  it ;  but  I  propose  to  get  out  of 
the  difficulty  connected  with  it  by  substi- 
tuting for  the  town  clerk  the  town  clerk 
or  his  deputy. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 

Amendment — 

"After  the  word  '  and,'  to  insert  the  words 
'he  or  the  registration  officer  appointed  hy 
the  borough  council  as  hereinafter  provided.'  * 
—(Mr.  James  Stuart.  > 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  in  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea):  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  in  making  the  town  clerk 
supremely  responsible  in  these  matters, 
has  done  everything  we  could  reasonably 
hope  for.  The  greater  includes  the  less, 
and  the  town  clerk,  having  been  made 
responsible  for  the  voters'  list  and  the 
overseers'  work,  would  necessarily  be  re- 
sponsible for  any  deputy  appointed  to 
discharge  a  section  of  the  work.  I 
have  no  fear  that  the  town  clerk 
will  allow  political  gerrymandering  to 
sway  him  to  any  material  extent ;  but 
if  inclined  to  be  operated  on  in  that 
direction,  the  loss  he  would  incur  by  being 
found  out,  and  the  penalty  he  would  have 
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to  pay,  would  be  so  great  that,  apart  from 
I  inclination,  there  would  be  a  tremendous 
'  deterrent.    May  I  point  out  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Shoreditch  that  economy  and 
efficiency  are  opposed  to  such  a  multipli- 
city of  officials.     If  the  responsibility 
for  all  those  duties  is  fixed  on  the  town 
clerk,  I  believe  the  money  will  be  saved 
to  the  ratepayers,  and  if  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  could  suggest  some  means 
by  which  polling  officers  should  have  less 
l  than  the  two  guineas  a  day  they  now 
1  receive,  I  should  strongly  support  him. 


Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
E.) :  I  entirely  agree  with  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  town  clerk, 
when  appointed,  will  be  like  Ciesar's  wifo 
— above  suspicion.  I  did  not  put  down 
any  Amendment,  such  as  I  did  to  the 
London  County  Council  Bill,  making  town 
clerks  ineligible  to  sit  in  this  House, 
because  it  was  pointed  out  to  me  that  it 
would  be  unnecessary,  because  these  gen- 
tlemen would  probably  not  be  amenable 
to  political  influences.  I  thoroughly  sup- 
port the  proposal  of  the  Solicitor-General. 
I  think  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  give  theso 
powers  exclusively  to  town  clerks,  and  it 
;  is  very  desirable  that  they  should  be  solely 
'  responsible  and  that  there  should  be  no 
!  devolution  to  anybody  else. 


The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  (Sir 
|  Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  I 
hope  the  House  will  not  accept  this 
Amendment.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary,  or  that  it  is  based  on  a 
right  principle,  l>ccause  it  picks  out  one 
'  particular  part  of  the  duties  which  would 
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fall  on  the  town  clerk  and  gives  him 
special  authority  to  appoint  a  deputy  to 
discharge  them.  I  have  been  anticipated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea  in 
many  of  my  objections  to  this  Amend- 
ment. My  own  opinion  is  that  some 
words  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the 
borough  councils  to  give  the  town  clerks 
assistance  by  way  of  deputy  or  otherwise, 
but  the  responsibility  for  the  work  should 
in  my  judgment  remain  with  the  town 
clerk. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  : — 

♦Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras, 
S.)  :  As  the  House  knows,  sanction 
must  bo  given  by  the  London  County 
Council,  or  for  certain  purposes  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  for  loans  to  local 
bodies.  The  Vestry  of  St.  Pancras, 
which  is  in  the  division  I  represent,  com- 
plain very  much  of  the  time  taken  by  the 
London  County  Council  in  sanctioning 
loans.  If  the  House  will  permit  me,  I 
will  give  one  or  two  examples.  In 
December,  1892,  a  loan  of  £30,000  for 
an  electric  installation  was  asked  for. 
Of  that  sum  £15,400  was  received 
in  March,  1894,  and  the  remainder 
was  not  paid  till  January,  1895.  A 
period  of  three  years  elapsed  before  we 
got  all  the  loan.  On  another  occasion  we 
applied  for  a  loan  in  November,  1895,  but 
only  got  £6,540  in  January,  1897,  and 
£2,945  in  June  of  the  same  year.  Delay 
in  that  case  was  owing  to  the  London 
County  Council  going  into  the  whole  of 
the  past  expenditure.  On  another 
occasion  a  loan  was  asked  for  in  July, 

1897,  but  the  greater  portion  of  it  was 
not  paid  till  March,  1898.  The  delay  in 
this  case,  again,  was  caused  by  the  in- 
quiry made  by  the  London  County 
Council  into  the  expenditure  and  valuing 
up  of  the  mains,  which  I  maintain  is  not 
necessary  in  order  to  get  the  sanction  for 
the  loan.    The  last  occasion  was  in  May, 

1898,  when  a  loan  of  £23,000  was  applied 
for.  £1 2,000  was  received  on  16th  March, 
and  the  balance  is  waiting  at  the  present 
moment.  The  result  of  this  is  that  the 
Vestry  of  St.  Pancras  has  been  obliged  to 
borrow  money  from  the  bankers  at  the 
rate  of  4  per  cent.,  whereas  the  London 
County  Council  could  have  got  it  for 

Tlie  Attorney-General. 


them  at  2|  per  cent.  I  complain  that,  at 
present,  the  London  County  Council  mix 
up  the  question  of  sanctioning  the  loan 
with  the  question  of  lending  the  money, 
and  I  maintain  that  the  two  are  entirely 
different  questions.  If  the  Amendment 
is  accepted  by  the  House,  it  will 
result  in  advantage  to  the  borough 
councils  and  to  the  London  County 
Council  itself,  and  for  this  reason  :  In  the 
first  place,  they  could  always  refuse  if 
they  think  it  right,  in  which  case  there 
would  l)e  a  prompt  appeal ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  the  London  County  Council 
would  not  be  granting  money  for  works 
already  completed.  I  beg  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  4,  line  21,  to  insert  'or  do  not, 
within  six  months  after  application  made,  give 
their  sanction.'  " — (Cuptain  Jessel.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  For  the 
reason  given  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  I 
think  this  a  reasonable  Amendment,  as 
I  understand  there  have  been  considerable 
delays.  I  think  six  months  is  long 
enough  in  all  probability.  If  any  ques- 
tion of  real  necessity  arises  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  consider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  STUART :  The  Attorney-General 
knows  very  little  about  the  relations 
of  the  local  authorities,  and  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
St.  Pancras  has  been  so  confused  that 
he  has  been  greatly  misled.  There  have 
been  upwards  of  400  loans  made  by 
the  London  County  Council  to  the 
local  authorities,  and  I  do  not  believe, 
except  in  the  three  instances  to  which 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  referred, 
has  there  been  any  complaint  whatever 
with  respect  to  the  sanctioning  of  the 
loans.  1  want  to  point  out  that  there  is 
a  difference  between  asking  for  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  loan  for  a  parish  and  getting  the 
money.  Now,  what  the  whole  of  this 
clause  refers  to  is  not  the  providing  of 
the  money  by  the  London  County  Council, 
but  the  sanctioning  of  the  loan.  The 
first  step  which  has  to  be  taken  is  to 
settle  whether  the  local  body  is  justified 
in  requiring  the  loan  for  the  purpose 
stated,  and  that  has  to  be  inquired 
into.  When  that  is  done,  and  the  decision 
given  favourably,  the  local  authority  can 
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and  ask  for  the  loan.  If  they  take  it 
m.  the  London  County  Council  they 
get  it  at  2  J  per  cent.  There  is  no  proof 
whatever,  so  far  as  sanctioning  the  loan 
is  concerned,  that  there  has  been  any 
delay  at  all ;  but  if  there  was  delay  there 
was  very  good  reason  for  it.  I  regard 
the  suggestion  that  the  London  County 
founciTmust  give  their  sanction  to  loans 
within  six  months,  or  that  then  the  matter 
will  be  taken  out  of  their  hands,  as  an 
insult  to  the  London  County  Council. 
As  I  have  said,  if  the  London  County 
Council  delay  longer  than  six  months  in 
giving  their  sanction,  there  is  a  right  good 
reason  for  it.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  do  trust  that  there  will  not  be  an 
endeavour  made  on  the  part  of  any  per- 
son in  this  House  to  attach  any  stigma 
to  the  London  County  Council  in  this 
matter. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House  that  there 
is  no  desire  to  attach  the  slightest  stigma 
to  the  County  Council  in  this  matter. 
No  part  of  the  business  of  the  London 
County  Council  is  better  done  than  that 
relating  to  loans.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  given  any  reason  why  we  should 
not  accept  this  Amendment.  If  we  pro- 
ride  that  in  the  case  of  a  refusal  there 
shall  be  an  appeal  from  the  London 
County  Council  to  another  authority,  it  is 
obviously  necessary  that  there  should  be 
the  same  appeal  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  assent  is  not  given  within  six 
months. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Clause  6 : — 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  I  beg  to  move 
to  omit  Sub-section  6.  This  sub-section 
gives  power  to  the  borough  councils  to 
promote  and  oppose  Bills  in  Parliament, 
and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  such 
extreme  importance  that  I  propose  to 
appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  judgment  of  the  House. 
This  clause  touches  a  side  of  the  Bill 
which,  I  think,  has  not  perhaps  received 
sufficient  attention  from  the  House  —  I 
mean  the  financial  side.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  one  effect  of  this  Bill  will  be 
to  undoubtedly  increase  expenditure  and 
to  raise  the  rates. 

Mr.  CRIPPS :  To  promote  economy. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  The  Bill  will 
raise  the  rates  directly,  because  it  pro- 


poses to  transfer  the  discharge  of  central 
functions  from  the  central  to  the  local 
body.  I  also  think  its  inevitable  effect 
will  be  to  promote  expense  indirectly.  If 
I  am  right  in  this,  then  I  say  it  would  be 
most  unwise  to  open  such  a  flood-gate  of 
expenditure  as  this  sub-section  would  do. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  form  of  expen- 
diture which  is  grudged  more  than  any 
other  is  expenditure  upon  litigation, 
whether  it  be  in  courts  of  law  or  in  Par- 
liament, because,  in  these  cases,  whoever 
wins,  the  public  has  to  pay  the  costs  on 
both  sides.  Of  course,  I  know  very  well 
that  litigation,  in  the  sense  in  which  I  use 
the  term,  is  inevitable,  but  surely  it  is 
only  common  sense  to  restrain  it  within 
as  narrow  limits  as  possible.  My  case 
against  this  clause  is,  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  it,  and  that,  as  the  law 
stands,  the  borough  councils  will  have 
quite  sufficient  powers  for  the  promotion 
of  their  own  interests.  It  may  be  said  in 
theory  that  this  clause  puts  all  on  an 
equal  footing.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  does 
not.  It  will  place  the  poorer  districts  of 
the  metropolis  at  a  serious  dis- 
advantage compared  with  the  richer 
districts.  You  may  say  that  the  law 
courts  are  open  to  all.  But  the  man  with 
the  longer  purse  has  the  advantage,  and 
what  applies  in  the  case  of  individual 
litigants  applies  equally  to  public  bodies 
who  indulge  in  litigation.  I  do  think, 
having  regard  to  the  importance  of  this 
question,  we  are  justified  in  appealing  to 
the  House  to  omit  the  sub  section. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  32,  to  leave  out  sub-section 
(6),  of  Clause  b."—(Mr.  PickersgUl.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  hope  that  the 
House  will  take  the  same  view  as  that 
adopted  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
on  this  question.  It  is  perfectly  right 
and  reasonable  that  the  same  powers 
should  be  conferred  on  these  borough 
councils  in  the  metropolis  as  are  enjoyed 
by  all  the  town  councils  throughout  the 
country.  Of  course,  the  County  Council 
may  deal  with  Bills  relating  to  the 
metropolis  as  a  whole,  but  there  may  be 
many  matters  affecting  the  health  or 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  particular 
district  in  regard  to  which  it  is  desirable 
that  the  borough  council  should  have  the 
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power  of  promoting  or  opposing  Bills,  or 
of  enforcing  their  rights  by  legal  pro- 
cedure. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  I  regret 
that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  is 
absent,  because  he  might  have  been  in- 
duced by  the  arguments  of  my  hon. 
friend  to  have  met  us  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  This  really  is  the  last  blot  on 
the  Bill  in  connection  with  the  posi- 
tion which  the  borough  councils 
will  hold  against  the  County  Coun- 
cil. The  Solicitor  -  General  has 
argued  this  question  on  the  analogy 
of  the  large  borough  councils  in  the 
country,  but  these  metropolitan  borough 
councils  can  never  be  in  the  same  position 
in  regard  to  their  internal  relations  as  the 
large  boroughs  throughout  the  country. 
We  know  that  for  years  past — in  fact, 
ever  since  the  London  County  Council 
has  been  in  existence  —  the  County 
Council  has  promoted  Bills  for  the  benefit 
of  all  parts  of  London,  and  there  has  been 
no  objection  found  on  the  part  of  the 
vestries  themselves.  I  think  the  onus 
lies  on  the  Government,  and  those  who 
propose  the  change,  to  show  that  the 
system  which  has  prevailed  up  to  the 
present  moment  has  not  been  successful. 
I  believe  that  in  every  case  in  which  the 
vestry — which  is  practically  now  the 
borough  council  —  has  had  a  desire  to 
have  some  legal  question  promoted  by 
the  London  County  Council  that 
question  has  been  promoted  and  carried 
through  by  the  County  Council  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  local  body.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  as  regards  the  actual 
working  of  the  scheme  we  ought  to  have 
some  argument  from  the  Solicitor-General, 
or  from  the  Attorhey-General,  to  show 
that  it  has  not  been  successful,  has  not 
worked  properly,  and  that,  therefore, 
there  is  some  reason  for  the  change.  I 
think  there  is  considerable  force  in  the 
remark  with  regard  to  the  cost  of  these 
powers.  Unfortunately  the  cost  of  promot- 
ing Bills  in  Parliament  under  the  present 
system  is  an  expensive  one.  Since  it 
came  into  existence  the  County  Council 
has  had  to  expend  a  sum  of  £20,000  or 
£30,000  in  this  direction.  1  look,  there- 
fore, with  some  trepidation  at  the  probable 
expense  which  will  bo  involved  when  we 
have  20  or  30  borough  councils  promoting 
their  own  bills.  It  is  perfectly  true,  as 
has  been  said,  that  the  cost  will  fall 
heavily  on  the  poorer  districts,  and  that 
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the  richer  boroughs  will  be  able  to  pro- 
mote their  Bills  with  greater  advantage, 
because  they  will  have  plenty  of  funds  to 
draw  upon,  whereas  the  poorer  districts, 
with  equal  interests  involved,  will  not  be 
able  to  carry  them  through.  I  think  also  we 
ought  to  look  on  the  matter  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  House  of  Commons 
itself,  and  I  must  say  I  view  with  great 
trepidation  the  large  amount  of  time  that 
will  be  devoted  by  this  House  to  the  con- 
sideration of  these  Bills.  That  is  a 
practical  difficulty  which  I  really  think 
the  Government  have  not  given 
sufficient  attention  to. 

Mr.  LOWLES  :  I  hope  the  Government 
will  retain  the  clause  as  it  is.  I  am  really 
astonished  at  the  jealousy  manifested  by 
the  London  County  Council  throughout 
the  whole  proceedings  in  connection  with 
this  Bill.  I  can  only  conceive  that  the 
object  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down  is  to  enable  the  County  Council 
to  keep  its  grip  over  the  local  authorities. 
I  venture  to  say  that  if  the  local 
authorities  are  left  to  themselves  we 
shall  not  have  that  reckless  expenditure 
in  promoting  Bills  which  has  been  pre- 
dicted by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 
Where.purely  local  interests  would  require 
power  under  the  section  it  would  be  use- 
fully and  rightfully  used.  I  therefore 
hope  the  House  will  resist  the  proposal, 
which  has  been  made  entirely  in  the 
interests  of  the  London  County  Council. 

*Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouth,  N.) : 
Whethor  this  Amendment  be  accepted  or 
not,  the  members  of  the  various  borough 
councils  can  promote  Bills  in  Parliament. 
Their  only  risk,  if  the  Amendment  is 
carried,  is  that  if  their  Bill  is  unsuccessful 
they  will  have  to  bear  the  cost  them- 
selves. In  every  case  where  there  is  a 
legitimate  and  proper  demand  for  a  Bill 
by  a  borough  council,  they  can  get  their 
measure  through  the  General  Powers  Bill 
of  the  County  Council.  It  is  only  when 
there  is  strong  opposition  that  any 
difficulty  is  likely  to  arise.  If  the  mem- 
bers of  the  borough  council  introduce  a 
measure  not  acceptable  to  the  general 
feeling  of  London,  they  will  do  so  at 
their  own  risk,  and  that  risk  will  be 
that  a  Committee  of  this  House  might 
refuse  them  costs.  There  could  be  no 
real  hardship,  because  the  arbiters  in  every 
case  would  be  a  Committee  of  this  House. 
All  the  Amendment  proposes  is  to  give 
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that  Committee  the  power  of  deciding 
whether  the  promotion  of  a  Bill  by  a 
borough  council  was  wanton  and  reckless, 
and  that  if  it  were  the  members  of  the 
council  ought  to  pay  the  costs  themselves. 
The  general  power  the  London  County 
Council  now  has  to  include  in  its 
Bill  any  proposal  put  forward  by  a 
borough  gives  every  opportunity  to  the 
boroughs  to  get  cheaply  what  they 
require. 

*SlE  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  have 
lome  experience  in  the  working  of  the 
Borough  Funds  Act,  which  provides  a 
most  salutary  check,  and,  although  some 
change  in  the  machinery  may  be  de- 
niable, I  am  perfectly  sure  that  until 
we  have  that  improvement  we  ought 
to  retain  the  Act  as  it  stands.  The 
functions  of  the  new  councils  will  be 
executive  and  administrative,  not  legis- 
lative. The  object  of  the  Act  is  to  check 
the  tendency  to  promote  legislation  and 
to  indulge  in  wasteful  expenditure.  I 
believe  it  protects  the  interests  of  the 
subject,  and  I  therefore  suggest  the  im- 
portance of  retaining  it. 

Mr  STUART:  I  do  not  think  that 
my  hon.  colleague  in  the  representation 
of  Shoreditch  has  any  right  to  say  that 
the  London  County  Council  regards  this 
Bill  in  the  spirit  of  jealousy.  I  appeal  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  as  to 
whether  I,  for  one,  as  largely  representing 
the  London  County  Council  in  this  House, 
have  not  done  my  very  best  to  amend 
this  Bill  in  a  non-partisan  spirit.  That  is 
shown  by  Amendments  suggested  by  my- 
lelf  and  by  others  having^een  adopted 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  When  the 
Bill  first  came  before  the  House  I  ven- 
tured to  say  it  was  a  disintegrating  Bill. 
It  has  ceased  largely,  but  not  wholly, 
to  be  a  disintegrating  Bill.  There 
•till  remain  disintegrating  clauses  in 
the  Bill,  but  this  is  the  most 
disintegrating  clause  of  alL  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  if  we  grant  these 

powers  we  shall  be  taking  a  great  step 

towards  the  disintegration  of  London. 

London  is  one,  and  ought  to  be  regarded 

by  this  House  as  one.    That  we  have 

maintained  throughout  the  whole  of  this 

discussion.    There  is  no  advantage  that  I 

can  see  in  any  way  whatever  in  allowing 

these  different  portions  of  London  to  act 
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on  their  own  account  in  this  House.  Their 
interests  are  too  much  combined  and 
united  to  make  that  desirable  or  useful. 
The  clause  is  a  bad  one,  and  part  of  the 
old  spirit  in  which  the  Bill  was  framed — 
viz.,  of  opposition  to  the  unity  of  London 
— a  spirit,  however,  which  the  discussions  ■ 
on  this  Bill  have  largely  caused  to 
evaporate.  . 

Sir  E.  CLARKE :  I  really  cannot  allow 
the  statement  just  made  to  pass  unchal-. 
lenged.  The  hon.  Member  said  that  this 
clause  remains  in  the  Bill  in  antagonism 
to  the  London  County  Council.  He  talks 
about  the  Bill  as  a  disintegrating  Bill,  and 
he  says  that  he  and  his  friends  have  been 
insisting  on  the  unity  of  London.  There 
is  a  certain  amount  of  truth  in  that.  They 
have  been  seeking  to  secure  for  one  body 
which  they  represent  authority  over  all 
parts  of  London.  They  have  in  that  con- 
tention, as  far  as  this  Bill  is  concerned, 
absolutely  failed,  and  I  do  not  accept  for  . 
a  moment  the  claim  they  are  making  now 
inside  and  outside  the  House,  that  they 
have  been  supporting  the  Bill  and  sympa- 
thising  with  its  objects.  They  have  beea 
defeated  in  this  sense,  that  the  House 
recognised,  on  the  second  reading,  and 
recognises  now,  that  London  is  not  one,, 
but  a  collection  of  places  entitled  to  have 
separate  municipal  existence  and  authority 
apart  from  the  authority  and  interference 
of  the  London  County  Council.  The 
object  of  this  Bill  has,  I  think,  been  to 
put  the  London  County  Council  in  its 
proper  place,  and  when  it  passes  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends  will  be 
obliged  to  admit  outside,  if  not  here,  that 
very  much  has  been  done  in  spite  of  them 
to  give  proper  municipal  life  to  London 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  141 ;  Noes, 
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Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  The  Amend- 
ment I  now  propose  relates  to  the  financial 
basis  between  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  new  borough  councils,  and  it  is 
one  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said  he  would 
consider  before  the  Report  stage.  I  do 
not  want  to  enter  into  the  arguments  with 
which  I  troubled  the  House  upon  the  last 
occasion,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  necessary 
that  we  should  provide  for  some  sort  of 
revision.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  take 
this  into  his  favourable  consideration, 
although  I  do  not  wish  to  press  it  unduly 
upon  him. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  12,  after  the  word  '  order,'  to 
insert  the  words, '  provided  that,  at  any  interval 
of  not  lees  than  five  years,  the  London  County 
Council  and  the  borough  council  may  revise  and 
altar  the  amount  of  the  contribution,  or,  in  de- 
fault of  agreement,the  Local  Government  Board 
may,  on  the  application  of  either  _  party,  if  it 
think  fit,  revise  and  vary  the  existing  arrange- 
ment'"— (Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.) 

Question  proposed— 

"That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid 
that  the  words  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  will  hardly  do,  because  they 
divorce  too  obviously  the  responsibility  of 
expenditure  from  the  responsibility  of 
management.  If  the  local  authority  is 
ready  to  take  over  the  duties,  it  should, 
no  doubt,  be  ready  to  take  over  the  ex- 
penditure which  is  associated  with  those 
duties,  and  which  is  necessary  to  carry 
those  duties  into  effect.  If  I  could  find  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  form  of  words 
which  would  make  it  possible  to  have  a 
revision  in  those  cases  in  which  public 
necessity  requires  an  immense  extension 
of  the  duties  originally  made  the  subject 
of  agreement,  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
consider  it.  I  can  well  imagine  cases 
in  which  some  power  of  going  back 
over  the  original  decision  would  be 
desirable  in  the  public  interest,  although 
I  confess  that  the  words  of  this  proposal 
are  rather  vague,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
we  could  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member.  There  is,  of  course,  still  time  in 
another  place  to  insert  words  which  would 
meet  the  case,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  con- 
sider them  if  the  hon.  Member  can  think 
?f  a  satisfactory  form  of  words. 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Under  the 
circumstances  I  will  not  press  my 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  amendments  made. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  The  object  of 
the  Amendment  I  now  beg  to  move  has 
been  discussed  before,  and  when  it  was 
mentioned  in  Committee  the  Leader  of 
the  House  advanced  one  objection  to  it, 
and,  so  far  as  my  memory  serves  me,  one 
objection  only.  He  said  that  it  would  be 
inconvenient  in  reference  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  sanitary  law,  because  in  those 
cases  it  was  sometimes  necessary,  at  all 
events,  to  take  action  upon  an  emergency. 
Seeing  that  there  was  considerable  force 
in  that  objection,  I  have  met  it  by  the 
consequential  Amendment  which  stands 
in  my  name.  I  propose  by  a  subsequent 
Amendment  to  exempt  from  the  require- 
ment of  approval  any  Committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 
I  do,  therefore,  hope  this  will  not  be 
opposed  by  the  Government.  There  are 
two  precedents  for  this — one  is  that  of 
the  municipal  corporations,  and  the  other 
the  district  councils.  As  these  precedents 
are  on  our  side,  I  think  I  have  fairly  met 
the  objection  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  and  I  trust  that  he  will  consent 
to  adopt  this  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word 
'  report,  in  order  to  insert  the  word  '  submit.'  " 
—(Mr.  PiekeragUl.) 

instead  thereof : — 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  word  '  report*  stand  part  of  the 
Bill." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY:  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  accept  this  Amendment, 
which  will  require,  with  the  one  exception 
mentioned  in  a  subsequent  Amendment, 
that  the  act  of  every  committee  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  council.  Surely  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Bill  as  it  stands  is  much 
more  reasonable,  for  it  provides  that : 

"Every  committee  shall  report  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  council,  but  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  council  so  direct  the  act  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  shall  not  require 
the  approval  of  the  council." 

I  fail  to  see  what  sense  there  is  in  con- 
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Mr.  STUART:  The  arrangement 
under  the  Bill  proposes  to  give  a  certain 
power  to  these  metropolitan  municipalities 
which  does  not  exist  in  any  other  com- 
mittee, either  on  county  councils  or 
municipalities.  It  is  a  great  pity  that 
you  should  enable  a  body  to  shuffle  off  its 
responsibilities  upon  committees.  I  shall 
support  this  amendment,  because  I  believe 
it  will  bring  the'  law  in  London  in  uni- 
formity with  the  law  which  is  in  force  in 
other  places. 


Mr.  LOWLES:  From  my  own  obser- 
vations I  can  only  say  that  the  com- 
mittees already  existing  do  very  good 
work  in  this  regard,  and  take  great 
interest  in  it.  The  only  check  upon  their 
work  is  that  they  are  subordinate  to  the 
local  governing  body  themselves,  and  to 
take  away  the  check  is  a  very  dangerous 
thing.  By  this  Bill  the  power  of  re- 
vision by  the  Council  by  whom  they  are 
appointed  will  be  done  away  with,  and  I 
think  to  take  away  such  a  wholesome 
check  will  be  very  dangerous  indeed. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Our  point  is 
that  if  this  Amendment  is  carried,  it  will 
throw  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  labour 
on  the  ,  council.  On  the  other  hand,  under 
the  clause  as  it  stands  the  possibility  of 
abuse  is  reduced  to  a  minimum,  because 
when  a  committee  is  suspected  of  abusing 
its  powers  it  can  be  dispossessed  of  those 
powers  at  a  moment's  notice  by  the  body 
to  which  it  is  subordinate. 


Mr.  LOWLES :  Under  this  clause  1 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Yes.  And 
under  the  circumstances  I  am  sure  that 
my  hon.  friend  will  feel  that  no  indepen- 
dent body  is  set  up  which  Can  set  its 
parent  body  at  defiance. 


Question  put  and  agreed  to. 


Amendment  negatived. 


Mr,  CRIPPS :  I  propose  now  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name  at 


the  beginning  of  the  Paper.  The  object  of 
my  Amendment  is  simply  to  introduce 
a  scheme  which  would  be  of  great 
convenience  in  dealing  with  the  diffi- 
cult and  complex  subject  of  rating, 
and  would  not  affect  the  incidence  of 
rating  either  as  regards  individuals  or 
areas.  What  I  seek  to  do  is  to  make  the 
borough  the  unit  for  assessment  purposes, 
for  making  the  levy,  and  for  the  collection 
of  rates,  as  against  the  parish  which  is 
the  unit  at  the  present  time.  What  the 
Government  have  done  in  Sub-section  10 
is  to  make  the  duties  of  the  overseer  vest 
in  the  council  of  the  borough,  which  is 
not  only  clumsy  but  is  in  itself  an 
absurdity,  because  although  the  borough 
council  is  made  the  overseer  of  each  parish 
in  its  area,  the  parish  is  kept  alive  as  a 
rating  unit.  My  proposal  is  that,  instead 
of  having  this  complex  machinery,  instead 
of  making  the  borough  council  the  over- 
seer, we  should  have  one  overseer  for  the 
borough  unit,  and  that  for  rating  pur- 
poses it  should  be  constituted  a  parish. 
It  is  not  only  a  question  of  machinery ; 
it  goes  outside ;  it  is  also  a  matter  of 
expense.  It  goes  over  the  whole  borough, 
and  you  can  afford  to  have  the  work 
properly  done,  and  then  it  can  be  super- 
vised by  the  council.  I  hope  the  House 
will  appreciate  what  I  mean.  You  want 
a  borough  unit,  and  you  want  to  know 
whether  property  is  being  assessed  at  a 
proper  amount.  The  best  way  to  arrive 
at  that  is  to  take  the  larger  entity,  and 
give  the  overseer  a  skilled  assistant, 
through  whom  the  work  can  be  properly 
done.  It  is  a  great  advantage  to  have  a 
larger  rather  than  a  smaller  entity.  If 
you  deal  with  the  matter  on  this 
principle  you  get  greater  simplification 
and  far  greater  certainty  in  every  assess- 
ment, and  that  is  the  matter  with  which 
we  have  to  deal.  As  I  shall  not  have 
another  opportunity  of  speaking  on  this 
subject,  allow  me  to  say  a  word  as  to  the 
objection  raised  by  the  Solicitor-General 
on  the  last  occasion.  He  suggested  that 
my  scheme  might  interfere  in  some  way 
with  the  liabilities  of  various  areas 
throughout  the  borough.  I  would  point 
out  that  this  does  not  deal  with  any  ques- 
tion of  the  kind.  All  we  are  doing  here  is 
to  find  out  the  best  basis  of  assessment. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"'In  page  7,  line  1,  after  the  word  *  parish,' 
to  insert  the  words, '  it  shall  be  constituted  a 
parish  for  the  purposes  of  assessment,  and  for 
the  making,  levy,  and  collection  of  rates, 
and.'  "—(Mr.  Orippg.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  he  there  inserted." 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  I  recog- 
nise at  once  the  clearness  and  ability 
with  which  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
has  stated  his  case  ;  and,  although  I  do  not 
pretend  to  have  the  experience  which  he 
has  had  on  the  Royal  Commission,  this  is  a 
subject  that  1  have  a  very  great  expe- 
rience of.  I  quite  agree  if  some  scheme 
could  be  arrived  at  whereby  for  rating, 
valuation,  and  all  other  purposes,  the 
borough  could  be  made  ono  parish  it 
would  be  a  great  help ;  but  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  do  that  in  the  way  he  proposes. 
The  difficulties  in  the  way  are  almost  in- 
superable. We  have  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  a  borough  comprising  more 
than  one  parish,  and  we  shall  also  have 
to  deal  with  a  parish  which  is  in  more 
than  one  union.  I  hope  my  hon.  friend 
will  not  misunderstand  me.  I  am  point- 
ing out  that  the  simple  amendment 
which  he  proposes  to  put  into  this  Bill 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  bring  about  the 
uniformity  which  he  desires  to  obtain.  I 
am  not  so  clear  upon  this,  but  I  think 
there  would  be  considerable  difficulty  in 
the  question  of  the  equalisation  of  rates, 
unless  you  had  certain  consequential 
amendments  put  in,  because  at  present 
the  equalisation  of  rates  is  arrived  at 
by  means  of  population,  and  not  by 
boroughs.  We  nave  approached  this 
question  with  the  object  of  seeing 
whether,  either  by  a  clause  by  itself  or 
by  some  amendment  in  the  Bill,  some 
such  scheme  as  that  which  my  hon. 
friend  suggests  could  be  adopted  ; 
but  I  am  afraid  there  are  great 
difficulties  in  the  way.  It  is  not 
because  we  do  not  sympathise  with 
his  Amendment  that  we  do  not  adopt  it, 
but  because  the  consequential  amend- 
ments would  be  so  serious.  I  am  not 
sure  whether  all  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
desires  to  be  done  in  this  Bill  could  be 
accomplished  by  his  Amendment,  even  if 
it  were  agreed  to ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
we  are. not  in  a  position  tp  accept  it  with- 
out-grave consideration  as  to  its  effect  on 
existing  Acts  of  Parliament. 


Sir  EDWARD  CLARKE :  My  hon. 
and  learned  friend  has  made  a  very 
sympathetic  speech  in  reply  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stroud, 
whose  object  was  to  make,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assessment,  the  borough  a  unit. 
My  hon.  and  learned  friend  said  he 
sympathised  with  that  object,  and,  no 
doubt,  in  that  respect  he  is  in  accord 
with  all  other  Members  of  this  House. 
The  subject  is  a  complex  one,  and  I  only 
rise  because  the  Attorney-General,  at  the 
end  of  his  speech,  said  that  there  was  a 
possibility  of  constructing  a  scheme  by 
which  this  object  could  be  carried  into 
effect.  We  are  all  of  us  agreed  that  the  ob- 
ject which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
has  is  a  good  object,  and  one  which  it  is 
desirable  to  carry  out.  I  would,  therefore, 
ask  if  it  is  not  possible  that,  between  this 
stage  and  the  discussion  of  the  matter  in 
another  place,  certain  amendments  might 
be  made  in  this  clause  which  would 
effectuate  that  object. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  entirely  ad- 
mit that  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
who  has  just  sat  down,  and  the.  hon..  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment, have  not  misconstrued  the  views  of 
the  Government  when  they  say  that  we 
regard  the  object  with  most  sympathetic 
interest ;  but  the  real  difficulty  is  that  we 
cannot  make  the  area  of  the  borough 
coincide  with  the  area  for  assessment 
until  we  have  brought  the  union  area  into 
coincidence  with  the  borough  area.  There 
is  machinery  for  doing  that  under  the 
Local  Government  Act,  and  I  hope  that  by 
that  machinery  gradually,  but  not  less 
effectually,  the  end  which  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  in  common  with  the  Govern- 
ment, has  in  view  will  be  carried  into 
effect.  To  do  it  directly  and  immediately 
by  a  provision  in  this  Bill  introduced  in 
another  place  is  more  than  I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion to  promise,  the  difficulties  involved 
being  so  considerable.  If  it  can  be  done 
nobody  will  rejoice  more  than  myself  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Government 
who  are  responsible  for  this  measure. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  Having  regard  to  what 
has  been  said  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Attorney-General,  I  will 
not  press  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  23,  after  the  word  •  borough" 
to  insert  the  words, '  and  of  churchwardens  of 
every  parish  within  their  borough  except  in 
so  far  as  these  relate  to  ecclesiastical  purposes. ' " 
— (Mr.  Jamea  Stuart.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  5,  after  the  word  1  clerk  '  to 
insert  the  words,  '  upon  such  date  or  within 
such  period  as  the  Local  Government  Board 
may  prescribe,  so  that  all  the  rates  collected 
in  a  metropolitan  borough  from  any  person 
may  be  included  in  one  demand  note.  " — (Mr. 
Piekersgill.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  I  beg  to  move  an 
amendment  in  Clause  12  providing  that 
in  all  cases,  whether  the  Poor  Law  union 
is  one  borough  or  not,  the  assessment 
committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
borough  council  instead  of  by  the  board 
of  guardians.  This  will  bring  the  Bill 
into  conformity  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Local  Taxation  Committee.  I  am 
anxious  to  anticipate  an  objection  that  may 
be  raised  based  on  the  Attorney  General  s 
last  argument.  He  suggested  that  we 
should  have  overlapping  of  union  areas. 
That  is  no  difficulty  whatever.  At  the 
present  moment  throughout  London  we 
have  an  assessment  not  only  for  unions 
and  certain  Poor  Law  areas,  but  also  for 
Imperial  purposes ;  and  it  is  one  of  the 
greatest  advantages  of  assessment  in  the 
metropolis  that  it  it  available  for  Imperial 
as  well  as  for  local  purposes.  Supposing 
we  have  an  assessment  good  enough  for 
Imperial  purposes  and  sound  and  just  in 
itself,  what  does  it  matter  whether  the 
area  over  which  the  assessment  committee 
have  authority  provides,  the  basis  of  the 
assessment  or  not  ?  At  present  we  have 
not  got  the  areas  of  local  government 
coincident  with  the  areas  of  the  spending 
authorities,  and  I  venture  to  prophesy 
they  will  not  be  for  100  years.  U  the 
Attorney-General's  argument  holds  good, 
ire  may  postpone  the  whole  question  of 
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rating  reform.  If  the  basis  of  assessment 
is  fair  and  sound,  it  is  wholly  immaterial 
whether  it  is  made  by  the  spending 
authority  or  not.  That  is  done  every 
day  in  London  as  regards  our  Imperial 
taxation,  and  also  with  regard  to  certain 
matters  of  local  duties,  and  there  is  not 
the  slightest  reason  why  we  should  post- 
pone rating  reform  until  the  spending 
areas  are  coincident  with  the  local  govern- 
ment areas.  This  matter  was  especially 
recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Local  Taxation.  It  is  an  admirable 
and  necessary  reform,  and  does  not  re- 
quire any  consequential  amendment.  The 
Attorney  General  is  thoroughly  conversant 
with  all  rating  questions,  and  I  hope  he 
will  be  able  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
to  accept  this  great  reform,  which  will  not 
in  any  way  be  affected  by  the  bogey,  if  I 
may  say  so,  of  the  overlapping  union 
areas.    I  beg  to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

«*  In  page  8,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  where  the  whole  of  a  Poor  Law  union  is  within 
one  borough.'  "—(Mr.  Cripps.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  BIO/' 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  It  is 
quite  impossible  at  this  particular  stage  to 
accept  this  Amendment,  as  the  Govern- 
ment have  gone  as  far  as  they  ought  in 
this  direction  already.  Apart  from  the 
difficulty  of  overlapping,  which  is  much 
more  serious  than  my  non.  and  learned 
friend  thinks,  his  Amendment  would  dis- 
possess the  guardians  of  their  right  to 
appoint  the  assessment  committees  in  all 
cases,  even  where  the  areas  were  not  con- 
terminous with  the  borough  or  controlled 
by  the  borough  authorities.  I  do  not  see 
any  uniformity  of  assessment  or  other 
advantage  that  would  be  obtained  in  that 
case.  We  have  accepted  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  principle  as  far  as  we 
possibly  can  by  making  it  apply  in 
analogous  cases,  and  we  are  not  prepared 
to  accept  this  Amendment. 

Mr  LOUGH  :  I  have  got  the  same 
Amendment  on  the  paper,  and  I  am  very 
sorry  that  the  Attorney  -  General  has 
not  seen  his  way  to  deal  with  it 
more  sympathetically.  I  would  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
a  further  proviso  I  have  put  down,  which, 
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I  think,  would  meet  the  objection  of  the 
Attorney  -  General.  It  is  as  follows: 
"Provided  that  where  the  boundaries  of 
one  or  more  unions  are  not  conterminous 
with  the  area  of  a  borough,  a  scheme 
under  this  Act  shall  settle  any  question 
aiiaing  over  such  overlapping  of  areas." 
This  really  would  settle  the  whole  matter. 
Let  us  nave  a  scheme  under  the  Act 
which  would  settle  any  difficulty  suggested 
by  the  Attorney-General.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  anxious  to  preserve  the 
authority  of  the  board  of  guardians  in 
this  matter,  but  the  primary  object  of  the 
board  of  guardians  is  to  relieve  the  poor. 
Why,  then,  should  they  have  anything  to 
say  to  assessment  1  It  is  a  duty  which 
could  far  more  appropriately  be  given 
over  to  the  borough  councils,  and  I 
believe  that  if  my  proviso  were  considered 
by  the  Government  it  would  be  seen  that 
every  difficulty  would  be  met  by  it.  The 
Attorney-General  says  that  he  has  ac- 
cepted the  principle  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  amendment  in  all  cases 
where  the  Poor  Law  union  is  conterminous 
with  the  borough.  In  Islington  we  are 
all  right,  as  the  Poor  Law  union  and  the 
borough  cover  exactly  the  same  area. 
Therefore  I  am  quite  unselfish  in  this 
matter,  and  I  really  put  down  my  proviso 
to  meet  the  objections  raised  by  the 
Attorney-General.  It  would  enable  us  to 
adopt  a  uniform  system  in  London,  and 
would  be  a  great  improvement  on  .the 
clause  as  it  stands. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
bon.  Gentleman  must  know  that  no 
scheme  under  this  Bill  could  possibly 
meet  the  difficulty,  as  it  could  not  alter 
either  the  area  of  taxation  or  the  power 
of  taxation.  The  difficulty  arises  from 
the  fact  that  the  most  important  rates 
which  the  ratepayers  have  to  pay  are  the 
rates  raised  by  the  Poor  Law  guardians. 
There  is  no  ground  for  dispossessing  the 
existing  assessment  committees,  and  the 
only  way  to  get  over  the  difficulty  is  to 
make  the  unions  conterminous  to  the 
boroughs.  That  is  an  object  to  be  attained 
gradually.  There  is  power  in  existence 
to  enable  it  to  be  gradually  obtained,  but 
it  cannot  be  obtained  in  any  rough  and 
ready  manner  under  this  Bill. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  38,  after,  the  word  *  unions,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  and  the  town  clerk  shall 
be  the  clerk  to  such  assessment  committee.'  "— 
{Colonel  Hughes.) 

Question — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted," 
put,  and  negatived. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  STUART :  I  appeal  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General and  to  the  Solicitor-General 
to  accede  to  the  Amendment  I  now  rise 
to  move,  because  I  submit  it  will  accom- 
plish the  object  which  I  have  in  view. 
We  have  a  large  number  of  local  Acts  in 
operation  in  London,  and  these  will  have 
to  be  repealed.  I  think  we  ought  to 
secure  that  all  these  Acts  should  be  re- 
pealed by  one  statute.  As  the  Attorney- 
General  well  knows,  the  difficulty  of  lay- 
ing your  hands  on  these  Acts  and  know- 
ing whether  they  exist  or  not  is  very  great. 
I  am  sure  that  this  proposal  I  am  making 
is  a  very  practical  one,  but  I  will  not  press 
my  Amendment  if  I  can  get  some  satis- 
factory assurance  that  the  matter  will  be 
considered. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  10,  line  14,  to  leave  out  paragraph 
(e),  of  sub-section  (1),  of  Clause  15."— [Mr. 
James  Stuart .) 


Question  proposed — 


"  That  the  words  . 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


to  be  left  out 


Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member  opposite  that 
the  Bill  follows  exactly  the  precedent  of 
the  last  Local  Government  Act.  It  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  in  every  Bill  of  this 
kind  to  consider  the  number  of  local 
Acts,  to  modify  them  and  reper.'  lhem  in 
some  way,  and  there  are  a  larg  number 
of  local  Acts  which  will  have  t«  >e  dealt 
with.  It  would  be  convenient,  no  doubt, 
that  those  should  be  embodied  in  one 
statute,  and  I  will  consider  what  can  be 
done  in  this  direction.  But  there  are 
other  considerations  which  might  make 
such  a  course  very  inconvenient,  for 
some  of  them  have  a  very  wide  appli- 
cation. I  agree  that  there  should  be  some 
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convenient  method  provided  of  getting  at 
the  Act,  and  I  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  I  will  not  overlook  the  point.  I 
think  he  will  see,  however,  that  we  can- 
not possibly  omit  the  sub-section  alto- 
gether. 


Mr.  STUART :  After  what  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  said,  I  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Other  Amendments  made. 


♦MR.  BOUSFIELD  (Hackney,  N.) :  I 
am  still  in  the  dark  as  to  what  the 
Government  propose  to  do  under  the  Bill 
in  regard  to  the  district  which  1  represent. 
I  have  acknowledged  in  Committee  before 
the  courtesy  which  I  have  received  from 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
great  consideration  he  gave  to  the  matter. 
The  conclusion  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman came  to  has  certainly  pleased  one 
part  of  my  division  very  well,  but  it  has 
displeased  the  other  part.  It  so  happens 
that  Stoke  Newington  is  the  only  district 
which  stands  outside  the  Bill,  and  which 
has  not  been  scheduled.  What  I  propose 
to  insert  is  a  provision  the  object  of 
which  is  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  the 
question  of  dividing  a  parish,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transferring  part  of  it  for  local 
purposes  from  one  area  to  another,  is 
still  within  the  competence  of  the  Boundary 
Commission,  and  may  be  done,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  area  has  been 
scheduled.  I  have  in  mind  the  portion  of 
Hackney  which  is  in  my  division.  I 
represent  North  Hackney,  which  is  made 
up  of  Stoke  Newington  and  a  portion  of 
the  parish  of  Hackney.  I  pointed  out 
how  one  part  of  my  division  was  to  be 
joined  with  South  Hornsey,  and  the 
Government  were  good  enough  to  give 
way  so  far.  There  then  still  remains  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  other  portion 
of  my  division  should  go  with  it,  and  all  I 
desire  is  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  this 
matter  has  been  left  open.  I  quite  recog- 
nise that  I  cannot  ask  this  House  to  come 
to  a  final  decision  upon  such  a  point 
when  there  is  a  conflict  of  opinion  ;  but  I 
dq  ask  the  Government  to  recognise  that 
they  should  not  come   to  an  adverse 

Sir  Richard  Webster. 


decision  on  this  point,  but  still  leave  the 
matter  open.  I  ask  that  these  words 
may  be  inserted  in  order  that  the  ques- 
tion may  be  left  open  for  the  Boundary 
Commissioners  to  decide  and  to  adjust 
the  boundary.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  wherever  it  is  possible  it  is  impor- 
tant that  the  boundary  of  the  new  muni- 
cipal boroughs  should  be  conterminous 
with  the  boundary  of  the  Parliamentary 
borough,  and  I  wish  the  Commissioners 
to  be  left  free  to  decide  between  the  dif- 
ferences in  local  opinion  in  following  out 
that  principle.  It  is  eminently  desirable 
that  you  should  have  the  right  sort  of 
spirit  in  local  boroughs,  and  that  it 
should  not  be  divided  for  parliamentary 
purposes.  I  do  not  ask  the  Government 
for  a  decision  on  this  matter  at  this 
moment ;  all  I  ask  is  that  it  may  be 
shown  on  the  face  of  the  Bill  that  this 
is  a  matter  which  will  have  to  be 
hereafter  determined.  I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  10,  line  40,  after  the  word 
'  borough '  to  inwert  the  worrit* '  notwithstanding 
the  inclusion  of  the  jiarish  in  the  first  schedule 
to  this  Act.'  "—(Mr.  Bousfeld.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  worris  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  can 
heartily  sympathise  with  my  hon.  friend 
in  respect  to  the  hot  water  in  which  he 
fiuds  himself,  because  I  myself,  though  I 
do  not  represent  London,  have  got  into 
hot  water  also  over  the  question  of  areas 
and  boundaries  which  cannot  be  settled. 
My  hon.  friend  suggests  an  Amendment 
which  has  no  other  object  than  to  enable 
the  parish  of  Hackney  to  be  cut  in  two. 
We  have  already  decided  that  it  shall  not 
be  cut  in  two,  and  therefore  I  think  it  is 
superfluous  to  introduce  in  the  clause  an 
Amendment  intended  to  facilitate  an 
arrangement  which  we  do  not  intend  to 
promote.  I  hope  the  Amendment  will 
not  be  passed. 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Mr.  BOUSFIELD  :  As  to  the  Amend- 
ment I  now  rise  to  move,  this  is 
a  matter  in  which  I  hope  to  meet 
a  letter  fate  than  I  experienced  in  the 
last  Amendment  I  proposed.    There  was, 
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do  doubt,  a  strong  opinion  in  South  Horn- 
sey before  the  matter  came  before  this 
House  that  the  insular  part  of  South 
Hornsey  must  come  into  Stoke  Newing- 
ton,  but  there  is  a  difficulty  in  arriving 
at  a  correct  estimate  of  the  population. 
Since  then  South  Hornsey  has  considered 
its  position,  and,  finding  it  must  partly 
come  in,  desires  to  come  in  as  a  whole. 
What  the  Government  should  do  now, 
having  got  the  voice  of  the  inhabitants 
of  South  Hornsey  upon  the  matter,  is 
simply  to  insert  in  the  schedule 
"South  Hornsey  and  Stoke  Newington." 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  has  considered  that,  or  it 
might  be  dealt  with  in  the  alternative, 
and  South  Hornsey  added  to  the  rest  of 
the  County  of  London. 


Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
words  relating  to  population,  in  order  to 
insert  "is  part."— (Mr.  Bowfietd.) 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  After  the  state- 
ment made  by  my  hon.  friend,  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  Amendment  should  not 
be  accepted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

•Captain  CHALONER  (Wilts,  West- 
bury) :  The  Amendment  which  stands  in 
my  name  has  been  framed  with  a  view  to 
prevent  a  danger  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  Union  of 
Poor  Law  Associations  of  England  and 
Wales  exists  in  regard  to  this  Bill — a 
danger  which  would  affect  not  only 
London  but  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Under  a  case  tried  last  year, 
under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888, 
between  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour's 
and  the  Dorking  Union,  it  was  decided 
that  where  a  parish  was  subdivided  into 
two  or  more  parishes  the  Poor  Law  settle- 
ments were  extinguished  in  the  divided 
parishes.  We  are  advised  that  the  same 
thing  would  happen  under  the  present 
Bill.  We  therefore  appeal  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  accept  this 
Amendment,  to  avert  what  we  think  a 
real  danger.  If  this  is  impossible,  I  hope, 
at  any  rate,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  give  me  an  assurance,  either 
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that  he  is  satisfied  that  our  fears  are 
ungrounded  or  that  something  will  be 
effected  to  prevent  harm  being  done. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  11,  line  33,  at  the  end  of  line  17,  to 
insert  the  words— 

'  If,  under  or  hy  virtue  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  or  of  any  Order  in  Council  made  in 
pursuance  thereof ,  any  parish  or  place  main- 
taining its  own  poor  shall  be  divided-'into  two 
or  more  parishes  or  portions  of  parishes,. such 
division  shall  not  destroy  the  settlements 
which  poor  persons  may  have  therein  at  the 
date  of  such  division,  but  every  person  who  has 
at  the  date  of  such  division  a  settlement  in 
any  parish  or  place  divided  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  settled  in  the  new  parish 
which  shall  contain  the  house  or  other  place 
or  places  in  which  the  settlement,  acquired  or 
derived  by  such  person,  shall  have  been- gained.*  . 
Provided  always  that  no  such  settlement,  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  retained  if  it  was  gained 
under  or  by  virtue  of  a  residence  partly  in  one 
of  the  new  parishes  and  partly  in  another. 

•  If,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  or  of  any  Order  m  Council  -made  An 
pursuance  thereof,  any  parish  or  place  tnaW 
taining  its  own  poor  shall  be  divided  into  -'two?' 
or  more  parishes  or  portions  of  parishes,, such' 
division  shall  not  destroy  a  statu*  of  irceiuo^- ; 
ability  acquired  by  virtue  of  a  residence  in  the. 
union  of  which  the  divided  parish  shall  have ' 
formed  part  or  consisted,  but  such  status  of 
irremovability  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been, 
acquired  in  the  parish  which  shall  contain  tlie 
house  or  other  place  in  which  the  person  having 
such  status  of  irremovability  shall  be  resident 
at  the  time  when  such  division  shall  take  place, 
or  if  he  shall  then  be  in  receipt  of  relief  in  the 
parish  which  shall  contain  the  house  or  other 
place  in  which  he  was  resident  at  the  time  of 
becoming  chargeable.'  "—(Captain  Chaioner.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  was  perfectly 
justified  in  bringing  this  matter  forward. 
It  does  appear  that  there  are  cases  where 
parishes  were  divided  —not  under  the 
Act  of  1888— and  where  the  evil  which 
my  friend  fears  had  actually  occurred' 
and  the  Poor  Law  settlement  has  been 
destroyed.  If  that  were  a  possible  result 
of  this  Bill,  I  agree  it  must  be  carefully' 
guarded  against.  But  I  do  not  think 
my  hon.  and  gallant  friend  need  be 
alarmed.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there 
is  power  given  in  this  Bill  to  provide, 
by  scheme,  against  that  danger,  and 
it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  acting  vun^er  the^ct 
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of  1888,  whenever  a  parish  is  divided,  to 
take  care  that  the  settlement  is  not  there- 
by destroyed.  I  can  assure  my  hon. 
friend  that  every  care  and  precaution 
shall  be  taken,  by  scheme,  to  prevent 
the  result  which  he  very  justly  says 
would  be  most  disastrous  if  it  occurred. 
It  is  neither  necessary  nor  desirable  to 
introduce  into  this  Bill  this  very  elaborate 
Amendment,  and  perhaps  my  hon.  friend 
will  be  content  to  take  from  me  the 
assurance  that  the  question  will  be  con- 
sidered, and  that,  in  so  far  as  parishes  are 
divided  under  this  Bill,  schemes  shall 
be  provided  so  that  settlements  shall 
not  thereby  be  destroyed. 

♦Captain  CHALONER:  After  that 
assurance,  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mb.  CLOUGH  (Portsmouth):  The 
object  of  the  next  Amendment  standing 
in  my  name  is  to  bring  the  Inner  and  the 
Middle  Temple  into  line  with  the  rest  of 
the  City  under  the  new  arrangements. 
These  have  been  generally  considered 
extra-parochial ;  they  are  not  a  parish  by 
themselves,  but  have  been  generally  con- 
sidered as  within  the  City.  The  Assess- 
ment of  the  Inner  Temple  and  the 
Middle  Temple  is,  in  point  of  fact,  made 
under  the  provisions  of  Clause  59  of 
the  Metropolis  Act  of  1855,  by  the  Assess- 
ment Committee  of  the  Corporation  of 
London,  and  they  could,  if  they  wished, 
be  represented  on  the  committee.  Their 
present  assessment  value,  though  not 
rateable  value,  is :  Inner  Temple,  £23,483, 
and  Middle  Temple,  £14,500.  There  are 
other  four  Inns  of  Court — Lincoln's  Inn, 
Gray's  Inn,  Staple's  Inn,  and  Furnival's 
Inn,  which  were  under  the  Metropolis 
Act  of  1855  put  on  Schedule  C  by  them- 
selves. Whenever  any  question  of  ratine 
arises  there  is  always  a  difficulty  in  regard 
to  making  them  pay  their  ratio,  and 
hitherto  the  City  has  never  been  able  to 
get  them  to  pay  'the  Consolidated  and 
Sewers  Bates,  though  they  do,  in  fact, 
pay  the  Police  Rates  


Mr.  BOUSBTELD :  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  Is  this  Amendment  within  the 
scope  of  the  Bill  f 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.. 


Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment would  make  places  rateable  which 
are  not  now  rateable. 

Mr,  CLOUGH :  That  is  my  intention. 

Mr,  SPEAKER :  That  cannot  be  done 
under  this  Bill. 

Amendment  ruled  out  of  order. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  30,  after  the  word '  church- 
warden,' to  insert  the  words  *  or  sidesman.'  "— 
(Mr.  Tomlituon.) 

Question  proposed— 

M  That  the  words  « or  sidesman '  be  there 
inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich) : 
It  is  consolatory  to  me  to  reflect  that  the 
Amendment  I  now  rise  to  move  is  not  one 
which  is  likely  to  raise  much  discussion, 
for  no  one  could  conceive  a  more  inoppor- 
tune moment  to  raise  a  contested  point. 
I  hope,  late  though  the  hour  be,  that 
there  may  be  some  exercise  of  forbearance 
while  I  try  to  compress  my  remarks  into 
as  brief  a  compass  as  possible.  The  Bill 
removes  from  the  ecclesiastical  vestries 
all  civil  powers  and  authorities.  There 
remains  to  them,  therefore,  nothing  but 
the  authority  relating  to  Church  affairs, 
which  is  safeguarded  under  Clause  21. 
There  is,  therefore,  what  may  be  called  a 
disestablishment  of  the  Church  in  regard 
to  local  matters.  It  follows  that  when 
Church  affairs  have  to  be  dealt  with  it  is 
only  right  and  reasonable  that  the  body 
to  deal  with  Church  affaire  under  the  Act 
should  be,  not  the  body  of  public  citizens 
at  large,  but  the  body  of  Church  members. 
The  next  question  is,  Who  are  the  Church 
members  ?  More  than  one  answer  has 
been  given  to  that  question,  but  my 
answer  is  that  those  only  ought  to  exercise 
authority  in  Church  matters,  among  the 
laity,  who  are  by  the  law  of  the  Church 
communicant  members.  I  think  there 
is  no  dispute  about  the  meaning  of  the 
rubric  referred  to  in  the  Amendment ;  all 
parties  in  the  Church  are  agreed  on  that 
In  point  of  law  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  would  be  decidedlv  improper  to 
allow  that  those  who  disobey  the  law  of 
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the  Church  should  exercise  government 
within  the  Church.  It  would  seem  to  me 
a  very  fatal  thing  to  do.  Then  comes 
the  further  matter,  Is  it  an  expedient 
course  ?  It  is  very  often  reasonably 
complained  that  the  laity  of  the  Church 
of  England  have  not  that  share  of  in- 
fluence that  ought  properly  to  belong  to 
them.  I  think  that  if  the  true  cause  of 
that  want  of  influence  were  carefully 
sought,  it  would  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  laity  are  an  indeterminate  body.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  know  what  the  Church 
of  England  really  thinks,  but  supposing 
this  Amendment  is  carried  that  difficulty 
will  be  in  a  large  measure  removed ;  we 
shall  have  a  number  of  bodies  all  entitled 
to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  laity  of  the 
Church.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
Anything  which  would  weigh  with  the 
House  on  the  other  side  except  the  argu- 
ment that  this  is  a  revival  of  the  old 
principle  of  the  Test  Act.  But  I  do  not 
think  it  is  at  all  reasonable  to  say  that 
this  proposal  contains  the  same  principle 
as  the  Teat  Act.  What  person  who  is 
not  a  communicant  is  at  all  likely  to 
meddle  with  the  ecclesiastical  vestries? 
I  do  not  conceal  from  the  House  that  the 
motive  I  have  in  moving  the  Amendment 
is  to  face  that  most  difficult  question, 
what  is  a  lay  member  of  the  Church  of 
England. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  lines  32  and  33,  to  leave  out  the 
words  '  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,'  in  order 
to  insert  the  words,  '  Such  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  as  shall  have  obeyed  that  rubric  of  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  which  is  printed  at 
the  end  of  the  Order  of  the  Administration  of 
the  Holy  Communion,  and  which  requires  that 
«*ery  parishioner  shall  communicate  at  the 
least  three  times  in  the  year,  of  wliich  Easter 
is  to  be  one.'  "-{Lord  Hugh  Cecil.) 


Question  proposed — 


"  That  the  words  '  the  inhabitants  of '  stand 
part  of  the  BUI." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  will  not  enter 
into  the  argument  with  my  noble  friend 
as  to  whether  the  Amendment  is  open  to 
the  objection  often  brought  against  the 
Test  Act,  but  I  will  ask  him  whether  he 
cannot  imagine  cases  in  which  the  admin- 
istration of  some  office  carrying  with  it 
local  authority,  dignity,  and  some  small 
measure  of  local  power  would  give  rise  to 
contention  wholly  unworthy  of  religion. 
My  noble  friend  does  not  conceal  from 
the  House  that  his  chief  motive  for  bring- 
ing forward  the  Amendment  is,  I  will  not 
say  to  raise  a  discussion,  but  to  turn  men's 
attention  to  the  problem  of  what  consti- 
tutes a  lay  member  of  the  Church  of 
England,  with  a  view,  not  to  the  local 
government  of  London,  but  to  some 
future  measure  under  which  increased 
authority  may  be  given  to  the  laity  of 
the  Church.  I  am  one  of  those  who  de- 
sire that  the  laity  should  have  greater 
influence  in  matters  ecclesiastical,  and  no 
doubt  whenever,  if  ever,  the  ideal  which 
I  entertain  on  the  subject  takes  practical 
shape,  no  question  of  greater  importance 
can  come  up  for  discussion.  But,  Sir,  I 
would  make  two  observations  upon  the 
suggestion  of  my  noble  friend.  One  is 
that  the  definition  of  a  layman  in  the 
Church  of  England  is  far  more  rigid 
than  the  definition  which  has  been 
found  satisfactory  in  the  case  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  even  in  a  matter 
so  important  as  that  of-  the  choice  of 
a  minister.  The  second  observation 
that  I  would  make  to  my  noble  friend  is 
that  from  his  own  point  of  view  this  surely 
is  a  most  inopportune  and  inexpedient 
moment  to  choose  for  discussing  a  question 
which  we  should  approach  in  a  mood 
different  perhaps  from  that  in  which  we 
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have  discussed  the  secular  problems  which 
have  occupied  us  to-night.  It  is  surely 
unwise  to  ask  the  House  to  divert  its 
mind  from  questions  of  assessment,  ques- 
tions of  rating,  questions  of  area,  and  all 
the  other  important  problems  connected 
with  the  London  Government  Bill,  and 
suddenly  to  come  to  a  determination  upon 
a  question  avowedly  brought  before  us, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  any 
problem  of  London  government,  but  ap- 
parently with  the  object  of  preparing  the 
way  for  some  ecclesiastical  reform.  No- 
thing can  exceed  the  importance  of  the 
question  raised  by  the  Amendment ;  but 
why  should  we  be  required  to  come,  under 
most  unfavourable  circumstances,  to  a  de- 
cision— which  must  affect  and  prejudice 
any  further  discussion  which  the  House 
may  have  on  some  future  occasion — in 
dealing  with  a  Bill  which  only  by  accident 
in  one  corner,  in  one  stray  fragment, 
touches  in  some  remote  degree  the  ancient 
ecclesiastical  constitution  of  the  country  ? 


It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Thursday. 


QUESTION. 


RIOTING  IN  BELFAST. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Before  the 
House  adjourns,  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  for  some 
information  as  to  what  occurred  in  the 
City  of  Belfast  last  night.  It  will  be 
within  the  recollection  of  hon.  Members 
that  last  week  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  call  the 

Mr  A.  «/.  Balfour. 


attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  Irish 
Minister  to  the  deliberate  organisation  of 
riot  and  disorder  in  the  City  of  Belfast 
which  had  been  going  on  for  several 
weeks.    I  then  pointed  out  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  that  if  he  pursued  the  course 
which   he  pursued  under   similar  cir- 
cumstances last  year   with   regard  to 
the  threats,  a  similar  condition  of  dis- 
order and  scandalous  riot  would  pro 
bably  take  place.    The  Chief  Secretary, 
in  reply,  took  upon  himself  the  whole 
of  the  responsibility  of  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  City  of  Belfast  on  Sunday 
and  Monday  last.     He  said  that  the 
Government  of  Ireland  were  fully  aware 
of  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  and  were 
determined  that  peace  should  be  pre- 
served.   I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  in  the  present 
instance  there  was  no  question  of  being 
taken  by  surprise,  because  for  weeks  the 
Government  had  been  warned  that  riot 
and  disorder  would  occur.    In  spite,  how. 
ever,  of  the  statement  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  of  the  warning  which  was  given 
to  the  Government,  there  was  last  night 
in  Belfast  scandalous  and  violent  rioting. 
I  desire  to  emphasise  one.  point  in  par- 
ticular.   I  took  the  liberty  of  pointing 
out  last  week  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
that   it    was   idle   to  expect,  accord- 
ing  to    my    experience,    to  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  City  effectively,  with  an 
insufficient  police  force,  by  the  action  of 
the  military  alone.    In  dealing  with  a 
riotous  mob  the  military  are  very  in- 
effective.    They  cannot  arrest  anyone, 
and  all  they  can  do  is  to  charge  with 
fixed  bayonets  or  fire,  and  that  is  not  a 
proper  way,   except  in  the  very  last 
extremity,  to  protect  the  police.  Now 
what    occurred  1     Yesterday    a  large 
National  procession  took  place  in  Belfast. 
Shortly  before  half-past  six  a  disturbance, 
unfortunately  similar  to  that  of  last  year, 
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broke  out  on  the  Old  Lodge  Road.  The 
affair  originated  at  Alton  Street,  where 
there  is  a  Nationalist  arch,  and  ended  in 
an  attack  on  the  police.  Stones  of  all 
sizes  were  hurled  at  the  police,  and  Dis- 
trict-inspector Hurst,  seeing  that  affairs 
were  getting  serious,  blew  his  whistle, 
unsheathed  his  sword,  and  ordered  a 
charge.  The  police  charged  the  mob, 
which  was  250  strong,  and  it  fled  up  the 
Lodge  Road.  The  police  were  out- 
distanced, and  stopped  about  one  hundred 
yards  up  the  road.  Stones  then  began  to 
fly  again,  and  the  crash  of  broken  win- 
dows was  to  be  heard.  The  mob  remained 
above  the  Baths,  shying  stones  for  a 
while,  but  no  person  was  injured.  A 
detachment  of  the  Dragoon  Guards  arrived 
immediately  afterwards,  and  galloped  up 
the  road,  the  crowd  dispersing  into  the 
side  streets.  The  military  turned  four 
hundred  yards  up  the  street  and  walked 
down,  but  the  crowd,  during  the  absence 
of  the  military  up  the  road,  stoned  eight 
policemen  who  were  stationed  at  the  corner 
of  Upper  Townsend  Street.  Two  orna- 
mental plate-glass  windows  in  the  public- 
house  of  Edward  O'Neill  were  shattered, 
and  another  public-house  was  also 
damaged.  The  Dragoons  continued  to 
parade  the  street,  and  about  seven 
o'clock  the  police  made  a  charge  under 
military  protection,  and  arrested  three 
men  at  the  corner  of  Broadbent  Street. 
They  were  quickly  surrounded  by 
an  escort  of  the  cavalry,  under 
Sergeant  M'Donald,  and  removed  to 
Brown  Square  Barracks.  The  charges 
preferred  against  them  were  riotous 
behaviour,  and  the  prisoners  gave  the 
names  of  William  Henry  Telford,  Boyd 
Street;  William  Marshall,  Tyne  Street, 
Ballymacarrett ;  and  Alexander  Harri- 
son, Dickson  Street,  Grosvenor  Road. 
Meanwhile  the  stoning  at  Woodford 
Street  and  other  points  was  kept  up 
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vigorously,  and  many  of  the  windows  in 
Brown's  Square  Barracks  were  broken. 
Several  more  persons  were  injured,  and  the 
Telegraph  reporter  received  a  severe  blow 
on  the  knee  from  a  falling  stone.  About 
eight  o'clock  the  cavalry  at  Townsencf 
Street  were  withdrawn  to  scatter  a  mob 
on  the  Old  Lodge  Road,  and,  reinforce- 
ments being  at  hand,  the  crowd  on  the 
Shankhill  had  a  clear  passage  to  the 
police  barracks;  and  they  attacked  it 
vigorously.  Hundreds  of  stones  were 
hurled  at  the  windows,  but  the  few 
police  who  were  about  remained  in  shelter, 
and  no  person  was  injured.  Head-con- 
stable Buick  had  assistance  telephoned 
for  from  the  barracks,  and  District-in- 
spector Hurst,  coming  up  with  twenty 
man,  called  out  the  reserves  in  the  bar- 
racks. The  whole  force,  along  with  the 
reinforcement  of  cavalry,  then  charged 
up  the  Shankhill,  the  mob  scattering  in 
all  directions.  The  mob  retreated  to 
Dover  Street,  and  the  original  military 
cordon  returning  from  the  Old  Lodge 
Road,  the  cavalry  force  was  augmented 
to  the  number  of  fifty  troopers.  The 
sight  of  this  imposing  force  of  the  cavalry 
awed  the  crowd,  who  remained  quiet 
for  some  time,  no  police  being  in  sight. 
On  the  Old  Lodge  Road  several  wild 
scenes  took  place,  and  the  police  had  to 
charge  frequently.  At  eight  o'clock  a 
force  of  Rifles  arrived  at  the  barracks  and 
took  up  a  position  in  Brown's  Square,  to' 
which  several  men  who  had  been  arrested 
on  the  Lodge  Road  were  now  conveyed 
under  a  strong  police  escort.  At  ten 
minutes  past  eight  the  City  Commissioner, 
who  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Seddall, 
drove  up  from  North  Street  and  had  a 
consultation  with  the  authorities  on  the 
spot.  The  laxity  of  the  police  had  been 
condemned  so  far,  and  stem  measures,  it 
is  stated,  wiH  be  taken,  if  the  rioting  con- 
tinues.   The  Rifles  were  wheeled  into  the 
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Shankhill  with  fixed  bayonets,  awaiting 
orders.  The  rioting  in  Upper  Townsend 
Street  and  Sherbrook  Street  now  became 
fierce,  and  a  terrible  attack  was  made  on 
the  police  who  had  been  up  the  Old  Lodge 
Road.  A  number  of  constables  had  to  run 
for  all  they  were  worth  down  Sherbrook 
Street.  Several  constables  were  injured, 
but  repeated  charges  by  the  horsemen 
scattered  the  rioters,  though  only  for  a  few 
minutes.  Quiet  was  no  sooner  compara- 
tively restored  on  the  Shankhill  than 
terrible  rioting  broke  out  on  the  Lodge 
Road.  A  crowd  in  Stanhope  Street  stoned 
the  Nationalist  party  vigorously,  and  about 
20  police  got  sandwiched  between  them 
and  received  severe  treatment.  Pavers 
were  torn  up  by  the  women,  who  along 
with  the  men  on  both  sides  hurled  them 
to  such  an  extent  that  for  ten  minutes  the 
air  was  black  with  missiles.  The  police, 
shut  in  between  both  parties,  were  badly 
injured,  and  they  were  powerless  to  either 
charge  or  escape.  They  tried  to  make  their 
"way  into  Arnon  Street  by  a  side  thorough- 
fare, but  were  repulsed  by  the  crowds  who 
ran  after  them.  Scarcely  a  window  in 
Stanhope  Street  escaped,  and  many  heads 
were  cracked  by  the  showers  of  stones. 
Matters  were  so  serious  that  a  company 
of  the  Rifles  were  sent  for  and  advancing 
up  Lime  Street  wheeled  into  the  Lodge 
Road  and  charged  the  Protestant  mob  with 
fixed  bayonets  several  hundred  yards. 
On  the  way  back  to  their  starting  place 
the  crowd  stoned  the  police  with  renewed 
vigour.  Sergeant  M'Manus,  of  Glenrave 
Street, was  cutoff,  and  several  women  went 
up  to  within  a  few  yards  of  them  and  hurled 
pavers  at  them.  The  Rifles  then  charged 
the  Catholic  crowd  in  Stanhope -street, 
and  there  rowdies  pelted  the  military 
vigorously,  but  the  Protestant  mob  left 
them  alone.  The  police  had  disappeared 
for  the  time  being,  but  the  next  thing 
heard  was  the  bugle  of  a  detachment  of 
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Dragoons,  which  rang  out  the  charge,  and 
instantly  the  red-coats  came  in  sight,  and 
galloped  down  the  Old  Lodge  Road,  the 
crowd  retired  into  the  side  streets. 
Additional  Rifles  were  now  despatched 
to  the  scene,  and  charge  after  charge 
was  made  in  the  side  streets.  The 
Riot  Act  by  this  time  had  been  read, 
and  matters  were  assuming  a  very  serious 
aspect.  The  police  were  chased  from 
Stanhope  Street,  and  when  again  rein- 
forced by  the  infantry  made  a  charge, 
and  one  arrest  was  made,  the  prisoner 
being  removed  to  Brown's  Square  by 
ten  constables,  under  Mr.  M'Ardle,  D.  I. 
At  nine  o'clock  a  detachment  of  Rifles 
marched  into  Brown's  Square,  and  orders 
having  been  given,  they  loaded  their 
rifles,  and  faced  up  the  Shankhill,  pre- 
pared for  any  eventualities.  Immediately 
afterwards  Constable  Norton,  one  of  the 
wounded  policemen  in  Stanhope  Street, 
was  assisted  into  the  barracks  with  a 
badly  injured  leg  and  arm.  He  almost 
fainted  on  the  way  to  the  barracks,  and 
once  he  got  inside  his  injuries  were 
attended  to.  It  subsequently  transpired 
that  the  reading  of  the  Riot  Act  took 
place  near  Agnes  Street,  where  a  crowd 
of  some  14,000  people  had  assembled, 
and  so  threatening  was  their  attitude 
that  Major  Gregg  read  the  Act.  O'Neill's 
premises,  already  referred  to,  were  badly 
wrecked  by  another  mob  earlier  in  the 
evening,  and  before  the  Rifles  charged 
with  their  bayonets.  At  9.30  matters 
looked  a  little  easier ;  but  the  streets  were 
still  guarded  by  soldiers.  The  prisoners 
so  far  are  still  detained  in  Brown's 
Square  Barracks,  and  will  not  be  taken  to 
the  Central  Station  till  the  trouble  subsides. 
At  9.30  the  Shankhill  Road  presented 
a  scene  such  as  even  at  its  worst  experi- 
ences has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  eclipsed 
Cordons  of  police  and  infantry,  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  dragoons  cut  off  access  at 
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every  available  point,  while  detachments  1  Belfast,  Catholic  or  Protestant,  Methodist 
of  cavalry  were  constantly  moving  up  and 


down  the  thoroughfare,  keeping  the 
crowds  in  motion.  There  seemed  to  be 
riot  in  the  very  air,  and  from  the  most 
unexpected  quarters  showers  of  stones  and 
other  missiles  were  being  every  moment 
hurled  wherever  a  police  constable  chanced 
to  put  in  an  appearance.  To  crown  all, 
and  add  to  the  confusion,  dense  volumes 
of  smoke  intensified  the  growing  darkness. 
Some  dozens  of  chimneys  had  been  pur- 
posely set  on  fire,  showers  of  burnt  paper 
making  it  only  too  clear  that  the  simul- 
taneous outbreaks  were  no  mere  coinci. 
dence.  Now,  I  ask  again,  is  that  a  con- 
dition of  things  that  ought  to  be  tolerated 
in  a  civilised  country  and  after  full  warn- 
ing t  This  kind  of  thing  went  on  for 
several  hours,  and  I  have  heard  a  rumour 
about  an  hour  or  two  ago  that  a  military 
officer  who  was  struck  has  since  died. 
Now,  I  say  that  in  view  of  what  occurred 
in  the  House  last  week,  and  of  the  con- 
stant repetition  of  these  scandalous  scenes, 
and  of  the  well-known  fact,  particularly  in 
the  present  instance,  that  these  riots 
were  organised  and  meetings  held  for 
weeks  previously  for  the  avowed  intention 
of  getting  up  these  riots,  it  is  a  disgrace 
and  scandal  that  the  Irish  Government 
are  not  better  able  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  city.  The  Shankhill  Road  and  the 
Old  Lodge  Road  have  been  turned  into  a 
veritable  pandemonium.  What  I  specially 
complain  of  is  that  the  police  were  again 
and  again  hunted  down  and  driven  into 
the  fight  before  the  military  came  to  their 
aid.  This  is  a  monstrous  and  outrageous 
thing,  and  is  calculated  to  inflame  and 
encourage  the  riotous  spirit  which  has  so 
often  disgraced  Belfast.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  misunderstood.  I  have  not,  on  this  or 
on  a  previous  occasion,  come  before  the 
House  appealing  for  protection  for  the 
Catholics  of  Belfast.  They  are  well  able 
fc>  protect  themselves,  but  every  citizen  of 


or  Presbyterian,  is  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law.  I  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
if  he  has  any  further  information,  and  in 
particular  whether  it  is  true  that  the 
military  officer  who  was  struck  has  since 
died. 


The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  have  no  information  to  the 
effect  that  the  military  officer  in  question 
has  since  died.  With  regard  to  the 
general  question,  the  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  under  the  extraordinary 
delusion  that  the  police  are  to  be 
expected  not  merely  to  suppress  riots, 
but  also  attempts  at  riots.  You 
might  just  as  well  expect  the  police  not 
merely  to  check  crime,  but  even  to  pre- 
vent crime  from  the  outset.  Such  a 
claim  is  perfectly  absurd,  and  the  hon. 
Member  must  know  it  to  be  so. 


Mr.  DILLON :  Not  at  all. 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  All  the  pre- 
cautions which  could  be  taken  were 
taken,  and  it  is  impossible  in  a  city  like 
Belfast  absolutely  to  prevent  any  attempt 
at  rioting.  When  rioting  breaks  out,  all 
that  the  authorities  and  the  police  can  do 
is  to  take  adequate  measures  to  suj 
it,  and  in  this  case  such  measures 
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taken.  Considering  the  extreme  tension 
prevailing  in  such  a  place  as  Belfast,  I 
have  heard  that  all  the  authorities, 
the  military  as  well  as  the  police,  did 
their  duty  in  an  admirable  way,  and  pre- 
vented what  might  have  been  a  very 
serious  riot,  resulting  in  serious  loss  of 
life.  The  responsibility  for  these  distur- 
bances rests  with  those  who  got  up  the 
processions  last  year,  and  this  year,  know- 
ing perfectly  well  what  the  result  would 
be  on  the  peace  of  this  city.  As  to  the 
occurrences  of  last  evening,  I  say  that  as 
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far  as  I  am  aware  no  rioting  has  taken 
place.  A  telegram  sent  by  the  Commis- 
sioner at  8.30  says : 

"  City  remains  in  its  normal  state ;  I  will 

wire  at  10  p.m." 


At  10  o'clock  a  telegram  was  received 
stating : — 

"  City  continues  quiet  and,  as  far  ae  I  can 
judge,  no  danger  of  rioting  to-night" 


Adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  1th  June  1899. 
PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

CITY  AND  BRIXTON  RAILWAY  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

GODALMING  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

As  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Tuesday  next. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

As  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Tuesday  next. 

LONDON  IMPROVEMENTS  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered ;  to  l>e  read  the 
third  time. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read  the 
third  time. 

BRIGHTON  MARINE  PALACE  AND  PIER 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

FURNESS  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PAISLEY  AND  BARRHEAD  DISTRICT 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 
STANDING  ORDERS. 


EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour ; — From  Burton-on- 
Trent ; — and,    Wolverhampton  ;    to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petitions  in  favour ;— From  Burton-on- 
Trent  ;  and,  Wolverhampton  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Row,  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ;—  From  Dysart  Col- 
liery ; — and,  Dannikier  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PARISH  CHURCHES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  OFFICERS'  SUPERANNUA- 
TION (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ; — From  Angus  ; — 
and,  Stirling  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE   LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Airdrie,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 
Petition  of  the  Mining  Association  of 
Great  Britain,  against;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 


Petitions  in  favour ; — From  Sheffield ; 
-  London  ;  —  Bolton  ;  —  Barnsley  ;  — 
Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Standing  j  Pendleton  ;— and,  Ashton  -  under -Lyne  ; 
Order  No.  91  as  fixes  five  as  the  quorum  ,  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


of  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders  be  read,  and  suspended. 

Ordered,  That,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  Session,  three  be  the  quorum  of  the 
Committee.— (Mr.  John  Ellis.) 


PETITIONS. 


BOROUGH  FUNDS  ACT,  1872. 
Petition  from  Mytholmroyd,  for  altera- 
tion of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  LXXII.        [Fourth  Series.] 


TELEGRAPHS  (TELEPHONIC  COM- 
MUNICATION, &C.)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Bristol,  against;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TELEGRAPHS  (TELEPHONIC  COM- 
MUNICATION, &c.)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Todmordcn,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Airdrie,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 
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EAST  INDIA  (PROGRESS  AND  CON- 
DITION). 

Paper  [presented  6th  June]  to  be 
printed.    [No.  211.] 


NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY. 

Copy  presented,  —  of  Forty-second 
Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery  (1899)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 
Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  30th  May,  1899,  declaring  that 
Jamos  Muspratt,  Auxiliary  Postman, 
London,  Post  Office  Department,  was 
appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  Certi- 
ficate through  inadvertence  on  the  part 
of  the  Head  of  his  Department  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  WORSHIP  REGULATION  AND 
CHURCH  DISCIPLINE. 

Return  presented,  —  relative  thereto 
[ordered  23rd  February ;  Mr.  Sydney 
Gedge]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  212.] 


SERVICE  FRANCHISE  BILL. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1 : — 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouth,  N.)  : 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  standing  in 
my  name  is  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
Bill.  At  present  no  person  is  eligible 
for  the  service  franchise  if  the  person 
under  whom  he  serves  inhabits  the 
qualifying  premises,  and  in  consequence 
shop   assistants   who   reside  in  their 


master's  house  are  disqualified  if  the 
master  also  lives  in  the  same  house,  but 
not  if  he  lives  away.  Another  anomaly 
of  the  present  law  is  that  by  converting 
his  business  into  a  limited  company  the 
master  enables  his  assistants  to  qualify,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  he  inhabits  the  same 
premises.  The  proposed  Amendment 
would  cure  this  defect.  It  would  also  get 
rid  of  the  uncertainty  which  now  exists 
as  to  whether  the  sergeant  or  other  officer 
of  the  police  who  lives  in  the  police 
barracks  is  a  person  under  whom  the 
police  serve  in  such  a  sense  as  to  dis- 
qualify. This  is  a  point  which  has  not 
yet  been  decided  by  the  courts,  and  it  is 
quite  conceivable  that  it  might  be  decided 
in  such  a  way  as  to  practically  lead  to  the 
disqualification  of  all  the  police.  I  beg 
to  move  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  1  employment,'  to  the  word  'he,'  in 
line  8."-  (Mr.  McKenna.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause. 

Sir  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Camber- 
well,  East  Dulwich) :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  seem  to  recognise  that  this  Bill 
is  to  clear  away  certain  difficulties  which 
have  arisen  owing  to  the  decision  of  the 
judges  in  regard  to  the  service  fran- 
chise. The  hon.  Member  is  perfectly 
right  when  he  says  that  if  a  master  lives 
in  a  particular  house  the  men-servants 
are  not  entitled  to  vote.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  leave  out  the  words  mentioned  in 
this  Amendment  unless  you  further  ex- 
tend the  franchise,  and  therefore  I  am 
unable  to  accept  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  40; 
noes,  58.    (Division  List,  No.  175.) 


Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bond,  Edward 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys.) 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fardel  1,  Sir  T.  Ge«>rKe 
Finlay,  Sir  Rol  trt  Bunnatyne 
Firhank,  Joseph  Thomas 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrese- 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Filkestone,  Viscount 


AYES. 

Gedge,  Sydney 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 

Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Helder,  Augustus 
Kenyon,  James 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lee*,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 


Mount,  William  George 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Welby,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
TELLERS    FOR  THE  AVIS — 

Sir  Blundell  Maple  and  Mr. 
Harry  SanmeL 
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Allan,  William  (Gate-head)  1 

Allen, W.  ( N  ewe.  -  under  1  .vine ) 

Bean  inont.  Went  worth  C.  B. 

Bill  son,  Alfred 

Broad  hurst,  Henry 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Bart,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Sir  Charles  (Glasg.) 

Colville,  John 

Davitt,  Michael 

DUke,  Rt  Hob.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Dooean,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 

Ellis,  John  Edward 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fen  wick,  Charles 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Charles 

Gordon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 


NOES. 

Harwoorl.  (icor'.'c 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
HotlJerwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hollaud,  W.  II.  (\  ork,  VV.  R.) 
Jauoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Lawson,Sir  Wilfrid(CumbTd) 
Lene,  Sir  John 
Lyefl,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Maddison,  Fred 
Montagu,  Sir  S.(Whitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Money,  Charles  (Breconsbire) 
Morris,  Samuel 
Norton,  CapU  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 


K"  harden.  .1  fPurliam.S.E.) 

Ku  t.ett.  J.  C*  f  ton 

Roberts,  John  Li.  iDeiihigb>.) 
Rob&on,  William  Stiowdon 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas,  (Hawick  B.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(Notts. ) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.  R ) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 

Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 

Mr.    M'Kenna   and  Mr. 

Lloyd-George. 


Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

After  the  announcement  of  the  figures, 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont)  presented  himself  at  the  Table, 
and,  addre  ssing  the  Chairman,  said :  I 
was  in  the  Aye  Lobby,  and  the  tellers 
left  the  door  before  I  was  counted. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber ought  to  have  stated  that  before  the 
numbers  were  announced. 

Mr.  McKENNA :  There  will  be  a 
further  opportunity  of  moving  Amend- 
ments, and,  as  undoubtedly  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  are  not  here  in  their 
natural  strength,  I  do  not  propose  to 
move  any  further  Amendments  of  mine. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  propose  to  follow  the 
same  course.  The  Amendments  which 
have  been  carried  extend  the  Bill,  and 
an  alteration  of  its  whole  framework  will 
be  necessary. 

Clauses  2  and  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered upon  Wednesday  next. 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

*The  CHAIRMAN :  The  three  new 
clauses  standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 


Member  for  Stockport  are  out  of  order. 
They  are  drawn  in  such  a  way  that  they 
could  not  be  accepted  as  Amendments  to 
this  Bill.  They  are  in  effect  Amendments 
of  the  Factory  Acts. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Stock- 
port) :  I  respectfully  submit  that  th 
second  of  my  proposed  clauses  does  not  in 
any  way  deal  with  the  Factory  Acta, 
although  I  admit  frankly  that  the  third 
one  does.  The  second  clause  merely 
exempts  from  this  Act  a  certain  trade, 
but  if  the  Chairman  rules  that  I  am  out 
of  order  I  shall  be  out  of  court. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  On  a  point  of  order,  I  wish  to 
know  whether  it  would  be  possible  for  me 
to  extend  the  exception  to  persons  en- 
gaged in  agriculture. 

♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  exception  of 
pereons  employed  in  agriculture  has 
already  been  inserted  in  the  Bill.  I  have 
given  the  best  consideration  I  can  to  the 
matter,  and  'I  think  the  hon.  Member's 
clause  as  drawn  is  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  line,  and  therefore  I  cannot  accept  it. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  I  am 
sorry  I  have  gone  over  the  line ;  but  I 
think,  after  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  will  with- 
draw both  clauses,  and  submit  them  in  a 
different  form  on  the  Report  stage. 
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INTOXICATING    LIQUORS  (SUNDAY 
CLOSING)  BILL. 

(Second  Reading.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  TRITTON  (Lambeth,  Norwood)  : 
I  have  been  called  upon  most  unex- 
pectedly to  move  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  which  I  confess  I  thought  I 
would  have  very  little  chance  of  com- 
mending to  the  House  of  Commons  this 
afternoon.  The  Bill  which  has  been  com- 
mitted to  my  charge  has  been  drawn  after 
a  long  and  careful  consideration  by  the 
Church  of  England  Temperance  Society. 
I  venture  to  say  no  subject  at  the  present 
moment  exercises  more  the  minds  of  a 
large  number  of  earnest  men  and  women 
in  this  country  than  the  question  of  some 
restriction  of  the  hours  during  which 
public-houses  are  open  in  England.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  said  in  1K94  that  Sunday 
closing  was  — 

"  a  question  which  had  probably  excited  more 
interest  ami  had  hrought  to  its  support  more 
influence  than  anv  other,  unless  it  be  the  re- 
duction of  puhlic-houses." 

In  1897  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Home  Secretary,  speaking  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  said : 

"  There  is  a  great  amount  of  popular  feeling 
on  the  side  of  Sunday  closing.  .  .  .  This 
object  is  dear  to  the  hearts  of  earnest  men, 
who  l*lieve  that  by  total  prohibition  on  Sun- 
day they  may  not  only  improve  the  keeping  of 
Sunday  in  England,  hut  may  at  the  same  time 
remove  many  of  those  extra  causes  of  intem- 
perance which  may  be  supposed  to  occur  in  an 
interval  of  leisure  such  as  Sunday  should  be." 

The  Bill  which  I  have  the  honour  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House  of  Commons  is  not  a 
Sunday  Closing  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  to  re- 
strict the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on 
Sunday.    The  first  clause  says : 

"  Subject  to  any  order  made  under  this  Act, 
all  premises  in  which  intoxicating  liquor  is 
sold  by  retail  shall  Ikj  closed  during  the  whole 
of  Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  and  Good  Friday." 

The  second  clause  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  licensing  authority  for  the  time  l>eing 
empowered  by  law  to  giant  licences  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  may  make  au  order 
permitting  licensed  premises  in  their  licensing 
district,  or  in  any  part  thereof,  to  be  specified 
in  the  order,  to  he  open  on  Sunday,  Christmas 
Day,  or  Good  Friday,  during  such  time  or 
times  as  they  may  by  the  order  prescribe,  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  ttro  hours  on  any  such 
day,  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  for  con- 
sumption oft'  the  premises  only,  and  may  make 
an  order  varying  or  revoking  any  previous 
order." 


i  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  total  Sunday 
closing  myself.    It  is  desirable  we  should 
proceed  gradually,  and  I  believe  this  Bill 
is  one  which  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  many  who,  though  interested  in  the 
temperance  question,  do  not  see  their  way 
to  advocate  Sunday  closing,  and  I  hope 
we   shall   secure   their  votes   for  this 
measure.    The  subject  is  one  to  which  I 
have  devoted  myself  for  many  years,  and 
in  which  I  take  the  very  greatest  interest 
I  urge  this  Bill  on  the  House,  firstly,  on 
behalf    of    the    publicans  themselves; 
secondly,  on  behalf  of  large  numbers  of 
public-house  employees  throughout  the 
land  who   do   not   know   the  blessing 
of  a  Sunday's  rest ;  and  thirdly,  because  I 
believe  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
towards  securing  some  check  on  intemper- 
ance, which  is  a  blot  on  our  national  \ 
escutcheon.    I  most  earnestly  appeal  to  ( 
the  Houso  to  let  this  modest  Bill  pass. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  a  j 
large  numl>er,  not  only  of  clergymen  but  , 
of  devoted  men  and  women  throughout  , 
the  country,  who   are   grieved  at  the  i 
terrible  evil  of  intemperance  which  dis- 
graces our  land.  Let  it  go  to  a  Committee 
upstairs.    We  have  not  a  great  deal  of 
work  to  do  this  session,  and  I  appeal  w 
the  Government — I  am  sure  I  shall  not 
appeal   in   vain   to   the  Parliamentary 
Secretary    to    the    Local  Government 
Board,  the  only  occupant  of  the  Treasury 
bench,  as  his  zeal  in  the  cause  is  well 
known — but  I  appeal  to  the  Government 
to  let  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed  into  law.    I  venture  to  think  that 

\  in  days  to  come,  when  other  Members 
occupy  these  benches,  it  will  lie  said  with 
great  credit  to  this  Conservative  and 
Unionist  Government  that  it  used  the 
great  majority  the  country  gave  it  to 
pass  into  law  a  measure  which  cannot 
fail  to  be  the  greatest  possible  blessing 
not  only  in  the  present  day  but  for  all 
generations. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed— 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time. ' 
—{Mr.  Tritton.) 

Mr.  COLVILLE  (Lanarkshire,  N.E.): 
I  rise  to  support  very  cordially  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  Arguments  are  not 
needed,  and  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  for 
the  last  forty-five  years  we  have  enjoyed 
in  Scotland  the  blessing  of  Sunday  clos- 
ing, and  it  has  been  universally  admitted 
that  it  has  acted  not  only  in  the  interests 

Digitized  by  VjU\JV  ItT 


{7  June  1899}  Cloning)  BUI.  54G 


545        Intosfcaiintf  Liquors 

of  the  publicans  and  all  engaged  in  the  1 
trade,  but  has  been  an  unmixed  blessing  j 
to  all  classes  of  the  community. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  I  rise  for 
an  opposite  purpose  to  that  stated  by  the 
hon.  Member.  I  wish  to  place  before  the 
House  the  peculiar  position  in  which  it  is 
now  placed.  We  have  a  Bill  before  us  j 
which  has  been  unexpectedly  brought 
under  our  notice.  I  do  not,  of  course, 
blame  my  hon.  friend  in  any  shape  or 
form.  He  has  followed  a  perfectly  straight- 
forward course,  as  everyone  who  knows 
him  would  expect.  But  we  now  find 
ourselves  called  on  to  deal  with  a 
measure  of  extreme  importance,  and  one 
on  which  great  public  feeling  has  always 
been  exhibited  as  long  as  I  can  recollect, 
and  the  Treasury  bench  is  empty  with 
the  exception  of  one  occupant.  Has  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  any  mandate  from  his 
colleagues  to  convey  their  views  on  this 
subject  to  the  House  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
None  at  all.  I  am  on  the  Treasury 
bench  because  matters  affecting  the 
Local  Government  Board  appear  on  the 
Order  Paper,  and  I  have  no  intention  of 
dealing  with  other  matters. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  Quite  so. 
My  hon.  friend  bears  out  my  statement. 
He  is  here  to  discharge  his  own  duty  and 
to  attend  to  a  particular  question,  but  he 
is  not  in  a  position  to  speak  for  his  col- 
leagues or  to  afford  the  House  any  guid- 
ance as  to  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  on  a  subject  of  such  import- 
ance as  that  now  before  us.  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  my  hon.  friend  has  now  been  relieved 
from  his  solitary  position,  and  that  he  has 
been  joined  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. I  would  ask  my  right  hon.  friend 
if  he  has  come  to  state  the  views  of  the 
Government  to  the  House,  and  if  he  can 
assure  us  that  this  matter  has  been  fully 
considered  by  the  Cabinet,  or  if  he 
can  present  the  views  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 
We  are  all  of  us  approaching  this  subject 
under  very  peculiar  conditions.  A  Royal 
Commission  appointed  by  this  Govern- 
ment is,  I  believe,  at  this  very  moment 
charged  with  the  consideration  of  this 
subject,  although  I  feel  doubtful  as  to 
how  far  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the 


1  Royal  Commission  is  still  sitting.  I 
j  observe  that  the  Chairman  of  that  Com- 
i  mission  has  publicly  declared  that  the 
Commission  is  dissolved,  and  he  has  stated 
that  in  virtue  of  the  power  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  Commission  he  declared 
it  to  be  dissolved.  How  that  announce- 
ment stands  from  a  legal  point  of  view  I 
!  hesitate  to  express  any  opinion  upon.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  is  absolutely  ■ultra 
vires,  and  consequently  has  no  effect.  But 
even  assuming  that  view  to  be  incorrect, 
and  that  the  Royal  Commission  is  dis- 
charged from  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  it  would  be  very  unfortunate  for 
the  House,  without  any  official  authority 
or  guidance  whatever,  to  attempt  to  deal 
with  so  important  a  subject.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  hours  at  which  intoxicating 
liquors  shall  be  retailed  on  Sundays  is  one 
of  the  most  difficult  problems  which  a 
Royal  Commission  could  undertake.  I 
have  seen  a  draft  of  the  rival  reports  of 
this  Commission,  and  they  reveal  a  very 
extraordinary  conflict  of  opinion,  though 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  exact  official 
announcement  has  yet  been  made  upon 
this  subject.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cockermouth  would  be  in  favour  of 
making  short  work  of  this  question, 
not  only  on  Sundays,  but  upon  any 
other  day,  and  upon  this  subject  I  do 
not  think  that  the  hon.  Member  has  ever 
drawn  any  distinction  between  one  day 
and  another.  According  to  my  hon. 
friend's  view  it  is  a  most  mischievous  and 
injurious  trade,  which  ought  not  to  be 
merely  limited  to  a  certain  number  of 
hours,  but  should,  be  absolutely  extin- 
guished for  ever.  '  That  is  the  view 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermouth 
has  persistently  advocated  for  many 
years.  I  doubt  whether  the  Members  of 
this  House  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
studying  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission which  has  been  appointed,  and  I 
do  not  think  any  Member  or  any  autho- 
ritative  section  of  the  House  would  care 
to  rush  pell-mell  into  a  decision  upon  this 
thorny  subject.  With  reference  to  the 
Bill  itself,  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  I  did 
not  regard  it  as  a  probable  subject  to  be 
considered  to-day,  nor  had  I  regarded  it 
as  a  Bill  which  was  likely  to  be  taken  this 
Session.  Therefore  my  lion,  friend  in  that 
respect  shares  my  surprise.  The  pro- 
moter of  this  Bill  does  not  give  us  a 
memorandum  or  epitome,  as  some  pro- 
motel's  have  done,  and  I  think  he  was 
wise  in  not  doing  that,  became  on  jhe. 
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face  of  it  the  measure  shows  pretty  well 
what  his  intentions  are.  My  hon.  friend 
proposes  that  public-houses  shall  be  closed 
on  Sunday  without  any  recommendation 
from  the  Executive  or  without  any  report 
from  the  Royal  Commission.  Besides 
this,  he  proposes  to  allow  the  licensing 
authority  to  discharge  duties  which  have 
never  been  confided  to  any  licensing 
authority  before.  The  Bill  provides  that 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  a 
Sunday  shall  be  confined  to  two  hours, 
and  only  for  consumption  off  the  premises. 
I  am  not  going  to  find  fault  with  that  on 
its  merits.  There  is  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  in  favour  of  meeting  the 
views  of  a  very  large  number  of  people 
who  have  not  the  luxury  which  a  cellar 
affords,  and  who  are  dependent  upon  the 
nearest  licensed  house  for  the  beer  which 
they  consume  at  their  meals.  Therefore 
I  am  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  my 
hon.  friend  for  having  afforded  greater 
facilities  for  the  consumption  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  off  the  premises.  I  fail  to  see, 
on  the  other  hand,  what  provision  my 
hon.  friend  has  made  for  that  very  inte- 
resting personage  the  bona  fide  traveller. 
He  is  a  person  of  whom  we  have  heard,  a 
great  deal  in  our  time.  He  very  often 
performs  a  very  arduous  journey,  and 
he  is  sometimes  supposed  to  hail  from 
a  place  not  very  far  outside  the  area 
of  his  own  parish.  I  presume 
that  my  hon.  friend  desires  to  guard 
against  the  spurious  traveller,  but  I  think 
the  case  of  the  bona  fide  traveller  is  one 
which  ought  to  be  seriously  regarded  by 
Parliament.  I  represent  myself  a  con- 
stituency where  the  bona  fide  traveller 
looms  very  largely— probably  few  hon. 
Members  are  aware  of  the  great  number 
of  attractions  in  the  district  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent.  Therefore  I 
make  no  apology  to  the  House  for  draw- 
ing attention  to  the  very  grave  incon- 
venience and  the  gross  injustice  which  a 
measure  of  this  kind  would  inflict  upon  a 
vast  number  of  persons  for  whose  con- 
venience and  comfort  Parliament  ought 
to  have  some  regard.  That  being  so,  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  ask  how  he  can 
expect  the  House  of  Commons — practi- 
cally without  notice,  and  in  face  of  the 
circumstances  to  which  I  have  already 
drawn  attention — to  give  a  second  read- 
ing to  a  Bill  dealing  with  so  complicated 
and  controversial  a  subject.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  upon  the  Ser- 
vice Franchise  Bill,  waived  the  right 
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which  he  undoubtedly  possessed  of  press- 
ing the  advantage  he  had  gained.    I  am 
not  going  to  make  this  suggestion  to  my 
hon.  friend,  and  if  he  will  take  my  advice 
he  will  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  he 
has  got ;  but  I  hope  he  will  avail  himself 
of  it  in  true  Parliamentary  fashion  by  not 
attempting  to  gloss  over  the  undoubted 
difficulties  which  surround  this  subject, 
for  it  is  a  very  thorny  and  difficult  ques- 
tion.    I  do  not  think  myself  that  the 
Royal  Commission  would  be  wasting  their 
time  if  they  were  to  listen  to  the  sug- 
gestions which  my  hon.  friend  has  to 
make.    As  far  as  I  can  judge,  I  think  the 
time  of  that  Commission  has  been  very 
largely  wasted,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
the  result  of  its  labours,  whenever  that 
resuft  is  forthcoming,  will  redound  very 
largely  to  the  credit  of  those  concerned. 
I  am  quite  aware  that  a  great  deal  ol 
thas  result  is  due  to  the  system  adopted 
by  the  authorities.    The  plan  of  ap- 
pointing on  a  judicial  inquiry  a  certain 
number  of  bigoted  partisans  on  either 
side,  and  then  bringing  an  equivalent 
number  of  persons  supposed  to  have  a 
well-balanced  mind,  is  pernicious  to  a  de- 
gree.   I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
a  large  number  of  the  members  01  the 
Royal  Commission,  though  they  are  very 
valuable  as  witnesses,  are  in  the  wrong 
place. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  will  not  be  in  order  in  dis- 
cussing the  way  in  which  the  Commission 
is  composed,  or  the  manner  the  matter 
was  conducted  before  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, before  it  has  reported. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  I  am  glad 
that  I  am  relieved  from  the  difficult}'  of 
tryingto  give  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
before  the  Commissioners.  As  you  very 
properly  pointed  out,  the  least  said  about 
them  the  better.  I  gather  that  I  have 
the  assent  of  my  hon.  friend  to  this ;  he  re- 
cognises the  desirability  and  the  necessity 
of  expounding  a  scheme,  which  so  far  has 
never  been  done  before.  My  hon.  friend 
has  studied  this  question  in  all  its  bear- 
ings for  a  great  many  years,  but  he  has 
never  identified  himself  with  the  extreme 
views  held  by  some  upon  this  subject. 
There  has  been  a  marked  distinction 
between  the  moderate  spirit  which  has 
actuated  my  hon.  friend  and  those  which 
have  been  advocated  by  some  who  hold 
more  extreme  views,  who  call  his  Bill 


549      Intoxicating  Liquors        {7  June 

half-hearted,  and  look  upon  him  as  a  turn- 
coat. But  they  are  wrong  in  doing  so, 
because  he  has  disassociated  himself  from 
the  more  extreme  views,  and  he  never 
has  associated  himself  with  the  extremists 
who  desire  to  annihilate  such  a  large 
industry.  As  to  the  further  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  I  hoped  that  my  hon.  friend 
would  have  relieved  me  from  the  neces- 
sity of  endeavouring  to  expound  them. 
I  think  it  is  usual  for  those  urging  the 
acceptance  of  a  Bill  upon  the  House  to 
discharge  that  duty.  My  hon.  friend 
proposes  to  adopt  for  his  purpose  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Licensing  Acts ;  and,  sup- 
posing that  it  is  right  for  us  to  deal  with 
the  matter  at  all,  that  is  a  very  reasonable 
course  to  be  pursued.  Therefore  I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  by  going  through 
the  subsidiary  clauses  of  the  Bill.  The 
fact  remains  that  the  House  would  be 
adopting  an  absolutely  unprecedented 
course  in  reading  a  Bill  of  this  kind  a 
second  time  on  this  occasion ;  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  such  great  interests ;  a  scheme 
for  shutting  up  every  refreshment  house 
in  the  country,  so  far  as  consumption  on 
the  premises  is  concerned,  without  so  far 
as  I  can  see  any  provision  whatever  for 
recognising  hotels,  although  it  may  per- 
haps appear  by  reference  to  some  existing 
Act.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  my  hon.  friend 
would  shut  up,  so  far  as  the  bona  fide 
travelling  public  are  concerned,  every  hotel 
and  licensed  house  in  the  country.  As 
regards  hotels,  there  is  a  very  great  dis- 
tinction between  the  refreshment  houses 
used  by  the  wealthy  and  those  used  by 
the  poor,  and  I  have  always  contended 
that  legislation  of  this  kind  is  for  the 
most  part  essentially  class  legislation.  My 
friend  has  absolved  himself  from  that  ex- 
treme reform,  but  I  cannot  see  that  he  con- 
templates any  preferential  treatment  as 
regards  hotels.  The  law  distinctly  re- 
cognises such  a  distinction  being  made, 
and  possibly  by  some  reference  there  may 
be  some  Act  embodied  in  this  Bill  which 
will  carry  out  this  idea.  So  far  as  the 
Bill  itself  is  concerned  it  appears  upon 
the  face  of  it  that  it  would  oe  a  very 
crude  measure,  not  accompanied  by  any  of 
those  necessary  safeguards  either  to  the 
trade  concerned  or  to  the  community  at 
large,  of  which  hitherto  the  promoters  of  all 
measures  of  this  kind  have  availed  them- 
selves. The  House  would  be  well  advised 
to  decline  to  deal  with  this  matter  at  all. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  do  not  wish  to 
put  my  hon,  friend  in  a  position  of  diffi- 
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culty  by  moving  that  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  six  months  hence,  which 
would  be  the  natural  conclusion  of  my 
remarks.  I  would  much  rather  leave  it  to 
my  hon.  friend  to  reconsider  his  position 
under  the  circumstances,  in  order  that 
he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  withdraw- 
ing the  measure. 

Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract) :  We  all 
recognise,  I  think — no  matter  what  our 
views  may  be  upon  the  temperance  ques- 
tion, whether  we  are  in  favour  of  any 
particular  measure  or  not — the  necessity 
of  some  reform.  We  all  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  real  temperance  of  this  country, 
and  any  such  measure  must  have  the 
support  of  this  House  ;  but  there  is 
always  the  danger  that  upon  such  a  ques- 
tion as  this  we  may  legislate  before 
the  time  is  ripe  for  such  legislation.  I  do 
not  think  any  Bill  which  is  brought 
before  this  House  can  be  successful 
unless  it  has  the  full  authority  of 
the  people  behind  it,  and  that  being 
so  I  now  propose  to  devote  my  attention 
to  the  second  clause  of  the  Bill.  If 
I  understand  this  Bill  correctly,  the 
second  clause  proposes  the  partial  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sunday.  It  proposes 
that  they  may  open  for  two  hours  every 
Sunday  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  licensing 
authority  it  is  expedient ;  but  what  I 
suggest  is  that  the  licensing  authority, 
as  at  present  constituted,  is  not  in 
touch  with  the  feeling  of  the  people 
in  the  locality  on  that  question.  I  do 
not  see  how  any  Member  of  this  House 
can  know  whether  a  public-house  in  a 
particular  district  should  be  open  for  a 
particular  time  only.  It  is  impossible 
to  legislate  in  advance  of  local  public 
opinion  in  such  a  matter  as  this;  and 
unless  you  have  the  people  with  you, 
the  police  with  you,  and  the  magis- 
trates with  you,  it  is  useless  decree- 
ing that  all  public-houses  shall  be 
closed  on  Sunday.  I  would  much  rather 
place  this  question  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  themselves,  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  use  public-houses,  and  who 
have  every  right  to  use  them  in  a  fair  and 
proper  manner.  We  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  profess  to  trust  the  people,  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  give  them  full 
power  over  this  as  over  other  matters.  I 
think,  myself,  that  if  the  people  had  a 
right  to  control  the  public-houses  thero 
would  be  better  beer  and  better  whisky 
and  a  larger  measure  of  temperance.  It 
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seems  to  me  that  the  motion  which  I 
hope  to  move  is  essentially  a  popular  one, 
and  drafted  on  popular  lines,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  move,  "  That  no  Bill  to 
restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on 
Sunday  would  be  satisfactory  unless  it 
embodies  the  principle  of  local  option." 
That  will  satisfy  even  the  aspirations  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth.  He  can  have  no  logical  objection 
to  local  option  on  Sundays,  if  he  advocates 
it  for  the  rest  of  the  week.  Then 
there  is  the  fact  that  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion has  not  yet  reported,  and  I  would 
also  point  out  that  this  Bill  is  exciting  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  the  country, 
and  that  it  comes  here  most  un- 
unexpectedly  on  a  Wednesday  after- 
noon, on  the  eve  of  the  report  of  the 
Royal  Commission.  Till  we  have  that 
report  I  do  think  it  would  be  better  not 
to  proceed  with  this  Bill  in  its  present 
form,  but  to  put  the  whole  question  into 
the  hands  of  the  people.  With  that 
remark  I  beg  to  move  my  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
'no  Bill  to  restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  on  Sunday  is  satisfactory  unless  it 
embodies  the  principle  of  local  option."' — 
{Mr.  Nustey. ) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  question." 

Mr.  WARNER  (Stafford,  Lichfield): 
I  beg  to  second  the  Amendment,  although 
it  does  not  exactly  express  my  views  on 
this  Bill.  Although  1  am  in  favour  of 
temperance,  and  of  every  sort  of  legisla- 
tion that  can  really  conduce  to  temper- 
ance, I  must  say  there  are  restrictions  in 
this  Bill  which  would  work  very  seriously 
against  the  comfort  of  the  working  classes 
of  this  country.  The  point  I  object  to 
most  is  that  those  depraved  beings  like 
myself  who  like  a  glass  of  beer,  and  who 
have  not  the  opportunity  of  storing  it, 
cannot  get  their  beer  on  Sunday  unless 
the  licensing  authority  gives  chem  leave. 
The  licensing  authorities  vary  in  different 
places.  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  "  great 
unpaid  "  as  being  proper  judges  of  when 
working  men  who  like  their  beer  should 
get  it.  I  daresay  they  are  very  good 
judges  of  how  much  is  good  for  the  work- 
ing men,  but  at  the  same  time  a  little 
must  be  left  to  the  feeling  of  those  who 
want  to  drink  beer.    We  ought  to  allow 
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these  to  have  some  control  over  the  hours 
Of  Sunday  closing.  I  do  not  think  any 
Bill  will  be  satisfactory  which  goes  to- 
such  an  extent  against  the  feelings  of  the 
working  men,  because  in  most  places  it 
would  annoy  them  by  cutting  off  their 
dinner  beer  and  supper  beer  on  Sundays.  I 
quite  recognise  that  something  must  be 
done  towards  preventing  a  great  many 
public-houses  becoming  drinking  shops  on 
Sunday.  I  do  not  say  in  all  cases,  but  in 
certain  cases,  they  do  a  considerable 
amount  of  harm,  which  by  legislation 
might  be  controlled.  The  first  necessity, 
however,  is  to  get  the  people  to  back  up 
the  proposed  legislation.  In  America, 
where  much  temperance  legislation  had 
been  passed  of  which  the  people  did  not 
thoroughly  approve,  the  result  was  that 
the  law  was  broken  to  an  enormous 
extent.  I  think  that  any  Bill  that  deals 
with  this  subject  at  all  ought  to  $o 
into  the  question  of  preventing  chil- 
dren going  into  public  -  houses.  It 
may  be  said  that  that  question  is 
outside  Sunday  closing ;  but  I  believe  it  is 
of  even  greater  importance  than  Sunday 
closing,  that  the  country  is  ready  for  such 
a  measure,  and  that  the  people  would 
support  it  to  their  utmost.  We  are  on 
the  verge  of  getting  a  report,  or  several 
reports,  from  the  Royal  Commission  which 
has  been  considering  the  licensing  ques- 
tion for  three  years.  It  is  said  these 
reports  will  be  issued  next  week,  and 
therefore  I  think  to-day  is  about  the  most 
inopportune  of  the  whole  year  when  such 
a  measure  as  this  could  have  been  brought 
forward.  When  the  reports  of  the  Royal 
Commission  are  fully  considered,  we 
should  get  a  better  Bill,  that  would  he 
approved  of  not  only  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission itself,  but  by  the  large  majority 
of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  and  one 
very  much  more  satisfactory  than  any 
mere  Bill  for  Sunday  closing  or  local 
option.  I  think  in  the  near  future  the 
Unionist  Government  will  l>c  obliged  to 
deal  with  temperance  legislation,  so  as  to 
reduce  intemperance,  and  do  some  good 
without  annoying  and  irritating  a  large 
portion  of  our  labouring  population.  I 
dissociate  myself  entirely  from  those 
who  are  opposed  to  temperance  legisla- 
tion, and  I  would  not  for  one  moment,  if 
I  thought  any  good  could  come  from  it, 
and  that  drunkenness  would  really  be 
stopped  by  it,  have  voted  against  this 
Bill.  I  think  that  the  Amendment  is  a 
very  wise  one,  and  that  the  people  of  the 
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district  should  have  somo  power  to  say 
whether  there  should  be  Sunday  closing 
or  not.  The  licensing  authorities  are  not 
sufficiently  in  touch  with  the  people  to 
justify  their  being  entrusted  with  un- 
limited power. 

♦Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Walsall): 
There  is  one  reason  why  we  should  not  read 
this  Kill  a  second  time.  If  it  Woraes 
law  it  will  not  affect  any  of  us  in 
this  House.  We  shall  l>e  interfering 
with  the  comforts  and  necessities  of  a  large 
body  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  in  the 
happy  consciousness  that  we  ourselves  shall 
not  be  interfered  with  at  all.  That  is 
beyond  all  contradiction.  No  one  in  this 
House  is  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
public-houses  on  Sunday  to  have  his 
refreshment,  and  to  meet  and  have  social 
intercourse  with  his  mates.  He  has  his 
own  house,  his  own  wine  and  l>eer  cellar, 
and  if  the  Bill  becomes  law  his  freedom 
will  not  be  interfered  with  in  any  way. 
There  are  many  reasons  against  the  Bill 
becoming  law.  This  is  not  the  first  time  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  oppose  similar 
legislation  ;.but  I  always  do  it  with  regret, 
for  I  desire  the  object  aimed  at  as  heartily 
as  the  promoters  of  such  legislation  do. 
I  can  even  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  if  I 
really  believed  that  this  Bill  would  con- 
siderably diminish  drunkenness  I  should 
be  very  much  disposed  to  vote  for  it. 
But  I  do  not  believe  that  it  would  have 
that  effect.  I  think  what  is  proposed  is 
illogical.  This  Bill  deals  generally  with 
what  are  called  intoxicating  liquors.  It 
treats  all  liquors  alike — the  fiery  spirits, 
the  strong  adulterated  gin,  the  innocent 
claret,  and  the  refreshing  beer,  or  oven 
choice  cider,  so  cordially  and  so  strongly 
recommended  to  us  by  one  hon.  Member 
of  this  House.  It  makes  no  distinction 
between  them  all ;  no  matter  how  in- 
finitesimal the  proportion  of  alcohol  in 
them,  they  are  at  once  called  intoxicating 
liquors.  I  can  understand  the  logical 
position  of  those,  like  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Cockermouth,  who  con- 
sider it  exceedingly  wrong  to  drink  any 
liquor  at  all  

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  I  rise  to  order.  I 
never  made  any  such  statement. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE:  Of  course  I 
withdraw  the  statement  on  the  assurance  of 
the  hon.  Baronet;  but  from  the  public 


action  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  notwithstanding 
!  the  very  good  tempered  and  vivacious  way 

he  has  of  airing  his  views,  I  certainly  got 
.  the  impression  that  he  thought  all 
'  alcoholic  liquors  were  bad,  and  that  the 

manufacture  should  be  stopped. 

1  Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON:  I  am 
sorry  to  interrupt  again  ;  hut  I  never  said 
anything  of  the  kind. 

1     *Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE:  Then  the 
I  manufacture  is  not  wrong,  the  drinking  is 
not    wrong,    but    the    sale  is  wrong. 
Whatever  the   hon.  baronet   may  say, 
there  are  those  who  hold  the  view  that 
alcohol  does  such  an  infinite  amount  of  mis- 
I  chief  that  it  ought  not  to  be  manufactured 
or  sold.    That  is  a  logical  position.  But 
'  it  is  illogical  for  people  to  say,  "  We  do 
!  not   want    to    close    public-houses  on 
week  days.    All  we  desire  is  to  close 
i  them  entirely  on  Sunday."    There  are 
j  others    who  say  that  it  is   wrong  for 
a  man  to  take  a  moderate  amount  of 
1  refreshment  on  Sunday  which  ho  enjoys 
on  week-days  ;  and  the  argument  is  that 
Sunday  is  a  sacred  day.  Nobody  would  go 
1  further  than  myself  in  advocating  the 
j  claims  of  Sunday  as  a  sacred  day,  and  a 
day  to  be  devoted  to  rest.    It  would  be 
perfectly  logical  to  contend  that  every- 
I  thing    should   be   prohibited     by  law 
j  which  interferes  with  the  day  of  rest 
j  — railways,  newspapers,  the  sale  of  tobacco 
I  and  cigars,  the  opening  of  public-houses, 
j  and  so  on.    But  1  see  no  logic  in  permit- 
I  ting  trains    to    be    run,  newspapers, 
|  tol>acco,  cigars,  &c,  to  bo  sold  on  Sunday, 
i  and  in  preventing  the  sale   of  drinks 
|  because  they  have  a  proportion  of  alcohol 
l  in  them.    Why  do  you  not  prohibit  all 
these  things  '(    Because  they  are  for  the 
public  convenience,  and  if  they  were  pro- 
hibited no  one  would  stand  such  an  in- 
terference with  liberty.     It  is  said  by 
some  that  tho  results  would  be  so  excellent 
that  we   ought  to  prohibit  the  sale  on 
Sunday.     I  doubt  whether  the  result 
would  Ikj  so  excellent.    It  would  arouse 
in  the  breast  of  those  who  desire  drink 
a  determination  to  have  it  at  all  hazards. 
It  is  alleged  that  statistics  show  that  in 
districts   where  Sunday  closing  prevails 
there  is  less  drunkenness  than  in  those 
districts  where  the   public-houses  are 
open.    But  I  remember  a  learned  Queen's 
Counsel,  who  supported  a  similar  bill, 
admitting   in    this  IIouso    that  thesf 
statistics  are  utterly  unreliable ;  and  a 
little   consideration    shows    that  that 

Digitized  by  VjOOglC 


555         Infoxkaiing  Liquors 


{COMMONS}        (Sunday  Closing)  Bill  556 


must  be  the  case.  A  man  goes  to  a 
public-house,  he  drinks  too  much,  creates 
a  disturbance  on  his  way  home,  is 
arrested,  and  appears  in  statistics.  But 
suppose  the  public-houses  are  closed ; 
the  man  sends  for  all  the  drink  he  wants, 
either  on  the  Saturday  night  oron  the  Sun- 
day duringthe  two  hours  which  the  promo- 
ters of  thisBill  are  good  enough  toalfow  the 
public-houses  to  be  open.  The  drink  is 
brought  to  his  house,  and  is  partaken  of, 
not  only  by  himself,  but  by  his  family. 
We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  evidence  to 
show  that  the  result  is  very  fatal  to  the 
sobriety,  not  only  of  himself,  but  of  his 
children.  I  know  from  private  sources 
which  I  can  thoroughly  trust,  from  a  lady 
who  has  done  a  great  deal  of  work  among 
the  poor  in  Cardiff,  that  as  the  result  of 
Sunday  closing  in  the  town  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  drinking  and  its  fearful 
effects.  That  seems  to  me  a  very  strong 
reason  against  this  measure.  Though  the 
Bill  permits  the  local  authority  to  open  the 
house  for  a  few  hours  during  the  day, 
they  might  not  do  so.  The  magistrates 
might  say  that  they  were  not  disposed  to 
open  the  public-houses  on  the  Sunday, 
when  the  State  has  closed  them.  We  must 
remember  that  there  aro  a  large  number 
of  unmarried  workmen  who,  as  a  rule, 
have  only  a  bedroom,  and  no  place  to  sit 
in,  except  the  common  room  of  a  public- 
house.  And  there  are  a  large  number  of 
highly  respectable  workmen  who,  from 
the  dearness  of  rent,  are  unable  to  have 
a  separate  room  where  they  can  enter- 
tain their  mates  and  discuss  where 
better  wages  can  be  obtained,  and  the 
like.  Are  these  men  to  be  driven  to  the 
corners  of  the  streets  in  all  weathers, 
because  the  only  common  room  open  to 
them  is  closed  t  Then  again,  look  at  the 
number  of  clubs  which  have  been  founded, 
and  which  it  is  impossible  to  close — not 
bogus  clubs,  but  genuine  clubs,  Radical 
clubs,  Conservative  clubs,  and  Unionist 
clubs,  all  of  them  with  bars  for  the  sale  of 
drink.  These  clubs  are  frequently  used 
to  escape  the  licensing  laws  and  the 
police  laws  ;  the  members  get  in- 
toxicating drink  late  at  night  and  on 
Sundays,  and  this  has  led  to  an 
increase  in  drunkenness.  It  is  far  better, 
I  think,  that  those  disposed  to  take  too 
much  should  take  the  liquor  under  the 
supervision  of  the  police,  and  with  proper 
regulations,  than  that  they  should  be 
driven  to  form  clubs  for  the  purpose.  I 
myself  would  punish  drunkenness  wher- 
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ever  it  occurs.  I  would  punish  a  man 
for  getting  drunk  in  his  own  house,  just 
as  I  would  punish  a  man  for  torturing  a 
cat  in  his  own  house.  In  regard  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House,  from  the  first 
account  we  had  of  it  from  my  hon.  friend 
I  thought  that  for  once  I  might  support 
such  a  Bill.  But  when  I  read  it  through, 
especially  the  second  clause,  I  found  it 
was  really  a  Bill  for  the  total  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  TRITTON:  The  hon.  Member 
accuses  me  of  not  being  quite  straight- 
forward in  my  description  of  the  Bill,  but 
I  have  to  inform  him  that  I  read  out  the 
whole  of  the  first  and  second  clauses. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE :  I  did  not  for 
a  moment  suggest  that  the  hon.  Member 
gave  a  mistaken  notion  of  the  Bill.  It 
is  a  Bill  for  the  total  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sunday  except  to  those  who  go 
to  fetch  their  refreshment.  A  Bill  of  this 
kind  would  merely  create  annoyance,  and 
cause  a  man  who  is  poor  to  be  treated  in 
a  different  way  from  his  neighbour  who  is 
better  off.  If  the  people  honestly  wish  to 
close  public-houses  on  Sunday,  they  can 
do_so  by4  not  frequenting  them.  If  pub- 
licans wish  to  close,  they  are  at  liberty  to 
do  so ;  but  they  are  afraid  that,  if  they 
do,  their  customers  will  go  on  week  days 
to  houses  which  open  on  Sundays.  They 
should  do  what  they  believe  to  be  right, 
and  take  the  consequences.  To  legislate 
for  their  protection  is  demoralising.  There 
is  want  of  logic  in  the  Bill;  the  good  results 
we  all  desire  could  not  be  obtained  by  it ;  it 
would  create  unfairness  and  inconvenience; 
and  I,  therefore,  cannot  support  either 
the  second  reading  or  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E): 
This  Bill  has  come  upon  us  with  surprise 
to-day.  I  read  it  for  the  first  time  a  few 
minutes  ago,  and  could  scarcely  find  out 
whether  it  was  a  Bill  for  the  total  closing 
of  public-houses  on  Sunday  or  whether  it 
gave  authority  to  the  licensing  authority 
to  open  the  houses  for  the  off-sale  of 
liquor.  As  a  member  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, I  do  not  know  if  I  have  a 
right  to  speak  on  this  subject  at  all ; 
but  I  think  it  would  be  very  advisable  not 
to  proceed  further  with  the  Bill,  at  any  rate 
until  the  House  has  full  information  in 
regard  to  the  various  questions  that  arise 
as  to  the  opening  and  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Sundays  and  weekdays.    In  a 
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few  days,  probably,  the  report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  will  be  issued,  and 
until  you  have  that  report  there  is  no  use 
considering  the  matter  in  this  crude  and 
ill-constructed  form.  If  the  Amendment 
before  the  House  is  carried,  the  Royal  Com- 
mission will  have  been  sitting  for  three 
years  to  no  purpose.  In  regard  to  local 
veto  they  have  not  given  such  a  recom- 
mendation, nor  have  they  given  any  re- 
commendation in  regard  to  total  closing 
on  Sunday. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  Is  the  hon.  Member 
entitled  to  divulge  the  findings  of  a  Royal 
Commission  that  has  not  yet  reported  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  It  would  be  contrary 
to  the  practice  of  the  House  for  an  hon. 
Member  to  state  what  are  the  views  of  a 
ftoyal  Commission  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber, and  which  has  not  yet  reported  to 
Her  Majesty. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG:  I  bow  to 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair.  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  this  Bill  does  not  apply 
to  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  leave  the  English 
people  to  discuss  the  whole  matter.  On 
its  merits,  the  Bill  is  of  a  most  absurd 
construction.  I  think  the  House  should 
wait  until  they  get  the  authoritative  re- 
port of  the  findings  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, and  they  would  then  be  in  a 
better  position  to  deal  with  the  whole 
question. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.) : 
Few  of  us  thought  that  this  Bill  would  be 
reached  to-day,  and  some  of  us  have  only 
seen  it  since  we  entered  the  House.  We 
are,  therefore,  at  a  disadvantage  in  con- 
sidering it.  That  is  one  reason  why 
the  House  should  not  come  to  a  decision 
on  this  question  to-day  ;  another  reason 

that  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion of  24  members,  which  will  be  issued 
in  a  day  or  two,  should  be  first  consi- 
dered. I  think  the  House  would  do  well 
if,  instead  of  voting  either  for  the 
Amendment  or  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  the  debate  were  adjourned;  and 
before  I  sit  down  I  shall,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Chair,  move  that  the 
debate  be  now  adjourned.  The  first 
observation  that  occurred  to  me  in  listen- 
ing to  the  speech  of  the  mover  of  the 
Amendment  was  that  he  claimed  that 
they  on  that  side  of  the  House  represent 
the  Temperance  Party.  I  admit  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Cocker- 


mouth  has  led  a  party  which  is  known 
as  the  Temperance  Party  ;  but  I  entirely 
deny  that  they  have  a  monopoly  of  the 
desire  to  promote  temperance,  or  that 
they  have  a  special  claim  to  call  them- 
selves the  Temperance  Party. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  Hear, 
hear  ! 

Mr.  GALLOWAY :  I  am  glad  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  admits  that.  Instead  of 
bandying  this  about  as  a  party  question, 
we  should  deal  with  it  on  broad  grounds. 
The  promotion  of  the  cause  of  temperance 
is  not  a  party  question,  and  we  would  do 
far  more  for  the  interests  of  the  temper- 
ance cause  if  we  treated  it  on  non-party 
lines.  I  agree  with  the  adage  that  it  is 
no  use  attempting  to  make  people  sober 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  Amendment  said  himself 
that  no  measure  could  achieve  success  if 
it  was  not  backed  up  by  the  people.  If 
that  is  so,  has  there  been  any  desire  ex- 
pressed by  the  people  of  the  country  for 
this  Bill?  I  deny  that  there  has  been. 
I  have  received  many  letters  from  so- 
called  temperance  reformers  of  the  wildest 
character.  When  the  Scottish  Local 
Veto  Bill  was  coming  on  I  had  a  letter 
from  one  eminent  temperance  leader 
asking  me  to  vote  for  it  because,  he  said, 
the  Bill  would  bring  about  a  sober  Sunday 
for  England!  Why,  the  Bill  did  not 
even  apply  to   England!  Legislation 

Eroposed  in  this  House  is  not  considered 
y  these  people  on  its  merits,  but  from 
a  fanatical  point  of  view.  Now,  I 
entirely  deny  that  in  this  country  we 
have  a  drunken  Sunday,  and  I  protest 
most  emphatically  against  such  an  asper- 
sion being  put  on  the  working  classes. 
They  are  not  drunken  on  Sunday  or  any 
other  day  of  the  week.  I  admit  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  deplorable  drunken- 
ness and  crime  produced  from  drunken- 
ness ;  but,  I  ask,  are  you  going  to  make 
people  sober  or  decreaso  the  consumption 
of  alcohol  by  Act  of  Parliament  ? 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  :  Certainly. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY :  I  would  ask  what 
possible  ground  there  is  for  such  an 
assertion?  What  possible  data  can  be 
produced,  what  argument  can  be  used,  in 
favour  of  that  statement  ?  Does  the  hon. 
Member  assert  that  the  working  classes 
of  this  country  are  such  a  weak-kneed  set 
of  people  that  because  a  public -house  door 
is  open  they  cannot  pass  it  without  going 
in?   I  must  say  I  cannot  take  so  low  and 
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mean  a  view  of  the  people  as  that.  But 
if  the  argument  be  true,  the  proper 
way  to  deal  with  such  a  state  of 
affairs  is  not  by  closing  the  public- 
houses,  but  by  doing  everything  you  can 
to  strengthen  the  moral  courage  of  the 
people.  It  is  not  by  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  or  by  Acts  of  Parliament  of  any 
kind,  that  you  are  going  to  promote  the 
cause  of  temperance  reform  in  the  country. 
I  believe  much  more  could  be  done  in  the 
cause  of  temperance  if  some  system  were 
found  whereby  the  alcoholic  liquors  sold 
in  public-houses  were  not  of  the  raw, 
rotten,  and  bad  character  they  now  are. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  some  of  the  spirits 
sold  in  public-houses  in  large  towns  are  un- 
fit for  human  consumption.  Coming  to  the 
details  of  the  Bill,  the  first  clause  provides 
that  public-houses  shall  be  closed  on  Sun- 
day, Christmas  Day,  and  Good  Friday ; 
but  the  second  clause  allows  the  licensing 
authority  the  power  of  leaving  open  the 
public-houses  for  two  hours  if  so  desired. 
Now,  there  are  some  who  have  a  respect 
for  the  licensing  authorities  as  at  present 
constituted.  Some  of  these  authorities,  I 
admit,  are  particularly  good,  and  do  their 
administrative  work  in  a  manner  that 
reflects  credit  on  themselves.  But  there 
are  other  authorities  who  do  not  deal 
with  the  questions  brought  before  them 
from  a  judicial  point  of  view,  but  from 
their  own  point  of  view,  leaving  out  of 
consideration  the  real  justice  of  the  case. 
I  remember  well  discussing  this  matter 
with  a  magistrate  in  the  city  of  Man- 
chester, who  told  me  that  he  went  to 
every  Licensing  Session,  and  voted  regu- 
larly against  every  licence.  He  believed 
he  was  acting  for  the  l>est,  but  it  is 
monstrous  for  a  man  holding  views  like 
that  to  be  allowed  to  act  in  a  judicial 
capacity.  If  that  is  the  way  in  which 
the  Sunday  exemptions  are  to  be  given, 
what  would  happen  ?  It  would  become  a 
question  of  which  party  had  a  majority 
on  the  licensing  authority.  And  if  the 
magistrates  who  represent  the  views  of 
hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
were  in  a  minority,  they  would  imme- 
diately come  to  the  Minister  responsible  for 
the  appointment  of  magistrates,  and  bring 
pressure  to  bear  for  the  appointment  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  magistrates  to give  them 
a  majority.  We  all  know  what  happened  at 
Manchester,  where  the  appointments  were 
made  for  party  purposes.  What  happened 
at  Manchester  was  that  after  these  gen- 
tlemen were  put  upon  the  bench  the  whole 
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'  of  the  licensing  policy  of  the  city  of  Man- 
I  Chester  was  entirely  reversed.    I  do  not 
say  that  the  appointment  of  these  gentle- 
men was  contrary  to  the  practice  which 
was  previously  adopted,   but  that  was 
the  result,  and  it  is  deplorable  that  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  administer  justice  in 
this  country  should  be  appointed  for  party 
purposes,  and  should  be  put  on  the  bench 
to  carry  out  the  views  of  any  particular 
section  of  the  community.  If  the  working 
of  this  Bill  were  to  bring  about  or  accen- 
tuate that  state  of  things,  it  would  be  bad 
from  all  points  of  view.    Clause  3  refers 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Licensing  Acts  of 
1872  and  1H74.    Now,  the  judges  of  this 
land  have  complained  many  times  that 
Acts  of  Parliament  do  not  state  exactly 
what  they  mean,  and  they  have  to  look 
up  other  Acts  in  order  to  see  what  is 
meant.    As  far  as  I  can  understand  this 
clause,  I  suppose  it  is  intended  to  exclude 
clubs.    Some  hon.  Members  have  doubts 
whether  these  words  do  exclude  clul>s. 
If  this  Bill  passes  without  alteration,  I 
can  quite  understand  what  an  excellent 
means  it  will  be  for  the  expenditure  of 
money,  testing  whether  clubs  are  included 
or  not.     If  my  hon.  friend  intends  to 
exclude  clubs,  it  will  bo  better  to  have  it 
stated  clearly  in  the  Bill.    For  my  part, 
I  admit  that  there  may  be  a  great  deal  to 
j  be  said  in  favour  of  treating  clubs  upon  a 
different    basis     from  public-houses, 
although  I  have  always  looked  upon  this 
as  class  legislation  of  the  worst  possible 
description.    If  it  is  right  that  the  work- 
ing man's  club  should  be  closed  on  Sunday, 
I  cannot  sec  why  the  clubs  which  the  rich 
men  frequent  should  not  be  treated  in  the 
same  way.    I  admit  that,  on  account  of 
i  the   constitution   of   some  clubs,  there 
!  should  not  be  the  same  regulations  as 
'  apply    to     public-houses,     which  are 
j  frequented   by    people   of    a  different 
:  character,  and  whose  ways  and  means  of 
1  life  are  not  of  the  same  intellectual  stand- 
ard.   As  a  matter  of  abstract  justice,  I 
j  have  never  been  able  to  understand  why 
!  you  should  treat  a  public-house  upon  one 
|  basis  and  a  club  upon  another  basis  alto- 
j  gether  different.    If  you  admit  the  prin- 
!  ciple  that  you  are  going  to  treat  a  club 
\  on  a  different  basis  to  a  public-house,  then 
'  there  is  no  reason  whatsoever  why  working 
|  people  should  not  form  themselves  into 
:  clubs,  and  use  them  as  public-houses,  and 
thereby  avoid  altogether  the  object  which 
my  hon.  friend  has  in  view  in  hrimJiig 
forward  this  Bill.     The    last  remark 
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which  I  desire  to  make  is  on  Clause  5, 
which  says  that  the  Bill  shall  not  apply 
to  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  Wales.  I  pre- 
sume that  Wales  is  excluded  because 
they  have,  practically,  Sunday  closing 
there  already.  As  a  supporter  of  the  Act 
of  Union,  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  national 
measures  of  this  kind  do  not  treat  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  upon  the 
same  basis. 

♦Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  We  will 
accept  it  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY:  I  do  not  know 
what  particular  authority  the  hon.  Member 
has  to  speak  on  behalf  of  Ireland.  I  have 
always  held,  and  still  hold,  that  in  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  we  ought  to  be  placed  on 
all  fours  in  all  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom. We  are  in  the  position  of  not 
having  received  the  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  which  has  been  sitting  for 
three  years  considering  this  question,  and 
we  do  not  know  what  their  recommenda- 
tions may  be,  for  we  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  evidence  which 
was  given  before  that  Commission.  There- 
fore a  more  inopportune  time  than  this 
to  consider  this  question  could  hardly  have 
l>een  selected.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Debate. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (King's  Lynn): 
I  beg  leave  to  second  this  motion.  A 
question  of  this  importance  should  not  be 
dealt  with  by  a  "  snap "  debate,  for  it 
involves  nothing  less  than  the  liberties  of  | 
the  people  of  England.    My  belief  is  that  I 
the  people  of  England  believe  that  it  is  j 
lwtter  to  have  liberty  with  drunkenness 
than  slavery  with  temperance,  and  that  it 
is  better  to  have  liberty  with  disease  than  | 
slavery  with  health.    That  is  the  ques- 
tion  really  involved  in  this  Bill,  and  it  is  1 
of  such   importance,   and  has  come  on  j 
so  suddenly,  without   opportunities   to  | 
adequately  discuss  the  matter,  that  I  do 
not  think  it  should  be  discussed  in  this 
casual  way  in  the  absence  of  the  leaders 
of  both   parties.     It  is  a  very  serious  i 
question,  and  it  is  much  more  serious  | 
than  appears  on  the  surface.    Let  me  say 
one  word  as  to  the  temperate  man.    We  I 
are  called  upon  to  admire  the  temperate  I 
man  ;  but  what  is  he  1  Why,  he  is  a  poor,  | 
pale-blooded,    infirm,   unenergetic   man,  , 
without  generosity  and  without  persever- 
ance.   Was  Moses  a  temperate  man,  or^ 


Martin  Luther,  or  Napoleon,  or  any  man 
who  was  any  good  in  this  world  1  No  ! 
Those  men  had  groat  courage  and  ener- 
getic convictions,  and  they  all  took,  on 
proper  occasions,  a  certain  amount  of 
alcoholic  nourishment.  I  do  not  know 
whether,  on  the  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment, I  should  be  in  order  in 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 
Temperance  advocates  themselves  are  an 
illustration  of  intemperance  itself,  for  of  all 
the  intemperate  people  in  this  world 
there  are  none  so  intemperate  as  they 
are.  They  are  not  content  themselves 
with  their  own  form  of  temperance,  but 
they  would  impose  their  Puritanical 
tyranny  on  their  countrymen,  assuming, 
as  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  do  assume, 
that  we  all  abuse  our  opportunities  for 
refreshment.  They  do  not  ask  whether 
a  man  abuses  liquor  or  not,  but  they 
assume  that  he  is  going  to  abuse  it.  The 
modern  history  of  this  question  and  the 
facts  of  the  present  day  do  not  justify 
any  more  of  these  nauseating  Puritanical 
attacks  on  the  liberties  of  the  people  of 
England. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON:  I  rise  to 
order.  I  desire  to  know  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  in  order  in  discussing  this 
question  on  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  No  new  question  has 
yet  been  put  before  the  House,  and  the 
hon.  Member  is  in  ordor. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  think  the 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  ought  to  be  obliged 
to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  telling  him  what 
are  the  elementary  rules  of  debate.  I 
say  that  all  the  facts  of  this  day  prove, 
and  increasingly  prove  day  by  day,  that 
no  such  special  interference  with  the 
liberties  of  the  English  people  is  required 
in  the  cause  of  temperance.  I  am  a 
student  of  my  fellow-countrymen,  and  I 
do  declare  most  solemnly  in  this  House 
that  to-day  temperance  is  making  most 
fearful  strides  among  the  population. 
When  I  was  young  I  remember  well  that 
nothing  could  be  obtained  at  a  railway 
station  except  alcoholic  refreshment, 
which  was  generally  beer  or  spirits.  But 
now  every  railway  station  refreshment 
room  is  overflowing,  I  was  going  to  say 
with  milk  and  honey,  but  at  least  with 
milk  and  mineral  waters.  The  poor  pale 
glass  of  whisky  is  out  of  date,  and  modest 
drunkenness  dare  not  show  her  face.  So 
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true  is  this,  that  drunkenness  is  almost 
extinct  in  this  country.    I  do  declare  that 
in  this  country  I  never  see  a  drunken 
man.     It  is   only   when   I   cross  the 
Channel  or  the  Tweed  that  1  come  across 
an  example  of  that  almost  extinct  animal 
the  drunken  man  ;  and  it  is  a  most  re- 
markable thing  that  in  the  only  countries 
where  I  see  drunken  men  this  Bill  does 
not  apply.    I  should  like  to  ask  the  ■ 
twelve  great  statesmen — whoso  names  will 
live  in  history  and  which  appear  on  the  back  \ 
of  this  Bill — what  are  they  about  when  they  j 
bring  in  a  Bill  which  is  to  apply  tyranny 
in  England  in  the  name  of  temperance, 
where  it  is  not  required,  at  the  same  time  j 
leaving  out  of  the  measure  Scotland  and 
Ireland  where  it  is  required  most  ? 

Mr.  DAVITT:  We  have  got  Sunday 
closing  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  Yes,  but 
have  you  got  temperance  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  DAVITT :  Yes,  we  have,  and  we 
boast  the  noblest  temperance  reformer  of 
this  century. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  If  that  is  so,  | 
then  it  is  the  most  striking  example  j 
possible  of  the  absolute  ineffectiveness  of  1 
temperance  work,   because  there  is  no  | 
country  in  the  universe  where  temperance 
reformers  have  had  their  efforts  crowned 
with  so  small  a  success  as  in  Ireland.    I ' 
am  in  favour  myself  of  refreshment,  but  | 
it  should  be  occasional  and  small.    If  a 
man  became  drunk  and  disorderly,  I  would  | 
curtail  his  liberty  only  when  he  interfered  \ 
with  the  liberty  of  others ;  but  if  he  got 
drunk  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner  in  | 
his  own  house  I  would  not  interfere  with  j 
him,  and  I  would  . 

"  let  him  play  the  fool  in  his  own  house,"  | 
as  Hamlet  says.    I  do  believe  that  all 
these  attempts  to  impose  what  is  mis- 1 
called  temperance  upon  the  English  people,  | 
to  prevent  them  being  able  to  go  into  j 
public-houses  because  it  is  assumed  that  i 
they  will  get  drunk,  are  destined  to  fail,  I 
and  I  believe  every  one  of  these  twelve  I 
eminent  statesmen  whose  names  appear 
on  the  back  of  this  Bill  will  find  when  the 
next  General  Election  comes  round  that 
the  attacks  they  have  made  upon  the 
liberties  of  the  English  people  will  be 
very    seriously   and    warmly  resented. 
Now,  what  is  it  that  this  Bill  deals  with  ? 
It  does  not  deal  with  drunkenness  gener- 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 


ally,  but  only  with  one  particular  occasion 
for  getting  drunk,  providing  you  wish  to. 
Those  who  have  travelled  in  the  East 
know  the  great  convenience  of  what  are 
known  as  guest-houses.    Well,  the  public- 
house  is  the  guest-house  of  England,  as  its 
name  implies,  and  it  is  the  only  one  left 
open  to  the  poor  man.    The  rich  man 
has  his  club,  and  he  has  also  his  hotel, 
which  is  an  expensive  refuge  not  open  to 
the  poor  man.    The  public-house  is  so 
named  l>ecause  it  is  a  house  of  public 
entertainment,  and  this  is  where  these 
intemperate  temperance  Puritans  make  a 
mistake.    They  assume  that  a  man  only 
goes  into  a  public-house  in  order  to  get 
drunk ;  that  is  an  entirely  unwarranted 
assumption,  which  is  disproved  almost  by 
everybody  who  frequent  public-houses. 
Public -houses    are  open    to    all,  and 
people  frequent  them  in  order  to  obtain 
reasonable  refreshment;  and  it  is  per- 
fectly outrageous,  because    one    in  a 
thousand    happens    to    overstep  the 
moderate    limit,    to    call    upon  this 
House  to  close  the  whole  of  our  public- 
houses  altogether.     In  my  opinion  the 
Amendment  is  almost  worse  than  the  Bill 
itself,  becauses  it  suggests,  lam  informed, 
local  option.    I  am  not  afraid  to  say  that 
I  am  dead  against  either  Sunday  closing 
or  local  option.    Upon  one  occasion, 
when  I  was  contesting  an  election  for  a 
small  town  in  the  Midlands,  I  was  inter- 
viewed  by   a    temperance  deputation. 
They  asked  me,  "  Are  you  in  favour  of 
local  option  and  the  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  ( Sunday  % "    I  replied,  "What 
is  the  good  of  asking  me  those  questions ; 
you  know  you  are  all  Radicals  and  you 
mean  to  vote  against  me."    They  replied, 
"Oh,  no,  we  put  temperance  before  all 
things,  and  if  you  will  satisfy  us  on  the 
temperance  question  we  shall  be  quite 
prepared  to  vote  for  you."    I  told  them 
that  I  was  against  Sunday  closing  and 
local  option,  and  that  I  was  in  favour  of 
a  little  moderate  drunkenness — I  think  I 
called  it  hilarity ;  at  any  rate,  it  is  that 
sort   of  exhilaration    which    the  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  gets  from  drinking  a 
glass  of  pure  water.    There  are  people 
who  are  capable  of  getting  drunk  with 
their  own  speeches,  and  I  beliove  some 
people  can  get  drunk  upon  tea.    As  for 
myself,  I  was  never  drunk  in  my  life.  All 
I  desire  is  that  we  should  realise  things 
as  they  actually  are.    No  matter  whether 
we  are  at  leisure  or  engaged  in  social 
meetings,  we  all  take  a  certain  amount  of 
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exciting  food  or  liquor  to  exhilarate  us,  1 
and  to  whip  up  the  sluggish  flow  of  our 
spirits  to  make  us  proper  companions  for 
the  friends  we  meet.  All  our  enjoyments 
are  based  upon  the  consumption  of  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  exciting  food  or  liquor. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  opposite,  probably, 
gets  exhilarated  on  a  mutton  chop  or 
porridge  

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  travelling  very  far  from 
the  Ame  ndment. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  will  at  once 
bring  my  remarks  to  a  close.  All  1 
wish  to  say  now  is  that  the  whole  social 
arrangements  of  this  country  are  based 
upon  the  taking  of  a  moderate  amount  of 
refreshment,  and  this  Bill  proposes  to 
make  a  difference  in  that  respect  with 
regard  to  those  who  wish  to  obtain  that 
refreshment.  On  those  grounds  I  most 
strongly  object  to  the  Bill,  and  I  second 
and  support  the  motion  of  my  hon.  friend 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  Debate,  be- 
cause I  think  that  this  is  a  far  more 
important  question  than  it  appears  to  be. 
It  is  a  question  which  involves  the  liberty 
of  the  people  of  England,  and  therefore  it 
is  one  which  should  be  discussed  when 
the  occupants  of  the  front  benches  are 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned."— 
{Mr.  Galloway.) 

Sir  J.  LEESE  (Lancashire,  Accrington) : 
I  should  not  have  interfered  in  this  Debate 
if  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester  had 
not  made  special  reference  to  certain 
statements  of  mine.  But  before  I  take 
any  notice  of  his  criticisms  I  should 
like  to  say  that  I  regard  this  

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  The 
only  question  now  l>efore  the  House  is 
whether  the  Debate  should  now  be 
adjourned. 

Sir  J.  LEESE:  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  this  is  a  very  serious 
question,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Debate  upon  it  ought  to  be  adjourned  at 
this  stage.  I  should  regret  extremely 
that  the  consideration  of  this  Bill  should 
now  be  postponed,  because  it  contains  a 
principle  of  the  greatest  possible  import- 
ance. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  95 ;  Noes, 
85.    (Division  List  176.) 


Aclaod-Hood.Capt.SirAlex.F. 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin  Alfred 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bathurst,Hn.  AllenBenjamin 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles.T.GibsonjKing'sLynn 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.G.W. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cornwall  is.FienneaStanleyW. 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

Buncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald.  Sir  Rt.  Penrose- 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldswoniiy,  Major-General 
Mr  .  Gibson  Bowks. 


AYES. 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hermon- Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hutchinson,  Capt.  G.  W.  G.- 
Jenkins, Sir  John  Jones 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Lawson.  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  E.  H. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkraan 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'lver.  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh.W.) 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  J. 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Samuel 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alex. 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 


Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Redmond,  John  E.  ( Waterf  rd) 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Robertson,  Herbert(Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walt'r 
RoydB,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.8.  (Chelt'nh.) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Tully,  Jasper 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Vincent.  Col.  SirC.  E.  H. 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Welmk-r,  R-  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whit  more,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-(Birra.) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  (Bath) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wy  vill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Galloway  and  Mr. 
Young. 
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Ads  Amendment  Ml.  568 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen, W.  (Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Barlow  John  Emmott 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Crombie,  John  William 
Davitt,  Michael 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
G  union,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayne,  lit.  Hn.  C.  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holland,  Wm.  H  (York.W.R.) 
Howard,  Joseph 


NOES. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lambert,  George 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverp'l) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lowther,  lit.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Lvell,  Sir  Leonard 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Norton,  Capt-  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 


Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Stewart,  Sir  J.  M'Taggart 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Bed  ley 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Tomlin8<»n,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thos.  Courtenay  T. 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Willox.Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
\Vilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(  Worcestersh.  N.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Woodhonse,  Sir  J.  T.(H  udders. 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Teller?  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Tritton  and  Mr.  Col- 
ville. 


Debate  to  bo  resumed  upon  Wednesday 
next. 

WINE  AND  BEERHOUSE  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Second  Reading. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon)  : 
I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  It  is  a  measure  which  is  supported 
on  l>oth  sides  of  the  House,  and  its  object 
is  to  amend  the  Beerhouse  Acts  so 
as  to  simply  place  beerhouse  licences  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  as  ordinary 
licences  for  the  sale  of  beer  and  spirits. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

MR.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  I  confess 
that  I  am  placed  in  a  rather  peculiar  posi- 
tion in  having  again  to  trespass  upon  the 
time  of  the  House  in  dealing  with  a  sub- 
ject which  is  very  much  like  the  one  dis- 
cussed in  a  Bill  which  has  already  been 
under  our  consideration  to-day.  Unlike 
the  promoter  of  the  other  Bill  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  the  lion.  Gentleman  has 
furnished  us  with  a  memorandum,  which 
is  extremely  useful  to  people  like  myself, 
for  it  informs  me  what  the  particular 


objects  are  which  the  Bill  has  in  view.  The 
memorandum  says  that  the  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  interfere  in  a  hostile  sense  with 
what  has  been  long  recognised  by  Parlia- 
ment as  a  vested  interest.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  denied.    The  object  of  this  Bill  is 
to  give  to  the  licensing  justices  the  same 
discretion  in  dealing  with  beer  and  cider 
houses  that  they  now  possess  in  regard  to 
fully  licensed  houses  and  other  places  of 
refreshment,  and  this  Bill  is  to  place 
them  in  a  different  position,  so  far  as  the 
law  is  concerned,  to  that   which  they 
occupy  now.     I  deprecated   earlier  in 
the  day  the  attempt  to  deal  with  this 
subject    until    the   Royal  Commission 
which  is  now  considering  the  question 
has  issued  its  report,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  me  to  repeat  what  I  have  said 
;  before.    But  there  is  in  this  Bill  a  very 
!  great  distinc  tion  between  the  two  measures 
!  with  regard  to  vested  interest.  Parlia- 
!  merit  designedly   gave  to  these  beer- 
I  houses  a  vested  interest,  and  placed  them 
in  such  a  position  that  the  renewal  of 
{ their  licences  was  wholly  outside  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  licensing  justices.    I  have 
1  heard  a  good  deal  of  argument  in  years 
past  upon  this  question,  and  it  is  not 
!  necessary  to  go  into  detail.    I  believe  it 
|  was  the  object  of  the  Legislature  in  deal- 
l  ing  with  these  beerhouses  to  discourage 
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the  consumption  of  stronger  drink  by 
encouraging  the  consumption  of  milder 
beverages.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
national  taste,  whether  for  good  or  evil, 
has  very  largely  changed ;  and  the  taste 
for  beer  has,  relatively,  hardly  kept  pace 
with  the  taste  for  stronger  drinks. 
As  the  law  at  present  stands,  the 
owners  of  these  beer  licences  possess  a 
vested  interest,  which,  under  this  Bill,  it 
ifl  sought  to  remove.  I  think  it  is  un- 
wise to  attempt  to  remove  a  vested 
interest  without  that  degree  of  considera- 
tion which  it  is  impossible  for  this  measure 
to  receive  this  afternoon.  I  put  this  ques- 
tion upon  the  higher  ground  that  this  is  a 
specific  vested  interest  created  by  Parlia- 
ment which  we  are  now  asked  to  disturb. 
I  refer  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Harry 
Poland,  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
Licensing  Acts  in  all  their  aspects.  He 
was  a  practising  barrister  and  was  engaged 
as  Prosecutor  by  the  Treasury.  His 
practical  experience  in  his  profession 
has  been  supplemented  by  the  position  he 
occupies  as  chairman  of  one  of  the  largest 
licensing  benches  in  London.  With 
reference  to  this  very  question,  he  says 
that  the  Beer  Acts  of  1830,  1834,  and 
1840  covered  the  "off"  and  "on"  licences 
np  to  1869.  In  1828  it  was  thought  to 
encourage  the  drinking  of  beer  as  against 
spirits,  and  it  was  provided  that  any  man 
could  have  a  licence  from  the  Excise  for 
beer  without  going  to  the  magistrates 
for  approval.  In  1830  that  law  was 
enacted.  These  licences  were  obtained 
as  a  right  up  to  1834  ;  then  it  was  found 
that  the  persons  put  into  the  beerhouses 
were  not  real  tenants  but  merely  nomi- 
nees ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  that,  the 
Act  of  1840  was  passed,  and  it  was  pro- 
vided that  no  licence  to  sell  beer  or  cider 
should  be  given  to  any  person  not  a 
resident  occupier  or  owner. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  May  I 
ask  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
quoting  from? 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER :  I  am 
quoting  from  the  First  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Licens- 
ing Laws,  presented  to  Parliament  by 
command  of  Her  Majesty.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  was  quite  right  in  asking  the 
question,  but  I  am  not  a  retailer  of  the 
illicit  gossip  which  has  been  going  round 
recently  as  to  the  alleged  intentions  of  the 
Royal  Commission.    I  take  no  cognisance 
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of  any  gossip  of  that  kind  ;  and  I  confine 
myself  entirely  to  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  by  command  of  the 
Queen.  Sir  Harry  Poland  proceeds  with 
regard  to  the  licences  obtained  as  of  right 
from  the  Excise  under  the  Acts  of  1834 
and  1840,  and  states  that  such  licences 
could  only  be  refused  by  the  magistrates 
on  one  of  the  four  grounds  mentioned  in 
Section  E;  and  that  the  Legislature 
recognised  that  they  were  entitled  to 
carry  on  a  lawful  trade  in  which  they 
had  embarked  their  capital.  Coming  from 
such  a  great  and  unique  authority,  I  think 
Sir  Harry  Poland's  opinion  ought  to  have 
great  weight  with  the  House.  We  are 
now  asked  to  take  this  matter  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Royal  Commission  at  the 
suggestion  of  private  Members,  without 
any  official  guidance,  and  I  think  such  a 
recognised  authority  as  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin  will  admit 
that  that  is  a  step  which  the  House 
should  be  very  chary  in  adopting.  We 
are  asked  to  interfere  with  a  vested 
interest,  and  knowing  the  high  character 
and  sense  of  justice  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  who  has 
made  himself  responsible  for  this  Bill,  I 
turn  it  over  to  find  the  compensation 
clause,  but  there  is  no  such  clause  in  it. 
PerhapB  my  right  hon.  friend  was  pre- 
vented by  his  position  as  a  private 
Member  from  making  any  motion  which 
would  involve  taxation.  That  may  be 
the  reason  why  there  is  no  com- 
pensation clause  in  the  Bill,  but  at 
any  rate  we  are  asked  to  interfere  with  a 
vested  interest  at  the  instance  of  private 
Members,  without  any  provision  whatever 
for  compensation.    There  are  only  four 

runds  under  which  these  licences  can 
taken  away  under  the  existing  law — 
viz.,  character,  disorderly  conduct,  pre- 
vious bad  character,  and  want  of  accommo- 
dation. The  Bill  is  an  invasion  of  the 
general  principle  which  has,  as  a  rule, 
always  guided  legislation.  That  principle, 
which  even  those  who  have  contravened 
it  have  made  a  show  of  complying  with, 
is  that  the  possessor  of  every  right  or 
interest  shall  have  equitable  compensation 
in  the  event  of  that  right  or  interest  being 
invaded.  The  Bill  provides  that  the 
justices  shall  have  full  and  complete  con- 
trol over  these  houses,  which  they  never 
had  before.  I  am  glad  to  see  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  in  his  place, 
with  his  usual  devotion  to  duty,  and  j 
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hope  he  will  he  in  a  position  to  state  what 
course  the  Government  think  it  advisable 
that  the  House  should  adopt  in  the  very 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
placed.  No  doubt  the  fact  that  the  Royal 
Commission  has  not  yet  reported  may  be 
used  against  the  Bill,  but  I  hope  my  right 
hon.  friend  will  go  further,  and  that  he 
will  be  prepared  to  express  his  regret  at 
this  assault  on  vested  interests  unaccom- 
panied by  some  kind  of  compensation. 
It  is  an  act  of  legislative  injustice, 
and  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some 
sort  of  explanation  from  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  unwilling,  to  conclude  by 
proposing  to  postpone  further  action  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  although  it  may 
appear  to  be  a  natural  Amendment  follow- 
ing the  remarks  I  have  been  allowed  to 
make.  I  should,  however,  like  to  hear 
some  explanation,  and  after  the  course 
which  the  House  has  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  previous  Bill,  it  is  by  no 
means  improbable  that  reasons  may 
suggest  themselves  for  deferring  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  for  some  period, 
during  which  we  may  hear  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  and  an  announce- 
ment of  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  on  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Thanet  appeared  to  pick  up  information 
as  he  went  along.  He  seems  to  know 
a  great  deal  more  about  the  subject  now 
fhan  he  did  before,  although  he  was  not 
very  accurate  in  the  beginning.  It  is 
quite  true  that  in  1830  an  Act  was 
passed  which  allowed  beerhouses  to  be 
set  up  irrespective  of  the  control  of  the 
magistrates.  The  operation  of  that  Act 
showed  that  it  was  much  abused,  and  in 
1840  an  amending  Act  was  passed.  Even, 
however,  with  the  restrictions  in  the 
latter  Act,  these  beerhouses  became  largely 
a  public  nuisance,  and  in  1869  an  Act 
was  passed  in  order  to  control  as  much 
as  possible  the  evil  effects  that  arose 
from  them.  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  developed  a  most  extraordinary 
theory  of  vested  interest  in  this  matter. 
In  1840  Parliament  curtailed  the  vested 
interest  in  these  houses ;  in  1869  it  did 
not  create  a  vested  interest,  but  it  put 
conditions  on  the  exercise  of  that  interest. 
In  that  year  Parliament  brought  these 
houses  for  the  first  time  under  trie  control 
of  the  magistrates,  to  the  extent  of  the 
four  causes  which  have  been  mentioned. 
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It  did  not  create  a  vested  interest.  It 
was  a  limitation  of  interest,  and  the  mere 
fact  that  Parliament  did  that  showed  that 
it  claimed  to  have  that  right.  The  pre- 
sent Bill  does  not  propose  that  the  magis- 
trates should  have  the  unlimited  right  of 
putting  down  these  houses.  If  that  were 
suggested,  there  might  have  been  some- 
thing in  the  argument  of  my  right  hon. 
friend.  All  that  the  Bill  proposes  is  that 
the  magistrates  shall  have  the  same  dis- 
cretion with  respect  to  the  licences  granted 
before  1869  as  it  has  with  reference  to  the 
licences  granted  since  that  year.  It  puts 
these  licences  under  the  same  discretion  as 
ordinary  public-houses.  Reference  has 
been  made  to  the  Royal  Commission.  I 
am  not  going  to  say  anything  about  the 
Commission,  or  what  it  may  or  may  not 
recommend,  but  every  authority,  before 
the  Licensing  Commission  was  established, 
sought  to  bring  these  comparatively  few 
houses,  which  were  in  existence  before 
1869,  under  the  same  magisterial  control 
that  applies  to  hotel  licences  and  ordinary 
licences  whether  before  or  since  1869.  To 
refuse  to  give  this  magisterial  discretion 
is  to  say  that  Parliament  is  powerless.  It 
is  said  that  the  Bill  of  1869  created  a 
vested  interest.  Parliament  in  what  it 
did  that  year  affirmed  that  the  opinion  of 
the  magistrates  should  be  invoked  in  the 
control  of  these  houses.  The  Bill  before 
the  House  is  very  simple,  and  has  been 
supported  by  county  bench  after  county 
bench  throughout  the  country,  who  ask 
that  power  may  be  given  them  to  deal 
with  the  miserable  pest-houses  in  their 
neighbourhoods,  which  they  cannot  now 
control.  On  behalf  of  the  magistrates 
and  of  their  liberty  of  action,  I  appeal  to 
the  House  to  consider  this  Bill. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  Hon.  Members  who  have  been  in  the 
House  this  afternoon  will  agree  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Thanet  has  discharged  with  great  ability 
the  duty  which  fell  upon  him  so  unexpect- 
edly of  opposing  two  Bills  of  a  very  intricate 
character.  I  do  not  complain  so  much  of 
the  absence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Treasury  Department  as  I  do  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
This  Bill  confessedly  involves  a  very  in- 
tricate point  of  law,  and  it  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  discussion  if  we 
could  have  heard  from  the  Attorney- 
General  or  the  Solicitor-General  what  the 
law  really  is,  and  what  the  bearing  of  this 

Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 


573      Wine  and  Beerfume       {7  June  1899}         Act  Amendment  Bill.  574 


Bill  will  be.  I  have  listened  carefully  to 
what  has  been  said  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin  on  the 
question  of  vested  interest.  I  have  also 
listened  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Thanet,  and  I  must  confess 
that  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
has  established  a  case  of  interference  with 
what  is  in  effect  a  vested  interest,  which, 
in  accordance  with  the  ordinary  practice 
of  Parliament,  could  not  be  taken  away 
without  compensation  ;  and  I  am  not  con- 
vinced by  the  speech  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin  that  that 
is  not  the  case.  Section  19  of  the  Act  of 
1869  says,  with  respect  to  the  licences 
now  under  consideration,  that  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  justices  to  refuse  an 
application  for  a  certificate  for  the  sale  of 
beer  except  on  one  or  more  of  the  grounds 
specified.  My  right  hon.  friend  the  Momber 
for  Bodmin  talked  lightly  of  the  inter- 
ference which  this  Bill  proposes  ;  but  the 
Bill  proposes  to  repeal  Section  19  of  the 
1869  Act,  and  it  goes  further  and  states 
that— 

"Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  Acts 
mentioned  or  in  Act*  now  in  force,  the  licenc- 
ing justices  shall  be  at  liberty  to  refuse  a 
certificate  for  any  licence  for  the  sale  of  beer 
or  cider  on  any  ground  appearing  to  them 
sufficient." 

That  appears  to  me  to  be  absolutely  put- 
ting it  within  the  discretion  of  the  justices 
to  control  licences  which  at  the  present 
moment  they  are  not  empowered  to  inter- 
fere with  except  on  certain  specified 
grounds.  In  that  way  the  Bill  does  touch 
a  vested  right,  and  the  extension  of  the 
powers  of  the  magistrates  may  result  in  the 
vested  right  being  taken  away ;  and  if  it  be 
a  valuable  right,  the  only  principle  on 
which  Parliament  can  deal  with  it  is  by 
compensation.  But  is  it  a  valuable 
right  ?  That  is  a  point  on  which  I  should 
have  desired  some  information  from  the 
jaw  officers  of  the  Crown.  I  presume  it 
is  a  valuable  right,  because,  like  all  other 
licences,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  monopoly, 
and  I  would  appeal  to  my  hon.  friends 
who  advocate  temperance  reform  to  take 
care  lest  they  may  be  taking  a  most  dan- 
gerous step  by  confusing  between  licences 
which  are  a  vested  and  a  valuable  right 
and  licences  which,  although  a  valuable, 
are  not  a  vested  right.  It  is  in  my 
opinion  dangerous  for  them  to  confuse, 
as  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Bodmin  did,  beerhouse  with  ordi- 
nary public-house  licences,  which  are  not 
a  vested  right  at  all.    What  is  the  real 


difficulty  in  all  these  matters  1  Why  are 
the  licences  of  beer-houses  a  valuable 
right  1  Simply  because  of  the  infatuated 
policy  Parliament  has  pursued  for  genera- 
tions, in  insisting  in  making  the  duty  on 
licences  so  small  as  to  be  only  an  in- 
finitesimal part  of  their  value.  If  the 
duties  were  made  higher,  then,  although 
licences  might  be  a  vested,  they  would  not 
be  a  valuable  right  in  the  sense  that  is 
taken  objection  to.  What  chance  is  there 
of  getting  reforms  like  that  ?  I  have 
been  appealing  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  this,  as  in  former  sessions, 
to  give  us  on  the  authority  of  his  Depart- 
ment information  as  to  what  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  duty  on  licences  and  tho 
annual  value  of  the  licences.  If  we  had  that 
information  it  would  then  be  seen  how  many 
millions  a  year  of  public  money  are 
squandered  because  of  the  ridiculously 
low  duties  on  licences.  That  is  the  view 
which  I  venture  to  put  before  the  House 
on  this  question.  I  must  adhere  to  my 
statement,  until  I  am  enlightened  by 
either  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  or  by  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown,  that  there  are  good  grounds 
for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  The  only 
way  to  deal  with  the  question  is  to  level 
up  the  duties  on  all  licences  to  their 
annual  value. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  to  the 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings, 
Birmingham,  Bordesley) :  Of  course  hon. 
Members  are  quite  right  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  which  has 
been  given  them  of  discussing  this  some- 
what intricate  subject.  But  hon.  Mem- 
bers have  asked  what  is  the  position  of 
the  Government  as  regards  this  Bill. 
I  should  have  thought  that  any  Member 
of  Parliament,  and  especially  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin, 
must  know  what  is  the  inevitable  position 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  this 
measure,  and  others  of  a  similar  character. 
The  Government,  three  years  ago,  with 
general  approval,  appointed  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  working  of 
the  licensing  laws,  and  that  Commission 
has  spared  no  effort  in  order  to  obtain 
information,  not  only  on  the  particular 
point  of  the  licensing  question  now  before 
the  House,  but  on  that  question  as  a 
whole.  It  is  on  the  eve  of  presenting 
its  Report,  and  giving  us  the  result 
of  its  inquiries  and  deliberations ;  and 
is  it  to  be  supposed  that  ^jCWSgfe 
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merit  would  now  be  prepared  to  pre- 
judge that  Report  on  any  particular 
point  by  expressing  a  decided  opinion  or 
any  opinion  on  this  Bill,  or  any  other  Bill 
of  a  similar  character,  affecting  the 
inquiry  which  they  themselves  baa  insti- 
tuted ?  If  I  were  to  ask  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  former  Administration,  would 
any  Government,  after  having  appointed 
a  Royal  Commission  of  such  impor- 
tance, give  an  opinion  a  few  days  before 
the  Report  of  that  Commission  was 
received  on  a  point  which  had  been 
referred  to  it,  I  think  he  would 
only  give  one  answer;  and  I  venture 
to  challenge  him  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  even  courteous  to  that 
important  Commission  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  pronounce  an  opinion,  or 
even  to  discuss  the  question,  before  they 
had  the  valuable  results  of  its  delibera- 
tions. My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Thanet  asked  what  were  the  opinions 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  com- 
pensation and  other  matters.  I  have  not 
seen  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
but  I  take  it  that  the  question  of  compen- 
sation is  very  likely  to  figure  largely  in 
it,  and  is  it  to  be  expected  that  the 
Government  would  now  offer  opinions 
which  would  forestall  the  mature  conclu- 
sions of  the  Commission  ?  Not  a  single 
point  has  been  raised  this  afternoon  which 
has  not  been  the  subject  of  a  vast  amount 
of  labour  on  the  part  of  the  Commission. 
With  reference  to  the  intricate  point  dis- 
cussed so  ably  by  my  right  hon.  friends, 
I  have  no  doubt,  judging  irom  the  evidence 
which  has  been  given  before  the  Commis- 
sion, that  light  will  also  be  thrown  on  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  What  about 
the  Bill  ?    How  are  wo  going  to  vote  1 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  I  must  leave 
that  to  the  superior  judgment — for  it  is  a 
superior  judgment — of  my  hon.  friend. 
He  knows  better  than  anybody  else  what 
course  to  take ;  but  with  regard  to  this 
Bill,  or  any  Bill  of  a  similar  character,  the 
Government  cannot,  under  the  circum- 
stances, express  any  opinion. 

♦Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbighshire, 
W.) :  I  personally  doubt  the  propriety 
of  referring  to  the  details  of  the  evidence 
given  before  a  Commission  which  has  not 
yet  reported,  but  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  has  read  the  evidence 

Mr.  Jesse  Collings. 


of  Sir  Harry  Poland,  I  should  like  to 
remind  the  House  that  Sir  Harry  Poland 
stood  almost  alone  in  the  opinion  he 
expressed,  and  that  the  overwhelming 
evidence  given  on  this  particular  point 
was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bill  now 
being  discussed.  The  second  point  to 
which  I  desire  to  allude  is  the  unanimity 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  this  Bill  which 
was  expressed,  long  before  the  Com- 
mission was  appointed,  by  those  really 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
licensing  laws.  We  cannot  have  a 
better  opinion  in  regard  to  a  question  of 
this  character  than  the  opinion  of  the 
justices  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law,  and  I  would  like  to 
state  one  or  two  facts  in  regard  to  the 
unanimity  which  prevails  on  this  point 
Resolutions  have  been  passed  in  favour 
of  this  Bill  by  no  less  than  21  quarter 
sessions  in  England  and  Wales,  18  being 
unanimous ;  by  1 1  city  benches,  10 
being  unanimous ;  and  by  48  benches 
of  borough  justices,  34  being  unanimous. 
In  addition,  very  strong  approval  of 
the  Bill  has  l>een  expressed  by  a  largo 
number  of  county  councils  and  standing 
joint  committees  throughout  the  country. 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
single  Bill  which  has  ever  been  before  the 
Committee  which  has  had  behind  it  such 
an  overwhelming  support  from  those 
authorities  primarily  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  law  to  be  affected 
by  the  Bill.  There  is  one  more  point  to 
which  I  desire  to  allude,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  compensation  which  has  been 
raised  more  than  once  this  afternoon. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  statement  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Bodmin  was  absolutely 
convincing  upon  this  point.  From  1830 
onwards  ne  traced  the  history  of  this 
question,  step  by  step,  and  laid  it  before 
the  House  in  such  a  lucid  manner  that  it 
should  be  impossible  for  anyone  to  have  a 
doubt  in  future  with  regard  to  it.  Dealing 
with  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dundee,  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  tho 
vigorous  expression  of  opinion  he  gave 
in  regard  to  it  represents  the  opinion 
of  his  colleagues;  I  believe  it  is  only 
his  personal  opinion.  But,  apart  from 
this  important  question  of  compen- 
sation, whatever  may  be  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission — and  I  am 
not  going  to  suggest  what  it  is  going  to 
be — it  seems  to  me  that  in  addition  to  the 
Acts  which  have  been  laid  before  the 
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House  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  there  is  the  all-important  fact 
which  ought  to  be  remembered,  namely, 
that  legislation  subsequent  to  1859  is 
quite  as  much  in  favour  of  the  views  he 
holds  upon  the  question  as  the  legislation 
at  the  time  spoken  of.  I  do  not  know 
whether  hon.  Members  recollect  what  took 
place  in  this  House  in  1884,  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  himself  passed 
a  Bill  through  this  House  dealing  with 
"off"  beer  licences,  and  effecting  that 
which  it  is  the  object  of  the  present  Bill 
to  effect  in  regard  to  beerhouses;  but  I 
do  say  that  if  it  was  right  in  1882  to  pass 
an  Act  of  that  character  without  making 
compensation,  it  is  equally  equitable  to  do 
the  same  thing  in  the  present  Bill.  I  hope 
this  Bill  will  not  be  treated  from  a  poli- 
tical standpoint.  I  desire  to  echo  in  the 
strongest  possible  way  what  has  been 
already  said  more  than  once  to-day, 
namely,  that  we  must  endeavour,  what- 
ever our  political  views  may  be,  to  com- 
bine before  any  substantial  progress  is 
made  in  temperance  reform,  and  believing 
as  I  do  that  this  is  absolutely  a  non-party 
question,  and  that  the  Bill  represents 
the  views  of  almost  all  the  justices  of  this 
country  who  are  primarily  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  the  law,  I  hope 
that  we  shall  take  the  second  reading 
without  any  party  consideration. 

Mr.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  :  The  hon.  Member  for  Dundee 
began  his  speech  by  lamenting  the  absence 
of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  I  was 
rather  inclined  to  agree  with  him  that  we 
had  lost  something  by  their  absence,  but 
he  gave  us  such  an  able  exposition  of  the 
Bill  that  I  think  we  have  lost  nothing. 
His  point  seemed  to  be  so  unanswerable 
that  I  was  rather  inclined  not  to  get  up, 
but  allow  the  House  to  go  to  a  division 
upon  the  subject ;  but,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  has  made  one 
or  two  observations  about  this  not  being 
a  political  subject,  I  think  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  upon  it.  Those  of  us 
who  have  listened  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dundee  must  have  been  convinced  that 
people  holding  these  licences  have  invested 
their  money  in  them  on  the  faith  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  In  that  respect  they 
differ  from  the  ordinary  holder  of  ordinary 
licences  of  public-houses,  because  he  knows 
very  well  when  4he  purchases  the  licence 
that  there  is  a  possibility  of  his  being 


deprived  of  it.  That  is  a  condition 
of  most  investments,  but  it  is  not  a- 
condition  which  attaches  in  this  case,  as 
has  been  clearly  shown.  An  hon.  Member' 
says  this  is  not  a  political  question.  It  Is 
not  a  political  question.  It  is  a  question 
of  right  or  wrong ;  it  is  a  question  of 
taking  away  something  a  licensed  holder 
has  because  certain  people  think  the  catise 
of  temperance  may  be  advanced.  The 
cause  of  temperance  is  a  very  good  cause. 
I  should  be  very  loth  to  do  anything 
which  would  in  any  way  tend  to  prevent 
sobriety  prevailing  in  the  land.  Intem- 
perance is  a  very  great  danger  to  any 
State.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  hope 
you  will  not  tamper  with  the  rights  of 
property  in  order  to  further  temperance 
reform.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dundee 
has  said  that  it  was  always  understood 
that  if  a  vested  right  was  a  valuable  right 
it  should  not  be  taken  away  without  com- 
pensation. If  it  is  a  monopoly  it  is  a 
valuable  right.  No  monopoly  would  be 
a  right  unless  it  was  valuable,  and  I  think 
we  may  be  quite  certain  that  these  people 
would  not  retain  their  licences  unless  they 
made  something  out  of  them.  Now  I  do- 
not  wish  to  allude  to  the  Royal  Com- 
mission. My  right  hon.  friend  has  said 
that  it  is  not  right  to  prejudge  the 
evidence  which  they  may  bring  forward 
or  the  conclusions  at  which  they  may 
arrive.  But  it  is  very  evident  that,  should 
the  Royal  Commission  arrive  at  a  con- 
clusion which  is  detrimental  to  public- 
house  proprietary,  their  recommendations 
may  make  those  licences  very  valuable 
assets,  of  which  people  should  not 
be  deprived  without  proper  compensation. 
I  am  afraid  that  I  have  but  weakly  shown 
what  seem  to  me  to  be  strong  grounds 
for  rejecting  this  Bill ;  but  I  nope  that 
every  Member  of  this  House  will  pause 
long  before  he  commits  himself  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Stafford,  Lichfield): 
There  are  other  reasons  than  the  fear  of 
interfering  with  vested  rights — which  the 
House  has  a  perfect  right  to  deal  with  in 
the  interests  of  the  community — which 
incline  me  to  look  with  disfavour  on  the 
Bill.  For  my  part,  I  object  to  giving  the 
magistrates  any  more  power  over  the 
licensing  question  than  they  have  at  the 
present  moment,  and  I  think  that  the 
whole  liquor  question,  including  that 
branch  of  it,  would  be  better  dealt  with 
as  a  whole.    But  I  do  protest  against  the 
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way  in  which  we  have  been  treated  by 
the  representatives  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  They  have  sat  silent  for 
three  parts  of  this  debate,  and  then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Undersecretary 
for  the  Home  Department  gets  up  and 
shelters  himself  behind  the  Royal  Com- 
mission. Of  course,  we  know  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  faith  in  Royal 
Commissions;  but,  unfortunately,  we  have 
not  that  faith  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
In  common  courtesy  to  this  House,  ought 
he  not  to  have  got  up  at  once  when  this 
Debate  began  and  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment, instead  of  simply  allowing  it  to  go 
on,  and  saying  that  for  the  present  the 
Government  could  not  express  an  opinion, 
as  there  was  a  Commission  sitting  upon 
the  question  f 


Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  think  that  this  question 
is  too  important  to  be  disposed  of  by 
flippant  allusions  to  the  Government  or 
the  magistrates.  In  the  last  forty  or  fifty 
years  the  magistrates  have  done  much  to 
reduce  the  excessive  number  of  licences. 
I  cannot  help  remembering  what  has 
taken  place  in  this  House  over  a 
pretty  long  period  of  years  in  respect  to 
this  question.  I  recollect  the  important 
discussion  which  took  place  in  1857  upon 
the  very  question  which  we  are  now  dis- 
cussing, wnen  Lord  Cranbrook  made  his 
first  great  reputation  in  this  House  by  a 
speech  on  the  Beer  Bill  He  introduced  a 
Bill  which  was  intended  to  place  licences 
of  beerhouses  on  the  same  footing  as  fully 
licensed  houses.  The  Bill  was  of  a  some- 
what drastic  character.  It  was  in 
advance  of  public  opinion,  and  this 
House  declined  to  accept  it.  At  the  same 
time,  although  that  Bill  was  defeated  by 
a  small  majority,  it  was  understood  that 
the  Government  of  the  day  would  deal 
with  the  question  itself.  I  do  not  think 
any  special  legislation  took  place  until 
1869,  and  it  is  worth  the  while  of  hon. 
Members  to  refer  to  the  speech  made  by 
Mr.  Hardy.  It  was  a  very  exhaustive 
and  comprehensive  speech,  in  which  he 
demonstrated  the  great  evils  that  accrued 
from  beer  licences  in  the  country,  the  low 
character  of  many  of  the  houses,  and  the 
urgent  need,  in  the  interests  of  morality 
and  the  welfare  of  the  working  classes,  of 
reducing  the  number  of  those  houses  and 
of  raising  the  character  of  those  that 
remained.     But,  as  I  have  said,  nothing 
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has  been  done,  and  up  to  this  day  licences 
to  sell  beer  can  be  obtained  by  simple 
application  to  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities.  That  cannot  be  a  satis- 
factory state  of  things.  I  myself  was, 
many  years  ago,  chairman  of  a  Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  into  a  cer- 
tain branch  of  the  licensing  question, 
namely,  the  grocers'  licences  in  Scotland. 
We  took  evidence  and  made  recommenda- 
tions of  a  much  wider  character  than  were 
incidental  to  the  subject,  and  we  found 
that  there  was  a  great  evil  to  be  remedied 
I  agree  quite  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dundee  that  the  only  effectual  cure  for 
the  existence  of  low-class  houses  entrusted 
with  licences  would  be  to  raise  the  value 
of  the  licences  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  an 
expedient  could  be  found  by  which  com- 
pensation could  be  made  to  those  houses 
which  were  extinguished  out  of  the  in- 
creased receipts  of  the  licence  duty.  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  denied  that  public- 
houses  and  the  majority  of  beer  and  spirit 
licences  should  be  subjected  to  much 
stricter  regulation  than  is  imposed  upon 
them.  I  think  the  very  slightest  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  must  show  that 
it  is  not  one  which  can  be  dealt  with  in 
a  hasty  and  partial  manner.  I  do  not 
know  why  a  reference  to  the  Royal 
Commission  need  excite  the  ridicule 
of  the  House.  The  question  has 
been  referred  to  a  Commission  composed 
of  small  numbers,  and  I  think  a 
Commission  of  small  numbers  is  more 
likely  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
than  a  large  body.  Meanwhile,  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  will  be  possible  to  make 
any  alteration  of  the  law  without  having 
regard  to  the  evidence  given  before  that 
Commission,  and  the  recommendations 
made. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  : 
We  have  had  an  interesting  Debate  this 
afternoon.  There  are  two  points  which 
have  been  raised.  This  first  is  that  the 
Bill  interferes  with  vested  interests,  and 
the  second  is  that  we  ought  to  await  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission.  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  with  all  respect  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  that 
the  first  objection  has  not  been  proved. 
There  are  no  particular  vested  interests 
in  beerhouse  licences  granted  since  1869, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  licences  before 
that  year  should  be  placed  on  a  different 
footing.  Then,  Sir,  there  is  another 
reason  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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the  Under  Secretary.  There  is  one  ad- 
vantage which  we  have  when  the  Under- 
Secretary  speaks,  and  that  is  that  he  is 
always  clear,  though  he  is  not  always  con- 
vincing. I  have  listened  to  his  speech 
with  some  interest  because  I  have  a 
recollection  that  some  years  ago  he  treated 
the  subject  in  a  different  way.  According 
to  his  speech  to-day  we  must  wait  for  the 
Royal  Commission. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  The  Govern- 
ment say  so,  not  I. 

Mr.  DALZIEL :  Then,  Sir,  that  makes 
my  point  all  the  more  important. 
Whether  as  Leader  of  the  House  or 
as  private  Member,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's opinions  are  far  too  well  founded 
to  change,  irrespective  of  the  side  on 
which  he  may  sit.  I  always  read  the 
speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
with  great  interest;  and  therefore  when  he 
made  a  statement  to-day  about  the  folly 
of  going  to  a  division  on  this  question 
before  the  Royal  Commission  had  re- 
ported I  thought  of  another  policy  he 
had  recommended  some  years  ago.  There 
was  an  interesting  little  Bill  in  1894 
before  the  House  on  old  age  pensions, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  to  the 
House  the  advantage  of  his  opinions  upon 
that  Bill.  The  second  reading  took  place 
just  on  the  eve  of  the  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  and  what  did  he  say  in  reply 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  Government  that 
we  should  wait  for  the  Royal  Com- 
mission's report  ?    He  said : 

"  He  hoped  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
would  not  be  deferred  until  the  Royal  Com- 
mission's Report,  as  that  would  mean  the 
hanging  up  ot  the  question  [for  another  year ; 
it  was  an  urgent  question,  at  any  rate  so  far 
as  the  initial  steps  were  concerned,  and  he 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  hon.  Member  would 
carry  the  Bill  to  a  division.  He  (Mr.  Collings) 
should  vote  with  a  better  heart,  and  with  more 
pleasure  than  he  thought  he  had  felt  with 
regard  to  any  vote  he  had  ever  recorded  in  hie 

I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  be  obliged  to  me  for  reminding 
him  of  that  declaration,  because  it 
is  an  important  justification  for  the 
vote  I  am  going  to  give  to-day.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  satisfied  upon  that  point, 
but  I  have  many  more.  I  am  not 
going  to  trouble  him  with  the  quotation 
of  many  opinions,  I  think  I  have  given 
my  best ;  but  I  will  give  him  one  more, 
if  he  is  still  unconvinced,  which  I  am  sure 
will  have  some  weight — the  opinion  of  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, whose  absence  we  deplore,  because 
had  he  been  here  I  am  sure  he  would  have 
given  him  his  advice.  The  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  spoke  at  that  time  as 
member  of  the  Royal  Commission  that 
was  just  about  to  report.  Speaking  on 
the  Bill  he  said : 

"  We  were  dealing  with  a  subject  which  was 
quite  right  for  legislation,  and  with  regard  to 
which  he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  advant- 
age not  only  to  the  public  at  large  but  also  to 
members  of  the  Royal  Commission  that  some 
indication  of  the  feeling  of  that  House  should 
be  given." 

That  is  our  case  to-day.  We  want  to  give 
the  Royal  Commission,  even  at  this  late 
hour,  some  indication  as  to  what  the 
opinion  of  the  House  really  is. 

Mr.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  E) : 
While  the  House  has  greatly  enjoyed  the 
collection  of  ancient  speeches  which  the 
hon.  Member  has  just  presented,  I  hope  he 
will  not  forget  not  only  that  circum- 
stances alter  cases,  but  also  that  there  is 
a  great  difference  between  old  age  pen- 
sions and  the  abolition  of  privileges  which 
have  existed  for  40  or  50  years.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
in  the  speech  which  has  been  quoted, 
described,  and  I  think  rightly  described, 
the  question  of  old  age  pensions  as  an 
urgent  one.  I  venture  to  describe  it  as 
an  urgent  one  still,  and  to  say  that  only  a 
small  number  of  very  estimable  but  some- 
what fanatical  persons  would  describe  a 
question  affecting  the  alteration  of  the 
licensing  law  as  an  urgent  or  even  an  im- 
portant question.  But  I  protest  most 
strongly  against  this  attempt  to  interfere 
with  the  small  licence-holders.  We  hear 
a  great  deal  from  the  other  side  of  the 
House  about  big  brewers  and  tied  houses. 
This  Bill  affects  the  little  man.  You  are 
asked  to  take  from  the  little  men  privi- 
leges which  they  enjoy,  because  the 
majority  of  small  beerhouses  are  not  tied 
houses.  ("  Oh  !  ")  I  adhere  to  what  I 
said.  I  know  an  attempt  is  being  made 
to  make  them  tied  houses,  but  I  say  unhesi- 
tatingly that  the  majority  of  these  houses 
in  the  country — and  I  have  had  great  ex- 
perience on  the  subject  in  one  of  the 
counties  of  England — are  not  tied  houses. 
I  know  that  in  London  there  has  been  an 
attempt,  and  is  an  attempt,  to  secure  to  a 
larger  extent  than  has  hitherto  pre- 
vaiTed  the  principle  of  tied  houses  by 
buying  up  small  beerhouses.    With  the 
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greatest  respect  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bodmin,  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  opinion  of  Sir  Harry 
Poland  on  licensing  law  is  at  least  of 
equal  value  to  that  of  the  ri§ht  hon. 
Gentleman ;  and  he  clearly  points  out 
that  these  beerhouses  are  a  vested 
interest.  What  does  this  Bill  do  ?  I  am 
constantly  hearing,  outside  the  House  and 
inside,  that  it  is  the  publican  who  is  to  be 
evicted  and  compensated,  and  not  the 
brewer,  the  shareholder,  or  the  capitalist ; 
but  this  Bill  attacks  the  smallest  man  of 
the  whole  of  this  great  trade  or 
machinery,  and  practically  turns  him  out 
into  the  street.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
law  as  it  exists  at  present  is  very  unjust. 
While  the  magistrate  who  holds  shares  in 
a  railway  company  is  unable  to  adjudi- 
cate in  his  own  division  in  matters  in 
which  that  company  is  concerned  because 
he  is  "an  interested  person,"  every 
teetotal  advocate,  every  gentleman  who 
has  been  put  upon  the  bench  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  he  is  an  opponent  of  the 
licensing  interest,  or  for  political  services 
rendered  to  his  party,  sits  on  the  licensing 
committees.  These  are  the  people  who 
have  carried,  practically  unanimously,  the 
resolutions  in  favour  of  extending  their 
own  power.  They  are,  therefore,  the 
resolutions  of  interested  parties — not  in- 
terested pecuniarily,  but  in  other  ways. 
What  I  would  venture  to  suggest  to  the 
House  is  that  the  Debate  should  now  be 
adjourned.  I  think  we  have  had  enough 
surprises  this  afternoon,  and  I  therefore 
beg  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
Debate. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  cannot  accept  it  at 
this  hour  of  the  afternoon.  If  the  motion 
had  been  made  at  an  early  stage,  and 
l»efore  the  Bill  had  been  fully  discussed,  it 
might  have  been  different ;  but  I  cannot 
accept  it  at  this  stage,  when  there  is 
a  prospect  of  an  early  division. 

Mr.  EVERSHED  (Staffordshire,  Bur- 
ton) :  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
would  be  unfair  and  unwise  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
Bill  which  has  come  before  us  in  such  an 
unexpected  manner.  I  admit  at  once  that 
there  is  something  anomalous  in  the  state 
of  the  law  affecting  beerhouses  and  other 
licensed  properties.  I  can  only  say  that 
whenever  this  House,  if  I  am  a  Member 
of  it,  comes  to  deal  with  a  question  which 
gives  greater  facility  to  the  securing  of 

Mr.  Richards. 


justice  to  publicans,  and  which  in  any  way 
advances  the  cause  of  temperance,  1  shall 
vote  for  it.  But  I  am  bound  to  confess 
that,  as  far  as  temperance  is  concerned,  I 
shall  draw  the  line  at  the  point  where  the 
liberty  of  the  subject  is  in  any  way 
affected.  So  far  as  this  Bill  is  concerned, 
I  venture  to  think  that  it  cannot  be  very 
satisfactory  even  to  the  promoters,  even  if 
they  pass  it  this  afternoon,  because  it 
comes  before  us  in  such  an  unexpected 
manner.  I  venture  to  say  that 
neither  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  who  represents  the  Government 
nor  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  had  any  idea  that  this  question 
would  come  up.  If  we  pass  this  Bill 
without  compensation  to  those  from  whom 
we  take  property,  all  1  can  say  is  that  the 
country  will  not  have  much  respect  for 
the  decision  arrived  at.  I  venture  to  say 
that  there  is  no  pressing  hurry  in  this 
matter.  A  Royal  Commission  is  about  to 
report.  These  small  houses  are  as  well 
conducted  as  any  other  licensed  property. 
They  serve  the  poorer  class  of  thu 
country,  and  great  harm  would  be  done 
to  that  class  if  this  subject  were  disposed 
of  hurriedly.  I  quite  understand  that 
there  can  be  no  reason  why  a  hurried 
vote  should  be  taken  now,  and  I  certainly 
think  that  this  matter  can  be  left  until 
the  Commission  which  is  now  sitting  has 
made  its  Report. 

♦Mr.  TOMLINSON  (PrestonJ :  The 
time  has  come  when  it  seems  desirable 
that  the  issue  should  be  put  before  this 
House  in  a  definite  and  concrete 
form,  and  I  propose  to  conclude  my 
remarks  by  moving  an  Amendment 
that  this  Bill  shall  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  three  months.  It  is  quite  clear, 
although  some  hon.  Members  do  not  seem 
to  know  what  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  1869  are,  that  it  is  a  question  of 
justice.  It  appears  to  me  that  no  one 
could  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
Bill  was  just  who  understood  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1869.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Lichfield  Division 
evidently  does  not  appreciate  the  scheme 
of  that  Act.  It  is  common  know- 
ledge now  that  the  intention  of  that 
Act  was  that  in  future  there  should  be 
no  fresh  grant  of  Excise  beerhouse  licences, 
and  that  all  licences,  whether  of  beerhouses 
or  houses  where  other  intoxicating  liquors 
were  sold,  should  in  future  come  under  the 
control  of  the  magistrates.    That  was 
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■entirely  a  new  departure.     Previous  to 
that  time  anybody  who  could  get  a  licence 
from  the  Excise  could  retail  beer,  and  it  ■ 
was  felt  that  if  all  existing  licences  of  j 
that  kind  were  put  under  the  control  of 
the   magistrates    the    men    who  had 
obtained   them,   and   had  by   carrying 1 
on  their   business  acquired  a  valuable 
privilege,    would     be    put    into  an 
inferior  position.     In  1869  Parliament 
had  regard  to  vested  interests  and  vested 
rights,  and  it  was  not  thought  right  that 
Parliament  should  take   away  without 
compensation     that    which    they  had 
granted.      Consequently   licences  then 
existing  were  preserved  under  the  con- 
ditions on  which  they  had  been  granted. 
Section  4  of  the  Act  provided  for  the 
extinction  in  future  of  fresh  licences  by 
enacting   that  no  licences   or  renewals 
of  licences  should  l>c  granted5  except  on 
the  production  of  a  certificate.  Section 
6  provided   a   form  of  the  certificate, 
which  should  remain  in  force  for  one 
year.    The  object  of  granting  the  cer- 
tificate was  to  preserve  the  right  which 
the  holders  of  the  Excise  licences  had 
acquired  under  the  Act  of  1869.  This 
Bill  seeks  to  put  these  licences  on  the 
same  footing  as  licences  granted  by  the 
magistrates,  which  would  place  them  in 
an  inferior  position  in  point  of  stability 
to  that  which  they  at  present  hold.  The 
result  of  the  Act  of  1869  was  to  give 
that  value  to    beerhouses  which  has 
enabled  the  brewers  to  have  that  hold 
upon  them  that  they  have  now,  and  it  is 
under  that  Act  that  the  tied  house 
system    has   grown    up.     When  the 
licensing  laws  come  to  be  discussed  the 
tied  house  question  will  be  one  of  the 
great  questions  which  will  have  to  be 
dealt  with.    That  is  one  of  the  draw- 
backs to  the  Act  of  1869,  but  the 
wisdom  of  that  policy  is  not  now  in  con- 
tention.   What  we  have  to  deal  with  on 
the  Bill  is  a  question  of  justice.    Are  we 
now  to  take  away  without  compensation 
rights  which  were  given  by  Parliament 
in  1869  1   Only  one  hon.  Member  in  the 
debate  has  justified  that.    He  said  Parlia- 
ment had  impaired  some  of  the  rights 
reserved  by  the  Act  of  1869  by  the  Act 
of  1884  ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
there  must  have  been  some  exceptional 
ground  for  the  treatment  then  accorded 
to  certain  licences.  But,  if  not,  I  decline, 
because  Parliament  committed  an  error 
in  1884,  to  commit  an  error  now.  That 
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being  so,  I  beg  to  move  that  this  Bill  l>e 
read  a  second  time  this  da}'  three  months. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'  To  leave  out  the  word  'now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  tlie  question  to  mid  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.' " — (Mr.  Tomlitison.) 

Question  proposed  - 

"That  the  word  'now'  stand  i«ut  of  the 
question." 

•MR.  H.  LEW  IS  (Flint  Boroughs) : 
This  Bill  has  been  on  the  Order  Book  for 
to-day  for  the  last  two  months  and  I  do 
not  think  that  it  lies  in  the  mouth  of 
any  hon.  Member  to  complain  that  this 
question  has  come  on  unexpectedly.  The 
Bill  is  not  a  party  measure,  and  has  been 
introduced  by  hon.  Members  on  l>oth 
sides  of  the  House.  All  over  the  country 
resolutions  have  been  passed  in  favour 
of  the  Bill.  The  courts  of  quarter 
sessions  in  the  most  important  counties 
and  the  licensing  benches  in  the  largest 
towns  have  passed  resolutions  in  favour 
of  it.  They  have  done  so  because  they 
have  no  power  to  interfere  with  these 
beerhouses  on  several  grounds  which 
apply  to  fully  licensed  houses.  Suppos- 
ing a  l>eerhouse  is  insanitary,  or  devoid 
of  proper  sanitary  accommodation,  the 
licence  cannot  be  interfered  with  or  taken 
away ;  nor  can  the  magistrates  interfere  if 
it  is  conducted  in  an  objectionable  manner, 
or  if  it  is  not  required  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  neighbourhood  in  which  it  is 
situated.  Therefore  it  is  not  surprising 
that  benches  of  magistrates,  without  dis- 
tinction of  political  colour,  have  supported 
this  Bill.  The  question  of  compensation 
which  some  hon.  Members  have  sought  to 
raise  upon  this  Bill  has  been  settled 
definitely  by  a  Conservative  Government, 
and  I  commend  the  Bill  to  the  support 
of  a  large  number  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  either  side  of  this  House  who  wish 
to  take  some  step  in  the  direction  of 
licensing  reform. 

Sir  W.  HOULDSWORTH  (Manches- 
ter, N.W.) :  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  almost  an 
unanimous  opinion  that  these  houses, 
under  proper  conditions,  should  be  placed 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates, 
and  I  think  the  argument  brought  for- 
ward by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has 
brought  that  out.  All  this  debate  comes 
to  is  a  question  of  compensation,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  that  comes  in  at  all.  This 
Bill  has  Ijccii  spoken  of  as  if  it  was  an 
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abolition  bill,  which  it  is  not.    If  this  will  participate  in  that  compensation  in 


Bill  passes  there  would  be  no  alteration 
whatever,  so  far  as  the  beerhouses  were 
concerned,  so  long  as  the  magistrates  in 
their  discretion  issued  the  licences.  If  at 
any  time  the  justices  exercised  their 
discretion  and  put  down  some  of  these 
beerhouses,  then  they  would  have  com- 
pensation in  the  ordinary  way.  If 
compensation  is  given  under  a  new  Act 
after  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
or  by  the  will  of  the  House,  these  beerhouses 


f>recisely  the  same  way  as  any  other 
icensed*  houses.  The  only  thing  we  have 
to  consider  is  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
put  these  houses  on  the  same  footing  as 
other  licensed  houses,  and  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be 
most  desirable  to  do  so. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes,  138:  noes, 
183  (Division  List,  No.  177). 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,  \Vm.  (New.  u.  Lyme) 

Arrol,  Sir  William 

Baird,  John  George  Alexander 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  ('.  It. 

Biddulph.  Michael 

Bill8on.  Alfred 

Birrell.  Augustine 

Blake,  Edward 

Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling  , 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Brown,  Alexander  H. 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow)  ! 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H.  • 

Cawley,  Frederick  i 

Charming,  Francis  Allston  ! 

Colville,  John  j 

Courtney,  Kt.  Hon  L.  H. 

Crombie,  John  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  M.  V.-  (Cardigan) 

Davitt,  Michael  1 

Denny,  Colonel  , 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South' ton)  i 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith)  ! 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry  I 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  J. 

<  iourley,  Sir  Edward  T.  ! 

( iurdon,  Sir  Win.  Brampton 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 

Hobhouse,  Henry 

Holland,  W.  H.  (Vork.W.  R.)  i 

Horniman,  Frederick  John 

Howard,  Joseph 


AYES. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 

Jaooby/James  Alfred 

Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 

Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 

Kay- Shut tleworth,  RtHnSrl'. 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 

Kin  loch.  Sir  John  George  S. 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Labouchere,  Henry 

Lamliert,  George 

Langley,  Batty 

Laurie,  Lieut. -General 

Lawson.  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Lloyd -George,  David 

Lueas-Shadwell,  William 

Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 

\i 'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 

M'Ghee,  Richard 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Killop,  James 

M'Laren,  Charles  ltenjamin 

Maddison,  Fred. 

Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 

Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 

Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 

Montagu.  Sir  S.  ( Whitechapel ) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 

Morgan.W.  Pritchd.  ( Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshi're) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.C.(Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  Ch.  M.  (Durham) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer  , 
Paul  ton,  James  M  ell  or 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland)  1 
Pease,HerbertPike(Darlingt'n 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumh.)  1 
Pesse,  SirJoseph  W.(Durham)  ; 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryhurgh 


:  Richardson,  J. (Durham,  S.E.) 

i  Rickett,  J.  Compton 

'  Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 

Robson,  William  Snowdon 
I  Round,  James 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
|  Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Ferfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
,  Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westnieath) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox.Univ.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thoma8,A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alf.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philii»s 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton.  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St  Pancras) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Willox.  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  (Varies  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York.W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.> 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbro') 
Woodall,  William 
Woodhouse,SirJ.T.(  H'dd'rsf  d) 
Woods.  Samuel 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Telleks  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Herbert  Lewia  and  Sir 
William  Houldsworth. 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baldwin,  Alfred 

Sir  IK  Huithhimrth, 


NOES  . 

Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barrv,RtHnAHSmith-(Hunts 
Beach. Rt  Hn  Sir  M  H  (Bristol) 
Begg.  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bethell.  Commander 


,  Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 

Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn> 

Brassey,  Albert 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
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,  Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
'  Greene,  H.  I).  (Shrewsbury) 

(ireene,  W.  it.  (Carabs.) 
1  G.-etton,  John 
!  (Jreville,  Hon.  Ronald 

Gunter,  Colonel 
;  Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
,  Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatch,  Ernest  Freak.  Ceo. 
Heath,  James 
I  Heaton,  John  Hennikev 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Kemp,  George 
Kenyon,  James 
Kimber,  Henry 
I  Kinjr,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 

Knowles,  Lees 
,  Lawson,  John  G  rant  (Yorka.) 
1  Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Llewellyn,  EvanH.  (Somerset) 
)  Llewelyn,Sir  Dill  wyn- (Swan.) 
I  Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 

Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
I  Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
j  Lome,  Marquess  of 
J  Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  Ja*.  (Kent) 

Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
;  Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
1  Mac Aleese,  Daniel 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M-Calmont,  H.  L.  B.  (Cam be.) 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'lver,  SirLewis(Ed'nb'gh,W. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Edw.  Win.  J. 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blnndell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mil  bank,  Sir  Powlett  Clias.  J. 
Mihvard,  Colonel  Victor 
More,  Robt.  J  asper(  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  H  n.  Fred .  ( Monm'thsh 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Samuel 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Mnntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,Rt.HnAGraham(Bute 
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Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brvmer,  William  Ernest 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutt*.  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  A.(Glasg. 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  It.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe(  Heref  d) 
Corn  wal  1  is,  FiennesStanley  W . 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herb.  Shep.  (Bolton) 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Karl  of 
Maries,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Dougl as- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Drucker,  A. 

Dyke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Wra.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Everslied,  Sydney 
Fergusson.Rt.  H  n.SirJ(Manc'r 
Finch,  George  II. 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,Sir  Robert  Penrose - 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Vi«count 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Calloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 

Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H(CityofLond.  ; 
Cibbs,  Hn.  Vicary(St.  Albans)  , 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders  ' 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk.  j 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-Ceneral  | 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex)  I 
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Myers,  William  Heniy 
Newdigate,  FrancisAlexander 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny)  • 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Pun-is,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came' 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford)  • 
Richardson,SirTlios.(Hartle|)'I 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Rutherford,  John 
Saasoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Eiward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sidebottom,  T.  H.  (Stalybr.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  E.  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  H.  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  l^ord  (Lancashire) 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Talbot,  Lord  h.  (Chichester) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tully,  Jasper 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Verney,  Hon.  Kir  hard  G. 
Vincent, Col.  SirC.E.  Howard! 
Walrontl.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  II. 
Warner,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  K. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  V.- 
Whiteley,  11.  (Ashton-und.-L.) 
Whitmore.  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Joseph  P.-  (Birm.) 
Wilson-Todd.  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHnKR  (Bath) 
Wyndham,  (ieorge 
Wyndham-t/uin,  IVIajorW.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Com.  (Berks,  E.) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Tellers   for  the  Noes — 

Mr.    Tomlinson  and  Mr. 

Duncombe. 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 


Second  Reading 
months. 


put  off   for  three 


not  actuated  by  prejudice  are  in  favour  of 
the  principle  of  this  measure.  The  law 
of  primogeniture  is  an  anachronism  which 
cannot  be  defended  on  any  social  or  poli- 
tical ground,  and  one  that  has  too  long, 
survived  on  the  Statute  Book.  That 
being  so,  I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill. 


SUCCESSION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
(SECOND  READING). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.    THOMAS    SHAW     (Hawick      Motion    made,    and    Question  pro- 


Burghs)  :  The  main  object  of  this  Bill  is 
to  abolish  the  law  of  primogeniture  in 


posed — 


Scotland.    All  reasonable  men  who  arc  :  ti,„e. 


"  That  the  Bill   be  now  read  a  second 
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♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
JIurray,  Buteshire) :  Whatever  may  be 
said  about  the  law  of  primogeniture,  I  ■ 
think  the  House  generally  will  agree  that 
it  has  lasted  so  long  that  it  should  not  be 
done  to  death  at  a  quarter  past  five  on  a  ' 
■Wednesday  afternoon.  This  Bill  does  a 
lot  of  other  things  besides  doing  away  with 
the  law  of  primogeniture,  and  will  make  a 
considerable  change  in  the  position  and 
rightsof  huslwmds,  wives,  and  children  with 
respect  to  heritable  property.  It  goes  on  \ 
with  a  clause  by  which  it  abolishes  the  j 
possibility  of  making  entails  in  Scot-  ; 
land.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  "  Hear,  hear,"  but  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  he  has  considered  what 
the  practical  result  of  the  provision  would 
be.  While  it  would  leave  a  man  power 
to  tie  up  his  property  by  deed  so  far 
as  any  property  is  concerned,  so  far  as  the 
Finance  Act  is  concerned,  it  would  place 
the  unfortunate  Scotchman  in  an  infi- 
nitely worse  position  than  his  English 
brother.  I  only  mentioned  this  fact  to 
show  that  legislation  at  5.15  on  a  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  is  not  very  safe  work, 
and  1  do  not  think  my  hon.  friend  can 
believe  seriously  that  we  can  take  this 
Bill  at  such  an  hour.  There  are  also 
other  considerations  of  another  kind. 
The  House  will  remember  what  I 
attempted  to  suggest  so  far  as  Scotland 
is  concerned.  Anyone  who  wishes  to 
leave  his  heritable  property  between 
his  children  can  do  so,  if  he  is  so  minded. 
There  is  no  popular  force  of  feeling 
behind  this  Bill,  and  what  I  venture  to 
say  is  that  when  you  are  going  to  make 
a  general  change  in  the  laws  of  succession 
which  have  been  in  force  a  long  time, 
and  are  well  understood,  it  is  a  matter 
which  requires  very  grave  consideration. 
And  I  may  also  point  out  that  it  is  a 
matter  which  ought  to  be  taken  up  by 
the  responsible  Government  of  the  day, 
and  not  put  forward  by  a  private  Bill.  I 
am  not  complaining  that  it  has  been  j 
brought  forward  by  a  private  Bill,  but  I  \ 
do  say  the  House  can  scarcely  be  expected  1 
to  pass  such  a  Bill  at  this  time  of  the  day.  I 
I  beg  to  move  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 


alter  a  law  which  has  been  in  existence 
for  centuries.  (Cries  of  "  Divide.")  Hon. 
Members  ciy  "Divide."  As  I  said  before, 
this  Bill,  if  passed,  is  going  to  alter  a  law 
which  has  been  in  existence  for  centuries ; 
and  after  a  debate  of  three  minutes,  when 
a  Member  gets  up  who  does  not  often 
trouble  the  House,  to  express  his  views 
upon  the  subject,  hon.  Members  cry 
"  Divide  "  

It  being  half-past  five  of  the  clock,  the 
Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Wednesday, 
2l8t  June. 


V  HIV  ATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN, 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION,  AND  THE  GREAT 
SOI  THERN  AND  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY BILLS. 

Sir  Robert  Penrose-Fitzgerald  reported 
from  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
and  other  Bills,  that  the  parties  pro- 
moting the  Great  Southern  and  Western, 
and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation,  and 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Bills  had  stated  that  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Henry  Plews,  general 
manager  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
(Ireland),  Amiens  Street  Terminus, 
Dublin,  was  essential  to  their  case ;  and 
it  having  been  proved  that  his  attend- 
ance could  not  be  procured  without  the 
intervention  of  the  House,  he  had  been 
instructed  to  move  that  the  said  Henry 
Plews  do  attend  the  said  Committee  to- 
morrow, at  twelve  of  the  clock. 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Henry  Plews  do 
attend  the  Committee  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western,  and  Waterford, 
Limerick,  and  Western  Railway  Com- 
panies Amalgamation,  and  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  Bills  to- 
morrow, at  twelve  of  the  clock. 


PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  BANBURY  (who  was  very  lm- 
perfectly  heard)  was  understood  to  say  : ,     Sixth  report  brought  up  and  read  ,  to 
Whether  or  not  the  law  of  primogeniture  lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  pnntea. 
ought  to  be  abolished  is  a  matter  which  j 

requires  tjreat  consideration.    It  seems  to  ,         [Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minute 
me  that  this  Bill,  if  passed,  is  going  to  before  Six  o  clock. 
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Thursday,  Slh  June  1899. 


NEW  PEEK. 
The  Lord  Monson — Sat  first  in  Parlia- 
ment after  the  death  of  his  brother. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


OWENS  COLLEGE,  MANCHESTER, 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Attorney- 
General  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
'  the  Table. 

NORTH-WEST  LONDON  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

AYR   BURGH  BILL. 
Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 

BROOKE'S  PARK  (LONDONDERRY) 
BILL. 

Committed  for  Tuesday  next. 

NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 
The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn ;  the  order  made  on  the 
28th  of  April  last  discharged ;  and  Bill 
committed. 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  AND  TOWN 
GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

ST.  ALBANS  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

HI  LL.  BARNSLEY,  AND  WEST  RIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  TRAMWAYS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee : 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties  having  appeared  in  opposition 
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thereto ;'  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table :  The  orders  made  on  the  13th  of 
March  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and 
Bill  committed. 

MARYPORT  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lords]. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee : 
That  it  is  not  expedient  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

BUENOS  AYRE8  AND  PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported  with  Amendments 

LISBURN  TOWN  COMMISSIONERS 
BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

LONDON,    BRIGHTON,   AND  SOUTH- 
COAST  RAILWAY  (PENSIONS)  BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL  [Lords]. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER  BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION 
BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed:  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

CORK  CORPORATION  (FINANCE) 
BILL. 

Read  2»,  and  committed. 

EAST  LONDON  WATER  BILL. 
Read  2',  and  committed  :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

GREAT  WESTERN  AND  GREAT  CEN- 
TRAL RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Read  2',  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS) 
BILL. 

Read  2",  and  committed  :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 
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MANCHESTER   CORPORATION  (GENE- 
RAL POWERS)  BILL. 

Read  2",  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittee to  l>e  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

SOUTH      STAFFORDSHIRE  STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE  BILL. 

Read  2\  and  committed. 

REDDITCH  GAS  BILL. 
Read  2",  and  committed. 

MILTON  CREEK  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

Read  2",  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

NORTH   PEMBROKESHIRE  AND  FISH- 
GUARD RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed  for  Monday 
next. 

UXBRIDGE    AND  RICKMANSWORTH 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2',  and  committed. 

OWEN'S  COLLEGE,  MANCHESTER 
BILL. 

Read  2n  (according  to  order). 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reading  3' ;  Amendments  made  ;  Bill 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1" ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

ARBROATH  CORPORATION  GAS  BILL 
[Lords], 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

KEW  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lords]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 

to. 

BRYNMAWR  AND  WESTERN  VALLEYS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  following  Lords  he  proposed  to 
the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee 
for  the  consideration  of  the  said  Bills  : 
(viz.)— 

M.  Bristol, 
E.  Bathurst, 

E.  Camperdown  (chairman), 
L.  Seaton, 

L.  Shute  (V.  Barrington); 


GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LONDON)  BILL  [Lords]. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

STOCKPORT  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

SCUNTHORPE  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS 
AND  WATER  BILL. 

GOOLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES BILL. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock  ;  and  all 
petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the 
Bills. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 
Report  to  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners  for  England  and 
Wales  under  the  Endowed  Schools  Acts, 
1869-1889,  for  the  year  1898. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  2282.  Brazil  (Bahia) ; 
No.  2283.  France  (Nice  and  District) ; 
No.  2284.  Brazil  (Rio  de  Janeiro) ; 
No.  2285.  Denmark  (Iceland) ; 
No.  2286.  Turkey  (Beirut  and  the  coast 
of  Syria). 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  13  (1899). 
Accession  of  Japan  to  the  International 
Union  for  the  protection  of  literary  and 
artistic  works,  15th  July,  1899. 

NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY. 

Forty-second  Annual  Report  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery 
(1899). 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 
Further  correspondence  relating  to  the 
claim  of  the  South  African  Republic  for 
damages  on  account  of  the  Jameson  raid. 
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Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  May  30,  1899, 
declaring  that  James  Muspratt,  auxiliary 
postman,  London,  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, was  appointed  without  a  Civil 
Service  certificate  through  inadvertence 
on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  department. 
Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITION. 


AGRICULTURAL  RATES  ACT,  1896. 

Petition  for  amendment  of ;  of  Tithe- 
owning  Clergy  of  England  and  Wales, 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC — BLOEM- 
FONTEIN  CONFERENCE. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPERDOWN :  My 
Lords,  seeing  the  noble  Earl,  the  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  in  his  place,  I 
wish  to  ask  him  whether  he  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  any  information  to  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  negotiations  which 
have  recently  taken  place  between  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  and  the  President  of  the 
Transvaal  Republic. 

The  UNDER-SECRETARY  of  STATE 
tor  the  COLONIES  (The  Earl  of  SEL- 
BORNE) :  My  Lords,  it  is  unfortunately 
true  that  the  Conference  has  broken  up 
without  any  result,  and  a  new  situation 
has  thus  been  created.  President  Kruger 
has  rejected  the  proposals  for  a  settlement 
offered  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and  the 
alternative  suggested  by  him  was  con- 
sidered by  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and  is  now 
considered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
as  entirely  inadequate.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  yet  received  the 
Memorandum  which  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
informs  them  he  has  communicated  to  the 
Press  on  the  subject  of  the  Conference. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  understood 
that  this  Memorandum  would  be  tele- 
graphed by  Reuter  verbatim  to  this 
country,  but  owing  to  some  unexplained 
cause  it  has  not  yet  arrived.  I  am  there- 
fore unable  to  say  whether  the  statement 


of  the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic,  which  has  been  published  in  the 
meantime,  agrees  in  all  respects  with  Sir 
Alfred  Milner's  account.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  understand  that  the  discus- 
sion turned  mainly  on  the  question  of  the 
franchise.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  was  of 
opinion  that  the  exclusion  of  the  Uit- 
landers  from  representation  was  the  root 
of  the  difficulties  which  has  arisen,  and 
that  it  was  desirable,  if  possible,  to  come 
to  an  arrangement  on  this  point  before 
dealing  with  other  questions  in 
dispute  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Sir  Alfred  Milner  asked  that 
the  franchise  should  be  given  to  all 
naturalised  aliens  who  have  resided  five 
years  in  the  country,  with  retrospective 
effect,  and  a  fair  amount  of  representa- 
tion be  conceded  to  the  new  population. 
President  Kruger's  proposal  was  sub- 
stantially as  follows :  First,  that  aliens 
who  were  resident  in  the  country  before 
1890  might  naturalise  and  have  the  full 
franchise  in  two  years'  time ;  secondly, 
that  the  bulk  of  the  Uitlanders  might  be 
naturalised  in  two  years'  time  and  might 
receive  the  franchise  five  years  later — that 
is  to  say,  in  seven  years  from  the  present 
time.  Between  the  period  of  naturalisa- 
tion and  that  of  receiving  the  franchise 
they  would  have  to  abandon  their  present 
nationality  and  would  have  no  rights  of 
nationality  in  the  Transvaal.  The  Presi- 
dent also  attached  to  his  offer  certain  con- 
ditions as  to  a  pecuniary  qualification,  and 
the  proof  of  possession  of  civil  rights  in 
the  country  from  which  the  alien  had 
come.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  further 
condition  that  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of 
the  burghers  would  be  required  to  con- 
firm the  possession  of  the  franchise  would 
be  insisted  upon.  The  President  agreed 
that  three  members  might  be  added  to 
the  representation  of  the  mining  districts, 
thus  giving  to  them  five  members  out  of 
a  total  of  31.  According  to  these  pro- 
posals, no  change  whatever  would  take 
place  for  two  years,  and  then  only  in  the 
case  of  a  small  majority  of  the  Uitlanders 
who  had  resided  eleven  years  in  the 
Transvaal.  The  whole  of  these  proposals 
were  made  subject  to  an  agreement  by 
this  country  to  refer  all  differences  with 
the  Transvaal  to  the  arbitration  of  a 
foreign  Power.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  con- 
sidered these  proposals  as  altogether  in- 
adequate, and  further  informed  the 
President  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  not  consent  to  the  intervention  of 

Y  2 


599 


The  Soudan 


{LORDS} 


Campaign. 


600 


any  foreign  Power  in  disputes  l>etween 
themselves  and  the  Government  of 
the  South  African  Republic.  The 
President  also  asked  for  the  in- 
corporation of  Swaziland,  but  does 
not  appear  to  have  pressed  this 
claim.  He  also  demanded  that  the 
question  of  an  indemnity  for  the  Jameson 
raid  should  be  settled,  and  was  informed 
by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  that  the  British 
South  Africa  Company  had  agreed,  in  a 
despatch  which  was  then  on  its  way,  that, 
while  protesting  against  the  amount  of 
the  claim  sent  in  as  altogether  unreason- 
able, they  would  nevertheless  consent  to 
submit  to  arbitration  the  amount  of 
damages  for  any  material  injury  suffered 
by  the  Transvaal  in  consequence  of  the 
Jameson  raid.  The  question  of  the 
dynamite  monopoly  was  touched  upon, 
but,  in  view  of  the  failure  to  come  to  an 
agreement  with  regard  to  the  franchise, 
it  was  reserved  for  further  discussion 
between  the  two  Governments.  I  have 
to  add  that  the  despatch  in  response  to 
the  petition  of  the  Uitlanders  to  the 
Queen,  which  was  sent  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner before  the  invitation  to  the 
Conference  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Orange  Free  State,  and  which 
has  been  held  back  pending  the  result 
of  the  Conference,  will  now  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic,  and,  as  soon  as  they 
have  received  it,  will  be  laid  on  the  Table 
with  other  papers,  including  the  petition 
of  the  Uitlanders  to  the  Queen,  and  the 
counter-petition  of  other  Uitlanders  to 
the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic. 


THE  SOUDAN  CAMPAIGN,  1898. 
Moved — 

"That  Standing  Order  No.  XXI.  be  con- 
sidered in  order  to  its  lieing  suspended  for 
this  day's  sitting."— [The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
accordingly. 

Moved — 

"That  the  consideration  of  the  Queen's 
Message  and  the  Motion  for  according  the 
thanks  of  this  House  to  the  forces  engaged  in 
the  recent  operations  in  the  Soudan  have  pre- 
cedence of  the  Orders  of  the  Day."— 
Marquess  of  Salisbury.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
accordingly. 


The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (the  Marquess  ofSalisbury)  : 
My  Lords,  the  first  motion  which  I  have 
to  submit  to  you  is  that  Her  Majesty's 
Gracious  Message  with  reference  to  Lord 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum  be  taken  into 
consideration.  It  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  any  arguments  will  be  needed  to 
commend  this  course  to  your  Lord- 
ships. Lord  Kitchener  has  received 
from  Her  Majesty  the  high  honour  of 
a  seat  in  this  House,  in  recognition 
of  his  great  achievements,  and  the 
honour  that  has  been  paid  to  him 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  the  people 
of  this  country  entirely  associate  them- 
selves with  the  action  of  Her  Majesty  in 
conferring  that  honour  upon  him.  But, 
if  that  honour  was  to  be  paid,  it  is  in 
accordance  with  precedent,  and  I  think 
obviously  suitable  and  proper,  that  some 
means  should  be  provided  for  maintaining 
the  dignity  thus  conferred.  It  has  been 
done  so  frequently,  and,  so  far  as  this 
House  is  concerned,  so  entirely  without 
protest  or  without  difference  of  opinion, 
that  I  think  I  may,  without  further  pre- 
face, move  that  this  House  will  be  ready 
to  concur  with  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment in  making  a  provision  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
Message. 

The  EARL  of  KIMBERLEY :  My 
Lords,  I  need  scarcely  assure  your  Lord- 
ships that  I  most  cordially  concur  in  the 
motion  that  has  been  made  by  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite,  and  I  shall  follow  his 
example  in  not,  on  this  occasion,  attempt- 
ing to  pronounce  a  eulogy  on  the  conduct 
of  Lord  Kitchener,  because  we  have  all  of 
us,  I  think,  repeatedly  expressed  our 
opinion  very  strongly  on  the  subject,  and 
I  do  not  suppose  that  upon  the  main 
question  of  the  reward  which  is  proposed 
to  be  conferred  on  Lord  Kitchener  there 
will  be  any  difference  of  opinion.  But, 
while  I  say  that,  I  feel  myself  compelled 
to  make  an  allusion  to  one  discordant 
note,  and  that  is  the  feeling  which  has 
been  excited  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
body  of  the  Mahdi  was  disposed  of.  For 
my  part  I  wish  to  say,  and  I  am  sure  I 
shall  have  the  sympathy  of  everyone 
here  present,  that  I  have  no  feeling  what- 
soever specially  for  the  Mahdi.  On  the 
contrary,  I  conceive  as  wholly  pernicious 
his  appearance  as  a  false  prophet ;  and  if 
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I  make  any  remarks  on  this  subject,  it 
is  only  upon  tho  general  feeling  which 
I  believe  to  be  shared  by  most  people, 
if  not  by  all,  that  it  is  necessary 
to  be  extremely  careful  in  dealing  with 
any  question  which  affects  the  dead.  We 
all,  I  think,  feel  that  with  the  dead  we 
can  have  no  war ;  but  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances it  appears  to  have  been 
thought — and  I  am  not  at  all  inclined  to 
contest  the  opinion  of  those  who  were  on 
the  spot,  and  were  best  able  to  form  an 
opinion — that  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  remove  the  tomb  where  the  Mahdi  had 
been  interred,  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  its  becoming  afterwards  a  focus  of  dis- 
content and  a  rallying  point  for  any  who 
might  still  feel  any  sympathy  with  the 
Mahdi  and  his  disciples.  It  is  not  upon 
that  ground  that  I  make  the  observation 
which  I  feel  compelled  to  make  on  this 
occasion.  But  I  think  that,  after  making 
every  allowance  for  the  reasons  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  it  is  a  matter  for  some 
regret  that  the  way  in  which  the  remains 
of  the  Mahdi  were  disposed  of  was  not 
entirely  consonant  with  our  feelings  with 
regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  dead.  It  is 
a  subject  which  is  very  distasteful  to  me 
to  allude  to,  and  I  am  not  at  all  disposed 
to  pursue  it  on  this  occasion.  Neither  do 
I  wiah  to  be  supposed  to  be  strongly 
condemning  the  proceedings  which  were 
sanctioned  by  the  distinguished  officer 
whose  services  we  all  recognise.  But  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  my  painful  duty,  to 
make  this  simple  observation  j  and,  after 
saying  that,  I  repeat  that,  notwithstanding 
the  feelings  which  I  entertain,  in  common 
with  a  good  many  other  people,  on  this 
particular  subject,  I  do  most  cordially  and 
most  heartily  concur  in  any  honour  we 
can  bestow  on  Lord  Kitchener  on  this 
occasion.  I  therefore  willingly  support 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Marquess. 

The  MARQUESS  of  SALISBURY  : 
My  Lords,  perhaps  it  would  be  proper 
that  I  should  make  one  or  two  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  observations  which  have 
fallen  from  the  noble  Earl,  and  which 
were  distinguished  by  great  moderation 
and  good  taste.  So  far  as  Lord  Kitchener  j 
was  responsible  for  what  was  done,  I  am 
unable  to  agree  with  the  noble  Earl.  I ! 
believe  that  certain  steps  had  to  be  taken 
with  a  view  to  the  possibility  of  the 
revival  of  a  fanatical  feeling  in  the 
country.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
what  Lord  Kitchener  ordered  to  be  done 


was  not  quite  rightly  interpreted  by 
those  who  carried  it  out,  and  he 
was  at  a  distance  when  it  was 
carried  out.  Into  that  question  I 
need  not  enter,  but  I  would  entreat 
the  House  to  remember  that  these 
questions,  however  deeply  we  feel  upon 
them,  are  not  questions  of  ethics ;  they  are 
not  even  questions  of  policy;  they  are 
questions  of  taste,  and  taste  varies  in 
different  countries  at  different  times. 
There  have  been  occasions  even  in  this 
country  when  bodies  have  been  dug  up,  to 
show  opinions  entertained  at  the  time, 
and  in  a  neighbouring  country  it  has  been 
still  more  abundantly  done.  If  Lord 
Kitchener,  when  he  was  thinking,  as  he 
was  bound  to  think,  of  the  opinions  of 
the  vast  populations  that  ,  surrounded 
him,  forgot  for  the  moment  the  opinions 
that  might  prevail  in  London,  we  cannot 
blame  him.  I  believe  he  did  what  he 
thought  was  necessary  on  the  occasion 
for  destroying  this  baneful  superstition, 
and  in  that  object  at  least  we  all  of  us 
must  heartily  sympathise. 

Her  Majesty's  most  gracious  Message 
of  Friday  last  considered  (according  to 
order) :  Then  an  humble  Address  of 
thanks  and  concurrence  ordered  nemine 
dissenticnte  to  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
thereupon :  The  said  Address  to  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty  by  the  Lords 
with  White  Staves. 

The  MARQUESS  of  SALISBURY : 
My  Lords,  I  now  have  to  propose  to  you 
a  motion  which  I  believe  is  in  accordance 
with  strict  precedent  on  similar  occasions, 
and  which  I  am  sure  has  never  been 
more  heartily  adopted  than  it  will  be  on 
the  present  occasion.  If  I  may  be  per- 
mitted, I  will  read  the  motion  to  the 
House.    Its  terms  are  as  follow  : 

"That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Major-General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum, 
G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  for  the  distinguished  skill 
and  ability  with  which  he  planned  and  con- 
ducted the  Campaign  on  the  Nile  of  1896-97-98, 
which  culminated  in  the  Buttle  of  Omdurman, 
the  capture  of  Khartoum,  and  the  overthrow 
of  the  power  of  the  Khalifa  ; 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  lie  given  to — 

Major  -  General  Sir  A.  Hunter.  K.C.B.. 
D.S.O. ; 

Maior-General  Sir  H.  M.  L.  Bundle,  K.C.B., 

c.m.g:,d.s.o.,k.a.  ; 

Maior-General  Sir  W.  F.  Gatacre,  K.C.B., 
D.S.O.  ; 
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Major  General  the  Hon.  N.  G.  Lyttelton, 

C.B.  ; 


Major  -  General  A. 
CM.G.  ; 


G.    Wauchope,  C.B., 


Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  Sir  F.  K.  Win-  i 
gate,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  D.8.O.,  R.A.  ;  j 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Brevet  Colonel  C.  J. 
Long,  K.A.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Maxwell, 
D.S.O.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  H.  A.  Macdonald,  1 
D.S.O.  ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  F.  Lewis,  C.B.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  J. 
Collinson,  C.B.  ;  ! 

Commander  C.  R.  Keppel,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  I 
R.N. ;  j 

and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Warrant  Officers 
of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian 
Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines,  for  the  energy 
and  gallantry  with  which  they  executed  the 
services  which  they  were  called  upon  to  per- 
form ; 

That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and 
highly  approve  the  gallantry,  discipline,  and 
good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty  Officers, 
Non-commissioned  Officers,  and  Men  of  the 
Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian  Army, 
and  Royal  Marines  during  the  campaign  ; 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Lieu  tenant-General  Sir  Francis  Grenfell, 
G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  for  the  support  and  assist- 
ance which  he  afforded  to  the  forces  employed 
in  the  operations  in  the  Soudan  ; 

That  this  House  doth  acknowledge,  with 
admiration,  the  distinguished  valour,  devotion, 
and  conduct  of  those  other  Officers  and  Men 
who  have  perished  during  the  campaign  in 
the  Soudan  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  feels  deep  sympathy  with  their  relatives 
and  friends. " 

My  Lords,  some  fourteen  years  ago, 
alx>ut  this  time  of  the  year,  standing  in 
this  place,  I  had  to  move  a  similar  vote 
of  thanks  to  General  Viscount  Wolseley 
and  the  officers  and  men  who  had  served 
with  him  in  the  Egyptian  campaign.  But 
the  circumstances  then  were  very  different. 
It  was  necessary  to  point  out  and  to 
dwell  upon  the  fact  that  great  merit  and 
devotion  had  been  shown  by  the  British 
officers  and  men  in  carrying  out  the 
duties  which  were  assigned  to  them, 
though  the  result  of  their  efforts  was  not 
success.  It  was  no  blame  of  theirs  that 
the  result  was  not  success  ;  it  was  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances  which  it  is  now 
unnecessary  to  unravel.  But  we  felt 
that  the  want  of  success  then  was  no 
detraction  to  the  great  merits  they  had 
shown,  or  to  the  gratitude  which  their 
services  would  demand  and  receive  from 
the  country.  Now  we  have  a  different 
task  to  perform.     We  have,  indeed,  to 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury. 


bring  before  you  equal  merit,  equal  val- 
our, equal  skill  and  tenacity,  but  the 
whole  has  been  crowned  with  a  splendid 
success.  Yet,  let  us  not  forget  that,  to 
the  exertions  of  Lord  Wolseley,  and  those 
who  served  under  him  in  two  Egyptian 
campaigns,  it  is  due  that  the  door  was 
opened  to  the  subsequent  operations  of 
which  Lord  Kitchener  was  the  head,  and 
that  the  brilliant  campaigns — brilliant, 
though  one  of  them  was  unsuccessful— 
with  which  Lord  Wolseley  was  associ- 
ated prepared  the  way  for  Lord  Kitchener, 
and  may  claim  a  part  of  the  lustre  which 
has  been  shed  upon  his  head.  As  the 
noble  Earl  has  justly  said,  this  is  a  worn- 
out  subject.  We  have  all  listened  to,  and 
taken  part  in  repeating,  the  praises  which 
are  due  to  the  Sirdar,  and,  as  those 
praises  have  been  echoed  and  thoroughly 
accepted  by  his  countrymen,  there  is  now 
little  more  to  be  said.  He  will  remain  a 
striking  figure,  not  only  adorned  by  the 
valour  and  patriotism  which  all  successful 
generals  can  show,  but  with  the  most 
extraordinary  combination  of  calculation, 
of  strategy,  of  statesmanship,  which  it 
has  ever  iallen  to  any  general  in  those 
circumstances  to  display.  His  means 
were  limited.  The  grotesque  financial 
arrangements  under  which  the  Egyptian 
Exchequer  lives  prevented  him  from  trans- 
gressing a  very  modest  limit  in  the 
expenditure  he  was  authorised  to  incur. 
He  had  all  the  difficulties  to  a  certain 
extent — the  unknown  and  untried  diffi- 
culties— attaching  to  a  campaign  whose 
objective  was  a  city  which  no  white  army 
had  ever  visited  before,  and  he  was  fight- 
ing with  an  enemy  vastly  superior  in 
numbers  to  his  own  forces,  animated  by  a 
fanaticism  which  gives  more  powerful  im- 
pulse for  warlike  qualities  than  probably 
any  other,  however  high  the  motive,  by 
which  soldiers  can  be  actuated.  He  had 
before  him  natural  difficulties  of  a  charac- 
ter which  made  it  uncertain  how  far  it 
would  be  within  his  means  to  overcome 
them,  and  with  those  difficulties  he  suc- 
ceeded in  winning  a  brilliant  though  not 
bloodless  battle,  but  a  battle  which 
shattered  in  one  moment  the  evil  power 
that  for  so  many  years  had  brooded  over 
those  districts  of  Africa.  It  was  a  very 
wonderful  achievement ;  but,  as  I  say,  he 
was  guided  by  the  knowledge  which 
others  who  had  gone  before  him  had 
gained,  and  he  was  not  limited  in  point 
of  time,  as  we  know  was  the  case  with  the 
last  expedition.     He  took  exactly  the 
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time  that  was  necessary  for  his  work,  he 
made  precisely  the  preparations  which 
that  work  required,  he  expended  upon  it 
exactly  the  military  strength  which  it 
demanded,  and  his  victory  came  out  with 
absolute  accuracy,  like  the  answer  to  a 
scientific  calculation.  I  am  glad  that  in 
making  this  motion  I  am  not  to  speak  of 
Lord  Kitchener's  merits  alone.  No  doubt 
they  were  enormous,  transcendent,  and 
they  have  been  fully  recognised  by  his 
Sovereign  and  by  his  countrymen ;  but 
there  is  in  all  warlike  history  too  much 
tendency  to  attach  the  whole  merit 
of  every  campaign  entirely  to  the  leader 
by  whom  it  was  won.  In  this  case  he  had 
singular  assistance.  The  British  troops, 
upon  whose  strength  and  steadfastness 
some  unwise  persons  had  cast  doubt, 
showed  that  never  in  their  history  were 
they  so  stout  and  vigorous,  even  in  the 
presence  of  the  most  formidable  foe.  He 
was  supported  to  an  unprecedented  ex- 
tent by  the  resources  of  science.  The 
gunboats,  which  he  himself  largely  de- 
signed, and  which  were  conducted  with 
great  gallantry  and  skill,  contributed  no 
small  amount  to  the  victory  j  and  the 
construction  of  the  railway,  in  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  under- 
taken, was  a  marvellous  effort  of  indi- 
vidual energy  and  skill  on  the  part  of 
the  well-known  engineer  who  undertook 
it,  and  also  shows  to  what  a  lofty  point 
the  material  and  scientific  progress  of 
English  industry  has  reached.  These 
were  all  very  remarkable  circumstances. 
Perhaps  I  am  inclined  to  attach  to  Lieu- 
tenant Girouard's  work  a  very  con- 
spicuous position  among  these  great 
achievements ;  but  to  my  mind  that 
which  was  moat  wonderful  of  all  was 
the  brilliant  and  unfailing  conduct  of  the 
Egyptian  troops.  I  say  this  because  I 
can  remember  the  debates  we  used 
to  have  many  years  ago  about  the  impossi- 
bility of  inducing  them  to  undertake  the 
slightest  amount  of  military  exertion  or 
even  face  the  smallest  warlike  risk.  It 
is  one  of  the  worst  circumstances  we  have 
to  lament  in  connection  with  these  wars. 
I  do  not  see  my  noble  friend  Lord 
Northbrook  in  his  place,  but  I  remember 
he  used  a  phrase  at  which  we  rather 
laughed  at  the  time,  but  which  was  a 
very  prudent  remark.  He  told  us  that 
the  Egyptian  troops  were  magnificent 
soldiers  if  only  they  would  stand.  That 
very  lamentable  defect  ruined  all  their 
other  qualities.    When  the  enemy  came 


upon  them  they  did  not  even  resist. 
They  threw  away  their  weapons  and 
allowed  themselves  to  be  slaughtered 
without  resistance.  It  was  a  fearful 
condition  of  things,  but  the  wonderful 
thing  is  that  proper  training,  proper 
government,  fair  consideration,  and  great 
military  skill,  exercised  by  British 
officers,  have  made  those  men  who 
were  mere  sheep  equal  to  any  native 
troops  in  the  world  ;  they  have 
given  them  a  strength  of  discipline, 
an  absolute  trust  in  their  officers, 
which  has  made  their  conduct  on  the 
field  of  battle  splendid  to  behold.  There- 
fore I  am  glad  that  this  vote  of  thanks 
includes  General  Grenfell,  because  it  is 
very  largely  to  his  exertions  and  his 
guidance  that  this  great  reform  in  the 
character  of  the  Egyptian  soldiers  is  due. 
We  ought  not,  while  we  exult  in  the 
victory  achieved,  to  forget  by  how  much 
patient  labour  and  how  much  skilful 
training  he  brought  the  Egyptian  troops 
up  to  the  point  where  they  could  make 
to  us  the  return — the  splendid  return — 
they  have  made.  I  will  not,  my  Lords, 
trouble  you  further,  but  I  will  only  just 
notice  these  two  things.  This  campaign 
— I  do  not  want  to  touch  any  question  of 
policy  —  will,  I  believe,  by  its  result 
largely  increase  British  fame  and  in- 
fluence all  over  the  world,  and  largely 
strengthen  the  outworks  of  our  Empire. 
This  result  has  been  gained  by  tho 
exercise,  in  a  very  unusual  and  con- 
spicuous degree,  of  two  of  the  qualities 

by  which  we  believe  our  race  is  adorned,  

and  which  largely  contributed  to  the 
success  and  power  we  have  achieved. 
The  first  is  the  great  industrial 
progress,  the  enormous  power  over  tho 
forces  of  nature,  which  we  have  used  for 
commercial  purposes  and  improved  year 
by  year,  but  which  now,  to  an  extent 
never  done  before,  we  have  shown  to 
have  been  one  of  the  most  potent  weapons 
that  a  skilful  general  can  wield.  Tho 
other  is  that  it  has  brought  out  that 
quality  which  is  the  real  secret  of  the 
domination  of  this  country  over  such  vast 
millions  of  uncultivated  people.  Our 
officers  have  the  power — not  merely  one 
or  two  men,  but  almost  all  our  officers 
either  in  India  or  in  Egypt — to  an  extent 
which,  I  think,  has  never  yet  been  given  to 
any  race  in  tho  world,  of  inducing  men  of 
a  lower  race  to  attach  themselves  abso- 
lutely to  their  officers  who  govern  them, 
to  repose  in  them  the  most  complete  con. 

Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 


607 


The  Soudan 


{LORDS} 


608 


fidence  and  trust,  to  obey  them  without 
question,  and  to  follow  them  into  any 
danger.  It  is  this  splendid  influence  of 
often  a  handful  of  officers  oyer  vast  masses 
of  men  of  other  races,  which  has  enabled 
us  to  rear  up  that  vast  empire,  so  far  out 
of  proportion  to  the  numerical  strength 
which  we  can  bring  to  support  it,  but 
which  we  have  been  able  to  make  and  to 
defend  by  tho  strength  of  those  vast 
multitudes  of  other  races  whom  our 
officers  have  had  this  singular  and 
marvellous  power  of  governing,  training, 
and  attaching.  I  do  not  think  it  has  ever 
been  shown  in  a  more  distinguished  form 
than  in  the  force,  cohesion,  and  excellence 
they  have  given  to  the  Egyptian  troops  ; 
but  they  have  only  produced  qualities 
which  they  have  always  shown,  and  which 
they  show  no  signs  of  losing — qualities 
which  have  erected,  and  which,  I  trust, 
will  maintain  for  many  generations  yet  to 
come,  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
Empire  of  the  Queen. 

The  EARL  of  KIMBERLEY :  My 
Lords,  the  noble  Marquess,  in  the  ex- 
tremely interesting  speech  which  we  have 
just  listened  to,  has  left  me  very  little  to 
say.  I  concur  with  all  that  he  has  said, 
but  I  am  most  struck  with  the  latter  part 
of  his  speech.  I  feel,  as  he  does,  that 
what  we  have  most  reason  to  be  proud  of 
is  the  manner  in  which  we  have  reorga- 
nised, not  only  the  Government,  but  I 
might  almost  say  the  people  of  Egypt.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  subject  which 
we  do  well  to  dwell  upon,  because  the 
strength  and  the  safety  of  our  Empire — I 
mean  outside  this  country — over  the  vast 
numbers  of,  as  we  regard  them,  less  civi- 
lised peoples,  rests  entirely,  I  may  say, 
upon  the  moral  qualities  possessed  by 
those  who  lead  them.  I  may  perhaps  be 
allowed  to  wander  slightly  from  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  our  discussion  when  I 
mention  the  name  of  Lord  Cromer.  It  is 
only  due  to  Lord  Cromer — though  on  an 
occasion  like  this  he  could  not,  of  course, 
be  included  in  the  Vote  which  we  are 
about  to  pass — to  say  that  it  has  been  by 
his  statesmanlike  conduct,  his  indefati- 
gable industry,  his  calm,  quiet,  patient 
perseverance,  that  the  organisation  of 
Egypt  as  we  now  see  it  has  been  attained. 
Without  that  I  do  not  think  even  the 
abilities  of  Lord  Kitchener  could  have 
produced  the  results  which  we  are  cele- 
brating to-day.  The  striking  conclusion 
at  which  we  have  been  able  to  arrive  is 
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that  by  means  of  these  admirable  young 
officers — for  many  of  them  are  very  young 
officers — we  are  able  to  make  use  of  large 
populations  which,  perhaps,  without  our 
leading   would    never    have  attained 
to  that  warlike  demeanour  which  the 
noble  Marquess  has  so  justly  commended 
in  the  Egyptians.   I  am  tempted  to  repeat 
a  very  small  but  striking  anecdote  told  to 
me  not  long  ago  which  referred  to  one  of 
our  great  fights  in  India  during  the  time 
of  the  Mutiny.    An  old  officer  told  me 
the  story.    During  a  very  hot  engage- 
ment a  young  English  officer  was  killed, 
and  the  commanding  officer  remarked  to 
a  Sikh   subardar — a  non-commissioned 
officer  of  high  rank — how  deeply  he  re- 
gretted the    loss  of  this  officer,  and 
added :  "  But  even  that  loss  we  can  well 
sustain  when  we  have  men  like  you  who 
we  know  can  be  trusted  in  all  circum- 
stances."   "Yes,"  was  the  reply,  "that 
may  be  ;  we  can  fight,  and  fight  well,  but 
we  want  your  young  men  to  lead  us." 
That  has  been  the  secret  of  our  success. 
In   celebrating  what  Lord  Kitchener 
has    achieved,    the    noble  Marquess 
has    justly  dwelt  upon  the  extraordi- 
nary skill  with  which    he  made  all 
the  preparations  which  ended  in  his 
brilliant  achievement ;    and  it  seems 
to  me  that  that  is  perhaps  the  most  re- 
markable part  of  the  whole  achievement. 
I  believe,  myself,  that  those  who  dwell 
upon  the  history  of  great  military  opera- 
tions will  find   in    the    past  history 
of    the-    world     that    the  greatest 
and  most  successful  commanders  have 
been  those  who  have  known  best  the 
secret  of  long,  careful,  and  complete  pre- 
paration before  they  ventured  on  the 
great  campaigns  which  they  succeeded  in. 
That  is  the  example  which  Lord  Kitchener 
has  shown  to  us,  and  it  is  for  that  he  well 
deserves  the  special  honour  which  we 
bestow  upon  him  to-night.    But,  as  the 
noble  Marquess  says,  it  is  not  the  leader 
only ;  and  it  is  remarkable  to  reflect  that 
the  power  and  influence  of  our  officers 
should  have  so  transformed  the  Egyptian 
troops  that  they  were  worthy  to  stand  by 
the  side  of  British  soldiers.    One  cannot 
help  making  this  reflection.    I  suppose 
that  all  of  us  in  the  abstract  would  desire 
to  avoid  war ;  we  all  of  us  desire  peace ; 
but  there  are  circumstances  in  which  I 
believe  that  war  may  even  elevate  a 
nation ;  and  in  this  present  instance  I 
believe  it  has  been  a  matter  of  great  good 
fortune  to  the  Egyptian  people  that  the 
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occasion  has  arisen  where  they  have 
been  able  to  show  that  they  are 
capable  of  standing  firmly  before 
the  enemy,  because,  whatever  we  may 
say,  the  greatness  of  nations  will 
always  rest  on  their  being  ready  and 
willing  to  face  great  dangers  when  they 
are  threatened ;  and  the  fact  that  the 
Egyptians  have  shown  these  qualities 
against  their  enemies  must  give  us  a 
much  higher  opinion  of  them,  and  must 
tend  not  only  to  raise  their  own  opinion 
of  themselves,  but  to  give  them  a  con- 
fidence which  probably  nothing  else 
would  ever  impart  to  them.  My  Lords, 
I  really  should  be  guilty  of  wasting  your 
time  if  I  wore  to  attempt  to  repeat  what 
the  noble  M  arquess  has  so  well  said.  All 
I  will  add  is  this :  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  a  more  pleasing  and  a  more 
honourable  task  for  Parliament,  repre- 
senting the  nation,  to  perform,  than  that 
it  should  meet  to  offer  a  grateful  tribute 
of  admiration  to  those  of  our  countrymen 
who  in  distant  lands  face  great  dangers 
and  achieve  great  successes  for  the 
Empire  to  which  we  belong. 

Resolved,  nemine  dissentiente,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Major- 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum, 
G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  for  the  distinguished 
skill  and  ability  with  which  he  planned 
and  conducted  the  campaign  on  the  Nile 
of  1896-97-98,  which  culminated  in  the 
battle  of  Omdurman,  the  capture  of  Khar- 
toum, and  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of 
the  Khalifa. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to— 

Major-General  Sir  A.  Hunter,  K.C.B., 
D.S.O. ; 

Major-General  Sir  H.  M.  L.  Rundle, 
K.C.B.,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O.,  R.A. ; 

Major-General  Sir  W.  F.  Gatacre, 

K.C.B.,  D.S.O. ; 
Major-General    the   Hon.    N.  G. 

Lyttelton,  C.B. ; 

Major-General  A.  G.  Wauchope, 
C.B.,  C.M.G. ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  Sir  F.  R. 
Wingate,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  D.S.O., 
R.A.; 

Lieutenant  -  Colonel  and  Brevet 
Colonel  C.  J.  Long,  R.A. ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Max- 
well, D.S.O. ; 


Major  and  Brevet  Colonel   H.  A. 
Macdonald,  D.S.O. ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  F.  Lewis,  C.B.; 

Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel 
J.  Collinson,  C.B. ; 

Commander  C.  R.  Keppel,  C.B., 
D.S.O.,  R.N. ; 
and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Warrant 
Officers  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the 
Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines, 
for  the  energy  and  gallantry  with  which 
they  executed  the  services  which  they 
were  called  upon  to  perform ; 

That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and 
highly  approve  the  gallantry,  discipline,, 
and  good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty 
Officers,  Non-commissioned  Officers,  and 
Men  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and 
the  Egyptian  Army,  and  Royal  Marines 
during  the  campaign  ; 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  l>e 
given  to  Lieutenant-Ucncral  Sir  Francis 
Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  for  the  sup- 
port and  assistance  which  he  afforded  to 
the  forces  employed  in  the  operations  in 
the  Soudan ; 

That  this  House  doth  acknowledge, 
with  admiration,  the  distinguished  valour, 
devotion,  and  conduct  of  those  other 
Officers  and  Men  who  have  perished  during 
the  campaign  in  the  Soudan  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  and  feels  deep  sympathy 
with  their  relatives  and  friends ; 

Ordered  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  do 
communicate  the  said  resolutions  to 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum 
and  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Francis 
Grenfell,  and  that  General  Lord  Kitchener 
of  Khartoum  be  requested  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  several  other  officers  referred  to 
therein.   

SEA   FISHERIES  BILL  [Lords]. 
Second  Reading. 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Lord  HENEAGE  :  My  Lords,  I  hope 
I  shall  not  be  thought  discourteous  to 
your  Lordships  if  in  a  very  few  words 
I  ask  you  to  give  a  Second  Reading  to  this 
Bill,  because  when  I  moved  its  Second 
Reading  last  year  I  went  very  thoroughly 
into  the  whole  history  of  the  Bill.  Your 
Lordships  have  already  passed  this  Bill 
through  all  its  stages  in  four  successive 
sessions.    The  Bill  is  the  outcome  of  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOglC 


611         Scliools  Reformatory 


{LORDS} 


Amendment  Bill. 


612 


Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  was  moved  for 
by  the  late  Government  in  1893,  to  take 
into  consideration  resolutions  which  have 
been  come  to  by  the  Sea  Fisheries  Asso- 
ciation and  by  a  number  of  international 
conferences  held  during  the  previous 
ten  years.  In  1896  and  1897  the  Board 
of  Trade  passed  the  Bill  through  all  its 
stages  in  this  House,  and  it  was  sent 
down  to  the  House  of  Commons,  but  on 
each  occasion  failed  to  get  through  that 
House.  Last  year  I  had  the  honour  of 
introducing  the  Bill,  and  having,  as  I 
thought,  ascertained  that  the  Government 
were  not  going  to  bring  in  a  Bill  during 
the  present  session,  I  have  put  it  down 
again,  and  I  now  ask  your  Lordships  to 
give  it  a  Second  Reading.  I  am  anxious 
that  the  Bill  should,  if  possible,  pass  this 
session.  It  is  a  Bill  which  the  present 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  stated 
three  years  ago  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to 
any  Government  not  to  do  their  best  to 
pass,  and  I  trust  that  in  the  present 
session  I  shall  not  only  be  able  to  get  the 
Bill  through  your  Lordships'  House,  but 
that  the  Government  will  give  us  some 
assistance  in  passing  it  into  law  in 
another  place. 

Moved,  that  the  Bill  now  be  read 

2\" 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh):  My 
Lords,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
noble  Earl  the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  (the  Earl  of 
Dudley),  I  have  been  asked  to  state  the 
view  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
hold  as  to  the  proper  procedure  in  regard 
to  this  Bill.  The  noble  Lord  has  cor- 
rectly stated  that  the  House  has  passed  a 
similar  Bill  upon  other  occasions.  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  unable  to  regard  the 
whole  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  with 
satisfaction,  and  more  particularly  they 
think  that  some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
second  clause  go  in  advance  of  what  is 
necessary  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not 
rise  to  oppose  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  but  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
Government  have  prepared  a  measure  of 
their  own,  which,  I  believe,  is  being  intro- 
duced into  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
at  the  present  time,  dealing  with  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  I  would  venture  to  suggest  to 
the  noble  Lord  that  if  we  pass  theSecond 
Reading  of  this  Bill  to-day  he  should  not 
ask  the  House  to  make  any  furthur  pro- 

Lord  Heneage. 


gress  with  the  measure  until,  at  any  rate, 
we  see  what  chance  the  Bill  introduced 
by  the  Government  has  of  passing  the 
other  House  of  Parliament.  If  that  Bill 
should  pass  the  other  House,  as  we  have 
every  reason  to  hope  it  will,  when  it 
comes  here  it  will  be  a  fair  matter  for 
consideration  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  of  the  House  generally,  which 
of  the  two  Bills  will  be  the  better  to  pass. 
I  venture  to  suggest,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  if  to-night  we  give  this  Bill 
a  Second  Reading,  the  noble  Lord  should 
come  under  the  obligation  not,  in  the 
meantime,  at  any  rate,  to  proceed  further 
with  the  measure  in  this  House. 

Lord  HENEAGE :  My  Lords,  I  per- 
fectly accept  what  has  been  said  by  the 
noble  Lord  opposite.  I  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  this  subject. 
I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  withdraw  my 
Bill  at  any  time  after  it  has  secured  a 
Second  Reading,  if  the  Bill  which  the 
Government  are  about  to  introduce  meets 
the  case. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Thursday,  the  22nd  instant. 

REFORMATORY  SCHOOLS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [Lords]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

♦Lord  LEIGH :  My  Lords,  the  Bill 
which  I  am .  now  asking  your  Lordships 
to  read  a  second  time  is  a  very  simple 
one.  Its  object  is  to  amend  the  Act 
which  I  had  the  honour  of  introducing 
into  this  House  in  1893.  Your  Lordships 
are  fully  aware  that  until  1893  it  was 
obligatory  for  magistrates  to  send  all 
children  committed  to  a  reformatory  in 
the  first  instance  to  the  gaol.  It  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  I  considered  this 
practice  objectionable  in  the  highest  de- 
gree that  I  introduced  a  Bill  in  1893  giving 
the  magistrates  the  power  of  using  their 
discretion  in  the  matter ;  but  I  regret  that 
the  Bill— it  is  now  an  Act  of  Parliament- 
did  not  go  far  enough.  I  desire  that  it 
should  be  made  compulsory,  and  not  per- 
missive, for  magistrates  to  send  all  chil- 
dren direct  to  the  school.    Although  the 
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Act  of  1893  is  permissive,  it  has  effected 
a  great  deal  of  good,  and  I  believe  it  has 
had  the  result  of  inducing  many  magis- 
trates to  send  boys  direct  to  the  reforma- 
tory, instead  of,  as  formerly,  allowing 
them  to  reach  the  reformatory  through  a 
prison.     I  hold  in  my  hand  a  return 
which  I  have  received  from  the  Inspector 
of  Reformatories,  which  says  that  in  Eng- 
land, during  the  last  year,  out  of  the 
1,170  boy 8  and  girls  who  were  committed 
to  prison,  no  fewer  than  926  were  sent  to 
school  direct,  showing,  I  think,  that  the 
feeling  of  the  magistrates  generally  is 
tending  towards  doing  what  I  want  to  see 
done.  In  Scotland,  out  of  242  committals, 
no  fewer  than  227  were  sent  direct  to 
school    If  you  put  these  two  together  you 
will  find  that  there  were  no  fewer  than 
1,153  children  out  of  1,412  sent  direct  to 
the  reformatories.    But  what  has  become 
of  the  259  children  who  were  sent  to 
prison  1    In  my  opinion  it  is  most  ob- 
jectionable that  there  should  be  two  forms 
of  committal.    Under  the  present  system 
you  may  have  boys  in  the  same  re- 
formatory who  were  first  sent  to  prison, 
but  who  were  no  worse  than  the  other 
boys  who  were  sent  direct  to  the  school ; 
and  the  fact  of  sending  the  lads  to  prison 
is  calculated  to  create  a  very  bad  feeling 
among  them.    My  noble  and  learned 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster,  whom  I  am  glad  to  see  in  his 
place  to-day,  told  me  recently  of  a  case, 
which  I  fear  is  not  an  uncommon  one,  of  a 
little  boy  of  eleven  years  of  age  who  had 
been  sent  to  a  reformatory  for  fourteen 
days  for  merely  throwing  stones.  I  should 
like  to  ask  how  many  of  your  Lordships 
in  your  school  days  refrained  from  throw- 
ing stones.    For  myself,  I  confess  that  I 
have  thrown  many,  but  I  did  not  suffer 
imprisonment  for  it.    I  feel  very  strongly 
on  this  point,  and  I  think  it  is  remarkable 
that  this  is  the  only  country  in  Europe 
which  compels  children  to  qualify  for  the 
reformatory  through  a  gaol.    I  hope  I 
may  live  to  see  the  day,  and  that  it  will 
not  be  far  distant,  when  no  boy  under 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age  will  be  sent 
to  prison,  except  under  very  peculiar 
circumstances.    I  have  often  spoken  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  reformatory 
schools  in  my  own  county,  and  he  has 
told  me  that  the  boys  committed  to  gaol 
before  going  to  the  reformatory  have 
always  proved  the  hardest  to  reform.  I 
sincerely  believe,  if  it  were  made  compulsory 
to  send  children  direct  to  reformatories, 


that  the  percentage  of  reformations,  which 
at  this  moment  is  about  90  per  cent., 
would  be  considerably  larger  and  that  there 
would  scarcely  be  a  boy  who,  on  his  dis- 
charge from  a  reformatory,  would  not  be 
able  to  earn  his  livelihood.  As  an  old 
visiting  magistrate  of  many  years' standing, 
and  chairman  of  a  reformatory  in  my  own 
county,  I  heartily  thank  the  Government 
for  having  improved  the  circumstances 
under  which  boys  are  admitted  into  gaols 
at  the  present  time,  and  for  adopting 
classification.  But  they  have  not  done 
enough.  They  must  repeal  the  old  Act, 
and  not  allow  any  boy  to  be  sent  to  gaols 
except,  as  I  have  said,  under  very  peculiar 
circumstances.  It  has  been  asked,  "  What 
harm  does  it  do  to  send  boys  to  gaol  first  f 
I  contend  that  it  does  a  great  deal  of 
harm.  The  boys  so  sent  retain  the  gaol 
mark,  which  tends  to  debar  them  from 
securing  that  employment  which  other- 
wise they  might  obtain.  Under  the 
circumstances,  I  hope  your  Lordships  will 
give  the  Bill  a  Second  Reading. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\" 

Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  My 
Lords,  I  am  desired,  on  behalf  of  the 
Home  Office,  to  say  that  the  Government 
cordially  supports  the  proposal  of  my 
noble  friend.  It  is  due  to  the  noble  Lord 
to  say  that  he  has  taken  an  active  part 
and  shown  a  practical  interest  in  this 
question.  In  1893  he  introduced  a  Bill 
similar  to  the  one  he  is  now  submitting, 
but  at  that  time  it  was  thought  that  it 
would  be  better  to  allow  the  power  of 
sending  direct  to  the  reformatory  to  be 
at  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates. 
Since  that  time  a  Departmental  Com- 
mittee has  met  and  recommended  the 
very  measure  which  the  noble  Lord  now 
submits  to  you.  Further  than  that,  in  a 
Bill  to  be  introduced  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  in  a  few  days,  it  is  proposed 
to  insert  a  provision  to  prevent  children 
being  sent  to  gaol  except  under  peculiar 
circumstances.  The  Bill  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  closely  identical  with  that 
of  my  noble  friend,  but  I  think  the 
honour  ought  to  remain  with  him  of 
having  introduced  this  beneficial  reform, 
and,  so  far  as  they  can  do  so,  the  Govern- 
ment will  render  him  every  assistance  in 
carrying  the  Bill. 

♦Lord  NORTON  :  My  Lords,  I 
thoroughly  agree  with  the  principle  of 
this  Bill— namely,  that  children  convicted 
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of  crime  should  be  punished  otherwise 
than  in  common  prisons.    At  the  same 
time,  children  convicted  more  than  once 
must  not  be  allowed  to  go  unpunished, 
and  in  some  cases  they  may  have  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  same  way  as  adult 
prisoners.    The  Act  of  1893,  which  this 
Bill  proposes  to  amend,   provides  that 
in  lieu  of  punishment  children  convicted 
of  crime  a  second  time  may  be  merely 
sent    to    reformatory    schools.  The 
sooner  the  idea  of  treating  these  schools 
as  a  means  of  punishment  is  got  rid  of 
the  better.    To  treat  schools  as  prisons 
is  one  of  the  greatest  blunders  we  could 
possibly  fall  into.    A  penal  school,  if  such 
a  thing  were  possible,  would  be  a  mon- 
strosity of  the  greatest  cruelty  and  mis- 
chief, and  I  can  conceive  of  nothing  that 
would  have  a  worse  effect  than  treating 
a  child  differently  to  an  adult  by  con- 
tinuing his  punishment  over  a  number  of 
years,  and  stamping  him  as  a  criminal  for 
the  whole  of  his  childhood.    A  child  who 
commits  a  crime  should  be  adequately 
punished,  but  when,  as  an  after  treat- 
ment, he  is  sent  to  school  he  should  not 
be  branded  as  a  criminal.  Reformatories 
are  considered  penal  institutions  because 
they  are  under  the  Home  Office,  but  they 
are  as  agreeable  schools  as  any  in  the 
country.    There  is  practically  no  differ- 
ence between  reformatory  schools  and 
industrial     schools,     and     they  are 
treated  indiscriminately  by  magistrates. 
The  reformatory  school,  even  if  it  were 
intended  as  such,  cannot  be  made  penal 
treatment,  and  I  hope  that  treating  these 
schools  as  penal    institutions  will  be 
avoided  altogether  when  we  deal  next 
year  with   the  detail  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department.     I  shall  endeavour, 
when  this  matter  comes  before  the  House, 
and  I  hope  I  shall  be  successful,  to  get 
these  schools,  both  reformatory  and  in- 
dustrial, transferred  from  the  Home  Office 
to  the  Education  Department,  to  which 
they  properly  belong.    I  speak  on  this 
matter  with  some  authority.    I  intro- 
duced the  first  Acts,  both  with  regard  to 
reformatory  schools  and  industrial  schools, 
and  I  have  devoted  considerable  atten- 
tion to  their  administration  for  half  a 
•century.    When  I  first  suggested  to  Par- 
liament that  it  was  a  mistake  to  treat 
these  schools  as  penal  institutions,  I  was 
told  that  everyone  was  against  me,  but 
the  various  Royal  Commissions  of  inquiry 
■who  have  discussed  the  subject  have 
gradually  come  round  to  my  view  on  the 
Lord  Norton. 
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subject.  Lord  Aberdare's  Commission 
proposed  bringing  reformatories  partially 
under  the  Education  Office.  The  last 
Commission  came  entirely  to  my  opinion, 
and  the  Chairman — Sir  Godfrey  Lush- 
ington — signed  a  special  Report,  opposed 
to  these  schools  being  treated  in  any  sense 
as  penal  institutions,  and  recommending 
that  they  should  be  part  of  the  education 
system.  In  all  these  schools  technical 
is  given  in  addition  to  intellectual  in- 
struction, and  in  this  respect  they 
are  in  advance  of  other  national  schools 
throughout  the  country.  Therefore,  if 
any  change  is  to  be  made,  it  should  be 
to  make  other  publicly  aided  schools  more 
like  them,  and  to  place  them  all  equally 
under  the  Department  to  which  they 
ought  to  belong.  Children  who  have  com- 
mitted crimes  cannot,  however,  be  relieved 
of  punishment  by  these  schools  being  put 
on  a  proper  footing  and  cleared  altogether 
of  their  penal  character.  They  must  he 
adequately  punished,  and  then  sent  either 
to  a  reformatory  or  to  their  homes.  I 
recollect  very  well  that  some  years  ago 
Sir  William  Harcourt,  who  was  then 
Home  Secretary,  came  to  see  my  own 
reformatory  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bir- 
mingham, and  he  asked  :  "  Have  none  of 
these  children  decent  homes  ? "  Hearing 
that  some  had  received  a  reply  in  the 
affirmative,  he  expressed  his  surprise  that 
they  were  not,  after  punishment,  sent 
home,  when  they  would  have  to  attend 
National  schools ;  and  I  agree  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  only  those  chil- 
dren should  be  sent  to  a  reformatory  who 
have  not  decent  homes  to  which  to  go. 
I  wish  both  the  Act  which  this  Bill  is  in- 
tended to  amend,  and  the  Bill  itself,  were 
differently  worded  in  order  that  their 
object  should  be  made  quite  clear.  It  is 
certainly  an  important  thing  to  prevent 
children  convicted  of  crime  being  punished 
in  common  prisons.  That  is  the  true  object 
of  this  Bill,  but  as  drafted  it  will  not 
achieve  that  result.  The  only  enacting 
clause  in  the  Bill — and  in  my  opinion 
there  is  nothing  more  dangerous  than  one- 
clause  Bills — reads  as  follows  : 

"  The  Reformatory  School  Act,  1893,  shall 
be  read  and  have  effect  as  if  the  following 
proviso  were  added  at  the  end  of  Section  1, 
that  is  to  say  :  *  Provided  that  where  the 
offender  is  ordered  to  be  sent  to  a  certified  re- 
formatory school  he  shall  not  in  addition  be 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  or  imprison- 
ment.' "  v 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  offender  is  never 
sent  to  a  reformatory  school,  and  in 
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addition,  but  as  a  preliminary,  sentenced 
to  imprisonment ;  so  that  the  Bill,  as  it 
stands,  proposes  to  provide  against  a 
thing  that  is  never  done.  The  Bill  does 
not  carry  out  the  important  object  it  has 
in  view;  which,  however,  magistrates 
may  be  hoped  to  make  it  do. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  (according  to 
order),  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

PREVENTION   OF  CORRUPTION  BILL 
[Lords]., 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  : 
Amendments  made :  Bill  re-committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  ;  and 
to  be  printed  as  amended.    (No.  108.)  , 

FARNLEY  TYAS  MARRIAGES  BILL 
[Lord*]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


QUESTION. 

THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  AN  ADDI- 
TIONAL JUDGE. 

Lord  RUSSELL  of  KILLOWEN  = 
My  Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  the  Lord  Chancellor  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  con- 
sidered and  are  prepared  to  give  effect  to 
the  urgent  representations  made  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  by  (amongst  others)  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society  and  the  Council 
of  the  Bar  of  England,  as  to  the  necessity 
for  the  appointment  of  additional  Judges. 
I  hope  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  will  find 
it  convenient  to  answer  the  Question. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  :  My 
Lords,  my  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the 
Question  is  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  considered  the  Question,  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  they  have  con- 
sidered it  right  to  agree  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Judge  to  be  added 
to  the  Equity  Division. 

Hoiwe  adjourned  at  twenty 
minutes  before  Six  o'clock, 
till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  8th  June  1899. 


MESSAGE    FROM   THE  LORDS. 
They  have  agreed  to  : — 

Pilotage  Provisional  Order  Bill,  with- 
out Amendment. 

Hford  Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled 
"An  Act  to  amend  the  Congested 
Districts  (Scotland)  Act,  1897."  [Con- 
gested Districts  (Scotland)  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  con- 
firm a  Provisional  Order  made  by  the 
Education  Department  under  the  Elemen- 
tary Education  Acts,  1870  to  1893,  to 
enable  the  School  Board  for  Liverpool  to 
put  in  force  the  Lands  Clauses  Acts." 
[Education  Department  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (Liverpool)  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
confer  further  powers  on  the  Lowestoft 
Water  and  Gas  Company  in  connection 
with  their  water  undertaking ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Lowestoft  Water  and 
Gas  Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for 
enabling  the  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company  and  the  Hull,  Barnsley  and 
West  Riding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock 
Company  to  make  a  dock  and  railways  at 
Hull ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [North 
Eastern  and  Hull  and  Barnsley  Railways 
(Joint  Dock)  Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
confer  additional  powers  upon  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company  for  the  con- 
struction of  new  railways  and  othor 
works  and  the  acquisition  of  additional 
lands  ;  and  for  transferring  to  the  com- 
pany the  North  Holderness  Light  Rail- 
way Company ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Jones  Divorce  Bill  [Lords]  —  That 
they  do  communicate  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence and  Proceedings  taken  upon  the 
Second  Reading  of  Jones'  Divorce  Bill, 
as  desired  by  this  House,  with  a  request 
that  the  same  may  be  returned. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 

Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  .that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  first  read- 
ing thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  pre- 
viously inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.:  — 

TOTLAND  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS  (Merthyr-Tyd- 
vil) :  It  is  only  necessary  to  detain  the 
House  a  very  short  time  in  order  to 
explain  the  Motion  which  appears  on  the 
Paper  in  my  name.  The  Bill  to  which 
my  Motion  refers  is  called  the  "  All 
Saints*  Church  (Cardiff)  Bill,"  and 
it  has  passed  the  House  of  Lords. 
It  has  not  yet  been  read  a  second  time 
in  this  House,  and,  in  fact,  I  take  the 
opportunity  of  bringing  up  my  Motion 
before  the  Bill  comes  on  for  second 
reading.  My  contention  is  that  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House  have  not 
been  complied  with  in  this  case.  Hon. 
Members  know  that  the  Standing  Orders 
provide  in  the  case  of  Private  Bills  that 
notice  should  be  given  in  October  or 
November  setting  forth  the  objects  of  the 
Bill  to  be  brought  in,  with  a  short  ex- 
planation at  the  head  of  the  notice  de- 
scribing the  main  objects  of  the  Bill.  I 
do  not  want  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  but  I  may  say  that  the  objects  of 
the  Bill  are  to  sell  the  present  parish 
church  called  All  Saints,  and  to  devote 
the  funds  partly  to  the  building  of  a  new 
church  and  partly  towards  the  present 
church  of  Dewi  Sant,  and  to  substitute  as 
parish  church  for  the  church  about  to  be 
sold  the  church  about  to  be  built.  In 
the  notices  published  in  the  Gazette  and 
in  the  local  newspapers  in  November  last, 
it  was  stated  at  the  head  that  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  church  called  the  New 
Church  of  Dewi  Sant,  the  Welsh  Church 
of  the  parish  of  All  Saints'  should  be 


;  constituted  the  parish  church  in  place  of 
i  the  church  it  is  proposed  to  sell.  Now, 
the  Bill  itself  provides  for  something  very 
different  indeed.  Had  it  not  been  for 
what  I  regard  as  the  very  material  changes 
between  the  objects  as  set  forth  in  the 
notices  and  the  objects  provided  for 
in  the  Bill,  I  suppose  there  would 
have  been  very  little  opposition  to 
the  Bill.  The  Bill  itself  provides, 
not  that  the  church  of  Dewi  Sant 
should  be  substituted  as  the  parish  church, 
but  that  the  new  church  proposed  to  be 
built  should  be  the  parish  church.  Clause 
10  provides  that  "The  new  church  (to  be 
built)  should,  on  and  after  its  consecra- 
tion, for  all  purposes,  take  the  place  of 
andfbe  in  substitution  for,  the  old  church." 
I  contend  that  the  notices  given  in 
November  last  were  distinctly  misleading, 
and  that  a  complete  change  of  policy 
occurred  between  the  time  of  giving  the 
notices  and  the  introduction  of  the  Bill. 
The  Bill  in  due  course  came  before  the 
Examiners,  and  they  reported  that 
the  Standing  Orders  were  compiled  with ; 
and  I  understand  that  there  is  no  appeal 
against  the  decision  of  the  Examiners. 
The  only  way  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty, 
it  appears  to  me,  is  to  refer  the  Bill  back 
to  them.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  would 
cause  any  delay,  because  they  will  be  able 
to  report  in  a  few  days,  and  the  Bill  has  not 
yet  been  put  down  for  a  second  reading 
in  this  House.  [  do  not  wish  to  attach 
the  smallest  suspicion  of  blame  to  the 
Examiners.  If  I  had  been  one  of 
them  I  would  have  committed  exactly 
the  same  mistake.  Nor  do  I  want  to 
ascribe  any  blame  to  the  Parliamentary 
agents  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  who 
are  a  firm  of  very  high  standing.  But  I 
cannot  free  myself  from  suspicion  of 
doubt  as  to  the  action  of  the  promoters. 
A  friend  of  mind  told  me  that  in  January 
he  heard  rumours  that  a  change  of  policy 
had  occurred,  but,  on  inquiring,  he  was 
assured  that  the  church  of  Dewi  Sant 
was  to  be  made  the  parish  church.  I  say 
deliberately  that  the  notices  given  of  this 
Bill  were  distinctly  misleading,  and  have, 
in  fact,  misled  the  people  of  Cardiff. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  to  whom 
the  BUI  is  referred,  that  they  do  inquire  and 
report  as  to  whether  Standing  Order  No.  3 
(notices  by  advertisement)  has  or  has  not 
been  complied  with."— (Mr.  D.  A.  Thomai.) 
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♦Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  The  view  taken  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil  in  this  case 
has  my  warmest  sympathy,  although  I 
tun  afraid  I  cannot  recommend  the  House 
to  accept  the  motion  which  he  has  just 
made.  The  case,  in  a  few  words,  is  simply 
this  :  that  under  the  notices  which  were 
given  of  this  Bill  it  was  proposed,  amongst 
other  things,  to  "constitute  tho  new 
church  dedicated  to  Dewi  Sant,  situate  in 
Howard  Gardens,  in  the  said  parish  of 
All  Saints',  the  Parish  Church  of  the 
Parish  and  District  Chapelry  of  All 
Saints'  in  substitution  for  the  existing 
Church  of  All  Saints,  and  to  make  all 
such  provisions  and  confer  all  such 
powers  as  may  be  necessary  for  accom- 
plishing that  object."  In  the  short  title 
of  the  notice  which  was  given,  this 
phrase  occurs :  "  Constitution  of  the  New 
Church  of  Dewi  Sant  as  Parish  Church." 
I  think  that  that  is  a  wholly  misleading 
notice,  and  I  can  quite  understand  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Cardiff,  seeing  that 
notice  of  the  Bill,  thought  that  the 
Welsh  church  of  Dewi  Sant  was  to  be 
constituted  the  parish  church  ;  that  that 
fell  in  with  their  views,  and  that  they, 
therefore,  would  not  take  further  objec- 
tion. They  did  not  do  what  perhaps 
they  ought  to  have  done — send  for  a 
copy  of  the  Bill,  or  at  any  rate  inspect 
the  Bill  at  the  Private  Bill  Office  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  is  only  recently 
that  they  have  discovered  the  omission 
in  the  Bill  itself  of  provisions  to 
carry  out  what  was  in  the  notice. 
It  seems  to  me,  as  I  have  haid, 
that  the  notice  was  very  misleading,  and 
that  the  public  were  led  to  expect  that 
certain  things  would  appear  in  the  Bill. 
But  when  the  Bill  came  to  this  House  not 
only  does  this  provision  not  occur,  but 
the  very  opposite  occurs — that  the  new 
church  to  be  built  is  to  be  the  parish 
church  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints .  So 
much  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  Then 
comes  the  question  of  procedure.  Now, 
although  I  have  not  a  very  strong  feeling 
on  the  matter,  I  think  it  would  not  be  a 
very  wise  thing  to  send  the  Bill  back  to 
the  Examiners.  It  must  be  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  that  very  often  the 
notices  go  considerably  beyond  what  is 
afterwards  contained  in  the  Bill.  You 
cannot,  under  certain  circumstances, 
expect  that  the  Bill  shall  contain  every- 
thing that  is  in  the  notice.  There  are 
numerous  cases  in  which  notices  drawn 


in  November  must  contain  proposals 
which,  by  the  time  the  Bill  reaches  this 
House,  it  is  obvious  cannot  be  carried 
out.  And,  therefore,  we  cannot  say  that 
because  a  Bill  does  not  carry  out  every 
particular  in  the  notice  there  has  been  a 
non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders. 
If  the  Bill  went  back  to  the  Examiners 
they  would  only  report  that,  though  in 
certain  respects  it  did  not  carry  out  all 
that  was  in  the  notice,  there  has  not  been 
non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders. 
To  send  it  back,  moreover,  would  cause  a 
great  deal  of  delay  and  a  very  consider- 
able amount  of  expense.  Exception  to 
the  notices  should  also  have  been  taken 
at  an  earlier  stage,  in  the  other  House. 
For  those  reasons  I  do  not  ask  the 
House  to  take  that  step  on  a  ques- 
tion of  procedure.  When  the  Bill  comes 
before  the  House  there  will  be  an  oppor- 
tunity to  excise  or  amend  the  clause  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  objects,  and  to 
insert  the  proposal  that  the  church  of  Dewi 
Sant  shall  be  the  parish  church.  To  that 
no  technical  objection  can  be  taken.  The 
hon.  Member's  case  will  not  be  prejudiced 
I  by  waiting  till  that  time,  and  therefore  I 
I  should  suggest  that  the  House  should  not 
'  pass  the  motion  standing  in  the  hon. 
|  Member's  name,  but  reserve  to  itself  the 
!  right  to  amend  the  Bill  in  Committee. 

i 

i  Mr.  D.  BRYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
j  District) :  I  do  not  think  that  the  case  is 
quite  met  by  the  course  suggested  by  the 
I  Chairman  of  Committees,  if  we  get  the 
Bill  sent  back  to  the  Examiners  they 
will  have  to  report  that  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with. 
In  Sir  Erskine  May's,  "Parliamentary 
Practice,"  it  is  said  that  "  in  preparing  a 
Bill  for  deposit  the  promoters  should  be 
careful  that  no  provisions  are  inserted 
which  are  not  sufficiently  alluded  to  in 
the  notices."  Our  complaint  is  that  in 
the  notices  there  was  no  sufficient  indica- 
tion that  the  Bill  would  propose  that  the 
new  church  would  be  the  parish  church. 
It  was  quite  the  contrary.  The  notice 
was  that  tho  existing  Welsh  church  of 
Dewi  Sant  should  be  the  parish  church. 
But  when  the  Bill  is  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  it  turns  out  that  another 
church  is  to  be  made  the  parish  church, 
the  new  church  of  All  Saints,  in  which 
the  English  services  are  to  be  carried  on. 
The  case  comes  back  to  the  general  pro- 
position I  have  read.  In  the  notice  in 
November  no  sufficient  indication  was 
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given  that  it  was  intended  to  make  the 
new  All  Saints'  Church  the  parish  church, 
and  therefore  we  ask  that  the  Bill  should 
be  sent  back  to  the  Examiners,  and  that 
they  should  report  whether  the  rule  has 
been  complied  with. 


Sir  E.  HILL  (Bristol,  S.):  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  offer  any  remarks 
upon  the  technical  objection  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  notice,  but  I  wish  to 
state  that  which  I  think  the  House  ought 
to  know,  and  which  probably  is  the  cause 
of  the  terms  of  the  original  notice  not 
being  in  exact  accordance  with  the  Bill. 
The  church  of  Dewi  Sant  is  a  church  built 
by  the  subscriptions  of  those  who  thought 
that  the  Welsh-speaking  population  of 
the  whole  of  Cardiff  should  possess  a 
church  in  which  their  own  language  was 
used.  The  Welsh-speaking  popula- 
tion of  All  Saints'  is  a  very  small 
and  diminishing  quantity.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the 
notice  without  destroying  what  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  has  rightly  described  as 
a  thorough  Welsh  church,  inasmuch  as,  as 
soon  as  it  becomes  the  parish  church,  the 
services  must  necessarily  be  held  in  the 
language  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
parishioners. 

MR.  SPEAKEE:  Order,  order.  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  is  going  into  a 
question  which  does  not  arise  upon  the 
instruction. 


Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff):  I  quite 
agree  with  the  view  expressed  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  House  of  Lords  has  passed 
this  Bill,  but  it  is  still  open  to  considera- 
tion by  this  House.  How,  therefore,  can 
the  public  suffer  any  loss  by  anything 
that  has  been  overlooked  by  the  House  of 
Lords  1  Hon.  Members  will  have  ample 
opportunity,  when  the  Bill  is  brought 
forward,  of  correcting  it. 

Mr.  I).  A.  THOMAS  :  After  what  has 
fallen  from  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  I  do  not  propose  to  press  my 
motion  to  a  division. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 
.  Mr.  J),  lirynmor  Jones, 


WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DUMBARTON  BURGH  BILL  [Lords]. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 


SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKETS 
BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 
made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  8). 

Mr.  A.  de  Tatton  Eoerton  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Group  8  of  Railway 
Bills ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned  till 
Monday  19th  June,  at  half  past  Eleven  of 
the  clock. 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STANDING  ORDERS, 
Resolution  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee— 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Board  (Pilotage)  Bill  fLords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : 
—That  the  parties  be  permitted  to  proceed 
with  their  Bui." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

POLICE  AND  SANITARY  REGULA- 
TIONS BILLS. 

Sir  Stafford  Northcote  reported 
from  the  Select  Committee  on  Police 
and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills;  That 
the  parties  opposing  the  Warrington 
Corporation  Bill  had  stated  that  the 
evidence  of  Joseph  Parry,  civil  engineer, 
of  Liverpool,  and  John  James  Lackland, 
civil  engineer,  of  St.  Helens,  was  essential 
to  their  case  ;  and  it  having  been  proved 
that  their  attendance  could  not  be  pro- 
cured without  the  intervention  of  the 
House,  he  had  been  instructed  to  move 
that  the  said  Joseph  Parry  and  John 
James  Lackland  do  attend  the  said  Com- 
mittee to-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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Ordered,  That  Joseph  Parry  and  John 
James  Lackland  do  attend  the  Select 
Committee  on  Police  and  Sanitary  Regu- 
lations Bills  to-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the 
clock. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)   BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  Referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  228.] 

LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

NORTH-EASTERN  AND  HULL  AND 
BARNSLEY  RAILWAYS  (JOINT 
DOCK)    BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

NORTH-EASTERN    RAILWAY  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


POOR  LAW  RELIEF  (DISFRANCHISE- 
MENT). 

Two  Petitions  from  Cardiff,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dc. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 

Copy  presented, —  of  further  corre- 
spondence relating  to  the  claim  of  the 
i&uth  African  Republic  for  damages  on 
account  of  the  Jameson  Raid  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
(ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  ACTS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales,  under  the  En- 
dowed Schools  Acts,  1869  to  1889,  for 
the  year  1898  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  LXXIL  [Fourth  Series.] 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2282  to  2286  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Papers  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House : — 

1.  Inquiry  into  Charities  (County 
of  Carmarthen), — Further  Return 
relative  thereto  [ordered  10th 
February  1898  ;  [Mr.  Grant 
Lawson]  ;  to  be  printed.  [No. 
213.] 

2.  Charitable  Endowments  (West 
Riding  of  the  County  of  York), 
Charitable  Endowments  (Brad- 
ford), Inquiry  into  Charities 
(Parish  of  Halifax,  including 
County  Borough  of  Halifax), 
Inquiry  into  Charities  (City 
of  Sheffield),  Leeds  (Inquiry 
into  Charities),  Huddersfield 
County  Borough  (Charities), — 
Further  Returns  relative  thereto 
[ordered  10th  August  1894,  13th 
May  1896,  8th  February  1897, 
8th  April  1897,  29th  July  1897; 
[Mr.  Francis  Stevenson  and  Mr. 
Grant  Lawson]  ;  to  be  printed. 
[No.  214.] 

WORKMEN'S  TRAINS. 

Return  ordered,  "showing  (1)  the 
number  of  Workmen's  Trains  running 
on  all  Railways  in  Great  Britain ;  (2)  the 
distance  run  and  the  fares  charged  on 
each  particular  Train ;  and  (3)  the  Re- 
turn to  be  prepared  as  that  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  dealing  with  London 
Railways  in  1897."—  (Mr.  Woods.) 

EXPERIMENTS  ON  LIVING  ANIMALS. 

Address  for  "Return  showing  the 
number  of  Experiments  performed  on 
Living  Animals  during  the  year  1898, 
under  Licences  granted  under  the  Act 
39  and  40  Vic.  c.  77,  distinguishing  Pain- 
less from  Painful  Experiments  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No  215, 
of  Session  1898)."— (Mr.  Jesse  Collings.) 

ARMY  (LENGTH  OF  SERVICE  AND 
AGES  OF  MEN  IN  EACH  UNIT). 

Address  for  "Return  with  respect  to 
all  Infantry  Regiments  to  which  one  or 
more  Battalions  have  been  added ;  the 
Return  also  to  show  the  number  of  men 
of  the  First  Class  Army  Reserve  recalled 

Google 


627 


Questions. 


{COMMONS} 


Questions.  628 


to,  and  serving  with,  the  Colours  in  each 
Battalion  of  such  Regiments  (in  continua- 
tion of  Return  [C.  8757])."— (Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster.) 

ARMY  (LENGTH  OF  SERVICE  AND 
AGES  OF  MEN  IN  NEW  BATTERIES 
OF  ROYAL  ARTILLERY). 

Address  for  "Return  showing  the 
number  of  Men  serving  in  each  of  the 
newly  formed  Batteries  or  Companies  of 
the  Royal  Artillery,  with  the  Age  and 
Length  of  Service  of  the  Men." — (Mr. 
Arnold-Forster.) 

EAST  INDIA  (MILITARY  BULLET). 

Address  for  "  Copy  of  Reports  on  the 
effect  of  Military  Bullet  now  in  use  in 
India." — (Lwd  George  Hamilton.) 

MALTA  (POLITICAL  CONDITION). 

Address  for  "  Copy  of  a  Despatch 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  by  Sir  Arthur  Lyon  Fre- 
mantle,  late  Governor  of  Malta,  dated 
29th  December,  1898,  on  the  political 
condition  of  Malta;  and  of  all  recent 
Correspondence  relative  to  the  same." — 
(Mr.  Mlver.) 


QUESTIONS. 


THE  MUSCAT  INCIDENT. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of .  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  discussion  of  local  details  in 
relation  to  the  Muscat  incident  has  suffi- 
ciently closed  to  allow  of  the  presentation 
of  the  Papers  to  Parliament. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford): 
am  afraid  the  discussion  of  local 
details  is  not  yet  closed,  and  we  cannot 
lay  Papers  at  present. 

EXEMPTION  OF   FOREIGN  CONSULS 
FROM  TAXATION. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  what  are  the  immunities 
and  privileges  (if  any)  in  regard  to  the 
exemption  from  personal  taxation  enjoyed 
by  the  Consuls  representing  foreign  coun- 
tries in  different  portions  of  the  Empire  ; 


and  are  the  same  immunities  and  privi- 
leges allowed  to  all  Consuls,  whether  paid 
by  salary  or  by  fees. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  Consuls  of  foreign 
states  enjoy  no  special  privileges  or 
immunities,  as  a  matter  of  right,  in 
the  Queen's  Dominions.  In  the  United 
Kingdom  foreign  Consuls  are,  however, 
exempted  in  practice,  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  from  payment  of  income  tax 
on  their  official  salaries,  but  not  from 
other  taxes. 

RUSSIA  AND   BRITISH   LOAN  CON- 
TRACTS IN  CHINA. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD  (York): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  protest 
presented  on  24th  July  by  the  British 
Minister  at  Pekin  to  the  Tsung-li-Yamen, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  England 
would  not  tolerate  any  interference  of 
another  Power  with  the  British  loan  con- 
tract entered  into  freely  by  the  Chinese 
Government,  especially  referred  to  the 
demand  made  by  Russia  at  Pekin,  on  1 1th 
June,  1898,  and  19th  July,  1898,  that  the 
portion  of  the  line  to  be  built  should  not 
be  mortgaged  to  the  British  bondholders, 
and  that  no  foreign  control  should  be 
permitted  even  in  case  of  default,  both  of 
which  points  were  included  in  the  pre- 
liminary contract  between  the  Chinese 
Government  and  a  British  corporation  on 
7th  June,  1898  ;  and,  whether  the  Foreign 
Office  subsequently  insisted  on  the  British 
corporation  withdrawing  from  the  agree- 
ment the  clauses  objected  to  by  Russia, 
despite  the  British  Minister's  statement 
that  England  would  tolerate  no  inter- 
ference in  the  matter. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  negotiations 
concerning  the  Northern  Railways  loans 
are  detailed  at  length  in  the  Blue-book, 
and  must  be  considered  in  connection 
with  the  negotiations  for  a  general  settle- 
ment proceeding  at  the  time.  The 
British  corporation  was  consulted,  and 
agreed  to  the  arrangements  made  upon 
which  their  capital  was  successfully 
raised. 


RUSSIAN  RAILWAY  CONCESSIONS  IN 
PERSIA. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  when  the  agreement 
giving  Russia  priority  of  railway  conces- 
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sions  in  Persia  expires ;  and  what  steps 
Her  Majesty's  Government  propose 
taking,  at  the  expiration  of  this  agree- 
ment, to  place  England  on  an  equal 
footing  with  Russia  as  regards  the  con- 
struction of  railways  in  Persia. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  Nopublic  announce- 
ment has  been  made  as  to  the  agreement 
in  question,  and  it  would  be  inexpedient 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  make 
a  declaration  as  to  their  intentions. 


BRITISH  INTERESTS  IN  THE  PERSIAN 
GULF. 

Mr.  MACLEAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the  concessions 
granted  to  German  capitalists  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  through  Asia 
Minor  and  Mesopotamia  to  Bagdad,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  notify  the 
Porte  that  English  interests  in  the  trade 
of  the  Persian  Gulf  make  it  necessary  for 
any  line  that  may  be  hereafter  constructed 
from  Bagdad  to  Bussora  and  the  Gulf  to 
be  entrusted  to  English  capitalists. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
make  any  statement  as  to  the  intentions 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  this 
matter,  but  we  are  fully  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  British  interests 
in  the  Persian  Gulf. 


RUSSIAN  TAXES  ON  ENGLISH  COM- 
MERCIAL TRAVELLERS. 

♦Mr.  BILL  (Staffordshire,  Leek) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Russian 
Government  has  lately  imposed  a  tax  of  50 
roubles  on  English  commercial  travellers 
carrying  on  their  business  in  Russia ;  and 
also  a  tax  of  500  roubles,  or  over  £50,  on 
the  firms  which  they  represent ;  and 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  St. 
Petersburg  has  been  instructed  to  make 
representations  to  the  Russian  Government 
against  such  charges  as  calculated  to  check 
the  development  of  trade  between  that 
country  and  England. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  reply  to  the 
two  questions  in  the  first  paragraph  is  in 
the  affirmative.  There  are,  however, 
several  points  in  regard  to  which  the 
precise  manner  in  which  the  new  law  will 
be  applied  is  open  to  doubt,  and  upon 
these  points  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador 
has  been  instructed  to  ask  for  explana- 


tions, before  it  can  be  decided  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  be 
warranted  in  making  any  representations 
against  the  proposed  charges. 

TONGA. 

Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  now  in  a 
position  to  make  his  promised  statement 
in  reference  to  the  recent  visit  of  H.M.S. 
"  Tauranga"  to  Tonga,  the  interviews  of 
Captain  Stewart  with  King  George, 
and  the  further  responsibilities,  if  any, 
incurred  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  connection  with  this  native  kingdom. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  This  agreement 
involves  no  liability  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  it  is  therefore 
not  thought  desirable  to  publish  it. 

MANCHURIAN  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devon,  South 
Molton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
if  the  clause  in  the  Anglo-Russian 
Agreement,  that  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment is  at  liberty  to  support  con- 
cessions for  a  railway  from  the  main 
Manchurian  line  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  implies  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment will  offer  no  objection  to  the 
construction  of  a  railway  joining  Peking 
with  the  main  Manchurian  line. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  The  clause  referred 
to  in  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  does 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  cover  the  question  of  rail- 
way communication  with  Peking. 

THE  YANG-TSZE  VALLEY. 

Mr.  LAMBERT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  any  consent  has  been  given  by 
China,  Russia,  or  any  country  to  the  geo- 
graphical definition  of  the  Yang-tsze  Valley 
as  being  the  provinces  bordering  the 
Yang-tsze  River  and  the  provinces  of 
Honan  and  Chekiang ;  and  whether  the 
Government  has  got  inserted  in  any  rail- 
way concessions  obtained  by  foreign 
Powers  in  China  a  (proviso  guarding 
British  goods  from  differential  treatment 
or  preferential  rates,  as  suggested  by  Lord 
Salisbury's  despatches  of  the  24th  Sep- 
tember last. 
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•MB.  BRODRICK  :  The  valley  or  basin 
of  the  Yang-tszo  has  been  defined  aa  stated 
in  the  question,  and  this  definition  was 
communicated  to  the  Russian  Govern 
ment,  but  there  has  been  no  occasion  to 
invite  the  assent  of  the  Powers  to  it.  As 
will  be  seen  from  the  papers  just  pre- 
sented, the  Russian  Government  con- 
sidered the  question  of  railway  rates  as 
too  technical  for  insertion  in  a  preliminary 
agreement,  and  that  it  should  be  settled  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  when  the  time 
came  for  its  necessary  consideration.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will,  of  course,  use 
their  best  efforts  to  prevent  British  gooda. 
being  subjected  to  differential  treatment 
on  Chinese  railways. 

HKITISH  OFFICERS  AT  OMDURMAN. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  can  state 
what  was  the  number  of  British  officers 
present  with  each  battalion  of  native 
troops  at  the  Battle  of  Omdurman  ;  and 
whether  care  will  l»e  taken  in  any  future 
operations  in  the  Soudan  that  tho  pro- 
portion of  British  officers  to  native  troops 
shall  be  kept  to  the  full  standard. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  number  of 
British  officers  in  Soudanese  battalions 
is  five,  in  Egyptian  battalions  four.  It  is 
not  now  possible  to  say  what  number  of 
these  were  present  with  each  battalion 
at  the  Battle  of  Omdurman,  but  battalions 
are  kept  complete  or  very  nearly  so  to 
the  above  establishments.  It  is,  of  course, 
not  possible  on  a  campaign  to  secure  that 
all  officers  will  be  present  at  an  engage- 
ment. 

FUTURE  MILITARY  OPERATIONS 
IN  THE  SOUDAN. 

Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  further  military  opera- 
tions on  a  considerable  scale  are  to  be 
undertaken  in  the  Soudan  in  the  autumn ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  they  are  to  be  carried 
out  entirely  by  means  of  native  troops, 
or  whether  British  troops  will  also  be 
employed. 

•Mr.  BRODRICK  :  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  make  any  statement  as  to  whether 
military  operations  may  be  necessary  in 
the  Soudan  next  autumn  or  not.  "Nor 
has  any  question  arisen  as  to  the  nature 
of  troops  to  be  employed. 
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THE  PATRIOTIC  FUND. 

Mr.  SPICER  (Monmouth  Boroughs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Patriotic  Fund  (Commissioners  have  de- 
clined to  re-admit  a  widow  named  Frances 
Lewis,  of  Newport  (Mon.),  who,  as  the 
wife  of  Patrick  Driscoll,  1st  Battalion,  1st 
Regiment  of  Foot,  was  two  years  in  the 
Crimea,  and  underwent  many  of  the 
hardships  of  that  campaign ;  and. 
whether  the  decision  will  be  reconsidered, 
seeing  that  she  is  now  aged,  again  a 
widow,  and  almost  absolutely  dependent 
on  the  ratepayers. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  G.  Wywdram, 
Dover} :  The  case  of  Mrs.  Lewis  has  been 
carefully  considered  by  the  Patriotic  Fund 
Commissioners,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  is  not  only  no  evidence  of  the 
death  of  her  second  husband,  Charles 
Wilmott,  but  that  the  certificate  of  her 
third  marriage  has  been  unmistakably 
tampered  with,  they  are  unable  to  re- 
admit her  to  the  list  of  recipients  of  the 
fund. 

ELECTRIC  MOTORS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY.  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  tiie 
Admiralty  whether  an  order  has  been 
issued,  or  is  in  contemplation,  withdraw- 
ing from  the  engineering  branch  the  con-  J 
trol  of  the  various  electrical  motors,  ani 
placing  these  complicated  machines  ii 
charge  of  lieutenants  ;  and  whether  it  i 
contemplated  that  the  necessary  duty  o 
overhauling  and  repairing  the  motor 
shall  be  performed  by  the  engineering 
branch. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen,  Si. 
George's,  Hanover  Square) :  No  chang* 
in  the  present  Regulations  as  to  the 
charge  of  electric  motors  is  contemplated. 
In  1898  the  torpedo  officer,  or  wbert 
none  is  borne  the  gunnery  officer,  »*> 
made  responsible  for  electric  motors. 
Before  that  time  electric  motors  were 
not  specially  mentioned  in  the  Regok- 
tions,  as  there  were  scarcely  any  in  the 
Service,  but  in  the  few  cases  in  which 
they  were  fitted  it  was  the  practice  foj 
the  torpedo  officer  to  take  charge  of 
them.  The  motors  are  kept  in  repair  by 
the  torpedo  staff. 


{COMMONS} 


633         Signalmen  on  the  {8  June 

WATER-TUBE  BOILERS. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast,  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  when,  and  in  what 
form,  it  will  be  convenient  to  him  to 
present  to  the  House  the  promised  state- 
ment with  regard  to  the  performance  of 
the  water-tube  boilers  on  board  Her 
Majesty's  ships. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  Every  effort  is  being 
made  to  complete  the  statement  as  soon 
as  possible,  but  in  view  of  the  large 
amount  of  current  work  in  the  office  the 
preparation  necessarily  takes  some  time. 
It  is  not  practicable  to  explain  in  an 
answer  to  a  question  the  form  in  which 
the  information  will  be  given,  but  I  shall  be 
glad  to  show  it  to  the  hon.  Member.  It 
will  be,  generally  speaking,  a  continuation 
of  the  Return  No.  234  of  1895. 


LIFE  ASSURANCE  IN   THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  the  Board  is  obtaining 
Returns  under  the  3rd,  4th,  5th,  and  6th 
schedules  of  the  Life  Assurance  Com- 
panies Act,  1870,  from  those  members  of 
Lloyd's  and  others  who  have  issued 
policies  of  insurance  upon  human  life 
within  the  United  Kingdom:  and 
whether  such  persons  who  have  begun 
such  business  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  have  been  required  to  make  the 
deposit  of  JE20,000  specified  in  the  3rd 
section  thereof. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
op  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
I  can  only  give  the  hon.  Member  the 
same  answer  as  I  gave  to  the  similar 
question  asked  by  him  on  the  12th  July, 
1897.  The  Board  of  Trade  have  no  in- 
formation that  any  member  of  Lloyd's 
or  other  individual  has  issued  or  incurred 
any  liability  under  such  policies  except 
as  a  member  of  a  life  assurance  office. 


Mr.  BOULNOIS  :  May  I  be  allowed 
to  hand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  copies 
of  such  policies  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Yes,  I  shall  be  glad  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  me  any 
information  he  can. 
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BLACKHEAD  LIGHTHOUSE. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Down,  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  with  reference  to  the 
erection  of  the  new  lighthouse  at  Black- 
head, county  Antrim,  whether  he  is  aware 
of  the  danger  involved  in  delaying  to 
secure  from  the  tenants  and  occupiers 
possession  of  the  lands  upon  which  it  is 
proposed  to  construct  the  lighthouse 
there ;  whether,  considering  the  increas- 
ing value  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  White- 
head, which  is  adjacent  to  the  place,  a 
fair  and  liberal  offer  will  be  made  to  the 
tenants  for  their  interest  in  the  holdings 
required ;  and  if  he  can  say  about  what 
date  the  work  is  likely  to  be  commenced. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  As  stated  by  me  on 
2nd  June,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Gateshead,  a  site  has  been  obtained 
for  the  new  lighthouse  on  the  Blackhead. 
I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Irish  Lights  that  the  site  can  be  entered 
upon  at  once.  The  Board  of  Trade  have 
no  power  to  make  any  suggestion  as  re- 
gards the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the 
tenants,  which,  in  case  of  disagreement, 
will  be  determined  by  arbitration  in 
manner  provided  by  statute.  I  under- 
stand that  tenders  for  the  buildings  will 
be  invited  very  shortly,  but  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  date  upon  which  the 
work  is  likely  to  be  actually  commenced. 


SIGNALMEN   ON   THE  NORTH- 
EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY 
(Yorks,  Shipley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
will  state  to  the  House  how  many  signal 
boxes  on  the  North-Eastern  Railway  exist 
in  which  signalmen  are  on  duty  12  hours 
consecutively  without  any  relief :  and 
whether  the  Board  of  Trade  is  taking 
steps,  in  the  interest  of  the  safety  of  the 
travelling  public,  to  discourage  such  long 
hours  of  continuous  labour  in  positions 
where  concentrated  attention  to  duty  is 
essential  for  the  safety  of  passengers. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  Board  have  not 
the  information  asked  for  in  the  fhst 
paragraph  of  the  question.  In  cases 
under  the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act, 
1893,  the  Board  discourage  continuous 
twelve-hour  shifts  in  signal  boxes.  The 
amount  of  work  to  be  Hone  by  signalmen 
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varies  largely,  and  the  case  of  nearly 
every  box  must  be  considered  on  it* 
merits. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY : 
Will  the  right,  hon.  Gentleman  take  any 
steps  to  obtain  the  information  referred 
to  in  the  first  paragraph  t 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  We  have  no  power  to 
compel  the  company  to  give  the  infor- 
mation, but  if  the  hon.  Member  wishes  it 
I  will  see  what  can  be  done. 

NEWBIGGIN-BY-THE-SEA  FISHERIES. 

Mr.  FENWICK  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  property 
of  the  value  of  £110,  belonging  to  the 
fishermen  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea,  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  was  destroyed 
last  week  by  trawlers  operating  within 
the  recognised  limit ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  these  offences  occur  with  great 
frequency,  he  is  prepared  to  take  any 
further  steps  to  prevent  the  inshore  fish- 
ing industry  on  the  north-east  coast  being 
wilfully  destroyed  by  the  illegal  opera- 
tions of  these  trawlers. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  have  received  no 
information  as  to  the  alleged  destruction 
of  fishing  gear  at  Newbiggin,  but  the 
matter  was  referred  to  at  the  annual 
Fishery  Conference  on  the  6th  instant. 
Trawling  within  this  district  is  pro- 
hibited by  bye-law  made  by  the  North- 
umberland Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  and 
it  is  for  that  body  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  enforce  their  own 
bye-law. 

SCOTTISH  EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT 
CIRCULARS. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  whether 
he  will  furnish  Members  desiring  it  with 
copies  of  the  circulars  of  the  Education 
Department  which  have  been  issued  since 
the  publication  of  last  year's  report,  so 
that  they  may  be  in  their  hands  before 
the  discussion  of  Scotch  Estimates. 

*THE  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  :  The 
circulars  issued  by  the  Department  in 
the  course  of  a  year  are  numerous,  and 
several  of  them  have  reference  only  to 
unimportant  details  of  routine  business. 


All  that  are  of  general  interest  are  on 
sale,  and  may  be  obtained  at  small  cost, 
and  it  has  never  therefore  been  considered 
necessary  to  have  them  printed  and  dis- 
tributed as  Parliamentary  papers.  In 
any  case  the  request  could  not  be  com- 
plied with  before  Friday  of  next  week. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  AND  THE 
JAPANESE. 
Mr.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  whether  recent  enactments  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia  in  reference  to  the  immigration 
of  Japanese  have  been  disallowed  at  the 
instance  of  Her  Majesty's  Government ; 
and,  if  so,  upon  what  grounds. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Certain  laws  enacted 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia  imposing  disqualifica- 
tions on  Japanese  have  been  disallowed 
by  the  Government  of  Canada  at  the 
instance  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  offensive  to  a 
friendly  Power. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN  REPUBLIC—THE 
BLOEMFONTEIN  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby):  I  beg  to  ask 
the ,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  make  any 
statement  to  the  House  with  regard  to 
the  Conference  at  Bloemfontein. 

The  following  questions  on  the  same 
subject  also  appeared  on  the  paper : — 

Mr.  DILLON :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  when  he  expects 
to  be  able  to  lay  upon  the  table  papers  in 
reference  to  recent  negotiations  with  the 
Government  of  the  Transvaal. 

Mr.  DILLON :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is  in 
a  position  to  make  a  statement  as  to  the 
result  of  the  Conference  between  Presi- 
dent Kruger  and  Sir  A.  Milner. 

Mr.  PHILIP  STANHOPE  (Burnley) : 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  when  he  will  make  a  full  state- 
ment as  to  the  causes  of  the  failure  of 
the  Conference  between  President  Kruger 
■  and  Sir  Alfred  Milner  ;  and  whether  he 
[  will  undertake  that,  pending  the  presen- 


Digilized  by 


Google 


637        South  African  {8  June 


1899}  Republic. 


638 


tation  to  Parliament  of  the  official  reports 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  proceed 
with  no  action  tending  to  the  possible 
rapture  of  diplomatic  relations  between 
this  country  and  the  Government  of  the 
Transvaal. 

Mr,  C.  P.  SCOTT :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
cause  to  be  printed  and  at  once  circulated 
to  Members  copies  of  the  Outlanders' 
petition  received  some  weeks  since  from 
the  Transvaal,  and  also  of  the  counter- 
petition. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  It  is  un- 
fortunately true  that  the  Conference  has 
broken  up  without  any  result,  and  a  new 
situation  has  thus  been  created.  Presi- 
dent Kruger  has  rejected  the  proposals 
for  a  settlement  offered  by  Sir  Alfred 
Milner,  and  the  alternative  suggested  by 
him  was  considered  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner, 
and  is  now  considered  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  as  entirely  inadequate.  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  Memorandum 
which  Sir  Alfred  Milner  informs  us  he 
has  communicated  to  the  Press  on  the 
subject  of  the  Conference.  He  under- 
stood that  this  memorandum  would  be 
telegraphed  by  Router  verbatim  to  this 
country,  but  owing  to  some  unexplained 
cause  it  has  not  yet  arrived.  I  am  there- 
fore unable  to  say  whether  the  state- 
ment of  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic  which  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  meantime  agrees  in  all 
respects  with  Sir  Alfred  Milners  ac- 
count. I  understand  that  the  discussion 
turned  mainly  on  the  question  of  the 
franchise.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  was  of 
opinion  that  the  exclusion  of  the  Uit- 
laadera  from  representation  was  the  root 
of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen,  and 
that  it  was  desirable,  if  possible,  to  come 
to  an  arrangement  on  this  point  before 
dealing  with  other  questions  in  dispute 
between  the  two  Governments.  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  asked  that  the  franchise 
should  be  given  to  all  naturalised  aliens 
who  have  resided  five  years  in  tho 
country,  with  retroactive  effect,  and  a 
fair  amount  of  representation  be  con- 
ceded to  the  new  population.  President 
Kroner's  proposal  was  substantially  as 
follows:  First,  that  aliens  who  were 
resident  in  the  country  before  1890 
might  naturalise  and  have  the  full  fran- 
chise in  two  years'  time ;  secondly, 


that  the  bulk  of  the  Uitlanders  might  be 
naturalised  in  two  years'  time,  and  might 
receive  the  franchise  five  years  later — 
that  is  to  say,  in  seven  years  from  the 
present  time.  Between  the  period  of 
naturalisation  and  that  of  receiving 
the  franchise  they  would  have  to  aban- 
don their  present  nationality,  and  would 
have  no  rights  of  nationality  in  the 
Transvaal.  The  President  also  attached 
to  his  offer  certain  conditions  as  to 
a  pecuniary  qualification,  and  the 
proof  of  possession  of  civil  rights  in 
the  country  from  which  the  alien  had 
come.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the 
further  condition,  that  a  majority  of 
two-thirds  of  the  burghers  would  be 
required  to  confirm  the  possession  of  the 
franchise,  would  be  insisted  upon.  The 
President  agreed  that  three  members 
might  be  added  to  the  representation  of 
the  mining  districts,  thus  giving  to  them 
five  members  out  of  a  total  of  thirty- 
one.  According  to  these  proposals  no 
change  whatever  would  take  place  for 
two  years,  and  then  only  in  the  case  of  a 
small  minority  of  the  Uitlanders  who 
had  resided  eleven  years  in  the  Transvaal. 
The  whole  of  these  proposals  were  made 
subject  to  an  agreement  by  this  country  to 
refer  all  differences  with  the  Transvaal 
to  the  arbitration  of  a  foreign  Power. 
Sir  Alfred  considered  these  proposals  as 
altogether  inadequate,  and  further  in- 
formed the  President  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  not  consent  to  the 
intervention  of  any  foreign  Power  in  dis- 
putes between  themselves  and  the 
Government  of  the  South  African  Re- 
public. The  President  also  asked  for 
the  incorporation  of  Swaziland,  but  does 
not  appear  to  have  pressed  this  claim. 
He  also  demanded  that  the  question  of 
an  indemnity-  for  the  Jameson  raid 
should  be  settled ;  and  was  informed  by 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  that  the  British 
South  Africa  Company  had  agreed,  in  a 
despatch  which  was  then  on  its  way, 
that,  while  protesting  against  the  amount 
of  the  claim  sent  in  as  altogether  un- 
reasonable, they  would  nevertheless 
consent  to  submit  to  arbitration  the 
amount  of  damages  for  any  material 
injury  suffered  by  the  Transvaal  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Jameson  raid.  The 
question  of  the  dynamite  monopoly  was 
touched  upon,  but,  in  view  of  the  failure 
to  come  to  an  agreement  with  regard  to 
the  franchise,  it  was  reserved  for  further 
discussion  between  the  two  Governments. 
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I  have  to  add  that  the  despatch  in  answer 
to  the  petition  of  the  Uitlanders  to  the 
Queen,  which  was  sent  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner before  the  invitation  to  the 
Conference  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Orange  Free  State,  and  which 
had  been  held  back  pending  the  result  of 
the  Conference,  will  now  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic,  and  as  soon  as  they 
have  received  it  will  be  laid  on  the  Table 
with  other  papers,  including  the  petition 
of  the  Uitlanders  to  the  Queen,  and  the 
counter-petition  of  other  Uitlanders  to 
the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  will  include 
in  those  Papers  the  instructions  he  gave 
to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  for  his  guidance 
at  the  Conference  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  Sir  ; 
that  will  not  come  into  the  present  Blue- 
book.  A  subsequent  Blue-book  will  have 
to  be  published  as  soon  as  we  get  the  full 
report  of  the  Conference,  and  that  will 
contain  all  the  instructions  I  gave. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  fully 
answered  my  question  as  to  when  he 
expects  to  lay  on  the  Table  the  Papers 
relating  to  the  Transvaal.  I  understood 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  he 
will  lay  immediately  the  despatches  and 
reply  to  the  Uitlanders'  petition,  and  that 
further  Papers  will  be  laid  at  a  later  date. 
I  venture  to  urge  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  view  that  a  situation  has 
now  arisen  when  the  Government  ought 
to  lay  before  the  House  all  the  Papers 
relating  to  the  negotiations  which  they 
propose  at  any  time  to  communicate  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  Govern- 
ment cannot  lay  Papers  on  the  Table  until 
they  get  them.  I  cannot  possibly  receive 
the  full  despatches  containing  what  has 
taken  place  at  the  Conference  for  about 
three  weeks.  As  soon  as  I  get  them  I 
propose  to  lay  them  on  the  Table. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMANN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  presume  the  Colo- 
nial Office  Vote  will  not  be  taken  before 
these  Papers  are  received  ? 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.):  No,  Sir;  I  think  that  would  be 
expedient. 

BATHING  FATALITY  AT  ALDERSHOT. 

Mr.  .JEFFREYS  (Ha-its,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  Private 
D.  Jackson,  of  the  2nd  Black  Watch,  was 
drowned  whilst  bathing  in  the  canal  at 
Aldershot  on  28th  May,  and  that  there 
were  no  appliances  for  saving  life  in  the 
vicinity;  and  whether  proper  bathing 
places  will  be  established  for  the  use  of 
the  soldiers  at  Aldershot. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  regret  to  say 
that  a  soldier  of  the  Royal  Highlanders 
was  drowned  in  the  canal,  notwithstand- 
ing the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  a  comrade 
to  save  him.  The  man  was  bathing  con- 
trary to  orders,  as  the  bathing  season  had 
not  commenced.  When  bathing  is  per- 
mitted, certain  hours  are  specified  and 
picquets  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for 
saving  life  are  detailed  at  three  bathing 
places.  I  may  add  that  money  is  taken 
in  this  year's  Estimates  for  the  provision 
of  a  swimming  bath  at  Aldershot. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS :  May  I  ask  whether 
last  week  the  weather  was  not  hot  enough 
for  bathing  at  Aldershot  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  This  private  was 
drowned,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  on  Sunday, 
the  28th  May. 

MILITARY  PRISONS. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  when  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Inspector-General  of  Military 
Prisons  will  be  presented  to  the  House. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  hope  to  present 
this  Report  before  the  end  of  the  month. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  POLICE. 

Captain  NORTON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  can  state  if  any  diffi- 
culty is  experienced  at  the  present  time 
in  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  suit- 
able recruits  for  the  ranks  of  the  Metro- 
politan  Police;  and  by  what Jjum»*r  that 
force  is  short  of  its  established  strength. 
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*Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lanes.,  Blackpool) :  The 
answer  to  the  first  paragraph  is  in  the 
negative.  It  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
provide  a  margin  for  temporary  augmen- 
tations, to  keep  the  force  below  its 
authorised  strength,  and  it  is  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  285  short ;  but  this  includes 
a  recently  authorised  augmentation  of 
100  men  for  whom  recruiting  has  not  yet 
commenced.  The  actual  deficit  therefore 
is  185,  which  is  below  the  average  of  the 
past  seven  years.  These  figures  take  no 
account  of  the  75  men  now  being  trained 
in  the  preparatory  class. 

ALLAHABAD     HIGH  COURT-LADY 
BARRISTERS. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  his  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  unsuccessful  applica- 
tion of  Miss  Sorabji  for  permission  to 
plead  before  the  Allahabad  High  Court ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  lady 
referred  to  has  taken  law  honours  at 
Oxford  and  has  passed  the  LL.B  exami- 
nation of  the  Bombay  University,  and 
has  complied  with  all  the  necessary 
regulations ;  and  whether  he  will  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  she  is  prevented 
from  practising  before  the  High  Courts 
of  India. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Geo.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing)  :  I  am  aware  that  Miss 
Sorabji  applied  to  the  High  Court  for 
permission  to  practise  as  a  pleader,  and 
that  the  Court,  which  has  an  absolute 
discretion  in  the  matter  under  Letters 
Patent,  refused  its  assent  to  her  applica- 
tion. I  do  not  know  what  honours  Miss 
Sorabji  may  have  taken  at  Oxford  or  else- 
where, nor  do  I  know  the  grounds  of  the 
Court's  refusal ;  but  I  think  it  probable 
that  in  was  on  account  of  her  sex,  which 
would  equally  have  debarred  her  from 
practising  in  any  court  of  law  in  this 
country. 

LEGAL  EDUCATION  IN  INDIA. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN 
(Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  control  of  legal  education  in 
Calcutta  is  wholly  in  private  hands,  the 
Government  Presidency  College  having 
no  law  department,  and  the  four  private 
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colleges  teaching  up  to  the  full  course  of 
the  University  law  degree  ;  and  whether 
he  will  state  upon  what  grounds  the 
Bombay  Government  have  now  decided 
to  pursue  a  different  policy,  and  consider 
it  not  advisable  that  the  control  of  higher 
legal  education  in  Bombay  should  be 
wholly  or  partially  in  private  hands. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
facts  are  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  question.  The  grounds  on  which 
the  Bombay  Government  decided  that 
the  control  of  higher  legal  education 
should  not  in  Bombay  be  allowed  to  pass 
to  private  institutions  are  thus  stated  in 
a  letter  from  that  Government  of  the 
1st  September,  1898  :— 

"  In  the  opinion  of  this  Government  it  is 
inadvisable  to  allow  the  control  of  higher  legal 
education  to  pass  to  private  institutions,  for 
the  administration  of  the  law  is  undoubtedly 
a  part  of  the  general  administration  of  the 
country,  and  in  spite  of  the  fundamental  dis- 
sociation of  law  from  politics  there  is  a 
distinct  danger  of  the  perversion  of  legal  in- 
struction to  political  uses." 

Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN  :  I 
bee  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  for  the  last  few  years  the 
Bombay  Government  have  contributed 
nothing  to  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment Law  School,  hut  on  the  contrary 
have  made  a  yearly  profit  of  about 
Rs.8,000  from  the  fees  paid  by  the 
students,  and  have  now  resolved  to  raise 
these  f ees ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Bombay  Government  refused  to  sanction 
the  affiliation  of  the  proposed  private 
College  of  Law  on  the  ground  that  they 
desired  to  improve  the  Government  School 
by  means  of  these  enhanced  fees,  and  were 
therefore  unwilling  that  students  should 
be  diverted  to  another  institution;  and 
whether  this  prevention  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  private  College  of  Law  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Government. 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  It  is 
a  fact  that  the  fees  received  at  the 
Government  Law  School  at  Bombay  have 
during  recent  years  exceeded  the  expen- 
diture, but  I  doubt  whether  the  average 
excess  has  been  so  much  as  Rs.8,000  ;  in 
1896-97  it  was  only  Rs.3,190.  It  is  also 
true  that  the  Bombay  Government  have 
resolved  to  raise  the  fees  ;  but  this  is  not 
to  make  a  profit  out  of  fees,  but  to 
make  the  new  organisation  self-support- 
ing. I  answered  the  second  and  third 
paragraphs  of  the  question  in  my  reply 
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to  the  hon.  Member's  question  of 
the  16th  May  last.  The  question  of  the 
fees  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  refusal  of 
the  Bombay  Government  to  sanction  the 
application  of  the  private  institution  to 
the  Bombay  University. 

♦Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN : 
Will  the  noble  lord  ascertain  from  the 
Bombay  Government  which  of  the  con- 
tradictory reasons  they  rely  upon  for  pre- 
venting the  establishment  of  this  private 
college  1 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  No, 
sir,  I  can  add  nothing  to  my  answer. 

PASTEUR  INSTITUTE  FOR  INDIA. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  held 
on  the  15th  April  last,  at  the  office  of  the 
Director-General,  Indian  Medical  Service, 
at  Simla  (the  Director-General  himself  in 
the  chair),  when  it  was  proposed  to  ask 
the  Government  to  make  a  grant  for  a 
Pasteur  Institute,  and  to  place  it  under  a 
Government  medical  officer ;  whether  this 
committee  has  been  formed  with  the 
sanction  of  Government ;  and  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  grant  them  the  assistance 
asked  for. 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  (1)  I 
have  seen  a  newspaper  report  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Pasteur  Institute  Committee 
to  which  the  question  refers.  (2)  The 
Government  of  India  are,  I  believe, 
aware  of  the  formation  and  proceedings  of 
the  committee;  but  I  ascertained  some 
weeks  ago  that  they  had  not  decided  on 
their  course  of  action.  They  hoped,  how- 
ever, to  deal  with  the  subject  during  the 
present  summer. 

MINERAL   RIGHTS    IN  HYDERABAD 
STATE. 

Sir  ANDREW  SCOBLE  (Hackney, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  certain  prospectuses  of  the 
Godaveri  Estates,  Limited,  and  the 
Godaveri  Valley  Collieries,  Limited,  pur- 
porting to  deal  with  mining  and  other 
rights  in  the  Zemindari  of  Ramangavaram 
and  Mullur,  in  Hyderabad  State;  and 
whether  the  Zemindar  has  power  to  give 
a  lease  of  the  mineral  rights  on  his 
estate. 


♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  My 
attention  has  been  called  to  these  pro- 
spectuses, which  appear  to  have  been 
issued  in  London  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
ploiting a  concession  alleged  to  have  been 

rited  by  one  Mathu  Krishnam,  Zemin- 
of  Ramangavaram  and  Mullur,  in  the 
Warangal  District  of  Hyderabad  State. 
The  Government  of  His  Highness  the 
Nizam  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice 
of  the  Government  of  India,  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
this  alleged  concession;  and  that, 
inasmuch  as  no  Zemindar  has  the  right 
to  lease  minerals  to  an  English  Company 
without  their  consent  ana  that  of  the 
Government  of  India,  any  contract  pur- 
porting to  deal  with  mining  rights  which 
may  have  been  made  by  the  Zemindar  is 
null  and  void. 

INDIAN  SUGAR  TRADE 
Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  state  the  quan- 
tities of  sugar,  raw  and  refined,  entering 
India  during  the  year  1898-9,  specifying 
in  each  case  the  countries  of  origin. 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  The 
trade  returns  for  March,  1899,  give  the  fol- 
lowing figures  as  the  imports  of  sugar  into 
India  during  the  year  1898-99  :— 

Refined  Sugar. 


From  Austria-Hungary 
Germany 
Mauritius 
China 
Java 

Straits  Settlements 
Other  countries 


1,063,737  cwt. 

413,971  „ 

1,793,607  „ 

185,682  „ 

162,500  „ 

75,656  „ 

69,757  „ 


Total  3,764,910  cwt. 

Unrefined  Sugar. 
From  all  countries  312,778  cwt. 

I  have  as  yet  received  no  details 
regarding  the  countries  from  which  this 
unrefined  sugar  came.  It  may  be  added 
that  167,644  cwt.  of  foreign  refined 
sugar  were  re-exported  from  India  during 
the  year. 

SAVINGS  BANK  INQUIRY. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee):  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
if  he  can  state  to  what  kind  of  committee 
the  proposed  inquiry  into  the  financial 
relations  of  the  State  to  savings  banks 
will  be  referred,  and  the  scope  of  the 
reference. 
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The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  have  fulfilled  the  inten- 
tion I  expressed  of  consulting  with 
several  hon.  Members  who  have  taken  a 
special  interest  in  this  subject;  and  a 
strong  opinion  has  been  expressed  to  me 
by  some  whose  views  I  feel  bound  to 
respect  that  such  a  matter  ought  not  to 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  with- 
out a  definite  indication  of  the  views  of 
the  Government.  There  would  also  be 
some  difficulty  in  constituting  a  Com- 
mittee at  this  time  of  the  year,  as  some 
Members  whose  services  I  should  much 
like  to  secure  are  already  engaged  on 
other  work.  I  intend,  therefore,  bo  insti- 
tute certain  preliminary  inquiries,  with 
the  assistance,  I  hope,  of  someone  with 
practical  knowledge  of  the  working  of 
savings  banks ;  and  I  hope  to  base  on 
them  a  proposal  which  may  be  con- 
sidered by  a  Select  Committee  early  next 
session.  This  will  not  involve  any  real 
delay,  as  no  legislation  could  in  any  case 
take  place  this  year. 


TEA  ADULTERATION. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY:  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  statement  in  the  Press,  that  a  quarter 
of  the  caper  teas  and  half  of  the  dust 
teas  now  imported  should  be  confiscated 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  1875, 
by  reason  of  their  containing  20  per  cent, 
of  earthy  matter  and  sand ;  whether  he 
will  explain  the  nature  of  the  precautions 
taken  by  the  Customs  Department  in 
London  for  the  detection  of  such 
adulteration,  and  whether  the  number 
of  samples  analysed  could  be  increased 
with  advantage :  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  descriptions 
of  tea  above  named  are  for  the  most  part 
consumed  by  the  humbler  classes  least 
able  to  protect  themselves  against 
adulteration,  he  will  increase  the  staff  of 
inspectors  especially  allocated  to  the 
duties  of  sampling  and  analysis  of  caper 
and  dust  teas. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  this  matter.  The  Board 
of  Customs  have,  in  view  of  representa- 
tions made  to  them  by  certain  firms  and 
of  statements  in  the  Press,  ordered  a  full 
inquiry  to  be  made.  It  is  not  easy, 
within  the  limits  of  an  answer  to  a 


question,  to  explain  the  precautions  taken 
by  the  Board  for  the  detection  of  the 
adulteration  of  tea ;  but  I  shall  be  happy, 
if  the  hon.  Member  wishes  it,  to  supply 
him  with  particulars.  The  Board  of 
Customs,  as  at  present  advised,  do  not 
consider  that  there  is  any  need  for  alter- 
ing the  existing  regulations,  but  if ,  as  a 
result  of  the  investigation  now  in  progress, 
it  should  appear  advisable  to  make  such 
alterations  or  to  increase  the  number  of 
tea  inspectors,  the  necessary  steps  will  be 
taken  at  once.  Meantime  a  circular  has 
been  issued  to  the  tea  inspectors  directing 
them  to  administer  the  existing  regula- 
tions with  special  care. 


Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  : 
When  will  the  inquiry  be  held  ? 

Mr  GOSCHEN :  It  has  already  been 
begun. 

IRELAND— RIOTING  AT  COOKSTOWN. 

Mr  DILLON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  the  21st  April  last,  while 
a  private  meeting  of  the  Irish  National 
Foresters,  of  Cookstown,  was  being  held 
in  their  own  hall,  an  attack  was  made  on 
the  hall,  and  the  windows  smashed,  by 
an  Orange  drumming  party ;  and  will 
he  explain  why  the  police  were  not 
present  while  the  attack  on  the  hall  was 
going  on,  why  no  arrests  were  made, 
and  why  no  one  has  been  prosecuted. 

♦The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  am  aware  of  the  occurrence 
referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph.  After 
the  drumming  party  had  marched  through 
the  streets  it  halted  opposite  the 
Foresters'  Hall  and  continued  drumming, 
at  the  same  time  hooting  and  yelling. 
When  the  drumming  party  had  passed 
it    was    found    that   four    panes  of 

flass  in  the  hall  had  been  broken, 
'he  damage  is  estimated  at  ten 
shillings.  A  party  of  police  was 
present  on  the  occasion,  but  they  saw  no 
windows  broken  when  the  drumming 
party  was  passing,  and  did  not  become 
aware  of  the  fact  until  afterwards.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  the  noise  caused  by  the 
crowd,  which  was  a  large  one.  Every 
possible  inquiry  has  been  made  with  the 
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view  of  obtaining  evidence  against  the 
persons  concerned  in  the  breaking  of  the 
windows,  but  so  far  without  success. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION,  COUNTY 
CAVAN. 

Mr.  YOUNG  (Cavan,  K) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  judgments  in  two  sittings  of  the 
Sub-CommiBsioners  held  in  Bailieoorough, 
county  Cavan,  7  th  and  8th  March  and 
10th  May,  have  not  yet  been  communi- 
cated to  the  tenants  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  delay  is  disapppointing  to  many 
of  those  who  are  offered  and  desire  to 
purchase  their  holdings  under  the  Land 
Act ;  and  whether  he  can  say  at  what 
time  the  decision  of  the  Land  Commission 
will  be  made  known. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Judgments 
have  been  delivered  in  a  few  of  the  cases 
heard  at  Bailieborough  on  the  7th  and 
8th  March  last.  It  is  expected,  however, 
that  the  decisions  will  be  announced  on 
the  24th  instant  in  the  remaining  cases, 
as  well  as  in  a  large  number  of  the  cases 
subsequently  heard  on  the  10th  ultimo 
at  the  same  place.  The  inspection  and 
office  work  necessary  to  complete  these 
cases  is  being  proceeded  with  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  The  Commissioners  have  no 
information  on  the  subject  referred  to  in 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  question. 


IRISH    LAND    COMMISSION,  COURT 
VALUERS. 

Mr.  YOUNG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  those 
cases  where  landlords  and  tenants  agree 
to  fix  fair  rents  on  the  report  of  two 
court  valuators  there  is  great  delay  in 
securing  the  valuation ;  that  in  many 
instances  four  months  will  elapse  after 
applying  to  the  Land  Commission  before 
there  is  a  response ;  and  whether  there 
is  any  reason  for  this  delay. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  There  has 
been  some  delay  in  referring  a  number  of 
the  applications  mentioned  to  the  court 
valuers  for  inspection,  but  the  delay  has 
been  unavoidable  owing  to  the  work  in 
other  districts  in  appeal  cases,  and  it  is 
expected  that  all  such  applications  will 
have  l>i*on  referred  to  the  valuers  before 
the  end  of  July. 


IRISH  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

Captain  DONELAN:  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Down,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  reference  to 
the  complaint  of  Mr.  Fagan,  inspector  of 
industrial  schools  in  Ireland,  that  the 
children  now  committed  in  Ireland  are 
rather  destitute  than  criminal,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  circulars  sent  from 
Dublin  Castle  discouraging  the  magis- 
trates from  making  such  committals  has 
raised  considerable  indignation  through- 
out the  country ;  that  the  Industrial 
Schools  (Ireland)  Act  provides  that  such 
destitute  children  are  proper  subjects  for 
committal  under  this  Act ;  and  that  out 
of  396  boys  'discharged  from  industrial 
schools  in  Ireland  from  1894  to  1896 
(both  inclusive)  347  are  found  doing  well, 
and  31  only  re-convicted  ;  and  out  of  49 
girls  47  are  doing  well,  and  not  one  re- 
convicted ;  and,  whether,  considering  the 
good  results  of  the  present  system,  the 
closing  of  some  of  the  prisons  in  Ireland, 
and  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
prisoners  in  several  others,  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  withdrawing  or 
modifying  the  Circular  referred  to. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  words 
attributed  to  Mr.  Fagan  will  be  found  in 
his  last  Annual  Report  on  Reformatory 
and  Industrial  Schools  in  Ireland.  These 
words  should  be  read  with  the  context, 
when  it  will  appear  that  in  using  the 
word  criminal  the  inspector  meant  not 
alone  actual  criminals,  but  waifs  and 
potential  criminals.  The  statistics  quoted 
in  the  question  refer  not  to  industrial 
school  cases,  but  to  those  of  reformatory 
schools.  There  is  no  intention  to  with- 
draw or  modify  the  Circular  mentioned. 

Captain  DONELAN:  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  this  new  rule 
may  possibly  lead  to  the  closing  of  some 
of  these  schools  altogether? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  It  is  not  a 
new  rule  at  all,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  it  will  lead  to  the  closing  of 
any  schools. 

ASSISTANT    LAND  COMMISSIONERS, 
IRELAND. 

Captain  DONELAN :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Irish 
Land  Sub-Commission  has  been  appointed 
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for  a  fixed  term  of  three  years  ;  whether 
this  rule  will  apply  to  all  future  appoint- 1 
ments ;  and,  with  what  object  has  the 
change  been  made. 

•Mb.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Presumably 
the  hon.  Member  refers  to  the  Rule  made 
by  the  Land  Commission  on  the  13th 
March  last,  and  which  has  been  laid  on  the 
Table.  That  Rule  provides  that  Tem- 
porary Assistant  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  after  the  date 
thereof  and  before  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1902,  shall  hold  office,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  up  to 
and  including  the  31st  day  of  March,  1902, 
save  that  where  any  such  Temporary 
Assistant  Commissioner  has  attained  the 
age  of  65  years  he  shall  not  be  appointed 
or  re-appointed  for  a  continuous  period 
greater  than  one  year.  It  is  clear  from 
the  wording  of  this  Rule  that  its  applica- 
tion is  limited  to  appointments  made 
before  the  date  mentioned.  The  object 
of  the  Rule  is  to  give  as  long  a  tenure  of 
office  to  Temporary  Assistant  Com- 
missioners as  is  consistent  with  the  con- 
venience of  the  Service. 


IRISH  EMIGRATION  TO  AMERICA. 

Captain  DONELAN:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  Irish  emigration  to  America  con- 
tinues upon  an  extensive  scale,  and  has 
considerably  increased  this  year  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  last  year ; 
and  whether  it  is  intended  to  take  any 
steps  to  revive  Irish  industries  with  a 
view  to  provide  Irish  workers  with  em- 
ployment in  their  own  country. 

•Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  It  is  the  fact 
that  tho  number  of  emigrants  from  Ire- 
land to  the  United  States  during  the  past 
live  months  is  larger  than  the  number  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1898,  in 
which  year,  however,  the  number  of  Irish 
emigrants  was  smaller  than  for  many 
years  back.  But  the  number  of  emi- 
grants from  Ireland  to  the  United  States 
and  other  countries  during  the  past  five 
months  is  considerably  less  than  the 
average  numbers  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  the  ten  years  1889  to  1898. 

Captain  DONELAN :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  appoint  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  this  steady 
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drain  of  the  Irish  population  to  foreign 
countries  ? 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  occasion  for  such  a  Com- 
mittee. As  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge, 
the  number  of  emigrants  from  Ireland  to 
America  depends  much  more  upon  the 
state  of  trade  in  America  than  on  any 
other  cause. 

LAND  PURCHASE  ACTS. 

Mr.  YOUNG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, with  reference  to  the  unreasonable 
delay  complained  of  by  the  tenants  and 
owners  of  land  in  Ireland  in  carrying  out 
the  Land  Purchase  Acts  (Ireland),  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  an  estate 
in  Chancery  near  Kingscourt ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  number  of  tenants  on 
that  estate  have  agreed  with  the  land- 
lords to  purchase  at  a  price  already  fixed, 
and  have  lodged  with  the  Land  Commis- 
sion the  usual  affidavits  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  and  no  court  valuer  has 
since  been  sent  to  inspect  the  holdings  j 
and  if  he  can  state  the  cause  of  delay  or 
say  when  the  court  valuer  will  come 
down  to  inspect  these  holdings. 

•Mb.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  hon. 
Member's  question  does  not  contain  suffi- 
cient information  to  enable  the  particular 
estate  referred  to  to  be  identified.  If  he 
will  communicate  with  me  on  the  subject 
I  will  cause  further  inquiry  to  be  made. 

THE  AGRICULTURAL  GRANT, 
COUNTY  KILDARE. 

Mr.  CAREW  (Dublin,  College  Green) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he  has  seen  the  statement  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Kildare  County 
Council  that  a  sum  of  £753  had  been 
struck  off  the  amount  to  which  the 
Council  were  entitled  under  the  Agricul- 
tural Grant,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  exceptional  circumstances  existed 
which  should  have  increased  rather  than 
diminished  the  county's  share  of  the 
grant ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  failed  in  response 
to  the  application  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Council  to  afford  any  information  as  to 
the  basis  on  which  they  calculated  the 
amount  of  the  grant;  and  whether  he 
will  order  the  required  information  to 
bo  given. 
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♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  amount 
of  the  reduction  made  by  the  certificate 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  was 
£289,  not  £753  as  stated  in  the  question. 
All  exceptional  circumstances  were  con- 
sidered in  this  case.  The  information 
asked  for  by  the  County  Council  was  not 
given,  but  I  propose  to  lay  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  a  general  memorandum 
explaining  the  methods  adopted  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  calculating 
the  amount  of  the  grant. 


IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ORDERS. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
whether  he  can  undertake  to  have  the 
Orders  in  Council,  General  Orders,  and 
Rules  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  the  Rule  of  Court  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
Act,  collected  in  one  volume  and  issued  to 
Members  before  the  vote  for  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  is  taken. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  There  are 
some  cases  in  which  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Orders  referred  to  may 
require  modification,  and  I  would  rather 
that  they  were  not  collected  and  printed 
in  a  permanent  form  until  these  cases  have 
been  considered.  Apart  from  that,  the 
collection,  when  completed,  will  form  a 
bulky  volume,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  chance  that  it  can  be  printed  in  time 
for  the  Estimates. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  General  Order  in 
reference  to  collectors  of  the  poor  rate, 
recently  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  has  been  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House ;  and  why  it  has  not 
been  circulated. 

♦Mr.G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  General 
Order  has  not  been  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  Copies  of  it  were  sent  to 
every  county  council  and  board  of 
guardians  in  Ireland,  and  the  Order  can 
be  procured  through  any  bookseller.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  supply  the  hon. 
Member  with  a  copy  if  he  so  desires. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Does  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  consider  that  to  be  a 
bad  practice  ?  Can  he  not  undertake 
that  General  Orders  of  this  character, 
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which  bear  directly  on  the  administration 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  shall  be 
circulated  as  a  Parliamentary  paper  t 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  me  a  list  of  the  General 
Orders  which  he  would  like  so  dealt 
with,  I  will  see  if  it  can  be  carried  out. 

CORK  COUNCIL  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  informed  one  of  the 
Cork  Councils  early  in  the  year  that  a 
director  of  a  joint-stock  company,  which 
had  a  contract  with  the  Council,  could 
not  be  a  member  of  the  Council ;  and 
whether,  as  Article  12,  Sub-section  5  (c), 
of  the  Application  of  Enactments  Order, 
1898,  provides  that  a  shareholder  of  a 
company  having  a  contract  is  not  dis- 

rilified  aa  a  councillor,  and  as  a 
ector's  interest  is  not  greater  than  a 
shareholder's,  he  will  direct  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  issue  fresh  in- 
structions on  the  subject. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  been  unable  to 
trace  any  case  such  as  is  referred  to  in 
the  first  paragraph,  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  supply  me  with  further  par- 
ticulars I  will  have  another  search  made. 
I  may  add  that  the  point  raised  appears 
to  be  a  legal  one,  and  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  finally  decided  by  an  opinion  of 
the  Local#  Government  Board,  even  if 
they  expressed  one. 

AGRICULTURAL     GRANT,  COUNTY 
ROSCOMMON. 

Mr.  TULLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  amount 
deducted  as  an  excluded  charge  from  the 
Agricultural  Grant  for  the  county  Ros- 
common in  respect  of  the  Suck  drainage 
charges ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Suck  drainage  charges  are  not  charges  in 
connection  with  navigation  works  under 
Drainage  and  Navigation  (Ireland)  Acts, 
1842  to  1857,  or  any  special  Act  whether 
public  or  local ;  and  whether  he  will  have 
the  Agricultural  Grant  to  Roscommon 
increased  in  respect  of  this  matter. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  amount 
deducted  as  an  excluded  charge  from 
the  Agricultural  Grant  to  Roscommon 
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in  respect  of  the  Suck  drainage 
charges  is  £100.  As  regards  the 
second  and  third  paragraphs,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Valuation  is  of  opinion 
that  the  Suck  Drainage  Act  of 
1889,  under  which  these  charges  arise, 
fairly  comes  within  the  description  given 
in  the  latter  part  of  Section  57,  Sub- 
section 6,  paragraph  1,  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  and  therefore  that 
these  charges  should  be  excluded  from 
the  benefit  of  the  Agricultural  Grant. 


Mr.  TULLY:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  me  the  details  of  the 
excluded  charges  f 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  have  not 
the  details  here,  but  if  the  hon.  Member 
will  put  down  a  question  I  will  attend  to 
it. 

BELFAST  STREET  RIOTS. 

Captain  DONELAN :  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  S.  Down,  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  meeting 
in  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  Belfast,  addressed 
by  one  of  the  Custom  House  steps 
preachers,  on  the  27th  May  last ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  men  present  there 
then  marched  through  the  City  of  Belfast, 
and  when  passing  through  Dougall  Street 
stoned  and  smashed  the  windows  and 
fixtures  in  the  business  houses  of  a  num- 
ber of  Roman  Catholics,  and  that  they 
afterwards  attacked  and  assaulted  with 
stones  or  otherwise  a  number  of  the  city 
police;  and,  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  have  this  practice  prevented  by  the 
local  authorities. 

♦Mr,  G  W.  BALFOUR :  The  facts  are 
generally  as  stated  in  the  question,  except 
that  it  is  not  true  that  the  mob  on 
this  occasion  made  an  attack  on  the 
police,  none  of  whom  were  injured.  Pro- 
ceedings have  been  instituted  against  17 
persons  for  obstruction  and  riotous  be- 
haviour, and  the  cases  will  be  heard  at 
the  Belfast  Petty  Sessions  Court  on  the 
18th  instant. 


Captain  DONELAN  :  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Down,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  report  of  the 


proceedings  at  the  inquest  upon  the  body 
of  the  old  man  Da  vies  who  died  from 
injuries  received  at  a  so-called  religious 
meeting  at  the  Custom  House  steps,  Bel- 
fast ;  whether  a  copy  of  the  depositions 
taken  thereat  has  been  received  by  the 
authorities,  and  if  a  copy  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  depositions  disclose  that 
foul  and  filthy  imputations  were  made  by 
the  evangelists  disturbing  the  peace  there 
upon  the  members  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
Sisterhood  remarkable  for  their  works  of 
mercy  and  charity,  respected  by  the  whole 
community  of  Belfast,  and  very  dear  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  citizens;  also  that 
the  coroner's  jury  and  the  coroner  con- 
demned these  open-air  demonstrations  as 
disgraceful  and  a  menace  to  the  public 
peace  of  the  city  ;  and  what  steps,  if  any, 
will  be  taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
this  danger. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  replied  to  a 
question  on  this  subject,  addressed  to  me 
fiy  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  on 
Thursday  last.  I  see  no  reason  for  laying 
a  copy  of  the  depositions  taken  at  the 
inquest  on  the  table  of  the  House,  but  if 
the  hon.  Member  so  desires  I  will  be 
happy  to  supply  him  with  a  copy.  In 
answer  to  the  last  paragraph,  I  do  not 
propose,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  after  conferring  with  the 
local  authorities  in  Belfast,  to  institute 
proceedings  for  the  language  used  on  the 
occasion  mentioned,  but  the  Government 
will  certainly  prosecute  in  the  event  of  a 
repetition  of  such  language  in  future. 


Captain  DONELAN :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Down,  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  an  attack  was  made  upon  the 
Nationalist  demonstration  on  its  way 
home  from  the  meeting  at  Hannahstown, 
near  Belfast,  on  Sunday  evening  last ; 
that  stones  were  thrown  by  a  mob; 
that  a  disturbance  took  place  in  the  Old 
Lodge  or  Shankhill  Roads,  and  near  the 
Townsend  Street  Police  Barracks;  and 
that  the  house  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
publican  was  attacked  in  or  near  Upper 
Townsend  Street.  Whether  any,  and 
how  many,  persons  have  been  arrested ; 
and  if  he  can  give  particulars  as  to  the 
damage  done  to  persons  and  property  in 
Belfast  during  these  riotsiy^O^gl" 
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•MR.  G.  W.  BALFOUK:  Upon  the 
return  journey  of  the  Nationalist  pro- 
cession from  Hannahstown  on  the  5th 
instant,  when  near  Broadway  on  the  Falls 
Road,  a  small  crowd  of  the  Protestant 
party  assembled  in  a  field  and  groaned 
and  displayed  party  emblems.  Some  of 
the  processionists  left  the  procession  and 
attacked  them,  both  mobs  throwing 
stones.  They  were  at  once  dispersed  by 
the  police  and  military,  and  no  one  was 
injured.  On  the  Old  Lodge  Road  a  mob 
of  roughs  of  the  Protestant  party,  who 
had  collected  to  watch  the  return  of  some 
of  the  processionists,  made  a  wanton 
attack  with  stones  on  the  police.  They 
then  immediately  dispersed.  They  shortly 
afterwards  reassembled  and  threw  stones 
at  the  house  of  a  Roman  Catholic  publican 
named  O'Neill,  breaking  all  the  glass  in 
the  windows.  They  were  dispersed  by 
the  police  and  military,  and  three  of 
them  arrested.  The  place  where  this 
disturbance  took  place  is  about  300 
yards  from  Brown's  Square  Barrack, 
on  the  Shankhill  Road.  The  dis- 
turbance extended  to  the  Shankhill 
Road  and  continued  for  about  three 
hours,  but  the  rioters  were  held  in  check 
from  the  outset  by  the  military  and  the 
police,  and  very  little  damage  was  done 
to  property.  In  all  47  persons  were 
arrested  for  riotous  conduct,  stone  throw- 
ing, etc.  So  far  as  the  police  are  aware, 
no  person  was  seriously  injured.  Six 
members  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
were  wounded,  though  not  seriously. 
Mrs.  O'Neill,  wife  of  the  publican  whose 
house  was  attacked,  and  two  of  her  boys 
were  injured  by  stones,  and  one  of  them 
ig  in  hospital  suffering  from  a  broken  nose. 
Accurate  particulars  regarding  injury  to 
property  cannot  yet  be  given,  but  at 
present  it  would  appear  that  about  £270 
would  cover  the  damage  done. 

Mr.  McCARTAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  military  were 
withdrawn  from  the  streets  of  Belfast  at 
a  very  early  hour  yesterday  morning ; 
and,  if  so,  by  whose  orders  was  this  done  ; 
and  whether  he  can  say  anything  further 
as  to  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  military 
magistrate  Major  Tobin,  and  give  further 
particulars  generally  as  to  the  riots. 

♦Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR :  Early 
yesterday  morning  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  satisfied  himself  that  the  services 


of  the  military  were  no  longer  required, 
:  and  an  intimation  to  that  effect  having 
I  !>een  conveyed  to  the  magistrates  on  duty 
with  the  military,  the  latter  were  with- 
drawn from  the  streets  by  degrees.  The 
injury  to  Major  Tobin  was  of  a  trivial 
character,  and  it  never  incapacitated  him 
from  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a 
military  magistrate.  Further  information 
regarding  the  riots  is  given  in  my  reply 
to  the  previous  question  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  city  has  been  quiet  since 
Tuesday  night,  and  the  riots  may  now  be 
regarded  as  virtually  over. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ELECTION 
EXPENSES. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  heavy  election  expenses  have 
been  caused  by  candidates  putting  them- 
selves forward*  at  the  recent  local  govern- 
ment elections  in  Ireland  for  divisions 
where  no  possible  chance  existed  of  their 
being  returned ;  and  whether  he  will 
undertake  to  amend  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act  to  the  extent  of  obliging 
any  candidate  who  provokes  a  contest, 
and  fails  to  secure  at  least  a  fourth  of  the 
votes  of  the  electorate,  to  pay  a  moiety 
of  the  cost  of  such  election. 

•Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  amend- 
ment in  the  law  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  is  clearly  one  which,  if  adopted 
at  all,  should  be  of  general  application. 
I  think,  however,  it  will  be  found  on  con- 
sideration to  be  open  to  grave  objections. 

THE   METROPOLITAN  VOLUNTEER 
"MARCH  PAST." 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  if,  having  regard  to 
the  desire  of  officers  commanding  and 
other  officers  and  members  of  provincial 
regiments  of  Volunteers  to  see  the  March 
Past  of  the  Metropolitan  Volunteers 
before  Field-Marshal  H.R.H.  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  K.G.,  on  Saturday,  8th  July, 
in  commemoration  of  a  similar  Review 
held  by  His  Majesty  King  George  III.  in 
1799,  he  will  be  good  enough  to  authorise 
or  move  H.R.H.  the  Ranger  to  authorise 
the  erection  of  a  stand  near  the  saluting 
base,  provided  that  the  cost  be  guaran- 
!teed  by  the  Institute  of  Commanding 
Officers  of  the  Volunteer  Force  -and  the 
Council  or  the  Major-General  Command- 
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ing  the  Home  District  be  responsible  for 
the  distribution  of  seats. 

♦The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  OF 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  The  preliminary  arrange- 
ments are  still  under  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Officer  Commanding  the 
Home  District,  and  his  proposals  have 
not  yet  come  before  the  Office  of  Works. 
Should  the  Review  take  place,  it  will  no 
doubt  be  possible  to  give  reasonable 
facilities  for  the  erection  of  stands. 


HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT- 
SUGGESTED  PROVISION  OF  AN 
AMBULANCE. 

Mr.  TOMLTNSON  (Preston):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  providing  an  ambulance  within  the 
precincts  of  the  House,  to  be  ready  for  use 
in  case  of  accident  or  sudden  illness. 

•Mr.  AKERS  DOUGLAS :  In  reply  to 
my  hon.  friend,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
matter  appears  to  me  to  be  outside  my 
jurisdiction ;  and  I  would  refer  him  to 
the  authorities  of  the  House. 


RETIRED  OFFICERS  AND  CIVIL 
EMPLOYMENT  IN  PUBLIC 
DEPARTMENTS. 

CAPTAIN  NORTON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
can  state  whether  the  Return  for  the 
year  ended  the  31st  March,  1898, 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  officers 
permitted  under  Rule  2  of  the 
regulations  drawn  up  under  Section  6  of 
the  Superannuation  Act  of  1887  to  hold 
civil  employment  of  profit  under  public 
Departments  contains  a  complete  list  of 
all  officers  so  employed ;  and  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Case  4,  on  pages  28  and  29 
of  the  above-mentioned  Return  represents 
that  of  an  officer  whose  retired  pay  is 
£450  a  year,  and  emoluments  of  civil 
employment  £500,  who  does  not  draw 
retired  pay,  who  is  consequently  serving 
for  £50  a  year,  and  that  the  deductions 
made  from  this  officer's  salary,  compared 
with  the  total  amount  received  of  effective 
and  non-effective  pay,  amounts  to  90  per 
cent 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  (St.  Andrews 
Burghs)  (for  Mr.  Hanbury)  :  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
completeness  of  the  Return  in  question. 
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The  lists,  however,  are  not  in  tho  first 
instance  compiled  at  the  Treasury.  The 
officer  referred  to  in  the  second  paragraph 
was  appointed  Naval  Assistant  to  the 
Hydrographer  while  still  on  the  active 
list.  After  being  placed  on  the  retired 
list,  he  was  retained  in  his  civil  employ- 
ment under  the  provisions  of  the  Order  in 
Council  of  18th  May,  1870,  which 
necessarily  precluded  him  from  drawing 
retired  pay.  The  case  is  not  an  ordinary 
instance  of  deduction,  as  the  officer  was 
in  receipt  of  the  same  emoluments  both 
before  and  after  retirement. 

TELEGRAPHIC  DELAYS. 
Mr.  ASCROFT  (Oldham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  extra- 
ordinary length  of  time  taken  in  the 
transit  of  the  following  telegraphic  mes- 
sages to  Oldham,  between  the  3rd  and 
18th  of  May :  From  Manchester,  48 
minutes ;  Eastbourne,  2  hours  2  minutes 
and  2  hours  12  minutes;  Crystal  Palace, 
2  hours  17  minutes ;  London,  2  hours  14 
minutes  ;  Cambridge,  2  hours  4  minutes ; 
Kennington  Oval,  2  hours  4  minutes; 
Bath,  2  hours  4  minutes ;  Worcester, 
2  hours  1 1  minutes ;  House  of  Commons, 
1  hour  40  minutes ;  and  Liverpool,  1  hour 
19  minutes  ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  postal 
authorities  to  give  a  through  wire  to 
Oldham  from  London,  or  in  some  other 
way  remove  the  cause  for  the  constant 
complaints  that  are  made  by  supplying  an 
efficient  and  effective  telegraphic  service. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  (for  Mr.  Han- 
bury) :  My  hon.  friend  communicated 
with  the  Postmaster-General  on  the  24th 
ultimo  respecting  the  delay  sustained  by 
the  telegrams  in  question.  The  various 
cases  are  being  investigated,  and  as  soon 
as  the  inquiry  is  completed  an  explanation 
will  be  furnished  to  him.  In  regard  to 
the  question  of  a  wire  from  London  to 
Oldham,  I  fear  I  can  only  refer  him  to 
the  answer  given  on  the  15th  ultimo. 

Mr.  ASCROFT:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  whether  he  can 
give  any  explanation  why  a  telegraphic 
message  sent  from  London  on  the  31st 
May  to  Messrs.  Bradbury  and  Co.,  of 
Oldham,  took  over  ono  hour  before  it 
arrived  at  the  Oldham  Post-office : 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  systematic 
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neglect  of  the  postal  authorities  to  grapple 
with  the  delay  in  transmitting  messages 
to  Oldham  is  resulting  in  considerable  j 
loss  to  the  constituency  ;  and  whether,  if 
the  postal  authorities  cannot  remedy  the  | 
evil  without  going  to  the  expense  of  a 
separate  wire,  it  is  intended  to  do  what  is 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  (for  Mr.  Han- 
bury)  :  The  Postmaster  -  General  is 
unable  to  find  any  trace  of  the  message 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  but  if 
he  will  furnish  him  with  the  necessary 
particulars  inquiry  will  be  made.  The 
Postmaster  -  General  is  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  general-  delay  in  the  trans- 
mission of  Oldham  telegrams.  The  cases 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  has  drawn  at- 
tention  are  of  an  exceptional  nature.  The  j 
matter  is,  however,  being  kept  under  i 
review,  and  e  /ery  effort  will  be  made  to 
avoid  unnecessary  delay. 


THE  "  MANDAT-POSTE  "  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  BILL  (Staffordshire,  Leek) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  -  General, 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  been  called  to  the  mandat- 
poste  system,  for  the  transmission  of 
money  by  post,  which  has  been  for  many 
years  in  operation  with  great  success  in 
Switzerland  and  Germany  ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  whether  it  would  be  de- 
sirabl  3  to  give  the  system  a  trial  in  this 
c  >untry. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  (for  Mr.  Han- 
bury  :  The  question  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  introduce  into  this  country 
the  money -card  system  in  operation  in 
some  Continental  countries  is  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Postmaster-General, 
and  it  is  not  possible  at  present  to 
make  any  definite  announcement  on  the 
subject. 


tion  as  to  the  date  when  it  will  be  brought 
forward  for  discussion  in  this  House. 

Captain  CHALONER  (Wilts,  West- 
bury)  :  I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
there  is  any  prospect  of  his  l>eing  able 
to  proceed  with  the  Money-lending  Bill 
at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid 
that  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
business  of  the  House  I  cannot  make  any 
accurate  forecast  which  would  enable  me 
to  answer  my  hon.  friends'  questions. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE 

Mr.  CROMBIE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  can 
state  definitely  the  day  on  which  Scotch 
Supply  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  I  inti- 
mated J  would  take  it  to-morrow  week 
On  Monday  1  propose  to  take  the  Private 
Bill  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill,  on  Tues- 
day the  third  readings  of  the  London 
Government  Bill  and  the  Finance  Bill, 
and  Thursday  I  propose  to  allocate  to  the 
Vote  of  Censure,  or  the  Motion  to  be  pro- 
posed by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  on  the 
subject  of  the  sugar  duties. 


THE  MONEY-LENDING  BILL. 

Mr.  ASCROFT :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Money-lending  Bill 
was  particularly  referred  to  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  and  that  it  has  already  been  read 
the  third  time  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
proceed  with  the  measure  this  session ; 
and  whether  he  can  give  any  informa- 


Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.): 
What  Supply,  if  any,  will  be  taken  after 
the  Foreign  Office  Vote  to-morrow  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  confess  I 
have  not  considered  that.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  communicate  with  me 
privately  later  I  will  endeavour  to  inform 
him. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAXNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  can  tell  the 
House  when  the  Naval  Works  Bill  and 
the  Military  Loans  Bill  will  be  intro- 
duced. Both  Bills  were  promised  long 
ago. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  anxious  to 
produce  them  at  an  early  date,  and  1 
hope  no  long  delay  will  intervene  before 
they  are  introduced.  The  Military  Bill 
is  almost  ready  for  introduction,  and 
may  be  expected  in  a  day  or  two.  The 
Naval  Bill  is  not  quite  so  well  advanced, 
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but  I  think  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members  before  rery  long. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  when  it  is  proposed  to 
proceed  with  the  Telegraphs  (Telephonic 
Communication,  &c.)  Bill. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  regret  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  is  not  able  to  be  in  his  place 
to-day,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
communicate  with  him.  Perhaps  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  postpone  the  question 
till  a  later  day. 

MUNICIPAL  TRADING  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  When 
will  the  Municipal  Trading  Committee  be 
appointed  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  any  pledge  at  present. 


UNDERSIZED   FISH  BILL. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
or  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  leave  of  the  House  to 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  undersized 
fish.  Its  object  is  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  immature  fish,  and  I  am 
sure  the  House  will  realise  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  importance  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  such  fish,  which  has  the 
effect  of  limiting  our  food  supply.  The 
Bill  is  based  on  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Sea  Fisheries.  A  measure 
was  introduced  by  us  in  the  House  of 
Lords  in  1897,  and  it  passed  through  that 
House,  but  came  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons  too  late  to  be  considered.  The 
present  Bill  is  somewhat  similar,  and 
will,  I  hope,  be  passed  into  law.  Every 
year  the  Fishery  Department  have  been 
urging  on  me  the  great  necessity  of 
introducing  a  Bill  on  this  subject,  because 
of  the  great  injury  caused  by  the  des- 
truction of  undersized  fish  which  is 
constantly  going  on.  Similar  representa- 
tions have  also  been  made  to  me  by  the 
representatives  of  sea  fisheries,  and  by  the 
Fishmongers'  Company. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (King's 
Lynn) :  This  is  a  Bill  which  has  been  intro- 
duced almost  every  year  since  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  holding  a  seat  in  this 
House,  and  I  feel  bound  to  make  one  or 


two  remarks  with  reference  to  it.  I  believe 
this  Bill  is  introduced  under  an  entire 
misapprehension.  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  fish  in  the  sea,  or  even  the 
fringe  of  them,  cannot  be  touched 
by  anything  done  by  trawlers  or 
lines;  but  however  that  may  be,  what 
I  wish  to  impress  on  the  House  is  the 
great  ignorance  which  prevails  as  to  the 
habits  of  fish,  even  among  fishermen.  No 
one  can  tell,  for  instance,  why  the  herring 
come  one  year  and  not  another.  Con- 
sequently if  this  Bill  is  founded  on  the 
assumption  that  we  know  a  great  deal 
about  fish  and  their  habits,  it  is  a  very 
serious  misapprehension  indeed.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  to  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee  of  1893.  That 
Committee  practically  reported  what  I 
have  just  said,  viz.,  that  there  was  great 
ignorance  with  regard  to  the  size  of  fish. 
I  would  ask  leave  to  read  a  sentence  from 
the  Report  of  the  Biological  Society,  of 
which  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  are  vice- 
presidents,  and  it  is  therefore  a  very  im- 
portant society.  On  page  239  the  Report 
states : 

"  A  calm  survey  of  the  situation,  however 
shows  that  the  cry  concerning  the  annual 
diminution  of  our  fish  supply  nas  been  dis- 
pelled by  the  institution  of  statistics ;  that 
the  alleged  destruction  of  spawn  has  no  basis 
in  fact ;  that  the  destruction  of  immature 
fish  is  common  to  all  classes  of  fishermen, 
and  nowhere  is  proved  to  have  resulted  in  the 
ruin  of  any  sea  fishery." 

I  fail  to  see  the  basis  of  the  Bill,  or  any 
justification  for  it,  either  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  1893  or  in  that  of  the 
Biological  Society.  Our  fish  supply  is 
increasing,  and  has  increased  very  largely 
during  the  last  ten  years,  lx)th  in  quantity 
and  value.  There  is,  however,  one 
matter  to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention, 
and  that  is  the  increasing  importation  of 
foreign  fishermen  who  are  not  subject  to 
these  restrictions. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Yes,  they  are  in 
France  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  BOWLES :  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  informed  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Thanet  that  these  re- 
strictions would  apply  to  foreign  fisher- 
men, but  in  my  opinion  what  my  right 
hon.  friend  wanted  to  know  was 
whether  these  restrictions  were  applied 
to  foreign  fishermen  in  their  own  waters. 
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If  they  were  he  would  support  the  Bill, 
otherwise  he  would  not.  I  think  that  is 
manifestly  fair.  There  is  great  difficulty 
in  saying  what  are  undersized  fish.  Fish 
are  of  all  sizes,  and  a  fish  is  not  under- 
sized because  it  is  small,  any  more  than  a 
Shetland  pony  is  undersized  because 
it  is  smaller  than  a  shire  horse.  Our 
knowledge  in  regard  to  these  matters  is 
very  defective  indeed,  and  it  would  be  a 
very  dangerous  thing  to  legislate  without 
further  information.  What  I  suggest  is 
that  this  matter  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  if  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Committee  justifies  it, 
and  if  the  fishermen  are  found  ready  to 
cut  their  own  throats  by  opposing  under- 
sized fish — which  I  do  not  admit  are 
undersized  at  all,  because  small  fish  are 
the  very  best — then  let  the  Bill  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  I  reserve  my  opinion  of  the 
Bill  until  I  have  seen  it ;  but  what- 
ever the  Bill  may  be,  I  hope  it  will  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  have  no  objection 
to  considering  the  hon.  Member's  sugges- 
tion. 

Bill  to  provide  against  the  Destruction 
of  Undersized  Fish,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Ritchie. 

Bill  "to  provide  against  the  Destruc- 
tion of  Undersized  Fisn,"  presented  accor- 
dingly, and  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  229.] 


PARISH   COUNCILLORS  (TENURE  OF 
OFFICE)  BILL. 

Lords'  Amendment  to  be  considered 
forthwith ;  considered,  and  agreed  to. 


THE   SOUDAN  EXPEDITION, 
1896-7-8. 

(THANKS  OF  THE  HOUSE.) 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  It  will  not,  I  think,  be  necessary  for 
me  to  trouble  the  House  at  any  length  in 
regard  to  the  series  of  resolutions  which  I 
propose  you  should  put,  Mr.  Speaker, 
from  the  chair,  for  on  Monday  last,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  I  made  a  general 
survey  of  the  campaign  which  culminated 
at  Omdurman,  and  did  my  best  to  explain 
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the  difficulties  which  were  inherent  to  that 
expedition,  and  the  skill,  success,  and 
courage  with  which  the  Sirdar  and  all 
those  who  served  under  him  contrived  to 
surmount  them.  For  similar  reasons  it 
will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  say  any- 
thing at  all  about  the  first  of  these  Reso- 
lutions, for  the  ground  of  it  was  entirely 
covered  by  the  Debate  on  Monday,  and 
the  result  of  the  Division  which  the  House 
then  took  is  a  sufficient  indication  of  what 
the  opinion  of  this  assembly  is  as  to 
the  merits  of  Lord  Kitchener  as  a  soldier 
and  as  a  general.  With  regard  to  the  re- 
maining names  mentioned  in  the  Resolu- 
tion, it  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  do 
more  than  say  one  word,  for  they  are 
writ  large  in  the  history  of  the  campaign, 
and  they  are  names  familiar  to  all 
those  who  followed  the  fortunes  of  British 
and  Egyptian  arms  from  month  to  month 
and  year  to  year,  in  the  course  of 
that  arduous  and  protracted  contest.  It 
may  suffice,  therefore,  if  I  remind  the 
House  that  the  first  name  on  the  list- 
that  of  Major-General  Hunter — is  that  of 
a  man  who  has  for  14  years  been  con- 
nected with  the  organisation  of  the 
Egyptian  Army.  As  much  as  any  other 
man,  perhaps,  he  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  degree  of  discipline  and  efficiency  which 
that  army  has  attained.  In  addition  to 
these  services,  stretching  far  back  into 
the  past,  I  may  remind  the  House  that 
he  was  in  high  command  at  Ferkeh, 
Hafir,  and  Dongola,  and  was  in  chief 
command  of  the  expedition  which  took 
Abu  Hammad,  an  expedition  which  was 
remarkable  for  a  forced  march  of,  I  think, 
six  days  under  the  blazing  sun  of  a 
tropical  summer,  a  feat  of  endurance  not 
perhaps  least  remarkable  among  the 
feats  of  a  similar  kind  of  which  we  have 
a  record.  The  next  name  is  that  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Staff— Major-General  Sir 
H.  M.  L.  Rundle,  who,  in  his  responsible 
capacity,  did  so  much  to  organise  the 
expedition,  and  who,  like  General  Hunter, 
has  long  been  honourably  connected  with 
the  history  of  the  Egyptian  Army.  Major- 
General  Gatacre  is  known  to  all  English- 
men in  connection  with  the  Chitral  cam- 
paign. He  was,  in  this  campaign, 
the  chief  commander  under  Lord 
Kitchener  at  the  battle  of  Atbara,  and 
he  commanded  the  British  Division  at  the 
final  and  crowning  triumph  at  Omdurman. 
The  two  next  names  on  the  list  are  those 
of  the  generals  who  commanded  the  two 
brigades  of  British  troops— Major-General 
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Lyttelton  and  Major-General  Wauchope. 
Sir,  the  British  troops  were  but  a  third, 
or  thereabouts,  of  tho  total  force  engaged 
on  our  side,  but,  as  everybody  will  admit, 
though  they  were  a  relatively  small  frac- 
tion of  the  total  force,  they  were  an 
absolutely  essential  portion  of  it,  and 
without  the  assistance  of  British  troops  it 
would  have  been  insanity  to  have  under- 
taken the  final  advance  towards  Khar- 
toum, and  any  attempt  to  have  made  that 
advance  without  them  would  have  been 
followed  by  signal  disaster.    The  next 
name  is  that  of  Colonel  Sir  F.  R.  Win- 
gate,    who,   I    think,  under  ordinary 
circumstances  and  in  an  ordinary  cam- 
paign would  probably  hardly  appear  in  the  , 
list  of  those  whom  this  House  would  de- 
sire to  thank  in  connection  with  a  success- 
ml   expedition  ;   at   least    I   am    not  | 
aware  that  the  head  of  the  Intelligence  j 
Department  has  on   similar  occasions  I 
been  included  on  the  list  of  officers  whom  | 
this  House  has  desired  to  honour  by  ' 
name.     But,  Sir,  this  expedition  had 
many  circumstances  which  sharply  dis- ! 
tinguish  it  from  other  expeditions  in  which 
this  country  has  been  engaged,  and  the 
part  played  by  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment was  so  important  and  so  critical 
that  I  think  we  are  well  advised  to  in- 
clude specially  and  by  name  the  most 
distinguished  officer  to  whose  labours  in 
chief  measure  the  efficiency  of  that 
department  is  due.    I  need  hardly  men- 
tion the  Intelligence  Department  without 
at  the   same  time  mentioning  a  name 
which  does  not  appear,  and  cannot  appear 
upon  this  list.     It  is  a  name  which  I 
think  everybody  must  have  in  their  recol- 
lection when  they  turn  their  minds  to 
the  sources  of  information  which  enabled 
us  to  deal  successfully  with  the  power  of 
the  Mad  hi.    That  name,  sir,  is  that  of 
Slatin  Pasha,  whose  dramatic  history  is 
familiar  to  all.     Sir,  I  do  not  know 
that   I    need    say   anything   in  par- 
ticular about  the  distinguished  names 
which  follow,  which  are  those  of  the 
commanders  of  artillery  and  the  brigade 
commanders  of  the  Egyptians  and  the 
Soudanese.    Their  names  are  familiar  to 
all;  they  are  Colonel  MacDonald  and 
Colonel  Lewis  ;  and  perhaps  it  is  only 
needful  for  me  to  remind  the  House  that 
Colonel  MacDonald  had,  by  the  fortune  of 
war,  an  opportunity  of  showing  perhaps 
the  most  brilliant  tactical  display  of  the 
battle  of  Omdurman,  and  of  Dealing  an 
especially  distinguished  part  in  a  contest 


where  all  played  their  part  well  and  man' 
fully.     Colonel  Lewis,  who  also  com- 
manded a  brigade  at  Omdurman,  had  the 
good  luck'some  month  or  six  weeks  later 
to  be  the  General  in  chief  command  at 
the  brilliant  battle  of  Rosieries,  and 
though  that  battle  is  subsequent  to  the 
military   operations  with  which  these 
resolutions  specially  deal,  it  is  not  unfit 
that  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  his 
services  in  the  Soudan  were  not  confined 
either  to  the  battle  at  Omdurman  or  the 
previous  work  which  he  did  in  connection 
with  Lord  Kitchener's  main  force.  The 
last  name  in  this  list  is  that  of  Com- 
mander Keppel.  It  is  not  often,  I  believe, 
that  the  Navy  has  proved  itself  an  efficient 
ally  of  the  Army  at  a  distance  of  1,400 
miles. from  its  native  ocean  ;  but  in  this 
case,  as  is  well  known,  this  distinguished 
naval  officer  and  those  under  him  played 
an  essential  and  practical  part  in  the  battle 
of  Omdurman,  and  had  their  place  in  the 
British  line,  and  in  that  position  per- 
formed essential  service  to  the  British 
arms.     I    need  not   dwell  upon  tho 
spirited  and  most  useful  performances 
which  distinguished  the  naval  forces  at 
earlier  periods.    It  is  enough  if  I  remind 
the  House  that  at  Omdurman  they  were 
an  essential  part  of  our  commanding 
force,  and  they  performed  admirable  ser- 
vices not  only  in  the  battle  of  Omdurman, 
but  in  connection  with  the  taking  of  the 
city  of  Omdurman  after  the  victory  was 
won.    There  is  one  other  name  upon  the 
list— that  of  Lieut. -General  Sir  Francis 
Grenfell.    He  had  not  the  good  fortune, 
which  he  so  ardently  desired,  of  himself 
taking  any  immediate  and  active  part  in 
j  the  advance  to  Khartoum,  but  none  tho 
less    he    did    great    service    in  the 
part  that  was  allotted  to  him,  and  I  am 
glad  to  think  that  we  are  able  to  include 
his  name  in  this  list,  because  surely  no 
man  is  more  closely  or  honourably  asso- 
ciated with  the  recovery  of  the  Egyptian 
military  force  from  the  disasters  which 
had  reduced  it  to  a  nullity,  and  almost 
worse  than  a  nullity,  than  the  distin- 
guished general  whom  I  ask  the  House  to 
include  in  the  list  of  those  whom  they  are 
going  to  thank  by  name.    Sir,  the  last 
paragraph  of  this  series  of  resolutions 
refers  to  those  who,  alas  !  cannot  be  bene- 
fited by  any  action  we  can  take,  and  who 
are  beyond  the  reach  of  any  thanks  or 
praise  from  us.    They  did  their  duty, 
and  died  in  the  consciousness  that  they 
would  earn  by  their  death  the  gratitude 
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of  their  countrymen,  and  I  am  glad  that 
I  have  this  opportunity  of  putting  on 
permanent  record  our  sense  of  their  ser- 
vices, and  of  conveying  to  those  who 
mourn  them,  not  merely  as  public  ser- 
vants and  devoted  citizens,  but  as  near 
relations  and  friends,  our  sense  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  loss  they  have  endured. 
I  think  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should 
add  anything  more,  and  I  beg  now  to 
move  the  Resolutions  which  stand  in  my 
name  on  the  paper. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  seconding  the  Motion  just  made  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  On 
Monday  last,  like  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  in  the  more  modest  measure 
which  befits  my  position,  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  opinion  of  the 
splendid  qualities  exhibited  and  the  bril- 
liant services  rendered  in  this  expedition 
by  the  General  in  chief  command,  by  the 
officers  who  constituted  his  staff,  and  by 
the  troops  of  all  ranks  who  served  under 
him.  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  by  repeating  anything  I  then  said, 
but  will  merely  say  that  I  cordially  and 
sincerely  approve  of  these  Resolutions, 
which  give  expression  to  the  admiration 
and  gratitude  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Soudan  Expedition  (Thanks  of  the 
House). 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Major-General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum, 
G.C.B.,  K.C.M.C,  for  (he  distinguished  skill 
and  ability  with  which  he  planned  and  con- 
ducted the  campaign  on  the  Nile  of  1896-7-8, 
which  culminated  in  the  battle  of  Omdurman, 
the  capture  of  Khartoum,  and  the  overthrow 
of  the  power  of  the  Khalifa."—  (Mr.  Balfovr.) 


Dr.  FARQUIIARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, West) :  1  am  very  unwilling  to  stir 
up  any  opposition  to  the  unanimity  with 
which  this  Vote  will  be  passed,  and  Iyield  to 
no  one  in  my  appreciation  of  the  brilliant 
services  which  have  been  rendered  ;  but 
I  should  he  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the 
profession  to  which  I  still  have  the 
honour  to  belong,  and  the  Army  Medical 
Department,  if  I  failed  to  direct  the 

Mr.  A.  J.  H'dfonr. 


attention  of  the  House  to  a  conspicuous 
omission. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Gentleman  cannot  do  that  upon  this 
Resolution.  Any  observation  which  he 
desires  to  make  upon  the  point  will  come 
on  the  next  Resolution. 


Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  Any  oppo- 
sition to  a  motion  of  this  kind,  which  will 
be  accepted  with  unanimity  by  the  great 
bulk  of  the  British  people,  must  appear 
an  ungracious  act  upon  my  part.  I 
acknowledge  it  frankly,  and  I  assure  the 
House  that  it  is  only  with  a  deep  sense  of 
conscientiousness  and  as  a  matter  of  duty 
that  I  take  this  step.  I  am  not  responsi- 
ble for  that  system  of  rule  which  compels 
me,  an  Irish  Nationalist,  to  come  here, 
where  I  find  myself  in  opposition  to  the 
bulk  of  the  British  nation.  I  cannot  agree 
to  this  Motion,  for  several  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  a  very  serious  step  has  been 
taken  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Egyptian  Army,  which  means  that  this 
House  of  Commons  claims  to  exercise 
sovereign  rights  over  a  country  believed 
by  other  Powers  of  Europe  to  be  inde- 
pendent. 


*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order !  If  the 
hon.  Member  is  going  to  confine  his 
remarks  to  the  Egyptian  Army,  that  will 
come  on  the  next  resolution. 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  On  a  point 
of  order,  Sir,  arc  you  going  to  put  each 
Resolution  separately,  or  are  we  going  to 
discuss  the  resolutions  a6  a  whole  ;  because 
a  question  will  arise  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Soudanese  troops  ? 


Mr.  SPEAKER :  They  will  be  taken 
separately,  and  any  question  relevant 
to  a  particular  Resolution  must  be 
raised  upon  that  Resolution.  Otherwise 
confusion  may  arise. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  321  : 
Noes,  20.    (Division  List  No.  178.) 
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Acland-  Hood.L'apt.SirAlex.  F. 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  W.  (Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Allhasen,  Auguptus  Henry  E. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Baflliejames  E.  B.(  Inverness) 
Baird,  John  George  A. 
Balearres,  Loid 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  RtHn.  A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.W.(Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt. Hn. A. U.S. -(Hunts) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  SirM  H .  ( Bristol) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithful! 
Bemroee,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Itentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulpn,  Michael 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blakiston-Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 
Bond,  Edward 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Broadliurst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell.Rt.  Hn.  J.  A.  (Glas. ) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carhle,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbysh. ) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  RtHn.  J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r.) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clarke,  Sir  Ed.  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
CochiH,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings/Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A  thole 
Colville,  John  J 


Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cooke,  C.W.Radcliffe(Herefd) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  B.  (Harrow) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Curson,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davies,SirHoratioD.(Chath'm 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxtord,  William  Theodore 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardel],  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Fergusson,Rt.Hn.Sir  J.  (Man) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
r  ison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Rob.  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.  (CityLond. 
Gibbs,Hon.Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
( iodson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn  Sir  John  E. 
Goscnen.RtHnG.  J.  (St.  Geo's 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley  ,Si  rEd  wardTemperley 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green, Waif  rd'D.  (Wedn'sb'y) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. . 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Gurdon.Sir  WilliamBrampton 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  K  t.  Hon.  LordGeorge 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hayne,  RtHon.CharlesSeale- 
HedderwickThomasChar  les  H 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
HilLRt.  Hn.  A.Staveley(Stafla. 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 


Hill,  Sir  EdwardStock(Bristol 
H  oare,EdwBrodie(  Hamnstead 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwicn) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland.Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutchinson,  Cant.  G.  W.  G.- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.,  N.R.) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnson-  h  erguson,  Jabez  Edw. 
Johnstone,  Hevwood  (Sussex) 
JollifTe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lambert,  George 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Ijawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hn.  William  E.  H. 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
I^eng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea) 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Ixnler,  Gerald  Walter  E. 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
I  Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
l-opea,  Henry  Yardo  Buller 
Lornc,  Marquess  of 
Ix>ugh,  Thomas 
Ijowe,  Francis  William 
Ixwther,  Rt  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Lowther,Rt  Hn.  J.  W.(Cumb'd) 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool ) 
M'Calmont,  H.  L.  B.  (Cambs.) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
M'Killop,  Jame« 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Manners.  Lord  Edward  W.  J. 
Manpin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor.Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James- 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel) 
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Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morgan.W'Pritchaid  (Merthyr 
Money,  Charles  (Breconsh. ) 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A(DeptPd) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Mou  1  ton,  John  Fletcher 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  lit.  Hn.  A.  U.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nuesey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northman. ) 
Percy,  Earl 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryee-Jones.  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis.  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Richardson,  SirT.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T. 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson, Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye  t 
Rothschild.Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.(Limehouse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr.  Henrv 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Ed.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (L'n'rks) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 

Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.(  Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lancashire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  J.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  N. 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 


Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
U  shorn e,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H. 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  Joseph  ( Barnsley) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williams,  Colonel  R,  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  P.-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worces'e,  N.) 
WUson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.  Hn.  E.R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wrilhelm 
Woodall,  WUliam 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,Maj.  W.  H. 
Young,  Comm'nd'r  ( Berks,  E.) 
Younger,  William 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 

Tbll£rb  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  WUliam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Healy,  Thomas.  J.  (Wexford) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
MacAleese,  Daniel 


NOES. 

M'Ghee,  Richard 
Morris,  Samuel 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath 


Tully,  Jasper 

Wilson,  HT  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— Mr. 
Davitt  and  Mr.  James 
O'Connor. 


1.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Major-General  Lord 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B., 
K.C.M.G.,  for  the  distinguished  skill  and 
ability  with  which  he  planned  and  con- 
ducted the  campaign  on  the  Nile  of 
1896-7-8,  which  culminated  in  the  Battle 
of  Omdurman,  the  capture  of  Khartoum, 
and  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of  the 
Khalifa. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to  :— 


jor  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Maxwell, 


Major-General 
K.C.B.,  D.S.O. ; 


Sir   Archibald  Hunter, 


Major-General  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  Leslie 
Rundle,  K.C.B.,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O.,  R.A. ; 

Major-General  Sir  WUliam  Forbes  Gatacre,  j 
K.C.B.,  D.S.O. ;  ! 


Major-General    the  Hon.  Neville  Gerald 
Lyttelton,  C.B.; 
Major-General    A.    G.  Wauchope,  C.B., 

C.  M.6.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  Sir  Francis 
Reginald  Wingate,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  D.S.O., 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Brevet  Colonel  C.  J. 
Long,  R.  A.  ; 
Major 

D.  S.O.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  H.  A.  Mac- 
Donald,  D.S.O.  } 

Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  F.  Lewis,  C.B. ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  J. 
Collinson,  C.B. ; 

Captain  C.  R.  Keppel,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  R.N. ; 

and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Warrant  Officers 
of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian 
Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines,  for  the  energy 
and  gallantry  with  which  they  executed  the 
services  which  they  were  called  upon  to  per- 
form. "-(;1/r.  A .  f.  BalfofoO 
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Dr.  FARQUHARSON  :  I  should  like 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to  an 
omission  in  this  list,  which,  from  my 
point  of  view,  is  important,  and  to  be 
deeply  regretted.  While  I  appreciate 
the  services  of  the  distinguished  officers 
mentioned  in  the  Resolution,  I  do  not  see 
in  the  list  the  name  of  a  man  to 
whom  I  think  a  great  portion  of  the 
success  of  the  campaign  is  due,  namely, 
Surgeon-General  Taylor,  whose  dis- 
tinguished and  admirable  conduct  of  the 
medical  part  of  the  service  called  forth 
the  emphatic  admiration  of  his  chief.  I 
do  not  propose  to  move  anything,  but  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  raise  a  protest  against 
this  omission.  I  understand  there  is  no 
precedent  for  the  inclusion  of  medical 
officers  in  such  a  vote  of  thanks ;  but  I 
should  have  thought  the  House  might 
have  made  a  precedent.  I  hope  the 
omission  was  not  made  in  deference  to 
the  foolish  bogie  about  combatants  and 
non-combatants.  There  was  a  notion  in 
the  old  days  that  the  officers  were  com- 
batants, but  that  the  medical  officers  were 
not  so  ;  but  now  we  know  that  in  cam- 
paigns the  doctors  are  called  upon  to 
expose  themselves  as  much  as,  if  not 
more  than,  other  officers,  and  the  distinc- 
tion has  been  practically  abolished.  I 
hope  that  in  any  answer  that  may  be 
made  to  me  that  will  not  be  brought  up 
again.  It  is  practically  admitted  that 
success  in  modern  warfare  depends  largely 
on  engineering  skill  and  medical  science. 
I  know  that  Lord  Kitchener  would  bo 
the  first  to  recognise  the  great  services 
rendered  by  the  medical  officers  through- 
out the  campaign  and  in  the  action  in 
Omdurman,  for  in  his  despatch  he  gave 
a  noble  and  generous  tribute  to  the 
medical  officers.    His  lordship  said  : 

"The  medical  arrangements  were  so  con- 
ducted as  to  afford  the  maximum  of  comfort 
with  the  minimnm  of  suffering." 

I  do  not  think  that  any  higher  compli- 
ment than  that  could  be  paid  by  a  com- 
manding officer.  Not  only  do  the  medical 
officers  take  a  full  share  in  the  risk  of 
battle,  but  when  the  actual  campaign  is 
over,  when  the  fighting  has  terminated, 
and  the  other  officers  have  retired  to  their 
tents,  the  doctors'  work  is  practically 
beginning.  They  have  to  sit  up  long 
hours  treating  the  sick  and  the  suffering 
and  wounded  through  perils  and  dangers. 
We  should  also  remember  that,  when  the 
ambulance  work  is  over,  they  arc  fre- 


quently called  upon  to  fight  pestilence. 
I  emphatically  say  that  the  medical  officers 
in  this  campaign  accomplished  their  work 
with  skill,  bravery,  and  success,  under  a 
variety  of  the  most  unpromising  condi- 
tions, and  I  express  my  disappointment 
that  the  name  of  not  one  of  these  medical 
officers  appears  in  this  Motion.  It  is 
unfortunate,  because  by  a  wise  provision 
of  the  Secretary  for  War  medical  officers 
have  now  been  given  definite  rank  ;  and 
it  is  a  great  misfortune,  when  their  ser- 
vices have  been  so  singularly  successful, 
and  when  it  is  important  that  our  Army 
Medical  Department  should  be  made  more 
popular  in  the  medical  schools,  that  this 
recognition  was  not  given.  I  want  to 
know  why  this  inclusion  was  not  made, 
and  I  hope  it  may  yet  be  done. 

*Mr.  DAVITT:  I  cannot  support  this 
Resolution  for  many  reasons.  First,  there 
is  no  expression  of  regret,  either  in  the 
terms  of  the  Motion  or  in  the  speech  of 
tho  right  hon.  Gentleman,  for  the  killing 
of  the  wounded,  on  the  orders  of  these 
officers,  at  the  battle  of  Omdurman.  I 
feel  that  their  action  towards  helpless 
enemies  on  the  field  of  battle  was  a  dis- 
grace to  our  modem  civilisation,  and  yet 
we  are  asked,  lower  down  in  this  Resolu- 
tion, to  declare  that  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  in  this  respect  was 
worthy  of  admiration.  I  would  not  be 
an  Irishman  if  I  could  give  my  assent  for 
a  moment  to  the  laudatory  terms  of  the 
Motion  to  the  officers  and  men  to 
which  I  have  referred.  We  are  called 
upon  to  vote  this  thanks  for  the  mowing 
down  by  machinery  of  thousands  of  people 
who,  whatever  were  their  faults,  never 
inflicted  any  injury  or  injustice  upon  my 
country.  Hon.  Members  may  laugh,  but 
I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  ever  even 
thought  in  their  wildest  moments  of 
desert  warfare  of  invading  the  shores  of 
England,  and  I  cannot  understand  how, 
for  the  killing  of  thousands  of  these 
people  by  machinery  while  helpless  on 
the  field  of  battle,  we  are  asked  now  to 
give  these  officers  and  soldiers  this  meed 
of  praise.  Sir,  what  were  the  casualties 
at  this  so-called  great  battle  of  Omdur- 
man? What  was  the  real  bravery  for 
which  this  Vote  is  to  be  given  ?  I  find, 
according  to  the  statements  made  by 
correspondents  who  were  on  the  field  of 
battle,  that  there  were  about  100  Anglo- 
Egyptian  soldiers  killed.  I  am  sorry — as 
sorry  as  any  hon.  Member  opposite-for 


876  The  Soudan-  {COMMOxNS>       Expedition,  1896-7-8.  676 


the  families  of  those  men  who  died  on  the 
field  of  battle  in  carrying  out  a  policy  for 
which  they  were  not  responsible.  But  at 
the  same  time  my  sympathies  go  out  to 
the  widows  and  children,  and  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  poor  Soudanese  who  lost 
at  that  battle  their  bread-winners.  I  say 
that  the  loss  on  the  Anglo-Egyptian  side 
was  so  trivial  that  it  takes  away  altogether 
from  the  action  at  Omdurman  the 
character  of  a  real  battle.  There  is  one 
regrettable  fact  about  this  whole  dis- 
cussion which  I  deeply  regret,  and  that  is 
the  studied  silence  of  the  speakers  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  with  reference  to 
the  desperate  bravery  of  those  savage 
warriors  in  defence  of  their  country. 
Sir,  there  have  been  English  soldiers  and 
English  statesmen  who  were  not  ashamed 
in  this  House  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
bravery  and  courage  shown  by  their  foes 
on  the  battlefield.  I  say  it  detracts  from 
the  character  of  present-day  statesmen 
and  soldiers  that  not  a  single  man  was 
found  in  this  House  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  pluck  and  courage  of  these 
Soudanese  warriors,  which  was  recognised 
by  the  English  war  correspondents. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  On  the  Vote 
to  Lord  Kitchener,  I,  in  the  very  strongest 
way,  paid  a  warm  tribute  to  the  extra- 
ordinary courage  of  the  Dervishes. 

Hon.  Members:  Withdraw. 

Mr.  DAVITT :  I  at  once  withdraw.  I 
was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time,  I  regret 
to  say,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke.  I  was  travelling  from  Belfast  in 
order  to  take  part  in  the  Division  against 
the  Vote  to  Lord  Kitchener.  Had  I 
heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  make  the 
statement  I  would  have  cheered  it 
heartily,  because  I  must  recognise  that  no 
one,  so  far  as  my  experience  in  this 
House  goes,  is  ever  more  courteous 
and  generous  to  his  opponents  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Therefore, 
I  shall  pass  over  what  I  had  intended 
to  say  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  corrected  me  upon  that  one  point. 
But,  Sir,  what  was  the  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  Anglo-Egyptian  army  as 
compared  with  the  bravery  and  heroism 
displayed  by  tho  Dervishes  1  I  do  not 
want  to  go  over  the  ground  travelled  the 
other  night  by  some  hon.  Members ;  I  do 
not  wish  to  bring  up  gruesome  details. 
But  we  do  know  that  the  Dervish  wounded 

Mr.  Daviii. 


were  slaughtered  while  lying  helpless 
on  the  battlefield  at  Omdurman,  and  after 
this  horrible  slaughter  I  find,  from  the 
testimony  given  by  one  Corporal  Rawlin- 
son  in  a  letter  sent  to  his  relatives  in 
Wales,  and  published  in  the  Morning 
Lender  of  January  12,  1899,  that  the 
Soudanese  and  Egyptian  soldiers  went 
into  the  city  of  Omdurman  and  slaughtered 
women  and  children.  ("  Oh  ! ")  Accord- 
ing to  this  corporal  several  children  were 
tossed  on  the  bayonets  of  Soudanese 
soldiers  under  British  and  Egyptian 
officers.  ("  Oh  ! ")  Well,  I  do  not  accuse 
hon.  Members  of  making  mockery  of  this 
— I  am  sure  they  would  protest  against 
this  as  much  as  I  do  ;  their  jeering  so,  I 
understand,  signifies  that  they  do  not 
believe  this  statement.  ( M  i  n  is te  rial  cheers. ) 
Yes,  but  I  am  not  the  witness.  I  give 
yon  the  name  of  the  corporal  who  made 
the  statement,  and,  to  his  credit  be  it 
said,  it  caused  a  feeling  of  unutterable 
disgust  in  his  mind.  Well,  Sir,  we  are 
called  to  vote  praise  to  men  who  have  been 
capable  of  performing  acts  of  cowardly 
barbarism  of  this  kind.  Sir,  I  for  one  will 
not  support  this  Motion.  I  oppose  it  as 
an  Irishman,  simply  because  it  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  condone  in  any  way 
the  killing  of  helpless  wounded  foes  on 
the  battlefield  of  Omdurman,  or  to 
support,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  con- 
duct of  Soudanese  and  Egyptian  soldiers 
under  the  orders  of  British  officers  in 
perpetrating  nameless  outrages  inside  the 
city  after  the  battle  was  over. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  It  is  with  tho  utmost  reluctance  and 
only  from  a  sense  of  duty  that  any  one 
would  enter  on  the  topics  raised  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Mayo.  I 
cannot  but  think  that  the  point  might 
have  been  more  properly  raised  on  the 
next  Resolution,  that  relating  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  troops,  as  I  do  not  think  the 
officers  are  responsible  for  some  of  the 
things  that  occurred.  I  voted  against 
the  grant  to  Lord  Kitchener  on  Monday, 
not  because  I  did  not  recognise  his 
splendid  services  in  organising  the  Egyp- 
tian Army  and  in  carrying  out  the 
work  began  by  a  friend  of  mine  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  whose  friend- 
ship I  much  valued  -the  late  Colonel 
Duncan.  We  are  glad  that  the  Egyptian 
Army  has  been  made  so  efficient,  and 
recognise  the  splendid  services  of  Lord 
Kitchener  and  of  the  officers  named 
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in  the  resolution  in  carrying  out 
this  campaign.  I,  for  one,  feel  the  most 
profound  doubt  as  to  whether  any  justifi- 
cation could  be  offered  for  the  charge 
that  any  officer,  whether  Lord  Kitchener 
or  an  officer  below  him,  could  be  found 
guilty  of  any  formal  order  or  any  direct 
authorisation  for  the  butchery  of  the 
wounded  that  occurred  after  the  battle. 
The  reason  why  I  gave  my  vote  against 
the  grant  on  Monday,  and  the  reason 
why  I  feel  so  profoundly  on  this  occasion, 
is  that  I  do  think  it  is  a  national 
duty  to  face  such  facts  as  were  laid 
before  the  House  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Leigh  Division  of 
Lancashire  on  Monday  night,  making  up 
u  body  of  evidence  as  to  which  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  to  which  no  answer  what- 
ever has  been  given  in  these  debates,  and 
which  is  not  seriously  challenged  by  any- 
one, making  it  certain  that  terrible  acts 
were  committed  on  that  liattlefield,  and 
have  been  committed  again  and  again  in 
these  Soudanese  campaigns.  I  do  think  it 
would  1*3  a  cowardly  neglect  of  duty, 
while  expressing  our  warmest  thanks  to 
the  officers  who  have  carried  out  their 
duty  nobly  and  effectively,  if  we  were  not 
to  make  an  effort  to  make  such  acts  as  these 
impossible  in  the  future.  I  am  not  going 
into  the  evidence  adduced  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Leigh  Division, 
but  I  should  like  to  sead  a  few  words 
from  the  book  of  Major  De  Cosson,  a 
distinguished  officer  who  served  under 
Sir  Gerald  Graham  in  the  Suakim  Cam- 
paign in  1885,  and,  upon  these  specific 
points,  ask  the  First  ljord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  those  words  do  not  justify  us 
in  asking  that  there  should  bo  some 
further  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
these  campaigns,  so  that,  as  far  as  possible, 
we  should  introduce  the  principles  of 
Christianity  and  humanity  into  every 
detail  of  warfare  as  far  as  possible.  In 
his  book  on  the  campaign  of  1 885,  Major 
De  Cosson  says : 

"  One  thing  has  troubled  my  mind  much,  and 
that  is  the  knowledge  that  some  of  the  606107*8 
wounded  have  been  shot  in  cold  blood,  though 
I  could  scarcely  credit  it  of  English  troops  ; 
but  it  was  unfortunately  too  true,  and  I  was 
told  by  those  I  could  not  doubt  that  the  same 
thing  was  repeated  during  the  skirmishes  with 
the  convoy*,  and  that  even  an  officer  had  been 
*een  to  empty  his  revolver  at  a  man  writh- 
ing on  the  ground.  It  is  most  painfnl  for  me 
to  allude  to  the  subject,  but  I  do  so  that  we 
uiay  never  have  to  reproach  ourselves  with 
anything  of  the  kind  again." 


And  then  he  says  that  in  acts  of  self- 
defence  the  killing  of  even  wounded  men 
who  attack  those  who  are  living  may  be 
justifiable.  No  sane  man  could  dispute 
that  fact.    Then  he  goes  on  to  say  : 

"It  should  he  the  earnest  endeavour  of 
every  civilised  Power  to  introduce  as  much 
humanity  as  possible  into  its  treatment  of  a 
fallen  adversary,  even  though  their  chivalry 
may  occasionally  cost  a  life.  .  .  .  Such 
acte  should  be  rendered  impossible  by  the  most 
stringent  regulations  promulgated  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  and  I  feel 
that  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude  to  the  matter 
for  the  remedy  to  be  found." 

This  is  the  opinion  of  a  British  officer 
which  confirms  the  view  I  have  laid 
before  the  House.  It  may  be  urged  that 
it  is  impossible,  and  that  the  wounded 
will  act  with  treachery,  but  I  would  ven- 
ture to  lay  before  the  House  the  remark- 
able evidence  given  by  Mr.  Winston 
Churchill  as  to  the  way  in  which  Lord 
Tullibardine,  to  his  infinite  honour,  went 
among  the  wounded  and  gave  them  water, 
without  a  single  one  of  them  seeking  to 
injure  him.  I  say  that  that  is  a  proof 
that  if  you  meet  these  poor  creatures  in  a 
Christian  and  generous  spirit,  if  you 
convince  them  that  you  do  not  intend 
to  deny  them  quarter,  they  will  not 
inflict  any  injury ;  and  this  will 
prove  the  advisability  of  introducing 
a  higher  standard  into  our  warfare  with 
them.  To  his  honour,  Lord  Kitchener, 
after  the  battle  of  Atbara,  gave  the  order 
that  if  the  enemy  would  throw  down  their 
arms  and  raise  their  hands,  they  were  at 
once  to  be  passed  through  the  ranks  to 
the  rear,  and  actually  some  of  these  men 
were  enlisted  in  Lord  Kitchener's  army 
and  loyally  served  at  the  battle  of 
Omdurman.  That  shows  that  a  higher 
standard  of  warfare  can  be  introduced 
into  these  campaigns  by  treating  these 
savage  tribesmen  with  humanity.  I 
hope  the  opportunity  will  not  be  lost  of 
enforcing  that  lesson  upon  those  who  have 
the  conduct  of  these  campaigns  in  the 
future,  so  that  the  horrible  events  on 
that  ghastly  field  of  Omdurman  shall 
never  be  repeated,  and  that  England 
will  not  tolerate  such  conduct  as  has 
been  complained  of  towards  the  wounded. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Before  dealing 
with  the  more  important  topic  raised,  and 
unfortunately  raised,  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  spoken,  I  must  say  on.  word 
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in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Aberdeen.  He  has  reproached  us  for  not 
having  included,  in  the  list  of  those  who 
are  thanked  by  name,  some  member  of 
that  great  and  distinguished  profession  to 
which  he  belongs.  Sir,  I  can  assure  him 
that  this  omission  does  not  indicate  on  our 
part  any  desire  to  underrate  the  eminent 
services  rendered  in  war  as  well  as  in 
peace  by  the  medical  profession.  But, 
Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  feel  with  me 
that  in  these  lists  of  names  you  must  have 
some  principle,  you  must  draw  a  line  in 
some  place,  and  it  is  inevitable  that  beyond 
that  line  there  will  be  names  of  men  whose 
special  services  we  should  be  glad  to 
recognise.  On  that  principle  one  name 
that  I  personally  should  like  to  see  in  the 
list  is  that  of  Lieutenant  Girouard,  who 
did  such  distinguished  service  in  organ- 
ising the  railway.  But,  Sir,  we  have  gone 
on  the  principle  that  you  should  not  go 
below  the  rank  of  general  of  brigade,  or 
some  rank  equivalent  to  that.  We  have 
included  generals  of  divisions,  all  generals 
of  brigades,  naval  officers  commanding, 
and  commanding  officers  of  artillery,  who 
practically  do  rank  as  generals  of  brigade, 
and  there  we  have  stopped.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  add  to  the  list  without 
making  it  enormously,  inconveniently, 
and  impossibly  lengthy.  We  have  pro- 
ceeded as  near  as  we  can  in  letter  and 
Bpirit  according  to  precedent,  and  while  I 
entirely  recognise  the  value  of  the  ser- 
vices of  many  departmental  officers,  with- 
out whose  assistance  neither  this  nor  any 
expedition  could  have  been  successfully 
conducted,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  said  that 
we  convey  any  slight  upon  a  great  pro- 
fession, or  make  an  omission  which  we 
ought  to  have  avoided,  by  not  specially 
including  these  officers. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  :  May  I  point 
out  that  I  referred  to  the  name  and  rank 
of  Surgeon-Major  Taylor  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  but  I  am 
hot  talking  of  the  rank  in  the  Army  List; 
I  am  talking  of  the  actual  work  done  in 
the  field.  Some  of  it,  I  think,  was  done 
by  captains  and  majors,  but  on  the  field 
of  battle  they  had,  of  course,  the  practical 
rank  of  general  of  brigade.  Now,  Sir,  I 
leave  that  comparatively  uncontroversial 
topic  for  the  one  raised  by  the*  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  the  Member  for  Mayo,  and  by  the 
horu  Member  for  East  Northamptonshire. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfotir. 


The  Member  for  Mayo  does  not  profess, 
and  has  never  professed,  any  interest  for 
or  sympathy  with  British  soldiers,  the 
British  Army,  or  British  institutions. 
He  virtually  comes  here,  I  had  almost 
said  as  an  enemy  of  our  couatry. 

Mr.  DAVITT :  Of  the  Government  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  in  the 
least  wish  to  press  the  matter  too  far,  but 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  with  perfect  can- 
dour— and  I  must  say  always  with  tact  and 
moderation,  considering  the  substance  of 
his  speeches,  for  the  form  of  his  speeches 
is  somewhat  in  contrast  to  their  occa- 
sional substance — he  has  always  let  us 
clearly  understand  that,  after  all,  a  British 
success  gave  him  no  satisfaction,  and  that 
a  British  reverse  would  not  break  his 
heart.  But,  Sir,  I  do  regret  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  should  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  cast  perfectly  unwarranted 
aspersions  on  the  character  for  honour 
and  humanity  of  British  officers.  I  am 
sure  that,  as  he  stated  that  British  officers 
had  given  orders  that  the  wounded  should 
be  killed,  he  believes  it. 


Mr.  DAVITT :  1  believe  it  on  the 
testimony  of  Englishmen  who  were  on  the 
spot,  and  who  gave  their  evidence  in 
English  newspapers. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Well,  I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is  my 
firm  belief  there  never  was  a  legend  more 
absolutely  devoid  of  any  species  of 
foundation,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  most 
critical  examination  could  extract  a 
scintilla  of  evidence  showing  any  con- 
dition of  things  so  horrible  as  that  in  the 
story  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
too  easily  given  credence.  Then  he  was 
followed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Northamptonshire, 
whose  speech  I  confess  I  liked  much  less 
than  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mayo.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo  was  perfectly  frank ;  he  spoke 
in  a  sense  and  in  a  degree,  as  I  indicated, 
as  an  enemy ;  he  spoke  plainly  and 
openly.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Northamptonshire  thought  it 
desirable  and  appropriate  to  read  out 
some  story  of  what  happened  in  1885,  and 
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he  told  us  that  it  is  our  business  to  see 
that  such  proceedings  never  occurred 
again.  Of  course,  it  is  our  business  to 
see  that  the  laws  of  humanity  are  pre- 
served, in  war  as  well  as  in  peace.  No 
doubt  that  is  our  duty,  and  neither  we 
in  this  House  nor  the  generals  and  officers 
of  the  Army  have  ever  for  a  moment  I 
thought  it  was  not  a  duty  which  we  and 
they  should  earnestly  and  sedulously  pur- 
sue. But  to  suggest,  as  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Northampton- 
shire has  suggested,  that  our  soldiers 
are  inhumane,  and  that  our  officers  do 
nothing  to  discourage  or  to  temper  their 
inhumanity,  is  truly  to  put  a  libel  upon  a 
great  and  honourable  profession,  which, 
although  no  doubt  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion is  its  primary  business,  has  always 
had  the  tradition  of  carrying  out  its 
duties  in  a  manner  as  consistent  with  the 
diminution  of  human  suffering  as  is 
possible. 

*Mr.  CHANNING :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  wholly  misrepresented 
what  I  said.  I  quoted  a  well-known  and 
very  distinguished  British  officer  who 
served  in  the  campaign  of  1885,  and  I 
gave  his  opinion  as  to  these  facts  rather 
than  my  own.  I  expressly  excluded,  in 
the  beginning  of  my  speech,  any  belief  in 
the  responsibility  of  the  officers  for  the 
acts  which  unfortunately  took  place. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  have  no  desire 
to  misrepresent  him.    I  judged  from  the 

fineral  tone  and  tenour  of  his  speech.  If 
judged  him  unjustly,  I  am  sorry  for  it, 
and  I  am  glad  that  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  that  in  rising 
to  carry  out  what  he  justly  described  as 
amost  painful  task  he  did  not,  at  all 
events,  intend  to  cast  any  slur  on  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  British  Army.  I 
have  only  one  word  more  to  say  about  this 
question  of  the  wounded.  I  believe 
the  whole  of  these  legends  have 
been  exploded  by  a  multitude  and 
host  of  eye-witnesses.  But,  of  course,  it 
is  the  fact — nobody  has  ever  disguised 
it  or  pretended  to  disguise  it — that  there 
have  been  wounded  in  these  battles  who 
have,  though  wounded,  remained  com- 
batants, ana;  being  combatants,  had  to  be 
treated  as  combatants.  The  laws  of 
civilised  warfare  are  sometimes  repre- 
sented as  if  they  stated  that  the  wounded 
were  always  to  be  spared.    Tho  laws  of 


civilised  warfare  are  that  non-combatants 
are  always  to  be  spared,  and  it  Would  be 
impossible  to  carrv  on  war  under  any 
principles  by  which  one  side  was  allowed 
to  fight  and  the  other  side  had  its  hands 
tied  behind  its  back.  Sir,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  tells  us  that  his  evidence 
goes  to  show  that  any  attempt  to  help 
these  poor,  unfortunate,  woun<  led  men  on 
the  field  of  battle  was  never  made  im- 
possible by  any  hostile  action  on  their 
part. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING :  I  did  not  say  that 
at  all;  I  said  that  Lord  Tullibardine's 
experience  showed  that  it  was  not  always 
the  case. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  it  cer- 
tainly was  not  always  the  case — I  quito 
grant  that.  But  that  is  not  the  point ; 
i  the  point  is,  if  you  show,  as  I  am  told  is 
tho  fact,  that  there  were  wounded  who 
had  to  be  killed,  were  they  ever  killed 
except  in  self-defence  1  As  long  as  tho 
wounded  are  combatants  they  must  be 
treated  as  combatants,  and,  disguise  it  as 
we  may,  that  is  the  inevitable  result  of 
war.  The  fact  that  in  civilised  battle 
such  incidents  are  never  heard  of  is 
because  in  civilised  battle  a  wounded  man 
always  is  a  non-combatant.  For  my  own 
part,  I  think  the  humane  attempts  of  our 
men,  the  humane  and  persistent  attempts 
of  men  like  Lord  Tullibardine  and  others, 
to  carry  succour  and  assistance  to  these 
poor  wounded  soldiers,  though  they  knew 
that  in  doing  so  they  carried  their  lives 
in  their  hands  and  ran  the  risk  of  a 
treacherous  attack  from  the  very  men 
whom  they  attempted  to  assist,  speak 
volumes  for  the  humanity  of  that  Army 
which  hon.  Members  in  their  speeches 
have  so  cruelly  traduced.  I  earnestly 
hope,  Sir,  under  these  circumstances,  that 
neither  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mayo  nor  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Northamptonshire 
will  move  a  single  Gentleman  in  this 
House  to  abstain  from  recording  his  vote 
of  thanks  and  giving  his  assent  to  the 
resolution  which  you,  Sir,  have  just  read 
from  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DILLON :  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 

Scted  that  the  cause  we  advocate  in  this 
ouse  would  be  a  popular  one,  and  the 
most  we  can  ask  for,  and,  I  think,  have 
a  right  to  expect,  is  that  the  great 
majority  who  are  bound  to  vote  in  feyour 
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of  this  Resolution  will  give  a  fair  hearing 
to  the  reply  to  the  speech  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Sir,  what  is  it 
that  has  been  alleged  1  And  what  is  the 
evidence  upon  which  the  charge  has  been 
made  ?  It  has  not  been  alleged  by  any- 
one, as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  sought 
to  make  it  appear,  that  the  charge  is 
made  against  the  whole  body  of  officers 
in  the  British  Army,  or  even  the  Egyptian 
Army.  No  such  charge  was  ever  made, 
and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
triumphantly  instanced  the  case  of  Lord 
Tullibardine  and  other  officers  who 
humanely,  and  unquestionably  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives,  offered  assistance 
to  some  of  those  wretched  wounded 
men,  he  undoubtedly  did  allude  to 
facts  which  reflected  infinite  credit 
on  Lord  Tullibardine  and  other  officers 
on  that  occasion.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  they  acted  as  humane 
and  civilised  soldiers  ought  to  act.  The 
charge  has  not  been  made  by  Irishmen, 
but  Dy  British  soldiers  and  officers  who 
took  part  in  the  campaign  and  were  eye- 
witnesses, according  to  their  statements, 
of  what  they  stated.  The  charge  that 
has  been  made  is,  substantially,  that  of 
the  16,000  men  estimated  to  be  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Omdurman  the  great  ma- 
jority were  ruthlessly  slaughtered  after 
the  battle.  ("  Oh  ! ")  Of  course  I  am  no 
eye-witness.  I  have  no  knowledge — did 
I  ever  pretend  to  have  any  knowledge  1 
— of  these  unhappy  things,  except  what 
I  derive,  in  common  with  the  public  of 
this  country,  from  the  evidence  afforded 
by  the  letters  of  British  soldiers  and  offi- 
cers published  in  the  newspapers,  and  the 
evidence  of  military  correspondents.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  seek  to  deny 
for  a  moment  that  a  great  many  of  the 
wounded  were  slaughtered.  Everybody 
who  is  not  a  fool  admits  that  on  a  field 
of  battle,  particularly  when  engaged  in 
war  with  such  people  as  the  Dervishes, 
a  certain  number  of  the  wounded  have  to 
be  killed.  But  my  conviction  is  that 
certainly  the  Soudanese — to  an  enormous 
extent,  and  to  a  much  less  extent  the 
British  troops — went  out  of  their  way  to 
seek  the  wounded  and  kill  them.  Now  I 
have  the  strongest  objection  to  this  Reso- 
lution because  it  includes  an  expression 
of  thanks  to  the  Soudanese  troops.  Sir, 
I  have  read  with  much  interest 
an  article  written  on  the  subject  by 
Major-General  Gatacre.  That  officer 
served    for  a    long    time    in  India, 

Mr.  Dillon. 


and  most  successfully  conducted  the 
operations  against  the  plague  in  India, 
and  it  was  only  when  he  was  re- 
moved in  the  ordinary  course  of  duty  that 
difficulties  arose.  I  am  informed  that  he 
is  an  extremely  humane  man,  and  a  man 
who  undoubtedly  has  had  great  ex- 
perience of  savage  warfare.  He,  very 
naturally,  defends  the  British  officers, 
but  in  the  course  of  his  article  he  does 
not  attempt  to  deny  that  the  Soudanese 
did  commit  most  painful  atrocities  ;  and, 
after  all,  it  must  be  remembered  that  we 
have  the  authority  of  Gordon  him- 
self, who  had  a  long  experience  of  wars  in 
the  Soudan,  that  it  was  a  fixed  practice  to 
give  no  quarter  on  either  side.  It  is  not 
very  much  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  Egyptian  troops  did  commit  dreadful 
atrocities,  all  the  more,  perhaps,  because 
several  tribes  had  old  scores  to  wipe  off. 
What  I  object  to  in  this  Resolution  is 
that,  without  any  expression  of  regret 
from  the  Government,  without  any  pro- 
mise of  inquiry  to  satisfy  the  conscience 
of  this  country,  and  without  any  indica- 
tion that  there  is  even  a  doubt  as  to  the 
transactions  with  reference  to  the 
wounded,  we  are  called  upon  to  vote 
the  thanks  of  this  House,  not  only  to 
the  British  troops,  but  also  to  the 
Soudanese  and  Egyptian  troops  —  the 
forces  of  a  foreign  country.  Under 
those  circumstances  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  against  this  Resolution.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  endeavoured  to 
make  the  case  against  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Mayo  that  he  spoke 
j  on  this  question  as  an  enemy  of  the 
British  power,  and  that  he  would  rejoice 
!  in  a  British  defeat  if  it  occurred  ;  but  I 
have  endeavoured  to  address  myself  to 
the  question  simply  from  the  point  of 
new  of  humanity,  whatever  my  feelings 
towards  British  power  may  be.  It  may 
be — I  think  it  is — that  from  the  peculiar 
position  we  Irish  Members  hold  in  this 
House  we  are  the  most  impartial. 
[Laughter.]  Do  you  pretend  to  be  im- 
partial 1  You  know  perfectly  well  you 
are  not.  It  is  very  hard  for  Englishmen 
j  to  sit  in  judgment  on  their  own  victorious 
i  officers  and  troops,  and  to  have  any  con- 
'  sideration  for  their  defeated  enemy.  You 
!  are  not  quite  so  generous  a  people  as  that, 
and  it  is  therefore  no  harm  that  there 
should  be  men  in  this  House  who  can  feel 
even  for  those  savage  tribes,  who  are 
God's  creatures,  and  have  a  right  to,  at 
least,  humane  and  merciful  treatment,  and 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


685 


The.S&udwn 


{8  June  1899} 


Campaign,  1896-7-8. 


686 


to  be  looked  upon  as  human  beings,  and 
not  as  noxious  animals,  as  those  who  are 
sent  to  fight  them  too  often  come  to 
regard  them.  I  wish  that  the  effect  of 
this  debate  and  the  debate  on  Monday 
will  be  to  moderate  and  temper  the 
savagery  of  war.  Although  this  is  on 
a  totally  different  branch  of  the  subject, 
1  desire  also  to  support  the  conten- 
tion put  forward  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Aberdeenshire.  Why  should 
not  the  names  of  the  officers  of  mercy  who 
accompany  the  army  be  joined  in  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  combatant  officers  1 
It  would  be  a  good  thing,  if  these  votes  of 
thanks  are  to  be  passed  at  all,  that  they 
should  include  the  names  of  some  men 
whose  duty  it  was  to  save  life,  while 
thanking  those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
destroy  life  ;  and,  belonging  myself  to  the 
same  profession,  I  desire  to  concur  en- 
tirely with  the  view  of  the  hon.  Member 
that  these  votes  should  record  the  names 
of  representatives  of  the  healing  and 
merciful  side  of  war,  and  that  we  should 
register  our  conviction  that,  while  war 
nay  be  necessary,  yet  it  is  to  civilised 
nations,  or  ought  to  be,  a  horrible  evil, 
and  that  the  moment  victory  is  won  it 
ought  to  be  the  duty  of  every  soldier  to 
help  to  succour  and  assuage  the  sufferings 
of  those  who  have  fallen  by  the  strength 
of  his  right  arm. 

Major  KASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  for  what  section  of  the  public 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Northampton- 
shire holds  his  brief.  It  seems  to  me  that 
they  are  the  people  who  in  the  last  century 
would  have  prosecuted  Warren  Hastings 
and  Clyde,  who  twenty  years  ago  would 
have  attacked  General  Eyre,  and,  later,  the 
men  who  won  Rhodesia  for  the  British 
Empire.  They  are  the  people  who 
always  find  Englishmen  in  the  wrong  all 
over  the  world,  and  find  foreigners  right. 
They  have  friends  in  every  country  in 
which  this  nation  has  enemies.  They  are 
the  people  who  wish  to  support,  and  did 
support,  the  reverend  gentleman  who 
talked  at  the  Conference  at  Birmingham 
about  the  "  filthy  rags  of  Imperial  policy." 
They  rejoice  in  the  name  of  "Little 
Englandera " ;  all  the  same  they  do  not 
disdain  the  use  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  when  they  want  to  bolster  up  a 
political  party  in  the  country.  They  sent 
Gordon  to  Khartoum,  and  deserted  him 
when  he  got  there.  They  sent  Lord 
Wolseley  up  the  Nile,  and  when  he  came 
back  they  had  very  little  thanks  for  him. 


They  were  ready  to  use  the  Sirdar,  but 
having  used  him  they  throw  him  away 
like  a  squeezed  orange.  All  I  can  say  is 
I  hope  the  hon.  Member  for  East  North- 
amptonshire will  take  a  division ;  if  he 
does  he  will  probably  have  a  greater 
record  than  even  that  achieved  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn 
the  other  night. 

♦Mr.  H.  J.  WILSON  (York  W.  R, 
Holmfirth)  :  I  desire  to  make  an  appeal  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  There 
are  two  things  about  which  we  are  all 
agreed — one  is  the  bravery  of  the  English 
officers  and  soldiers  wherever  they  are, 
and  the  other  that  the  vast  majority  of 
them  are  naturally  humane  men.  Not- 
withstanding what  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  said,  I  want  to  put  it  to 
him  that  all  the  stories  referred  to  have 
not  been  exploded.  I  desire  to  support 
the  appeal  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Slem- 
ber  for  East  Northamptonshire  (who  does 
not  deserve  the  language  which  has  been 
applied  to  him)  that  there  ought  to  be 
searching  investigation  into  the  matter. 
The  proceedings  of  forteen  years  ago, 
which  have  been  referred  to,  throw  a 
great  light  on  this  question,  because 
the  misbehaviour  of  the  black  troops 
then  should  show  that  these  events 
were  not  unforeseen.  If  not  unforeseen, 
precautions  ought  to  be  taken  against 
them ;  and  if  such  precautions  were  not 
taken,  how  then  can  we  support  this  vote  of 
thanks  ?  I  have  here  an  account  worse  than 
anything  that  has  yet  been  read.  It 
bears  every  evidence  of  authenticity,  and  it 
shows  how  officers  were  implicated.  I  will 
not  read  it,  but  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
sending  it  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  in  support  of  the  plea  of  my 
hon.  friend.  lean  assure  him  that  nobody 
would  be  more  thankful  than  we  should 
if  these  stories  could  be  entirely  refuted  ; 
but  if  these  methods  of  war  are  considered 
necessary,  let  us  know  who  says  so,  and 
in  any  case  let  us  know  what  has  been 
done  and  who  is  responsible.  Until  this 
has  been  done  I  am  obliged  to  vote,  by 
my  conscience,  against  all  the  Resolutions 
except  the  last. 

Mr,  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eilion) :  It  may  appear  somewhat 
ungracious  to  vote  against  this  resolution, 
and  I  desire  to  explain  why  I  am  com- 
pelled to  do  so.  In  the  first  place,  I  have 
all  along  felt  strongly  opposed  to  the 
passing,  in  modern  times,  of  resolutions  of 
this  kind  after  every  sort  of  campaign.  I 
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had  almost  said  that  this  was  a  prostitu- 
tion of  the  usages  and  functions  of  this 
House.  I  do  not  think  that  "prostitution  " 
is  the  correct  word — it  is  too  strong  a 
term ;  but  I  do  think  that  we  are  passing 
these  resolutions  on  very  much  too  trivial 
oocasions.  It  is  far  better  we  should  reserve 
them  for  some  great  occasion.  This  House 
formerly  never  dreamt  of  passing  a  reso- 
lution of  this  kind  except  on  an  occasion, 
such  as  Waterloo  or  Trafalgar,  which 
was  equivalent  to  •  the  saving  of  the 
Empire.  Then  the  thanks  of  the 
House  were  given,  and  so  important  was 
it  regarded  that  history  recorded  the  fact 
as  exceptional.  But  now  every  small 
campaign,  if  it  happens  to  be  successful 
— and  it  always  is — is  brought  before  this 
House,  and  we  have  a  peerage  given  for 
such  a  matter  as  the  bombardment  of 
Alexandria,  I  object  altogether  to  that ; 
we  ought  not  to  throw  away  such  an 
important  honour,  and,  of  course,  it 
lessens  the  honour  when  it  is  given  on 
every  occasion.  Suppose  we  were  engaged 
in  war  with  a  European  Power,  with  an 
army  equal  in  numbers  to  our  own  and 
equally  equipped ;  suppose  we  won  a 
brilliant  victory,  which  saved  the  reputa- 
tion and  possibly  the  existence  of  this 
country,  what  honour  would  there  be  left 
for  the  General  who  achieved  such  a  feat  1 
None,  except  to  persuade  the  reigning 
monarch  to  go  on  his  bended  knees  and 
hand  over  his  crown.  I  am  unwilling  to 
believe  the  stories  of  cruelty  on  the  part  of 
our  officers  and  men ;  but  we  must  bear  in 
mind  that  English  officers  and  men  have 
the  weaknesses  of  humanity,,  and  they 
may,  on  occasion,  in  the  excitement  of 
the  moment,  have  allowed  their  feelings 
to  carry  them  further  than  they  ought. 
But  where  we  find  letters  published  in 
the  local  Press  from  private  soldiers,  in 
which  the  names  of  the  men  are  given, 
and  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  wounded 
were  killed,  and  that  it  was  done  by 
order,  it  is  a  very  serious  thing  indeed.  I 
do  not  believe  for  a  moment  that  it  was 
done  by  order,  but  these  men  were 
evidently  under  the  impression  that  it 
was.  A  private  in  the  Lancashire  Fusi- 
liers writes : 

"  As  we  advanced  we  were  ordered  to  kill 
all  the  wounded  we  met." 

A  corporal  of  the  Grenadier  Guards  writes : 

"We  had  to  march  with  orders  to  kill  all." 

A  soldier  who  was  present  at  the  battle 
writes : 

"  The  ground  was  strewn  with  bodies,  and 

M>;  Bryn  Huberts. 
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the  order  was  given  that  all  the  wounded 
Dervishes  were  to  be  shot  or  bayoneted." 

A  private  in  the  2nd  Fusiliers  says  that 
the  order  was  conveyed  to  bayonet  every- 
one, dead  or  alive.  General  Gatacre  and 
Lord  Kitchener  have  denied  that  any 
such  order  was  given,  and  I  accept  their 
denial,  but  some  inquiry  ought  to  be 
made  as  to  how  came  such  an  impression 
to  be  so  general  among  the  troops.  Until 
some  inquiry  is  made  and  the  character 
of  our  men  completely  cleared,  I  certainly 
will  not  join  in  this  Vote  of  thanks. 

♦Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES  (Salford,  W.) 
I  have  received  a  letter  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  a  complete  answer  to  the  state- 
ment which  has  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Members  opposite.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  two  foreign  military  attaches  accom- 
panied the  Anglo-Egyptian  Army.  One 
represented  Germany,  and  he  wrote  a 
letter,  which  appeared  in  The  Times  on 
the  16th  of  January,  refuting  these 
calumnies.  The  other,  Major  Luigi  Cal- 
derari,  represented  the  great  military 
nation  of  Italy.  Last  December  I  had 
the  honour  of  meeting  him  a  few  days 
after  his  return  from  the  Soudan,  and  he 
was  full  of  praise  of  our  magnificent 
Anglo-Egyptian  Army.  He  had  been  with 
the  Staff,  and  therefore  in  a  position  to  be 
able  to  see  everything  that  went  on.  He 
subsequently  wrote  me  the  following 
letter,  which  I  read  in  the  House  on 
Monday  night,  but  as  many  hon.  Members 
were  not  then  present  it  may  be 
desirable  to  read  it  again : — 

"Caserta,  February  28th,  1899. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Lees  Knowles, — I  am  very  glad  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  put  in  writing  what  I 
stated  to  you  verbally  in  Milan  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Dervish  prisoners  at  the  battle 
of  Omdurman  were  treated,  and  to  deny  in  the 
most  absolute  way  that  any  cruelty  was  prac- 
tised towards  the  prisoners.  I  rode  on  the 
field  of  battle  in  various  directions,  and  every- 
where I  saw  hundreds  of  wounded  lying 
alive,  notwithstanding  that  the  ground  had 
already  been  traversed  by  the  Anglo-Egyptian 
troops.  I  happened  to  be  for  a  while  at  the  head 
of  the  troops  in  their  advance  after  the  attack 
on  the  zariba  had  been  repulsed,  and  then  again 
I  was  able  to  convince  myself  that  the  wounded 
were  not  in  any  way  molested.  If  an  occa- 
sional wounded  man  was  killed  it  was  only  in 
legitimate  defence,  because,  as  is  well  known, 
it  is  a  custom  with  these  peoples  to  pretend  to 
be  dead  and  then  to  fire  on  the  enemy  as  he 
passes,  or,  worse  still,  to  ask  for  water  and 
help,  and  then  treacherously  to  kill  those  who 
are  succouring  them.  I  do  not  write  these 
things  in  order  to  defend  Lord  Kitchener :  he 
is  so  far  above  such  accusations  that  merely  to 
waste  words  in  denying  them  would  be  an 
insult  to  him.  I  can  only  repeat  that  I  am 
very  happy  that  an  opportunity  presents  itself 
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for  me  to  give  a  denial  to  statements  which  are 
untrue.  It  was,  moreover,  my  duty  to  do  so, 
especially  as  some  Italian  newspapers  have 
copied  and  republished  such  statements. 

"Believe  me,  etc.,  etc.,  etc., 

"Luigi  Caldeeari." 

That,  I  think,  is  an  important  letter, 
and  adds  considerably  towards  the  refuta- 


tion of  these  calumnies.  Coming  from  a 
foreigner,  it  may  be  appreciated  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  from  Ireland. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  347 ;  noes 
18.    (Division  List,  No.  179.) 


Acland-Hood,  Cant.  Sir  A.  F. 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen, W.(Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Allhnsen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asqu:.th,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atherley-Jones,  L. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bailhe,  J  as.  E.  B.  (Inverness) 
Baud,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.Hon.G.W.(Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederic  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt.  Hn.A.H.S.-(Hunts) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.(Bristol 
Beach,  W.  W.  Bramston(  Hante) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownacgree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BUlaon,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 
Bond,  Edward 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bowles,Capt.H.F.  (Middlesex)  I 
Broadhurat,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn  i 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George  ' 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles  | 
Caldwell.  James 
Campbell,Rt.Hn.JA(Glasgow  ] 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
CecU.IxmlHugh  (Greenwich) 


AYES. 

Chaloner,  Capt.  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn  J  (Birm.) 
Chamberlain,./ Austen  ( Wore' r 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charriogton,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Colville,  John 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cooke,C.  W.Radcliffe(Heref'd) 
Corbett,  A.  Caraeron(Glasgow) 
Cox,  Irwin  Ed.  B.  (Harrow) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cros*,  Herb.  Shepherd(Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalryraple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,SirHoratioD.  (Chath'm 
Davies,M.Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dick8on-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Ed. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Duncombo,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
FerguBson.Rt.  Hn.Sir  J.  (Man. ) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robt.  Bannatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Rbt.  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (I^ancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gedge,  8ydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.  (C.  of  Lon.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
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Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Bon.  H.  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  RtHnGJ(StGeorge's) 
Gosohen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  W  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  W.  R.-  (Carabs.) 
Gretton,  John 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Guidon,  Sir  William  B. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hayne.Rt.  Hon.  CharlesSearle- 
Heath,  James 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  S.  (Staffs) 
Hill,  Sir  Edward  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R,  (Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  C. 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  Capt.  G.  W.Grice- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.) 
Jackson,  Rt.Hon.  Wm.Lawies 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
J  ebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnson- Ferguson,  JabezEdw. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon  H.  George 
Kay-Shuttleworth.RtHnSirU. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kinlooh.SirJohnGeorgeSmyth 
Kiteons  Sir  j;amfe,OOgle 
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Knowlee,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lambert,  George 
Laurie,  Lieut.  -General 
Lawrence,  Win.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,Rt.Hn.  WilliamEdw.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
LlewelynSirDillwyn(Swansea 
Lock  wood,  Lt. -Col.  A.  It. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.CharlesW.(  Evesham 
Long, lit.  Hn.  Walter  ( Liverp'l 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Kent) 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucaa-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lvttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall 
M'Calmont.H.  L.  B.  (Cambs.) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Laren.  Charles  Benjamin 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Mappin,  sir  Frederick  T. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor.Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks. 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  John  T. 
Milbank,Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  ( Whitechapel 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morton,  Arthur  H.A.  (Deptfd 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray, Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 


Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Neill,  H.  Robert  Torrens 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  A.  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.(Northumb.) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Perks,  Robert  William 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley, Sir  W.Overend  (Edin 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt. -Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reckitt,  Harold  James. 
Renboul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (H'ckney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Roll  it,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rydey,  John  Herbert  Dudley 

Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  EJw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (R'nfr'w) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John(F'rfrsh'e) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanley,  Hon  A.  (Ormskirk) 


Stanley  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

Talbot,  Rt.Hn.  J.G.  (Oxf  d  U.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,^ ) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Toralinson,  Wm.  Ed.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Ure,  Alexander 
Usborne,  Thomas 

Yalentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 

Wallace,  Robert  ( Perth) 
Walton,  Joseph  ( Barns  ley  i 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Weddernurn,  Sir  William 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.  ( A-mton-und  r-L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
William-*,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  P.-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcentsh.  K.) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorkt.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHn.E.  R.(Bjith) 
Wolff,  (iustav  Wilhelm 
Woodall,  William 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.C.  B.  Stuart 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quiu.  Major  W.  H. 
Young,  Commander) Berks,  E.  > 
Younirer,  William 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 

Tellers  kor  thk  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Car  vill, Patrick  Geo.Hamilton 
( 'urran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S. ) 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid(CumbTd) 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Morris,  Samuel 


NOES. 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Steadraan,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 


Tully,  Jasper 

Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 

Tfxlers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Davitt  and  Mr.  James 
O'Connor. 


2.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to 

Major-Oeneml  Sir  Arehiliald  Hunter, 
K.C.B.,  D.S.O. ; 


Major  -  General  Sir  Honrv  Macleod 
Leslie  Rundle,  K-CB!,  C.M.G., 
D.S.O.,  R.A. : 

Major  -  General  Sir  William  Forlws 
Gatacre,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O.  ; 
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Major-General  the  Hon.  Neville  Gerald 
Lyttelton,  C.B. ; 

Major-General  A.  G.  Wauchope,  C.B., 

C.  M.G. ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  Sir  Francis 
Reginald  Wingate,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B., 

D.  S.O.,  R.A. ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Brevet  Colonel 
C.  J.  Long,  R.A. ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Max- 
well, D.S.O. ; 

Major  and   Brevet  Colonel    H.  A. 
MacDonald,  D.S.O.  ; 

LieutenantColonel  I).  F.  Lewis,  C.B. ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
J.  Collinson,  C.B. ; 


Captain  C.  R.  Keppel,  C.B.,  D.S.O., 

and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Warrant 
Officers  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the 
Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines, 
for  the  energy  and  gallantry  with  which 
they  executed  the  services  which  they 
were  called  upon  to  perform. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

"That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and 
highly  approve  the  gallantry,  discipline,  and 
good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty  Officers, 
.  Non-commissioned  Officers,  and  men  of  the 
!  Navy,  the  British  and  Egyptian  Army,  and  the 
i  Royal  Marines  during  the  campaign."— {Mr. 
.  Balfour). 

The  House  divided;  Ayes  355,  Noes 
16.    (Division  List  No.  180). 


Acland-Hood,Capt.Sir  Alex.  F. 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  Wm.  (New.  u.  Lyme) 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Hy.  E. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquitb,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.  Hy. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  Jas.  E.  B.  (Inverness) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarree,  Loid 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfour, Rt.  Hon.G.W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt.Hn.A.H.S.-(  Hunts) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,RtHn.SirM  H.(Bristol) 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hants.) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Failhfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 
Bond.  Euward 
Buulnois,  Edmund 
Boustield,  William  Robert 
Bowles,  Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlx.) 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 


AYES. 

Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Campbell,  Rt.Hon.J.A.(Glas.) 
Campb-ll  Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Carmicbael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Causton,  Kichard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  ( Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r.) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Colville,  John 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corltett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davics,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Davies,  M.  V.  (Cardigan) 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
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Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  Fred.  D. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edw. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Duckworth,  James 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hon.  A  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  Hon.  AilwynEdward 
Ferguson, R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Fergnsson,Rt-Hn.Sir  J.  (Man. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald.SirRobertPenrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foreter,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbon*,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(C.ofLond.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Freak. 
Golds  worthy,  Major- General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwaid 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir.  J.  Eldon 
Goschen.Rt.  Hn.G.  J.  (StG'rg's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  W.  Raymond-(CambS) 
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Griffith,  Ellis  J. 

Gunter,  Colonel 

Gut-don,  Sir  Wm,  Brampton 

Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 

Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Ld.  Geo. 

Hardy,  Laurence 

Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 

Harwood,  George 

Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 

Hayne,Rt.Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Heath,  James 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,RobertTrotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  S.  (Staffs.) 
Hoare,  Edw.  Brodie  (Hamps.) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhonse,  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  \\  illiam  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  C. 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  Cant.  G.  W.Grice- 
Hutton,  John  (Ymkn,  N.R.) 
Jackson, Kt.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
J  ebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jabez  Ed. 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvon!).) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHn.SirU 
Kearley,  Hudson,  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kiraber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfred 
Lambert,  George 
I^anrie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawoon,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  E.  H. 
Lees  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh  ton,  Stanley 
Long,  Sir  John 
Lewi-*,  John  Herbert 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea) 
l.ockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverp'l) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hn  J  W(CumbTd) 
Lubbock,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-ShadwelL  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
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Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M 'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Calmont,  H.  L.  B.  (Cambs.) 
M'lver,  SirL.  (Edinb'rgh,  W.) 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Montagu.  Sir  S.  (Whitechpl.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan, Hon.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Muntz,  PhUip  A. 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 

Newdigate,  Francis  Alex. 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 

Oldrovd,  Mark 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.(Hartlep'L) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighsh. ) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rothschild,Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
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Royds,  Clement  Molynenx 
Russell.Gen.  F.  S.  (Cheltenh'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 

Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehonse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Ten) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.(Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Capt  John(Forfarah.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 

Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edw.  J  as.  {Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley, Lord  (Lanes.) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-  Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachev,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  N. 

Talbot.Rt.Hn.  J.  G.(Oxfd.V.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Ure,  Alexander 

Valencia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H. 

Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  ( Leeds,  S.) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wed der burn,  Sir  William 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
William-,  Jos.  PoweU-(Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.> 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worceatersh.  N.  \ 
Wodehouse,RtHn.E.R(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gnstav  Wilhelm 
Woodall,  William 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndhara-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 

Younger,  William 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  fob  the  Ate&- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
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Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dillon,  Jnhn 
Doogan,P.  C. 

Lawron,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M-Ghee,  Richard 


Morris,  Samuel 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 


Tully,  Jasper 

Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York,  W.  R) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 

Mr.  Davitt  and  Mr.  James 
O'Connor. 


3.  Resolved, — That  this  House  doth 
acknowledge  and  highly  approve  the  gal- 
lantry, discipline,  and  good  conduct  dis- 
played by  the  Petty  Officers,  Non-com- 
missioned Officers,  and  men  of  the  Navy, 
the  British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and 
the  Royal  Marines  during  the  campaign. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Lieutenant-General  Sir  Francis  Grenfell, 
G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  for  the  support  and  assist- 
ance which  he  afforded  to  the  forces  employed 
in  the  operations  in  the  Soudan."— (Mr. 
Balfour.) 

Mr.  DAVITT :  I  do  not  intend  to 
divide  the  House  upon  either  of  the  two 
remaining  resolutions,  because  they  do 
not  raise  the  question  upon  which  we 
desired  to  protest,  more  especially  when 
one  of  these  resolutions  amounts  to  an 
expression  of  sympathy  with  those  families 
who  have  lost  their  sons.  I  trust  that  in 
this  connection  the  House  will  remember 
the  family  of  an  hon.  Member  of  this 
House  who  was  universally  respected,  and 
who  died  on  Monday  night  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  manly  duty  of  protesting 
against  all  this  butchery.* 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

4.  Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Lieutenant  -  General 
Sir  Francis  Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G., 
for  the  support  and  assistance  which  he 
afforded  to  the  forces  employed  in  the 
operations  in  the  Soudan. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 

"  That  this  House  doth  acknowledge,  with 
admiration,  the  distinguished  valour,  devotion, 
and  conduct  of  those  other  officers  and  men 
who  have  perished  during  the  campaign  in  the 
Soudan  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and 
feels  deep  sympathy  with  their  relatives  and 
friends."-<ifr.  Balfour.) 

LORD  CHAS.  BERESFORD  (York) : 
I  wish  to  make  a  request  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  whether  it  will  be  complied 
with  or  not,  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  the 

*  Refer  to  page  400  of  this  volume. 


sympathy  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  It  came  to  my  knowledge, 
when  a  similar  vote  of  condolence  to  the 
relatives  of  the  men  who  were  killed  in 
the  last  Soudan  campaign  was  passed  in 
this  House,  that  many  of  the  widows  and 
relatives  of  the  men  never  knew  at  all  that 
such  a  vote  had  been  passed,  as  far  as 
any  official  intimation  was  concerned,  and 
they  would  not  have  known  anything 
about  it  if  I  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to 
write  to  them.  I  therefore  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can  see  his 
way  to  order  a  memorandum  to  be  sent 
to  the  relatives  of  those  who  fell  in 
battle,  in  order  that  they  may  know 
that  the  gallantry  of  their  relatives 
has  been  fully  appreciated  by  the 
representatives  of  the  country  in  this 
House.  Many  of  them  are  very  poor 
people,  and  they  never  see  a  newspaper 
at  all,  and  a  great  many  of  them  would 
have  no  idea  that  this  vote  has  been 
passed  unless  they  receive  an  intimation 
to  that  effect.  I  am  sure  that  these  poor 
people  would  greatly  appreciate  an  official 
intimation  that  the  devotion  and  gallantry 
of  their  relatives  has  been  acknowledged 
in  this  House. 


Mr.  DILLON  :  May  I  suggest  that  on 
future  occasions  when  this  House  votes 
large  sums  of  money,  honours,  distinc- 
tions, and  sympathy  with  the  relatives  of 
those  who  fall  in  battle,  the  latter,  who 
are  often  reduced  to  poverty  by  their  loss, 
should  receive  a  year  or  two's  pay  along 
with  tho  resolution  of  sympathy. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
suggestion  of  my  noble  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  York  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
I  do  not  know  whether  machinery  exists 
for  carrying  out  the  suggestion,  but  I  con- 
jecture that  no  great  aifficulty  need  be 
found  in  doing  so.  On  that  point  I  can 
hardly  pledge  myself  without  consulting 
the  officials  concerned ;  but  I  can  give  the 
noble  Lord  the  assurance  that  anything 
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that  can  be  done  in  the  direction  he  has 
indicated  will  certainly  he  done. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

5.  Resolved, — That  this  House  doth  ac- 
knowledge, with  admiration,  the  distin- 
guished valour,  devotion,  and  conduct  of 
those  other  officers  and  men  who  have 
perished  during  the  campaign  in  the  Soudan 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  feels 
deep  sympathy  with  their  relatives  and 
friends. — (Mr.  Balfour.) 

Ordered, — That  the  said  resolutions  be 
transmitted  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  Major- 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum, 
G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
several  officers  and  men  referred  to 
therein. — (Mr.  Balfour.) 


LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  [6th 
June]  on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended : — 

"And  which  Amendment  wan,  in  page  12, 
lines  32  and  33,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  the  in- 
habitants of  the  parish,'  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  '  such  inhabitants  of  the  parish  as  shall 
have  obeyed  that  rubric  of  the  Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer  which  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the 
Order  of  the  Administration  of  the  Holy  Com- 
munion, and  which  requires  that  every 
parishioner  shall  communicate  at  the  least 
three  times  in  the  year,  of  which  Easter  to  be 
one.'  "—{Lord  Hugh  Cecil.) 

Question  again  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  '  the  inhabitants  of '  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Debate  resumed. 

•Me.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts, 
Mansfield) :  While  I  very  much  admire 
the  courage  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
shown  in  bringing  this  matter  forward,  I 
must  say  I  think  there  will  be  a  general 
agreement  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that  in 
submitting  this  Amendment  he  hasallowed 
his  zeal  to  outrun  his  discretion.  We 
are  dealing  with  a  Bill  for  the  better 
government  of  this  ancient  metropolis, 
and  the  noble  Lord  calls  on  us  to  so  shape 
the  measure  as  to  involve  a  re-con- 
struction of  an  ancient  Church  establish- 
ment. The  noble  Lord,  in  fact,  seeks  to 
make  this  a  Disestablishment  Bill ;  but  it 
is  a  piece  of  disestablishment  beginning  at 
the  wrong  end,  for  he  proposes  to  disestab- 
lish, not  the  Church,  but  the  parishioners. 
Further,  he  proposes  not  only  to  disfran- 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


chise  all  Nonconformists,  but  also  a  num- 
ber— probably  a  majority — of  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  who  are  non-com- 
municants. What  are  the  grounds  on 
which  the  noble  Lord  makes  this  sugges- 
tion to  the  House  ?  First,  he  urges  that 
it  is  only  right  and  reasonable  that  a  body 
which  has  to  deal  with  Church  affairs 
under  the  Act  should  be  composed,  not  of 
the  general  public,  but  of  Churchmen  and 
communicating  members  of  the  Church. 
His  second  point  was  that  it  would  be 
decidedly  improper  to  allow  those  who 
disobeyed  the  law  of  the  Church  to  exer- 
cise any  government  over  Church 
matters.  A  very  large  number  of  Church- 
men would  stoutly  deny  both  propositions 
of  the  noble  Lord,  but  I  would  remind 
the  noble  Lord  that  these  are  not  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Church  establishment 
in  this  country  is  based.  He  has  to  deal 
with  facts  as  they  are,  and  not  as  they 
ought  to  be.  The  parish  church  is  the 
church  of  the  parish  and  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parish,  and  all  inhabitants  can 
claim  the  right  of  having  free  seats 
and  of  availing  themselves  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  incumbent,  whether  thev  be 
communicants  or  not.  Nonconformists, 
in  common  with  Churchmen,  can  claim  to 
be  baptised,  married,  and  buried  with  the 
Church's  rites ;  they  have  the  right  of  elect- 
ing churchwardens,  and  if  they  happen  to 
be  on  the  Parliamentary  roll  they  have 
the  right  of  deciding  who  shall,  as 
their  representatives  in  this  House,  act  as 
supreme  governors  of  the  Church.  Does 
the  noble  Lord  intend  this  Amendment 
to  be  a  beginning  of  a  very  much  more 
extensive  scheme  ?  Will  he  presently 
insist  that  no  Minister  of  the  Crown  who 
does  not  communicate  three  times  every 
year — once  at  Easter  included — shall  be 
allowed  to  administer  the  Church 
patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown? 
And  then  with  regard  to  the  large  army 
of  private  patrons,  will  he  insist  that  they 
all  shall  be  communicants  1    What  is  he 

foing  to  do  with  this  House  ?  Will  he 
ereafter  insist  that  none  of  us  shall  have 
a  right  to  sit  here  and  legislate  for  the 
Church  unless  we  are  communicants  of 
that  Church  1  The  noble  Lord  says 
the  laity  of  the  Church  of  England  do  not 
exercise  their  proper  share  of  influence  in 
relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  and 
he  suggests  that  the  reason  for  their  not 
doing  so  is  that  they  are  an  indeterminate 
body.  Ho  proposes  that  they  should 
ceaso  to  be  mdetenninate  by  depriving 
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them  of  their  existing  rights.  He  proposes  i 
to  increase  their  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Church  by  banishing  them  from 
the  parish  church,  unless  they  happen  to 
be  communicants  of  that  church.  The 
truth  is  this  Amendment,  in  principle, 
seeks  to  convert  the  National  Church  into 
a  sect,  and  not  only  into  a  sect  but  into  a 
section  of  a  sect.  It  proposes  to  make  the 
Church  as  narrow  as  it  can  be  made.  I 
do  not  wonder  that  the  noble  Lord  was 
haunted  by  the  ghost  of  the  Test  and 
Corporation  Acts — those  infamous  Acts, 
which  were  scathingly  described  by  the 
poet  Cowper  as 

"  Making  the  symbols  of  atoning  grace 
An  office  key,  a  picklock  to  a  place." 

The  noble  Lord  denies  making  the  Com- 
munion a  test  in  the  same  way  as  it  was 
used  in  connection  with  the  Test  and 
Corporation  Acts,  but  he  proposes  it  as  a 
qualification  for  entrance  into  the  parish 
vestry,  and  thereby  seeks  to  re-erect 
a  barrier  which  the  good  sense  and 
religion  of  the  people  of  this  country 
banished  more  than  half  a  century  ago. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England 
would  strenuously  object  to  the  proposal 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  I  am  not  surprised 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Oxford  University  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Albans  were 
quick  to  dissociate  themselves  from  the 
Motion,  although  they  have  put  forward 
Amendments  equally  objectionable.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Oxford  University  proposes  to  substitute 
for  communicating  a  declaration  of  bond 
fide  membership  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, while  the  Member  for  St.  Albans 
supplies  a  double-shotted  test,  for  he  not 
merely  requires  a  declaration  

Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Herts,  St. 
Albans) :  Is  the  hon.  Member  in  order  in 
discussing  my  Amendment  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  No.  That  Amend- 
ment can  only  be  discussed  in  the  event 
of  the  Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord  being 
carried. 

♦Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS :  I  am 
content  with  the  fact  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  is  on  the  Paper, 
and  the  House  must  draw  its  own 
conclusions  from  it.  My  view  is  that 
both  the  Amendments  should  be  re- 


I  jected,  and  I  think  it  will  be  time  enough 
for  the  noble  Lord  to  come  to  this  House 
with  a  proposition  of  this  character  when 
Churchmen  themselves  are  agreed.  There 
is  another  point,  and  that  is  what  should 
constitute  membership  of  the  Church  1 
The  noble  Lord  told  us  on  a  former  occa- 
sion that  he  is  anxious  to  maintain  the 
independence  of  the  Church  and  also  its 
position  as  an  Establishment.  But  the 
two  things  are  incompatible,  and  the 
noble  Lord  knows  that  he  will  not  secure 
their  conjunction. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  now  not  merely  discussing 
the  general  question  of  disestablishment, 
but  he  is  also  referringto  a  statement  made 
in  another  Debate  earlier  in  the  session. 
He  must  confine  himself  to  the  Amend- 
ment. 

♦Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  :  I  need 
not  pursue  that  argument  any  further.  I 
think  I  have  said  enough  to  prove  the 
absolute  futility  of  this  discussion. 

♦Mr.  GEDGE  (Walsall) :  It  seems  to  me 
there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  this 
Amendment  or  any  other  Amendment. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  parish  have 
hitherto  had  certain  powers,  partly  eccle- 
siastical and  partly  secular,  and  I  can  see 
no  reason  why  because  the  secular  powers 
are  now  taken  away  the  others  should  be 
taken  away  also.  No  doubt  representa- 
tive bodies  will  be  appointed  to  deal  with 
ecclesiastical  matters.  The  only  money 
they  have  to  spend  will  be  supplied  by 
Churchmen.  Those  who  pay  the  piper 
can  also  call  the  tune,  and  we  may  be 
quite  sure  that  the  inhabitants,  unless 
in  exceptional  cases,  will  always  elect 
Churchmen  to  attend  to  Church  affairs. 
Without  disparaging  religious  work  done 
by  Nonconformists,  it  has  been  the  glory 
of  the  Church  that  she  is  answerable  for 
all  the  parishioners.  They  all  are  entitled 
to  her  ministrations.  I  anticipate  no 
danger  whatever  for  the  Church,  and  I  cor- 
dially associate  myself  with  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mansfield  said  as  to  the 
clergyman  being  the  clergyman  of  the 
whole  parish,  and  not  of  a  section  o£  the 
inhabitants. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  Did  I  not 
know  the  undoubted  earnestness  of  the 
noble  Lord,  I  should  have  thought  that  he 
had  brought  forward  this  Amendment  as 


703  London  {COMMONS}  Government  Bill.  704 


a  sort  of  grim  joke,  for  it  certainly  carries 
us  back  to  the  days  of  the  Inquisition  and 
of  the  Star  Chamber — times  in  our  history 
which  we  would  gladly  forget.    I  regret 
that  the  matter  has  been  brought  forward. 
We  know  that  all  kinds  of  tests  have 
been  tried  and  have  failed,  and  I  do 
think  that  the  re  imposition  of  this  test 
would  be  a  retrograde  step  of  a  most 
pitiful  kind.    I  do  not  think  the  country 
has  yet  recovered  from  the  shock  inflicted  j 
upon  it  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  which  I 
turned  a  most  sacred  rite  in  the  service  of  j 
the  Church  into  a  mere  qualification  for  j 
voting  power.    The  Church,  in  one  sense,  ! 
is  a  collection  of  those  who  are  bound 
together  by  a  common   faith  and  a 
common  love,  and  history  teaches  us  that 
we  have  never  been  able  to  find  any  sure 
method  of  making  such  a  faith.  The 
Church  of  England  is  not  a  testing 
Church,  and  it  nas  distinctly  repudiated 
the  idea  of  applying  these  tests  as  a  final 
mark  of  membership. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  going  beyond  the  scope 
of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  HARWOOD:  I  will  simply 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  those  who 
glory  in  the  Church  will  regard  nothing 
with  favour  which  is  calculated  to  narrow 
the  liberties  of  that  Church,  and  I  there- 
fore trust  that  the  noble  Lord  will  with- 
draw his  amendment. 

LORD  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich):  I 
do  not  propose  to  put  the  House  to  the 
trouble  of  a  division  on  this  question,  but, 
by  permission  of  the  House,  I  would  like 
to  express  my  dissent  from  the  views  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mansfield,  and  to 
state  that  I  regard  this  purely  as  a  matter 
of  law,  and  not  as  any  test  of  obedience. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

*Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  Notwithstanding  the  criticisms 
which  have  come  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  I  will  venture  in  a  few  words 
to  ask  the  House  to  agree  to  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  my  name.  I  think 
I  can  show  that  my  grounds  for  doing  so 
are  reasonable.  My  Amendment,  which 
proposes  to  insert  the  words  "  who  shall 
declare  themselves  bond  fide  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,"  ought  not  to 
offend  the  conscience  of  anyone  or  to 

Mr.  Harwood. 


raise  any  bitter  controversies.  The 
framers  of  this  Bill  have  distinctly  raised 
the  question  of  withdrawing  Church 
matters  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  new 
bodies  which  are  to  be  established — this 
is  shown  by  the  words  of  this  clause — and 
the  only  question  is,  by  what  sort  of 
bodies  shall  they  be  administered  in 
future.  It  surely  cannot  be  considered  fat- 
uous, old-fashioned,  or  absurd  that  Church- 
men should  manage  Church  matters,  and  I 
think  we  are  bound  to  secure  the  intro- 
duction into  this  Bill  of  words  which 
shall  enable  them  to  do  so.  I  do  not 
know  what  view  the  Government  may  take 
of  my  Amendment,  nor  am  I  aware  what  is 
the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  it,  but  I  do 
ask  hon.  Members  not  to  be  led  astray  by 
any  plausible  arguments,  such  as  the 
allegation,  true  in  a  certain  sense,  that 
the  Church  is  the  Church  of  the  whole 
nation.  I  only  wish  by  moving  this 
Amendment  to  show  that  we,  as  members 
of  the  Church  of  England,  while  anxious  to 
acknowledge  the  service  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  done  by  preserving  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  Church  from  the 
control  of  the  borough  councils,  are 
anxious  to  ensure  that  they  shall  be 
administered  only  by  those  who  declare 
themselves  to  be  Churchmen. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  33,  after  the  words  last 
inserted,  to  insert  the  words  'who shall  declare 
themselves  bona  fide  members  of  the  Church  of 
England."— (Mr.  Talbot.) 

Question  proposed — 
"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  quite  admit  that  this  Amendment 
is  not  open  to  some  of  the  objections 
urged  against  that  of  my  noble  friend  the 
Member  for  Greenwich.  But  it  is  not  a 
very  opportune  moment  at  which  to  dis- 
cuss such  questions  as  the  reform  of 
vestries.  This  Bill  is  a  Bill  for  the  re- 
form of  London  municipal  government. 
To  make  it  a  Bill  for  dealing  with  eccle- 
siastical matters  would  be  throwing  on 
our  shoulders  a  burden  which  we  neither 
desire  to  assume  nor  which  ought  to  be 
thrust  upon  us  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind. 
On  the  abstract  merits  of  the  proposal  I 
say  nothing ;  on  the  face  of  it  the  sug- 
gestion contained  in  the  Amendment 
is  an  extremely  plausible  one.  But 
any    ecclesiastical     reform^  of  the 
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vestries  should  take  the  shape  of  a 
measure  applying  to  the  whole  country, 
and  not  to  London  alone.  I  am  informed 
that  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  had 
very  much  at  heart  the  question  of  the 
reform  of  the  vestries,  and  I  believe  I  am 
right  in  saying  that  what  stopped  all 
further  procedure  on  his  part  in  dealing 
with  the  question  was  the  very  problem 
touched  on  by  my  right  hon.  friend, 
namely,  whether  for  vestry  purposes  the 
Church  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  sect  or  as  the 
Church  of  the  whole  nation.  Is  it  prac- 
ticable or  tolerable  that  we  should  attempt 
to  discuss,  on  such  a  Bill  as  this,  a  con- 
troversy we  should  find  difficult  enough 
successfully  to  tackle  alone  ?  While  I  do 
not  complain  of  the  action  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  in  moving  the  Amendment,  I 
do  protest  that  he  has  chosen  a  most 
improper  time  for  raising  this  question. 

Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS :  My  right  hon. 
friend  has  rebuked  those  of  us  who  have 
thought  fit  to  intrude  ecclesiastical  matters 
into  a  debate  on  the  London  Government 
Bill.  But  this  is  the  point  I  should  like 
to  draw  attention  to.  It  seems  to  be 
suggested  that  there  is  something  in- 
herently absurd  and  unreasonable  in  the 
proposition  that  the  affairs  of  the  Church 
of  England,  where  they  arise  in  connec- 
tion with  vestry  business,  should  be 
managed  by  members  of  that  Church. 
Bat  surely  it  is  not  altogether  unreason- 
able to  bring  before  the  House  by  means 
of  this  Amendment  the  fact  that  under 
the  clause,  as  it  now  stands,  persons  who 
have  no  interest  in  the  Church  will 
be  granted  the  power  to  interfere  in 
purely  ecclesiastical  matters.' 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Rochester) : 
In  the  few  words  I  wish  to  say  I  would 
point  out  that  the  terms  of  this  Amend- 
ment are  much  less  rigid  than  those  of 
the  one  proposed  by  my  noble  friend 
the  Member  for  Greenwich.  It  was 
pointed  out  on  a  previous  occasion  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  the  test 
proposed  in  the  last  Amendment  was 
stronger  than  that  which  prevailed  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland.  But,  as  I  under- 
stand the  position  in  the  Scottish  Church, 
the  members  consist  of  communicants  and 
those  whom  the  body  of  Churchmen 
recognise  as  such,  whereas  the  amendment 
proposes  that  a  man  who  bona  fide  declares 
himself  a  Churchman  will  be  accepted-  as 
such  on  his  own  word.    I  believe  my 


right  hon.  friend  has  stated  that  this  Bill 
makes  no  change  in  the  position 
of  the  Church  in  these  matters. 
It  is  very  evident  that  he  ought  to  be  the 
chairman  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  yet 
under  the  scheme  or  method  by  which  this 
clause  will  be  carried  out  there  is  no 
guarantee  of  anything  of  that  kind. 
Sooner  or  later  this  question  must  be 
faced ;  you  cannot  come  up  to  the  House 
of  Commons  and  say  that  laymen  are  to 
have  control  over  the  Church  of  England, 
and  not  define  what  a  layman  is.  One 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  we  must  wait 
for  a  large  Bill  to  deal  with  these 
matters;  but  will  any  Member  of  the 
Government  or  of  the  Front  Opposition 
bench  presume  to  foreshadow  the  time 
when  we  shall  have  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
ecclesiastical  vestries  1  In  the  meantime 
the  question  has  to  be  dealt  with.  Here 
is  a  simple  example,  which  shows  that  this 
is  the  very  opportunity,  when  we  are  re- 
constructing a  public  body  which  has 
exclusively  to  deal  with  Church  matters, 
to  take  this  matter  into  consideration. 
This  is  a  very  practical  matter.  Who 
ought  to  have  control  over  Church 
matters  ?  Why,  evidently  the  Church- 
men. The  proposition  before  the  House 
is  a  most  reasonable  one  in  my  opinion, 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  cannot 
regret  that  my  right  hon.  friend  has  pro- 
posed his  Amendment.  This  proposal 
does  not  represent  the  view  of  a  small 
body  of  Churchmen,  but  of  the  whole. 
There  is  no  subject  on  which  Churchmen 
as  a  whole  agree  so  much  as  upon  their 
having  greater  control  over  the  Church. 

♦Mr.  J  G.  TALBOT:  After  the 
sympathetic  reception  which  my  proposal 
has  had  from  my  right  hon.  fnena  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  I  beg  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment.  (Cries  of 
"No,  No.") 

Question  put  and  negatived.  Other 
Amendments  made. 

Mr.W.  F.  D.  SMITH  (Strand, Westmin- 
ster) :  I  think  the  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name  is  desirable,  because 
there  are  cases  which  may  arise  in  which 
officers  are  simply  transferred  from  the 
vestries  to  the  borough  councils,  for 
whom  they  would  perform  the  same 
work,  and  it  is  only  fair  that  past 
services  should  be  reckoned  for  the  pur- 
poses of  calculating  the  compensation  to 
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which  they  are  entitled.  With  these 
remarks  I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  Clause  26,  page  15,  line  27,  at  end,  to 
i  nsert— '  Pro vided  that  the  borough  council  may, 
if  it  thinks  fit,  take  into  account  continuous 
service  under  any  authority  or  authorities  to 
which  this  Act  refers,  in  order  to  calculate  the 
total  period  of  service  of  any  officer  entitled  to 
compensation  under  this  Act.' '  -  ( Mr.  W.  F.  D. 
Smith.) 

Question  proposed  "  That  these  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  particular 
form  in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  put 
his  Amendment  on  a  former  occasion 
made  it  compulsory  in  its  character,  and 
thus  rendered  it  obligatory  for  one  muni- 
cipality to  pay  for  services  performed  for 
another  municipality.  The  objection  to 
such  a  clause  was  obvious.  The  hon. 
Member  shows  his  appreciation  of  that 
fact  here  by  making  it  voluntary.  In 
this  form  it  is  not  objectionable,  and  of 
course  there  are  cases  in  which  the  change 
might  be  extremely  hard  upon  the  persons 
concerned.  This  proposal  only  gives  the 
borough  councils  liberty  to  exercise  the 
power,  therefore  I  suggest  to  the  House 
that  we  should  accept  this  Amendment. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
Further  Amendment  proposed. 

The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  B.  FlNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I 
think  that  one  word  of  explanation  as 
regards  this  Amendment  is  desirable. 
The  object  of  it  is  to  bring  within  the 
scope  of  the  compensation  clause  the  case  of 
officers,  such  as  registration  officers  whose 
powers  and  duties  are  not  transferred  by 
this  Act.  The  duty  of  that  class  of  officer 
has  been  transferred  to  the  town  clerk, 
and  this  Amendment  is  inserted  to  remove 
a  doubt  which  may  exist  as  to  whether 
these  persons  come  within  the  scope  of 
the  clause  or  not. 

Amendment  proposed,  in   page  15, 

after  Sub-section  (1),  to  insert— 

"  (2)  Sub-sections  4  and  7  of  Section  81  of 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  shall  apply 
to  the  existing  officers  ailected  by  this  Act,  as 
as  if  references  in  those  sub-sections  to  the 
district  council  were  references  to  the 
borough  council,  and  all  expenses  incurred  by 
the  borough  council  in  pursuance  of  those  sub- 
sections shall  be  paid  out  of  the  general  rate." 
—(Mr.  Solicitor-General.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) : 
After  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon.  and 
Mr.  W.  F.  JJ.  HinUk 


learned  Gentleman,  I  do  not  think  any 
exception  can  be  taken  to  the  proposal. 
I  only  regret  that  the  Solicitor-General 
was  not  able  to  put  his  Amendment  down 
upon  paper. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  I  go 
further,  and  say  I  see  no  reason  what- 
ever for  the  Amendment  of  the  Solicitor- 
General.  We  have  accepted  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Strand 
Division,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
gone  quite  far  enough.  The  Amendment 
of  the  Solicitor-General  seeks  to  include 
officers  who  are  not  regularly  employed, 
and  who,  because  they  are  not  regularly 
employed,  are  paid  a  higher  rate  of 
remuneration. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY:  At  the  end  of 
the  clause  it  runs — 

"A  scheme  under  this  Act  may  make  such 
provisions  as  may  appear  necessary  for  carry- 
ing this  section  into  effect,  and  if  necessary 
for  determining  the  authority  to  whom  any 
existing  officer  is  to  be  transferred,  and  for 
applying  the  provisions  of  this  section  to  any 
officer  who  snfl'ers  pecuniary  loss  by  reason  of 
anything  in  or  done  under  this  Act,  although 
he  is  not  transferred  to  a  borough  council." 
To  that  I  wish  to  add  my  Amendment. 
The  object  is  not  to  bring  in  officers  not 
regularly  employed,  but  to  remove  a 
doubt  which  exists  as  to  whether  regis- 
tration officers  are  officers  in  authority, 
and  as  such  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
compensation  clause. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  We  are  much 
indebted  to  the  explanation  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  but  that  does  not 
remove  my  objection  to  this  Amendment. 
We  do  not  object  to  the  registration 
officer  who  is  constantly  employed  being 
brought  within  the  scope  of  the  clause, 
but  I  do  trust  that  the  clause  will  be  so 
drawn  that  it  will  not  include  men  who, 
because  they  have  been  precariously 
employed,  have  been  paid  a  very  much 
higher  rate  of  remuneration  than  if  they 
had  been  employed  under  the  town  clerk 
as  permanent  officials.  I  do  protest 
against  those  registration  officers  who 
are  only  partially  employed  throughout 
the  year  being  brought  in.  I  regret  that 
we  accepted  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Strand  Division,  and  I 
still  more  regret  that  the  Solicitor-General 
is  dipping  his  hand  again  into  the  public 
pocket.  I  strongly  protest  against  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  SAMUEL  MONTAGU  (Tower 
Hamlets,  W'hiteehapel) :  I  hope  the  Com- 
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mittee  will  accept  the  Amendment  I  now 
rise  to  move.  Since  the  Second  Reading 
I  have  had  many  communications  with 
my  constituents,  and,  quite  irrespective  of 
party  I  find  there  is  a  universal  opinion 
against  the  creation  of  this  large  munici- 
pality. They  think  that  the  municipality 
so  created  would  be  so  large  as  to  be 
unmanageable.  Both  Whitechapel  and 
St.  George's  suffer  from  rack-renting  and 
overcrowding,  and  have  to  be  specially 
treated.  At  three  meetings  which  were 
lately  held  by  separate  organisations  unani- 
mous votes  have  been  passed  against  the 
proposal  to  have  so  large  a  municipality,  and 
proposing  as  an  alternative  to  unite  the 
two  Parliamentary  boroughs  of  White- 
chapel  and  St.  George's.  I  find  that  there 
is  no  objection  at  afi  to  this ;  that  Mile 
End,  Stepney,  and  Limehouse  would  be 
willing  to  be  united  into  one  borough, 
leaving  Whitechapel  and  St.  George's 
alone.  The  only  case  of  difficulty 
is  Wapping,  which  is  a  strip  of 
land  running  round  St.  George's 
on  the  water  side,  which  ought  to  be 
united  with  St.  George's.  It  is  in  the 
Parliamentary  borough,  and  ought  to  go 
into  that  division,  but  it  is  a  very  small 
area,  containing  less  than  2,000  soulp,  and 
a  rateable  value  of  about  £50,000.  But 
as  the  feeling  is  so  strong  in  favour  of 
small  borougns,  my  friends  are  quite  pre- 
pared in  this  case,  if  the  Solicitor-General 
says  that  Wapping  ought  to  remain 
with  Limehouse,  to  waive  its  being  in- 
cluded in  St.  George's.  We  are  all  in 
agreement  that  Mile  End,  Stepney,  and 
Limehouse  should  go  together,  leaving 
Whitechapel  and  St.  George's  without 
Wapping  as  a  separate  municipality.  I 
can  assure  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
that  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  in 
this  matter,  either  in  St.  George's  or  in 
the  constituency  which  I  represent.  I 
have  represented  Whitechapel  ever  since 
it  has  been  a  Parliamentary  borough,  and 
as  I  do  not  intend  to  seek  re-election  after 
this  Parliament,  I  have  no  further  interest 
in  the  matter  than  to  do  what  I  consider 
my  duty. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  Schedule  1,  page  18,  to  leave  out 
lines  10  and  11,  and  insert  the  words, 
'The  area  consisting  of  the  Parliamentary 
division  of  Whitechapel,  consisting  of  all  the 
areas  included  in  the  Whitechapel  District 
Board  of  Works,  together  with  the  Parlia- 
mentary division  of  StGeorge's-in-the-East  (in- 
cluding Wapping).'"— (Sir  Samuel  Montagu. ) 


Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to 
the  word  'Limehouse,'  in  line  11,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Mr.  H.  S.  SAMUEL  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Limehouse) :  The  way  in  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  moves  his  Amendment  entirely 
gets  rid  of  my  objection  to  it.  My  con- 
stituents have  the  very  strongest  objection 
to  parting  with  the  richest  portion  of  the 
district  oi  Limehouse.  The  population  of 
Wapping  is  extremely  small,  and  the  rate- 
able value  extremely  high,  and  if  it  were 
taken  away  it  would  mean  a  great  increase 
of  rates  of  Limehouse.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  now  removed  my  objection,  and 
is  practically  proposing  the  exact  Amend- 
ment which  I  put  down  at  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill,  when  I  proposed  that 
the  Poor  Law  districts  of  Mile  End  Old 
Town  and  Stepney  should  be  joined 
together.  From  the  first  I  have  always 
objected  to  the  creation  of  this  large 
borough,  and  have  always  suggested 
that  the  best  way  to  deal  with  the  matter 
would  be  the  formation  of  three  boroughs 
of  equal  size.  That  being  so,  I  accept 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  Government  will 
agree  to  the  suggestion  which  I  believe  is 
put  before  them  with  the  unanimous  assent 
of  all  the  electors  concerned. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTpN  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  This  particular  scheme 
was  put  into  the  Bill  conditionally,  and 
subject  to  discussion  and  agreement  when 
we  came  to  this  table.  If  the  whole  area 
were  divided  into  two,  having  regard  to 
population  and  rateable  value,  there  would 
be  two  boroughs  of  almost  equal  size.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  see  their  way 
to  accept  this  Amendment. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL :  I  am  loth  to 
intervene  in  the  discussion,  but  I  feel 
confident  that  if  the  hon.  Member  for  Bow 
and  Bromley  were  here  he  would  take  a 
different  view. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  did  speak 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Bow  and  Bromley, 
and  he  said  he  was  ready  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney} :  On  the  Committee  stage  of 
this  Bill  I  moved  an  Amendment,  and 
took  some  trouble  to  rake  out  some  his- 
torical records  in  reference  to  Mile  End. 
Seeing  that  it  sends  two  Members  to 
Parliament  and  four  members  to  the 

I  London   County   Council,   I  thought 

1  it   had  a  just   claim  ( 
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Lord  of  the  Treasury.  But  evidently  my 
historical  records  had  not  the  desired 
effect.  On  that  occasion  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  laid  down  the  principle 
that  either  the  Tower  Hamlets  should  be 
divided  into  two,  or  the  whole  thing  should 
be  referred  to  the  Boundary  Commission, 
but,  seeing  that  he  has  made  no  provision 
in  the  Bill  for  the  matter  going  to  the 
Boundary  Commission,  the  matter  ought 
to  be  decided  by  the  House.  I  may  say  that 
my  own  Vestry  have  passed  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  the  amalgamation  of  Lime- 
house  and  Mile  End  ;  but  if  you  look  at 
the  map  you  will  see  that  that  is  not  a 
good  geographical  area,  because  with  the 
exception  of  the  north-east  of  Wapping  it 
is  surrounded  by  St.  George's-in-the-East. 
Therefore  it  would  make  a  long  straggling 
borough,  and  would  be  rather  awkward  to 
get  at.  That  is  the  difficulty  I  am  placed 
in  in  supporting  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member.  As  the  five  parishes  are 
now  scheduled  in  the  Bill,  although  they 
would  make  a  very  large  borough,  it 
would  be  a  more  uniform  borough  than 
the  amalgamation  of  Mile  End  and  Lime- 
house. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
approve  of  the  proposed  division  1 

Mr.  STEADMAN:  Well,  it  would 
make  a  very  awkward  borough. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  There  are  five 
Members  representing  this  area  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Two  have  spoken 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  new  proposal, 
and  I  understand  the  other  two  take 
much  the  same  view,  while  the  fifth  thinks 
that  one  division  is  better  than  two.  I 
am  very  reluctant  to  diminish  the  size  of 
the  areas  already  agreed  to.  There  must, 
of  course,  be  a  certain  amount  of  objec- 
tion to  changes  of  this  kind,  and  which 
cannot  be  entirely  removed.  As 
the  House  in  Committee  unanimously 
came  to  an  agreement  on  the  matter,  and 
as  the  Members  interested  are  not  un- 
animous in  any  of  the  proposed  changes,  I 
think  the  House  had  better  adhere  to  the 
original  decision  of  the  Committee. 

•Mr.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston):  I  quite  understood  that  the 
Government  were  prepared  to  accept  the 
proposal.  I  believe  that  the  proposed 
division  is  most  acceptable  to  all  parties 

Mr.  Steadman. 


in  the  division,  and  I  feel  very  strongly 
that  there  are  many  circumstances  which 
justify  it.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
would  be  consulting  the  consensus  of 
opinion  on  both  sides  of  politics  if  he 
listened  to  the  voice  of  the  whole  of  the 
Members  for  the  district,  except  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stepney. 

Mr.  STUART :  I  hope  that  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  wul  still  favourably 
consider  the  division  proposed.  When  he 
agreed  to  put  the  whole  of  these  five 
boroughs  in  one  division  on  the  Committee 
stage,  it  was  not  by  any  means  that  that 
view  prevailed  in  the  Committee ;  it  was 
simply  that  hon.  Members  felt  that  some- 
thing should  be  put  in  the  Bill  at  that 
stage  in  order  that  the  matter  might  be 
discussed.  It  has  been  very  much  dis- 
cussed, and  I  venture  to  say  there  is  more 
unanimity  than  the  First  Lord  recog- 
nises in  the  desire  to  divide  the  area  into 
two.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stepney  is 
the  only  Member  of  this  House  who 
has  really  said  anything  on  the  other 
side ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  he  him- 
self is  in  favour  of  two  boroughs,  his  only 
difficulty  being  that  if  Wapping  is  to  be 
attached  to  Stepney  it  would  not  look 
well  on  the  map.  Then,  I  would  point 
out  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Stepney 
admitted  that  his  own  representative 
Vestry  is  in  favour  of  the  proposal  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney, South) :  Several  conversions  seem  to 
have  taken  place  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  the  names  of  three  hon.  Gentlemen 
are  mentioned  as  being  converted  to  the 
division  into  two  boroughs.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Mile  End  discussed  this 
question  with  me  over  and  over  again. 
He  was  particularly  keen  as  to  this  area 
being  made  one  borough.  Now  we  hear 
he  has  changed  his  mind.  Then  we  are 
told  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Bow  and 
Bromley  had  also  changed  his  mind,  but 
I  found  him  very  keen  in  having  this 
large  area  made  one  borough.  There  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  as  to  the  area  nearest 
the  City  being  very  narrow  and  unwork- 
able as  a  borough.  I  certainly  had  not 
the  slightest  idea  that  the  Government 
had  the  intention  of  altering  the  area. 
I  have  heard  distinct  approval  from 
people  in  the  district  of  the  arrangement 
the  Government  came  to  on  the  Com- 
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received  no  memorials  from  vestries  or 
other  public  bodies  against  the  proposal 
of  the  Government. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  do  not  know 
why  the  hon.  Member  for  Haggerston 
understood  that  this  Amend- ment  was  to 
be  accepted  by  the  Government. 

♦Mr.  LOWLES :  A  large  deputation  | 
waited  on  the  Government ;  I  believed  i 
that  they  were  given  some  enoourage- 1 
ment. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  The  deputation  i 
was  received  with  courtesy,  as  usual,  but  | 
the  gentlemen  seem  to  have  jumped  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Government  were 
going  to  accept  this  Amendment.  We 
are  told  there  is  a  general  agreement  on 
this  proposal  amongst  the  Members  for  the 
district,  but  it  is  unfortunate  that  some  of 
these  Gentlemen  are  absent.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that,  if  these  hon.  Members 
entertained  this  view  at  all  strongly, 
they  would  have  been  here  to  support  it. 
We  are  in  this  difficulty,  that  we  are  asked 
to  make  a  change  of  this  kind  without 
strong   reasons  of   administrative  con- 


venience being  adduced  to  the  House  for 
it.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  had  some 
good  reasons  given  the  other  way,  which, 
to  my  mind,  were  convincing.  If  you 
look  at  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that,  geo- 
graphically speaking,  the  proposed  divi- 
sion would  be  awkward.  You  would  have 
Mile  End  and  Limehouse,  and  then  a  long 
strip  along  the  shore  of  the  Thames  which 
ougnt  to  belong  to  St.  George's-in  the- 
East.  That  view  was  strongly  presented 
to  us  by  a  deputation  which  was  accom- 
panied by  the  hon.  Baronet  who  made 
this  motion.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  desirable  that  Wapping  should  belong 
to  the  other  four  districts,  and  the  whole 
made  into  one  borough. 

Mr.  STEADMAN:  By  leave  of  the 
House  I  may  say  I  have  no  very  strong  feel- 
ing in  this  matter ;  and,  seeing  that  I  am  in 
the  minority,  I  am  quite  willing  to  with- 
draw any  objection  I  have  to  the  proposed 
division  and  to  support  the  hon.  Member 
for  Whitechapel. 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :  Aves,  133  ;  Noes, 
55.    (Division  List  No.  181.) 


Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  Jas.  E.  B.  (Inverness) 
Balcarree,  Lord 
Balf  our.'Rt.  Hn.  A .  J.  ( Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.(Leeds) 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithful  1 
Blakiston-  Houston,  John 
Blondell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Huph  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,J.Austen(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt  Hon.  Henry 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.(  Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  ThoaH.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Ch.  Ed.  H.  Athole 
C  ran  borne,  Viscount 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 


AYES. 

Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald ,  SirRobertFenrose- 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Garht,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(C.ofLond.) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St  Albans) 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-Gen eral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jo'>n  E. 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred  ' 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hennon- Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hoare,  Edw.  Brodie  (Hamps.) 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Haghes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  CaptG.W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 


Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt  Herbert  Merton 
Kemp,  George 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  fln.  W.  (Liverp'l.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas- Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.A.(Deptfd) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike(Darlington) 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes  Newton) 
Priestley  ,SirWOverend(Edin. 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.^^gle 
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Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Gen.F.S(Cheltenliam) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.)  | 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
tone,  Sir  Benjamin 

N 


Austin,  Sir  J.  (Yorkshire) 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron.  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Carvill,  Pat rickGeo.  Hamilton 
rharringt  on,  8pencer 
Colville,  John 
Crombie,  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan)  1 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flower,  Ernest 

Gladstone, Rt.Hon.Herb. John  ; 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Harw«  od,  George 
Hayne,Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

Other  Amendments  made. 
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Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Medley  I 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M.  j 
Tomlinson.Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest  ; 
Valeniia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Whiteley.H.  (Asht'n-und'r-L.) 

NOES. 

Hedderwick,Thonia*CharlesH  , 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Lowles,  John 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Dennott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Maddison.  Fred. 
Morgan,  J  Lloyd  Carmarthen 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O  Connor,  James(  Wick  low,  W. 
Oldrojd,  Mark 

Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Not thumb.) 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edwaid  Hate 
Power.  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Robfon,  William  Snowdon 
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Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Binn.) 
W^odehouse.RtHonE.  K.(Bath) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Qnin,  Major  W.H. 

Tellers  for  the  Aye-*-  Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


Samuel,  Harry  S.  Limehouse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sn.ii h,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  ( West  meat  h) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams.JohnCarvell(Notta.) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Samuel  Montagu  and 
Mr.  James  Stuart. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  1,  page  18,  to  leave  out 
lines  14  and  15,  and  insert — '  The  area  con- 
sisting of  the  parishes  of  St.  George  the 
Martyr,  Christ  Church,  St.  Saviour,  Southwark, 
and  Newington "—{The  Solieitor-Gerural.) 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  think 
the  Solicitor-General  should  give  some 
reason  for  this  change. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY:  The  alteration 
has  been  made  for  this  reason.  If  anyone 
looks  at  the  map  he  will  see  that  this  area 
forms  a  projecting  tongue,  which,  in  the 
Parliamentary  Division,  is  in  Bermondsey, 
and  not  with  the  rest  of  the  parish  along 
with  Newington  and  West  Southwark.  It 
is  admitted  that  it  would  be  very  incon- 
venient to  divide  the  parish.  A  resolu- 
tion has  been  sent  to  me  which  was 
passed  by  the  vestry  of  Rotherhithe,  St. 
Thomas'  Board  of  Works,  and  the  Vestry 
of  Bermondsey,  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  A  estry  of  St.  George 
the  Martyr,  in  favour  of  the  retention  of 
that  part  of  the  borough.  I  hope  that 
the  House  will  not  cut  the  area  of  the 
parish  and  the  Poor  Law  Union  in  the 
way  the  original  schedule  will  do. 


Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  STUART:  We  have  passed  a 
clause  which  says  that  every  portion  of 
the  county  of  London  shall  be  in  some 
borough.  Now,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out, 
the  Collegiate  Church  of  St.  Peter's, 
Westminster,  is  not  so  included. 

SIR  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  have  handed 
in  an  Amendment  to  meet  that  case.  The 
reason  why  it  was  omitted  before  was 
that  there  was  some  question  as  to  the 
right  boundaries.  I  now  beg  to  move 
that  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  18,  line  30  to  add  '  and  including 
the  Collegiate  Church  of  St.  Peter,  West- 
minster, and  the  Lilwrty  of  the  Rolls.'  "—(The 
Solicitor-  General . 

Question,  "  That  these  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STUART  :  I  think  there  is  another 
part  of  London  that  we  have  hung  up, 
and  that  is  the  Tower.  1  think  the  1  cm  er 
will  have  to  be  added  to  the  White- 
chapel  district. 
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Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  am  very  much  I 
obliged  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  ' 
matter  will  be  considered. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  19,  column  2,  line  20,  before  the 
word '  subject,'  to  insert  the  words  '  subject  to 
bve-lawB  and  regulations  made  by  the  County 
Council  and  '  "—{Mr.  James  Stuart.) 

Question  proposed — "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

SmR.  B.  FINLAY:  I  had  an  inter- 
view with  some  persons  of  experience  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  I  am  unable  to 
see  the  necessity  for  these  words,  and  I  do 
not  think  any  clear  reasons  were  adduced 
in  support  of  them.  The  matter  will, 
however,  be  considered. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  2,  page  19,  column  2,  line  23, 
after  '  s.  100,'  to  add  « and  h.  101 ' ;  and  in 
Schedule  2,  page  19,  column  2,  line  23,  after 
's.  100,'  ada  'subject  to  the  requirement  that 
borough  council  shall  send  annually  to  county 
council  a  copy  of  the  register.'  "—(Mr.  Stuart, 
for  Captain  Sinclair.) 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  The  first  of  these 
Amendments  is  already  dealt  with  by  an 
Amendment  made  at  my  instance. 

Mr.  STUART:  As  to  the  second 
Amendment,  I  do  not  see  how,  without  it, 
the  County  Council  can  obtain  a  copy  of 
the  register. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  press  this.  I  do  not 
see  the  necessity  for  the  duplication  of 
these  registers.  The  register  kept  by  the 
borough  council  may  be  inspected. 

Mr.  STUART  :  I  do  not  wish  to  press 
it,  but  I  hope  that  the  Solicitor-General 
will  consider  the  matter  when  he  is  in- 
quiring into  other  points. 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  (Wilts, 
Chippenham):  I  have  to  move  to  leave 
out  lines  26  and  27  on  page  20.  It  will 
be  convenient,  I  think,  that  I  should 
briefly  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  history  of  that  portion  of  the  Act 


with  which  we  are  now  dealing,  and 
which  is  embraced  in  the  schedule  of  this 
Bill.    Part  III.  is  a  consolidation  of  an 
Act  which  was  passed  by  Lord  Beacons- 
field  in  1851  ;  but  that  Act,  which  was 
in  vogue  from  1851  to  1890,  was  seldom, 
if  ever,  brought  into  operation  in  the 
metropolis.     It  was  framed  by  Lord 
Beaconsfield  with    the    idea    that  if 
dwellings  were  required  over  and  above 
those  dwellings  which  were  formerly 
acquired  under  Part  I.  and  Part  II.,  they 
should  be  acquired  under  Part  III.  There 
may  have  been  individual  instances  here 
and  there  where  Part  III.  was  brought 
into  operation,  but,  practically  speaking, 
it  was  a  dead  letter  from  1851  to  1890. 
In  the  year  1890,  when   there  was  a 
general  consolidation  of  all  the  different 
Housing  Acts,  Lord  Shaftesbury's  Act 
came  into  operation.    With  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  instances,  between  1890 
and  now,  Part  III.  has  not  been  put  into 
operation  very  much  in  the  metropolis. 
It  was  exercised  in  the  year  1893  on  a 
considerably  large  scale  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  Millbank  Estate,  and  it  was 
also  put  into  operation  in  1895  in  what  is 
known  as  the   Falcon  Court  Improve- 
ment Estate.    But  in  both  these  cases 
Part  III.  was  exercised  more  in  the  sense 
of  an  addition  to  the  scheme  under 
Part  I.  and  Part  II.    The  House  may 
know  that  the  Millbank  Estate,  which  is 
being  rapidly  developed,  is  to  go  to  those 
persons  who  have  been  displaced,  under 
the  schemes  known  as  Part  I.  in  this  Act, 
in  other  parts  of  London.    Up  to  this 
point  Part  III.  has  been  more  or  less 
excluded,  and  has  not  been  brought  into 
operation.    Within  the  last  few  months, 
however,  the  London  County  Council  and 
the  Housing  Committeo  of  that  body, 
recognising  the  extremely  grave  condition 
of  affairs  in  London,  the  fearful  state  of 
congestion,   the  continuous  increase  of 
population,  and  the  difficulty  of  accommo- 
dating the  people,  have  taken  what  may 
be  termed  a  new  departure,  and  that  a  very 
drastic  one.    The  result  has  been  that  the 
London  County  Council  have  committed 
themselves  to  a  new  and  very  extensive 
policy,  which  is  not  merely  to  continue  to 
clear  the  areas  and  rebuild  under  Part  I. 
|  of  the  Act  on  a  large  scale,  and  under  a 
smaller  scale  under  Part  II.,  but,  finding 
that  they  have  liecn  unable  to  replace 
.  entirely  the  number  of  people  the}'  have 
displaced  under  Part  II.,  they  have  now 
i  committed    themselves,    for  better  or 
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worse,  to  a  very  extensive  exercise  of 
Part  III.  of  the  Act.  Part  III.  empowers 
a  county  council  to  purchase  

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  not  40  members  present.  House 
counted,  and  40  members  being  present, 
Debate  resumed. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER  :  Before 
1890  every  local  authority  that  exercised 
Part  III.  had  first  to  obtain  the  sanction 
of  the  Home  Office.  The  Act  of  1890 
did  away  with  that  sanction,  and  every 
local  authority  which  desires  to  exercise 
Part  III.  now  is  able  to  do  so  without 
asking  any  leave  whatsoever.  That  Part  en- 
acts that  local  authorities  may  purchase 
land,  but  it  is  also  laid  down  that  the 
local  authority,  having  purchased  land, 
is  obliged  itself  to  build  upon  it,  and  to 
manage  the  buildings  it  erects.  The 
reason  why  I  move  my  Amendment  is 
that  I  am  quite  sure,  although  in  former 
years  Part  III.  has  not  been  much  used, 
that  it  is  now  to  be  used  considerably, 
and  it  is  not  in  a  properly  equipped  con- 
dition to  enable  it  to  be  used  to  the  benefit 
of  the  metropolis  as  a  whole.  If  the 
indiscriminate  purchase  of  land  is  to  be 
carried  out  in  London  there  should  be 
further  safeguards  in  one  direction,  and 
further  extensions  in  another.  With 
reference  to  safeguards,  a  Government 
authority  should  be  called  into  requisition 
to  give  its  sanction,  both  as  regards  the 
purchase  of  land,  and  also  as  to  the  plan 
of  the  buildings  to  be  erected  on  it. 
There  is,  however,  another  important 
point  in  my  humble  opinion,  which  is 
that  if  this  Part  is  to  be  exercised  very 
largely  throughout  the  metropolis  there 
should  be  an  extension  allowed — namely 
that,  having  purchased  the  land,  the  local 
authority  shall  have  full  power  to  sell 
it  as  long  as  it  is  handed  over  to  some 
company  or  society  that  is  prepared  to 
build  working-class  dwellings  on  it.  In 
the  case  of  Part  I.,  a  clearance  having 
been  made,  the  sanction  of  the  Home 
Office  has  to  be  obtained  before  the  local 
authority  may  build  on  it,  and  I  should 
like  some  such  regulation  brought  into 
operation  with  reference  to  Part  III.  If 
not,  there  will  be  in  London  in  the  future 
many  districts  in  which  land  will  be 
managed  and  controlled  by  the  munici- 
palities. In  past  legislation  the  principle 
has  been  laid  down^that  it  is  not  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  metropolis,  or  of  the 


private  enterprise  and  industry  which 
have  made  this  country  prosperous,  that 
municipalities  should  have  the  control  of 
property  on  a  large  scale  in  the  metro- 
polis. To  such  an  extent  has  that  prin- 
ciple been  laid  down  that  Part  I.  of  the 
Housing  Act  provides  that  at  the  end  of 
10  years  after  the  clearance,  unless  the 
sanction  of  the  Home  Office  is  obtained, 
the  land  must  be  sold  by  the  municipality. 
Ten  years  have  now  nearly  elapsed  since 
the  Act  became  law,  and  I  hope  the 
Government  Department  will  stand  firm 
and  say  that  the  land  must  go  back  to  a 
private  individual  or  to  a  society.  There  is 

freat  danger  in  front  of  us  in  working 
art  III.  on  an  extensive  scale.  Land 
has  enormously  increased  in  value  in 
the  metropolis ;  the  price  of  build- 
ing materials  and  labour  has  also 
enormously  increased,  and  the  result 
is  that  the  officers  of  the  London  County 
Council  have  found  out  that  it  is  practi- 
cally impossible  if  land  is  purchased  in 
the  central  portions  of  London  to  erect 
on  it  dwellings  according  to  standard 
without  finding  a  financial  loss  at  the  end. 
This  is  a  very  grave  question,  and,  as  I 
have  said,  the  London  County  Council  is 
committed  to  a  very  drastic  policy  in  this 
direction.  A  very  large  section  of  its 
members  in,  their  enthusiasm  for  meeting 
this  great  difficulty,  are  quite  prepared  to 
commit  themselves  to  the  principle— 
which  is  most  dangerous  and  fallacious— 
that  if  you  cannot  build  at  a  financial 
profit  you  should  go  to  the  rates  for  the 
deficit.  That  is  undoubtedly  the  policy 
which  the  Progressive  members  of  the 
London  County  Council  contemplate.  It 
is  a  policy  against  all  the  laws  of  political 
economy. 

Mr.  STUART  :  The  hon.  Baronet  has 
not  adduced  any  proof  of  that  statement 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER :  I  can 
adduce  my  own  knowledge  of  members  of 
the  Council  who  have  considerable  stand- 
ing, and  who  advocate  that  policy. 

Mr.  STUART :  There  is  no  ground 
for  saying  that  that  is  the  policy  of  the 
Progressive  majority  of  the  Council. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER :  I  will 
not  weary  the  House  by  entering  into  a 
controversy  with  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
If  the  London  County  Council  exercise 
Part  III.  on  an  extensive  scale,  they  will 
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find  it  absolutely  impossible  to  do  it  at  a 
profit  The  effect  of  the  proposal  in  the 
Bill  is  that  the  thirty  borough  councils 
in  London  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
exercising  Part  III. — in  other  words,  the 
power  of  buying  land  without  the  sanction 
of  any  Government  Department,  and  of 
erecting  dwellings  on  it.  Until  the  law 
is  amended,  this  is  a  very  dangerous  de- 
parture, and  I  would  strongly  urge  on 
the  Government,  in  the  face  of  the  great 
difficulties  we  have  to  meet,  that  before 
they  insert  Part  III.  in  the  London 
Government  Act,  they  should  remodel 
the  Housing  Act,  especially  on  the  point 
indicated.  The  County  Council  has  a 
very  clear  and  definite  policy,  which  is  to 
buy  land  in  the  outskirts  of  London  in 
order  that  the  people  who  have  been 
displaced  in  the  central  portions  may  be 
housed.  Particular  attention  is  being 
given  to  the  purchase  of  land  in  proximity 
to  railway  stations  and  tramways,  to 
enable  the  working  classes  to  get  to  their 
work.  That  policy  can  only  be  carried 
out  by  the  central  authority,  and  I  think 
it  is  better  that  the  general  housing  of 
London  should  be  left  in  its  hands.  Even 
if  the  Government  will  not  give  way  on 
this  point,  I  would  ask  them  to  give 
some  Kind  of  pledge  that  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  Act  will  be  amended  in  the 
direction  I  have  indicated. 

Amendment  proposed — 

-  In  page  20,  to  leave  out  lines  26  and  27." 
-(Sir  John  Dickson-Poynder). 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  As  the  hon.  Baronet  has  moved 
an  Amendment  which  stands  to  my  name, 
I  would  like  to  state  why  on  reconsidera- 
tion I  decline  to  proceed  with  it.  The  ques- 
tion is  a  difficult  one,  and  one  on  which  it 
is  quite  possible  that  two  opinions  may  be 
held.  At  present  the  London  County 
Council  has  power  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  Act  to  provide  houses  for  the 
people,  and  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  is, 
not  that  that  power  should  be  taken  away 
from  the  County  Council,  but  that  while  it 
remains  with  the  Council  concurrent 
power  should  be  conferred  on  each  of  the 
new  municipal  bodies.    From  one  point 


of  view  that  may  be  regarded  as  a  some- 
what dangerous  proposal,  but  my  point 
of  view  is  different  from  that  of  the  hon. 
Baronet.  The  difficulty  I  saw  was  that 
if  the  proposal  were  carried  there  would 
probably  be  a  tendency  in  each  district 
to  provide  dwellings  for  its  own  poor,  and 
there  would  be  less  pressure  on  the 
central  authority  to  carry  out  the  power 
it  now  possesses.  I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  provision  of  dwellings 
for  the  poor  is  a  purpose  the  cost  of 
which  ought  to  fall  on  the  whole  of 
London.  These  poor  are  not  the  poor 
of  Bethnal  Green,  or  Batters  ea,  or  Shore- 
ditch,  but  of  London,  and  therefore 
the  cost  of  making  necessary  provision 
for  them  ought  to  come  out  of  the 
common  purse.  At  one  time  I  felt  so 
strongly  that  I  was  inclined  to  vote 
against  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment. There  are,  however,  graver 
considerations  on  the  other  side. 
I  do  not  desire  to  belittle  the 
work  of  the  County  Council  in  re- 
gard to  the  Housing  Act.  The 
Council  has  undoubtedly  done  good  work 
in  clearing  away  rookeries,  but  it  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  it  has  done  more  in  pull- 
ing down  than  building  up.  The  Council 
has  made  provision  for  a  considerable 
number  of  persons,  yet  it  has  not  solved 
the  great  difficulty.  It  has  not  provided 
accommodation  at  a  rent  which  a  work- 
man earning  20s.  or  21s.  a  week  can 
afford  to  pay.  The  housing  question  in 
London  at  present,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  is  a  gross  scandal  which  earnestly 
presses  for  a  satisfactory  settlement.  We 
have  a  condition  of  things  under  which  a 
man  in  employment  and  earning  fair 
wages  has  not  been  able  to  get  accommo- 
dation, and  has  been  obliged  to  send  his 
family  to  the  workhouse.  That  is  a 
scandalous  condition  of  things,  and 
reflects  the  greatest  discredit  on  the  com- 
munity. Considering  that  the  question 
is  a  burning  one,  and  in  view  of  the  com- 
munications that  have  reached  me  to  the 
effect  that  the  poorer  localities  of  London 
desire  to  have  this  power,  I  decline  to 
accept  the  responsibility  of  depriving 
them  of  the  opportunity  which  the 
Government  proposes  to  put  in  their  way. 
For  many  reasons  I  shall  support  the 
Government  proposal. 


♦Mr.  LOWLES :  It  is  the  first  time, 
either  by  voice  or  vote,  during  the  de- 
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bates  on  this  Bill,  that  I  have  supported 
any  contraction  of  the  powers  to  t>e  con- 
ferred on  the  local  authorities.  I  think 
the  House  ought  to  know  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  has  the  honour  to  be  the  chair- 
man of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Committee  of  the  London  County 
Council,  a  position  he  fills  with  credit  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  London,  and  he 
therefore  speaks  with  special  knowledge 
of  the  question.  I  myself  was  a  member 
of  the  same  committee  for  three  years, 
and  may  claim  some  knowledge  of  the 
question  also.  It  is  proposed  to  give  this 
power  to  the  new  boroughs,  but  you  limit 
the  exercise  of  it  in  each  district  strictly 
to  its  own  area,  thereby  perpetuating  the 
evil  which  the  County  Council  is  now  trying 
to  remove,  namely  the  settling  down  of 
people  in  congested  districts  in  the  heart 
of  London.  The  policy  which  the  Council 
has  pursued  for  years  has  been  to  get 
people  to  live  out  in  the  suburbs,  ana  it 
has  approached  railway  companies  and 
has  obtained  possession  of  tramways  in 
order  to  induce  workmen  to  live  where 
they  can  get  better  surroundings  for  their 
families.  If  we  give  these  local  author- 
ities power  to  erect  dwellings  and  limit 
its  operation  to  their  own  districts,  we 
will  tempt  them  to  buy  land  at 
exorbitant  rates.  Take  that  part  of 
my  constituency  that  adjoins  the  City. 
Every  year  land  is  becoming  more 
valuable ;  small  houses  are  being  pulled 
down  and  are  being  replaced  by  ware- 
houses which  bring  a  larger  revenue  to 
the  parish.  I  venture  to  sav  that  an 
enthusiastic  local  body  with  perhaps 
Socialistic  tendencies  would  disregard  not 
only  the  loss  of  money  but  also  the  con- 
siderations of  health  in  putting  into  force 
the  power  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  the 
municipal  boroughs,  and  I  therefore,  in 
the  interests  of  public  health  and  from 
considerations  of  economy,  support  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 

Mr.  STUART :  As  I  am  interested 
largely  in  the  County  Council,  I  support 
the  proposal  in  the  Government  Bill, 
because,  at  a  meeting  between  the  local 
authorities  and  the  County  Council,  the 
Council,  after  a  full  consideration  of  the 
arguments  brought  forward  by  the  local 
authorities,  decided  that  it  would  be 
willing  to  concede  to  them  the  concurrent 
powers  now  included  in  the  schedule.  So 
far  as  I  can  speak  for  the  County  Council 
I  say  that  it  adheres  to  its  undertaking. 

Mr.  Lowles. 


That  is  the  clear  and  simple  position.  It 
does  not  enter  into  the  arguments ;  it  is 
merely  that,  the  arguments  being  con- 
sidered on  a  previous  occasion  and  & 
decision  taken,  the  Council  is  prepared  to 
abide  by  it.    I  admit  the  great  respect 
in  which  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite  and 
his  work  are  lield  by  every  member  of 
the  County  Council,  and  although  I  differ 
from   him  on   this  particular  I  have 
the  highest  esteem  for  the  work  he  is 
doing  on  the  County  Council.    I  must, 
however,  take  exception  to  the  position 
which   he  incidentally   took   up  with 
reference  to  the  Progressive  majority,  and 
his  suggestion  that  that  majority  would 
act  in  some  remarkable  manner.    All  I 
will  say  is  that  the  hon.  Baronet  is  him- 
self chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee 
of  the  Council,  and  that  is  enough  on 
that    subject.      The   County  Council 
has  carried   out  Part  III.   with  very 
considerable    success    and    very  con- 
siderable advantage   to  London.  The 
hon.  Baronet  has  pointed  out  the  lines  on 
which  the  Council  is  proceeding  under 
i  his  guidance,  and  I  think  there  can  be  no 
hesitation  in  believing  that  the  Council 
|  is  endeavouring  to  house  the  poor  of  the 
metropolis  under  conditions  acceptable  to 
!  all  parties  in  the  Council,  and  to  the 
|  views  entertained  throughout  all  parts  of 
I  the  metropolis  generally.    But  we  have 
1  had  the  representations  of  the  local 
I  authorities  before  us,  and,  they  being 
desirous  of  having  this  power,  and  the 
Council  having  decided  to  give  jt  to 
them,  that  decision  must  be  adhered  to. 
I  notice  in  all  the  Debates  on  questions 
of  the  transference  of  powers  an  under- 
lying mistake.    Many  Members  appear 
to  assume  that  the  new  local  authorities 
will  be  more  Conservative  and  less  Pro- 
gressive than  the  County  Council.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  found  that 
their  character  will  be  very  much  the 
same,  and  that  their  method  of  dealing 
with  the  housing  of  the  poor  will  be  on 
very  similar  lines.    That  question  is  one 
of  the  most  absolutely  important  ques- 
tions for  this  metropolis,  and  the  spirit 
in  which  the  County  Council  is  dealing 
with  it  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  whereas 
there  is  a  great  Progressive  majority  on 
the  County  Council,  the  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  is  Chairman  of  the  Housing 
Committee.    I  venture  to  believe  that 
the  new  boroughs  will  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion in  a  similar  spirit,  and  I  have  as  much 
confidence  in  putting  the  necessary  power 
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into  their  hands  as  I  have  in  retaining  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  Council.  I  wish  to 
support  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  on  the 
main  ground  I  have  mentioned. 


Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  am  sure  that 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
are  thoroughly  agreed  as  to  the  extreme 
importance  of  this  question  of  the  housing 
of  the  poor,  and  I  am  sure  also  that  we  all 
recognise  the  work  which  has  been  done 
in  this  direction  by  my  hon.  friend  who 
moved  the  Amendment,  and  that  he 
speaks  with  special  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject. At  the  same  time  I  cannot  but  feel 
that  many  of  his  arguments  were  directed 
to  the  point  that  the  power  given  under 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act  should  be  supplemented.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  many  of  my 
hon.  friend's  observations,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly certain  they  will  receive  careful 
consideration.  But  the  question  before 
the  House  is  whether,  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act  in  its  present 
form,  the  power  with  reference  to  Part  III. 
should  not  be  extended  to  the  borough 
councils.  I  would  remind  the  House  that 
this  power  is  enjoyed  by  other  municipal 
borouehs  throughout  the  country,  and  I 
would  ask  why  the  metropolitan  boroughs 
should  not  enjoy  it  also.   There  is  very 

C cogency  in  one  observation  of  the 
Member  who  has  just  spoken,  namely, 
that  it  was  agreed  at  a  conference  between 
the  local  authorities  and  the  County 
Council  that  this  power  should  be  extended 
to  the  borough  councils.  My  hon.  friend 
who  moved  the  Amendment  made  some 
criticisms  upon  the  policy  of  the  County 
Council  which  I  gather  did  not  meet  with 
acceptance  in  all  parts  of  the  House,  but  I 
would  remind  my  hon.  friend  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  policy  of  the  majority  of 
the  County  Council  it  does  not  at  all 
follow  that  the  policy  of  the  borough 
councils  will  be  the  same.  Under  this 
Bill,  when  it  becomes  law,  the  power  of 
exercising  Part  III.  will  only  extend  to 
the  limit  of  each  borough.  My  hon. 
friend  said  that  it  was  desirable  that  those 
workmen  should  be  provided  with  houses  in 
the  suburbs  where  they  could  easily  go  to 
and  from  their  work.  Of  course,  I  recog- 
nise that  it  is  very  desirable,  where  it  can 
be  done,  that  we  should  find  them  accom- 
modation so  near  a  railway  that  they 
could  get  up  to  their  work  with  con- 
venience to  themselves.    But  in  many 
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boroughs  this  is  not  always  possible. 
Where  they  can  do  so,  well  and  good ; 
but  under  the  circumstances,  where  they 
cannot,  the  borough  council  surely  may  be 
trusted  only  to  put  these  powers  in 
force  within  the  borough  where  there  is 
a  legitimate  demand  for  working  men's 
houses  within  the  borough.  I  do  not 
think  myself  it  would  be  abused,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  agree  to  give  these 
powers  to  the  boroughs  of  London. 


Mr.  CAUSTON  (Southwark,  W.):  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  hearing  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  express  his  determina- 
tion to  give  this  power  to  the  London 
boroughs.  From  time  to  time  I  have 
received  communications  from  Judge 
Addison,  of  Southwark  County  Court, 
giving  most  harrowing  descriptions  of  the 
trials  that  the  people  of  South  London 
have  to  undergo  in  respect  to  want  of 
dwellings.  I  think  that  the  new  local 
authorities  ought  to  have  power  to 
deal  with  these  matters  if  they  so  desire, 
because  they  know  the  local  requirements 
and  the  ^difficulties  which  the  working 
men  have  to  contend  with,  especially 
those  who  have  to  go  very  early  to 
their  work.  An  hon.  Member  talks  about 
the  working  classes  being  transported  to 
the  outskirts  of  London  by  railway.  But 
when  you  talk  of  transporting  the  work- 
ing classes,  that  means  additional  expense 
to  them;  and  the  working  classes,  or 
certain  of  them,  such  as  the  Borough 
Market  and  waterside  labourers,  are 
not  remunerated  by  a  very  high 
wage,  and  when  you  ask  them  to  go 
outside  London  by  train  or  tram  you  impose 
on  thorn  an  expense  which  tney  cannot  - 
bear.  I  think  the  local  authorities  should 
have  power  to  deal  with  these  matters 
even  in  the  event  of  the  County  Council 
not  seeing  its  "way  to  do  so,  because  they 
possess  local  knowledge  which  the  County 
Council  cannot  be  acquainted  with. 

♦Colonel  HUGHES :  I  should  like  to 
inform  hon.  Members  that  in  the 
County  of  London  there  isplenty  of  room 
to  build  houses  for  double  the  population. 
There  are  numerous  districts  not  yet 
covered  where  there  is  plenty  of  room. 
There  are  3,000  acres  at  Plumstead,  and 
there  are  other  places,  like  Eltham, 
with  3,800  acres,  where  the  popula- 
tion is  only  one   and   a-half  j 
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per  acre.  As  regards  the  remarks  of  the 
non.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  I 
was  before  a  magistrate  to-day  at  the 
police-court — ["Hear,  hear"] — on  business 
— and  a  man  was  brought  before  the 
magistrate  charged  with  living  with 
his  wife  and  family  in  a  disorderly  house. 
The  man  said  he  was  sorry  that  his 
children  had  to  live  in  such  a  disreputable 
neighbourhood,  but  he  was  unable  to  find 
another  house.  In  another  case  a  man 
had  to  put  his  wife  and  family  into  the 
workhouse,  where  he  paid  for  their  main- 
tenance, because  he  could  not  find  a  place 
in  which,  to  house  them.  In  another  case 
a  woman  was  looking  for  apartments  who 
had  a  child  with  her,  and  she  was  asked 
how  many  children  she  had,  and  she  said, 
"  I  have  one  here  and  five  in  the  church- 
yard," but  when  she  got  the  apartments 
that  same  night  there  were  six  children 
there.  Her  statement  was  quite  true, 
because  while  she  went  to  look  for  apart- 
ments she  left  five  children  to  play  in 
the  churchyard.  That  is  the  sort  of 
subterfuge  to  which  these  people  have 
to  resort.  We  do  want  the  County 
Council  to  build  in  these  places  where  the 
population  is  only  one  and  a  half  person 
per  acre,  but  if  they  will  not  the 
borough  councils  can  do  it  them- 
selves, and  do  it  cheaper  than  the 
London  County  Council ;  we  can  always 
get  land  that  we  want  for  our  own  benefit 
at  a  fair  price,  but  directly  the  London 
County  Council  comes  along  the  price 
goes  up  enormously.  Then  there  is 
another  thing :  the  people  themselves  do 
not  like  the  barrack  system  which  is 
adopted  by  the  London  County  Council, 
which  is  undertaken  at  so  large  an  expense ; 
but  you  can  build  cottages  in  a  borough  like 
Woolwich,  which  has  thirteen  square  miles. 
There  is  no  difficulty.  We  have  land 
there,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  we  have 
waited  for  the  County  Council  to  build 
municipal  property.  They  have  failed  to 
do  it,  but  in  the  last  few  months  they 
begin  to  see  that  something  ought  to  be 
done.  The  County  Council  will  be  able 
to  undertake  these  buildings,  outside 
boroughs  without  building  land,  which 
the  local  authority  has  not  power  to  do ; 
but  the  local  authority  can  ereot  these 
small  houses,  which  in  their  own  know- 
ledge are  desirable,  where  they  have  land 
available  within  their  own  borough. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  :  It  is  pleasing  to 
note  on  all  sides  of  the  House  a  desire  to 

Colonel  Hughes. 


grapple  with  the  housing  problem,  which 
is  a  most  serious  question.  On  this 
occasion  I  am  a  devoted  supporter  of  the 
Government  as  against  some  supporters 
of  the  Government  who  sit  below  the 
gangway,  who  consider  there  is  a  serious 
risk  in  remitting  to  the  local  authority 
this  power.  I  admit  the  risk,  but  I 
believe  the  housing  problem  is  so  serious 
that  that  risk  must  be  incurred  and  under- 
taken. I  believe  that  the  Government 
have  done  wisely  in  putting  into  their 
Bill  with  regard  to  the  housing  problem  a 
suggestion  that  the  local  authorities  should 
have  concurrently  the  same  power  as  the 
London  County  Council  enjoys.  It 
seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  examine 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Chippenham  Division. 
It  is  true  he  was  chairman  of 
the  Housing  Committee,  and  he  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  con- 
genial way  in  which  he  discharged  his 
Functions,  but  he  has  no  mandate  from 
his  committee  for  the  nervousness  which 
he  has  shown  to-night.  He  is  under  the 
impression  that  if  the  local  authorities 
have  these  powers  they  will  immediately 
embark  in  some  wild  scheme  or  other  for 
which  there  is  no  justification.  But 
these  local  authorities  are  very  conserva- 
tive in  their  views,  and  I  think  we  can 
safely  leave  this  power  to  them.  When 
the  hon.  Member  for  Woolwich  says  that 
the  County  Council  procedure  is  expensive, 
I  venture  to  tell  him  that  there  is 
not  another  body  in  London,  not  even 
the  Corporation,  who  could  buy  the 
immense  number  of  acres  of  land  which 
the  County  Council  has  bought  within  12 
miles  of  London  at  the  price  which  it  paid, 
which  is  £38  an  acre.  It  is  evident  that 
something  should  be  done  to  prevent  the 
scandalous  overcrowding  both  on  the 
part  of  the  local  authority  and  the  County 
Council,  and  I  sincerely  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  listen  to  its  supporters 
below  the  gangway,  and  I  trust  the 
borough  councils  will  have  the  power 
which  the  Government  desires  to  give 
them. 


Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER:  After 
theobservationswhichhavefallenfromhon. 
Members  of  this  House,  I  beg  leave  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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MrPICKERSGIIJ^:  The  last  schedule 
in  the  Bill,  I  notice,  gives  the  borough 
councils  power  to  make  bye-laws.  Of 
course,  borough  councils  would  have 

Kww  in  the  ordinary  course  to  make 
_  e-laws  for  a  specific  purpose,  but  the 
schedule  which  we  are  now  considering 
is  something  quite  different ;  it  authorises 
them  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  good 
government  of  the  borough,  and  it  is  at 
once  obvious  that  these  words  are  exceed- 
ingly vague.  There  is  given  to  the  thirty 
local  authorities  who  are  to  be  created  by 
this  Bill  power  to  make  byo-laws  for  the 
"  good  government "  of  the  borough.  It 
is  true  that  they  must  not  be  in 
contradiction  to  the  bye-laws  of  the 
County  Council.  So  far  so  good. 
But  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  bye-laws  of  one  borough  being  abso- 
lutely contradictory  to  the  bye-laws  of 
another.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  have 
a  bye-law  affecting  one-half  of  a  street 
and  an  absolutely  contradictory  bye- 
law  the  other  half.  There  is  a 
great  tendency  to  make  use  of  this 
power  of  making  bye-laws  for  all  pur- 
poses. The  old  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
was  a  great  safeguard  in  this  matter,  but 
all  that  has  now  been  completely  changed, 
and  the  trend  is  quite  the  other  way.  At 
present  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  Judges, 
instead  of  scrutinising  very  closely  as  they 
did  in  old  days  these  particular  matters, 
will  sanction  almost  anything  that  comes 
before  them  in  the  shape  of  bye-laws. 
Considering  how  serious  the  result  is,  it  is 
especially  important  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  poorer  parishes,  considerably 
more  than  in  the  case  of  the  rich,  because 
a  man  of  good  circumstances,  in  the  event 
of  his  breaking  a  bye  -  law,  pays 
the  fine,  and  there  is  the  end  of  it,  and 
the  poor  man  earning  perhaps  a  precarious 
livelihood  is  unable  to  do  so,  and  goes  to 
prison.  No  fewer  than  75,000  persons 
are  in  prison  now,  not  because  they  have 
committed  a  crime,  but  because  they  have 
done  something  for  which  the  proper 
punishment  is  a  fine,  and  they  have  not 
the  money  with  which  to  pay.  Under 
the  circumstances  I  think  you  ought  not 
to  unduly  extend  this  bye-law  making 
power. 


Amendments  proposed,  in  Schedule  2, 
page  20,  to  leave  out  lines  26  and  27,  and 
to  leave  out  lines  28  to  30.— (Mr.  PirJcers- 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  persist  in  his 
Amendment.    My  objection,  in  the  first 
place,  is  that  we  have  in  this  Bill  gone  on 
the  principle  that  the  powers  that  are 
agreed  to  do  transferred  from  the  County 
Council  to  the  borough  councils  shall  be 
transferred  under  this  Bill.    I  do  not  see 
that  there  is  any  real  force  in  the  ob- 
jection made  by  the  hon.  Member.  There 
are  a  great  many  cases  in  this  country 
where  there  are  two  areas  which  are  co- 
terminous with  each  other  and  are  not 
easily  distinguished,  which  are  under  two 
separate  systems,  and  all  those  boroughs 
I  have  the  power  of  making  bye-laws. 
And  yet  it  is  said  that  such  a  principle 
I  would  be  inconsistent  in  connection  with 
these  boroughs  in  London.    It  is  absurd 
to  suggest  that  the  borough  of  Poplar  and 
j  of  Mile  End  would  require  the  same  bye- 
I  laws  as,  for  instance,  say,  Kensington. 
|  London  north  of  the  Thames  and  London 
|  south  of  the  Thames  have  different  circum- 
I  stances  to  consider,  and  I  think  they  should 
i  be  allowed  to  decide  the  bye-laws  which 
i  thev  require  for  themselves.  What  I  have  i 
I  said  applies  rather  to  the  first  Amend- 
ment, but  I  hope  what  I  have ,  said  is 
I  sufficient  to  enable  the  hon.  Member  to 
withdraw  both  his  Ameudments. 

♦Colonel  HUGHES:  The  bye-laws 
must  be  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  it  is  verv  much  better 
that  these  borough  councils  should  have 
the  same  powers  as  other  boroughs  have. 
They  do  not  want  to  be  under  the 
County  Council,  they  want  to  be  under  the 
laws  of  the  country  at  large,  and  I  think 
you  may  fairly  leave  it  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  be  quite  satisfied 
that  they  will  not  allow  bye-laws  in 
contradiction  to  each  other.  The  safe- 
guards are  quite  sufficient. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  When  this 
question  becomes  merely  a  local  matter, 
then  I  think  you  ought  to  have  elasticity, 
and  under  the  circumstances  I  cannot  sup- 
port my  hon.  friend's  Amendments. 

!    Mr.  PICKEBSGLLL :  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances I  do  not  press  my  Amend- 
1  ments. 

j     Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 
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third  time  upon  I  in  order  to  make  it  clear  I  would  sugeeat 
to  him  that  after  the  word  "bilk"  he 
should  add  the  words  "  of  exchange  or 
promissory  notes." 


Order  read)  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  (6th 
June)  on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended  J— 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"In  page  2,  line  27,  after  the  word 
1  enumerated  '  to  insert  the  words  '  and 
tested.'  "—{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
Other  Amendments  made. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  27,  after  the  word  1  form,' 
to  insert  the  words  '  hat  does  not  include  any 
County  Council  or  Municipal  Corporation 
bills  repayable  not  later  than  twelve  months 
from  their  date  or  any  overdraft  at  the  bank  or 
other  loan  raised  for  a  merely  temporary 
purpose  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twelve 
months.'  "—{Mr.  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Par- 
tick)  :  I  think  that  no  corporation  could 
wish  to  keep  raising  money  permanently 
in  a  matter  of  this  sort.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  words  "  for  a  period  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  months  "  should  be  left  out, 
although,  under  the  circumstances,  I  will 
not  move  any  Amendment. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.) :  I 
desire  to  point  out  that  the  Stamp  Act 
refers  to  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory 
notes.  In  this  Amendment  you  are  not 
adopting  any  definition  of  the  word  "bills.'' 
I  hare  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  object 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  in  view  is  that  promissory  notes  shall 
be  included  as  well  as  bills  of  exchange ; 
but  under  this  short  description  by  say- 
ing "  corporation  bills  "  it  is  not  defined, 
and  it  has  no  corresponding  term.  It  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  a  little  ambiguity,  and 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"In  line  2,  after  the  word  '  bills,'  to  insert 
the  words « of  exchange  or  promissory  notes.' " 
(Mr.  CaldweU.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amendment" 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir    M.   Hicks  Beach, 
I  Bristol,    W.)  :     The     hon.  Member 
!  was  good  enough   to  call  my  atten- 
,  tion   to   this   point  some  little  time 
ago,  and  I  noticed  that  he  had  included  in 
his  Amendment  the  words  "  promissory 
notes."    I  thought  I  had  convinced  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  inclusion  of  these 
words  is  quite  unnecessary,  for  I  notice 
that,  as  his  Amendment  now  stands  on 
the  paper,  the  words  "  promissory  notes  " 
are  omitted.     I  have  looked  into  the 
matter  and  taken  the  advice  of  the  Inland 
Revenue,  and  I  have  been  assured  that 
these  words  are  not  only  unnecessary, 
but  that  they  would  also  be  misleading. 
I  A  promissory  note  is  a  loan  raised  for  a 
i  period  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  and 
consequently  it  is    covered  by  these 
words. 


♦Mr  CALDWELL :  Whilst  I  still  think 
that  it  would  be  better  to  follow  the 
phraseology  of  the  Stamp  Act,  1891,  and 
use  both  terms — "  bills  of  exchange  and 
promissory  notes,"  yet,  having  regard  to 
the  explanation  just  given  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  which  will 
appear  on  the  Records  of  the  House,  that 
promissory  notes  are  included  in  the 
term  "  bills,"  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
meat,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  question  again  proposed. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton):  I  think  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  out  the  words  "for  a  temporary 
purpose,"  because  if  money  is  temporarily 
applied  to  some  permanent  work  the 
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borrowing  body  might  be  called  upon  to 
pay  duty  twice  upon  tbe  same  money.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  tax  these 
loans  twice,  and  I  have  put  down  a  couple 
of  Amendments  intended  to  obviate  this. 
In  other  respects  the  Amendment  is  fairly 
satisfactory. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"  In  line  3,  after  the  word  '  rained '  to  leave 
ont  the  words  '  for  a  merely  temporary  pur- 
pose.' "-(Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  believe 
that  these  words  are  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  the  clause,  and  if  they  were 
omitted  it  would  be  possible  for  a 
corporation  to  borrow  for  twelve 
months,  and  to  continue  that  loan 
borrowing  for  an  indefinite  period  of  years 
and  practically  make  it  a  permanent 
loan.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will  see 
that  such  a  process  would  be  very 
unfair. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  meant  by  "  a  merely 
temporary  purpose."  My  constituents 
hold  that  the  words  might  be  held  not 
to  apply  when  the  temporary  loan  is 
applied  to  permanent  work. 


♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  That  is  not 


so. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  That 
being  so  I  will  not  press  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Words  inserted. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  do  not 
think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will 
have  any  objection  to  my  next  Amendment, 
which  simply  makes  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  more  dear. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  called ' 
to  insert  the  words  :  '  But  provided  that 
the  duty  under  thin  section  shall  be 
paid  by  a  local  authority  only  once 
in  respect  of  the  exercise  by  them  of 
borrowing  powers,  and  shall  not  be  paid  in 
respect  of  money  reborrowed  by  them  to  re- 
place money  borrowed  which  may  have  been 
paid  off  otherwise  than  by  means  of  a  statu- 
tory sinking  fund.'"— (Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Baronet  will  recognise  what  my  right 
hon.  friend  said  with  regard  to  temporary 
loans.  If  these  words  are  added  they  will 
introduce  a  totally  new  principle,  which  in 
practice  would  be  most  mischievous. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  Ayes,  69 ; 
Noes,  168.    (Division  list  No.  182.) 


A    tin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cana ton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  A  11a ton 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Colville,  John 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farqnharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Fitzmaurioe,  Lord  Edmond 
Fester,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gladstone.  Rt  Hon.  H.  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 


AYES. 

i  Har wood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  Sealo- 
Hedderwick.ThomasCharlesIl 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jones,  Wni.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Law  son,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M 'Arthur,  Wm.  (Cornwall) 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Maddison,  Fred 
Montagu,  SirS.  (Whitechapel) 
Nus*ey.  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northurab.) 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 


Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Kickett.J.  Compton 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Kobson,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich( Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts 
Wilson.Henry  J,  (York.W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  JosH(Middlesbrough) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  thk  Ayes— 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  and 
Mr.  Piwanda  XjOOglC 
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Aeland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arnold.  Alfred 
Arnold-Foreter,  Hugh  O. 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Balcarres.  Lord 
Balfonr,  RtHn.  A.J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,RtHnGeraldW.(Leed8 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plnnket 
Beach,RtHn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bigwood,  James 
BUlson,  Alfred 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bnllard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Cecil,  Ld.  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain  ,Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Au8tin(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavias  Leigh 
Clarke,  SirEdwaid( Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hn.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Conen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cook,  Fred  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  Ed.  T.  D 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  B.  (Harrow) 
C  ran  borne,  Viscount 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrympje.  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  WUliam  H. 
Fellow  es,  Hon.  Ail  wyn  Edward 
Fergusson.Rt.  Hn.  SirJ.  (M'nc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 


{COMMONS} 

NOES. 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Vicount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.  AG.  H.  (City  ofLon) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary(8t.Al  bans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrell 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorat,  Rt  Hn  G  J  (St  George's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gould ing,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Hamilton,  Kt.Hn.  Lord  George 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  Hon.  L.  R.  (Bow) 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  WUliam  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  It t.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Lawrence  ,JW.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Law  eon,  John  Grant  ( Yorks. ) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  E. 
Long,  RtHn  Walter(  Liverpool) 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Mac  lure,  Sir  John  William 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  H.  L.  B.  (Cambs.) 
M'KUlop,  James 
Maxwell„Rt  Hn.SirHerbertE. 
MUbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  John 
Milwaid,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shroueh. 
Morgan,  H  nFred .( Monm'tnsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
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Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.  (Deptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  RtHn  AGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 

Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 

Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 

Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darling'n) 
Penn,  John 

Phil) potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,R  (Lanes,  Newton) 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Priestley^SirW.Overend(Edin 
Pry ce  Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ranch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  SirMatt,  W. 
Ritchie,  Rtt  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild, Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelfh'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Sharpe,  WUliam  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 

Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt  Hn.  J.G.(Oxf  dUnl 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,Wm.  Edw.  Murray 

Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-u.-L.) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
WUliams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.  N.) 
WodehousejRt.  Hn.  E.  R,  (Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Younger,  WUliam 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  WUliam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Another  Amendment  made. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Tuesday  next. 

COLONIAL  LOANS  FUND  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  : — 

Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  1 
stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


*Mr,  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.): 
This  clause  practically  contains  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Bill.  I  therefore  propose  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  stating  my  objec. 
tions  to  the  measure.  The  clause  confers 
the  right  to  give  loans  to  the  Colonies,  and 
it  prescribes  the  whole  regulations.  I 
admit  that  according 
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loan  to  a  colony  must  first  of  all  receive 
the  sanction  and  approval  of  Parliament. 
There  must  be  a  previous  voting  of  the 
money.  The  objection  which  I  take  is 
practically  to  the  Bill  itself,  in  so  far  as 
it  gives  any  facilities  whatever  for  the 
Colonies  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  Imperial  Exchequer.  I  object  altogether 
to  giving  these  facilities.  I  fear  that  if 
we  thus  become  enormous  creditors  of  the 
Colonies,  we  shall  find  it  will  not  be  bene- 
ficial to  our  relations  with  them,  and  it 
may  turn  out  very  greatly  to  our  dis- 
advantage. I  may  point  out  that  this 
Bill  leaves  the  amount  of  interest  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Treasury,  instead  of  deciding 
on  the  minimum,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of 
loans  to  local  authorities. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  The 
whole  Bill  is  founded  on  this  clause,  and 
for  my  part  I  cannot  find  in  any  of  the 
speeches  which  have  been  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  any  justifica- 
tion whatever  for  starting  this  new  fund. 
The  Bill  proposes  to  create  a  new  stock 
on  exactly  the  same  lines  as  the  Local 
Loans  Fund,  and  the  stock  will  be 
placed  on  the  market  as  a  guaranteed 
stock  bearing  interest  the  amount  of 
which  is  not  fixed  in  the  Bill,  but 
which  is  to  be  fixed  by  the  Treasury. 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
introduced  this  measure  last  year 
he  said  it  was  not  only  intended 
to  be  of  assistance  to  the  Colonies,  but 
also  to  open  up  a  new  means  of  invest- 
ment for  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  de- 
posits, and  thus  while  they  were  helping 
the  Colonies  they  would  be  aiding  a  class 
which  they  all  desired  to  assist,  viz.,  the 
thrifty,  industrious  people  who  deposited 
money  in  the  Savings  Banks.  Now  the 
real  meaning  of  this  is  that,  in  order  to 
keep  up  an  expensive  Savings  Bank 
system,  and  to  enable  the  Government  to 
continue  to  pay  a  larger  interest  than  can 
be  earned  under  the  present  system  of 
investment,  a  new  stock  is  to  be  de- 
liberately started.  One  of  my  chief  ob- 
jections to  the  Bill  is  based  on  that 
ground.  Another  is  that  you  are  start- 
ing machinery  for  lending  money  to  the 
Colonies,  as  a  result  of  which  there  will 
be  a  continuous  pressure  on  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  lend  improvi- 
dently.  We  all  remember  how,  in  the 
Debate  last  year,  when  it  was  alleged 
that  the  real  object  of  this  Bill  was  to 


help  the  West  Indian  Colonies,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  denied  it.  But 
the  pressure  of  circumstances  began  to 
operate  almost  immediately,  and  it  is 
already  in  contemplation  to  lend  money 
to  these  Colonies  under  this  Bill.  If 
ever  there  was  a  period  in  the 
history  of  this  country  when  the 
polioy  of  lending  money  to  the' 
Colonies  ought  to  be  most  jealously' 
watched  it  is  now.  The  extension  of  the 
Colonies  has  been  'so  enormous,  and  the 
demands  of  the  gentlemen  popularly' 
called  Imperialists,  inflationists,  or  exten- 
sionists  are  so  excessive,  that  I  confess  I 
am  inclined  to  look  with  great  jealousy  on 
any  proposal  for  facilitating  the  lending 
of  money  to  the  Colonies.  I  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  a  former 
occasion,  to  what  colonies  this  Bill  would 
apply,  and  he  indicated  that  it  would 
apply  to  many  African  colonies,  including 
Rhodesia,  British  Central  Africa,  East 
Africa — it  may  be  the  Soudan,  but  as 
to  that  I  am  not  quite  certain.  However 
that  may  be,  the  prospect  of  opening  up 
temptation  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  lend  money  freely  to  these 
African  colonies  appears  to  me  to  involve 
the  adoption  of  a  false  policy  and  of  a 
most  vicious  financial  system.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  told  us  that 
one  good  point  about  the  Bill  was  that  it 
gave  Parliament  a  more  efficient  control 
over  the  finances  of  the  colonies  to  which 
these  loans  were  made,  and  he  mentioned 
that  there  would  be  an  annual  and 
complete  Return  to  this  House  on 
the  same  lines  as  that  which  em- 
bodied the  loans  to  local  authorities 
in  this  country.  But  I  do  not  see 
the  efficacy  of  these  Returns  at  all,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  look  on  that  as  in  any 
way  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
I  think  it  would  be  far  safer  to  continue 
the  present  system  of  making  these  loans.  - 
At  present  they  are  granted  under  special 
Acta,  and  in  the  long  run  many  of  them 
are  wholly  or  partially  remitted.  Ican- 
not  see  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  to  gain  by  devising  machinery 
which  will  have  the  effect 
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ppeaswe  to  the  Treasury  to  grant  loans 
move  frcejy.  If  we  ere  going  to  set  up 
a  new  system,  I  would  suggest  that  the 
money  for  these  Colonial  loans  should  be 
found,  not  by  starting  a  new  stock,  but 
out  of  the  cash  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  National  Debt.  In 
any  case  the  loans  made  under  this  Act 
will  have  to  be  a  charge  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  ultimately,  and  as  any 
loss  must  eventually  be  borne  by  the 
taxpayers  of  this  country,  I  think  that 
the  money  might  as  wall  be  advanced 
directly. 

Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH  (Bristol,  W.) : 
I  have  explained  on  several  occasions, 
I  am  afraid  without  success  in  the 
case  of  the  Member  for  East  Mayo, 
the  effect  of  this  measure.  But  he  cer- 
tainly does  not  seem  to  realise  the  intent 
of  the  BilL  If  its  effect  were  to  facilitate 
pressure  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  make  loans  to  the  Colonies, 
I  should  never  have  proposed  it.  The 
safeguard  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  these  matters  is  the  fact  that 
a  loan  made  to  the  Colonies  must  obtain 
the  assent  of  Parliament,  and  as  under 
this  Bill  that  provision  is  carefully  in- 
serted I  do  not  think  there  is  any  ground 
for  the  hon.  Member's  alarm.  What 
happens  now  is  that  if  a  Crown  colony 
has  good  credit  it  goes  into  the  market, 
through  the  Crown  Agent,  and  obtains  a 
loan.  Anybody  who  chooses  to  look  down 
the  list  of  securities  in  the  market  can 
see  that  many  of  our  Crown  colonies  have 
very  good  credit.  The  object  of  this  Bill 
was,  not  that  we  may  lend  to  what  has 
been  described  as  insolvent  colonies,  but 
that  we  may  secure  for  the  investors  in 
our  savings  banks  the  chance  of  invest- 
ment in  the  loans  of  the  more  solvent 
colonies.  Wo  may,  of  course,  also  lend  to  a 
colony  which  has  not  been  so  prosperous 
as  other  colonies.  By  the  machinery  pro- 
posed under  the  Bill  the  Colonies  will 
be  assisted  by  being  able  to  obtain  loans 
at  a  lower  rate  of  interest,  while  there 
will  be  an  advantage  to  this  country  in 

Mr.  Dillon. 


providing  for  deposits  in  savings  banks  a 
better  means  of  investment  than  Consols 
afford.  I  quite  admit  that  the  principle 
of  this  Bill  is  contained  in  the  first 
clause,  and  that  therefore  the  hon. 
Member  had  a  perfect  right  to  raise  this 
Debate. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower  Ham- 
lets,  Poplar) :  As  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  says,  we  have  already  dis- 
cussed the  principle  of  this  Bill,  and  if 
the  remarks  of  my  hon.  friend  had  been 
directed  against  the  measure  introduced 
last  year  I  should  have  entirely  agreed 
with  all  he  said.  But  this  Bill  is  totally 
different ;  the  objectionable  features  found 
in  the  last  measure  have  now  been 
removed,  and  there  can  be  no  practical 
objection  to  the  present  BilL  I  do  not 
see  how  this  Bill  would  in  any  way 
either  prevent  or  encourage  loans  to 
colonies.  It  is  purely  a  machinery  Bill. 
Any  loan  to  a  colony  must  first  come  in 
the  form  of  a  Bill  before  this  House, 
where  it  will  be  discussed  on  its  merits. 
Should  this  House  agree  to  lend  money 
to  arty  particular  colony,  it  surely  wonld 
be  an  advantage  to  this  country,  as  well 
as  to  the  colony,  that  the  loan  should  be 
made  under  a. properly  regulated  system. 
I  therefore  feel  bound  to  support  this 
BilL 

Mr.  DILLON:  I  thoroughly  under- 
stand that  in  each  individual  case  of  loans 
under  this  Bill  the  loan  will  have  to  t>c 
sanctioned  by  a  separate  Bill.  But  is  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  earnest 
in  saying  it  is  seriously  intended  that 
these  separate  Bills  shall  be  freely  dis- 
cussed ?  Do  not  we  all  know  perfectly 
well  that,  99  cases  out  of  100,  when  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  day, 
with  a  great  majority  behind  him,  decides 
that  such  a  Bill  shall  be  brought  in,  the 
thing  is  practically  done.  My  objection 
to  this  Bill  is  that  it  is  no  part  of  the 
business  of  the  Government  to  bolster  up 
an  unsound  banking  system  by  making  it 
a  means  of  investment  for  funds  that  are 
«oumui.ti»g  beyond ^prewat  me«. 


Ul  Colonial  Loans         {8  Junk 

of  investment.  That  I  may  point  out  is 
the  view  of  the  Economist  newspaper, 
which  is  one  of  the  highest  authorities  on 
these  questions.  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman desires  to  obtain  good  security 
outside  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  in- 
vestment of  Savings  Bank  money,  why 
exclude  India  ?  I  understand  that  it  is 
excluded  under  this  Bill,  yet  we  know 
that  India  has  a  larger  stock,  and  could 
therefore  give  greater  relief  than  all  the 
Crown  colonies  combined  four  or  five 
times  over.  It  seems  to  me  absolutely 
logical  and  irresistible  that  if  you  are 
going  to  set  up  this  new  fund  and  look 
upon  it  as  a  desirable  investment  for  your 
Savings  Bank  deposits,  you  must  go  on 
and  consolidate  the  debt  of  all  the 
Crown  colonies,  so  as  to  reduce  their 
interest.  It  is  clear  that  to  be  of  any 
effect  this  system  must  have  large  opera- 
tion. The  Ml  contains  within  itself  the 
germs  of  a  great  financial  policy,  and  no 
one  can  see  the  extent  to  which  it  may 
be  carried.  It  will,  no  doubt,  enable  the 
burdens  of  the  Crown  colonies  to  be  enor- 
mously reduced,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
India  should  be  debarred  from  sharing 
the  benefits. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs): 
1  suppose  that  if  this  Bill  is  carried  we 
shall  have  still  another  claim  from  the 
Government  that  they  have  done  a  great 
deal  to  knit  more  closely  together  the 
mother  country  and  the  Colonies.  While 
I  sympathise  to  a  large  extent  with  that 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  I 
must  say  I  do  not  think  that  this 
particular  plan  is  calculated  to  have  that 
effect.  The  policy  of  the  Bill  in  the  first 
place  is  to  hold  out  a  bait  to  our  Colonies 
to  the  effect  that  they  can  obtain  money 
from  the  mother  country  with  less  diffi- 
culty than  in  the  past,  and  when  I  see 
the  two  front  benches  so  unanimous  upon 
the  Bill  I  am  inclined  to  look  a  little  more 
closely  into  its  merits.  One.  point,  I  think, 
has  not  received   sufficient  attention. 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in 
the  course  of  the  past  year,  has 
refused  many  applications  for  public 
funds ;  but  his  difficulties  will  be  increased 
in  the  future  if  this  Bill  is  passed,  for 
under  it  you  are  practically  setting  your- 
selves up  as  a  great  money-lending  insti- 
tution. The  result  to  the  Colonies  will 
be  disappointing,  for  the  poorer  ones, 
which  most  require  the  loans,  will  find 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  providing  the 
necessary  guarantees.  You  will  also 
run  the  risk  of  raising  a  rivalry  among 
the  Colonies  as  to  the  amount  of  credit 
to  be  guaranteed,  and  the  inevitable 
result  will  be  to  interfere  with  the 
friendly  relations  which  now  exist.  I  am 
afraid  that  if  you  now  pass  this  Bill  you 
will  on  some  future  occasion  be  told  that 
the  passing  of  it  was  intended  to  sanction 
the  principle  of  granting  loans  to  colonies ; 
and  thus,  therefore,  we  are  now  being 
asked  to  anticipate  some  decision  which 
may  have  to  be  taken  after  12  o'clock 
at  night  some  years  later,  and  we  shall 
then  be  unable  to  discuss  the  question 
on  its  merits. 


Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.):  I  would 
support  the  Bill  if  I  were  satisfied  that 
it  would  confer  any  real  benefit  on  the 
Colonies.  But  from  my  own  knowledge 
of  the  Colonies,  and  especially  of  Aus- 
stralia,  I  know  they  are  already  labour- 
ing under  the  disadvantage  of  having 
borrowed  too  much  money.  What  they 
want  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  is 
more  population,  and  not  more  indebted- 
ness. 


Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  This  Bill 
will  only  apply  to  Crown  colonies. 


Mr.  DAVITT :  Well,  I  say  it  is  a  bad 
policy  to  put  temptation  in  the  way  of 
these  colonies  to  borrow  money.  I  think 
the  better  plan  would  be  to  lend  this 
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money  to  county  councils  in  England 
and  Ireland,  and  to  give  those  bodies 
compulsory  powers  to  buy  agricultural 
land  and  place  labourers  upon  it.  That 
would,  I  believe,  prove  a  very  good  in- 
vestment. 


Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  It 
seems  strange  that  there  should  be  any  de- 
bate on  a  proposal  of  this  kind,  seeing 
that  the  object  is  to  relieve  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  of  his  great 
difficulty  in  investing  satisfactorily  the 
Savings  Bank  deposits.  This  is  a  very 
small  matter,  and  it  would  surely  be  as 
well  to  try  the  experiment. 


*Mk.  HEDDEKWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
We  are  told  we  ought  to  support  this  Bill 
simply  because  it  is  a  mere  machinery 
Bill ;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  endeavoured  to  disarm  opposition  by 
informing  'us  that  even  if  be  passed 
there  will  be  a  perfect  check  against 
possible  abuse,  inasmuch  as  before 
any  loan  could  be  granted  under  it  a 
special  Bill  will  have  to  be  submitted  to 
Parliament.  Then  what  is  the  use  of 
passing  this  Bill  1  Clearly  the  object  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  to 
facilitate  the  granting  of  loans.  The  Bill 
obviously  holds  out  an  inducement  to  any 
colony  that  wants  a  loan  to  apply  for  it. 
If  we  provide  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  with  the  machinery  he  desires, 
it  will  be  much  easier  for  him  to  grant 
a  loan  to  any  colony  that  may  require 
one.  I  do  not  suppose  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  insist  on  having  sub- 
stantial securities ;  but  we  must  remember 
that  securities  have  a  marvellous 
way  of  ceasing  to  be  substantial, 
and  therefore  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  withhold  from  him  the 
dangerous  power  for  which  he  asks. 
Mr.  DavUt. 


Mr.  CALDWELL:  It  may  be  true 
that  before  any  loan  is  granted  under  this 
Bill  another  Bill  will  have  to  be  passed ; 
but  my  point  is  that  the  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  sanction  the  principle  that  the 
State  is  to  provide  loans  out  of  Imperial 
funds  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Act.  Once  this  Bill  has  been  passed, 
when  a  Bill  is  brought  in  to  sanction 
a  particular  loan  it  will  be  said  that 
Parliament  has  already  approved  the 
principle,  and  we  shall  have  hardly  any 
chance  of  going  into  the  merits  of  individual 
proposals,  and  I  venture  to  assert  that 
these  Bills  will  be  rushed  through  the 
House  after  midnight  without  practically 
any  discussion.  I  should  also  like  to 
point  out  that  the  Bill  affords  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discriminating  between  one 
colony  and  another;  and  I  venture  to 
assert  that  when  once  you  begin  lending 
money  to  the  Colonies  you  will  open  the 
door  to  all  kinds  of  disputes,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  interest  you 
charge.  We  know  that  in  regard  to  local 
loans  a  large  sura  of  money  has  to  be 
written  off  yearly,  because  the  authorities 
are  unable  to  repay  the  amounts  due  to 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners. 
If  they  were  not  able  to  repay  us,  they 
would  wish  to  be  relieved.  I  do  not 
know  anything  which  would  more  readily 
bring  the  Colonies  and  the  mother 
country  into  collision  than  by  giving 
these  financial  preferences.  It  would 
breed  dissatisfaction  amongst  every  other 
colony  which  was  asked  to  pay  more 
interest  than  the  favoured  one. 


Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  It  might 
be  inferred  from  what  has  been  said  that 
our  experience  as  Members  of  Parliament 
is  that  the  Treasury  of  this  country  is 
always  ready  to  throw  away  its  money 
without  careful  examination.  The  argu- 
ments which  have  been  adduced  show, 
first,  distrust  of  those  who  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  finances  of  the  Colonies; 
second,  distrust  of  the  Treasury,  repre- 
sented by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer;  and  third,  distrust  of  our- 
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selves  as  Members  of  this  House.  I  do 
not  share  the  feeling  of  distrust  in  regard 
to  any  of  these  parties.  Anyone  who 
has  paid  attention  to  the  present  state  of 
our  finances,  especially  to  the  large  sums 
of  money  accumulating  in  the  savings 
banks,  and  to  the  increasing  difficulty  of 
handling  that  money  and  finding  a  safe 
and  reasonable  outlet  for  it,  must  see 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Government  should 
find  new  channels  for  investment.  My 
only  regret  is  that  the  Bill  does  not  include 
India  in  its  survey.  If  the  experiment 
with  the  Crown  colonies  is  tried  and 
proves  successful,  it  will  encourage  the 
Government  to  go  further. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  to  allow  a  division  to  be  taken. 
We  have  already  discussed  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  when  I  moved  the  Resolution, 
and  during  the  debate  on  the  Second 
Beading.  I  do  not  complain  that  the  Bill 
has  been  discussed  to-night,  but  I  hope 
we  shall  now  come  to  a  division. 


Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
am  not  prepared  to  give  a  silent  vote  on 
this  matter.  I  opposed  a  grant  of 
£15,000  to  Central  Africa  for  making 
roads  ior  men  who  are  too  indolent  to 
make  roads  for  themselves.  I  do  not  like 
the  two  front  benches  agreeing  on  this 
question.  I  have  always  found  that 
something  serious  happens  when  this  is 
the  case.  These  loans,  I  fear,  will  be  very 
much  like  the  grants  given  away  to  the 
Northern  Territories  in  Africa.  It  is  said 
that  each  loan  will  be  brought  before 
Parliament;  but  what  chance  will  we  have 
of  discussing  them  properly,  if  the  front 
benches  makes  up  their  mind  to  back  up 
any  rotten  colony  1  I  admit  that  many  of 
the  colonies,  like  Canada  and  Australia, 
can  borrow  money  at  3  per  cent,  and 
that  their  stock  stands  at  over  par ; 
but  are  we,  the  British  taxpayers,  to 
provide  money  for  these  miserable  bank- 
rupt Crown  colonies  ?  I  have  too  much 
regard  for  the  poor  people  in  the  North 
and  the  starving  crofters  to  agree  to  that, 
and  I  feel  it  my  duty  not  to  allow  this  Bill 
to  pass  in  this  House  if  I  can  help  it. 
There  has  been  a  fall  in  Consols  of  2  per 
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cent,  within  the  last  few  days.  Is  that  in 
consequence  of  the  Government  scheme  to 
furnish  money  to  these  bankrupt  colonies  1 
It  is  not  so  long  since  Consols  stood  at 
113^  and  114.  Now  I  find  today  that 
they  are  down  to  108 J.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  that  is  in  consequence  of 
this  Bill. 

Hon.  Members  :  The  Transvaal. 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  do  not  think  the  Trans- 
vaal question  has  affected  Consols  at  all. 
It  is  that  investors  are  afraid  that  this 
country  is  going  to  guarantee  these  bank- 
rupt colonies.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
bank  deposits  have  gone  up  considerably, 
because  people  prefer  to  hold  their  money 
in  hand  rather  than  seek  investments 
until  they  see  what  is  going  to  happen. 
In  regard  to  providing  an  outlet  for  the 
Savings  Bank  funds,  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  anxious  there  are  many 
admirable  facilities  for  their  investment  in 
our  own  country.  Let  the  hon.  Gentle 
man  arrange  a  scheme  to  lend  money  to 
county  councils.  I  know  in  the  con- 
stituency I  represent  there  are  tens  of 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  which  might 
be  used  by  the  people  of  the  Highlands  if 
the  County  Council  had  the  chance  of 
lending  money  to  the  people  for  develop- 
ing the  land.  There  would  be  a  splendid 
security  and  Consols  would  again  bound  up 
to  114.  Here  are  seas  teeming  with  fish, 
not  small  fish,  but  large  fish  

The  CHAIRMAN  s  The  hon.  Member 
is  travelling  very  wide  of  the  question 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  WEIR:  Well,  I  will  confine 
myself  to  the  Colonial  Loans  Fund.  The 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  said  this  was 
simply  a  machinery  Bill.  We  do  not 
want  a  machinery  Bill,  and  I,  for  one, 
object  most  strongly  to  money  being 
expended  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
these  colonies  providing  roads  

It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the 
Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 
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SUPPLY  REPORT  [Oth  June], 

Message  from  Her  Majesty  (Grant  to 
Lord  Kitchener), — Resolution  reported. 

Lord  Kitchener  or  Khartoum. 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £30,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  be  issued  to  Major 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B., 
K.C.M.G.,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
eminent  services  in  planning  and  conducting 
the  recent  Expedition  in  the  Soudan." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  upon  Wednesday  next. 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  (ENG- 
LAND AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  :— 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  (Man- 
cheater,  N.E.) :  I  wish  to  point  out  that 
this  Bill  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  for 


Scotland,  which  passed  this  House  unani- 
mously, but  was  rejected  by  the  Lords 
because  it  was  confined  to  Scotland. 
This  Bill  is  brought  in  for  the  rest  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  if  the  House  is 
pleased  to  adopt  it,  I  should  be  prepared, 
on  behalf  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  London  University,  to  in- 
clude Scotland  in  its  scope. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  do  not  see  why 
there  should  be  the  slightest  difficulty  in 
putting  Scotland  in  the  Bill. 

MR.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  move 
to  report  progress. 


Committee  report 
again  to-morrow. 


progress ;   to  sit 


EXPERIMENTS  ON  LIVING  ANIMALS. 

Return  presented  relative  thereto 
[Address  8th  June ;  Mr.  Jesse  Coliings] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  215.] 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve 
of  the  clock. 
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Friday,  9th  June  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The    LORD    CHANCELLOR  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  bad  laid  upon  the  Table  the 
Certificate  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
,  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to 
J  the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
|  with : — 

%  SOUTH  -  EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
S  CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER  RAILWAY 
^     COMPANIES  (NEW  LINES). 

|  And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 

|  orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 

£  have  been  complied  with  : — 
8 

|  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
|  ORDERS  (No.  3). 

-  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
|  Table. 

V  CARDIFF  RAILWAY  BILL. 

J    Committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next. 

|   FISHGUARD  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

S     Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 

i  That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 

;  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 

|  opposition   thereto  having  been  with- 

c  drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

§  Table :  The  orders  made  on  the  18th  of 

^  April  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and 

X  BUI  committed. 
► 

J  BARRY  RAILWAY  BILL. 

|     Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
£  that  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
J  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
>  opposition   thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table ;  the  orders  made  on  25th  April 
and  Tuesday  last  discharged;  and  Bill 
committed. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Cheylesmore  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

VOL.  LXXIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


WOLVERHAMPTON  CORPORATION 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Cheylesmore  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford  ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committeo  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Cheylesmore  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford  ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Cheylesmore  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford  ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Cheylesmore  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Cheylesmore  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

SHOTLEY  BRIDGE  AND  CONSETT 
DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  (MARKETS) 
BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

LONDON,  CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2»,  and  committed. 

LEITH  HARBOUR  AND  DOCKS  BILL. 

Read  2",  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection.  O  r\f\a\o 
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BELFAST  WATER  BILL. 
Read  2*,  and  committed. 

WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1", 
and  referred  to  the  examiners. 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*, 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Order  for  Committee  road. 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIR- 
MATION  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley):  Before  the 
House  goes  into  Committee  on  the  Elec- 
tric Lighting  Provisional  Orders  Bills  I 
desire  to  call  your  Lordships'  attention  to 
the  enormous  number  of  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  this  session.  There 
are  19  Bills  dealing  with  90  Orders. 
Each  Order  consists  of  36  pages,  of  which 
30  contain  common  form  clauses,  and, 
from  the  great  bulk  which  these  Bills 
assume  it  will  be  seen  how  necessary  it 
is  that  the  Electric  Lighting  Orders 
(Common  Form  Clauses)  Bill  should  be 
pressed  forward  in  the  other  House.  That 
Bill  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  intro- 
ducing the  common  form  clauses  in  all 
Provisional  Orders.  The  examination  of 
these  statutes  after  they  have  received 
the  Royal  Assent  involves  great  labour, 
not  to  speak  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
printing  which  is  necessitated.  As  soon 
as  the  Bills  have  received  the  Royal 
Assent  every  one  of  the  Orders  has  to  be 
most  carefully  examined,  and  I  need  not 
point  out  to  your  Lordships  that  the 
examination  of  the  common  form  clauses 
is  an  absolute  waste  of  time.  Not  only 
is  the  labour  excessive,  but  great  public 
inconvenience  is  caused,  as  the  process  of 
examining  so  many  clauses  delays  the 
issue  of  the  statutes  to  the  public.  There 
have  been  a  good  many  complaints  in 
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recent  years  that  the  Statutes  are  not 
issued  until  late  in  the  autumn.  I  would 
suggest  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  if  they 
find  it  impossible  to  pass  the  Common 
Form  Clauses  Bill  through  Parliament 
this  session,  that  in  the  coming  session 
of  Parliament  they  should  group  a  large 
number  of  Orders  of  the  same  character 
in  single  Bills,  and  schedule  the  common 
form  clauses  at  the  end  of  each  Bill. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh):  My 
Lords,  as  I  am  temporarily  representing 
the  Board  of  Trade,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  the  noble  Earl  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary,  I  say  at  once  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  deeply  impressed  with  the 
strength  of  the  case  which  the  noble  Earl 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  has  put 
forward,  and  are  in  agreement  with  him 
as  to  the  advantage  of  the  course  he 
suggests.  I  do  not  think  anyone  can 
doubt  the  desirability  of  adopting  that 
course  when  they  look  at  the  great  bulk 
which  these  Bills  assume,  and  the  noble 
Earl  has  laid  them  upon  the  Table  of 
your  Lordships'  House  as  a  very  striking 
object  lesson.  I  should  not  like,  how- 
ever, on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to 
come  under  a  definite  obligation  to  press 
forward  the  Electric  Lighting  Orders 
(Common  Form  Clauses)  Bill,  because  the 
more  it  is  thought  that  the  Government 
are  bound  to  press  forward  that  particular 
Bill,  the  more,  I  am  afraid,  some  malicious 
persons  may  wish  to  place  obstacles  in  its 
way  ;  but  it  is  the  hope  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  the  Bill  will  be  passed  this 
session  if  possible.  If  it  is  found  impos- 
sible to  get  the  Bill  through  this  session, 
I  think  the  alternative  suggested  by  the 
noble  Earl  is  one  which  is  well  worthy  of 
consideration.  I  understand  he  has  com- 
municated privately  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  this  direction,  but  in  any  case  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  coming  under  an 
obligation  to  communicate  with  the 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  a 
view  of  having  one  of  his  suggestions 
carried  into  effect. 

Bills  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 


TRAMWAYS   ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Committed :  The  Committee  to  be 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 
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METROPOLITAN  COMMON  SCHEME 
(HARROW  WEALD)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1.)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order):  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3"  on  Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3'  on  Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10.)  BILL.  [Lords.] 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Amendments  made :  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committco  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  Monday  next. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


WAGES  OF  DOMESTIC  SERVANTS 
(BOARD  OF  TRADE,  LABOUR  DE- 
PARTMENT). 

Report  on  the  money  wages  of  indoor 
domestic  servants:  Presented  (by  com- 
mand), and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

ARUNDEL  PORT. 

Account  and  Report  for  1898-99 : 
Delivered  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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PETITIONS. 

VACCINATION  ACTS. 
Petition  for  repeal    of  compulsory 
clauses  in ;  of  Guardians  of  the  Poplar 
Union ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

VACCINATION  ACT,  1898. 
Petition  for  repeal ;  of  Guardians  of 
the  Bridport  Union;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PARISH  COUNCILLORS  (TENURE  OF 
OFFICE)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

TRAWLERS'  CERTIFICATES  SUSPEN- 
SION BILL.  [Lords.] 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
(with  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  109.) 
Bill  reported  with  Amendments,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next ;  and  to  be 
printed  as  amended.    (No.  110.) 

SUMMARY  JURISDICTION  ACT  (1879) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

To  be  read  2a  on  Monday  the  26th 
instant.    (The  Lord  Penrhyn.) 

LINCOLNSHIRE  CORONERS  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Read  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

FARNLEY   TYAS    MARRIAGES  BILL. 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

House  adjourned  at  forty  minutes  after  Four 
o'clock,  to  Monday  next,  at  forty-live 
minutes  after  Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  9th  June  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS. 
[Lords.] 

Standing  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
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PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 
No  Standing  Orders  applicable. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 

r          ----- >  —    ,are,  |  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 

applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  I  ^  o{  the  {ollowing  Bill,  referred  on  the 
with,  viz. :—  |  First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders 

COBHAM  GAS  BILL.  [Lords.] 
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tions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in  the 
Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading 
thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  pre- 
viously  inquired   into,  and  which 


MOSS  SIDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BiLL.  [Lords.] 

STRETFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

WESTON  -  SUPER  -  MARE,  CLEVEDON, 
AND  PORTISHEA1)  TRAMWAYS 
COMPANY'  (LIGHT  RAILWAY  EX- 
TENSIONS) BILL.  [Lords.] 


WHITEHAVEN 


CORPORATION 
[Lords.] 


BILL. 


WITHINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CILS (TRAMWAYS)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS.  [Lords.] 
No   Standing    Orders  not  previously 
inquired  into  applicable. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  lirst 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into  are  applicable, 
viz. : — 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  (LONDON)  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 
Standing  Orders   applicable  thereto 
complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  tho  Standing 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (HOUSING  OF 
WORKING  CLASSES)  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 

time  upon  Monday  noxt. 


are  applicable,  viz. : — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 
Petition  for  additional  Provision. 
Standing  Orders  not  complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  tho  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  rCxaminers  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz.  : — 

BRADFORD   TRAMWAYS  AND 
IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

CROWBOROUGH  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCUS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read 

the  third  time. 

JONES'  DIVORCE  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOUGHBOROUGH  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
PROVISIONAL   ORDER  (BARROW 
STOUNNESS)  BILL. 
Reported,   without  amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed].    Report  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next,  zedbyCjOOglc 
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LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  1)  BILL. 


Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  j 
Monday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table.  < 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional orders  confirmed] ;  report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  [Provi- 
sional Orders  confirmed] ;  report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next. 

PIEU  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

Reported  with  Amendments  (Provi- 
sional Orders  confirmed) ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 
BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

HASTINGS  AND  ST.  LEONARDS  GAS 
BILL.  [Lords.] 
Reported,  with  Amendments  j  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed* 
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DERBY   CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS, 
&C  BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.* 


SKIPTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 
[Lords.  ] 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

!  LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 
|    Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.* 

LONDON  HOSPITAL  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Reported,  without  Amendment;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

STOCKTON  AND  MIDDLESBROUGH 
WATER  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported,  without  Amendment;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

FRIENDS'  PROVIDENT  INSTITUTION 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported,  with  an  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INFANT  ORPHAN  ASYLUM  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Reported,  without  Amendment;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  tho  Table. 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

ABERDEEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MID-KENT  GAS  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Reported,  with  Amendments  :  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

WALKER  AND  WALLSEND  UNION  GAS 
(ELECTRIC  LIGHTING)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

Reported— without  Amendment;  Re- 
port to  lio  upon  the  Table  ; 

Bill  to  be  road  tho  third  time  upon 
Monday  ne«.  Google 
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PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  B). 
Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  B  of  Private 
Bills— 

"That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 
Committee  had  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next, 
at  half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock." 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  AND  OTHER 
BILLS. 

Ordered — 

"That  the  parties  appearing  before  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  West- 
ern Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  and 
other  Bills  have  leave  to  print  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  day 
by  day  from  the  Clerk's  Copy,  if  they  think 
tit."— (Sir  Robert  Penrose- FitzGcrald.) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to. 
Amendment  to-*- 

HULL,  BARNSLEY,  AND  WEST  RIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 
BILL.  [Lords]. 

Amendments  to — 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  AND  TOWN 
GAS  BILL.  [Lords.] 

ST.  ALBANS  GAS  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Great  Grimsby 
Street  Tramways  Company  to  extend 
their  tramways ;  and  for  other  purposes." 

E Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill 
Lords]. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


BOROUGH    FUNDS   ACT,  1872. 
Petition  from  Denholme,  for  alteration 
of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GROUND   RENTS   (TAXATION  BY 
LOCAL  AUTHORITIES). 

Petition  from  Rochdale,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table, 


LOCAL     GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT   AMENDMENT   (1894)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  for  alteration ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES   (EIGHT   HOURS)  BILL. 
Petition  in  favour  ;  from  Cymmer ;  and, 
Llanbradach ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARLIAMENTARY  FRANCHISE. 

Petition  from  Greenwich,  for  extension 
to  women ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Congleton,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

ROMAN   CATHOLIC   UNIVERSITY  IN 
IRELAND. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  against  estab- 
lishment ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 
Petitions  for  alteration ; — from  Leith 
and,  Aberdeen  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA  FISHERIES  REGULATION  (SCOT- 
LAND) ACT  (1895)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  he 
upon  the  Table. 

SMALL   TENANTS   (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCIL  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ; — from  Newburgh ; 
— and,  Nairn ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


TUBERCULOSIS  (RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF  ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Petition  from  Edinbi 
tion;  to  lie  upon  the 
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Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 
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1897-8  and  1898-9,  under  the  following 
Acts :  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and 
Excise)  Act,  1890 ;  Technical  Instruction 
Act,  1889  and  1891 ;  Welsh  Intermedi- 
ate Education  Act,  1889;  and  Public 
Libraries  and  Museums  Act." — (Sir 
John  Gorst.) 


BOARD  OF  TRADE  (LABOUR  DEPART- 
MENT) (WAGES  OF  DOMESTIC 
SERVANTS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  on  the 
Money  Wages  of  Indoor  Domestic  Ser- 
vants [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN  BOARD. 
Copy   presented,— of  Twenty-fourth 
Annual  Report  (for  1898-9),  with  Appen- 
dices [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  216.] 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  14,  1899). 
Copy  presented, — of  Withdrawal  of 
Montenegro  from  the  International  Union 
for  the  Protection  of  Literary  and  Artistic 
Works  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  :— 

1.  Arundel  Port,— Copy  of  the  Annual 
Report  and  General  Account  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Arundel  Port  for 
period  from  25th  March,  1898,  to 
25th  March,  1899  [by  Act]. 

2.  Public  Records  (Court  of  Exchequer, 
— Copy  of  Second  Schedule  contain- 
ing a  List  and  Particulars  of  Classes 

'  of  Documents,  which  formerly  were 
or  ought  to  have  been  in  the  Office 
of  the  King's  or  Queen's  Remem- 
brancer of  the  Exchequer,  or  of  the 
Clerk  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
the  Port  Bonds  or  Coast  Bonds,  and 
which  are  now  in,  but  are  not  con- 
sidered of  sufficient  public  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  in  the 
Public  Record  Office. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (ENGLAND, 
WALES,  AND  IRELAND)  TECH- 
NICAL EDUCATION. 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  extent 
to  which,  and  the  manner  in  which,  Local 
Authorities  in  England,  Wales,  and 
Ireland  have  applied  or  are  applying 
funds  to  the  purposes  of  Technical  Educa- 
tion (including  Science,  Art,  Technical, 
and  Manual  Instruction)  during  the  years 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  COMPANIES 
(ACCOUNTS). 

Return  ordered,  "  of  the  Accounts,  as 
they  are  respectively  made  up,  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies  and  the 
Staines  Reservoirs  Joint  Committee  to 
the  30th  day  of  September  and  the  31st 
day  December,  1898  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  346,  of 
Session  1898.)"— (Mr,  T.  W.  Russell) 


PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  (EXPENSES). 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided by  Parliament,  of  any  remunera- 
tion, allowances,  and  expenses  that  may 
become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the 
present  Session  to  provide  for  improving 
and  extending  the  Procedure  for  obtain- 
ing Parliamentary  Powers  by  way  of 
Provisional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to 
Scotland  (Queen's  Recommendation  signi- 
fied), upon  Monday  next.— (Sir  William 
Walrond.) 


NEW  WRIT. 


NEW  WRIT  FOR  EDINBURGH  (SOUTH 
DIVISION). 

In  the  room  of  Robert  Cox,  esquire, 
deceased. — (Sir  William  Walrond.) 


QUESTIONS. 


FOREIGN  SERVICE  MESSENGERS. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  is  acting 
on  the  recommendations,  in  respect  to 
Foreign  Service  Messengers,  contained  in 
paragraph  20  of  the  final  Report  of  the 
Ridley  Commission. 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Broprick,    Surrey,   Guildford) :  The 
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Secretary  of  State  has  reduced  the  salary 
for  new  appointments  from  £400  to 
£250,  and  proposes  to  raise  the  maximum 
age  of  appointment  from  35  to  40  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Royal  Commission. 

™  MOST  FAVOURED  NATION 
CLAUSE  IN  TREATIES  WITH  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

Colonel  MILWARD  (Stratford-upon- 
Avon)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the 
Treaties  existing  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Governments 
of  Austria-Hungary,  Belgium,  France, 
Germany,  and  Russia  respectively  con- 
tain what  is  known  as  the  most  favoured 
nation  clause. 

*Mr.  BRODICK  :  The  treaties  con- 
cluded by  the  United  States  with  Austria, 
Belgium,  a,,a  Russia  contain  the  con- 
ditional most  favoured  nation  articles. 
The  treaty  with  Prussia  contains  an 
article  according  most  favoured  nation 
treatment  to  produce  and  manufactures 
in  matters  of  import  duties,  &c.  The 
treaty  with  France  contains  no  most- 
favoured-nation article. 


FOREIGN  SUGAR  BOUNTIES 

r  S!R  ,?°tYARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  the  Belgian 
Government  is  taking  any  steps  to  obtain 
tho  consent  of  France  and  Russia  to  the 
abolition  of  the  bounties  upon  the  export 
ot  sugar,  as  desired  by  the  other  nations 
represented  at  the  Conference  last  year 
at  Brussels  ;  and  if  there  is  any  hope  of  a 
successful  issue  to  such  efforts  in  the 
absence  of  penal  legislation  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  result  of  the 
negotiations  in  this  direction,  which 
were  confided  to  the  Belgian  Government 
the  Sugar  Bounty  Conference  of 
Hrussels  have  not  yet  been  made  known 
to  Her  Majesty  s  Government. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Will  the 
Government  make  inquiries  before  the 
V  ote  is  taken  next  Thursday  ? 

No  answer  was  given, 

THE  ARMENIAN  MASSACRES 

T  ^?NEwPT?Y/Ki,marnockBurgh8): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Fore,gn  Affairs  whether  ho  ha.  had 


any  recent  communication  from  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Constantinople 
in  regard  to  the  claims  of  British  subjects 
on  account  of  the  Armenian  massacres  of 
August,  1896 ;  whether  he  has  heard 
that  the  United  States  Minister  ha* 
obtained  from  the  Sultan  a  promise  that 
the  American  claims  would  be  paid,  also 
that  the  Turkish  Government  proposes  to 
pay  the  American  claims  in  connection 
with  and  through  certain  American  firms 
with  whom  they  arc  in  negotiation  for 
naval  contracts  ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  now  influence 
the  Sublime  Porte  so  that  the  claims  ol 
British  subjects  may  be  settled  without 
further  loss  of  time. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  We  have  heard 
quite  recently  from  Sir  N.  O'Conor  on 
the  subject.  On  the  23rd  of  May  His 
Excellency  again  spoke  to  the  Turkish 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  very  seriously 
and  urged  him  to  lose  no  time  in  inform- 
ing tho  Sultan  of  his  repeated  repre- 
sentations. The  answer  to  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the 
negative, 

IRELAND-LOAN  FUND  BOARD. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  (Wicklow, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  is  he 
aware  that  Mr.  G.  W.  Young,  late  secre- 
tary to  the  Loan  Fund  Board  of  Ireland, 
has  stated  that  the  illegalities  sanctioned 
by  the  Board  amount  to  about  £60,000, 
and  that  this  sum  is  at  present  irrecover- 
able ;  havo  the  loan  fund  societies  in 
Ireland  been  carried  on  under  the  autho- 
rity of  an  Act  of  Parliament  and  under 
the  control  of  a  department  in  Dubin 
Castle;  have  tho  Loan  Fund  Board  in 
Dublin  permitted  these  alleged  violations 
of  the  law  j  and  does  he  propose'to  make 
•any  change  in  tho  constitution  of  the 
Board,  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause,  or 
otherwise,  in  the  Bill  introduced  bv  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  on  the  6th 
of  March  last. 

r  AT£E  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfoir,  Leeds. 
Central) :  No  such  statement  has  been 
made  by  the  late  Inspector  of  Loan  Funds 
as  is  referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph. 
The  loan  fund  societies  in  Ireland  have 
been  carried  on  under  the  provisions  of 
an  Aot  of  Parliament  and  statutory  rules 
made  thereunder.    They  have  not  been 
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carried  on  under  the  control  of  any 
Government  department.  A  board  called 
the  Loan  Fund  Board,  the  members  of 
which  are  nominated  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, but  over  whose  proceedings  the 
Government  have  no  control,  exercises 
some  powers  of  inspection  and  supervision 
over  Ithe  societies  by  whom  loans  are 
made.  The  Loan  Fund  Board  has  only 
power  to  dissolve  a  loan  society  which 
does  not  conform  to  the  rules  ;  it  has  no 
other  power  over  the  proceedings  of  these 
societies.  This  power  the  Board  has,  I 
believe,  exercised  in  some  instances.  The 
Bill  referred  to  only  aims  at  curing  some 
legal  defects  in  securities  not  regular  in 
form,  and  does  not  deal  with  the  general 
question.  Any  such  clause  as  is  suggested 
would  be  outside  its  scope. 

Mr.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E.) :  May  I 
ask  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
loss  of  this  £60,000  will  fall  mostly  on 
poor  men,  the  Government  will  take  any 
steps  to  recoup  them  t 

•Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot 
hold  out  any  hope  that  in  the  event  of 
there  being  any  deficiencies  they  will  be 
made  up  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  JAMES  O'CONNOR  :  Is  not  the 
Bill  introduced  by  the  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland  intended  to  legalise  certain 
transactions  which,  although  not  legal, 
were  sanctioned  or  tolerated  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  1 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  have  said 
that  it  is  intended  to  deal  with  certain 
legal  deficiencies. 

IRISH  SALMON  FISHERIES. 
Mr.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  fishery  laws  for  the  pro- 
tection of  salmon  in  the  River  Bann  and 
in  other  Irish  rivers  are  systematically 
evaded  ;  that  the  fixed  railings  in  the 
salmon  boxes  in  the  River  Bann  at  Cole- 
raine  are  not  lifted  at  the  weekly  close 
time  ;  and  that  it  is  the  practice,  when 
draughting  for  salmon  in  the  River  Bann, 
by  means  of  a  second  net  to  constitute  a 
fixed  engine  and  leave  no  gaps  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  since  the  month  of  June 
has  been  included  in  the  eel-fishing  season 
thousands  of  salmon  smelt  are  killed  in 
the  eel  nets  in  the  River  Bann  ;  whether 
he  will  cause  inquiry^  to  be  made,  into 


these  and  other  alleged  illegal  practices  ; 
and  whether,  as  there  is  a  Bill  now 
before  this  House  entitled  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  to  and 
reported  to  this  House  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee in  1892  after  evidence  thereon  had 
been  taken,  the  Government  will  give 
facilities  for  the  discussion  of  the  said 
Bill  in  this  House  this  session. 

*Mr.G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  am  informed 
that  the  weekly  close  season  is  carefully 
observed  not  only  on  the  River  Bann,  but 
also  in  other  parts  of  the  Coleraine 
Fishery  district,  and  that  openings  are 
regularly  made  in  the  salmon  boxes  in 
order  to  allow  a  free  passage  for  fish 
during  the  weekly  close  time.  There  are 
two  draft  nets  used  in  the  tidal  parts  of 
the  river,  one  of  which  is  shot  after  the 
other  is  hauled.  This,  I  am  told,  is  quite 
lawful,  and  does  not  cause  an  obstruction 
to  tha  fish  in  anything  more  than  the 
owners  have  a  legal  right  to  do.  The 
nets  are  only  used  at  times,  and  cannot  at 
any  time  be  used  more  than  about  10 
hours  out  of  24.  •  In  the  fresh  water  only 
one  net  is  used  at  any  one  place.  As 
regards  the  second  and  third  paragraphs,  I 
understand  thatsalmon  fry  have  been  taken 
in  eel  nets  in  June.  In  June  of  last  year 
a  number  of  salmon  fry  were  taken  in  the 
eel  nets  at  Movanagher,  and  a  number 
were  dead.  If  the  eel  fishing  is  carried 
on  at  either  Portna  or  Movanagher  in 
June,  the  nets  would  kill  all  the  fry  that 
would  come  into  them,  and  no  care  could 
save  them  owing  to  the  shallow  water  and 
quick  stream.  At  Toome  eel  fishery  the 
water  is  deep  and  the  current  light,  and 
with  care  fry  can  be  taken  and  put  back 
to  the  river  alive,  but  not  if  thero  is  a 
good  quantity  of  eel.  Two  bailiffs  are  on 
the  Toome  eel  fishery  in  June  for  the 
purpose  of  looking  after  the  salmon  fry 
while  the  eel  nets  are  fishing,  and  inquiry 
will  be  made  as  to  the  quantity  of  fry 
that  may  be  killed  by  eel  nets  during  this 
month.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  possible 
to  give  facilities  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Bill  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  and  I  may  remind 
my  hon.  friend  that  the  subject  of  the 
inland  fisheries  and  fishery  laws  in 
Ireland  is  about  to  be  inquired  into  by  a 
Viceregal  Commission. 

Mr.  SETON-KARR  s  Arising  out  of 
the  answer  to  the  last  paragraph,  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  I  have 
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introduced  that  Bill  every  session  for  the 
past  seven  years ;  will  he  not  under  the 
circumstances  consider  the  possibility  of 
the  giving  facilities  for  discussing  it  this 
year  1 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  That  does 
not  rest  with  me. 

PAY  OF  IRISH  RESIDENT 
MAGISTRATES. 

MR.  McCARTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  resolution 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Council  of 
the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce  com- 
plaining of  the  inadequate  emoluments  of 
the  two  resident  magistrates  at  present 
in  charge  of  the  city ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  these  two  resident  magistrates 
are  men  of  good  standing  and  experience 
at  the  Bar,  and  that,  owing  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  city  boundaries,  the  amount  of 
police  court  business  has  enormously  in- 
creased, and  that  their  salaries  are  much 
under  the  scale  for  Dublin,  where  the 
duties  are  considerably  lighter ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Council  have 
resolved  that  the  scale  in  Belfast 
must  be  considerably  raised  if  first-class 
men  are  to  be  attracted  to  the  position, 
he  will  have  the  matter  fully  considered 
with  the  view  of  carrying  out  the  feelings 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
citizens  in  this  regard. 

♦Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  E.):  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers,  may  I  ask 
whether  in  fact  the  salaries  paid  to  Irish 
resident  magistrates  are  not  as  a  rule  too 
high,  considering  the  slight  duties  they 
have  to  perform,  and  are  there  not  too 
many  of  these  magistrates,  considering 
the  present  crimeless  condition  of  Ireland  ? 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.)  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  this  subject  was 
brought  under  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
notice  by  Members  connected  with  Belfast 
a  considerable  time  ago,  and  that  he  was 
favourably  inclined  to  consider  it,  pro- 
vided hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  offered  no 
opposition  1 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  Yes,  it  is  the 
fact,  as  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Belfast,  that  this  matter  has 
been  previously  under  my  notice.  My 
attention  has  l>een  directed  to  the  resolu- 
tion referred  to,  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  admit  that  the  case  of  the  two  resi- 


dent magistrates  at  Belfast  is  exactly 
comparable  with  that  of  the  divisional 
magistrates  of  Dublin.  If  the  position 
of  the  resident  magistrates  at  Belfast  is 
to  be  improved  legislation  would  be 
necessary  for  the  purpose,  and  I  should 
require  to  be  assured  that  any  measure 
dealing  with  the  case  would  be  treated  as 
absolutely  non-controversial  by  all  sec- 
tions before  I  could  consent  even  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  introducing  a  Bill 
during  the  present  session. 

IRISH  LAND  VALUATIONS. 

Captain  DONELAN:  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Down  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lora 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
now  say  about  what  time  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners in  Ireland  will  be  supplied 
with  the  valuations  of  lands  and  bouses 
for  the  standard  year  in  respect  of  the 
fair  rent  applications  listed  for  hearing ; 
and  whether  the  same  will  be  supplied  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Valuation  in  Ireland 
or  at  the  request  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sion, so  as  to  save  the  tenants  or  owners 
from  the  expense  and  inconvenience  of 
applying  for  certificates  of  valuation 
which  will  be  comparatively  useless  to 
them  afterwards. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  In  continua- 
tion of  my  answer  to  the  hon.  Member's 
previous  question  of  the  18th  of  May  on 
this  subject,  I  am  informed  that  the  cer- 
tificates of  valuation  are  being  supplied 
to  the  Land  Commission  as  required,  and 
that  certificates  have  been  issued  to  the 
Commission  in  3,100  cases  to  the  present 
date.  As  regards  the  question  of  the  cost 
of  these  certificates,  I  must  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  statement  made  by  me 
on  the  12th  May  in  reply  to  a  similar 
question  put  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  North  Antrim. 

NEW  RATING  SYSTEM  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.):  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Land 
Commission  have  issued  for  the  in- 
formation of  landlords  and  tenants 
making  agreements  for  fair  rents  for  the 
second  statutory  term  instructions  as  to 
their  liabilities  for  rates  under  the  new 
rating  system  ;  and  whether  he  can  state 
if  an  agreement  is  binding  on  a  landlord 
to  allow  his  tenants  half  county  cess 
under  the  second  statutory  term  made 
since  the  6th  April  IwvOOg 
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•Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  reply  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  negative. 
Presumably  the  parties  to  an  agreement 
would  refer  to  the  provisions  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  and  to  the  certificate  as 
to  poor  rate  and  county  cess  published 
in  the  Dublin  Gazette  of  11th  April,  before 
executing  the  agreement.  The  precise 
meaning  of  the  second  paragraph  is  not 
quite  clear  to  me,  but  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  Section  52,  Sub-section  2, 
of  the  Local  Government  Act  of  last  year, 
which  enacts  that  the  occupier  of  a 
hereditament  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
deduct  from  his  rent  any  part  of  the  poor 
rate,  and  any  contract  to  the  contrary 
respecting  such  deduction  shall  be  void. 

PRISON  APPOINTMENTS. 
Mr.  GRAHAM  (St.  Pancras,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  there  is  any  limit  of  age,  and,  if 
so,  what  limit,  beyond  which  no  prison 
official  may  be  promoted  to  a  deputy 
governorship,  a  fifth-class  governorship,  or 
to  a  clerkship  in  the  Prison  Department 
in  the  Home  Office  ;  and  are  the  competi- 
tive prison  clerks,  who  paid  a  j£3  exami- 
nation fee,  debarred  at  the  age  of  forty -five 
from  progressing  in  the  customary  course 
of  promotion  to  clerkships  in  the  Prison 
Department  of  the  Home  Office  to  fifth- 
class  governorships,  or  to  deputy  governor- 
ships. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lanes.,  Blackpool):  I 
have  been  asked  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  answer 
this  question.  It  would  be  unusual, 
except  under  very  special  circumstances, 
to  promote  a  prison  official  over  the  age 
of  forty-five  to  any  of  these  appointments. 
The  appointments,  as  has  been  explained 
on  previous  occasions,  are  in  the  custo- 
mary course  of  promotion  only  in  the 
technical  sense,  that  is  to  say,  a  fresh  Civil 
Service  certificate  is  not  necessary.  These 
posts  require  special  qualifications,  and 
are  given  by  selection,  and  not  by 
seniority  or  as  a  right  of  promotion. 

FATAL   ACCIDENT   TO  A  DOCK 
LABOURER   AT  GARSTON. 

Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  coroner's  inquest  held  at  the 


Blackburn  Arms,  Garston,  upon  the  dead 
body  of  a  dock  labourer,  named  Peter 
Mallor,  who  had  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  London  and  North- Western  Railway 
Company,  and  assisting  to  load  a  steamer 
called  the  "  Emerald,"  when  he  was  killed 
by  the  falling  on  his  head  of  a  drum 
laden  with  caustic  soda  ;  is  he  aware  that 
the  coroner  reflected  severely  upon  the 
employment  of  mere  boys  by  this  railway 
company  at  the  time  upon  the  "Emerald'  ; 
and  whether  the  hooks  carrying  the  drum 
were  defective,  and  had  not  previously 
been  examined  by  any  competent  inspec- 
tor ;  and  if,  in  the  interests  of  the  lives 
of  the  dock  labourers  and  youths  em- 
ployed by  this  railway  company,  he  will 
cause  full  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
case,  and  surrounding  circumstances. 

♦SirM.  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  report  of  this 
case,  and  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
coroner.  The  matter  is  now  being 
further  investigated  by  officers  of  the 
Factory  Department. 

THE  PETROLEUM  BILL. 
Mr.  TULLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  state  what  day  the 
Government  will  introduce  their  measure 
dealing  with  petroleum  ;  and  whether 
it  will  deal  with  the  question  of  the  flash 
point,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Select  Committee  that 
reported  last  year  to  the  House. 

•Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  No,  Sir, 
I  am  afraid  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
make  any  statement  as  to  a  petroleum 
Bill,  either  in  respect  of  its  introduction 
or  its  contents. 

EMOLUMENTS  OF  LIGHTHOUSE 
KEEPERS. 

Mr.  NICOL  (Argyll)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  a 
reply  has  now  been  sent  by  the  authorities 
to  the  petition  of  the  lighthouse  keepers 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  an  increase  of 
pay  and  other  privileges  ;  and,  if  so,  if  he 
can  state  to  the  House  the  terms  and 
effect  of  the  reply. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  A 
new  scale  of  remuneration  for  lighthouse 
keepers,  as  proposed  by  the  three  light- 
house authorities,  has  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  I  am  informed 
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by  those  authorities  that  a  circular  em- 
bodying the  new  scale  is  on  the  point  of 
being  issued.  The  details  of  the  scale 
cannot  be  conveniently  embodied  in  reply 
to  a  question,  but  I  shall  be  happy  to 
furnish  my  hon.  friend  with  the  par- 
ticulars, in  writing,  if  he  desires  it. 

Mr.  NICOL :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman have  them  printed  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  hardly  think  that 
that  is  necessary.  The  particulars  shall 
be  distributed  to  those  interested. 

YOUGHAL  RIFLE  RANGE. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 
consequence  of  a  recent  breach  in  the 
sea  embankment,  the  rifle  range  at 
Youghal,  county  Cork,  has  become  flooded 
and  practically  useless ;  and  whether  the 
War  Office  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  co-operating  with  the  local  authorities 
and  with  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Company,  with  a  view  to  the 
execution  of  the  necessary  repairs. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  G.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  It  is  a  fact  that  the  range 
cannot  be  used  until  the  breach  in  the 
sea  wall  is  repaired.  Several  authorities 
are  interested  in  these  repairs,  which  have 
already  been  attempted,  but  without  suc- 
cess. A  further  report  on  the  circum- 
stances will  be  called  for. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Will  the 
Department  be  prepared  to  make  any 
contribution  towards  the  cost  of  carrying 
out  these  repairs? 

♦Mr.  "WYNDHAM  :  That  is  the  very 
question  which  will  be  decided  when 
we  have  the  report.  Several  authorities 
are  interested,  and  the  allocation  of  the 
responsibility  on  each  is  a  matter  which 
will  occupy  our  minds. 

LADYSMITH  BARRACKS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
East) :  I  beg  to  ask  tho  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  British 
troops  have  been  sent  back  from  tho  Mooi 
river  to  Ladysmith,  and  what  steps  have 
been  taken  to  improve  the  water  supply 
and  sanitary  condition  of  tho  aoooramodft- 
tion  at  Ladysmith. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Those  troops  had 
been  under  canvas  at  an  elevation  of  some 


5,000ft.  during  the  hot  weather;  they 
were  moved  back  into  huts  at  Ladysmith 
on  the  approach  of  the  cold  weather, 
when  enteric  fever  is  not  prevalent.  Fifty- 
three  thousand  pounds  has  been  spent  on 
improving  the  accommodation  at  Lady- 
smith, and  the  general  officer  command- 
ing has  been  instructed  to  postpone  other 
services  in  order  to  apply  the  largest 
possible  sum  to  sanitary  requirements  at 
that  station. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  Have  they,  then, 
been  brought  back  to  the  same  unhealthy 
quarters  and  huts  from  which  they  were 
removed  in  February  t 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Yes,  but  a  large 
portion  of  this  £53,000  has  been  spent  on 
improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  these 
very  quarters,  and  the  result  of  the  ex- 
penditure will  be  reaped  this  year. 

PRESBYTERIAN  SERVICES  FOR 
TROOPS  IN  INDIA. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  complaint  that  the  Episcopa- 
lian chaplains  attached  to  the  Army  in 
India  object  to  Presbyterian  services 
being  conducted  in  the  churches  pro- 
vided by  Government  for  Her  Majesty's 
troops,  and  that  in  consequence  Scottish 
Presbytorian  soldiers  are  compelled  to 
worship  in  riding  schools,  theatres,  and 
other  even  more  unsuitable  places : 
whether  there  is  any  foundation  in  fact 
for  this  complaint ;  and,  if  so,  upon  what 
grounds  the  exclusion  of  Presbyterian 
soldiers  from  the  use  of  churches  pro- 
vided by  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
worship  is  defended ;  and  whether  he 
has  taken,  or  means  to  take,  any  steps  to 
remove  the  grievance  complained  of. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Gkorce  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  For  some  time  past 
I  have  been  in  communication  with  the 
officials  of  the  Scotch  Church  with  a  view 
of  facilitating  tho  use  of  existing  build- 
ings for  divine  service  by  Presbyterians  in 
India.  In  consequence  of  representations 
which  reached  the.  Government  of  India, 
certain  changes  were  made  about  a  year 
ago  in  the  rules  which  govern  the  use  of 
Government  churches.  The  tendency  of 
those  changes  was  to  facilitate  the  use  of 
such'  churches  by  denominations  other 
than  the  Church  of  J  England.  Since  then, 
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a?  I  stitai  in  this  Hnss  oi   May  9,  the' 
only  changes  mado  in  those  rule3  have  1 
been  (1)  to  define  more  accurately  the  j 
religious  bodies  who  may  hold  services  in  | 
these  churches,  Presbyterians  being  ex- 
pressly included ;  and  (2)  to  make  the  , 
tinal  appeal,  in  case  of  difficulty,  lie  to 
the  Metropolitan,   whereas   up  to   last  J 
summer  the  final  decision  lay  with  the 
Bishop  of  the  diocese.    No  cases  of  diffi- 
culty or  hardship  under  the  new  rules 
have  as  yet  been  reported  to  me,  nor  am 
I  at  present  aware  of  any  reason  for 
taking  action  in  the  matter.  | 

PENSIONS     TO     SCOTTISH  SCHOOL 
TEACHERS.  . 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  ' 
Lord  Advocate  whether  he  will  state  the 
amount  of  the  pension  to  be  given  to  the 
teachers  in  Scotland  whoso  services  com- 
menced Iwfore  1851,  before  they  are  called 
upon  to  exercise  the  option  of  applying  | 
for  a  pension. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G.  i 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  Suporannu-  i 
atiom  Act  confers  no  special  benefit  on 
teachers  who  began  work  lwfore  1851.  A 
circular,  explaining  fully  the  conditions, 
has  been  sent  to  every  teacher  known  to 
be  in  service,  and  the  Department  will,  on 
application,  inform  a  teacher  of  the 
approximate  amount  of  his  allowance  if 
he  accepts  the  Act. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  May  I  ask  whether  , 
before  a  teacher  is  compelled  to  exercise  i 
his  option  as  to  whether  he  will  retire  or 
not,  he  will  be  informed  of  the  amount  of 
pension  he  is  to  get  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  MURRAY :  Yes,  if  he  1 
takes  his  pension  under  the  Act. 

MOUNTJOY  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS.  j 
Mr.  DOOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  [ 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  -  General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  letters  posted  in  Mountjoy 
Post  Office,  county  Tyrone,  after  9  a.m., 
do  not  arrive  in  the  neighbouring  county 
town  of  Dungannon  till  the  following 
day;  whether,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
great  inconvenience  resulting  from  this 
long  delay,  which  in  some  cases  amounts 
to  24  hours,  the  residents  of  Mountjoy 
have  petitioned  the  postal  authorities  for 
an  evening  collection  similar  to  that 
which  is  in  force  in  the  adjoining  districts 
of  Arboe  and  Clonoe ;  and  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  grant  the  prayer  of  that 
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petition,  which  up  to  the  present  has  not 
been  acceded  to. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  It  is  the  case  that  letters  posted  at 
Mountjoy,  near  Dungannon,  after  9  a.m.  do 
not  arrive  at  Dungannon  till  the  following 
day.  The  reason  is  that  Mountjoy,  not 
being  on  the  homeward  route  of  the  post- 
man, has  not  hitherto  had  an  evening 
collection,  the  only  collection  being  made 
by  the  postman  when  delivering  at  9  a.m. 
Instructions  have,  however,  now  been 
given  for  an  evening  collection  to  be 
made  at  the  Mountjoy  Post  Office. 

LURtiAN  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  M'GHEE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster-General,  with  reference  to  the 
proposed  building  of  a  new  post  office  at 
Lurgan,  whether  ho  can  now  state  on 
what  site  the  new  building  will  be  con- 
structed ;  and,  whother,  considering  the 
grave  anxiety  in  Lurgan  owing  to  the 
delay  already  involved,  he  can  state 
about  what  date  the  erection  of  the 
building  will  be  commenced,  and  what 
period  will  be  allowed  for  the  completion 
of  the  works. 

Mr.   HANBURY:  I  regret  to  state 
that  little  progress  has  been  made  in  this 
matter    since    I    answered   the  hon. 
Member's  question  of  the  8th  ultimo. 
The  Board  of  Public  Works  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  design  a  suitable  building, 
.  for  erection  on  either  of  the  two  sites 
under  consideration,  the  cost   of  which 
1  would  not  bring  the  total  expenditure  for 
site  and  building  up  to  an  amount  far  in 
I  excess    of   what  the  business  would 
warrant. 

POSTMEN'S  PAY. 

Mr.  GILES  (Cambridge,  Wisbech) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
1  as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  the  test  applied  by  the  Post 
Office  authorities  in  determining  whether 
the  postmen  in  a  district  are  entitled  to  a 
I  higher  grade  of  pay  is  the  cost  of  living 
in  or  the  population  of  that  district. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Population  is  the 
!  first  and  principal  test,  but  it  is  constantly 
modified  by   exceptional   local  circum- 
|  stances,  such  as  the  high  cost  of  living  or 
'  high  price  of  labour.^ 
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DUBLIN  TELEGRAPHISTS'  HOURS  OF 
DUTY. 

Mr.  DAVITT :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster-General,  whether,  on  Whit 
Monday,  the  telegraphists  employed  at 
11,  Regent  Street  (West  Side)  Post 
Office,  who  were  on  duty  for  eight  con- 
secutive hours,  and  forbidden  to  leave 
the  building,  were  unable  to  obtain  food 
or  refreshment  owing  to  the  absence  of 
the  caterer ;  whether  overtime  is  com- 
pulsory on  the  female  telegraphists, 
owing  to  the  office  being  shorthanded ; 
and  whether  an  hour's  overtime  per  day 
is  being  exacted  this  week  from  some  of 
these  lady  employees. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  At  the  Post  Office 
at  21,  Regent  Street,  to  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed the  hon.  Member  refers,  only 
eight  of  the  twenty-four  telegraphists  on 
duty  on  Whit  Monday  attended  for  as 
much  as  eight  hours.  It  was  by  the 
general  consent  of  the  staff  that  the 
attendant  was  absent  for  that  day,  the 
staff  having  previously  arranged  to  pro- 
vide their  own  meals,  as  they  wished  the 
attendant  to  have  a  holiday,  and  none  of 
them  expressed  any  desire  to  leave  the 
building  for  refreshment  during  the  day. 
The  office  in  question  has  its  full  staff. 
Overtime  is  compulsory  on  female  tele- 
graphists, as  on  all  other  Post  Office 
servants,  when  necessity  requires. 
During  the  Derby  Week  five  tele- 
graphists at  this  office  voluntarily  per- 
formed between  them,  during  five  days, 
seven  hours  extra  duty  in  all,  which  was, 
of  course,  paid  for  extra  at  the  autho- 
rised rate.  No  overtime  is  being  exacted 
this  week. 
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ADULTERATED  TEA. 

Mr.  CAREW  (Dublin,  College  Green) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secrotary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  that 
large  importations  of  tea  rejected  by  the 
Hamburg  and  New  York  Customs 
have  recently  been  passed  by  the  Eng- 
lish Customs,  and  sold  in  London, 
although  containing  up  to  20  per  cent,  of 
clay  and  sand,  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  price  of  common  teas 
has  advanced  50  per  cent.,  of  which  the 

SK>r  are  the  largest  consumers,  the 
overnment  will  insist  on  a  more  rigid 
inspection  of  all  future  importations  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  the  fraud. 


*Mr.  HANBURY :  The  Board  of  Cus- 
toms have  no  means  of  testing  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement  in  the  first 
paragraph.  As  was  stated  yesterday  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  in  reply  to  a  similar  ques- 
tion, a  full  inquiry  is  being  made,  and  if 
it  should  appear  advisable  to  alter  the 
existing  regulations  or  to  increase  the 
number  of  tea  inspectors,  the  necessary 
steps  will  be  taken  at  once.  Meantime, 
a  circular  has  been  issued  to  the  tea  in- 
spectors directing  them  to  administer  the 
existing  regulations  with  special  care. 

LICENCES  FOR  TRADESMEN'S  CARTS 
AND  VANS. 

Mr.  GILES :  I  beg  to  -ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware 
that  recently  tradesmen  in  rural  districts, 
especially  builders  and  plumbers,  have 
received  notice  from  the  collectors  of 
taxes  that  they  must  take  out  licences  for 
carts  and  vans  used  in  the  course  of  trade 
by  reason  of  their  sending  and  fetching 
their  workmen  in  such  carts  and  vans  to 
and  from  the  houses  and  places  where 
their  work  was  being  performed,  and  that 
the  Solicitor  to  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  had  expressed  the  opinion  that 
workmen  cannot  be  considered  goods  or 
burden  in  the  course  of  trade  or  husban- 
dry, within  the  meaning  of  32  and  33 
Vic,  c  14,  s.  19  (6);  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  this 
practice  has  prevailed  for  a  great  many 
years,  he  will  give  instructions  to  the 
collectors  of  taxes  not  to  exact  the 
carriage  duty  on  this  account  alone,  or 
will  take  steps  to  amend  the  provisions 
of  the  Act. 

*Mr.  HANBURY:  There  has  been  no 
change  of  practice  in  the  matter  as  stated 
in  the  question,  and  the  Act  is  51  Vict., 
c.  8.  The  exemption  of  trade-carts  ex- 
tends only  to  vehicles  which  are  con- 
structed or  adapted  for  use,  and  are  used 
solely  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  or 
burden  in  the  course  of  trade  or 
husbandry.  It  has  always  been  the  view 
of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  that 
workmen  do  not  come  within  the  meaning 
of  the  words  "  goods  or  burden."  The  pro- 
ceeds of  these  licences  are  now,  of  course, 
paid  over  to  the  Local  Taxation  Account. 

THE  CHINA  SQUADRON. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK :  1  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
the  summer  cruise   of  Her  Majesty's 
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squadron,  now  in  the  China  Seas,  has  been 
arranged ;  and,  if  so,  whether  Port 
Arthur  and  Talienwan  are  amongst  the 
ports  to  be  visited. 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  Yes,  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  station.  The 
ports  named  by  the  hon.  Member  are  not 
in  the  admiral  s  programme. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  state  the  reason  why 
these  interesting  ports  are  omitted  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  commander-in- 
chief  appears  to  have  formed  a  pro- 
gramme which  did  not  include  these 
ports. 

THE  COLONIAL  LOANS  FUND  BILL. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  It  might  be  convenient  to  the 
House  if  I  state  that  I  think  we  ought, 
on  public  grounds,  to  get  through  the 
stage  of  the  Colonial  Loans  Bill  which 
unfortunately  was  not  finished  last  night 
at  the  earliest  possible  date.  I  must 
therefore  put  it  first  on  Monday,  although 
I  hope  it  will  only  prevent  us  getting  on 
with  the  Scotch  Bill  by  a  very  short 
period. 

Mr,  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  any  indication 
as  to  what  are  the  public  grounds  that 
necessitate  any  hurry  in  regard  to  this 
Bill? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
I  can  answer  that  question,  but  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is,  I  know,  extremely  anxious 
that  the  Bill  should  be  got  through  for 
financial  reasons. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  He  did  not  state  them. 


SUPPLY  [13th  ALLOTTED  DAY]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1899-1900. 

CLASS  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £49,482,  be 
granted  lb  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 


necessary  to  defray  the  charge  winch  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Department  of 
Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs. ,T 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  The  reduction  which  I 
have  to  move  in  the  salary  of  Lord 
Salisbury  is  based  on  a  sad  case,  but  a 
clear  and  grave  case  of  neglect  by 
the  Government,  and  I  propose  to 
speak  on  one  other  question  only 
before  moving  it.  Last  year  I  moved 
a  reduction  in  the  salary  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  account  of  matters  which  had 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  previous 
twelve  months.  There  had  been  develop- 
ments in  connection  with  Tunis,  Siam, 
Madagascar,  and  China,  all  of  which  we 
wished  to  censure.  An  opinion  was 
expressed  that  the  Liberals  were  not 
agreed  in  their  views  on  foreign  policy ; 
but  every  Liberal  present  voted  for  the 
reduction,  which  had  the  support  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire.  Since  that  time  there 
has,  no  doubt,  on  the  Address  in  reply  to 
the  Queen's  Speech  this  year,  been  an 
attempt  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Devonport  (Mr.  Kearley)  again  to 
raise  the  question  of  Madagascar.  There 
has  been  a  new  Blue  Book  which  justified 
his  action,  for  it  shows  that  no  reply  has 
been  received  from  France  to  Lord  Salis- 
bury's remonstrance.  But  there  is  no  new 
material.  The  matter  was  covered  by  the 
reduction  which  I  moved  last  year.  We 
attacked  the  Government  with  regard  to  it 
last  year.  The  Blue  Book  of  this  year  is 
virtually  the  same  as  the  Blue  Book  of 
last  year,  for  the  whole  matter  has  arisen 
from  Lord  Salisbury's  neglect  in  1890. 
We  can  add  nothing  to  what  we  said  last 
year,  but  we  received  no  answer. 

*The  UNDER-SECRETARY  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  arguments  were 
very  fully  replied  to. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  do  not 
think  that  an  examination  of  Hansard 
will  bear  out  that  statement.  We  all 
agree  that  the  principal  events  in  foreign 
affairs  which  have  lately  happened,  the 
choice  of  our  representatives  to  the 
Hague,  and  the  Mid-Africa  delimitations, 
form  a  success  for  Lord  Salisbury — a  suc- 
cess to  set  against  many  failures.  Relations 
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with  France  are  better,  but  there  is  the 
as  yet  unexplained  incident  of  Muscat. 
The  Muscat  papers  have  virtually  been 
refused  to  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
papers  would  not  be  damaging  to  the 
cause  of  peace,  but  they  would  be  damag- 
ing to  the  Government.  They  are 
refused  on  the  shallow  pretext  that 
"  local  details  are  still  under  discussion." 
The  French  Government  has  told  its 
supporters  that  we  expressed  "profound 
regret "  for  something  which  they  term  an 
inconvcnance — that  is,  "an  unseemly  or  un- 
becoming act " — on  whose  part  ?  We  can 
all  agree  in  regretting  that  we  should  be 
placed  in  the  position  which  the  Govern- 
ment, by  refusing  papers,  seem  to  admit. 
The  one  subject  upon  which,  in  addition  to 
that  upon  which  I  have  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion, 1  wish  to  speak,  but  briefly — as  I  shall 
doubtless  be  followed  by  my  noble  friend, 
the  Member  for  York,  who  has  had  un- 
rivalled opportunities  of  forming  opinions 
on  the  spot — is  that  of  China,  which 
is  always  with  us.  The  recent 
arrangement  with  Russia  is  a  very 
partial  one,  apparently  a  mere  recogni- 
tion of  existing  facts,  leaving  all  dangerous 
matters  where  they  were.  It  is  exactly 
the  agreement  which,  on  the  12th  of 
August  of  last  year,  was  suggested  by 
Mr.  Lessar,  the  Russian  Charge  d'Affaires, 
to  the  Leader  of  this  House,  and  at  first 
cold-shouldered  by  the  Leader  of  this 
House.  The  Government  have  been  riding 
two  horses.  The  muddle  between  the 
policy  of  the  "  open  door  "  and  that  of  the 
Yang-tsze  sphere  has  led  to  confusion 
which  seems  to  have  caused  failure.  On 
this  point  I  think  the  House  is  really  as 
unanimous  as  it  was  unanimous  in  previous 
debates  with  regard  to  the  withdrawal 
of  our  ships  from  Port  Arthur  at  a 
moment  when  a  more  general  agreement 
with  Kussia  might  have  been  come  to, 
more  satisfactory  than  that  which  has  , 
been  tardily  made.  My  right  hon.  1 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Monmouth- 
shire last  year  adopted  and  made  his  own  i 
upon  this  point  all  what  he  called  tho  I 
"  very  just  criticism  of  the  Member  for  I 
Chester " — in  other  words,  in  the  first ' 
place,  criticism  on  the  invitation  to 
.Russia  to  come  to  Port  Arthur,  without  I 
any  arrangement  with  Kussia  at  the  time  \ 
when  one  could  have  been  made ;  and 
secondly,  on  the  absurdity  of  the  Yang-tsze 
scheme  unless,  which  the  Government  do 
not  intend,  effective  occupation  of  the 
Yang-tsze  Valley  should  be  brought  about. 

Sir.  Citarles  JJiUce. 


I  A  paper  which  supports  the  Government 
said  the  other  day  that,  of  the  two 
!  policies,  the  integrity  of  China  was  gone, 
I  and  the  sphere  policy  had  prevailed,  but 
that  all  China  was  likely  to  become  the 
i  Russian  sphere  ;  and  this,  I  confess,  seems 
,  to  me  to  be  the  net  result  of  the  Govern- 
ment policy.  Its  effect  has  certainly  been 
a  wonderfully  rapid  growth  of  Russian 
influence  at  Pekin,  and  all  now  see  that 
I  the  Chinese  Empire,  as  we  prophesied  last 
I  year  would  be  the  case,  is  taking  its  place 
1  with  Turkey  and  Persia  among  the  fringe 
j  of  empires  under  the  protection  of  Kussia 
!  which  surround  that  Empire  on  the  east 
and  south  and  west.  The  now  obvious 
exposure  of  the  Chinese  capital  to  Russian 
land  attack  is  a  curious  commentary  on 
the  reasons  which  were  given  here  for  the 
occupation  of  Wei-hai-wei.  I  read  in  the 
"Naval  Annual"  for  this  year  (a  book 
which,  on  the  whole,  has  always  been 
friendly  to  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
miralty) "  Russia  should  be  able  to  hold 
Manchuria,"  and,  as  I  read  the 
passage,  whatever  she  can  reach  from 
Manchuria  by  land,  "  notwithstanding  our 
command  of  tho  sea."  I  leave,  however, 
the  Government  policy  in  China  to  my 
noble  friend  the  Member  for  York  and 
others,  and  pass  at  once  to  that  matter 
which  stands  in  such  a  position  that  a 
reduction  on  tho  vote  is  the  only  adequate 
means  of  expressing  with  regard  to  it 
what  I  feel.  The  story  of  the  Waima 
incident  is  one  of  the  strangest  kind.  In 
November,  1893,  Colonel  Ellis,  command- 
ing our  forces  in  Sierra  Leone,  was  warned 
by  a  confidential  telegram  from  the  Home 
Government  that  the  French  were  near 
the  frontier,  and  that  he  was  to  be  careful. 
His  letters  home  show  that  he  was  most 
careful,  and  that  he  wrote  warning  the 
French  of  his  approach.  On  the  23rd 
Decern ber  a  French  force  attacked  a  force 
of  the  1st  West  India  Regiment  and 
police.  They  killed  Captain  Lendy, 
D.S.O.,  Lieutenant  Liston,  Lieutenant 
Wroughton,  one  sergeant-major,  four 
privates  West  India  Regiment,  two  Sierra 
Leone  police,  and  severely  wounded  fifteen 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  and 
two  police.  The  French  lost  one  officer 
and  two  men  killed,  and  a  few  wounded. 
On  Christmas  Day,  1893,  Colonel  Ellis 
wrote  to  the  Government  a  letter  pub- 
lished in  the  London  Gazette,  in  which  he 
said — 

*'  That  Waima  is  well  within  the  sphere  of 
British  influence  is,  1  think,  beyond  ques- 
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And  he  added  definite  explanations  which  J 
seemed  to  prove  this.  A  letter  from  I 
Colonel  Ellis  to  the  French  commandant,  ! 
also  published  in  London  Gazette,  and  his 
letters  home  make  it  clear  that  Ellis  had  no 
doubt  that  Waima  was  within  our  sphere, 
and  that  the  French,  on  consideration, 
did  not  assert  that  it  was  either  French 
or  Liberian.  Colonel  Ellis  mentioned  in 
his  letters  home  that  he  had  letters  from 
the  French  commandant  showing  how 
very  far  the  French  had  previously  pene- 
trated into  the  British  sphere,  and  the 
fact  is  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Captain 
Lendy  to  his  mother,  written  before  the 
engagement,  which  she  has.  Colonel 
Ellis  was  knighted  and  died.  On  the 
12th  February,  1894,  Lord  Rosebery 
wrote  to  the  mother  of  one  of  the  officers 
killed  that  he  was  "determined"  that 
the  matter  "shall  be  probed  and  ex- 
amined to  the  uttermost. '  Before,  how- 
ever, making  a  formal  demand  on  France 
for  reparation  the  Government  consulted 
the  Astronomer  Royal,  and  they  also  sent 
up  surveying  parties  to  the  neighbour- 
hood, whose  work  is  mapped  in  Trotter's 
"Sources  of  the  Niger."  After  two  years 
inquiry  and  survey,  Colonel  Ellis's  view 
was  fully  confirmed.  When  the  payment 
of  £10,000  was  proposed  as  compensation 
to  the  French  Missions  in  Uganda  for 
action  by  Colonel  Lugard,  which  had 
been  approved  and  justified  by  the 
Government,  some  of  us  offered  opposi- 
tion on  the  ground  that  the  Waima 
matter  ought,  at  least,  to  be  settled  at  the 
same  time.  We  were  beaten,  and  the 
money  was  paid  over  to  the  Cardinal 
Archbishop  of  Westminster  to  disburse 
among  the  French  and  Alsatian  claimants  : 
that  is,  this  somewhat  similar  claim  was 
dealt  with  and  settled  by  itself.  On  the 
18th  March,  1898,  I  pressed  with  regard 
to  this  matter  a  question  which  was 
followed  by  a  correspondence  between 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Lambeth 
(Sir  Henry  M.  Stanley)  and  the  then 
Under  Secretary  of  State,  in  which  Mr. 
Curzon  denied  that  the  position  of  Waima 
was  known  at  the  time,  but  admitted 
that  the  former  Government  had,  after 
full  investigation,  "included  the  ques- 
tion of  compensation  among  the  bases  of 
discussion  at  the  African  Conference  in 
Paris"  in  1894-5.  That  Conference  was 
held  at  the  end  of  1894  and  beginning  of 
1895.  If,  as  Mr.  Curzon  stated,  the  posi- 
tion of  Waima  was  proporly  "deter- 
mined'' "in  1895,"  why,  then,  was  the 
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matter  not  actively  pressed  after  the  de- 
termination in  1895?  On  the  1st  April, 
1898,  the  matter  was  mentioned  by  the 
Member  for  the  Swansea  district;  on 
the  19th  April  I  was  informed  that  the 
frontier  was  not  finally  determined  till 
1896.  On  the  28th  April  I  asked  whether 
it  was  the  case  that  compensation  had 
distinctly  been  refused  by  France  before 
the  15th  September,  1895.  This  was 
denied  by  the  Leader  of  the  House ;  but 
the  information  is  contained  in  a  letter 
from  Lord  Dufferin,  our  then  Ambassador 
in  Paris,  to  the  widow  of  one  of  the 
officers  killed.  On  the  6th  May,  1898, 
the  senior  Member  for  Portsmouth  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  a 
question  on  the  subject,  in  the  answer  to 
which  hope  was  held  out  that  the  matter 
would  be  settled,  and  a  suggestion 
was  made  of  temporary  help  pending 
settlement.  Temporary  help  has  been 
given  in  one  case  only,  though  not 
out  of  taxes.  On  the  same  day  the 
Member  for  the  Swansea  district  put 
another  question  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  who  confirmed  the 
statement  that  the  position  of  Waima 
was  substantially  known  at  the  time  of 
the  incident,  although  not  astronomically 
determined  until  1895,  or  "finally  deter- 
mined" till  1896.  On  the  28th  June, 
1898,  a  question  was  asked  by 
the  Member  for  Chester  (Mr.  Yerburgh), 
when  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  re 
peated  that  the  matter  was  then  included 
in  general  negotiations  with  France,  and 
that,  pending  the  result,  a  grant  to  the 
families  of  those  slain  was  under  con- 
sideration. No  such  grant  was  ever 
made,  except  the  one  advance  just 
named  of  £100  from  the  Patriotic  Fund. 
On  the  14th  July,  1898,  there  came  a 
sudden  change  in  the  Government  posi- 
tion, and  that  Government  wrote  to  the 
French  for  compensation,  treating  the 
matter,  not  in  connection  with  others,  but 
as  one  apart.  On  the  21st  July,  in  reply 
to  the  Member  for  the  Leek  Division  of 
Staffordshire,  the  Government  admitted 
this,  but  said  that  no  reply  had  l>een  re- 
ceived from  France.  No  reply  has  been 
received,  as  I  understand,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  ;  "yet  the  Uganda  compensation 
has  been  paid.  On  the  1st  August  last 
year  the  hon.  Member  for  Chester  asked 
if  a  Supplementary  Estimate,  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  pending  the  settlement, 
could  be  proposed.  The  Under  Secretary 
said  that  "  should  a  Supplementary  Vote 
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be  required,  it  would  be  asked  for  in  that !  her  daughter  alone  in  the  world, 
financial  year."     The  financial  year  ex-  j  Of  the  two  other  officers,  one  has  left 


pired  with  last  March,  and  nothing  has 
been  asked  for,  in  spite  of  the  need  and  of 
the  promises.  Coming  to  the  present 
year,  on  the  13th  February,  the  member 
for  the  Leek  Division  asked  again  with 
regard  to  compensation,  and  the  present 
Under  Secretary  of  State  related  a  long 
story,  ending  "any  case  of  urgency  will 
be  considered."  Several  of  the  cases  are 
urgent.  Nothing  has  been  done  in 
addition  to  the  grant  of  £100  to  one  widow 
last  year.  On  the  2nd  March  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hampstead  brought 
out  the  fact  of  the  isolated  treat- 
ment of  this  subject  on  the  14th  Jul)' 
of  last  year,  and  of  the  receipt  from 
France  of  no  reply.  But  by  this  time  the 
Government  had  come  back  again  to  the 
old  position,  and  said  that  they  were 
treating  the  matter  in  connection  with 
other  claims  arising  out  of  affairs  in  West 
Africa.  On  the  16th  March  the  Member 
for  the  Wick  Burghs,  and  on  the  1 7th 
March  the  Member  for  the  Swansea 
District,  elicited  the  fact  that  the  matter 
was  before  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 


a  widow  and  three  children.  They  have 
received  from  the  Government  a  nomina- 
tion to  Wellington,  and  £100,  which  went 
to  pay  the  doctor's  bills  for  the  widow's 
premature  confinement  from  shock  and 
grief,  but  the  lady  is  forced  to  eke 
out  her  income  by  sewing,  the  pension 
being  insufficient.  And  the  other  mother, 
who  is  also  a  widow,  has  lost  her  only 
son.  She  has  one  other  lady  dependent 
upon  her,  who  is  earning  her  livelihood  as 
a  typewriter.  These  are  cases  of  extra- 
ordinary hardship.  But  I  am  concerned 
with  the  blot  upon  the  administration  of 
the  Foreign  Office  that  its  treatment  of 
the  matter  has  involved,  and,  having 
followed  it  closely  since  the  time  when 
the  incident  occurred,  I  feel  that  I  have  no 
alternative  but  to  move  the  reduction, 
which  I  commend  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  The  two  matters  that  I  have 
brought  forward,  that  of  Waima  and  that 
of  China,  are  both  examples  of  imbecility 
in  the  classical  sense  of  that  word  :  want 
of  firmness  of  purpose,  or  distinct  ideas 
clearly  set  before  us.  The  energies  of  the 


incident,  and  three  years  after  the  accu- 
rate determination  of  the  facts,  we  have 
got  as  far  as  asking  our  own  people  what 
is  our  case.  On  the  23rd  March  the 
Member  for  the  Leek  Division  discovered 
that  no  exact  amount  has  ever  been  asked 
for  from  France,  although  France  asked 
for  a  definite  amount  from  us  in  the 
Uganda  case;  in  other  words,  we  have 
merely  asked  a  vague  question  of  France 
as  to  her  willingness  to  pay  compen- 
sation, to  which,  naturally,  no  reply  has 
been  returned.  On  the  24th  March  the 
Member  for  Chester  discovered  from  the 
Government  that  the  matter  was  not  in- 


So  that  five  and  a-half  years  after  the  I  Foreign  Office  have  been  too  much  taken  up 

'  with  Africa  to  enable  the  affairs  of  China  to 
be  properly  dealt  with.  There  was  a  time 
last  year  when  the  Foreign  Office  appeared 
to  have  set  before  itself  the  policy  of 
alliances,  specially  intended  to  affect  the 
Chinese  situation — alliance  with  a  military 
Power  (Germany),  alliance  with  the 
United  States  and  with  Japan.  The  most 
welcome,  the  policy  of  alliance  with  the 
United  States,  as  we  pointed  out,  is  not  a 
practical  policy,  for  nobody  in  the  United 
States  desires  a  fighting  or  war  alliance. 
The  one  thing  necessary,  however,  above 
all,  is  clearness  of  foresight  and  of  pur- 
pose, and  that  is  what  has  been  conspi- 


cluded  in  the  recent  African  negotiations  1  cuously  wanting,  especially  in  the  case  of 
with  France,  but  "  is  being  dealt  with  1  Chin*, 
separately."    A  more  humiliating  story  ! 
was  never  placed  before  the  House  of  I 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed 

"That  Item  A  (Salaries)  I*  reduced  l»y 
£100.  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  Secretaiy 
of  State."-  (Sir  Charles  Dilfa.) 


Commons.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  families  of  the 
native  police,  nor  of  those  of  the 
gallant  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men  of  the  West  India  regiment. 
The  circumstances  of  the  survivors  left 
by  the  British  officers  killed  are  known  to 
me.  One  of  the  mothers,  aged  seventy, 
has  lost  both  her  sons  in  Africa.  The 
death  of  the  one  killed  at  Waima,  a 
most  distinguished  officer  of  the  Derby-  j  I  should  like  to  express  my  concurrence 
shire  regiment,  has  left  that  lady  and  !  in  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on 

Sir.  Charles  DiVce. 


Lord  CHARLES  BERESFOKP 
(York) :  The  right  hon.  Baronet  has 
brought  two  cases  before  the  Committee, 
and  one  I  think  I  may  describe  as  very 
humil  iatin  s  — I  refer  to  the  Waima  i  ncident' 
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the  matter.  The  facts  of  the  case  are  I  from  is  the  weakness  of  the  Opposition, 
these  :  The  Government  has  acknow-  '  A  weak  Opposition  means  a  weak  Govern- 
ledged  that  these  poor  ladies  do  deserve  I  ment,  and  a  strong  Opposition  a  strong 
some  compensation,  and  they  have  asked  j  Government.  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
the  French  Government  to  pay  it.  As  into  the  reasons  which  brought  us  into 
far  as  I  understand  it,  the  French  I  our  present  position.  I  want  to  tako 
Government  did  not  answer  the  letter  for  1  things  just  as  they  are.  I  freely  acknow  - 
a  very  long  time,  and  when  eventually  ledge  that  the  Government  have  had 
they  did  answer  it  they  refused  to  pay  ,  a  very  difficult  time  in  their  foreign 
anything.  Three  British  officers  were  1  policy ;  they  have  had  difficulties  with 
shot  by  French  troops  at  a  point  twelve  i  many  nations,  but  I  maintain  that  most 
miles  within  our  own  boundaries — within  of  these  difficulties  are  now  settled,  anil 
our  sphere  of  influence — and  their  widows  I  that  this  question  of  China  ought  to  bo 
and  children  can  get  no  compensation,  j  brought  prominently  forward,  and 
What  a  contrast  between  this  case  and  more  ought  to  be  done  than 
the  one  in  which  our  Government  is  being  attempted  at  present.  Now, 
promptly  paid  £10,000  to  the  Uganda  what  are  the  dangers  with  regard 
missionaries  !  And,  above  all,  the  to  the  future  ?  One  is  in  regard  to  tho 
Government  sent  out  a  Commission  to  position  of  Russia  in  the  North  ;  and  the 
find  out  the  exact  spot  where  the  affair !  other  is  that  there  is  likely  to  be  very 
took  place.  It  took  two  years  to  do  its  shortly  a  rebellion  in  China.  There  have 
work.  Why  did  they  not  send  to  the  j  already  been  rebellions  there,  but  that 
naval  officer  at  the  nearest  station  ?  He  ,  there  will  be  some  more  very  heavy  re- 
vrould  have  done  the  work  in  three  days,  j  bellions  in  the  near  future  I  have  not  the 
I  must  say  that  what  has  occurred  in  this  slightest  doubt.  There  are  two  policies, 
case  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any  Govern-  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  pointed  out 
ment,  whichever  .party  might  be  in  — one  is  the  policy  of  the  open  door  and 
power.  I  now  come  to  a  question  !  the  other  is  the  policy  of  ffmeres  of  in- 
of  great  interest  to  the  people  of  i  fluence.  From  what  I  can  gather  from 
this  country,  and  particularly  to  all  I  Her  Majesty's  Government  they  have 
connected  with  trade  and  commerce.  |  been  bellowing  very  loudly  for  the  open 
I  consider  it  to  be  one  of  the  gravest  I  door,  but  they  have  been  working  all  the 
problems  this  country  has  ever  faced  ;  it  time  for  the  spheres  of  influence.  What 
is  a  problem  which  requires  immediate  they  have  really  been  doing  is  drifting, 
attention,  and  certainly  wiser  statesman-  and  doing  nothing  at  all.  1  have  heard 
ship  than  it  has  yet  received.  What  is  it  said  that  the  Government  are  deceiving 
the  problem  ?  It  is,  that  we  have  to  i  the  people,  and  I  want  to  corroborate  it 
secure  our  trade  in  that  great  country  of  i  by  saying  that  they  have  deceived  me. 
China.  This  is  a  matter  of  vast  import-  When  I  went  out  to  China  I  was  abso- 
ance  to  our  working  classes.  Wherever  lutely  certain  that  the  Government  policy 
we  look  we  see  that  our  markets  are  was  that  of  the  open  door,  and  not  only 
getting  very  circumscribed,  thanks  to  the  !  to  keep  the  door  open,  but  to  put  the 
competition  which  we  have  to  meet.  It  house  in  order  on  the  other  side.  When 
is  not  a  question  of  territory  that  makes  1 1  get  home  again  I  find  from  the  declara- 
trade  ;  it  is  one,  rather,  of  population,  and  '  tions  of  the  Government  that  they  are 
the  population  of  China  is  enormous,  1  certainly  working  towards  the  policy  of 
exceeding  400,000,000.  What  is  the  the  spheres  of  influence,  and  against  the 
struggle  going  on  in  China  ?  It  is  a  '  open  door.  Why,  the  two  things  are 
struggle  between  nations  who  want  trade  t  imcompatible,  and  you  must  have 
and  nations  who  seek  territory.  Nations  either  the  one  policy  or  the  other 
are  represented  by  governments,  and  I  or  else  you  will  drift  on  to  the  rocks  as 
say  that  the  present  Government  are  certain  as  possible.  I  maintain  that  the 
doing  nothing  whatever  to  secure  or  people  of  this  country  do  not  know  the 
develop  our  trade  with  China.  It  may  I  importance  of  our  policy  in  China.  We 
Ik;  suggested,  in  consequence  of  the  j  must  take  into  consideration  that  our 
lemarksl  am  about  to  make,  that  I  ought  j  trade  of  this  country  amounts  to  a  total 
to  belong  to  the  Opposition.  I  do  not  i  of  £970,000,000,  and  I  quite  understand 
think  so  by  any  means,  but  I  do  hope  that  the  commercial  classes  of  this 
that  my  criticism  will  be  most  fair.  One  •  country  would  think,  if  we  were  to  interfere 
of  the  main  things  we  are  now  suffering  j  in  a  strong  measure  or  upon  lines  which 
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might  bring  about  war,  that,  for  the  sake 
of  the  £35,000,000  of  trade  which  we  do 
with  China,  we  might  jeopardise  the 
whole  of  the  £935,000,000  we  do  with 
other  countries.  But  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  argument  at  all.  If  we  had  begun  to 
lose  our  trade  in  China  this  country 
would  certainly  have  been  in  a  worse 
position  than  now.  Now,  what  does  that 
£35,000,000  of  trade  with  China  mean  1 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  I  think  the  noble 
lord  said  the  trade  of  China  was 
£970,000,000. 

Lord  CHAS.  BERESFORD  :  No.  I 
said  that  £970,000,000  was  the  total 
trade  of  the  Empire.  My  point  was  that, 
taking  the  £35,000,000  from  the  total, 
it  left  £935,000,000  as  the  amount 
of  trade  we  do  with  other  countries,  and 
those  people  who  wero  interested  in  the 
larger  sum  might  be  disinclined  to  do 
anything  which  might  jeopardise  that 
trade  by  doing  something  with  the 
object  of  protecting  this  £35,000,000. 
Now  what  does  our  trade  with 
China  represent  ?  If  I  take  the  cost  of 
the  raw  material  and  what  the  merchants 
provide,  it  will  about  represent  the  wages 
and  rent  of  350,000  people  in  this  country. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  very  fair  computation, 
and  if  I  am  not  right  I  hope  some  hon. 
Gentleman  with  a  more  technical  head 
than  I  have  will  correct  me.  With 
reference  to  the  open  door  policy  I  main- 
tain that  the  door  is  closed  now.  I  main- 
tain that  directly  you  allowed  the  Russians 
to  interfere  with  purely  commercial  enter- 
prise, as  they  did  in  the  case  of  the 
Shanghai-Kiang  Railway,  the  open  door 
was  as  effectively  closed  as  if  you  had  put 
a  tariff  on  our  goods.  What  happened  1 
I  asked  my  right  hon.  friend  below  me  if 
all  was  true  that  I  read  in  the  Blue-book, 
for  in  that  book  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
the  British  Minister  told  the  Russian 
Minister  at  Pckin  that  the  British 
Government  would  not  tolerate  any 
interference  with  the  contract  made 
between  the  British  Corporation  and  the 
Chinese  Government  with  regard  to  this 
railway.  My  hon.  friend  says  that  the 
British  Corporation  agreed  to  this  inter- 
ference ;  but  they  did  nothing  of  the 
sort.  The  Corporation  agreed  because 
the  Govemment  told  them  to  scratch 
out  two  clauses  which  the  Russians  ob- 

Lord  Charles  Beresford. 


jected  to,  and  it  was  on  that  objection 
that  our  Minister  said  that  the  British 
Government  would  not  tolerate  any 
interference.  I  have  said  once  or  twice 
before — but  it  has  been  made  out  that 
I  am  wrong — that  our  treaties  had  been 
completely  broken  in  China,  and  abso- 
lutely broken.  I  was  told  that  I  was 
altogether  wrong,  but  if  hon.  Members 
can  understand  this  book  they  will  find  on 
page  7,  in  Dispatch  14,  from  Mr.  Balfour 
to  Sir  Charles  Scott,  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  himself  says : 

"An  undoubted  breach  of  our  treaty  righto 
with  China  is  involved  therein," 

that  is  to  say,  if  the  Russians  persisted 
in  this  matter  of  interfering  with  com- 
mercial enterprises.  Mr.  Lcssar  said  that 
he  did  not  deny  that  what  was  contem- 
plated constituted  a  breach  of  the  treaty ; 
but  what  was  contemplated  was  carried  out, 
and  tho  Tien-tain  Treaty  has  been  broken 
with  regard  to  the  Shanghai-Kiang  Rail- 
way. Therefore  we  have  no  rights  either 
in  Shantung  or  Manchuria  according  to 
the  treaties  in  force.  That  is  absolutely  so. 
By  the  treaty  I  have  alluded  to  we  were 
allowed  to  have  those  rights  in  Man- 
churia, but  those  rights  have  been  abso- 
lutely nullified  now,  because  Russia  has 
told  us  that  we  must  not  go  there.  Now 
I  come  to  the  open  door.  Upon  this 
policy  the  Govemment  have  certainly 
"  taken  in  "  one  of  their  most  energetic 
supporters.  There  was  nobody  so  violent 
as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon 
this  point,  for  he  was  prepared  to  fight 
for  the  open  door  with  great  violence. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  so  in 
his  speech.  Now  I  come  to  my  right 
hon.  friond  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
who  was  going  to  arm  himself  with  a 
"long  spoon,"  and  he  was  all  for  the 
open  door.  Then  I  come  to  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  who  was  more  vigorous 
than  anybody  else  over  the  open  door. 

♦The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square):  I  never  spoke  al>out  it. 

LORD  CHARLES  BERESFORD  : 
What  did  he  do  ?  Why,  he  came  down 
here  and  asked  the  House  to  vote  four 
battleships,  four  cruisers,  and  twelve 
torpedo  boats.  What  for?  Why,  to 
protect  our  trade  and  commerce,  and  our 
trade  and  commerce  caryiot  exist  without 
the  open  dc*r.   Surely  th,t  i.  »n  ergu- 
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merit  on  my  side.    Well,  I  do  say  that 
very  big  words  were  used,  and  I  say  that 
with  regard  to  China  we  have  seen  them 
followed  by  very  small  deeds.    It  would 
have  been  better  if  the  Government  had 
done  something  in  a  strong,  clear,  and 
definite  way    which    everybody  could 
understand,  than  to  have  done  nothing 
whatever.      Now,      the      right  hon. 
Baronet  has    made  an  allusion  to  a 
statement  of  mine,  but  I  do  not  think  that 
I  ever  used  the  word  "  alliance."  I  was  very 
careful  not  to  do  it  in  America,  because 
I  knew  that  I  should  be  metaphorically 
jumped  on  immediately.    There  has  been 
no  suggestion  yet  made  to  solve  this 
problem  of  the  future  between  China  and 
this  country.    My  suggestion  was  that 
the    four     countries — Great  Britain, 
America,  Japan,  and  Germany — should 
go  to  the   Chinese    and    say :    "  We 
have  got  so  much  trade  with  you,  and 
we  will  ask  you  to  allow  us  to  take  over 
your  army  and  we  will  put  it  right  for 
you."   It  would  be  a  Chinese  Army  with 
probably  an  Englishman  at  its  head,  but 
I  do  not  see  anything  very  absurd  in 
that    I  have  only  suggested  that  you 
should  do  in  the  case  of  the  Chinese  Army 
what  you  have  already  done  with  the 
Chinese  Customs.    You  have  a  British 
man  over  the  Customs,  and  why  should 
you  not  have   a    British    man  over 
the   army  ?    I    must    say    that,  in 
speaking     with     memWs     of  other 
countries,  I  found  both  the  Russians  and 
the  French  were  equally  friendly  towards 
my  object.    The  mission  I  went  out 
upon  on  behalf  of  the  Associated  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce  was  to  be  as  friendly 
and  conciliatory  as  possible  with  every- 
body in  that  country,  and  I  found  that 
they  all  agreed  with  my  proposal.    I  may 
be  asked,  why  did  I  leave  out  France  and 
Russia.    I  did  so  because  I  am  a  busi- 
ness man.    France  and  Russia  have  no 
trade  in  China,  and  why  should  we  ask 
them  to  come  and  help  us  to  secure  our 
trade  1    But  even  under  this  proposal 
France  and  Russia  woukl  be  offered  an 
equal  opportunity  to  create  trade,  an 
opportunity  which  they  do  not  possess 
now.    It  has  been  said  that  Germany 
would  not  join  in  this  suggestion ;  but 
supposing  I  had  not  included  Germany, 
all  those  people  who  oppose  this  scheme 
would  have  said  this  was  a  mischievous 
proposal,  and  that  I  wanted  to  get  Eng- 
land, America,  and  Japan  against  the 
whole  of  Europe.    The  reason  why  I  put 


in  Germany  was  that  she  has  a  trade 
there  already,  and  I  may  inform  the 
House  that  I  have  the  most  complete 
sympathy  of  the  German  merchants  out 
there  with  the  idea  which  I  suggest.  I 
do  not  know    whether    the  Govern- 
ment has  tried   this  suggestion  with 
other  countries.    They  know  more  about 
it  than  I  do,  and  I  imagine  that  they  may 
have  approached  them.    If  they  have, 
and  these  countries  have  proposed  to  join 
us,  then  the  Government  should  let  the 
people  of  China  know  this.    I  think  we 
should  do  what  we  have  always  done 
before  whenever  we  have  had  any  of  our 
interests  in  danger,  that  is,  we  should 
take  the  lead  and  then  the  other  countries 
will  be  sure  to  follow.     I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  Americans  will  follow.  But 
in  Japan  I  got  a  most  distinct  intimation 
from  many  people  that,  if  Great  Britain 
led,  Japan  would  certainly  follow  on  this 
question.    There  is  another  point  about 
the  open  door.    Under  the  proposal  I 
made  it  would  not  cost  this  country  any- 
thing to  leave  the  door  open.  The  finances 
of  China  are  ample.    The  Budget  has 
already  made  provision  for  defence,  and 
the  arsenals  and  the  army  would  also 
be  amply  provided  for.    If  the  money 
was  expen  ded  as  was  intended,  we  would 
not  have  to  pay  a  single  shilling  extra  for 
getting  this  army  into  order.    And  it 
would  give  equality  of  opportunity  to  all 
nations.     The  open    door   would  not 
cost  this  country  one  shilling.    But  I  am 
absolutely  certain  that  if  we  drift  into 
spheres  of  influence  we  shall  drift  into 
war,  on  the  face  of  it.    Because  if  you  go 
into  spheres  of  influence  you  do  away 
with  the  properly  constituted  Chinese 
authorities,  and  what  are  you  going  to 
put  in  their  place  ?    You  will  have  to 
send  troops  there  to  maintain  order  and 
look  after  your  trade.     Now,  let  me 
refer  to  this  precious  Agreement.  First 
of  all  I  understand  Russia  proposed  the 
Agreement.    And  what  for?    At  the 
moment  she  proposed   that  Agreement 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  irritation  in  this 
country  about  the  Shanghai-Newchwang 
Railway.    Russia  has  extremoly  clever 
diplomatists,  and  they  know  that  there  is 
a  magic  word  in  this  country,  and  that 
word  is  "  peace,"  and  they  thought  that  if 
they   put   forward  this  Agreement  it 
would  be  an  Agreement  on  all  questions, 
and  that  it  would  take  in  our  own  people 
immensely.     They    put   forward  the 
Agreement  on  account  of  the  disturbance 
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amongst  our  people,  but  they  were 
astonished  to  find  that  our  Foreign  Office 
jumped  at  it  with  the  greatest  avidity. 
Russia  by  that  Agreement  forbade  us  to 
go  to  the  north  side  of  the  Great  Wall ; 
but  why  didn't  we,  directly  that  Agree- 
ment was  proposed  to  us,  propose  some- 
thing that  would  be  advantageous  to  our- 
selves? There  were  two  things  which 
would  have  been  of  great  advantage  to  us. 
One  was  that  Russia  should  not  under  any 
circumstances  have  put  on  preferential 
rates  on  the  railways.  The  other  was 
that  a  definite  definition  should  be  made 
of  that  part  of  the  Yang-tsze  country  to 
which  wo  were  supposed  to  have  some 
right.  It  would  hardly  be  believed,  but 
the  Foreign  Office  never  suggested  these 
things  at  all,  and  it  was  not  till  a  month 
afterwards  that  these  things  were  sug- 
gested to  Russia.  It  is  again  hardly  to 
be  believed  that  both  these  points  were 
refused  by  Russia.  There  is  a  despatch 
in  the  Blue  Book  in  which  Lord  Salisbury 
referred  to  what  these  spheres  should  be — 
the  Yang-tsze  and  the  provinces  of  Ho- nan 
and  Che-kiang — but  there  is  nothing 
whatever  in  regard  to  preferential 
rates.  Then  there  is  another  point. 
Directly  the  Russians  found  we  were  so 
anxious  to  come  to  this  agreement,  they 
secured  a  great  number  of  delays — every- 
body had  something  the  matter  with  him, 
or  someone  had  gone  on  holidays,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort.  At  any  rate,  they 
delayed  answering  the  questions  put  to 
them,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out,  it 
was  seven  or  nine  months  before  the 
Agreement  was  signed.  Now,  why  did 
Russia  object  to  the  insertion  of  these 
conditions  1  It  was  because,  when  the  time 
comes  when  she  is  in  a  proper  position 
to  put  on  these  preferential  rates,  she 
will  do  so.  I  should  like  to  do  away 
with  all  these  questions  of  sentiment. 
We  blame  other  countries  for  putting 
on  protective  tariffs.  Why  should 
they  not  1  Other  countries  know 
their  own  affairs  best.  We  have  gone  in 
for  the  open  door  and  Free  Trade,  be- 
cause it  is  best  for  our  people  and  for  our 
commerce.  They  put  on  their  tariffs 
because  it  is  best  for  them.  If  they  did 
not  put  on  their  tariffs  everyone  of  these 
countries  would  be  over- run  with  English 
and  American  travellers,  and  they  would 
not  have  a  chance  with  us  and  the  Ameri- 
cans at  our  own  trade.  At  the  same 
time  we  should  do  all  we  can  to  try  and 
keep  the  door  open  wherever  we  can. 

Lmd  Charles  Bercuford. 


There  is  another  point.  My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  answers  questions.  Now,  I  object 
to  the  way  he  answers  questions.  Some- 
times we  really  want  an  answer  to  the 
questions  we  put,  but  the  way  in  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  answers  them  is 
much  more  suitable  to  tho  nursery  than 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is  the  way 
of  the  Foreign  Office  and  some  of  their 
people  whom  I  have  met  abroad.  I  met 
a  gentleman,  who  was  not  the  Minister  at 
Pekin,  but  who  was  associated  at  Pekin 
with  the  Foreign  Office.  I  said  to  him, 
"  How  very  badly  things  are  going  on  in 
China,"  and  he  replied,  "  Not  at  all ;  they 
are  going  on  very  well  indeed." 

•Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Hear,  hear. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  I 
said,  "  I  have  just  read  the  Blue  Book, 
and  I  have  never  read  anything  so  shock- 
ing "  ;  and  he  replied,  "  Oh !  you  Members 
of  Parliament  must  know  that  there  are 
a  great  number  of  matters  that  we  don't 
put  in  the  Blue  Books."  I  said  "You 
want  me  to  l>elieve  that  the  Government 
put  in  the  Blue  Books  everything  against 
themselves  and  keep  up  their  sleeve 
everything  that  tells  for  them."  The 
Foreign  Office  appears  to  me  like  this  sort 
of  thing ;  that  if  London  were  occupied 
by  the  French,  they  would  say  it  was  the 
best  thing  under  the  circumstances.  What 
I  want  to  point  out  is  that  Lord  Salisbury 
himself  has  been  perfectly  open  about  the 
matter.  He  has  told  us  that  there  is 
nothing  whatever  in  it,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  I  may  say  that  he  has  laughed  at 
the  whole  thing  in  a  diplomatic  way. 
Here  is  what  Lord  Salisbury  himself 
says :  "  Her  Majesty's  Government  can- 
not but  note  the  scanty  dimensions  to 
which  it  has  been  reduced  by  these  long 
negotiations."  He  knows  perfectly  that 
there  is  nothing  in  it,  or  in  any  other 
Agreement  that  Russia  should  think  of 
making.  Russia  never  made  an  Agree- 
ment yet  except  for  her  own  advantage. 
She  does  not  break  the  Agreement  at  once, 
but  waits  till  the  time  is  suitable.  In 
saying  this  I  do  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  misunderstand  me.  I  don't  blame 
Russia  one  bit.  We  know  what  her  policy 
is.  But  I  do  blame  the  people  who  are 
continually  taken  in  by  that  policy.  And 
they  will  be  taken  in  again.  Russian 
diplomatists  are  very  clever,  and  they 
have  a  policy.  They  go  across  frontiers 
a  long  way,  and  whenever  a  re- 
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monstrance  is  made,  the  Russian 
general  goes  back,  but  he  never 
goes  back  to  where  he  came  from,  but 
remains  a  long  way  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  frontier.  While  Lord  Salisbury  was 
laughing  at  this  question,  the  Cabinet  were 
most  triumphant ;  and  when  I  heard  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  bringing  out 
all  the  advantages  and  benefits  to  trade 
and  to  the  peace  of  the  world,  and  all  the 
other  things  that  were  going  to  come  out 
of  this  Agreement,  the  tears  came  into  my 
eyes.  I  must  say  that  I  agree  with  Lord 
Salisbury.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
anything  in  that  Agreement  which  is 
worth  anything.  In  that  Agreement, 
which  we  have  signed,  the  Russians  have 
a  right  to  run  a  railway  to  the  south- 
west of  Pekin.  We  see  in  the  Press — 
and  I  always  believe  the  Press — that  this 
is  a  fact,  and  that  if  Russia  does  run  that 
railway  it  will  compete  with  a  railway  in 
which  British  capital  has  been  invested 
on  the  faith  of  Chinese  assurances  as  well 
as  those  of  our  own  Government  that  it 
would  not  be  interfered  with.  If  that 
railway  is  made  I  want  to  know  what  is 
to  become  of  the  large  properties  of  the 
Pekin  Syndicate,  and  what  will  become  of 
all  that  English  capital  which  has  been 
invested  there.  Moreover,  what  will 
become  of  that  country  which  is  not 
designated  the  Yang-tsze  region,  which 
has  no  boundary,  and  about  which  no 
agreement  has  been  come  to  with  Russia  1 
I  hope  the  Government  will  put  their  foot 
down  on  this  question  if  on  nothing  else. 
We  gave  over  to  Russia  the  Newchwang 
Railway,  I  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  peace. 
Why  should  not  Russia  give  in  to  us  about 
the  railway  to  Pekin  ?  If  the  railway  goes 
to  Pekin,  Russia  must  dominate  the  whole 
of  China,  and  that  would  become  a  more 
serious  question  than  anything  else  for 
this  country.  My  own  opinion  is  that  if 
our  Government  would  put  their  foot 
down  over  this  question  they  would  find 
that  Russia  would  not  make  the  railway. 
I  believe  that  it  is  a  very  clever  bit  of 
diplomacy.  I  do  not  think  they  ever 
intended  to  make  the  railway,  but  that 
they  imagined  we  would  object  to  it,  and 
that  they  would  Ije  able  to  say  on 
some  other  occasion,  ''You  sec  how 
we  gave  in  when  you  objected  to  the 
railway  to  Pekin."  Take  tho  otln  r  point 
of  policy  which  was  conveyed  in  the  term 
"spheres  of  influence."  I  object  alto- 
gether to  the  proposal  as  to  spheres  of 
influence,  and  I  shall  oppose  it  with  all 


my  might  as  long  as  I  can.  I  believe  that 
every  man  in  China,  every  corporation 
and  every  single  member  of  every  com- 
mercial community — and  they  know  their 
business  there — would  do  everything  they 
can  to  oppose  the  policy  of  spheres  of 
influence,  towards  which  the  Government 
are  most  certainly  drifting  as  fast  as  they 
can.  And  I  will  give  some  reasons  for 
my  position.  If  you  have  spheres  of 
influence  you  cannot  have  everything. 
You  will  have  to  give  up  a  large  amount 
of  your  trade  sooner  or  later.  You  cannot 
say  to  a  nation,  "  That  is  your  sphere  of 
influence,"  and  dictate  to  them  what 
they  are  to  do  with  it.  We  have 
never  been  able  to  do  it  yet.  And 
you  invite  a  hostile  tariff  if  you  go 
in  for  spheres  of  influence.  Look  at 
Madagascar,  Indo-China,  and  other  places, 
where  they  invariably  put  on  a  tariff 
against  your  trade.  Let  us  see  how  our 
trade  in  China  goes.  Our  total  trade  with 
China  is  35  millions.  Thirteen  millions 
of  these  are  with  the  provinces  of  Kwang- 
si  and  Kwang-tung,  which  are  in  the 
French  sphere  of  influence ;  and  3£ 
millions  are  with  Manchuria,  which  we 
might  as  well  at  once  acknowledge  as 
Russian.  There  is  no  sentiment  in  this 
country  which  can  drive  the  Russians  out 
of  Manchuria,  but  I  believe  there  is  a 
great  and  a  growing  sentiment  that  we 
should  have  a  definite  policy  in 
China;  that  we  should  know  what  we 
intend  to  allow  Russia  to  do,  and 
what  we  intend  to  do  ourselves. 
Under  the  sphere  of  influence  policy 
we  should  lose  Chifu,  Tien-tsin,  and 
Newchwang,  the  trade  of  which  is  seven 
millions  sterling,  equal  to  that  of  seven  of 
the  ports  in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley.  That 
will  give  some  sort  of  idea  of  what  we 
stand  to  lose  if  we  adopt  the  sphere  of 
influence  policy.  There  is  even  a 
greater  objection  than  that.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  with  a  sphere  of  influence 
we  must  have  military  occupation.  I  do 
not  believe  anyone  in  this  Committee  or 
even  in  this  country  wants  to  see  one 
single  acre  added  to  the  British  Empire. 
That  is  the  opinion  on  all  sides  of  the 
Committee,  and  it  is  a  common-sense 
opinion.    Our  Empire  is  too  big  now. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  No. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  Who 
says  no  1  I  will  ask  the  hon.  Member 
who  says  "  No  "  a  question.  Supposing 
we  had  disturbances  in  the  Cape  and  in 
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India,  and  that  at  the  same  time  we  had 
some  bother  with  another  country  as  we 
were  likey  to  have  had  in  France  recently, 
those  disturbances  would  not  be  naval  but 
military  questions ;  and,  even  if  we  had 
conscription,  would  we  have  enough  of 
men  to  settle  them  ]  We  would  not. 
Therefore  I  maintain  that  our  Empire  is 
quite  big  enough — in  fact,  it  is  too  big — 
already ;  and  anything  we  can  do  to  avoid 
adding  to  our  spheres  of  influence  or  our 
domination  of  any  character  must  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Empire.  There  is  one 
solution  of  the  difficulty  in  China,  and 
that  is  to  manage  the  armj'  on  exactly 
the  same  lines  as  the  Maritime 
Customs  are  managed.  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  it  whatever.  On  the  question  of 
men,  the  population  of  the  provinces 
which  we  are  supposed  to  have  under  our 
sphere  of  influence  is  176  millions.  We 
could  send  out  at  this  moment  about 
30,000  troops,  and  that  is  all,  unless  the 
Reserve  is  called  out.  I  daresay  it  may 
be  said  that  I  am  unpatriotic.  I  was 
told  that  before,  when  I  showed  up  the 
weakness  of  the  Navy,  when  the  only 
people  who  did  not  know  about  that 
weakness  was  our  own.  It  is  the  same 
now  with  the  Army.  The  argument  is, 
"  We  must  not  do  anything  now,  because 
we  have  so  few  men."  Where  will  we  be 
in  five  years  t  Russia  will  then  have 
140,000  men ;  we  will  have  still 
30,000.  Will  the  Russians  be  able  to 
dominate  us?  I  think  they  will. 
Then  about  our  sphere  of  influence.  I 
find  we  have  been  claiming  what  we  have 
not  got.  I  found  in  Shanghai  that  the 
French  settlement  was  called  "French 
soil."  When  I  went  to  visit  the  Viceroy 
of  Nanking  his  Excellency  asked  my 
advice  on  certain  questions  in  which  the 
French  were  pressing  him.  I  said  ;  "  I  am 
only  a  commercial  agent,  but  as  your 
Excellency  is  good  enough  to  ask  my 
opinion,  I  will  give  it  to  you  very  frankly. 
Do  not  give  the  French  anything. 
Balance  the  point.  If  you  give  this  to 
the  French  you  will  put  the  Europeans 
in  Shanghai  on  one  side  and  the  Chinese 
on  the  other ;  because  the  Chinese  are  cer- 
tain to  riot,  and  they  will  be  right  to  riot." 
One  of  the  proposals  of  the  French  was 
to  turn  a  native  burial  ground  into  an  abat- 
toir. If  a  riot  breaks  out  in  the  East 
you  never  know  where  it  is  going  to  stop. 
I  was  not  uncivil  to  the  French.  I  said 
that  I  did  not  believe  the  chivalrous 
French  nation  really  meant  it,  and  that 
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the  demand  was  only  an  exuberance  of 
feeling  which  obtains  occasionally  in  all 
nations.  What  could  the  French  dot 
They  could  not  bombard  Shanghai.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Viceroy  took  my 
advice  or  not,  but  all  I  know  is  that  the 
French  did  not  get  anything,  and  that  the 
French  Consul  said  if  it  had  not 
been  for  "  ce  sacri  Beresford "  he 
would  have  got  all  he  wanted.  Han-kau 
is  in  my  humble  opinion  the  most  impor- 
tant city  in  China.  It  is  the  Chicago  of 
the  future.  It  will  have  the  rail  head 
from  north  to  south,  and  it  has  got  great 
waterways.  Our  interests  in  Hankau 
are  very  small  compared  with  the  in- 
terests of  France  and  Russia.  They  got 
all  they  could.  They  have  taken  our 
property  and  put  it  into  their  own  con- 
cessions, notwithstanding  that  our  Foreign 
Office  stated  that  no  British  property 
was  to  go  into  a  Russian  concession  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  owners.  But 
what  about  the  property  of  Messrs. 
Greaves  and  Co.,  Messrs.  Evans  and 
Pugh,  Mr.  Jardine,  and  Mr.  Sassoon  ?  I 
said  to  Mr.  Pugh,  "  Don't  make  a  row 
about  it,  but  you  must  be  very  ill  and 
you  must  put  on  your  night  -  clothes 
and  be  carried  out  by  Cossacks,  and 
you  will  see  the  British  public  will 
take  the  question  up."  (Laughter.) 
Hon.  Members  appear  to  think  there 
is  some  joke  in  that,  but  I  think  that 
it  is  a  very  serious  thing  indeed,  and 
I  bring  it  forward  to  show  that  the 
Foreign  Office  and  the  Government  are 
not  taking  those  steps  for  the  protection 
of  British  property  which  the  owners 
have  a  right  to  expect.  I  was  again 
asked  my  advice.  I  said,  "Put  a  fence 
around  your  property "  but  the  others 
said,  "The  Russians  will  pull  it  down." 
I  said,  "  Let  them  pull  it  down  40  times ; 
then  you  will  have  something  to  go  on." 
I  believe  my  advice  was  sound,  and  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will  tell  us 
what  happened  to  Mr.  Pugh's  property 
and  the  other  properties.  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  about  the  railway 
question.  Everyone  recognises  that  rail- 
ways are  the  greatest  civilising  agencies 
any  country  can  have.  I  should  be  de- 
lighted if  other  countries  constructed 
railways  in  China,  or  anywhere  else 
where  we  convey  our  trade,  provided 
they  did  not  put  on  a  differential  tariff. 
But  let  us  remember  this  about  Chinese 
railways.  We  talk  about  British  railways 
in  China.  There  is  no  such  thing.  There  are 
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railways  in  China  which  have  been  built 
with  British  capital,  but  they  are  Chinese 
railways  under  Chinese  administration, 
Chinese  responsibility,  and  Chinese  pro- 
tection. But  the  Russian  railways  are 
altogether  different.  They  are  put  down 
avowedly  for  strategical  purposes,  and 
they  are  under  Russian  supervision, 
Russian  administration,  and  Russian  pro- 
tection. That  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  so-called  British  railways, 
and  if  we  have  trouble  with 
Russia,  it  will  be  greatly  to  our 
disadvantage  to  have  the  railways 
in  the  position  I  have  described.  With 
regard  to  Northern  China  we  have  not  a 
single  atom  of  counterpoise  to  Russian 
influence,  which  is  increasing  every  day. 
As  I  have  already  pointed  out,  Russia  has 
refused  to  put  in  any  clause  stating  that 
she  will  not  put  on  differential  rates  on 
her  railways,  and  it  is  absolutely  child's 
play  to  imagine  she  will  not  when  her 
position  is  strong  enough.  One  word 
about  the  condition  of  China  itself. 
There  appears  to  be  an  opinion  in  this 
country  that  China  is  utterly  and  com- 
pletely rotten.  I  entirely  deny  that.  I 
was  nlbst  careful  to  go  around  everywhere. 
I  saw  all  the  big  people  in  China  except 
two.  I  visited  six  out  of  eight  Viceroys, 
and  I  lost  no  opportunity  of  paying  my 
respects  to  every  big  man  1  could. 
I  found  that  the  Chinese  people  are  an 
honest  and  hardworking  and  thrifty 
people.  There  is  not  a  more  honest  lot 
of  traders  in  any  country  in  the  world 
than  in  China.  I  went  to  all  the  banks 
and  I  asked  questions,  and  every  single 
banker  said  that  the  Chinaman's  word 
was  as  good  as  his  bond.  It  is  the  system 
that  is  corrupt,  and  it  is  the  system  that 
breeds  corruption.  Is  there  any  man  in 
this  Committee  who  would  govern  70, 
40,  or  20  millions  of  people  for  a  salary 
of  £180  a  year?  The  officials  must  be 
paid  somehow,  and  the  system  plays  on 
one  of  the  worst  passions  of  the  human 
race.  There  are  many  excellent, 
splendidly  patriotic,  and  honest  men  in 
China,  but  they  are  obliged  to 
squeeze  by  the  system.  And  yet  many 
of  the  Mandarins  and  Viceroys  are  poor, 
though  many  more  are  very  rich.  But  it 
is  the  fault  of  the  system,  and  to  say  that 
the  Chinese  as  a  nation  are  corrupt  is  not 
right,  especially  when  it  is  said  by  as 
chivalrous  a  country  as  this  generally  is 
on  questions  of  this  character.  As  to  the 
question  of  troops,  the  Chinese  would 


make  a  splendid  army.  Their  acts  of 
heroism  are  very  creditable,  and  when 
they  are  paid  and  fed  and  clothed  properly 
they  stick  to  their  commanders,  and  are 
absolutely  fearless  on  the  battlefield.  If 
the  Chinese  Army  were  taken  over,  as  I 
suggest,  it  would  be  as  fine  an  army  as 
any  in  the  world.  The  idea  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  put  China  right  is  not 
accurate.  It  would  be  easier  to  put 
it  right  than  Japan,  and  I  will  tell 
you  why.  In  Japan  you  have  vested 
interests,  feudal  interests,  and  a  religion. 
In  China  you  have  nothing  of  the  kind. 
In  China  there  are  no  vested  interests.  A 
Viceroy  or  a  general  is  only  three  years 
in  a  position,  and  no  one  knows  who  is 
to  succeed  him.  Again,  there  are  no 
feudal  interests  whatever,  and  as  for 
religion,  the  Chinese  worship  their  ances- 
tors, which  is  a  religion  that  does  not 
produce  that  fanaticism  which  other 
religions  induce.  Therefore,  if  we  asked 
Russia  and  France  to  help  us  in  recog- 
nising the  Chinese  Army  exactly  on  the 
lines  of  the  Maritime  Customs,  I  believe 
it  would  be  the  salvation  of  China's  power. 
There  is  one  serious  point  with  regard  to 
China,  and  that  is  that  in  pursuing  the 
policy  we  are  pursuing  now  we  shall  be 
absolutely  certain  to  drive  China  and 
Japan  into  the  arms  of  Russia ;  and  where 
shall  we  be  then  ?  That  is  the  position 
we  are  certain  to  get  into.  The  Chinese 
say  to  themselves,  "  Here  are  two  great 
Powers,  one  who  is  not  afraid  to  fight  if 
necessary,  and  another  who  is."  One  of 
the  Chinese  Mandarins  said  to  me  :  "  Your 
country  is  like  an  old  man  who  has  made 
all  his  money  and  wants  to  keep  it,  and 
is  afraid  of  running  any  risk  by  which 
he  may  lose  it.  Is  it  not  better  for  us 
to  throw  ourselves  into  the  arms  of 
Russia,  and  trust  her,  rather  than 
trust  to  you,  our  old  friend,  who 
are  now  trying  to  break  us  up  ? " 
What  do  the  Government  at  this 
moment  trust  to  1  So  far  as  I  can  make 
out  they  are  trusting  to  the  Peace  Con- 
ference. I  have  a  great  respect  for  the 
theoretical  part  of  the  Peace  Conference, 
but  for  the  practical  result  I  have  none. 
The  essential  thing  for  Russia  at  the 
present  moment  is  peace.  Russia  knew 
our  country  would  take  any  step  and 
make  every  effort  in  the  direction  of 
peace,  and  knew  that  we  would  go  to  the 
Peace  Conference,  and  therefore  it  was 
that  it  was  proposed.    Why  will  not  our 
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at  theoretical  sentiments   look  at  the 
practical   position  1     What  has  Russia 
done  within  a  few  weeks  before  the  Peace 
Conference  1    In  the  last  two  years  she 
has  sent  22,000  troops  through  the  Suez 
Canal  to  China,  22,000  more  than  she 
has  brought   l«ick,  and  she  has  added 
9,000,000  tons   to  her  fleet.    Here  is 
the    point  —  are    we    to     l»elieve  all 
the    assurances     that    are    given  to 
us  by  a  country  which  cannot  even  keep 
the  promises  she  makes  to  her  own 
people  1    What  is  the  case  of  Finland  I 
The  Finnish  army  is 
5,000  with  the.  colours 
reserve,   and  Russia 
should  not  be  increased.    Now  it  is  to  be 
run  up  to  1 25,000  in  order  to  replace  the 
troops  that  have  gone  out  to  Manchuria, 
and  those  which  are  going.  The  Corona- 
tion oath  of  1889  promised  that  the  Army 
should  be  increased  no  further,  and  that 
no  Finnish  troops  were  ever  to  be  brought 
out  of  Finland.    Now  they  are  not  only 
to  serve  in  Russia,  but  Finland  is  to  pay 
the  whole  of  the  expense,  in  spite  of 
promises  made  in  the  Coronation  oath  of 
1889.    Let  us  look  at  the  facts ;  we  need 
not  be  rude,  but  let  us  look  at  the  facts. 
What  I  think  about  the  Government 
position   is  this.     I  quite  admit  that 
the  problem  is  immense  and  very  difficult, 
and  I  will  work  with  all  my  heart  and 
soul  to  keep  the  peace,  but  if  we  are 
going  on  as  we  are  going  on  now  we 
must  drift  into  war,  and  when  we  do  we 
shall  find  ourselves  at  a  disadvantage.  I 
think  if  we  show  true  courage  in  this 
matter,  and  having  stated  our  views  are 
prepared     to     l«ck     them     up,  we 
shall  have   peace.     I  do  not  believe 
Russia  can    fight    at     this  moment. 
That  is  my  opinion.    We  do  not  want 
rashness,  wc  want  tiue  courage,  and  if  we 
attempt  to  tide  over  great  difficulties,  and 
do  not  attempt  to  solve  them,  we  are 
certain  to  enlarge  the  difficulties.  The 
Government  can  condemn  my  suggestions 
and  my  policy,  but  they  cannot  deny 
obvious  facts  with  regard  to  Russia  and 
our  danger   in   China.    We  have  had 
enough  of  this  policy  of  drift,  or  what  I 
may  call   a  "  pipe  down "  policy.  We 
drifted    into    the   Crimean    war,  the 
Egyptian  war,  and  into  the  Soudan  war. 
If  the  Government  had  only  listened  to 
the  man  in  command  then    I  allude  to 
General  Gordon  - we  should  have  had 
none  of  the  Soudan  war,  and  none  of 
the  expense  *  which  it  has  entailed.  Let 
fjord  Charte*  Berexfanf. 
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us  not  drift  into  another  Chinese  war,  let 
us  have  a  definite  policy,  and  let  us  have 
the  policy  put  before  the  country  itself 
with  resolute  courage.  We  need  not  I* 
rude  ;  things  can  be  done  in  a  conciliatory 
manner  ;  Tmt  let  us  let  other  countries 
know  what  we  arc  going  to  do,  and  then 
let  us  do  it. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  any  difference  of  opinion 
among  members  of  the  Committee  as  to 
the  character  of  the  speech  we  have  just 
heard  from  my  noble  friend.    We  always 
listen  to  my  noble  friend  with  the  greatest 
possible  interest  in  this  House.    He  has 
spoken  this  evening  with  his  usual  wit, 
with  a  great  deal  of  imagination,  and  with 
an  intimate  knowledge,  from  his  own 
standpoint,  of  the  subject  on  which  he 
has  addressed  us.    I  must  say,  on  behalf 
of  the  Government,  that  I  think  we  owe 
him  some  gratitude  in  this  respect,  that, 
unlike  some  Members  who  attack  the 
Government— and  I  think  we  must  treat 
my  noble  friend's  speech  as  having  been 
almost  from  first  to  last  an  attack,  cer- 
tainly one  of  criticism  and  attack — he 
endeavours  to  look  at  the  question  of 
China  as  a  whole.     He  has  a  policy 
of  his  own,  and  is  quite  ready  to  take 
responsibility  in  regard  to  it.    So  far,  we 
are  entirely  in  favour  of  the  way  in  which 
my  noble  friend  has  treated  the  subject, 
and  we  are  grateful  to  him  for  the  valuable 
statistical  information  he  has  compiled, 
and  we  feel  that  in  his  visit  to  China  he 
did  a  great  deal  of  good.    First  of  all,  he 
very  much  impressed  the  official  classes 
with  his  own  personality,  and,  secondly, 
he  diffused  around  him,  especially  among 
the  merchants— who,  he  told  us,  were  very 
much  in  need  of  it — that  cheerfulness  and 
geniality    which    he   always  diffuses, 
whether  he  speaks  in  this  House  or 
outside.     The  cardinal   point  in  my 
hon.  friend's  speech  was  the  one  item 
of  commerce.     My  noble  friend  told 
us  more  than  once  in  the  course  of 
his  speech  that  he  was  making  a  commer- 
cial speech.    I  confess  I  thought  that  in 
many  parts  of  his  speech  he  was  uncom- 
monly near  leaving  the  departir  ent  over 
which  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Pies-dent 
of  the   Board   of   Trade   presides  and 
calling  in  at  the  department  of  War. 
My  noble  friend  made  a  fighting  speech, 
full  of  strategy  from  beginning  to  end. 
He  carried  that  out  even  in  Chins,  when 
he  advised  the  man  who  was  gcinj  to  be 
evicted  to  put  on   his  nightshirt  and 
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become  ill.  But  he  did  in  China  exactly 
what  he  has  done  to-night.  He  arrived 
in  China  with  the  undoubted  countenance 
and  confidence  of  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce. He  announced  himself  in  every 
place  that  he  visited  as  having  come  on 
a  purely  commercial  mission.  But  the 
fighting  spirit,  the  old  Adam,  is  very 
strong  in  my  noble  friend.  Before  he 
had  been  in  China  four  days  he  had 
begun  upon  the  most  crucial  question  he 
could  attack.  He  arrived  on  Octolier  16. 
He  visited  the  Vanu'iion  Octolier  20,  and, 
as  he  tells  us  in  his  admirably  compiled 
work,  four-fifths  of  his  first  conversation 
was  entirely  spent  in  advising  the  Yamen 
as  to  a  complete  reorganisation  of  their 
army.  At  their  second  meeting,  ap- 
parently leaving  all  commercial  questions 
on  one  side,  they  went  into  the  question 
of  reorganising  the  army,  and  the  Yamen 
offered  him  2,000  men  to  experiment  upon. 
I  notice  that  those  2,000  men  were  not 
those  who  were  massed  near  the  capital, 
but  were  in  more  or  less  distant  provinces 
which  they  thought  my  noble  friend  was 
likely  to  go  into  after  some  period  of 
time.  By  a  natural  sequence  of  thought 
he  told  them  that  the  central  Govern- 
ment was  very  weak,  and  might  require 
to  l>e  supported.  I  have  sometimes 
thought  whether  those  conversations  did 
not  somewhat  interfere  with  the  com- 
mercial mission  of  my  hon.  friend.  But 
in  the  East  an  army  is  not  always  con- 
sidered from  the  point  of  view  of  defence 
from  invaders,  but  is  looked  upon  more 
as  an  admirable  instrument  for  carrying 
on  an  arbitrary  government  comfortably 
within.  (Hear,  hear.)  During  the  rest  of 
his  tour  my  noble  friend  gradually  lost  more 
and  more  of  his  commercial  surroundings. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  No. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  When  he  arrived  in 
the  Yang-tsze  Valley-  I  am  sure  he  will 
not  deny  this — he  was  received  with 
almost  royal  honours.  He  travelled  in  a 
Chinese  man-of-war;  he  was  saluted  by 
the  forts  and  by  the  fleets ;  the  streets 
were  kept  clear  for  him  by  foot-soldiers ; 
cavalry  were  massed  for  his  reception ; 
Viceroys  received  him  bowing  and  with 
proper  reverence  for  his  exalted  rank  and 
the  mission  on  which  he  had  come. 
Through  all  this  circumstance  and  pomp 
my  noble  friend  went  forward  with  all  the 
consciousness  of  commercial  predominance. 
The  idea  of  certain  Orientals  is  that  the 
greater  reception  you  give  a  man,  the 


more  cordially  you  agree  to  his  advice, 
the  sooner  he  will  be  apt  to  remove  his 
somewhat  dangerous  personality  from 
their  district  to  that  of  somebody  else. 
He  received  magnificent  receptions. 
But  I  am  afraid  that,  when  he  tells  the 
Government  that  they  have  indulged  in 
big  words  and  have  only  got  small  results, 
I  must  retort  on  him  that,  although  tho 
reception  of  his  advice  was  almost  un- 
limited, the  results  which  have  come  from 
it  have  hitherto  been  almost  nil.  And, 
although  that  does  not  in  the  least 
derogate  from  the  position  he  has  a  right 
to  take  in  this  House,  1  think  we  must 
admit  that  in  China  my  noble  friend's 
mission,  so  far  as  the  advancing  of  our 
trade  is  concerned,  did  not  go  very  far. 
But  he  came  l>ack  with  a  series  of  pro- 
posals which  he  desires  the  Government 
should  discuss  seriously.  He  says  that 
capital  is  insecure  in  China.  He  tells  us 
that  the  central  Government  must  be 
supported  and  the  army  reorganised,  that 
the  open  door  must  l>e  kept  open,  and 
that  these  spheres  of  influence  are  of  no 
use  ;  and,  al>ove  all,  that  in  all  this  there  is 
a  great  loss  of  British  prestige.  Now, 
Sir,  what  does  my  noble  friend  propose  1 
I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  the  House  at 
great  length,  but  what  he  proposes  is 
practically  a  complete  change  of  the 
whole  government  of  China. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORI) :  I 
beg  your  pardon.  I  do  not  wish  Great 
Britain  to  undertake  the  government  of 
China,  but  the  reorganisation  of  the 
military  and  police,  so  that  there  may  Ikj 
some  security  for  our  trade. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Yes,  but  in  his 
speeches  elsewhere  and  the  work  he  has 
contributed  to  literature,  what  he  has 
asked  for  is  not  the  reorganisation  of  the 
army  and  police  only,  but  a  reorganisation 
of  the  fiscal  system  of  China.  If  there  is 
any  doubt  about  it,  I  can  quote  from  his 
book.  How  are  you  to  raise  an  army  and 
carry  on  the  police  in  all  these  districts 
which  are  not  under  control  from  Pekin  1 
How  can  you  reorganise  the  whole  fiscal 
system,  provide  roads,  posts,  and  tele- 
graphs, unless  you  are  going  to  take  under 
your  control  the  government  of  China  1 
There  are  three  ways  of  doing  it — either 
by  standing  behind  China  and  regulating 
her  present  Government ;  adopting  my 
noble  friend's  plan,  and  joining  other 
Powers  in  putting  pressure  on  China;  or 
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taking  the  matter  into  our  own  hands. 
In  his  speech  at  Hong-kong  the  noble 
Lord  said  that  in  his  view  the  future  of 
China  depended  on  an  alliance  between 
the  United  States,  Germany,  England,  and 
Japan  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  China 
and  the  open  door.  Now  he  says  France 
and  Russia  can  join  if  they  like.  But  he 
said  Russia  was  not  to  be  relied  upon,  and 
the  policy  of  France  was  opposed  to  our 
own. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD:  So 
it  is. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Now  as  regards  the 
government  of  China  through  the  Ya- 
m6n.  He  says  nothing  is  easier.  His 
speeches  teem  with  cases  which  show  the 
weakness  and  inertness  of  the  present 
Government  in  China.  He  tells  us  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  administration  in 
China  is  carried  out  by  the  Viceroys  with- 
out regard  to  the  central  Government. 
The  noble  Lord  said  that  in  the  war  with 
Japan  the  Chinese  Army  was  made  up  to  j 
a  large  extent  of  men  armed  with  obsolete  j 
weapons  and  men  for  whom  weapons  I 
could  not  be  found.  How  are  we  to  deal 
with  these  abuses  unless  we  interfere  in 
almost  every  portion  of  Chinese  local  and  J 
imperial  life  ?  Take  the  question  of 
likin.  If  you  are  to  adopt  fiscal  reforms  in 
China,  you  must  deal  not  only  with  the  I 
Customs,  but  with  the  likin  at  present 1 
exacted  in  the  inland  districts.  Thanks 
to  the  efforts  of  Sir  Claude  Macdonald  in 
getting  the  transit  pass  system  enforced, 
goods  coming  from  outside  are,  by  one 
payment,  free  from  the  extortion  to  which 
they  might  be  subject  in  the  inland 
waters  of  China.  It  actually  pays  a 
Chinaman  better  at  this  moment  on  the 
Yang-tsze  or  the  West  river  to  export  his 
goods  and  pay  the  cost  of  export  and  im- 
port, and  pay  duty  both  on  export  and 
import,  and  then  pay  the  transit  pass 
duty  (12£  per  cent.)  rather  than  send  them 
straight  from  one  inland  town  to  another 
paying  the  likin.  To  change  this  system 
would  be  to  make  a  complete  change  in 
the  whole  fiscal  system  of  provincial 
administration  in  China.  I  do  not  say  it 
ought  not  to  be  attempted,  but  for 
foreigners  to  attempt  it,  and  not  the 
Chinese  Government,  would  probably  be 
an  impossible  operation;  and  when  the 
noble  Lord  spoke  of  the  Government 
of  China  two  or  three  times  as  easy, 
as  compared  with  Japan,  I  think  he 

Mr.  Ilnxhid: 


has  not  grasped  the  greatness  of  the 
problem  with  which  he  has  to  deal. 
What  are  the  attempts  you  can  make 
by  means  of  other  Powers  1  In  the  first 
place,  what  other  Powers  are  you  to  in- 
vite ?  He  spoke  of  Germany,  the  United 
States,  and  Japan.  What  inducements  can 
you  offer  to  a  country  like  Germany  to 
come  into  such  an  arrangement  1  If  you 
could  obtain  a  concert  of  all  the  Powers 
interested  in  China  you  might  do  a  great 
deal.  We  have  had  experience  of  the 
concert  of  Europe  in  Crete.  The  House 
knows  how  long  it  has  taken  to  obtain  a 
general  concert  of  the  Powers  in  regard 
to  the  administration  of  Crete.  Remem- 
l>er  that  any  attempt  of  any  kind  in  China 
must  be  made,  as  the  noble  Lord  has 
pointed  out,  by  Powers  whose  views  are 
absolutely  divergent,  some  having  an 
interest  in  the  "  open  door,"  others  in 
obtaining  a  sovereignty  over  the  spheres 
in  which  they  have  an  interest.  He  does 
not  believe  in  Russia  and  her  policy,  or 
France,  but  severely  attacks  them,  and  I 
think  he  is  over-sanguine  when  he  states 
the  United  States  would  join,  since  the 
only  evidence  we  have  from  him  here  is  that 
while  in  the  United  States  he  received 
no  encouragement  to  believe  they  would 
join.  Germany  is  one  of  the  Powers 
that  might  have  a  great  interest  in  China, 
but  she  has  a  much  greater  interest  in 
not  joining.  To  ask  a  Continental  Power 
to  join  in  an  alliance  for  special  opera- 
tions in  the  East,  from  which  her  two 
nearest  European  neighbours  are  dclxarred 
by  policy  or  some  other  reason,  is  in 
itself  a  most  unwise  operation.  Surely 
the  reply  of  Germany  would  be  that 
her  interest  in  Europe  is  a  thousand 
times  as  great  as  any  that  she  has  in 
Asia,  and  she  would  not  undertake  any 
business  in  company  with  three  Powers, 
two  of  whom,  not  being  European 
Powers,  are  not  able  to  influence  to  the 
same  extent  the  course  of  European 
events.  The  noble  Lord  says  he 
desires  to  see  Great  Britain  use  every 
effort  to  maintain  the  "open  door." 
But  if  he  wants  it  kept  open  I  very  much 
doubt  whether  he  has  shown  absolute 
wisdom  in  so  constantly  pointing  out  the 
advantages  we  shall  gain  and  the  dis- 
advantages other  Powers  must  have  by 
maintaining  the  open  door.  I  think  the 
policy  of  the  open  door,  so  long  as  we  can 
make  it  good  under  the  treaties,  is  one  to 
which  we  must  unflinchingly  adhere.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  if  we  want  to  obtain 
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assistance  in  that  respect,  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  open  manner  in  which  he  speaks 
of  it  is  the  way  to  obtain  it.  We  have 
only  a  third  alternative — that  Great 
Britain  should  undertake  the  task  alone. 
He  does  not  suggest  that,  but  it  has  been 
suggested  over  and  over  again  in  this 
House  that  our  representations  to  the 
Yamen  should  be  treated  as  demands 
from  which  we  cannot  recede— that  we 
alone  of  all  Powers  should  press  requests 
on  the  Yamen,  which  requests  should  be 
practically  orders.  If  any  other  Power 
receives  any  advantage  against  which  we 
protest,  we  are  diplomatically  beaten,  but 
anything  we  ask  must  be  granted.  What 
position  does  that  put  us  in  1  It  puts  us 
in  the  position  of  claiming  for  ourselves 
what  other  Powers  have,  and  for  asking, 
not  only  concessions  in  the  Yang-tsze 
Valley  and  basin — our  special  spheres  of 
interest,  but  equal  advantages  throughout 
the  rest  of  China.  If  we  are  to  do  that,  we 
have  to  discover  first  how  we  are  to  retain 
these  concessions  when  obtained.  The 
first  thing  that  would  happen  would  be 
that  an  enormous  force  would  be  needed 
to  occupy  a  railway  being  made  against 
the  will  of  a  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion. In  Manchuria  Russia  supplies  that 
force,  because  she  has  some  120,000 
Russians  there.  How  is  it  to  be  supposed 
we  could  maintain  the  necessary  force 
to  protect  concessions  throughout  China  1 
We  must  act  in  this  respect  through 
the  Yamen,  if  at  all,  and  with  the  assent 
of  the  Chinese  people.  For  us  to  attempt 
to  govern  China  against  the  wishes  of  the 
Chinese  people  and  with  the  open  or 
occult  hostility  of  other  Powers  interested 
in  China,  would  be  to  undertake  a  re- 
sponsibility which  would  be  exhausting 
to  the  British  Empire.  It  is  asked,  if  we 
cannot  control  the  Chinese  Government, 
how  can  we  secure  that  British  interests 
all  over  China  are  not  lost.  The  position 
in  which  we  stand  in  regard  to  that  I  will 
state  frankly.  We  cannot  make  the 
Yang-tsze  Valley  a  province  like  Shan- 
tung or  Manchuria,  first,  because  it  is 
infinitely  larger,  and,  secondly,  we  are  not 
prepared  to  undertake  the  immense  re- 
sponsibility of  governing  what  is  practi- 
cally a  third  of  China.  If  we  do  not  do 
that,  how  then,  it  is  asked,  can  you  secure 
that  you  are  not  elbowed  out  completely  ? 
My  noble  friend  has  told  us  that  all  the 
treaties  under  which  we  hold  concessions 
have  been  absolutely  broken,  but  I  do  not 
think  he  is  correct.    Of  come  the  pre- 


sence of  a  large  Russian  force  in  Man- 
churia may  cause  him  to  say  that  if 
Russia  closes  the  door  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  reopen  it,  but  up  to 
this  moment  the  Treaty  of  Tien-tsin  has 
been  observed,  and  no  door  has  been  shut. 
Our  trade  goes  wherever  it  has  gone 
before,  and  even  to  places  where  it 
formerly  did  not  go ;  and  though  my 
noble  friend  treats  Russian  promises  as 
waste  paper,  we  are  bound  to  accept  the 
assurances  of  Russian  statesmen.  No 
door  has  been  closed,  and,  as  regards 
access  to  the  treaty  ports  in  China,  we 
hold  the  Chinese  Government  to  the 
Treaty  of  Tien-tsin.  We  are  ready  to 
continue  to  do  everything  we  diplomati- 
cally can  to  induce  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment to  move  forward  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Chinese  people.  Upon  this  there  will 
be  no  doubt  in  this  country  by  those 
who  have  observed  in  the  last  eighteen 
months  the  immense  amount  of  good  that 
has  been  effected.  New  treaty  ports  have 
been  opened,  and  we  have  promise  of  the 
inland  waters  being  opened  to  steam  navi- 
gation. In  all  cases  where  we  have 
suffered  loss  from  revolutionary  move- 
ments we  have  been  enabled  to  claim 
indemnity,  and  rioters  have  been  punished, 
up  to  the  last  events  in  Hong-kong.  It 
is  therefore  not  to  be  assumed  that  diplo- 
matic action  in  China  is  exhausted.  The 
position  as  regards  the  Yang-tsze  Valley 
is  different.  We  have  from  the  Chinese 
Government  a  promise  not  to  alienate 
any  portion  of  the  provinces  of  the  Yang- 
tsze  to  any  foreign  Power,  and  the  Yang- 
tsze  river  is  so  far  open  that  up  to 
Nanking,  240  miles  from  the  mouth,  we 
are  able  to  send,  and  are  constantly 
sending,  cruisers  drawing  up  to  26 
feet  of  water.  Up  to  Han-kau,  600 
miles  from  the  mouth,  we  can  and 
do  send  vessels  drawing  at  high 
water  18£  feet  and  at  low  water 
10  feet.  We  have  fourteen  vessels 
of  various  types  and  four  cruisers  avail- 
able to  proceed  to  Han-kau,  a  town  that 
may  in  future  become  the  Chicago  of 
China.  A  thousand  miles  upward  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  we  can  send  gun- 
boats drawing  6ft.  of  water,  and  even 
beyond  that  distance  there  is  open  water 
if  we  succeed  in  passing  through  the 
gorges.  Although  we  are  not  prepared  to 
police  the  inland  parts  of  China,  we  are 
prepared  to  patrol  the  Yang-tsze  river  in 
order  to  protect  our  trade,  and  we  are 
quite  aware  of  the  immense  preponderance 
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of  British  shipping  and  trade  on  the 
Yang-tsze.  It  is  an  essential  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  the  changes 
taking  place  in  China  that  special  protec- 
tion for  our  trade  in  this  region  is 
assured,  and  we  believe  that  that  trade, 
large  as  it  is,  can  l>e  largely  developed. 
At  present  it  is  hampered  by  every  kind  of 
restriction,  and  our  efforts  are  directed  to 
the  removal  of  these  difficulties.  We  are 
endeavouring  to  secure,  and  so  far  we 
have  secured,  that  a  full  share  of  railway 
and  mining  concessions  shall  fall  to 
British  investors.  Secondly,  by  means 
of  transit  passes  we  shall  endeavour 
to  provide  that  trade  shall  be  free 
from  undue  taxation  and  exempted 
from  likin.  And  thirdly,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  the  opening  of  inland  waters 
besides  the  Yang-tsze  and  ports  that  are 
not  now  treaty  ports  to  trade.  In  all 
these  matters  we  must  recognise  the 
control  of  the  Yamen,  but  that  does  not 
appear  sufficient  to  properly  protect  our 
trade  except  in  the  large  centres,  and 
although  we  will  not  undertake  to  relieve 
the  Yamen  from  the  responsibility  for 
the  internal  government  of  China, 
looking  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
interests  involved,  we  arc  not  prepared 
to  allow  our  trade  to  suffer.  We 
propose,  therefore,  as  regards  the  Yang- 
tsze  Valley,  to  proceed  as  follows.  We 
hold  the  Chinese  Government  to  their 
undertaking  not  to  alienate  any  of  the 
provinces  in  the  Yang-tsze  basin  to  any 
other  Power,  and  to  permit  the  extension 
of  the  Burma  railway  into  Yun-tian, 
which  will  connect  us  with  Chunking, 
whenever  British  investors  desire  to  make 
it — that  is  to  say,  whenever  we  demand 
the  extension  the  Chinese  Government 
will  fulfil  their  pledge.  We  regard  the 
improvement  of  the  gorges  of  the  Yang- 
tsze  as  a  question,  under  arrangement 
with  the  Chinese  Government,  for  British 
engineers.  Experiments  are  shortly  to 
be  tried.  We  have  at  present  three  gun- 
boats on  the  Yang-tsze  river,  besides  such 
men-of-war  as  may  be  at  Shanghai.  We 
shall  keep  what  force  is  considered  neces- 
sary between  I-chang  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Yang-tsze,  and  we  shall  consider 
whether  gunboats  can  be  maintained 
above  the  gorge  at  I-chang.  These 
measures  will  be  purely  precautionary, 
and  it  will  be  understood  they  are  taken 
with  the  object  of  giving  security  to  our 
merchants  and  traders.  My  noble  friend 
hai  raised  a  very  important  question  as 
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to  how  far  wo  are  diverging  from  the 
open  door  policy  to  the  policy  of  spheres 
of  influence.  I,  however,  put  the  ques- 
tion rather  differently,  and  I  deny,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  that  we  have 
abandoned  the  one  policy  or  adopted  the 
other ;  but  1  do  say  that  I  think  the 
events  of  the  last  eighteen  months  should 
have  taught  any  man  who  had  studied 
what  is  going  on  in  China  that 
the  method  of  carrying  on  operations 
and  negotiations  with  foreign  Powers 
interested  in  China  by  a  duel  in  which 
the  Yamen  is  the  centre,  receiving  shots 
from  both  sides,  is  not  altogether  a  de- 
sirable one.  I  do  not  think  for  a  moment 
that  we  can  regard  the  Yamen  as  a 
quanta*  ixhjligeaUe ;  they  are  the  Govern- 
ment of  China  in  all  matters  concerning 
concessions  to  one  Power  or  another, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  them  and  take 
their  authority  ;  but  I  do  think  that 
the  late  recent  Agreement  with  Russia, 
upon  which  my  noble  friend  has  been 
extremely  severe,  is  not  only  a  valuable 
Agreement  but  is  in  itself  a  happy  augury 
for  the  future.  My  noble  friend  says 
Lord  Salisbury  had  a  diplomatic  laugh 
at  the  Agreement,  and  saia  it  had  shrunk 
to  modest  dimensions,  but  knowing  as  I 
do  how  hard  at  work  my  noble  friend 
has  been  since  his  return  from  China 
I  am  not  surprised  that  he  did 
not  read  the  Blue  Book  with  greater 
care.  A  few  pages  beyond  he  may  6ee 
that  Count  Muravieff  undertook  an  ex 
tension  which  has  been  carried  out,  and 
the  expanded  Agreement  is  that  neither 
Power  will  ask  for  concessions  in  the 
sphere  of  the  other  or  oppose  a  concession 
asked  for  by  its  neighbour.  That  is  an 
important  change,  for  it  goes  to  the 
bottom  of  our  policy  and  desire  to  come 
to  terms  with  our  opponents  as  to  what 
is  fair  and  just  on  both  sides.  Nobody 
supposes  we  can  get  a  monopoly  of  the 
trade  all  over  China  ;  our  object,  like  my 
noble  friend's,  is  to  secure  our  fair  share. 
Beyond  the  Agreement  which  we  have 
made  with  Russia,  within  the  last  few 
days  English  capitalists  have,  by  Agree- 
ment with  Germany,  arranged  for  th<* 
construction  of  a  railway  to  Chiukiaiig, 
which  passes  through  the  German  sphere 
of  influence  and  our  own-  Germany  con- 
structing that  part  of  the  railway  in  her 
sphere,  and  British  capital  constructing 
the  more  southern  portion  of  the  railway. 
Then  we  have  the  Agreement  of 
1896  with   France  in  regard  to  the 

Digitrzed  by  VjGOg  IC 


809 


Supply 


{9  June  1899}     (Civil  Service  Estimate).  810 


Provinces  of  Szu-chuan  and  Yun-nan.  j  Pekin,  that  there  is  any  truth  in  it,  and  I 
The  object  of  that  Agreement  is  to  estab- 1  doubt  whether  any  such  demand  has  ever 
Jish  that  the  two  Powers  have  the  same  i  Imjcii  made.  But  the  Russian  Govorn- 
intercst,  and  we  have  agreed  that  there  nient  have  a  right,  under  their  Agreement, 
shall  be  no  monopoly  of  concession,  and  .  to  run  railway  branch  linos  in  a  south- 
that  no  concession  shall  Ihj  given  which  westerly  direction,  if  they  can  get  such  con- 
will  keep  out  the  other  Power  from  trade  ,  cession  from  the  Yamen.  Questions  have 
or  other  advantages.  Well,  if  we  are  to  been  put  to  me  on  various  occasions 
proceed  by  agreement  and  not  by  fight-  recently  as  to  the  effect  of  the  railway 
ing,  then  I  think  we  must  put  aside,  to  j  connecting  the  Manchurian  railway  with 
some  extent,  the  policy  of  distrust.  I  do  Pekin,  and  the  view  which  Her  Majesty's 
not  deny  that  there  has  been  distrust  on  Government  would  take  of  such  an  under- 
both  sides,  and  possibly  legitimate  dis- 1  taking.  I  think  I  have  made  it  suffi- 
trust ;  at  all  events,  we  think  so  on  our  (  ciently  clear  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
side.  But  is  it  desirable  that  every  con-  j  ment  are  inclined,  as  a  general  principle, 
cession  which  is  given  to  another  Power,  •  to  welcome  any  railways,  by  whomsoever 
however  remote  from  us,  should  be  i  established,  or  any  operations  on  the  in- 
quoted  in  this  House  and  out  of  it  as  a  land  waters  of  China  which  tend  to  open 
distinct  loss  of  prestige  on  our  part  1  j  up  China  to  the  general  trade  and  the 
That  is  the  line  which  is  taken  up  very  commercial  enterprise  of  the  world.  But 
often  as  regards  these  concessions,  the  ;  the  case  of  Pekin  is  undoubtedly  different, 
results  of  which  are  often  found  to  be  Pekin  is  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
absolutely  different  from  the  brief  tele-  from  Pekin  edicts  conveying  utterances 
graphed  summary  which  first  reaches  us.  1  which  are  held  to  l>e  semi-inspired  are 
1  believe  that  there  is  not  only  distrust  i  sent  forth  to  nearly  400  millions  of 
on  both  sides,  but  the  very  feeling  which  I  people.  It  would  lie  certainly  difficult 
animates  the  more  interested  of  our  fellow-  for  any  of  the  Powers  who  are  interested 
countrymen  in  regard  to  what  other  I  in  China  to  acquiesce  in  the  establishment 
Powers  get  in  China  is  felt  in  regard  to  j  in  Pekin  of  a  single  great  Power  as  a 
ourselves  by  other  Powers,  not  only  in  !  voice  behind  the  Throne.  Such  a  position 
respect  of  China,  but  of  places  almost  all  j  would  inevitably  tend  to  the  break  up  of 
over  the  world.  I  read  the  foreign  papers  !  China.  It  is  obvious  that  if  the  edicts  of 
pretty  closely,  and  I  can  say  this,  that  you  Pekin  were  to  be  dictated  by  any  one 
will  hardly  ever  fail,  in  the  course  of  a  Power  the  tendency  would  be  for  the 
few  days'  reading,  to  find  there  the  in-  other  Powers,  who  have  spheres  of 
sinuation  that,  whether  it  is  in  Asia  or  influence,  to  turn  those  spheres  of  influ- 
Africa,  wherever  there  is  a  scramble,  we  ence  into  spheres  of  sovereignty.  This 
always  manage  to  get  the  lion's  share,  not  woidd  be  a  result  especially  distasteful  to 
only  in  quantity,  but  we  also  generally  Great  Britain,  which  does  not  desire  to 
contrive  to  get  the  tit-bits  in  quality.  I  obtain  further  territorial  acquisition  or  a 
am  not  sure,  looking  to  the  past  history  continental  frontier,  but  which,  at  the 
of  Great  Britain,  that  there  is  not  some  same  time,  as  we  all  know,  has  groat  com- 
truth  in  that  contention,  and  that  from  mercial  interests  which  we  have  no  inten- 
having  been  on  the  spot  much  earlier  than  .  tion  of  surrendering.  It  is,  therefore,  in 
other  Powers,  and  having  pushed  our  no  spirit  of  jealousy,  but  simply  in  the 
trade  when  trade  was  not  so  popular  as  it  general  interest  of  China,  that  we  must 
is  now,  we  have  obtained  great  ad  van- 1  declare  that  we  should  be  forced  to  advise 
tages.  But  the  past  on  either  side  is  the  Chinese  Government  against  any  steps 
beyond  recall,  and  if  we  are  to  have  a  calculated  to  transfer  the  Government  at 
new  departure  we  must  make  it  by  Pekin  to  any  other  Power.  Our  position 
dealing  with  doubtful  questions  in  an  in  this  matter  is  very  clear,  because  the 
amicable  spirit,  and  by  endeavouring  issues  are  great.  The  proposal  that 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  a  has  been  offered  to  us  this  evening  in  my 
fair  compromise  is  not  a  bad  bargain.  In  noble  friend's  speech  might,  if  carried  out, 
reference  to  what  has  fallen  from  my  place  us  in  that  position  to  which  I  have 
noble  friend  with  regard  to  the  rail-  referred ;  for  if  we  were  to  control  the  army 
way  proposed  by  Russia  to  Pekin,  I  and  the  taxes  we  should  not  be  far  short  of 
do  not  think,  although  it  has  been  [  controlling  the  Government.  But  let  me 
stated  in  the  papers  that  the  Russian  say  one  word  before  I  sit  down  as  to  the 
Government    demanded    a   railway   to  difficulties  which  the  Government  have  to 
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face  in  dealing  with  this  question.  There 
is  in  this  country  great  impatience  at  the 
delay,  and  a  feeling  which  has  found  an 
echo  in  this  House  that  the  results  achieved 
in  China  are  very  imperfect.  I  neither  won- 
der at  the  one  view  nor  cavil  at  the  other. 
I  think  we  ought  to  remember  that  Wes- 
tern methods  are  very  different  from  those 
to  which  the  Chinese  are  accustomed. 
You  are  dealing  with  superstitions  and 
with  the  natural  waste  of  energy  of  an 
Oriental  Government  which  has  under- 
gone very  little  change  in  the  course  of 
many  hundreds  of  years.  You  have 
mountains  of  prejudice  to  overcome  and 
valleys  of  misgovernment  to  fill  up,  and 
in  respect  to  this  very  policy  which  I 
have  just  sketched  to  the  House  it  is  one 
which  ties  our  hands  behind  our  backs. 
Consequently,  there  must  be  delays.  In 
modern  times  there  are  two  great 
Empires  which  havo  cither  broken  up  or 
are  in  the  process  of  breaking  up ; 
the  first  has  been  dealt  with  by  Europe, 
and  the  second  has  been  dealt  with  by 
ourselves.  In  Turkey,  for  fifty  years 
past,  there  has  been  held  to  be  symptoms 
of  inability  on  the  part  of  Turkey  to 
govern  its  provinces  and  to  carry  out 
the  reforms  which  are  demanded  by 
Western  civilisation.  The  Powers  of 
Europe  have  addressed  themselves  to  the 
task  more  than  once  or  twice,  and  what 
has  been  the  result  1  After  50  years  some 
provinces  have  been  detached  from 
Turkey,  but  we  can  hardly  say  that  the 
realms  over  which  the  Sultan  1  tears  sway 
are  to-day  administered  in  accordance 
with  Western  civilisation.  We  have  our- 
selves experimented  in  a  similar  way  with 
the  great  Empire  of  India,  which  is  cer- 
tainly not  so  extensive  as  China,  has  not 
so  large  a  population,  and  is  less  homo- 
geneous ;  but  it  is  in  some  respects  an 
easier  task,  because  the  complex  nature 
of  its  population  has  made  it  more  open  > 
to  foreign  invasion.  In  the  course  of 
some  140  years,  however,  we  cannot  see 
the  end  of  our  task  in  India,  and  there  is 
still  much  to  be  desirod  there.  There- 
fore I  say,  considering  the  great  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  China  not  in 
50  or  100  years  or  in  50  or  100  months, 
but  in  a  period  of  much  nearer  50  or  100 
weeks  since  the  first  great  change  began 
when  foreigners  commenced  to  take 
any  control  of  various  spheres  of  in- 
fluence in  China — I  do  not  think  that 
what  has  been  done  since  that  time  is 
a  question  either  for  impatience  or  still 
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less  for  despair.     On  the  contrary,  I 
contend  that  the  progress  which  has 
been  made  during  the  last  18  months 
is    one  calculated    to  give   us  confi- 
dence and  hope.     We  have  obtained 
the  rights  to  open  up  the  country,  and 
we  have  also  obtained  from  the  Chinese 
Government  the  power  to  carry  out  ex- 
tensions of  our  trade,  and  I  hope  that  we 
shall  not  altogether  waste  our  time  and 
energy  in  struggles  between  the  Powers 
who  are  carrying  out  this  great  work,  but 
rather  that  we  shall  unite  and  work 
together  not  for  the  benefit  of  one  country 
but  for  the  benefit  of  all  countries  con- 
cerned.   We  have  had  very  many  other  •f 
questions  brought  forward  to-night,  one  of 
which  has  been  a  matter  of  severe  com- 
ment by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the  incident 
of  the  slaughter  of  British  soldiers  at 
Waima  was  one  in  which  we  conspicu- 
ously failed,  and  for  which  wo  deserved 
the  severest  censure  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
continually  applied  to  us  such  language  in 
connection  with  Madagascar  and  also  in 
connection  with  the  minor  difficulties  we 
have  had  with  the  French  Government. 
I  notice  that  from  time  to  time  he  has 
entirely  ignored  the  replies  which  have 
been  made  to  him  on  previous  occasions. 
In  the  case  of  Madagascar,  which  was 
brought  forward  by  him  upon  a  previous 
occasion,  the  late  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  made  him  a  very  complete 
answer.     Although    I  am  not  going 
to    debate     this    question     now,  I 
may   say  that   these  difficulties  have 
arisen    out    of    aiTangcments  which 
Lord    Granville    was    responsible  for 
making,  and  therefore,  if  these  incidents 
are  to  be  made  points  of  attack  between 
one  Government  and  another,   I  say 
that  the  Government  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  owes  allegiance  must 
bear  its  full  share  of  responsibility.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  renewed  all  these 
attacks  the  other  day  on  an  occasion  when 
I  must  say  that  I  think  his  speech  was 
positively  grotesque.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose, 
speaking  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
constituency,  made  a  speech  full  of  the 
highest  anti-imperial  sentiments,  and  com- 
plained of  the  number  of  questions  raised 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  urged 
the  Government  of  Lord  Salisbury  not 
to  be  carried  away  by  the  entrancing 
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vision  of  Imperialism.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  got  up  directly  afterwards,  and,  by 
way  of  comment  on-  his  leader  and 
colleague,  proceeded  to  say  that  Lord 
Salisbury  was  not  half  Imperialist 
enough,  and  was  constantly  neglecting 
Imperial  interests  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also 
said  that  if  we  had  a  more  vigorous 
Foreign  Minister  we  should  occupy  a 
better  position  than  we  do  now.  As  to 
the  point  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man complains,  I  do  not  want  it  to  be 
supposed  tor  a  moment  that  I  speak  with 
any  want  of  sympathy  with  regard  to 
this  unfortunate  assault  made  by  the 
French,  in  pure  ignorance,  I  believe,  of 
the  circumstances.  But  at  the  same 
time,  without  in  any  way  admitting 
that  they  are  not  to  blame,  and 
without  in  the  slightest  degree  detracting 
from  what  occurred,  I  will  say  that  cer- 
tainly nobody  is  less  to  blame  than  Lord 
Salisbury  for  compensation  not  having  been 
given.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
stated  that  one  suggestion  after  another  had 
been  made  as  to  now  the  question  should 
be  treated — first,  that  we  should  deal  with 
it  as  part  of  a  general  settlement,  and, 
secondly,  that  it  should  be  dealt  with 
alone.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have, 
up  to  the  last  few  days,  been  pressing 
this  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Government  of  France,  and  we  have  the 
strongest  hope  that  it  will  be  brought  to 
arbitration  and  duly  settled.  The  fact 
that  officers  serving  their  country  in  West 
Africa  have  been  subjected  to  attacks  of 
that  character,  and  have  been  killed,  will 
hardly  justify  us  in  asking  that  their 
widows  should  be  treated  differently  from 
those  of  other  officers  who  have  also  been 
killed  in  action,  because  they  were  on 
duty  at  the  time.  We  must  consider 
what  is  fair  and  just,  and  if  we  can  obtain 
from  the  French  Government  proper 
satisfaction  for  this  unfortunate  occur- 
rence—I  mean  pecuniary  satisfaction — 
we  shall,  of  course,  be  only  too  glad  to 
give  the  relatives  of  those  officers  the 
compensation  which  they  seek. 

MR.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state  the 
date  of  the  last  reply  from  the  French 
Government  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  We  are  now  in 
communication  with  tho  French  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject 
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Mr.  HEDDERWICK:  Is  it  a  year 
ago? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  A  great  deal 
has  been  done  by  verbal  communi- 
cation and  not  by  despatch,  and  I 
cannot  give  the  exact  date.  The  other 
questions  touched  upon  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  I  may  perhaps  be 
i  excused  from  going  into  at  this  moment. 
He  suggested  that  if  the  local  details  are 
J  under  mscussion  in  regard  to  Muscat,  it 
j  is  very  curious  that  the  foreign  Office 
I  should  not  have  been  able  to  produce  the 
I  papers.  The  local  details  are  under  dis- 
cussion, and  have  been  under  discussion, 
as  to  what  shall  be  done  with  regard  to  the 
coal  store  which  the  French  desire  to  have 
in  Muscat.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
knows  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  the 
papers  until  the  negotiations  have  been 
brought  to  an  end.  When  they  are 
brought  to  an  end  we  shall  be  able  to 
make  a  statement  to  the  House.  I  am 
afraid  that  I  have  detained  the  Com- 
mittee for  too  long  a  period,  but  in  doing  so 
I  have  had  to  travel  over  the  whole  of  our 
policy  in  China.  I  can  only  say  this,  that 
we  are  most  anxious  to  take  Parliament  into 
our  confidence  upon  all  questions  relating 
to  China.  We  know  that  it  is  a  great 
strength  to  us  to  have  the  House  of 
Commons  behind  us  in  this  matter,  and  I 
trust  that  the  House  of  Commons  will 
appreciate  the  difficulties  which  we  have 
to  face,  that  they  will  not  conceive  it 
possible  at  the  same  time  to  treat 
amicably  with  foreign  Powers  and  to 
begrudge  them  anything  which  they  may 
obtain  which  may  be  of  a  valuable  nature  ; 
that  they  will  not  see  in  the  concessions 
1  made  in  the  nature  of  compromise  that 
1  lack  of  courage  which  my  noble  friend 
j  suggests,  but  that  they  will  credit  us 
with  resolutely  pressing  forward  on  a 
diplomatic  course,  but  with  sufficient 
support  behind  us,  I  think,  from  what 
has  been  achieved,  to  justify  us  in  believ- 
ing that  in  the  future,  by  perseverance, 
by  persistence,  by  watchfulness,  and 
;  above  all,  by  patience,  we  shall  be  able 
to  preserve  British  commercial  interests 
in  China. 

Sir  E.  GREY  (Northumberland,  Ber- 
wick) :  This  debate,  I  am  sure  the  Com- 
mittee will  feel,  has  already  been  suffi- 
ciently interesting,  and  there  are  pro- 
bably other  Members,  with  special  know- 
ledge on  this  important  subject,  who  will 
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greatly  add  to  its  interest.  I  shall  not 
stand  for  very  long  between  the  Com- 
mittee and  those  who  wish  to  speak  after 
me.  Some  things  that  the  nght  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  has  said,  I  think, 
will  make  my  task  both  a  shorter  and  a 
pleasanter  one  than  perhaps  it  would 
have  been  if  he  had  been  more  reticent. 
1  will  first  begin  by  expressing  my  obli- 

fition  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
ork,  both  for  his  book  and  for  his 
speech.  Not  that  I  agree  with  every- 
thing that  he  has  written  or  has  said,  but 
he  has  brought  into  this  question  a  brisk 
and  keen  interest  which,  I  think,  is 
thoroughly  wholesome.  In  all  these 
questions  it  is  a  great  relief  to  have  the 
drudgery  of  collecting  statistics  done  by 
someone  else,  and  the  noble  Lord  has 
performed  that  drudgery  and  enabled 
us  to  have  a  most  valuable  book 
of  reference  at  hand.  I  am  glad 
to  feel,  too,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  in  the  very  impor- 
tant statement  which  he  made  with  regard 
to  the  Government's  view  of  what  might 
be  done  in  China^  has  made  a  great 
advance  in  definiteness  upon  anything  we 
have  heard  before.  It  has  been  a  much 
more  definite  and  businesslike  statement, 
and  as  far  as  it  went  it  was,  I  think, 
entirely  in  the  right  direction.  I  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  have 
reaffirmed  again  that  a  cardinal  part  of 
the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
is  the  independence  of  the  Government  at 
Pekin.  I  understood  one  part  of  his 
speech  to  be  devoted  to  reaffirming  that 
in  set  terms.  Well,  we  are  all  agreed 
that  that  is  very  desirable ;  but  a  condition 
of  the  independence  of  the  Government 
at  Pekin  is  that  it  should  be  able  to  keep 
order  in  its  own  country.  If  no  other 
foreign  country  is  to  step  in  and  exercise 
;i  predominant  influence  at  Pekin,  they 
must  not  have  excuses  for  interference. 
But  hardly  a  month  passes  without  our 
hearing  that  some  demand  is  made  at 
Pekin  for  compensation  by  some  foreign 
Power  because  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment has  not  kept  its  local  officials 
and  populace  under  control  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  that  great  country. 
It  is  essential,  if  the  Government  at 
Pekin  is  to  remain  independent  and  grow 
stronger,  that,  though  it  may  be  difficult 
for  it  to  adopt  Western  methods,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  learn 
to  approach  more  to  Western  methods 
than  it  has  yet  done.    And  I  cannot  help 
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feeling  that  if  the  policy  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Chinese  Government  in  its 
own  house  is  to  be  preserved,  it  was  rather 
unfortunate  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  have  to  spend  so  much  time 
in  showing  with  great  force  the  difficulties 
which  attached  to  the  policy  advocated 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York. 
The  noble  Lord  has  put  forward  as  a  policy 
the  strengthening  of  the  Government  at 
Pekin,  and  he  has  stated  a  method  by 
which  he  thinks  it  might  be  attained. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out 
with  great  force  how  difficult  it  would  be 
to  adopt  these  methods,  and  I  fully 
recognise  the  great  force  there  was  in  the 
criticism  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
to  some  of  the  practical  parts  of  the  re- 
commendations of  the  noble  Lord. 
I  assume  that,  though  we  cannot 
undertake  obligations  and  responsi- 
bilities beyond  a  certain  point,  we  should 
at  any  rate  be  perfectly  ready  to  lend  our 
advice  and  even  to  lend  personnel  to  the 
Chinese  Government  if  they  would  only  ask 
for  it  and  say  that  it  was  willing  to  make  fair 
use  of  that  advice  and  give  a  fair  chance 
to  such  advisers  as  we  lent.  Apart  from 
those  points  I  differ  entirely  from  the 
noble  Lord  with  regard  to  the  policy  of 
having  an  agreement  with  Russia.  I 
willingly  recognise  that  in  carrying  out 
this  agreement  with  Russia  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  our  sympathy,  that  we 
give  them  full  credit  for  the  earnestness 
that  they  have  shown  to  bring  the  negotia- 
tions to  some  satisfactory  conclusion,  and 
I  will  go  further  and  say  that  they  have 
our  sympathy  in  the  trouble  which  they 
have  evidently  had  in  coming  to  any  con- 
clusion at  all.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  York  says  this  Agreement  is 
not  worth  anything.  I  differ  from  that 
view  entirely.  He  thinks  it  is  not  worth 
anything,  because  he  thinks  Russia  will 
not  keep  that  or  any  Agreement.  Of 
course,  if  there  is  to  l>e  bad  faith  on 
the  part  of  any  Government  with  whom 
we  are  closely  concerned  in  Chinese 
affairs,  there  will  be  trouble.  But 
the  Agreement  does  remove  one  chance  of 
trouble  j  it  brings  affairs  to  this  point, 
especially  if  it  is  followed  up  by  extending 
the  scope  of  the  Agreement  to  other 
matters — that  if  there  is  trouble,  it  is 
trouble  entered  upon  deliberately  by  one 
of  the  two  parties  to  the  agreement.  At 
least  one  of  the  dangers  of  which  we  have 
been  most  afraid  is  that  of  causing 
trouble   between   Russia   and  our  own 
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country  in  the  Far  East,  and  aa  the  two 
Powers  were  drifting  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, it  would  take  very  careful  steering 
to  avoid  their  coming  into  collision, 
and  apparently  there  was  no  com- 
munication going  on  between  them,  no 
interchange  of  views  as  to  what  their 
respective  courses  were.  The  only  way 
in  which  a  collision  in  the  Far  East 
between  Russia  and  ourselves  can  be 
avoided  is  by  frank  communication  as  to 
the  course  which  each  country  believes  it 
to  be  in  its  own  interest  to  take.  I 
believe  that  if  frank  communication  takes 
plaee  trouble  will  be  avoided,  because  the 
interests  of  the  tvvo  countries  can  be 
mutually  reconciled.  I  therefore  welcome 
this  Agreement,  not  so  much  for  what  is  I 
contained  within  the  four  corners  of  it,  | 
but  because  it  is  the  beginning  of  a  j 
policy  of  frank  communication  between 
the  two  countries,  and  because  at  last  we 
are  getting  into  the  habit  of  discussing 
matters  directly  with  each  other  instead 
of  through  the  Government  at  Pekin, 
which  must  be  an  unsafe  thing  to  do. 
But  although  the  Government  have  my 
sympathy  in  the  trouble  that  they  have  ' 
encountered,  I  think  it  is  partly  their  j 
own  fault  that  they  have  had  so  much  | 
trouble,  because  in  order  to  get  an  agree- 1 
ment  with  Russia  you  have  to  overcome  i 
prejudices  naturally  created,  at  any  rate  ■ 
in  a  large  section  of  Russian  politicians, 
by  50  years  of  previous  policy.  You 
have  to  overcome  that  prejudice  in  order 
to  bring  them  to  an  agreement  at  all,  and 
you  have  to  convince  them  first  of  all  of 
our  good  faith,  and  to  convince  them  that 
it  is  to  their  own  interest  to  have  an  agree- 
ment. When  our  ships  were  at  Port 
Arthur,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  said  to- 1 
night,  and  when  the  suggestion  was  first  I 
made  that  we  should  move  our  ships,  we 
had  the  greatest  opportunity  that  could 
possibly  nave  been  brought  to  us  of 
persuading  Russia,  first  of  all,  that  we 
meant  to  deal  fairly  by  her,  and,  next, 
that  it  was  to  her  own  interest  to  deal 
with  us.  That  point,  I  know,  has  been 
made  several  times  before,  but  it  has 
never  yet  been  answered.  It  has  some- 
times been  misrepresented,  as  if  we  had 
Urged"  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
should  have  kept  the  ships  at  Port 
Arthur,  and  should  have  told  Russia  that 
it  was  done  in  order  to  preventr  her  ever 
having  an  outlet  to  the  sea.  We  never 
meant  them  to  be  used' in  that  way.  We 
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regarded  this  opportunity  which  came  to 
us  at  Port  Arthur  as  a  great  lever  for 
removing  the  dead  weight  of  suspicion, 
of  reluctance,  and  of  indecision  which  the 
Russians  have  shown  towards  us,  and 
if  you  throw  away  a  lever  of  that  kind 
you  find  the  task  very  much  harder  than 
it  would  otherwise  have  been  and  the 
results  proportionately  less.  All  through 
these  negotiations  there  have  been  con- 
tinual delays,  but  I  do  not  think  they  are 
to  be  entirely  attributed  to  suspicion. 
Some  of  the  delays  were  due  to  genuine 
geographical  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
those  who  were  actively  engaged 
in  the  negotiations  on  both  sides. 
But  if  the  Russians  were  suspicious,  that 
was  not  very  unnatural ;  because,  as  I 
understand,  their  object  was  that  they 
should  have  a  free  hand  in  Manchuria, 
free  from  the  interference  of  other  Powers 
with  their  aims  there.  At  the  very  time 
when  we  were  pressing  for  a  settlement 
with  them  on  the  point,  we  were  also  pres- 
sing a  claim  for  a  railway  to  be  made  by 
British  capital  to  go  into  their  sphere  of 
interest  in  Manchuria.  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  when  they  found  us  advancing 
these  two  apparently  inconsistent  aims  at 
the  same  time  they  should  think  that 
we  had  some  ulterior  object  in  view. 
The  whole  history  of  the  case  enforces 
what  was  well  said,  that  the  negotiations 
should  be  direct,  and  that  we  should  not 
have  two  Powers,  one  and  the  other,  bom- 
barding Pekin,  without  entering  into 
negotiations  with  each  other ;  that  they 
should  not  eaoh  have  two  opposite 
policies  in  mind,  and  that  tho  actions  of 
the  representatives  of  each  should  be  con- 
sistent. If  I  were  to  make  a  criticism  as 
to  the  lesson  to  be  learned  by  the  Russian 
Government  from  tho  negotiations,  I 
should  say  that  it  was  that  it  should  be 
more  careful  that  the  action  taken  hy  its 
representative  at  Pekin  should  correspond 
to  the  action  at  St.  Petersburg.  The 
policy  of  not  letting  the  right  hand  know 
what  the  left  is  doing  may  be  justifiable 
in  certain  circumstances ;  but  it  has  been 
carried  too  far.  But  now  that  the  British 
Government  have  shown  their  wish  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter  in  St.  Petersburg,  both 
the  Governments  should  be  careful  that 
the  action  of  their  agents  at  Pekin  should 
correspond  with  theaction  in  St.  Petersburg. 
I  weloome  that  agreement  both  for  its  own 
sake  and  for  what  it  promises  in  the  future. 
As  to  our  own  special  sphere  of  intent. 
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that  we  do  not  wish  to  have  more  terri- 
torial responsibility  in  China — the  re- 
sponsibility of  gQverning  a  vast  extent  of 
territory,  and  large  masses  of  people.  To 
my  mind,  one  of  the  great  dangers  of 
spheres  of  interest  is  that  they  are  so 
liable  to  bring  with  them  direct  obliga- 
tions of  a  grave  character,  and  that  is  why 
I  especially  welcome  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  the  Yang-tsze. 
To  patrol  that  great  means  of  communica- 
tion is  within  our  power,  without  incur- 
ring any  serious  responsibility.  It  is  likely 
to  be  more  important  and  more  effective, 
and  to  involve  far  less  expense  for  the 
advancement  of  our  rights  in  China,  than 
the  taking  of  Wei-hai-wei.  I  welcome 
these  proposals  of  the  Government,  not 
merely  because  I  believe  they  would  be 
beneficial  to  British  trade  and  British 
traders  in  the  Yang-tsze  region,  but  because 
the  Government,  in  pursuing  that  line  of 
policy,  are  giving  one  of  the  best  guaran- 
tees they  can  give  that  they  are  not  pur- 
suing a  far  more  burdensome  line  of 
policy.  Indeed,  the  Government  have 
never  made  any  secret  that  they  are 
anxious  to  avoid  territorial  responsibility 
in  China.  But  one  thing  occurs  to  my 
mind,  and  that  is  that  we  should  not 
merely  have  a  definition  of  the  region  of 
the  Yang-tsze.  If  the  Chinese  have 
promised  the  non-alienation  of  that  region, 
it  is  a  concession  that  must  not  be  made 
on  paper  only.  If  the  Yang-tsze  region  is 
to  remain  the  special  happy  hunting 
ground  for  British  commerce,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  British  capital  should  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  for 
investment  offered  by  that  region.  What 
I  have  been  a  little  afraid  of  is,  that  the 
Government  have  been  devoting  an  undue 
amount  of  energy  to  other  demands ;  that 
they  are  pressing  for  concessions  in 
Kiang-Si — concessions  in  districts  out  of 
our  reach,  districts  that  are  not  approached 
by  the  river  or  waterway  of  the  Yang- 
tsze,  and  where,  if  British  capital  were 
invested,  and  there  were  disturbances,  we 
should  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  redress. 
Less  effort  should  have  been  devoted  to 
concessions  further  north,  such  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Newchwang  Railway,  which 
caused  a  great  deal  of  diplomatic  incon- 
venience, and  which  certainly  cannot  lead 
to  any  very  great  development  of  com- 
merce, except  in  that  sphere  of  influence 
in  the  north  in  which  Russia  is  to  have  a 
free  hand.  The  importance  of  the  rail- 
way concessions  has  not  always  been 
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admitted  by  Lord  Salisbury  in  his 
speeches,  and  I  think  that  there  is  some 
colour  for  the  suggestion  that  Lord 
Salisbury  has  sometimes  given  the  impres- 
sion that  we  are  exaggerating  their 
importance.  But,  after  all,  railway  con- 
cessions are  important,  for  although  the 
railways  are  not  to'be  made  at  once,  it  is 
not  likely  to  facilitate  the  making  of  the 
railways  by  urging  that  that  is  to  be  done 
by  British  capital  alone.  Then  comes  in 
the  question  of  preferential  rates.  It 
appears  from  both  the  Blue  Books  that 
we  have  not  made  any  great  progress  in 
regard  to  its  settlement.  I  think  on  all 
these  questions  in  regard  to  China  that, 
although  the  Government  have  demurred 
to  our  criticism,  we  are  entitled  to 
say,  considering  everything  that  has 
happened  hitherto,  our  criticism  has 
not  been  exaggerated ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  been  exceedingly  restrained. 
After  all,  this  is  not  merely  a  battle  of 
concessions.  There  has  been  a  great 
change  of  late  in  the  balance  of  influence 
and  power  in  the  Far  East,  and  I  have 
from  time  to  time  wondered  how  far  the 
proposal  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
put  before  us  to  night  would  have  been 
accepted  as  satisfactory  if  we  had  been 
sitting  on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  sitting  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House.  I 
admit  that  many  of  the  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  restrained 
in  their  criticism  when  the  Liberal 
Government  was  in  office ;  but  I  am 
afraid,  Sir,  that  the  state  of  incandescence 
to  which  some  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  would  have  been  heated  had  we 
made  an  agreement  of  this  kind  with 
Russia,  handing  over  Manchuria  as  their 
sphere  of  interest,  would  have  been  such 
that  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  for 
their  own  leaders  to  appease  them,  even 
if  they  had  made  every  effort  in  their 
power  to  do  so.  But  we  do  not  wish  to 
make  any  criticism  which  would  bring 
this  China  question  into  an  active  ana 
prominent  position  in  party  politics.  Only 
we  have  felt  that  the  importance  of  the 
question  made  it  necessary  that  the  policy 
of  the  Government  should  be  characterised, 
as  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York 
said,  by  clearness  of  thought  and  decisive 
action.  And  our  uneasiness  of  late  has 
been  due  to  the  fact  that  where  the  action 
of  the  Government  has  been  decisive  it 
has  not  been  the  result  of  clearness  of 
thought.    At  the  ^^oment  when 
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they    were     themselves    anxious  to 
enter  on    a  policy  of  giving  Russia 
a    free     hand     in     railway  making, 
they  took  decisive  action  in  regard  to  the 
Newchwang  Railway ;  but  we  do  not 
consider  that  that  was  the  result  of  any 
carefully  thought  out  policy.    Again,  if 
they  were  anxious  to  make  arrangements 
with  Russia  for  an  understanding,  it  was 
late  in  the  day  when  they  tried  to  obtain 
that  understanding,  and  only  after  they 
had  lost  the  best  opportunity  for  doing  so. 
The  policy  of  the  Government  a  year  ago  I 
was  to  maintain  not  only  the  indepen- , 
deuce  of  China,  but  its  integrity  as  well ;  i 
and  yet,  since  then,  very  serious  inroads 
have  been  made  on  the  integrity  of  China. 
The  very  l>asis  of  this  Agreement  is 
an  inroad   on   the  integrity  of  China. 
Then  there  is  the  policy  of  the  open  door. 
That  formerly  included  the  right  to  press 
for  concessions,   but   of   late  a  certain 
amount  of  limitation  has  been  put  on  it, 
and  we  have  had  to  modify  the  right  to 
press  for  such  concessions  in  every  part  of 
the  Chinese  Empire.    I  confess  I  am  not 
so  hopeless  as  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  York  in  regard  to  the  policy  of 
the  open  door.    I  regret  the  noble  Lord 
should  have  assumed  that  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  Russia  and  France  to  have  pre- 
ferential tariffs  in  their  spheres  of  in- 
fluence.    On    the   contrary,  I   do  not 
believe  that  the  experience  of  the  French 
colonies  shows  that  it  is  for  their  interest 
to  have  these   high   tariffs.     Their  ex- 
perience has  been  that  these  high  tariffs 
make  any  possession  they  obtain  an  ex- 
pense to  their  own  country.  Although  I  do 
not  see  that  it  is  possible  to  have  anything 
like  an  alliance  between  the  Powers 
interested  in  the  Far  East,  there  may  come 
to  be  such  a  preponderance  of  opinion 
among  them  in  favour  of  maintaining  the 
open  door  in  regard  to  tariffs  as  would 
lead  to  diplomatic  pressure  being  brought 
to  bear  at  Pekin  to  have  portions  of  the 
Treaty  of  Tien-tsin  applied  in  all  parts  of 
China.    I    consider  the   acquisition  of 
Wei-hai-wei  the  most  expensive  part  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government.    Its  acqui- 
sition was  defended  by  Lord  Salisbury 
not  merely  on  naval  grounds,  but  also, 
and  even  still  more,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  give  moral  courage  to  the  Central 
Government  at  Pekin.     I  am  still  of 
opinion  that  the  selection  of  Wei-hai-wei 
as  a  secondary  naval  base  was  wise,  but  I 
differ  absolutely  from  the  Government  on 
the  point  that  it  would    give  moral 


courage  to  tho  Central  Government  in 
Pekin.    It  has  become  perfectly  apparent 
that  it  has  not  given  that  moral  courage, 
and  that  it  cannot  do  so,  because  it  can 
never  be  regarded  as  a  counterpoise  to  the 
consolidation  of  Russian  power  north  of 
Pekin — a  consolidation  to  which  the  new 
Agreement  has  given  additional  weight. 
Wei-hai-wei  is  occupied,  and  money  is 
to  be  spent  upon  it,  but  it  can  never  be  a 
counterpoise  to  Russian  influence  in  Pekin. 
All  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
told  us  as  to  the  plans  of  the  Government 
about  the  patrolling  the  Yang  tsze  River 
goes  to  prove  that  Wei-hai-wei   is  not 
the    most   satisfactory    position  which 
could  have  liccn  chosen  for  practical  pur- 
poses in  respect  to  what  is  our  great 
interest — the  protection  of  British  com- 
merce  in   China.     Well,  we  have  had 
this  anxiety  with  regard  to  what  the 
Government  has  done,  and  we  do  not 
think   that    the   best  has  been   done ; 
we   think  that    some  valuable  oppor- 
tunities have  lieen  lost  in  the  course  of 
past  events ;  but  I  do  welcome  this  Agree- 
ment with  Russia  for  the  sake  of  the  rela- 
tions   between  the  two  countries.  I 
welcome  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  us  to-night,  as  far  as  it  goes,  as 
a  businesslike  proposal,  andj  one  which  is 
a  considerable  advanca  on,  and  more 
1  encouraging  than,  anything   which  has 
I  hitherto  Ihhjii  heard  of.    In  regard  to  the 
'  question  of  Madagascar,  I  think  t  he  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  gone  too  far  in  saying 
j  that  Lord  Salisbury's  predecessors  were 
I  responsible  for  what  has  taken  place  there, 
j  Right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  are  very 
apt  to  assume  that  the  responsibility  does 
lie  on  Lord  Salisbury's  predecessors  for 
the  present  position  of  affairs  in  Mada- 
gascar.   The  recognition  of  the  Pro- 
tectorate took  place  in  1890.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated  accurately  that 
the  notification  of  the  Protectorate  took 
place  before  1890 ;  but  the  recognition  of 
the  Protectorate  had  not  taken  place,  and 
no  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  it  before 
1890.  .The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 
entitled  to  assume  that,  because  no  pro- 
test had  been  made,  Lord  Salisbury  was 
bound  to  make  the  bargain  he  did.  My 
position  is  not  that  Lord  Salisbury  was 
wrong  in  recognising  the  Protectorate,  but 
that  the  responsibility  for  the  merits  of 
the  bargain  in    recognising  the  Pro- 
tectorate is  one  that  rests  upon  him  and 
him  alone,  and  that,  with  regard  to  what 
has  happened  since,  the  hands  of  succeed- 
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ing  Governments  have  been  tied  by  the 
actual  terms  of  the  bargain  Lord  Salisbury 
made  in  1890.  A  great  deal  of  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  with  reference 
to  Waima  appealed  to  me  very  strongly. 
It  is  undoubtedly  a  very  hard  case,  and 
I  would  only  say  that,  as  far  as  we  are 
concerned  on  this  side  of  the  House,  the 
Government  would  have  our  sympathy 
and  support  in  extending  to  it  the .  most 
liberal  treatment  in  their  power.  I  know 
there  have  been  great  difficulties  with 
regard  to  the  case.  I  would  like  to  raise 
again  a  point  on  this  question  which  was 
referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  in  con- 
nection with  the  payment  of  £10,000  at 
the  request  of  the  French  Government 
for  losses  sustained  by  French  mission- 
aries in  Uganda.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
criticised  very  strongly  our  action  in 
making  that  payment  without  having 
got  compensation  for  what  had  taken 
place  in  Waima.  It  fell  to  me  to  defend 
the  payment  of  that  £10,000,  and  I 
submit  that  when  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment undertook  to  pay  the  £10,000  to 
the  French  missionaries,  instead  of  in- 
sisting upon  the  British  East  Africa 
Company  paying  it,  they  did  so  because 
they  were  dealing  with  the  question,  not 
on  what  they  believed  to  be  the  strict 
and  narrow  ground  of  legal  right,  but 
because  they  wished  to  approach  it  on 
generous  grounds.  When  I  had  to  defend 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  this 
House,  my  defence  was  that  there  were 
two  great  countries,  with  very  important 
questions  and  controversies  between  them, 
and  it  was  not  wise  to  haggle  over  smaller 
points ;  that  especially  a  case  like  this, 
where  views  differ,  and  it  was  a  question 
of  money  payment,  should  be  dealt  with 
on  broad  and  generous  lines.  1  think  the 
Government  chose  the  better  and  more 
magnanimous  part  in  paying  the  £10,000. 
I  wish  the  French  Government  could  have 
taken  the  same  view  •  and  I  hope,  now 
that  so  much  has  been  settled  between 
the  two  Governments,  the  French  Govern- 
ment may  l>e  able  to  isolate  from  their 
minds  the  payment  of  £10,000  which  we 
made  on  their  demand,  though  we  were 
of  opinion,  and  are  still  of  opinion,  that 
if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  had  been 
strictly  argued  out,  it  was  an  exceedingly 
generous  payment  to  have  made.  I  trust 
that  the  result  of  this  debate  will  be  to 
impress  upon  the  French  Government 
how  very  similar,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
Sir  E.  Grey. 


may  be  treated,  the  claim  with  regard  to 
Waima  is  to  the  claim  they  made  on  be- 
half of  their  own  Catholic  missionaries  in 
Uganda. 

♦Sir  K  SASSOON  (Hythe):  I  am. 
moved  to  interpose  in  the  debate 
by  the  reflection  that  any  con- 
tribution, however  slender,  by  the 
humblest  member  of  the  Committee  who 
happens  to  have  some  knowledge  of  China 
may  be  acceptable.  I  listened  with  unre- 
mitting interest  and  attention  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  in  regard  to  China,  and  it  cer- 
tainly seems  to  me  to  be  a  great  advance 
upon  former  statements  of  policy  made 
by  the  Government.  I  was  especially 
glad  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
strongly  object  to  the  removal  of  the 
capital  from  Pekin,  and  that  they  would 
hold  the  Chinese  Government  personally 
responsible  for  any  alienation  of  territory 
in  the  Yang-tsze  region.  But  I  listened 
in  vain  for  any  statement  as  to  whether 
my  right  hon.  friend  had  in  his  mind  any 
means  of  seeing  that  those  engagements 
into  which  the  Chinese  Government  have 
entered  are  to  be  fulfilled.  Take  the 
case  of  the  Pekin  and  Hankow  railway. 
While  Her  Majesty's  Government  were 
receiving  assurances  of  non-alienation 
from  the  Chinese  Government  the 
present  concessionaires  of  the  railway 
cut  in  and  obtain  a  contract  for  its  con- 
struction in  the  very  heart  of  our  sphere 
of  influence,  and  inferentially  obtain 
exclusive  rights  over  the  whole  of  the  land 
across  which  the  railway  would  have  to 
run.  In  regard  to  the  revolt  which  took 
place  in  the  Palace  in  Pekin,  I  deplore 
the  countenance  which  was  given 
by  the  famous  tea  party  to  the  usurp- 
ation by  the  Dowager  Empress  of 
the  Throne  of  the  Emperor  of  China. 
If  the  information  in  our  possession 
as  to  what  was  brewing  fell  short 
of  enabling  us  to  exercise  some  timely 
influence  on  behalf  of  the  young  Emperor, 
I  submit  that  we  ought  certainly  to  have 
refrained  from  giving  any  colourable 
sanction  to  a  regime  which  did  not 
bode  any  good  to  China  or  to  our  own 
interests.  I  firmly  believe  that  our 
Minister  would  have  immensely  increased 
his  prestige  and  position  if,  cutting  him- 
self adrift  from  his  colleagues  in  the 
Diplomatic  body,  he  had  abstained  from 
acknowledging  the  machinations  of  an 
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oligarchy  mainly  composed  of  corrupt 
and  besotted  reactionaries.  I  do  not  wish 
to  minimise  the  signal  services  rendered 
by  Sir  Claude  Macdonald  when  confronted 
by  extreme  difficulties.  These  difficul- 
ties he  has  surmounted  by  the  exercise  of 
undoubted  skill,  and  tact,  and  resource.  I 
believe,  indeed,  that  Sir  Claude  Macdonald 
has  done  more  for  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  in  China  than  any  other  of  our 
representatives.  His  opportune  inter- 
cession in  favour  of  Kung-Yi,  the  chief  of 
the  reform  party  in  China,  was  the  means 
of  saving  the  life  of  that  able  man,  a 
course  that  must  redound  to  the  credit 
and  character  of  the  British  Envoy.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  and  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  York  rather  fell  foul  of 
Russia  in  the  course  of  their  speeches. 
They  seemed  to  consider  ill  of  its 
scope  and  probable  effects.  I  frankly 
confess  that  a  case  might  be  made 
out  for  those  who  condemned  Russia. 
I  also  admit  that  some  economic  or 
geographical  causes  in  Russia,  or,  better 
still,  the  boundless  ambition  of  many 
men  in  that  country,  might  account 
for  .  what  has  taken,  place.  The  ink 
was  not  dry  on  the  compact  between 
Great  Britain  and  Russia  in  regard  to 
China  when  proposals  were  made  in  Pekin 
which  were  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
spirit  of  that  Agreement.  I  say  "  spirit," 
because  while  we  have  engaged  not  to 
interrupt  her  schemes  north  of  the 
Great  Wall,  for  some  occult  reason  or 
other  a  similar  concession  has  not 
been  made  to  us  south  of  that  Wall. 
I  am  inclined  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  how 
it  is  that  that  arises,  and  that  the 
definition  of  the  Yang-tsze  region  has 
been  whittled  down  so  much.  What  is 
the  meaning  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  attach  to  the  word  "basin  "1 
Does  it  embrace  all  the  territory  watered 
by  the  Yang-tsze  river  itself,  and  its 
tributaries  ?  My  noble  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  York  has  been  good  enough,  in  a 
speech  characteristic  of  eloquence,  to  treat 
the  Committee  to  the  impressions  he 
gathered  during  his  distinguished  com- 
mercial travels.  He  also  presented  us 
with  an  almost  cut  .  and  dried 
scheme  by  which  he  expects  to 
bring  about  the  regeneration  of  China. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  keystone 
of  the  edifice  suggested  by  my  noble 
friend  is  that  we  should  enlist  and  mobi- 


lise a  solid  phalanx  of  Chinese  troops  in 
order  to  prevent,  I  suppose,  Russia  or  any 
other  Power  taking  liberties  with  our 
rights  in  the  Chinese  Empire,  or  assail- 
ing India.  I  do  not  pretend  to  bo 
able  to  say  whether  the  latter  con- 
tingency is  chimerical,  but  I  do  say  that 
with  our  present  responsibilities  in  Egypt 
and  elsewhere,  my  noble  friend,  with  all 
his  dash,  will  find  it  difficult  to  persuade 
the  people  of  this  country  to  undertake 
still  further  extensions  and  responsibilities 
in  the  manner  he  suggests.  I  hope  that 
we  are  not  destined  yet  awhile  to  witness 
a  recrudescence  of  the  state  of  feeling  which 
Lord  Salisbury  25  years  ago  described 
very  aptly  by  the  word  "  Mervousness." 
I  should  like  to  ask  how  the  districts 
bordering  on  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  stand. 
I  take  it  that  Russia,  by  means  of  the 
railway  to  Pekin,  will  be  able  to  join  with 
the  French  railway  coming  from  the 
south-west  of  China,  and  running  direct 
through  the  territory  in  which  we  are 
interested.  The  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
has  also  pointed  out  that  no  provision  has 
been  made  against  preferential  rafes  or 
preferential  treatment  such  as  is  certain  to 
occur  later  on.  I  now  turn  to  the  other 
side  of  the  shield.  I  congratulate  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  spirited 
effort  they  have  made  to  secure — and 
very  substantially  to  secure — British 
rights  in  other  parts  of  China. 
The  acquisition  of  Kowloon  and 
Mire  Bay  has  immensely  strengthened 
our  naval  and  military  position. 
Then  again — I  am  sorry  I  differ  from  the 
hon.  Baronet  opposite — I  think  that  the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  arms  at  Wei- 
hai-wei  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  activity 
of  another  Power  is  another  feather  in  the 
cap  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
opening  of  another  free  port,  and  the 
vigorous  stand  made  against  the  unjusti- 
fiable pretence  of  another  Power  in 
Shanghai  are  also  matters  on  which  the 
Government  are  to  be  congratulated.  But 
all  these  would  be  eclipsed  by  any  failure 
to  uphold  the  integrity  of  the  Yang-tsze 
Valley  in  its  fullest  sense.  Already,  as 
my  noble  friend  has  pointed  out,  there 
has  been  very  serious  attempts  made 
to  confiscate  British  owned  property 
by  the  Russian  and  French  consuls. 
At  one  port  it  was  sought  to 
confiscate  property  which  was  held  and 
enjoyed  ever  since  the  port  had  been 
opened,  and  the  right  to  which  had  never 
been  questioned,  but  our  Minister,  with 
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very  considerable  promptitude,  went  to 
the  scene  of  these  attempted  depredations. 
Then,  at  Han-kau,  which  we  are  told  is  to 
be  the  Chicago  of  China,  British  mer- 
chants who  had  been  established  there 
for  a  whole  generation  have  been  inter- 
dicted from  trading  by  Russia,  and 
advised  to  move  out  of  the  settlement. 
Hon.  Members  who  know  anything  of 
the  fiscal  system  of  Russia  will  not 
believe  that  British  trade  and  enterprise 
in  the  whole  of  the  north  of  China,  or 
wherever  Russian  power  is  consoli- 
dated, will  come  in  for  anything 
but  the  shortest  of  shrifts,  or  have 
anything  meted  out  to  it  but  that 
preferential  treatment  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to 
intercept  all  those  advantages  which  the 
Treaty  of  Tien-tsin  was  designed  to 
confer.  You  could  drive  a  coach  and  six 
through  that  Treaty.  I  may  mention  one 
instance.  The  stipulation  that  Port 
Arthur  should  l»e  reserved  for  the  use  of 
Kussia  and  China  is  a  distinct  infraction 
of  Article  52.  That  being  the  position, 
what  is  the  remedy  ?  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  member  for  the  forest  of 
Dean  spoke  rather  disparagingly  of  the 
prospects  of  an  alliance  between  the  three 
great  Powers.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
seems  to  think  that  it  would  not  be  to 
the  interest  of  any  of  those  Powers  to 
enter  into  an  alliance.or  that  they  would  be 
debarred  by  constitutional  prescriptions. 
But  the  alliance  I  would  respectfully  urge 
the  Government  to  enter  into  would 
l>e  a  defensive  alliance.  Those  Powers 
have  interests  and  rights  in  China,  and  if 
they  are  attacked  they  will  be  obliged  to 
stand  up  for  them.  In  my  humble  judg- 
ment a  defensive  alliance  would  have 
every  prospect  of  duration.  At  any  rate 
we  cannot  afford  to  ignore  any  considera- 
tion which  would  enable  us  to  maintain 
our  trade  in  the  midst  of  all  the  rivalries 
which  entangle  the  position  in  China.  At 
present  we  appear,  as  far  as  China  is  con- 
cerned, to  be  in  a  state  of  suspended 
animation,  or,  perhaps  more  correctly,  in 
a  disembodied  condition.  Until  the 
question  of  the  Yang-teze  Valley  is 
settled  I  would  humbly  urge  the  Govern- 
ment to  stiffen  their  backs  and  to  show 
the  same  leaven  of  grit  and  virility  which 
they  displayed  with  such  conspicuous  suc- 
cess in  the  North  and  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  and  even  in  China  itself,  when  they 
made  Count  Muroavieff  withdraw  his  pro- 
lestagainstthe  Newchwang  loan,  so  that  the 
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British  flag  may  continue  to  be  regarded 
as  the  symbol  of  liberty,  security,  and 
unrestricted  freedom  of  trade. 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (York  W.R., 
Barnsley) :  It  will  not  be  necessary  for 
me  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee 
by  demonstrating  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  failed  to  carry  out 
their  announced  policy  in  the  Far  East  of 
upholding  intact  British  treaty  rights. 
The  "  open  door  "  means,  not  only  equal 
opportunities  for  general  trade,  but  also 
equal  opportunities  to  undertake  com- 
mercial enterprises,  whether  the  construc- 
tion of  railways  or  the  development  of 
mines.  When  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, unasked,  conceded  to  Germany 
preferential  rights  in  the  great  pro- 
vince of  Shantung  the  open  door  was 
doomed,  and  then  it  became  clear  to 
everyone  but  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  by  this  action  they  had  made  it 
inevitable  that  a  similar  concession  must 
be  granted  to  Russia  in  regard  to  Man- 
churia. I  wish  to  refer  to  the  recently 
concluded  Anglo  -  Russian  Agreement. 
Lord  Salisbury,  in  his  first  public  announce- 
ment of  the  conclusion  of  this  Agreement, 
naturally  minimised  its  importance,  inas- 
much as,  in  a  telegram  accepting  the  pro- 
posed Agreement  in  its  general  scope,  on 
February  22nd,  he  remarks  that  "Her 
Majesty*  Government  cannot  but  note 
the  scanty  dimensions  to  which  it  has 
been  reduced  by  these  long  negotiations." 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  all  parties  in  the 
country  have  strongly  expressed  the 
opinion  that  an  agreement  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Russian 
Government  in  regard  to  China  ought  to 
be  sought,  and  the  announcement  that 
such  an  agreement  had  been  reached  was 
hailed  with  satisfaction  by  the  nation. 
When,  however,  the  text  of  this  Agree- 
ment was  before  us,  we  found  that  it  was 
so  limited  in  its  scope  that  our  satisfac- 
tion was  greatly  diminished.  The  object 
of  this  Agreement  is  stated  to  be  "a 
sincere  desire  to  avoid  in  China  all  cause 
of  conflict  where  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  meet,  and  to  avert  all 
causes  of  complications  between  them." 
I  should  like  to  examine  the  Agreement 
in  order  to  see  how  far  this  most  desir- 
able object  has  been  secured.  In  the  first 
place  Great  Britain  engages  not  to  seek 
tor  her  own  account,  or  on  behalf  of 
British  subjects,  or  of  others,  any  railway 
concessions  north  of  the  Great  Wall  of 
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directly,  applications  supported  by  the 
Russian  Government  for  railway  con- 
cessions in  that  region.  In  the  second 
place,  it  is  stated  in  the  additional  Note, 
that  the  present  special  Agreement  is 
naturally  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with 
the  right  of  the  Russian  Government  to 
support,  if  it  thinks  fit,  applications  of 
Russian  subjects  or  establishments  for 
concessions  for  railways  which,  starting 
from  the  main  Manchurian  line,  in  a  south- 
westerly direction,  will  traverse  the 
region  in  which  the  Chinese  line,  termi- 
nating at  Sin-ming-ting  and  Newchwang, 
is  to  be  constructed.  In  referenco  to 
stipulation  No.  1,  I  would  draw  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  earlier  communica- 
tions from  the  Russian  Government  lead- 
ing up  to  the  Agreement,  all  that  Russia 
asked  for  was  that  England  should  under- 
take the  same  engagement  in  regard  to 
Manchuria  which  Russia  was  prepared  to 
give  in  regard  to  the  Yang-tsze  basin.  I 
would  ask  why,  in  the  Agreement  con- 
cluded, the  Russian  sphere  of  concessions 
is  defined  as  north  of  the  Great  Wall  of 
China  instead  of  simply  as  Manchuria,  and 
whether  this  indicates  that  the  Russian 
sphere  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  limited  to 
Manchuria.  I  would  point  out  that, 
though  we  consider  Corea  as  practically 
being  an  independent  kingdom,  the  vague- 
ness of  the  Agreement  would  appear  to 
make  it  possible  for  Russia  to  contend  in 
the  future  that  geographically  some  por- 
tion, at  any  rate,  of  Corea  is  north  of  the 
Great  Wall  of  China ;  and  England 
has  debarred  herself  in  that  area 
from  undertaking  commercial  enterprises 
or  supporting,  directly  or  indirectly,  the 
just  claim  of  her  natural  allies  the  Japa- 
nese to  preferential  rights  and  privileges. 
This  is  an  interpretation  calculated  to 
jeopardise  the  friendly  relations  and  the 
co-operation  of  England  and  Japan  in  the 
Far  East.  Another  serious  defect  in  the 
Agreement  is  the  absence  of  any  exact 
definition  of  the  limits,  regarded  as  those 
of  the  Yang-tsze  basin,  which  the  Rus- 
sian Government  repeatedly  stated  it 
would  be  necessary  to  know  before  con- 
cluding the  arrangement.  In  reply  to  a 
question  which  I  put  to  the  Under 
Secretary,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
the  Yang-tsze  Basin  comprised  the  pro- 
vinces adjoining  the  Yang-tsze  River  and 
the  provinces  of  Ho-nan  and  Che  Kiang. 
To  a  second  question  as  to  whether 
Her     Majesty's     Government  could 


j  state  exactly  or  approximately  the  point 
at  which  the  Pekin-Hankau  Railway 
would  enter  the  basin  of  the  Yang-tsze 
River  I  received  the  reply,  "At  the 
watershed  of  the  Yang-tsze  River." 
These  two  answers  are  clearly  incon- 
sistent, as  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be 
imagined  that  the  boundary  of  the  pro- 
vinces to  the  north  of  the  Yang-tsze  River 
is  identical  with  the  lino  of  the  water- 
shed of  tho  river.  What  I  therefore 
desire  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is, 
whether    the    definition    of    the  geo- 

?'aphical  limits  of  Manchuria  and  the 
ang-tsze  basin,  as  understood  in  the 
Anglo-Russian  Agreement — which  was  to 
be  fixed,  on  further  examination,  by  a 
later  Agreement — has  yet  been  arrived  at. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  right  of  Russia 
to  undertake  the  construction  of  railways 
starting  from  the  main  Manchurian  line 
in  a  south-westerly  direction.  This 
stipulation  cannot  refer  to  railways  north 
of  the  Great  Wall,  as  in  respect  of  that 
district  the  exclusive  right  of  Russia  to 
construct  railways  is  clearly  recognised  in  * 
j  the  first  letter  exchanged.  The  additional 
Note  can,  therefore,  be  only  understood  to 
apply  to  a  district  in  China  south  of  theGreat 
Wall.  And  what  I  should  like  the  Com- 
mittee specially  to  notice  is  the  fact  that 
in  the  Agreement  with  Russia  there  is  no 
understanding  set  forth  calculated  to  avoid 
all  cause  of  conflict  whore  the  interests 
of  Great  Britain  and  Russia  meet  in  that 
enormous  tract  of  territory  in  China 
stretching  from  the  Great  Wall  south- 
wards to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
Yang-tsze  Basin.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
we  snail  have  a  definite  statement  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  what  the 
arrangement  really  is  in  regard  to  this 
portion  of  the  Chinese  Empire.  I  would 
also  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how 
far  in  a  south-westerly  direction 
from  the  Manchurian  Railway  the 
right  of  Russia  to  construct  railways  is 
recognised.  Already  the  Rusac-Chinese 
Bank  has  constructed  a  railway  100  miles 
in  length  from  Pekin  southwards 
to  Pao-tmg ;  and  the  extension  of  that 
railway  southwards  to  Cheng-ting  is  now 
proceeding.  Russia  has,  again,  the  right 
to  construct  a  line  140  miles  westward  to 
Tai-yuan-fu,  and,  according  to  repeated 
reports  last  year,  also  from  that  point  a 
further  line,  about  330  miles  long,  to 
Si-ngan-fu,  the  capital  of  Shan-si,  and  a 
point,  I  may  observe,  only  200  miles 
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Chinese  Bank  deny  having  made  this 
application,  but  the  Russian  Governineut 
have  made  no  denial.  Russia  will 
certainly  desire  to  link  up  the  railway 
system  to  which  I  have  just  referred  with 
her  Manchurian  railways,  and  this  means 
that  she  will  not  only  dominate  North 
China,  but  be  placed  practically  in  military 
occupation  of  the  country  southwards  to 
the  boundary  of  the  Yang-tsze  Basin.  The 
importance  of  establishing  herself  at  Si- 
ngan-fu  is  apparent,  when  we  remember 
that  it  is  situated  on  the  immemorial  trade 
route  to  Central  Asia,  and  it  is  the  city 
which  the  Chinese  Government  have  con- 
templated making  the  capital  of  China,  if 
their  position  at  Pekin  becomes  intoler- 
able. I  would  further  ask  whether,  in 
recognising  the  right  of  Russia  to  build 
railways  in  a  south-westerly  direction 
from  her  main  Manchurian  line,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  did  not  obtain  an 
assurance  from  Russia  that  the  route  of 
these  lines  should  not  be  in  such  close 
proximity  to  the  Pekin-Shanghai-Kwan 
•Niu-chwang  line  as  would  enable  them  to 
be  in  any  sense  competing  lines  for  the 
traffic  which  would  otherwise  naturally 
come  over  the  railway  now  being  con- 
structed with  British  capital.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  sent  special 
instructions  last  year  to  Sir  Claude 
Macdonald  to  insist  upon  the  insertion  of 
provisions  in  all  railway  concessions 
securing  equal  treatment  for  British 
trade  and  British  nationals.  But  I  observe 
the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  contains  no 
such  provisions.  This  is  the  more  un- 
accountable, inasmuch  as  Lord  Salisbury 
telegraphed  to  Sir  Claude  Macdonald,  on 
the  10th  of  September  last,  that  pre- 
ferential railway  rates,  or  differential 
treatment,  should  of  course  be  provided 
against  in  agreement  with  Russia  in 
regard  to  railway  concessions  in  Manchuria 
and  the  Yang-tsze  region.  I  also  find  it 
stated  in  the  Agreement  that  the  two 
Governments  have  nowise  in  view  to 
infringe  in  any  way  the  sovereign  rights 
of  China  or  existing  treaties.  But  I  would 
point  out  to  the  Committee  that,  if  ulti- 
mately territory  in  China  be  annexed  by 
Russia,  it  will  no  longer  be  a  part  of 
the  Chinese  Empire ;  and  the  rights 
which  this  country  now  enjoys  under 
treaties  entered  into  with  the  Chinese 
Government  would  bo  absolutely  abro- 
gated. I,  therefore,  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  any  agreement  has 
been  arrived  at  with  the  Russian 
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Government  which  will 
each  nation  equal  opportunities 
trade  in  the  spheres  in  which 
preferential  right  of  either  nation  has 
been  recognised,  not  only  so  long  as  they 
remain  integral  parts  of  the  Chinese  Em- 
pire, but  even  after  partition  has  taken 
place,  should  that  come  about.  I  think 
the  Committee  ought  also  to  have  some 
explanation  of  the  support  given  by  the 
British  Legation  at  Pekin  in  sending  a 
communication  to  the  Yamen  explaining 
that  Russia  had  made  no  demand,  but  only 
a  friendly  request  that  China  should  con- 
cede in  principle  the  right  to  build  a 
railway  to  Pekin  when  applied  for  by 
Russian  subjects.  And  I  would  draw  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention  to  the 
ridiculous  position  in  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  subsequently  placed 
when  the  Russian  Minister  notified  the 
Tsung-li-Yamen  that — 

"  Russia  is  unable  to  regard  Chinese  wishes 
in  the  matter,  and  will  Bend  engineers  to  survey 
a  line  for  connecting  the  Russian  Manchurian 
Railway  in  the  south-west  to  Pekin." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  China  Corre- 
spondence (No.  2)  just  published, 
and  the  Notes  exchanged  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Russia  with 
regard  to  their  respective  railway 
interests  in  China,  most  unfortunately 
demonstrate  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  still  pursuing  a  policy  of  drift 
and  of  so-called  "graceful  concessions" 
which  will  result,  in  the  long  run,  in 
serious  injury  to  British  commercial 
interests  in  Northern  and  Central  China. 
A  particularly  humiliating  diplomatic 
defeat  is  that  sustained  with  regard  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  Newchwang  extension 
loan  contract.  On  the  8th  of  August, 
1898,  Lord  Salisbury  informed  the  Chinese 
Minister  that  Russia  had  no  right  what- 
ever to  object  to  a  mortgage  loan  being 
made  by  the  Hong-kong  and  Shanghai 
Bank  for  the  Newchwang  Railway  ;  and  he 
strongly  advised  China  to  pay  no  regard 
to  the  Russian  Governments  objection. 
And  yet  our  Foreign  Minister  allowed 
himself  to  be  driven  to  so  completely 
abandon  that  position  that  the  loan  was 
concluded  without  any  mortgage  on  that 
portion  of  the  line  north  of  the  Great 
Wall.  Such  surrenders  must  of  necessity 
entirely  destroy  the  prestige  and  influence 
of  this  country  with  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment. Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  draw 
attention  to  what  I  consider  is  not  an  un- 
important  matter  in  connection  with  the 
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negotiations  which  arose  as  to  the  New- 
chwang  Extension  Loan.  I  find  that, 
after  the  negotiations  had  been  proceed- 
ing for  months,  our  representative  in  St. 
Petersburg  had  to  admit  his  utter  igno- 
rance of  the  true  locality  of  Si-nming- 
ting ;  and  apparently  no  official  map  was 
in  his  possession  showing  distinctly  the 
railway  which  was  to  be  constructed  by 
the  proposed  Newchwang Extension  Loan ; 
and  it  was  only  on  reference  to  a  map  of 
Manchuria  in  Colquhoun's  "China  in 
Transformation"  that  our  represen- 
tative was  enabled  to  ascertain  the 
precise  situation  of  Si-nming-ting.  It 
is  only  fair  to  point  out  that  a  similar 
ignorance  was  displayed  by  the  Russian 
officials.  I  only  drew  attention  to  this 
matter  in  order  to  venture  the  suggestion 
that  it  is  high  time  our  officials  abroad 
were  provided  with  the  most  complete 
maps,  and  the  fullest  information  gener- 
ally, whenever  they  have  to  conduct 
negotiations  of  so  difficult  and  delicate  a 
nature.  In  the  correspondence  just  pub- 
lished between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Russian  Government  we 
have  most  startling  evidence  that  Lord 
Salisbury,  though  he  was  a  party  to 
giving,  unasked,  to  Germany  preferential 
rights  and  privileges  in  the  province  of 
Shantung,  did  not  seem  at  all  anxious  to 
secure  similar  rights  and  privileges  for 
this  country  in  the  Yang-tsze  Basin.  In 
a  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Scott  on  the 
27th  of  February  last,  with  reference 
to  the  proposal  to  limit  the  Agree- 
ment with  Russia  to  simply  imposing 
upon  England  and  Russia  the  obligation 
of  abstaining  from  opposing  Russian  and 
English  railways  in  Manchuria  and  the 
Yang-tsze  Basin  respectively,  Lord  Salis- 
bury stated : 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government,  however,  are 
not  disponed  to  take  any  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal, now  made  by  Count  Muravieff,  on 
account  of  its  more  limited  application.  Eng- 
land and  Kuasia  will  still  each  be  bound  to 
abstain  from  opposing  railway  projects  of  the 
other  in  its  own  sphere  of  interest,  but  they 
are  not  bound  each  to  abstain  from  projecting 
railways  of  its  own  in  the  other's  sphere  of 
interest." 

I  must  confess  that  I  read  these  words 
with  amazement.  The  only  meaning  they 
can  bear  is  that  Lord  Salisbury  had  no 
objection  to  leave  Russia  free  to  under- 
take the  construction  of  railways  in  the 
Yang-tsze  Basin.  It  is  true  that  he 
adds: 

"  This  latter  method  of  opposition  is  not  one 
that  is  likely  in  either  case  to  be  adopted,  but 


it  cannot  be  said  to  impose  any  special  disad- 
vantage on  Great  Britain." 

Having  regard  to  the  position  thus 
taken  up  by  Lord  Salisbury  in  re- 
spect to  the  Yang  tsze  Basin,  the  Com- 
mittee is  surely  entitled  to  have  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  a 
clear  and  definite  statement  as  to  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  claim  any 
preferential  rights  or  interests  in  the 
Yang-tsze  Basin  whatever,  so  that  this 
country  may  know  exactly  where  we  are. 
As  to  Germany,  the  German  Ambassador 
declared  to  Lord  Salisbury  that  Germany 
had  acquired  "  a  special  position  "  in  Shan- 
tung, "  whereas  Great  Britain,  not  having 
occupied  any  place  in  the  Yang-tsze 
region,  that  region  is  still  unreservedly 
open  to  German  enterprise."  In  reply  to 
a  question  in  the  House,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  no  further  com- 
munication had  l>een  addressed  to  the 
German  Government  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Unless  an  agreement  be  entered 
into,  under  which  Germany  will  re- 
cognise the  British  nation  as  possessing 
similar  preferential  rights  in  the  Yang- 
tsze  Basin  to  those  which  we  have  con- 
ceded to  Germany  in  Shantung,  our 
interests  cannot  be  regarded  as  by 
any  means  fully  protected.  It  is 
most  desirable  that  we  should  co-operate 
with  Germany  as  far  as  possible  in 
the  Far  East ;  but  it  would,  I  submit,  be 
very  foolish  on  our  part  to  rely  much  on 
the  assistance  and  support  of  Germany  in 
China.  It  is  obvious  that  Germany  will 
not  risk  any  conflict  with  Russia  in  the 
Far  East  which  would  expose  her  to 
attack  on  two  frontiers  in  Europe,  where 
she  is  situated  between,  so  to  speak,  tho 
hammer  and  the  anvil,  having  Russia  on 
her  eastern  and  France  on  her  western 
frontier.  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
is  any  truth  in  the  rumour  that  the 
British  Government  are  alwut  to  transfer 
Wei-hai-wei  to  Germany.  I  sincerely 
trust  this  report  is  well  founded. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No,  Sir,  there  is  no 
truth  in  the  rumour. 

♦Mr.  WALTON  :  Well,  I  regret  to  hear 
it.  I  certainly  had  hoped  it  was  true. 
Wei-hai-wei  was  taken,  we  were  told,  to 
restore  the  balance  of  power  after  Russia 
had  seized  Port  Arthur,  and  to  give 
courage  to  the  Chinese  Government  at 
Pekin.   But  of  what  earthly  use,  I  ask,  will 
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Wei-hai-wei  l»c  to  this  country  when 
Russia  becomes  practically   in  military 
occupation  of  North  China,  and  probably 
of  Pekin   itself  ?    I  therefore  earnestly  I 
hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  j 
lose  no  time  in  getting  rid  of  the  white  , 
elephant  of  Woi-hai-woi,  that  they  will 
abstain  from  spending  money  over  it,  and 
that  they  will,  instead,  take  possession  of  I 
some  other  position  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Yang-tsze  where  our  interests  are  I 
predominant.      Then,  with  regard  to , 
British    commercial    interests    in  the 
densely  populated  regions  of  Southern 
China,  I  have  more  than  once  culled  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  definite  i 
Agreement  l>etwcen  the  Governments  of 
France  and  England,  of  January,  1896, 
under  which  each  nation  undertook  to  use  . 
its  good  offices  to  secure  each  for  the 
other  equal  rights,  privileges,  and  advan- 
tages for  the  prosecution  of  trade  in  the 
provinces    of    Yunnan  and    Szechuan.  I 
This  Agreement  appears  to  have  been 
entirely  disregarded    by    the  French 
Government    without,    so    far   as  the 
Committee  have  as  yet  been  informed, 
any  protest  whatever  having  been  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  A  demand 
was  certainly  made  upon  the   Chinese  , 
Government  on  the  25th  of  April,  1898, 
for  an  assurance,  in  writing,  in  regard  to  ' 
the  provinces  of  Yunnan  and  Kwang-tung, 
similar  to  that  given  to  France  ;  but.  con- 
tinuing t  he  policy  of  drift  which  litis  so  dis- 
credited British  prestige  in  China,the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  to  inform  the  House  | 
the  other  day  that  the  assurance  in 
writing  had  not  yet  been  roceived,  and  : 
was  no  longer  being  insisted   on.     A  j 
further  important  point,  which  may  affect , 
seriously  British  commercial  interests  in 
South  China,  is  the  position  taken  up  by 
France  with  regard  to  the  province  of 
Kwang-si,  in  respect  of  which  they  have 
compelled  the  Chinese  Government  to 
enter  into  agreement  as  to  non-aliena- 
tion, ceding,  or  leasing.     The  right 
hon.    Gentleman     the    Under  Secre- 
tary for    Foreign    Affairs,    in  reply 
to  a  question  1  put  to  him,  admitted 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  not 
addressed  a  similar  demand  to  the  Chinese 
Government,  on  the  ground  that  the  pro-  j 
vince  of  Kwang-si  did  not  affect  British 
interests  in  the  same  way  as  the  province 
of  Yunnan  and  Kwang-tung.    I  would, 
however,  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  merchants  of  Hong- 
kong take  a  view  of  the  importance  of 

Mr.  Walton. 


our  commercial  interests  in  Kwang-si 
which  is  diametrically  opposed  to  that  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  They  declared 
to  the  noble  and  gallant  Lord  the  Member 
for  York  that  Great  Britain  ought  to 
indicate  clearly  that  the  immense  amount 
of  British  trade  interests  in  the  provinces 
of  Kwang-tung  and  Kwang-si  are  such  as 
to  make  it  impossible  for  her  ever  to  allow, 
under  any  conditions,  prohibitive  tariffs 
similar  to  those  put  on  in  Madagascar  and 
Indo-China.  With  regard  to  that  most 
interesting  and  also  able  work  "The 
Break-up  of  China,"  by  Lord  Charles 
Beresford,  perhaps  I  may  l>e  per- 
mitted to  say  how  much,  in  my  opinion, 
the  whole  nation  is  indebted  to  the 
noble  Lord  for  having  undertaken,  in 
our  commercial  interests,  the  visit  which 
he  has  reoently  made  to  China.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  seemed  some- 
what amused  that  the  noble  Lord  should 
have  assumed  the  new  role  of  a  commercial 
emissary.  For  my  part,  however,  I 
believe  that,  so  far  from  having  diminished 
the  admiration  with  which  he  is  regarded 
as  a  gallant  and  dashing  naval  officer,  the 
noble  Lord  has  increased  his  prestige,  if 
possible,  by  the  peaceful  mission  he  under- 
took to  promote  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  which  has  resulted  in  his 
giving  to  the  world  a  mass  of  valuable 
commercial  information,  prepared  in  a 
manner  so  careful  and  lucid  that  it  would 
do  credit  to  any  man  entirely  engaged 
in  commercial  affairs.  In  view  of  the 
opinion  of  the  commercial  men  of 
Hong  kong,  I  ask  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  not  reconsider  their 
decision  to  take  no  steps  to  uphold 
British  commercial  interests  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Kwang-si.    With  regard  to  the 

Ct  Province  of  Kwang-tung,  the 
in  land  of  Hong.kong,  the  position  of 
affairs  is  exactly  similar  to  that  in  refer- 
ence to  Yunnan  ;  and  the  opinion  I  have 
quoted  of  the  commercial  men  at  Hong- 
kong in  respect  to  the  extreme  import- 
ance of  upholding  British  commercial 
interests  in  Kwang-si  applies  with  still 
greater  force  to  Kwang-tung.  I  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  did 
not  favour  the  Committee  with  any  in- 
formation on  this  point  when  Chinese 
affairs  were  last  under  discussion,  will 
now  give  the  Committee  some  clear  state- 
ment of  what  the  Government  policy  is 
to  be  in  regard  to  the  upholding  and 
safeguarding  of  British  commercial  inte- 
rests in  Southern  Chin-v    Surely  in  the 
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ettlement  of  our  outstanding  differences 
with  France  some  attempt   has  been 
made  to  come  to  an  amicable  and  equit- 
able agreement  under  which  we  shall  be 
able  to  co-operate  alongside  of  France  in 
the  development  of  Southern  China  on 
equal  terms  and  conditions.    As  affecting 
the  support  which  Italy  may  be  expected 
to  give  us,  if  she  secures  a  footing  in 
China,   I  regret    that    Her  Majesty's 
Government  should  have  jeopardised  the 
friendly  relations  between  this  country 
and  our   old   traditional  ally  Italy  by 
having  handed  over  to  France,  so  far  as 
they  could  do   it,  the  hinterland  of 
Tripoli,  to  which  the  Italians  have  un- 
doubtedly a  superior  claim.     And  I 
should  like  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  what,  if  any,  communication 
has    passed    between    Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Italian  Government 
in  regard  to  this  matter.    I  am  glad  to 
see  that  Lord  Salisbury — who  mini- 
mised the  value  of  railways  in  China, 
and  expressed  considerable   doubt  as 
to    whether    they     would    ever  be 
constructed,  and,   if    they    were  con- 
structed, whether  they  would  not  prove 
a  most  unfortunate  speculation — has  now 
been  driven  to  regard  the  question  of 
the  laying  down  of  railways  in  that 
country  as  one  of  supreme  importance, 
for  I  noticed  the  other  day  that  the 
noble  Lord  said  :  "  The  politics  of  China 
are  the  politics  of  railways."    This  re- 
cognition   by  Lord    Salisbury  of  the 
vital    part  that  railways  are  going  to 
play  in  the  future  of  the  Chinese  Empire 
will,    i    trust,    be   followed    by    the  j 
adoption  of  a  more  energetic  policy  in  | 
securing  that  a  fair  proportion  of  them  i 
shall  be  constructed  by  British  enterprise.  | 
It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that,  alone  of  all ' 
the  nations  seeking  to  acquire  [rights  and  j 
interests  in  China,  Great  Britain  will 
permit  other  nations  to  trade  in  her  i 
special  sphere  on  equal  terms  and  condi- 
tions with  herself.    The  knowledge,  too, 
that  there  is  not  the  remotest  desire  on 
the  part  of  this  country  to  interfere  with 
the  sovereign  rights  of  China  ought  to 
have   had   the  effect  of  making  our 
influence    with    the    Chinese  Govern- 
ment   at    Pekin    absolutely     predo-  ; 
minant,    had    not    our   prestige  and 
influence  been  utterly  destroyed  by  the  j 
diplomatic  defeats  that  we  have  courted 
and  suffered  at  the  hands  of  other  Powers. 
We  were  told  in  a  formal  and  explicit 
manner  last  year,  by  Lord  Salisbury,  that  . 


negotiations  were  proceeding  for  the 
reorganisation  of  the  Chinese  forces.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  the  Committee  to 
know  what  has  been  the  result  of  these 
negotiations.  The  question  is  When,  if 
ever,  does  Her  Majesty's  Government 
intend  to  take  some  clear  and  definite 
action  to  prevent  our  being  slowly  but 
surely  elbowed  out  of  China  ?  The  con- 
trast between  the  energy  of  the  Russians, 
French,  and  Germans,  and  their  clear 
conception  of  what  they  want,  with  the 
supineness,  irresolution,  and  total  lack 
of  a  clear  and  consistent  policy 
which  has  marked  the  dealings  of  our 
Government  with  a  great  crisis  in 
the  history  of  China,  and  of  British 
interests  in  that  country,  is  most 
humiliating.  If  ever  we  are  to  succeed 
in  asserting  the  priority  of  British  rights 
in  the  Yang-tsze  Basin,  there  is  not  an 
hour  to  lose.  In  my  opinion  it  is  simply 
astounding,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
we  were  the  pioneers  in  opening  up  trade 
with  China,  and  that  we  have  waged  at 
least  two  warsat  an  enormous  cost  to  main- 
tain our  right  to  trade  there,  that  yet  our 
Government  have  neither  the  enterprise 
nor  the  courage  to  move  a  single  finger  to 
enter  into  effective  occupation  of  the  rich 
Yang-tsze  Basin.  The  great  Yang-tsze 
River  ought  to  have  been  surveyed  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  right  to  its 
navigable  limits,  and  a  report  not  only 
presented,  but  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions to  navigation  should  have  been  pro- 
ceeded with  long  ago,  in  order  that  a 
flotilla  of  river  gunboats  might  be 
placed  upon  that  river  to  enable  British 
trade  to  be  carried  on  under  proper 
protection,    and    also    to    assert  our 

friority  of  claim  to  that  region, 
am  glad  to  learn  from  the  speech  of  the 
Under  Secretary  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  contemplate  putting  some 
gunboats  on  the  Yang-tsze ;  and  on  this 
point  I  speak  feelingly,  because,  as  a 
British  subject,  I  shall  look  forward  to 
having  their  protection  when  I  make  my 
intended  expedition  into  Chung-King 
within  the  next  six  months.  I  am  bound 
to  admit  that  the  statement  of  policy 
made  in  the  speech  -  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  a  distinct  step  in  advance, 
and  so  far  as  that  is  the  case,  though  I 
speak  from  the  Radical  benches,  I  congra- 
tulate the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
Government  on  having,  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  become  more  alive  to  the 
serious  dangers  that  face  us  in  regard  to 
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our  commercial  interests  in  the  great 
neutral  market  of  China.  We  cannot 
afford  to  be  driven  out  of  that  market, 
inhabited  as  it  is  by  nearly  a  quarter  of 
the  world's  population.  I  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  seek  in  a  friendly 
fashion  to  work  alongside  with,  and 
to  co-operate  with,  all  other  Powers  inte- 
rested in  opening  up  and  developing  that 
great  Empire  ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is 
our  duty  to  maintain  British  rights,  and 
to  see  that  they  are  preserved  to  us  in 
the  future  on  equal  terms  with  all  other 
nations  throughout  the  Chinese  Empire. 

•Mr. -BILL  (Staffs.,  Leek)  :  I  rise  to 
urge  the  Government  to  consider  favour- 
ably the  claims  of  the  families  of  the 
officers  killed  at  Waima.  These  officers 
lost  their  lives,  not  in  what  we  may  call  the 
ordinary  risks  of  their  vocation,  but  in  what 
I  have  seen  described  as  an  unfortunate 
accident  that  never  should  have  happened. 
They  were  shot  down  by  the  troops  of  a 
friendly  Power,  whose  susceptibilities  we 
have  always  been  ready  to  consider. 
These  friendly  troops  were  operating 
many  miles  within  the  British  sphere.  It 
is  true  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of  a  foe 
common  to  both  the  English  and  the 
French,  and  it  is  equally  correct  that 
neither  expedition  was  aware  of  the 
existence  of  the  other ;  but  the  leader  of 
the  French  expedition,  in  his  eagerness  and 
recklessness,  had  Overlooked  the  bound- 
aries and  had  penetrated  at  one  time  to  a 
point  58  miles  from  French  territory.  No 
doubt  the  responsibility  for  this  slaughter 
rests  upon  his  shoulders,  and  it  does 
seem  to  me  inexplicable  that  the  French 
Government  did  not  at  once  express  its 
regret  for  the  occurrence  and  offer  an  in- 
demnity to  the  families  of  the  slain  officers. 
But  five  and  a  half  years  have  elapsed 
and  nothing  has  been  done,  and  we  do 
not  even  know  if  the  French  Government 
have  given  any  reply  to  the  formal  demand 
addressed  to  them  last  July  by  the  Foreign 
Office.  What  would  the  French  have 
said  had  the  position  been  reversed  ?  If 
our  troops  had  gone  50  miles  beyond  our 
boundaries,  and  had  slain  three  French 
officers,  the  whole  of  France  would  have 
rung  with  denunciations  of  this  country. 
I  do  appeal  most  strongly  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Government 
that  they  will  not  let  this  matter  be  pro- 
tracted any  longer.  There  are  many 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  question,  and  we 
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are  all  agreed  that  it  should  be  settled 
with  the  utmost  despatch. 

•Mr.  MACDONA  (Southwark,  Bother- 
hithe) :  I  would  not  have  intruded  on  the 
present  occasion  but  for  the  fact  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  about 
twelve  months  ago  having  enabled  me,  by 
the  tacit  consent  of  this  House,  to  pay  I 
visit  to  China  whilst  Parliament  was 
sitting.  I  am  glad  I  went  there,  because 
my  visit  has  disabused  my  mind  of  many  of 
the  prejudices  which  I  entertained  as  to  the 
country.  One  of  those  wrong  impressions, 
held  in  common  with  a  great  many  other 
people,  was  that  the  Chinese  people  had  a 
great  objection  to  railways.  What  ap- 
peared to  be  an  insurmountable  objection 
to  railway  construction  in  China  was,  of 
course,  the  worship  which  the  Chinese 
paid  to  their  ancestors.  The  bodies  of 
these  ancestors  are  distributed  all  over 
the  country,  and  there  is  a  great  objection 
to  interfering  with  them.  But,  after  all, 
a  Chinaman  is  an  astute  commercial  man, 
and  now  that  he  finds  that  he  can  get  a 
good  price  for  his  ancestor's  body  his 
objection  to  railways  has  disappeared,  for 
at  a  fixed  rate  of  five  dollars  each  the 
ancestor's  body  has  become  a  valuable 
asset,  and  when  it  has  been  removed  from 
the  route  of  one  railway  it  has  had  a  happy 
knack  of  turning  up  on  the  -  route  of 
another  projected  line  ready  for  sale 
again.  A  new  state  of  affairs  has  of  late 
grown  up  in  China  to  that  which  has  ob- 
tained for  centuries  past,  and  now  there 
are  great  possibilities  of  opening  up  that 
magnificent  country.  We  already  possess 
something  like  70  per  cent,  of  the  com- 
merce with  that  country,  and  if  we  are 
not  alive  to  our  interests,  if  we  are  not 
firm  in  our  policy  with  that  nation,  I 
very  much  fear  from  what  I  have  seen 
that  our  trade  in  the  future  will  not  be 
as  prosperous  as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  tell  us  to-night  that  our  sphere  of 
influence  in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  is  to  be 
secured,  and  that  British  gunboats  are  to 
protect  our  interests  along  its  course; 
and  that  other  nations  will  not  be 
allowed  to  alienate  that  territory  to 
the  exclusion  of  our  trade.  •  Our  object, 
and  the  object  of  the  Government,  must 
be  to  encourage  trade  with  China. 
Whilst  in  China  I  received  very  great 
courtesy  and  kindness  during  my  visit 
to   Pekin  -  from,    o.ur    Minister  thew, 
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Sir  Claude  Maodonald,  who  has  earnestly 
at  heart  the  interests  of  this  great 
empire.    I  should  like  to  bear  my  un- 
grudging testimony  to  the  hard  work  he 
has  done,  work  which  has  so  seriously 
affected  his  health,  unfortunately.    I  quite 
agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  York  as  to  the  marvellous 
industry,  great  perseverance,  and  energy 
displayed  by  the  Chinese  people  in  the 
development  of  their  own  trade.  They 
work  morning,  noon,  and  night  with  un- 
ceasing toil  and  intelligent  interest  in 
their  work,  and  certainly  we  ought  to 
convert  this  industry  on  the  part  of  this 
wonderful  nation  to  our  own  commercial 
advantage.    We  have  every  facility  for 
approaching  them,  for  I  have  found  that 
a  great  feeling  of  respect  and  attachment 
to  this  country  permeates  the  Chinese 
mind.    I  came  into  contact  with  many  of 
the  Mandarins  and  other  leading  men  in 
China  during  my  visit  there,  and  I  found  j 
one  of  them — Cbang-yen-Maw,  a  man  of  | 
vast  wealth,  who  holds  a  very  exalted 
position,  and  who  possesses  a  controlling 
influence  in  China  at  the  present  time — 
to  be  a  man  of  wide  sympathies  and 
possessing  a  large-hearted  tenderness  for  i 
England  and  its  people,  whatever  may 
be  said  of  him  to  the  contrary.    I  believe 
that  if  we  only  deal  as  openly  with  the  I 
Chinese  as  we  do  with  other  nations  we  , 
shall  largely  increase  our  commercial  | 
strength  in  that  country.    Another  point 
which  has  been  brought  out  in  this  debate 
is  the  fact  that  Chinese  can  be  made  into 
magnificent  soldiers  and  sailors.    I  have 
been  to  Wei-hai-wei,  and  have  seen  the  I 
tops  of  the  vessels  which  were  delibe-  j 
rately    sunk    by    the    Chinese   them-  j 
selves    rather   than    surrender  them 
to  the  enemy,  and  did  what  the  noble 
Lord    the   Member  for    York,    when ' 
he  was  in  command  of  the  "  Condor " 
would  have  done  had  he  been  in  the  same  J 
position  as  the  Chinese  commander.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  admiral  in  com-  j 
mand  of  the  Chinese  squadron,  Admiral 
Ting,  is  a  man  of  undaunted  bravery,  ' 
determined  to  fight  to  the  very  last,  and 
it  was  only   in  consequence  of  direct  I 
instructions  from  Li  Hung  Chang,  his 
chief  on  land,  that  he  did  not  do  so.  I 
believe  that  the  Chinese,  properly  drilled  1 
by  English  officers,  properly  fed  and 
clothed;  and  capably  led,  -will  be  found  to 
make  really  good  soldiers  and  sailors.  In 
conclusion  I  can  only  express  the  hope 
that  the  Government  will  be  firm  in  their 
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determination  to  secure  our  trade  in  the 
Yang-tsze  Valley  and  will  run  a  British 
coast  railway  as  far  as  they  can  from 
Shanghai  to  Hong-kong,  securing  the 
possession  of  British  ports  and  British 
trade  where  they  can  be  protected,  if 
need  be,  by  the  British  Navy. 

•Mr.  MOON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  I  think 
it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment and  our  Legation  at  Poking  were 
not  better  informed  of  the  events  which 
were  taking  place  in  China.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  the  ordinary  diplomatic  staff 
of  our  Legation  there  can  hardly  have, 
during  the  short  time  that  they  are 
placed  at  this  post,  an  opportunity  of 
making  thomselves  masters  of  the  ins  and 
outs  of  Chinese  life.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  propose  a  remedy,  but  probably  some 
scheme  for  giving  the  Chinese  Secretary 
higher  rank  and  greater  prestige,  and 
giving  him  a  greater  number  of  Chinese 
retainers,  woidd  give  the  Legation  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  that  information 
the  absence  of  which  seems  rather  to  have 
endangered  our  credit  in  allowing  this  coup 
iFe'tat  to  take  place,  instead  of  supporting 
the  reform  party.  I  would  say  that  the  coup 
(Petal  having  taken  place  it  would  be  just 
as  well  to  make  friends  with  the  de  facta 
ruler  of  China.  But  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment and  our  Legation  have  failed  to  take 
the  best  step.  Nevertheless  the  invita- 
tion to  break  down  and  remove  the 
barrier  which  ha3  hitherto  been  main- 
tained by  the  Chinese  Court  against 
foreign  ladies  was  one  which  they  did 
not  do  amiss  to  accept.  I  agree  with 
what  has  been  said  as  to  the  Agreement 
effected  by  the  exchange  of  Notes  on  the 
28th  of  April  last,  seeing  that  it  creates  a 
sort  of  no  man's  land  between  the 
Yang-tsze  basin  on  the  south  and  the 
Russian  sphere.  With  regard  to  that  I 
think  the  Additional  Note  is  specially 
unsatisfactory,  as  it  seems  to  me  to  give 
Russia  an  invitation  to  pass  through  this 
no  man's  land.  The  last  clause  runs  thus  : 

"  The  present  special  Agreement  is  naturally 
not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  right  of 
the  Russian  Government  to  support,  if  it 
thinks  lit,  applications  of  Russian  subjects  or 
establishments  lor  concessions  for  railways, 
which,  starting  from  the  main  Manchurian 
line  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  would 
traverse  the  region  in  which  the  Chinese  line 
terminating  at  Si-nmin-ting  and  Newchwangia 
to  be  constructed. " 

My  right  hon.  friend  the  Under 
Sieretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  yesterday, 
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in  answer  to  a  question  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  last  clause,  said  it  did  not,  in  the 
opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
cover  the  question  of  railway  communi- 
cations to  Peking ;  but  if  it  does  not  do  so 
1  am  unable  to  attach  any  meaning  to  it 
at  all.  I  fully  sympathise  with  what  my 
right  hon.  friend  has  said  about  the  great 
difficulty  of  coping  with  the  immensity  of 
work  which  has  been  put  upon  the 
Foreign  Office  by  the  situation  in  China, 
as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
The  Russians  are  in  a  very  much  more 
favourable  position  than  England ;  their 
territory  lies  on  the  frontier  of  their  own 
country,  and  Russians  are  on  the  frontier 
as  soldiers  and  settlers,  and  they  are  more 
easily  in  touch  with  their  new  territories. 
They  are  not  troubled  either  with  a 
Parliament,  or  having  having  to  irake 
extra-Parliamentary  speeches,  and  there- 
fore they  have  a  greater  opportunity  of 
dealing  with  any  difficulties  that  may 
arise.  It  has  been  stated  in  this  House 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  or  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  in  another  place,  that  the  staff  at 
the  Foreign  Office  has  not  grown  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  work  ;  and  if  I 
may  say  so,  I,  for  one,  if  there  were  an 
increased  estimate  brought  in,  in  order  to 
permit  an  increase  in  the  staff,  should 
heartily  support  it. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  The  key- 
note given  by  the  noble  Lord  in  his 
speech  is  commerce,  and  in  the  few 
remarks  that  I  make  I  wish  to  speek  from 
that  standpoint,  because  the  commerce 
with  China  nearly  concerns  the  county 
from  which  I  come.  Most  of  the  China 
trade  is  transacted  in  some  form  or  other 
on  the  Manchester  Exchange,  and  Lan- 
cashire is  extremely  interested  in  the 
development  of  the  China  trade.  Every- 
thing which  concerns  that  trade  concerns 
us  in  a  direct  manner,  and  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  own  that  we  look  upon  this 
matter  from  the '  point  of  view  of  £  s.  d. 
I  do  not  rise  to  condemn  the  Govern- 
ment's foreign  policy,  nor  will  I  concur 
in  any  such  condemnation.  I  think  the 
one  passion  which  Lord  Salisbury 
possesses — if  so  cold  a  soul  can  be  said  to 
have  anv  at  all — is  a  passion  for  peace,  and 
those  wno  come  from  Lancashire  will  be 
very  backward  in  condemning  a  policy 
which  has  been  guided  throughout  by  the 
desire  to  establish  the  peace  of  the  world 
and  maintain  good  relations  with  other 
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nations.    I  venture  to  offer  my  humble 
expression  of  gratitude  to  Lord  Salisbury 
and  the  Government  for  their  great  desire 
to  preserve  peace.    Looking  at  this  ques- 
tion from  a  commercial  point  of  view— I 
have  no  right  to  speak  for  Manchester— 
as  one  who  attends  the  Manchester  Ex- 
change, which  is  the    centre  of  trade 
in  Lancashire,  I  may  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity than    the    First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  who  represents  that  city,  of 
judging  and  feeling  the  general  mind  of 
I  Lancashire  upon  this  point.    As  to  the 
points  raised  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  York  as  to  the  two  policies,  the  open 
door  and  the  possession  of  territory,  we 
in  Lancashire  are  still  in  favour  of  the 
policy  of  the  open  door,  and  I  should  like 
to  point  out  to  the  Committee  that  the 
one  policy  is  not  equivalent  to  the  other 
from  the  commercial  point  of  view. 
Before  the  recent  changes  occurred  we  had 
free  trade  throughout  the  Chinese  Empire, 
and  it  is  very  valuable  to  us  as  a  matter  of 
trade,  because  we  have  been  shut  out 
from  so  many  other  places.    My  experi- 
ence as  a  member  of  the  cotton  trade  is 
that  we  have  been  shut  out  from  one 
place  after  another.    Russia  has  shut  us 
out,  France  has  shut  us  out,  and  I  deeply 
regret  that  the  Government  has  allowed 
us  to  be  shut  out  from  the  market  of  Tunis. 
This  state  of  things  cannot  go  on  ;  we  are 
bound  to  protest,  not  only  for  our  own 
sake,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  people  who 
contribute  so  large  a  sum  to  the  welfare 
of  this  country.    Therefore,  I  say,  you 
cannot  balance  the  two  policies  of  the 
open  door  and  the  preserved  districts. 
Look  at  it  from  a  trade  point  of  view — the 
result  of  the  spheres  of  influence  is  that 
1  our  trade  will  be  restricted  to  a  market 
I  of  170,000,000  of  people,  rather  than  the 
400,000,000  that  inhabit  China,  with 
whom  we  should  trade  if  we  have  the 
open  door.    This  country  cannot  afford 
to  be  shut  out  from  trading  with  half  the 
large  population  of  China.    I  have  heard 
it  said  that  the  trade  is  not  very  large  or 
important,  but  that  is  not  the  point  which 
we  have  to  consider.    What  we  have  to 
consider  is  not  the  present  dimensions 
!  of  the  trade,  but  the  prospect.  We 
!  believe  that  in  the  future  we  shall  do  a 
i  greater  trade  in  proportion  to  the  popu- 
j  lation  than  we  have  ever  done  in  the  past ; 
and  it  is  not  that  we  object  to  be  shut 
out  from  the  trade  at  this  moment,  but 
that  we  object  to  be  shut  out  from  the 
prospective  trade.    This  point  of  view  is 
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one  which  may  be  fairly  brought  before 
the  Committee  and  the  country,  and  we 
in  Lancashire  feel  it  so  strongly  that  if  it 
comes  to  a  question  whether  we  shall 
have  to  go  to  war  to  keep  the  "open 
door,"  cruelly  as  we  and  all  other  persons 
would  suffer  by  such  a  circumstance,  I 
venture  to  tell  the  Under  Secretary  that 
if  in  the  last  necessity  he  is  compelled 
to  take  that  step  we  shall  support 
him  to  the  utmost  of  our  power.  I 
venture  to  make  these  few  remarks 
because  we  feel  very  strongly  in  this 
matter.  We  are  proud  of  our  politics, 
proud  of  our  Empire,  proud  of  responsi- 
bility ;  but,  above  all,  we  are  proud  of  our 
trade,  and  we  shall  object  to  the  last  to 
being  shut  out  from  any  portion  of  our 
trading  rights  in  the  Chinese  Empire. 

♦Earl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.) :  My 
principal  object  in  intervening  in  this 
Debate  to-night  is  to  add  a  few  words  in 
support  of  what  has  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  tho  Forest 
of  Dean  with  regard  to  the  claims  of 
tbe  relatives  of  those  unfortunate  officers 
who  fell  in  the  affair  at  Waima.    I  cannot 
say  how  deeply  I  regret  the  turn  possum  us 
attitude  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Under  Secretary,  and  I  also  regret  that 
the  claim  put  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  should  have  been  given  such  a 
partisan  character.    I  want  at  the  outset 
to  separate  altogether  what  I  may  call 
the  Imperial  from  the  personal  side  of 
this  question.    The  Imperial  is  no  doubt 
an  important — perhaps  it   is  the  most 
important — sido  of  the  question,  but  it  is 
a  side  on  which  I  wish  only  briefly  to 
address     the    Government.     To  the 
ordinary    onlooker   tho    claim    is  so 
obvious  and  so  legitimate  that  I  regret 
that  it  should  take  our  Government  such 
a  long   time    to    receive  satisfaction. 
Whatever  may  be  the  cause  of  the  delay, 
I  recognise  fully  that  the  Government  has 
a  right  to  say  on  this  side  of  the 
subject   that  they,  and  they  alone,  are 
most  competent  judges  of  the  methods  to 
be  adopted  in  securing  the  object  which 
they  assure  us  they  have  in  view.  But 
when  we  leave  the  Imperial  side  of  the 
question  and  come  to  the  personal  we 
are  on  totally  different  ground.  Upon 
the  personal  side  of  the  question  I  think 
every  Member  of  this  House  is  not  only 
capable,  but  is  almost  bound,  to  form  an 
independent  opinion  on  the  facts  before 
us.    I  must  say  that,  after  full  considera- 
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!  tion  of  the  facts  which  have  been  put 
before  me,  I  do  think  that  the  wives  of 
|  these  officers  have  been  treated  very  un- 
handsomely and  very  ungenerously.  As 
I  I  understand,  only  one  of  these  ladies  has 
J  received  any  compensation  at  all,  and 
that  a  miserable  pittance  of  XI 50,  while 
both  the  other  ladies  have  been  told  that 
they  cannot    have   any  compensation 
because  they  have  other  means  of  support. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Government  said  that 
they    were    following    the  precedent 
usual    in    these    matters,    and  that 
the  case  of  these  widows  is  parallel 
to  that  of  the  widows  of  officers  who  are 
killed  in  ordinary  action  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties.    If  that  be  the  case, 
then    I   cannot    understand  why  the 
j  Government  is  pressing  for  compensation 
from  the  French  Government  at  all. 
I  The  very  fact  that  the  Government  are 
|  pressing  for  compensation  is  an  admission 
that  you  have  a  grievance,  and  if  that  be 
the  case  those  who  are  the  principal 
sufferers  have  a  prior  claim  to  any  satis- 
faction obtained.    The  more  you  em- 
phasise the  view  that  this  was  a  pure 
accident,  and  that  the  French  and  English 
officers  did  not  know  on  what  territory 
they  were  meeting,  and  the  more  strongly 
you  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  geographi- 
cal  determination  of  Waima  was  at 
the  time  of  the  encounter  uncertain, 
the    more    strongly    you  emphasiso 
difference  between   the   personal  and 
Imperial  aspect  of  the  question.  It 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  proved  emphati- 
cally that  if  there  is  any  claim  for  com- 
pensation at  all  it  is  the  widows  of  those 
officers  who  ought  to  receive  it.    I  do 
think  there  is  ground  for  urging  the 
Government  as  strongly  as  we  can  to 
take  into  serious  consideration  whether 
they  cannot  give  to  the  rolatives  of  the 
officers  who  were  killed  as  liberal  and  as 
generous  compensation  as  we  should  be 
expected  to  mete  out  as  private  em- 
ploy ere  to  the  relatives  of  those  killed  in  our 
service.    I  want  to  make  myself  perfectly 
clear  in  the  matter.    I  do  not  press  this 
claim  as  a  matter  of  charity.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  answer  to  a  question 
some  time  ago,  stated  that,  although  the 
claims  were  still  under  the  consideration 
of  the  French  Government,  the  English 
Government  were  prepared  to  take  into 
consideration  the  question  of  urgency  in 
any  particular  case.     I  do  not  think 
this  is  a  question  of  urgency  at  all ;  it 
is   a    question    of    moral    justice.  I 
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think  the  Government  are  morally 
bound  to  provide  compensation  for 
these  people  on  the  grounds  I 
have  mentioned,  and  I  feel  sure  that  if 
they  could  see  their  way  to  come  to  this 
House  and  ask  for  an  adequate  grant  they 
would  soon  find  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  not  disposed  to  offer  any  un- 
necessary objection,  or  to  adopt  an 
ungenerous  attitude.  Well,  Sir,  I  should 
like,  for  one  or  two  minutes,  with  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Committee,  if  I  am  not 
detaining  them  too  long — f"  No  ! "] — to 
add  one  or  two  words  in  reference  to  the 
question  of  China.  That  is  not  a  question 
on  which,  up  to  the  present  time,  I  have 
ventured  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
my  own  views,  and  I  confess  I  should  feel 
somewhat  diffident  to  be  called  upon  to 
contribute  any  very  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  Debates  upon  a  subject  which, 
up  to  the  present  moment,  have  done 
singularly  little  to  elucidate  the  problem 
to  be  solved.  The  chief  criticism  which 
has  been  hitherto  directed  against  the 
policy  of  the  Government  is  the  criticism 
which  was  reiterated  to-night  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean,  and  which,  I  think,  may 
be  summed  up  in  the  words  employed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Berwick-on-Tweed  last  year,  when  he  said 
that  we  should  find  our  policy  landed  us 
between  two  stools — the  policy  of  the 
open  door  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  policy 
of  spheres  of  influence  on  the  other.  I 
cannot  say  that  the  criticism  is  of  a  very 
illuminating  character.  We  all  of  us  know 
that  the  Chinese  Empire  is  at  the  present 
moment  passing  through  a  transition  stage 
either  of  development  or  decay,  and  under 
these  circumstances  I  think  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  this  evening  to  see  how  our 
policy  can  be  more  or  less  than  a  policy 
of  transition.  No  one  has  suggested  that 
the  Government  ought  to  go  to  war  with 
other  Powers  in  order  to  prevent  the 
establishment  of  spheres  of  influence,  and 
therefore  the  only  practical  problem 
that  this  House  has  now  to  solve  is 
as  to  what  steps  to  take  in  order  to  pre- 
vent those  spheres  of  influence  from 
becoming  actual  protectorates,  or  to  pre- 
vent the  open  door  being  shut  in  our 
faces.  Upon  that  point  we  have  had  no 
advice  whatever  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Berwick-on- 
Tweed,  or  from  any  of  his  supporters. 
At  the  most  the  suggestion  is  that  we 
should  come  to  some  general  agreement 
Earl  Percy, 
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with  reference   to   this   question  with 
Russia.    To-night  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man expressed  himself  satisfied  with  that 
agreement.    If  that  was  the  whole  point 
of  his  complaint  it  was  a  very  small  one, 
and  very  easy  to  satisfy.    I  do  not  myself 
attach  the  slightest  importance  to  the 
Russian  Agreement.    I  do  not  think  it 
offers  the  slightest  guarantee  to  us  for 
any  of  the  matters  that  we  have  at  heart 
If  it  had  been  possible  to  secure  by  a 
general  agreement  with  Russia  the  objects 
which  we  are   really  aiming  at,  then 
everybody  knows   that  that  agreement 
would  have  been  secured  long  ago.  If  the 
aims  of  Russia  in  China  and  our  own  aims 
in  China  are  mutually  inconsistent,  then 
I  do  not  see  the  least  use  of  perpetually 
urging  the  Government  into  playing  a 
game  where  one  party  shows  all  his  card* 
while  the  other  keeps  the  best  trumps  up 
his  sleeve.  We  all  know  that  our  desire  is 
toobtain  ageneral  recognition  of  oursphcre 
of  influence.  We  all  know  that  the  German 
Minister  pointed  out  the  other  day  that 
we  have  not  the  courage,  and  are  not  likely 
to  have  the  courage,  to  take  steps  to 
effect  the  occupation  of  that  sphere  of 
influence.    No  definition  whatever  of  our 
sphere  of  influence  in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley 
has  been  included  in  the  Russian  Agree- 
ment.   Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
points  we  now  have  to  decide  are,  in  the 
first  place,  what  we  intend  to  be  the  limit 
of   our   sphere    of    influence    in  the 
Yang-tsze  Valley  ;  secondly,  what  steps 
we  intend  to  take  in  order  to  make  our 
occupation  of  that  sphere  effective ;  and, 
in  the  third  place,  what  are  the  limits 
beyond  which  any  intrusion  on  the  part 
of  a  foreign  Power  will  be  regarded  as  an 
unfriendly  act.    If  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Berwick-on-Tweed  or  his 
colleagues  had  told  us  how  far  they  were 
prepared    to    support     Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  undertaking  additional 
obligations  in  China,  I  believe  we  should 
have  advanced  the  subject  a  considerable 
length,  because  we  should  then  have  been 
in  a  position  to  confront  Russia  in  the  case 
of  China  as  we  confronted  France  in  the 
case  of   Egypt,  with  a  united  national 


front.  Now,  Sir,  as  I  understand  it — I 
hope  I  am  not  detaining  the  Committee 
— ["  No  !  "] — only  three  possible  or  prac- 
ticable policies  with  regard  to  China  have 
>>cen  adumbrated.  There  is,  in  the 
first  place,  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  of  which  I  am  a  hearty 
supporter.   That  policy  I  conceive  to  be 
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the  continuance  of  the  distinction — which 
I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  laid  sufficient  stress  upon,  for  I 
hold  it   to  be  a  very  important  dis- 
tinction- between  spheres  of  interest  and 
spheres  of  influence.    We  are  prepared 
to  admit  the  principle  that  in  its  own 
sphere  of  interest  each  Power  shoidd  be 
entitled  to  railway   and    mining  con- 
cessions ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  maintain 
that  all  ovor  China  and  in  all  these  spheres 
the  open  door  shall  Ihj  kept  for  trado 
generally,  and  that  no  Power  should  be 
allowed  to  exercise  pressure  or  coercion 
upon  the  central  Government  at  Pekin. 
That  policy  has  two  advantages.    In  the 
first  place  it  does  not  commit  us  to  any 
immediate    extension    of    our  respon- 
sibilities ;    and    in   the    second  place, 
so  long  as   China   remains  intact,  we 
preserve  the  status  quo.      But  I  think 
the   Government   themselves    will  be 
the  first  to  admit  that  that  policy  is  of  an 
essentially  temporary  character.  The 
time  must  inevitably  come  when  the 
Chinese  Empire  will  fall  into  decay ;  and 
when  Russia  has  concentrated  all  her  forces 
along  the  northern  frontier  it  will  be  idle 
to  talk  about  the  preservation  of  any 
sphero  of  influence.     Then  there  is  the 
policy  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
York,  which  seems  to  be  nothing  less  than 
the  assumption  on  the  part  of  this  country 
of  the  responsibility  for  a  protectorate  over 
the  whole  of  China.    The  noble  Lord 
wishes  us  to  reorganise  the  military  and 
naval  defences  of  the  empire  and  the 
whole   administration    of    finance,  and 
to  generally  bolster  up  the  entire  fabric — 
if  possible,  by  international  co-operation, 
and,  failing  that,  by  isolated  intervention. 
He  expressly  points  to  the  example  of 
Egypt  as  an  instance  of  isolated  action  on 
our  part,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  inter- 
national co-operation.    But  he  entirely 
ignores  the  fact  that  not  only  may  Russia 
and  the  other  Powers  refuse  to  co-operate 
with  us,  but  that  they  may  offer  the 
most  strenuous  opposition  to  any  idea  of 
isolated  action.    Therefore  the  policy  of 
the  noble  Lord  entirely  falls  to  the  ground 
unless  he  is  prepared  to  assume  respon- 
sibility infinitely  greater  than  that  which 
would  be  entailed  by  our  having  to  defend 
some  particular  sphere  of  our  own.  He 
has  the  greatest  objection  to  the  policy  of 
spheres  of  interest  which  may  ultimately 
develop  into  spheres  of  influence.  He 
ask*  us  triumphantly  what  is  to  become 


I  of  the  rights  of  private  concessionaires  and 
bondholders  in  the  event  of  the  transfor- 
mation of  those  spheres  into  actual  facts  ? 
But  he  entirely  forgets  that  those  spheres 
are  already  a  fait  accompli,  and  it  is  only 
by  obtaining  some  definite  sphere  of  our 
own,  the  transformation  of  which  into  a 
Protectorate  would  inflict  an  injury  on 

;  foreign  Powers,  which  they  are  not  pre- 
pared to  face,  that  you  can  prevent  such 
an  eventuality.  Then  we  have  the  theory 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Chester,  which  he 
has  descrilnid  as  the  policy  of  Egyptian- 
ising  the  Yang-tszc  Kiang  Valley  ;  but  if 
there  is  one  thing   more  than  another 

i  which  would  have  condemned  that  policy 
I  think  it  is  the  phrase  he  has  chosen. 

I  There  is  really  no  analogy  whatever  be- 
tween our  position  in  Egypt  and  our 
position  in  China.  Not  only  have  we  no 
control  over  the  central  government  of 
China  which  we  have  over  the  central 
government  of  Egypt,  ,  but  the  geo- 
graphical conditions  of  the  country 
render  the  same  method  of  defence 
impossible.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  policy  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Chester  also  falls  to  the  ground,  unless  he 
is  prepared  to  contemplate  the  establish- 
ment of  at  least  a  fairly  defensible  frontier 
to  the  north  of  the  Yang-tsze  Valley. 
Now,  Sir,  although  I  am  a  strong  supporter 
of  our  policy,  and  although  I  believe  it  is 
the  only  practicable  policy,  it  is  neverthe- 
less one  which  may  well  be  supplemented 

,  by  steps  which,  if  taken  now,  will  prevent 

I  any  misunderstanding  and  confusion  in 
the  future.    By  all  means  continue  your 

{  amicable  negotiations  with  Russia  on  the 

i  question  of  the  continuation  of  the  rail- 

,  way  in  China  to  Pekin.  These  are 
questions  on  which  you  may  easily  arrive 
at  some  modus  vireiuli.  But  at  the  same 
time  I  hope  the  Government  will  recognise 
that,  although  they  cannot  undo  the  harm 
which  has  been  already  done,  at  any  rate 
they  can  prevent  any  misunderstand- 
ing of  this  kind  occurring  again,  and 
ensure  that  whatever  foreign  railways 
have  up  to  the  present  penetrated 
into  our  sphere  of  influence  shall 
henceforth  be  unique  specimens  of  their 
kind,  and  that  within  that  sphere  hence- 
forward British   enterprise   alone  shall 

I  have  preferential  rights.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  the  advantage  of  any 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  internal 
goography  of  China,  but  I  do  not  see 
why  •  the  Government  should  not  say  to 
any  Power  concerned  that  any  intrusion 

'    2  Gji 


851  Supply 

on  their  part  into  the  country  south  of  the 
Hoangho  will  be  regarded  by  ourselves  as 
an  unfriendly  act  and  resented  accord- 
ingly.   That  policy  ought  to  secure  the 
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bo  necessary  to  safeguard  them.  Then, 
having  made  that  declaration  to  Europe, 
you  can  go  to  China  and  say,  "  You 
r— -v     -o  may  conduct  your  own  government  on 

c^operation  and  "support  of  every  Power  any  principles  yon  please  but  if 
which  desires  to  avert  the  disintegration  disturbances  arise  cither  on  the  trontier 

or  the  Chinese  Valley,  or  in  ^  the 
provinces  which  abut  on  the  Yang- 
tsze  river,  then  those  disturbances  which 
directly  or  indirectly  menace  our  own 
interests  will  be  stopped  by  us."   This  is 


not  a  selfish  policy.  I  am  perfectly 
prepared  to  say  that  if  you  adopted  that 
policy  all  round  you  would  form  those 
spheres  of  influence  into  agents  for 
promoting  the  general  welfare  of  the 
Empire.  I  lielieve  that  both  in  China  and 


The  attitude  of  these 
the   present  moment 


IS 


and  disruption  of  China.  I  confess  that, 
so  far  as  I  have  studied  foreign  politics, 
there  is  one  feature  of  our  policy  on 
which  I  feel  inclined  to  lay  tho  greatest 
stress,  and  that  is  the  desirability  of  our 
securing  a  firm,  cordial,  and  lasting  under- 
standing with  Germany.  She  is  the  only 
Power,  both  in  the  Near  and  the  Far 
East,  whose  aims  are  at  present,  and  must 
always  be,  practically  identical  with  our 
own.    We  have  been  always  talking,  and 

talking  again  to-night,  about  the  inevit-  j  Turkey  the  one  desire  is  to  arrive  at  a 
able  disruption  and  decay  of  Empires  like  j  cordial  and  friendly  understanding  with 
Turkey  and  China.    Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  "  1  "* 

think  they  are  likely  to  disappear,  at  any 
rate  before  Europe  has  undergone  very 
considerable  alteration.  But,  at  all 
events,  the  external  fact  of  the  present 
situation  is  that,  while  Russia's  object  is 
almost  openly  to  disintegrate  and  hasten 
the  fall  of  the  Chinese  Empire,  the  policy 
of  the  other  Empires  is  to  prevent  that 
action.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  asked  us  just  now  what 
possible  object  Germany  could  have  in 
coming  to  a  definite  arrangement  with  us. 
If  you  could  show  Germany  that  your 
whole  object  is  directed  simply  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  strengthening  of  the 
Chinese  Empire,  I  believe  you  would 
have  her  thorough  support  in  any  strong 
line  of  action  that  you  chose  to  take  in 
order  to  secure  it.  Lastly,  there  is  the 
great  advantage  that  you  would  come  to  a 
clear  understanding  both  with  the  Govern- 
ments of  Turkey  and  China,  that  your 
watchword  is  friendly,  hearty,  consistent 
support  of  them,  coupled  with  insistence, 
not  merely  suggestion  of  reforms ;  and  that 
you  do  not  intend,  whether  they  like  it  or 
not,  to  give  them  the  satisfaction  of  com- 
mitting suicide.  You  may  say  that  that 
is  a  policy  which  has  been  tried  and  met 


this  country, 
countries  at 
this : 

"  We  know  perfectly  well  that  the  objects  of 
England  are  far  more  coincident  with  our  own 
than  those  of  any  other  European  nation  ;  the 
only  tiling  of  which  we  are  not  sure  is  whether 
England  attaches  sufficient  importance  to  those 
objects  to  justify  us  in  incurring  the  enmity  of 
other  Powers." 

It  is  therefore  necessary  that  they  should 
be  placed  in  a  position  to  deal  with  us 
directly,  and  that  there  should  be 
correspondence  between  the  Govern- 
ments at  Pekin  and  Constantinople 
on  the  one  hand  and  with  the 
Government  in  London  on  the  other. 
In  conclusion,  I  would  only  suggest  that 
the  policy  I  have  indicated  is  no  more 
than  the  policy  to  which  we  are  already 
committed.  You  talk  about  assuming 
fresh  responsibilities.  To  my  mind  you 
have  already  assumed  responsibilities 
which  cover  the  wholo  ground.  At  the 
present  moment  you  are  pledged  to  defend 
Turkey  against  any  foreign  combination, 
provided  that  she  carries  out  reasonable 
reforms,  and  we  arc  also  pledged  to  defend 
China  against  any  foreign  combination, 
no  matter  what  it  may  be,  in  all  cases 
where  any  foreign  nation  puts  pressure 


with  disastrous  failure.  Sir,  I  do  not  j  upon  the  Government  at  Pekin  to  refuse 
think  it  is  a  policy  which  has  been  given  ;  us  concessions.  What  is  the  difference 
a  fair  trial    I  should  like  to  see  the  1  between  that  policy  and  the  policy  of 


Government  make  up  their  minds  in 
Turkey,  in  Persia,  and  in  China  as  to  the 
precise  points  on  which  their  Imperial 
interests  are  directly  or  indirectly 
touched,  and,  having  done  so,  declare 
urbi  et  orbi  to  all  whom  it  may  concern 
that  within  the  circle  of  those  intorcsts 
we  intend  to  take  any  action  which  may 

Earl  Percy. 


saying,  "  You  shall  Jo  so  and  so  because  it 
is  to  your  own  interest,  and  we  will 
defend  you  whatever  comes  of  it"?  The 
only  difference,  to  my  mind,  is  that  one  is 
an  open-handed  and  honest  policy,  and  the 
other  is  a  dishonest  policy,  which  lays  you 
open  to  the  charge  of  hypocrisy.  There 
is  only  one  clear  and  honest  attitude  to 
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take  up,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
Government  have  any  option  in  the 
matter.  These  spheres  of  influence 
have  already  been  created,  and  unless 
you  step  in  and  create  your  own  spheres 
of  interest  you  will  find  the  open  door 
slammed  in  your  face.  My  criticisms 
may  not  seem  to  be  one  essentially  of 
support  to  the  Government,  but  they 
are  meant  to  be.  It  is  for  this  reason, 
that  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  recognised  the  fact — which  I 
believe  to  be  the  true  one — that  not  only 
are  spheres  of  interest  and  the  open  door 
not  incompatible,  but  absolutely  identical 
and  correlative  ;  and  the  only  reason  I 
have  risen  to-night  is  to  urge  upon  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  carrying  out 
that  policy  to  its  legitimate  conclusion. 
I  hope  the  Government  will  make  up  its 
mind,  apart  from  any  agreement  with 
other  nations,  to  lay  down  the  limits  of 
those  spheres  of  influence,  and  declare  at 
once  that  within  those  spheres  of 
influence  they  do  not  intend  to  allow  of 
any  interference  whatever. 

•Mr.  PBOVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friars)  :  I  think  this  Debate,  like  those 
which  have  preceded  it  both  last  year 
and  this  year,  has  shown  clearly  that  our 
sole  interests  in  China  which  we  desire 
to  maintain  are  commercial,  and  that  we 
have  no  intention  whatever  — so  far  as  we 
have  heard  the  opinion  of  those  who 
have  spoken  on  this  subject  in  every  part 
of  the  House — to  promote  any  scheme  of 
territorial  aggrandisement.  Even  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York 
— to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the 
largest  and  most  complete  book  on  China, 
so  far  as  commercial  questions  are  con- 
cerned— places  the  question  on  a  trading 
basis,  and  modestly  calls  himself  a  com- 
mercial agent.  I  think  this  shows  that  at 
last  commercial  matters  are  obtaining 
more  attention  in  this  House  than  they 
formerly  did,  and  for  a  country  that  has 
always  been  largely  governed  by  country 
gentlemen  that  is  something  to  be 
thankful  for.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  in  his  speech  this  evening, 
stated  what  had  been  done,  and  if  he  was 
more  definite  than  formerly,  it  was 
merely  because  ho  had  not  to  tell  us  of 
so  many  assurances  which  he  had  re- 
quired to  accept,  and  which  had  not  been, 
or  would  not  be,  observed  by  those  who 
made  them.  On  the  other  hand,  ho  spoke. 


as  he  always  does,  apologotically  with 
regard  to  the  past,  and  he  was  mildly 
optimistic  in  regard  to  the  future.  He 
had  many  things  to  explain  with  regard 
i  to  the  Blue  Book  and  the  Chinese  papers, 
and   he  spoke  very   hopefully  of  the 
,  future.    But  in  regard  to  actual  results 
1  he  had  very  little  to  say,  because  the 
i  gains  were  very  few.    The  right  hon. 
!  Gentleman  said  that  we  had  received  a 
.  full    share    of    mining   and  railway 
i  concessions.     I     may    say,    in  this 
respect,   so  has    Belgium,  which  is  a 
i  little  country  with  no  navy  or  army  that 
the    Chinese   Government    need  fear. 
He  also  said   that  he   had  succeeded 
1  in     inducing     China    to    observe  its 
pledge  for   the   non-alienation  of  tho 
Yang-tsze  Valley.    There  would  be  very 
little    difficulty     indeed    in  inducing 
the  Chinese  Government  to  keep  their 
promise  in  that  respect,  because  we  have 
no  rights  in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  which 
are  not  common  to  all  other  nations.  We 
have  asked  for  no  exclusive  privileges 
there,  for  in  that  valley  there  is  still  the 
1  open  door,  which  is  as  much  open  to  every 
other  country  as  it  is  to  us.     I  think  one 
j  of  tho  most  remarkable  things  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  to-night  was 
j  that  the  Tien-tsin  Treaty  had  always 
I  been  observed,  and  that  no  door  had  been 
i  closed.     That  was  what  the  right  hon. 
|  Gentleman  said  when  he  last  addressed 
the  House.     I  am  very  much  surprised 
,  that  he  should  say  so,  because  the  evidence 
,  shows  that  the  Tien-tsin  Treaty  has  not 
been  observed,  and  that  the  doors  that 
have  been  closed  are  very  numerous.  The 
!  basis  of  our   trade  with  China  is  the 
1  Tien-tsin  Treaty,  and  upon  one  clause — 
1  Article  54 — which  is  usually  known  as 
j  the  "  most  favoured  nation  "  clause.  That 
,  clause  gives  the  British  Government  and 
British  subjects  free  and  equal  participation 
in  all  privileges  and  advantages  which  have 
been  or  may  be  granted  by  the  Emperor 
of  China  to  any  other  Government  or  peo- 
ple. What  has  happened  since  that  Treaty 
was  signed  ?  Franco  has  taken  possession 
of  a  large  part  of  Southern  China,  and 
she  has  imposed  duties  against  every 
country  except  herself.    Japan  has  taken 
possession  of  Formosa,  and  has  practi- 
cally done  the  same  thing.  Germany 
has  taken  possession  of  Shantung,  and  she 
has  barred  us  from  all  mining  and  railway 
privileges  in  that  province,  and  all  com- 
mercial opportunities  of  every  kind  except 
such  as  she  may  not  happen  to  want  her- 
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self.  And  yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  no  door  has  been  shut.  It  has 
not  only  beei.  shut  on  us  in  Shantung, 
but  the  closing  of  it  has  been  made  in 
terms  dictated  to  us  from  Berlin.  In  a 
despatch  which  was  printed  on  the  4th  of 
April  last  year  our  Ambassador  at  Berlin 
said,  referring  to  Baron  von  Richtofen  : 

"  His  Excellency  suggests  a  declaration  to 
the  following  effect :  that  England  formally 
declares  to  Germany  that  she  has  no  intention, 
in  establishing  herself  at  Wei-hai-wei,  of 
creating  difficulties  for  Germany  in  Shantung, 
or  of  injuring  or  contesting  her  rights  there, 
and  more  especially  that  in  that  province  she 
will  not  establish  railway  communication." 

That  was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  Germany, 
because  a  few  days  afterwards  the 
Ambassador  wrote  again  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
at  that  time  in  charge  of  our  Foreign 
Office,  in  order  to  satisfy  Count  Hadzfeldt : 

"It  is  specially  understood  that  England 
will  not  construct  any  railroad  communication 
from  Wei-hai-wei  or  from  any  other  point  on 
the  coast  to  the  interior  of  the  province  of 
Shantung." 

Therefore  wc  not  only  closed  that  door, 
but  we  allowed  Germany  to  state  the 
terms  on  which  the  door  should  l>e  closed. 
Again,  take  the  railway  agreement 
entered  into  only  some  few  weeks  ago 
with  Russia.  In  that  we  practically 
agree  that  Russia  shall  close  the  door 
against  ourselves  so  far  as  Manchuria 
is  concerned.  Now,  how  can  any  of  these 
cases  be  reconciled  with  the  principle  of 
the  most  favoured  nation  clause,  which 
was  to  secure  our  participation  in  all  privi- 
leges, immunities  and  advantages  which 
were  given  to  any  other  country  or  might 
be  given  hereafter  to  any  other  country  ? 
But,  besides  this,  all  these  parts 
of  China  which  have  been  already 
appropriated  by  other  countries  are 
now  defined  areas  in  which  France, 
Japan,  Germany,  and  Russia  have 
exclusive  rights,  and  we  have  been  warned 
off  in  every  case,  and  we  can  obtain  no 
concession  of  any  description  except  by 
their  permission,  and  that  will  certainly 
not  be  given  in  regard  to  anything  which 
they  want  themselves.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  is  open  to 
everybody ;  we  have  no  exclusive  rights 
there,  nor  could  we  say  one  word 
with  reference  to  any  mining  or 
railway  concessions  being  granted  in  the 
Mr.  Provand. 


Yang-tsze  Valley  to  any  other  country. 
In  our  dealings  with  Russia  we  have  can- 
ducted  our  business  without  definiteness; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  Russia  has 
clearly  defined  her  policy.  The  result  is 
that  Russia  has  obtained  many  definite 
advantages,  whereas  we  have  obtained 
nothing  at  all.  The  Russian  Agreement 
defines  their  rights  in  Manchuria  as 
coming  to  the  Great  Wall,  which  is  within 
j  about  50  miles  of  Pekin.  Our  agreement 
!  does  not  define  the  Yang-tsze  V  alley  or 
that  immense  area  of  country  between  the 
Yang-tsze  Valley  and  the  Great  Wall  which 
has  been  spoken  of  as  "  no  man's  land." 
We  may  depend  upon  it  that  it  will  not 
!  be  "  no  man '8  land  "  very  long,  and  we 
I  shall  find  that  some  country  has  obtained 
I  rights  there  and  we  shall  be  excluded 
I  from  it.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  stated  that  they  do  not  consider  the 
Russian  Agreement  covered  a  railway  to 
Pekin  ;  but  according  to  the  telegranw 
from  China  it  is  stated  distinctly  that  it 
is  on  the  basis  of  that  Agreement  that 
Russia  has  asked  for  the  concession  of  a 
railway  to  connect  Port  Arthur  with 
Pekin.  It  certainly  appears  as  if  the  state- 
ment of  The  Times  correspondent  was 
borne  out  by  all  that  took  place  at  the 
time.  Our  Government  apparently  knew 
nothing  about  Russia's  intentions  with 
regard  to  that  railway  ;  or  if  so 
they  surely  would  not  enter  into  such 
an  agreement  if  it  was  to  be  immedi- 
ately set  aside?  There  was  a  very 
extraordinary  circumstance  connected 
with  our  representative  at  St.  Petersburg 
in  connection  with  that  Agreement  The 
Russian  Government  informed  him  that 
they  did  not  make  any  demand  on  the 
Chinese  Government,  but  merely  made 
a  friendly  request,  which  our  repre- 
sentative communicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment, at  Pekin,  and  was  answered  to  the 
effect  that  Russia  had  made  the  demand, 
and  would  not  take  any  refusal.  The  papers 
in  regard  to  this  matter  have  not  been  laid 
upon  the  Tabic,  and  we  shall  not  pro- 
bably see  them  printed  this  session. 
When  the  question  comes  up  again  on  the 
next  China  Debate  no  doubt  we  shall  find 
that  Russia  has  obtained  everything  she 
wants,  and  that  she  has  paid  no  attention 
whatever  to  the  Agreement  signed  only 
five  weeks  ago.  What  is  going  to 
be  the  result  of  this  ?  Russia  has  grad- 
ually come  down  from  the  north,  step  by 
step,  for  generations,  and  she  will  very  soon 
control  all  Northern  China,  and  Pekin  as 
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well  eventually.  Tien-tsin  is  the  gate  of 
Manchuria  and  the  port  through 
which  all  the  imports  go  which  are 
sent  to  the  north  of  the  Great  Plain, 
and  there  our  tonnage  was  in  1896 
represented  by  1,250,000,  whilst  Russia 
was  absolutely  unrepresented  by  a  single 
vessel.  And  yet  the  whole  of  Northern 
China  is  going  to  pass  under  the  control 
of  Russia.  I  know  that  I  need  not  tender 
advice  to  the  Government  upon  this 
question.  It  is  only  necessary  for  us 
to  point  out  where  they  make  mistakes,  or 
express  our  approval  where  they  arc 
successful.  If  Russia  does  all  those  things 
while  the  Manchurian  railroad  is  building, 
what  will  she  do  when  it  is  finished  1 
Naturally  Russia  will  then  be  in  a  position 
to  send  as  large  an  army  as  she  pleases  to 
Northern  China,  and  there  would  be 
nothing  to  hinder  her  even  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  Yang-tsze  Valley,  and  we 
should  be  powerless  to  prevent  her  doing 
that.  That  point  has  been  dealt  with 
by  other  speakers  in  this  House, 
and  it  certainly  has  been  referred 
to  many  times  by  our  Minister  at  Pekin. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
mentioned  one  circumstance  which 
he  said  was  always  alluded  to  by 
speakers  on  this  side,  and  that  was  that 
the  Government  lost  prestige  when- 
ever a  concession  was  given  to  any 
other  country.  But  it  is  not  on  ac- 
count of  concessions  to  other  countries 
that  we  have  lost  prestige.  The  fact 
is  that  we  have  been  losing  prestige 
for  years  in  China  under  the  government 
of  both  parties ;  but  of  all  the  series  of 
diplomatic  rebuffs  we  have  received  in 
China  the  most  serious  was  sustained 
by  us  by  the  withdrawal  of  our 
men-of-war  from  Port  Arthur  and  the 
abandonment  of  our  rights  in  Shantung. 
Another  reason  for  our  loss  of  prestige 
was  the  acceptance  of  assurances  from  the 
Chinese  Government  and  the  representa- 
tives of  other  Governments  which  meant 
nothing  at  all,  for  they  were  merely  given 
to  satisfy  our  representative  ;  many  were 
not  observed,  and  were  never  intended  to 
be  observed.  Under  the  late  Government 
we  abandoned  our  claim  to  a  portion  of 
Southern  China,  and  although  the  Chinese 
were  under  a  signed  Agreement  with  us 
not  to  give  up  that  territory  to  any  other 
country,  yet  in  the  very  next  year  it 
was  handed  over  to  France.  And  what 
did  we  do  in  this  matter  1    Why,  nothing 
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at  all.  That  was  all  done  by  the  last 
Government,  and  I  am  speaking  in  no 
party  sense  in  connection  with  these  mis- 
takes by  the  Foreign  Office,  because  the 
last  Government  was  no  better  than  this 
Government  in  this  respect.  The  only 
difference  is  that  the  present  Government 
has  had  ten  times  more  opportunities  of 
making  mistakes  than  its  predecessors, 
and  has  taken  advantage  of  them 
all.  Our  commercial  policy  in  China  has 
been  neglected,  and  neither  Government 
has  made  any  serious  attempt  to 
secure  our  commercial  interests.  All 
these  things  have  caused  a  great  loss  of 
prestige.  Now,  it  is  a  very  remark- 
able fact  that  while  the  Government 
policy  is  supposed  to  be  dictated  by 
the  promotion  of  our  commercial  interests, 
there  is  amongst  the  commercial  men  of 
that  country  a  feeling  prevailing  of  the 
very  deepest  dissatisfaction  at  the  way  in 
which  the  possibilities  of  Chinese  trade 
have  been  neglected  for  many  years  past. 
You  could  not  find  a  dozen  commercial 
men  in  China  who  would  not  blame  both 
this  and  tho  last  Government  for  their 
neglect  of  our  real  interests.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Government 
have  ever  taken  advice  from  Chinese 
merchant8,or  from  sources  other  than  their 
strictly  official  channels.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Government  have  been  much 
more  industrious  of  late,  but  their  policy 
has  been  of  little  benefit  to  the  com- 
mercial community.  Take  the  much- 
lauded  opening  up  of  the  Chinese  water- 
ways, which  were  spoken  of  in  such 
glowing  terms  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  we  have 
any  waterway  rights  in  China  when  the 
regulations  and  restrictions  prevent  us 
taking  advantage  of  them.  They  have 
given  something  to  us  on  paper,  and 
taken  it  away  from  us  in  fact.  I  have 
had  long  business  experience  with  China, 
and  almost  everything  I  have  to  say 
about  the  people  is  in  their  favour,  for 
the  Chinese  merchants  are  honourable 
and  enterprising,  and  that  is  quite 
as  much  as  can  be  said  for  the 
commercial  classes  in  any  country 
under  the  sun.  If  we  are  to  retain  the 
trade  we  still  have  in  China  and  increase 
it  in  proportion  as  commerce  with  China 
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increases,  then  the  Government  must  be 
firmer  than  it  has  been  in  the  past  in  lay- 
ing down  a  policy  and  maintaining  it.  If 
the  Government  fail  to  do  this,  we  must 
inevitably  lose  the  greater  part  of  the 
trade  which  we  have  with  China  at  the 
present  time.  The  present  Government, 
through  their  supineness  and  policy  of 
drift,  do  not  know  to-day  what  their  policy 
will  be  this  day  month,  and  that  is  the 
way  our  commercial  interests  in  China 
have  been  dealt  with.  Unless  this  is 
changed,  and  a  definite,  clear,  consistent, 
and  firmer  policy  is  adopted,  which  will 
command  the  respect  of  the  Government 
at  Pekin  and  the  Powers  represented 
there,  we  need  not  expect  that  we  shall  be 
able  even  to  retain  in  China  the  com- 
mercial advantages  which  we  have  at  the 
present  moment. 

♦Mr.  R.  A.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I 
express  my  congratulations  to  the  Govern- 
ment on  their  Agreement  with  Russia. 
I  have  had  the  honour,  for  some  time,  of 
advocating  such  an  Agreement,  for  I 
believe  it  is  the  best  way  of  securing  the 
interest  of  this  country  in  China.  I  do 
not  lay  great  stress  on  the  Agreement 
itself,  for  it  is  not  a  very  extensive  one  ; 
but  I  look  upon  it,  not  for  what  it  gives 
at  the  present  time,  but  rather  for  what 
it  foreshadows  in  the  future.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  I  am  right  in  understanding  that 
he  said  that  the  Agreement  gave  Russia 
the  right  to  construct  a  railway  to  Pekin  ? 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  No. 

♦Mr.  YERBURGH  :  May  I  ask  my 
right  hon.  friend  what  he  did  say  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  consider  that  by  the 
Agreement  Russia  will  be  justified  in 
making  a  railway  to  Pekin. 

♦Mr.  YERBURGH  :  That  is  not  an 
answer  to  my  question.  I  want  to  know 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  think 
that  the  Agreement  gives  Russia  the  right 
to  make  a  railway  to  Pekin. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  Agreement 
neither  allows  nor  denies  such  a  right. 

Mr.  Pravand. 


♦Mr.  YERBURGH :  I  understood  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that 
under  the  Agreement  Russia  would 
have  a  right  to  construct  this  rail- 
way to  Pekin,  and  I  was  going  to  show 
that  Russia  could  not  possibly  have  any 
such  right.  If  we  look  at  page  90  of  the 
Blue  Book  we  see  that  the  >»ote  of  Sir 
Charles  Scott  to  Count  Muravieff  states : 

"That  the  present  special  Agreement  is 
naturally  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
right  of  the  Russian  Government  to  support 
applications  of  Russian  subjects  for  conces- 
sions for  railways  which,  starting  from  the 
main  Manchurian  line  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  would  traverse  the  region  in  which 
the  Chinese  line  terminating  at  Sinminting 
and  Newchwang  is  to  he  constructed." 

Well,  there  is  a  line  already  constructed 
as  far  as  the  Great  Wall,  and  it  is  there- 
fore obvious  that  Sir  Charles  Scott's  Note 
cannot  be  construed  as  giving  power  to 
Russia  to  make  a  railway  in  the  region 
between  the  Great  Wall  and  Pekin, 
where  no  railway  is  to  be  constructed 
by  the  British  Corporation.  I  would 
go  even  further  than  that.  If  the  Memo- 
randum of  Count  Muravieff,  which  will 
be  found  on  page  84  of  the  Blue 
Book,  is  looked  at,  it  will  be  found  that  it 
deals  with  the  extension  of  the  railway 
from  the  junction  of  Hsiao-hei-Sban  to 
Sinminting,  and  with  no  other  part  of 
the  line.  It  is  pointed  out  that,  while 
noting  the  assurances  given  in  Sir  Charles 
Scott's  Memorandum,  it  must  be  clearly 
understood  that  the  Imperial  Government 
reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  support  any 
application  for  railway  concessions  which 
Russian  subjects  may  desire  to  obtain  to 
the  south-west  of  the  main  line  towards 
Port  Arthur,  in  the  same  region 
which  is  served  by  the  line  granted 
to  the  British  and  Chinese  Corporation. 
I  submit,  then,  that  this  additional 
Note,  taken  with  the  Memorandum, 
only  gives  Russia  the  right  to  con- 
struct a  railway  in  the  district  be- 
j  tweon  her  main  Manchurian  line  and  the 
districts  situated  between  Newchwang, 
1  Sinminting,  or  Hsiao-hei-Shan.  We  are 
extremely  anxious  to  avoid  any  dis- 
pute with  Russia,  but  as  Russia  has 
'  put  in  an  application  for  a  right 
to  construct  a  railway  to  Pekin,  we  are 
1  face  to  face  with  the  fact  that  that  appli- 
cation may  lie  pressed,  and  we  are  entitled 
.  to  ask  the  Government  what  they  intend 
■  to  do  should  the  claim  be  pressed.  People 
!  have  invested  their  money  in  the  New- 
f  chwang  railway  extension  largely  on  the 
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strength  of  the  Government  having 
allowed  its  name  to  appear  on  the  pro- 
spectus, and  the  Russian  demand  has 
placed  the  Government  in  a  serious  posi- 
tion, although  I  think  it  is  not  a  position 
from  which  it  is  altogether  impossible 
to  escape.  Manchuria  was  lost  when 
Port  Arthur  was  allowed  to  pass  under 
Russian  domination.  Why  should  we  fight 
for  the  shadow  when  we  have  given  away 
the  substance  1  Why  should  we  support 
these  railway  extensions  into  the  Russian 
spheres  of  influence  1  I  think  it  would 
have  been  a  better  policy  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  attempted  to  induce  the 
parties  to  the  Newchwang  Concession  and 
to  this  concession  for  the  Chenting 
Taiyuan  railway  in  Shansi,  where  we 
have  very  large  interests,  to  make  an 
exchange  of  their  respective  concessions. 
They  would  thus  have  got  rid,  once  for 
all,  of  any  intrusion  into  the  Russian 
sphere  of  influence,  and  have  confined 
operations  to  a  region  where  Germany 
by  an  Agreement  made  with  us  has  recog- 
nised that  we  have  a  sphere  of  railway 
interest.  There  is  another  point  I  should 
like  to  deal  with  in  connection  with  our 
position  in  Northern  China.  I  under- 
stood my  right  hon.  friend  to  say  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  was  to  keep 
any  single  Power  from  dominating  Pekin. 
What  does  that  mean  ?  It  means  that 
you  have  deliberately  to-night  made 
yourselves  responsible  for  checking  the 
advance  of  Russia  upon  Pekin.  And 
my  right  hon.  friend  added  that  the 
Government  were  opposed  to  the  trans- 
ference of  the  Imperial  Court  to  any 
other  part  of  China. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  never  used  the 
words  "  Imperial  Court "  at  all.  I  said 
that  the  Government  would  advise  the 
Chinese  Government  against  the  trans- 
ference of  the  Chinese  power  from 
Pekin. 

♦Mr.  YERBURGH :  I  ask  the  Com- 
mittee how,  after  we  have  given  up  Port 
Arthur  and  Manchuria,  this  country  can 
oppose,  with  any  chance  of  success,  the 
predominance  of  Russia  at  Pekin.  I 
listened  with  very  great  interest  to  the 
very  admirable,  able,  and  eloquent  speech 
of  my  noble  friend  the  Member  for 
Kensington.  He  did  me  the  honour  of 
coupling  my  name  with  one  of  the  threo  ! 
different  policies  which  have  been 
suggested  with  regard  to  China,  namely, 
the  Egyptianising  the  Yang-tsze  region. 


The  noble  Lord  commenced  by  condemning 
the  policy,  but  afterwards  adopted  it  ana 
extended  it  much  further.  He  contended 
that  there  was  no  proper  frontier  of  the 
Yang-tsze  Valley,  and  that  our  sphere 
should  therefore  be  extended  up  to 
the  Yellow  River.  He  would  even 
go  further  than  that;  he  would  have 
Chinese  troops  to  defend  the  region,  and 
would  build  forts  to  defend  the  river.  I 
therefore  claim  the  noble  Lord  as  a 
convert  to  the  policy  of  Egyptian- 
ising the  Yang-tsze  region,  which,  com- 
bined with  the  policy  of  keeping  the  open 
door  for  general  trade,  is  the  policy 
which,  when  put  forward  last  session,  met 
with  the  severest  criticism  from  the  then 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  Government 
will  make  up  their  minds  to  Egyptian- 
ise  the  Yang-tsze  region.  What  does  that 
mean  1  It  does  not  mean  that  you  are 
to  undertake  the  absolute  control  of 
the  Yang-tsze  region.  I  do  not  propose 
that  for  a  moment.  It  means  that 
you  are  to  lend  the  Chinese  Government 
men  of  capacity  to  assist  them  in  re- 
forming their  finances,  in  establishing  a 
commercial  code,  and  in  reorganising  the 
forces  of  China.  I  believe  I  am  right  in 
saying  that  on  the  17th  of  June  last  Lord 
Salisbury  stated  in  the  House  of  Lords 
that  the  proposition  had  been  made  to  the 
Chinese  Government  that  we  should  assist 
them  in  reorganising  their  army  and 
navy,  but  that  the  difficulty  was  that  the 
Chinese  would  not  give  a  sufficiently  inde- 
pendent position  to  our  officers.  If  that 
difficulty  had  been  met  I  take  it  that  at 
the  present  time  our  officers  would  have 
been  reorganising  the  Chinese  navy  and 
army.  But  what  can  be  the  objection  to 
our  officers  reorganising  the  Chinese  forces 
in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  1 1t  is  not  so  large  a 
scheme,  and,  perhaps,  more  feasible  than 
Lord  Salisbury's  original  proposition.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  Viceroys  in  the 
Yang-tsze  region  are  in  a  more  or  less  in- 
dependent position,  and  that  their  con- 
nection with  the  central  Government  at 
Pekin  is  very  loose.  I  believe  there  will 
be  very  little  difficulty  in  getting  the 
Viceroys  in  these  provinces,  if  they  were 
approached  in  the  right  way,  to  assist 
us  in  carrying  through  this  reform. 
You  need  not  undertake  it  all  at 
once,  but  do  it  by  slow  degrees. 
An  objection  possibly  might  be  that  the 
cost  would  be  too  great.  That  is  a  very 
strong  objection,  but  it  could  be  met  by 
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a  reform  of  the  finances,  for  only  about  a 
sixth  of  the  revenue  of  the  provinces  now 
reach  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  In  regard 
to  the  general  question,  I  think  my  noble 
friend  has  used  language  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  affairs  by  the  Government  which 
is  not  altogether  justifiable.  He  says 
that  the  Government  have  done  nothing 
to  develop  or  secure  trade.  I  do  not 
think  anyone  can  bring  that  charge  with 
any  justification  who  has  read  the  last 
Blue  Book,  There  are  in  that  Blue  Book 
many  instances  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment have  done  in  the  direction  of 
developing  and  securing  our  trade 
interests.  I  need  only  quote  in  support 
of  that  the  last  annual  report  of  the  China 
Association.  The  Government  have  done 
a  great  deal  in  the  past  to  support  and 
develop  the  trade  in  China,  and  I  have 
but  to  express  the  hope  that  they  will 
not  be  weary  in  well-doing.  If  the 
Government  are  determined  to  conti- 
nue to  assist  British  enterprise  as  they 
have  done  in  the  last  few  months,  if 
they  will  only  have  the  courage  to  under- 
take these  reforms  in  the  Yang-tsze 
Valley,  I  do  not  think  that  any  British 
Consul  will  have  to  write,  as  Consul 
Brennan  had  to  write  two  or  three  years 
ago,  that  our  pioneers  in  the  treaty  ports 
have  been  discouraged  because  they  have 
received  no  effectual  support  from  the 
Government.  Let  me  turn  for  a  moment 
to  the  Waima  incident  referred  to 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  To  me 
the  position  of  affairs  is  most  sad, 
and  it  is  made  more  sad  when  only  the 
other  night  wo  passed  by  universal  con- 
sent a  vote  to  Lord  Kitchener  for  his 
successful  operations  in  the  Soudan.  I 
think  it  is  a  shame  that  not  a  finger  has 
been  put  forward  to  help  the  relatives  of 
the  murdered  soldiers  who  have  been  left 
in  penury  and  poverty.  For  six  years 
their  agony  has  been  prolonged,  and  for 
three  years  the  Government  have  known 
that  justice  was  on  their  side ;  and  yet 
the  Government  have  done  nothing. 
Last  year  a  question  was  put  to  the  then 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  as  to 
whether  the  Government  could  not  find 
any  money  for  the  use  of  these  poor 
people  until  such  time  as  compensation 
would  be  paid  by  the  French  Government, 
but  still  nothing  has  been  done.  I  think 
it  is  inconceivably  mean  that  the  rela- 
tives of  British  soldiers  who  lost  their 
lives  in  unfair  combat  should  have  received 

Mr.  Yerburgh. 


no  consideration  from  a  British  Govern- 
ment. I  know  there  is  a  strong  feeling 
on  these  benches  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  do  hope  that  the  Government  will 
see  their  way  to  give  a  more  kindly  and 
sympathetic  consideration  to  this  ex- 
tremely distressing  case. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  I  cannot  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  Foreign  Office,  nor  do 
I  intend  to  enter  into  the  history  of 
the  Waima  case ;  but  as  that  case  has 
been  before  me  in  my  position  as  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  I  should  just 
like  to  say  a  word  or  two  with 
regard  to  it.  My  hon.  friend  has 
characterised  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  *'  inconceivably  mean."  Now,  it 
is  a  very  much  easier  thing,  and  a 
pleasanter  thing,  to  do  what  I  am  sure  the 
sympathies  of  all  of  us  would  desire, 
and  to  treat  a  case  of  this  kind  in  a 
popular  and  lil>eral  way.  But  one  has 
to  consider  what  the  effect  generally 
of  such  action  would  l>e.  What  are  the 
circumstances  in  this  particular  case  1 
These  officers  lost  their  lives  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  as  many  other 
officers  have  done  during  the  last  three  or 
four  years.  They  left  behind  them  near 
relatives  in  an  unfortunate  pecuniary  posi- 
tion who  suffered  in  that  way  heavily  by 
their  death.  They  lost  their  lives  by  what 
was  unquestionably  an  accident.  There  is 
a  regular  system  by  which  pensions  or 
grants  are  given  to  the  widows  or  near 
relatives  of  officers  who  have  lost  their 
lives  in  combat  with  the  enemy  on  the 
field.  Would  it  be  right,  and  a  principle 
that  this  House  would  desire  to  adopt,  to 
treat  the  relatives  of  officers  who  have 
lost  their  lives  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  by  accident,  better  than  the  rela- 
tives of  those  officers  who  have  lost  their 
lives  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
in  combat  with  the  enemy  1  If  you  were 
once  to  adopt  that  principle  it  would  be 
impossible  to  adhere  to  the  rules  which  now 
govern  the  War  Office  in  these  matters. 
This  is  a  case  in  which  compensation  has 
been  demanded  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment from  the  French  Government,  but 
until  the  last  few  days  we  have  had  no 
real  reason  to  suppose  that  the  request 
for  compensation  would  be  favourably 
considered  by  the  French  Government. 
Therefore  if  we  had  granted  to  these  unfor- 
tunate persons  something  by  way  of  excep- 
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tional  relief,  we  should  have  been  treating 
them  with  exceptional  favour  as  compared 
with  the  widows  and  the  relatives  of  other 
officers  who  had  lost  their  lives  fighting 
in  Egypt,  the  Soudan,  or  India  with- 
out receiving  similar  compensation.  I 
am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  very 
recently  we  have  had  reason  to  believe 
that  this  matter  may  be  favourably  con- 
sidered by  the  French  Government ;  and 
it  is  possible  that  some  terms  of 
arbitration  may  be  arranged.  All  I  can 
say  is  this,  that  if  that  hope  comes  to 
fruition,  if  an  arrangement  is  made,  as  I 
hope  it  may  be,  by  which  it  is  admitted 
that  it  is  a  case  for  arbitration,  then 
I  think  the  time  will  have  arrived  when 
we  might  consider  the  circumstances  of 
these  unfortunate  persons,  and  ask  the 
House  to  afford  them  some  temporary 
relief. 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton):  I 
have  listened  to  the  speeches  that  have 
been  made  in  the  course  of  this  Debate, 
and  as  far  as  I  can  see  the  unfortu- 
nate Government  has  no  friend  in  the 
House.  Even  hon.  Members  on  the  oppo- 
site side  have  taken  exception  to  the 
main  points  of  the  Chinese  policy  .that  has 
been  adopted  ;  and,  being  one  of  those  who 
without  respect  of  Party,  are  always  pre- 
pared to  support  any  Government  which 
acts  in  a  plain,  sensible  way  with  a  view 
to  establishing  our  commerce  as  far  as 
possible  by  establishing  peace  abroad,  I 
come  forward  and  tender  the  Government 
my  humble  and  sincere  support.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  Debate  I  think  I 
saw  in  the  gallery  the  distinguished  repre- 
sentative of  China  in  this  country,  but  he 
has  now  gone  away,  and  I  am  glad  that 
he  has  left,  because  if  he  had  stayed  and 
listened  to  the  speeches  he  would  have 
thought  that  he  had  strayed  into  a  den  of 
thieves  instead  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Because  everybody  who  got  up  started  a 
new  theory  for  the  cutting  up  and  dis- 
tributing of  China  between  the  various 
Powers.  The  Debate  was  commenced  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York, 
and  I  have  to  congratulate  him,  because, 
although  I  do  not  agree  with  much  that 
he  said,  there  is  one  thing  that  I  do  agree 
with.  The  noble  Member  for  York,  not 
like  me  a  poor  civilian,  but  an  eminent 
warrior,  said  he  was  against  expansion. 
He  may  be  called  a  Little  Englander,  but 
I  do  not  think  he  will  care  for  that — that 


is  a  term  which  is  applied  by  a  foolish 
man  to  a  wise  one.  It  is  a  term  that 
has  been  applied  to  Lord  Salisbury,  and  if 
I  may  refer  to  so  humble  an  individual, 
it  has  also  been  applied  to  me.  I 
listened  to  the  brilliant  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  South  Kensington, 
which  I  do  not  agree  with,  in  which  he 
said  we  complained  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  China  because  it  was  a 
temporary  policy.  The  policy  is  admittedly 
temporary  at  this  moment,  and  it  is  the 
act  of  a  wise  Government  to  pursue  a 
temporary  policy,  to  look  after  our 
interests,  and  not  pledge  itself  in  any 
way.  He  was  disposed  not  to  treat  with 
Russia,  because  he  distrusted  her  •  that 
means  that  we  must  go  to  war  with 
Russia.  In  order  to  do  that  we  are  to 
enter  into  an  alljanco  with  Germany, 
and  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to 
consider  that  he  had  the  Govern- 
ments of  all  Europe  in  his  pocket, 
as  if  Germany  would  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  us  against  Russia  for  that 
purpose.  Germany  would  not  enter  into 
any  such  alliance.  But  the  noble  Lord 
went  further  and  said  that  what  we  ought 
to  do  in  China  was,  whatever  comes, 
to  tell  the  people  we  were  ready  to 
protect  them,  and  whether  they  were 
attacked  by  France,  Germany,  or  Russia, 
we  would  see  they  were  not  hurt.  To 
do  that  we  should  have  to  have  an 
Army  not  of  20,000,  but  of  2,000,000. 
Another  hon.  Member  wished  to  Egypt- 
ianise  the  Yang-tsze  Valley.  He  made  a 
speech  of  very  impressive  character,  and 
impressed  upon  us  that  what  we  were  to 
do  was  to  take  into  our  possession  a 
Chinese  army  and  carry  all  before  us  in 
China.  If  the  Government  were  to  listen 
to  such  proposals  as  that,  they  would  loso 
the  confidence  of  the  country  in  un- 
commonly short  time.  The  Government 
have  most  unquestionably  a  very  difficult 
task  before  them.  What  ought  to  be  the 
aim  of  the  Government  ?  They  ought  to 
do  their  best,  without  getting  us  into 
trouble  with  foreign  countries,  to  maintain 
and  extend  so  far  as  they  can  our  trade 
with  China.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  in 
my  opinion  they  have  done  this,  and  I  do 
not  see  what  else  they  could  have  done. 
Then,  again,  in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley, 
which,  as  everybody  knows,  is  divided 
by  a  great  river,  we  are  told  that 
they  have  now  gunboats  on  the  river 
which  can  go  up  a  thousand  miles,  »nd 
that  they  are  patrolling  the  river  an</ 
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securing  to  us  the  commerce.  We  are  of  China.  I  do  not  think  that  it  would 
further  told  that  certain  dredgings  are  I  be  possible  to  give  effect  to  his  views  in 
takingplace  which  will  enable  our  gunboats  that  way,  and  therefore  we  must  be  pre- 
to  go  further  up,  and  this  enables  us  to  |  pared  to  fall  back  and  do  that  which  is 
obtain  all  the  commerce  of  that  district  j  possible  and  practicable.  There  are  some 
and  does  not  entail  territorial  expansion.  I  people  who  say  and  think  that  the 
We  are  told  the  treaty  ports  have  been  Government  have  not  done  enough  ;  but  I 
increased,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  of  |  do  not  see  how  they  could  have  clone 
it.  We  have  heard  also  a  good  deal  more  than  they  have  without  getting  into 
about  the  recent  Treaty  with  Russia,  and  trouble  and  producing  a  serious  condition 
I  congratulate  the  Government  on  having  of  things,  which  possibly  we  should  not 
entered  into  that  Treaty,  and  I  am  glad  have  approved  of.  It  is  not  to  war  that 
that  they  have  given  up  the  "  long  spoon  "   I  look  for  the  universal  observance  of  the 


policy  which  was  recommended  by  a  col- 
league of  the  Government  with  regard 
to  Russia.  Nothing  can  now  bo  done 
without  our  consent.  We  admit  the 
Russians  have  a  right  to  Manchuria,  and 
that  we  are  not  going  there.  I  do  not 
quite  understand  the  observation  made 
by  the  Under  Secretar}'  just  now  that 
the  Agreement  with  Russia  did  not  justify 
that  country  in  going  to  Pekin.    I  think, 


Treat\'  of  Tien-tsin,  but  it  is  to  agree- 
ments entered  into  with  other  Powers. 
Our  trade  in  China  is  very  large,  and 
capable  of  great  extension,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  Government  in  the  opening  of 
treaty  ports  and  other  ways  have  done  a 
great  deal  towards  extending  it.  Although 
the  opening  up  of  the  inland  waterways  has 
been  so  far  unsuccessful  in  the  sense  thai 
the  Customs  arrangements  have  not  l>een  of 


on  the  contrary,  that  Russia  has  expressly  j  such  a  satisfactory  character  as  to  allow 
reserved  a  right  to  make  railways  wherever  I  inland  navigation  to  be  undertaken,  I  am 
she  pleases  in  a  south-westerly  direction  j  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  those  ports 
from  the  Great  Wall  towards  Pekin.   I  am  are  recognised  as  treaty  ports,  and  all 


most  desirous  to  avoid  lending  advisers  to 
the  Chinese  Government,  because 
would  only  lead  to  Russia 
same  thing,  and  ill  blood  would  be  bred 
l>etween  the  two  countries.  The  present 
Government,  I  quite  admit,  has  a  very 
difficult  diplomatic  task  before  it.  At 
the  present  moment  diplomacy  is  very 


that  is  left  to  be  done  now  is  to  make 
that  reasonable  and  suitable  regulations.  The 
doing  the  ;  future  of  China  is,  of  course,  speculative, 
but  I  fear  that  events  are  going  so  fast 
that  it  will  be  very  difficult  indeed  to 
maintain  our  authority  otherwise  than  by 
the  united  feeling  of  the  whole  of  the 
country  in  support  of  the  Government, 


difficult  in  any  country  where  there  is  a  j  There  ought  in  this  matter  to  be  no  party 
free  Press.  The  Press  generally  obtain  j  feeling,  but  an  entire  devotion  to  the  best 
all  the  news  first,  and  very  frequently  j  interests  of  commerce  in  China.  If  we 
obtain  wrong  news — I  am  now  speaking  of  ,  can  avoid  taking  territory,  I  hope  it 
the  daily  Press.  They  get  little  scraps  j  will  be  avoided.  I  fear,  however,  it  will 
of  information  which  are  generally  1  not,  because  we  must  protect  our  interests, 
wrong,  and  build  elaborate  theories  upon  j  But  perhaps  that  may  be  possible  without 
them.    I  entirely  agree  with  Lord  Salis- ,  the  acquisition  of  territory.     I  beg  to 


bury  when  he  said  you  must  not  form  any 
conclusion  as  to  the  method  of  diplomacy 
pursued  by  the  Government  until  it  is 
completed.  And  I  am  bound  to  say,  ; 
looking  at  his  policy  as  a  whole,  it  seems  i 
to  have  been  a  sound  policy,  getting  as 
far  as  he  can  into  agreement  with  Russia, 


support  the 
Government. 


policy   of   Her  Majesty's 


*Mr.  BARLOW  (Somerset,  Frome) :  I 
listoned  with  very  great  interest  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Mcml>er  for  Chester. 


and  doing  his  best  for  the  commerce  of  I  Re  ressed  the  hope  that  the  Govcrn. 
this  country  without   compromising  us  1  ,  i  . . 


with  that  or  any  other  country. 


♦Mr.  KESWICK  (Surrey,  Epsom) :  It 
appears  to  me  that  to  give  effect  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  York  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
establish  a  protectorate  over  the  Empire 

Mr.  Labouchere.  i 


nient  would  enter  on  a  new  and  better 
course,  and  I  inferred  from  the  general 
tenour  of  his  speech  that  he  was  not  alto- 
gether pleased  with  the  action  of  the 
Government.  I  noticed  that  when  the 
hon.  Gentleman  recently  spoke  in  Lanca- 
shire he  studiously  avoided  saying  any- 
thing about  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  present  question. 
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Lancashire  is  a  county  very  deeply  inte- 
rested in  the  Chinese  question,  and  it 
is  only  fair  to  suppose  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  had  been  able  to  say  anything 
about  the  Government  which  he  thought 
might  commend  them  to  the  electors  he 
would  have  said  it.  However,  so  far  as 
my  experience  goes,  the  Government  have 
been  viewed  with  a  great  deal  of  suspicion 
in  Lancashire,  not  only  with  reference  to 
the  Chinese  question,  but  also  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  dealt 
with  other  questions  in  the  East.  I 
would  not  have  intervened  in  this 
Debate  had  I  not  been  interested  in 
China  for  a  number  of  years.  I  am  not 
interested  in  China  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  suggested  some  hon. 
Members  were  —  as  concessionaires, 
but  I  am  interested  as  a  merchant  in 
China,  and  therefore  I  have  a  more  abid- 
ing interest  in  the  prospects  of  the 
country  than  perhaps  other  Members,  who 
may  be  interested  as  concessionaries.  There 
is  no  doubt  there  are  huge  undeveloped 
potentialities  in  China.  A  great  deal  has 
been  done  to  secure  our  trade  in  various 
parts  of  the  world,  but  I  think  that  the 
present  Government  have  to  some  extent 
sacrificed  our  interests  in  China,  where 
we  already  had  a  firm  foothold,  and  where  | 
there  is  a  much  greater  prospect  of  speedy 
development  than  in  some  other  parts  of 
the  world — Africa,  for  instance,  of  which 
we  have  heard  a  great  deal  during  the 
present  year.  There  is  nothing  more 
certain  in  connection  with  Eastern  Asia, 
and  particularly  with  China,  than  one 
fact,  and  that  is  if  you  lose  prestige,  if 
you  give  the  impression  that  you  are  a 
declining  Power,  your  influence  and  your 
trade  are  apt  to  depart  from  you,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  from  communications 
I  havo  received  from  China,  and  from 
watching  affairs  very  closely,  that  the 
policy  of  the  present  Government  has 
given  the  idea  to  the  natives  of  China 
that  we  are  a  declining  Power.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York 
said  in  his  speech  that  there  was  an 
idea  that  we  were  like  an  old  and  wealthy 
man  who  was  afraid  to  risk  his  money  be- 
cause he  thought  that  if  he  risked  it  he 
might  lose  it ;  that  Russia,  a  much  younger 
Power,  was  prepared  to  take  greater  risks 
and  responsibilities,  and  that  therefore  it 
had  advanced  in  recent  years  at  a  much 
more  rapid  rate  than  we  had.  I  have  no 
hostility  to  Russia.  Russia  has  a  settled 
purpose,  and  intends  to  carry  it  out  to  its 


J  legitimate,  and  from  its  own  point  of 
j  view  proper,  conclusion.    What  I  com- 
|  plain  of  is  that  if  our  Government  have  a 
settled  purpose  they  have  not  made  it 
clear  to  the  residents  in  China,  not  only 
to  tho  natives,  but  to  the  Europeans  and  the 
mercantile  community.  They  think  that  the 
action   of   the  Government  means  that 
English  interests  are  being  sacrificed,  and 
that  wo  will  give  way  on  any  point  when 
we  are  squeezed.    That  is  not  a  course  of 
policy  which  can  secure  us  respect  in  the 
East  or  eventuate  in  our  success.  The 
prospect  of  the  construction  by  Russia  of 
a  railway  to  Pekin  is  most  likely  to  be 
pre  judical  to  our  interests  and  influence  in 
China.    It  is  possible,  and  indeed  likely, 
that  this  will  not  impress  the  natives  of 
China  with  our  power,  wisdom,  or  far- 
sightedness. Speaking  from  an  experience 
extending  over  many  years,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  there  is  no  nation  in  the  East 
more  reliable  and  trustworthy  in  its  mer- 
cantile transactions  than  China.    I  would 
!  trust  a  Chinaman  as  soon  as,  and  sooner 
than,  any    other  native  of   the  East 
to    carry    out    any    engagement  he 
enters    into,    and     therefore     it  is 
a  very  great  mistake  that  this  country 
should  do  anything  that  would  prejudice 
|  or  let  slip  our  hold  on  a  country  where  we 
have  undoubtedly  done  a  great  deal, 
where  we  have  most  of  the  foreign 
trade  in  our  hands,  and  where  a  conserva- 
tive population  were  beginning  to  see  that 
we  have  long  been  their  friends.  We 
have  treated  them  fairly  and  well,  and 
that  population  and  its  Government  will 
not  desert  us  unless  convinced  that  we 
are  unable  to  support  them  in  their  just 
demands  against  the  undoubted  inter- 
ference of  outsiders.    I  was  sorry  to  hear 
the  almost  apologetic  tone  of  the  Under 
Secretary    for    Foreign    Affairs  with 
reference  to  affairs  in  China.  Apology 
does  not  commend  itself  to  the  nations 
of  the  East.    We  must  be  strong  if 
we  want  to  secure  their  respect  and 
obtain  the*/   support,    and  unless  we 
are  strong  they  will  go  to  what  they  con- 
sider to  be  the  rising  star  and  the  coming 
nation.    I  do  not  think  that  the  way  in 
which  we  allowed  tho  1  ion-tsin  Treaty  to 
be  encroached  upon  is  likely  to  secure  us 
the  respect  or  support  of  the  natives  of 
China.   In  that  matter  as  in  some  others, 
the  conduct  and  action  of  the  Government 
have  been  reprehensible  in  mnay-  ways. 
The  idea  we  have  given  in  China  us  that 
we  have  been  warned  off  by  other  Powers, 
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and  if  they  by  our  weakness  secure  the 
influence  we  had,  the  natives  will  begin 
to  consider  whether  we  are  really  strong, 
and  whether  these  other  nations — new 
comers — are  not  stronger  and  better  able 
to  defend  an  Empire  which  has  very 
serious  internal  difficulties  to  deal 
with.  The  condition  of  China  is  a 
large,  difficult,  and  intricate  subject, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  the  present  posi- 
tion which  we  occupy  in  China  is  not 
satisfactory  to  the  people  who  know 
China,  who  have  studied  it  on  the  spot, 
who  know  the  peculiarities  of  its  Govern- 
ment and  the  temperament  of  its  people. 
There  is  a  great  and  almost  immeasurable 
trade  to  be  obtained  in  China  ;  but  we 
shall  not  obtain  it,  we  shall  not  keep  pace 
with  other  nations,  if  we  do  not  show  we 
are  able  to  defend  the  rights  we  have 
obtained  and  that  we  are  willing  to  take 
our  full  liability  for  the  development  of 
the  resources  of  China.  If  we  allow  it  to 
be  seen  that  other  countries  can  get  con- 
cessions with  reference  to  railways,  and 
can  have  those  railways  managed  by  their 
own  officials,  while  we  allow  our  capital 
to  go  into  China  and  to  be  managed  by 
foreign  people  of  one  kind  or  another, 
as  has  been  said  in  this  Debate, 
then  China  will  say,  not  unnaturally, 
from  the  Eastern  point  of  view,  that 
we  are  afraid  to  defend  and  stand  up  for 
our  interests,  and  therefore  we  are  not  to 
be  relied  on  to  defend  and  promote  its 
interest  if  it  trusts  in  us.  I  have  only 
spoken  to-night  in  order,  as  far  as  it  in  my 
power  lies,  to  warn  the  Members  of  this 
House  of  the  unfavourable  impression 
which  the  action  of  the  Government  has 
caused  in  China.  Not  a  few  hon.  Members 
have  been  in  China — I  have  been  in  some 
parts  of  the  East  myself — but  it  is  very 
difficult  for  those  who  have  not  been  in 
the  East  to  realise  to  what  an  extent  this 
feeling  prevails.  You  may  depend  on  it 
that  a  strong  and  reliable  Government 
will  be  supported,  cost  what  it  may.  The 
idea  which  obtains  in  China  is  that  we  are 
not  definite,  do  not  know  what  we  want, 
and  are  turned  away  from  our  objects ; 
whereas  other  countries  make  up  their 
minds  as  to  what  they  want  and  get  it. 
Nobody  knows  what  we  want,  and 
nobody  cares  whether  we  get  anything  or 
not.  That  is  not  the  way  in  which  our 
commerce  in  China  has  been  built  up. 
Other  forces  and  ideas  have  now  come 
into  play,  and  it  is  only  by  adapting  our- 
selves to  them  that  we  can  retain  the 

iff.  Barlow, 


influence  we  have  in  China.  Therefore  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  do  all  in  it* 
power  to  assist  the  Government  in  taking 
up  a  strong,  determined,  and  decided  view 
that  English  interests  in  China  must  not 
be  sacrificed  ;  that  China  must  be  sup- 
ported in  its  legitimate  demands  and 
aspirations;  that  English  influence  must 
be  kept  to  the  front,  and  not  be  allowed 
to  lag  behind  in  the  race  with  other 
nations,  which  undoubtedly  is  getting 
keener  for  the  new  markets  of  the 
world.  China  presents  great  prosj>ects 
for  the  future.  It  has  a  large,  indus- 
trious, thrifty,  and  hard  -  working 
population,  and  it  is  in  a  country  of  that 
sort  that  we  may  expect  the  greatest  ex- 
pansion of  trade  in  the  future  ;  and  unless 
we  secure  that  expansion  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  the  people  of  this  country  to 
maintain  their  position  among  the  nations 
of  the  world.  I  speak  not  alone  for 
Lancashire,  but  for  other  counties  which 
have  an  indirect  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
our  producing  community,  and  I  say  that 
it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  maintain 
our  position  when  competition  becomes 
keen  unless  the  Government  of  the  day, 
to  whichever  side  it  may  belong,  does 
what  it  can  to  support  our  legitimate 
influence  and  prestige  in  China,  which  I 
fear  is  sadly  prejudiced  at  present. 


Mr.     MacIVEK    (Liverpool,  Kirk- 
dale)  :  I  wish  to  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  reconsider  their  decision  with 
regard  to  the  granting  of  compensation  to 
the  relatives  of  the  unfortunate  officers 
who  were  killed  at  Waima.     I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  I  am  expressing  the 
view  of  many  hon.  Members  when  I  say 
that  the  Government  ought  not  to  wait 
until  the  French  Government  recognise 
their  duty,  but  that  they  should  do 
|  something    themselves   in   the  matter. 
I  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  be 
'  expressed  on  other  subjects,  I  believe  there 
is  no  difference  of  opinion  on  this. 

j 

'  *Mk.  J.  A.  PEASE  (NorthumWland, 
Tyneside) :  There  is  one  subject  to  which 
I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
!  Committee.  It  has  been  already  discussed 
i  during  the  present  session,  but  it  is  a 
I  question  which  I,  for  one,  will  not  allow 
j  to  remain  undebated  as  long  as  the  insti- 
;  tution  of  slavery  remains  under  the  British 
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flag.    At  the  present  moment  there  are  ;  could  be  reasonably  taken.    Four  years 
something  like  350,000  slaves  under  the  I  have  now  elapsed,  and  practically  no  steps 
British  flag  in  the  Zanzibar  Protectorate  have  been  taken  to  liberate  the  slave 
The  Government  accepted  the  pledge  of  i  population  on  the  mainland.    But  a  new 
the  late  Government  to  free  these  slaves  i  interpretation  has  been  placed  on  the  law 
Ht  the  earliest  possible  moment,  but  up  to  '  with  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  legal 
the  present  have  not  carried  it  out.  They  1  status  of  slavery.  Hitherto,  in  the  Indian 
find  session  after  session  an  excuse  for  i  Empire,  it  has  always  been  interpreted  as 
allowing  this  institution  to  remain.     At  practically  the  same  as  the  abolition  of 
the  present  rate  of  progress  there  are  1  slavery  itself ;  but  in  the  East  Coast  Pro- 
about  750  slaves  annually  freed  in  Peinba  tectorate  a   different  interpretation  has 
and  Zanzibar,  while  on  the  mainland  the  been  placed  upon  it,  and  the   spirit  in 
Government  have  not  taken  any  steps  ,  which  the  law  is  administered  is  indicated 
whatever  to  free  the  slaves  employed  by  the  necessity  imposed  on  a  slave  to  go 
there,  and  the  Government,   I  know,  into  the  courts  in  order  to  obtain  his  free- 
assert  that  any  slave  can  apply  for  his  dom.    The  process  is  made  difficult  by  the 
freedom,  but  I  have  evidence  in  my  pos-  native  officials,  who  themselves  own  a 
session  which  shows  that  a  great  deal  of  .  large    number   of    slaves.    The  policy 
pressure  is  placed  upon  the  slave  popula-  adopted  by  the  Government  with  regard 
tion  to  prevent   them   obtaining   their  to  the  slave  population  has  been  to  con- 
freedom  even  through  the  courts.    It  is  ciliate  the  Arab  population  rather  than 
only  recently  that  an  individual  employed   do  justice  to  the  slaves.  The  Government 
in  Peinba  received  an  intimation  from  his  appear  to  me  to  have  exaggerated  the 
superiors  that  his  services  were  no  longer  rights  of  the  Mohammedan  population, 
required,  and  when  one  came  to  inquire   and  as   an   illustration   I   might  point 
into  the  reason  it  was  found  that  it  was  to  the  fact  that  while  no  subject  of  the 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  he  had  en-  Sultan  is  allowed  to  inherit  any  slaves, 
deavoured  to  secure  justice  for  the  slaves  unless  he  is  the  son  of  the  owner,  yet  the 
as  against  the  Arab  slave  masters.    There  present  Sultan  was  permitted  to  inherit 
was  a  Debate  a  short  time  ago  on  the  30,000  slaves  from  the  previous  Sultan, 
question  of  the  retention  of  slaves  by  although  he  is  not  a  direct  descendant. 
British  subjects,  and  some  doubt  was  \  That  shows  the  spirit  in  which  the  law  is 
expressed  by    hon.    Members   of  this  administered.    I  might  also  refer  to  a 
House  as  to    whether    it    was  legal  I  revolting  case  of  cruelty  which  occurred 
for  a  British  subject  to  administer  a  !  in  1896,  when  a  man  placed  a  slave,  for 
law  allowing  the  detention  of  slaves.    An  1  running  away,  in  double  irons,  connected 
Order  in  Council  passed  in  1877  applied  |  by  a  bar  near  the  ankles,  and  to  prolong 
the  Indian  Penal  Code  to  the  dominions  |  his  misery  a  cocoanut  was  given  to  him 
of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  and  Section  !  morning  and  evening.     The  miserable 
370  of  that  Code  enacts  that  whoever  dis-  slave  continued  in  the  same  spot,  exposed 
poses  of,  accepts,  or  detains  any  person  as  '  to  all  kinds  of  weather,  for  seven  months, 
a  slave  shall  be  liable,  with  or  without  a  The  owner  received  a  sentence  of  seven 
fine,  to  imprisonment  for  seven  years.    1 1  years'  imprisonment,  but  the  moment  the 
hold  that  every  one  of  Her   Majesty's  j  judge's  l>ack  was  turned  to  come  home  on 
Ministers  who  aro  parties  to  the  admin  is- 1  a  holiday  at  the  instance,  I  believe,  of 
tration  of  the  law  with  regard  to  slavery  Sir  Lloyd  Mathews,  the  Sultan's  Prime 
are  really  detainers  of   slaves  and  are  Minister,  the  Arab,  who  had  almost  kille  1 
morally  guilty.    AH  that  is  asked  is  that  the  slave,  was  liberated  from  gaol.  Such 
the  Government  should  keep  the  pledge  J  an  act  of  so-called  clemency  was  calcu- 
it  gave  to   Parliament.      In  1895  the  ( lated,  of  course,  to  give  encouragement 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  stated  that  he  '  to  other  Arabs  to  ill-treat  their  slaves, 
would  be  glad  to  tak,e  any  steps  that  I  object  to  the  policy  of  t^e  Govern* 
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ment  on  this  question  on  several  grounds, 
but  I  object  very  strongly  on  the 
ground  that  they  have  made' an  exception 
in  favour  of  allowing  the  concubines 
of  the  Arab  population  to  be  exempt 
from  the  decree.  I  know  the  Foreign 
Office  justify  this  on  the  ground  that  the 
children  of  concubines  would  become 
bastards  if  the  concubines  were  allowed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  decree.  But  no 
question  of  legitimacy  or  any  alteration  of 
connubial  rights  was  raised.  We  desire 
to  raise  the  moral  tone  of  the  home  life  of 
the  Arab  population.  There  are  many 
concubines  at  present  who  are  not  slaves, 
and  all  the  concubines  of  the  Arab  popula- 
tion should  have  the  same  opportunity  of 


going  into  court  to  secure  their  freedom 
as  other  slaves. 

It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the 
chair  to  make  his  report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS 
(ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve 
o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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NORTH-WEST  LONDON  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

The  Queen's  consent   signified ;  and 
Bill  reported  with  amendments. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  12th  June  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY. 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION. 
The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 
Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 

BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL 

ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill 
allowed  to  proceed,  provided  the  names 
of  the  Great  Central  Railway  Company 
and  of  the  Waterloo  and  City  Railway 
Company  be  struck  out. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the 

BELFAST  CORPORATION  BILL 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill 
allowed  to  proceed,  provided  Clause  23  be 
struck  out. 

Read,  and  agreed  to. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

CALEDONIAN    RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

The  Queen's  consent  signified;  and 
Bill  reported  with  Amendments. 

ABERDEEN  JOINT  PASSENGER 
STATION  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

NORTH  PEMBROKESHIRE  AND  FISH- 
GUARD RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported  without  Amendments. 

VOL.  LXXII.     [Fourth  Series.] 


LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table :  The  orders  made  on  the  25th  of 
April  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and 
Bill  committed. 


WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  :  The  orders  made  on  the  25th  of 
April  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and 
Bui  committed. 


WEST  HIGHLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

TRANSVAAL  MORTGAGE  LOAN  AND 
FINANCE  COMPANY  BILL  [Lords.] 


Read  3*,  and 
Commons. 


passed  and  sent  to  the 


CROWBOROUGH  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL.  [Lords.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

House  to  be  in  Committee  To-morrow. 
2  H 
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METROPOLITAN  COMMON  SCHEME 
(HARROW  WEALD)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported,  without  amend- 
ment: Stonding  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  To-morrow. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL  [Lords.] 

Read  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  Bill. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  9)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills ;  viz. — 

D.  Bedford  (chairman), 

D.  Marlborough, 

E.  Dartmouth, 
E.  Windsor, 
L.  Bolton. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No  3)  BILL. 

CENTRAL  ELECTRIC  SUPPLY  BILL. 

CENTRAL  LONDON   RAILWAY  BILL. 

CHARING  CROSS,  EUSTON,  AND 
HAMPSTEAD  RAILWAY  BILL. 

KENSINGTON  AND  NOTTING  HILL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY 
BILL. 

LONDON,    BRIGHTON,    AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  (VARIOUS 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Agreed  to;  and  the  said  Lords 
appointed  accordingly  ;    The  Committee 


to  meet  on  Thursday,  the  22nd  instant, 
at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and  all  petitions 
referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to 
the  petitioners  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as 
desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the  Bills. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 


TREATY  SERIES,  No.  14  (1899). 
Withdrawal  of  Montenegro  from  the 
International  Union  for  the  protection  of 
Literary  and  Artistic  Works. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1894. 
Return  as  regards  Ireland  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1898. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING 
1888. 


ACTS,  1882  AND 


Special  Reports  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  Section  1  of  the  Electric  Lighting 
Act,  1888  :— 

I.  City  of  London  Electric  Lighting 

II.  Gateshead  Electric  Lighting. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (COURT  OF 
EXCHEQUER). 

Second  Schedule  of  classes  of  docu- 
ments which  formerly  were,  or  ought 
to  have  been,  in  the  Office  of  the  King's 
or  Queen's  Remembrancer,  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  of  the  Clerk  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  Port  Bonds  or  Coast 
Bonds,  and  which  are  now  in,  but  are  not 
considered  of  sufficient  public  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  in,  the  Public 
Record  Office. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN  BOARD. 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  for  1898- 
99,  with  Appendices. 

Laid  before  House  (pursuant  to  Act) 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


QUESTION. 


IRELAND-INCITEMENT  TO  CRIME— 
M'HALE  v.  SULLIVAN. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury):  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  Lord  Coleridge,  has  given 
notice  to  call  attention  to  the  circura- 
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stances  of  the  cases  of  the  Queen  v.  Sulli- 
van and  M'Hale  v.  Sullivan,  and  to  ask 
what  steps  Her  Majesty's  Government 
intend  to  take  in  the  matter.  This 
appears  to  refer  to  litigation  which  is  still 
in  existence,  and  from  a  letter  in  this 
morning's  Times,  signed  by  a  gentleman 
who  professes  to  have  been  one  of  the 
counsel  in  the  case,  it  appears  that  there 
are  proceedings  still  pending  in  the  case, 
which  may  become  the  subject  of  a  second 
trial,  and  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of 
a  Court.  Under  those  circumstances  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  will  probably 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  not  desirable  to 
break  through  the  well  accepted  rule  that 
no  matter  that  is  sub  juaice  should  be 
mentioned  in  this  House  or  brought  under 
any  sort  of  public  discussion. 

♦Lord  COLERIDGE:  My  Lords,  I 
may  say  at  once  that  it  would  have  been 
most  improper  on  my  part  to  have  alluded 
to  this  subject  in  this  House  had  I  not 
already  satisfied  myself  that  no  further 

froceedings  in  the  matter  would  be  taken, 
satisfied  myself  on  this  point  before  I 
put  my  Notice  down  on  your  Lordships' 
Paper,  and  I  have  had  a  positive  assur- 
ance— and  I  am  authorised  to  state  this — 
that  all  proceedings  in  the  case  of  M'Hale 
r.  Sullivan  have  been  abandoned.  I  anti- 
cipate that  there  can  therefore  be  no 
reason  for  any  postponement  of  my 
Notice ;  but  if  your  Lordships  think  there 
is,  I  can  only  say  that  I  do  not  know  to 
what  period  your  Lordships  would  desire 
to  postpone  the  discussion. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  :  I  under- 
stand from  the  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  that  no  Rule  for  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  proceedings  has  been  entered, 
and  therefore  there  is  a  possibility  of  the 
case  being  tried  again. 

♦Lord  COLERIDGE :  The  people  who 
have  found  the  money  with  which  the 
proceedings  were  maintained  have  assured 
me  that  the  funds  are  exhausted.  Apart 
from  that,  I  am  assured  on  good  authority 
that  all  proceedings  have  been  abandoned, 
and  that  there  is  no  intention  to  resume 
them.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
submit  to  your  Lordships  that  I  am  en- 
titled to  call  attention  to  these  cases, 
without  infringing  the  very  proper  rules 
for  my  guidance  which  the  noWe  and 
learned  Lord,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  has 
referred  to.    Unless  I  am  stopped  by 


some  Motion,  I  propose  to  proceed  with 
my  Notice,  which  is  to  call  attention  o 
the  circum  ances  of  the  case  of  the 
Queen  v.  Sullivan,  tried  at  the  last  Sligo 
Assizes,  and  the  case  of  M'Hale  v.  Sullivan, 
tried  at  Ihiblin  on  10th  May  and  following 
days,  both  cases  involving  a  charge 
against  a  member  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary of  forgery  and  inciting  to 
crime;  and  to  ask  whether  the  said 
Sullivan  is  still  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary,  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
Her  Majesty's  Government  intend  to  take 
in  the  matter. 

♦The  Earl  of  ARRAN :  Of  course  I 
take  everything  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  has  told  us  as  being  correct,  and  as 
the  case  is  not  to  be  retried  I  do  not 
propose  to  move  the  Motion  which  I  had 
intended  to  submit  to  your  Lordships. 

♦Lord  COLERIDGE :  Then  I  take  it, 
my  Lords,  there  is  no  objection  to  my 
alluding  to  these  cases.  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  do  so,  and  I  shall  state  the 
facts  with  the  utmost  brevity,  and,  I  hope, 
with  impartiality.  For  the  last  twelve 
months,  in  the  County  of  Mayo,  there 
has  grown  up  an  association  which  is 
called  the  United  Irish  League.  It  is 
not  my  business,  nor  is  it  my  intention, 
to  make  any  comments  with  regard  to  the 
League,  its  authors,  its  conduct,  or  its 
object.  But  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
allude  to  it  to  explain  the  case  to  which 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  this 
House.  In  Newport,  a  town  in  Mayo, 
there  was  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
John  M'Hale,  who  was  the  local  president 
of  the  United  Irish  League.  There  was 
living  at  Westport  an  ignorant,  unlettered 
man  of  the  name  of  James  Kelly,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  League.  On  the 
14th  of  April  James  Kelly  received 
through  the  post  a  letter  in  the  following 
terms: 

M  Newport,  April  IS,  1898. 
"  2s.  for  drink. 
"  Dear  James  Kelly, 
"  As  you  are  aware,  Martin  Kelly  is  going 
back  to  the  bastard  Stoney  on  Monday.  Go 
with  some  of  the  boys  and  visit  him,  via  tell 
him  that  if  he  works  he  will  be  sorry,  and  that 
he  is  working  against  our  cause.    It  would  be 
better  to  blacken  your  face.    Do  it  to-inorrow 
night,  and  watch  the  police.    Othei  houses 
will  be  visited  on  the  same  night,  so  let  Tiernan 
not  be  behind. 

"Yours  truly, 

"  John  M'Hale  (Chairman). 
"  Burn  this  for  fear  of  danger.    Don't  bring 
any  man  but  one  you  can  trust.'Q 

2  H  2 
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No  one  can  doubt,  my  Lords,  that  that 
was  an  incitement  to  crime.  By  whom 
was  that  letter  written  1  It  is  admitted 
on  all  hands,  and  has  been  admitted  from 
the  first,  that  the  letter  was  not  written 
by  John  M'Hale.  By  whom,  then,  was  it 
written  ?  There  was  at  Mulranney,  a 
short  distance  off,  a  certain  Sergeant 
Sullivan,  who  was  a  magnificent  penman. 
He  had,  I  believe,  received  prizes  on 
account  of  his  penmanship,  and  of  his 
handwriting  he  was  undoubtedly  proud. 
Some  people  knew  his  handwriting  well, 
and  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  by 
James  Kelly  specimens  of  his  handwriting 
were  procured  from  various  sources. 
These  specimens,  together  with  the  forged 
letter,  were  sent  to  Mr.  Gurrin,  the  well- 
known  handwriting  expert  in  London,  and 
the  gentleman  who  is  always  employed  by 
the  Home  Government  in  criminal  and 
other  trials.  The  result  of  the  comparison 
of  these  handwritings  was  that  Mr.  Gurrin 
came  to  the  confident  opinion  that  all  the 
documents — the  genuine  documents  and 
the  forged  document — were  written  by 
one  hand.  Armed  with  this  evidence,  a 
case  was  launched  before  the  Petty  Sessions 
at  Westport.  It  was  proved  that  the  letter 
was  received  through  the  post ;  it  was  proved 
that  John  M'Hale  had  not  written  it ;  it 
was  proved  that  a  man  of  the  experience 
of  Mr.  Gurrin  was  of  opinion  that  the 
letter  submitted  to  him  and  the  specimens 
— the  undoubted  and  admitted  specimens 
— of  Sullivan's  handwriting  were  written 
by  the  same  hand.  That  was  the  case 
preferred  before  the  justices,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  see  whether  &  prima  facie  case  was 
made  out,  and,  if  so,  to  commit.  I  need 
hardly  tell  your  Lordships  that,  in  the 
absence  of  any  other  evidence  than  the 
evidence  I  have  told  you  of,  not  only  a 
prima  facie  but  a  conclusive  case  was  made 
out.  The  magistrates,  however,  not  only 
unanimously  refused  to  commit,  but  at 
first  wished  to  impound  the  document,  so 
that  it  should  never  again  pass  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  were  prosecuting. 
This  astonishing  decision  was,  happily,  in 
the  latter  part  of  it,  not  carried  into  effect. 
The  magistrates  ultimately,  after  argu- 
ment— and  I  may  say  the  person  who  ap- 
peared to  prosecute  was  The  MacDermott, 
a  man  of  position  in  the  profession,  and  a 
gentleman  who  had  held  the  office  of 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland — and  after 
remonstrances,  did  give  up  the  letter, 
but  refused  to  commit,  and  in  con- 
sequence it  was  determined  that  the 
Lord  Coleridge. 


witnesses  should  h&  bound  over  to 
the  next  Assizes  for  the  purpose  of  the 
charge  being  further  investigated.  On 
the  14th  of  July,  at  the  Castlebar  Assizes, 
a  Grand  Jury  was  impanelled  and  found 
a  true  bill  against  James  Sullivan  on 
three  charges — libel,  forgery,  and  inciting 
to  crime.  As  is  universal  in  Ireland, 
the  Government  took  up  the  prosecution, 
and  it  was  hoped  and  believed  that  The 
MacDermott,  in  whom  those  who  were 
prosecuting  had  confidence,  would  be 
further  employed  to  conduct  the  case. 
The  Crown,  however,  refused  to  avail 
itself  of  the  services  of  The  MacDermott, 
and  employed  its  own  counsel.  The 
case  came  on  for  trial  on  the  1st  of 
December  at  Sligo,  and  then,  my  Lords, 
a  most  unprecedented  scene  was  witnessed. 
Sligo  is  a  county  in  which  nine-tenths  of 
the  inhabitants  are  Roman  Catholics,  and 
there  was  witnessed  the  scene  of  the 
Crown  on  the  one  side  and  the  defence 
upon  the  other  combining  together  to 
strike  every  Roman  Catholic  off  the 

rinel.  I  would  ask  the  noble  Earl  who, 
believe,  is  going  to  reply  to  me,  whether 
in  his  opinion  the  profession  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith  disentitles  a  man  to 
the  discharge  of  his  civic  duties. 

♦The  Earl  of  ARRAN :  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  is  looking  at  me.  I 
beg  to  inform  him  that  I  am  not  going  to 
reply,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to 
his  Question. 

♦Lord  COLERIDGE:  I  understood 
that  the  noble  Earl  the  Earl  of  Denbigh 
was  going  to  reply.  I  want  to  ask 
whether  noble  Lords  can  wonder,  in  the 
presence  of  these  facts,  that  the  people 
of  Sligo  and  the  counties  round,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  believe  that  the  object  of 
the  Crown  in  combining  with  the  defence 
to  prevent  any  Roman  Catholic  from 
being  on  the  jury  was  that  the  prisoner 
should  be  acquitted  and  not  convicted  ?  I 
do  not  say  whether  they  were  right  or 
wrong,  but  I  do  say  that  in  the  presence 
of  these  facts  it  was  a  natural  conclusion 
to  arrive  at.  In  the  interval  a  remark- 
able thing  happened.  At  the  trial  before 
the  Justices  at  Westport  a  district  in- 
spector, of  the  name  of  Oulton,  had  been 
subpoenaed  to  produce  the  patrol  book 
kept  in  the  office  of  the  Constabulary, 
and  this  book  showed  that  on  the  evening 
of  the  14th  of  April,  the  night  on  which 
the  letter  incited    Kelly  to  commit  a 
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crime  against  the  man  Martin  Kelly,  an 
ambush  was  laid  for  an  hour  round  the 
house  of  Martin  Kelly  in  apparent  antici- 
pation of  some  outrage  that  might  or 
would  be  likely  to  be  committed.  The 
patrol  book  showed  that  that  took 
place  for  an  hour.  The  report  of 
Mr.  Oulton's  evidence  was  read 
by  a  constable  of  the  name  of  Curtin, 
and  on  reading  it  he  remembered  that  the 
entry  in  the  patrol  book  as  it  appeared 
when  it  was  produced  by  Oulton,  the 
district  inspector,  was  not  the  entry  which 
appeared  on  the  morning  after  it  was 
made.  He  thereupon  went  and  inspected 
the  patrol  book.  He  found  that  it  had 
l>een  altered,  and  it  is  admitted  that  the 

Satrol  book  was  altered,  and  altered  by 
ullivan.  The  alteration  had  the  effect 
of  making  it  appear  that  instead  of  the 
ambush  being  laid  for  three  hours,  as  it 
was  originally  entered,  it  was  an  ambush 
of  one  hour.  It  was  admitted  that  the 
book  was  altered,  after  the  entry,  by 
Sullivan.  What  was  Curtin's  duty  %  His 
duty  was  to  make  this  known.  If  he 
had  reported  the  matter  to  his  immediate 
superior  it  would  have  been  to  Sullivan, 
but  he  did  not  do  that.  He  waited  for  a 
few  days  until  the  district  inspector — 
Oulton — visited  the  Constabulary.  Cur- 
tin informed  the  prosecutors  of  what  he 
had  discovered,  and  reported  the  matter 
also  to  the  district  inspector.  How  was 
the  report  received  1  On  the  evening  of 
the  day  on  which  Curtin  had  made  this 
report  to  Oulton  he  was  taken  from  the 
police  office  at  Mulranney  and  banished 
to  an  island  called  Inniskear,  24  miles 
out  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  That  was 
the  way  in  which  Constable  Curtin  was 
dealt  with  when  he  had  the  audacity 
and  the  temerity  to  say  what  he  knew 
with  regard  to  this  case.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  could  not  be  wondered 
at  that  the  jury  at  Sligo  did  what  was  ex- 
pected of  them — they  acquitted  Sullivan, 
not  only  without  hearing  any  evidence  for 
the  defence,  but,  in  acquitting  him,  telling 
the  learned  judge  that  they  had  made 
up  their  minds  to  acquit  him  at  a  time 
before  they  had  heard  the  evidence 
of  Police-constable  Curtin,  which  was 
material  evidence  in  the  case.  Such  was 
the  slight  indication  which  they  gave  of  the 
impartiality  of  their  minds  in  this  matter. 
It  is  often  thought  advisable,  ordinarily 
speaking,  for  the  man  who  is  acquitted 
to  bring  civil  proceedings  for  malicious 
prosecution  against    the  persons  who 


prosecuted  him ;  but  in  this  case  the  facts 
were  reversed,  and  the  prosecutors}  who 
had  failed,  brought  an  action  for  libel 
in  Dublin,  which  was  tridd  t>n  the  10th 
of  May,  before  Mr.  Justice  Andrews 
and  a  special  jury.  The  same 
facts  were  then  proved.  Sullivan's  de- 
fence was  heard,  and  the  matter  was  tried 
out  to  the  utmost,  squarely  and  fairly. 
Two  points  are  worthy  of  notice.  At  the 
criminal  trial  some  play  was  made  by  the 
defence  by  a  suggestion  that  the  hand- 
writing of  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prose- 
cution bore  similarities  to  the  handwriting 
of  the  forged  letter — and  it  was  hinted  that 
she  might  be  the  author.  On  the  second 
occasion,  when  this  matter  was  further 
investigated,  this  defence  was  tacitly 
abandoned.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Gurrin 
was  forthcoming,  and  it  was  fortified  by 
another  expert  witness,  Mr.  Price,  who 
agreed  with  him.  Not  only  was  no  ex- 
pert evidence  called  to  prove  the 
slightest  similarity  between  the  hand- 
writing of  any  of  the  witnesses  and  the 
handwriting  of  the  forged  letter,  but 
there  was  no  expert  evidence  called  even 
to  show  that  the  forged  letter  was  not 
written  by  the  defendant  Sullivan.  The 
jury,  after  a  long  and  patient  trial,  dis- 
agreed ;  ten  were  for  the  plaintiff  M'Hale, 
and  two  for  the  defendant  Sullivan.  That, 
my  Lords,  is  a  short  and  brief  account  of 
the  litigation  in  this  case.  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  bring  these  facts  to  the  at- 
tention of  your  Lordships'  House.  I,  in 
common  with  your  Lordships,  wish  to  see 
in  all  civilised  communities  the  law 
trusted  and  obeyed,  and  I  say  that  if  the 
law  is  administered  in  Ireland,  or  in  any 
part  of  any  civilised  community,  as  it  has 
been  administered  in  the  case  of  The 
Queen  v.  Sullivan,  no  man  ought  to  won- 
der if  the  law,  as  so  administered,  has  not 
the  respect  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country.  Your  Lordships  will  no  doubt 
ask  what  I  propose.  I  suggest  that  an  in- 
dependent inquiry — and  ijlay  stress  on  the 
word  "  independent " — be  held  into  this 
matter.  Nothing  less  than  an  indepen- 
dent inquiry,  I  am  sure,  will  satisfy  the 
bulk  of  the  people  who  live  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood where  these  things  have  taken 
place,  and  I  think  nothing  less  ought  to 
satisfy  either  Her  Majesty's  Government 
or  your  Lordships'  House. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  confess  that  I  very  much  regret 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  should 
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have  thought  it  right  to  raise  this  matter 
in  your  Lordships'  House,  seeing  that  it 
has  not  been  raised  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  the  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  would  have  been  present  and 
would  have  been  prepared  to  answer  more 
perfectly  than  anyone  in  your  Lordships' 
House  can  do  for  what  has  taken  place. 
I  protest  against  the  last  statement  of  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  as  to  the  division 
of  the  jury.  I  am  not  aware  myself  of 
any  legal  mode  of  obtaining  such  informa- 
tion as  that.  Here  a  man  who  has  the 
misfortune  to  be  a  policeman  in  Ireland  is 
accused  of  a  criminal  offence,  and  the 
whole  object  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  seems  to  show  that  the  man  was 

Eulty,  although  he  had  been  acquitted, 
oes  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  think 
that  such  action  as  that  will  commend 
itself  to  a  civilised  community?  The 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  told  me 
that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  was  right,  and  that  for 
all  that  was  done  he  was  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  take  the  responsibility.  Every- 
thing has  been  done  by  his  direction,  and 
he  is  perfectly  prepared,  when  he  himself 
can  be  heard,  to  defend  his  action  through- 
out. There  has  been  another  trial  in 
respect  of  the  same  matter  in  another 
court,  and  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
suggests  that  the  verdict  was  against  the 
policeman ;  but  the  jury  was  discharged 
without  agreeing  upon  a  verdict,  and  Fur- 
ther proceedings  have  been  abandoned. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  suggests  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should  hold  a 
new  and  independent  investigation,  but 
how  is  that  to  be  done  1  What  does  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  mean  by  an  inde- 
pendent investigation  1  What  objection 
was  there  to  the  civil  trial,  which  the 
noble  Lord  himself  said  was  fairly  and 
squarely  fought  out  1  Did  not  the  trial 
afford  a  method  of  ascertaining  the  facts  1 
I  have  heard  no  suggestion  from  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  that  the  matter  was  not 
capable  of  being  investigated  there,  and 
because  the  jury  disagreed  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  has  made  a  speech,  every 
word  of  which  was  an  attempt  to  show  the 
man  was  guilty.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  has  set  a  very  bad 
example  of  the  mode  in  which  an  impartial 
investigation  should  be  conducted.  If  the 
parties  are  still  of  opinion  that  Sullivan 
is  guilty,  let  them  proceed.  But  the 
House  has  been  informed  that  they  will 
not  proceed,  and  yet  there  is  to  be  a  dis- 
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cussion  of  this  sort,  the  whole  object  of 
which  is  to  show  that  this  man,  who  has 
been  acquitted  by  one  jury  and  in  whose 
case  another  jury  has  disagreed,  is  guilty. 
If  an  investigation  is  to  take  place  at  all  it 
ought  to  have  been  perfectly  independent 
of  such  observations  as  those  which  have 
been  made  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord. 

REFORMATORY    SCHOOLS  (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL.  [Lords.] 

Committee. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
Order). 

Clause  1  : — 

Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD:  My 
Lords,  to  this  clause,  which  is  the  only 
clause  in  the  Bill,  there  is  no  objection  in 
point  of  substance,  but  the  Home  Office 
take  the  view — with  which,  I  must  say,  I 
coincide — that  it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  amend  the  drafting.  However,  as 
this  is  only  a  question  of  form,  I  think  the 
better  way  would  be  to  allow  the  Bill  to 
go  through  Committee,  and  then,  perhaps, 
the  noble  Lord  will  move  the  alteration  in 
the  wording  in  the  Standing  Committee. 

Lord  LEIGH :  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  if  he  will 
inform  me  what  Amendment  he  would 
suggest,  and  I  shall  be  quite  willing  to 
move  it  in  the  Standing  Committee. 

Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  and 
re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  (AMENDMENT) 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Thurs- 
day, the  22nd  instant. 

TRAWLERS'  CERTIFICATES  SUSPEN- 
SION BILL.  [Lortlfl.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order):  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
the  Select  Committee  made ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived:  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Friday 
next. 

MANCHESTER  CANONRIES  BILL 
ILorda]. 

A  Bill  to  amend  Section  20  of  the 
Parish  of  Manchester  Division  Act,  1850 — 
Was  presented  by  the  Earl  Egerton  (for 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Manchester):  read 
1* ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  2'  on 
Thursday,  the  22nd  instant.    (No.  111.) 
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YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL.  [Lords.] 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
youthful  offenders,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  therewith,  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Lord  James  ;  read  1* ;  to 
be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Monday  next.    (No.  112.) 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  (ENG- 
LAND AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1* ; 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  113.) 

House  adjourned  at  five  in  in  u  tee 
past  Five  o'clock,  till  To-mor- 
row, half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  12th  June  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  62 
COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

MILLWALL   DOCK  BILL. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  PREVIOUSLY  IN- 
QUIRED INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz : — 

ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments.    [New  Title.] 


CITY  AND  BRIXTON  RAILWAY  BILL- 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DUMBARTON  BURGH  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

LONDON  IMPROVEMENTS  BILL 
(QUEEN'S  CONSENT  SIGNIFIED). 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKETS 
BILL. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
As  amended,  to  be  considered  To- 
morrow. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BULL 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (BORROW- 
STOUNNESS)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  1)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (HOUSING  OF 
WORKING  CLASSES  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL  i 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating 
to  the  City  of  London,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Ritchie  and  Mr. 
Hanbury. 

Ordered,  that  Standing  Order  193a  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
the  first  time. — (Mr.  Ritchie.) 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to 
the  City  of  London,  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  230.] 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR  BOARD 
(PILOTAGE)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Report  [8th  June]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. — (Dr.  Farquharson.) 


PETITIONS. 


GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petitions  in  favour ; — From  Wakefield ; 
— and  Ealing  j  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Elgin,  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Kilburn,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARISH  COUNCILS  ASSOCIATION 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Greenock,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  OFFICERS'  SUPERANNUA- 
TION (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Greenock,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF  (DISFRANCHISE- 
MENT). 

Petition  from  Reading,  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


POOR  LAW  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS. 
Petition  from  Greenock,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Elgin  ; — 
Forfar ; —  Kirkcudbright ; —  and  Perth  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour — From  Manchester ; 
— Rochester ; — and  Newcastle ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN. 

Petition  from  Brierfield,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA  FISHERIES  REGULATION  (SCOT- 
LAND) ACT  (1895)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TROUT  FISHING  ANNUAL  CLOSE  TIME 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Forfar,  in  favour ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS,  1867  TO  1898. 
Petition  from  Daventry,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  ACTS,  1882  AND 
1888. 

Copies  presented, — of  Special  Reports 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  Section  1 
of  The  Electric  Lighting  Act,  1888  :— 

(1}  City  of  London  Electric  Lighting ; 

(2)  Gateshead  Electric  Lighting  ; 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DISEASES   OF  ANIMALS   ACTS,  1894 
AND  1896  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented, — of  Return,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  Acts  as  regards  Ireland  for 
the  year  1898  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 
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CHANNEL  ISLANDS  (CROWN  RIGHTS.) 

Return  ordered,  "of  Revenues  drawn  | 
from  the  Crown  Rights  in  the  Channel 
Islands  in  each  year  during  the  last  five 
years,  distinguishing  for  each  Island 
separately  the  Amount  received  from 
Tithes,  from  Fines  on  Transfer  of  Prop- 
erty, from  Seigneurial  Dues,  and  from 
other  sources;  and  stating  the  Cost  of 
Collection,  the  several  Payments  made 
for  Local  Purposes,  and  the  Net  Amount 
paid  into  the  Exchequer." — (Sir  Charles 
Dilke.) 

MESSAGE   FROM   THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 
Farnley  Tyas  Marriages  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  constitute  the  Divisions  of 
Lincolnshire  separate  Counties  for  all  the 
purposes  of  the  Coroners  Acts."  [Lin- 
colnshire Coroners  Bill]  [Lords]. 


QUESTIONS. 


TRADE  IN  THE  RUSSIAN  EMPIRE. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  United  States,  France,  and  Ger- 
many are  making  every  effort  to  profit  by 
the  coming  reign  of  industrial  activity  in 
the  Russian  Empire ;  and,  if  he  is  now 
able  to  announce  what  steps  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  at  length  decided  to 
take  to  utilise  for  British  capital  and 
trade  the  friendly  disposition  thereto  of 
His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Tsar  and  the 
Russian  Government. 

*Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  We  have 
not  seen  any  official  reports  to  the  effect 
mentioned  by  my  non.  friend.  No 
change  has  taken  place  since  I  answered 
my  hon.  friend's  question  a  month  ago 
which  would  enable  me  to  add  anything 
to  the  answer  I  then  gave  as  to  our  com- 
mercial relations. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  I  shall 
take  advantage  of  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  call  attention  to  the  delay  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commercial  attache"  at 
St.  Petersburg. 


THE  DISTRESSED  ARMENIANS. 
Mr  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  into  consideration  the 
desirability  of  bringing  under  the  notice 
of  the  International  Congress,  now  as- 
sembled at  the  Hague,  the  distressed 
condition  of  the  Armenians,  with  a  view 
to  concerted  European  action  for  their 
protection. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  can  take  no  action  in  the 
sense  desired,  as  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  invitation  to  the  Conference  such 
subjects  are  excluded  from  discussion. 

CRIMPING  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Coi<onkl  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  system  of  blackmail  at  present  levied 
by  the  boarding  masters  and  crimps  at 
San  Francisco,  California,  and  Portland, 
Oregon,  by  which  blood-money,  amount- 
ing to  £20  per  head,  is  charged  for  the 
shipment  of  British  seamen  who  have 
previously  been  induced  to  desert; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Consul  J.  Laid- 
law,  of  Portland,  Oregon,  has  stated  in  a 
despatch,  dated  29th  June,  1898,  that  a 
comprehensive  Consular  Convention 
should  be  concluded  with  the  United 
States,  giving  the  same  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion as  is  now  enjoyed  by  French  and 
German  Consuls,  and  should  include 
powers  to  call  upon  the  local  authorities 
for  the  necessary  assistance  ;  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  endeavour  to 
arrange  such  a  Convention  with  the 
United  States  Government  for  the  better 
protection  of  British  shipmasters  and 
seamen,  and  to  abolish  the  system  under 
which  blood-money  can  be  levied  ;  whether 
he  will  inform  the  House  of  the  exact 
terms  of  the  Convention  between  the 
United  States  and  France  which  the  Con- 
sul's letter  refers  to ;  and  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  prepared  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  required  to 
protect  shipmasters  and  seamen  in  this 
matter. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Attention  has  been 
called  to  the  system  which  at  present 
prevails  in  some  ports  of  the  United 
States  with  regard  to  the  engagement  of 
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seamen.  Reports  on  the  subject,  includ- 
ing that  from  Consul  Laidlaw,  to  which 
reference  is  made,  have  been  laid  before 
Parliament.  The  Consular  Convention 
between  the  United  States  and  France 
will  be  found  at  p.  718  of  vol.  55  of 
British  and  Foreign  State  Papers.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  under  con- 
sideration what  steps  can  be  taken  for  the 
better  protection  of  British  shipmasters 
and  seamen. 

NAVIGATION  OF  MERCHANT  VESSELS. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  crew  of  the  s.s.  Pinner's  Point, 
in  which  they  allege  that  during  the 
passage  of  this  vessel  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  the  month  of  May  of  this 
year,  all  the  deck  hands  of  this  vessel, 
with  the  exception  of  the  man  at  the 
wheel,  were  employed  in  discharging 
ballast  from  six  in  the  morning  till  six 
in  the  evening  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
during  the  night  this  vessel  was  being 
navigated  without  a  man  on  the  look  out, 
on  the  forecastle  head  or  fore-deck  ;  and, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  number  of  colli- 
sions that  occur  annually,  involving 
serious  loss  of  life  and  property,  it  is  his 
intention  to  promote  legislation  at  an 
early  date  with  a  view  to  preventing  the 
possibility  of  vessels  being  navigated  in 
such  a  dangerous  manner. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  My 
attention  has  not  been  directed  to  the 
statement  referred  to  in  the  question, 
except  by  the  hon.  Member  himself. 
Although  the  matter  is  not  one  in  which 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  any  authority 
to  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  the 
master  of  a  ship,  unless  he  commits  some 
offence  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
I  have  been  in  communication  with  the 
owners  of  the  Pinner's  Point,  and  I 
have  been  furnished  with  a  statement 
signed  by  the  master  and  chief  officer,  in 
which  they  emphatically  deny  that  the 
vessel  was  ever  left  without  a  proper 
look-out,  day  or  night,  and  this  statement 
is  confirmed  by  the  boatswain  and  two 
A.B.'s.  The  master  and  chief  officer  also 
state  that  the  ballast  was  not  discharged 
until  the  steamer  was  approaching  the 
American  coast,  and  that  for  this  work 


the  men  received  extra  pay.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  propose  fresh  legislation  on 
the  subject. 

SCOTTISH  UNIVERSITIES. 
Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  can 
state  the  number  of  male  students  in  the 
various  faculties  of  the  four  Scotch 
Universities  during  the  years  1888  and 
1898  respectively,  and  the  number  of 
female  students  in  each  faculty  and  Uni- 
versity during  the  year  1898. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  6. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  has  obtained  the  information 
desired  by  the  hon.  Member  from  the 
Universties  Courts,  and  will  transmit  it 
to  him.  It  would  not  be  convenient  to 
give  it  in  answer  to  a  question. 

ORPHAN  HOMES  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate whether  he  is  aware  that  some  1,000 
children  of  school  age,  inmates  of  the 
Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland,  on  which 
over  £200  of  school  rates  were  recently 
paid,  have  received  no  education  for 
nearly  two  months,  owing  to  the  refusal 
of  the  School  Board  to  receive  them ; 
whether  anything  is  being  done  to  bring 
the  present  deadlock  to  an  end;  and, 
whether  the  Scottish  Education  Depart- 
ment has  taken  any  steps  to  enforce  the 
law  of  Scotland  as  to  the  compulsory 
education  of  all  children  of  school  age. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  legal 
questions  connected  with  the  matter 
referred  to  in  the  hon.  Member's  question 
are  now  under  consideration,  and  it  is 
therefore  impossible  for  me  at  present  to 
make  any  further  statement  regarding  it. 

ATTACK  BY  BRITISH  SOLDIERS  ON  A 
RANGOON  WOMAN. 

Mr  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  certain  British  soldiers  have  been 
charged  with  an  indecent  assault  upon 
a  native  woman  at  Rangoon;  whether 
such  soldiers  have  been  brought  before 
any  tribunal  for  this  alleged  crime  ;  and 
if  any  punishment  has  been  inflicted  for 
this  outrage. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  This  matter  has  for  some  time 
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past  been  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
Indian  Government,  with  whom  I  have 
been  in  communication  on  the  subject.  I 
regret  to  say  that  it  is  true  that  an  outrage 
was  committed  upon  an  elderly  Burmese 
woman  of  unsound  mind  by  a  party  of 
soldiers,  who  are  said  to  have  been  under 
the  influence  of  liquor.  On  appearance 
of  police  and  a  corporal  the  soldiers  dis- 
persed but  one  of  them  was  arrested,  and 
tried  by  jury  on  the  10th  of  May,  but 
was  acquitted  on  the  ground  that  he  was 
not  proved  to  have  committed  or 
attempted  the  offence  with  which  he  was 
charged,  and  the  Recorder  concurred  in 
the  verdict.  So  far,  no  other  person  has 
been  brought  to  trial ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  are  determined  that 
the  matter  shall  be  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated, and  that  the  culprits  shall 
be  brought  to  justice;  and  they  have 
impressed  their  views  very  strongly  upon 
the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  Ran- 
goon, who  have  undertaken  that  no  effort 
shall  be  spared  to  bring  the  facts  to  light. 
Accordingly,  a  special  Court  of  inquiry 
has  been  summoned  to  investigate  and 
report  upon  the  whole  matter. 

ASSAM  TEA  PLANTATIONS. 
Mr.  SCHWANN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  when  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Tablo  of  the  House  the  Re- 
port on  the  Assam  Tea  Plantations,  now 
for  several  years  delayed  in  its  presenta- 
tion to  Parliament. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  have  not 
yet  received  the  views  of  the  Government 
of  India  on  the  subject  of  the  Report  to 
which  the  hon.  Member's  question  refers, 
although  in  February  last  they  hoped  to 
be  able  to  lay  them  before  me  at  an  early 
date.  The  matter  with  which  the  Report 
is  concerned  is  a  difficult  and  intricate  one, 
but  I  will  draw  the  Viceroy's  attention  to 
the  desirability  of  expediting  the  sub- 
mission of  their  opinions  upon  it. 

Mr.  SCHWANN:  Shall  we  get  it 
before  the  end  of  the  session  1 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  doubt  it,  as 
the  question  is  so  complicated. 

LIQUOR  TRADE  IN  THE  MADRAS 
PRESIDENCY. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  is  aware  that  three  liquor  shops  have 


'  l>een  opened  and  still  remain  open  in 
!  Brace  Petta,  one  of  the  leading  thorough- 
fares of  the  town  of  Bellary,  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  ;  and  that  these  three 
shops  are  very  near  each  other,  and 
situated  in  close  proximity  to  Christian 
and  Hindu  places  of  worship,  and  on  the 
only  common  road  leading  to  the  Cowl 
bazaar  and  the  municipal  high  school  in 
the  fort ;  whether  a  petition  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Collector  of  Bellary  by 
some  of  the  leading  residents  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  shops 
j  complaining  of  the  nuisance  caused  by 
them,  and  praying  for  their  removal ; 
and  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
declared  policy  of  the  Government  of 
India,  as  enunciated  in  their  Dispatch, 
No.  29,  of  4th  February,  1890,  he  will 
give  instructions  for  the  closing  of  the 
said  shops. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  re- 
ceived no  information  on  the  subject  of 
the  first  two  clauses  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's question.  I  do  not  propose  to  send 
any  instructions  to  India  on  the  matter, 
which  is  clearly  one  for  the  discretion  of 
the  authorities  in  India. 

DIVINE   SERVICE  AT  GOVERNMENT 
FACTORY  CHAPELS. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
Government  chapel  at  the  Royal  Small 
Arms  Ordnance  Factory  at  Enfield,  the 
chaplain,  the  Reverend  C.  K  J.  Carter,  a 
member  of  the  English  Church  Union,  is 
in  the  habit  of  hiding  the  manual  acts  at 
the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion, 
mixing  water  ceremonially  with  wine, 
elevating  the  consecrated  elements,  and 
burning  candles  in  the  day  time,  all  of 
which  practices  have  been  judicially 
condemned  by  the  Supreme  Court  in 
such  cases ;  further,  that  Mr.  Carter 
celebrates  Eucharists  and  Vespers  for 
the  dead,  both  services  being  without 
any  authority  within  the  Established 
Church  of  England ;  and  that  a  cross 
is  illegally  placed  upon  the  re-table ; 
and  whether  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  will  take  steps  to  secure  the 
exclusion  of  illegal  practices  and  un- 
authorised services  from  this  and  other 
chapels  under  his  control. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover)  :  No  complaint  has  .been  received 
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from  the  persons  using  the  chapel ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  does  not  feel  called 
upon  to  interfere. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  I  Bhall  ask  a  further  question  on 
this  matter. 

i 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts, ! 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial ; 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  what  pro- 1 
portions  of  the  sum  of  £565  4s.  5d.,  I 
which  appears  from  last  year's  Ordnance  . 
Factories  Accounts  to  have  been  expended  j 
for  "  Divine  Service,"  were  allocated  to 
the  factories  of  Enfield,  Waltham  Abbey, 
Woolwich,  and  Birmingham  respectively. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  figures  are  as 
follows:  Woolwich,  £293  4s.  lid.; 
Enfield,  £197  10s.  7d. ;  Waltham, 
£74  8s.  lid.  ;  Birmingham,  nil. 

Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  why  there  should  be  a  Government 
chapel,  with  a  chaplain,  at  the  Royal 
Small  Arms  Ordnance  Factory  at  Enfield, 
when  in  other  Government  establishments 
of  the  same  character  there  is  no  such 
chapel  or  official. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  When  the  factory 
at  Enfield  was  originated  it  was  considered 
necessary,  owing  to  the  isolation  of  the 
buildings,  to  provide  a  chapel  for  spiritual 
ministrations  to  the  workmen  employed 
there. 

TROOPS  AT  ALDERSHOT. 
MAJOR  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  is  the  official  strength  at 
Aldershot;  what  were  the  numbers  pre- 
sent on  the  Queen's  Birthday  parade ;  and 
how  were  the  5,000  men  absent  employed. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  strength  at 
Aldershot  on  24th  May  amounted  to 
16,788  warrant  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men,  and  of  these  11,542 
were  present  on  parade.  1,563  men  of 
the  Royal  Engineers,  the  Army  Service 
Corps,  and  the  Royal  Array  Medical 
Corps  were  engaged  on  their  corps  duties  ; 
the  East  Kent  Volunteer  Artillery, 
numbering  200,  and  the  Northumberland 
Fusiliers,  numbering  761,  were  not  on 
parade,  most  of  the  latter  being  on  fur- 
lough. There  were  747  sick.  The  re- 
maining absentees,  to  the  number  of 
about  2,000,  were  on  guard  and  other 
station  duties. 


SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION  AT 
BETHNAL  GREEN. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Department  by  the  London  School  Board 
to  sanction  the  erection  of  a  new  school 
in  Wood  Close,  Bethnal  Green ;  whether 
a  new  Board  school  is  already  being 
erected  in  Daniel  Street,  in  the  same 
neighbourhood ;  whether  there  is  any 
need  at  the  present  time  for  increased 
school  accommodation  in  this  district, 
where  the  population  is  stationary  and 
likely  to  decrease ;  and  whether,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  Education  De- 
partment will  refuse  their  assent  to  the 
application  of  the  London  School  Board. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  thk 
COMMITTEE  of  thb  COUNCIL  on 
EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  reply  to  the  first  two 
questions  is  in  the  affirmative.  The  ques- 
tians  whether  increased  accommodation  is 
required,  and  whether  the  population  is 
likely  to  decrease,  are  now  the  subject  of 
inquiry ;  and  the  sanction  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department  to  the  proposed  school 
in  Wood  Street  depends  on  the  result  of 
that  inquiry. 

WORKING-CLASS  DWELLINGS  AT 
BETHNAL  GREEN. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  various  schemes  of  the  London 
School  Board  for  building  new  schools  in 
the  district  of  Bethnal  Green,  whereby  a 
number  of  the  dwellings  of  the  working 
classes  are  to  be  removed ;  and  whether 
sufficient  accommodation  has  been  pro- 
vided for  the  persons  so  displaced ;  if  not, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to.  ensure  the 
enforcement  of  the  law. 

Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lanes.,  Blackpool) :  I  am 
afraid  that  my  right  hon.  friend's  ques- 
tion is  hardly  definite  enough  to  enable 
me  to  give  a  precise  reply  ;  but  I  am 
informed  by  the  London  School  Board 
that  in  dealing  with  houses  occupied  by 
the  labouring  classes  they  have  on  all 
occasions  paid  due  regard  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  under  which  they  are  em- 
powered to  purchase  such  houses,  and 
certainly  I  am  not  aware  of  any  contra- 
ventions of  the  law  in  this  respect. 
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Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  Has  the  law  been 
enforced  in  this  particular  district  of 
London  ? 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  If  any  in- 
formation is  forwarded  to  me,  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  communicate  with  the 
authorities. 

UNQUALIFIED  DISPENSERS. 

Major  RASCH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council  whether 
any  provision  has  been  made  by  which 
accidents  resulting  from  mistakes  made 
by  unqualified  dispensers  in  doctors'  sur- 
geries are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Privy  Council ;  and,  if  so,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  report  such  cases,  and  is  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  position  to  state  the  number  of 
such  cases  which  have  occurred  during 
the  past  two  years. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  answer  to  this  is 
in  the  negative.  The  General  Medical 
Council  are  reported  to  have  appointed  a 
committee  to  consider  the  representations 
addressed  to  them  by  the  Privy  Council 
on  the  subject. 

SCHOOL  TEACHERS'  SUPER- 
ANNUATION. 

Mr.  BILL  (Staffs,  Leek) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  as  a  superannuation 
system  has  been  established  for  elemen- 
tary school  teachers,  which  includes  those 
employed  in  reformatory  and  industrial 
schools,  he  will  endeavour  to  procure  tho 
inclusion  in  some  satisfactory  pension 
scheme  of  the  masters  and  matrons  of 
those  institutions. 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  When  the 
Bill  for  establishing  the  superannuation 
system  referred  to  was  under  considera- 
tion I  consulted  the  Treasury  to  see 
whether  it  was  possible  to  include  the 
officers  mentioned,  but  they  did  not  feel 
justified  in  extending  the  State-aided 

rinsion  scheme  beyond  certified  teachers, 
am  afraid  that  I  cannot  see  my  way  to 
reopening  the  question  at  present. 

IRELAND -INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS 
ACT. 

Colonel  M'CALMONT  (Antrim,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
powers  now  conferred  on  school  boards  in 
England  could  be  extended  to  school 
attendance  committees  in  Ireland,  where- 
by, in  eases  where  the  attendance  order 
of  magistrates  is  not  complied  with  and 


it  has  been  shown  that  a  child's  home 
surroundings  are  objectionable,  they 
should  be  empowered  to  bring  such  cases 
before  the  magistrates,  with  the  object  of 
having  them  dealt  with  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Industrial  Schools  Act. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  There  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  the  proposal  to  which  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend's  question  refers. 
Legislation,  however,  would  be  necessary 
to  give  effect  to  it,  and  I  could  not  under- 
take to  deal  with  tho  subject,  at  all 
events  during  the  present  session. 

GLIN  DISTRICT  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why  arrangements 
could  not  be  made  so  as  to  have  the 
tourist  steamer  plying  between  Kilrush 
and  Tarbert  proceed  to  Glin  and  Foynes 
to  meet  the  train  arriving  at  the  latter 
place  from  Limerick  at  noon,  so  as  to 
afford  facilities  for  the  conjoint  unions  to 
send  on  the  children  to  the  Glin  District 
School,  as  also  enabling  the  members  of  the 
board  of  management  to  attend  regularly 
to  the  duties  essential  to  the  proper  work- 
ing of  the  institution. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  contract 
between  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  and  the  Waterford  Steamship 
Company,  as  the  owners  of  the  steamer 
referred  to,  is  limited  to  the  transit 
between  Tarbert  and  Kilrush,  and  it 
would  not  be  competent,  therefore,  for 
the  Board  of  Works  to  require  that  the 
steamer  should  call  at  Glin  as  suggested. 
It  is,  of  course,  open  to  the  authorities 
interested  in  the  school  to  negotiate  for 
this  purpose  with  the  Waterford  Steam- 
ship Company. 

IRISH   NATIONAL  TEACHERS' 
EXAMINATIONS. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
how  many  second  division  of  first  class 
teachers  applied  this  year  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education,  Ireland, 
for  admission  to  attend  the  July  examina- 
tion for  first  of  first ;  and  how  many  of 
these  teachers  are  to  be  admitted; 
whether  this  number,  in  comparison  with 
the  former,  is  proportionately  below  the 
average  for  preceding  years ;  and  if  so, 
can  the  Commissioners  state  why ;  what 
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are  the  conditions  necessary  to  entitle 
candidates  for  admission  to  the  examina- 
tion for  the  first  division  of  first  class ; 
will  he  explain  why  this  class  of  teachers 
have  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  their 
admission  or  non-admission  for  two 
months  longer  this  year  than  heretofore ; 
and  whether,  considering  this  prolonged 
delay,  and  the  hardship  inflicted  on  these 
teachers  thereby,  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
will  advise  the  Commissioners  to  admit 
to  the  examination  all  those  teachers  who 
duly  applied  for  entrance. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  number 
of  applications  referred  to  in  the  first 
paragraph  was  134  ;  permission  to  attend 
the  examination  was  given  in  78  of  these. 
The  proportion  of  admissions  is  higher 
this  year  than  in  previous  years.  Candi- 
dates for  the  first  division  of  first  class 
must  be  already  in  the  seoond  division  of 
that  class,  and  they  may  then  obtain  the 
higher  grade  either  without  examination 
after  giving  seven  consecutive  years  of 
highly  efficient  service  or  by  passing  a 
special  examination  after  three  consecutive 
years  of  such  service.  Candidates  pro- 
ceeding under  the  revised  programme 
have  not  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  their 
admission  longer  this  year  than  usual.  In 
the  case  of  those  taking  advantage  of  the 
recent  concession  to  proceed  for  examina- 
tion under  the  old  programme  this  year, 
notice  was  unavoidably  delayed  pending 
the  receipt  of  Treasury  sanction.  Per- 
mission to  attend  the  examination  is 
always  contingent  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  inspectors  for  efficiency  in  the 
schools,  and  the  Commissioners  cannot 
agree  to  any  departure  from  this  condi- 
tion on  the  present  occasion. 

LAND  VALUATION  AT  SLIGO. 
Mr.  P.  A.  M'HUGH  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Sligo  Corporation  has  asked 
the  Commissioner  of  Valuation  in  Ireland 
for  a  valuation  of  all  the  land  within 
their  borough  bounlary,  as  distinguished 
from  other  rateable  hereditaments,  and 
that  the  Commissioner  has  replied  saying 
he  had  no  power  to  do  what  the  Corpo- 
ration asked  ;  whether  there  is  any  public 
department  in  Ireland  which  can  make 
such  a  valuation  as  is  desired  by  the 
Sligo  Corporation  ;  and  if  so,  how  can  it 
be  put  in  motion  in  the  particular  case 
referred  to j  and  is  he  aware  that  in 
towns  which  were  not  constituted  urban 


districts  under  the  Local  Government  Act 
the  lands  are  separately  valued  so  that 
rates  may  be  levied  on  plots  of  land  even 
when  the  buildings  on  them  are  un- 
occupied. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Sligo 
Corporation  were  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Valuation  that  under  the 
existing  Statutes  a  revaluation  for  rating 
purposes  of  the  land  within  the  borough 
boundary  was  not  feasible  ;  but  the  exist- 
ing valuation  lists,  of  which  they  have  a 
copy,  set  out  separately  the  value  of  the 
land  and  other  rateable  hereditaments. 
The  reply  to  the  second  paragraph  is  in 
the  negative.  As  regards  the  third  para- 
graph, lands  are  separately  valued  in  all 
towns,  whether  urban  districts  or  not. 

THIN  POST-CARDS  FOR  COMMERCIAL 
PURPOSES. 

Sir  REGINALD  HANSON  (London) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master-General, whether  any  decision  has 
yet  been  arrived  at  as  to  the  provision  of 
a  large-sized  thin  inland  post-card  for 
|  commercial  purposes. 

I  The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the    TREASURY    (Mr.  Hanburv, 

i  Preston) :  The  question  is  now  under 
consideration,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
arrange  for  the  provision  of  such  a  post- 
card. 

THE  EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT  POST 
OFFICE  STAFF. 

j  Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 

,  whether  a  reply  can  now  be  given  to  the 
petition  forwarded  to  him  in  August, 
1897,  by  the  staff  of  the  Eastern  Central 
District  Post  Offices  (countermen  and 
telegraphists)  % 

Mr.  HANBURY :  This  memorial  has 
now  been  answered.  Among  other  points 
the  memorialists  asked  for  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  superior  appointments,  and 
the  number  of  overseers  was  increased  on 
the  7th  instant. 

NEWBLISS  POST  OFFICE  MESSENGER. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General,  if 
a  recently  appointed  messenger  to  the 
Newbliss  Post  Office  is  paid  the  salary  of 
3s.  6d.  a  week  ;  and,  what  are  the  duties 
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this  messenger  has  to  perform,  and  upon 
what  test  was  the  salary  of  3s.  6d.  a  week 
based. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  There  is  no 
messenger  employed  at  the  Newbliss  Post 
Office  at  the  salary  named.  The  Sub- 
Postmaster  of  Newbliss  receives  an  allow- 
ance of  3s.  a  week  to  provide  for  the  con- 
veyance of  certain  mail  bags  between  the 
post  office  and  the  railway  station. 
Inquiry  is  being  made  as  to  the  time 
occupied  and  the  adequacy  of  the 
allowance. 

LIMERICK  SORTING  CLERKS. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  a  decision  has  been  arrived  at  by 
the  Department  whereby  two  acting  sort- 
ing clerks  at  Limerick,  with  eight  years' 
useful  service,  have  been  served  with 
notice  of  dismissal  owing  to  their  inability  I 
to  qualify  in  telegraphy  at  a  very  advanced  ; 
age ;  whether  this  is  to  be  understood  as 
the  final  settlement  of  the  case  of  the  j 
officials  concerned ;  and  will  the  Post- 
master-General reconsider  his  decision,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  officials  referred 
to  entered  the  Post  Office  service  under 
the  disamalgamation  scheme  and  were  not 
called  upon  co  learn  telegraphy  until  they 
were  23  years  old,  and  place  those  officers 
with  such  a  lengthened  connection  with 
the  Department  on  the  establishment 
without  the  necessary  telegraphic  qualifi- 
cations. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  acting  sorting 
clerks  referred  to  are  those  who  were 
required,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of 
the  service,  to  qualify  in  telegraphy 
before  being  placed  on  the  establishment ; 
they  were  informed  as  far  back  as  June, 
1897,  that  they  could  not  be  retained  in 
the  service  if  they  failed  to  qualify, 
Although  they  have  since  been  granted 
further  opportunities  to  qualify  they  have 
not  become  efficient  in  telegraphy,  and 
have  been  definitely  informed  that  their 
service  as  acting  sorting  clerks  must  be 
discontinued,  but  they  nave  been  offered 
nominations  as  postmen,  which  they  have, 
however,  declined.    The  eldest  of  these 

Srsons  of  "  very  advanced  age  "  is  25. 
iher  candidates  under  similar  con- 
ditions with  respect  to  age  and  service 
have  been  able  to  obtain  the  necessary 
qualifications,  and  there  would  be  no 
justification    for   appointing   the  two 


i  officers    in    question     without  such 
qualifications.    They  have  been  treated 
!  with  great  consideration,  and  the  case  is 
■  now  finally  settled. 

STATE  AID  FOR  THE  BLIND. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin  (St.  Patrick's) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  meeting 
of  the  blind  reoently  held  in  Dublin; 
and  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
introduce  a  measure  to  provide  State  aid 
for  the  blind  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
similar  to  that  provided  by  Continental 
Governments. 

Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  By  the 
courtesy  of  the  hon.  Member  I  have  seen 
a  report  of  the  recent  meeting  in  Dublin 
of  the  National  League  of  the  Blind.  The 
matter  is  not  one  which  concerns  specially 
my  Department,  and  I  am  afraid  I  can 
j  only  say  that  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
j  is  on  the  part  of  the  Government  any 
intention  to  introduce  a  measure  suoh  as 
i  that  indicated. 

CASTLETOWN   HEREHAVEN  PIER. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Patrick's  Division 
of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Irish  Board  of  Works  have 
taken  any  steps  with  regard  to  the  silting 
up  by  quarry  owners  of  the  pier  at  Castle- 
town Berehaven ;  and  whether  he  can 
state  what  has  been  done  to  preserve  the 
pier  in  a  condition  suitable  for  the  trade 
of  the  district  and  the  shipment  of  fish. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  In  November 
last  the  Board  of  Works  caused  this  pier 
to  be  inspected,  and  directed  the  attention 
of  the  Grand  Jury  to  the  necessity  of 
removing  an  accumulation  of  silt  in  the 
harbour.  The  Grand  Jury  at  the  March 
Assizes  granted  the  sum  of  £100  for  the 
purpose ;  inquiry  will  be  made  whether 
the  work  has  been  carried  out.  Inquiries 
made  at  the  inspection  in  November 
tended  to  show  that  the  silting  did  not 
arise  from  the  action  of  the  quarry 
owners,  as  alleged,  but  from  the  practice 
of  depositing  general  rubbish  along  the 
foreshore,  which  was  calculated  to  increase 
the  rate  at  which  silting  would  naturally 
take  place  at  one  side  of  the  pier.  The 
local  authorities  are,  therefore,  interested 
in  preventing  a  continuance  of  this  prac- 
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tice  so  far  as  possible.  The  duty  of  main- 
taining the  pier  in  a  condition  suitable  for 
its  original  purpose  now  rests  with  the 
County  Council. 

■  THE  VICAR  OF  ST.  MICHAEL'S. 
SOUTHAMPTON. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Rev.  J.  W.  J.  J. 
Danbury,  whom  the  Lord  Chancellor  has 
appointed  to  the  vicarage  of  St.  Michael's, 
Southampton,  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
fraternity of  the  Blessed  Sacrament ;  and 
that  the  wearing  of  sacrificial  vestments 
and  other  illegal  practices  were  notoriously 
in  use  at  the  church  of  which  Mrv  Dan- 
bury  was  the  curate ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  11th  April,  it  is  still  possible  to  re- 
scind this  appointment. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  understand  the  reverend  gentle- 
man to  whom  the  hon.  Member  refers 
belongs  to  no  association  except  the 
English  Church  Temperance  Association. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC— THE 
BLOEMFONTEIN  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  yet  come  to 
any  decision  with  regard  to,  the  new 
situation  which  has  arisen  in  the  Trans- 
vaal owing  to  President  Kruger's  rejec- 
tion of  the  proposals  for  a  settlement  of 
the  franchise  question  suggested  by  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  at  the  Bloemfontein  Con- 
ference. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  no 
statement  to  make  upon  Transvaal  policy 
in  addition  to  that  which  was  made  on 
Friday  last  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when 
it  is  proposed  to  proceed  with  the 
Telegraphs  (Telephonic  Communication, 
&c.)Bill. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  are 
three  or  four  questions  with  regard  to 
public  business  in  connection  with  Bills 
yet  to  come  before  the  House,  but  I  can 
make  no  statement  at  the  present  time 
in  regard  to  these  Bills,  for,  as  the  House 


knows,  the  business  for  the  week  is  fixed. 
To-day  we  take  the  Scotch  Private  Bill 
Procedure  Bill ;  to-morrow  we  shall  take 
the  Third  Readings  of  the  two  Bills  upon 
which  the  Report  stage  is  finished,  the 
London  Government  Bill  and  the  Finance 
Bill ;  Wednesday  is  a  private  members' 
day  ;  on  Thursday  we  propose  to  take 
the  discussion  on  the  Indian  Sugar 
Bounties ;  and  on  Monday  next,  if  the 
Scottish  Private  Bill  Procedure  Bill  is  not 
finished,  we  shall  continue  with  it.  It  is 
also  possible  that  on  Monday  I  mav  have 
to  ask  the  House  to  give  us  further 
facilities  for  Government  business,  and  in 
making  the  request  I  shall  make  such  a 
statement  on  business  as  I  am  able  to  do. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
What  Supply  will  be  taken  on  Friday  J 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Scotch  Esti- 
mates, beginning  with  the  Education 
Vote. 

Mr.  CHANNING:  When  will  [the 
next  stage  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  be 
taken? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  falls 
|  under  the  general  category  of  questions 
'  to  which  I  have  already  referred. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  When 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to 
take  the  Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  stated  last 
week  that  I  understood  it  was  important 
that  the  Bill  should  be  proceeded  with  to- 
day, and  that  it  would,  at  the  cost  of  some 
inconvenience,  have  to  take  precedence ; 
but  further  consultation  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  shown  that  it  can  be  put  off, 
and  I  will  not  make  an  abortive  state- 
ment upon  it  now. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  When  is  it  intended  to  take  the 
Undersized  Fish  Bill  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  may  be 
taken  after  Twolve  o'clock. 


PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  (EXPENSES). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed— 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  pay- 
ment, out  of  moneys  to  l>e  provided  by  Parlin- 
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ment,  of  any  remuneration,  allowances,  and 
expenses  that  may  become  payable  under  any 
Act  of  the  present  sesuion  to  provide  for  im- 
proving and  extending  the  procedure  for 
obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by  way  of 
Provisional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to 
Scotland."— (Sir  William  Walrond.) 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  (Hawick 
Burghs) :  I  beg  to  move  to  omit  the 
word  "  remuneration  "  from  the  Resolu- 
tion. I  am  quite  aware  that  this  is  only 
an  enabling  resolution,  but  I  am  anxious 
at  the  earliest  moment  to  make  it  known 
what  is  the  attitude  I  desire  to  take  upon 
this  Bill.  I  am  not  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  but  my  objection  is 
to  setting  up,  by  means  of  this  measure, 
an  extra-Parliamentary  Commission  of 
salaried  officials.  Without  desiring  to 
prejudge  discussion  of  the  Bill,  I  think  its 
legitimate  purpose  would  be  met  by  con- 
fining the  resolution  to  allowances  and 
expenses. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  '  remuneration.'  "— 
(Mr.  That.  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  word  '  remuneration '  stand  part 
of  the  Resolution." 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  hope  this  will  not 
be  pressed.  This  Resolution  merely 
enables  the  Committee  to  do  certain 
things,  and  even  if  it  is  passed  in  its 
present  form  it  will  leave  the  situation 
precisely  the  same  so  far  as  the  proposals 
of  the  Bill  are  concerned.  When  the  Bill 
is  in  Committee  it  will  be  in  order  for 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  clause  which  provides  for 
the  remuneration  of  certain  of  the  Com- 
missioners. It  would  be  very  inconvenient 
at  this  stage  to  discuss  competing 
schemes. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  In  all  the 
Bills  hitherto  brought  forward  the  pro- 
posal has  been  to  have  a  paid  Commission, 
but  under  this  Bill  the  Commision  will  be  ! 
partly  paid   and    partly    unpaid.     If 1 
Members  of  either  House  sit  on  the  I 
Commission  they  are  not  to  be  paid,  but  I 
all  outsiders  are  to  receive  remuneration. 
I  think  this  is  a  bad  principle;  they 
either  all  ought  to  be  paid,  or  none  should 
receive  payment  for  the  work  done.  In 
the  past  the  Committee  have  done  the 
work  without  payment,  and,  seeing  how 
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satisfactorily  that  principle  has  worked,  I 
protest  against  setting  up  a  paid  Com- 
mission. I  believe,  however,  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  has  on  the  Paper  an 
Amendment  which  meets  us  half  way, 
and  under  the  circumstances  I  think  it 
would  be  better  to  postpone  the  fight 
until  we  come  to  that  Amendment. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Partick) : 
I  understand  that  the  Resolution  provides 
not  only  for  the  remuneration  of  the 
Commissioners,  but  also  for  that  of 
the  clerks  and  other  officials  who  will 
have  to  be  paid  whatever  scheme  may 
eventually  be  adopted  ;  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  Amendment  will  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  I  beg  to  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  it. 

♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.)  : 
As  an  English  Member,  I  wish  to  enter 
an  emphatic  protest  against  the  proposal 
of  this  Bill  to  cheapen  Private  "Bill 
procedure  for  Scotland  by  throwing  part 
of  the  costs  on  the  general  taxpayer. 
Any  scheme  that  may  be  adopted  for  that 
purpose  should  be  applicable  to  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  not  merely 
to  Scotland. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  autho- 
rise the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be 
provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  remunera- 
tion, allowances,  and  expenses  that  may 
become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the 
present  session  to  provide  for  improving 
and  extending  the  procedure  for  obtain- 
ing Parliamentary  powers  by  way  of 
Provisional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to 
Scotland. 

Resolution  to  l>e  reported  To-morrow. 


PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Committee. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar):  I  rise 
to  move  the  Resolution  which  stands  in 
my  name,  i.e. — 

"  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee 
that  they  have  power  to  extend  the  scope  of 
the  Bill  to  include  the  remainder  of  tue 
United  Kingdom." 
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I  wish  to  extend  the  benefits  of  this 
measure  beyond  the  confines  of  Scotland. 
I  desire  that  it  may  apply  to  the 
remainder  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  do 
not  think  that  this  proposal  is  in  any  way 
in  conflict  with  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
for  the  Lord  Advocate  has  told  us  that  it 
can  be  so  extended  without  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  principle  embodied  in  it. 
I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  circumstances 
of  Scotland,  or  in  the  expression  of 
Scottish  opinion,  to  justify  the  limitation 
of  such  a  measure  as  this  to  Scotland 
alone.  The  Bill  confers  no  distinct  en- 
largement of  powers  upon  Scotland,  and 
does  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  the 
existing  procedure  in  regard  to  Provi- 
sional Orders,  but  it  does  propose,  prac- 
tically, to  place  Scotch  Private  Bill 
legislation  in  the  hands  of  people  not  con- 
nected with  Parliament.  I  think  it  is 
exceedingly  unfair  to  lay  upon  Scotland 
and  Scottish  opinion  the  responsibility 
for  this  measure.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  justify  the  application  of  this 
Bill  to  Scotland  alone  by  pointing  out 
that  it  is  only  from  that  country  that  a 
desire  for  it  has  come.  Moreover,  while 
you  are  adding  nothing  to  the  privileges 
of  Scotland,  you  are  directly  taking  away, 
by  this  Bill,  the  power  of  Parliament  over 
legislation  of  this  kind.  You  are  saying 
that  in  future,  instead  of  going  to  Par- 
liament as  hitherto  for  these  powers,  you 
must  in  the  first  instance  go  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland.  You  are  going  to 
give  no  option  whatever  of  making  use 
of  the  new  procedure  or  of  proceeding 
under  the  old  system.  I  do  think  that 
such  option  ought  to  be  reserved  to  the 
promoters  of  Scottish  Private  Bills.  You 
are  making  a  serious  change  in  the  present 
system,  and  there  is  ho  doubt  that  these 
local  inquiries  will  involve  increased  i 
expense.  It  is,  therefore  unfair,  that  the 
whole  responsibility  for  tho  change  should  , 
be  thrown  upon  public  opinion  in  Scot- , 
land.  The  root  of  my  objection  to  the 
Bill  is  its  limitation  to  Scotland.  I  wish  j 
to  rebut  the  claim  which  has  been  put  I 
forward  that  the  expression  of  public 
opinion  in  Scotland  has  been  sufficient  to  j 
justify  the  making  of  this  experiment  in 
that  country  alone.  Of  the  Scottish  local 
authorities,  which  number  from  200  to 
300,  there  are  only  about  50  which  have  j 
expressed  any  opinion  at  all  on  this  j 
measure,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  | 
expression  of  opinion  at  all  justifies  the 
proposal  of  the  Government.    Further,  I 

Captain  Sinclair. 


would  like  to  point  out  that  the  Bill  is 
extremely  vague  upon  the  most  important 
and  crucial  points  of  its  procedure.  For 
instance,  there  is  the  question  of  the 
tribunal. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  Bill  as  it  applies  to  Scotland.  That 
point  does  not  arise  at  present.  The 
question  under  debate  is  whether  the  Bill 
should  be  extended  to  the  rest  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  It  was  not  my 
intention  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  tribunal.  I  only  wanted  to 
remind  the  House  thit  this  very  crucial 

f>int  has  not  been  adequately  dealt  with, 
believe  that  the  Lord  Advocate,  repre- 
senting the  Government,  has  put  down 
an  Amendment  in  regard  to  this. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  I 
must  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  keep  to 
the  Amendment. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  am  extremely 
sorry  if,  through  ignorance  or  ineptitude, 
I  have  transgressed  your  ruling,  Sir ;  I 
only  wished  to  point  out  the  extremely 
vague  character  of  the  measure.  I  would 
ask  hon.  Members  to  notice  that  it  places 
an  increased  burden  on  Scotland,  while  it 
gives  no  adequate  relief  to  this  country. 
It  substitutes  for  the  machinery  which  at 
present  exists  for  dealing  with  Private 
Bill  legislation  a  procedure  which  will  he 
more  costly,  and  which,  at  the  same  time, 
will  afford  very  little  relief  to  this  House, 
to  which,  of  course,  the  Commission  will 
have  to  report  all  business  of  this  kind. 
The  question  is  whether  the  machinery 
you  are  setting  up  by  this  Bill  can  safely 
and  properly  be  extended  to  the  rest  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and,  while  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  see  a  system  of  devo- 
lution carried,  I  doubt  whether  this  is 
machinery  which  can  be  safely  extended. 
The  whole  burden  of  the  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  which  thoroughly  con- 
sidered thissubject  in  1888  was  that  any 
scheme  which  should  be  brought  forward 
dealing  with  Private  Bill  legislation 
should  not  be  a  piecemeal  scheme,  but 
should  be  one  general  and  common  in  iU 
application  to  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  In  that  way  only  can  we  do 
justice  to  the  various  interests  of  the 
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different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  give  this  House  that  relief  which 
should  be  not  the  least  of  the  benefits  of 
any  measure  of  this  kind.  It  is  ridiculous 
to  say  that  in  Scotland  there  is  any  spon- 
taneous demand  for  this  measure/ or  any 
desire  to  have  it  as  distinct  from  any 
other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
have  no- wish,  however,  to  defeat  it.  I 
only  ask  the  House  to  seriously  consider 
that  it  is  proposing  a  great  change,  and  I 
therefore  beg  to  move  the  Instruction 
which  stands  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
that  they  have  power  to  extend  the  scope  of 
the  Bill  to  include  the  remainder  of  the  United 
Kingdom."— (Captain  Sinclair.) 

Mr.    BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.) :  I  desire  to  second  the  Instruction.  I 
do  so,  first,  on  the  ground  that  the  griev- 
ance is  the  same  whether  in  England,  in 
Scotland,  or  in  Ireland.    That  grievance, 
I  take  it,  is  the  expense  of  the  present 
system,  and  it  is  felt  just  as  keenly  by 
municipalities  in  remote  parts  of  England 
and  Ireland  as  it  is  in  Scotland.  The 
absence  of  local  inquiry  is  also  as  strongly 
objected  to,  and  the  demand  for  it  comes 
just  as  strongly  from  Ireland  as  it  does 
from  Scotland.    Therefore,  the  grievance 
is  the  same,  and  the  remedy  is  the  same. 
My  second  point  is  that  the  bulk  of  the  j 
precedents  in  recent  Parliamentary  history  j 
have  been  in  favour  of  general  legislation 
on  these  matters,  and  it  would  not,  there-  j 
fore,  be  wise  to  limit  to  Scotland  alone  a  | 
proposal   which  should    apply  to  the  ■ 
whole    of  the  United  Kingdom.  In 
1883,  and  again  in    1888,  when  this 
question  was   discussed,  it  was  gene- 
rally agreed  that  the  subject  should  be  ] 
treated  as  one  which  concerned  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  is  only  j 
since  then  that  Bills  have  been  introduced  j 
dealing  with  Scotland  alone.   In  1892  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  recognised  the  ; 
fact  that  the  question  was  one  which  | 
affected  Ireland  in  an  equal  degree  ;  and 
we  have  even  had  from  the  Lord  Advocate 
himself,  in  thecourse  of  the  Second  Reading 
Debate  on  this  Bill,  a  virtual  admission  of  j 
the  principle  for  which  I  am  contending, 
as  he  told  us  he  agreed  that  this  was  a 
House  of  Commons  question  rather  than 
a  Scottish  question.     Upon  the  grounds, 
then,  of  the  similarity  of  the  grievance,  and 
that  precedents  hitherto  have  been  in 
the  direction  of  not  legislating  for  Scot- 


land separately,  I  strongly  urge  the 
Government  to  agree  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Bill  to  the  rest  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  If  the  measure  is  a 
bad  one,  it  should  not  apply  to  Scotland 
at  all ;  and  if  it  is  a  good  one,  why  should 
not  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  have  the 
benefit  of  it  1 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  think  that 
both  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who 
moved  the  Instruction  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  seconded  it  will  recognise  that  I 
have  always  been  very  much  in  sympathy 
with  a  great  many  of  the  remarks  which 
they  have  made,  and  I  quite  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  it  will  be  found  that 
the  procedure  initiated  by  this  Bill  will 
have  met  with  so  much  success  in  Scot- 
land as  to  justify  its  adoption  by  the  rest 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  As  I  said  in 
my  speech  on  the  Second  Reading,  we 
have  been  careful  to  so  cast  the  Bill  as  to 
enable  us  afterwards  without  difficulty  to 
adapt  its  procedure  to  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  There  is  a  very  high  authority 
for  the  proposition  that  there  is  a  time 
for  all  things;  but  I  do  not  think  the 
time  has  yet  arrived  for  extending  this 
Bill  as  proposed  by  this  Instruction.  I  do 
not  know  any  course  by  which  the  Bill 
could  be  more  effectively  wrecked  than  by 
the  passing  of  this  Instruction.  The  idea 
of  some  reform  of  Private  Bill  procedure 
has  long  been  in  the  forefront  of  discus- 
sion in  Scotland  ;  it  has  there  occupied  a 
practical  position  which  it  has  not  occu- 
pied in  other  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom. Perhaps  I  should  make  some  little 
exception  on  behalf  of  Wales.  But  this 
I  may  say:  the  mind  of  the  English  people 
is  not  familiarised  with  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Bill,  and  until  that  comes  to 
pass  I  think  hon.  Members  must  be  con- 
tent to  take  what  is  admittedly  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  an  experiment  in  Scotland 
alone.  That  country  is  ready  for  this 
Bill,  and  I  do  not  think  that  that  can  be 
said  of  any  other  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  hope  the  two  hon.  Members, 
after  the  Bill  has  proved  to  be  a  success, 
will  have  the  satisfaction  of  saying  that 
Scotland  has  been  the  pioneer  in  this 
matter. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man thinks  apparently  he  is  paying  a 
compliment  to  Scotland  by  his  action  in 
this  matter,  when  he  declares  that  this  is 
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an  experiment  to  be  tried  in  Scotland  for  1 
the  benefit  of  the  other  portions  of  the  j 
United  Kingdom.  Whether  it  is  called 
doing  things  piece  by  piece  or  is  regarded 
as  the  insertion  of  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge,  at  all  events  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  as  embodied  in  the  Bill  are 
open  to  the  observation  that,  on  a  matter 
which  is  common  to  the  three  kingdoms, 
one  part  has  been  selected  for  the  experi- 
ment, and  for  no  very  obvious  reason. 
The  subject  is  a  very  large  one,  and 
ought  not  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  Bill  ex- 
clusively relating  to  any  particular  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  There  is,  I 
think,  from  that  point  of  view,  some 
force  in  what  my  hon.  friends  have , 
urged.  But,  while  I  have  a  great  deal  of  j 
sympathy  with  what  they  have  said,  1 1 
confess  that  I  do  not  see  that  their  argu- 
ments, after  all,  very  strongly  support 
the  Instruction  which  we  are  discussing. 
The  Motion  before  us  is  to  extend  the 
operation  of  this  Bill  to  the  rest  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  If  my  hon.  friend  had 
made  the  speech  he  has  just  delivered  on 
the  Motion  for  the  Second  Reading,  and  if 
he  had  then  suggested  that  no  Bill  would 
be  satisfactory  which  did  not  apply  to  all 
three  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  I 
could  have  understood  his  position.  But 
he  now  desires  to  extend  the  operation 
of  a  Bill  which  he  does  not  like  to  the  rest 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  although  he 
and  his  colleagues  may  be  quite  justified 
in  pointing  out  the  disadvantages  of  the 
methods  which  the  Government  have 
chosen  to  adopt,  I  hardly  think  that  they 
have  made  out  a  strong  case  for  this 
Motion.  No  doubt  there  has  been  a 
strong  desire  in  Scotland  for  action  in 
this  direction,  but  the  difficulty  has  been 
as  to  the  machinery  to  be  decided  upon. 
There  are  certain  classes  of  people  in 
Scotland  who  have  acclaimed  each  of  the 
successive  Bills  as  almost  the  work  of 
superhuman  wisdom,  and  they  have  loudly 
denounced  all  those  who  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  point  out  the  least  fault.  As 
to  this  particular  Bill,  let  us  hope  that  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  we  may 
improve  it  and  bring  it  into  harmony  with 
our  desires  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  is 
now.  If  we  do  so,  ultimately  we  may 
extend  the  same  system  to  the  rest  of  the 
country.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  it  is 
capable  of  that  extension.  There  is 
another  point,  which  is  that  in  choosing 
Scotland  as  the  field  of  experiment  the 
Government  have  chosen  the  very  quarter 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 


where  there  is  less  of  this  sort  of 
business  than  elsewhere.  The  amount  of 
this  sort  of  legislation  in  Scotland  is 
very  small  as  compared  with  England,  and 
in  that  respect  this  Bill  can  hardly  be  a 
very  conclusive  experiment.  I  notice  that 
in  the  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs,  which 
have  always  been  strong  advocates  of  this 
new  system  of  legislation,  the  best  that 
has  been  said  of  it  is  that  it  would  be  well 
to  take  it  with  its  faults,  that  it  may  be 
amended,  and  that  at  least  we  shall  be 
able  to  see  how  it  will  work  That  is  not 
very  inspiring,  I  should  imagine,  for  the 
supporters  of  the  Bill.  I  can  only  express 
the  hope  that  my  hon.  friend  will  allow 
us  to  get  into  Committee  on  the  Bill  in 
order  that  we  may  make  the  best  measure 
we  possibly  can  of  it. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy) :  I  confess 
I  cannot  understand  why  this  Bill  has 
been  brought  forward  at  all,  and  I  am 
sure  that  if  it  had  been  intended  to  apply 
to  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  it 
would  not  have  had  a  ghost  of  a  chance. 
Still,  I  am  glad  it  has  been  brought  for- 
ward. But  I  am  also  glad  that  it  does 
not  apply  to  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  is 
good,  and  all  Home  Rulers  are  really  in 
favour  of  it,  because  it  embodies  the 
principle  of  decentralisation.  Our  whole 
case  in  Scotland  in  regard  to  such  ques- 
tions as  Local  Veto,  the  land  question,  and 
other  matters  in  which  we  are  interested 
is  that  we  should  be  dealt  with  separately, 
and  therefore  our  position  ought  to  be 
"  a  separate  Bill  for  Scotland."  if  we  can 
make  the  Bill  good  enough  to  be  extended 
to  the  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
that  is  their  business  and  not  ours.  There 
is  good  enough  in  the  Bill  to  induce  us  to 
support  the  Government  at  the  present 
stage,  but  when  we  get  into  Committee 
let  us  all  do  our  best  to  harmonise  the 
Bill  according  to  our  views. 


Mr.  D.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon) : 
As  a  Member  for  a  Welsh  constituency, 
I  must  oppose  this  Instruction.  This 
boon  which  it  is  sought  to  confer  on  the 
other  nationalities  of  the  United  King- 
dom is  a  boon  for  which  they  are  not 
exceedingly  eager,  and  there  has  been  no 
expression  of  opinion  in  favour  of  it 
The  only  argument  in  favour  of  the  In- 
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struction  that  I  have  heard  of  is  that 
the  Bill  is  such  a  very  bad  one  that  Scot- 
land ought  not  to  have  a  monopoly  of 
its  disadvantages,  and  that  the  other 
nationalities  ought  to  take  their  share  of 
the  burden.  I  quite  agree  that  it  is  a 
thoroughly  bad  Bill,  and  it  is  amazing  to 
me  how  any  Scotchmen  can  possibly  sup- 
port it.  That,  however,  is  a  matter  for 
Scotch  Members  themselves,  and  I  would 
not  have  entered  on  the  discussion  had  it 
not  been  for  the  suggestion  that  the  Bill 
should  be  extended  to  Wales.  I  do  not 
want  this  Bill  to  be  extended  to  Wales, 
and  I  am  sure  there  is  not  a  parish 
council  in  the  whole  of  Wales  which 
would  pass  a  resolution  in  support  of  it. 
I  admit  that  there  is  a  very  crying 
grievance.  The  expense  of  Provisional 
Orders  for  water,  gas,  piers,  &c,  amount 
to  several  hundreds  of  pounds.  The 
tariff  is  practically  prohibitive.  But  that 
is  not  peculiarly  a  Scotch  grievance  ;  it  is 
a  grievance  that  we  want  to  redress  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  Something  has 
been  said  by  the  Lord  Advocate  in  regard 
to  the  fact  that  the  principle  is  good,  and 
that  there  was  as  great  a  grievance  in 
Wales  to  which  the  principle  might  at 
some  future  date  be  applied.  There  are 
a  larger  number  of  Private  Bills  and  Pro- 
visional Orders  from  Wales  this  session 
than  from  the  whole  of  Scotland ;  but  I 
do  not  think  there  is  a  single  Welsh 
Member  who  has  suggested  that  this  is 
the  way  to  deal  with  the  grievance.  There 
are  two  alternative  plans  for  dealing  with 
this  question.  The  one  is  to  constitute 
some  sort  of  judicial  tribunal.  Well,  that 
is  a  plan  which  would  commend  it- 
self undoubtedly  to  several  Members  of 
the  House,  and  there  is  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  for  it,  for  many 
of  the  questions  to  be  decided  in  Pro- 
visional Orders  are  purely  judicial.  The 
alternative  plan  is  to  refer  the  matter  to 
a  democratic  tribunal.  But  this  Bill  is 
neither  the  one  thing  nor  the  other ;  it  is 
a  sort  of  mongrel  half-breed  measure. 
For  my  part,  I  cannot  see  how  the  Scotch 
Members  can  bring  themselves  to  support 
the  Bill ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  it  the 
Instruction  is  carried  the  only  result  will 
be  that  every  Welsh  Member  will  devote 
the  whole  of  his  spare  time  to  draw- 
ing up  Amendments  to  the  Bill  in  order 
to  obstruct  its  passing  through  the 
House. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  :— 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  My  object  in  moving  the  omission 
of  the  words  "  public  authority  or,"  in 
line  6  of  page  1,  is  really  to  get  some 
kind  of  definition  of  the  words  "  public 
authority."    I  do  not  know  whether 
"  public  authority  "  has  been  already  de- 
fined ;  but  it  certainly  has  not  been  defined 
in  the  Bill  itself,  and  I  should  be  surprised 
to  find  it  defined  in  the  Interpretation 
Act.    I  would  remind  the  Lord  Advocate 
that  there  is  this  special  reason  for  great 
|  care  being  taken  on  this  point — namely, 
that  by  this  Bill  we  are  going  to  set  up  a 
subordinate  legislative  authority,  whose 
!  decrees  or  orders  are  to  have  the  effect  of 
i  an  Act  of  Parliament,  but  only  if  they 
have  complied  absolutely  with  the  con- 
,  ditions  laid  down  by  the  Bill.   An  order  of 
1  theirs  would  be  in  the  same  position — a 
|  position  that  does  not  apply  to  anything  in 
our  present  system — as  an  Act  passed  by  a 
State  Legislature  stands  to  the  Supreme 
i  Court  of  the  United  States.    It  might 
J  turn  out  after  the  lapse  of  ten  or  a  dozen 
i  years  that  it  was  no  statute  at  all  because 
j  it  did  not  comply  with  the  conditions  of 
I  the  original  Act.     It  might,   in  fact, 

frove    to    be   absolutely    vltra  vires. 
'or   that    reason,  at   this   stage,  we 
i  should  be  particularly   careful  that  we 
j  are    not    laying    down    words  which 
may  upset  what  people  have  been  taught 
,  to  believe  is,  in  effect,  though  not  in 
j  form,  a  statutory  law.    Therefore  I  ask 
I  the  Lord  Advocate  what  it  is  he  holds  is 
I  meant  by  "  public  authority,"  and  whether 
j  there  are  not  other  words  which  would 
more  fully  express  the  meaning.    I  have 
|  been  asked,  for  instance,  if  a  railway 
j  company    is    a    public    authority.  I 
I  do  not  know   whether   it    is  .  meant 
i  to  be  included  in  "  public  authority  or 
I  persons."    "Person"  would  be  included 
under  the  Interpretation  Act,  because 
railway  companies  under  that  Act  are 
incorporations,   and   "person"  includes 
incorporations.     "Person,"  as  I  under- 
stand it,  is  either  natural  or  artificial,  and 
an  artificial  "  person  "  is  an  incorporation. 
But  all  other  groups  of  human  beings 
who  are  not  incorporated  are  simply  col- 
lections   of    individual.     The  words 
"public  authority"  would  appear  to  re 
surplusage,  and  I  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  to  strike  them  out  alto- 
gether.   I  beg  to  move. 
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Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
It  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  that  there 
may  be  unfortunate  entities  who  are 
neither  "  public  authorities  "  under  the  Act 
nor  "persons."  For  instance,  there  are 
Water  Commissioners  and  River  Navi- 
gation authorities.  The  Clyde  Trustees 
is  a  large  case,  but  there  was  also  the 
Board  of  Navigation  of  the  Forth,  and 
after  that  large  body  ceased  to  exist  there 
was  at  Alloa  a  Board  of  Navigation  for  the 
area  between  Stirling  and  Alloa.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  to  me  that  it  is  doubtful 
whether  that  body  is  a  M  public  authority  " 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  1  public 
authority  or.'  "—{Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  words  'public  authority  or' 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr,  A,  G.  MURRAY :  I  was  a  little 
bit  pUzzled  in  reading  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  to  know  whether  it  was 
1'eally  a  drafting  Amendment  or  whether 
he  wanted  to  raise  a  substantial  question 
as  to  whether  the  Bill  should  or  should 
not  apply  to  any  public  authority.  I 
now  find  that  it  is  a  drafting  Amend- 
ment, and  so  viewing  it  I  am  somewhat 
indifferent  on  the  matter.  I  think  the 
word  "person,"  in  the  singular,  would  be 
sufficient,  because,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Interpretation  Act,  either  in  its  natural  ; 
sense  or  as  relating  to  a  body  corporate  [ 
or  incorporate,  it  would  include  every  I 
body.  The  object  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  that  this  Bill  should  apply  to  every 
body  that  has  been  hitherto,  and  is 
at  present,  able  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  leave  to  introduce  a  Private  Bill. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  That 
is  everybody. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :   Yes,  that  is 
everybody.    The  reason  why  the  drafts- 
man put  "  public  authority  or  "  into  the 
Fill  was  that,  as  the  hon.  MemW  is 
aware,  there  has  been  a  familiar  cry 
against  legislation  by  reference  to  other 
Acts  as  to  what  is  intended,  and  the  man 
in  the  street  reading  the  word  "  person  "  i 
might  think  for  a  moment  that  it  did  not  j 
include   "  public  authority."   Therefore  | 
it  was  more  by  way  of  indication  than  1 
definition   that   the  words  "public  au- 1 
thority "  were  included.     The  words,  1 
however,  are  not  really  necessary,  as  the  i 
word  "  person,"  in  the  singular,  would  j 
cover  everything  desired.    On  the  other  i 
hand,  for  the  convenience  of  the  ordinary  j 
individual  the  words  "public  authority 
or  "  would  probably  be  more  intelligible,  i 
and  therefore  the  Bill  has  been  framed  ' 
in  that  way.    If,  however,  there  is  a 
strong   objection   against  them,    I  am 
perfectly  willing  that  the  words  "  public  ! 
authority  or  "  should  go  out. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucester,  Stroud) :  I  i 
doubt  very  much  whether  the  word  j 
"  person  "  includes  a  body  corporate  in  j 
the  sense  of  a  local  authority. 


Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  19th  Sec- 
tion of  the  Interpretation  Act  states  that 
in  every  Act  passed  after  that  Act  ihe 
expression  "  person  "  includes  any  body 
or  person  corporate  or  incorporate ;  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  body  which 
is  not  corporate  or  incorporate. 

Dr.  CLARK:  I  trust  the  hoi. 
Member  for  Dundee  will  not  pi  ess 
this  Amendment,  because  if  it  is  carried 
it  will  prevent  the  discussion  of  ray 
Amendment,  which  is  to  omit  the 
words  "or  persons,"  in  order  to  limit 
the  Bill  to  public  authorities  only.  If 
we  are  to  introduce  a  system  of  this 
kind  tentatively,  I  think  we  ought  to 
begin  with  the  public  authorities. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
hon.  Member  asks  me  not  to  press  my 
Amendment,  in  order  that  he  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  moving  his  Amendment. 
I  will  not  therefore  proceed  with  it 
further. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr.  CRIPPS  :  I  beg  to  move— 

"  After  '  authority '  in  page  1,  line  6,  to  insert 
'  other  than  a  public  authority  seeking 
powers  inconsistent  with,  or  in  addition  to,  the 
general  law.' " 

The  Amendment  is  a  very  important  one, 
and  I  trust  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Lord  Advocate  will 
consider  it.  As  the  Bill  stands,  any 
matter  which  can  now  be  dealt  with  by 
Private  Bill  legislation  comes  under  its 
provisions.  What  I  propose  is  to  prevent 
matters  which  are  inconsistent  with  or  an 
addition  to  thegeneral  law  being  dealt  with. 
It  is  very  important  that  this  House  should 
not  delegate  to  any  subordinate  authority 
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chise  and  sanitary  and  rating  questions  ? 
If  not,  then  of  course  my  Amendment 
ought  to  be  accepted.  Surely  this  House 
ought  to  distinguish  carefully  between 
judicial,  administrative,  and  legV.ative 
questions.  The  proper  duty  of  outside 
tribunals  is  administrative,  and,  although 
certain  judicial  and  legislative  work  may 
incidentally  be  conferred  upon  them, 
they  are  not  proper  bodies  for  purely 
judicial  business,  and  a  great  deal  of 
;  Private  Bill  business  is  judicial.  As  far 
las  legislation  is  concerned,  we  ought  to 
i  keep  that  power  in  our  own  hands  with 
reference  to  what  may  be  extremely  im- 

g>rtant  points  of  principle.    When  this 
ill  was  discussed  on  the  Second  Reading 
there  was  an  opinion  expressed  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  that  the  area  within 
which  we  intended  to  delegate  our  legis- 
lative powers  ought  to  be  most  clearly 
'  defined.    But  there  is  no  definition  in  the 
I  Bill,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the 
1  worst  instances  of  the  House  not  taking 
|  the  care  and  trouble  to  find  out  what  it 
|  intends  to  do,  but  simply  leaving  it  to  the 
Chairmen  or  to  the  outside  tribunals  to 
define  for  themselves  instead  of  taking 
j  the    definition    from    us.     As  to  the 
question   of    devolution    generally,  I 
I  have  always  been  in  favour  of  proper 
■  devolution,    and   I   have   been  misin- 
!  terpreted  more    than   once    when  it 
I  was  said  that  I  was  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sent system  and  opposed  to  any  reform  at 
!  all.    It  is,  however,  to  my  mind,  a  ques- 
tion of  great  importance  whether  this 
House  should  give  up  its  privileges  and 
'  decline  to  carry  out  its  duties.  Many 
j  important  principles  have  been  introduced 
i  in  connection  with  Private  Bill  legislation. 
!  For  the  Amendment  which  I  now  move 
1  I  ask  the  support  of  all  who  think  that 
j  we  ought  to  keep  our  legislative  authority 
!  in  our  own  hands,  or  clearly  define  what 
j  we   intend  to  delegate  to  any  outside 
I  authority. 


whatever  the  power  of  making  any 
alteration  in  the  general  law.  The 
matters  which  it  is  proposed  to  delegate 
include  many  important  topics.  During 
the  recent  discussions  on  the  London 
Government  Bill  very  many  important 
questions  were  raised,  and  there  is  not 
one  of  them  which  could  not  be  dealt 
with  under  this  Bill.  '  For  instance,  the 
criminal  law  might  be  altered  as  regards 
any  municipabty  without'  this  House 
being  able  to  decide  one  way  or  the 
other.  It  is  a  very  important  matter 
that  this  House  should  not  give  up  its 
power  to  legislate  to  any  other  tribunal. 
The  House  has  taken  extra  care  in  this 
direction  in'  connection  with  sanitary 
matters,  and  appointed  the  Police  and 
Sanitary  Committee  to  report  if 
any  provision  were  introduced  into  a 
private  Bill  inconsistent  with  or  extend- 
ing the  existing  law.  Then,  again,  with 
reference  to  franchise,  proposed  altera- 
tions might  be  relegated  under  the 
Bill  to  a  Department — in  this  in- 
stance the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scot- 
land for  the  time  being — and  the  same 
applies  to  difficulties  that  might  arise 
between  public  interests  on  one  side  and 
private  property  on  the  other.  Let  me  go 
further.  Surely  the  Committee  ought 
not  to  pass  this  clause  in  its  present 
indefinite  and  indeterminate  fomi.  Let  us 
ask  ourselves  if  we  intend  to  give  an  out- 
side tribunal  power  to  alter  the  general  law. 
If  we  do  not,  we  ought  to  make  it  clear 
now.  We  ought  to  say  that  it  is  incon- 
sistent with  our  privileges  and  duties  to 
delegate  any  such  power  to  any  such 
tribunal.  What  is  the  character  of  this 
proposed  tribunal  t  Practically,  as  far 
as  this  House  is  concerned,  it  means  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland.  Of 
course,  t  am  aware  that  the  Chairmen  of 
Committees  have  the  power  to  decide 
whether  a  particular  matter  ought  to 
be  reserved,  but  that  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  delegate  those  powers 
to  an  outside  tribunal.  There  are 
various  matters  connected  with  Private 
Bill  legislation  on  which  this  House  has 
more  than  once  expressed  its  difference  of 
opinion  from  that  of  the  Chairmen.  As  this 
Bill  stands  many  questions  arising  on 
unopposed  Bills  might  be  decided  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  and  by  no 
one  else,  and  his  fiat  would  have  the 
power  of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  Are  we 
going  to  allow  the  criminal  law  to  be 
altered  in  that  way,  or  questions  of  fran- 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  after 4  authority,'  to  insert 
the  words,  *  other  than  a  public  authority  seek- 
ing powers  inconsistent  with,  or  in  addition  to, 
the  general  law."— (Mr.  Cripps.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MUKRAY :  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  must  feel  that  I  cannot 
accept  this  Amendment.  The  practical 
reason  against  it  has  been  very  well  put 
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forward  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee. 
If  there  were  cases  where  something  was 
proposed  to  be  done  absolutely  different 
from  the  existing  law,  then  the  Chairman 
would  say  that  they  were  matters  which 
could  not  be  determined  by  the  tribunal, 
and  that  they  should  be  reserved  for  con- 
sideration. But  under  the  hon.  Member's 
proposal,  where  the  whole  thing  had  been 
gone  into  and  passed,  an  action  might  be 
raised  in  a  court  of  law,  and  it  might 
be  contended  that  the  Provisional  Order 
was  not  worth  the  paper  on  which  it 
Was  written,  because  it  ought  not  .  to 
have  gone  before  the  tribunal  at  all. 
That  ia,  I  think,  a  very  practical  objection. 
Wo  are  really  not  touching  the  privileges 
of  Parliament  at  all  in  this  matter.  The 
hon.  Member  will  remember  that  if  a  Bill 
Is  opposed  the  parties  can  come  up  here 
and  have  the  matter  submitted  to  the 
Chairmen  of  Committees  of  the  two 
Houses.  What  is  the  security  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  that  something  totally  incon- 
sistent with  the  general  law  is  not 
introduced  into  a  Private  Bill  1 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  The  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee  was  instituted  for  that  very 
purpose. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  Police 
and  Sanitary  Committee  has  nothing  to 
do  with  opposed  Bills  unless  it  is  dis- 
covered that  they  contain  something 
inconsistent  with  the  existing  law. 
The  Police  and  Sanitary  Committee  has 
no  say  in  the  matter  at  all,  although  if 
they  had  they  would  have  taken  the  same 
view  as  the  Scotch  Office  has  taken.  So 
far  as  this  Bill  is  concerned,  there  is  the 
same  position  upon  the  Report  of  the 
Government  Department  as  there  is  in 
unopposed  Bills.  For  all  practical  pur- 
poses I  do  not  see  any  difference  between 
the  system  to  be  set  up  by  this  measure, 
as  to  unopposed  Bills,  and  the  present 
system.  I  believe  there  is  a  proper  check 
in  this  matter.  I  am  not  in  favour  of  a 
subordinate  tribunal  introducing  any 
matter  inconsistent  with  Parliamentary 
procedure  in  unopposed  measures,  and  I 
think  we  are  safeguarded  against  any  such 
contingency. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.): 
There  is  one  important  safeguard  which 
is  entirely  overlooked.  If  any  unopposed 
Bill  comes  before  this  House,  there  are  the 
Second  and  Third  Reading  stages,  and  I 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray. 


have  known  Bills  to  be  rejected  which 
were  practically  unopposed  because  atten- 
tion has  been  called  by  hon.  Members 
to  some  important  principle  contained  in 
them.  What  would  be  the  effect  of 
this  measure?  The  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land might  pass  a  Provisional  Order 
which  would  have  the  full  effect  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament ;  it  would  never  come 
before  this  House  at  all,  and  there  would 
V>e  no  opportunity  to  call  attention  to  its 
provisions.  You  make  no  provision  what- 
ever as  to  the  Orders  and  central  Instruc- 
tions which  are  to  have  the  effect  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  You  make  no  provision  to 
have  them  laid  upon  the  Table  of  this 
House,  even  after  Twelve  o'clock.  You  give 
all  the  power  to  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  hiui 
passing  Bills  of  the  most  drastic  character. 
That  is  the  difference  between  this  pro- 
cedure and  the  present  system  of  dealing 
with  Private  Bills  which  are  unopposed 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH :  The  formal  objec- 
tion which  the  Lord  Advocate  raises  to 
this  Amendment  is  entirely  without 
grounds.  There  are  many  things  which 
ought  not  to  be  done  at  all  here,  among 
others  the  handing  over  of  the  duty  of 
overlooking  these  measures  to  an  out- 
side authority,  without  having  the  safe- 
guard of  the  general  observation  of  Par- 
liament upon  them.  The  duty  of  the 
Chairmen  of  Committees  and  the  Speakers' 
Counsel  is  to  look  through  each  Bill  and 
see  in  what  points  it  may  alter  the  general 
law,  and  to  bring  such  matters  before  the 
Unopposed  Committee,  who  have  to  say 
whether  that  Bill  shall  come  before  the 
House  or  not.  This  House  is  extremely 
jealous  of  parting  with  these  duties  and 
relegating  these  matters  to  an  outside 
tribunal.  We  have  been  extravagantly 
jealous  of  giving  any  fresh  power,  and  now 
it  appears  to  me  that  we  are  going  to  put 
all  this  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland.  I  think  we  ought  to 
specifically  and  in  terms  reserve  to  our- 
selves the  right  to  overlook  these 
measures. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  I  would  just  like  to 
say  one  or  two  words  in  respect  of  what 
was  said  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  because 
he  appears  to  have  failed  to  appreciate 
my  argument.  There  is  no  question 
but  that  this  House  of  Parliament  does 
exercise  some  power  over  unopposed 
Bills.     It  is  constantly  exercised,  ana 
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what  I  desire  is  that  this  House  should 
keep  that  control,  not  in  isolated  cases, 
but  in  every  case.  If  this  Bill  passes, 
these  matters  will  be  taken  away  from 
the  cognisance  of  the  House  and  put 
under  the  control  of  an  outside  tri- 
bunal, and  the  machinery  will  be 
administered  by  some  outside  court. 
Do  not  let  it  it  be  thought  that  you  can 
give  up  by  degrees  your  legislative  autho- 
rity without  the  power  and  prestige  of 
this  House  suffering;  that  prestige  is 
based  on  our  having  this  authority,  on 
our  keeping  our  privileges,  and  exercising 
the  duties  which  are  entrusted  to  us. 
The  most  important  authority  entrusted 
to  this  House  is  undoubtedly  legislative, 
and  I  suggest  that  the  Lord  Advocate  or 
the  FirstLord  of  the  Treasury  should  see 
that  at  a  future  stage  of  the  Bill  there 
should  be  some  decision  in  order  to  show 
that  we  are  not  parting  with  our  legis- 
lative authority  on  matters  of  general 
law.  I  cannot  help  thinking — though  I 
do  not  wish  to  be  disrespectful  to  the 
Lord  Advocate — that  the  Committee  will 
be  led  unconsciously  astray  if  they  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  passed  in  its  present  form, 
and  give  up  their  legislative  authority 
on  a  most  important  point. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  think  the  argument  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  who  has  just  sat 
down  is  a  very  strong  justification 
for  the  position  which  some  of  us  have 
assumed  with  regard  to  this  matter,  viz., 
that  the  House  of  Commons  must  not 
loosen  its  grip  over  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion, whether  it  be  opposed  or  unopposed. 
It  is  obvious  from  the  conversation 
which  has  passed  that  the  danger  is  of 
substantial  changes  in  legislation  being 
introduced,  perhaps  unwittingly  or  in  an 
underground  manner,  without  the  know- 
ledge or  assent  of  the  House.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  spoke  of  the 
necessity  of  our  doing  something  to  main- 
tain the  prestige  of  Parliament.  I  do  not 
care  so  much  about  the  prestige  of  Parlia- 
ment as  the  actual  efficiency  of  Parlia- 
ment in  doing  the  work  it  is  appointed  to 
perform.  Then,  when  I  come  to  the 
words  of  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Caithness,  I  think 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  force  in  what  I 
understood  the  Lord  Advocate  to  say, 
viz.,  that  if  you  do  insert  these  words  it 
would  give  rise  to  any  amount  of  wrang- 
ling and  litigation  afterwards  on  questions 


as  to  whether  this  power  is  or  is  not  in- 
consistent with,  or  in  addition  to,  the 
general  law.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  almost 
impossible  to  find  any  definite  words  to 
convey  what  we  mean,  because  there  are 
always  loopholes  for  different  views  to  be 
taken  of  what  is  to  be  done.  The  only 
protection  we  can  have  is,  while  maintain- 
ing all  the  other  machinery,  to  reserve  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  peculiarly 
represents  the  general  interests  of  the 
community,  its  legislative  authority  in 
theae  matters. 

♦Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam) :  It  seems  to  me  that  the  object 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  seeks  to 
attain,  would  be  best  attained  at  a  later 
stage  of  the  Bill,  when  we  proceed  to  the 
task  of  defining  what  are  to  1»c  the 
powers  of  the  Chairman  of  both  Houses 
in  respect  of  these  matters.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Lord  Advocate 
certainly  surprised  me — and  I  think  some 
other  Members  of  the  House — when  he 
described  the  present  procedure  as  regards 
Bills  containing  proposals  in  excoss  of  the 
general  law,  because  the  Sessional  Order 
under  which  the  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee  exists  distinctly  says  that 
these  Bills  shall  l>e  committed  to  a  special 
Committee  if  certain  proposals  exist  in 
those  Bills,  and  that  independently  of  the 
existence  or  non-existence  of  opposition. 
We  ought  to  be  very  careful  that  we  do 
nothing  whereby  we  sacrifice  Parlia- 
mentary control. 

Mr.  URE  (Linlithgow) :  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Amendment  is  open  to  three 
objections,  one  of  which,  at  all  events, 
seems  to  be  fatal.  In  the  first  place,  if  it 
is  carried,  then  public  authorities  will  be 
precluded  from  taking  advantage  of  the 
new  procedure  whenever  the  powers  they 
seek  are  said  to  be  in  any  particular  in- 
consistent with  the  general  law.  But 
"  persons  "  would  not  be  so  fettered.  The 
proposed  limitation  would  obviously  not 
apply  to  "persons"  at  all.  As  the 
Amendment  stands  this  would  be  the 
inevitable  result;  and  therefore  I  am 
glad  the  Lord  Advocate  refused  to  give 
effect  to  an  Amendment  which  would  at 
least  be  an  absurdity.  In  the  second 
place,  the  hon.  Member  does  not  say  what 
tribunal  is  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  powers  sought  are  inconsistent  with 
the  general  law.  And  this  would  result, 
possibly,  in  resort  being  made  to  a  court 
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bf  law  to  set  aside  an  order  after  all  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  securing  it  had 
been  incurred.  In  the  third  place,  the  re- 
sult of  accepting  the  Amendment  would 
be  to  shut  out  from  the  new  procedure 
any  Order,  however  important  and  exten- 
sive in  its  operation,  if,  in  the  opinion  of 
some  tribunal  unnamed,  it  proposed,  it 
may  l>e  in  some  small  particular  quite 
subordinate  to  its  main  purpose,  to  inno- 
vate upon  the  established  law.  Obviously, 
therefore,  if  the  Bill  is  to  be  a  really  use- 
ful and  valuable  measure,  the  Amendment 
must  be  rejected. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  N.) :  I  should 
like  to  warn  the  House  against  allowing 
any  Committee  to  pass  a  Bill  without 
reference  to  this  House,  because  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  unless  a  particular 
clause  in  a  Bill  is  opposed  neither  the 
Chairman  of  Committee  nor  the  Members 
take  the  trouble  to  go  into  it  at  all.  As 
I  understand  it,  this  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Scotch  Members,  will  pass  these 
matters— and  very  important  matters, 
too,  to  Scotland — and  there  will  be  no 
opportunity  for  this  House  to  assert  its 
legislative  independence  whatever.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  Lord  Advocate  will 
provide  an  opportunity  for  bringing  any 
Bill,  whatever  it  may  be,  back  to  this 
House  subsequently,  so  that  if  any  alteration 
should  be  required  the  House  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  making  the  necessary 
amendment.  I  think  myself  that  it  is  a 
great  change  in  our  procedure  to  take 
away  the  legislative  power  of  this  House. 
I  admit  that  there  are  many  matters  that 
might  be  satisfactorily  conducted  by  Com- 
mittees, but  at  the  same  time  I  do  not 
like  this  House  to  lose  touch  of  legislation 
altogether  ;  and  if  the  Lord  Advocate  can 
see  his  way  to  put  in  some  Amendment 
that  will  bring  the  Bills  back  to  this 
House,  so  that  the  House  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  amending  them  where 
necessary,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
introduce  such  an  Amendment. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  If  the  Lord  Advocate 
will  give  the  Committee  an  assurance 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  preserve  as  an  ultimate  resource  the 
authority  of  this  House  when  the  general 
law  is  being  altered,  whether  opposed  or 
unopposed,  I  will  at  once  withdraw  the 
Amendment.  If  neither  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate nor  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  give  us  that  assurance,  I  shall  be 

Mr.  Ure. 


bound  to  go  to  a  Division,  because  I  think 
the  principle  involved  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance. 

The  FIRST  LORDof  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.): 
1  hope  my  hon.  friend  will  not  go  to  a 
Division.  I  ngree  that  the  matter  is  one 
of  importance,  but  the  'method  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  very  worst 
way  to  deal  with  it.  Even  those  who 
most  sympathise  with  the  hon.  Member 
|  must  admit  that  he  has  raised  the  quct- 
tion  in  the  wrong  way  and  the  wrong 
place.  The  matter  must  come  up  again 
on  the  second  clause,  and  certainly  the 
Government  will  be  disposed  to  put  in 
words  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that  one 
of  the  things  which  the  Chairmen  will 
have  to  do  will  be  to  see  that  if  any  new 
principle  is  raised  that  principle  is  re- 
ferred to  the  House.  Nobody  is  com- 
mitted, neither  my  learned  friend  nor 
anybody  else,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Amendment,  but  if  the  House  or  the 
Committee  is  eager  to  come  to  a  decision 
that  decision  should  be  upon  the  second 
clause  rather  than  uoon  the  first. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  After  what  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  said,  I  beg 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Dr.  CLARKE :  I  now  move  an  Amend- 
ment to  limit  the  subjects  to  be  handed 
over  to  this  Committee  to  the  class  of 
people  who  desire  to  have  them  so  handed 
over,  so  that  the  Bill  will  not  apply 
to  those  who  are  strongly  opposed  to  it 
According  to  the  last  Return,  from  1887 
to  1897,  297  Bills  came  before  the  House 
from  Scotland,  practically  30  per  year.  Of 
those,  92,  or  about  one-tnird,  were  railway 
Bills,  57  were  from  insurance,  tramway, 
water,  and  various  other  companies, 
Church  funds,  universities,  and  chari- 
ties ;  147  of  the  Bills  came  from 
local  authorities,  and  local  authorities 
have  long  been  anxious  to  have  local 
inquiries.  They  think  local  inquiries 
will  be  less  expensive  than  inquiries  held 
in  Ixmdon.  I,  for  one,  would  be  very 
glad  to  see  this  experiment  again  tried. 
It  was  tried  forty  years  ago,  and  was  a 
failure  ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  unless  you 
modify  your  plans  you  will  try  it  again 
and  have  another  failure,  because  you  will 
have  local  inquiries  and  local  costs,  and 
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then  you  will  have  another  fight  and  more 
costs  here.  Under  these  circumstances, 
why  not  permit  the  people  who  desire 
this  change  to  have  it  1  During  ten  years 
town  councils  and  local  authorities  applied 
for  70  Bills ;  railway,  docks,  and  similar 
companies,  for  20 ;  and  the  confofiriihg 
Provisional  Orders  issued  under  various 
Acts  were  15.  Nearly  all  these  were 
from  local  authorities,  and  if  this  Amend- 
ment were  adopted  you  could  begin  the 
system  by  giving  it  to  the  people  who  are 
very  anxious  to  have  it  and  try  it  ten- 
tatively. Railway  companies  do  not 
desire  it ;  they  think  the  inquiry  here  is 
much  cheaper  and  more  desirable  than 
local  inquiry ;  but  people  complain  that 
town  councillors,  baillies,  and  provosts 
come  up  here  as  deputations  at  large  cost 
when  they  are  not  required.  For  the  last 
20  years  the  agitation  has  been  going  on 
in  Scotland  to  have  local  inquiry  by  local 
authorities  for  their  purposes.  The 
principle  has  been  already  adopted  to  a 
very  large  extent  in  three  or  four  Acts 
which  we  have  passed  in  the  last  ten 
years,  in  which  sheriffs  in  Scotland  have 
been  empowered  to  do  what  previously 
was  done  only  by  this  House.  The  prin- 
ciple of  local  inquiry  is  carried  out  more 
in  Scotland  than  in  England,  and  I  do 
not  at  all  object  to  its  being  carried 
out  as  far  as  possible,  except  that 
you  must  not,  by  giving  these 
powers,  change  the  law,  unless 
with  the  sanction  of  this  House.  When 
you  are  beginning  a  great  change  of  this 
kind,  why  not  do  it  in  conservative 
fashion — bit  by  bit — and  then,  if  it  be 
successful,  and  the  railway  and  other 
companies  discover  that,  after  all,  local  in- 
quiries are  as  efficient  as  and  cheaper  than 
the  present  system,  it  can  be  extended. 
When  you  are  beginning  such  a  system 
of  devolution,  you  ought  to  begin  with 
those  who  ask  it,  and  not  thrust  it 
upon  those  who  are  opposed  to  it.  I  have 
never  read  any  evidence  that  anyone  except 
the  local  authorities  desire  the  change, 
and  if  the  Lord  Advocate  or  the  Govern- 
ment have  such  evidence  I  would  be  very 
glad  to  hear  it.  There  was  no  such 
evidence  brought  before  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in 
1888.  The  Lord  Advocate  has  said  that 
very  often  upstairs  in  our  Committees 
the  local  people  are  wiped  out,  and  are 
not  considered.  That  is  a  reflection  on 
the  Committees  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  House  of  Lords,  and  I  am  not 


at  all  certain  that  your  new  Committees 
will  consider  them  more.  The  way  in 
which  Committees  of  both  Houses  have 
heard,  not  only  witnesses,  lmt  also 
counsel,  has  been  the  wonder  of  all  who 
have  knowledge  of  it.  I  hope  the  Lord 
Advocate  will  accept  this  Amendment, 
and  confine  the  Bill  to  the  class  of  people 
who  are  desirous  of  having  it.  There  is 
a  further  point  to  consider.  The  local 
authorities  ask  for  Orders,  not  for  private 
gain,  but  for  public  purposes ;  while  all 
the  other  people  that  go  for  Orders  do  not 
want  them  for  public  purposes,  but  for 
private  gain.  Speculators  in  Scotland 
ought  not  to  be  placed  in  a  different 
position  from  speculators  in  England, 
Wales,  and  Ireland.  For  public  bodies 
who  come  for  powers  for  public  purposes 
which  all  can  enjoy  we  ought  to  make 
the  procedure  as  easy  and  as  cheap  as 
possible,  but  concessions  ami  privileges 
should  not  be  given  to  monopolists  for 
private  gain.  A  future  Amendment  will 
compel  the  Lord  Advocate  to  have  all 
these  Orders  made  by  him  laid  on  the 
Table,  and  then  we  will  be  able  to  raise 
any  question  upon  Orders  which  for 
any  reason  may  not  be  satisfactory. 
This  Amendment  is  merely  to  limit  the 
Bill  to  the  class  of  people  who  desire  it, 
and  I  beg  to  move  it. 

I 

I     Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out '  or  persons.' ' 
—{Dr.  Clark.) 

\    Question  proposed — 

|  "  That  the  words  '  or  persons '  stand  part  of 
!  the  clause." 

Mr.   A.  G.  MURRAY :    One  great 
object  of  this  Bill,  as  we  very  well  know, 
|  is  to  cheapen  Parliamentary  procedure, 
but  it  is  said  it  will  cheapen  it  for  persons 
who  are  well  able  to  pay.    No  doubt 
i  there  are  persons  who  would  like  to  go  for 
|  a  Private  Bill,  but  are  deterred  by  the 
expense  in  one  year,  and  they  do  not 
i  come  forward  for  several  years  after- 
I  wards.    The  Amendment  would  greatly 
1  limit  the  application   of  the   Bill,  and 
,  although,   no  doubt,  roughly  speaking, 

Sublic  lxxlies  more  than  private  indivi- 
uals  would  take  advantage  of  this  pro- 
cedure, yet  there  is  really  no  reason  for 
leaving  private  individuals  out.  There- 
fore I  think  the  clause  should  stand  as  it 
.  is. 
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Dr.  CLARK  :  I  do  not  know  much 
about  the  financial  portion  of  the  Bill,  but 
I  can  see  nothing  in  the  Resolution  which 
we  have  passed  in  the  Committee  to-day 
which  will  permit  you  to  change  unless 
ridiculous  fees  are  being  charged.  Per- 
haps this  will  come  up  in  another  Amend- 
ment to  make  it  permissive.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  further  debate  the  matter 
then,  so  that  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
to  withdraw  my  Amendment  now. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  There  are  only  two 
points  I  need  mention  in  moving  this 
Amendment,  to  insert  "  other  than  rail- 
way companies."  As  far  as  railway 
companies  are  concerned,  they  desire 
convenience  of  procedure  and  cheapness. 
As  regards  the  Light  Railway  Com- 
missioners, as  far  as  the  schemes  are 
small  ones  there  is  provision  already 
made  for  dealing  with  them. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  1,  line  6,  after  '  persons,'  to  insert 
•other  tiis 


Cripps-) 


Tian     railway     companies.'  "—(Atr. 


Question  proposed — 
"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

MR.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  This  matter 
has  very  often  been  debated  before.  I 
certainly  object  to  deal  with  railway  com- 
panies as  privileged  bodies.    There  are 
plenty  of  representatives  in  this  House 
who  are  fully  aware  of  the  merits  of  rail- 
way companies,  and  I  have  no  doubt  rail- 
way companies  are  quite  certain  of  not 
being  done  any  injustice.    Railway  ques- 
tions are  so  far-reaching  that  I   can ' 
scarcely  conceive  a  railway  Bill  which 
would  not,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Chair- 
man, be  more  appropriate  for  a  Private 
Bill  than  for  this  procedure.    But,  at  the  , 
same  time,  there  might  be  Bills  of  such  a  i 
simple  character  that  no  big  interests  are  j 
involved,  and  such  might  go  forward.  I 
prefer  to  leave  the  Bill  as  it  is,  feeling  | 
quite  certain  that  these  questions  of  rail- 
way policy  would  never  be  sent  down  bv 
these  Committees,  but  would  be  dealt 
with  by  the  House,  as  they  ought  to  be. 


You  have  got  certain  important  conces- 
sions as  regards  the  management  of  the 
'  railway  with  reference  to  signals  and 
other  things,  and  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
.  chase  of  land,  and  I  cannot  conceive  of 
!  any  persons  in  Scotland  who  are  anxious 
|  to  promote  a  local  railway  not  adopting 
I  the  Light  Railways  Act  procedure  in 
order  to  construct  a  local  line.  Whtn 
you  come  to  deal  with  any  railway,  every 
i  other  railway  company  at  once  feels  inte- 
!  rested  in  any  possible  extension,  for  they 
see  in  it  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  for 
increased  competition.  On  these  grounds, 
seeing  that  the  whole  consensus  of  opinion 
is  entirely  against  including  these  railway 
schemes,  and  that  no  good  object  would 
be  served,  I  think  they  should  be  excluded 
from  this  Bill  during  its  experimental 
stage.  If  you  find  afterwards  your  system 
works  well,  arrangements  can  then  be 
made  to  include  these  railway  schemes ; 
but  whilst  things  are  in  this  experimental 
stage,  and  looking  to  the  views  which 
have  been  expressed  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  I  think  we  might  fairly  exclude 
!  them  for  the  present. 

♦Mr.  RENSHAW  (Renfrew,  W.) :  Fol- 
lowing the  remarks  made  by  the  Lord 
Advocate,  it  seems  to  me  that  he  admits 
that  very  few  railway  Bills  will  ever  he 
dealt  with  under  this  Bill  and  by  the  new 
system ;  but  as  the  new  system  will 
apply  to  all  these  Bills  in  their  earlier 
stages,  at  all  events  the  promoters  will 
have  to  go  through  the  conditions  laid 
down  by  this  Bill,  and  they  will  certainly 
be  affected  to  that  extent.  Their  notices 
and  all  matters  of  that  kind  will  he 
affected,  and  it  will  really  make  a  change 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  rail- 
way companies  have  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tions they  wish  to  bring  before  Parliament. 
I  remember  the  evidence  which  you,  Mr. 
Lowther,  and  the  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees in  the  House  of  Lords  gave  in  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Bill  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  1898.  I  do  not  remember  what 
the  precise  number  of  Scotch  Bills  was, 
but  I  think  it  was  something  like  22,  and 
in  all  the  railway  cases  both  Chairmen 
agreed  that  they  would  have  to  be  dealt 
with  by  Parliament  and  not  by  the  Com- 
mission. In  answer  to  a  question  by 
myself,  you,  Mr.  Lowther,  gave  the  follow- 
ing evidence.  Here  is  the  question  and 
answer : — 


Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  case  of  rail-  «  (543  )  j  suppose  you  are  actuated  in  that 
ways  is  provided  for  in  two  different  ways,   decision  to  some  extent  by  the  fact  that  it  is 
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exceedingly  desirable  that  the  railway 
questions  should  be  dealt  with  on  the  same 
Does  all  over  the  United  Kingdom  ?— Yea, 
partly  that,  and  also  because  of  the  magnitude 
of  these  railways.  I  do  not  say  that 
our  decision  would  be  the  same  in  the 
rise  of  a  small  railway  asking  for  power  to 
construct  a  small  piece  of  line ;  but  here  we 
have  the  Caledonian,  the  Glasgow  and  South- 
western, the  Great  North  of  Scotland,  and  the 
North  British,  three  of  whom  run  into  England, 
and  have  stations  in  England,  and  have 
enormous  connections  and  lines  which  are 
worked  by  them,  and  running  powers  over 
oth?r  lines  and  so  forth,  and  therefore  all  sorts 
of  interests  are  or  may  be  affected  in  con- 
nection with  those  Bills,  which  I  thought  could 
be  better  dealt  with  here  than  they  could  l>e  at 
>  local  inquiry." 

The  right,  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bodmin  also  put  the  following  ques- 
tion to  the  Earl  of  Morley,  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  in  the  House  of  Lords — 

"  (1368. )  So  that  the  proposed  system  under 
this  Bill,  you  think,  could  not  be  applied  to 
railways  with  any  security !-  No.  I  would 
almost  suggest  (but  it  is  not  a  suggestion  I 
make  witn  alisolute  confidence)  whether  all 
railways  might  not  l>e  taken  out  of  the  Bill. 
I  "liould  not  have  made  that  suggestion  if  the 
Light  Railways  Act  was  not  in  operation. 
But,  putting  it  only  as  a  suggestion,  would  it 
not  be  sufficient  to  allow  the  smaller  branches 
to  be  dealt  with,  if  the  promoters  like,  under 
the  Light  I  La.il  ways  Act,  and  take  all  the  rail- 
ways out  of  the  Bill  ?  " 

Those  were  the  views  expressed  by  the 
two  Chairmen  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  think,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
simplifying  procedure  and  of  making  it 
easier  for  those  who  are  promoting  Bills 
in  regard  to  railway  matters,  and  who 
have  now  two  courses  open  to  them — 
either  to  come  under  the  Light  Railways  or 
come  directly  to  this  House — I  think  it  is 
desirable  that  these  railways  should  be 
excluded.  I  should  certainly  welcome 
the  exclusion  of  railway  Bills  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  which  we  are  now 
considering,  because  I  do  not  believe  that 
railway  legislation  ought  to  be  dealt  with 
separately,  but  ought  to  be  dealt  with  as 
a  whole  and  not  simply  as  it  affects  the 
various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  conditions  in  regard  to  railway  Bills 
ought  to  be  the  same  for  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,  and  if  a  separate  Commis- 
sion deals  with  questions  with  regard  to 
the  working  of  our  big  railways  in  Scot- 
bind,  I  think  difficulties  might  arise  in 
regard  to  their  operations  with  English 
companies  which  would  be  very  unde- 
sirable, and  would  not  be  in  the  public 
interest. 


Mr.  ROBERT  WALLACE  (Perth) :  I 
wish  to  join  with  other  hon.  Members  in 
supporting  the  system  recommended  by 
the  Government,  and  I  should  regret  ex- 
ceedingly to  see  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
cut  down  in  any  way.  The  first  clause  is 
quite  general,  and  it  deals  with  all  public 
authorities  and  all  kinds  of  subjects.  If 
any  limitation  be  necessary,  let  us  have 
such  limitation  placed  upon  the  second 
clause,  and  leave  the  first  clause  in  its 
present  form,  so  that  either  the  authority 
or  a  private  person  may  apply  for  this 
order.  If  you  wish  to  have  this  qualified 
in  some  way,  you  have  the  opportunity  to 
do  it  upon  the  second  clause,  when  you  set 
out  the  conditions  upon  which  the  Chair- 

'  men  are  to  refuse  to  make  these  Orders. 
Why  are  the  railway  companies  to  be 

1  placed  in  any  exceptional  circumstances 
in  regard  to  other  companies  or  persons  ? 
If  a  railway  company  wish  to  pass  some 
small  measure  and  avoid  the  expense  of 
coming  to  this  House,  why  are  they  not 
to  be  allowed  to  take  advantage  of  a  Bill 
like  this  and  obtain  their  Order  in  that 
way?  I  quite  agree  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  railway  Bills  will  not  come  under 
the  operation  of  this  measure,  because 
they  are  generally  of  such  a  magnitude 
that  they  will  require  to  be  dealt  with  by 
a  Private  Bill,  and  not  by  a  Provisional 
Order ;  but  there  is  a  clause  which  pro- 
tects and  safeguards  the  interests  of  the 
railway  companies,  and  I  see  no  necessity 
in  this  clause  for  cutting  down  its  opera- 
tion, and  I  trust  that  the  Government 
will  stand  by  the  clause  as  it  is. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  In  moving  this  Amend- 
ment my  view  was  that  this  House  ought 
to  keep  its  control  over  these  matters. 
There  are  a  great  many  matters  affecting 
the  public  interest  in  regard  to  railway 
Bills  which  ought  not  to  be  taken  away 
from  the  cognisance  of  this  House.  As 
has  been  pointed  out,  and  as  has  been 
given  in  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
nearly  all  these  railway  Bills  affect 
not  only  Scotland,  but  also  England. 
But,  quite  outside  that,  I  would  not  allow 
any  railway  company  to  take  these  Bills 
without  the  control  of  this  House.  If  you 
once  allow  this  power  to  go  outside  of  this 
House,  we  shall  have  no  effective  control 
as  regards  railway  companies.  What 
has  this  House  done  in  this  respect 
for  the  last  40  or  50  years?  Why, 
it  has  had  a  contest  with  these  rail- 
way companies,  and  the  result  has 
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that  the  House  has  put  into  railway  Bills 
a  large  number  of  provisions  in  the  public 
interest,  and  I  want  to  preserve  that 
power  as  against  the  railway  companies, 
and  I  do  not  want  them  to  have  the 
power  to  go  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
or  anyone  else  and  ask  him  to  give  his 
consent  to  these  schemes.  When  these 
concessions,  which  are  of  great  value,  are 
required  the  companies  ought  to  be  under 
an  obligation  to  come  to  this  House.  Let 
me  deal  with  the  matter  mentioned  by 
the  Lord  Advocate.  He  asks,  "  Why  do 
you  want  this,  because,  under  any  circum- 
stances, these  railway  Bills  will  all  be  sent 
to  this  House  1 "  If  that  is  so,  all  we 
desire  to  do  by  this  proposal  is  to  make 
sure  that  our  wishes  are  carried  out.  I 
believe  a  vast  majority  of  the  Members 
of  this  House  are  of  the  opinion  that  each 
railway  Bill  ought  to  be  Kept  under  our 
control.  We  ought  to  make  that  certain 
by  legislation,  but  if  you  pass  this  Bill  in 
its  present  form  you  have  no  further  con- 
trol. Under  this  Bill  the  Chairmen  or 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  might  pass  all 
these  Bills  without  the  slightest  control 
by  this  House,  and  such  measures  might 
introduce  new  principles  as  regards  the 
rates  to  be  charged  to  any  particular 
trade,  and  this  House  would  have  no 
power  to  deal  with  the  matter  at  all.  If 
the  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  these 
railway  matters  ought  to  come  before  the 
House,  then  the  Amendment  which  I  pro- 
pose ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  think 
the  persons  who  are  brought  here  by  the 
railway  companies  are  those  whom  we 
have  most  of  all  to  consider.  The  rail- 
way companies  are  able  to  bear  the  cost 
of  coming  to  Parliament,  but  the  people 
for  whom  we  desire  to  cheapen  this  proce- 
dure are  those  persons  who  are  compelled 
to  come  to  Parliament  to  protect  their 
own  rights  and  interests  when  they  are 
threatened  by  a  railway  company,  and 
they  are  put  to  great  expense  in  conse- 
quence. As  regards  many  of  the  other 
arguments  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stroud, 
they  apply  equally  to  other  bodies  as  well 
as  to  railway  companies.  It  is  quite  true 
that  we  part  with  some  of  our  control, 
but  the  House  has  affirmed  by  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  that  it  is  agreeable 
to  part  with  that  control.  I  should  say 
that  upon  the  balance  of  the  evidence 
upon  the  whole  matter  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  all  important  railway  Bills  must  be 

Mr.  Cripps. 


sent  here  under  the  second  clause  of 
this  Bill,  and  it  is  also  clear  that  light 
railways  will  be  obtained  from  the  Light 
Railways  Commissioners.  Consequently 
there  remains  only  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  oases,'  such  as  questions  of  small 
extensions  of  a  railway  system,  which,  if 
desirable,  might  be  dealt  with  Under  this 
Bill.  Therefore,  the  balance  of  argument 
appears  to  me  to  be  in  favour  of  the  con- 
tention of  the  Lord  Advocate. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  i  It  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that,  as  regards  large  railway 
Bills,  everyone  knows  perfectly  well  that 
they  must  come  before  this  House.  I 
think  it  is  a  very  unfortunate  thing  that 
the  notices  and  advertisements  provided 
by  the  Standing  Orders  are  no  longer  to 
apply  to  a  single  railway  Bill  in  Scotland, 
no  matter  how  important,  although  that 
Bill  must  in  the  nature  of  things  come 
before  this  House.  Every  Bill,  however 
important,  must  go  through  this  pro- 
cedure and  must  have  its  notices  and 
advertisements,  and  if  you  adopt  the 
Amendment  you  avoid  all  that  complica- 
tion as  to  notices  and  advertisements 
between  the  procedure  under  the  Bill  and 
proceeding  under  the  Standing  Orders  of 
the  House.  You  are  establishing  a  new 
precedent  which  is  simply  to  be  an 
experiment,  but  I  think  that  every  rail- 
way company,  whether  in  Scotland,  Eng- 
land, or  Ireland,  ought  to  be  under  the 
same  law  with  regard  to  notices  and  ad- 
vertisements, and  the  procedure  ought  to 
be  uniform  in  all  cases. 


♦Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs)  : 
Upon  this  subject  I  find  myself  in  agree- 
ment with  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Perth.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  great 
deal  of  fuss  is  being  made  about  a 
comparatively  small  matter.  I  do  not 
deny  that  this  Bill  contains  principles  of 
great  magnitude  ;  but  the  operation  of  the 
measure  will  be  very  limited  indeed.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  there  will  be  probably 
more  than  some  20  Bills  affected  if  this 
measure  be  carried  out  in  its  entirety.  I 
will  state  my  views  upon  this  point  with 
extreme  brevity.  In  my  opinion,  so  long 
as  an  innovation  upon  the  general  law  is 

giarded  against,  I  see  no  reason  why 
ills  of  the  character  objected  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stroud  should  not  be 
referred  to  the  tribunal  which  is  about 
to  be  set  up  by  this  Bill,  always  assuming 
that  that  tribunal  is  composed  of  a  panel 
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which  has  the  confidence  of  this  House. 
That  is  my  opinion,  and  I  hope  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  will  resist  this  Amendment, 
and  any  other  Amendment  of  a  similar 
character  which  proposes  to  cut  down  the 
scope  of  this  Bill.  The  people  of  Scotland 
know  very  well  how  to  manage  their  own 
affairs  ;  and,  if  I  may  say  so  with  respect, 

I  think  they  can  manage  them  better  than 
people  who  are  not  in  sympathy  with 
them,  and  who  have  not  the  same  know- 
ledge of  local  affairs. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Before 
the  House  disposes  of  this  Amendment  I 
should  like  to  say  that  I  think  the 
strongest  argument  is  that  which  was 
mentioned  in  the  concluding  part  of  the 
last  observation  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stroud,  for  I  think  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  force  in  what  he  said.  There  may 
be  such  a  thing  as  an  unopposed  railway 
Bill.  I  will  ask  my  hon.  friends  who  are 
opposing  this  Amendment  whether  they 
think  it  is  desirable  that  an  unopposed 
railway  Bill  should  l>ecome  law  without 
this  House  intervening  in  any  sort  of  way, 
possibly  without  any  inquiry,  and  simply  by 
tFe  consentof  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and 
il  e  Chairmen  of  Committees.  It  may  seem 

I I  at  I  am  speaking  now  rather  selfishly, 
and  in  the  interests  of  an  Amendment  of 
mine  lower  down  on  the  Paper,  but  my 
contention  is  that  unopposed  Bills  ought 
to  be  excluded  from  this  Bill  altogether. 
I  hope  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  will 
insert  some  provision  to  provide  for  what 
I  consider  is  the  strongest  part  of  the 
case  which  he  has  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  We  are  very  desirous 
that  these  tribunals  shall  become  more 
important  and  more  powerful  as  time  goes 
on,  and  while  I  do  not  want  to  shut  the 
door  against  any  railway  company,  I  want 
to  leave  it  open  so  that  when  the  time 
comes  when  this  system  works  well  it  will 
be  possible  to  give  greater  powers.  I  can- 
not understand  why  my  hon.  friend  should 
want  unopposed  Bills  to  come  to  this 
House.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  think 
the  opinion  in  Scotland  is  that  we  want 
as  many  facilities  as  possible  to  get  Bills 
through  without  coming  before  this 
House  ;  and  I  think  this  is  a  sound  demo- 
cratic principle. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH :  There  is  one  thing 
which  detracts  a  great  deal  from  the  im- 


portance of  this  Amendment,  and  it  is 
that  nearly  every  railway  Bill  will  not  go 
through  under  this  procedure,  but  will 
go  to   the  Chairmen   of  Committees, 
and  the  ultimate  control  will  be  reserved 
for  them.    I  agree  that  it  is  not  satis- 
factory to  cut  out  one  particular  class  of 
,  Bills  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
;  Amendment,  and  I  suggest  to  my  hon. 
I  friend  that  the  object  which  he  has  in 
view  on  the  point  he  is  raising  might  be 
I  better  proposed  on  an  Amendment  which 
I  stands  m  my  name,  which  gives  the  pro- 
J  motors  of  all  Bills  the  option  of  coming 
|  before  the  House. 

Mr.  COLVILLE  (Lanark,  N.E.) :  There 
might  be  private  individuals  who  would 
,  certainly  object  to  having  their  cases 
'■  dea'.t  with  in  this  way,  and  I  am 
'  sure  that  this  proposal  would  effect  a  very 
|  drastic  change. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  In  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  cost,  you  do  not  consider  at  all 
!  the  cases  of  poor  persons  who  are  com- 
pelled to  come  to  this  House  to  defend 
!  their  interests,  and  who  are  dragged  here 
j  by  the  action  of  the  railway  companies. 

;  Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
j  I  agree  that  the  grievance  is  not  so  very 
|  great  as  far  as  the  chief  Scottish  railway 

Bills  are  concerned,  for  they  are  nearly 
j  always  opposed  by  one  or  other  of  the 
,  competing  lines.  Therefore  I  do  not 
,  thinlc,  in  this  respect,  there  is  much  of  a 

grievance  to  the  general  public  so  far  as 
|  these  railway  schemes  are  concerned.  I 

cannot,  however,  bring  myself  to  vote  for 
I  words  which  would  absolutely  shut  out  all 
]  railway  Bills  from  the  operation  of  this 
:  measure,  for  there  might  be  some  case 
|  arise  in  which  it  is  conceivable  that  a 

railway  company  would  not  compete  with 
;  or  excite  the  opposition  of  any  of  the 

great  Scottish  railway  companies. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  Having  regard  to  the 
course  of  the  Debate,  I  will  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  do  not  wish  to  propose 
the  Amendment  which  I  have  on  the 
Paper,  but  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  why  it  is  proposed  to  limit  the 
clause  to  the  right  which  we  have  at 
present,  for  there  may  be  future  rights. 
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Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  We  only  deal 
with  the  present  when  we  define  the 
scope  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  It  might  be  held 
that  there  was  a  limited  power  here.  I 
can  conceive  of  certain  things  which  Par- 
liament does  not  deal  with,  and  which  are 
not  dealt  with  by  Private  Bill  legislation 
at  the  present  moment.  I  think  you 
ought  to  make  the  powers  as  wide  and 
comprehensive  as  possible,  and  I  move  to 
leave  out  the  words  "at  present."  I 
would  leave  out  the  words  "  at  present " 
so  as  to  cover  the  future  in  the  event  of 
the  powers  under  the  Bill  being  extended 
by  Parliament. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  '  at 
present.'  "—(Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  words  '  at  present '  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  6.  MURRAY :  It  really  cannot 
make  the  slightest  difference. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH :  The  object  of  my 
Amendment  is  to  make  the  adoption  of 
the  procedure  under  the  Bill  optional.  It 
is  clear  that  there  are  many  cases  in  which 
this  Bill  would  be  a  great  convenience,  but 
there  are  a  great  many  other  cases  in 
which  it  is  confessed,  on  all  hands,  that  it 
will  not  be  suitable  and  that  a  return 
will  have  to  be  made  to  the  present 
procedure.  The  question  is,  how  you  are 
going  to  decide  these  two  classes  of  cases. 
According  to  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  they 
are  to  be  decided  by  the  Chairmen  of 
Committees.  It  seems  to  me  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  at  any  rate,  it  would 
relieve  a  great  deal  of  the  complexity  and 
difficulty  if  you  were  to  leave  the  matter 
optional,  and  allow  those  who  wanted 
to  proceed  by  Private  Bills  to  do  so. 
Last  year  the  strongest  objection  against 
this  proposal  was  that  it  would  de- 
prive the  new  tribunal  of  its  importance 
if  you  took  away  from  it  what  would  pro- 
bably be  the  largest  measures  that  could 
come  before  it.  The  evidence  before  the 
Select  Committee  last  year  went  to  show 
that  under  the  Bill  as  it  stands  at  present 
more  than  a  third  of  the  measures,  com- 
prising all  the  largest,  would  not  go  before 


the  new  tribunal,  but  would  be  brought 
here  under  the  present  course  of  procedure, 
and  that  8  out  of  the  21  Bills  promoted 
last  Session  would  have  been  kept  here. 
Seeing  that  in  most  of  the  cases  the  views 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  would  corre- 
spond with  the  views  of  the  Chairmen  of 
Committees,  that  the  Bill  is  suitable  to  be 
dealt  with  here,  why  not  allow  the  pro- 
moters their  choice  from  the  first,  and  so 
avoid  all  complications,  and  different  sets 
of  notices  and  deposits  ?  Another  objec- 
tion to  making  the  scheme  optional  was  the 
argument  used  by  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Aberdeen,  who  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
small  objector ;  but  we  know,  as  a  fact, 
that  large  railway  schemes,  and  other  big 
improvement  schemes  in  which  the  small 
objector  is  concerned,  would  certainly  be 
brought  here,  and  his  position  would  re- 
main exactly  as  it  is  at  present.  I  think 
it  would  remove  a  great  deal  of  the  diffi- 
culty which  besets  the  Bill  if  we  began,  at 
any  rate,  by  making  it  optional.  More- 
over, we  are  accustomed  to  have 
optional  schemes,  and  you  would 
not  have  the  risk  of  bringing  under 
the  new  tribunal  Bills  that  are  not 
fitted  for  it.  The  Parliamentary  Bills 
Committee  of  the  Glasgow  Corporation 
are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  Bill  should 
not  be  compulsory  in  the  first  instance, 
and  that  it  should  be  in  the  option  of  the 
promoters  to  proceed  by  Private  Bill  pro- 
cedure. Following  the  very  frequent 
course  of  this  House,  we  should  begin  by 
making  the  procedure  optional,  and  then 
after  some  experience  the  question  could 
bo  decided  whether  it  was  wise  to  make 
it  compulsory.  I  therefore  move  that  the 
word  "  may  *  be  substituted  for  "  shall." 

Amendment  proposed — 

j  "  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word 
i  *  shall,'  and  insert  the  word  *  may '  instead 
.  thereof."— {Mr.  Parktr  Smith.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  word  'shall'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  This  matter  was 
discussed  both  last  year  and  the  year 
before,  and  I  do  not  think  my  opinion  of 
it  has  ever  wavered.  The  clause  as  it 
stands  has  been  drawn  entirely  in  tbe 
interest  of  the  small  objector.  We  were 
never  under  the  hallucination  that  there 
would  not  be  many  Bills  reserved  for  con- 
sideration by  Committees  in  this  Housei 
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and  where  the  small  objector  will  be  con- 
stantly brought  up  to  Westminster. 
That  is  a  misfortune  to  the  small 
objector,  which,  however,  is  inevitable. 
It  is  a  principle  of  this  Bill  that  there  are 
certain  subjects  that  ought  to  be  proceeded 
with  not  by  Provisional  Order,  but  by 
Private  Bill  before  this  House ;  but  there 
are  other  subjects  that  can  be  proceeded 
with  by  Provisional  Order,  and  we  would 
be  giving  up  one  of  the  greatest  benefits  of 
oar  measure  if  we  allowed  anyone  who  is 
strong  enough  to  do  it  to  avoid  the  Pro- 
visional Order,  and  to  proceed  by  Private 
Bill 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  have  an  Amendment  to  the 
same  effect  as  that  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Partick,  and  I  shall  support  him  and 
go  to  a  Division  on  the  point.  As  to  the 
small  objector,  the  big  corporation  Bills 
will  never  come  before  this  tribunal  at 
all.  The  Bills  that  will  come  before 
it,  as  was  stated  by  my  hon.  friend,  will 
be  very  few.  Not  more  than  12  measures 
would  have  come  before  the  new  tribunal 
last  year  had  this  Bill  been  law.  I 
imagine  that  probably  that  number  may 
be  increased  if  a  good  tribunal  can  be 
set  up ;  but  the  Bills  to  be  brought  before 
it  will  be  small  Bills.  I  had  a  conversation 
with  the  Chairman  of  the  Light  Railway 
Commission  the  other  day,  and  he  told  me 
that  they  had  got  through  38  inquiries 
in  40  days.  I  myself  should  have  a  very 
strong  objection  to  come  before  a  tri- 
bunal such  as  is  sketched  out  in  the  Bill 
as  it  stands.  It  is  most  important  that 
at  first,  at  any  rate,  the  working  of  this 
Bill  should  be  optional.  During  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  one  of  the 
strongest  representations  which  I  quoted 
in  favour  of  making  the  Bill  optional  was 
that  from  the  Faculty  of  Procurators  in 
Glasgow,  which  is  a  body  not  influenced  by 
Mr.  Vary  Campbell,  and  which  can  take 
an  independent  view  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire):  I 
hope  the  Government  will  not  consent  to 
this  Amendment.  According  to  your 
own  evidence,  Mr.  Lowther,  before  the 
Select  Committee  last  year,  only  60  per 
cent,  of  the  present  Bills  would  come 
under  the  new  procedure  proposed  by  the 
Bill ;  and  if  you  are  going  to  allow  any 
corporation  the  option  of  proceeding  by 
Private  Bill,  of  what  use  will  this  Bill 
be  ?   If  the  Bill  is  to  be  of  any  use  at  all 
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it  is  to  compel  corporations  to  adopt  this 
cheaper  method.  I  hope  the  Lord 
Advocate  will  make  the  tribunal  a  good 
tribunal. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Bridgeton  mis- 
read the  evidence  last  year,  when  he 
said  that  out  of  the  21  Bills  introduced 
only  12,  according  to  his  view,  would  be 
subject  to  the  Provisional  Order  scheme. 
None  of  these  Bills  were  corporation  Bills. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  corporations  have  promoted  a 
number  of  Private  Bills,  but  the  Lord 
Advocate  leaves  out  of  view  that  corpora- 
tions can  proceed  by  Provisional  Order 
under  the  present  system.  What  is  the 
procedure  under  the  present  system  1 
There  is  the  local  inquiry,  which  costs 
practically  nothing,  as  there  are  no  agents. 
Then  the  Department  to  which  the  Bill 
belongs  passes  the  Provisional  Order,  and 
it  comes  on  here,  where  the  Government 
Department  is  at  the  whole  expense  of 
carrying  it  through  the  House.  The 
only  expense  ever  incurred  by  the  local 
authority  is  when  there  is  opposition  at 
the  Committee  stage.  So  completely 
successful  has  been  the  existing  Provi- 
sional Order  system  that  there  has 
hardly  been  the  rejection  of  a  Pro- 
visional Order.  Moreover,  where  they 
have  been  opposed  in  one  House, 
they  have  very  frequently  not  been  op- 
posed in  the  other.  There  could  be 
nothing  simpler  or  cheaper  to  the  local 
authority  than  the  powers  under  the 
present  Provisional  Order  system.  In 
England  local  authorities  resort  almost 
exclusively  to  that  system,  whereas  in 
Scotland  some  have  proceeded  by  Private 
Bill,  when,  according  to  the  evidence  of 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  they  might 
have  proceeded  under  the  present  Pro- 
visional Order  system.  There  is  much 
misconception  among  the  public  in  Scot- 
land about  this  Bill.  They  believe  that 
under  this  Bill  local  authorities  will  be 
able  to  get  legislative  powers  cheaper 
than  under  the  present  system.  The 
fact  is  that  the  process  will  be  much 
dearer.  Under  this  Bill  they  will  have 
to  pay  fees  in  the  local  tribunal,  as  well 
as  the  fees  in  this  House,  and  therefore 
this  Bill,  instead  of  being  an  advantage  to 
corporations,  will  be  a  decided  disadvan- 
tage. There  is  another  important  point 
that  has  to  be  borne  in  mind.  Supposing 
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anyone  comes  to  this  House  with  a  Bill, 
which  is  considered  by  a  Committee  and 
rejected ;  he  can  come  in  a  succeeding 
session  of  Parliament  and  have  the  Bill 
remitted  to  a  new  Committee.  By  a  very 
little  alteration  of  the  Bill  he  may  get  it 
passed,  although  it  had  been  rejected  by 
the  former  Committee.  But  under  the 
procedure  proposed  by  this  Bill  the  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland  has  full  power.  The 

Erinciple  of  the  Provisional  Order  must 
e  approved  of  by  the  Secretary  of  Scot- 
land first  before  he  sends  it  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  his  own  selection.  No  one  would 
have  the  remotest  chance,  therefore,  of 
having  his  Bill  re-considered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  The  Amend- 
ment would  restrict  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  in  a  most  important  particular,  and  I 
hope  the  Lord  Advocate  will  stick  to  the 
Bill  as  it  stands.  The  case  which  I  per- 
sonally want  to  protect  is  where  a  large 
corporation  is  dealing  by  Bill  with  a 
variety  of  interests,  each  of  which  is 
unable  to  defend  itself  before  the  Com- 
mittees of  this  House  or  the  House  of 
Lords.  In  such  a  case,  if  the  subject 
matter  of  the  Bill  is  suitable  for  a  Pro- 
visional Order,  then  the  Provisional  Order 
procedure  ought  surely  to  apply.  That 
would  be  the  more  economical  method. 
A  second  reason  for  the  rejection  of  the 
Amendment  is  that  under  Section' 2  of 
the  Bill  I  find  very  careful  provision  is 
made  for  protecting  the  very  cases  aimed 
at  by  the  Amendment.  I  think  the  value 
of  the  Bill  would  be  diminished  if  we 
were  to  allow  the  option  to  promoters  to 
proceed  by  Private  Bill  in  all  cases,  for  it 
would  put  the  small  objectors  to  great 
disadvantage. 

Mr.  SOUTTAR  (Dumfriesshire) :  I  do 
not  know  whether  hon.  Members  who  stick 
by  the  word  "  shall,"  and  absolutely  refuse 
to  consider  the  word  "  may,"  realise  that 
they  are  depriving  Scotland  of  the  very 
ancient  and  valuable  right  of  petitioning 
Parliament  by  Private  Bills.  It  is  a  right 
which  has  been  enjoyed  for  centuries,  and 
has  been  of  immense  consequence.  As 
we  know,  in  early  times  that  right  was 
used  by  private  individuals  to  oppose 
violence  and  oppression.  It  is  now  used  , 
largely  by  local  authorities  and  com- 
mercial companies.  It  is  a  very  valuable 
and  precious  right,  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  Scotchmen  are  so  willing  to 
throw  it  away.    The  case  is  worse  when 

Mr.  Caldwell. 


'  we  consider  that  this  Bill  applies  to  Scot- 
I  land  only.  If  Welshmen,  Englishmen, 
i  and  Irishmen  were  all  to  be  tarred  with 
the  same  brush,  it  would  not  matter  so 
much.  But  if  the  Bill  passes  and  the  word 
"  shall "  is  adhered  to  and  "  may  "  is  re- 
fused, while  Englishmen,  Welshmen,  and 
Irishmen  retain  their  ancient  privileges  of 
being  able  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  a 
Private  Bill,  Scotchmen  will  be  precluded, 
and  be  forced  to  go  in  humble  fashion  to 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  ask  his 
kind  consent. 

Dr.  FARQUHAESON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  This  Amendment  raises  an 
important  constitutional  principle,  namely, 
the  right  of  public  bodies  or  private 
individuals  to  petition  Parliament.  Under 
this  Bill,  as  it  stands,  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  to  be  the  ultimate  court  of 
appeal.  Hon.  Members  who  are  familiar 
with  the  evidence  given  before  the  Select 
Committee  last  year  must  remember  the 
very  strong  statement  made  by  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  on  this  point,  who 
said : 

"  It  is  an  entirely  new  thing  to  say  to  a  man. 
'  You  shall  not  petition  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.' " 

And  Lord   Morley,  speaking  from  his 
great  experience  as  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees in  the  House  of  Lords,  gave 
|  expression  to  sentiments  equally  strong 
j  and  equally  decided.  It  seems  to  me  that, 
|  if  there  is  really  so  strong  a  desire  for  the 
!  Bill  as  is  said,  the  promoters  need  not  fear 
;  its  optional  character.    I  hope  my  hon. 
I  friend  will  stick  to  his  Amendment,  and 
I  give  us  the  pleasure  of  having  a  Division, 
i  We  must  remember  that  although,  as 
stated  in  the  Debate,  this  may  be  a  very 
small  Bill  looking  at  it  at  first,  it  will 
have  far-reaching  consequences.  Unless 
I  we  take  our  stand  now  on  principles,  we 
|  shall  have  very  little  chance  of  having 
I  them  adopted  by  the  authorities  later  on. 
No  doubt  the  Bill  is  an  experiment,  but 
it  should  be  so  framed  as  to  render  the 
experiment  probably  successful. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  Lord  Advo- 
cate has  defended  the  measure  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  a  tentative  measure.  If 
it  were  so,  then  the  direction  in 
which  the  Amendment  goes  is  to 
make  it  of  a  tentative  character.  I 
object  to  the  constituency  I  represent 
being  made  the  object  of  an  experiment 
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With  reference  to  the  question  of  economy, 
if  the  Bill  acts  in  the  way  that  is  expected 
and  is  the  most  economical  method  of 
procedure,  corporations  desiring  to  ob- 
tain powers  will  proceed  by  it.  But  if  it 
is  admitted  that  the  Bill  is  purely  experi- 
mental, I  think  an  option  should  be  left 
to  the  corporations  of  Scotland.  I  will 
support  the  Amendment,  because  I  do  not 
wish  any  disability  to  be  put  on  Scotland 
which  is  not  also  put  on  England  and 
Ireland. 

Dr.  CLARK :  If  you  pass  the  clause 
n  its  present  form  and  also  Clause  16, 
you  take  away  all  power  to  obtain  Pro- 
visional Orders.  Scotland  occupies  a  very 
different  position  in  connection  with 
Provisional  Orders  from  that  of  England, 
because  it  has  a  right  to  adopt  by  Pro- 
visional Order  quite  a  number  of  things 
which  English  corporations  cannot  adopt 
by  the  same  means,  under  the  Burgh 
Police  Act  and  also  the  Public  Health 
Act  of  1897.  The  Scotch  corporations 
can  acquire  land  by  compulsion,  can 
amalgamate  burghs,  and  reconstruct  their 
corporations  as  far  as  the  number  of 
councillors  and  wards  is  concerned,  all  by 
Provisional  Order.  In  England  those 
things  can  only  be  done  through 
Parliament.  Under  this  clause  and 
Clause  16  you  are  taking  that  power 
away  from  us.  You  are  taking  away 
the  cheap  and  easy  method  conferred 
on  us  by  the  Burgh  Police  Act  and  the 
Public  Health  Act,  and  you  are  giving  us 
a  more  cumbersome  and  costly  method. 
Why  should  we  be  compelled  to  accept 
what  we  do  not  require  ?  I  withdrew  my 
Amendment  some  time  ago  in  order  to 
have  a  Division  on  this  point,  which  will 
show  whether  we  are  going  to  compel 
people  to  give  up  a  cheap  and  easy 
method  for  a  costly  and  cumbersome  one. 

Mr.  ROBERT  WALLACE :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  what  my 
hon.  friend  has  just  said  is  really  so  or 
not.  I  understand  by  Section  16  that 
the  present  powers  are  conserved,  and 
that  the  chief  inquiry  will  still  take  place 
under  the  statute  regulating  Provisional 
Orders.  My  hon.  friend  says  not,  but  I 
read  the  section  entirely  differently. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  hon. 
Member  is  quite  right.  The  powers  as 
to  Provisional  Orders  are  kept  intact,  and 


the  only  question  is  whether  we  should 
substitute  "  may  "  for  "  shall." 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  point  is  that 
if  a  local  authority  wishes  to  proceed  by 
Provisional  Order  it  would  require  to 
have  the  consent  of  the  Government 
Department.  Suppose,  for  instance,  the 
Local  Government  Board  refuses  to  give 
a  Provisional  Order  on  the  terms  desired 
by  a  corporation,  the  corporation  can 
now  come  to  this  House  with  a  Pri- 
vate Bill.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  Scotch 
corporations  that,  if  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  or  any  other  Department, 
refuses  to  give  them  a  Provisional  Order, 
they  can  come  to  Parliament,  but  accord- 
ing to  this  Bill  they  will  not  be  able  to 
come  to  the  House  by  Private  Bill.  They 
must  go  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland,  probably  the  very  man  who  has 
refused  to  give  them  the  Provisional 
Order.  Of  course  if  they  can  convince 
the  Chairmen  of  Committees,  they  might 
get  their  Bill  through  ;  but  supposing  the 
Chairmen  happened  to  belong  to  the  same 
political  party  as  the  Secretary  of  State, 
there  might  be  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  corporations  would  get  fair  play. 
At  present  they  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  getting  the  judgment  of  this  House  by 
a  Private  Bill,  apart  altogether  from  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland,  or  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  either  House.  We  ought  not 
to  close  the  door,  as  this  Bill  does,  to  local 
authorities  coming  direct  to  petition  this 
House. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  think  this  discussion  would  really  lie 
far  more  germane  to  Clause  16.  The 
question  raised  by  this  Bill  and  the 
method  of  treatment  raised  by  the 
Amendment  go  to  the  very  root  of  the 
rights  of  property  in  this  country.  It  is 
a  tremendous  change  in  the  procedure  of 
this  House  in  the  application  of  laws  to 
the  rights  of  property.  It  is  admitted  it 
is  an  experimental  measure,  and  if  that 
be  so  surely  it  ought  to  be  tried  experi- 
mentally. If  it  does  all  that  is  claimed 
for  it,  it  will  not  be  refused  by  anybody, 
but  people  desiring  to  proceed  under  the 
old  method  should  be  allowed  to  do  so. 
It  would  be  very  ill-advised  to  make  it 
compulsory  in  all  cases,  and,  for  my  part, 
I  support  the  Amendment  proposed  by 
my  non.  friend,  and  if  necessary  I  shall 
vote  with  him. 
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Dr.  CLARK :  I  would  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  what  he  means  by  Section  16. 
It  reads  as  follows — 

"  Nothing  contained  in  this  Act  shall  affect 
the  power  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to 
make  Provisional  Orders  under  the  provisions 
of  any  Act  in  force  at  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
or  the  procedure  therein  specified,  save  only 
that  in  the  case  of  Provisional  Orders  which 
at  present  require  confirmation  by  Parliament 
the  provisions  of  Sections  7,  8,  and  9  of  this 
Act  shall,  with  the  necessary  modifications, 


apply  as  if  they  were  .contained  in  any  Act  in 
force  as  aforesaid." 

But  we  can  now  apply  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  under  the  Piers  and 
rlarbours  Act,  the  Electric  Lighting  Act, 
and  other  statutes. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  196 ; 
Noes,  80.    (Division  List  No.  183.) 


Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Asher,  Alexander 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.G  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunkett 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach.RtHn.SirMH  (Bristol) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 
Bond,  Edward 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cecil,  E.  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Colville,  John 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cornwallis.  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Courtney.Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H 
Cron  borne,  Viscount 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Vbcount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Digby,  John  K  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hart  land,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 


AYES. 

Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dunoombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
FelloweB,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  B. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  W  illiam 
Fitzmaurice,  Ix>rd  Edmond 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  John 
Goldsworthy,  Major  General 
(lord on,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 
Goschen,  RtHnG  J  (StGeorge's) 
GoBchen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury  ,Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon- Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.  R.) 
Johnson-Ferguson,  JabezEd  w. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kay-Shuttleworth,  RtHnSirU 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Colonel  Wm. 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  Geo.  Smyth 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Edw.H. 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Lockwood.Lt.  Col.  A.  R. 
Ix>ng,Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (Liverp'l) 
Low  lea.  John 
Loy<l,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macdona,  John  Cu mining 


M'Calmont,Col.J.(Antrim>E.) 
M'Killop,  James 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton) 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingbam 
Milton,  Viscount 
Monk,  Charles  James 
:  Montagu,  Hn.  J.  S.  (Hants) 
!  More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsh.) 
1  Morgan,  Hon.  F.(Monm'tnsb.) 
Morley,RtHonJohn(Montroee 
Morton,  Arthur  H. A.  Deptford 
Murray,  RtHnAGraham(Bme 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdigate,  FrancisAlexander 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Peace,HerbertPike  Darlington 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington.R  (Lanes, Newton 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-  Jones.Lt.  -Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Resell,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ridley.RtHnSirMatthew  W. 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.Chas.Tbonwon 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Herbert,  (Hackney 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Gen.  F.8.(Chelten'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpe,  William.  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Shaw-Stewart,M  H.(  Renfrew) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  W.  (Derbyshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (St'nd) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanley,  H.  M  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.(Ox.  Univ.) 


Tennant,  Harold  John 
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Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
To.ulinson,  Win.  Ed w.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Kobert  (Perth) 
Warde,  Lieut. -Col.  C.E.(  Kent) 
Webster,  R.G.  (St.  Pancras) 


Wei  by,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon. 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Col  »nel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  JosephPowell-(Birm 
Wodehouse,Rt,Hn.E.R(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 


Wyndam,  George 
Wyndam-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  C  o  1 1  in  lander  [  Berks,  E. ) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther 


Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bowles,T-Gibson  (King^sLynn 
Brnnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Barns,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark.Dr.G.B.  (Caithness-sh.) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Davies,M.  Vaughan-(  Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charle 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  SamuelT.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Griffith,  ElhW.  . 


NOES. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 

Healy,  T.  M.  (N. -Louth) 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 

Holden,  Sir  Angus 

Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.R.) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Lambert,  George 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Curab.) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Lloyd-George,  David 

Lotfer,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 

Logan,  John  William 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lyefl,  Sir  Leonard 

Macaleese,  Daniel 

MacNeil,  John  Gordon  Swift 

M'Dermott,  Patrick 

M'Ewan,  William 

M'Ghee,  Richard 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Leod,  John 

Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 

Morris,  Samuel 

Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport.) 

Moss,  Samuel 

Moulton,  John  Fletcher 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 


0'Connor,James(  Wicklow,  W. 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,SirCharlesM.(Durham 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  J.  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Robertson,  Edm.  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on  Tees) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarsh.) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Steail  man,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds  S.) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  H.J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart- 

Tellers  for  the  Noes  — 
Mr.  Parker  Smith  and  Sir 
Charles  Cameron. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  I  beg 
to  move — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out 
from  '  by  '  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  in  order  to 
insert  1  Private  Bill  according  to  the 
existing  practice  of  Parliament,  unless  and 
until  there  is  opposition  to  the  Bill,  in  which 
case  only  the  procedure  established  by  this 
Act  shall  apply.'  " 

The  object  of  this  Amendment  is  to  re- 
strict the  application  of  this  Bill  to  opposed 
business.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  is 
simply  to  substitute  for  the  inquiry 
now  conducted  at  Westminster  a  local 
inquiry  in  the  spot  affected.  That  is  the 
whole  of  the  demand  in  Scotland.  Legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  is  founded  on  the  notion 
that  the  inquiry  at  Westminster  is  by 
comparison  with  the  local  inquiry  dear 
and  dilatory.  Accepting  that  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  all  I  propose  is  that  it 
should  be  limited  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  demanded,  and  that  we  shall 
have  a  local  inquiry  only  in  cases  whore 
there  is  an  inquiry  now.  There  is  no 
inquiry  at  present  where  the  Bill  is  un- 


opposed. Why,  therefore,  should  we  alter 
the  existing  practice  in  a  matter  in  respect 
to  which,  from  beginning  to  end  of  the 
whole  controversy,  there  has  not  been  the 
smallest  atom  of  complaint  t  Has  any- 
body ever  heard  from  any  responsible 
Scotch  authority  any  complaint  whatever 
on  the  ground  of  expense  or  delay  in  con- 
nection with  the  system  adopted  by 
this  House  and  the  other  House 
in  relation  to  Private  Bills  not 
contested  1  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  Bill  has  failed  to  take  account  of 
the  fundamental  difference  between  op- 
posed and  unopposed  business.  It  is 
simply  with  reference  to  opposed  business 
that  there  is  any  complaint  at  all,  and  it 
is  to  opposed  business  that  I  venture  to 
bring  the  Bill  back.  That  is  the  object 
of  the  Amendment  which  I  now  propose. 
There  is  no  need  to  disturb  the  existing 
system  as  regards  unopposed  Bills,  ana 
there  has  never  been  any  demand  for  any 
change  in  it.  I  will  add  another  con- 
sideration. Bills  now  unopposed  in  the 
sense  of  not  l>eing  petitioned  against  by 
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private  parties  may  involve  large  ques- 
tions of  public  interest.  Under  the 
system  now  proposed  they  will  be  with- 
drawn altogether  from  the  cognisance  of 
Parliament.  I  would  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  what  reason  he  can  give  for 
that  proposal.  I  will  mention  one  parti- 
cular case.  Two  or  three  Sessions  ago  an 
unopposed  Bill — a  Cambrian  Kailway 
Bill — came  before  this  House,  and  many 
hon.  Members  must  remember  that  strong 
objection  was  taken  to  it  on  public 
grounds,  the  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen 
leading  the  opposition  to  the  Bill  on  that 
occasion.  What  earthly  reason  can  there 
be  for  taking  away  a  Bill  of  this  sort 
from  the  cognisance  of  the  House  and 
leaving  it  entirely  to  the  two  Chairmen 
of  Committees  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Scotland  1  It  cannot  be  too  often  re- 
peated that  the  demand  in  Scotland  has 
been  that  a  local  inquiry  should  be 
substituted  for  an  Imperial  inquiry. 
I  do  not  think  the  Committee  is 
sufficiently  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  of  the  Private  Bills  coming  before 
Parliament  year  by  year  the  large 
majority  are  unopposed.  In  the  ten 
years  ending  1897  there  were  352  Private 
Bilk  from  Scotland  brought  before 
Parliament.  How  many  of  these  were 
opposed  in  one  House  or  the  other  t 
The  Return  includes  all  cases  where 
petitions  were  presented  against  Bills, 
although  no  opposition  was  offered  after- 
wards, so  that  the  number  of  opposed  Bills 
as  compared  with  unopposed  Bills  is  really 
.too  large.  Of  the  total  number  of  Bills 
introduced  only  168  were  opposed,  and  184 
passed  through  both  Houses  without  any 
opposition  except  such  as  was  offered  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  without  any 
inquiry  in  Committee,  and  without 
expense  or  delay  attributable  to 
inquiry  in  this  House.  Why  is  not  the 
present  Bill  confined  to  the  168  cases  in 
which  there  was  an  inquiry,  leaving  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  free  to  deal  with 
the  considerably  larger  number  of  cases  in 
which  there  was  no  opposition  and  no 
inquiry  1  We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  railway  Bills,  but  I  have  a  Return 
here  which  entirely  confirms  the  general 
conclusion  I  have  drawn  from  the  larger 
Return.  In  1897  the  total  number  of 
Private  Bills  sent  up  from  Scotland  was 
39.  Of  these  17  were  opposed  in  one 
House,  12  in  both  Houses,  and  19  out  of 
the  39  were  unopposed.  Of  these  19 
Bills  no  less  than    ten   were  railway 

Mr  Edmund  Robert  sun. 


Bills.  It  may  be  said  that  if  my  Amend- 
ment is  accepted  the  scope  of  the  Bill 
will  be  limited.  That  is  true,  but  it  is  no 
answer  to  my  proposal.  By  this  Amend- 
ment you  leave  untouched  the  present 
j  procedure  regarding  unopposed  Bills.  It 
!  would  involve,  no  doubt,  a  change  in  the 
structure  of  the  Bill.  We  shall  proceed 
as  we  proceed  now  up  to  the  stage  when 
opposition  is  offered,  and  then,  and  only 
then,  should  we  begin  by  substituting  a 
local  inquiry  for  the  existing  inquiry, 
j  What  I  propose  is  absolutely  consistent 
with  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  Nay  more, 
it  carries  out  the  principle  of  the  Bill 
better.  It  absolutely  meets  every  demand 
made  in  Scotland  for  a  change  in  the 
Private  Bill  system,  and  I  venture  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
and  to  ask  the  support  of  hon.  Members 
from  Scotland  for  it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  11,  to  leave  out  from  the  wonl 
'by,'  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  and  add  the 
words  '  Private  Bill,  according  to  the  existing 
:  practice  of  Parliament,  unless  and  until  there 
1  is  opposition  to  the  Bill,  in  which  case  only  tbe 
;  procedure  established  by  this  Act  shall  apply' 
instead  thereof."— (Mr.  Edmund  Robertson.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  he  omitted  to  the 
words  'a  Provisional,  in  line  12,  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  There  is  one 
assertion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  at  which 
I  must  say  I  was  rather  surprised.  He 
said  he  had  never  heard  any  complaints 
about  the  expense  of  unopposed  Bills. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  said 
I  never  heard  any  complaints  of  the 
system  except  as  regards  opposed  Bilk 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  A  great  many 
of  us  have  heard  complaints  both  long 
and  loud  as  to  the  cost  of  unopposed  Bilk 
No  doubt  fees  form  a  great  part  of  that 
expense,  but  they  are  not  the  whole  of  it. 
A  firm  of  Parliamentary  Solicitors  has 
to   be  employed,  in   addition  to  the 
local  solicitors,  which  means,  of  course, 
two  separate  sets  of  solicitors ;  and  I  am 
!  sure  my  memory  is  not  deceiving  me 
'  when  I  say  that  one  hon.  Gentleman  after 
,  another,  on  the  Second  Reading,  referred 
j  to  the  enormous  expense  of  unopposed 
:  Bills.    The  point  of  there  being  objection 
:  to  the  present  system  as  entailing  un- 
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necessary  expense  and  labour  has,  I  think, 
bulked  very  largely  in  public  opinion  in 
Scotland.  I  submit  it  would  really  very 
much  truncate  this  measure  of  reform  if 
I  were  to  accept  this  Amendment.  It 
would,  of  course,  have  a  far-reaching  effect 
on  the  other  provisions  of  the  Bill,  because 
it  would  turn  the  general  theory  of  the 
Bill  upside  down.  I  cannot  accept  the 
Amendment,  because  if  I  did  I  would  be 
really  taking  away  from  the  people  of 
Scotland  half  the  benefit  which  they  ex- 
pect to  get  from  this  Bill,  and  I  shall  be 
surprised  if  that  view  is  not  supported  by 
hon.  Members. 

Mr.  THORBURN  (Peebles  and  Sel- 
kirk) :  I  think  the  cost  of  unopposed  Bills 
is  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  crying 
evils  complained  of  by  the  people  of  Scot- 
land. Solicitors  have  first  of  all  to  l>e 
employed  in  Scotland,  and  then  another 
set  has  to  bo  employed  in  London,  and 
the  entire  expense  constitutes  an  evil 
which  we  should  endeavour  to  cure. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  The  prolwbility  is  that 
if  this  clause  is  retained  in  the  Bill  the 
cost  of  unopposed  Bills  will  be  greater. 
Glasgow  and  Aberdeen,  and  other  parts 
of  Scotland,  will  be  exactly  in  the  same 
position  as  they  are  now.  They  will 
have  to  employ  a  firm  of  solicitors  in 
Edinburgh,  who  would  charge  more  than 
Messrs.  Beveridge  or  a  few  other  firms  in 
London.  I  happen  to  have  had  a  great  deal 
of  litigation  in  Edinburgh  and  London, 
and  I  found  that  in  London  the  costs 
were  less  than  in  Edinburgh.  Under  the 
new  system  you  will  not  want  a  London 
Parliamentary  agent,  but  you  will  want 
an  Edinburgh  one,  and  general  experi- 
ence has  shown  that  the  latter  will  want 
as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the  former. 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  Amendment 
should  not  be  accepted.  Instead  of 
getting  what  we  asked  for,  we  are  getting 
a  most  revolutionary  system  which  the 
Lord  Advocate  is  endeavouring  to  carry 
through  without  any  Amendment. 

Sir  MARK  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  The  hon.  Member  who  moved  the 
Amendment  appears  to  be  under  a  mis- 
conception with  regard  to  the  expense  in- 
curred on  unopposed  Private  Bills.  My 
experience  is  exactly  the  reverse  of  his. 
A  few  years  ago  it  waH  my  fortune  to 
promote  a  Bill  which  was  unopposed  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  yet  it  cost  some- 


|  thing  like  £1,400  to  get  it  through  this 
I  House.    That  is  a  preposterous  expense 
I  Under  the  new  system  it  will  be  necessary 
j  no  doubt,  to  employ  an  Edinburgh  agent ; 
i  but  what  is  that  compared  with  the  fees 
'  of  this  House  ?    The  Private  Bill  to  which 
|  I  have  referred  had,  owing  to  several  dis- 
asters, to  l>e  withdrawn,  and  it  cost  £400 
to  do  it.    That  is  a  very  good  illustration 
of  the  cost  of  unopposed  Private  Bills.  The 
sole  object  and  aim  of  this  Bill  is  to  avoid 
expense.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
j  the  Amendment  is  utterly  mistaken,  and 
!  I  hope  the  Government  will  not  give  way 
I  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  I  myself  am  inclined 
to  sympathise  more  with  the  Government 
than  with  my  hon.  friends.    They  com- 

Eire  the  cost  l>ctween  Edinburgh  and 
ondon,  and  it  has  l)cen  said  the  cost  is 
more  in  Edinburgh,  but  they  should  give 
some  consideration  to  the  fact  that  the 
money  is  spent  in  the  country.  I  support, 
the  Government  because  when  we  have 
considered  Scotch  Private  Bill  legislation 
we  have  invariably  attached  importance  to- 
the  question  of  unopposed  Bills,  and  we 
have  shown  that  under  the  present  system 
the  cost  is  immense  and  ought  to  Ihj  radi- 
cally dealt  with.  We  are  setting  up  new 
machinery,  and  I  look  to  the  arena  l>eing 
widened,  because  I  think  we'  may  be  able 
to  deal  with  other  matters.  Certainly  on 
the  present  occasion  we  ought  to  include 
unopposed  as  well  as  opposed  Bills. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  May  I 
be  allowed  to  make  clear  what  I  have 
said  with  reference  to  the  cost  of  un- 
opposed Bills.    I  never  said  there  were 
no  complaints  regarding  the  system.  We 
all  know  there  are.    I  have  figures  with 
reference  to  the  cost  of  Bills  promoted  in 
1897.    One  unopposed  Bill  cost  in  fees 
alone  £237,  and  does  anybody  suppose 
that  Scotland  does  not  object  to  such  an 
|  enormous  expenditure  1  What  I  said  was 
j  that  the  great  demand  on  which  this  Bill 
|  was  founded  was  the  expense  of  the  West- 
1  minster  inquiry.     I  see  nothing  in  the 
Bill  which  will  alter  the  state  of  things 
!  as  regards  the  expenditure  on  fees.  The 
I  Lord  Advocate  has  not  shown  us  in  what 
I  way  any  reduction  will  follow  in  that 
!  respect.     Will   he  tell  us  where  the 
I  preliminary  proceeding  is  to  take  place  1 
j  I  see  no  reference  to  that  in  the  Bill. 
Then,  again,  the  two  Chairmen  have  to 
|  take  most  important  action,  and  I  do  not 
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suppose  wo  can  avoid  employing  a  London 
agent  as  well  as  an  Edinburgh  agent. 

1)k.  CLARK :  Let  me  bring  two 
specific  instances  before  the  Committee. 
Three  or  four  years,  ago  there  was  a 
question  of  the  union  of  two  parishes  in 
Edinburgh,  and  the  local  inquiry  cost 
£3,500.  Another  question  in  which 
the  Edinburgh  Corporation  was  concerned 
was  determined  by  arbitration,  and  the 
costs  of  the  Corporation  in  that  matter 
were  £5,000.  Those  two  cases  support 
what  I  have  previously  stated,  that  an 
inquiry  in  Edinburgh  is  more  expensive 
than  an  inquiry  in  London. 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  It  may  be  quite 
right  to  say  that  the  new  procedure  will 
be  cheaper  than  the  old,  but  we  have  no 
facts  or  figures  laid  before  us  as  to  how 
that  will  be.    It  is  perfectly  true  that  in 


exceptional  cases  the  cost  of  unopposed 
Bills  is  very  considerable,  but  the  fees  of 
this  House  form  the  greater  portion  of 
the  expense,  and  the  point  which  seems 
to  me  to  be  before  the  Committee  is, 
having  regard  to  the  question  of  fees, 
whether  it  is  wise  or  not  to  remove 
unopposed  Bills  from  the  control  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  :  I  think  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  very  considerable  importance  if 
we  had  the  rules  of  procedure  to  be  pre- 
scribed under  this  Bill  before  we  reach 
the  Report  stage.  Of  course,  the  Com- 
mittee stage  wifi  show  the  form  which  the 
Bill  itself  will  take. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  146 ; 
Noes,  56.    (Division  List  No.  184.) 


Allhusen,  Augustus  Hy.  Eden 
•Archdale  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ash.nead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfour,  lit. Hon. G.W.( Leeds) 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst,Hon.AUenBenjainin 
Beach.Rt.  Hn.  SirM.  H. (Bristol 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Bin ndell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.Hon.  St.  John 
Rullard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J  Austen(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.A.E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Col  lings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston.  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
<  Van  borne,  Viscount 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cunton,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,SirHoratioD(Chatham 
Denny,  Colonel 


AYES. 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke.Rt.Hn.Sir  William  Hart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  RalphDouglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ail  way  Ed  ward 
Ferguson, RC.  Munro  (Leith) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorat,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 
Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(StGeo.'8) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
H amil ton, Rt.Hn. Lord  George 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnson,  William  (Belfast) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir.  J.  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  George  Smyth 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence, SirE  Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Long,  Rt  Hon.  W.  Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macdona,  John  Cummlng 


M'Arthnr,  Charles  (Liv'rpool) 
M'Calruont.Col.  J.  ( An'  rim,E ) 
M'Killop,  James 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mild  may.  Francis  Bingham 
Milton,  Viscount 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  R  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Mouin'thsh.) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill.  Hon.  Robert  Torrero 
Pea*;,  Herbt.Pike(  Darlington 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  R.  (LancsNewton) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Shary 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt  W. 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  fledley 
>  Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
!  Tennant,  Harold  John 
gtzedbyTjOOgle 


957        Prints  Legislation      {12  Juke  1899}     Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill.  958 

Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvffl,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Younger,CommanderiBerksE. 


Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Toiiilinson.Wm.  Kdw. Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Vicount 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 


Ward©,  Lieut-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  »'owell-(Birm 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 


Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Barns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron ,  Si  r  Char  1  es  ( G  lasgow ) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark.Dr.G.  B.(Caithnes-sh.) 
Collery,  Bernard 
Colville,  John 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cumin,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan.  P.  C. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  SamuelT. (Glamorgan) 
Farquhareon,  Dr.  Robert 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Gladstone,  Rt.Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH :  The  Amendment 
which  I  have  to  submit  regards  the  title 
of  the  Order,  the  Bill  calls  the  Order  a 
"  Provisional  "  Order.  I  do  not  think 
u  Provisional  Order  "  would  be  quite  the 
name  for  Orders  issued  by  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland.  I  submit  that  "  an  Order  " 
would  be  a  far  better  title  than  "  Pro- 
visional Order." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words 
•  a  Provisional '  and  insert  *  an.'  " — (Mr.  J.  P. 
Smith.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  *  a  Provisional '  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  I  think  it  is  un- 
fortunate that  we  should  have  the  words 
"Provisional  Order"  introduced  in  this 
Bill.  A  Provisional  Order,  as  it  is  under- 
stood in  this  House,  is  always  confirmed 
by  a  Confirmation  Bill,  and  I  therefore 
think  it  would  be  better  if  we  could 
invent  some  other  name  in  the  present 
case,  and  thus  save  conflict  with  what  are 
at  present  understood  as  Provisional 
Orders. 

Mr.  Au  G.  MURRAY  was  understood 
to  say  that  he  thought  the  use  of  the 
word  "  Provisional "  in  -the  present  case 
desirable. 


NOES. 

Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hayne.Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Searle- 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Hemphill,  Rt-Hon.  Charles  H. 
Hormman,  Frederic  John 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHnSirU 
Lambert,  George 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Minch,  Matthew 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morley,Rt.Hon.  J.  (Montrose) 
Morris,  Samuel 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 


Oldroyd,  Mark 
Richardson,  J. (Durham,  S.  E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eition) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Do  rial  (Westmeath) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  J.  ( Durham,  Mid.) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Captain  Sinclair  and  Mr. 
Billson. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DALZIEL :  I  desire  to  move  an 
Amendment,  which  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  able  to  accept,  namely — 

"  In  page  1,  line  21,  to  insert  after  the  word 
1  advertisement ' '  in  at  least  two  newspapers 
circulating  in  the  locality  interested.' " 

As  the  Bill  stands  it  would  be  within  the 
provision  of  the  Act  for  the  local  authority 
or  any  promoter  to  simply  print  a  Bill 
and  stick  it  on  a  hoarding.  Now,  Sir,  the 
custom  has  been  with  regard  to  Private 
Bills,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  law  at  the 
present  time,  that  you  should  publish 
them  in  one  of  the  local  papers  circulating 
in  the  locality.  I  therefore  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  21,  after  the  word  'adver- 
tisement, to  insert  words  'in  at  least  two 
newspapers  circulating  in  the  locality  in- 
terested.'"—(J/r.  Dalziel.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  I  cannot 
accept  the  Amendment.  We  do  not  de- 
sire to  put  into  the  Act  a  matter  which  is 
purely  one  for  the  regulations.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  regulations  will  be  such  as 
to  preclude  such  modes  of  advertisement 
as  the  hon.  Member  has  referred  to,  but  I 
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think  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  make  this 
one  matter  of  advertisement  a  subject  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  DALZIEL:  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  practically  admits 
the  point,  and  contemplates  the  intro- 
duction of  regulations  to  provide  for  the 
insertion  of  advertisements  as  I  propose. 
That  being  so,  I  will  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out 
'  prescribed,'  and  insert  4  required  l>y  Stand- 
ing Orders.'  "—(Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  word  '  prescribed '  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  said  he  did  not 
think  any  mischief  could  arise  from  the 
adoption  of  the  wording  of  the  Bill  as  it 
stood. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  :  One  of  the  matters 
complained  of  very  much  by  the  smaller 
corporations  in  rogard  to  smaller  Bills  is 
the  very  great  complexity  of  these 
notices,  and  it  is  one  of  the  things  which 
very  much  needs  simplification.  I  would 
suggest  that  a  much  more  effective  way 
of  meeting  the  difficulty  than  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Amcndmont  would  be  to 
give  promoters  the  option  of  either  going 
through  a  Provisional  Order  with  a  much 
more  simple  set  of  notices  and  advertise- 
ments for  things  that  pass  under  this 
Act,  or  of  having  the  more  elaborate  set 
of  notices  and  advertisements  which  are  a 
necessary  condition  in  the  case  of  a  Bill 
before  the  House  of  Commons.  I  would 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he  would 
not  favourably  consider  an  Amendment 
giving  an  alternative. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  It  is  obvious  that 
you  could  hardly  have  these  notices  made 
available  for  the  Private  Bills  of  a  large 
railway  company  unless  practically  they 
were  the  notices  prescril>ed  by  the  Stand- 
ing Order.  You  cannot  make  the  pro- 
posed procedure  do  for  Bills  which  are 
eventually  to  come  to  this  House  as 
Private  Bills.  Such  a  proposal  would 
show  absolute  ignorance  as  to  the  pro- 
cedure to  be  adopted.  The  procedure, 
notices,  and  advertisements  must  l>e  such 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray. 


as  would  be  required  for  the  Acts  of  a 
railway  company.  Therefore  you  are 
going  to  make  all  the  small  undertakings 
practically  undergo  the  same  serving 
of  notices  and  advertisements  as  to  occu- 
piers and  owners  as  in  the  case  of  the 
larger  undertakings.  I  do  not  see  where 
the  saving  can  come  in. 

MR.  THOMAS  SHAW  :  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Advocate  to 
the  effect  of  the  statement  he  has  made, 
which  practically  comes  to  this,  that  the 
preliminary  advertisements  should  be 
equivalent  in  all  respects  to  the  procedure 
presented  by  Standing  Orders  in  regard 
to  Private  Bills. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  The  hon. 
Member  has  misunderstood  my  observa- 
tion. The  notice  I  was  speaking  of  is 
limited  to  certain  land  proposed  to  be 
taken  in  the  clause. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  May  I  point 
out  that  in  Section  2,  line  23,  when  to 
proceed  by  Provisional  Order  is  declared 
to  l>e  impossible  or  inexpedient,  then 
it  is  declared  that  the  proposed  Provisional 
Order  should  be  subject  to  the  Standing 
Orders  as  regards  Private  Bills.  I  suggest 
that  "  subject  to  the  Standing  Orders  " 
should  go  out,  and  that  it  should  be 
subject  to  such  further  advertisements 
as  shall  in  the  circumstances  be  considered 
necessary.  I  am  entirely  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  most  inexpedient  in  a 
Provisional  Order  of  a  comparatively 
trivial  character  to  have  it  encumbered 
with  the  very  heavy  expense  of  newspaper 
advertisements  and  so  on,  simply  because 
subsequently  there  might  be  a  transmu- 
tation of  the  Order  into  a  Private  Bill. 
The  important  thing  is  to  have  the  pro- 
cedure cheap  and  prompt  to  begin  with. 
We  may  then  prescribe  that  if  that  event 
takes  place  such  further  advertisements 
as  are  necessary  may  be  issued. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  I  agree  very  much 
with  what  my  hon.  friend  has  said,  but, 
of  course,  I  dealt  with  the  Amendment 
actually  before  me.  I  shall  certainly  note 
the  observations  which  have  been  made. 
There  are  two  suggestions — one  contained 
in  the  Amendment  on  the  Paper,  and  the 
other  which  has  been  made  by  my  hon. 
friend.  I  would  not  like  either  of  them 
in  the  Bill,  because  "  under  the  Standing 
Orders  "  does  not  necessarily  mean  under 
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the  present  Standing  Orders ;  it  means 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  those  Standing  Orders  may 
be  amended.  It  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
if  this  Bill  passes  two  things  may  happen 
—not  only  that  we  shall  nave  to  make 
General  Orders  under  this  Bill  for  this 
private  legislation  procedure,  but  also  to 
a  certain  extent  the  Standing  Orders  of 
this  House  will  have  to  be  amended  to 
meet  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  case, 
because  it  will  be  something  they  have 
not  had  to  deal  with  before — viz.,  matters 
beginning  under  this  procedure,  and  after- 
wards going  on  as  Private  Bills.  Matters 
of  great  detail  are  not  really  appropriate 
for  discussion  in  a  deliberative  body  such 
as  we  are,  and  it  would  be  very  inappro- 
priate to  put  such  points  in  the  Bill,  but 
they  will  necessarily  have  to  be  consi- 
dered. The  present  Amendment,  how- 
ever, would  not  mend  matters  at  all,  but 
rather  make  them  worse.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  am  certainly  prepared  to  give  an 
undertaking  to  very  carefully  consider  the 
suggestions  which  have  been  made. 


Dr.  CLARK:  I  think,  in  addition  to 
the  General  Orders  which  will  be  issued 
under  Clause  15,  we  should  have  before 
us  the  modification  of  the  present  Stand- 
ing Orders,  so  that  we  should  be  able  to 
discuss  the  procedure  next  year  when  the 
Bill  comes  into  operation.  What  we 
ought  to  do  now  is  to  determine  upon  one 
form  or  the  other,  either  as  s  hall  be 
prescribed  under  the  Standing  Orders,  or 
to  adopt  the  optional  form  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Partick,  and  give  the  suitors 
themselves  the  choice  of  beginning  either 
under  the  cheaper  form  or  under  the  old 
form.  If  it  is  a  Bill  which,  either  on 
account  of  its  magnitude  or  otherwise, 
will  probably  come  before  the  House,  why 
should  they  not  take  the  old  form  ?  It  is 
certainly  expensive  and  cumbersome,  but 
if  they  so  choose  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  not  permit  them.  The  best  thing 
for  the  Lord  Advocate  to  do  would  be  to 
adopt  the  form  suggested  by  my  hon. 
friend,  and  then  on  the  Report  stage,  or 
even  later,  he  might  be  able  to  bring 
forward  some  other  method.  Nolxxly 
knows  yet  what  kind  of  Orders  will  be 
drawn  up  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
under  Section  15  of  the  Bill,  and  it  would 
be  better  that  the  petitioners  should  have 
the  choice  as  to  which  procedure  they 
will  start  under. 


|     Mr.  CALDWELL:  As  to  the  rules 
which  are  to  be  laid  before  the  Houses  of 
;  Parliament,  we  know  perfectly  well  that 
.  that  means  nothing.    We  will  have  no 
i  power  whatever  in  regard  to  those  rules. 
They  will  be  brought  on  en  bloc  after  Twelve 
|  o'clock  at  night ;  there  will  be  no  oppor- 
tunity of  going  into  detail,  and  therefore 
this  is  the  only  point  at  which  we  can 
have  any  control  over  the  procedure. 
The  Lord  Advocate  has  pointed  out  very 
clearly  that  there  will  have  to  be  amend- 
I  ments  of  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House  to  meet  the  altered  circumstances, 
!  and  supposing    my  Amendment  were 
|  carried,  we  could  just  prescribe  that  the 
j  procedure,  the  notices,  and  advertisements, 
should  be  as  required  by  the  Standing 
Orders,  instead  of  having  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  proceeding  to  make  Orders 
under  this  BUI.    The  thing  will  be  then 
prescribed  by  the  Standing  Orders  of  this 
House.    It  is  very  important  that  this 
House  should  retain   power  over  the 
Standing  Orders  relating  to  what  may 
come  to  be  Bills  promoted  through  this 
House.    All  matters  as  regards  the  pre- 
liminary procedure   of  Bills  obviously 
must  come,  and  ought  to  come,  and  ought 
never  to  go  anywhere  else  than  through 
this  House.    Why  should  we  allow  any 
outside  authority  whatever  to  determine 
the  notices   and  advertisements  to  be 
served  upon  owners  and  occupiers,  which 
this  House  requires  should  be  done  in  the 
case  of  every  private  Bill  that  comes 
before  the  House  ?    If  you  are  going  to 
make  any  modification,  make  a  modifi- 
cation in  accordance  with  the  Standing 
Orders.    It  is  quite  competent  under 
the  Standing  Orders  to  prescribe  that 
certain  notices  shall  be  required  in  the 
case  of  all  Bills  that  are  ordered  to  come 
into  this  House  as  Private  Bills,  but  let 
it  be  this  House  which  prescribes  the 
Standing  Orders.     If  the  hon.  Member 
for  Partick  will  press  his  Amendment  to 
a  Division  I  am  willing  to  accept  it,  as  the 
i  principle  is  the  same ;  but  if  not,  I  will 
|  go  to  a  Division  on  mine. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  :  I  am  very  much 
!  obliged  to  the  Lord  Advocate  for  his 
j  promise  to  consider  these  matters,  but  I 
i  think  we  ought  to  ask  him  to  put  it  more 
,  formally.  This  matter  of  notices  is  so 
j  important  to  those  concerned  in  bringing 
!  forward  Bills,  that  I  think  we  are  entitled 
1  to  ask  for  some  definite  decision.  If  the 
;  Lord  Advocate  does  not  wish  to  decide  at 
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once,  perhaps  at  the  Report  stage  he  will 
be  able  to  give  some  decision.  I  think 
that  would  be  sufficient,  but  certainly 
those  who  are  bringing  in  Bills  ought  not 
to  be  hampered  by  a  double  set  of  adver- 
tisements and  regulations.  I  submit  that 
the  suggestion  I  nave  made  is  the  simplest 
manner  of  doing  the  thing.  It  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  the  preliminaries 
enforced  under  this  Bill  will  be  more 
onerous  than  the  House  of  Commons 
imposes  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  my 
hon.  friend,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  tie  my 
hands  at  the  present  moment.  I  am  not 
at  all  desirous  of  making  the  regu- 
lations, but  I  think  the  alternative  of 
the  hon.  Member  will  find  a  proper 
place  in  the  rules  and  regulations.  If 
the  hon.  Member  is  satisfied  with  that, 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  give  him  an 
undertaking  that  we  will  consider  by  the 
Report  stage  whether  we  cannot  at  once 
make  up  our  minds  upon  the  matter  and 
accept  it. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie) :  It  appears  to  me  that  we  are 
now  debating  an  attempt  to  simplify  this 
procedure,  the  success  of  which,  as  has 
been  confessed  in  the  Committee,  largely 
depends  upon  details  and  not  so  mucn 
upon  the  general  principle.  If  that  be  so, 
however  much  confidence  I  may  have  in 
the  Scotch  Office,  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to 
hand  over  to  it  the  power  which  is  here 
proposed.  The  rules  will  be  brought  up 
after  Twelve  o'clock,  and  necessarily  will 
be  subject  to  but  the  mostcursory  examina- 
tion. If  we  are  to  understand  from  the 
Lord  Advocate  that  these  rules  are  to 
come  up  for  discussion  on  Report,  that  will 
be  more  satisfactory.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  essential  in  considering  these 
matters  that  they  should  be  simple  and 
easily  understood,  even  by  those  who  are 
not  lawyers. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  do  not  quite 
understand  what  my  hon.  friend  means. 
I  have  already  said  that  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  consider  by  the  Report  stage 
the  Amendment  which  the  hon.  Memberfor 
Partick  has  suggested.  As  to  the  remarks 
about  lawyers  and  the  Scotch  Office, 
neither  of  the  two  Chairmen  of  Committees 
as  far  as  I  know  is  a  lawyer,  nor  is  the 


Secretary  for  Scotland  a  lawyer,  so  where 
the  lawyers  come  in  I  absolutely  fail 
to  see. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  The  hon.  Memlwr  is 
confusing  two  things  —  the  general 
regulations  and  the  Standing  Orders.  At 
present  it  is  determined  by  Standing  Order, 
and  always  should  be  determined  by 
Standing  Order,  what  should  be  announced 
by  public  advertisement.  The  notices 
served  upon  owners,  lessees,  and  occu- 
piers are  now  determined  by  the  Standing 
Order,  and  why  should  not  that  continue  1 
Lastly,  there  is  the  question  of  deposit. 
Why  should  it  change  1  There  is  no  need 
to  change  it ;  it  should  lie  as  prescribed  by 
Standing  Orders.  The  only  point  is  that 
these  regulations  which  are  to  be  made 
under  Section  15  will  practically  be  made 
by  the  Scotch  Office.  We  know  that  the 
Chairmen  have  other  duties  to  attend  to ; 
they  will  be  called  in  now  and  again,  and 
the  thing  will  be  put,  cut  and  dried,  before 
them.  But  the  whole  work  will  be  done 
in  the  Scotch  Office — probably  they  will 
call  in  the  Lord  Advocate.  All  that  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lanark 
is  contending  for  is  that  the  conditions  as 
to  the  important  matters  of  advertising 
and  the  serving  of  notices  upon  the  people 
affected,  and  as  to  deposits,  shall  be 
determined  by  Standing  Order  and  not  by 
anything  that  can  be  varied  now  and 
again  as  by  regulation.  These  are 
matters  for  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House,  and  have  been  for  centuries.  The 
proposal  in  this  clause  is  to  take  away  from 
Parliament  the  right  of  discussing  these 
alterations,  because  if  you  modify  the 
Standing  Orders  they  have  to  come  before 
us,  but  it  you  have  the  two  Chairmen  and 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  amending  the 
Standing  Orders  in  the  form  of  regula- 
tions we  will  not  be  able  to  discuss  or 
amend  their  proposals,  because  they  will 
come  up  after  Twelve  o'clock,  and  whatever 
Government  is  in  power  they  will  keep 
sufficient  Members  here  to  carry  them 
through.  I  think  my  hon.  friend  is 
perfectly  right  in  his  Amendment. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  We  are  not  speak- 
ing of  the  procedure  prescribed  by  the 
General  Orders.  The  point  we  are  refer- 
ring to  is  that,  in  the  event  of  the  Chair- 
men deciding  that  a  proposal  should 
proceed  by  Private  Bill  instead  of  under 
the  procedure  here  proposed,  the  notices 
and  advertisements  shall  be  available  as 
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notices  under  the  Private  Bill  procedure  the  disposal  of  an  outside  authority  so  far) 
of  this  House.    We  decline  to  allow  any  as  this  House  is  concerned, 
outside  authority  to  interfere  and  deter- 
mine what  the  notices,  advertisements  and  Question  put. 
deposits  shall  be,  in  regard  to  what  has  to 

proceed  through  this  House  as  a  Private  _    ^              ,.  .,  ,  , 

Bill.   We  must  have  those  points  deter-  The  Committee  divided  :    Ayes,  130  ; 

mined  by  Standing  Order,  and  not  left  at  Noes,  55.    (Division  List  No.  185.) 
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Provand.Andrew  Dryburgh 
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Caldwell  and  Mr.  Colville. 


Dr.  CLARK :  My  object  in  moving  to 
leave  out  Clause  1  has  reference  not  only 
to  the  character  of  the  clause,  but  also 
because  I  have  put  down  a  new  clause, 
which  I  will  move  when  it  is  reached, 
and  which  will  carry  out  all  the  objects 
the  Government  state  they  desire,  and  all 
the  objects  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
had  in  view  when  they  asked  for  the 
introduction  of  legislation  of  this  kind. 
Under  the  new  clause  I  propose  that 
"where  under  the  present  practice  any 
opposed  Private  Bill  is  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee in  either  House  of  Parliament, 
every  such  Bill  shall,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  be  referred  to  the 
Commissioners  appointed  under  this  Act." 
The  first  sub-section  is  practically  similar 
to  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dundee,  that  where  there  is 
no  opposition,  or  if  the  opposition  has 
been  withdrawn,  the  Bill  shall  be  dealt 
with  as  an  unopposed  Bill,  according  to 
the  present  practice.  Then  the  next  sub- 
section provides  that  the  Report  by  the 
Commissioners  shall  be  laid  before  either 
House  of  Parliament  in  which  the  Bill 
originated,  and  the  procedure  in  the 
remaining  stages  shall  follow  the  present 
practice.  Under  this  plan  there  would 
]>e  local  inquiries  by  Commissioners,  and 
their  Report  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
Committee  stage  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. I  cannot  agree  to  Clause  1  as  it 
stands  at  present,  because  it  introduces  a 
number  of  novelties  which  have  never 
l>een  asked  for,  and  which  are  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  Parliament. 


Amendment  proposed — 


"  In  page  1,  to  leave  out  Clause  1."- 
[Dr.  Clark.) 


Question  proposed — 

"  That  Clause  1,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  BUI." 


♦Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  have 
heard  the  explanation  of  the  Lord  Advocate 
with  reference  to  this  clause  and  Clause 
16,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  make 
head  or  tail  of  it  Under  this  clause  a 
man  wishing  to  get  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Board  of  Trade — say  for  electric 
lighting — must  present  a  petition  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  He  is  forbidden 
to  do  anything  else.  Therefore  he  cannot 
apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and,  although 
by  the  subsequent  clause  all  the  powers 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  are  safeguarded, 
the  right  of  initiating  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  applicant  is  by  this  clause 
taken  away. 


Mr.  SOUTTAR:  I  have  pleasure  in 
supporting  my  hon.  friend  in  his  Amend- 
ment. As  the  clause  stands  it  is  most  injur- 
ious. It  deprives  Scotchmen  of  their  ancient 
right  to  petition  Parliament  for  a  Private 
Bill,  and  that  is  a  very  great  deprivation 
indeed.  In  the  second  place,  it  deprives 
Scotch  Members  of  their  right  to  legislate 
in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  their  own 
country.  It  is  true  that  Committees  on 
Scotch  Bills  are  not  composed  exclusively 
of  Scotch  Members,  but  we  have  always  the 
right  to  call  the  action  of  these  Committees 
in  question,  and  that  right  will  be  lost 
For  my  part,  I  fail  to  see,  if  the  Bill 
becomes  law,  of  what  use  it  would  be  for 
Scotch  Members  to  come  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  will  not  be  because  of 
Public  Bills,  because  these  are  few  and  far 
between.  It  is  true  that  it  is  proposed 
that  the  panel  should  include  two  Members 
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of  Parliament,  and  some  of  my  friends 
seem  to  think  that  that  is  going 
to  balance  the  evil  effect  of  this  clause. 
But  I  do  not  think  the  inclusion  of  two 
.Members  in  the  panel  will  in  any  sense 
take  the  place  of  Scotch  supervision  of 
Scotch  Private  Bill  legislation.  I  think 
the  clause,  by  putting  the  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  really 
introduces  Castle  government  into  Scot- 
land, and  I  cannot  understand  why  my 
hon.  friends,  whom  I  generally  esteem,  can 
so  readily  accept  such  a  provision.  We 
have  been  for  a  long  time  opposed  to 
Castle  government  in  Ireland,  and  why 
should  we  approve  of  its  introduction 
into  Scotland  ?  My  hon.  and  right  hon. 
friends  think,  perhaps,  that  at  a  later  stage 
they  will  be  able  to  so  improve  the  Bill 
as  to  make  it  palatable ;  but  the  Bill  as  it 
stands  is  a  bad  Bill,  and  I  support  with 
all  my  heart  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Caithness. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  This  is  a  Bill  that 
starts  upon  the  principle  of  Home  Rule. 
It  is  the  first  decisive  attempt  of  the 
Government  to  devolve  legislative  powers 
on  a  body  outside  Parliament  altogether. 
In  so  far  as  the  Bill  proceeds  upon 
national  lines,  in  so  far  as  it  separates 
Scotch  business  from  Imperial  business, 
and  proceeds  on  the  footing  that  Scotch 
business  ought  to  be  done  in  Scotland,  in 
so  far  as  it  gives  legislative  power  to  a 
body  in  Scotland  whose  measures  will 
have  the  effect  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
without  coming  to  this  House,  I  do  not 
see  how  any  Home  Ruler  could  desire  a 
more  extensive  programme  than  that. 
This  clause  acknowledges  that  purely 
Scotch  business  should  not  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Imperial  Parliament.  It  is  tnie  that 
the  business  is  confined  to  Private  Bill  legis- 
lation, but  I  would  remind  hon.  Members 
that  Private  Bill  legislation  is  co-extensive 
with  Public  Bill  legislation.  There  was,  for 
instance,  the  Glasgow  Police  Act,  which 
modified  in  essential  cases  the  general 
criminal  law  of  Scotland  so  far  as  it  ap- 
plied to  Glasgow.  Then  there  are 
questions  of  taxation,  and  we  might,  if  we 
had  a  Scotch  Secretary  of  our  own  way 
of  thinking,  get  the  taxation  of  land 
values  passed  in  Private  Bill  legislation. 
Practically,  there  is  nothing  wo  can  get 
under  the  general  public  law  which  we 
cannot  get  under  this  Bill.  It  is  very 
hard  on  us  therefore  to  ask  us  to  refuse 
a  Home  Rule  measure  of  this  kind,  and 


the  lever  which  the  Bill  will  give  us. 
There  are  certain  details  of  the  Bill  to 
which,  of  course,  we  object,  but  the  Bill  as 
a  whole  will  give  us  a  splendid  lever.  I 
rememl>er,  at  the  time  when  the  Govern- 
ment introduced  differential  death  duties 
on  estates  above  £10,000,  which  were  to 
pay  1  per  cent,  extra,  it  was  said  they  were 
introducing  the  principle  of  graduation, 
which  another  Government  would  extend. 
The  result  was,  that  another  Government 
did  extend  the  principle  of  graduation. 
Again,  when  free  education  was  intro- 
duced into  Scotland,  it  was  opposed  on 
the  ground  that  if  it  was  introduced  into 
Scotland  it  would  be  extended  into 
England ;  and  it  was  so  extended  to 
England.  Depend  upon  it,  every 
principle  which  we  can  get  insinuated  into 
a  Bill  for  Scotland  will  t>e  made  a  lever 
for  extending  it  not  only  in  Scotland,  but 
in  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
But  the  Bill  has  been  brought  forward 
under  false'  pretences,  so  far  as  the  local 
authorities  are  concerned,  for  its  supporters 
insist  that  it  will  save  expense  to  local 
authorities  in  promoting  Private  Bills. 
Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  case. 
The  procedure  will  be  much  more  expen- 
sive than  under  the  present  Provisional 
Order  procedure.  If  you  eliminate  from 
this  Bill  the  local  authorities  who  ought 
to  proceed  under  the  present  Provisional 
Order  system,  and  if  you  also  eliminate 
the  case  of  railways  in  Scotland,  you  will 
have  hardly  anything  left  at  all— three  or 
four  Bills  of  a  general  character,  or  the 
Bills  of  some  private  individuals  who 
want  to  get  certain  monopolies.  But  if  they 
want  monopolies  let  them  come  here  and 
have  their  case  sifted,  and  let  them  pay 
for  these  monopolies.  One  great  object 
we  have  in  view  in  regard  to  police  and 
sanitary  matters  is  that  we  should  have 
uniform  legislation  throughout  the 
country.  We  have  a  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee  which  deals  with  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  obvious 
that  that  Committee  has  far  more  ex- 
perience and  is  better  fitted  to  deal  with 
such  cases  than  three  or  four  persons  de- 
ciding on  an  isolated  case.  You  are 
therefore  throwing  away  the  opportunity, 
if  you  pass  this  Bill  in  its  present  shape, 
of  securing  uniformity  in  police  and  sani- 
tary legislation.  The  oiily  reason  why 
the  Bill  has  been  supported  in  Scotland 
is,  that  it  has  got  a  large  support  from 
the  advocates  in  Parliament  House  in 
Edinburgh,  who  are,  almost  to  a  mant 
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to  Home  Rule  in  everything 


♦The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
is  making  a  Second  Reading  speech.  The 
question  is,  whether  Clause  1  shall  stand 
part  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  This  measure  is 
merely  being  promoted  by  those  who 
have  practically  an  influential  interest  in 


having  a  devolution  of  this  kind.  It  is 
not  a  measure  which  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  local  authorities,  for  the  present 
Private  Bill  and  Provisional  Order  system 
is  better  and  cheaper  than  that  which  the 
Bill  provides. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  Ayes, 
Noes,  62.   (Division  List  No.  186.) 


175; 


Allhusen,  A.  Henry  Eden 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Asher,  Alexander 
Ashmead  Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  Fitzroy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  George  A. 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manchr) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.W. (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathuwt,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,  RtHnSirM.  H.  (Bristol) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Bond,  Edward 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell -Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Cavendish,  VCW(Derbyshire) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  AE. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A. 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cornwallis,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie.  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dunoombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.SirWilliamHart 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Furguson.R.  C.  Munro  (Leith) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 


AYES. 

Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goret.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goal  ding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grey,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hatch,  Ernest  F.  George 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
H elder,  Augustus 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Richard  Claver house 
Johnson,  William  (Belfast) 
Kay-ShuttJeworth,RtHnSir  U 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kinfocb,  Sir  J.  George  Smy  the 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrenoe,SirE.Darning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington  ) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Cunie 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Lock  wood,  Lu-CoL  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ervkine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Bnlter 
Lowles,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont,  Col.  J.  (Antrim,  E. 
M'Killop,  James 
Mellor,  Rt.Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks.) 
Middlemore,  J.  Throtjmorton 
Milton,  Viscount 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  .  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.  ( Monm'ths. ) 
Money,  Charles  ( Breconahire) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A.  G.  (But*) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Newdigate,  F  rancis Alexander 


Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nico),  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike( Darlington) 
Penn,  John 

Pilkington.R.  (Lanes  Newton) 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Herbert* Hackney) 
Round  James 

Russell.Gen.  F.  SjCheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sbaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  James  Park  er(Lan&rkB) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart.SirMarkJ.M'Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Struct,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valencia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.  SirC.  E.  Howard 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,Lieut.-Col.C.E.  (Kent) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whitmore.  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Binn. 
Wodehouse,  KtHn.E.R(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin,  Maj.  W.  H. 
Wy  vill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Commander(Berks,E.) 

Tellers  tor  the  Ayes— 
Sir  WUliam  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Barlow,  John  Emniott 
Billaon,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Barns,  John 

Cameron,  SirCharles(Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Hough,  Walter  Owen 
Coliery,  Bernard 
ColviTe,  John 
Cummins,  Andrew 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Cnrran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Daritt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farqnhareon,  Dr.  Robert 
Pan  wick,  Charles 


NOES. 

Ffrench,  Peter 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Lambert,  George 
Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cumb'land 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 

Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  X.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Money,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose. ) 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C.  (Dvnpt.) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Oldroyd,  Mark 


Pine,  Duncan  V. 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Rickett,  J.  Com p ton 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Scott,  C.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Dr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Caldwell. 


Clause  2  :— 

Dr.  CLARK  :  The  Amendment  which 
itands  in  my  name  on  the  Paper  is  taken 
i  from  the  last  Bill  introduced  by  the 
Government  in  1892.  It  proposes  that 
the  determination  of  these  matters  should 
be  not  by  the  two  Chairmen  of  the 
Committees,  but  by  a  standing  Joint 
Committee  of  both  Houses,  composed 
of  two  peers  and  two  commoners 
and  the  two  Chairmen.  The  two 
peers  and  two  commoners  should  be 
appointed  every  session,  and  every  Pro- 
visional Order  applied  for  should  be  sent 
to  this  Commission  to  be  determined,  and 
they  should  consider  the  procedure.  In 
the  present  edition  of  the  Bill  this  joint 
Committee  is  entirely  dropped,  and  this 
work  is  relegated  to  the  two  Chairmen  of 
the  Committees.  So  far  as  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  of  this  House  is  con- 
cerned, in  my  opinion  he  has  quite  enough 
to  do.  At  the  present  time  he  is  engaged 
all  the  morning  on  Private  Bill  work  and 
all  the  evening  in  this  House,  and  cannot 
be  expected  to  give  a  great  deal  of  time 
to  this  work.  I  much  prefer  the  form 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
1892,  which  gives  us  a  body  who  will 
meet  and  discuss  these  matters. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  after  the  word  '  Com- 
mons,' to  insert  the  words  '  and  two  Members 
of  each  House  of  Parliament  appointed  at  the 
beginning  of  each  session  in  manner  provided 
by  Standing  Orders  shall  be  a  Standing  Joint 
<  onimittee  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,' ' 
-{Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  those  word*  l>e  there  inserted." 

VOL.  LXXII.     [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  The  hon. 
Member  forgets  that  the  scheme  of  the 
Bill  of  1892  is  radically  different  to  the 
scheme  of  this  Bill.  The  scheme  of  the 
Bill  of  1892  was  a  scheme  for  Private 
Bills,  and  there  was  no  radical  change  at 
all  in  the  initial  stages  of  those  Bills. 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  was  then 
created  in  order  to  deal  with  the  Bills  in 
the  House,  and  see  whether,  when  they 
had  got  to  the  Committee  stage,  they 
should  go  down  for  local  inquiry.  The 
present  Bill  is  not  a  Private  Bill  scheme 
at  all,  but  a  Provisional  Order  scheme, 
and  it  was  thought  right  to  reserve  the 
control  of  this  House  over  these  matters. 
It  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  some- 
body to  determine  what  is  fitted  to  be 
proceeded  with  as  a  Private  Bill  and 
what  is  fitted  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  Pro- 
visional Order,  and  it  was  felt  that  the 
two  Chairmen  would  be  a  proper  tribunal 
for  that  purpose.  There  would  be  a  great 
disadvantage  in  adding  two  Peers  and 
two  Members  of  this  House  to  the  tribunal, 
because  a  great  deal  would  be  done  when 
Parliament  is  not  sitting,  and  they  would 
not  be  here.  The  two  Chairmen,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  obliged  to  be  here  in  the 
Autumn  to  deal  with  Private  Bill  matters, 
and  it  is  felt  that  they  could  do  this 
work  at  the  same  time.  I  therefore  do 
not  propose  to  accept  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  difference  be- 
tween this  Bill  and  the  Bill  of  1892  is 
very  small.  True,  that  Bill  was  to  deal 
with  Private  Bills,  this  is  to  deal  with 
Provisional  Orders ;  but,  call  it  whatever 
you  like,  it  is  the  same  thing,  and  the  Provi- 
sional Order  has  the  full  effect  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament.    The  whole  question  which 
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the  Joint  Committee  of  1892  had  to  deter- 
mine was  whether  the  Bill  was  one  that 
should  be  relegated  to  local  inquiry 
or  not,  and  that  is  the  scheme  of  the 
present  Bill.  The  small  changes  in  the 
Bill  are  immaterial.  What  is  the  effect 
of  this  tribunal  ?  When  a  Conservative 
Government  is  in  power  the  Chairman  of 
Committees,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  the 
House  of  Lords  are  Conservative,  and 
they  can  say  whether  the  Bill  shall  come 
to  this  House  or  not.  They  hold  the 
strings,  and  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  can 
say  "  Refer  it  to  me,"  and  if  he  in  his  dis- 
cretion sends  it  away  we  have  no  control 
over  it  whatever.  There  is  a  little 
difference  if  a  Liberal  Government  is  in 
power,  because  then,  though  the  Chair- 
man of  Committee  in  this  House  and  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  are  Liberals,  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  in  the  House  of 
Lords  is  a  Conservative,  and  he  has  power 
to  prevent  such  a  thing  being  done.  It 
is  a  strong  order  to  deny  the  right  of  a 
Private  Bill  to  come  to  this  House  and  to 
relegate  it  to  a  Scotch  tribunal.  I  think 
that  matter  ought  to  be  determined  by  an 
impartial  Committee. 

Mr.  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  E.):  I 
thoroughly  sympathise  with  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  in  the 
views  he  has  put  before  the  House.  To 
my  mind  nothing  is  more  unsatisfactory 
than  the  procedure  with  regard  to  Provi- 
sional Orders,  as  it  amounts  to  nothing 
less  than  an  attempt  by  permanent  officials 
to  smuggle  through  the  House  

*Thk  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order !  I 
do  not  think  that  is  quite  the  question 
that  is  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  RICHARDS :  Of  course,  if  you 
rule  that,  Sir,  I  cannot  go  into  it.  I  can 
only  say  I  intend  to  support  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  because  in  my  opinion 
if  the  Bill  is  carried  as  it  stands  it  will  be 
clearly  an  injustice  to  Scotland,  and  so 
long  as  the  Scotch  people  desire  to  take 
the  opinions  of  Committees  of  this  House 
it  is  not  right  of  this  or  any  other  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  to  deprive  them  of  that 
constitutional  right. 

Dr.  CLARK:  I  am  somewhat  sur- 
prised that  my  Amendment  is  not 
accepted.  I  have  taken  that  clause  out 
of  the  Bill  of  1892  which  it  was  proposed 
to  bring  in  after  three  years'  consideration. 
The  tribunal  was  proposed  localise  it  did 

Mr. Caldwell. 


not  matter  whether  the  initial  stages  of  a 
Bill  where  taken  at  Edinburgh  or  West- 
minster, but  it  was  thought  proper  that 
they  should  be  determined  by  a  Joint 
Standing  Committee  of  this  character, 
and  that  the  matter  should  be  considered 
by  some  independent  Members.  I 
believe  that  if  tne  Government  only  ex- 
press their  willingness  to  appoint  a  Joint 
Committee  of  the  two  Houses  they  will 
get  through  this  Bill  to-night. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN. 
In  the  course  of  this  evening's  discussion 
I  said  with  regard  to  the  Instruction  that 
was  moved  before  we  got  into  Committee 
that  I  doubted  whether  there  was  full 
justification  for  the  hope  entertained  by 
the  Lord  Advocate  that  this  Bill  would 
be  found  applicable  to  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  tesides  Scotland.  This 
was  one  of  the  points  which  I  had  in  my 
mind  when  I  said  that,  l>ecause  here  we 
are  putting  a  great  work  and  an  immense 
responsibility  upon  the  Chairmen  of  the 
two  Houses.  I  may  be  told  that  the 
existing  Chairmen  have  come  l>efore  the 
Committee  and  said  that  they  were 
willing  and  able  to  do  this  work,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  would  patrioti- 
cally perform  these  duties  if  they  were 
imposed  upon  them.  But  let  us  con- 
sider what  the  Chairman  of  this  House 
has  to  do.  He  is  the  most  laborious 
member  of  the  House  during  the  session, 
not  excepting  the  Speaker  himself,  and 
during  the  autumn  he  is  engaged  to  a 
very  considerable  extent  in  the  prepara- 
tory steps  of  Private  Bill  business.  Now 
we  are  going  to  ask  him,  together  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  other  House,  to  decide 
the  very  delicate  question  as  to  which  of 
these  proposals  shall  be  dealt  with  as 
Private  Bills  and  which  shall  lie  dealt 
with  by  way  of  Provisional  Order.  They 
are  in  effect  to  be  the  tribunal  to  deal  with 
matters  which  will  involve  the  employ- 
ment of  London  agents,  which  rather 
disposes  of  some  of  the  arguments,  especi- 
ally that  rather  fallacious  argument  of 
taking  as  much  money  for  Scotland  as 
you  possibly  can.  I  think  if  we  con- 
sider the  amount  of  work  that  this  will 
impose  upon  the  Chairmen,  if  the  Bill  is 
extended  to  the  three  kingdoms,  we 
shall  see  very  little  prospect  of  this 
particular  machinery  being  applied  I 
forget  exactly  the  figures  quoted,  but 
there  is  a  very  small  proportion  of  Scotch 
business  before  the  House,  and  most  of 
the  Scotch  Bills  are  unimportant-the 
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most  important  are  the  railway  Bills, 
which  occupy  a  great  deal  of  time.  There 
are  145  Private  Bills  for  England  and  25 
for  Scotland,  and  supposing  the  same 
machinery  is  applied  to  the  145  as  to  the 
25,  we  can  form  some  opinion  approxi- 
mately of  how  heavy  and  difficult  the 
duties  which  are'  laid  upon  the  Chairman 
would  be.  After  all,  I  think  it  is  rather 
too  much  if  we  contemplate  extending 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  to  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  My  hon.  friend  proposes 
to  constitute  a  Joint  Committee,  and 
though  his  proposal  may  not  be  complete, 
it  is  one  which  would  give  a  great  relief 
to  the  Chairmen,  and  a  tribunal  which  I 
think  would  be  most  satisfactory — it 
would  introduce  into  that  stage  of  the 
proceedings  that  control  of  Parliament 
which  we  desire  to  see  so  far  as  possible 
from  first  to  last.  The  point  which  par- 
ticularly struck  me,  ami  drew  from  me  a 
few  words  earlier  in  the  evening,  was  the 
alteration  of  the  status  of  the  two  Chair- 
men. It  is  a  very  serious  step  to  take, 
and  I  think  they  ought  not  to  have  this 
work  imposed  upon  them  if  it  can  be 
avoided. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  I  lrelieve  if  this  pro- 
posal could  be  carried  out  it  would  be  a 
distinct  improvement  in  the  Bill.  But 
first  of  all,  are  we  to  understand  that,  ttt 
any  time  of  the  year  when  an  application 
is  made  to  proceed  under  the  new  Bill, 
the  two  Chairmen  are  then  to  be  got 
together  in  order  to  investigate  the 
importance  of  the  measure  under  Clause 
2?  I  do  not  think  that  is  at  all  a 
practical  proposal.  I  do  not  think  the 
decision  of  the  Chairmen  in  itself  would 
be  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  the  rights 
of  this  House  are  preserved,  because  it  is 
notorious  that  in  many  points  in  Private 
Bui  legislation  there  is  a  great  difference 
of  opinion  between  the  Chairman  and  the 
House.  But  if  you  have  two  Members 
from  each  House  elected  from  time  to 
time,  you  would  get  a  true  representation 
of  the  opinions  of  this  House.  As  re- 
gards the  present  suggestion  of  only  the 
two  Chairmen,  I  certainly  think  the  effect 
of  this  Bill  would  be  to  greatly  increase 
the  departmental  power  as  against  this 
House,  and  upon  that  point  I  am  anxious 
to  protect  the  power  of  this  House.  I 
cannot  help  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  increase  which  will  be  made  will  be 
really  a  departmental  increase  of  power 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
and  that  is  a  thing  we  ought  to  guard 


against.  We  ought  to  be  at  one  upon 
this  point,  that  we  should  preserve  the 
legislative  faculties  of  this  House  as  far 
as  possible. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  should  be 
glad  if  hon.  Members  who  are  so  hostile 
to  this  Bill  would  do  me  the  honour  to 
read  its  clauses,  as  it  is  impossible  to 
listen  to  the  speeches  made  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers without  discovering  that  they  have 
not  done  so.  If  they  look  at  the  clause 
they  will  see  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  there- 
fore it  is  ridiculous  to  say  that  the 
whole  thing  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Scotch  Secretary.  This  is  a  Bill  to  the 
principle  of  which  the  House  has  agreed. 
The  principle  is  that  it  is  a  Provisional 
Order  Bill,  and  if  hon.  Members  do  not 
wish  to  wrock  it  they  must  face  the  fact  that 
this  is  a  Provisional  Order  Bill,  and  not  a 
Private  Bill  Procedure  Bill.  I  do  not  think 
that  we  can  gain  anything  at  all  by  the 
election  of  these  hon.  Gentlemen.  In  the 
ordinary  course  that  would  not  add  much  to 
the  control  of  the  House,  and  there  would 
be  the  other  disadvantage  that  you  would 
not  bo  able  to  get  hold  of  them  after  the 
rising  of  the  House.  Therefore  you  would 
not  be  able  to  proceed  with  any  of  these 
measures.  You  can  get  the  two  Chairmen 
together,  and  you  have  the  benefit  of 
getting  their  determinations  during  the 
months  of  October,  November,  and 
December  upon  these  questions.  As  to 
whether  they  have  time  to  do  the  work, 
both  of  them  have  said  before  a  Select 
Committee  that  they  have  the  time,  and 
therefore  the  suggestion  of  adding  two 
Members  of  this  House,  in  my  opinion,  is 
an  empty  suggestion.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, I  do  not  see  my  way  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  do 
not  think  the  Lord  Advocate  has 
addressed  himself  to  the  most  formidable 
argument  against  him.  The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  takes  his  stand  on  the  imme- 
diate intention  of  the  Government  to 
extend  the  scheme  and  machinery  of  this 
Bill  to  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Even  if  the  Chairmen  are  willing  and 
able  to  perform  these  duties  with  regard 
to  Scotch  Bills,  they  must  recognise  that 
if  all  the  Private  Bills  that  come  before 
this  House  are  to  be  considered  by  them 
they  would  not  be  able  to  deal  with  them. 
I  have  now  the  figures  for  the  last  seven 
yean  upon  this  question,  and  beginning 
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with  1887  I  find  that  the  average  annual  | 
number  of  English  measures  is  158,  Irish 
12,  and  Scotch  27.  Is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  Chairmen  of  both  Houses 
will  be  able  to  undertake  these  duties 
with  regard  to  them  all  1 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  This  is  a  point  upon 
which  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate to  keep  an  open  mind  until  the 
Report  stage.  Not  one  hon.  Member 
who  has  spoken  has  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment; all  have  taken  the  same  tone. 
This  proposal  is  one  which  was  introduced 
in  the  Bill  of  1892  by  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  and  in  face  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  evidence  of  any  need  for  change. 
I  think  the  proposal  which  is  put  forward 
is  a  good  one  which  ought  to  be 
accepted.  Everybody  has  spoken  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment,  and  I  put  it 
to  the  Lord  Advocate  that  if  he  wants 
the  Bill  to  go  through  it  can  be  only  be 
got  through  by  a  give-and-take  policy. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) :  The 
reason  that  I  have  not  spoken  up  to  now  is 
that  I  considered  that  if  this  Bill  passes  this 
Amendment  is  not  likely  to  give  it  the 
authority  of  law.  The  hon.  Member  says 
these  words  appeared  in  the  Bill  of  1892. 
But  everybody  knows  that  the  Bill  of 
1892  was  only  intended  to  deal  with  the 
procedure  on  Private  Bills,  which  it  was 
intended  to  facilitate.  If  these  Provi- 
sional Orders  are  to  be  brought  up  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  it  will  throw  the  onus 
of  considerable  labour  upon  the  Chair- 
men. Would  it  be  more  difficult  to  get 
two  Members  of  the  House  of  Lords  and 
the  House  of  Commons  to  assist  them  ? 
I  myself  do  not  see  how  we  can  expect 
the  two  Chairmen  to  do  all  this  work 
themselves. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I  should  like  to  supplement  my  statement 
by  referring  to  the  evidence  of  the  Chair- 
men of  Committees  before  the  Select 
Committee.  It  is  true  they  said  that 
they  could  perform  the  duties  which 
the  Bill  imposes  upon  them,  but  they 
stated  that  so  long  as  their  work  was 
limited  to  Scotch  or  Irish  Bills  it  could  be 
done  satisfactorily,  whereas  if  it  was  to  be 
extended  to  all  Bills,  including  Welsh  and 
English  Bills,  their  work  would  be  of  a 
very  difficult  character.  I  hope  that  due 
weight  will  be  given  by  the  Government 
to  that  opinion. 

Mb.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  am  perfectly 
well  aware  of  the  evidence  given  before 
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f  the  Select  Committee,  but  sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof ;  and  when  we 
find  that  the  burden  under  this  Bill 
presses  too  heavily  upon  the  Chairmen, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  this 
question.  We  should  not  do  any  good 
by  considering  it  now. 

Mr.  SOUTTAR  :  I  wish  to  say,  with 
regard  to  the  answer  given  by  the  Lord 
Advocate,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
get  two  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  join  this  tri- 
bunal, that  I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
in  it— I  think  it  would  be  quite  easy,  but 
there  need  not  be  any  difficulty  as  to 
that.  The  salient  point  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  my  opinion  is  this :  that  from 
the  Chairmen's  point  of  view  this  is  a 
desirable  Amendment.  I  think  that  for 
that  reason  the  Chairmen  themselves 
would  be  exceedingly  glad  that  this 
Amendment  should  he  accepted  by  the 
Government,  and  for  my  part  I  cannot 
see  the  slightest  shadow  of  reason  why 
they  should  refuse  to  accept  it. 

MR.  J.  P.  SMITH :  I  cannot  see  why 
there  is  such  a  desperate  hurry  in  getting 
these  Provisional  Orders  through.  I  think 
it  is  of  great  importance  that  there 
should  be  more  individuals  concerned  in 
the  decision  between  the  two  Chairmen. 
You  want  to  have  more  continuity  in 
your  position,  and  that  continuity  you 
will  get  if  you  have  a  small  committee 
such  as  is  suggested.  It  seems  to  be 
thought  that  a  (Chairman  can  be  got  hold 
of  at  any  time  during  the  summer  recess 
or  autumn.  My  own  opinion  has  been 
that  he  was  free  during  the  recess  to  go 
wherever  he  pleased,  and  do  whatever  he 
pleased.  I  think  therefore  the  decision 
of  the  Chairmen  will  necessarily  have  to 
be  waited  for  during  those  months,  but  I 
do  not  see  how  any  serious  harm  can  come 
to  the  promoters. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  argu- 
ments used  in  favour  of  this  Amend* 
mend  seem  to  lie  absolutely  un- 
answerable. I  can  remember  many 
occasions  when  a  Chairman,  even 
1  jacked  up  by  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, has  been  overruled  by  a  large 
majority  in  the  House  itself.  It  is  there- 
fore a  strong  thing  to  urge  that  the 
House  should  be  deprived  of  the  power 
of  review  in  the  case  of  Private  Bills, 
which  may  involve  public  issues  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  rely  on  the 
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dixit  of  the  Chairmen  of  Committees. 
Irish  Members  naturally  take  a  very 
great  interest  in  this  Bill,  because  we  are 

S remised  some  measure  for  Ireland  to 
eal  with  the  very  same  subject,  and  the 
Irish  measure  may  be  drawn  somewhat 
upon  the  same  lines  as  this  Bill.  I  must 
confess  that,  although  I  am  very  anxious 
indeed  to  see  some  scheme  devised  by 
which  the  present  inconvenience  can  be 
spared  to  Irish  suitors  and  Scotch  suitors 
also,  as  well  as  to  the  witnesses,  I  view 
these  proposals  for  transferring  the  pre- 
sent jurisdiction  for  dealing  with  private 
Bills  with  the  greatest  possible  suspicion. 
I  confess  from  my  own  point  of  view  the 
remedy  to  apply  to  these  admitted  griev- 
ances would  be  in  a  totally  different  direc- 
tion. It  would  be  some  really  represen- 
tative local  body  sitting  either  in  Edin- 
burgh or  Dublin.  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
for  Caithness  is  perfectly  right  in  endea- 
vouring to  add  to  the  Chairmen  of  the 
two  Houses  two  independent  Members 
of  the  two  Houses.  We  all  remember 
occasions  again  and  again,  when,  under 
the  cloak  of  a  Private  Bill,  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  importance  has  been  intro- 
duced, and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  pro- 
tection proposed  to  be  given  by  this 
Amendment  is  quite  reasonable  and  mode- 
rate. 

♦Mr.  HEDDERWICK :  I  desire  to  join 
in  the  forcible  appeal  that  has  been  made 
to  the  Lord  Advocate  to  reconsider  his 
attitude  with  regard  to  this  Amendment. 
I  think  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
Lord  Advocate  should  show  such  an  un- 
yielding disposition  in  regard  to  Amend- 
ments which  do  not  affect  any  vital  part 
of  his  Bill.  To  pursue  that  course  is  not 
calculated  to  facilitate  the  passage  of 
the  measure.  Now,  Sir,  there  are  some 
considerations  which  ought,  I  think,  to 
weigh  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  In 
the  first  place,  I  should  like  him  to  reflect 
upon  the  fact  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
Amendment  which  is  being  proposed  will 
in  no  wise  affect  the  principle  of  his 
measure.  In  the  second  place  this 
Amendment,  which  he  has  refused  to 
consider,  is  an  Amendment  which  has  been 
approved  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
own  leader,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and  coming  from  such  a  source 
I  should  have  thought  it  might  have  been 
treated  with  a  little  more  respect  than 
has  been  shown  to  it  by  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate. In  the  next  place,  the  acceptance 
of  this  Amendment  would  satisfy  the 


feeling  which  has  heen  very  generally 
expressed,  not  only  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  but  upon  both  sides — the 
feeling  that  there  ought  to  be  left  tcr 
the  House  some  remnant  of  control  over 
measures  which  the  House  has  hitherto 
fullly  and  completely  controlled.  I 
am  perfectly  well  aware  from  the  ex- 

Eressions  which  have  fallen  from  the 
iord  Advocate  that  he  attaches  no  im 
portance  whatever  to  that  feeling,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  cannot  deny  the  exist- 
ence of  the  feeling,  and  the  fact  that  it 
has  been  very  generally  expressed ;  and 
that  being  so,  I  think  he  would  do  well  to 
reconsider  his  position. 

*Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY :  I  would 
have  preferred  a  solution  of  the  whole 
problem  by  a  short  Bill  providing  that  a 
Committee  on  a  Scotch  Private  Bill  might 
sit  at  any  time  elsewhere  than  at  West- 
minster.   By  the  plan  proposed  in  the 

Csent  Bill  the  only  security  the  House 
that  Private  Bills  shall  be  properly 
classified  is  the  qualities  of  the  Chairman 
so  rightly  exercised  at  present,  and  the 
objectional  feature  of  the  proposal  is  the 
new-fangled  creation  of  a  statutory  officer 
outside  the  House,  and  over  whom  the  only 
control  the  House  would  have  would  be 
by  the  supersession  of  its  Chairman.  I 
cannot  see  that  any  real  or  fundamental 
damage  would  be  done  to  the  Bill  by 
associating  two  members  with  the  Chair- 
men of  the  two  Houses.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  important  question  of  the  classi- 
fication of  Bills  should  be  left  to  officers 
selected  in  a  circuitous  manner  and  given 
a  status  novel  to  Parliamentary  procedure. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  During  the  hour  and  a 
half  we  have  been  discussing  this  Amend- 
ment only  one  Member  has  supported  the 
Lord  Advocate,  i.e.  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  North  Ayrshire  (Mr.  Coch- 
rane). We  have  l>een  told  that  under 
the  Bill  of  1892  there  was  a  different 
scheme,  but  the  difference  makes  my 
Amendment  all  the  more  necessary.  The 
fifth  section  of  the  8th  clause  takes  away 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  House  on  the 
question  of  classification,  for  the  Chair- 
men, with  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  may  refuse  such  an  appeal. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North  Ayr- 
shire opposes  the  Amendment  because  he 
thinks  it  will  "  dish  "  Home  Rule  for  Scot- 
land. Our  idea,  however,  is  that  it 
will  help  Home  Rule  for  Scotland.  Un- 
less we  can  get  some  stronger  arguments 
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against  the  proposal,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  go  to  a  Division  and  take  the  feeling 
of  the  House. 

Col,  DENNY  (Kilmarnock  Burghs) :  I 
am  opposed  to  any  such  power  being 
given  to  the  Chairmen  as  is  proposed  by 
this  Bill,  and  I  feel  compelled  to  support 
the  Amendment  of  the  non.  Member  for 
Caithness. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  I  am  sorry  the  learned 
Lord  Advocate  has  shown  so  little  dis- 
position to  meet  the  views  of  the  critics 
of  this  Bill,  as  well  as  those  of  its  sup- 
porters, because  if  he  expects  to  carry 
this  Bill  in  a  reasonable  time  he  will  have 
to  show  a  little  more  consideration  for  the 
arguments  brought  forward  in  favour  of 
Amendments  than  he  has  to-night.  We 
have  had  five  speakers  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House,  some  of  them  Scotch 
Members,  in  favour  of  this  Amendment, 
and  we  have  only  had  the  speech  of  one 
private  Member  in  support  of  the  Lord 
Advocate.  I  do  not  wish  to  under-rate 
the  importance  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Ayrshire,  but  he  will  excuse  me  if 
I  say  that  he  is  in  an  official  atmosphere. 
He  is  so  close  to  the  Treasury  Bench 
that  I  cannot  conceive  the  possibility  of 
the  hon.  Member  taking  any  view  hostile 
to  that  of  a  Member  who  sits  upon  that 
l>ench.  I  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House  has  returned  to 
his  place,  and  I  think  it  would  be  an  ad- 
advantage  to  know  what  are  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  him  to  depart  from 
his  own  proposal.  I  rather  fancy,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  remained  silent, 
that  we  have  converted  him,  and  I  shall 
listen  with  interest  to  hear  him  defend 
his  later  position,  because,  after  all,  he  is 
somewhat  of  a  democrat,  and  he  would 
be  the  last  to  argue,  when  there  is  practi- 
cally a  unanimous  opinion  in  favour  of  an 
Amendment  which  raises  a  point  to  which 
we  attach  great  importance,  that  that 
point  should  not  have  the  fullest  con- 
sideration. I  beg,  therefore,  to  appeal 
once  again  to  the  Lord  Advocate.  I 
think  in  the  interests  of  the  Bill  he  had 
letter  adopt  the  suggestion  which  I  made 
some  time  ago,  which  was  that  he  should 
leave  the  matter  open  and  bring  it  forward 
again  on  Report,  and  see  if  he  cannot  do 
something  to  meet  the  unanimous  ex- 
pression of  opinion  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee has  listened.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  shown  no  disposition  to 
concede  anything,  and  I  am  rather  afraid 
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that  it  will  interfere  with  the  speedy 
progress  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  My  difficulty 
has  been,  first  of  all,  with  regard  to  the 
matter  of  time,  because  of  the  Chairmen 
being  here  in  London  in  November  and 
December,  and  they  are  in  a  very  favour- 
able position  to  give  a  decision  upon  the 
points  put  before  them.  This  position 
would  not  be  shared  by  private  Members. 
My  hon.  and  learned  friend  has  asked 
why  have  we  changed  from  the  Bill  of 
1892  1  He  forgets  that  this  position  with 
regard  to  the  Chairmen  is  the  position 
entirely  approved  by  the  Select  Committee 
of  last  year.  My  principal  difficulty  is 
that  a  great  many  of  the  speeches  have 
not  really  dealt  with  the  question  of 
whether  private  Members  should  be  added 
so  much  as  with  the  somewhat  larger 
question  of  whether  there  is  sufficient  con- 
trol by  this  House  over  the  legislation 
here  proposed.  A  great  many  Members 
have  spoken  as  if,  once  the  Chairmen  have 
come  to  a  determination  that  a  particular 
subject  should  be  dealt  with  as  a  Pro- 
visional Order,  the  matter  disappeared 
from  the  control  of  this  House  altogether, 
and  never  came  back  to  it.  They  always 
ignore  the  fact  that  it  must  come  ]>ack. 
("No.")  Yes,  if  there  is  opposition  it 
must  come  back,  providing  the  opposition 
is  not  merely  frivolous.  I  will  consider 
whether  there  should  not  be  some  method 
of  giving  this  House  a  still  further  control 
in  all  these  matters,  and  also  whether 
there  may  be  any  practicable  way  of 
adding  some  other  Members  besides  the 
Chairmen  for  the  consideration  of  this 
particular  fact,  treating  it  as  a  branch  of 
what  is  really  the  larger  question  of  the 
control  of  this  House.  I  hope  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  also  consider  that  really  time  is 
the  essence  of  the  question. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  shown  a 
disposition  to  meet  what  was  the  general 
feeling  of  the  Committee  ;  but  the  promise 
he  has  made  has  not  been  quite  so  explicit 
as  we  desire.  There  has  been  a  very 
strong  case  indeed  made  out.  Not  only 
have  we  had  a  number  of  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  desiring  to  have 
some  Members  of  Parliament  added  to 
this  Committee,  but  we  have  had  the 
Member  for  the  Kilmarnock  Burghs  inti- 
mate that  it  was  deliberately  accepted  as 
a  solemn  necessity  by  all  the  Scotch 
Unionist  Members  of  Parliament,  and  that 
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there  was  an  objection  entertained  to  the 
proposal  to  confer  these  powers  on  the 
two  Chairmen.  In  these  circumstances  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  go 
a  little  further.  Why  should  he  not 
accept  the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend, 
subject  to  the  opportunity  of  correcting 
or  altering  it  on  the  Report  stage  ?  That 
would  be  a  more  definite  step  to  take. 
All  that  has  been  said  has  been  not  with 
any  desire  to  wreck  the  Bill,  as  has  been 
suggested,  but  with  no  desire  except  to 
make  it  as  effective  as  possible  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  intended.  We  all 
know  the  immense  difficulty  in  providing 
machinery  for  dealing  with  private  legis- 
lation. The  proof  of  that  is  the  number 
of  Bills  which  have  been  introduced  again 
and  again  to  this  House  and  proved  in- 
adequate. This  Bill  is  full  of  difficulties, 
and  we  wish  to  help  the  Lord  Advocate, 
if  he  will  allow  us,  out  of  those  difficulties, 
and  it  is  in  that  spirit  I  urge  upon  him  to 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No  doubt  it  is 
perfectly  true  that  this  House  has  been 
year  after  year  occupied  with  one  varia- 
tion after  another  of  this  one  theme. 
No  less  than  four  Bills  have  been  brought 
forward  by  different  gentlemen — one  of 
them  by  myself  —  attempting  to  deal 
with  this  problem.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  assumes  for  that  reason  that 
all  these  Bills  have  been  of  equal  value. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  I  agree  with 
that!  The  truth  is  that  this  is  a  change 
in  our  procedure  which  may  bo  carried 
out  in  many  different  ways ;  and  pro- 
bably any  one  of  those  four  ways  which, 
after  careful  consideration,  have  been 
proposed  is,  if  not  quite  as  good,  not 
very  much  worse  than  any  other.  But 
all  ways  are,  no  doubt,  open  to  objection ; 
and  I  have  noticed  in  dealing  with  these 
proposals  that  there  is  always  some 
gentleman  to  be  found  on  one  side  of 
the  House  or  the  other,  and  usually  a 
gentleman  from  each  side  of  the  House, 
who  has  an  alternative  to  suggest.  The 
result  is  we  lose  ourselves  in  this  per- 
petual balancing  of  alternatives,  which, 
after  all,  do  not  differ  much  from  one 
another,  discussing  then  in  immense  detail, 
at  a  great  cost  of  time,  until  the  Bill  is 
likely  to  be  smothered.  I  trust  the 
Committee  will  endeavour  to  avoid  that 
danger  which  has  proved  so  serious,  and 
even  fatal,  to  proposals  which  have  pre- 
ceded that  which  my  right  hon.  friend 


now  has  in  charge.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not 
been  able  to  listen  to  the  whole  discussion 
upon  this  present  proposal — -it  is  through 
no  fault  of  mine — but  I  gather  that  all 
this  anxiety,  which  has  been  expressed 
in  different  parts  of  the  House,  really 
arises  from  a  fear — a  natural  fear,  and,  up 
to  a  certain  point,  a  legitimate  fear  in  my 
opinion — lest  under  the  guise  of  reforming 
our  Private  Bill  legislation  we  should 
permit  the  House  to  be  deprived  of  real 
control  not  only  over  the  details  of  this 
scheme  or  that  scheme,  but  over  the 
general  principles  of  legislation  which 
ought  to  govern  not  merely  public  Bills, 
but  private  Bills  also.  This  is  only 
one  oi  a  set  of  Amendments  proposed  by 
different  gentlemen  in  different  quarters 
of  the  House,  all  having  the  same  object, 
namely,  that  of  keeping  the  control  which 
this  House  has  over  the  private  legisla- 
tion of  Scotland,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  which  may  come  under 
the  scope  of  this  Bill  or  any  future  Bill 
framed  on  like  principles.  I  sympathise  with 
that  desire,  and  unless  we  allow  our  desire  to 
see  that  object  carried  into  effect  smother 
and  destroy  what  ought  to  be  the  govern- 
ing principles  of  legislation  of  this  land, 
namely,  to  reduce  the  cost,  to  reduce  the 
trouble,  and  to  prevent  that  great  burden 
which  some  of  these  inquiries  have  neces- 
sitated, I  see  no  objection  to  any  reason- 
able provision  being  put  into  the  Bill  by 
which  that  object  may  be  attained.  But 
the  Amendment  before  the  House  is  not 
the  best  way  for  carrying  it  out.  My 
right  hon.  friend  has  explained  that  if  you 
insist  that  two  unpaid  unofficial  Members 
should  be  here  through  October,  Novem- 
ber, and  December  

Several  Hon.  Members:  No! 

Mr.  CRIPPS :  Bills  must  be  deposited 
by  December  21st. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  will  not 
quarrel  over  the  months ;  it  does  not  affect 
my  argument  whether  it  was  November 
or  December ;  it  is  at  any  rate  some 
months  which  are  not  in  the  session. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Two  days  will  be 
enough. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  may  be, 
but  it  will  be  a  tax  upon  either  the  Chair- 
man of  this  House  or  the  Chairman  of  the 
other  House,  orupon  any  Member  w^p^p^y 
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have  to  deal  with  the  matter,  and  to  re- 
quire unofficial  and  unpaid  Members  to 
attend  in  our  holiday  appears  to  me  to 
be  

An  Hon.  Member  :  There  are  legal 
Members  of  this  House  who  are  always 
in  London  in  the  late  autumn,  and  who 
would  be  available. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  think 
the  House  wants  a  legal  man.  I  think  , 
the  House  must  be  glad  to  have  two 
private  Members,  who  are  not  of  the  legal 
profession,  who  are  quite  willing  to  give 
their  time  in  the  public  service.  It  is  a 
serious  thing  to  insist  that  it  should  be  a 
necessary  and  integral  part  of  our 
machinery  that  unpaid  Members  should  be 
here  out  of  session.  That  would  be  an  objec- 
tion which  would  be  very  serious,  if  not 
fatal.  I  would  suggest  as  a  far  more  com- 
plete alternative  than  anything  that  is 
done  before  a  Bill  goes  to  these  local  tri- 
bunals that  this  House  should  have  a  more 
complete  control  than  it  has  under  the 
Bill  of  the  Government  for  dealing  with 
the  measure  after  it  has  left  the  local 
tribunal.  I  was  very  much  struck  by 
some  arguments  brought  forward  by  my 
learned  friend  the  Member  for  Stroud  and 
others  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  discussion, 
in  which  it  was  explained  that  there  might 
be  changes  in  our  law  introduced  un- 
known to  this  House  in  unopposed  Bills. 
That  danger  would  not  be  prevented  by 
the  proposal  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  That  is  provided 
for  afterwards. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  suggestion 
is  that  we  should  not  try  by  this  means 
simply  to  strengthen  the  Chairmen  or  the 
Members  who  are  asked  to  do  things  which 
this  House  has  never  asked  its  Members 
to  do  before,  but  that  we  should  endeavour 
to  strengthen  the  grip  which  this  House 
has  upon  proposed  Private  Bill  legislation 
before  it  actually  becomes  law.  If  the 
Committee  will  let  this  Amendment  slide, 
I  will  consult  with  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  friend  whether  some  machinery  of  a 
far  more  effective  character  cannot  be  de- 
vised. The  suggestion  would  not  l>e  open 
to  the  objection  to  asking  Members  to  sit 
out  of  session  and  do  unpaid  work,  and  it 
would  at  the  same  time  have  the  effect  of 
carrying  out  the  policy  which  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  the  Leader 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


of  the  Opposition,  has  expressed  his 
desire  to  see  carried  out,  and  it  must 
meet  the  views  of  many  English 
Members  not  interested  in  the  details 
of  Scotch  legislation,  but  extremely 
anxious  that  the  control  of  this  House 
should  not  be  lost  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples under  which  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion in  this  and  all  other  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ought  to  be  conducted. 

Mr.  CRIPPS :  If  the  Committee  had 
all  along  been  met  in  the  sympathetic 
spirit  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
a  great  many  of  our  difficulties  would 
have  been  removed.  I  certainly  should 
agree  with  him  that  if  this  Amendment 
did  necessitate  the  attendance  of  Members 
of  Parliament  out  of  session  to  deal  with 
work  of  this  kind  it  would  be  a  very 
strong  objection.  But  there  is  no  such 
necessity,  because  Bills  are  deposited  by 
December  21st,  as  we  all  know.  Prob- 
ably this  tribunal  would  want  to  consider 
this  matter  about  twice  a  year,  and  that 
could  be  done  about  the  time  when  Parlia- 
ment met  and  when  it  rose — that  is,  about 
the  beginning  of  February  and  the  begin- 
ning of  August — thus  giving  two  periods 
in  the  year  when  the  matters  could  be 
considered  conveniently  for  all  concerned. 
It  is  also  very  important  that  at  the  out- 
set we  should  get  a  proper  distinction  made 
as  to  what  matters  should  come  before  the 
House.  I  hope  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  will  see  that  the  objections  to 
which  he  has  referred  do  not  really  apply 
to  this  Amendment ;  but  I  must  thank 
him  for  the  sympathetic  way  in  which  he 
has  dealt  with  the  matter. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
We  all  fully  recognise  the  way  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  House  has  dealt  with  the 
subject,  and  we  are  grateful  for  the  pro- 
mise he  has  given  with  regard  to  the 
larger  question  of  maintaining  the  control 
of  Parliament  over  what  may  be  im- 
portant legislation  contained  in  these 
private  proposals.  But  that  does  not 
affect  the  particular  proposal  before  the 
Committee,  which  is  whether  the  tribu- 
nal to  be  composed  to  determine  the 
initial  question  whether  Bills  should  pro- 
ceed in  one  way  or  in  another  should 
consist  solely  of  the  two  Chairmen.  We 
have  urged  many  arguments  against 
leaving  the  Chairmen  to  do  this  work 
alone.  We  have  asked  that  two  Members 
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—not  chosen  hy  the  Party  Whips,  but 
appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection 
or  some  other  impartial  body-  —should  be 
put  upon  the  tribunal  as  assessors  or 
assistants  to  the  two  Chairmen.  I  do 
not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
met  our  proposals,  and  we  are  not  content 
to  leave  the  matter  as  it  now  stands.  On 
the  other  hand,  after  the  disposition 
which  the  Government  has  shown  to  meet 
us,  I  should  regret  very  much  having  to 
go  to  a  Division,  and  I  would  therefore 
suggest  that  we  should  now  report  Pro- 
gress, and  when  we  meet  again  next  week 
at  the  same  point  in  the  Bill,  the  Govern- 
ment will  have  had  time  to  consider  the 
question  and  to  see  whether  our  desire 
can  be  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
any  good  would  be  gained  by  resisting  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
though  I  regret  giving  up  even  ten 
minutes  of  public  time.  I  hope  the 
House  will  consent,  when  we  resume  the 
discussion  of  this  clause,  to  rcmeml>er  that 
what  we  have  to  deal  with  is  the  question 
of  Parliamentary  control.  Whatever  we 
decide,  we  shall  do  our  best  to  meet  the 
general  views  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question, 

"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  l'rojjre^s  ;  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," 

put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again 
upon  Thursday. 

TROUT  FISHING  ANNUAL  CLOSE  TIME 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL.  [Lord*.] 

Second  Readino. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed- 

"  That  the  Bill  1*  now  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  DALZIEL:  This  Bill  has  given 
rise  to  a  very  great  deal  of  consideration. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intends  now 
to  proceed  with  the  Second  Reading,  I 
think  it  is  much  too  important  a  measure 
to  be  brought  forward  at  a  time  when  the 
House  cannot  possibly  devote  the  atten- 
tion to  it  which  its  importance  demands. 
The  Bill  is  bitterly  opposed  in  certain 
parts  of  Scotland,  although  it  may  possess 
some  good  qualities,  and  there  is  a  case  of 
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some  kind  for  the  Bill.  The  result  of  the 
inquiry  into  this  matter  was  of  a  very 
inconclusive  character,  and  there  was  a 
general  understanding  that  there  should 
be  further  inquiry  before  any  further 
.legislation  should  be  pissed.  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intend  to  meet  the 
generally  expressed  wish  of  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  matter  that  there  should 
be  some  further  tribunal  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  evidence  1  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  a  fair  man,  and  I  am  sure 
he  docs  not  wish  to  carry  a  measure  which 
has  given  rise  to  so  much  opposition  in 
different  parts  of  Scotland.  We  know 
the  advantage  of  taking  care  of  the  small 
trout,  and  in  some  parts  of  Scotland  the 
present  state  of  things  is  almost  a  crying 
scandal ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill  are  such  as  to  give  rise  to 
the  reasonable  suspicion  that  it  is  some- 
what of  a  class  measure.  In  this  Bill 
there  is  to  be  no  close  time  so  far  as 
private  proprietors  are  concerned.  My 
point  is  that  if  there  is  to  be  a  close 
time  at  all  it  ought  not  to  apply  simply 
to  places  where  our  workmen  get  the 
pleasure  of  trout  fishing,  but  it  ought 
also  to  apply  to  lochs  which  are  pri- 
vately owned  by  Highland  landlords  and 
others  throughout  Scotland.  I  have 
spoken  in  order  to  give  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  an  opportunity  of  framing  his 
answers  to  the  questions  which  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  put  to  him  in  the  interests 
of  those  who  are  concerned  in  the  Bill  

It  being  midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Del  Kite  to  be  resumed  upon  Thursday. 

LUNACY  KILL  [Louis]. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  Thursday. 

Mr.  CIIANNING  :  I  should  like  to 
ask  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  consider  this,  because  we 
ought  to  have  some  notice.  There  are 
some  very  important  changes  suggested. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  That  question 
had  better  be  directed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 
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Mi:.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  May 
I  appeal  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  to  put  down  this  Bill 
at  such  a  date  as  w  ould  enable  the  various 
local  authorities  throughout  England  and 
Wales  who  are  interested  in  some  of  its 
revisions  to  suggest  to  him  some  simple 
ut  necessary  Amendments  which  are 
contemplated.  If  any  attempt  is  made  to 
get  it  through  to-night  or  to-morrow 
night,  or  any  night  this  week,  1  should,  in 
the  interests  of  one  district  very  much 
concerned  in  it,  oppose  it ;  but,  I  believe, 
if  he  will  consult  the  local  authorities  he 
may  get  the  Bill  through  this  session. 

Second  Beading  deferred  till  Thurs- 
day. 

BATHS   AND    WASHHOUSES  ACTS 
(AMENDMENT)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  BIGWOOD  (Middlesex,  Brentford): 
This  Bill  merely  provides  that  baths  may 
be  used  for  dancing  and  so  on.  In  many 
districts  the  authorities  have  spent  large 
sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
up  baths  and  washhouses  under  what  is 
called  the  Adoptive  Act,  and  they  are 
very  anxious  indeed  to  make  some  use  of 
them  in  the  winter  months.  London 
already  possesses  that  power,  and  I  believe 
there  is  no  objection  to  other  authorities 
having  the  same. 
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Mr.  CALDWELL  :  The  use  of  public 
baths  for  the  purpose  of  entertainments  is 
a  very  important  question :  we  have 
purposely  put  a  clause  in  the  Act  restrict- 
ing such  use,  and  until  the  matter  can  lie 
discussed  in  the  House  in  a  proper  way 
this  Bill  ought  not  to  proceed. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  do  appeal  to 
the  hon.  Member  to  withdraw  his  opposi 
tion  to  this  Bill.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
ridiculous  that  we  should  have,  in  many 
cases,  a  magnificent  building  absolutely 
empty  for  the  four  or  five  winter  months, 
when  witb  a  piano  therein  we  could  get 
the  boys  and  girls  out  of  the  streets  and 
gr.  3  them  a  course  of  physical  drill  with 
simple  accompaniments,  which  ought 
charm  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  member 
for  a  Lanarkshire  constituency.  I  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Member  to  add  to  his  many 
legislative  attainments  by  getting  the 
credit  of  allowing  this  simple  Bill  to 
pass  through. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  I  object. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday. 


Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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Tuesday  13th  June  1899. 


NEW  PEER. 

The  Duke  of  Beaufort  sat  first  in 
Parliament  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
]j  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
■  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
3  from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
B  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
I  ing  Bill  nave  been  complied  with : 

J  WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS. 

I     And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Stand- 
I  ing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bui  have  been  complied  with  : 

!    ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
j  ORDERS  (No.  2). 

,     The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL. 
A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 


SOUTHPORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL.  [Lords.] 
{  Report  from  ■  the  Select  Committee, 
|  That  the  promoters  do  not  intend  to  pro- 
\  ceed  farther  with  the  Bill :  Ordered  that 
|  the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with. 

I  RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

'  WORKINGTON  CORPORATION  WATER 
\  BILL.  [Lords.] 

i  Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
'  with  Amendments. 

5    BROOKE'S  PARK  (LONDONDERRY) 
BILL.  [Lord*.] 

CARDD7F  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

KEN8INGT0N  AND  NOTTING  HILL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn :  The  orders  made  on  the 
2nd  instant  and  yesterday  discharged; 
and  Pill'  committed  for  Friday  next. 
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WATERMEN'S  AND  LIGHTERMEN'S 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
That  it  is  not  expedient  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill :  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SOUTH  •  EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
CHATHAM,  AND  DOVER  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANIES  (NEW  LINES) 
BILL. 

Read  2',  and  committed :  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

BUENOS  AYRES  AND  PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY  BILL.  [Lords.] 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Read  3',  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

CITY  AND  BRIXTON  RAILWAY  BILL 

LONDON  IMPROVEMENTS  BILL. 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKETS 
BILL. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL.; 
Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  1*, 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL 
[Lords.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, : 
with  Amendments. 

DUMBARTON  BURGH  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with   Amendments :  The  said  Amend- 
ments considered,  and  agreed  to. 

METROPOLITAN    COMMON  SCHEME 
(HARROW  WEALD)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

Read   3'  (according  to  order),  and 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL  [Lords.] 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order)>  Amendments  made  :  Standing - 
Committee  negatived:   The  Report  of 
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Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next. 


Returns,  Reports,  dr. 


996 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3'  Thursday  next. 

GAS    AND    WATER    ORDERS  CON 
FIRMATION    BILL.  [Lords.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Amendments  made  :  Standing 
Committee  negatived :  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.  12)   BILL.  [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.    13)   BILL.  [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.    15)   BILL.  [Lords.] 

Committed  to  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.    2)   BILL.  [Lords.] 

Committed  :  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING    PROVISIONAL  j 
ORDERS   (No.    2)   BILL.  I 

To  be  read  2*  on  Thursday  next :  (The  \ 
Earl  of  Dudley). 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.    7)    BILL   (No.  114). 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (BORROW- 
STOUNNESS)    BILL   (No.  115). 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  1)  BILL 
(No.  116). 


LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  (PENSIONS)  BILL 


LISBURN 


TOWN  COMMISSIONERS 
BILL, 


LISBURN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCILS 
BILL. 

Read  3*,  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 
Papers  relating  to  the  complaints  of 
British  subjects  in  the  South  African 
Republic. 

EXPLOSIVES. 

I.  (Explosion  of  Carbo-gelatine  at  Fac- 
tory near  Faversham.)  Report  to  the 
right  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  by  Colonel  A.  Ford, 
C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of 
Explosives,  on  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing an  explosion  of  carbo-gelatine  in 
course  of  manufacture,  which  occurred  at 
the  factory  of  the  Cotton  Powder  Com- 
pany, at  Uplees  Marshes,  near  Faversham, 
on  the  5th  of  May,  1899. 

II.  (Explosion  of  Percussion  Cap  at 
Factory  at  Streetly,  near  Birmingham.) 
Report  to  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  by 
Major  A.  Cooper-Key,  R.A.,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Inspector  of  Explosives,  on  the 
circumstances  attending  an  explosion  of 
percussion  caps  in  course  of  manufacture 
at  the  factory  of  the  Birmingham  Metal 
and  Munitions  Company,  Limited,  at 
Streetly,  near  Birmingham,  on  the  11th 
of  April,  1899. 

EXPLOSIVES  ACT,  1875. 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL      Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  Her 
cSeS)(HBILLN(No.  °m)  W0RKING   Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT   PROVISIONAL  I     Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
ORDER  (No.   5)  BILL   (No.    118).      :  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


INEBRIATE  REFORMA 
( RULES    FOR  MANAGE- 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL  '  CERTIFIED 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL  (No.  \  TORIES 
119).  I  MfcNT.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  Rules  made  with  the  approval  of  the 
1*,  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Departs 
Examiners.  I  ment  for  the  domestic  management  of 
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the  certified  inebriate  reformatory  at  Hor- 
field  in  the  county  of  Gloucester. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


QUESTION. 


ESTATE  DUTY. 

•The  CHAIRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  of  Morley),  who  had  upon 
the  Paper  the  following  notice : 

"  To  call  attention  to  the  fact  that,  on  the 
succession  to  an  estate  registered  in  the  Land 
Registry,  the  title  of  the  successor,  though  he 
has  pairt  all  the  estate  duties  due  from  hun,  is 
for  all  time  endorsed  with  a  notice  that  the 
estate  is  still  subject  to  an  indefinite  liability 
for  estate  duty  ;  and  to  the  effect  which  such 
an  endorsement  has  on  registered  titles  ; " 

said :  My  Lords,  I  think  I  should  explain 
that  when  I  placed  this  notice  upon  the 
Paper  of  your  Lordships'  House  I  did  so 
under  a  misapprehension.  Latterly  new 
rules  have  been  introduced  by  my  noble 
and  learned  friend  on  the  Woolsack  with 
regard  to  the  registration  of  land,  which 
really  render  my  notice  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent unnecessary ;  but  as  it  has  been  on  the 
Paper  for  several  days  I  think  it  is  desir- 
able that  I  should  say  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation of  the  reason  why  I  gave  notice 
to  call  attention  to  this  matter.  It  was 
quite  by  accident  that  I  became  aware  of 
the  mode  in  which  indefinite  liability  for 
estate  duty  is,  or  has  been  up  to  quite 
recently,  endorsed  on  registered  titles.  I 
found  myself  in  the  somewhat  unusual 
position  of  succeeding  to  a  property  which 
had  been  registered  in  the  Land  Registry, 
and  when  I  had  produced  to  the  Regis- 
trar the  receipts  from  Somerset  House 
showing  that  all  the  duties  on  the  land 
which  were  then  ascertainable  had  l>een 
paid,  I  assumed  that  my  title  would  be  a 
clear  one,  and  that  I  would  have  all  the 
advantages  which  are  supposed  to  result 
from  a  registered  title.  I  was  somewhat 
surprised  to  find  that,  although  I  was 
registered  with  absolute  title,  and  although 
I  had  paid  all  the  duties  then  ascertain- 
able, the  following  entry  was  inserted  at 
the  end  of  my  title  : 

"  The^  land  is  subject  to  such  liability  as 
may  affect  the  same  in  respect  of  the  e*tate 
duty  on  the  decease  of  the  owner." 

This,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  very  important 
matter,  because  it  defeats  the  main  object 


of  registering  titles,  which  is  to  give  the 
owner  of  the  land  a  clear  title,  and  to 
facilitate  a  transfer.    I  inquired  at  once 
as  to  when  this  notice  would  be  taken  off, 
and  was  informed  that  it  would  never  be 
taken  off.    I  then  made  further  inquiries 
as  to  the  reason  why  it  was  placed  on  a 
registered  title,  and  the  explanation  1  re- 
ceived was  this,  that  the  Succession  Duty 
Act  of  1883  and  the  Finance  Act  of  1894 
are  so  framed  that  they  leave  land  charged 
in  certain  cases  for  estate  duty  over  an  un- 
limited period,  and  that  that  liability  may 
very  often  arise,  not  from  the  will  which 
creates  the  succession,  but  from  extraneous 
circumstances  which  could  never  have  en- 
tered into  the  head  either  of  the  testator  or 
the  successor,  amongst  other  things  the  fall- 
ing in  of  long  leases  or  any  increment  to  the 
deceased  person's  estate  which  may  have 
come  from  sources  which  could  not  have 
been  imagined  at  the  time  when  the  suc- 
cession was  created.    Of  course,  this  lia- 
bility is  increased  by  the  fact  that  under 
the  Finance  Act  of  1894  any  such  incre- 
ment might  affect  the  aggregation  and 
consequently  the  rate   of   duty  which 
would  be  paid  upon  the  estate,  and  I  was 
informed  that  no  lapse  of  time  whatever 
could  free  the  holder  of  the  title  from  this 
liability.    The  actual  liability  does  not 
merely  affect  registered  land,  but  it  also 
affects  unregistered  land.    Though  this  is 
a  much  wider  question  than  the  one  to 
which  I  am  calling  the  attention  of  your 
Lordships,  which  is  confined  entirely  to 
registered  titles,  I  ventured  to  suggest 
whether,  from  the  point  of  view  of  public 
I  policy,  there  ought  not  to  be  some  period 
I  at  which  an  estate  which  has  paid  all  as- 
I  certainable  duties  should  be  free  from  any 
further  liability.    I  doubt  very  much 
I  whether  the  gain  to  the  Exchequer  is  in 
I  any  way  commensurate  with  the  vexation 
I  which  a  continuing  liability  causes,  and  the 
j  interference  with  the  free  and  easy  transfer 
I  of   land   which  such   a   liability  must 
1  inevitably  produce.    Although  this  is,  as 
I  I  have  said,  a  much  wider  question,  still  I 
venture  to  call  the  attention  of  the  noble 
,  and  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  to  it. 
I  think  it  is  a  question  which  undoubtedly 
,  deserves  consideration,  from  a  public  point 
I  of  view,  for  the  policy  of  Parliament  now 
is  to  render  land  transfer  as  easy  and  as 
,  cheap  as  possible.    For  my  own  part,  I 
|  attach  very  great  importance  to  facilitating 
transfer,  for  I  believe  by  this  means  we 
i  shall  accomplish  what  seems  to  me,  and 
I  what,  I  think,  Parliftm^Jb^@tgg{€l 
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would  be,  a  very  useful  object — we  should 
by  this  means  make  a  larger  distribution 
of  land  possible.  This  is  prevented  at 
the  present  moment  more  by  the  expense, 
trouble,  and  delays  consequent  upon  small 
transfers  than  by  any  other  cause.  This 
does  not  apply  so  much  to  large  building 
estates,  in  respect  of  which  it  is  generally 
easy  to  draw  up  a  simple  printed  form  of 
title  and  to  convey  the  land  cheaply  and 
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tainable  duties  had  been  paid.  That,  at 
least,  would  be  fair  to  owners  of  registered 
land,  and  would  place  them  in  the  same 
position,  so  far  as  liability  for  duty  goes, 
as  the  owners  of  unregistered  land.  If 
the  Government  can  see  their  way  to 
freeing  all  land,  whether  registered  or 
not,  from  liability  to  duty  after  the  efflux 
of  a  given  period,  of  course  that  would 
solve  the  question  to  my  mind  in  the  most 


easily  but  in  the  case  of  rural  estates  ;  the  j  satisfactory  way.  I  almost  hope  that  if,  as 
owner,  who  would  often  be  glad  to  sell  an  I  believe,  the  Exchequer  would  lose  a 
acre  or  two  of  land  round  a  village  or '  very  trifling  amount  of  money  by  so 
large  town,  for  the  convenience  of  the  ;  doing,  that  reform  may  be  carried  out. 
people  living  in  it,  is  del>arred  from  doing  Failing  that,  however,    such  a  small 


so  owing  to  the  expense,  trouble,  and 
delay  which  he  is  put  to  being  quite  in- 
commensurate with  the  amount  of  money 
he  would  receive  for  the  land.  I  venture 
to  think  this  is  a  question  which  is  well 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  your  Lord- 
ships. With  regard  to  registered  land,  '  that  amendment  will  be  adopted, 
the  notice  I  have  quoted  to  the  House, 
which  is  endorsed  on  the  titles,  to  the 
effect  that  the  estate  is  still  subject  to  an 
indefinite  liability  for  estate  duty,  must 
obviously  cast  a  taint  on  the  title.  At 


amendment  as  I  have  proposed  in  the 
Rules  which  have  been  so  recently  issued 
would  meet  the  point  I  have  in  my  mind, 
and  I. should  be  glad  if  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  would  give 
me  some  encouragement  to  believe  that 


♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
My  Lords,  I  desire  to  support  the  noble 
Earl  in  the  action  he  has  taken,  and 
the  views  he  has  expressed.     I  would 


any  rate,  you  do  not  get  what  you  bargain  !  remind   the  noble  and    learned  Lord 


for — namely,  an  absolutely  clean  title. 
Since  I  put  the  notice  upon  the  Paper  I 
have  had  a  communication  with  the 
Registrar  of  the  Land  Registry,  who  has 
informed  me  that  the  Rules  have  been 
largely  changed  during  the  last  year,  and 
that  amongst  the  new  Rules  which  came 
into  effect  on  the  1st  January  last  the 
following  finds  a  place  : 

"  Where  a  notice  of  liability  has  been 
entered  on  the  Register,  it  may  be  cancelled 
on  the  production  of  any  such  evidence  as  is 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  Rule." 

The  evidence  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
Rule  is  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Registrar  that  all  duty  payable  in  respect 
of  such  land  by  reason  of  the  death  of 
the  proprietor  has  been  paid  and  satis- 
fied.   That  to  a  large  extent  satisfies  me, 
and  if  I  had  known  that  the  Rule  existed 
I  should  not  have  troubled  the  House 
with  this  notice.     But  there  is  one  point 
to  which  I  should  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on 
the  Woolsack.     I  put  it  to  him  whether 
the  words  "  may  be  cancelled  "  ought  not 
to  be  "  shall  be  cancelled."     At  present 
it  is  no  one's  duty  to  cancel  the  notice. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  it  should  be  the 
duty  of  the  Registrar  to  cancel  the 
notice  after  satisfactory  evidence  has  been 
produced  to  him,  showing  that  all  the  ascer- 

The  Earl  of  Morley. 


on  the  Woolsack  that  one  of  his  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  establishing  the  Land 
Registry  was  that  it  would  make  land 
more  saleable,  but  such  will    not  be 
the  case  if,   as  the  noble    Earl  has 
pointed  out,  on  the  succession  to  an  estate 
registered  in  the  Land  Registry  the  title 
of  the  successor,  though  he  has  paid  all 
the  estate  duties,  is  for  all  time  endorsed 
with  a  notice  that  the  property  is  still 
subject  to  an  indefinite  liability  for  duty. 
There  is  another  danger,  that  of  having 
to  pay  estate  duties  again  if  the  receipts 
are  lost,  in  this  endorsement  of  a  presump- 
tion that  the  estate  is  still  liable.    I  have 
at  this  moment  a  dispute  pending  with 
the  taxing  authorities  because  with  respect 
to  a  farm,  the  land  tax  of  which  had  been 
redeemed  in  1799,  the  land  tax  of  8s.  8<L 
on  the  tithe  had,  in  1860,  been  transferred 
to  the  farm,  and  since  the  Act  of  1896, 
through  the  neglect  of  Somerset  House  to 
send  Bats  of  redeemed  lands  with  their 
circular  to  the  Land  Tax  Commissioners, 
the  tax  has  been  increased  to  £2  6s.  5d.  in 
1898,  and  to  £1  19s.  6d.  in  1899,  and  the 
Inland  Revenue  have  refused  to  return  it 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl 
of  Halsbury)  :  My  Lords,  my  noble 
friend  the  Chairman  of  Committees  has 
explained   to  your  Lordships  that  the 
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notice  was  placed  on  the  Paper  under  a 
misapprehension  ;  and  I  ought  to  say,  in 
justice  to  my  noble  friend,  that  he  was 
really  himself  the  author  of  the  Rule 
which  removed  his  objection,  because 
some  time  ago  my  noble  friend,  who  sat 
with  me  a  considerable  period  on  a  Com- 
mittee which  went  into  the  subject  of  the 
Land  Register,  was  good  enough  to  point 
out  to  me  that,  if  what  was  called  the 
Inland  Revenue  clause  was  insisted  upon 
in  its  entirety,  the  result  would  be  to 
stamp  every  transaction  in  the  Land  Re- 
gistry with  an  unknown  liability  that 
would  warn  off  everybody  from  dealing 
with  the  Registry.  I  have  had  some 
communication  with  my  right  hon.  friend 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  \Sth  June  1899. 


PUIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  HILLS.  [Lords.] 

(Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  complied  with.) 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred   on  the  First 


-----  --—  -     j-  o  -  tiic   uurus,  uuu    reierreu    on  me 

the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the  re  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
suit  of  which  is  the  Rule  my  noble  friend  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 

applicable  thereto,  have  been  compliod 
with,  viz. : — 


my 

has  read,  and  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
enough,  at  all  events  for  the  present,  to 
get  rid  of  the  difficulty.  While  the  Inland 
Revenue  were  reluctant  to  release  their 
hold  over  land  out  of  which  some  profit . 
might  accrue,  they  were,  however,  reason-  1 
able  enough  to  agree  to  this  Rule.  My 
noble    friend   the   Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees   has    taken    the    occasion    to  j 
point  out  a  defect  I  cannot  deny.  I 
agree     with    my    noble    friend    that  j 
instead  of  leaving  it  in  the  discretion  of  . 
the  Registrar  to  erase  the  mark  from  the  I 
register,  it  would  be  better  that  it  should  i 
be  an  obligation  upon  him.  Certainly 
the  Rule  is  meant  to  provide  that  it  should 
be  an  obligation  upon  him.    I  cannot  say  i 
that  I  disagree  with  my  noble  friend  as  1 
to  the  policy  of  not  insisting  on  the  ex- 1 
treme  rights  of  the  Revenue,  when  the 
great  importance  of  freeing  the  transfer 
of  land  is  taken  into  consideration.  I 
think  it  is  very  desirable  that  there  should  | 
be  some  period  of  time  at  which  it  would 
be  possible  to  remove  absolutely  any  ; 
liability  from  land  of  which  a  purchaser  \ 
for  value,  without  notice,  had  become  the 
possessor.    That  is  only  my  own  indivi- 1 
dual  view,  and  I  must  not  be  understood 
to  be  committing  my  colleagues  in  any 
way  on  the  subject.    I  can  only  say  that 
in  any  future  version  of  these  Rules 
which  I  may  be  called  upon  to  make  I  : 
shall  be  very  glad  to  see  that  the  true  | 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  Rule  referred  j 
to  shall  be  properly  expressed,  and  shall  ■ 
not  be  left  open  to  the  criticism  my  noble 
friend  has  been  good  enough  to  pass  upon  j 
it. 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes 
before  Five  o'clock,  to  Thursday 
next,  half-past  Ten  o'clock. 


GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

NORTH  EASTERN  AND  HULL  ANT) 
BARNSLEY  RAILWAYS  (JOINT 
DOCK)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

NORTH  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCUS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Queen's  Consent  signified. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INFANT  ORPHAN   ASYLUM  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

LONDON  HOSPITAL  BILL.  [Lords.] 

STOCKTON   AND  MIDDLESBROUGH 
WATER  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

DARWEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

GODALMING  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL  (by  Order.) 

Order  for  consideration,  as  amended, 

read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Order  for  the  Consideration  of 
the  Bill,  as  amended,  be  deferred  till  Thursday 
next."—  [Dr.  Farquharson.) 
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Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre-  j 
mont) :   I  beg   to  protest   against  the 
postponement  of  this  Bill  again.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  time  has  come  to  make  j 
more  than  a  formal  protest  against  these 
continual    postponements.     We   really  j 
must  make  some  effort  to  carry  on  the  j 
business  of  the  House  in  accordance  with 
the  official  programme.     I  think  it  is  my 
duty,  on  behalf  of  private  Members,  to 
protest  against  the  system  of  bringing  us 
down  here  over  and  over  again  to  con- 
sider private  business,  which  nas  been  put 
down  by  Order,  and  on  a  certain  day,  only 
to  find  that  it  has  been  postponed.  I  shall 
divide  the  House  on  the  postponement 
of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
The  Bill  has  been  postponed  by  consent  of 
all  parties,  with  a  view  to  a  possible  con- 
ference, which  will  manifestly  be  for  the 
convenience  and  interest  of  all  the 
parties. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
It  may  be  for  the  convenience  of  the 
parties  interested  in  the  Bill  to  post- 
pone it,  but  it  is  not  at  all  for  the  con- 
venience or  the  dignity  of  the  House.  In 
my  opinion,  after  so  much  patience  has 
been  shown  by  my  hon.  friend,  he  owes  it 


as  a  duty  to  himself  and  the  House  to  go 
to  a  Division. 

♦TheUNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  My  hon.  friend 
has  been  exceedingly  patient,  but  very 
serious  questions  of  principle  are  involved 
in  this  Bill,  which  ought  to  be  carefully 
considered,  and  I  do  not  think  anything 
can  be  said  against  the  postponement  for 
a  few  days. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton): 
I  am  sure  it  would  bo  very  convenient 
for  the  business  of  the  House  if  we 
were  to  insist  absolutely  in  proceeding 
with  a  Bill  when  it  is  down  by  Order. 
But  anyone  who  knows  the  House  knows 
that  very  frequently  a  Bill  on  which  there 
is  a  conflict  of  serious  issues  is  settled  out 
of  Court,  and  the  time  of  the  House  is 
greatly  saved  thereby  in  discussions  that 
may  arise  here  and  also  in  Committee  in 
another  place.  I  sincerely  hope  that  there 
will  be  no  effort  made  t»  reverse  the  pro- 
ceedings which  have  been  adopted  by  this 
House  for  a  long  time  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  of  this  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes,  168 ;  Noes, 
34.    (Division  List  No.  187.) 


Ambi  ose,  Robert 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Kt  Hon  A  H  S  (Hunts) 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Hartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bill,  Charles 
Blake,  Edward 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Buchauan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  .lames 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell.Rt.  Hn.  J  A  (Gl'agV) 
Cawfey,  Frederick 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collery,  Bernard 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colville,  John 


AYES. 

Coramins,  Andrew 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Davies,  M.  V.-  (Cardigan) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannaryne 
FitzGerald,  Sir  RobertPen  roae- 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibney,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gold&worthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Graham.  Henry  Robert 
Greene,HenryD.(Shrew8bury) 
Gunter,  Colonel 


Gurdon,  Sir  WillianiBrampton 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hanbury,  Rt,.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  Chas.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hill,  Sir  E.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Jones,  David  B.  (Swansea) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kenyon,  James 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Knowles,  Lees 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  D.  (Corn.) 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lawson.  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Edw.  H. 
Leng,  Sir  John 
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Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Long.Col.Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lowther.Rt  Hn.  J.  W.(Cumb'd) 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
MacDonnell.Dr.M.  A.  (Qu*nsC) 
MacNeill,  J.  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M-Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor,  Rt.Hon.J.  W.(Yorks.) 
MendL,  Sigismond  F. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Minch,  Matthew 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morley,Rt.Hon.J.  (Montrose) 
Morris,  Samuel 
Murnaghan,  George 
NicoL  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 


O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
CVConnor,  Jas.(Wicklow,W.) 
0' Kelly,  James 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Geo.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Pilkington,R.(Lancs,  Newton) 
Piatt- Biggins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John  (East  Gal  way) 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walter 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Saunderson.Rt.  Hn.  Col.  E.  J. 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Smith,  JaraesParker  (Lanarka) 


Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Stewart  Sir  Mark  J.  McT. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw. Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Hen.  J.  (York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  W.(Worcestersh,N. ) 
Wodehouse,RtHn.E.R.  (Bath) 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East 
Tellers  fob  the  Ayes — 

Mr.  Radcliffe  Cooke  and 

Mr.  Purvis. 


Aird,  John 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Bajley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Garfit,  William 
Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 


NOES. 

Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  E. 
Lough,  Thomas 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Calmont,  Col.  (Antrim,  E.) 
M'Killop,  James 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Nussey,  Thomas  Will  ana 


O'Neil,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Roberts,  J.  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Strachey,  Edward 
Thornburn,  Walter 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wedderburn,  Sir  WUliam 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Duncombe  and  Colonel 
Dalbiac. 


Order  for  consideration,  as  amended, 
deferred  till  Thursday. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL.    (By  Order.) 

Order  for  consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  1  now  considered,' 
in  order  to  add  the  words  4  re-committed  to  the 
former  Committee  with  respect  to  Clause  10 
{Acquisition  of  Site  of  Spital  fields  Market  by 
agreement)  and  Clause  26  (Act  not  to  autho- 
rise taking  twenty  houses  of  persons  of  the 
labouring  class  in  any  parish).'"  —  (Mr. 
Alexander  Hargr eaves  Brown.) 

Question — 

"That  the  words  'now  considered'  stand 
part  of  the  Question." 

Put,  and  negatived ;  words  added. 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  former  Com- 
mittee in  respect  of  Clause  10  (Acquisition 
of  Site  of  Spitalfields  Market,  by  agree- 
ment), and  Clause  25  (Act  not  to  authorise 
taking  twenty  houses  of  persons  of  the 
labouring  class  in  any  parish). 


DUBLIN 


CORPORATION 
(By  Order.) 


BILL. 


Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Clare,  R) : 
In  moving  that  this  Bill  be  now  con- 
sidered, I  will  not  detain  the  House  very 
long.  But  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  the 
mam  facts  of  this  important  measure 
should  be  put  before  the  House  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  Debate.  The  question  at 
issue  in  this  Bill  is  one  of  such  enormous 
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and  vital  importance  to  the  City  of  Dublin 
that  I  sincerely  trust  the  House  will 
carefully  weigh  every  aspect  of  the  question 
before  it  comes  to  a  decision.    The  ques- 
tion may  be  stated  in  a  nutshell.    It  is 
whether  Dublin,  the  metropolis  of  Ireland, 
is  to  be  permitted  by  Parliament  to  extend 
and  develop  itself  as  other  great  cities  in 
the     three     kingdoms     have  been 
permitted,  or    whether   it   is   to  be 
for  ever  handicapped  by  the  refusal  of  the 
application  of  those  principles  which,  in 
similar  circumstances,  have  been  freely 
applied  to  scores  of  other  great  cities  on 
this  side  of  the  channel.    This  Bill  is 
bitterly  opposed,  as  the  House  will  find 
out  in  the  course  of  the  Debate,  but  I 
make  the  assertion  that  it  is  opposed  not 
one    whit   more   bitterly    than  were 
similar  Bills  in  the  past  which  dealt  with 
English  or  Scotch  cities,  and  I  feel  per- 
fectly   sure    that    when    the  House 
of  Commons  grasps  the  main  facts  of 
this  case,  it  will  not  refuse  the  Bill  a  second 
reading.    I  propose  to  deal  very  briefly 
with  the  main  objections  which  have 
been  urged  against   the   Bill   up  to 
the  present,  and  which  now  will  be 
urged  over  again  in  the  course  of  this 
Debate.    But  before  doing  so  I  desire, 
very  briefly  indeed,  to  state  to  the  House 
the  main  points  which  I  urge  in  support 
of  this  measure.    First  of  all,  let  me 
remind  the  House  that  this  extension  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  no 
new  question.    In  the  year  1880,  nearly 
20  years  ago,  a  Royal  Commission  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  whole  of 
this  subject.    The  Commission  was  a 
capable  one.    No  one  has  ever  accused  it 
of  not  being  a  thoroughly  impartial  one. 
It  held  an  extended  inquiry,  and  took 
evidence  from  all  classes  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  in  the  result  it  unanimously 
approved  of  the  addition  of  the  town- 
ships to  the  city,  such  as  is  now  proposed. 
It  may  be  asked,  bow  can  we  explain 
the  delay  which  has  occurred  since  the 
finding  of  that  Commission  in  1880.  I 
am  not  sure  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  go 
into  that  question,  but  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, it  might  be  a  fair  thing  to  say  that 
your  'System  of  governing  Irish  private 
business  in  this  House,  with  its  enormous 
expense  and  its  attendant  risk  of  matters 
being  decided  by  people  not  acquainted 
with  the  facts  and  the  locality,  may 
"possibly  be  the  reason  of  this  delay. 
However  that  may  be,  the  finding  of  the 
Commission  stands,  and  it  is  on  record 

Mr.  John  Redmond. 


that  there  has  been  a  unanimous  decision 
in  support  of  this  measure.  The  position 
of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  absolutely  unique, 
and  it  presents  a  stronger  case  for  the 
annexation  of  these  township  than  ever 
came  under  the  cognisance  of  Parliament 
The  area  of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  strictly 
limited  ;  it  is  3,807  acres,  and  the  average 
of  population  per  acre  is  something  like 
64.  It  is  horribly  congested  in  some  of 
its  districts.  Let  me  remind  the  House 
that  the  average  of  population  per  acre  in 
Bradford  is  only  20,  in  Sheffield  17,  and 
in  Hull  25.  At  present  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  has  no  power  to  erect  work- 
men's dwellings  outside  the  city  limits, 
and  this  very  fact  has  the  result  that 
when  there  is  land  suitable  and  available 
for  such  a  purpose,  the  knowledge  that 
the  Corporation  cannot  go  outside  inevit- 
ably raises  the  price  to  an  absolutely  pro- 
hibitive point.  Again,  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view,  the  case  in  support  of  this 
Bill  is  overwhelming.  It  is  of  vital  im- 
portance to  have  one  central  sanitary 
authority  in  all  large  centres  of  population. 
Yet  the  sanitary  position  of  affairs  in 
Dublin  is  absolutely  intolerable.  Three 
of  the  townships  opposed  to  this 
amalgamation  do  not  come  under 
the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Act,  and  the  result  is  that  under  the 
present  system  virulent  disease  may  be 
poured  into  the  city.  Dublin  is  now 
expending  half  a  million  sterling  on  a 
great  scheme  of  main  drainage.  Three  of 
these  townships  have  practically  no 
adequate  or  proper  system  of  drainage, 
while  the  others  have  a  most  imperfect 
system  which  consists  of  discharging  crude 
sewage  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liffey,  with 
the  result  that  every  incoming  tide  drives 
that  sewage  up  the  river.  Is  it  likely 
that  the  Corporation  will  allow  their  large 
expenditure  to  be  nullified  by  the  action 
of  these  two  townships  1  All  precedents 
are  in  favour  of  this  measure.  Dublin  is 
the  only  city  of  importance  in  the  three 
kingdoms  which  has  not  had  its  area 
extended  since  1840.  Parliament  has 
always  acted  on  clearly  defined  principles 
with  regard  to  these  matters.  Wherever 
the  populations  sought  to  be  amalgamated 
have  not  grown  really  from  one  centre, 
where  there  has  been  no  real  business 
connection  or  community  of  interest, 
no  doubt  in  the  past  claims  of  this 
kind  have  been  refused  ;  but  in  such  cases 
it  was  shown  that  there  was  absolutely 
no   community   of    interest,  and  that 
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each  individual  community  was  separate. 
But  in  such  cases  as  I  know  of,  where  one 
population  was  merely  the  overflow  of 
another,  and  where  the  manufactures, 
business,  and  commerce  and  interests 
were  the  same — in  such  cases,  I  say,  the 
principle  has  been  applied  freely  by 
Parliament  of  permitting  this  amalgama- 
tion. This  has  happened  in  the  cases  of 
many  of  the  large  towns  of  this  country 
— in  Southampton,  Cheltenham,  Man- 
chester, Devonport,  Plymouth,  and 
Bristol,  and  a  number  of  other  cities — 
and  I  say  respectfully  to  the  House  of 
Commons  that  it  would  be  an  unreason- 
able thing  if,  insisting  as  you  do  upon 
bringing  Irish  Private  Bill  legislation,  at 
enormous  cost,  up  to  here  in  England, 
you  refuse  to  apply  the  same  principle 
to  Irish  Bills  as  you  do  to  English  and 
Scotch  measures.  No  one  can  deny — 
it  was  not  sought  to  be  denied  before  the 
Committee — that  the  population  in  the 
townships  is  a  mere  overflow  of  Dublin  it- 
self. The  community  is  practically  the 
same.  All  the  businesses,  and  manufactures, 
and  commerce  are  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
it  is  a  significant  and  interesting  fact  that 
every  day  the  tramcare  alone  bring  into 
the  city  from  the  suburbs,  etc.,  45,000 
people.  That  is  leaving  out  of  account 
those  who  come  by  the  suburban  trains 
and  on  foot.  This  population,  which 
comes  every  day  from  the  suburbs  to 
the  city,  is  absolutely  dependent  upon 
the  city  for  its  business,  for  its  sup- 
port, and  for  its  very  existence,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  monstrous 
thing  that  this  population  does  not  at  the 
present  moment  in  any  degree  share  the 
common  burdens.  I  want  the  House  for 
a  moment  to  consider  what  are  the  main 
advantages  that  this  population  of  the 
suburbs  derives  from  its  connection  with 
the  City  of  Dublin,  and  enjoys  without 
making  any  contribution  towards  the 
eost.  In  these  suburbs  there  is  not  a 
market  of  any  sort.  The  markets  are  all 
in  the  city,  but  they  are  used  by  the 
suburbs,  and  surely  it  is  an  unreasonable 
thing  to  say  that  the  suburbs  shall  have 
absolute  immunity  from  any  share  in  the 
expense.  There  are  no  baths  or  wash- 
houses  in  the  suburbs.  These  institutions 
are  maintained  at  the  cost  of  the  city, 
and  within  the  city  boundaries.  In  all 
these  townships  running  round  Dublin 
there  is  only  one  library,  and  that  is  a 
small  one,  which  hardly  deserves  the 
name ;  whereas  the  City  of  Dublin  sup- 


plies magnificent  libraries,  supported  at 
the  cost  of  the  city,  and,  of  course,  used  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  townships.  I  ought 
to  say  that  down  by  the  harbour  there  is 
a  little  technical  school,  but  the  great 
technical  school  is  in  the  City  of  Dublin, 
and  maintained  by  the  city,  and  it  is  an 
interesting  fact  that  one-third  of  the  total 
number  of  pupils  in  that  institution  have 
been  shown  to  come  from  Rathmines  and 
Pembroke.  Yet  when  asked  to  make  a 
contribution  these   townships  refuse  to 

five  one  shilling.  How  about  the 
ospitals  1  The  city  authorities  contri- 
bute towards  the  hospitals  within  the  city 
area  a  sum  of  about  £6,000  annually. 
There  is  only  one  hospital  outside  the 
city.  It  is  just  outside  the  limits — about 
50  yards  or  so  without  the  boundary — 
and  technically  within  one  of  the  town- 
ships. Yet  the  Corporation  of  Dublin 
contributes  towards  its  support  three 
times  the  amount  contributed  by  any 
township.  These  hospitals  are,  of  course, 
availed  of  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ships. Therefore,  I  say  it  would  be  a 
monstrous  thing  if  the  present  state  of 
things  were  allowed  to  continue,  and  the 
townships  were  exempted.  The  same 
thing  may  be  said  as  to  the  roads.  The 
roads  used  by  this  vast  population  in 
coming  in  to  their  business  are,  of  course, 
maintained  by  the  city.  It  seems  to  me 
that  these  facts  in  themselves  constitute  an 
overwhelming  case  in  support  of  the  BilL 
What  are  the  main  objections  urged  1 
First  of  all,  we  are  told  that  the  town- 
ships object.  Of  course  the  townships 
object  to  being  obliterated.  It  is  only 
human  nature.  It  is  a  singular  thing 
that  no  similar  measure  applying  to 
England  or  Scotland  was  ever  carried 
without  being  opposed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  suburbs  proposed  to  be  included. 
But  on  this  question  I  am  not  at  all 
satisfied  that  the  opposition  of  the  town- 
ships is  anything  like  unanimous. 
Recently,  since  the  Bill  passed  in  Com- 
mittee, a  great  deal  of  attention  naturally 
has  beeYi  directed  to  it  in  Dublin  and  the 
suburbs,  and  it  is  interesting  to  see  that 
within  the  last  few  days  a  memorial, 
signed  by  more  than  two  -  thirds 
of  the  electors  of  one  of  these  town- 
ships, has  been  presented  to  the  authori- 
ties, and  memorials  signed  by  25  to  50 
per  cent,  of  the  electors  of  other  town- 
ships. It  is  true  that  the  bodies  which 
represent  these  townships  object,  but  I 
would  like  to  point  out  that  although 
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some  time  ago  an  undertaking  was  given 
that  a  plebiscite  should  be  taken  in  each 
locality,  that  promise  has  not  been  carried 
out.  I  believe  that  at  this  moment  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ships are  in  favour  of  this  measure. 
The  next  objection  taken  is  that  the 
townships  are  not  having  adequate  repre- 
sentation on  the  new  Corporation,  and 
will  not  have  their  interests  safeguarded. 
That  was  an  objection  which  apparently 
weighed  very  heavily  on  the  Committee, 
and  to  endeavour  to  meet  it  the  Com- 
mittee inserted  in  the  Bill  a  provision 
giving  the  townships  a  representation 
greater  than  that  to  which  they  would  be 
numerically  entitled.  In  a  Corporation  of 
about  eighty  members  I  am  informed  the 
townships  would  be  entitled  to  about 
sixteen  members.  The  Committee  have 
inserted  in  the  Bill  a  provision  that  they 
are  to  have  twenty-eight  members.  There 
is  also  another  fact  to  be  borne  in  mind  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  At  the 
present  moment  there  are  in  the  Corpora- 
tion no  less  than  fifteen  members  who  re- 
side and  are  the  largest  ratepayers  in  the 
townships,  and  who  include  some  of  the 
richest  business  men  in  Dublin.  Is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  these  men  would 
sacrifice  their  own  interests  or  the 
interests  of  the  townships  in  which 
they  reside  ?  Accordingly,  therefore,  the 
townships  will  be  represented  in  the  Cor- 
poration to  the  extent  of  about  half  its 
number  of  members.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  disposes  altogether  of  the  fear 
that  the  interests  of  the  townships  would 
be  sacrificed  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 
Then,  again,  the  objection  is  taken  that  the 
first  thing  the  new  city  would  do  would 
be  to  raise  the  rates  and  destroy  the 

Erosperity  of  the  townships.  I  do  not 
elieve  there  is  the  slightest  danger  of 
that.  As  everyone  knows,  the  valuation 
of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  ridiculously 
inadequate.  That  is  not  true  of  the 
townships,  the  valuation  of  which  is,  of 
course,  more  recent.  It  has  been  shown 
before  the  Committee  that  the  valuation 
of  the  city  is  from  20  per  cent,  to 
25  per  cent,  too  low,  and  a  calcula- 
tion has  been  laid  before  the  Committee 
that  on  a  revaluation  of  the  old  area  it 
would  be  possible  to  raise  the  sum  re- 
quired for  the  government  of  the  new 
area  by  imposing  a  rate  scarcely,  if  at  all, 
larger  than  the  rate  paid  at  present  by 
some  of  the  townships.  That  question 
may,  however,  be  left  on  one  side,  because 
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the  Committee  strongly  insisted  and  in- 
serted a  provision  in  the  Bill  that  the  new 
Corporation  should  not  be  allowed  to  raise 
the  rates  in  Pembroke  and  Rathmines  for 
ten  years  after  the  passing  of  the  BilL 
My  information  is  that  the  usual  limit  in 
English  cases  where  it  has  been  put  in  at 
all  nas  been  five  years ;  but  in  this  Bill,  in 
order  to  meet  the  fears  and  susceptibilities 
of  the  townships,  ten  years  has  been  put 
in.  In  face  of  that,  I  fail  to  see  what  objec- 
tion can  be  raised  on  the  question  of  ratine. 
Of  course,  there  is  another  objection — I  do 
not  know  whether  I  ought  to  mention  it, 
because  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  will  be 
mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite — the  political  objection.  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
mention  it,  because  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  it  is  a  misfortune  to  drag  these 
political  questions  into  matters  of  this 
sort.  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  case 
going  to  be  that,  forsooth,  because  the 
majority  of  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  are, 
not  unnaturally,  Nationalist,  therefore  they 
are  to  be  treated  on  a  different  principle  to 
every  other  city  in  England  and  Scotland, 
and  that  they  are  not  to  be  trusted  to 
deal  fairly  with  their  fellow-citizens  t  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  an  Irishman,  and 
I  nope  he  will  not  put  forward  any  such 
contention.  But  if  he  does,  I  appeal 
confidently  to  the  House  of  Commons 
— to  men  on  that  side  as  well  as  on 
this — not  to  listen  to  any  such  reason  for 
rejecting  a  measure  of  this  kind.  If  this 
measure  is  justified  on  the  grounds  I  have 
mentioned,  if  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  if  it  is  not  for  the  injury 
of  the  townships,  if  it  is  in  accordance 
with  precedent  and  with  the  principle 
which  has  been  applied  to  other  cities, 
then  I  say  it  would  be  a  disgraceful  thing 
for  the  House  of  Commons  to  reject  the 
Bill  on  the  ground  that  the  majority  of 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin  happen  to 
differ  in  their  political  opinions  from  the 
majority  of  the  Members  of  this  House, 
and  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the 
fair-mindedness  of  individual  Members 
to  believe  that  any  such  reason  as 
that  will  influence  their  decision.  I 
ought  to  apologise  for  speaking  so 
long,  but  I  thought  it  right  to  put 
the  main  facts  before  the  House  at 
the  commencement  of  the  debate.  In 
conclusion,  I  call  upon  the  House  to  rest 
the  case  of  Dublin  on  the  same  principle 
on  which  it  rested  the  cases  of  other  great 
cities  which  in  recent  years  have  had 
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their  boundaries  extended  under  similar 
circumstances.  I  call  on  the  House 
further  to  stand  by  the  finding  of  its  own 
Committee.  This  Bill  has  been  adopted 
by  a  Committee,  and  while  on  this  point 
I  may  say  that  nothing  new  came  out 
before  that  Committee  during  the  long 
dreary  days  of  evidence.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  opponents  of  this  Bill  will  be 
able  to  adduce  one  single  new  argument 
against  it  from  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Committee.  They  had  all 
their  arguments  and  objections  ready 
at  the  time  of  the  Second  Reading. 
I  submit,  if  that  be  true,  that  their  effort 
to  destroy  this  Bill  should  have  been 
made  on  the  Second  Heading.  They 
allowed  the  Second  Reading  to  go  without 
Debate.  The  Bill  then  went  before  the 
Committee,  and  after  the  expenditure  of 
thousands  and  thousands  and  thousands 
of  pounds  on  behalf  of  all  the  people 
concerned,  they  come  down  here  at  this 
stage,  after  the  Committee,  and  urge 
objections  which  were  just  as  well  known 
and  just  as  apparent  to  them  at  the  time 
of  the  Second  Reading  and  before-  any 
expense  was  incurred. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  wish  to  say  why  the  Bill  was  not 
opposed  on  the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  It  is  not 
worth  while  to  interrupt  now,  as  I  am 
finishing,  but  one  reason  undoubtedly 
was,  that  none  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  now 
opposed  to  the  Bill  were  present. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON:  I  was 
present. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Well,  al- 
though the  hon.  Member  is  a  host  in 
himself,  he  is  not  sufficient  to  make  a 
successful  effort  to  defeat  this  Bill.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  sincerely  trust  the 
House  will  take  a  broad-minded  and  im- 
partial view  of  this  matter,  and  will  pass 
the  Bill  by  a  large  majority. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  Bill  be  now  considered." — (>/r. 
John  Redmond.) 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University): 
I  think  the  last  statement  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  is  one  that  is 
worthy  of  some  observation.  He  asked 
what  would  appear  to  be  a  very  pertinent 


question,  viz.,  why,  if  we  oppose  this  Bill 
now,  we  did  not  oppose  it  on  the  Second 
Reading.  I  think  the  question  admits 
of  a  very  simple  answer.  When  I  tell 
the  House  that  this  is  a  Bill  for  the 
extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  which  now  consists  of 
about  3,800  acres,  and  that  it  is  proposed 
by  the  Bill  to  add  something  like  18,000 
acres,  it  will  see  that  it  was  impossible  for 
us  who  were  interested  in  many  parts  of 
this  Bill  to  know  what  case  would  be 
made  before  the  Committee  as  to  why 

j  certain  portions  of  that  18,000  acres  com- 
prising nearly  the  whole  of  the  County  of 
Dublin  were  required.  If  we  who  are 
interested  in  the  development  of  the 
townships  were  to  oppose  the  Bill  on  the 
Second  Reading  we  would  be  told  that 
we  were  only  dealing  with  6,000  acres  out 
of  18,000  acres,  and  we  would  be  asked 
why  should  not  the  Committee  con- 
sider what  portion  of  the  remaining 
12,000  acres  ought  to  be  added  to  the 
city,  so  that  any  opposition  on  our  part 
would  have  been  premature.  Now  that 
the  Bill  comes  before  the  House,  having 
passed  the  Committee,  and  having  included 
the  township — which  was  our  main  ob- 
jection— and  when  we  know  that  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  would  accept  no 
compromise  which  did  not  include  the 
townships,  then  I  say  we  are  justified  in 
asking  the  House  to  reject  the  Bill  at 
this  stage.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
Committee — which  was  a  Committee  of 
four — passed  the  Bill.  That,  in  a  sense, 
is  true  ;  but  I  think  the  House  ought  to 
know  that  a  Bill  of  such  vital  import- 
ance to  the  City  and  County  of  Dublin 
only  passed  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Chairman,  the  Chairman  under  the  cir- 
cumstances voting  twice.  The  Committee 
were  evenly  divided,  and  the  preamble  of 
the  Bill  was  only  passed  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Chairman.  If  one  of  the 
other  Members  who  differed  from  him 
had  been  in  the  chair,  the  result  would 
have  been  directly  opposite.  Therefore 
it  is  not  exactly  accurate  to  insist,  as  is 
often  done,  that  the  Bill  has  the  entire 
sanction  of  the  Committee  at  its  back. 

j  The  Bill  proposes  to  add  to  the  City  of 

|  Dublin  five  separate  townships  in  the 
suburbs  of  Dublin,  which  contain  in  all 
over  6,000  acres  and  have  a  population  of 

j  between  70,000  and  80,000  people. 
Taking  the  extreme  distance  from  one 
part  to  the  other,  it  M  ould  be  something 
like  eight  to  ten  miles,  so  that  the  House 
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will  see  that  the  interests  of  the  out- 
lying suburbs,  separated  as  they  are  by 
such  a  distance  from  north  to  south,  have 
absolutely  nothing  in  common  whatever. 
Up  to  this  they  have  had  their  separate 
governments.  In  relation  to  these  five 
townships  this  Bill  proposes  to  abolish  | 
the  five  existing  Corporations  which  have 
been  set  up  by  Acts  of  Parliament — one 
of  them  under  an  Act  passed  as  far  back 
as  1847,  which  has  been  extended  by  a 
number  of  succeeding  Acts.  That  town- 
ship contains  about  32,000  inhabitants. 
Pembroke  Corporation  has  been  in  ex- 
istence as  a  separate  Corporation  since 
1863,  and  the  remaining  three  have  been 
in  existence  since  1869,  1878,  and  1867 
respectively,  the  whole  containing  about 
18,000  acres.  It  is  a  strong  thing  to  say 
that  they  should  be  abolished,  but  it  is 
especially  strong — and  here  I  differ  entirely 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  the  House — to  ask  us  to  abolish 
these  Corporations  when  each  and  every 
one  of  them  objects  to  be  annexed  to  the 
City  of  Dublin.  We  are  told  that 
all  through  England  and  Scotland  it  has 
been  the  practice  for  great  cities  to  take 
in  the  areas  adjoining  them,  but  I  doubt 
whether  a  single  case  can  be  pointed  out 
where  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
objected.  The  great  cities  always  managed 
to  get  on  good  terms  with  the  suburbs. 
Over  and  over  again  this  House  has 
rejected  proposals  to  annex  outlying 
municipalities  when  those  municipal 
bodies  objected  to  be  annexed.  The 
strongest  case  is  Glasgow,  where  one 
suburb  was  kept  out  for  a  long  time, 
although  Glasgow  is  one  of  the  best 
governed  cities  of  the  day.  The  extra- 
ordinary part  of  the  matter  now  before 
the  House  is  this,  that  of  the  five  town- 
ships proposed  to  be  annexed,  each  of 
them  appeared  before  the  Committee  and 
objected.  And  when  we  are  told  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  that  he  believes 
the  majority  of  the  electors  in  these 
townships  are  really  in  favour  of  this 
annexation,  I  think  it  is  a  very  strong 
thing  for  him  to  say,  for  this  reason — that 
since  the  Dublin  Corporation  announced 
that  they  were  going  to  promote  this 
Bill  we  have  had  elections  in  the  various 
townships  under  the  Local  Government 
•Act  passed  a  year  ago,  and  the  main 
plank  in  the  platform  was  annexation 
or  non-annexation  to  Dublin,  and  not  one 
of  these  townships  is  in  favour  of  it 
as  at  present  governed.  The  Lord  Mayor 
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of  Dublin  offered  himself  as  a  candidate, 
and  he  was  rejected,  and  under  the  ex- 
tended franchise  set  up  by  the  Act  of  last 
year  all  the  old  former  Commissioners 
were  re-elected  to  the  urban  districts, 
every  one  of  them  being  absolutely 
pledged  to  oppose  this  annexation.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tells  us  that  a 
large  petition  has  been  signed  saying  the 
opposition  has  been  withdrawn  ;  but  it  was 
only  sent  down  yesterday,  it  has  been 
largely  signed  by  illiterates,  and  there  is 
no  way  of  testing  the  signatures.  The 
Corporation  of  the  Pembroke  township 
had  the  matter  before  it,  and  passed  a 
resolution  that  it  would  still  oppose  this 
annexation.  May  I  remind  the  House 
that  we  are  now  discussing  this  question, 
although  only  last  year  we  confirmed,  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  those  public  bodies, 
and  we  are  now  asked,  in  this  legislation 
by  a  Private  Bill,  to  put  an  end  to  these 
municipal  bodies,  which  have  only  been, 
under  the  franchise  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  in  existence  a  few  months,  and 
throw  the  whole  government  of  the  City 
of  Dublin  into  a  state  of  anarchy  and 
confusion.  I  may  be  asked  why  these 
townships  objected  to  be  annexed  by  the 
City  of  Dublin ;  they  did  so  because  these 
townships  have  grown  up  and  flourished 
and  become  prosperous  under  the  ex- 
cellent government  to  which  they  have 
been  subject  from  the  first  period  of  their 
existence,  and  they  now  compare  favour- 
ably with  any  great  cities  of  the  Empire. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not 
unnatural,  and  it  is  not  surprising, 
that  [the  people  who  represent  these 
townships  should  ask  to  be  left  to  govern 
themselves.  Take  the  case  of  Rath- 
mines,  where,  at  the  present  moment, 
they  have  21  representatives  whose  sole 
business  is  to  attend  to  the  government  of 
Rathmines.  Under  this  Bill  they  will 
have  eight  members  in  a  house  of  90 
members,  who  will  not  have  to  confine 
their  attention  to  the  business  of  the  par- 
ticular township,  but  to  the  whole  of  the 
city  to  which  I  have  called  attention. 
Another  thing  is  that  in  municipal  affairs 
each  community  desires  to  govern  itself. 
My  hon.  friend  says  that  is  a  Home  Rule 
policy;  I  should  like  to  hear  his  senti- 
ments as  to  putting  an  end  to  it.  This 
looks  like  an  anti-Home  Rule  policy.  But 
the  whole  tendency  of  the  people  has 
been,  so  far  from  extending  areas,  that 
they  should  have  a  local  government 
conversant  with  their  own  local  needs, 
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which  can  be  looked  after  without  their 
being  complicated  with  other  questions. 
I  ani  not  going  into  the  political  aspect 
of  this  case  ;  I  have  not  the  least  intention 
of  so  doing,  although  a  great  deal  might 
be  said  upon  it.  We  have  enough  to 
do  without  touching  that  aspect  at  all.  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  House  upon  what  is 
founded  the  claim  of  the  Dublin  Corpora- 
tion to  annex  these  townships,  and  I  put 
the  further  question,  and  I  ask  those  who 
support  this  Bill  to  mention  a  single 
advantage  which  will  accrue  to  these 
various  townships  from  this  annexation 
by  the  City  of  Dublin.  Viewing 
the  whole  of  the  evidence,  all  I  can 
say  is  that  they  have  not  put  forward 
one  single  advantage  which  would  be 
gained  by  the  townships  being  annexed 
to  the  City  of  Dublin.  I  know  that  in 
dealing  with  these  questions  the  main 
ground  put  forward  is  that  the  portions 
to  be  annexed  have  been  badly  governed, 
but  does  anybody  suggest  that  here  ?  I 
do  not  want  to  say  anything  against  the 
Dublin  Corporation,  but  I  may  make  this 
comparison,  that  all  these  townships  have 
been  governed  as  well  as  Dublin,  and  in 
respect  of  many  things  they  have  been 
governed  l)etter.  No  justification  for 
annexing  them  was  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  Pember  said  this  : 

"  Now,  I  say  at  once,  we  do  not  ask  to  bring 
in  such  places  as  Rathmines  and  Pembroke  on 
account  of  their  niiwgovernment,  or  on 
account  of  any  special  danger  to  Dublin  there- 
from ;  that  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  the  only 
or  by  any  means  the  main  reason  for  annexa- 
tions of  this  kind.  I  quite  admit  that  when 
you  have  misgovern  men  t  and  consequent 
danger  to  the  parent  community  it  is  a  very 
great  aggravation  of  the  reasons  for  which  you 
should  bring  them  in,  but  the  real  theoretical 
reasons,  the  reasons  of  principle,  remain  beside, 
behind,  and  beyond  all  that. 


the   same  page,  Mr. 


Further  on,  on 
Pember  says : 

"I  rely  on  what  is  now,  I  venture  to  say,  a 
matter  of  well  established  principle,  and  that 
is  that  contiguous  populations  which  have 
grown  and  spread  from  a  common  urban 
centre  ought  to  be  united  for  the  purpose  of 
municipal  government. " 

(Cheers.)  Yes,  but  where  does  heproduce 
his  instances  in  favour  of  that  ?  The  only 
instances  in  which  it  has  been  done  against 
the  will  of  the  municipality  have  been  cases 
where  there  were  charges  of  misgovern- 
ment.  That  is  the  strength  of  my  case. 
Where  a  community  is  well  governed  and 
flourishing  and  prosperous,  no  advantage 


can  be  gained,  and  naturally  they  object  to 
it.  That  is  an  overwhelming  argument 
against  it.  Now  gaining  no  advantage, 
what  are  the  disadvantages  1  They  will 
have  a  great  liability  put  upon  them  by  the 
City  of  Dublin  which  it  has  previously  in- 
curred, their  rates  being  far  below  the 
rates  of  that  city.  The  first  proposal  in 
the  Bill  is  that  the  property  should  be 
revalued,  and  the  non.  and  learned 
Member  says  that  when  it  is  revalued  the 
valuation  will  be  increased,  and  that 
means  that  the  rates  of  the  townships 
will  go  up,  and  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
ferential rates  for  ten  years  the  statement 
is  beautifully  misleading,  because  they 
will  go  and  borrow  money,  and  that 
money  will  have  to  be  repaid,  and 
the  money  with  which  to  repay  the 
loans  will  have  to  go  upon  the  rates. 
What  is  the  debt  of  the  City  of  Dublin  1 
Very  nearly  two  millions.  And  what  is 
the  debt  of  the  whole  of  the  five  town- 
ships put  together  ?    About  £490,000. 


An  Hon.  Member:  What 
population  ? 


is  the 


Mr.  CAESON:  About  80,000,  and 
you  are  asked  to  put  upon  these, 
townships  a  share  of  the  £1,899,905  debt 
which  has  been  incurred  by  the  Corpora- 
tion. One  of  these  townships  has  power  to 
borrow  many  thousands,  which  it  has  never 
been  found  necessary  to^exercise  at  all. 
If  the  Corporation  take  it  over  they  can 
immediately  exercise  it,  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  township  for  which  it  was  given  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  for  the  benefit  of 
other  parts  of  Dublin.  Then  there  is, 
another  disadvantage.  You  have  five 
townships  with  separate  officers  to  look, 
after  the  interests  of  the  people— surveyors, 
inspectors,  and  various  officers  of  the 
kind.  All  these  people  are  to  be  dis- 
missed the  moment  those  five  townships 
are  abolished.  It  is  said  that  they  will  get 
compensation  under  the  Bill.  They  get 
some  kind  of  compensation  under  the  Bill, 
which  will  have  to  be  borne  by  the  town- 
ships just  as  W3ll  as  by  the  city ;  and  then 
you  will  have  the  salaries  of  all  the  new 
officers,  who  will  be  elected  by  the  Dublin 
Corporation  in  their  own  peculiar  way, 
thrown  just  as  much  upon  the  townships 
as  upon  the  city.  Lastly,  you  will  have 
these  people,  who  have  always  objected 
to  being  made  political  bodies,  made  part 
of  one  of  the  strongest  political  institutions 
which  exist  in  Ireland,  namely^  the  Cor- 
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poration  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  I  do 
submit  to  the  House  that  upon  these 
grounds  we  have  shown  an  overwhelming 
case  why  this  Bill  should  not  be  allowed 
to  pass  this  House,  and  why  these  town- 
ships should  not  be  interfered  with.  Just 
let  me  say  a  word  or  two  as  regards  the 
townships  under  the  present  system.  In 
Rathmines,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1847 — and  I  would  like  to  point  out 
that  those  incorporations  were  passed 
without  any  protest  whatever  from  the 
City  of  Dublin — the  population  at  the 
time  of  incorporation  was  9,640  ;  at  the 
present  moment  it  is  32,000.  In  1847 
the  rateable  value  was  £40,000 ;  at  the 
present  moment  it  is  £140,000.  Now,  Sir, 
Kathmines,  in  every  single  particular,  is 
absolutely  independent  of  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin.  The  authorities  gain  nothing 
from  them ;  they  ask  nothing  from  them. 
They  have  no  working  arrangements  with 
them  of  any  kind ;  and  they  are  abso- 
lutely independent  in  every  particular. 
Their  water  supply  has  been  provided  at 
a  cost  of  £200,000,  and  they  have  spent 
considerable  sums  in  obtaining  the  electric 
light.  All  these  undertakings  are  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  over  by  the  Corporation, 
and  instead,  as  I  said  before,  of  having 
these  matters  attended  to  by  their  own 
local  representatives,  all  they  will  have 
will  be  a  representation  of  eight  out  of 
90  members,  who  will  constitute  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin  under  the  new 
Bill.  Passing  to  Pembroke,  I  find  that  it 
was  incorporated  in  1 863.    It  then  had  a 

Eopulation  of  13,000  ;  it  has  now  a  popu- 
ition  of  25,000.  In  1863  the  rateable 
valuation  was  £58,000  j  it  is  now 
£111,000.  Since  Pembroke  was  incorpo- 
rated a  township  something  like 
£1,000,000  has  been  spent  on  houses 
and  on  the  improvement  of  the 
township,  besides  a  large  amount  in 
electric  lighting.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  moves  that  this  Bill  be  con- 
sidered spoke  of  the  want  of  drainage  in 
some  of  these  townships.  I  think  it  is 
somewhat  audacious  of  anybody  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  Dublin  Corporation  to 
mention  in  this  House  the  drainage  of 
any  other  Corporation.  If  there  is  one 
matter  more  than  another  which  is  an 
absolute  disgrace  to  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin,  it  is  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  neglected  the  drainage  of  the  city. 
Let  me  tell  you  something  of  the  history 
of  the  drainage  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
particularly  in  relation  to  Pembroke  and 
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Rathmines.  As  far  back  as  1871  a  Com- 
mittee sat  with  reference  to  the  drainage 
of  Dublin  and  the  surrounding  townships. 
In  1871  the  Dublin  Corporation  were 
authorised  to  make  a  system  of  main 
drainage,  not  merely  for  Dublin  but  for 
the  surrounding  townships.  What  did 
they  do  ?  Nothing.  Pembroke  and 
Rathmines,  having  waited  for  some 
years  to  see  if  anything  would  be 
done,  came  to  this  House  and  got  a  Bill 
to  carry  out  their  own  main  drainage  at 
considerable  expense.  They  spent  upon 
main  drainage  something  like  £100,000, 
and  those  are  two  of  the  townships  which 
you  are  now  asked  to  annex.  They  have 
repaid  by  means  of  a  sinking  fund  some- 
thing like  £14,000  or  £15,000,  and  there 
has  been  no  complaint  of  the  drainage  of 
Pembroke  or  Rathmines,  while  the  drain- 
age system  of  Dublin  has  stood  where 
it  was,  and  is  only  now  being  carried  out 
after  a  lapse  of  some  28  years.  And, 
Pembroke  and  Rathmines  having  got 
this  system  of  drainage  at  enormous  ex- 
pense, you  are  now  asked,  by  one  provi- 
sion of  this  Bill,  to  dissolve  their  Drainage 
Board  and  to  permit  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Dublin  to  take  over  this 
system  of  drainage  which  deals  only  with 
those  two  townships,  and  which  has  been 
erected  for  their  own  benefit.  The  Board, 
which  has  worked  well  since  1877,  is 
also  to  be  dissolved,  and  no  doubt  these 
townships  will  be  asked  to  contribute,  by 
the  exercise  of  borrowing  powers,  to  the 
drainage  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  which  has 
been  so  long  neglected.  When  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  put  forward  this 
question  of  drainage  I  think  it  would 
have  been  well  if  he  could  have  shown  that 
the  Dublin  Corporation  had  put  their  own 
house  in  order  before  they  came  to  say 
anything  with  regard  to  the  drainage  of 
these  townships.  The  case  of  Clontarf  is 
another  case  where  the  rateable  value  has 
increased  enormously  since  they  got  their 
Bill  of  1869.  It  has  very  nearly  doubled, 
and  the  population  has  nearly  trebled. 
As  I  said  before,  the  fiercely  con- 
tested question  on  the  recent  elections 
was,  not  ^whether  the  candidates  were 
Unionist  or  Nationalist,  but  whether 
they  were  in  favour  of  annexation  or  not. 
A  candidate  who  came  forward  merely  as 
a  Unionist  or  Nationalist  had  not  the  least 
chance  of  getting  on  the  Board.  Therefore 
you  have  the  position  of  all  the  townships 
objecting  to  this  Bill,  and  all  of  them 
more  orless  increasing  in  their  prosperity 
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under  the  system  of  government  which  I 
they  have  already.  Why,  then,  should 
this  Bill  be  passed  t  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  City  of  Dublin,  but  that  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  this  House.  Why  should  one 
corporation  swamp  five  or  six  other 
corporations  principally  for  the  benefit  of 
the  one  corporation?  It  is  unprece- 
dented to  attempt  any  such  task.  But, 
after  all,  what  has  been,  and  what  is,  the 
tendency  of  legislation  in  this  House  1 
You  have  set  up  in  England  county 
councils,  district  councils,  and  parish 
councils,  so  that  each  locality  may  have 
the  intelligence  of  its  own  representa- 
tives to  see  to  the  wants  of  that  particular 
locality.  Sir,  that  is  exactly  what  you 
are  asked  to  abolish  in  the  present  case. 
You  are  at  the  present  moment,  in  rela- 
tion to  London,  asked  to  set  up  munici- 
palities in  place  of  vestries.  What  is 
that  except  setting  up  the  very  townships 
that  you  are  asked  here  by  this  Bill  to 
destroy  in  Ireland  ?  I  submit  that 
no  case  has  been  made  out  for  annexa- 
tion, and  no  case  of  advantage  to  the 
townships  that  you  are  asked  to  put  an 
end  to.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  House  will  say 
that  this  is  a  matter  that  requires  the  very 
gravest  consideration.  I  know  that  many 
Members  are  led  away — and  naturally  and 
properly  led  away — by  the  fact  that  after 
this  Bill  has  passed  its  Second  Reading 
a  Select  Committee  hears  evidence.  As 
I  said  before,  this  case  is  a  very  excep- 
tional one  in  consequence  of  the  great 
divergence  of  views  of  that  Committee, 
and  under  those  circumstances  I  hope 
the  House  will  reject  the  Bill.  I  have 
only  to  say  that  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Dublin,  who,  at  con- 
siderable inconvenience  to  himself,  by 
reason  of  an  accident  which  we  all  so 
much  deplore,  came  down  to  the  House 
yesterday  when  the  Bill  was  down  on  the 
Paper — because  his  constituency,  which  is 
partly  composed  of  Rathmines,  is  very 
much  interested  in  this  Bill — had  under- 
taken to  second  my  motion  to  reject  the 
Bill ;  and  I  am  sure  the  House  will  greatly 
regret  to  hear  from  the  telegram  I  have 
just  received  from  him,  that  he  has  met 
with  another  serious  accident,  and  is  un- 
able to  attend. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  1  now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  three  months.' " — ( Mr.  Carton.) 


Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  _  the 
Question." 

r,,.IUl 

♦Mr.  JOHNSON-FERGUSON  (Leices- 
ter, Loughborough) :  As  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  that  had  this  Bill  before  it,, 
the  responsibility  res  ted  on  me  of  giving 
the  casting  vote  which  decided  whether 
the  preamble  of  the  Bill  should  or  should 
not  be  passed  by  the  Committee,  and  I 
had  better  at  once  state  the  reasons 
which  led  me  to  take  so  responsible  a  step. 
The  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  reminded  the 
House  that  nothing  has  been  done  in  the 
way  of  extending  the  boundary  of  the 
City  of  Dublin  since  it  was  fixed  in  1840. 
Prior  to  that  time  the  portions  of  what 
are  now  the  townships  of  Clontarf  in  t  he 
north  and  Pembroke  in  the  south  were  in- 
cluded within  the  city  boundary  ;  but  in 
1840  these  two  districts  were  cut  out  of 
the  city.  Since  that  time  the  population 
of  the  city  has  very  largely  spread  into 
the  surrounding  districts,  and  the  five  town- 
ships, or  urban  districts  as  we  should  know 
them  in  England,  governed  by  councillors, 
have  since  been  formed.  On  the  north 
there  are  the  townships  of  Clontarf  and 
Drumcondra  ;  on  the  west,  New  Kilmain- 
ham ;  and  on  the  south,  Rathmines  and 
Rathgar,  and  Pembroke.  At  two  points- 
only  the  County  of  Dublin  comes  up  to 
the  boundary  of  the  present  City  of 
Dublin,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin 
University  seemed  to  forget  that,  except 
at  these  two  very  small  points,  these  five 
townships  practically  cut  off  the  county 
district  which  it  was  proposed  to  annex. 
It  would  be  practically  impossible  for  the 
Committee  or  this  House  to  entertain  the 
idea  of  annexing  any  portion  of  the 
county  district  to  the  city  without  at  the 
same  time  including  the  townships  within 
its  boundary.  In  addition  to  that,  these 
townships  have  been  frequently  spoken  of 
as  municipal  bodies,  but  they  are  nothing 
of  the  sort.  They  are  nothing  more  than 
urban  districts  as  we  know  them  in 
England,  and  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  of  last  year,  their 
governing  bodies  have  simply  '  be- 
come urban  district  councils.  What 
this  Bill,  in  the  form  in  which  it  passed 
its  Second  Reading,  proposed  to  do  was  to 
extend  the  boundary  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  so  as  to  include,  in  the  first  place, 
these  five  townships,  having  an  area  of 
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71,000,  but  aiow  about  85,000.  Then 
you  have  tb'e  county  area,  amounting  to 
7,500  acres,  with  a  population  in  1891 
of  12,800,  now  about  14,000.  Then 
there  is  what  is  known  as  "slob-land," 
extending  to  about  5,000  acres,  being 

Eractically  the  estuary  of  the  River 
liffey,  the  whole  of  which  is  covered 
with  water  at  high  tide,  and  consists 
merely  of  sand-banks  or  mud-banks  when 
the  tide  is  out,  and  on  which  there  is  no 
population  whatever.  The  Committee 
decided  in  the  first  place  to  strike  out  of 
the  Bill  that  slob-land.  That  being  under 
the  control  of  the  Port  and  Harbour 
Board,  on  which  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin  has  a  very  large  representation, 
the  Committee  considered  it  would  be 
exceedingly  undesirable  to  have  two 
possibly  conflicting  authorities  exercising 
control  over  land  upon  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  which  so  largely  depends  the 
maintenance  of  the  navigable  channel  of 
the  River  Liffey  up  to  Dublin  itself. 
They  also  struck  out  6,000  acres  of  the 
area  of  the  county  which  had  been  pro- 
posed to  be  annexed,  because  it  was 
evident  to  the  Committee  that  so  far  the 
population  of  the  city  of  Dublin  has  not 
to  any  material  extent  spread  on  to  those 
6,000  acres.  In  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form  it  is  proposed  to  add  to  the  city  the 
five  townsnips  and  about  1,500  acres  of 
land  from  the  county  lying  between 
the  townships  of  Drumcondra  and  New 
Kilmainham  in  the  north,  and  New  Kil- 
mainham and  Rathmines  in  the  south. 
The  population  of  these  townships  and 
the  population  of  the  county  area  which  we 
propose  should  be  annexed  is  practically 
the  overflow  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  With 
the  exception  of  the  township  of  Kilmain- 
ham, the  whole  of  the  district  we  propose 
to  annex  is  a  residential  district  in 
which  the  well-to-do  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Dublin  come  out  to 
reside.  Kilmainham,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  mainly  occupied  with  the  works  of  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway, 
with  a  population  of  7;000  persons  en- 
gaged, more  or  less  directly,  with  those 
works,  while  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  men  engaged  in  these  works  live 
inside  the  City  of  Dublin,  and  go  out  in 
the  morning  to  the  works,  returning  to 
the  city  at  night.  In  the  second  place, 
the  township  of  Pembroke,  though  out- 
side the  boundary  of  the  municipal  City 
of*  Dublin,  is  inside  the  boundary  of  the 
Parliamentary  City  of  Dublin.    In  the 
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third  place,  the  whole  of  the  area  is  at 
the  present  time  subject  to  the  same 
bridge  tax  as  is  the  City  of  Dublin  itself ; 
and  with  the  exception  of  Clontarf  and 
about  one  half — the  northern  half — of  the 
township  of  Drumcondra,  it  is  under  the 
control,  and  pays  the  rate  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the  Metropolitan  Police. 
With  the  exception  of  Rathmines,  which 
has  a  separate  water  supply  of  its  own, 
the  whole  of  these  districts  derive  their 
water  supply  from  the  City  of  Dublin. 
With  the  exception  of  Rathmines  and 
Pembroke — which  have  a  separate  drainage 
scheme,  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dublin  University  has  alluded  to,  but  to 
which  I  cannot  give  so  high  a  character 
as  he  seems  to  do — the  whole  drainage 
of  these  districts,  where  it  exists,  flows  in 
its  crude  state,  either  into  the  Liffey  or 
on  to  the  slob-lands.  So  far  as  New 
Kilmainham  and  the  area  of  the  county 
are  concerned,  it  was  clearly  proved  to 
the  Committee  that  no  scheme  of  main 
drainage  could  be  introduced  for  those 
districts  except  in  co-operation  with  the 
main  drainage  system  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  ;  and  so  far  as  Clontarf  and  Drum- 
condra are  concerned,  it  would  be  a  much 
more  costly  undertaking  to  construct  a 
separate  main  drainage  scheme  for  them 
which,  after  filtering  the  sewage,  would 
discharge  a  clear  effluent  into  the  sea, 
than  it  would  be  for  them  to  join  the 
main  drainage  system  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  which  is  now  being  constructed. 
The  whole  of  these  districts  derive 
their  supply  of  gas  from  works  in- 
side the  City  of  Dublin.  Then,  I 
must  differ  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dublin  University  with  respect  to  the 
indebtedness  of  the  City  of  .Dublin.  Ac- 
cording to  the  figures  which  were  laid, 
before  the  Committee,  and  which  were 
never  disputed,  the  indebtedness  of  the 
City  of  Dublin  at  the  present  moment  is 
£1,562,000,  of  which  about  £720,000  was 
expended  in  the  construction  of  the 
waterworks— a  highly  remunerative 
undertaking,  the  whole  of  which  will  be 
paid  off  within  the  next  45  years.  In 
addition  to  that,  the  City  of  Dublin  has 
an  income  derived  from  other  sources 
than  that  of  rates,  of  something  like 
£80,000,  of  which  £30,000  is  derived 
from  the  rents  of  the  Corporation  pro- 
perty, an  item  which  is  rapidly  increasing 
in  value,  and  which  was  stated  in  evidence 
would  in  the  course  of  three  vears,  owing 
to  the  falling  in  of  leases,  yield  to  the  city 
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a  clear  annual  rental  of  £37,000  a  year. 
£30,000  of  this  income  is  derived  from 
the  sale  of  water  by  the  Corporation  for 
manufacturing    purposes,    £10,000  is 
derived  from  an  annual  payment  from  the 
Tramway  Company  in  the  City  of  Dublin 
for  the  use  of  the  streets,  while  there  is 
£10,000  derived  from    other  sources. 
Lastly,  I  should  like  Members  who  sit  for 
constituencies  in  England  or  Scotland —  ! 
who  are  not  familiar  (as  I  myself  was  not) 
with  the  methods  of  valuation  in  Dublin — 
clearly  to  understand  that  the  system 
with  respect  to  valuation  pursued  in  Ire- 
land seems  to  be  totally  different  from 
the  system  in  this  country.    There  seems 
to  be  no  power  of  raising  the  valuation — 
in  fact,  it  was  given  in  evidence  before  the 
Committee  that  there  is  no  power  of 
raising  the  valuation  of  a  property  after 
it  has  once  been  valued,  except  a  general 
valuation  is  taking  place,  or  unless  some 
important  structural  alteration  is  made 
in   it.       So    that   in    the    case  of 
an  old   city,  such  as  that  of  Dublin, 
while  the    valuation  may  fall   if  the 
property  depreciates  in  value,  it  cannot  be 
raised  where  the  property  increases  in 
value.    I  took  the  responsibility  of  send- 
ing over  to  Dublin  for  Mr.  Barton,  Com- 
missioner of  Valuations,  in  Dublin  Castle, 
and  he  gave  it  in  evidenco  before  the 
Committee  that  if  a  re-valuation  takes 
place,  as  provided  for  in  this  Bill,  the 
valuation  of  the  City  of  Dublin  itself 
would  be  raised  by  from  20  to  25  per 
cent.,  while  that  of  the  townships  would 
be  raised  by  from  10  to  15  per  cent. 
Now,  Sir,  1  also  notice  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dublin  University  stated  that 
t  was  entirely  contrary  to  the  custom  of 
this  House  to  extend  t'le  boundary  of 
cities  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the 
districts  to  be  annexed.    I  entirely  differ 
from  him.  I  fully  admit  that  some  twenty 
yean  ago  that  was  the  custom  of  this 
House,  but  it  certainly  has  not  been  the 
custom  of  the  Committees  upstairs  for  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years.    In  the  case  of 
Leamington,  when  it  applied  for  powers 
to  absorb  the  urban  districts  of  Milverton 
and  Lillington,  that  was  contested  before 
an  Inquiry  instituted  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  it  was  contested  upon  the 
Provisional  Order  upstairs,  and  1  believe 
the  contest  was  carried  on  even  to  the 
House  of  Lords.    Southampton  in  pre- 
cisely  the   same  way,   in   the  face  of 
strenuous  opposition,  absorbed  Shirley  and 
Freemantle.    In    1891  Cheltenham  ab- 
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sorbed  Charlton  Kings  and  Leckhampton. 
There  again  it  was  fought  with  the  utmost 
determination.    In  1897  Plymouth  ab- 
sorbed Compton  Giffard  and  some  other 
urban  districts  surrounding  it,  while  in 
the  same  year  Bristol,  having  been  defeated 
in  1895  in  its  efforts  to  extend  its 
boundaries,  got  its  Bill  through  Parlia- 
ment,   absorbing   Stapleton    and  Hor- 
field,    with  a  population    of  between 
70,000  and  80,000,  although  the  Bill  was 
fought  right  up  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
In  1898  Devonport  had  a  Bill  granted  it 
which  included  within  it  St.  Budeaux  and 
Penny  Cross.    We  have  had  a  very 
good  example  in  this  House  within  the 
last  few  weeks.    Have  we  not  in  this 
House  been  engaged  recently  constituting 
a  City  of  Westminster  ?    Have  hon. 
Members  entirely  forgotten  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  which  was  made  by  the 
Strand  to  its  absorption  inside  the  City 
of  Greater  Westminster.    I  hold  here  a 
circular — which  was  probably  sent  to  every 
Member  of  this  House — containing  a  list 
of  twelve  resolutions  passed  by  different 
bodies  within  the  last  few  months  inside 
the  Borough  of  the  Strand,  protesting 
against  being  included  in  the  City  of 
Greater  Westminster,  and  in  every  case 
the  objections  urged  against  their  absorp- 
tion— and  which  were  ignored  by  the 
House — were  precisely  the  same  objec- 
tions as  those  which  are  now  being  urged 
by  these  townships  against  being  included 
in  this  City  of  Greater  Dublin,  namely, 
the  destruction  of  their  self-government 
and  the  probability  of  their  rates  being 
materially    enhanced.    In    every  case 
where  the  House  has  to  deal  with  these 
questions— or  where  a  Committee  upstairs 
has  to  deal  with  instances  of  this  kind 
— what    the    Committee    has   had  to 
decide    is — are    the    circumstances  of 
the  case  and  are  the  arguments  brought 
forward  in  support  of  the  case  suffici- 
ently strong  to  justify  them   in  over- 
'  riding  the   opposition  of   the  districts 
'  which  it  is  proposed  to  annex.   I  certainly 
;  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  attempt- 
!  ing  to  go  through  the  evidence  of  the 
71  witnesses,  but  there  is  the  evidence 
of  two  gentlemen  who  came  forward  in 
support  of  this  I  ill,  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  bcc.iuse 
these  two  gentlemen  occupied  exceptional 
|  positions.    They  cann<  t  be  considered  in 
,  any  way  ex  parte  witnesses,  and  from  the 
!  position  which  they  occupy  now — or  have 
occupied  in   the  past — they   have  h< 
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exceptional  means  of  knowing  what  the 
circumstances  of  this  particular  case  are. 
The  first  gentleman  is  Sir  Francis 
MacCahe,  who  from  1878  to  1888  was 
the  Inspector  of.  the  Dublin  District 
under  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Ireland;  and  from  1888  to  1898  he  was 
the  Medical  Commissioner  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  Ireland.  I  may 
summarise  the  evidence  which  he  gave 
before  us  thus :  that  the  Sanitary  Staff 
of  Dublin  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  in 
the  United  Kingdom :  that  the  main- 
tenance of  separate  sanitary  staffs  for  the 
five  separate  townships  was  both  extrava- 
gant and  inefficient,  and  that  three  out 
of  the  five  townships  had  not  even 
adopted  the  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Act;  and,  lastly,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is .  impossible 
for  the  sanitary  condition,  and  therefore 
the  health,  of  Greater  Dublin  to  be  made 
what  it  ought  to  be  unless  the  whole  dis- 
trict is  merged  in  one  city,  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  Dublin,  so  as  to  have  one 
uniform  sanitary  authority  over  the  whole 
of  that  city.  The  other  gentleman  to 
whose  evidence  I  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House,  is  that  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Tyrone,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
of  this  country.  I  would  summarise 
his  evidence  in  these  words.  The 
reasons  he  urged  for  the  extension  of  this 
boundary  are  (1)  that  the  interest  of  the 
city  and  townships  are  common  interests  ; 
(2)  that  the  present  position  under  which 
the  rich  go  out  of  the  city  and  leave  the 
poor  to  bear  the  burdens  is  essentially 
unjust  to  the  City  of  Dublin;  (3)  that 
the  rate  of  mortality  is  a  scandal ;  (4) 
that  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the 
townships  is  a  scandal ;  and,  lastly,  that 
the  maintaining  of  five  or  six  different 
sanitary  staffs  leads  to  inefficient  and 
extravagant  expenditure.  I  wish  to 
quote  one  or  two  extracts  from  his  evi- 
dence, so  that  the  House  may  hear  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  in  his  own 
words.    He  says : 

"  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  interest  that  is 
not  a  common  interest  between  the  City  of 
Dublin  and  these  townships.  That  is  the  first 
reason  why  I  am  in  favour  of  this  amalgama- 
tion." 

Then  he  was  asked  : 

"  I  suppose  this  population  to  which  you 
refer  coming  into  the  city  in  the  morning  and 
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f;oing  out  of  it  again  at  night  is  a  large  popu- 
ation,  and  has  increased  during  your  own 
recollection  since  you  have  been  resident!" 

And  he  replied : 

"  Yes,  decidedly  ;  very  largely  increased. 
That  is  my  second  reason  for  favouring  the 
principle  of  annexation.  I  think  that  the 
present  position  of  affairs  is  essentially  un- 
just to  the  City  of  Dublin.  The  tendency 
for  30  years  has  been  for  the  rich  and  the 
well-to-do  c 'asses  to  leave  the  city  and  to 
migrate  to  the  township.  I  do  not  complain 
of  it.  It  was  alisolutely  necessary  that  they 
should  do  so  ;  but  the  fact  is  as  I  have  said, 
and  it  tells  heavily  against  the  interests  of 
the  city." 

And  then  he  goes  on  to  describe  what 
has  taken  place,  and  after  giving  an  in- 
stance, he  finishes  with  these  words : 

"  I  attribute  it  almost  entirely  to  the  fact 
that  the  poor  have  been  left  simply  to  stew 
in  their  own  juice,  and  the  rich  and  well-to- 
do  have  gone  where  forsooth  they  have  lower 
rates,  and  these  people  are  left  to  take  care 
of  themselves  as  best  they  can.  It  is  deplor- 
able" 

Then  he  is  asked  this  question  : 

"  I  suppose  this  part  left  behind  contain* 
almost  all  the  j>oor  t " 

And  he  answered : 

"  In  the  north  side  of  the  city  that  is 
almost  so." 

Then  he  is  asked  : 

"  Those  are  the  artisans  who  work  in  Dublin 
and  round  about,  I  take  it  ?" 

To  which  he  replies  : 

"  Yes ;  and  what  is  true  of  the  Poor  Law  is 
true  of  other  improvements  in  regard  to  the 
city,  because  the  city  is  depleted  of  this  class 
of  people  and  of  the  resources  and  aid  that 
they  would  bring  to  the  city.  Works  of  great 
improvement  which  ought  to  be  carried  out  in 
Dublin  cannot  1*  undertaken  because  the 
rates  are  at  a  point  where  it  is  almost  dan- 
gerous that  they  should  be  increased.  To 
collect  them  would  defeat  their  own  ends.  In 
the  third  place,  I  am  quite  convinced  that  the 
best  interests  of  both  the  townships  and  the 
city  are  involved  in  the  settlement  of  this 

Suestion.  I  will  take  the  case  of  the  public 
ealth  of  Dublin.  The  public  health  of  Dublin 
is  at  a  very  low  ebb.  I  know  that  a  great 
many  people  try  to  make  it  better  than  it  is, 
but  I  nave  l>een  l>ehind  the  scenes,  and  I  have 
proved  this  for  myself,  and  I  apply  to  the  City 
of  Dublin  the  same  tests  that  I  would  apply 
to  an  English  city  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Typhoid  is  almost  permanently  resident 
in  our  midst.  I  affirm  that.  The  infantile  mor- 
tality of  Dublin  is  a  scandal,  ['know  of  no 
city  in  the  United  Kingdom  where  the  infantile 
mortality  is  as  high  as  in  the  City  of  Dublin, 
and  if  the  Committee  ask  why  that  should  be 
so  my  answer  is  plain.  Take  the  main  drainage 
of  Dublin. ' 
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He  goes  on  to  say — 

"The  reason  why  the  main  drainage  of 
Dublin  was  not  taken  over  25  or  30  years  ago 
has  been  absolutely  the  lack  of  money.  It  is 
for  no  other  reason.  The  Dublin  Corporation, 
I  feel  perfectly  free  to  say,  is  not  an  ideal 
corporation  from  my  standpoint,  but  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  the  Dublin  Corporation 
would  have  tackled  a  scheme  of  main  drainage 
25  years  ago  but  for  the  enormous  cost  in- 
volved in  it  and  the  poverty  of  the  people  in 
the  main  who  are  the  ratepayers  of  Dublin. 
Now,  if  we  have  typhoid  resident  amongst  us, 
and  if  this  infantile  mortality  is,  as  I  said,  a 
scandal,  and  such  as  is  to  be  found  nowhere 
else,  it  is  almost  entirely  due  to  two  causes — 
the  lack  of  main  drainage  and  the  very  im- 
perfect system  of  bouse  drainage  that  we 
have.  But  these  things  I  represent  are  due  to 
want  of  funds,  and  the  want  of  funds  is  largely 
dne  to  the  fact  that  the  well-to-do  have  gone 
from  our  midst  and  left  us  to  get  on  as  best 
we  may." 

There  is  only  one  other  extract  which  I 
will  read.    The  hon.  Member  said  : — 

"If  I  were  asked  what  the  townships  would 
gain  by  being  annexed  to  the  City  ot  Dublin, 
1  should  state  that  I  think  they  are  in  reality 
citizens  of  Dublin  in  everything  but  the  duties 
of  citizenship.  That  is  my  first  answer.  I 
say  that  they  spend  their  day  in  Dublin ;  they 
make  their  foi  tunes  in  Dublin  ;  they  use  the 
atreete  of  Dublin ;  they  use  all  the  institutions 
of  _  Dublin  ;  and  then  they  leave  all  these 
things  to  be  kept  up  by  people  much  poorer 
than  themselves.  I  say  that  is  a  state  of 
things  which  ought  not  to  exist ;  and  instead 
of  the  townships  asking  what  they  are  to  get,  I 
ask  the  question,  What  do  they  owe  to  the  city 
where  they  make  their  fortunes,  and  which 
they  use  every  day  of  their  lives?  I  say 
in  everything  but  the  upkeep  of  Dublin  they 
are  citizens. " 

I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  any 
further  quotations  from  the  evidence  of 
my  hon.  friend.  I  do  say  this,  that  in  the 
face  of  such  evidence  as  that  it  re- 
quires the  very  strongest  arguments  on 
the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  and 
the  very  strongest  evidence  to  show 
that  the  evidence  of  my  hon.  friend 
and  Sir  Francis  MacCabe  is  not  to  be  relied 
on  by  the  Committee.  Now,  let  us  see 
what  the  evidence  of  the  opponents  of 
the  Bill  was.  I  say  that  the  opposition 
to  it  was  mainly  a  rating  opposition. 
Time  after  time  I  put  this  question  to 
representative  witnesses  when  they  came 
before  us,  "  Is  it  not '  in  the  main  owing 
to  the  fear  of  increased  rates  that  you  are 
objecting  t "  And  the  answer  was  almost 
in  every  case,  "  Yes,  in  the  main  it  is." 
Now,  how  far  is  the  evidence  of  my  hon. 
friend  borne  out  by  witnesses  on  the 
opposition   side  ?     Take    the  case  of 


Kilmainham.    A  Mr.  Michael  Flood,  who 
came  forward  as  a  witness  on  behalf 
of  the  Urban  Council  of  Kilmainham, 
stated  that  the  township  was  in  debt  to 
the  treasurer ;  that  where  there  was  any 
drainage  at  all  it  was  in  a  very  bad 
state,  and  the  drains  go  into  the  Liffey ; 
that  the  Notification  of  Diseases  Act  has 
not  been  adopted  ;  and  that,  though  they 
make  no  payment  whatever  to  the  City 
of  Dublin  towards  the  hospitals,  they  send 
all  their  patients  there  when  they  have  to 
be  sent  to  a   hospital  at  all.  For 
Drumcondra    Mr.    H.    Lindsay  came 
forward,   and  his  evidence   was  that 
the    financial  position   of  that  town- 
ship was  very  bad,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment auditors'  remarks  were  unfavourable 
to  the  township  management.    Mr.  Petit, 
clerk  to  the  Urban  District  Council,  in 
cross-examination,  said  that  the  township 
was  not  provided  with  any  sanitary  appli- 
ance or  oversight ;  while  Mr.  J.  Buckley, 
C.E.,  surveyor  to  the  township,  said  that 
though  they  had  a  certain  kind  of  filtra- 
tion scheme,  over  686  loads  of  sludge 
from  tanks  was  allowed  to  accumulate  for 
12  months  in  the  very  centre  of  most 
thickly  populated  parts  of  the  townships 
and  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  clear  it 
away,  though  repeated  complaints  had  been 
made  to  the  sanitary  authorities.    This  is 
a  question  of  rates.    I  see  it  is  stated  as 
an  argument  against  the  Bill,  in  a  circular 
by  one  of  the  townships,  that  the  rates  of 
that  township  were  only  3s.  6d.,  while 
those  of  the  City  of  Dublin  were  9s.  4d. 
That  is  incorrect,  for  it  compares  the 
whole  rates  of  the  city  with  the  municipal 
and  sanitary  rates  of  the  township.  The 
position  is  this,  that  in  the  city  the 
municipal  rate  is  6s.  4d.  while  in  the 
townships  it  varies    from   3s.    6d.  to 
48.  lOd.  in  the  £,  or  an  average  of  4s.  6d. 
Allowing  for  the  fact  that  under  the 
re-valuation  which  will  take  place  the 
valuation  of  the  city  will  be  raised 
20    per   cent.,  and  the  valuation  of 
the  townships  10  per  cent.,  that  would 
correspond  to  a  rate  of  5s.  2£d.  for 
the     city    against    4s.    Id.    in  the 
townships,  or  a  difference  of  about  Is. 
in  the  £1.    Well,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Dublin  has  reminded  the 
House,  the  Committee  tried  to  deal  with 
that  by  providing  that  in  the  case  of  the 
townships  of  Eathmines  and  Pembroke  the 
rate  should  not  exceed  the  present  rate 
for  a  period  of  ten  years,  because  we  con- 
sidered that,  having  constructed  a  main 
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drainage  system,  though  not  by  any 
means  a  perfect  one,  still  they  deserved 
more  favourable  treatment  than  the  other 
townships ;  and  that  in  the  case  of  the 
other  townships  and  the  two  county 
areas  which  are  to  be  included  with  them 
the  rate  is  not  to  exceed  the  present  rate 
for  a  period  of  five  years.  Another 
objection  which  was  taken  to  the  inclusion 
was  that  under  the  scheme  of  the  Bill 
the  representation  which  was  proposed  to 
be  given  them  was  totally  inadequate. 
We  met  that  by  dividing  this  area,  after 
very  great  trouble,  into  seven  wards, 
giving  to  each  of  these  wards  the  same 
representation  as  the  city  wards — three 
councillors  and  one  alderman  to  the  ward 
— thus  giving  to  the  added  area  an 
aggregate  representation  of  28,  as  against 
60  for  the  fifteen  wards  of  the  city.  I 
venture  to  think  that  by  that  representa- 
tion and  by  the  method  in  which  we 
dealt  with  the  rating  of  the  added  area, 
we  entirely  met  everything  which  may 
be  considered  a  real  grievance  on  the  part 
of  the  opposing  parties.  When  I  look  to 
the  fact  that  the  evidence  of  Sir  Francis 
McCabe  and  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Tyrone  was  of  such  a  serious 
nature  as  I  have  read  to  the  House,  and 
seeing  that  during  the  whole  of  that 
inquiry  the  accuracy  of  my  hon.  friend's 
statements  was  never  challenged,  and  that 
the  facts  which  he  brought  before  us 
were  never  in  the  slightest  degree  dis- 
proved, I  venture  to  think  that  I  had 
no  other  course  open  to  me  than  to  give 
vy  casting  vote  for  the  Bill. 

♦Mr.  FISON  (York  W.  R.,  Doncaster) : 
I  was  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee upstairs  which  for  a  long  period 
heard  witnesses  and  arguments  on  this 
case,  and  therefore  desire  briefly  to 
address  the  House.  I  should  like  to  say, 
in  the  first  instance,  that  at  the  beginning 
of  the  inquiry,  if  I  had  any  bias  at  all,  it 
was  a  sentimental  one  in  favour  of  allow- 
ing the  City  of  Dublin  to  have  a  larger 
and  more  prosperous  area.  But  after  sit- 
ting on  the  Committee  for  17  days,  and 
hearing  all  the  evidence,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  proposals  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  were  not  really  con- 
ducive to  the  good  government  of  the 
district.  The  bias  of  my  mind  was 
changed  by  the  evidence  and  arguments 
brought  before  us.  We  heard  some  ten 
thousand  questions  put  and  answered, 
and  certainly  I  think  it  would  be  unfair 
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if  I  were  not  to  say  how  much  the  Com- 
mittee were  indebted  to  the  members  of 
the  Irish  Bar  on  both  sides  for  the  great 
assistance  they  gave  us.  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  over  again  the  ground  so  ably 
traversed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  University  ;  but  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  this  is  a  Bill  for 
the  inclusion  of  five  townships  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  County  of  Dublin  in  the 
new  area  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  Perhaps 
the  strongest  reason  given  for  the  pro- 
posal was  that  the  City  of  Dublin  is  at 
present  congested,  that  the  City  is  un- 
healthy through  that  congested  popula- 
tion, and  that  the  population  want  more 
room.  One  eminent  witness  informed  us 
that  Dublin  would  not  be  a  healthy  place 
until  50,000  of  the  population  had  gone 
out  of  the  present  area.  That,  I  think,  is 
an  exaggeration ;  but  what  I  want  to 
point  out  to  the  House  is  that  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill  was  not  to  go  in  for  a  wider 
area  of  the  county,  but  to  go  for 
the  populous  and  wealthy  areas  of  the 
townships.  That  will  not  be  contradicted 
by  anyone  who  followed  the  evidence. 
If  you  were  to  take  Rathmines  and  Pem- 
broke from  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  I  believe 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin  would  be 
scarcely  inclined  to  go  on  with  it.  I  do 
not  think  the  House  can  put  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  incorporation  of  the  townships 
on  the  local  authorities  alone ;  for  the 
inhabitants  themselves  are  opposed  to  it. 
It  is  quite  true,  as  an  hon.  Member 
opposite  said,  that  a  plebiscite  was  not 
taken,  but  that  applies  to  both  sides. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  There  was  one 
in  the  city. 

♦Mr.  FISON  :  On  the  other  hand,  there 
were  no  petitions  in  its  favour.  There 
was  brought  before  the  Committee  on  a 
late  day  a  simple  telegram  from  one  of  the 
smaller  townships,  saying  that  there  was 
a  feeling  there  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  But 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  local  elections  which  took  place  in 
January,  in  which  annexation  to  the  city 
was  made  a  test  question.  These  elec- 
tions were  held  on  a  much  more  popular 
basis  than  was  previously  the  case  ill 
Ireland.  The  electorate  of  Bathmines  in- 
creased in  January  from  1,800  to  6,000. 
In  every  case  the  representatives  carried 
at  these  elections  in  all  the  local  bodies, 
irrespective  of  political  party  issues,  w  ere 
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men  pledged  to  resist  this  Bill.  No  evi- 
dence was  submitted  to  us  that  there  was 
even  a  substantial  minority  which  was  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  think  any 
better  test  than  that  could  be  given  of 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  two  largest  townships — 
Rathmines  and  Pembroke — are  really  the 
key  of  the  situation.  Rathmines  has  a 
population  of  32,000,  and  Pembroke  of 
25,000.  There  are  211  boroughs  in 
England  and  Wales,  of  which  20  return 
Members  to  this  House  which  have  a  less 
population  than  Rathmines ;  and  195 
boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  which 
have  a  less  population  than  Pembroke. 
It  is  quite  true  that  Pembroke  and  Rath- 
mines are  not  municipal  areas  ;  but  why 
draw  a  distinction  between  urban  district 
councils — which  you  have  only  recently 
created — and  municipal  areas  ?  These 
areas  have  governed  themselves  well  in 
the  past.  I  would  ask  the  House  to  com- 
pare the  way  in  which  the  City  of  Dublin 
has  done  its  work  with  the  way  in  which 
these  townships  have  done  their  work. 
Kathmines  has  an  independent  water 
supply,  and  in  1893  the  City  of  Dublin 
had  to  come  to  Rathmines  to  ask  that 
township  to  help  the  city  with  its  water 
supply.  As  to  drainage,  the  story  has 
been  told  how,  in  1871,  the  Corporation 
obtained  a  Bill  along  with  the  townships 
for  drainage  purposes,  how  the  Corporation 
refused  to  carry  the  scheme  out,  how 
Rathmines  and  Pembroke  allowed  their 
scheme  to  hang  up  for  twelve  months  to 
permit  of  the  Corporation  coming  in,  and 
now  the  Corporation  have  even  yet  done 
nothing  except  to  start  their  drainage 
scheme.  I  cannot  agree  entirely  with 
what  the  hon.  Member  for  Loughborough 
has  said  as  to  the  excellence  of  that  drain- 
age scheme ;  but  I  think  that  the  evidence 
showed  that  the  joint  drainage  scheme  of 
Rathmines  and  Pembroke  is  an  excellent 
one.  We  are  asked  to  deal,  therefore,  with 
two  townships — one  of  which  has  been  in 
existence  for  half  a  century  and  the  other 
for  3ft  years — and  both  of  which  have 
managed  their  own  affairs  better  than  the 
City  of  Dublin.  It  would,  I  contend,  be 
a  very  strong  step  to  annex  them  to  the 
City  of  Dublin  against  their  wishes. 
We  are  told  that  differential  rating  would 
meet  the  case;  but  differential  rating 
would  be  only  a  temporary  remedy,  and 
it  would  give  opportunities  to  the  City  of 
Dublin  to  raise  money,  which  all  would 
eventually  have  to  pay  off.    In  regard  to 


representation,  it  is  true  that  this  Bill 
gives  a  larger  representation  to  the  town- 
ships than  formerly.  There  are  15 
wards  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  with  a 
representation  of  three  councillors  and  an 
alderman,  which  gives  60  for  the  city  ; 
and  it  is  proposea  to  add  seven  wards 
with  an  alderman  and  three  councillors  for 
each,  or  an  aggregate  of  28.  1  want 
to  put  it  to  the  House  if  a  town 
council  of  60  has  not  managed  its  affairs 
as  well  as  it  ought  to  have  done,  how  a 
council  of  88  is  to  manage  better.  We 
are  told  that  there  are  no  precedents  for 
the  course  we  are  taking,  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  are  no  precedents  whatever 
for  including  five  townships  in  a  city 
extension  area  when  these  townships  were 
unanimously  against  it.  There  may  no 
doubt  have  been  precedents  where  the 
House  has  over-ridden  the  objections  of 
township,  but  these  have  been  cases  of  bar- 
gain-making, where  the  townships  were 
wanting  to  come  in,  but  did  not  think  the 
terms  fair.  There  are  no  precedents, 
however,  where  so  many  townships  were 
annexed  totally  against  their  wishes. 

Col.  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh,  N.) : 
The  House  has  derived  a  very  erroneous 
impression  of  the  state  of  affairs  relating 
to  the  annexation  of  these  townships  to 
the  City  of  Dublin  if  dependence  is 
placed  on  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen the  Members  for  Waterford  and 
Loughborough.  These  hon.  Members 
have  informed  the  House  that  they  believe 
the  majority  of  the  people  in  these  town- 
ships are  in  favour  of  annexation,  but  if 
they  will  believe  that  they  will  believe 
anything.  Only  two  days  ago  there  were 
meetings  in  several  of  the  townships  to 
consider  the  scheme,  and  the  voting 
against  it  was  as  14  to  1.  In  Rathmines 
the  opposition  to  the  Bill  is  quite  unani- 
mous, and  in  Clontarf  it  is  also  unanimous ; 
and  how  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  these  townships 
are  in  favour  of  annexation  is  a  thing  I 
cannot  possibly  understand.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  spoke  of  the  want 
of  public  spirit  on  the  part  of  these  town- 
ships in  not  supporting  the  Dublin 
hospitals,  and  from  that  the  House  might 
be  led  to  believe  that  the  Dublin  Corpo- 
ration had  the  supervision  of  a  certain 
number  of  hospitals  in  Dublin.  But  they 
have  not  the  supervision  of  any  hospitals 
in  the  City  of  f)ublin,  though  they  may 
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subscribe  to  some  of  them.  What  struck 
me  as  a  strange  act  of  ingratitude  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  that  he  forgot  to  mention  that  on  the 
Estimates  every  year  a  sum  of  £15,850 
is  voted  by  the  Government  for  the 
Dublin  hospitals. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  That  is  in 
accordance  with  the  Union  compact. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  At  any 
rate,  that  leads  us  to  believe  that  the 
financial  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries is  satisfactory.  I  hold  that  no  just 
cause  for  passing  this  measure  has  been 
made  out  by  the  City  of  Dublin.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Tyrone, 
South,  appears  to  think  that  the  better 
classes  in  Dublin  were  disappearing, 
whereas  the  poorer  classes  were  crowding 
into  the  city. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  What  I  said 
was  that  the  rich  had  gone  to  the  suburbs, 
and  had  left  the  poor  behind  to  take  care 
of  themselves. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  That  strikes 
me  as  pretty  much  what  I  had  said.  I 
did  not  say  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
said  that  the  better  classes  had  disappeared 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  but  that  they 
had  disappeared  from  the  City  of  Dublin. 
I  find  from  the  census  of  1891  that  the 
professional  and  commercial  classes  had, 
compared  with  1881,  increased  in  Dublin 
to  the  number  of  3,000,  whereas  the 
industrial  classes,  who  I  suppose  are  the 
working  classes,  had  decreased  by  7,500. 
The  number  of  dwellings  in  Dublin  had 
increased  by  1,800.  So  that  you  have  a 
decreasing  industrial  population,  an  in- 
creasing professional  and  commercial 
population,  and  likewise  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  houses,  and  I  want  to  know 
how  is  this  tremendous  congestion  of 
population,  of  which  so  much  has  been 
made,  taking  place  in  the  City  of  Dublin  t 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  that  argu- 
ment of  my  hon.  friend  has  not 
much  weight.  Now,  the  objections  of 
the  townships  to  join  with  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  are  to  my  mind  very  well 
founded.  The  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford  drew  a  tremendous  picture  of  the 
sewage  which  is  discharged  into  the  sea 
outside  Clontarf,  but  I  wonder,  when  he 
mentioned  sewage  at  all,  he  did  not  say 
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that  the  main  sewer  of  Dublin  has  always 
been  the  river  Liffey.  The  Corpora- 
tion of  Dublin  had  a  Bill  pass  through 
this  House  20  years  ago  to  carry  out  an 
improved  system  of  drainage  ;  but  what 
have  they  done  1  Practically  nothing.  I 
am  aware  that  at  the  present  moment 
they  are  engaged  in  carrying  out  some 
works,  but  when  they  will  be  finished 
Heaven  only  knows.  What  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Dublin  really  wants  is  more 
money.  They  have  come  to  the  very  edge 
of  their  legal  borrowing  powers,  and  the 
only  way  in  which  additional  funds  can 
be  procured  is  to  increase  the  area  of 
taxation  by  the  annexation  of  these 
townships.  But  there  are  other 
objections  which  the  House  will 
easily  understand  on  the  part  of 
these  townships  to  be  amalgamated 
with  the  Corporation  of  Dublin.  The 
House  will  recognise  at  once  that  I  would 
be  the  last  man  to  introduce  political  con- 
siderations in  a  case  of  this  kind ;  but  the 
objections  taken  by  the  townships  to  be 
incorporated  with  the  City  of  Dublin  are 
undoubtedly  affected  to  a  considerable 
extent  by  political  considerations.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  that.  I  consider  these 
townships  were  amply  justified  in 
investigating  the  manner  in  which  the 
business  of  the  Corporation  is  conducted. 
In  this  hum-drum  country  over  here,  when 
you  are  about  to  choose  officers  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  a  Corporation,  the  first 
question  you  ask  is  whether  the  candidate 
understands  anything  about  the  business 
or  the  conduct  of  municipal  affairs,  and  if 
he  shows  that  he  does,  probably  the  man 
will  be  appointed;  but  it  is  not  so  in 
Dublin.  Let  me  remind  the  House  that 
how  the  business  of  a  Corporation  is 
carried  on  has  a  very  great  interest  of  a 
pecuniary  nature  to  the  ratepayers.  When 
an  office  in  Dublin  is  vacant  the  last  thing 
which  ever  apparently  strikes  the  Corpo- 
ration is  to  ask  whether  the  candidate  is 
fit  for  the  post,  or  whether  he  under- 
stands the  business  of  a  Corporation.  One 
of  the  great  points  in  the  City  of  Dublin 
apparently  is  to  find  out  whether  the 
candidate  has  been  in  gaol  or  not.  If  he 
can  show  that  he  has  "done  twenty 
years'  time,"  or  that  he  has  been  in  gaol, 
no  further  questions  are  asked  as  to  his 
capacity  for  understanding  or  managing 
municipal  affairs.  At  present  they  are 
rather  short  of  such  candidates  in  Dublin, 
because  just  now  thev  have  only  two 
ticket-of-leave  men  in  the  employment  of 
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the  Corporation.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  this  objection  of  the  townships 
to  incorporation  with  Dublin  should  be 
known.  As  I  have  said,  there  are  only 
two  ticket-of-leave  men  serving  the  Cor- 

S ration  at  present,  but  there  were  more, 
ow  are  these  gentlemen  elected  1  The 
House  will  understand  that  it  is  no  very 
little  objection  on  the  part  of  the  law- 
abiding  and  loyal  townships  to  join  a 
Corporation  which  carries  on  its  business 
after  this  fashion.  I  will  not  go  over  the 
whole  list,  but  let  me  take  a  few.  There 
is  Mr.  Henry  Campbell,  a  man  whose 

rt  ability  is  known  in  this  House, 
does  not  appear  that  he  knew 
much  about  municipal  affairs.  The 
Freeman's  Journal  at  that  time  stated 
that  there  was  something  of  an  experi- 
ment in  the  appointment,  an  experiment 
which,  for  the  sake  of  the  people  of 
Dublin,  it  hoped  would  have  a  successful 
issue.  I  do  not  think  that  these  experi- 
ments commend  themselves  to  the  people 
of  the  townships.  Then  there  is  another 
case,  that  of  a  man  named  O'Brien.  He 
is,  I  believe,  a  ticket-of-leave  man,  and  is 
at  present  in  the  employment  of  the  Cor- 
poration, his  qualification  apparently 
being  that  he  was  in  prison.  Still,  that  is 
not  the  sort  of  recommendation  that  is 
likely  to  be  approved  in  the  townships, 
and  I  think  the  House  of  Commons  would 
object  to  a  public  servant  being  employed 
on  such  a  ground.  There  was  also 
another  ticket-of-leave  man,  since  dead, 
in  the  employ  of  the  Corporation.  His 
qualification  was  that  he  fired  at  a  police- 
man, and  on  that  qualification  he  was 
immediately  made  inspector  of  weights 
and  measures.  According  to  the  ideas 
which  obtain  in  Pembroke  and  Rath- 
mines,  that  is  a  questionable  reputation, 
and  one  which,  in  their  opinion,  did  not 
fit  him  to  be  a  very  high  official  in  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin.  Another  man 
was  elected  to  a  position,  although  he  was 
in  America  at  the  time.  He  was  sen- 
tenced to  prison  for  20  years,  and. 
that  was  sufficient  to  qualify  him 
for  the  appointment.  He  was  made  sword- 
bearer.  I  need  not  proceed  any  further, 
but  I  think  the  people  of  Pembroke  and 
Rathmines  do  not  look  at  such  cases  with 
approval.  They  are  law-abiding  men, 
and  they  deal  with  the  business  of  the 
townships  purely  on  business  principles, 
and  the  result  is  that  they  are  opposed  to 
this  Bill,  and  we  find  Nationalists  and 
Roman  Catholics  joining  with  Protestants 


against  it.  That  cannot  be  denied  ;  at 
any  rate  it  may  be  denied,  but  its 
accuracy  cannot  be  disputed.  The  town- 
ships say,  "  We  never  had  a  helping  hand 
from  this  Corporation  ;  they  have  opposed 
efforts  of  ours,  fortunately  unsuccessfully  : 
we  have  worked  out  our  own  prosperity, 
and  we  have  made  the  townships  a  credit 
to  Dublin  and  to  Ireland."  I  believe 
those  townships  show  what  Irishmen  can 
do  when  they  leave  these  wretched 
political  questions  aside.  The  people  of 
the  townships  reason  further.  They  say, 
"  We  are  loyal  men  ;  we  are  in  favour  of 
the  continuance  of  the  Union,  and  we  do 
not  see  why,  against  our  will,  you  should 
throw  us  into  the  arms  of  this  municipal 
octopus,  which  desires  to  swallow  up  our 
prosperity."  The  Corporation  refused 
before  the  world  Co  pass  a  vote  of  thanks 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee — an 
occasion  which  ought  to  modify  even  the 
political  rancour  of  Irishmen.  The  town 
ships  say,  "  Here  is  a  Corporation  carried 
on  on  strictly  political  grounds ;  it 
chooses  men  on  political  grounds, 
and  if  this  Bill  passes  there  will 
be  a  tremendous  field  for  appoint- 
ments, as  the  20th  section  prac- 
tically disestablishes,  although  it  docs 
not  absolutely  disendow,  all  holders  of 
office.  There  will  be  rejoicing  among  all 
ticket-of-leave  men  in  the  country,  as  the 
Corporation  is  a  sort  of  Greenwich 
Hospital  for  Nationalist  wrecks."  I  think 
the  townships  are  justified  in  resisting  a 
proposal  to  swallow  them  up  in  a 
Corporation  carried  on  on  purely  political 
grounds.  I  read  a  speech  made  some 
time  ago  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Clare,  when  he  was  seeking  election  as 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin.  That  speech,  if 
the  hon.  Member  will  permit  me  to  say 
so,  was,  I  thought,  eminently  to  his  credit. 
He  said  he  would  refuse  to  stand  for  the 
position  of  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  or  to 
support  Home  Rule,  if  he  did  not  believe 
and  expect  that  the  minority  would  re- 
ceive fair  play. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (East 
Clare)  :  If  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man will  permit  me,  I  will  explain  what 
I  did  say.  There  was  no  question  of 
standing  for  the  position  of  Lord  Mayor. 
What  I  did  say  was  that  I  felt  perfectly 
certain  that  tho  Corporation  would  give 
fair  play  to  the  minority,  and  that  as  far 
as  I  was  personally  concerned  I  would  not 
have  anything  to  do  with  any  transaction 
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which  did  not  give  the  fullest  possible 
fair  play  to  the  minority. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  I  think 
that  was  eminently  to  the  credit  of  the 
hon.  Member.  But  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin  did  not  make  him  Lord  Mayor ; 
they  only  made  him  an  alderman.  A  man 
who  held  such  views  would  never  be  made 
Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  these  townships,  which  now  conduct 
their  business  on  a  purely  businesslike 
footing,  should  be  handed  over  to  this 
political  organisation,  which,  to  my  mind, 
in  the  past  has  shown  itself  eminently 
unable,  and  possibly  unwilling,  to  manage 
its  own  affairs  in  a  businesslike  way,  and 
which,  if  it  gets  the  management  of  these 
townships,  will  certainly  treat  them  in 
the  same  manner.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Loughborough  has  quoted  some  cases 
where  legislation  of  a  similar  kind  was 
carried  out  in  this  country,  but  he  did  not 
give  any  cases  in  which  it  was  refused. 
He  might  have  mentioned  Glasgow,  in 
connection  with  which  Partick  ana  Govan 
successfully  opposed  annexation.  No  in- 
stance has  been  attempted  to  be  produced 
before  this  House  of  any  great  township, 
such  as  Rathmines,  Rathgar,  or  Clontarf, 
being  forced  against  its  wish  to  join  such 
a  Corporation  as  Dublin  ;  and  believing  as 
I  do  that  if  this  Bill  is  passed,  instead  of 
adding  to  the  prosperity  of  these  town- 
ships, it  will  have  an  opposite  effect,  and 
that  it  is  unfair  to  hand  these  townships 
over  to  a  municipality  which  has  proved 
so  untrustworthy  in  the  past,  I  hope  the 
House  will  reject  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  do 
not  think  anyone  will  accuse  me  of  taking 
Home  Rule  views  or  of  sympathising 
with  the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, but  I  have  always  held  that  we 
should  treat  Irish  questions  as  English 
questions  are  treated,  and  that  is  the 
backbone  of  our  position.  I  would  ask 
the  House,  in  spite  of  what  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  has  said,  if  there 
were  a  similar  case  in  England  or  Scot- 
land, where  a  large  municipality,  particu- 
larly such  an  impoitint  one  as  Dublin, 
was  asking,  on  grounds  of  sanitation, 
or  public  health,  and  other  reasons  of  an 
important  character,  for  an  extension  of 
boundaries,  and  if  the  Bill  had  passed 
Committee,  would  the  House  throw  it 
out  1  We  know  perfectly  well  it  would 
not  do  that  in  the  case  of  an  English 
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city,  and  I  therefore  proteit  against 
doing  it  in  the  case  of  an  Irish  city, 
above  all  in  the  case  of  the  capital  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORE  (Antrim,  N.) : 
Unlike  a  great  many  other  Members  who 
have  addressed  the  House,  I  can  claim  to 
be  a  burgess  of  the  City  of  Dubhn,  and 
an  inhabitant  of  the  area  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  say  will  benefit 
by  this  Bill.  But  although  that  area 
will  be  benefited,  the  change  would  be 
unjust  to  the  townships,  and  it  is 
therefore  my  duty  to  support  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  the  member  for 
the  University  of  Dubbin  in  his  opposi- 
tion. I  was  an  interested  spectator  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  room  upstairs  when 
the  hon.  Member  for  Loughborough  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  I 
should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
dissociating  myself  from  some  of  the  criti- 
cisms which  have  appeared  in  the  Irish 
papers  on  his  conduct  as  Chairman.  Al- 
though I  differ  from  him  and  his  conclu- 
sions, I  do  say,  not  in  any  feeling  of  imperti- 
nence, that  he  made  an  admirable  Chairman. 
At  the  same  time,  that  does  not  permit  me 
to  regard  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
as  any  more  than  a  decision  obtained  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Chairman,  and 
under  such  circumstances  it  is  open  to 
this  House  freely  and  impartially  to 
decide  whether  that  casting  vote  was 
properly  or  improperly  given.  The  Com- 
mittee had  not,  and  the  Chairman  had 
not — I  venture  to  say  so  respectfully — the 
entire  circumstances  before  them.  As  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  has  stated,  a  very 
large  amount  of  the  opposition  against 
this  Bill  on  the  part  of  the  townships 
arises  from  political  distrust  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Dublin ;  and  when  it  was 
intended  to  produce  before  the  Com- 
mittee evidence  on  that  point,  and  when 
it  was  suggested  that  the  Dublin  Corpo- 
ration was  guilty  of  political  misconduct, 
the  Chairman  said  that  the  Committee 
had  no  power  or  right  to  go  into  political 
questions.  That,  I  think,  was  right.  The 
proceedings  might  be  interminable  if  such 
an  area  were  opened  for  debate,  but  that 
does  not  prevent  this  House  from  taking 
such  matters  into  consideration,  and  it  is 
the  first  time  that  the  townships  of 
Dubhn  have  had  an  opportunity  of  stating 
before  the  House  one  of  their  main 
objections  to  the  scheme.  We  are 
asked,  under  this  Bill,  to  destroy  an 
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active  municipal  life.  Whether  the 
bodies  which  carry  on  those  duties 
outside  the  metropolis  of  Ireland  are 
called  Urban  District  Councils  or  Cor- 
porations makes  very  little  difference. 
The  only  difference  is  that  in  one  case 
the  officer  is  called  a  town  councillor, 
and  in  the  other  a  councillor,  and  I  make 
the  hon.  Member  for  Loughborough  a 
present  of  the  distinction.  We  nave 
five  municipalities,  all  actively  carrying 
on  their  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  their 
own  inhabitants,  and  we  are  asked  to  take 
from  them  that  power  and  to  subject 
them  to  the  tyranny  and  despotism  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 
where  only  five  Unionists  are  allowed  to 
take  part  in  municipal  affairs.  Counsel, 
in  the  address  which  was  made  for  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dublin  before 
the  Committee,  persisted  in  saying  that 
no  accusation  of  misrule  could  be  made 
against  the  townships,  but  such  cannot  be 
said  of  the  Dublin  Corporation.  The 
Corporation  is  a  gigantic  political  de- 
bating society,  and  not  till  after  they 
have  finished  debating  political  questions 
will  they  turn  their  mind  to  the  welfare 
of  the  citizens.  From  time  to  time  the 
Corporation  have,  under  an  ancient  right, 
appeared  at  the  Bar  of  this  House  in 
support  of  some  academic  proposition  like 
Home  Rule,  the  relief  of  evicted  tenants,  or 
the  release  of  the  political  prisoners ;  but 
have  they  ever  approached  this  House  in 
support  of  any  single  movement  for  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  country  1  Have 
the  Corporation  ever  petitioned  on  behalf 
of  Irish  industries  or  the  promotion  of  our 
fisheries ;  have  they  ever  done  any  sub- 
stantial thing  outside  the  area  of  the 
purest  partv  politics  1  That  is  the  Cor- 
poration which  is  to  deprive  existing 
municipalities  of  the  right  to  carry  on 
their  duties  which  they  have  performed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  those  living  under 
their  government.  Two-thirds  of  the 
rates  of  Dublin  are  paid  by  Unionists ; 
they  are  able  to  return  one  Member  of 
Parliament,  but  the  wards  are  so  gerry- 
mandered that,  as  regards  municipal 
government,  they  are  only  able  to  secure 
seven  representatives.  The  Corporation 
have  always  devoted  themselves  to  politics ; 
they  have  rewarded  political  supporters 
with  money  contributed  by  Unionist  rate- 
payers, and  have  neglected  their  proper 
business.  While  Rathmines  and  Pem- 
broke were  developing  their  drainage  the 
Corporation  did   nothing.     How  does 


Dublin  stand  with  regard  to  electric 
lighting  1  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will 
not  contradict  me  when  I  say  that  Dublin 
is,  as  far  as  electric  lighting  is  conoerned, 
the  worst  lighted  city  in  the  three  king- 
doms. The  Corporation  have  spent 
£98,000,  and  they  have  only  81  arc- 
lamps,  or  ten  lamps  in  each  of  the  eight 
streets  lighted.  It  is  absolutely  im- 
possible to  obtain  an  electric  lighting 
supply  from  the  Corporation,  and  the 
money  is  absolutely  thrown  away.  Refer- 
ence has  been  made  to  a  plebiscite.  It 
is  true  that  there  was  •  a  plebiscite  in 
Dublin.  The  Parnellite  Corporation 
submitted  the  idea  of  swallowing 
these  townships,  and  everyone  in 
Dublin  thought  it  would  be  to  their 
advantage.  When  the  Corporation  came 
before  the  Committee,  so  anxious  were 
they  to  carry  the  Bill  that  they 
deliberately,  without  any  authority  from 
the  population,  agreed  to  forego  for  ten 
years  the  rates  which  Pembroke  and 
Rathmines  were  to  pay  before  the 
plebiscite  was  taken.  Either  they  were 
authorised  or  not ;  if  they  were 
authorised  then  the  ten  years  provision  is 
illusory ;  if  they  were  not  authorised  the 
Bill  is  entirely  different  from  that  sup- 
ported by  the  plebiscite.  On  every 
point  concession  after  concession  was 
offered  by  the  Corporation,  in  such  a  way 
that  the  original  principle  of  the  Bill  has 
been  destroyed,  and  it  is  enough  to  make 
anyone  suspicious  of  it.  What  is  the  real 
object  of  this  Bill  ?  Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  as  we  all  know,  a  municipality 
in  Ireland  has  power  to  borrow  to  twice 
the  extent  of  its  annual  valuation,  and  the 
borrowing  power  of  the  Dublin  Corpora- 
tion would  amount  to  1^  millions.  But 
they  have  already  borrowed  £1,700,000, 
and  it  is  because  their  Exchequer  is 
exhausted,  and  they  want  to  replenish 
it,  and  for  political  reasons  also, 
that  they  are  so  anxious  to  annex 
these  townships.  It  is  suggested  that 
they  want  additional  land  to  set  up 
buildings  for  the  industrial  classes, 
but  it  was  proved  before  the  Committee 
that  there  are  still  400  acres  of  land  avail- 
able for  that  purpose  within  the  city,  which 
is  quite  enough  to  keep  them  going  for  a 
good  many  years.  Then  the  argument 
is  used,  because  people  come  in  from 
Rathmines  and  Pembroke  to  do  business 
in  the  City  of  Dublin,  that  therefore  they 
should  be  rated.  I  quite  agree  with  that 
principle,  but  if  they  are  to  be  rated  they 
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should  be  rated  in  their  offices  and  ware- 
houses in  the  city,  and  the  fact  that  a  man 
who  lives  in  Pembroke  should  be  rated 
any  more  than  if  he  lived  at  Kingstown 
does  not  apply.    You  might  as  well  tax 
an  Irishman  who  comes  to  London  and 
makes  a  profit  here.    Some  hon.  Members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  may  re- 
gard this  matter  as  trifling,  but  I  would 
assure  the  House  that  it  is  very  important. 
If  there  were  not  a  strong  feeling  in  the 
matter,  it  is  hardly  likely  weshould  have  to- 
day such  an  unusually  large  representation 
in  this  House  from  all  parts  of  Ireland. 
Time  after  time,  before  the  Committee, 
the  question  was  put  as  to  the  advantages 
which  the  townships  would  derive  from 
the  scheme,  and  it  was  jocularly  remarked 
by  one  witness  that  they  would  have  the 
honour  and  glory  of  belonging  to  the 
Municipality  of  Dublin.    That  is  not  an 
honour  for  which  all  of  us  in  Ireland 
are    ambitious.     I    would   point  out 
the    deliberate   unfairness    of   one  of 
the   sections.     The  Gas  Company  is 
the    controlling    influence    in  Dublin 
municipal  politics.     (Cries  of  "  No "). 
Hon.  Members  may  say  "  No,"  and  they 
may  have  their  reasons ;  but  I  do  know 
that  the  Gas  Company  has  the  right  to 
supply  Dublin  at  the  rate  of  3s.  5d.  per 
1,000  cubic  feet,  and  that  it  charges  the 
townships  4s.   6d.    Now,  it  would  be 
imagined  as  a  matter  of  fair  play  that 
when  the  townships  were  dragged  into 
this  scheme  they  would  share  the  same 
benefits  as  Dublin  ;  but  Section  59  states 
that  nothing  contained  in  the  Bill  is  to 
affect  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Gas 
Company,  the  plain  English  of  which  is 
that,  although  the  townships  are  dragged 
into  the  scheme,  they  will  still  have  to 
pay  48.  6d.  That  shows  the  spirit  and  the 
unfairness  of  the  Bill,  which  are  also  in- 
dicated by  the  abject  readiness  of  the 
Corporation  to  surrender  all  these  conces- 
sions, such  as  the  ten  years'  rating  limit  and 
the  twenty-eight  members  representation, 
being  well  aware  that  these  safeguards 
are  utterly  illusory.   One  of  the  instances 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Loughborough 
relied  on  was  that  of  Bristol,  but  the  hon. 
Member  forgot  to  tell  the  House  that 
Bristol  has  been  up  to  the  present  day 
unable  to  annex   Westbury  -  on  -  Trym, 
which  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
analogous  to  Rathmines  and  Pembroke. 
There  is  only  one  other  matter  I  wish  to 
touch  upon.    It  is  quite  true  that  in  the 
case  of  Belfast  the  boundaries  were  ex- 
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tended.  But  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  the  cases  of  Belfast  and  Dublin. 
Many  years  ago  the  authorities  of  Belfast 
saw  that  it  might  be  fatal  to  the  exten- 
sion of  that  city  if  the  adjoiningtown- 
ships  were  allowed  to  grow  up.  But  in 
Dublin  they  allowed  them  to  grow,  and 
it  is  only  when  the  Dublin  Exchequer  is 
practically  exhausted  that  they  show  a 
desire  to  bring  in  the  townships.  It  has 
been  suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  that  the  same  law  should 
apply  on  both  sides  of  the  Irish  Channel 
I  cordially  endorse  that ;  but  I  would 
point  "out  that  you  are  proposing  to  do  in 
Dublin  the  very  reverse  of  what  you  are 
doing  under  the  London  Government 
Bill.  Under  the  latter  Bill  you  are 
creating  separate  municipalities,  whereas 
in  Dub)  in  you  are  seeking  to  merge  pros- 
perous townships  in  the  city. 


Mr.  DUNCOMBE :  I  propose  to  sup- 
port the  Dublin  Corporation  in  this 
matter,  for  I  think  it  would  be  absolutely 
ridiculous  for  this  House,  which  over  and 
over  again  has  supported  the  principle  of 
local  government  for  Ireland,  to  refuse, 
for  political  reasons,  this  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  Corporation  of  Dublin. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Cork,  N.) :  The 
argument  brought  forward  by  the  Mem- 
ber for  Trinity  College  was  that  there 
were  three  Conservative  divisions,  and 
that  it  would  be  unwise  to  include  these 
three  divisions  in  the  area  of  the  City  of 
Dublin.  But  there  are  six  divisions 
affected  by  the  proposal.  The  County 
Council  of  Dublin  is  Nationalist,  Kilmain- 
ham  is  Nationalist,  Clontarf  and  Drum- 
condra  are  Nationalist.  Therefore,  out 
of  the  six  divisions  three  are  Nationalist 
and  three  Conservative,  but  Pembroke 
will  not  long  remain  a  Conservative 
division,  because  it  will  be  Nationalist  aa 
soon  as  the  Nationalists  care  to  take  the 
trouble  of  attending  to  the  register. 
Rathmines  will  probably  always  remain 
Conservative.  Therefore,  when  you  are 
opposing  this  Bill  on  the  ground  of 
political  prejudice,  you  must  recollect  that 
you  are  not  opposing  the  Bill  as  a  whole, 
which  affects  Nationalist  equally  with 
Conservative  areas.  It  is  most  unfair,  in 
regard  to  the  capital  of  Ireland,  that  this 
House,  having  abolished  its  Parlia- 
ment   and     otherwise    curtailed  its 
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prosperity  and  influence,  should  now  dis- 
cuss this  Bill  on  such  grounds.    Let  any 
man  consider  what  Dublin  has  already 
suffered  by  the  Acts  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.     Before  1800  Dublin  was 
confined  within  its  present  municipal  area. 
Dublin  then  enjoyed  a  Parliament,  and  in 
Sackville  Street  alone  there  were  the 
residences  of  40  peers.   Her  squares  were 
inhabited  by  Commoners,  and  by  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  the  island,  but 
they  all  departed  with  the  Union.  First 
the  nobility,  and  then  the  gentry  left, 
and  I  remember  well,  Sir,  the  late  Sir 
Herbert  Stewart,  who  was  killed  at  Abu 
Klea,   furnishing  an  entire  terrace  of 
houses  in  London   with  the  splendid 
decorative  stones  and  chimney-pieces 
which  he  had  quarried  from  out  of  these 
Dublin  residences.    They  were  some  of 
the  finest  specimens  of  art,  but  they  are 
now  all  gone,  and  what  have  remained  t 
Only  the  premises  of  the  merchants,  with 
a  few  of  their  residences.    The  Borough 
Funds  Act  did  not,  when  it  passed  this 
House,  apply  to  Dublin.     Before  1870 
the  work  of  private  legislation  was  costly, 
and  there  were  no  citizens  rich  enough 
and  public  spirited  enough  to  oppose  the 
various  measures  by  which  the  City  of 
Dublin  was  robbed,    and  these  little 
townships     secured     their  privileges. 
In  1890  the  tramways  of  Dublin  were 
extended  far  out  into  the  suburbs,  but 
these  suburbs  are  only  imaginary  divi- 
sions.   These  are  the  results  of  the  rush 
for  fresh  air  and  more  room,  and  the 
desire  to  avoid  the  taxation  of  the  city. 
Now,  Sir,  what  are  the  tests  of  a  town  1 
What  are  the  tests  by  which  we  shall 
decide  whether  or  not  they  shall  be  reck- 
oned separate  towns  1    These  tests  are 
its  markets,  its  fairs,  its  amusements,  its 
stock  exchange,  its  courts  of  justice.  Not 
one  single  one  of  these  township  pos- 
sesses one  single  attribute  of  this  char- 
acter.   If  Dublin  were  to  be  abolished, 
they  would  be  abolished  too.    They  are 
merely  the  excrescences  of  the  city,  and  do 
not  possess  one  single  element  of  real 
urban  life,  and  could  not  under  any  pre- 
tence be  considered  as  separate  entities. 
They  are  only  divided  from  Dublin  by  a 
canal,  and  to  call  them  separate  areas  is 
an  absurdity.    Dublin  is  the  only  city 
since  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  came  to  the 
throne  which  has  not  extended  its  area. 
But,  unfortunately,  in  the  case  of  Dublin, 
its  area  has  actually  been  reduced,  and 
portions  of  these  districts  were  actually 


at  one  time  within  the  area  of  the  City 
of  Dublin.  It  is  said  that  the  Government 
of  Ireland  is  a  continuity,  but  I  will,  Sir, 
point  out  that  so  far  back  as  20  years  ago 
a  Royal  Commission  with  a  Conservative 
President,  and  with  the  present  Chairman 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  one  of 
its  members,  unanimously  reported  in 
favour  of  the  very  proposal  now  before 
the  House;  and  in  1882  Lord  Spencer 
promised  to  do  by  a  Public  Act  what  the 
Dublin  Corporation  are  now  seeking  to 
do  by  a  Private  Bill.    Now,  how  does 
this  House  treat  the  capital  of  England 
or  of  Scotland?    Is  it  in  the  way  it  is 
now  proposed    to  treat  poor  Dublin? 
Edinburgh  has  extended  its  boundaries, 
Glasgow  has  extended  its  boundaries,  so 
have  Londonderry  and  Belfast.    In  fact, 
every  city  in  Great  Britain  has  done 
so,  and  there    has  been  no  question 
of  political  prejudice.     In   regard  to 
this   very   question    of   political  pre- 
judice,    the    City    of    Dublin  has 
suffered  more  by  the  Act  of  Union  than 
any  other  city  in  the  three  kingdoms.  We 
are  told  that  this  House  is  competent  to 
legislate  for  Ireland,  that  it  is  willing  and 
anxious  to  do  so  sympathetically ;  you 
say,  "True  you  are  only  80  members, 
but  there  are  600  English  members  pre- 
pared to  do  you  justice  ;  but  what  are  the 
conditions  under  which  Ireland  struggles 
in  regard  to  public  measures  only  ?  If 
we  succeed  in  getting  only  one  Act 
through  we  go  home  proud,  but  the  con- 
ditions in  regard  to  Private  Bills  are  even 
worse.    The  Irish  municipalities  have  to 
come  here  and  litigate  at  an  enormous 
cost  before  this  House.  A  Bill  is  proposed, 
as  in  the  present  instance,  to  be  read  a 
second  time.    There  is  no  objection  taken 
to  it.    It  is  read  a  second  time  and  sent 
to  a  Committee,  whose  verdict  it  is  under- 
stood shall  influence  the  House  in  its  final 
decision.    There  is  no  Irish  representative 
on  the  Committee.    The  Member  for 
Trinity  College  admits  that  he  and  his 
friends  gambled  on  the  verdict  of  the 
Committee,  and  it  is  only  now  when  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  is  in  our  favour  that 
he  comes  forward  and  opposes  it.  That 
is,  Sir,  after  the  verdict  of  a  jury  on  which 
no  Irish  Member  sat,  and  a  verdict  has 
been  arrived  at  after  seventeen  days' 
discussion,     and     in     the    course  of 
which  17,000  questions  have  been  asked. 
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expended  from  £20,000  to  £25,000, 
the  hon.  Member  asks  the  House  to 
reverse  the  decision.  What  justice  is 
there  in  suoh  proceedings?  The  people 
of  Ireland,  it  is  said,  are  very  ignorant, 
are  very  stupid,  and  very  uneducated ; 
but  the  poorest  man  in  Ireland,  the 
most  stupid  and  uneducated,  will  know 
how  the  rejection  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  of 
this  magnitude,  supported  as  it  is  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  its  officials, 
how  the  rejection  of  it  has  been  brought 
about  by  one  of  the  Orange  Members  of 
the  North  of  Ireland.  Sir,  I  am  amazed 
that  a  question  of  this  great  importance 
should  be  treated  in  this  way  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh. 
He  referred  to  the  main  drainage  of 
Dublin.  What  has  stopped  this  main 
drainage  scheme  ?  Why,  it  is  because 
instead  of  having  one  authority  to  deal 
w^th  there  were  no  less  than  eight,  and 
why  should  an  unfortunate  decayed 
corner  of  Dublin  have  taken  upon  its 
back  this  scheme  of  main  drainage,  in- 
volving, as  it  did,  an  expenditure  of 
three-quarters  of  a  million,  without  the 
townships  contributing  at  all  1  We  are 
told  that  Rathmines  and  Pembroke 
desired  to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  drainage, 
but  that  Dublin  opposed.  No,  Sir,  what 
Dublin  opposed  was  this.  They  opposed 
the  delivery  of  the  sewage  into  the  mouth 
of  the  Liffey,  where  it  would  be  washed 
back  at' every  tide  into  the  town  to  con- 
taminate the  whole  town.  It  is  said 
again  that  Rathmines  has  a  water  supply. 
Yes,  at  sixpence  higher  cost  than  Dublin  ; 
but  it  is  unfiltered.  But  even  unfiltered 
water  ought  to  be  good  enough  to  put 
out  a  fire,  Dut  I  read  the  other  day  that  the 
great  factory  belonging  to  the  eminentCon- 
servative  Member,  Mr.  Pym,  and  employ- 
ing over  300  hands  in  Rathmines,  caught 
fire  and  would  have  become  a  total  loss  if  it 
had  been  left  to  the  precious  care  of  the 
two  men  and  a  boy  who  comprised  the 
Bathmines  Fire  Brigade.  There  was  no 
adequate  fire  brigade  in  Rathmines,  and 
the  Rathmines  water  would  not' squirt.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  the  want  of  afilter  or 
the  want  of  pressure,  but  it  was  certain 
that  but  for  the  presence  of  the  Dublin 
Brigade  that  factory  would  have  been 
destroyed,  and  so  it  was  the  Dublin 
Fire  Brigade  was  always  coming  to  the 
rescue  of  these  little  townships,  who 
paid  nothing  to  the  support  of  the  brigade 
and  who  would  be  helpless  without  it. 
Then,  there  is  the  question  of  the  repre- 

Mr.  T.  M.  HeaXy. 


sentation.  I  have  always  been  in  favour  of 
giving  the  Conservatives  a  greater  repre- 
sentation on  the  Dublin  Corporation  than 
they  now  have.  Five  years  ago  in  a 
Water  Bill  I  engrafted  a  scheme  of 
minority  representation,  but  though  it 
passed  through  this  House,  it  was  rejected 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  august  body 
declaring  that  minority  reports  were  not 
germane  to  water.  Let  me  again  remind 
the  House  of  this  fact,  if  political  pre- 
judice is  brought  forward  against  this 
measure,  that  every  member  of  the  Con- 
servative party  on  the  Dublin  Corporation 
is  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and  some  of  them 
gave  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
while  others  were  here  yesterday  trying 
to  apply  an  antidote  to  the  undignified 
lobbying  of  certain  members  of  the  other 
House,  who  for  private  reasons  are 
opposing  this  Bill.  I  think  they  might 
very  well  wait  to  defend  their  personal 
interests  until  the  Bill  reaches  the 
Second  Chamber.  The  House,  in  con- 
clusion, from  every  point  of  view  is 
making  a  mistake  if  it  rejects  this  BilL 
It  has  Dee n  said  that  the  Dublin  Corpora- 
tion has  given  positions  to  political 
prisoners.  For  myself,  I  was  only  in 
prison  a  very  short  time,  but  I  look 
back  upon  that  period  as  the  proudest 
time  of  my  life.  I  am  very  proud 
of  having  been  in  gaol  for  Ireland, 
prouder  than  I  am  of  anything  else  in  my 
career,  and  if  the  Corporation  has  taken 
pity  upon  a  man  who  has  suffered  like- 
wise, and  sooner  than  he  should  die  of 
hunger  or  tramp  the  streets,  given  him  a 
small  position,  I  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  have  been  put  forward  as  ground 
for  opposing  this  Bill.  Mr.  O'Brien,  the 
man  referred  to,  has  been  given  the 
charge  of  the  baths  and  washhouses,  and 
he  was  an  old  soldier,  he  was  released  by 
a  Conservative  Government  so  far  back 
as  1877,  and  I  really  think  that  after  22 
years  there  should  be  some  Statute  of 
Limitations.  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  the 
Belfast  Corporation  appointed  to  some 
such  office  one  of  the  Orangemen  con- 
victed and  sent  to  prison  in  connection 
with  the  Belfast  riots  of  1886,  or  Mr. 
de  Cobain  when  he  comes  out  of  prison,  to 
some  such  office,  we  should  not  bring  it  for- 
ward as  a  ground  for  opposing  a  Bill  of  the 
Belfast  Corporation.  Again,  Sir,  may  I 
point  out  that  this  Bill  has  been  sup- 
ported by  the  report  of  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion, promised  to  be  embodied  in  a  Public 
Act  by  Lord  Spencer,  and  surely  in 
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following  such  advice  this  House  cannot 
be  going  wrong.  Let  me  finally  say  this, 
the  very  smallest  performances  of  the 
Dublin  Corporation  have  been  opposed  by 
a  narrow  clique  of  this  House  and  else- 
where. In  1890  the  Chief  Secretary  gave 
Dublin  the  power  to  collect  its  own  rates, 
but,  notwithstanding  the  whole  weight  of 
Lord  Salisbury,  the  Bill  only  passed  the 
House  of  Lords  by  a  majority  of  eight 
votes.  It  is  a  pure  matter  of  party 
prejudice,  but  I  caution  this  House,  and  I 
warn  it — you  cannot  declare  at  the  hust- 


ings that  you  are  willing  to  give  Ireland 
everything,  and  now  upon  a  narrow  ques- 
tion of  extension  which  you  have  granted 
to  every  large  city  in  the  United  King- 
dom, you  will  strike  a  greater  blow  at  the 
Union  than  any  that  has  been  given  by 
all  the  Ministries  of  the  previous  90  years. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  291 ;  Noes, 
129.    (Division  List  No.  188.) 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Brnnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Barns,  John 
Bart,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell.Rt.Hn.  JA  (Glasgow 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Carvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness-sh 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collery,  Bernard 
Com  m ins,  Andrew 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radclifte(  Heref 'd ) 
Corbet,  William  J.  (Wicklow) 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Courtney, Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H. 
C  ran  borne,  Viscount 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 


AYES. 

Cross,  Herb.  Shepherd(Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,SirHoratioD(Chatham 
Davies,M.Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon,  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Doughty,  George 
Drucker,  A. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot.  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,W.) 
Farrell/Thomas  J.  (Kerry,  S.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro(Leitb) 
Fergu8son,Rfc.Hn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Field,  William  (Dublin) 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibney,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gunter,  Colonel 


Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.CharlesH. 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampstead) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holden,  Sir  Angus 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnson- Fergusson,  Jabez  E. 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
J  )lline,  Hon.  H.  George 
JonesDavidBrynmor(Swanse& 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kay-Shuttleworth.RtHnSirTJ 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kinloch.SirJohnGeorgeSmyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  George 
Laagley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
La\v8onSirWilfrid(Cumb'l  and 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowles,  John 

Lowther,RtHnJW(Curab'land 
Lloyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese.  Daniel 
Macdona,  John  dimming 
MacDonnell,DrMA(Queen's  C 
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Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool)  , 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard  I 
M'Kenna,  Reginald  ! 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddiaon,  Fred. 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  \V.(Yorks.) 
MendL,  Sigis  ■  und  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Minch,  Matthew 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Money,  Rt  Hon.  J. (Montrose) 
Morrel),  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Sam  n  el 
Morton,  Ax.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murnaghan,  George 
Norton,  Capt.  Coed  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Kelly,  James 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley.  William 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  G.  We  (Reading) 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 


Aird,  John 

AUhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt.  Hn.A.H.S-(Hunte) 
Bath urs t,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish.  V.C.W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Charring  ton,  Spencer 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Colston,  C.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cotton- Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Crippe,  Charles  Alfred 
Cruddas,  Wm;  Donaldson 
Curzon,  Viscount 
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Philipps,  John  Wynford  | 
Pickard,  Benjamin  . 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Robert  j 
Pilkmgton,SirG.A.(L'ncs.SW)  | 
Pirie,  Duncan  V*.  ) 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph  j 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Priestley,  SirW.  O.  (Edin.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John  (East  Gal  way) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W.  _ 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneuz 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John(Forfarsh. ) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 

NOES. 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir.  F.  Dixon 
Dorrington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  P.- 
Fletcher, Sir  Henry 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(C.  of  Lond. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Heath,  James 
Hermon- Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hill,SirEdwardStock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
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Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  Mk.  J.  MTaggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stuart,  James  (Sboreditoh) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen.E.) 
Thorbnrn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jabjper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warde,  Lieut-Col.  C.E,  (Kent) 
Webster,  R  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wbiteley,H.(Ashton-under-L) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Worcester,  N.) 
Woods,  Samnel 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,Commander(Berks,  E.) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
YoxaU,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 

Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  and 

Captain  Donelan. 


Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutehinson,Capt.G.W.  Grice- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R ) 
Jackson,  Rt.Hon.Wm.  Lawiea 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kemp,  George 

Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Lawrenoe,SirE.  Durning-(Cora 
Law  won,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky.Rt.  Hn.  William  E.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  CoL  Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
M'Calmont,Col.  J.(  Antrim,  E.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  R  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thah.) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Mount,  William  George 
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Mmray,Col.Wyndham  (Rath) 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn,  John 
Pprcy.  Earl 

Pilkington,R.(Lancs.  Newton) 
Prety man,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Renshaw,  Charles  Rine 
Robertson,  Herbert(Hackney) 


{13  June  1899} 

Round,  James 

Russell.Gen.F  S.(Cheltenham) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebothara,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  William(Derbys.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Rarrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
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Trittou,  Charles  Ernest 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  SirWm.  H. 
Wei  by,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Went  worth,  RruceC.  Vernon- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Rirm.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Tellers  for  the  Noes— 

Mr.    Carson  and  Colonel 

Saunderson. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

IONIAN  BANK  BILL.  (By  Order.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  It  must  be  understood  by  the  pro- 
moters that  I  can  only  allow  this  Bill  to 
be  read  a  second  time  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  certain  clauses  shall 
be  inserted  at  the  initiative  of  the  Trea- 
sury. The  Bill  does  away  altogether 
with  the  Stamp  Duty,  and  the  Estate 
Duty  in  certain  cases,  and  that  is  a 
matter  we  must  deal  with. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

ST.  NEOTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
(By  Order.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  be 
deferred  till  Monday."— (Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther.) 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE :  I  object. 

♦Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland) : 
I  appeal  to  my  hon.  friend  not  to  press 
the  objection.  I  may  point  out  that,  as 
a  result  of  extending  the  time  for  the 
consideration  of  another  Bill,  the  House 
is  not  now  to  be  troubled  with  it,  so  there 
is  sometimes  a  distinct  advantage  gained 
by  postponement. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE :  Of  course,  after 
that  appeal,  I  withdraw  my  objection, 
but  it  must  be  understood  that  it  is  the 
last  time  I  give  way.    The  House  ought 


not  to  delay  consideration  of  a  Bill  when 
a  day  has  been  definitely  decided  upon. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 

TOTLAND  WATER  BILL  [Lords], 
Read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL, 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL, 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolution  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee— 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Bradford  Tram- 
ways and  Improvement  Bill,  Petition  for 
additional  Provision,  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : — That  the  parties 
be  permitted  to  introduce  their  additional 
Provision,  if  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  think 
fit." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1)  Bill  ; 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill. 

Amendments  to — 

West  Highland  Railway  Bill  [Lords] 
without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888, 
relating  to  Clontarf."  [Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Order  (No.  9)  Bill  (Lords.).] 
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Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  con- 
firm certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to 
East  Retford,  Failsworth,  Pemberton, 
Stourbridge,  Swinton  and  Pendlebury, 
and  Wednesbury."  [Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill  (Lards).] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act 
for  enabling  the  Transvaal  Mortgage, 
Loan,  and  Finance  Company,  Limited,  to 
arrange  with  the  holders  of  their 
founders'  shares,  for  sub-dividing  shares, 
and  creating  certain  preferences  ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Transvaal  Mortgage, 
Loan,  and  Finance  Company  Bill  (Lords).) 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  9  BILL).  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time  ;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  231.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11  BILL).  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time  ;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  232.] 

TRANSVAAL  MORTGAGE,  LOAN,  AND 
FINANCE  COMPANY  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


BOROUGH  FUNDS  ACT,  1872. 
Petition  from  Bethesda,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  be  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY   EDUCATION  (VOLUN- 
TARY SCHOOLS). 

Petition  from  Tranmere,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petition  from  Huddersfield,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  (SCOT- 
LAND BILL. 

Petition  from  Blackford,  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Polmont,  in  favour ;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Plymouth,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE    OF    INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON   SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Nottingham,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VIVISECTION. 
Petition  from  London,  for  prohibition ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,   REPORTS,  &c. 


ARMY  (SPECIAL  PENSIONS). 
Copy  presented,— of  Return  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1899,  of  Pensions 
specially  granted  under  Articles  730, 
1170,  and  1207  of  the  Army  Pay  War- 
rant [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SOUTH   AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 
Copy  presented,— of  Papers  relating  to 
the  Complaints  of  British  Subjects  in  the 
South  African  Republic  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EXPLOSIVES. 
Copy  presented, — of  Twenty-third 
Annual  Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspec- 
tors of  Explosives,  being  for  the  year 
1898  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EXPLOSIONS  (UPLEES  MARSHES. 
EAVERSHAM). 

Copy  presented,— of  Report  by  Colonel 
A.  Ford,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Chief 
Inspector  of  Explosi  ves,  on  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  destruction  and 
explosion  •  of  carbo-gelatine  in  course  of 
manufacture,  which  occurred  at  the 
factory  of  the  Cotton  Powder  Company, 
at  Uplees  Marshes,  near  Faversham,  on 
the  5th  May,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

EXPLOSIONS  (STREETLY.  BIRMING- 
HAM). 

Copy  presented,— of  Report  by  Major 
A.  Cooper-Key,  R.A.,  Her  Majesty's 
Inspector  of  Explosives,  to  the  right 
hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  on  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing an  explosion  of  percussion  caps  in 
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course  of  manufacture  at  the  factory  of 
the  Birmingham  Metal  and  Munitions 
Company,  Limited,  at  Streetly,  near 
Birmingham,  on  the  11th  April,  1899 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INEBRIATE  REFORMATORIES  (RULES 
FOR  MANAGEMENT). 

Copy  presented, — of  Rules,  made  with 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  for  the  Domestic 
Management  of  the  certified  Inebriate 
Reformatory  at  Horfield,  in  the  county  of 
Gloucester  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING,  1898. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Tables  showing  the 
Progress  of  British  Merchant  Shipping." 
— (Air.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly :  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
217.] 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Order  included  in  the 
Eleotric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No. 
20)  Bill."— (Mr.  Bitckie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  pruited.  [No. 
218.]  . 

COMPANIES  (WINDING  UP). 

Return  ordered,  "  of  the  names  of  all 
the  companies  registered  in  England 
which  were  ordered  to  be  wound  up  by 
the  Court,  or  which  passed  resolutions 
for  winding  up  voluntarily,  during  the 
year  ending  the  31st  day  of  December 
1896,  showing  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  liquidators,  and  giving  the  follow- 
ing particulars,  viz. :  (1)  the  amount  of 
paid-up  capital,  distinguishing  the  amount 
paid  up  in  cash  and  the  amount  issued  as 
paid  up  otherwise  than  for  cash  ;  (2)  the 
estimated  amount  of  probable  loss  arising 
on  each  of  the  above-named  classes  of 
shares,  respectively;  (3)  the  estimated 
amount  of  probable  loss  to  unsecured  or 
partially  secured  creditors  ;  (4)  the  names 
of  companies  going  into  liquidation  during 
the  year  1896  on  which  no  losses  to 
shareholders  or  creditors  are  estimated  as 
probable."— (Mr.  Charles  M* Arthur.) 

DRAINAGE  SEPARATION. 
Bill  to  enable  Local  Authorities  to  deal 
separately  with  the  sewage  and  drainage 
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of  their  districts,  ordered  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Stephens,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Sir 
Walter  Foster,  Sir  William  Priestley,. 
Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  Bigwood,  Mr. 
Cripps,  Mr.  Lawson  Walton,  Dr.  Ambrose,, 
and  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones. 

REGISTRATION  OF  ELECTORS 
(ENGLAND). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  regarding,  the 
Registration  of  Electors  in  England, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  R.  G. 
Webster,  Sir  Edward  Gourley,  Major 
Rasch,  Mr.  Vaughan-Davies,  and  Mr. 
Pierpoint. 

DRAINAGE  SEPARATION  BILL. 
"  To  enable  Local  Authorities  to  deal 
separately  with  the  sewage  and  drainage 
of  their  districts,"  presented,  and  read  the 
I  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  21st  June,  and  to  be  printed* 
[Bill  233.] 

REGISTRATION  OF  ELECTORS 
(ENGLAND)  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Law  regarding  the 
Registration  of  Electors  in  England,  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  tune ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  3rd 
July,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  234.] 


QUESTIONS.  ■■ 

LONGFORD  MILITIA. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.): 
j  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
I  for  War  whether  the  decision  of  the  War 
I  Office  authorities  to  remove  the  Militia. 
I  headquarters  from  Longford  to  Mullingar 
I  was  come  to  by  consultation  with  the 
j  officers  of  the  regiment ;  whether  it  was 
!  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  cadets 
|  for  service  with  the  regiment  that  the 
I  change  was  decided  upon,  and  whether  it 
I  is  now  final  and  irrevocable ;  and  to  what 
purpose  is  it  intended  to  put  the  Artillery 
or  Upper  Barracks  in  Longford  formerly 
occupied  by  these  men. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  There  is  no  intention  of  altering 
the  decision  in  regard  to  the  removal  of 
the  headquarters  from  Longford  to  Mul- 
lingar. The  barracks  at  Longford  are  at 
present  occupied  by  a  field  battery  df 
Royal  Artillery,  pending  the  provision  of 
a  new  barrack  elsewhere^  by  ( 
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SALISBURY  PLAIN. 
♦Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire, 
Chesterfield) :  I  bee  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether,  in 
the  Return  No.  150,  of  1899,  which  was 
ordered  by  the  House  in  February  last 
and  distributed  in  May,  of  the  gross  and 
net  rentals  of  property  at  Salisbury  Plain 
purchased  by  the  War  Department,  the 
column  heaaed  "  present  rental "  gives  in 
■all  cases  the  actual  rental  paid  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  land  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase, or  whether  in  any  cases  the  amount 
of  rental  in  that  column  represents  a 
nominal  rental  which  in  practice  was 
reduced  by  an  allowance  of,  in  some  cases, 
as  much  as  20  per  cent,  reduction  on  the 
nominal  rent. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  figures 
shown  in  the  column  " present  rental"  of 
the  Return  referred  to  represent  the  actual 
rent  on  the  4th  April,  1899,  i.e.,  the  date 
on  which  the  Return  was  rendered. 

CEYLON  LAND  ORDINANCES. 
Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Col  onies  when  he  will  distribute  to 
Members  the  report  of  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon  on  the  working  of  the  Land 
Ordinances  Act  of  1897,  in  that  island. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.):  Papers  relating  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Ordinances  and  Mr.  Le 
Mesurier's  complaints  will  be  laid  before 
the  House  as  soon  as  they  can  be  printed. 
The  papers  are  somewhat  voluminous, 
and  there  may  be  longer  delay  than  I  had 
contemplated,  but  the  matter  is  being 
pressed  forward  as  much  as  possible. 

THE  TRANSVAAL— THE  BLOEMFON- 
TEIN  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  ELLIS  J.  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  can  state  the 
cause  of  the  delay  in  the  transmission  of 
Sir  Alfred  Milner's  memorandum  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bloemfontein  Conference; 
and,  if  so,  whether  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  there  was  intentional  inter- 
ference with  the  prompt  and  regular 
despatch  of  such  memorandum ;  can  he 
state  where  the.  delay  in  the  transmission 
of  the  message  occurred ;  and  whether  he 


can  explain  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  representative  of  the  Transvaal 
Government  in  Europe  received  informa- 
tion as  to  the  proceedings  at  and  the 
result  of  the  Bloemfontein  Conference 
before  such  information  reached  the 
Colonial  Office. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Sir  A 
Milner's  memorandum  was  at  first  com- 
municated to  Reuter's  Agency,  and  was 
transmitted  as  a  Press  message,  and 
not  as  a  Government  message.  The 
delay  in  transmission  was  due  to  the 
partial  interruption  of  the  cable  for 
repairs.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that 
there  was  any  intentional  interference 
with  its  despatch.  The  message  sent 
from  the  Transvaal  was  sent  as  a  Govern- 
ment message,  and  so  obtained  priority. 
On  learning  that  Reuter's  message  was 
delayed  I  instructed  Sir  A.  Milner  to 
have  his  memorandum  sent  as  a  Govern- 
ment message.  f 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  statement  made  in  a 
Reuter  telegram  on  Friday  last  to  the 
effect  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  had  acknow- 
ledged that  Mr.  Kruger's  request  for 
arbitration  by  other  than  foreign  Powers 
on  all  points*  of  future  difference  under 
the  Convention  was  reasonable:  and, 
when  the  official  documents  which  throw 
light  on  what  took  place  will  be  pub- 
lished. 

MR.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  re- 
ceived the  following  explanation  from  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  in  regard  to  the  statement 
to  which  the  hon.  Member's  question  re- 
lates: 

"  The  President's  statement  referred  to  is  an 
inference  from  what  I  said  which  I  consider 
was  not  justified,  and  which  I  immediately 
corrected.  My  position  on  the  subject  is  cor- 
rectly summed  up  in  the  words  of  my  telegram 
of  the  8th  instant,  viz. :— *  Arbitration  had 
been  mentioned  during  the  Conference  along 
with  other  matters,  but  no  definite  proposal  on 
the  subject  was  before  his  Excellency  at  the 
moment.  On  some  questions  Her  Majesty'' 
Government  clearly  could  not  arbitrate, 
and  on  no  question  would  they  ever  agree  to 
arbitration  uy  means  of  a  foreign  Government. 
At  the  same  time  there  was  a  class  of  ques- 
tion about  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
might  agree  to  arbitrate  if  a  suitable  method 
could  be  found  ;  if  a  proposal  on  that  subject 
was  submitted  at  any  time  it  could  be  con- 
sidered independently  of  any  of  the  proceed- 
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Ings  of  this  Conference.  As  already  pointed 
oat,  His  Excellency  was  not  authorised  to 
discuss  this  question,  but  any  definite  proposi- 
tion which  His  Honour  might  make  at  any 
time  would  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  I  distinctly 
stated  that  arbitration  was  not  admissible  on 
all  questions  of  difference ;  and  equally  dis- 
tinctly that  on  no  question  would  arbitration 
by  a  foreign  Power  oe  admitted.  As  regards 
the  President's  position  in  the  matter  he  never 
explained  what  he  meant  by  arbitration,  or 
made  any  definite  proposal.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  did  certainly  gather  from  the  remark 
to  which  reference  is  made  that  he  was 
prepared  to  abandon  arbitration  by  foreign 
Powers." 

Since  the  Conference  President  Kruger 
has  submitted  a  proposal  on  the  subject 
of  arbitration  which  contemplates  that 
the  president  of  the  arbitral  tribunal 
should  lie  the  foreigner.  The  official 
•documents  connected  with  the  Bloemfon- 
tein  Conference  will  be  published  as  soon 
as  possible  after  they  are  received. 

ALLEGED  ARMING  THE  BOERS  IN 
NATAL. 

Sir  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, West) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
has  any  information  to  the  effect  that  the 
Transvaal  Government  has  recently  dis- 
tributed arms  and  ammunition  among  the 
Boers  in  Natal,  and  is  arming  our  own 
subjects  against  this  country  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  will  use  his  influence  with  the 
Natal  Government  to  prevent  this  going 
on. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  re- 
ceived no  such  information. 

POLITICAL  RIGHTS  OF  UITLANDERS. 

Sir  ELLIS  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
steps  Her  Majesty's  Government  propose 
to  take  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  in- 
creasing danger  to  the  public  peace,  and 
to  the  general  commercial  interest,  caused 
by  the  refusal  by  the  Boer  Government  of 
personal  liberty  and  political  rights  to  the 
Uitlanders  of  the  Transvaal,  who  number 
over  two-thirds  of  the  white  population. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  al- 
ready stated  that  Sir  A.  Milner  has  been 
instructed  to  have  the  despatch  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  written  in  reply  to 
the  petition  from  British  subjects  in  the 
Transvaal  communicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  South  African  Republic,  and 


a  Blue  Book  containing  this  despatch  and 
other  panel's  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  to- 
day. Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
wait  for  the  despatches  from  the  High 
Commissioner  with  full  reports  of  the 
Conference  before  sending  further  instruc- 
tions. 


Mr  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh^  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  is  the  shortest  time  within 
which  a  foreigner  coming  to  this  country 
can  actually  exercise  the  franchise ;  and 
how  this  period  compares  with  that  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Kruger  for  conferring  the 
franchise  on  Uitlanders. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  said :  A  for- 
eigner coming  to  this  country  can  be 
naturalised  after  five  years'  residence  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  After  naturalisa- 
tion, if  otherwise  qualified,  he  can  be  regis- 
tered and  can  exercise  the  franchise  from 
the  1st  of  January  after  he  is  registered. 
If  he  completes  the  five  years'  residence 
and  is  naturalised  just  before  the  last 
day  for  sending  in  claims  for  registration, 
he  can  actually  exercise  the  franchise 
within  five  years  and  about  five  months 
after  coming  to  this  country.  The  period^ 
within  which  it  is  proposed  by  President 
Kruger  that  a  foreigner  coming  into  the 
Transvaal  may  obtain  the  franchise  ap- 
pears to  be  seven  years,  namely  two 
years  before  naturalisation  and  five  years 
after  naturalisation.  But  the  proposal  is 
only  partially  retro-active  and  foreigners 
who  have  lived  in  the  Transvaal  from 
before  1890  would  still  have  to  wait  two- 
and-a-half  years  before  obtaining  the 
franchise,  and  foreigners  whose  residence 
began  in  or  after  1890,  and  who  have 
resided  for  two  years  or  more,  would  have 
to  wait  five  years. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.):  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  in  this  country  a  certificate 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  is  necessary 
for  legalising  naturalisation,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  can  withhold  it  at  his  dis- 
cretion, without  right  of  appeal,  even  if 
all  other  requirements  are  satisfied  1 

Mr  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
seen  a  statement  to  that  effect  in  the 
papers.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  wants 
accurate  information,  however,  as  to  the  pro- 
cess of  naturalisation,  he  had  better  apply 
to  the  Home  Secretary. 
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THE   PACIFIC   CABLE.  I 
Mr.   HOGAN  (Tipperary,   Mid.):  ij 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  1 
Colonies  whether  the  proposals  of  Her  j 
Majesty's  Government  in  reference  to  the  | 
construction  of  the  Pacific  Cable  have  now  , 
been  revised ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can 
give  a  general  indication  of  the  amended 
offer  of  co-operation  with  the  Canadian 
and  Australasian  Governments. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  matter 
is  still  under  discussion  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Colonial 
Governments  concerned,  and  I  am  not  yet 
in  a  position  to  make  a  statement. 


meantime,  that  it  involves  a  considerabla 
increase  of  the  duty  on  imported  spirits. 

TONGA.  . 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs; 
whether  the  agreement  recently  entered 
into  practically  amounts  to  a  British  Pro- 
tectorate over  the  Native  Kingdom  of 
Tonga ;  and  whether  the  action  of  the 
captain  of  H.M.S.  Tauranga  was 
authorised  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
or  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  for 
the  Western  Pacific  % 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The 
answer  to  the  first  paragraph  is  in  the 
negative.  The  action  of  the  captain  of 
the  Tauranga  was  authorised  ny  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 


•  MAURITIUS   SUGAR  INDUSTRY. 

♦Mr.  W.  H.  HOLLAND  (York  W.R., 
Rotherham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  can  state 
whether  there  has  been  any  diminution  in  THE  ALASKAN  BOUNDARY  QUESTION 
the  acreage  under  sugar  in  the  Mauritius  . 
during  the  last  five  years ;  and,  if  so, 
to  what  extent.  V\ 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  It  appears  , 
from  the  Blue  Books  for  the  years  1893- 
1897  (the  last  Blue  Book  we  have)  that , 
tlie  estimated  acreage  of  cultivated  lands 
ori  sugar  estates  in  Mauritius  was,  in  1893, 
71,000  arpents  approximately ;  1894, 
114,000;  1895,  93,000;  1896,  52,000  ; 
1897,  79,421.  An  arpent  is  about  Ifith 
of  an  acre.  These  figures  show  that  there 
was  a  great  increase  in  the  estimated 
acreage  of  cultivated  land  between  the 
years  1893  and  1894,  a  rapid  decline 
between  the  years  1894  and  1896,  and  a  i 
partial  recovery  in  the  year  1897  which 
is  the  last  year  for  which  the  figures  are 
available. 


WEST  AFRICAN  LIQUOR  TRAFFIC.  I 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar) :  I  beg ! 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  j 
Colonies  whether  he  can  give  to  the 
House  any  information  as  to  the  results : 
arrived  at  by  the  Brussels  Conference  on ! 
the  West  African  Liquor  Traffic ;  and 
when  it  is  intended  that  the  relative 
papers  shall  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  A  Conven- 
tion was  signed  on  the  8th  June,  and  it 
will  be  communicated  to  the  House  as. 
soon  as  possib  le.  The  papers  relating  to 
the  matter  will  be  laid  before  Parliament 
at  an  early  date.    I  may  add,  in  the 


Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  have 
now  arrived  at  an  understanding  on  the 
Alaskan  boundary  question. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  answer  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  question  is  in  the 
negative. 

TURKISH  LOAN,  1885: 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Convention 
for  the  conversion  of  the  residue  of  the 
4  per  cent.  Turkish  Loan  of  1885,  which 
was  signed  in  London  5th  August,  1898, 
has  yet  been  submitted  to  Parliamept ; 
and,  if  not,  why  not. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  can  only  give  a 
reply  similar  to  that  returned  to  a  ques- 
tion on  this  subject  on  the  20th  April  r 
that  as  the  negotiations  are  still  imcom- 
plete  no  statement  can  be  made  at 
present. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  that  the  statement  in 
The  Times  of  August  6th,  that  the  Con- 
vention was  signed  on  the  previous  day, 
is  not  true  ? 


No  answer. 
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Mr.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington):  When  |  to  the  Viceroy  of  Nanking  to  allow  the 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  expect  to  j  export  of  all  rice  purchased  prior  to  the 
he  able  to  make  a  statement  1  ;  date  of  the  proclamation. 


No  answer. 

RUSSIA  IN  CHINA. 

Sm  ELLIS  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  can  inform 
the  House  for  what  cause  Her  Majesty's 
Government  by  the  recent  Anglo-Russian 
agreement  accepted  the  extension  of  the 
Russian  sphere  of  interest  up  to  the  Great 
Wall  of  China,  that  is,  close  to  Pekin. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  No  question  arose 
in  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  of 
extending  the  Russian  sphere  of  in- 
terest, but  of  defining  the  limits  within 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
not  apply  for  concessions  or  oppose  them, 
if  applied  for  by  the  Russian  Government. 
The  Great  Wall  of  China  forms  a  natural 
division,  and  is  the  boundary  of  Manchuria 
in  the  provinces  of  Mukdar. 

Sir  ELLIS  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
Am  I  to  understand  that  the  Russian 
sphere  of  interest  has  not  been  extended 
to  the  Great  Wall  of  China  1 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  said  the  question 
of  extending  it  did  not  arise  in  the 
Agreement. 

PROHIBITION  OF  RICE  EXPORTS  FROM 
NANKING. 

Mr.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Blackfriars) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  .  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Viceroy 
of  Nanking  having  recently  prohibited  the 
export  of  rice,  the  Britisn  Consul  at 
Shanghai  subsequently  applied  for  permis- 
sion to  ship  some  to  Wei-hai-Wei  for  the 
use  of  the  garrison,  but  was  refused; 
whether  subsequently  the  Russian  Consul 
peremptorily  demanded  permission  to  ship 
rice  to  Port  Arthur,  which  demand  was 
granted  ;  and  whether  the  request  of  the 
British  Consul  was  then  complied  with. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  We  have  no  infor- 
mation confirmatory  of  the  reports  re- 
ferred to  .by  the  hon.  Member.  At  the 
instance  of  a  British  firm,  who  complained 
of  the  hardship  entailed  by  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  export  of  rice  from  Wuhu 
without  sufficient  notice,  representations 
were  made  to  the  Chinese  Government  by 
Her  Majesty's  Charg6  d' Affaires,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  instructions  were  sent 


IRISH  LIGHTS — MAIDEN  ROCKS, 
LARNE. 

;     Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
i  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
i  Trade  whether  he  can  state  how  many 
applications,  memorials,  and  requests  have 
'  been  made  to  the  Irish  Lights  Board 
I  within  the  past  ten  years  regarding  the 
better  marking  of  the  Maiden  Rocks, 
Lame,  and  the  lighting  of  the  beacon  at 
1  the  western  entrance  of  Castletown,  Bere- 
'  haven ;  and,  considering  the  numerous 
complaints  by  mariners  and  local  bodies 
j  of  the  failure  of  the  Irish  Lights  Board 
i  to  provide  proper  warnings  for  mariners,. 
1  both  on  the   Maiden  Rocks  and  the 
western  entrance  to  Castletown,  Bere- 
haven,  whether  he  will  order  a  Board  of 
Trade  inquiry  into  the  complaints  regard* 
ing  these  two  places  against  the  Irish 
Lights  Board. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
i  am  informed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
i  Irish  Lights  that  they  have  received  five 
applications,  memorials,  or  requests  in 
favour  of  the  better  marking  of  the 
Maiden  Rocks.    The  Board  understand 
that  the  question  has  been  very  fully 
considered  by  the  Commissioners' and  by 
the  Trinity  House,  who  are  of  opinion 
that  the  existing  arrangements  are  ade- 
quate for  the  present  requirements  of 
navigation.    This  view  is  confirmed  by 
>  the  opinion  given  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
j  by  their  nautical  adviser.    In  particular, 
the  Board  are  advised  that  the  establish- 
;  ment  of  a  fog  signal  in  this  locality  would 
1  be  of  doubtful  expediency.    The  Board 
of  Trade  have  also   received  several 
memorials  with  respect  to  the  lighting  of 
the  beacon  at  the  western  entrance  of 
|  Castletown,  Berehaven.  As  explained  by 
me  on  former  occasions,  it  is  not  thought 
desirable  to  encourage  vessels  to  use  the 
western  channel,  which  is  narrow  and 
dangerous.    I  have  no  intention  of  order- 
ing an  inquiry  into  the  complaints  against 
the  Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  with 
respect  to  these  two  places. 

BRITISH     SAILORS     AT     RIO  DE 
JANEIRO. 

Mr.  HOG  AN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  has  observed,  at  page  25 
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of  the  recently  issued  Consular  Report 
on  Rio  de  Janeiro,  a  reference  to  the 
evils  that  befall  British  sailors  in  that 
port  through  the  traffic  in  drink  carried  on 
by  boats  licensed  by  the  municipality ; 
and  whether  the  representations  made 
with  a  view  to  the  suppression  of  this 
traffic  have  been  successful 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  Yes,  Sir.  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  passages  re- 
ferred to  in  the  question.  No  further 
information  has  yet  arrived  from  the 
Consul. 

BUENOS  AYRES  CATTLE  TRADE. 

Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
deent  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Hindustan, 
from  Buenos  Ayres  to  London  (Deptford) 
with  cattle,  lost  155  bullocks  out  of  160, 
and  860  sheep  out  of  967,  and  that  she 
was  black-listed  for  12  months  from  23rd 
February,  1899 ;  whether  he  can  state 
the  reason  why  the  black-listing  Order  has 
been  cancelled  in  three  months;  and 
what  has  occurred  since  to  enable  the 
steamer  to  again  carry  live  stock  1 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  W.  H.  Long, 
Liverpool,  West  Derby) :  It  is  the  case 
that  the  losses  of  the  Hindustan  on  a 
voyage  from  the  Argentine,  in  January 
last,  were  as  stated  in  the  question,  and 
inasmuch  as  we  considered  that  the  losses 
were  in  part  attributable  to  the  fittings  of 
the  vessel  we  issued  an  Order  prohibiting 
the  carriage  of  cattle  by  her  for  a  period  of 
12  months.  We  subsequently  received 
assurances  from  the  owners  as  to  the 
future  equipment  of  the  vessel  which 
justified  us  in  withdrawing  the  prohibition 
Order,  but  the  result  of  ner  voyages  will 
be  closely  watched,  and  the  owners  have 
been  warned  that  any  recurrence  of  the 
losses  may  lead  to  the  re-imposition  of 
the  Order. 

Mr.  FIELD:  Then  the  name  of  this 
vessel  has  been  removed  from  the  black 
list? 

♦Mr.  W.  H.  LONG:  Yes,  because  I 
have  satisfied  myself  that  the  weather 
through  which  the  vessel  passed  was  of 
an  exceptional  character,  and  I  have  re- 
ceived definite  assurances  from  the  owners 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  make  the 
fittings  more  satisfactory.  i 


NEW  WINE  DUTIES. 
Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devon,  South  Molton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer what  amount  of  revenue  he  ex- 
pects to  derive  from  the  new  duty  of  3d. 
per  gallon  on  wine  under  30  per  cent, 
proof  spirit. 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol* 
W.):  About  £127,000. 

THE  BAWNBOY  LETTER  CARRIER 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre* 
senting  the  Postmaster-General,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  John  Pinkman,  a  rural 
letter  carrier  in  the  Bawnboy  sub-district, 
walks  eight  miles  a  day  in  his  rounds, 
only  receiving  therefor  the  sum  of  5s.  6d. 
per  week ;  on  what  scale  is  remuneration 
to  these  rural  letter  carriers  fixed ;  and 
will  he  consider  the  case  with  a  view  to- 
improvement  of  salary. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRET  ARY  to  th* 
TREASURY  (Mr.  H anbury,  Preston): 
The  work  of  the  rural  postman  referred 
to  varies  on  different  days  of  the  week, 
and  it  is  not  clear  from  the  particulars  at 
present  obtainable  what  average  distance 
he  walks  daily.    He  receives  a  sum  of 
j  58.  3d.  a-week.     The  remuneration  to- 
I  messengers  of  this  class  is  fixed  at  the 
rate  of  4d.  per  hour  in  country  districts, 
j  The  Postmaster-General  will  consider  th* 
|  case  of  this  postman,  with  a  view  of  ascer- 
|  taining  whether  any  increase  of  his  wages 
is  justified.    It  may  be  found  desirable  to- 
reduce  his  duties  and  assign  some  of  them, 
to  other  persons. 

LOUGH  RYNN  LETTER  DELIVERIES. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as. 
representing  the  Postmaster-General 
whether  repeated  complaints  have  been 
received  from  residents  in  Lough  Rynn, 
county  Leitrim,  as  to  their  letters  being 
seriously  delayed  by  being  sent  to  Lough- 
glynn,  county  Roscommon ;  and  if  he  can 
state  what  steps  have  been  taken  to 
remedy  this  matter. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Several  complaint*, 
have  been  received  in  regard  to  the  mis- 
sending  of  letters  addressed  to  Lough 
Rynn.  Instructions  have  been  given  with 
the  view  of  ensuring  the  proper  treatment 
of  correspondence  for  Lough  Rynn  in 
future.  The  full  address  for  the  place  i* 
"  Lough    Rynn,    Dromod   RS.O.,  co. 
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don  and  Local  Taxation  Act,  1892,  and 
are  not  eligible  to  share  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary Grant. 


BELFAST   POST   OFFICE  STAFF. 

Mr.  SCHWANN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster-General,  whether  the 
Belfast  Post  Office  authorities  have  made 
the  minimum  pay  of  each  class  the  same 
as  the  maximum  pay  of  the  class  below ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  this  arrangement  has 
received  his  sanction ;  and,  if  not,  would 
he  take  steps  to  increase  the  minimum  of 
the  higher  classes,  with  retrospective 
action  to  September  last,  the  date  of  the 
last  revision. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  Under  the  last  re- 
vision of  the  indoor  force  at  Belfast  the 
minimum  of  each  class  is  the  same  as  the 
maximum  pay  of  the  class  below,  except 
in  the  case  of  the  class  of  clerks  where 
the  minimum  is  overlapped  to  the  extent 
of  17s.  a  year  by  the  maximum  of  the 
sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists.  The 
scales  of  pay  are  those  authorised  by  the 
Treasury  for  the  offices  in  the  class  into 
which  Belfast  falls.  An  officer  who  has 
been  at  the  maximum  of  his  scale  for 
more  than  a  year,  on  promotion  enters  the 
higher  class  at  the  minimum  of  the  scale, 
plus  one  year's  increment.  If  he  has 
been  at  the  maximum  of  his  scale  for  less 
than  a  year  he  receives  his  first  increment 
in  the  new  ciaas  when  that  year  has  been 
completed.  The  Postmaster-General  does 
not  think  it  necessary  to  alter  the  scales 
as  suggested. 

SCOTTISH  SECONDARY  AND  TECH- 
NICAL SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
if  he  could  state  what  are  the  higher  class 
secondary  and  technical  schools  which 
come  within  the  scope  of  paragraph  3 
of  the  Minute  of  27th  April,  1899. 

♦The  JUNIOR  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Anstruther,  St.  Andrew's 
Burgh)  (for  the  Lord  Advocate)  :  In  the 
absence  of  my  right  hon.  friend  I  am 
asked  to  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  give 
any  exhaustive  definition  of  the  schools 
which  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
paragraph  referred  to,  as  each  case  must 
be  judged  on  its  own  merits.  But 
generally  it  may  be  said  that  the  schools 
intended  are  those  which  come  within  the 
terms  of  Section  2  (1)  (b)  of  the  Educa- 


KERRY  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  FIELD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  any  complaints  have  been 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
that  contractors  to  the  County  Council  of 
Kerry  and  District  Council  of  Cahirci- 
veen  were  members  of  these  Boards ; 
whether  contractors  are  disqualified  by 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1898  from 
being  members  of  the  councils  to  which 
they  are  contractors  ;  whether  there  is  a 
difference  in  the  law  in  case  of  a  real  and 
nominal  contractor ;    and,   what  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  practically  prevent  real  or 
nominal  contractors  from  being  members 
of  the  new  Local  Government  bodies. 

♦The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IR 
LAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leed 
Central) :  The  reply  to  the  first  and 
second  paragraphs  is  in  the  affirmative. 
Article  12  of  the  Application  of  Enact- 
ments Order  of  22nd  December,  1898, 
provides  that  a  person  shall  not  be 
qualified  to  be  elected,  or  to  sit,  as  mem- 
ber of  a  county  or  district  council  who 
is  concerned  by  himself  or  his  partner  in 
any  bargain  or  contract  entered  into  with 
the  council,  or  participates  by  himself  or 
his  partner  in  any  such  contract.  A  per- 
son acting  in  contravention  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  enactment  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  £20  for  each 
occasion  on  which  he  acts,  and  it  is 
further  provided  by  Section  94  of  the 
Act  of  last  yeai  that  a  person  who  incurs 
such  a  penalty  shall  for  seven  years  be 
disqualified  for  being  elected  a  member 
of  any  council.  Save  as  to  any  question 
which  may  arise  on  the  audit  of  the 
accounts,  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter.  It  ia 
the  duty  of  the  parties  interested,  not  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  to  institnte 
proceedings  for  breach  of  the  provisions 
of  Article  12  of  the  Order  referred  to. 

ULSTER  AND  CONNAUGHT  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  resolutions  of  managers  of  national 
schools  in  Ulster  and  Connaught,  whereby 
they    endeavour    to   prevent  national 
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teachers  from  belonging  to  a  legal  organi- 
sation and,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
number  of  illiterates  in  Ireland,  the 
Government  intend  to  give  the  Irish 
local  government  bodies  a  share  of  con- 
trol over  the  system  of  national  education 
and  the  appointment  and  dismissal  of 
Irish  national  teachers. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  have  re- 
ferred this  question  to  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education,  who  have  informed 
me  they  have  received  no  communication 
on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  referred 
to.  There  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  giving  local  authorities 
a  share  of  control  over  the  appointment 
and  dismissal  of  the  teachers  in  Irish 
National  schools,  but  it  may  be  remarked 
that  the  Irish  Education  Act  of  1892  vests 
in  the  county  councils  the  power  of  bring- 
ing the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Act 
into  operation  within  the  areas  of  the  , 
rural  districts  of  their  respective  counties, 
which  seems  to  be  the  most  direct  means  ( 
of  coping  with  illiteracy. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  IN 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  FIELD:  I  bee  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  the  terms  of 
reference  to  the  Viceregal  Commission  on 
Intermediate  Education  in  Ireland ;  and 
whether  those  terms  are  at  variance  with 
those  announced  in  the  Session  of  1898. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  In  answer  to 
the  first  paragraph,  I  would  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  first  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
system  of  Intermediate  Education  in  Ire- 
land. This  Report  was  presented  to 
Pariament  last  year.  I  do  not  know  to 
what  the  second  paragraph  refers. 

LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
COLLECTOR. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  will  he  explain  why 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  written 
to  the  Longford  County  Council  that, 
unless  they  appoint  one  Jones  to  be  a 
collector  (he  being  an  existing  officer), 
any  other  person  appointed  by  the 
council  will  have  no  power  to  collect 
rates,  and  any  remuneration  to  him  will 
be  surcharged  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
it  is  competent  to  the  Council  to  retire 
Jones,  according  to  the  compensation 
scale  laid  down  in  the  seventh  schedule 


of  the  Act ;  and  whether  he  will  lay  the 
whole  correspondence  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  secretary 
to  the  County  Council,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  asked  what 
would  be  the  result  should  the  Council 
decline  to  appoint  Mr.  W.  Jones  (an 
existing  officer  willing  to  serve),  and  if 
they  were  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  appoint- 
ing an  outsider.  It  was  in  reply  to  this 
inquiry  that  the  Board  stated  that — 

"  If  the  council  appoint  a  person  as  collector 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  Section  115,  Sub- 
section 10  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1898, 
the  appointment  would  be  invalid,  and  the 
person  appointed  would  have  no  legal  authority 
to  collect  the  rates,  and  any  payments  made 
to  him  would  be  surcharged." 

This  enactment  provides  that  the  scheme 
of  a  county  council  for  the  collection  of 
the  poor-rate 

"shall  not  authorise  the  employment  of 
officers  not  transferred  to,  or  previously  em- 
ployed by,  the  council  if  sufficient  existing 
officers  have  expressed  their  willingness  to 
serve," 

and  is  not  over-ridden  by  the  12th  sub- 
section, which  regulates  the  compensa- 
tion to  the  existing  officers  who  cannot 
be  provided  for  in  the  schemes.  The 
correspondence  is  not  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House, 
but  I  will  be  happy  to  supply  the  hon. 
Member  with  a  copy  of  it,  should  he  so 
desire. 

LONGFORD  AND  THE  AGRICULTl'L- 
TURAL  GRANT. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  on  what  basis  the  allotment  of  the 
County  Longford  portion  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Grant  was  fixed :  what  excluded 
charges  (if  any)  were  taken  into  account 
in  fixing  the  amount  for  the  half-year  at 
£4,905  5s. ;  will  he  explain  why  it  is  that, 
although  the  figures  on  which  this  calcu- 
lation was  based  have  been  asked  for  by 
the  County  Council,  no  reply  has  been 
,  vouchsafed ;  and  will  he  see  that  the 
i  Local  Government  Board  supply  full  in- 
formation as  desired. 

•Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Iwisis  on 
which  the  Agricultural  Grant  to  Long- 
ford, as  to  other  counties,  was  fixed,  is 
defined  in  Sections  48,  49, 56  and  57  of  the 
Act  of  last  year.  The  excluded  charges 
j  in  the  case  of  Longford  consist  of  charges 
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for  malicious  injuries,  relief  of  distress, 
and  special  sanitary  rates.  They  affected 
the  Grant  to  the  extent  of  about  j£90. 
The  information  asked  for  by  the  County 
Council  was  not  given  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  but  I  propose,  as 
already  stated,  to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  general  Memorandum  explaining 
the  methods  adopted  in  order  to  arrive  at 
the  basis  on  which  the  amounts  of  the 
Grant  have  been  calculated. 

QUEEN'S  ISLAND  WORKMEN, 
BELFAST. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  on  Friday  last,  in  the  Queen's 
Island,  Belfast,  a  Roman  Catholic  work- 
man was  set  on  by  a  couple  of  hundred 
Protestant  workmen  and  beaten  severely ; 
that  the  crowd  dragged  the  Catholic  to 
the  water's  edge,  ana7  when  he  seized  hold 
of  a  lamp  with  both  hands  to  save  him- 
self from  being  thrown  into  the  dock,  he 
was  kicked  by  several  men  on  the  abdo- 
men and  on  the  hands  to  make  him  relax 
his  hold,  and  then  thrown  into  the  water, 
where  he  would  have  been  drowned  had 
he  not  been  rescued  by  some  men  who 
were  bathing ;  and,  what  steps  the  Go- 
vernment propose  to  take  to  put  a  stop 
to  this  state  of  things. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  details 
in  the  first  paragraph  do  not  appear  to  be 
quite  accurate.  The  man  in  question 
was  a  Protestant,  although  prol>ably  he 
was  mistaken  for  a  Roman  Catholic,  and 
his  assailants  were  about  twelve  in  num- 
ber, who  beat  him  with  their  fists, 
knocked  him  down,  and  kicked  him,  and 
finally  threw  him  into  the  water.  There 
has  been,  I  regret  to  say,  several  other 
cases  of  gross  and  unprovoked  assaults 
of  a  similar  character  in  Belfast.  In  all 
of  these  cases  the  men  assaulted  are 
either  ignorant  of  the  names  of  their 
assailants  or  are  unwilling  to  disclose 
them,  but  instructions  have  been  given  to 
the  police  to  spare  no  pains  in  tracing 
the  guilty  parties  and  making  them 
amenable. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  station  police  inside  these 
works,  in  order  to  prevent  such  abomi- 
nable brutality,  if  the  owners  will  not 
give  assurances  that  it  shall  be  stopped  ? 


♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid! 
cannot  undertake  to  place  policemen  in- 
side every  factory  in  Belfast. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  am  only  speaking  of 
the  place  where  this  man  was  thrown  into 
the  water. 

WESTPORT  COMMISSIONERS. 

Dr.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  Westport  Commissioners  have 
petitioned  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  constitute  them  an  urban  sanitary 
authority ;  and  whether  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  have  come  to  any  decision 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  A  petition 
of  the  nature  referred  to  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  have  given  instructions  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  local  inquiry  into  the  matter, 
pending  which  no  decision  will  be  come 
to. 

DUBLIN  POLICE  CLOTHING. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.)  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  seeing 
that  the  members  of  the  Dublin  Metro- 
politan Police  are  compelled  to  wear  in 
summer  the  same  heavy  tunics  and 
helmets  that  they  wear  in  winter,  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  to  extend  to  Dublin 
the  rule  which  operates  in  London,  per- 
mitting the  use  of  a  lighter  police  uniform 
in  the  summer  months. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  question 
of  lighter  summer  clothing  for  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police  has  already  engaged 
attention.  It  appears,  however,  that 
nothing  can  be  done  in  the  matter  until 
the  termination,  in  December  next,  of 
the  existing  clothing  contracts.  The 
matter  will  then  be  further  considered  by 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police. 

DOMINICK   O'DONNELL,  OF 
GLENCJAD. 

Mr.  CRILLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  is  he  aware  that  Dominick 
O'Donnell,  a  landowner,  is  at  present  an 
inmate  of  the  Belmullet  Union ;  and, 
whether  he  is  receiving  any  money  from 
the  Court  of  Chancery  or  from  the  re- 
ceiver on  his  property  at  Glengad  ;  if  so 
will  such  money  in  future  be  paid  to  the 
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local  authorities  for  his  maintenance  in 
the  said  Union. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  Mr.  Dominick 
ODonnell  has  been  an  inmate  of  the 
Belmullet  Union  Workhouse,  but  he  is 
not  there  at  present.  He  receives  no 
allowance  from  the  estate,  it  being 
wholly  insolvent,  though  he  occasionally 
receives  small  sums  for  expenses  when 
giving  assistance  to  the  Court  in  the 
management  of  the  property. 

EXTRA  POLICE  AT  BELMULLET. 

Mr.  CRILLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  has  received  a  resolution  from 
the  Belmullet  Rural  District  Council  pro- 
testing against  the  extra  police  force  now 
stationed  at  Elly  Bay  Coastguard  Station,  | 
Belmullet,  and  calling  for  their  removal ; 
and  whether  this  request  can  be  complied 
with ;  and,  if  not,  can  the  reasons  l>e 
stated  why  this  extra  police  was  estab- 
lished at  Elly  Bay. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  resolu- 
tion referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph  has 
been  received.  The  Council  have  been 
informed  that  it  is  not  proposed,  at  pre- 
sent, to  withdraw  the  force  stationed  at 
this  place.  The  police  there  form  portion 
of  the  ordinary  police  establishment  of  the 
county,  and  no  expense  is  entailed  to  the 
district  by  their  employment. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  WEST 
CAVAN. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  great 
dissatisfaction  exists  in  portions  of  West 
Cavan  at  the  action  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  refusing  to  transfer  the  five 
divisions  of  Mulnalaghta,  Serabby,  Lough- 
dawn,  Kilcogy,  and  Drumlummon  from 
the  Granard  to  the  Cavan  Union  whether 
several  numerously  signed  petitions  have 
been  received  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  asking  thein  to  assent  to  the  change ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  County 
Council  of  Cavan  has  passed  a  resolution 
in  its  favour  ;  and  whether,  in  face  of  all 
this  local  feeling,  the  Local  Government 
Board  still  persist  in  their  refusal. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Several  com- 
munications and  petitions  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
favour  of  the  change  suggested  in  the 


first  paragraph.  The  Board  have  in- 
formed the  applicants  that  they  should 
bring  the  matter  before  the  County 
Councils  of  Cavan  and  Longford,  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  a  representation 
under  Article  25,  Paragraphs  (1)  (e)  of 
the  Application  of  Enactments  Order  of 
22nd  December  last.  Such  a  representa- 
tion has  been  made  by  the  Cavan  County 
Council,  and  as  it  is  believed  the  Longford 
County  Council  will  also  pass  a  resolution 
on  the  subject,  the  Board  will  defer,  for 
the  present,  the  consideration  of  the 
further  action  to  be  taken  in  the  matter. 


MULLINGAR  ASYLUM  BOARD  JOINT 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  at  its 
first  meeting  the  Longford  County  Council 
passed  a  resolution  protesting  against  the 
number  of  members  allotted  to  county 
Longford  upon  the  Joint  Committee  of 
the  MulHngar  Asylum  Board  ;  can  he  say 
whether  tne  resolution  which  was  for- 
I  warded  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  been 
received ;  and,  if  so,  why  no  reply  ha* 
I  been  given  to  it ;  and  whether  it  will  be 
i  considered  with  a  view  to  increasing  the 
i  number  of  members  from  five  to  seven 
!  members. 

!     Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  resolu- 

j  tion  referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph  was. 

!  received  on  the  26th  April,  and  on  the 
28th  April  a  reply  was  sent  to  the  secre- 
tary to  the  County  Council.    The  reply 

i  pointed  out  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant* 

'  having  decided  that  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Management  of  the  Asylum  shall  con- 
sist of  21  members  to  be  appointed  by 

.  the  Councils  of  the  counties  of  Longford, 
Meath  and  Westmeath,  the  proportion  of 

|  the  committee  to  be  appointed  by  these 
counties  had  been  calculated  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  9,  sub- 
Section  7,  of  the  Local  Government  Act 

l  of  last  year — namely,  according  to  the 
average  number  of  patients  for  the  three 

j  years  ended  the  31st  March,  1899,  from 

J  the  three  mentioned  counties,  respectively. 

I 

j  ANNALY  ESTATE  COUNTY 

j  LONGFORD. 

!  Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
I  of  Ireland  can  he  now  state  what  pro- 
I  gress  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  the 
1  purchase  of  the  Annaly,  county  Longford, 
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Estate ;  how  many  of  the  tenants  have 
purchased  their  holdings ;  and  when  may 
these  tenants  hope  to  have  the  vesting 
orders  issued. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Applications 
for  advances  were  received  from  157 
tenants  to  enable  them  to  purchase  their 
holdings  on  this  estate.  In  150  of  these 
cases  the  advances  were  made  in  July  of 
last  year,  and  in  the  remaining  seven  cases 
the  advanoes  were  made  in  January  and 
February  of  this  year.  The  Vesting 
Orders  have  long  since  been  executed  in 
all  cases. 

ROSCOMMON  AND  THE  AGRICUL- 
TURAL GRANT. 

Mr.  TULLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  in  detail 
the  several  amounts  deducted  from  the 
Agricultural  Grant  as  excluded  charges  in 
the  county  Roscommon,  under  the  heading 
of  Public  Health  Act  charges,  railway 
charges,  Suck  drainage-  -charges,  relief  of 
distress  charges,  malicious  injury  charges, 
and  navigation  charges ;  whether  he  can 
give  the  same  details  as  regards  the 
county  Leitrim ;  and  whether,  in  the 
ease  of  the  county  Roscommon,  allowance 
was  made  for  the  fact  that  in  the 
standard  year  a  sum  of  £614  for  bank 
interest,  and  of  £604  for  dog  tax,  was 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  rates. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  can  forward 
to  the  hon.  Member,  if  he  desires  it,  the 
amounts  taken  as  raised  for  excluded 
charges  in  the  Counties  of  Leitrim  and 
Roscommon  in  the  standard  year,  but  it 
would  be  impossible  without  elaborate 
calculations  to  state  the  amount  of 
deduction  from  the  Agricultural  Grant 
in  respect  of  each  of  these  charges.  The 
calculations  by  which  the  amount  of  the 
Grant  has  been  arrived  at  are  very  com- 
plicated and  numerous,  and  I  cannot 
undertake  to  go  into  details  in  each  case. 
In  calculating  the  amount  to  be  deemed 
as  having  been  raised  as  county  cess 
during  the  standard  year  the  Local 
Government  Board  made  use  of  the 
audited  abstracts  of  the  county  accounts, 
and  all  receipts,  apart  from  county  cess, 
were  duly  credited  in  determining  the 
amount.  The  entry  for  dog  tax  in  the 
accounts  was  £447,  not  £604,  and  allow- 
ance was  made  for  the  former  amount 
when  calculating  the  Grant.    It  does  not 


appear  from  the  accounts  that  any  in- 
terest was  allowed  to  the  county  by  their 
Treasurer. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester,. 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the   Treasury  if  he  purposes 
before  Tuesday,  20th  June,  to  take  Tues- 
days ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  promised 
Bilk  relating  to  the  amendment  of  the 
law    on  factories  and    regarding  the 
taxation  of  clerical  incomes  will  be  intro- 
duced, and  either  printed  or  explained 
to  the  House  before  any  such  Motion 
for  taking  time  for  Government  business 
is  made. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  As  I  have  already  stated,  I  shall  have 
on  Monday  to  ask  the  House  to  give 
further  facilities  for  Government  business,, 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  will  see  that 
the  details  of  the  Bills  he  has  mentioned,, 
or  any  other  Bills,  have  hardly  any 
bearing  on  the  request  I  shall  have  to- 
make. 


NEW  WRIT. 

For  the  Burgh  of  Edinburgh  (East 
Division) — in  the  room  of  Robert  Wal- 
lace, esquire,  deceased. — (Mr.  Herbert 
Gladstone. ) 


LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

j  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
i  posed — 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  thiol  time." 

Mr.  ELLIOT  (Durham  City) :  I  beg  to< 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  my 
name,  which  is  to  re-commit  the  Bill  in 
respect  of  Clause  2,  and  the  main  object 
for  my  doing  so  is  that  I  feel  most  strongly 
upon  this  matter.  Nothing  would  have- 
induced  me  to  bring  the  additional  trouble- 
upon  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of 
the  House  which  this  re-committal  must 
entail  were  it  not  that,  after  all,  we  are 
concerned  in  matter  of  extreme  im- 
portance, and  had  it  not  been  that  the. 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  showed  us  himself 
that  he  left  to  the  House  absolute  liberty 
to  deal  with  this  matter.  He.  left  not 
only  one  or  two  stages  to  the  House  to 
decide,  but  the  whole  of  the  stages  which 
it  is  competent  for  this  House  to  consider. 
A  word  or  two  will  be  sufficient  to  bring 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House  the  posi- 
tion in  which  we  stood  a  few  weeks  ago. 
After  having  been  told  that  the  matter 
would  come  on  on  the  Report  stage  in  such 
a  way  that  it  could  be  dealt  with,  the 
fact  remains  that  it  was  unexpectedly 
brought  forward,  and  we  were  taken  by 
surprise ;  no  means  were  taken  to  get 
Members  to  the  House — I  blame  no  one, 
but  merely  state  the  facts — and  we  did 
not  get,  I  submit,  the  real  opinion  of  the 
House.  I  feel  it  is  only  right  to  appeal  to 
a  larger  House,  which  will  better  reflect 
the  true  opinion  of  this  House  than  the 
Division  which  took  us  by  surprise  a  few 
nights  ago.  I  am  not  a  London  Member, 
and  those  with  whom  I  have  spoken  are 
not  London  Members.  It  is  as  a  provin- 
cial Member  that  I  venture  to  urge  upon 
this  House  that  the  clause  should  be  re- 
committed, in  order  to  consider  this 
principle  which  has  been  so  recklessly 
accepted — a  principle  which  will  be 
■applied  to  town  councils  and  county  coun- 
cils throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
England.  Before  going  into  the  merits,  I 
might  just  say  that  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  attack  the  other  sex  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  inferior  to  us.  I  number 
Amongst  my  friends  and  acquaintances 
many  women  of  ability  and  capacity, 
whose  qualities  would  do  credit  to  many 
of  my  male  friends  

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order.  The 
hon.  Member  will  not  be  in  order  in  dis- 
cussing the  whole  question  of  the  right  of 
women  to  sit  upon  the  council.  The  motion 
is  that  the  Bill  be  re-committed  in  respect 
to  a  particular  clause.  If  the  Bill  l)e  re- 
committed then  will  be  the  time  to  discuss 
the  whole  question.  The  hon.  Member 
<»n  only  argue  now  that  another  opportu- 
nity ought  to  be  given  to  the  House  to 
•consider  the  subject. 


Mr.  ELLIOT :  I  do  not,  of  course,  Sir, 
venture  to  dispute  any  ruling  that  you 
may  lay  down,  but  my  contention  is  that 
the  principle  introduced  into  Clause  2 
extends  far  beyond  the  London  boroughs. 

It  extends  to  town  councils  and  county  :  House,  I  have  done  the  best  in  my  power 


councils,  and  although  I  do  not  want  to 
trespass  upon  your  ruling  one  iota,  I  do 
hope  you  will  permit  me  to  reason  that  if 
Clause  2  is  accepted  the  municipalities 
throughout  England  will  be  greatly 
affected.  I  should  have  thought  imight 
take  that  line. 


*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
follows  what  I  said;  he  cannot  discuss 
the  question  on  its  merits  until  he  has 
succeeded  in  carrying  the  Motion. 

Mr.  ELLIOT :  I  feel  that  I  am  placed 
in  a  very  embarrassing  position,  because 
I  have  taken  some  little  trouble  in  this 
matter,  and  I  feel  now  that  I  cannot  say 
what  I  should  like  to  say  upon  this 
occasion.  I  certainly  did  imagine  that 
this  would  be  an  occasion  when  a  general 
discussion  would  be  taken;  but  if,  as  I 
understand,  a  general  discussion  may  not 
be  taken  now,  I  must  reserve  what  I 
have  to  say  until  we  get  into  Committee, 
and  simply  move— 

"  That  this  Bill  be  re-committed  in  respect 
of  Clause  2a." 


Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont) :  After  the  ruling  laid  down  by 
you,  Sir,  I  shall  also  be  relieved  of  the 
trouble  that  I  have  taken,  and  will  simply 
second  the  Motion,  and  make  any  other 
remarks  which  I  may  have  to  make  at 
another  time. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  words  'now  read  the 
third  time,'  in  order  to  add  the  words  're- 
committed in  respect  of  Clause  2 "  —  (Mr. 
,  Elliot).—  instead  thereof." 

I 

|     Question  proposed — 

I 

j  "  That  the  words  *  now  read  the  third  time' 
|  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

I  *The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
I  CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol, 
■  W.) :  I  wish  to  intervene  for  a  very  few 
I  minutes  to  express  my  views  on  the 
|  Motion  which  my  hon.  friend  has  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
For  many  years,  ever  since  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  being  a  Member  of  this 


Y 

Digitized  by  VjOOglC 


1081 


London 


{13  June  1899} 


Government  Bill. 


108* 


to  oppose  the  grant  of  what  are,  in 
my  opinion,  erroneously  called  "  women's 
rights."   I  have  voted  against  the  pro- 
posal with  regard  to  the  Parliamentary 
franchise,  I  have  voted  in  the  measure 
now   before    the   House  three  times 
against    women    being    councillors  or 
aldermen  ;  therefore  I  think  my  friend 
will  see  that  my  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  question  which  he  desires  to  discuss 
are  entirely  in  accordance  with  his  own. 
I  do  not  attach  the  importance  to  this 
particular  matter  which  my  hon.  friend 
does.    I  do  not  at  all  anticipate  that  if 
women  are  admitted  to  be  aldermen  and 
county  councillors  in  London,  that  the 
whole  system  of  county  councils  and 
borough  councils  in  the  United  Kingdom 
will  be  affected.  However  that  may  be,  the 
question  immediately  before  us  is  whether 
the  Bill  should  l)e  re-committed.    I  will 
submit  to  my  hon.  friend  some  considera- 
tions which  may  induce  him  not  to  press 
the  Motion.    We    have    already  had 
opportunities  on  three  occasions  of  ex- 
pressing our  opinions  by  speech  and  vote 
upon  this  matter  in  the  course  of  the 
progress  of  the  Bill  through  the  House ; 
and  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  anyone 
who  is  so  well  informed  as  my  hon.  friend 
on  the  practice  of  the  House  may  feel  j 
that   there  are  not  a  few  Members  j 
who,   though   generally   somewhat   in-  j 
different  to  the  merits  of  the  question,  | 
would  be  very  much  disposed  to  oppose  | 
the  re-committal  of  the  Bill  now  it  has  ! 
reached  its  present  stage.    It  is  an  abso-  j 
kitely  unusual  course  for  a  Motion  to  be  ! 
made  for  the  re-committal  of  a  Bill  except  | 
by    someone    who  is   opposed   to  the 
measure  ;  and  when  the  measure  is  one 
which  contains  so  many  important  pro- 
visions relating  to  perfectly  different  sub- 
jects, and  has  been  so  amply  discussed  as 
this  Bill  has  l>een,  I  think  there  is  addi- 
tional ground  against  making   what  is 
a  most  inconvenient  precedent  by  carry- 
ing a  motion  for  the  re-committal  of 
the    Bill.     My    hon.  friend  is  likely 
to  get  on  this  ground  a  very  much 
worse  division  than  he  might  on  the 
merits   of   the   question.    I   feel  very 
strongly  that  there  is  considerable  ob- 
jection, as  I  have  said,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  given,  to  the  re-committal  of  the 
Bill.    I  am  confident  that  that  view  is 
shared  by  many  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  who  woidd  be  ready  enough,  as  I 
should  be,  if  the  issue  could  be  fairly 
raised,  to  vote  with  my  hon.  friend ;  and 


I  would  strongly  urge  him,  from  that 
point  of  view,  not  to  press  the  matter 
further,  but  to  let  the  Bill  now  proceed 
to  its  Third  Reading.  The  measure  will 
then  go  to  another  place,  and  we  may 
again  nave  cause  to  thank  God  that  we 
have  a  House  of  Lords. 


Earl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.) :  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to-night  to  detain  the 
House  by  recapitulating  the  arguments 
which  I  have  already  urged  at  a  previous 
stage  of  the  Bill,  but  I  feel  I  must  say 
one  or  two  words  in  support  of  the 
motion  of  my  hon.  friend,  in  spite  of  the 
words  which  have  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.     Sir,  we  all  recognise  the 
very  friendly  treatment  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  given  to  this 
question  ;  but  I  must  confess,  although  he 
is  a  far  better  judge  of  expediency  than  I 
am,  that  I  do  not  quite  understand  one 
of  his  arguments,  which  was,  as  I  take  it* 
that  if  we  re-commit  this  Bill  it  will  be 
open  to  discussion  on  every  other  im- 
portant question  which  the  Bill  contains]- 
Surely  this  question  of  the  eligibility  of 
women  to  sit  on  the  councils  can  take- 
place  within  the  space  of  an  hour.    I  am 
bound  to  say,  considering  the  importance' 
which  many  London  Members  attach  to 
this  point,  that  that  is  not  a  very  la  rge. 
extension  of  Parliamentary  time  to  ask  of 
the  Government.    I  know  very  well  that 
it  is  a  strong  order  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment tore-commit  a  Bill,  and  it  can  only 
be  justified  on  two  grounds — in  the  first 
place,  that  the  point  which  we  have 
to  re-discuss  is  of  sufficient  importance,, 
or,     in     the    second   place,    that  it 
did    not   receive    fair    and  adequate, 
treatment  either  in  the  Committee  or  on 
Report.  Now,  Sir,  at  the  present  stage,  I 
only  desire  to  say  that  some— in  fact,  the 
majority  of— London  Members  are  against 
the  inclusion  of  women,  so  far  as  the 
opinion  of  London  MemWs  has  been 
expressed  in  Committee,  and  that  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  Members  think, 
the  inclusion  of  women  will  go  very  far 
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to  stultify  the  legislation  of  the  present 
Bill.  The  only  real  objection  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  urged 
against  the  re-committal  of  the  Bill  is 
that  it  will  be  reconsidered  in  another 
place.  Now,  Sir,  if  I  could  be  perfectly 
certain  that  the  image  of  the  lady  alder- 
men would  cross  the  mind  of  every  one 
of  the  noble  Lords  in  another  place,  then 
I  might  be  able  to  rely  upon  the  House 
-of  Lords  to  save  us  from  the  results  of 
the  discussion  in  Committee  and  the  Re- 
port stage.  But  the  manner  in  which  the 
subject  has  been  treated  is  so  inadequate 
that  I  hope  the  House  will  be  willing  to 
give  us  another  chance  of  discussing  it. 
"We  have  had  several  Divisions  on  the 
representation  of  women  on  these  coun- 
cils. We  had,  first,  the  Division  which 
resulted  in  favour  of  the  admission  of 
women,  which  was  taken  in  a  thin  House 
during  the  dinner  hour,  when  almost 
«very  London  Member  was  away.  The 
second  and  third  Divisions,  which  were 
unfavourable  to  the  admission  of  women, 
were  taken  in  a  fuller  House,  when  all 
the  Members  had  returned.  The  result 
of  those  Divisions  was  summed  up  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  when  he  said 
that  the  House  of  Commons  had  com- 
mitted itself  to  an  impossible  and 
ridiculous  position,  and  therefore  must 
reserve  the  whole  question  for  further 
consideration  on  the  Report  stage.  Well, 
Sir,  the  Report  stage  was  taken  last 
Tuesday,  and  under  conditions  that  en- 
tirely vitiate  the  conclusions  at  which  the 
House  of  Commons  arrived.  The  Lon- 
don Government  Bill  was  put  in  the 
second  place  on  the  Paper,  after  the 
Finance  Bill ;  and  so  unlikely  did  it  appear 
that  the  discussion  on  the  London  Go- 
vernment Bill  would  be  concluded  before 
the  close  of  Tuesday's  debate  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  expressly  re- 
served Thursday  for  its  consideration. 
Well,  the  Finance  B3L  as  it  turned  out, 
was  completed  at  an  <arly  hour,  and  the 
•question  was  raised  for  final  decision  at  a 
-time  when  most  Members  were  taking 
Earl  Percy. 


tea  on  the  Terrace.    I  do  not  wish  for  a 
moment  to  accuse  any  Member  of  the 
Government  of  any  complicity  in  this 
matter.    On  the  contrary,  we  recognise, 
as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
said,  that  no  one  could  have  regretted  the 
result  of  the  Division  more  than  he  did, 
and  I  can  imagine  that  in  his  own  mind 
he  saw  battalions   of  women  rushing 
through  the  breaches  of  his  own  Finance 
Bill.   I  do,  however,  think  that  the 
Government  must  accept  responsibility  for 
the  totally  unrepresentative  character  of 
the  Division ;  and  although  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  take  the  responsibility  which 
attaches  to  me  or  to  any  other  London 
Member  for  any  lack  of  foresight  on  our 
part,  at  any  rate  against  that  has  to  be 
set  the  somewhat  slipshod  procedure  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.    I  do  not 
really  believe  that  the  decision  arrived  at  is 
of  much  value  on  the  general  aspect  of 
female  suffrage.    I  have  never  argued  the 
question  from  that  point  of  view.    But  it 
is  a  question  directly  affecting  London,  and 
London  alone,  and  it  is  a  question  which 
has  been  decided  directly  contrary  to  the 
opinions  of  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  who 
sit  on  the  front  Opposition  bench,  and 
directly  contrary  to  the  opinions  of  the 
vast  majority  of  London  Members.  It  has 
also  bjen  decided  in  a  sense  particularly 
opposite  to  the  opinion  of  the  London 
vestries  themselves.    Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, if  the  motion  is  pressed  to  a 
Division,  I  shall  certainly  feel  it  my  duty 
to  support  my  hon.  friend. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  In  the  few  words  that 
I  shall  address  to  the  House  I  shall  con- 
fine myself  entirely  to  the  question  before 
us.  This  is  not  an  occasion  on  which  to 
discuss  the  details  of  the  London  Govern- 
ment Bill,  or  the  advantages  or  disadvan- 
tages of  women  sitting  upon  the  councils. 
The  question  is  whether  it  is  a  proper  pro- 
cedure to  recommit  the  Bill  on  the  grounds 
which  have  been  advanced  in  support  of 
it.  Now,  Sir,  I  venture  to  think  that  that 
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is  a  Motion  which  is  absolutely  incapable 
of  being  supported  by  anyone  who  has  re- 
gard to  the  practices  and  rules  of  the 
House.  A  Bill  on  the  stage  of  the  Third 
Reading  has  to  be  re-committed  for  some 
definite  reason  justifying  that  step  being 
taken  by  the  House,  and  that  definite 
reason  must  surely  be  that  some  fault, 
some  hiatus,  some  mistake,  has  been  dis- 
covered which  has  to  be  amended  before 
we  proceed  to  the  final  stage.  It  is  found, 
perhaps,  that  by  accident  one  clause 
is  inconsistent  with  another,  or  that  some- 
thing has  been  done  which  it  is  desirable 
to  amend.  Now  we  are  asked  to  re-com- 
mit a  Bill  for  the  simple  purpose  of  re- 
versing a  decision  which  has  been  taken 
upon  one  point  of  the  Bill.  I  venture  to 
say  that  that  is  an  entirely  novel  and  almost 
unprecedented  proposal.  The  noble  Lord 
who  has  just  sat  down  endeavoured  to  make 
out  that  the  decision  was  arrived  at  in  an 
imperfect  way,  and  under  circumstances 
which  invalidated  its  effect.  We  have 
been  told  that  hon.  Members  were  at  tea 
on  the  Terrace.  We  cannot  help  that. 
But  I  have  seldom  seen  an  occasion  in 
which  a  (decision  was  come  to  by  the 
House  in  a  more  formal  or  deliberate 
manner.  I  confess  I  ajtt  not  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  question  one  way  or  the 
other,  but  I  protest  against  the  power  of 
recommitting  a  Bill  being  used  for  the 
pure  and  sole  and  simple  purpose  of  re- 
versing a  decision  at  which  the  House  has 
already  deliberately  arrived. 


Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras,  E.) 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  London  have  shown  themselves 
opposed  to  women  councillors.  We  have 
bad  a  debate  on  justice  to  Ireland.  Why 
should  we  not  have  justice  to  London  ? 
Justice  is  a  word  which  is  sometimes 
abused.  We  have  been  told  that  we 
ought  to  thank  God  that  we  have 
a  House  of  Lords.  I,  for  one,  do 
thank  God  that  we  have  a  House  of  Lords. 
Take,  for  example,  this  question.  It  was 
decided  on  a  snatch  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  which  only  360  hon.  .Mem- 


bers gave  a  vote  out  of  a  total  of  670. 
Therefore,  I  consider  we  are  entitled  to 
ask  that  the  Bill  should  be  recommitted. 
The  opinion  of  the  House  on  the  question  of 
whether  women  should  be  included  on  the 
new  councils  was  taken  on  four  occasions, 
and  on  two  of  those  occasions  the  House 
decided  that  they  should  not  be  coun- 
cillors and  aldermen — [cries  of  "  Divide]." 
Hon.  Members  are  in  a  hurry  to  have 
their  dinner.  They  shall  go  to  dinner  in 
due  course.  I  sincerely  hope  the  House 
of  Lords  will  give  us  the  opportunity  of 
again  considering  the  question. 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
As  one  of  those  who  are  opposed  to 
women  having  this  right,  I  do  not  intend, 
for  technical  reasons,  to  divide  the  House, 
and  I  do  nOt  see  much  use  in  further  dis- 
cussing the  matter.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  adumbrated  the  idea 
that  possibly  we  may  have  an  opportunity 
later  on.  Well,  Sir,  I  understand  per- 
fectly well  what  that  means.  I  do  not 
go  so  far  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  say  "Thank  God  we  have  a 
House  of  Lords.''  In  fact,  I  entertain 
rather  the  reverse  view  on  that  subject. 
But  under  all  the  circumstances  I  think 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  the  Lords 
and  ladies  to  fight  the  matter  out. 


Mr.  ELLIOT :  After  what  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  said,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  my  object  would  be  en- 
tirely defeated  by  going  on  with  my 
Amendment.  I  look  forward,  with  my 
right  hon.  friend,  to  a  near  and  happy 
future,  and  beg  now  to  be  allowed  to  with- 
draw my  Amendment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Main  question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 


FINANCE  BILL. 


Read  the  third  time,  and 
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PLUMBERS'  REGISTRATION. 

Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES  (Salford,  W.) 
who  had  on  the  paper  the  following 
Notice  of  Motion — 

"To  call  attention  to  the  registration  of 
plumbers ;  and  to  move,  that  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Government  should  introduce  legisla- 
tion dealing  with  the  subject,  and  create  a 
scheme  for  the  national  registration  of 
plumbers," 

said :  I  wish  to  address  the  House  upon 
a  subject  in  which  I  have  taken  great 
interest  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years — namely,  the  subject  of  the  regis- 
tration of  plumbers.  It  is  a  subject 
which  I  think  is  of  great  public  interest. 
In  the  first  place,  I  should  say  that  for 
manj'  years  past  there  has  been  a  con- 
stant movement  of  apprentices  from  shops 
to  shops,  and  consequently  there  has  been 
less  supervision  on  the  part  of  the 


masters  of  these  apprentices,  who  are 
thus  not  able  to  learn  their  work  proper- 
ly. It  seems  to  me  that  if  anyone  fails 
in  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life  be 
thinks  himself  able  to  turn  his  hand  to 
the  plumbing  trade.  The  consequence  of 
that  has  been  that  there  has  been  an  im- 
mense amount  of  scamped  work  intro- 
duced into  plumbing  throughout  the  whole 
country.  We  had  evidence  of  that  before 
a  Select  Committee.  For  instance,  we 
had  the  evidence  of  Mr.  G.  Davies,  a 
foreman  plumber,  and  Mr.  G.  Jennings,  a 
member  of  the  Institute  of  Mechanical 
Engineers,  who  gave  before  that  Com- 
mittee illustrations  of  scamped  work  

Notice  taken  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  House  counted  and  40  Mem- 
bers not  being  present — 

The  House  was  adjourned  at  Eight 
of  the  clock  till  To-morrow. 
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Wednesday,  Uth  June  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


ILFORD  GAS  BILL. 
Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

FRIENDS'   PROVIDENT  INSTITUTION 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 

MID-KENT  GAS.  [Lords.] 

SKIPTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

COBHAM  GAS  BILL.  [Lords.] 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  (LONDON)  BILL. 
[Lords.  ] 

MOSS  SIDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(TRAMWAYS)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

STRETFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL.  [Ixmls.] 

WESTON  -  SUPER  -  MARE,  CLEVEDON, 
AND  PORTISHEAD  TRAMWAYS  COM- 
PANY (LIGHT  RAILWAY  EXTEN- 
SIONS) BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

WHITEHAVEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

WITHINGTON    URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (TRAMWAYS)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  B.) 
Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  B  of  Private  Bills, 
that  the  parties  promoting  the  Leicester 
Corporation  Water  Bill  had  stated  that 
the  evidence  of  William  Jaffray,  surveyor, 
to.,  Matlock  Bath,  was  essential  to  their 
case ;  and  it  having  been  proved  that  his 
attendance  could  not  be  procured  without 
the  intervention  of  the  House,  he  had  been 
instructed  to  move  that  the  said  William 
Jaffray  do  attend  the  said  Committee 
this  day. 

Ordered,  that  William  Jaffray  do  at- 
tend the  Committee  on  Group  B  of  Private 
Bills  this  day. 

VOL.  LXXII.        [Fourth  Series.] 


GROUND     VALUES  (TAXATION) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INEBRIATES   ACT,  1898. 

Petition  from  Rochdale,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT   <  SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour — From  Ardrossan ; 
— and,  Cathcart ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARISH   COUNCILS  ASSOCIATION 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE   LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE    OF    INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON    SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  —From  Liverpool ; 
— Brettenhara  -Penrith  (three) ;  -  Car- 
lisle ;  —  Talkin  ;  -  -  Kirkoswald  ;  -  Meal 
Bank  ; — Siddick  ;-- Skirwith  ;-  -Blencarn  ; 
— Whitehaven  (eight) ;  —  Yosthwaitc ; 

i  Wetherall Walton  ; —  Parton  (two) 
Moor  Row  ; — Crosby  ;    Ivogill ;-  Hutton 

i  End  ;— Kirk  bride  ;  — Dearham  ;    Flimby  ; 

!  — Stainton  ;- Ren  wick  ;  —  Newbiggin  ; 

|  Ainstabic  ; — Gilsland  ; — Ormathwaitc  ; 
Low  Seaton  ;  —  Workington  (two)  j— 

!  Distington  ;  —  St.  Bees  ;  —  Calthwaite  ;  - 
Blencowe ;  —  Plumpton  ;  -  -  Wigton  ;  — 
Cleator ;  —  Groat  Broughton  ;  —  Carlisle  ; 
— Great  Salkeld  ;—  Applcthwaite  ;  Por- 
tinscales  ; — Gamblesby  ;-  -Blyth  ;  -  Lang- 
wathby  —  Lazenby  ; —  Allonby  ;  —  May- 
brary  ;—  Mealsgatc  ; —  Haverigg  ;  —  Mil- 
lom  ; — Thelkeld; —  Brigham  ; —  and,  Lin- 
coln ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SHOPS  (EARLY  CLOSING)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SMALL  HOUSES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TEINDS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  of  the  Society  of  Solicitors  of 
Elginshire,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TROUT     FISHING    ANNUAL  CLOSE 
TIME  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WORKMEN'S  HOUSES  TENURE  BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dc. 


CHARITY   COMMISSION    (WELSH  IN- 
TERMEDIATE    EDUCATION  ACT, 
(1889). 

Copy  presented — of  Report  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners  of  their  Proceed- 
ings under  The  Welsh  Intermediate 
Education  Act,  1889  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

NORTH  SEA  FISHERMEN. 

Return  presented  —  relative  thereto 

(ordered  23rd  February] ;   Mr.  Herbert 

R'ibertton ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  219.] 

RAILWAYS. 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  Applications  made 
<h'.ring  the  year  1898  under  the  Railway 
Companies'  Powers  Act,  1864,  and  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with 
respect  thereto  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
TaMe,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  220.] 

MUNICIPAL     CORPORATIONS  (NEW 
UH  ARTERS)  (SMETH WICK). 

Copy  presented, — of  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Smethwick, 
dated  12th  June,  1899  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Provisional  Orders  included 
in  the-  - 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  Bill ; 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  10)  Bill; 


Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill; 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  12)  Bill; 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  13)  Bill; 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  14)  Bill; 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  15)  Bill."—  {Mr.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  prmted.  [No. 
221.] 

LINCOLNSHIRE  CORONERS  BILL 
[Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  s 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  234.] 


EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed— 

"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time." 
— (Mr.  Robnon.) 

Mb.   SETON-KARR  (Lancashire,  St. 
Helens)  :  I  desire  to  offer  a  few  observa- 
tions on  this  Bill.    In  the  first  place,  may 
l  I  call  attention  to  the  somewhat  unusual 
,  method  adopted  in  carrying  this  Bill 
|  through  the  House,  and  to  the  somewhat 

!  indecent  haste  [Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "J. 

!  Well,  I  think  it  is  indecent  haste.  We 
,  only  had  one  day  to  discuss  the  Second 
|  Reading,  and  one  day  for  the  Committee, 
while  there  was  no  opportunity  for  dis- 
1  cussion  on  the  Report  stage.    With  all 
|  due  deference  to  the  hon.  Member  in 
,  charge  of  the  Bill,  I  say  it  was  not  show- 
1  ing  due  respect  to  the  House  to  take  the 
I  Report  stage  after  midnight,  and  now  we 
,  are  asked  to  finally  pass  the  Bill  without 
j  seeing  in  print  the  important  alterations 
\  which  have  been  made  in  it.    The  mea- 
sure is  described  by  the  promoters  as 
a  "  Bill  for   the  better  education  of 
!  children."    I  yield  to  no  man  in  my 
desire  for  further  legislation  calculated  to 
|  improve  the  education  of  our  children  in 
our  national  elementary  schools  in  order 
,  to  better  fit  them  for  the  battle  of  life, 
j  But  will  this  Bill  beneficially  affect  our 
I  children  1    I  submit  that  it  will  not.  Its 
\  scope  is  exceedingly  small ;  it  will  only 
j  affect,  I   believe,  something  like  2  per 
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cent,  of  the  children  in  our  elementary 
schools.  It  does  not  touch  the  real  evil 
which  is  inherent  in  our  system  of 
national  education.  It  rather  does  some- 
thing to  perpetuate  it,  for  it  may  have 
■the  effect  of  compelling  poor  parents  of 
half-timers  to  send  then:  children  to  some 
less  healthy  and  more  arduous  occupation. 
.What  was  it  one  of  our  leading  London 
papers,  Tfa  Morning  Posir  said  on  this 
subject  the  other  day  1   I  will  read  it  : 

"  More  than  a  year  ago  the  House  of  Com- 
mons called  fer  a  return  of  children  who, 
while  attending  public  elementary  schools  in 
England  and  Wales,  are  also  engaged  in  labour. 
The  belated  report  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment on  the  subject  has  just  been  published. 
The  returns  are  avowedly  incomplete  ;  they 
are  fragmentary,  and  in  some  degree  misleading 
in  the  direction  of  optimism,  and  yet  it  must 
be  said  that  they  reveal  such  a  scandalous 
condition  of  affairs  as  should  not  be  allowed  to 
exist  for  another  year.  Almost  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  children  are  confessed  to  be  at 
work,  earning  wages,  while  putting  in  their 
full  time  at  school.  .  .  .  One  child  works 
from  five  to  eight  in  the  morning,  and  then 
after  school  well  into  the  evening  ;  and  another 
begins  work  at  three  in  the  morning,  and  is 
frequently  working  till  nine  at  night.  A  child 
of  six  does  a  certain  amount  of  stone-breaking 
in  a  Northumberland  quarry  ;  and  one  of  eight 
in  Yorkshire  spends  ?ome  time  in  brick-making, 
and  so  on.    The  details  are  sickening." 

I  endorse  the  observation  that  the 
details  are  sickening.  And  yet  this  Bill 
does  not  touch  that  great  evil,  ft  has 
absolutely  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
it.  Why  did  not  the  hon.  Member  in  charge 
of  it  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  touch  the  larger  question  1  Why  did 
he  merely  deal  with  half-timers  over  eleven, 
when  he  might  have  dealt  with  the  labour 
of  children  under  eleven  1  It  may  be 
asked  why  we  did  not  in  Committee  seek 
to  amend  what  wo  considered  to  be  a 
fundamental  error  of  the  Bill.  Well,  I 
think  too  much  stress  is  laid  on  the 
mechanical  and  unpractical  teaching  in 
our  elementary  schools.  It  is  as- 
sumed that  the  teaching  there  given  is 
the  best  possible  preparation  for  their 
future  work  in  life.  I  submit  that  this  is 
not  the  case  at  all.  As  a  rule  the  chil- 
dren of  a  factory  hand  become  in  time 
factory  hands,  they  have  to  earn  their 
living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  ;  and  is 
it  wise,  then,  to  insist  on  a  stereotyped 
system  of  education  which  in  many  cases 
does  not  fit  them  for  the  life  they  are 
bound  to  lead  ?  A  great  distinction  ought 
to  be  .drawn  between  children  under  1 1 
and  those  over  11.    Under  that  age  is 


the  proper  time  for  them  to  acquire  the 
necessary  standard  of  elementary  educa- 
tion, yet  this  Bill  does  not  prevent  them 
being  engaged  in  labour  which  will  in- 
terfere with  that  education.  It  has  never 
been  proved  that  after  attaining  1 1  years 
the  work  done  by  the  half-timers  affects 
their  health.  On  the  contrary,  it  does 
prepare  them  for  their  life  in  the  future. 
It  is  frequently  said  that  children  who 
leave  school  at  12  years  of  age  quickly 
forget  everything  they  have  learned.  But 
is  that  their  fault  ?  Is  it  not  rather  the 
fault  of  the  system  ?  This  Bill  begins 
at  the  wrong  end  ;  it  should  protect  the 
very  young  children,  and  not  interfere 
with  the  half-timers.  Has  it  been  found 
that  University  education  helps  our 
young  men  who  are  seeking  a  livelihood 
at  Klondyke  or  in  the  Australian  wilds  1 
Book-learning  does  not  necessarily  fit  a 
child  for  the  battle  of  life,  while  it  is 
possible  to  inflict  serious  injury  on  a  child 
by  preventing  it  learning  in  time  the 
practical  business  of  life.  What  is  the 
view  of  the  glass-blowers  on  this  ques- 
tion 1  At  their  instigation  I  opposed  a 
clause  in  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Bill 
of  1895  which  affected  them.  In  a  peti- 
tion on  the  subject  they  say  : 

"  We  find  it  quite  impossible  to  get  all  our 
boys  14  years  of  age  or  over,  as  there  are  about 
1,500  or  1,600  boys  employed  in  the  glass  trade 
of  St.  Helens  who  all  have  to  work  night- work 
in  different  turns  or  shifts.  Thus  it  is  quite 
necessary  for  us  to  catch  them  at  13,  directly 
they  have  passed  their  standards  and  left  the 
school,  as  it  is  much  easier  to  train  them  to  the 
work  than  if  they  have  to  wait  a  year,  and  in 
that  time  they  either  get  into  some  other 
industry  or  are  inclined  to  become  loafeis  and 
will  not  work.  This  period  of  a  year  or  two 
makes  a  very  serious  difference  in  the  glass 
bottle  trade.  Our  present  hours  of  woiking 
in  the  glass  bottle  trade  (which  is  one  of  the 
staple  trades  of  St.  Helens,  employing  over 
2,0u0  men  and  boys)  are  51  hours  per  week, 
alternately  weekly  day  and  night  turns.  The 
week  that  we  are  on  the  day  turn  we  finish  at  5 
p.m.  on  the  Friday  and  do  not  start  till  5.30 
p  m.  on  the  following  Monday,  and  thus  we 
nave  an  interval  of  about  72  hours.  The  week 
that  we  are  on  the  night  turn  we  always  have 
an  interval  of  48  hours.  We  work  in  turns  of 
three  men  and  three  boys,  and  in  some  cases 
four  boys,  and  it  is  very  important  that  they 
should  always  work  together  and  that  the  boys 
should  not  be  changed,  otherwise  our  wages 
are  lessened  and  the  work  made  much  harder. 
It  is  not  our  desire  to  increase  the  hours  of 
working,  but  we  ask  that  our  boys  of  13  or 
over  who  have  passed  their  standards  be 
allowed  to  work  night  turns  as  well  as 
day,  and  so  avoid  the  change  of  boys  in  turns 
every  week.  Under  the  Act  of  1897  boys  of  13 
cannot  be  employed  night  turns,  and  con- 
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sequently  have  to  change  seta  in  which  they 
work  every  week,  which  is  most  injurious  to 
those  who  have  to  take  all  night  work,  as 
above  stated,  and  injurious  to  the  effective  and 
harmonious  working  of  the  turns  and  trade 
generally. ' 

That,  I  think,  supplies  an  illustration  of 
my  argument.  It  is  possible  that  the 
legislation  now  asked  for  may  have 
the  sam e  effect.  Boys  may  be  deprived 
of  an  opportunity  of  learning  a  good 
trade,  they  may  be  turned  into  loafers, 
and — although  I  do  not  lay  much  stress 
on  this — the  Bill  may  inflict  injury  on  our 
trade,  and  help  to  drive  it  into  the  hands 
of  foreign  competitors.  I  submit  this 
Bill  may  involve  those  dangers.  I  would 
wish  to  allude  to  the  Amendment  intro- 
duced by  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of 
this  Bill.  I  have  been  unable  to  get  a 
printed  copy  of  it,  but  I  was  present  at 
the  Debate,  and  remember  something  of 
it.  The  House  will  remember  that  the 
hon.  Member  made  an  exception  in 
the  case  of  boys  between  11  and 
13  employed  in  agriculture,  which 
practically  made  them  half-timers.  The 
hon.  Member's  original  Amendment  was 
that  they  should  not  be  required  to 
attend  school  more  than  300  times  in  any 
year,  but  he  subsequently  reduced  the 
number  to  250.  I  submit  that  250  is  too 
large.  The  maximum  attendance  of  a  full 
timer  is  420  ;  why,  therefore,  should  the 
hon.  Member  take  250,  which  is  more 
than  half  the  maximum,  as  the  number 
for  half-timers  1  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
was  very  unreasonable  in  not  accepting 
the  further  Amendment  moved  by  my 
hon.  friend.  But  I  wish  to  know  why 
this  exception  only  applies  to  country 
boys.  I  venture  to  think  it  is  equally 
necessary  to  apply  it  to  town  boys.  The 
exception  applies  to  urban  districts,  but 
not  to  towns,  and  the  boys  must  be 
employed  in  agriculture,  though  the 
Amendment  does  not  say  how  long  or  in 
what  way,  which  1  think  will  lead  to 
considerable  confusion.  Why  should  it 
not  apply  to  town  boys  1  They  have  also 
to  learn  a  trade  and  the  business  of  life, 
and  why  should  they  have  to  wait  for  the 
opportunity  until  they  are  12 1  It  may 
be  said  that  country  boys  lead  a  more 
healthy  life,  but  that  has  never  been 

S roved.  No  doubt  an  open-air  life  con- 
uces  to  health,  but  we  cannot  all  live  in 
the  country,  and  it  has  never  been  proved 
that  life  in  a  mill  is  more  unhealthy  than 
life  in  an  elementary  school.  At  all 
events,  it  is  an  illogical  Amendment,  and 

Mr.  Seton-Karr. 


I  think  the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Stockport  ought  to  have 
been  accepted,  because  the  original 
Amendment  draws  a  very  unfair  dis- 
tinction between  country  boys  and  town 
boys.  Let  me  allude  to  another  minor 
difficulty.  The  Amendment  applies  only 
to  boys  employed  in  agriculture,  but  it 
does  not  say  they  must  be  so  em- 
ployed all  the  time.  They  may  be 
only  employed  for  a  week  in  agricul- 
ture, and  because  of  that  week 
secure  exemption,  and  be  then  employed 
in  some  other  way.  Take  the  case  of  the 
son  of  a  gamekeeper.  He  would  pro- 
bably be  going  around  with  his  father, 
setting  traps  and  doing  other  kinds  of 
work.  Why  should  that  boy,  any  more 
than  the  boy  employed  in  agriculture, 
have  to  make  a  full  attendance  at  school  1 
It  may  be  very  necessary  for  him  to  learn 
his  trade,  and  why  should  the  opportunity 
be  postponed  for  a  year  1  The  Bill  is  an 
anomaly  and  an  injustice.  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  House,  bu,t  I  will  say  that 
in  endeavouring  to  bring  before  it  some 
of  the  reasons  why  I  am  opposed  to  this 
measure  I  have  spoken  from  absolute 
conviction.  I  do  not  represent  any 
cotton  factory,  but  I  happen  to  be  chair- 
man of  a  large  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
working  mens  federation,  the  members  of 
which,  absolutely  unsolicited,  have  almost 
unanimously  represented  to  me  that  they 
are  hostile  to  this  Bill.  The  feelings  of 
these  men  ought  to  be  respected.  They 
know  what  they  are  about.  Many  thou- 
sands of  Lancashire  men  resent  the 
opinion  that  they  cannot  be  trusted  with 
the  management  of  their  own  children, 
and  they  may  bring  that  resentment 
home  to  hon.  Members  at  the  next 
General  Election.  These  are  some  of  the 
reasons  why  I  think  this  is  a  mistaken 
Bill.  I  give  full  credit  to  the  motives 
which  actuate  hon.  Members  who  support 
it.  I  share  their  desire  to  benefit  the 
children  of  this  country,  to  increase  their 
education,  and  to  prevent  their  improper 
employment ;  but  this  Bill  does  not  do  any 
good  in  that  direction  at  all,  and  it  may 
do  a  great  deal  of  harm.  I  am  perfectly 
aware  that  the  Second  Reading  was  car- 
ried by  an  enormous  majority  ;  but  large 
majorities  are  not  always  right. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  'now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words.'  upon 
this  day  three  months.' (Mr.  Seton-Karr). 
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Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'now'  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Stock- 
port) :  I  do  not  desire,  on  the  Third  Read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  to  take  up  very  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  for  I  fully  recog- 
nise that,  though  in  my  judgment  we 
have  had  all  the  arguments  on  our  side, 
still  the  majority  of  the  House  must  pre- 
vail. There  is  a  special  providence  with 
big  battalions,  and  I  can  only  hope  that 
the  opposition  we  have  undertaken  has 
not  gone  to  such  a  limit  as  would  be 
deemed  by  any  reasonable  Member  of  the 
House  to  be  perverse  or  factious.  I 
readily  and  frankly  acknowledge  that, 
apart  from  the  merits,  if  one  had  to  follow 
the  bent  of  one's  natural  inclination,  it 
would  be  very  much  more  preferable  to 
appear  as  a  supporter  rather  than  as  an 
opponent  of  this  Bill.  All  the  best  in- 
stincts of  human  nature,  all  the  sentiments 
of  charity  and  sympathy  and  kindliness 
towards  those  who  are  unable  to  advocate 
their  own  case,  impel  us  to  support  a 
children's  Bill,  and  therefore  I  readily 
recognise  and  understand  the  opinion  of 
the  majority,  and  the  promptness  with 
which  they  allied  themselves  with  the 
hon.  Member  who  introduced  the  Bill. 
The  House  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be 
what  it  is  if  it  were  not  influenced  by 
such  motives.  But  I  am  not  altogether 
sure  that  the  majority  of  the  House  in 
this  discussion  are  really  the  true  sup- 
porters of  the  cause  of  the  children. 
What  I  want  hon.  Members  to  recognise, 
before  we  close  this  discussion,  is  that 
there  is  another  side  to  this  question  for 
which  very  much  can  be  said.  I  honestly 
say  that  I  do  not  think  that  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour  hon.  Members  fully  appre- 
ciate the  conditions  in  the  half-time  con- 
stituencies, or  the  opinion  of  the  public 

rnerally  in  those  districts  in  this  matter, 
have  perhaps  taken  a  larger  part  in 
these  Debates  on  the  Bill  than  other 
Members  representing  these  constituen- 
cies, and  it  may  be,  possibly,  because  of 
the  paucity  of  my  vocabulary  that  the 
case  is  in  its  present  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition. I  have  endeavoured  to  show  that 
there  is  really  no  body  of  working  public 
opinion  at  the  back  of  this  Bill.  The 
employers  are  against  it;  the  workmen 
are  opposed  to  it,  because  they  wish  to 
bring  up  their  children  as  they  them- 
selves were  brought  up  ;  the  children  are 
opposed  to  it,  because  they  look  forward 
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to  the  time  when  they  can  take  their 
place  for  a  few  hours  as  important  mem- 
bers of  the  family  ;  and,  generally  speak- 
ing, there  is  no  public  opinion  in  favour 
of  it.  The  only  body  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  it  is  undoubtedly,  in  my 
judgment,  the  National  Union  of  Teach- 
ers. I  challenge  the  hon.  Member  to  give 
the  opinion  of  any  body  of  working  men 
who  have  expert  knowledge  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  half-time  system  in  support 
of  this  Bill.  The  trade  unions  of  Lan- 
cashire, where  more  half-time  is  worked 
than  in  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
are  distinctly  hostile  to  it.  [Cries  of 
"Not  all."]  Hon.  Members  say,  "Not 
all."  Hon.  Members  who  know  anything 
of  the  cotton  industry — and  the  bulk  of 
the  half-timers  work  in  the  weaving 
sheds— know  that  all  the  weavers'  trade 
unions  are  against  the  Bill.  The  argu- 
ments which  have  been  advanced  for 
the  Bill  have  been  few  and  have  been 
dissipated.  The  children  in  the  districts 
in  which  the  half-time  system  most  pre- 
vails compare  favourably  with  the  children 
in  other  districts  and  towns  in  the  country. 
On  the  question  of  education  I  differ 
again  from  my  hon.  friends.  They  have 
shown  no  disparity  whatever  between 
Lancashire  and  the  other  towns.  Of 
course,  figures  may  be  made  to  prove  any- 
thing, but  if  one  does  happen  to  have  re- 
course to  figures  on  this  particular  point 
this  is  what  they  show.  If  you  compare 
the  School  Grants  of  Lancashire  with  other 
counties,  there  are  27  counties  which  re- 
ceive less  on  the  average  than  Lancashire, 
while  only  12  show  a  larger  average.  On 
the  Second  Reading  I  alluded  to  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  in  those  districts 
wnere  half-time  prevails.  I  challenge 
any.  hon.  Member  to  say  that  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  where  half-time  is 
worked  is  lower  than  that  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  I  do  not  begrudge  the 
preferential  treatment  that  has  been 
accorded  by  Government  to  agriculture. 
I  venture  to  say  that  it  is  consistent  with 
the  chief  characteristic  of  this  Parliament, 
which  has  always  placed  agriculture  first. 
I  am  heartily  glad  that  even  one  section 
of  the  community  is  exempted  from  what 
I  regard  asan  unnecessary  Bill.  But  is  it  not 
almost  absurd  to  suggest  that  you  should 
enact  that  in  the  other  counties  of 
England  the  educational  requirements,  as 
represented  by  250  attendances,  should  be 
sufficient  to  permit  a  child  becoming  a 
half-timer  at  11,  whereas  in  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  those  educational  require- 
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mente  are  not  sufficiently  met  until  a  child  ! 
i8-12year8of  age.    I  would  venture  to 
ask  the  House,  in  dealing  with  this  matter 
of  education,  to  consider  what,  to  my 
mind,i8averyimportantque8tion,  whether, 
to  use  a  colloquial  phrase,  they  are  abso- 
lutely sure  they  have  got  hold  of  the  right 
end  of  the  stick  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  step  is  a  most  important 
step,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a  most  I 
dubious  one  ;  in  fact,  it  is  entirely  a  leap  I 
in  the  dark.    In  the  future  your  educa- 1 
tional  system  in  the  counties  can  only  be  ' 
described  as  an  in-and-out  running  system.  • 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  attendances  will ; 
be  necessary  in  order  to  enable  a  child  to 
become  a  half-timer,  but  thoso  250  atten- 1 
dances  may  be  put  in  in  125  days,  and  i 
all  the  rest  of  the  year  a  child  is  free  to  i 
do  as  he  likes.     My  hon.  friend  has  | 
adopted  this  policy — in  order  to  get  j 
his  bacon  streaky — of  over-feeding  nis  I 
pig   one    day   and    starving    it    the  I 
next.     Under   this   streaky  education  | 
Bill  you  are  going  to  cram  your  children 
for  125  days  of  the  year,  and  then  permit 
them  to  run  wild.    We  all  know  that 
children  easily  assume  and  just  as  easily 
forget  that  which  they  have  learned,  un- 
less their  learning  is  continued  to  a  later 
period  of  life.    I  venture  to  predict  that 
this  educational  experiment  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  will  prove  most  un- 
fortunate.   I  am  almost  glad  that  that 
will  be  so.    I  believe  that  a  great  many 
counties  are  suffering  from  the  effects 
of  education.    In  previous  years  a  man 
who  was  not  educated  was  perfectly 
willing  to  remain  on  the  land  tending  the 
turnips  or  mangold  wurtzel,  and  never 
aspired  to  any  higher  occupation.  Now 
that  you  have  educated  the  children  they 
all  desire  to  go  to  towns  and  obtain 
appointments  as  policemen,  or  as  shop 
assistants,  or  in  some  other  congenial 
occupation  carried  on  in  towns,  where 
perhaps  they  will   earn  more  wages. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  in  relation  to  this 
assertion  the  National  Union  of  Teachers 
are  not  having  it  all  their  own  way.  They 
have  not  cast  their  net  wide  enough  to  in- 
clude all,  because  there  are  some  who  have 
escaped  it.    I  think  I  have  said  enough 
to  prove  that  neither  does  the  intelligence, 
nor  the  education,  nor  the  health  suffer 
in  the  districts  where  the  half-time  system 
prevails.    But  there  has  been  one  argu- 
ment, only  one  argument,  placed  before 
this  House  which,  I  think,  carried  weight, 
and  it  was  the  argument  that  has  been 

Mr.  George  Whiieley. 


called  the  half-past  five  in  the  morning 
argument.  That  argument  I  endeavoured' 
to  meet  by  putting  down  on  the  Paper  an 
Amendment  doing  away  with  all  work  for 
half-timers  between  1 1  and  1 2  years  of 
age  before  half-past  eight  in  the  morning. 
That  Amendment  was  strongly  opposed, 
but  if  it  had  been  accepted  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Bill  would  have 
been  more  acceptable  than  it  is  at  the 
present  moment.  But  I  cannot  pass 
away  from  this  part  of  the  question  with- 
out again  citing  to  the  House  the  result 
of  the  remarkable  ballot  taken  on  the 
question  by  the  Weavers'  Association. 
Of  the  90,000  papers  issued,  74,000 
answers  were  received,  and  66,000,  or 
89  per  cent.,  were  in  favour  of  the  present 
state  of  affairs.  That  fact  ought  to  have 
great  weight  with  hon.  Members  before 
they  give  their  vote  on  the  Third 
Reading.  This  House  has  the  legal 
right,  but  I  should  like  to  know  how  far 
it  has  the  moral  right,  to  permit  hon. 
Members  sitting  for  constituencies  who 
really  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the 
Bill  and  no  expert  knowledge  of  the  half- 
time  question  to  cram  down  the  throats  of 
Lancashire  people  legislation  they  do  not 
like.  We  are  told  by  folk  who  know 
nothing  of  the  question  that  we  are 
wasting  the  lives  of  the  children  for  the 
sake  ofa  system  which  ministers  to  the 
greed  of  miserly  parents  or  the  avarice  of 
heartless  capitalists,  and  that  the  only 
people  who  know  anything  of  this  question, 
the  only  people  who  are  utterly  and  entirely 
unbiased  in  the  matter,  are  the  National 
Union  of  Teachers.  I  think  this  is  a  big 
assertion,  in  view  of  the  ballot.  There 
was  another  matter  mentioned  upon  the 
Second  Reading  in  debate  which  has  not 
been  pressed  sufficiently  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  and  that  is  the  ques- 
tion of  woman  labour  in  our  factories. 
The  House  knows  perfectly  well  that 
although  the  death-rate  statistics  in  the 
factory  districts  are  not  worse  than  in 
other  parts  of  England,  still  they  would 
be  very  much  better  if  it  were  not  for 
woman  labour  in  the  factories.  I  desire 
to  press  this  point  on  the  House  as  being 
of  the  utmost  importance.    The  proper 

Elacc  for  a  woman,  at  all  events  during 
er  child-bearing  days,  when  she  has  a 
large  family  of  small  children— possibly  a 
baby — is  at  home.  In  Lancashire,  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  the  more  you 
seek  by  legislation  to  remove 'from  the 
revenue  of  the  home  even  the  smallest 
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additional  sum  of  money,  as  yeu  are ! 
doing  by  destroying  the  half-time  system, 
the  more  you  are  inevitably  driving  women  | 
back  to  the  factories,  and  making  them  take 
their  part  in  providing  the  daily  bread 
for  the  family.    To  my  mind  this  is  a 
singularly  unfortunate  Bill.    Most  of  the  ! 
working  class  measures  which  have  been  | 
introduced  and  carried  in  this  House  | 
have  been  for  the  improvement  and : 
amelioration  of  the  lot  of  the  people,  and  j 
have  been  supported  by  the  working , 
classes  and  trades  unions.    In  the  present 
case  all  these  elements  of  support  are 
wanting.    You  have  no  body  of  opinion  at 
the  back  of  you.    You  have  no  section  of  i 
the  community  asking  for  this  reform 
which  knows  anything   of   the   textile  j 
movement.    You  have  nothing  but  the 
National  Union  of  Teachers.    It  cannot, 
even  by  a  stretch  of  imagination,  be  called 
a  burning  question.  It  is  a  question  which, 
as  I  have  previously  pointed  out,  is 
settling  itself,  and  would  settle  itself  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years.    I  disapprove 
of  the  action  of  hon.  Members  in  forcing 
the  question  down  our  throats,  believing, 
as  I  do,  that  if  it  had  only  been  allowed 
to  settle  itself  by  natural  means,  a  good 
deal    of   the   friction    that   has  been 
aroused  would  never  have  existed  at  ell. 
Personally  I  have  no  pecuniary  interest 
in  the  cotton  trade,  and  therefore  I  hope 
my  action  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  un- 
selfish one.    I  believe  the  Bill  to  be 
unnecessary,  impolitic,  and  unjust  to  a 
very  large  section  of  .  the  community,  and 
this  being  the  last  occasion  we  shall  have 
of  discussing  this  question  I  am  pleased 
to  have  been  able  to  raise  my  voice  in  this 
matter. 

♦Mr.  DUCKWORTH  (Lancashire,  Mid- 
dleton) :  I  am  sure  no  one  would  desire  to 
charge  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport 
with  want  of  zeal  or  want  of  ability  in  his 
opposition  to  this  Bill.  Whatever  we 
may  say  as  to  his  views  on  the  matter, 
ana  however  we  may  differ  from  him,  we 
must  all  admire  his  determination  to  do 
all  he  possibly  could  to  kill  this  Bill.  He 
has  struck  it  in  the  breast,  he  has  stabbed 
it  in  the  back,  and  he  has  knocked  it  on 
the  head ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  its 
catlike  vitality  I  am  sure  the  Bill  would 
have  been  killed.  We  must  all  own  that 
the  hon.  Member  would  not  have  taken 
the  course  he  has  in  opposing  this  Bill  if 
he  had  not  conscientiously  felt  that  he 
was  doing  what  he  believed  to  be  right. 


We  all  believe  in  his  honesty,  and  we  be- 
lieve also  in  his  straightforwardness  and  in- 
dependence, for  I  havenoticed  that  the  hon. 
Member  has  been  so  independent  as  even 
to  hold  up  to  ridicule  at  times  the  Party 
to  which  he  belongs.    But  I  must  confess 
that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  with  his  intelligence  and 
his  knowledge  of  Lancashire  people  and 
their  work,  can  so  persistently  oppose  th's 
Bill.    I  can  only  put  it  down  to  two 
things.    One  is  his  determined  opposition 
to  the  teachers,  and  the  other  is  that  he 
must  have  a  mandate  from  his  constitu- 
ency. I  am  not  aware  that  he  has  pleaded 
that,  but  I  cannot  understand  hi6  action 
unless  it  be  that  he  must  really  believe 
that  his  whole  constituency,  and  perhaps 
some  other  constituencies  in  Lancashire, 
are  very  strongly  opposed  to  this  Bill. 
If  that  be  so,  it  only  lends  colour  to  what 
I  have  heard  said,  that  such  towns  as 
Stockport,  Wigan,  Ashton,  and  Staly- 
bridge  are  about  fifty  years  behind  towns 
|  further  north.    I  do  not  say  that  that  is 
;  so,  but  I  have  heard  it  said,  and  this  cir- 
I  cumstance   would  give  colour   to  that 
i  opinion.  Let  me  state  my  own  experience 
j  with  reference  to  the  constituency  which 
j  I  represent.    During  the  Whitsuntide 
;  recess  I  was  called  upon  to  address  what 
i  is  called  the  "  Four  Hundred,"  and  the 
i  council  in  connection  with  that  constitu- 
!  ency,  which   is   a  very  extensive  and 
j  enlightened  constituency.  I  was  expected 
to  speak  on  this  subject,  in  fact  I  was 
asked  to  explain  the  position  I  had  taken 
up.    I  spoke  in  the  afternoon  to  the 
council  on  general  politics,  and  in  the 
evening,  at  the  public  meeting,  when 
about  400  people  wero  present,  I  spent 
about  fifty  minutes  in  speaking  on  this 
subject  alone.    At  both  these  meetings 
an  unanimous  vote  of  confidence  in  their 
Member  was  passed,  and  not  a  single 
question  was   asked  me,  or  a  single 
voice  raised  in  opposition  to  the  course  I 
had   taken.     So  that  whatever  force 
there  may  be  in  the  arguments  which  have 
been  used  on  the  opposite  side  this 
morning  as  to  the  opposition  of  Lanca- 
shire, those  arguments  do  not  hold  at  all 
events  so  far  as  my  constituency  is  con- 
cerned.   I  have  received  communications 
from  several  people  on  this  subject.  It 
has  been  argued  that  the  trades  unions- 
are  against  this  measure.    I  hold  in  my: 
hand  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Trades 
Council  of  Rochdale,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows.   The  secretary  says  :  i 
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"  Sir,— I  am  instructed  by  the  members  of 
the  council  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  which  was  passed  unanimously  at 
the  monthly  meeting :  1  That  this  council, 
being  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  age  at  which 
half-timers  are  allowed  to  commence  work  is 
too  low,  respectfully  urges  the  Government  to 
aiford  facilities  for  the  passing  of  Mr.  Robson's 
Half-Time  Bill  in  the  present  session  of  Parlia- 
ment.'" 

I  have  also  got  a  similar  resolution  from 
a  Socialist  organisation.  They  are  very 
strongly  in  favour  of  this  Bill. 

"  I  am  instructed,"  the  secretary  says,  *'  by 
the  council,  as  representative  of  the  Socialists 
of  the  Midd  let-on  and  Sowerby  Parliamentary 
Divisions,  to  petition  vou  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Robson's  Bill,  at  the  second  Heading  of  which 
our  Council  considers  you  played  a  most  com- 
mendable part.  In  the  interests  of  the  children 
and  of  education  we  hope  you  will  persevere 
in  the  course  you  have  adopted,  and  do  all  that 
lies  in  your  power  to  assist  in  the  passing  of  so 
desirable  and  humane  a  measure.' 

When  I  was  in  the   North  I  took 
the  opportunity    of   inviting   to  my 
own  house   the  leaders  of  the  trades 
organisations  in  our  town  and  district. 
I    will    not    say    more    as   to  the 
positions  they  occupy  than  that  they  are 
gentlemen  who  occupy  the  leading  posi- 
tions in  our  trades  unions  and  councils. 
We  went  through  these  Amendments  one 
by  one,  and  talked  them  over   as  we 
sat  around  the  table,  and  there  was 
not  a  single  Amendment   that  those 
gentlemen    advised    me    to  vote  for 
except   one.     They   were    in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  and  they  urged  me  to  advocate 
— as  I  have  advocated — the  passing  of  the 
measure.    I  think  that  that  testimony 
clears  away  the  arguments  which  have 
been  used  throughout  the  debate  as  to 
the  strong  opposition  of  Lancashire  people. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  knows 
very  well  that  the  opposition  to  the  rais- 
ing of  the  age  from  11  to  1 2  is  not  so 
strong  by  a  long  way  as  was  the  opposi- 
tion when  the  age  was  raised  from  10  to 
11,  and  he  also  knows  very  well  that  it 
will  very  soon  pass  away.  He  knows  that 
even  some  of  those  who  are  so  strongly  in 
favour  of  retaining  the  age  at  11  have 
spoken,  in  their  personal  and  private 
capacity,  in  a  very  different  way.  That 
being  so,  I  am  sure  the  testimony  I  have 

E'ven  as  to  what  I  have  heard  when  in 
mcashire  during  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks  will  take  the  bottom  out  of  the 
argument  that  the  Lancashire  people  are 
strongly  against  the  passing  of  this 
measure.  On  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill  emphasis  was  laid  on  the  argument 
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that  it  would  disarrange  or  disorganise 
trade,  and  that  it  would  harass  employers. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  knows — 
or  if  he  does  not  know  I  can  tell  him — 
that  in  every  case  almost  when  old  ma- 
chines are  taken  out  and  new  ones  put  in 
they  are  arranged  to  do  without  half- 
timers  altogether.   So  that  the  employers 
themselves  know  that  this  system  is  pass- 
ing away,  that  it  is  a  remnant  of  a  bygone 
age,  and  that  the  time  has  come  when  it 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged.    I  could  give 
you  employers  by  the  score  who  have 
voluntarily  done  away  with  this  half-time 
work.    The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
Rochester,  on  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill,  spoke  in  a  very  intelligent  and  very 
hopeful  way.    His  opposition  to  it  was 
that  he  had  a  fear  that  it  would  not 
answer  the  purpose  that  we  claim  for  it, 
and  he  spoke  about  the  money  which  we 
spend  on  education  being,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, wasted.    That  is  so.    But  why  is  it 
so  ?    Simply  because  we  do  not  give  the 
children  time  to  study ;  we  do  not  give 
them  time  to  get  through  what  we  expect 
them  to  get  through.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  the  teachers  being  over  anxious  to  get 
results  ;  it  is  because  they  know  very  well 
that  the  children,  under  the  conditions  of 
education  to-day,  have  not  sufficient  time 
to  study.    Hence  they  are  crammed,  and 
the  result  is,  as  has  been  stated,  that 
when  the  school  years  are  over  they  are 
disgusted  with  schools ;  they  are  out  of 
patience  with  all  study,  and  they  are  very 
glad  to  get  to  work,  or  to  play,  or  any- 
thing else  they  can  do.    Instead  of  chil- 
dren coming  from  elementary  schools 
having  had  given  to  them  a  desire  for 
study,  an  appetite  for  learning,  they  come 
away  satiated  with  it,  and  they  do  not 
want  to  continue  their  studies.  That 
ought  not  to  be  so — they  ought  to  be 
ready,  when  they  arrive  at  14  years  of 
age,  to  go  on  with    their  secondary 
education,  and  after    that    to  go  on 
to    a    technical    school   and  prepare 
themselves    for    their   duties   in  life. 
But  they  are  not  prepared  to  do  this. 
The  great  complaint  as  to  technical  schools 
is  that  children  come  from  elementary 
schools  quite  unprepared  to  commence 
their  studies  in  the  technical  schools. 
The  hon.   Member  for  St.  Helens  has 
made  a  very  singular  address  in  the  House 
this  morning,  but  I  should  have  thought 
that  his  own  intelligence  would  have  pre- 
vented him  from  making  remarks  such  as 
he  has  made  to-day.    Surely  he  is  under 
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the  old  dispensation.  I  thought  the  Tory  | 
party  had  been  educated.  I  remember 
when  quite  a  young  man,  after  the  Fran- 
chise Bill  had  passed,  Mr.  Robert  Lowe 
saying  that  we  must  educate  our  masters. 
Now  we  have  an  hon.  Member  of  this 
House  speaking  disparagingly  of  education 
for  the  working-classes,  and  advocating 
that  a  child  must  only  be  educated  to  do 
the  work  that  its  father  has  done,  and  pre- 
sumably that  it  must  never  go  beyond  what 
its  father  has  done.  That  is  a  good  old 
Tory  doctrine,  and  we  have  not  heard  it 
for  a  long  time.  I  thought  it  had  died  a 
natural  death,  and  that  our  Conservative 
friends  were  in  favour  of  having  our 
children  educated  as  much  as  possible. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  St.  Helens  is  one  of  those  who  would 
l)e  perfectly  satisfied  if  a  child  were  edu- 
cated sufficiently  to  make  a  bow  to  certain 
persons  or  a  curtsey  when  the  parson  or  a 
squire  passes  by.  I  take  it  that  that  is 
not  the  feeling  of  hon.  Members  of  the 
House,  and  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  that  it  is  not  the  feeling  of  ' 
the  great  masses  of  this  country.  The 
teachers  in  our  technical  schools,  the  edu- 
cationists throughout  the  country,  and 
especially  in  the  northern  parts  of  the 
country  where  the  industries  of  the  country 
are  carried  on,  all  know  perfectly  well — 
and  feel  the  importance  of  it — that  it  is 
necessary  that  the  children  who  are  to  go 
to  work  in  these  days  must  be  better  edu- 
cated than  they  have  been  in  days  gone 
by.  We  have  been  able  to  carry  on  a 
large  trade  in  what  I  may  call  plain  goods. 
As  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  knows 
very  well,  in  years  gone  by,  if  a  person 
could  weave  a  calico  piece  he  was  con- 
sidered proficient  and  all  light;  but  we 
have  to  compete  with  people  now  who  can 
do  this  work  quite  as  well  as  we  can  our- 
selves. To  make  fancy  goods  requires  a 
good  deal  of  technical  knowledge,  which 
we  shall  have  to  cultivate  if  we  want  to 
keep  abreast  with  the  competition  of 
foreign  countries. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  But  the 
children  don't  learn  fancy  weaving  at 
Board  schools.  They  learn  it  at  the  mill. 

♦Mr.  DUCKWORTH :  No,  no.  The 
mind  of  the  child  is  trained  in  the  school, 
and  it  requires  the  training  of  the 
mind  in  order  to  obtain  technical  know- 
ledge. I  do  not  think  that  any  Member 
of  this  House  will  plead  that  ignorance 


is  better  than  knowledge  in  anything — 
even  if  it  is  applied  to  pulling  turnips,  or 
the  doing  the  things  that  have  to  be  done 
by  the  children  in  agricultural  districts. 
It  is  far  better  to  have  the  minds  of  the 
children  trained,  and  it  is  far  behind  the 
times  to  plead  that  ignorance  is  an  advan- 
tage to  a  child ;  and  I  strongly  protest 
against  any  such  argument.  I  will 
not  detain  the  House  any  longer,  al- 
though there  are  several  other  things 
which  I  wished  to  say.  I  do  hope  that, 
now  we  have  threshed  this  matter  out  to 
the  extent  that  we  have,  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  cease  their  opposition,  and  allow 
this  Bill  to  pass. 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  hope 
the  House  will  allow  me  to  submit  some 
observations  upon  this  occasion,  al- 
though I  occupied  some  time  during 
the  discussion  of  this  measure  in  Com- 
mittee. As  reference  has  been  made  to 
the  Borough  of  Wigan,  I  feel  bound  to 
say,  although  I  did  speak  with  much 
I  sincerity  and  some  vigour  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  that  I  have  received  no  protest 
against  the  remarks  which  I  then  made. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  have  received  letter 
after  letter  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
course  which  I  took  and  the  views  which 
I  expressed  in  the  Debate  in  Committee. 
I  have  heard — I  must  confess  with  some 
surprise — the  speech  made  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  St.  Helens; 
and  for  the  first  time  during  many  years 
in  the  Debates  in  Parliament  I  have 
heard  education  condemned  as  rather  an 
injury  than  a  benefit  to  those  who  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  taking  advantage 
of  it.  I  certainly  think  that  such  remarks 
come  with  very  ill  grace  from  a  Lanca- 
shire Member ;  for  Ave  have  in  our  County 
Palatine  no  less  than  two  University 
Colleges — one  in  Liverpool  and  one  in 
Manchester — and  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
man  who  has  any  acquaintance  with  Lan- 
cashire industries  will  deny  the  great 
benefits  which  have  been  conferred  upon 
our  county  by  these  two  magnificent 
institutions.  The  hon.  Member  made 
some  reference  to  Lancashire  parents  as 
being  very  intelligent.  As  a  Lancashire 
man  I  have  always  felt  some  diffidence  in 
commenting  upon  such  an  observation; 
but  I  believe  that  the  intelligence  of  the 
Lancashire  operative  is  of  a  very  high 
order,  and  one  of  my  reasons  for  support- 
ing this  Bill  is  that,  in  my  opinion,  intelli- 
gence of  that  high  order  requires  further 
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opportunity  of  development.    As  a  Lan- 
cashire man  and  as  a  Lancashire  Member 
I  still  regard  the  standard  of  education 
in  the  schools  as  too  low,  although  the 
standard  is  higher  than  it  was  some 
years  ago.     Another  of  my  reasons  for 
supporting  this  Bill  is,  that  if  children 
are  prevented  from  going  to  work  up  to  a 
certain  age  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the 
standard  of  education  must  be  raised.  Not 
only  this,  but  the  children  will  be  kept  at 
school  up  to  the  school  age  fixed  by  the 
Bill,  and  they  will  be  prevented  from 
wasting  their  time  in  the  streets.  Refer- 
ence has  been  made  to  the  opinion  of  the 
operatives  as  being  against  the  Bill. 
The  hon.  Member  referred  to  one  section 
— the  Weavers'  Union.    Now  I  was  pre- 
sent at  a  meeting  where  their  representa- 
tives were  heard,  and  there  were  two 
remarkable  facts  in  connection  with  that 
Union,  firstly,  that  those  members  of  the 
Union  who  sent  their  children  as  half- 
timers  at  this  early  age  were  well-to-do 
parents  and  did  not  require  the  wages  of 
their  children  for  their  support — and  I 
was  greatly  impressed  by  wnat  I  heard 
upon  that  occasion  ;  secondly,  the  weavers 
who  appeared  were  not  the  parents  of 
the  children  referred  to  in  the  resolution. 
The  great  majority  of  them  were  not 
factory  operatives  at  all,  and  gained  then- 
bread  by  other  means.  The  hon.  Member 
made  a  reference  to  some  petition,  or 
document,  respecting  labour  in  the  glass 
works  at  St.  Helens ;  but  the  age  he  men* 
tioned  was  a  higher  age  than  the  one 
mentioned  in  the  Bill,  and  therefore  the 
remarks  he  made  upon  the  subject  were 
entirely  irrelevant,  and  not  appropriate  to 
the  discussion.    I  made  some  reference  in 
a  former  Debate  to  the  age  on  the  Conti1- 
nent,  and  since  then  I  have  perused  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council 
on  Education  for  Scotland.     Now,  in 
Scotland  there  are  94,000  children  be- 
tween 11  and  12  years  of  age,  and  of  that 
total  92  per  cent,  are  at  school.    That  is 
a  most  clear  and  absolute  proof  that  in 
Scotland,  at  least,  the  parents  who  have 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  their  children 
keep  them  at  school  up  to  the  age  men- 
tioned in  this  Bill.    With  regard  to  the 
woollen  and  worsted  industries  of  York- 
shire, I  have  had  some  acquaintance  in 
the  interior  working  of  the  mills,  both  in 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  as  regards  the 
healthy  condition  of  our  factories,  in  con- 
sequenee  of  the  nature  of  the  material  used, 
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it  is  less  satisfactory  in  Lancashire  than  in 
the  worsted  and  woollen  districts  of  York- 
shire. I  have  some  statements  here  which 
the  House  will  perhaps  forgive  me  for 
reading.  One  is  the  testimony  of  the 
medical  officer  for  the  Borough  of  Wigan, 
who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Wigan  School 
Board.    He  says : 

"I  Khali  be  sorry  if  there  is  an  attempt 
made  to  exclude  cotton  factories  from  the 
operation  of  the  BUI,  for  it  is  the  children 
employed  in  cotton  factories  that  will  benefit 
most.  My  opinion,  as  a  medical  officer  of 
health,  and  also  as  a  general  medical  practi- 
tioner among  these  people,  is  that  no  child 
under  twelve  should  be  employed  as  a 
half-timer.  I  have  seen  the  stunted 
growth,  the  swarthy,  ill-looking  appearance 
of  many  of  these  children,  due  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  confinement  and  work  in  the  mills.  I 
can  also  speak  as  a  member  of  our  School 
Board,  where  people  have  to  come  before  us 
for  exemption  of  half-timers,  and  we  in- 
variably ask  that  the  children  shall  be  left 
longer  at  school.  We  have  not  many  half- 
timers  in  Wigan,  but  it  would  be  better  if  we 
had  less." 

Another  medical  friend  of  mine — Dr. 
Roocroft — who  has  had  twenty  years' 
experience  in  Wigan,  writes  to  me  as 
follows : 

"  With  regard  to  raising  the  age  of  the 
factory  workers,  I  have  long  felt  that  this 
ought  to  be  done.  After  a  somewhat  exten- 
sive experience  of  nearly  twenty  years  I  can 
recall  many  instances  where  liealthy  and 
robust  children,  rapidly  growing  but  not 
developed,  have  been  taken  from  school  and 
put  to  work.  The  result,  in  many  cases,  has 
been  an  arrest  of  development  generally. 
Later  I  fiud  that  the  circulatory,  digestive, 
and  respiratory  systems  suffer,  as  instanced 
by  anrcmia,  dyspepsia,  constipation,  and  pul- 
monary tuberculosis.  These  diseases  are 
induced,  in  my  opinion,  firstly,  by  throwing 
upon  the  child  work  at  an  early  age,  too  early 
for  the  body  to  be  oyer  tired  ;  and  secondly, 
by  close  confinement  in  hot,  sometimes  dusty 
and  ill-ventilated  places,  coupled  by  the 
absence  of  exercise  (play)  in  the  open  air,  too 
long  hours,  and  improper  food." 

I  am  grateful  to  the  House  for  allowing 
me  to  read  these  letters,  which  are  written 
by  two  highly  distinguished  medical 
practitioners.  Now,  Sir,  if  the  House 
will  bear  with  me,  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
do  very  greatly  regret — as  much  as  I  re- 
gret anything  in  my  Parliamentary  life — 
that  the  opposition  to  this  Bill  has  come 
from  Lancashire,  and  from  hon.  Members 
sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  never 
presume  to  speak  on  behalf  of  Lancashire 
Members,  but  I  do  know  from  the 
Division  lists  the  feeling  of  Lancashire 
Members.     The  vote  on  the  Second 
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Reading  of  the  Bill  < shows  that  the 
majority  of  the  Lancashire  Members  were 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  ;  and  why  should  a 
section  of  them  say  that  Lancashire  is 
opposed  to  it  ?  I  have  read  the  life  of 
Lord  Shaftesbury.  We  know  what  he 
says  on  the  factory  question.  I  can 
remember  from  my  earliest  years — I  have 
mentioned  it  before,  and  I  mention  it 
again — the  condition-  of  these  poor 
children,  both  in  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire— their  starved  appearance,  their 
deformed  bandy  legs,  their  other  weak- 
nesses, and  their  want  of  development  in 
accordance  to  their  years.  I  myself  believe 
that  that  condition  of  affairs  amongst  the 
parents  is  the  great  cause  of  the  inferior 
condition  of  too  many  of  the  present 
generation,  and  I  believe  that  you  will 
not  eradicate  the  result  of  this  evil  con- 
dition of  things  except  you  place  the 
children  under  more  favourable  circum- 
stances. As  a  matter  of  fact,  these 
children  actually  require  more  favourable 
conditions  than  other  children.  It  has 
been  the  boast  of  the  Conservative  party 
that  this  factory  legislation  was  specially 
their  work.  Can  it  be  so  said  now  t  Who 
was  it  that  raised  the  age  of  half- 
timers  from  10  to  11  t  It  was  Mr. 
Acland,  whose  absence  from  this 
House  I  deeply  lament.  Why  was  it 
that  that  reform  was  delayed?    I  am 

Sieved  to  confess  that  it  came  from  some 
embers  on  these  benches.  And  to-day, 
when  I  believe  Parliament  will  take 
another  step  in  advance,  we  cannot 
boast  that  this  proposal  was  made  by  a 
Conservative  Member.  It  is  a  gift 
from  a  distinguished  and  learned  hon. 
Member  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
That  evil  blot — for  I  contend  it  is  an  evil 
blot  on  the  political  history  of  our  Party — 
cannot  be  obliterated ;  but  I  do  appeal  to 
my  Lancashire  friends  that  they  should 
keep  the  record  as  clean  as  they  can,  and 
not  oppose  this  Bill,  even  by  one  ad- 
verse vote ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  give 
to  the  parents  and  the  children  of  Lanca- 
shire a  boon  which  has  been  too  long 
delayed,  but  which,  in  my  judgment,  they 
eminently  deserve. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  pro- 
test against  the  tone  in  which  my  hon. 
friend  has  alluded  to  the  Lancashire 
Members,  and  also  against  the  suggestion 
that  those  Lancashire  Members  who  do 
not  look  upon  the  Bill  as  satisfactory 
hold  views  adverse  to  education.  My 


belief  is,  and  it  is  shared  more  largely  out 
of  the  House  than  in  it,  that  the  best 
method  of  promoting  education  is  to  com- 
bine the  initial  stage  of  work  with  a 
continuance  of  education.  Now,  my  hon. 
friend  said  something  about  the  standard 
of  exemption  being  too  low.  I  should 
like  to  ask  how  this  Bill  is  to  increase  or 
improve  the  standard  1  I  do  not  want 
the  standard  of  exemption  to  bo  mad© 
too  low.  I  should  like  to  see  it  raised. 
But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  Bill. 
I  hold  that  my  objection  to  the  principle' 
of  this  Bill  is  a  sound  one,  and  that  if 
we  are  to  induce  children  to  take  an 
interest  in  their  education,  and  to  carry 
it  on,  we  must  not  make  a  gap  between 
education  and  the  work  they  have  to  do 
in  after  life.  My  hon.  friend  spoke  about 
the  deformity  of  children  in  times  past. 
That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  present 
state  of  things.  The  mills  are  well  venti- 
lated, and  the  children  are  in  good  con- 
dition. I  do  not  say  that  the  present 
method  is  necessarily  perfect ;  one  might 
say  that  the  method  might  be  carried  on 
much  better.  But  it  seems  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  all  this  should  be 
said  against  half-timers,  when  this  Bill 
itself  introduces  the  half-time  system  in 
other  spheres  than  the  factory.  Far  more 
children  will  come  under  half-time  by  the 
raising  of  the  age.  It  has  been  said  that 
in  Switzerland  and  other  countries  there 
are  no  half-timers,  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  that  is  a  good  system.  I  do  not 
wish  to  press  this  point  further,  but  only 
to  deprecate  the  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
friend,  and  to  maintain  that  those  Lan- 
cashire Members  who  know  the  feeling 
of  their  constituents,  and  who  know 
something  about  the  working  of  the 
half-time  system  in  their  constituencies, 
would  not  necessarily  be  improving  the 
conditions  of  the  education  and  work  of 
those  children  by  allowing  this  Bill  to  pass. 
I  want  to  ask  for  some  authoritative 
statement  as  to  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  Bill.  I  think  we  ought  to 
know  something  more  of  the  views  of  the 
Government  than  we  have  yet  obtained. 
The  Bill  has  been  brought  in  by  a  private 
Member,  and  we  know  that  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council  is  in  favour  of  the  principles 
of  the  Bill;  but  I  would  like  to  know- 
what  the  Council  for  Education  think 
of  the  Bill.  It  may  be  said  that  the  Bill, 
as  it  stands,  would  not  give  much  trouble" 
to  the  Department ;  but  do  the  Govern-" 
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ment  intend  to  give  it  their  support  1 
And  how  do  they  intend  to  carry  out  the 
administration  of  the  agricultural  parts 
of  it  1  What  method  will  be  taken  or 
what  Orders  will  be  issued  to  see  that 
Agricultural  pursuits  alone  are  to  be  the 
basis  of  the  half-time  system  in  the 
future  1  What  steps  are  to  be  taken  to 
.give  it  effect  1  I  think  that,  considering 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  Bill  has 
been  brought  forward  and  the  imputa- 
tions made  in  some  quarters  against  those 
who  doubt  the  wisdom  of  this  Bill,  it 
was  .only  right  that  I  should  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  making  these  obser- 
vations. I  protest  against  the  idea  that 
in  the  action  I  have  taken  against  this 
Bill  I  am  actuated  by  a  desire  to  con- 
tinue the  employment  of  child  labour.  I 
oppose  this  measure  on  the  ground,  which 
I  think  a  good  one,  that  it  prohibits  a  kind 
of  child  labour  which  leads  up  to  a  species 
of  elementary  education  in  the  business 
which  these  children  will  have  to  carry 
on  in  after-life.  Everybody  must  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  fact  that  there  are 
large  numbers  of  children  who  leave 
.school  without  the  slightest  idea  of  the 
pursuit  which  they  are  going  to  follow 
in  after  years.  And  the  benefit  of  the 
half-time  system  is  that  it  leaves  these 
■children  time  to  contemplate  what  pur- 
suit it  is  which  they  will  follow,  and  allows 
them  to  begin  to  learn  that  pursuit. 

♦Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  West) : 
I  confess  that  this  Bill  would  not  remove 
the  existence  of  child  labour.  We  have 
heard  that  definitely  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down,  and  from  the 
Member  for  Stockport.  But  in  the  mean- 
time both  concur  in  opposing  a  measure 
which  would  remove  a  small  portion  of 
child  labour,  and  they  object  to  us  making 
&  beginning  with  the  partial  abolition  of 
ohild  labour.  I  think  that  is  rather  in- 
consistent. From  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport  we  have  a  not  less  insidious 
attack  on  the  Bill,  but  not  a  more  accurate 
representation  of  the  case.  We  were  told 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  has  distinguished 
himself  by  opposing  the  Bill  in  the  name 
of  Lancashire  that  the  public  opinion  of 
Lancashire  was  against  it,  and  that  there 
was  no  public  opinion  in  favour  of  it.  A 
more  inaccurate  statement  was  never 
made  in  this  House,  and  that  is  saying  a 
good  deal.  The  outline  of  the  proposal 
on  which  this  Bill  was  based  was  drawn 
first  of  all  by  the  respected  Member 
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for  Bury,  and  another  distinguished 
Member — the  Member  for  Bolton — 
speaking  with  more  knowledge  and  in  a 
greater  representative  position  than 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport, 
was  also  associated  with  the  pro- 
posal. The  Bill  in  its  first  inception 
was  due  to  these  two  hon.  Members. 
Public  opinion  has  been  expressed  again 
and  again  in  Lancashire  in  favour  of  the 
Bill.  The  great  majority  of  the  organs  of 
the  press  in  Lancashire  are  in  favour  of  it ; 
the  great  majority  of  the  working  men  of 
Lancashire  are  in  favour  of  it ;  and  every 
trades  union  in  Lancashire  but  one,  the 
weavers,  is  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  And  that 
union  is  the  only  one  which  has  half- 
timers. 

♦Mr.  YOXALL:  What  about  the 
Spinners'  Union  ?  The  Trades  Union 
Congress  for  years  have  been  asking  for 
the  abolition  of  the  half-time  system  alto- 

f ether.  Every  member  of  the  Trades 
fnion  Council,  except  the  member  or 
members  who  represents  the  Weavers' 
Union,  is  in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  but  we  are 
told  by  the  hon.  Member  opposite,  with  a 
coolness  which  would  have  been  more  suit- 
able two  days  ago  than  to-day,  that  the  only 
opinion  in  favour  of  this  Bill  is  the  opinion 
of  the  teachers.  It  has  been  suggested 
again  and  again  that  teachers  nave  a 
great  deal  to  gain  by  the  Bill.  As  a 
fact,  the  teachers  and  the  school  managers 
and  the  school  boards  will  lose  pecuniarily 
by  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  because  the 
school  attendance  for  half-time  counts  for 
the  purposes  of  grants  as  an  attendance  and 
a-half.  Abolish  the  half-timers  and  you 
reduce  the  grant  to  the  school,  and  the 
pecuniary  incentive  of  the  school  managers 
and  teachers  will  be  diminished.  1  re- 
pudiate in  the  name  of  the  teachers  the 
insinuation  that  they  have  any  private 
motive  for  pushing  forward  this  measure. 
But  one  correct  statement  has  been  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport, 
and  that  was  that  the  teachers  are 
not  so  satisfied  with  the  Bill  now 
as  when  it  was  introduced.  I  regret  that 
it  was  ever  necessary  to  have  any  compro- 
mise in  this  Bill.  If  the  Government  had 
done  their  duty,  and  had  been  consistent 
with  their  former  proposals,  and  shown 
the  least  courage  in  this  House,  they 
would  have  said,  "This  is  a  Bill  which 
carries  out  the  pledges  given  in  our  name 
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three  years  ago,  and  which  must  be 
carried  in  this  form,  and  we  will  give 
facilities  for  its  being  carried  without  any 
compromise."  If  that  had  been  done,  the 
opposition  of  the  Lancashire  Members 
would  have  dropped  to  zero,  and  that  of 
the  agricultural  Members  would  not  be 
counted  for  much  if  the  Government  had 
been  in  earnest ;  but  owing  to  the  want  of 
courage  on  the  part  of  the  Government  it 
has  been  necessary  for  my  hon.  friend  to 
introduce  a  clause  with  regard  to  the 
agricultural  schools  and  agricultural 
children  upon  which  I  look  with  dread. 
We  have  the  least  efficient  schools  for 
farmers'  sons  and  daughters  of  any 
country  in  Europe,  and  we  have  the  least 
efficient  and  satisfactory  system  of  elemen- 
tary education  for  the  labourers'  sons  and 
daughters,  and  every  attempt  that  is 
made  to  improve  the  present  condition  is 
met  with  the  opposition  of  the  farmers, 
the  farmers'  friends,  and  the  farmers' 
spokesmen  in  this  House.  They  opposed 
this  Bill  unless  some  concession  was  made 
to  enable  children  of  eleven  years  of  age 
to  work  on  the  land  four  or  five  months 
in  the  year,  and  that  concession  is  given 
provided  that  during  the  remainder 
of  the  year  the  children  go  to 
school.  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston,  that  before  we 
adopt  this  particular  clause  on  this  point 
we  ought  to  hear  from  the  Government 
that  when  this  concession  is-  given  they 
will  insist  upon  some  conditions  which 
shall  give  them  some  return.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  compromise  with  regard  to 
the  agricultural  schools  will  be  bad  ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  may  be  good  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  but  it  depends  entirely  on 
the  administration  of  the  Education 
Department.  Compulsory  education  in 
the  rural  districts  now  is  about  as  in- 
effectual as  it  can  possibly  be,  and  unless 
some  condition  is  made  I  fear  that  all  we 
shall  have  done  by  this  Bill  will  be  to 
legalise  what  exists  at  present  very  largely 
— a  certain  amount  of  whole-time  employ- 
ment in  the  agricultural  districts.  Unless 
the  Education  Department  steps  in  and 
insists  that  this  concession  shall  only  be 
made  under  conditions,  I  think  that  the 
object  of  this  Bill  will  be  perverted,  and 
we  shall  have  worse  and  less  regular 
school  attendances,  and  compulsory  edu- 
cation will  be  less  effective  than  it  is  now 
in  the  agricultural  districts.  It  is  a  great 
danger,  and  can  only  be  averterl  by  the 
Education    Department ;    but    if  the 


Government  are  not  deterred  by  the 
agricultural  members  who  sit  behind  them 
the  concession  may  turn  out  to  be  a  bless- 
ing in  disguise.  I  apologise  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  opposite  for  daring 
to  speak  upon  an  agricultural  question, 
but,  nevertheless,  I  will  say  that  the 
attitude  of  the  farmers  in  opposing 
popular  education  is  the  most  suicidal 
attitude  that  could  be  adopted.  Better 
education  is  wanted  in  the  agricultural 
districts,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  and  his  friends  will  endeavour 
to  convince  the  farmers  that  if  they 
obtain  the  services  of  the  children  on  the 
land  for  certain  months  of  the  year,  they 
must,  in  justice  to  the  children,  and  in 
honourable  keeping  of  a  bargain,  see  to 
the  best  of  their  ability  that  the  children 
attend  school  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 
If  there  is  a  better  tone  adopted  in  the 
speeches  of  the  agricultural  Members  of 
this  House  upon  this  question,  it  will  go 
far  to  improve  the  chances  of  better 
education  and  to  advance  it.  There  are 
other  countries  besides  this  which  were 
subject  to  agricultural  depression,  and 
the  people  of  those  countries  escaped  from 
that  depression,  not  by  reducing  and 
annulling  education,  but  by  increasing  it. 
It  is  the  dulness  of  intellect,  lack  of 
adaptability,  and  want  of  flexibility  on  the 
part  of  the  agricultural  labourer  that  are  in 
a  great  degree  responsible  for  the  depres- 
sion. I  was  in  a  small  market  town  in 
educated  France  from  which  £40,000 
worth  of  eggs  are  exported  to  this 
country  annually,  and  the  landlord  of 
the  hotel  to  whom  I  spoke  said  he 
always  understood  that  the  English  were 
a  practical  people ;  but  that  must  be  a 
mistake,  because  nothing  was  easier  than 
to  produce  eggs  for  the  market.  Again, 
in  Denmark,  with  the  dairy  produce 
which  is  exported  to  this  country.  That 
immense  exportation  is  due  to  the  better 
education  of  the  people  in  that  country 
and  to  nothing  else.  They  attend  not  only 
primary  but  secondary  schools,  and  many 
of  them  even  agricultural  colleges,  and  if 
we  had  better  education  in  this  country 
agriculture  would  revive  in  a  like  manner. 

MAJOR  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  need  not  apologise  for 
speaking  on  agricultural  matters  because 
he  is  not  a  farmer,  any  more  than  I  need 
apologise  for  speaking  upon  this  Bill 
because  I  am  not  a  schoolmaster.  He  is 
as  perfectly  qualified  to  speak  on  this 
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matter  as  on  others.  All  that  I  wish  to 
say  is  that  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
support  the  hon.  Member  for  St.  Helens 
in  his  motion  for  the  rejection  of  this  Bill. 
Personally,  I  opposed  the  Bill  in  its  first 
stages,  but  I  am  now  exceedingly  glad 
that  it  has  got  to  its  present  position. 
We  know  perfectly  well  we  have 
obstructed  this  BilL  It  was  first  possible 
we  might  have  defeated  it,  but  then  we 
should  have  got  a  very  much  worse 
measure  forced  down  our  throats  next 
year.  This  is  a  very  serious  matter  for 
the  agricultural  interest,  and  we  have  to 
make  the  best  of  it.  I  wish  to  thank  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South 
Shields  for  having  favourably  considered 
the  very  reasonable  proposals  which  we 
made  to  him  some  weeks  ago.  I  am  glad 
he  thought  fit  to  urge  the  House  to 
temper  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,  and  I 
congratulate  him  on  the  progress  he  has 
made  with  the  Bill. 

♦Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) : 
I  also  congratulate  my  hon.  friend  on 
having  reached  this  stage  of  the  Bill,  for 
I  believe  no  measure  has  ever  passed  this 
House  with  a  more  unanimous  body 
of  public  opinion  behind  it.  I  have 
always  been  in  favour  of  it,  and  have  not 
the  slightest  fear  of  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  believe  it  will  do  a  great  deal  of  good. 
One  hon.  Member  has  declared  that  there 
is  no  body  of  working-class  opinion  in 
favour  of  this  Bill.  But  I  formerly  col- 
lected the  opinions  of  the  trade  unions 
of  this  country  on  a  proposal  much  more 
advanced,  by  a  Bill  to  extend  the  school 
age  to  14,  with  certain  exemptions  ;  and 
nine  -  tenths  were  in  favour  of  the 
proposition  to  not  merely  extend  the  age 
for  day  attendance,  but  to  make  attend- 
ance at  night  schools  compulsory  up  to 
tho  age  of  15.  The  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Helens  argued  that  knowledge  acquired 
at  school  was  quickly  forgotten.  Of 
course,  everyone  knows  that  a  system  of 
cramming  a  child  up  to  the  age  of  12 
years,  followed  by  a  total  absence  from 
school  afterwards,  is  calculated  to  have 
such  results ;  and  what  we  want 
to  do  is  to  persuade  the  people  of  this 
country  of  the  essential  fact  that  the 
child's  mind  is  best  formed  between  the 
ages  of  12  and  15.  What  we  want  is 
regular  attendance  at  evening  schools  for 
at  least  two  years  after  leaving  the  day- 
school,  and  until  we  get  that  our  educa- 
tion will  remain  a  failure.  With  regard 
to  the  children    in    agricultural  dis- 
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tricts,  I  Congratulate  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  on  what  he  has  done.    He  secures, 
at  any  rate,  that  the  children  shall  remain 
continuously  at  school  for  six  or  eight 
months,  between  the  ages  of  11  and  13, 
and   that    the   exemption   shall  only 
apply  during  the  period  at  which  child- 
labour  is  useful  in  the  fields.  We  want  to 
keep  the  children  in  the  rural  districts,  and 
itisgood  for  their  health  that  in  the  summer 
time  they  should  be  engaged  in  easy  work 
in  tho  fields.    I  certainly  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  follow  the  example 
of    Prussia,    Switzerland,    and  other 
i  countries,  and,  while  allowing  exemption 
I  during  the  summer  months,  keep  the 
education  going  in  the  winter  until  even 
14  or  15  is  reached.    It  is  because  that 
i  system  is  adopted  in  other  countries  that 
I  they  are  running  us  so  hard  in  com- 
I  mercial  competition. 

!  *Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset,  E.): 
|  Complaint  has  been  made  that  so  few 
i  voices  have  been  raised  in  support  of  this 
i  Bill,  but  I  am  sure  it  is  only  owing  to  the 
exigencies  of  time  that  many  other  Mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  as  well  as 
on  the  other  have  not  spoken  in  favour 
of  the  measure.  As  far  as  its  factory  pro- 
'  visions  extend,  there  is  one  simple  and 
sufficent  justification  for  it.  It  is  that 
no  less  than  nine  years  ago,  that  this 
nation,  in  common  with  other  European 
nations,  pledged  itself  to  this  very  im- 
portant alteration  in  the  status  of  chil- 
dren. [An  hon.  Member,  "  No."]  Well,  at 
any  rate  the  British  delegates  at  the 
Berlin  Conference  concurred  in  the  reso- 
lution which  was  passed  declaring  the 
desirability  of  the  change,  and  they  did 
that  with  the  consent  of  the  Government  of 
the  day,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the 
present  Prime  Minister.  I  venture  to 
think  that  under  these  circumstances  it 
would  not  have  been  surprising  if  the 
present  Government  had  extended  to  this 
Bill  a  still  more  benevolent  attitude  than 
they  have  done.  I  should  have 
been  better  pleased  if  they  had 
themselves  passed  this  Bill,  and  not 
left  it  to  a  private  Member  to  gain  the 
credit  of  redeeming  what  was  almost  a 
national  obligation.  I  congratulate  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  on  the  abilitv 
he  has  shown  in  piloting  the  Bill  through 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  feel  sure  that 
the  national  conscience  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  England  revolts  at  seeing 
our  children  of  tender  years  obliged  to 
work  in  factories.    With  regard  to  the 
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agricultural  clauses,  I  confess  I  look  upon 
them  as  a  great  experiment  which  is  well 
worth  trying,  and  I  trust  they  will 
prove  beneficial  alike  to  employers, 
teachers,  and  children.  Objection  has 
been  taken  to  prolonging  what  has  been 
described  as  the  mechanical  and  un- 
practical system  of  teaching  in  our 
schools.  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  Edu- 
cation Department  will,  now  that  this 
considerable  change  is  being  made  in  our 
educational  system,  take  into  consideration, 
especially  as  regards  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, the  desirability  of  making  the 
education  less  unpractical,  and  giving  it  a 
more  direct  and  useful  bearing  on  our 
industrial  life. 

•Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.): 
Not  only  is  my  name  on  the  back  of  the 
Bill,  but  for  several  years  past  I  have 
always  taken  the  opportunity  at  public 
meetings  in  my  constituency  to  urge 
upon  Lancashire  the  desirability  of 
curtailing  the  work  of  children  and 
enabling  them  to  remain  longer  at  school. 
The  arguments  which  occur  to  me  on  this 
subject  are  connected  with  the  health  and 
the  education  of  the  children,  and  with 
the  foreign  competition  which  the  indus- 
tries of  this  country  will  have  to  meet.  I 
have  received  several  petitions  and  .many 
letters  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  but  up  to 
the  present  I  have  not  received  a  single 
line  in  condemnation  of  it.  Being  a  Lan- 
cashire Member,  and  Manchester  being 
practically  the  home  of  the  Lancashire 
industries,  I  think  it  very  probable  that 
some  of  the  manufacturers  who  are  repre- 
sented by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport 
would  have  addressed  a  word  of  warning 
to  me  if  they  had  any  objection  to  the 
Bill.  The  question  of  health  seems  to 
ine  to  deserve  important  consideration, 
and  I  think  anybody  who  knows  the 
Lancashire  population  must  feel  that  it 
would  be  desirable  if  their  physical  con- 
ditions could  be  improved.  An  hon. 
Member  has  sent  to  Members  of  the 
House  photographs  of  workers  in  Lanca- 
shire, and  I  think  those  photographs 
make  out  a  case  for  the  Bill  in  a  most 
unmistakable  manner.  Lately  a  lady,  the 
wife  of  the  Agent-General  of  New  Zealand, 
was  in  Manchester,  and  attended  a  public 
meeting,  and  she  remarked  to  me  upon 
the  number  of  lads  who  attended  the 
meeting.  I  told  her  that  they  were  not 
lads,  but  were  fathers  of  families  who  had 
l>cen  subjected  to  the  conditions  of  half- 
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timers.  I  would  not  like  to  say  that  getting 
up  in  the  morning  at  half-past  five,  as  chil- 
dren, hurrying  off  in  the  cold  to  the  mill, 
8tayi:ig[in  a  heated  atmosphere,  and  coming 
out  into  the  cold  air  again  are  the  only 
elements  affecting  the  health  of  the  people. 
I  believe  that  early  marriages  and  hard 
work  affect  their  stature.  As  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Stockport  has  said 
that  the  health  question  is  of  no  value,  I 
will  cite  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Torrop,  of 
Hey  wood,  who  probably  has  among  his 
clientele  many  factory  workers.  He 
says : 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  reiterating 
the  opinion  that  without  a  shad  >w  of  doubt 
factory  life  is  injurious  to  hea  th.  As  I  have 
put  it  before  so  I  will  put  it  again.  The 
promising  children  of  10  degenerate  into  the 
lean  and  sallow  young  persons,  of  13,  and  so 
the  process  continues  as  they  grow  older  until 
a  whole  population  becomes  stunted,  and  thus 
the  conditions  of  life  in  the  factory  become  a 
real  source  of  danger  to  England's  future." 

These  conditions,  however,  do  not  exist 
only  in  Lancashire.  They  exist  also  in 
Scotland,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  Eng- 
land. Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of 
Factories,  reporting  upon  work  in  the 
Dundee  jute  works,  said: 

"  I  do  not  think  the  decadence  of  child  labour 
is  to  be  deplored  as  far  as  the  jute  industry  is 
concerned.  If  a  jute  spinner  works  hard  the 
little  shifter  works  harder.  Often  have  I 
watched  the  latter  continuously  at  work  for 
long  spells,  rushing  from  one  machine  to 
another,  perspiring  copiously  in  the  stifling 
heat.  As  I  said  in  my  last  year's  report,  the 
typical  Dundee  half-timer  is  somewhat  under- 
sized and  decidedly  thin.  These  little  creatures 
are  diminutive  when  they  commence  work  at 
11  years  of  age,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  majority  of  them  labour  are  such 
that  bodily  growth  is  certainly  not  encouraged 
or  fostered  thereby." 

With  regard  to  the  educational  aspect  of 
this  question,  I  share  the  opinion  that 
there  is  need  for  much  improvement  in 
our  educational  system.  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  the  schoolmaster  is  abroad,  and 
that  he  is  specially  abroad  with  reference 
to  the  education  of  the  children.  Mr. 
Bridges,  of  Oldham,  who  has  been  quoted 
before,  said  that  of  300  boys  who  had 
taken  scholarships  in  Oldham,  only 
40  were  half-timers,  and  that  it  would 1 
be  hopelessly  cruel  to  put  them  in 
competition  with  children  who  spent 
the  whole  day  in  school.  A  good  deal 
has  been  said  about  widows  having 
to  suffer  by  sending  their  children  to 
school  and  losing  the  support  they  might 
otherwise  bring  them.    So  far  as  my  ex- 
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perienee  goes,  I  am  convinced  that  if  there 
is  one  person  who  will  not  suffer  her 
children  to  have  any  drawback  either  in 
education  or  in  general  well-being,  it  is  a 
widow  with  young  children.  In  some 
districts  of  Lancashire  the  people  had 
lately  been  enjoying  a  holiday,  and  in 
Oldham  the  bankers  had  to  make  special 
arrangements  to  pay  out  from  £40,000  to 
£50,000  or  more,  in  cash,  to  the  employees 
in  the  town  to  enable  them  to  go  to  the 
seaside  for  their  annual  week's  holiday  at 
that  season.  Nobody  objects  to  that, 
but  rather  rejoices  that  the  wages  in 
Lancashire  are  so  good  as  to  enable  the 
people  to  put  aside  and  draw  out  so 
large  a  sum.  It  is,  however,  rather  as- 
tonishing that  from  those  districts  where 
large  sums  can  be  saved  there  should 
come  complaints  that  the  happiness  of 
the  home  is  going  to  be  wrecked  be- 
cause two  or  three  shillings  per  week  are 
going  to  be  dropped  in  some  cases  by 
curtailing  the  half-time  system.  Mr. 
Mawdsley,  who  represents  as  fully  as 
anybody  the  general  opinion  of  the 
cotton  operatives  of  Lancashire,  says 
he  has  lived  in  Lancashire  and 
has  watched  the  physical  condition  of 
the  people  too  long  to  allow  any  child  of 
his  to  become  a  half-timer.  In  regard  to 
the  argument  that  a  certain  dexterity  in 
manipulating  yarns  is  acquired  by  the 
children  when  they  are  young,  I  may  re- 
mind the  House  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bolton  rejected  the  argument  with 
scorn,  and  I  believe  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bury  takes  the  same  line.  But  I  am 
going  to  cite  the  opinion  of  three  gentle- 
men who  are  more  qualified  to  express  an 
opinion  than  they  are.  These  gentlemen 
are  Mr.  Allan  Gee,  general  secretary  of 
the  weavers  and  the  textile  workers ;  Mr. 
Ben  Turner,  general  organiser  of  the 
weavers ;  and  Mr.  Drew,  president  of  the 
Bradford  textile  operatives.  Mr.  Gee 
says  there  is  nothing  in  the  argument 
that  it  is  necessary  for  children  to  go  to 
work  at  the  present  age  so  as  to  acquire 
dexterity,  Mr.  Drew  characterises  it  as  a 
fairy  tale,  and  Mr.  Turner  says  it  is  non- 
sense. Having  regard  to  the  great 
competition  and  struggle  with  other 
nations  that  lie  before  us,  I  ask  the 
House  to  take  this  small  step,  which  not 
only  will  fulfil  the  pledge  given  at  the 
Berlin  Congress,  but  will  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  nation  at  large.  It  is  said 
that  half-time  is  dying.  I  say  "  Let  it 
die,"  and  if  we  can  accelerate  the  pace  by 
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passing  this  Bill  I  think  that  is  a  con- 
summation devoutly  to  be  wished.  I 
will  conclude  by  quoting  words  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council  used  at  Berlin 
when  pledging  Great  Britain  to  raise  the 
age: 

"  We  have  confident  hopes  that  millions  of 
men,  women,  and  children  will  derive  from  it 
a  better  future  and  an  easier  life,  and  that 
generations  to  come  will  be  richer,  stronger, 
and  more  virtuous,  owing  to  the  effects  of  the 

S revisions  of  which  the  Conference  has  laid 
own  the  first  outline." 

I  believe  this  Bill  incorporates,  although 
only  to  a  small  extent,  what  the  right 

\  hon.  Gentleman  promised  on  that  occa- 
sion, and  I  hope  that  if  the  Bill  goes  to 

'  a  Division  it  will  be  carried  by  a  large 
majority. 

'  Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE  (Sussex,  Hors- 
ham) :  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  has  charge  of  this  Bill  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  good  fortune  which 
has  attended  his  efforts — he  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  his  success  at  the  ballot, 

'  he  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  skill 
and  tact  with  which  he  has  carried  the 
Bill  through  its  various  stages,  including 
the  Keport  stage  the  other  night,  and  he 
is  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  resisted 
the  temptation  to  attempt  to  revise  the 
Factory  Acts,  and  remodel  entirely  our 
educational  system.  I  think  he  has  exer- 
cised a  very  wise  discretion  in  dealing 
with  one  particular  part  of  this  important 
subject,  and  I  think  I  may  congratulate 
him,  too — and  that  was  the  object  of  my 
rising  this  afternoon — upon  the  Amend- 
ment which  was  introduced  into  the  Bill 
in  the  course  of  its  progress  through  the 
House.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  to  deplore 
the  introduction  of  that  Amendment.  It 
may  have  been  due  to  some  lack  of  moral 
courage  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
the  day — of  that  I  know  nothing  ;  but  for 
my  part  I  regard  this  Amendment  as  a 
most  useful  and  valuable  concession  to  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country. 
It  may  not  affect  a  large  number  of 
children  to  raise  the  educational  age  from 
eleven  to  twelve,  because  I  fancy  there 
are  few  school  authorities  in  the  country 
where  the  age  limit  is  as  low  as  eleven ; 
but  I  am  convinced  of  this,  that  the 
Amendment,  which  gives  power  to  the 
school  authorities  to  allow  children  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  to  become  practi- 

j  cally  half-timers,  is  one  which  will  be  of 

i  great  service  in  agricultural  districts. 
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The  difficulty  at  the  present  time  in  our 
agricultural  districts  is  the  difficulty  of 
finding  labour — it  is  an  anxiety  now ;  in 
a  very  short  time  it  will  be  a  very  serious 
difficulty  indeed — because  the  moment  a 
child  has  left  school,  the  moment  a  boy 
has  completed  what  I  may  call  his  statu- 
tory education,  he  goes  down  to  the 
station  and  becomes  a  booking  clerk,  a 
ticket  collector,  or  a  telegraph  boy,  or,  at 
all  events,  he  does  not  go  on  the  land. 
His  first  object  is  to  get  away  as  fast  as 
he  can,  and  the  result  is  that  we  have  no 
young  men  coming  on  to  take  the  place 
of  the  agricultural  labourers  who  are 
passing  away ;  no  young  men  in  the 
country  who  care  to  learn  the  trade  of  an 
agricultural  labourer — because  that  trade 
does  require  a  certain  amount  of  skill —  | 
and  the  result  is  that  farmers  are  not 
able  to  offer  such  good  wages  as  they 
could  give  to  men  who  thoroughly 
understand  their  business.  It  is  my 
belief  that  if  the  young  men  in 
the  country  were  to  turn  their  minds  a 
little  more  to  learning  the  trade  by  which 
their  fathers  lived  and  became  strong  and 
healthy  and  happy  men,  they  would  make 
themselves  able  to  earn  wages  far  beyond 
anything  that  they  can  earn  at  the 
present  time.  If  we  are  to  keep  strong, 
healthy,  and  industrious  men  on  the  land, 
we  must  be  prepared  to  offer  them  more 
advantages  than  we  give  them  at  the 
present  time,  and  I  believe  they  would 
undoubtedly  be  able  to  command  better 
wages  if  in  their  youth  they  were  taught 
the  trade  or  profession  of  agriculture  in  a 
practical  way.  For  that  reason  I  most 
heartily  support  this  Bill,  because  in  rural 
districts  the  young  children  will  have  a 
chance  during  several  months  of  the  year 
of  learning  the  trade  of  an  agricultural 
labourer,  so  that  when  they  come  to  the 
age  of  13  and  leave  school,  they  will  be 
fitted  to  take  their  places  on  the  farm, 
and  be  able  to  command  wages  which 
will  compare  favourably  with  what  they 
could  earn  in  other  occupations,  and  thus 
they  Mill  not  have  the  same  inducement 
or  the  same  temptation  to  go  away  from 
the  land  as  they  have  at  the  present  time. 
The  result  will  be  that  we  shall  keep  a 
good  class  of  men  on  the  land,  and  we  shall 
see  the  houses  in  our  villages  filled 
with  a  prosperous,  contented,  and  wage- 
earning  peasantry. 

Mr,  HARWOOD  (Lancashire,  Bolton) : 
I  propose  to  say  one  or  two  words  in 
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reply  to  the  remark  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Stockport,  that  no  response  has  been 
made  to  the  arguments  which  ho  brought 
forward  at  a  previous  stage  of  this  Bill. 
On  that  occasion  hon.  Members  in  favour 
of  the  Bill  imposed  upon  themselves  a  self- 
denying  ordinance,  because  they  wanted 
to  insure  the  passage  of  the  measure, 
and  their  silence  was  in  no  way  due 
to  any  lack  of  arguments.  As  one 
who  has  been  for  many  years  an 
employer  of  short-timers,  and  has  watched 
the  system  with  some  care,  I  feel  that  even 
I  may  have  something  to  say  worthy  of 
the  hon.  Member's  notice.  There  seems 
to  be  an  impression  in  this  House,  and 
certainly  in  the  press,  that  this  Bill  has 
been  forced  upon  Lancashire,  but  I  venture 
I  to  say  that  that  is  a  total  misapprehension. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  will  not  object  to  my  saying  that  it 
was  generated  in  Lancashire,  and  had  the 
fortunes  of  the  ballot  not  declared  other- 
wise, it  would  have  been  introduced  by  a 
Lancashire  Member.  While  we  have 
to  be  thankful  that  it  has  secured 
such  an  excellent  pilot  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Shields,  we  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  forgotten  that  the 
main  lines  of  the  ship  were  laid  down  in 
the  County  Palatine.  Much  has  been 
said  about  the  feeling  of  Lancashire 
on  the  subject.  Although  we  have  been 
brought  into  constant  contact  with  large 
numbers  of  men  who  employ  half-timers, 
neither  the  hon.  Member  for  Bury,  who 
has  taken  so  much  interest  in  the  Bill, 
nor  myself  have  ever  heard  a  word  of 
protest,  either  in  public  or  private,  against 
the  proposed  change.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  employers  recognise  that  in  the 
natural  course  of  events  it  is  inevitable, 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  accepted  in  a 
spirit  of  true  patriotism.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  has  often  trotted 
out  the  result  of  the  ballot  among  the 
weavers.  We  have  been  told  that  77,000 
voted  against  the  proposed  change.  They 
are,  however,  only  a  comparatively  small 
part  of  a  body,  which  in  its  narrowest 
limits  contains  314,000  members.  But 
that  is  not  all.  There  are  between 
500,000  and  600,000,  none  of  whom, 
beyond  the  77,000,  have  protested  against 
the  Bill.  The  spinners,  too,  are  con- 
cerned, but  they  have  made  no  protest  at 
all,  either  in  public  or  private.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Bury  and  1  have  met  repre- 
sentative gatherings  of  trade  unionist 
)  leaders,  who  have  certainly  made  somo 
representations  respecting  the  raising  of 
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the  half-time  age,  but  their  opposition, 
if  opposition  it  can  be  called,  has 
been  of  a  feeble  and  half-hearted 
character.  Many  of  these  gentlemen 
have  expressed  to  me  personally  their 
feelings  to  this  effect  :  "The  change  is 
carried,  and  we  shall  adapt  ourselves  to 
it."  But  there  is  another  gauge  that  the 
House  can  apply  to  the  feeling  with 
regard  to  the  Bill,  and  that  is  the  action 
of  the  operatives  themselves  in  decreasing 
the  number  of  half-timers.  In  1891  the 
number  was  173,000;  in  1897  it  had 
sunk  to  110,000.  Some  hon.  Members 
may,  perhaps,  ask  why,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  system  should  not  be  left 
to  die  a  natural  death.  The  answer 
is  because  there  are  always  people 
actuated  by  motives  not  shared  by 
the  majority,  and  there  always  comes 
a  time  when  public  opinion,  suffi- 
ciently developed,  should  be  backed 
by  law.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port has  said  that  no  facts  have  been 
brought  forward  showing  the  effects  of 
the  half-time  system  to  be  bad.  It  would 
not  become  me,  as  a  millowner,  to  say 
that  mills  are  not  well  ventilated  and 
otherwise  well  arranged  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view.  Nor  could  I  say  so  with 
truth.  At  the  same  time,  the  funda- 
mental conditions  of  the  problem  are  such 
that  work  in  mills  is  physically  disadvan- 
tageous to  children.  What  are  the  facts  1 
Archdeacon  Wilson,  of  Rochdale,  who 
was  formerly  head-master  of  Clifton 
School,  has  for  many  years,  as  many 
hon.  Members  know,  taken  sta- 
tistics relating  to  the  health  of 
children,  both  at  schools  and  in  the  cot- 
ton mills  ;  and  what  are  his  conclusions  ? 
While  up  to  the  age  of  1 1  working-class 
boys  and  middle-class  boys  increase  in 
height  and  weight  on  almost  parallel 
lines,  after  that  age  the  working-class 
boys  fall  off  relatively  both  in  height  and 
weight.  It  is  not  simply  the  deflection  of 
a  curve,  it  is  a  distinct  sweep ;  and  in 
the  case  of  the  working-class  boys  the 
Archdeacon  calls  it  the  half-time  curve. 
Between  the  ages  of  11  and  13  the 
increase  of  height  and  weight  in  public 
school  boys  is  double  the  augmentation  in 
working-class  boys.  In  other  words,  at 
the  most  important  age,  when  the  con- 
stitution is  changing  and  the  faculties  are 
developing  most  rapidly,  half-time 
children  are  subjected  to  a  system  which 
diminishes  their  natural  increase  by  half. 
I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House  with 
statistics,  but  the  hon.  Member  for  Stook- 
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ort  has  asked  for  them.  The  hon.  Mem- 
er  for  Stockport  is  a  clever  politician, 
and  no  doubt  he  asks  this  question  about 
the  effects  of  the  half-time  system  because 
he  knows  it  is  difficult  for  a  Lancashire 
man  to  answer.  It  is  not  easy  for  Lan- 
cashire Members  to  tell  the  House  that 
their  constituents  are  undersized.  It  is 
not  wise  for  a  Member  to  run  his  consti- 
tuents down ;  but  whatever  risk  may  be  in- 
volved I  will  speak  the  truth  and  say  openly 
that  in  the  manufacturing  districts  the 
physique  of  the  people  is  distinctly  below 
what  it  ought  to  be  and  what  it  is  in 
other  parts  of  the  country.  I  was  lately 
visited  by  an  Australian  politician,  "a 
relative  of  my  own.  I  took  him  round  my 
constituency,  and  he  said  that  what  struck 
him  most  was  the  smallness  of  the  people. 
This  gentleman  was  kind  enough  to  add 
that  he  was  also  struck  by  their  intelli- 
gent looks.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port has  asked  whether  Lancashire  people 
are  deficient  in  intelligence.  I  dare  not 
say  that  they  are.  Their  natural  superi- 
ority has  perhaps  enabled  them  up  to  the 
present  to  countervail  their  disadvantages, 
but  they  have  not  had  a  fair  chance. 
They  will  be  far  better  when  the  half- 
time  system,  with  its  injury  to  health  and 
education,  is  at  an  end.  It  is  becoming 
worse  every  year  in  its  effects  on  those 
who,  following  their  parents,  still  cling  to 
it.  Those  of  us  who  know  anything  of 
machinery  know  that  it  is  run  much 
more  quickly,  is  more  complicated,  and 
more  extensive  than  it  usea  to  be,  and 
the  strain  it  places  on  the  faculties  of 
children  is  much  greater  that  it  was  20 
years  ago.  It  has  been  said  that  sending 
children  to  the  mill  early  gives  them 
technical  training.  That  is  a  mistake. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  such  train- 
ing has  ceased  to  be  possible  for 
children  11  years  old,  because  the 
machines  are  so  rapid  and  so  large  that 
millowner8  dare  not  put  these  youngsters 
to  anything  but  sweeping  up  and  attend- 
ing generally.  But  there  is  another  thing 
which  I  should  like  to  tell  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. Personally,  I  have  ceased  to  em- 
ploy children  under  12  years  of  age,  and, 
after  observation  of  the  result,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  extra 
year  for  the  cultivation  of  the  mind  and 
the  development  of  the  body  enables 
children  to  learn  mill  work  better  and 
more  quickly.  It  was  said  in  a  previous 
Debate  that  farmers  do  not  believe  in 
education.  I  believe  that  state  of  mind 
has  much  to  do  with  the  wretctied'  conriT- 
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tion  of  English  agriculture.  What  is 
wanted  on  the  land  is  not  so  much  money 
as  brains.  A  celebrated  artist,  when  asked 
what  he  mixed  his  colours  with,  replied, 
"  Brains."  I  believe  if  English  farming 
were  mixed  with  more  brains,  it  would 
be  more  prosperous.  It  must  begin  by 
the  more  stringent  enforcement  of 
elementary  education,  and  by  the  multi- 
plication of  technical  schools  and  colleges. 
Lancashire,  at  any  rate,  has  dis- 
covered that  intellectual  training  is 
good  for  trade.  The  people  of  that 
county  have  not  continued  this  half-time 
system  because  they  are  greedy  or  hard- 
hearted, but  because  they  nave  grown  up 
with  it ;  and  the  state  of  the  Alinisterial 
benches  shows  how  Conservative  they  are, 
not  only  in  politics  but  in  other  matters. 
Foreign  competition  is  a  great  and  in- 
creasing difficulty.  If  we  are  to  hold  our 
place  in  the  world  it  must  be  primarily 
by  the  quality  of  our  work.  That  quality 
depends  on  the  development  of  the  intelli- 
gence and  the  physical  condition  of  the 
people,  and,  as  a  Lancashire  Member  and 
cotton  spinner,  I  ask  the  Houso  to  pass 
the  Bill,  because  in  the  end  it  will  be  a 
great  boon  to  the  trade  of  the  country 
and  of  great  advantage  to  the  people. 

Mr.  JAMES  KENYON  (Lancashire, 
Bury):  I  have  listened  in  the  House  to 
two  or  three  Debates  in  which  several 
experts  on  education  on  both  sides  have 
given  their  opinion,  and  I  have  listened 
to  the  speeches  of  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Council  on  Education,  and  in  almost 
every  speech  the  burden  of  complaint  has 
been  that  children  are  taken  away  from 
school  too  early.  The  unsatisfactory 
feature  of  the  work  of  English  education 
ii  that  the  children  are  taken  away  from 
school  too  soon.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
half-time  system  is  one  of  the  factors  in 
this  matter.  A  child  is  at  work  in  the 
mill  at' six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  he 
is  expected  to  go  to  school  and  learn  his 
lessons.  Under  these  conditions  a  great 
many  children  are  naturally  sleepy,  and, 
to  put  it  mildly,  are  not  in  a  fit  condition 
to  acquire  the  education  that  is  ottered 
to  them.  But  there  is  also  another  factor 
in  this  question  which  deserves  attention. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  has  pointed 
out  that  there  are  far  fewer  half-timers 
in  this  country  now  than  formerly,  and 
he  quoted  figures  to  establish  his  point. 
He  was  perfectly  right,  and  I  believe 
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that  the  parents  who  are  now  keeping 
their  children  at  school  and  away  from 
the  mill  are  beginning  to  find  out  that 
the  parents  M  ho  allow  their  children  to 
do  half-time  aro  hindering  their  children 
in  their  education  very  considerably. 
This  is  a  point  which  I  have  pressed  on 
my  constituents,  and  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant matter  in  the  consideration  of 
this  question.  It  is  unfair  to  the  teachers 
of  these  schools,  because  you  are  asking 
them  to  do  an  impossible  thing — to  keep 
all  the  children  in  a  line,  and  educate 
them  as  children  ought  to  be  educated. 
This  is  not  a  matter  that  applies  only  to 
England.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  a 
friend  in  Germany,  where  the  same 
complaint  prevails,  that  all  the  classes 
in  the  school  are  overcrowded.  What 
must  it  be  in  schools  where  the  classes 
are  not  overcrowded,  where  there  is  a 
certain  percentage  of  children  attending 
school  half  the  day  only,  and  hindering 
the  progress  of  the  whole  school  1  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Stockport 
has  had  a  great  innings  in  this  matter  as 
regards  the  number  of  speeches  he  has 
made  as  to  what  concerns  Lancashire. 
The  hon.  Member  has  again  quoted  the 
figures  of  the  ballot,  but  he  has  forgotten 
to  tell  the  House  that  out  of  a  member- 
ship of  85,000  of  the  Weavers'  Union,  62 
per  cent,  would  be  composed  of  young 
unmarried  girls.  They  are  not  the 
parents  of  the  half-timers.  I  would  like 
to  call  the  hon.  Member's  attention  to 
what  the  secretary  of  one  of  the  divisions 
of  the  Northern  Counties  Weavers' 
Union  has  said.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
parents  of  these  half-timers  were  mostly 
people  in  good  positions — joiners,  black- 
smiths, mechanics,  farmers— who  could 
well  afford  to  send  their  children  to 
school,  and  had  no  reason  to  send  them 
to  the  mill  for  the  extra  six  months.  I 
will  give  a  typical  instance  of  the  condi 
tion  of  some  of  these  parents.  One  has  a 
family  of  eight  children,  each  of  whom 
goes  to  work  as  a  half  -  timer. 
I  suppose  when  the  seventh  and  eighth 
child  would  be  going  half-time  to  the  mill 
and  half-time  to  the  school,  probably  tho 
income  coming  to  that  house  would  l>e 
£300  or  £400  a  year.  This  is  the  sort  of 
capitalist  who  sends  children  to  work 
half-time  in  the  mill  and  half-time  at 
school,  depriving  them  of  the  education 
which  they  ought  to  have  ;  and  the  Eng- 
lish taxpayer,  who  is  providing  a  vast 
amount  of  money  every  year  for  the  cost 
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of  education,  has  a  right  to  see  that  this 
education  is  carried  out  in  the  best 
possible  manner.  The  half-time  system 
is  a  bad  system  as  regards  education,  and 
the  sooner  it  is  entirely  done  away 
with  the  better.  I  can  only  congratulate 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  on  the  success 
he  has  so  far  achieved  with  the  Bill,  and 
I  hope  that  in  a  few  years  from  this  time,  at 
proper  intervals — because  we  must  not  do 
these  things  too  suddenly  orall  at  once — the 
half-time  system  will  be  abolished  entirely. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put " ;  but  Mr.  Speaker  withheld 
his  assent,  and  declined  then  to  put  that 
Question. 

Mr.  JAMES  KENYON:  One  reason 
why  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  supporting 
this  measure  is  that  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  10, 15,  or  20  years  hence  you  will  have 
to  have  a  higher  standard  of  education  in 
the  trading  classes  of  this  country.  The 
technical  schools  are  not  doing  that 
amount  of  good  they  ought  to  be  doing, 
the  reason  being  that  the  elementary 
education  of  the  children  is  deficient. 
The  whole  complaint  in  my  part  of  the 
country  from  the  technical  schools  is  that 
the  boys  come  to  learn  different  trades,  but 
their  elementary  education  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  has  not  been  pro- 
perly attended  to.  In  this  respect  the 
Bill  of  mv  hon.  and  learned  friend  will 
be  a  great  improvement.  It  is  a  modest 
Bill ;  it  only  means  that  the  children  will 
have  to  attend  school  another  six  months 
— surely  not  a  very  terrible  departure. 
I  am  confident  that  if  the  House  of 
Commons  passes  this  Bill  it  will  do  a  very 
great  benefit  indeed,  not  only  to  Lanca- 
shire but  to  the  whole  of  the  trading 
classes  of  this  country.  There  has 
been  some  talk  about  the  children 
not  being  able  to  learn  their  trade 
so  well  at  the  later  age,  and  not 
being  so  amenable  to  discipline  and 
instruction.  I  can  only  say  that  the 
experience  of  a  number  of  friends  of  mine 
is  that  the  boys  will  learn  their  trade  just 
as  well  at  1 2  as  at  1 1 .  The  older  children, 
as  a  rule,  are  much  more  likely  to  make 
less  waste  with  the  work  than  when  they 
begin  to  learn  the  different  processes  at 
the  earlier  age.  I  think  that  that  argu- 
ment is  really  worth  very  little  indeed. 
The  rest  which  the  children  will  get  in 
the  morning  will  help  them  in  their 
education,  and  the  raising  of  the  standard 
of  education  will  do  an  immense  amount  of 

Mr.  James  Kenyan. 


good  to  the  technical  schools  of  the  country 
by  sending  the  boys  to  them  better  taught 
elementarily,  while  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
through  this  House,  and  I  hope  through 
another  place,  will  be  a  very  great  benefit, 
not  only  to  Lancashire,  but  to  the  whole 
of  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side):  I  am  sure  the  speeches  we  have 
heard  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Bury  have  given 
great  encouragement  to  those  of  us  who 
see  in  the  development  of  our  educational 
system  the  real  hope  of  the  future  pros- 
perity of   our  country.     During  this 
Debate  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
the  attitude  of  the  trades  unions  on  this 
question  of  half-time.    It  is  a  fact  that 
trades  unions  immediately  interested  in 
textile  work  have,  so  far  as  official  votes 
are  concerned,  gone  against  this  Bill 
But  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  ex- 
pressed the  feeling  which  I  believe  exists 
in  the  minds  of  all  the  textile  leaders— 
viz.,  that  in  their  heart  of  hearts  they 
welcomed  this  Bill,  although  they  knew 
that  through  the  half-time  system,  through 
lack  of  education,  through  this  hereditary 
system  growing  up  from  father  to  son,  it 
was  very  difficult  indeed  for  them  to  put 
before  their  members  in  such  a  way  as  to 
convince  them  a  question  which  affected 
the  weekly  revenue  of  their  families.  The 
best  evidence  you  have  that  there  was 
no  heart  in  this  opposition  was  found  in 
the  small  number  of  men  who  came  into 
the  lobby  during  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  later  stages  of  this  Bill.  Nobody 
knows  better  how  to  "  lobby  "  than  the 
trades  union  leaders  of  Lancashire,  and 
the  mere  fact  that  very  few  came  here  is 
in  itself  very  good  evidence,  of  what 
their  real   opinion  was.     The  trades 
unionists  are  constantly  being  told  by  em- 
i  ployers  that  we  are  driving  away  trade 
j  from  this  country,  and  we  in  our  way  have 
'  tried  to  persuade  and  convince  the  work- 
i  men  of  the  country  that  if  they  are  to 
|  hold  their  own  in  the  markets  of  the 
|  world  they  must  give  of  their  very  best — 
|  that  this  is  no  mere  capitalist  plea,  but 
,  that  it  is   the  bedrock  of  the  industrial 
situation — that  you  must  have  an  educated 
I  class  of  workmen,  that  you  must  have 
)  men  who  are  not  merely  physically  strong, 
i  but  that  thev  must  be  mentally  vigorous 
!  as  well.    What  do  we  see  ?     Here  is  a 
Bill  which  is  as  modest  as  any  Bill  of  the 
kind  could  well  be.     It  has  to  depend 
upon  the  fortune  of  the  ballot ;  when  the 
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Second  Reading  was  moved  it  was  carried 
by  an  enormous  majority,  a  decision  which 
was  come  to  without  any  guidance  from 
the  Leader  of  the  House  or  from  the 
Government  as  such  ;  it  goes  through  its 
later  stages,  and  we  do  not  receive  the 
slightest  help  from  the  Ministry — — 

Several  Hon.  Members  :  The 
Vice-President  ! 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  I  was  about  to  say 
so,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  finish  the  sen- 
tence. We  have  had  no  support  from  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  and  the  only  leading 
— and  that  has  not  been  a  very  extended 
one — was  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Council.  What 
I  feel,  and  what  the  country  feels,  is  that 
this,  the  most  important  Bill  of  the 
session  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  has  not  re- 
ceived, with  that  one  exception,  anything 
like  the  support  that  it  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Government.  I  do  not  wish 
to  continue  this  Debate  at  any  length.  I 
can  only  join  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham in  his  fears  about  the  agricultural 
Amendment  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  to  accept  really  as  the  price 
of  his  Bill.  I  do  think  that  is  an 
object  lesson — that  in  the  closing  year  of 
this  century  it  should  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  get  a  modest  Bill  of  this  sort 
through  this  House,  for  the  promoter  of  it 
to  make  a  compromise  which  at  any 
rate  the  agricultural  Members  regarded 
as  of  such  importance  from  their  point  of 
view  that  they  withdrew  their  opposition. 
As  their  point  of  view  is  clearly  not  the  point 
of  view  of  the  Bill  itself,  I  cannot  help 
feeling  that  there  is  some  danger  in  it, 
and  that  danger  is  increased  because  there 
has  been  no  response  to  the  appeal  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  on  the  part 
of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council.  He 
speaks  with  authority  as  an  educational 
expert,  and  he  has  told  the  House 
that  if  the  Education  Department 
takes  certain  steps  this  Amend- 
ment may  become  not  so  dangerous, 
and  he  rightly  asks  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Council  to  give  the  House  some 
sort  of  assurance  in  that  direction.  The 
Vice-President  has  not  done  so. 
Personally,  I  am  quite  confident  that 
so  far  as  his  influence  is  concerned 
he  will  do  all  that  he  possibly  can  in  this 
direction,  but  we  know  that  his  influence 
is  not  always  predominant,  and  that  his 
policy  does  not  always  stamp  the 
Education  Department.    I  listened  with 


positive  pain  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Helens,  who  told  us, 
using  that  semi-pious  language  which 
generally  accompanies  the  worst  form  of 
reaction,  that  Providence  had  destined  the 
great  mass  of  working  people  to  go  and 
work  for  their  daily  bread,  and  that  there- 
fore we  ought  to  facilitate  the  time  when 
the  children  could  earn  something  for  their 
parents.  But  has  education  no  other 
value  than  that  of  wages  1  It  is  this  low 
conception  of  education,  this  mistaken 
notion  of  education,  which  is  playing 
such  mischief  in  our  midst.  When  the 
nation  realises  that  education  is  a  national 
asset,  when  it  understands  that  in  our 
schools  and  by  our  school  teachers  we  have 
the  real  making  of  the  England  of  the  future, 
it  will  not  grudge,  as  it  now  does,  almost 
every  penny  that  is  spent  upon  education, 
it  will  not  grudge  the  child  another  year 
out  of  the  factory  ;  but  it  will  realise  that 
in  the  making  of  brain,  and  in  the  giving 
of  opportunity  for  muscles  to  be  developed 
by  play  at  the  age  when  nature  intended 
they  should  be,  you  are  bringing  up  an 
intellectually  and  physically  strong  man- 
hood, which  in  the  severe  years  which 
face  England  will  enable  us  to  hold  our 
own.  But  to  have  elaborate  apologies  for 
ignorance  from  one  or  two  Members 
opposite  is  really  deplorable.  The  almost 
absurd  argument  that  this  Bill  would  pre- 
vent young  children  from  learning  their 
trade  has  been  entirely  disposed  ofby  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bolton.  I  believe  as 
firmly  as  any  man  in  this  House  can  in  the 
proper  apprenticeship  of  children,  but  if 
that  apprenticeship  is  to  be  worth  any- 
thing at  all  there  must  be  years  of  careful 
preparation,  and  I  stand  up  and  repudiate 
with  all  the  strength  of  which  I  am 
capable  the  unwarranted  attack  upon  the 
National  Union  of  Teachers  with  respect 
to  this  agitation  and  with  respect  to 
this  Bill.  The  trades  unionists  have 
long  realised  that  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers,  and  the  teachers  generally,  are 
the  best  friends  of  the  nation,  and  so  far 
from  being  worthy  of  condemnation,  I, 
for  my  part,  couple  them  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bury,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bolton,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  has  charge  of  this  Bill,  and  say  that 
the  country  owes  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude 
to  them  for  this  small  modicum  of  reform. 
In  conclusion,  I  cannot  help  asking  why 
Lancashire  should  be  made  an  exception. 
How  is  it  that  it  is  only  the  Lancashire 
parent  in  the  main  who  needs  his  child  to 
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go  half-time  to  the  mill  1  Does  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  mean  to  say  that 
Lancashire  is  an  exceptionally  poor  part 
of  the  country  ?  Does  he  mean  to  say 
that  the  wages  of  the  Lancashire  opera- 
tive are  not  sufficiently  large  to  enable 
him  to  send  his  child  to  school,  as  the 
artisan  of  Sheffield,  or  Hull,  or  other 
cities  and  towns  of  the  Kingdom  does  1 
If  he  does  maintain  that,  surely  the 
remedy  is  not  to  dwarf  the  mind  and  body 
of  the  children,  but  that  the  trades 
unionists  of  whom  he  was  speaking 
should  turn  their  energies  to  better  pur- 
pose, and  see  that  their  men  got  better 
wages,  as  their  comrades  in  other  parts  of 
the  country  have  done  with  great  success. 
Although  we  have  to  watch  the  agricul- 
tural Amendment,  and  we  cannot  speak 
confidently  of  that,  yet,  nevertheless,  with 
that  unfortunate  exception,  I  would  ex- 
press my  thanks  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  the  persistency  and  skill  with 
which  this  Bill  has  been  brought  to  its 
present  stage.  We  shall  always  look 
back  to  the  proceedings  in  connection 
with  this  Bill  as  in  the  main  showing  the 
House  in  its  best  light,  as  proving  to  us 
that  employers  of  labour  can  get  out  of 
their  narrow  surroundings,  that  they  can 
get  out  of  the  class  circle  in  which  they 
move,  and  kok  above  and  beyond  mere 
profits,  and  that  they  can  speak  a  word 
for  those  mute  thousands  who  can  have 
no  champion  in  this  House,  who  are  silent 
in  all  such  assemblies,  and  who  are  power- 
less and  absolutely  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  their  parents.  There  are  times 
when  it  is  necessary  for  the  State  to  even 
stand  between  the  parent  and  the  child, 
and  if  ever  there  was  one  the  present  is 
such  an  occasion. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  or  the 
COUNCIL  for  EDUCATION  (Sir  J. 
Gorst,  Cambridge  University):  It 
always  seemed  to  me  during  the  Debates 
on  this  Bill  that  its  passage  would  be 
best  promote  d  by  abstaining  irom  making 
speeches.  But  after  what  has  been  said 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  I  think 
I  must  trouble  the  House.  When  what 
is  called  the  agricultural  Amendment  was 
moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Shields  I  did  give  an  assurance  to 
the  House,  on  behalf  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department,  which  I  represent, 
which  I  did  not  think  it  would  be 
necessary  for  me  to  repeat  on  this  occa- 
sion. I  said  then  that  that  Amendment 
had  been  most  carefully  considered  by  my 
Mr.  Maddison. 


noble  friend  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council  and  his  advisers,  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Education  Department  that 
that  Amendment  would  work,  and  that 
under  it  it  would  be  quite  possible  to 
ensure  what  the  House  desired — that  the 
attendance  of  children  employed  in  agri- 
culture during  the  winter  should  be  a 
real  attendance,  and  their  exemption 
from  school  attendance  in  the  summer 
should  really  be  made  up  by  sufficient  and 
proper  attendance  during  the  winter.  I 
can  only  repeat  that  assurance  now  in  the 
same  words  in  whioh  I  gave  it  at  the 
Committee  stage  of  the  Bill.  As  I  am  on 
my  legs  may  I  be  allowed  to  congratulate 
most  heartily  the-hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  South  Shields  on  his  success  in  carry- 
ing this  extremely  important  Bill  to  its 
present  stage.  I  hope  he  may  have  a 
long  and  successful  Parliamentary  career 
before  him,  but  I  am  sure  he  will  never, 
whatever  may  be  his  achievements  in  time 
to  come,  regret  his  name  being  associated 
with  this  measure,  which  I  believe  will  be 
most  important  to  the  future  of  the  com- 
i  munity. 

'  Sir  W.  HARCOURT  (Monmouthshire, 
I  W.) :  I  am  sure  the  House  has  heard  with 
!  great  satisfaction  the  assurance  of  the 
1  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  answer  to  the 
!  appeal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Notting- 
ham. I  am  sure  the  House  will  never 
regret  the  afternoon  of  a  day  which  it 
spent  in  giving  what  I  hope  will  be  a 
unanimous  vote  in  support  of  the  Bill  we 
are  now  considering.  I  wish  individually 
to  associate  myself  with  the  congratula- 
tions the  hon.  Member  for  South  Shields 
has  already  received  for  the  zeal  he  has 
shown  in  introducing  this  Bill,  and  the 
judgment  he  has  evinced  in  the  conduct 
of  the  Bill.  I  am  sure  he  desired  as  little 
as  any  of  us  to  introduce,  unnecessarily, 
controversial  considerations  in  regard  to 
this  Bill,  or  any  party  feeling.  This  Bill 
has  been  the  doing  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  We  have  had  what  may  well 
be  called  a  soldiers'  battle  about  this  Bill, 
and  it  is  all  the  better  for  it.  Anyone 
who  recollects  the  history  of  factory  legis- 
lation, and  to  a  great  degree  educational 
legislation,  knows  that  that  legislation 
has  been  the  doing  of  private  Members, 
and  that  private  Members  have  advan- 
tages that  Governments  sometimes  do  not 
possess,  because  their  promotion  of 
measures  of  this  kind  arouses  less  party 
feeling  and  leas  controversy.  I  have  lis- 
tened this  afternoon  with  the  greatest 
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satisfaction  to  what  I  must  consider  to  be 
the  voice  of  Lancashire,  as  expressed  in 
the  eloquent  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Wigan,  and  in  the  able  and  courageous 
speeches  of  the  hon.  Members  for  Bolton 
and  Bury,  and  I  venture  to  say  that, 
according  to  my  belief,  they  express  the 
enlightened  opinion  of  that  great  county. 
I  have  often  spoken  in  this  House  and 
expressed  my  opinion  as  to  the  absolute 
inadequacy  ana  inefficiency  of  the  exist- 
ing system  of  education  in  this  country, 
especially  its  elementary  education.  In 
no  part  of  the  country  is  it  more  deficient 
— and  I  speak  of  that  as  having  more  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  it — than  in  the  agricul- 
tural districts.  In  my  opinion,  education  in 
agricultural  districts  at  this  time  is  a  dis- 
grace to  this  country,  when  you*  compare 
it  with  the  education  of  countries  which 
have  less  resources,  and  which  might  be 
expected  to  extract  from  their  children 
what  you  would  really  almost  call  their 
life  blood  by  putting  them  to  work  at  an 
age  too  early,  and  removing  them  from 
the  inestimable  advantages  of  education. 
I  must  say  I  think  it  is  a  disgrace  to  this 
great  and  wealthy  country  that  our  ele- 
mentary education  should  be  what  it  is  at 
present.  In  that  respect,  I  have  always 
desired  to  support  to  the  utmost  of  my 
ability  views  which,  I  know,  are  enter- 
tained by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council,  and  I  am 
confident  that  he  will  act  upon  those  views. 
I  hope  this  Bill  is  only  the  commencement 
of  that  which  will  be  followed  up,  and 
must  necessarily  be  followed  up,  by 
measures  of  the  same  description  when 
the  country  has  learnt  that,  so  far  from 
being  a  disadvantage,  they  are  a  great 
advantage  to  every  class  of  the  com- 
munity. Therefore,  Sir,  I  hope  we  shall 
by  a  unanimous  vote  pass  the  Bill  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  which  will  add 
at  once,  I  believe,  not  only  to  the  health, 
but  to  the  wealth  of  this  nation. 

*Colonel  MELLOR  (Lancashire,  Rad- 
cliffe):  I  do  not  rise  in  any  spirit  of 
hostility  to  this  Bill,  but  only  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council  if  along 
with  this  Bill  he  will  grant  a  certificate, 
so  that  after  the  Bill  is  passed— I  hope  by 
a  unanimous  vote — there  may  be  a  certifi- 
cate granted  which  would  enable  local 
■authorities  to  grant  exemptions  in  the 
ease  of  poor  parents,  those  who,  owing  to 
distressed  circumstances,  cannot  well 
afford  to  give  up  the  earnings  of  half- 


timers  after  eleven  years  of  age.  I  am 
assured  by  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
who  introduced  the  Bill  that  the  law 
already  provides  for  that  exemption. 
Although  I  have  been  advised  differently, 
I  accept  his  assurance  this  afternoon ;  I 
only  ask,  seeing  we  have  certificates  for 
all  manner  of  exemptions,  that  a  certificate 
may  be  granted  to  the  local  authorities, 
so  that  those  who  are  employed  in  Lan- 
cashire may  know  that  they  have  an 
opportunity  in  the  case  of  distressed  cir- 
cumstances of  employing  their  children 
when  eleven  years  of  age.  We  are  asked 
why  Lancashire  demands  these  exemp- 
tions ;  is  Lancashire  such  an  exceptionally 
poor  county  1  The  reason  is  simply  and 
solely  that  the  textile  trade  of  Lancashire 
affords  to  operatives  in  cotton  mills  an 
employment  for  children  which  is  not 
afforded  by  any  other  trade  in  the  country. 
We  have  been  asked  why  does  Leeds  em- 
ploy its  half-timers  when  Huddersfield  and 
Halifax  have  largely  dispensed  with  them  t 
Simply  because  in  Leeds,  as  in  Lancashire, 
they  can  find  methods  of  employment  suit- 
able for  children,  which  will  do  the  children 
no  harm,  which  involve  comparatively  little 
fatigue,  and  at  the  same  time  carry  on 
education  to  a  period  largely  beyond  the 
period  of  education  over  the  country 
generally.  In  speaking  at  Leeds  only  the 
other  day,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  alluded  to 
the  fact  that  there  are  1 J  millions  of  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  eleven  and 
fourteen  in  this  country,  and  of  those 
half  a  million  are  not  on  the  register,  and 
of  those  who  are  on  the  register  only 
|  about  20  per  cent,  pass  the  fourth 
I  standard.  The  half-timers  of  Lancashire 
do  not  come  into  this  category.  The 
i  parents  are  compelled  to  send  their  chil- 
I  dren  to  school  up  to  the  age  of  thirteen 
years.  Of  all  school  children  they  are 
most  regular  in  their  attendance,  because 
if  they  miss  a  half-day  they  are  com- 
pelled by  the  law  to  go  the  whole  of  the 
next  day.  Nor  are  they  behind  in  regard 
to  the  standards.  We  find  that  the  half- 
timers  of  Lancashire  do  not  leave  school 
after  the  fourth  standard,  and  that  about 
five-sixths  pass  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh 
standards.  So  that  we  have  no  right  to 
say  that  the  half-time  system  is  so  injurious 
to  education  as  has  been  represented.  We 
have  been  told,  too,  that  the  backward- 
ness of  children  in  regard  to  technical 
education  is  the  result  of  the  half-time 
system.     This  is   entirely  inaccurate. 
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Half-time  children  go  to  school  till  they 
are  13,  fully  a  year  longer  than  the  general 
average  of  the  children  throughout  the 
country.  But  that  is  not  sufficient.  Un- 
less you  can  keep  them  in  touch  with 
education — and  this  is  what  I  have  urged 
all  my  life  long — through  night  schools, 
until  they  are  15,  16,  or  17  years  of  age, 
you  will  still  have  that  fatal  gap  between 
the  elementary  day  school  and  the  tech- 
nical school.  Just  one  other  point.  We 
have  heard  about  the  poor  Lancashire 
parents.  I  was  asked  by  one  of  my  own 
weavers : 

"  Have  those  gentlemen  in  London  who 
passed  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill  ever 
considered  what  would  happen  in  the  case  of 
poor  parents  ?  I  have  been  one  myself,  and  I 
can  speak  from  knowledge  and  experience.  _  I 
am  speaking  of  those  who  have  five  or  six  j 
children,  ana  perhaps  onlv  get  £1  a  week  as  I 
weavers.  Unless  their  children  who  are  11 
years  of  age  may  go  to  work  in  the  mills,  it 
will  mean  that  the  mothers  will  go  back  to  the 
mills  to  work,  and  of  those  two  evils  the  latter 
will  be  much  the  greater." 

I  think  that  man  was  quite  right.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  consider 
ray  point,  and  grant  a  certificate  by  which 
half-timers  may,  in  the  case  of  extreme 
poverty,  be  allowed  to  work  in  the  mills 
at  eleven  years  of  age,  as  at  present. 

Question,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand 
part  of  the  Question,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SERVICE  FRANCHISE  BILL 
(As  amended,  considered.) 

*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  With  regard  to  the 
registration  of  voters,  this  Bill  is  left  in  a 
somewhat  curious  position  by  the  Amend- 
ment which  was  accepted  the  other  day. 
I  see  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
attempt  to  reverse  the  decision  which  the 
Committee  came  to  upon  that  occasion, 
and  I  shall — knowing  that  he  is  master  of 
the  battalions,  although  no  doubt  a  stout 
resistance  will  be  offered  to  that  proposal— 
I  shall  not  speak  at  length  as  I  should 
otherwise  have  done,  and  I  will  confine 
myself  to  matters  arising  under  the  Bill 
as  it  originally  stood.  The  hon.  Baronet 
has  placed  in  his  Bill  a  provision  as  to 
which  a  good  deal  of  attention  has  been 
called  by  Irish  Members  on  former  occa- 
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sions  in  connection  with  registration  in 
Ireland.  The  words  of  that  provision,  I 
think,  have  been  taken  from  a  clause 
in  the  Representation  of  the  People 
Act  of  1884,  which  established  the  ser- 
vice franchise.  If  this  new  clause  of 
mine  is  not  accepted,  we  shall  have  to 
scrutinise  very  carefully  the  provisions  a 
little  lower  dowii.  But,  apart  from  these 
words,  the  present  system  is  one  which  is 
established  under  the  Representation  of 
the  People  Act,  1884.  That  is  sub- 
stantially still  in  force,  although  it  has 
been  somewhat  modified.  That  system 
rests  on  a  declaration  which  was  put 
in  in  the  year  1884  on  the  motion  of 
the  late  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope,  on  behalf 
of  the  Gentlemen  who  now  sit  on 
the  front  bench  and  constitute  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Conservative  Party.  It 
is  the  impression  of  some  persons  that  the 
whole  proceeding  takes  place  under  these 
words  of  Mr.  Stanhope's  ;  but  that  is  not 
the  case,  for  there  is  not  only  a  form  intro- 
duced by  which  an  inquiry  is  made  as  to 
service,  and  a  form  is  given,  which  is  filled 
up,  and  then  those  persons  are  placed 
upon  the  list  ;  but  the  overseers  are  also 
able  to  place  persons  on  the  service  fran- 
chise entirely  apart  from  the  use  of  that 
form,  and  the  revising  barristers  are  able 
to  transfer  people  from  the  ordinary  list 
to  tl  e  service  franchise  list,  and  vice  vend. 
A  most  extraordinary  want  of  uniformity 
prevails  throughout  the  country  with 
regard  to  the  extent  to  which  these  privi- 
leges are  available.  I  will  mention  one  ex- 
treme case,  which  is  a  striking  one.  In  two 
divisions  of  Northumberland  there  are  a 
large  number  of  service  voters,  such  as 
shepherds  and  persons  of  that  class.  In 
one  of  these  divisions  there  are  over 
1,300  service  voters  on  the  register, 
while  in  the  adjoining  division  there  are 
but  eight  service  voters  on  the  register 
at  all.  That  shows  that  in  some  cases 
the  overseers  place  them  on  the  list  as 
they  should  do,  whilst  in  other  places 
they  put  them  on  as  ordinary  tenants. 
This  practice  is  not  very  carefully  scru- 
tinised in  court,  because  it  does  not  affect 
the  Parliamentary  vote.  Supposing  that 
the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  North  Monmouth,  which  was 
carried  the  other  day,  should  not  be 
reversed,  the  case  is  stronger  than  if  the 
Bill  stands  as  it  formerly  stood,  because 
that  Amendment  would  affect  persons  who 
would  be  indistinguishable  from  the  lodger 
class,  except  for  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
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pay  £10  a  year,  and  the  case  for  making 
them  go  through  the  same  form  as  lodgers 
would  be  made  all  the  stronger.  But 
even  under  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  without 
the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend,  we 
must  remember  how  the  service  franchise 
is  affected  by  the  Bill  itself.    This  Bill 
will  introduce  to  the  service  franchise 
voters  who  are  under  the  strictest  dis- 
cipline, such  as  persons  who  live  in 
cubicles,  and  who  are  subject  to  the 
orders  of  some  person  who  has  the  power 
of  moving  them  about.    Where  you  have 
militiamen  living  in  a  single  room  in 
cubicles  it  will  be  absolutely  within  the 
power  of  the  sergeant  or  the  staff-sergeant 
who  has  control  of  these  men  to  break 
their  occupation.     By  shifting  a  man — 
which  he  has  the  power  to  do  by  military 
discipline — from  one  cubicle  to  another, 
he  prevents  that  man  qualifying  for  a 
vote  by  occupation ;  whereas  with  another 
militiaman  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  leave 
him  undisturbed,  and  that  man  will  come 
on  the  register.    This  is  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  very  carefully  scrutinised, 
because  there  are  cases  where  this  power 
may  possibly  be  abused.    There  have 
been  cases  under  the  present  law  where 
this  has  happened,  and  it  will  be  abused 
in  the  future.    The  Amendment  which  I 
have  placed  upon  the  paper  is  the  only 
means  which  occur  to  me  for  meeting 
this  difficulty,  for  it  applies  the  fourth 
section  of  the  Act  of  18G7  to  this  case. 
It  makes  the  people  claim  as  if  they  were 
lodgers,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1878,  by  which  the 
old  lodgers  obtained  a  prima  facie  right. 
They  do  not  have  to  attend  unless  they 
are  objected  to,  and  receive  notice  of 
such  objection.     I    need    hardly  say 
that  if  a  better  way  were  suggested 
to  the  House  I  should  very  gladly  with- 
draw this  particular  form  of  words  ;  but  I 
have  taken  the  only  words  which  occur  to 
me,  and  I  beg  to  move  the  new  clause 
which  stands  in  my  name. 

New  clause — 

"All  enactments  and  all  orders  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  Registration  Acts  which  relate 
to  the  registration  of  persons  entitled  to  vote 
in  respect  of  a  lodger  qualification  shall  relate 
with  the  necessary  variations  and  alterations 
of  precepts,  notices,  lists,  and  other  forms  to 
persons  qualified  to  vote  under  the  service 
franchise."— (Sir  C.  DUke.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Sir  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Cam- 
berwell,  Dulwich) :  I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
oppose  the  introduction  of  this  clause,  but 
I  consider  that  it  would  be  greatly  against 
the  interests  of  the  voter  that  he  should 
have  to  go  and  make  a  claim  for  his  vote. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  who  desires  that  every 
man  should  have  a  vote,  ought  to  try  in 
every  possible  way  to  make  it  easy  for  a 
man  to  obtain  a  vote.  I  think  if  the  ser- 
vice franchise  voter  has  to  go  and  ask  for 
time  off  in  order  to  substantiate  his 
claim,  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  detri- 
ment of  that  man  obtaining  a  vote.  As 
regards  the  words  which  were  left  out  the 
other  day,  I  am  one  of  those  who  would 
be  rather  incline  I  to  thank  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman on  the  other  side  for  moving  to 
leave  out  those  words,  because  his  action 
will  strengthen  my  side  from  a  party 

g)int  of  view.  But  the  object  of  this 
ill  has  not  been  at  all  to  do  that ;  it 
is  simply  to  undo  a  decision  of  the  Courts- 
and  correct  the  injustice  that  was  done 
by  the  decision  of  the  Lords  of  Appeal 
against  the  decision  of  Lord  Justice  Rigby, 
when  he  said  that  a  dwelling-room  must 
have  walls  right  up  to  the  ceiling.  It  is 
only  for  that  purpose  that  this  Bill  has. 
been  brought  forward.  If  the  words  I 
have  alluded  to  are  left  out,  then  all  our 
butlers  and  footmen  and  employees  in 
hotels  and  in  different  businesses,  where 
the  owner  lives  upon  the  premises  and 
can  exercise  an  influence  upon  them, 
would  be  put  on  the  register.  I  should 
not  object  to  that,  although  it  is  a  much 
further  extension  of  the  franchise  than 
was  contemplated  in  the  Representation 
of  the  People  Act  of  1884.  I  know  it 
mil  be  a  great  gain  to  a  certain  Party  if 
those  words  are  left  out,  but  I  have  treated 
this  Bill  as  I  believe  it  was  right  and 
proper  I  should  treat  it,  and  I  have  simply 
tried  to  get  back  the  original  intention  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  do  hope  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  will  not  press  this  particular 
Instruction,  because  it  will  be  necessary 
for  us  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  am 
sorry  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
has  decided  to  oppose  this  Amendment, 
and  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  has  done 
a  great  public  service  in  moving  the 
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introduction  of  this  new  clause.  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
has  no  party  intention  or  political  end  in 
view  in  bringing  in  this  Bill,  but  I  must 
look  at  it  in  the  light  in  which  it  will 
affect  Ireland.  I  take  the  case  of  the 
City  of  Deny.  This  Bill,  if  it  is  passed 
in  its  present  form,  will  lose  to  the 
Nationalists  the  representation  of  the 
City  of  Deny  and  also  North  Tyrone, 
and  probably  another  seat  which  I  do  not 
care  to  particularise.  I  think  that  the 
decision  of  the  courts,  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  by  his  Bill  is  seeking  to  get  rid 
of,  was  one  of  the  most  just  decisions 
which  was  ever  arrived  at  in  a  registra- 
tion case.  Suppose  an  employer  in  a  large 
way  of  business  has  ten  assistants,  and 
they  are  living  in  a  dormitory.  At 
present  they  have  not  the  franchise  unless 
they  each  occupy  a  separate  room.  But 
what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
desires  is  this — that  if  they  are  put  into 
cubicles  they  shall  each  have  a  vote.  At 
the  present  time  they  must  have  a  divid- 
ing line  or  partition,  and  they  must  have 
a  roof  or  a  ceiling  over  it.  Now,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  great  deal  to  require  that  a 
person  should  occupy  one  room,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  ceiling  over  it.  Take 
the  case  of  a  policeman  who  lives  with 
other  policemen  at  the  station,  and  there 
is  a  plank  between  their  beds.  Under 
this  Bill  the  inspector  could  claim  a  vote 
for  every  one  of  these  policemen  living  in 
cubicles.  What  the  Court  said  was  that  they 
must  draw  the  line  somewhere,  and  they 
decided  that  a  "  house  "  is  not  a  bunk  in 
which  a  policeman  sleeps.  I  think  that 
was  a  sound  decision.  Now,  what  does 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
:  Forest  of  Dean  seek  to  do  by  his  Amend- 
ment ?  If  this  Bill  is  passed  in  its  present 
shape,  all  that  you  will  have  to  do  in 
order  to  get  votes  for  your  shop  assistants 
is  to  place  them  in  a  dormitory,  and  put 
between  each  of  them  a  curtain,  and  then 
you  can  call  it  a  cubicle  or  a  room,  and 
claim  a  vote  for  the  person  who  occupies 
it.  I  really  do  not  see  why  a  chalk  line 
drawn  between  the  parties  would  not  be 
sufficient.  Why  not  let  us  have  manhood 
suffrage  at  once  ?  Unless  this  Amend- 
ment is  carried,  let  me  tell  the  House 
what  will  happen.  I  take  a  man  in  the 
City  of  Deny  who  employs  ten  or  twelve 
assistants,  and  suppose  five  of  them  are 
Catholics  and  five  Protestants.  That 
man  can  shift  the  Catholics  about  from 
bunk  to  bunk  during  the  qualifying  period 

Mr.  Healy. 


in  such  a  way  that  the  Papists  will  lose 
their  votes  while  the  solid  Protestants  will 
have  practically  fixity  of  tenure  in  their 
bunks,  and  it  is  perfectly  idle  to  contend 
that  this  kind  of  shifting  will  not  go  on 
unless  this  Amendment  is  carried.  The 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  proposes  that  when  you  are  giv- 
ing the  franchise  under  these  exceptional 
conditions  the  person  who  is  getting 
it  shall  make  a  claim  and  substantiate  and 
prove  that  he  has  been  in  occupation  for 
twelve  months,  and  then  the  employer 
cannot  shift  out  of  it.    I  take  also  the 
1  case  of  the  pensioners  and  places  where 
I  soldiers  live  in  barracks.    Why,  Sir,  it 
would  be  possible  for  a  partisan  official  to 
I  shift  all  the  soldiers  and  all  pensioners 
•  from  one  room  to  another  according  to 
I  their  political  opinions.    It  is  well  known 
I  in  Ireland  that  politics  and  religion  go 
;  hand  in  hand;  at  all  events,  you  can 
always  tell  a  man's  politics  by  his  religion; 
and  unless  some  safeguard,  such  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet   has  suggested,  is 
adopted  you  will  really  be  leaving  the  door 
open  to  the  most  tremendous  abuses.  I 
feel  sure  that  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
only  intended  to  enlarge  the  franchise, 
and  there  may  be  cases  where  the  present 
law   acts   somewhat   harshly.     in  my 
opinion,  however,  the  present  law  as  it 
has  been  administered  in  England  and 
Ireland  since  the  recent  decision  is  on  a 
sound  and  satisfactory  basis,  and  ought 
not  to  be  disturbed  unless  you  are  going 
to  give  the  franchise  generally  and  impar- 
tially to  every  citizen.    This  is  not  a 
measure  really  to  give  a  vote  to  those 
who  live  in  cubicles,  but  to  give  it  to 
their  employer,  for  it  leaves  the  employer 
to  determine  which  of  his  men  shall  have 
the  vote,  and  it  is  not  a  wrong  thing  to 
ask  that,  at  all  events,  the  same  pre- 
caution which  you  take  in  regard  to 
lodgers  who  have  the  shifting  franchise 
should  be  established  in  this  case.  Why 
do  you  require  these  precautions  for  the 
lodger  ?    The  lodger  remains  in  the  same 
i  lodgings  very  often  for  years,  and  why  is 
I  he  to  be  put  upon  a  lower  basis  than  a 
:  man  who  occupies  a  cubicle,  not  by 
i  virtue  of  paying  rent,  but  simply  by 
I  virtue  of  the  provision  made  for  him  by 
I  bis  employer  t    The  lodger  pays  money 
I  out  of  his  own  pocket  for  his  occupation, 
and  he  has  to  come  off  year  after  year ; 
and  so  great  is  the  abuse  of  the  lodger 
franchise  in  Ireland  that  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  opposite  holds  his  seat  by 
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virtue  of  bogus  lodger  votes ;  and  yet  the 
precautions  which  you  insist  upon  in  the 
case  of  a  lodger  are  deemed  to  be  entirely 
unnecessary  in  the  case  of  the  service  fran- 
chise, where  an  employer  can  shift  men  j 
about  like  nine  pins.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  will  go  to  a  Division  on  this 
Amendment,  and  I  trust  the  general 
consequences  of  this  Bill  will  be  realised 
by  the  House,  for  I  am  afraid  that  this 
measure  has  not  received  the  attention 
which  it  deserves.  The  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site is  master  of  the  situation,  and  I  can 
only  say  that  if  this  Bill  passes  without  this 
Amendment  I  shall  certainly  move  that 
it  shall  not  apply  to  Ireland.  I  would 
respectfully  ask  him  not  to  plunge  us 
into  a  general  discussion  affecting  the 
franchise  and  its  application  to  Ireland, 
because  I  assure  him  that  that  would  not 
lead  to  the  progress  of  his  Bill. 

Mr.  ROBERT  WALLACE  (Perth) :  I 
would  point  out  that  under  the  present  law 
it  is  already  in  the  power  of  the  employer 
at  the  present  time,  by  shifting  a  person 
from  the  room  he  occupies,  to  disfranchise 
him.  Therefore  it  is  not  for  that  reason 
at  all  that  I  support  the  Amendment  of 
my  right  hon.  friend.  I  confess  that  I 
do  not  share  the  fears  which  have  been 
expressed  by  so  many  hon.  Members  in 
regard  to  enfranchising  those  who  occupy 
what  have  been  called  bunks  or  cubicles. 
It  is  perfectly  true,  as  has  been  pointed 
out  already,  that  for  years  these  persons 
have  had  the  franchise,  until  they  were 
restrained  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  some  18 
months  ago.  The  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
does  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  at  the  present 
time  lodgers  have  not  to  attend  the  re- 
vision courts  in  order  to  make  their  claims, 
for  the  law  was  altered  in  this  respect 
some  years  ago.  They  have  now  simply 
to  make  a  claim  accompanied  by  a  declara- 
tion, and  the  reason  why  I  support  the 
clause  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  is  that  I 
think  it  is  most  desirable,  when  you  are 
introducing  these  new  service  voters  upon 
your  register,  that  you  should  make  sure 
that  they  are  really  qualified,  and  you 
should  insist  upon  it  that  they  should 
make  a  declaration  which,  if  false,  would 
render  them  liable  to  punishment.  That, 
I  think,  would  be  the  effect  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Amendment  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  lorest  of 
Dean.  I  think  all  of  us  are  anxious  that 
the  register  should  exactly  represent  the 
bona  fide  electors  of  the  district,  and  that 


only  those  who  are  fully  qualified  should 
be  upon  the  list,  no  matter  which  side 
they  belong  to.  Therefore  I  think  it  is 
necessary  that  some  such  declaration 
j  should  be  made  before  these  persons  are 
placed  upon  the  register.  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  Amendment  is  not  much  wider 
in  its  scope  than  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  ,  Member  for  Forest  of  Dean  intends. 
It  says : 

"  All  enactments  and  all  orders  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Registration  Acts  which  relate 
to  the  registration  of  persons  entitled  to  vote 
in  respect  of  a  lodger  qualification." 

It  applies  all  these  enactments  and  orders 
to  the  persons  who  will  be  placed  on  the 
service  franchise  in  future.  I  wish  to  ask 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Solicitor- 
General  what  the  exact  operation  of  those 
words  will  be,  and  whether,  in  fact,  it 
might  not  cover  the  case  of  hardship  de- 
scribed by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean — that  is, 
whether  under  the  existing  law  a  person 
who  changes  his  rooms  is  entitled  to  claim 
as  a  lodger  so  long  as  he  occupies  other 
rooms  in  the  same  house.  I  want  to  ask 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  whether  all 
the  enactments  and  orders  which  apply  to 
lodgers  will  also  apply  to  the  service 
franchise,  and  whether  the  effect  of  that 
would  not  be  also  to  enable  the  service 
voter  who  has  changed  his  occupation,  as 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  has  described, 
from  one  bunk  to  another,  to  claim  by 
right  of  succession  in  the  same  way  as 
lodgers.  If  that  were  so,  and  if  the 
operation  of  the  clause  would  bring  in 
the  right  of  succession  as  I  have  described 
it,  then  all  the  difficulties,  I  venture  to 
suggest,  of  disfranchisement  would  abso- 
lutely disappear.  It  is  for  this  reason, 
and  not  because  I  have  the  slightest 
desire,  as  everyone  knows,  to  keep  any  of 
these  voters  off  the  list,  that  I  support  the 
clause  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  desire  to  support  this  Amendment  be- 
cause I  wish  to  oppose  this  Bill  as  a 
whole,  and  one  of  my  main  reasons  for 
doing  so  is  that  it  will  enlarge  the  fran- 
chise very  unfairly.  The  effect  of  it  is  that 
it  enlarges  the  franchise  to  the  detriment 
of  a  great  number  of  working  men 
throughout  London,  while  it  places  those 
who  live  in  cubicles  in  an  advantageous 
and  privileged  position. 
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♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
cannot  argue  against  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  now;  he  must  confine  himself 
to  the  discussion  of  the  clause  which  is 
before  the  House. 

Captain  NORTON  :  The  Amendment 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  will  meet  my  ob- 
jection to  a  certain  extent,  inasmuch  as  it 
will  place  the  service  voters  on  a  better 
footing  of  equality.  At  the  present 
moment,  if  a  voter  entitled  to  the  sendee 
franchise  is  placed  in  the  position  in 
which  the  hon.  Baronet  seeks  to  place 
him,  he  would  have  an  undoubted  advan- 
tage over  the  lodger.  It  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  employer  to  enfranchise  or 
disfranchise  any  one  of  these  individuals  ; 
whereas  a  lodger,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
he  cannot  obtain  another  room  in  the 
same  house,  and  is  obliged  to  go  to  another 
house,  would  thereby  lose  his  vote.  There 
are  many  warehouse  assistants  in  London 
who,  when  they  obtain  a  better  position 
in  their  place  of  business,  desire  to  move 
into  a  better  class  of  lodging—  men,  so  to 
speak,  who  have  risen  in  the  social  status, 
but  who  would  be  deprived  of  the  vote. 
The  result  of  the  Amendment  would  be 
to  diminish  to  an  appreciable  extent  the 
injustice  which  the  hon.  Baronet  would 
do  to  a  large  number  of  men  throughout 
the  metropolis. 

The  SOLICITOR  -  GENERAL  (Sir 


R.  B.  Finlay,   Inverness  Burghs)  :   I   184.  (Division  List  No.  189.) 


cannot  think  this  is  a  desirable  Amend- 
ment, as  it  might  have  a  disfranchising 
effect.  Whereas  at  present  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  overseer  to  get  returns  in  respect 
of  those  who  are  occupiers,  and  who 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  register,  it  would 
make  it  incumbent  on  every  person  to 
prepare  a  list,  and  send  in  a  claim  as  if  he 
were  a  lodger.  That  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  when  the  service 
franchise  was  passed.  We  hear  a 
good  deal  about  legislation  by 
reference,  and  another  objection  to  the 
Amendment  is  that  it  would  be  one  of  the 
most  effectual  instances  of  legislation  by 
reference  I  ever  heard  of.  My  hon.  and 
learned  friend  opposite  asked  a  question 
as  to  what  the  effect  of  the  clause  would 
be.  If  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  is 
puzzled  as  to  what  the  effect  of  the  clause 
would  be,  anyone  might  be  excused  if  he 
were  puzzled.  Until  a  particular  case 
arose,  and  it  was  carefully  looked  into,  it 
would  be  perfectly  impossible  to  say  what 
the  effect  of  the  Amendment  would  be. 
It  professes  to  apply  only  to  enactments 
relating  to  registration,  but  the  question 
is  extremely  difficult  and  complicated,  and 
it  would  be  unwise  to  adopt  the  clause 
without  further  consideration. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes,  139;  Noes, 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  Win ( Newc. under  Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herb.  Hy. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Right  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burns,  John 
Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton.  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.(Caithneu8-8h.) 


AYES. 

Collery,  Bernard 
Colville,  John 
Commins,  Andrew 
Crombie,  John  William 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  (Leitb) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Gibney,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Her.  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 


Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Hedderwick,  Thos.  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Ch.  H. 
Holland, Wm.  H.  (York.W.R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson- Ferguson,  J  abez  Edw. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  David  Brynmor  (Swan.) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtH.SirU. 

Kearley,  Hudson  K. 
Kinlocb.SirJohnGeorgeSmyth 

Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
~  ivid 
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Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,DrM.A.(Q'n'sC. ) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  Wm.  (Cornwall) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M*Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mad  en,  John  Henry 
Mellor,  Rt.Hn.J.  W.  (Yorks) 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carm'rth'n) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Samnel 
Moss,  Samnel 
Norton,  Captain  C.  W. 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 


{14  June  1899} 

O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Panlton,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestly,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samnel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  Forfarshire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
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Tennant,  Harrold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barn si ey) 
Wedderbuni,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Willams,  John  Carvell  (Notts) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbro') 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
YoxaH,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Charles  Dilke  and  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy. 


Aird,  John 

Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Bagot,  Captain  J.  Fitzroy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  George  Alex. 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry,  Rt.Hon.A.H.S.(Hunts 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.Sir  M.H.(Bris.) 
Bemroee,  Si.  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bill,  Charles 

Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Campbell,  Rt.Hn.J.  A.(Glasg.) 
Cavendish, V.  C.  W.(Derbsh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plym.) 
dough,  Walter  Owen 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoHings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A  thole 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbett,  A.Caraeron(Glasgow) 
Cornwallis,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Curzon,  Viscount 
DalWac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Davies,  Sir  Horatio  D.  (Chat.) 
Denny,  Colonel 

Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Doughty,  George 
Ooxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 


NOES. 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  Y. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fison,  Frederic*  William 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E.  B.  (Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Honlds worth,  Sir  W.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  J  as.  Henry  Cecil 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnson,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,Sir  E.  Durn'g-  ( Cor. ) 
Law  son,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewellyn,SirDillywn-(Swan.) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 


Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt  Jasper  ( Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  Fred(Monm'thsh. 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
Orr-Emng,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,R(  Lanes.  Newton) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pry ce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 

Russell.Gen.  F.S.(Cheltenh'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
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Sh&w-Stewart.M.  H.(Renfrew) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Thornbnrn,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Ed.  Murray 


Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Vincent.  Col  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWm.H. 
Warde,  Lieut.  -Col .  C.  E.  ( Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R,  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
WhUely,  George  (Stockport) 
Whiteley.H.  ( Ashton-under-L. 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.  N. ) 


Wodehouse.Rt.Hn  E.R(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmadnke  D*Arcy 
Young,  Commander  (Berks,E.) 


Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Blundell  Maple  and 
Captain  Jessel. 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 
wish  to  move  an  Amendment  limiting  the 
application  of  the  Bill  to  England  and 
Scotland. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  ought  to  come 
in  at  the  end  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  In  that  case  it 
would  have  to  be  in  the  form  of  a  new 
clause,  and  I  could  not  move  it  without 
notice. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  think  it  might  be 
moved  as  an  Amendment  to  Clause  3. 

Sir  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE:  The 
effect  of  the  Amendment  I  now  propose 
will  be  to  put  back  the  Bill  into  exactly 
the  same  position  as  it  was  when  I 
introduced  it,  and  before  that  little  error, 
as  I  consider  it,  of  mv  hon.  friends 
opposite  occurred  last  Wednesday,  when 
they  voted  to  omit  the  words  which  I 
propose  to  reinsert.  By  leaving  out  these 
words  the  spirit  that  pervaded  the  service 
franchise,  ever  since  it  was  adopted  by 
the  late  Mr.  Gladstone,  was  entirely 
altered.  The  object  of  this  Bill  was 
simply  to  restore  the  franchise  to  certain 
classes  of.  service  employees,  who  were 
disfranchised  by  a  decision  of  a  Court  of 
Appeal. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  'employ- 
ment,' to  insert  the  words  '  and  the  dwelling- 
house  is  not  inhabited  by  any  person  under 
whom  such  man  serves  in  such  office,  service, 
or  employment.'  "—(Sir  Blundell  Maple.) 

Question  proposed — 
"That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  At  the  time 
of  the  introduction  of  the  service 
franchise  in  1884  the  only  objection 
taken  to  it  by  the  Conservative  Party 
was  on  this  point,  and  it  was  made  by  the 


Leader  of  that  Party.  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  in  an  extraordinarily  short 
speech  said  : — 

"Under  this  clause,  if  a  Minister  did  not 
inhabit  a  public  office  assigned  to  him,  tlie 
office-keeper  would  have  a  vote  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  would  be  that  if  a  Minister  occupied 
the  house  as  a  dwelling,  the  office-keeper  would 
lose  his  vote." 

Now,  the  absurdity  which  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  pointed  out  on  that  occasion 
was  again  pointed  out  the  other  day,  and 
we  think  the  time  has  come  to  do  away 
I  with  these  restrictions  which  are  involved 
j  in  the  words  the  hon.  Baronet  proposed  to 
put  back  in  the  Bill.  I  frankly  confess 
that  we  designed  by  the  Amendment 
moved  last  Wednesday  to  make  such  a 
hole  in  the  existing  complicated  franchises 
as  to  make  it  certain  that  a  broad  and 
simple  franchise  would  be  speedily 
adopted.  We  shall  certainly  take  the 
opinion  of  the  House  before  we  allow 
the  decision  of  the  House  last  Wednesday 
to  be  reversed,  and  if  we  are  beaten  it 
will  show,  I  think,  the  hollowness  of  the 
pretence  that  this  is  a  large  extension  of 
the  franchise,  and  that  we  are  in  favour 
of  a  much  fuller  and  simpler  franchise. 

Mr.  ROBERT  W<  ALLACE  :  In  regard 
to  this  particular  Amendment,  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
that  on  the  Second  Reading  I  stated 
that  whilst  we  could  not  but  recognise 
that  there  was  a  grievance  to  be  redressed, 
at  the  same  time  there  was  a  danger  that 
in  striving  to  remedy  that  grievance  we 
would  probably  introduce  a  greater 
anomaly  than  at  present  exists.  1  ven- 
tured to  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  in  charge 
of  the  Bill  at  the  time  of  the  Second 
Reading  how  he  proposed  to  deal  with 
the  lodger  question,  and  I  got  from  him  a 
pledge,  which  the  hon.  Baronet  has  per- 
haps forgotten,  in  regard  to  the  subject 
matter  of  this  very  Amendment.  I 
pointed  out  that  in  a  large  part  of  Lon- 
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don,  but  especially  in  the  warehouses 
established  in  the  West  Central  dis 
trict,  the  employees  there  resident  were 
deprived  of  their  service  franchise  owing 
to  the  fact  that  their  employers,  who  re- 
sided ordinarily  beyond  the  mileage  limit, 
kept  a  bedroom  in  the  warehouse  for 
their  occasional  use.  By  that  means 
the  employers  obtained  for  themselves  an 
occupation  franchise,  but  they  deprived 
all  those  who  were  resident  in  these  large 
blocks  of  buildings  of  the  service  fran- 
chise. 

Sir  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE :  What  I 
said  at  that  time,  and  I  say  it  now,  was 
that  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
or  any  other  hon.  Member,  will  bring  for- 
ward a  Bill  to  do  away  with  that  anomaly 
I  would  support  it ;  but  I  cannot  consent 
to  deal  with  the  matter  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  ROBERT  WALLACE :  I  am  far 
from  charging  the  hon.  Baronet  with  a 
breach  of  faith,  but  I  did  put  this  diffi- 
culty before  him  on  the  Second  Reading, 
and  I  understood  the  hon.  Baronet  to  say 
that  he  would  strive  to  remedy  it  in  con- 
nection with  this  Bill.    I  may  have  mis- 
apprehended him,  of  course.    The  clause 
as  it  stands  would,  it  is  true,  remedy  that 
which  all  recognise  as  an  undoubted 
grievance.    I  am  not  speaking  in  any 
hostile  spirit  against  the  Bill,  but  I  am 
most  unwilling  that  a  greater  grievance 
should  be  raised  by  pressing  the  Amend- 
ment on  this  measure  than  the  grievance 
which  is  proposed  to  be  taken  away. 
I  shall  point  out  how  this  difficulty  arose. 
A  list  is  made  out  at  present  of  those  who 
are  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses  inLondon, 
and  the  courts  of  law  decided  that  part  of 
a  house  or  dwelling  where  the  landlord 
was  non-resident  would  come  within  the 
definition  of  the  occupation  franchise, 
and     consequently     all     those  who 
occupy     different    rooms   in   a  house 
were    put   on   the   list  as  occupiers. 
But  they  stuck  to  the  principle  that 
as  long  as  a  landlord  had  a  room  in  the 
house,  and  occupied  it,  there  could  be  no 
other  occupier,  and  that  all  the  others 
resident  in  the  house  were  simply  lodgers. 
Now,  may  I  point  out  to  the  House  the 
effect  of  that  decision.    A  lodger  only 
obtains   his  vote  on  condition  that  he 
occupies  a  particular  part  of  a  house  of  a 
certain  annual  value.     A  great  deal  of 
misunderstanding  arose  from  the  fact  that 
it  was  supposed  that  the  lodger  should 
pay  £10  per  annum.    But  nothing  of  the 


kind  is  necessary.  The  lodger  may  either 
pay  rent,  or  he  may  occupy  his  room 
or  rooms  under  the  condition  of  rendering 
services,  and  if  his  services  are  of  the 
equivalent  value  of  £10  a  year,  as  long  as 
he  is  not  compelled  by  his  contract  to 
reside  on  the  premises,  he  is  entitled  to 
the  lodger  franchise.  I  want  to  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  why  they  are  going 
to  select  one  particular  class  of  lodgers 
and  give  them  the  franchise,  and  deprive 
all  other  lodgers  of  the  franchise  under 
the  existing  law.  The  lodgers  you  are 
selecting  to  give  the  franchise  to  are  the 
class  least  suitable  for  the  privilege. 
They  are  dependent,  residing  on  the 
premises,  and  under  the  control  of  the 
employer,  liable  to  be  enfranchised  or 
disfranchised  at  any  moment  by  their 
employer  ;  while  the  other  lodgers  whom 
you  are  excluding  from  the  franchise 
are  independent  lodgers— in  fact  tenants, 
occupying  their  own  room  and  under  the 
control  of  no  one.  In  the  one  case, 
you  have  full-grown  men  and  women, 
married  it  may  be,  quite  independent ;  in 
the  other  case  you  have  youths  of  21  or 
22  years  of  age,  absolutely  dependent  on 
their  employers,  and  yet  you  select  them 
for  the  franchise  while  you  refuse  the 
qualification  to  the  others.  It  is  for  that 
reason  that  while  this  clause  remains  as  it 
is  it  is  impossible  to  support  this  part  of 
the  Bill.  I  do  not  know  whether  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Solicitor- 
General  would  for  one  moment  accept  the 
Bill  on  behalf  of  the  Government  in  the 
form  it  stands  to-day.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that,  knowing  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  Solicitor-General  as  a  great 
lawyer,  he  will  tell  this  House  that  to 
pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands  to-day  is  to 
destroy  a  qualification  existing  at  present 
for  the  franchise.  I  ask,  in  all  sincerity, 
is  it  not  a  great  pity  to  tinker  in  this 
manner  with  the  franchise  ?  I  am  not 
referring  to  questions  which  are  contro- 
versial ;  I  am  not  discussing  whether  it  is 
necessary  to  shorten  the  term  of  occupa- 
tion, or  the  question  of  one  man  one 
vote,  but  I  am  simply  pointing  out  to  the 
Solicitor-General  how,  by  two  lines  in 
this  Bill,  he  could  remove  one  of  the 
greatest  inequalities  existing  in  regard  to 
the  franchise.  He  might  introduce  a  pre- 
vision something  like  this :  that,  as  to  all 
persons  who  occupy  a  part  of  any  premises 
under  circumstances  in  which,  if  the 
I  landlords  or  employers  were  not  resi- 
I  dent,    they    would    be    held  -  to  be 
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inhabiting  occupiers,  the  presence  of  the 
employers  or  landlords  should  not 
disqualify  them  from  being  registered. 
I  say  at  once  if  anybody  stays  to  consider 
the  effect  of  this  Amendment  they  will 
find  this  distinction  ;  as  a  question  of  law, 
lodgers'  and  occupiers'  qualifications  are 
precisely  the  same.  Where  the  landlord 
resides  in  the  basement  the  persons 
occupying  the  house  are  lodgers,  but  if 
the  landlord  controls  his  house  in  the 
same  way  but  lives  next  door  they  are 
occupiers.  I  am  quite  sure  the  Solicitor- 
General  would  not  defend  this  Amend- 
ment, and  I  ask  him  now  to  give  us  some 
assurance  that  he  will  introduce  an 
Amendment  on  some  such  lines  as  I 
have  suggested.  If  he  does  that  he 
will  receive  the  cordial  support  of  all 
those  who  sit  upon  this  side  of  the 
House. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  do  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  suggests, 
and  I  think  I  will  leave  that  to  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  when  he  in  his  turn 
has  to  fill  the  position  I  now  hold.  I  am 
personally  in  favour  of  re-introducing  the 
words  struck  out  m  Committee,  because 
to  my  mind  the  alteration  made  in  Com- 
mittee will  have  a  very  far-reaching  effect, 
not  in  the  way  of  a  direct  dealing  with 
the  subject,  but  by  a  side  wind.  The  dis- 
tinction between  a  lodger  and  an  occupier 
may  be  shortly  described  in  this  way : 
where  the  landlord  resides  upon  the 
premises  in  which  a  man  lives  the  man  is 
a  lodger,  and  where  he  resides  in  a 
house  in  which  the  landlord  does 
not  live  he  is  an  occupier.  Those 
who  now  have  the  service  franchise 
get  it  as  occupiers,  not  as  lodgers, 
and  if  you  provide  that  these  also 
are  to  have  the  service  franchise  you 
must  go  further,  and  by  a  Parliamentary 
miracle  convert  every  person  who  would 
be  a  lodger  into  an  occupier,  so  that,  by 
being  an  occupier,  he  may  enjoy  the  fran- 
chise independently  of  his  landlord. 
Under  those  circumstances  a  lodger,  who 
now  has  to  have  an  occupation  of  the 
value  of  £10,  would  enjoy  the  franchise 
as  an  occupier  whatever  the  value  of  his 
occupation  might  be.  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  a  question  of  that  kind.  I  have 
only  risen  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out 
how  far-reaching  the  alteration  was  which 
was  made  in  Committee,  and  to  say  that, 
individually,  I  intend  to  vote  against  the 
striking  out  of  these  words. 


I     Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  E.) :  The  objec- 
;  tion  we  on  this  side  have  to  the  Bill  in 
i  its  present  form  is  twofold  :  first,  it  is  too 
far-reaching,  and  it  does  not  deal  directly 
with  the  subject,  but  deals  with  it  by  a 
side  wind.     This  is  a  tinkering  attempt 
to  deal  with  a  very  small  part  of  a  very 
large  question,  which  will  produce  not 
greater  uniformity  in  the  law,  but  give 
rise  to  a  fresh  set  of  anomalies  and  injus- 
|  tices.    The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  rein- 
1  troduce  to  the  suffrage  a  class  which  may 
:  be  called  dependent  voters,  which  is  at 
:  present  excluded  by  the  decision  of  a 
j  court  of  law.    I  think  that  they  ought 
j  to    have    the    suffrage.    It    is  impos- 
|  sible  to  separate  this  class  of  persons 
from  the  case  of  other  persons.    If  you 
i  are  going  to  allow  those  who,  by  virtue  of 
fee,  service,  or  employment  occupy  posi- 
|  tions  in  the  same  shop,  at  which  the  land- 
lord does  not  reside,  to  have  the  franchise, 
how  can  you  deny  the  same  privilege  to 
persons  occupying  the  same  position  in 
|  similar  services  because  the  employer  does 
reside  on  the  premises  1    If  you  are  going 
to  deal  with  this  question  at  all  it  must 
be  dealt  with  by  a  more  logical  method. 
I  am  speaking  I  believe  the  universal 
opinion  of  this  side  of  the  House  when  I 
1  say,  not  that  we  oppose  this  Bill  because 
it  extends  the  franchise,  but  we  oppose 
this  Bill  because  it  does  not  extend  the 
franchise  in  the  only  way  that  it  should 
be  extended  by  getting  rid  of  the  lodger 
;  and  occupier  and  giving  every  man  who 
occupies  an  inhabited  house  an  equal 
right  to  take  part  in  the  elections,  in 
whichever  character  he   occupies  that 
I  house. 

j  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  Attorney- 
General  of  England  has  spoken  in  a  very 
singular  way  of  the  decision  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  from  whom  I  take  it  we 
have  a  right  to  expect  something  in  the 
shape  of  wisdom  as  a  legislative  body. 
He  also  forgets,  curiously  enough,  that  the 
decision  he  refers  to,  which  distinguished 
between  a  lodger  and  an  ordinary  house- 
holder, was  disputed  by  the  Conservative 
Party  of  the  day.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Plymouth  was  counsel  on  the 
one  side,  and  Lord  Russell  and  Lord 
Herschell  counsel  on  the  other,  and  they 
contended  for  the  view  which  we 
now  take.  Nobody  referring  to  that 
decision  can  deny  that  it  was  quite 
against  the  Conservative  view  of  that  day. 
I  remember  that  I  applied  to  Lord 
Herschell  to  reverse  the  decision,  but  the 
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argument  then  was  of  a  different  cha- 
racter. Mr.  Gladstone's  view  was  to  let 
all  the  decisions  stand  and  simply  pass  a 
general  Act,  and  give  the  county 
franchise  the  same  position  which  the 
borough  franchise  now  enjoys.  Bu  t  let 
us  consider  what  this  Bill  suggests.  It 
suggests  that  these  dependents  shall  have 
a  right  to  a  franchise  which  the  honest 
working  man,  who  pays  for  the  room  he 
occupies,  will  not  have.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  present  to  a  large  class  of 
persons,  assistants  in  shops,  warders, 
attendants  in  asylums,  hospitals,  stable- 
men, gardeners,  grooms,  and  policemen 
a  right  to  vote.  You  give  them  a  sort  of 
shifting  qualification  according  as  their 
landlord  shifts  their  bunks.  At  the  mo- 
ment the  landlord  comes  to  reside  in  the 
house  they  occupy  they  are  to  lose  their 
right  to  vote.  You  are  giving  a  groom  or 
gardener  two  important  rights  that  the 
working  man  has  not  got.  He  need  not 
reside  in  a  room,  but  only  in  a  bunk,  and 
a  bunk  need  not  be  rated  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor.  We  talk  about  manhood 
suffrage,  but  what  about  groomhood 
suffrage  1  I  protest  against  it.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  a  harsh  requirement  that 
a  man  should  live  in  a  room  in  order  to 
have  the  franchise.  If  this  Bill  is  passed 
you  might  put  two  sticks  in  the  ground  and 
sling  a  hammock  between  them,  and  then, 
swinging  in  your  hammock,  say,  without 
rating  and  not  occupying  a  room,  you 
might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  franchise. 
It  may  be  said  to  be  an  anomaly,  but 
there  it  ia  When  Mr.  Gladstone  brought 
in  this  clause  he  was  thought  to  be  going 
very  far,  but  he  brought  it  in  in  a  state 
of  things  then  known  to  Parliament,  and 
said  the  man  must  occupy  a  room.  I 
look  forward  to  the  day  when  the  courts 
wUl  be  occupied  in  defining  the  compart- 
ment of  a  room. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  The 
hon.  Member  is  going  into  another  part 
of  the  clause. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The  immediate 
question  before  the  House  is  whether  the 
landlord  should  occupy  the  house  or  not. 
Really  the  whole  thing  covers  itself  with 
absurdity,  and  I  respectfully  say  we 
ought  to  return  to  common-sense,  namely, 
to  the.  decision  of  the  Committee  last 
week.  I  do  hope  that  the  House  will 
support  the  Committee  in  respect  of  the 
decision  at  which  the  Committee  arrived 
last  week. 

VOL.  LXXII.   [Fourth  Series.] 


♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) : 
As  an  Irishman,  I  must  ask  to  be  per- 
mitted to  say  a  few  words,  and  I  do  so 
because  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Louth  said  on  a  recent  occasion  that  my 
8 eat  was  one  of  those  which  was  threa- 
tened by  this  legislation.  I  assume,  there- 
fore, that  this  measure  applies  to  Ireland, 
and  that  being  so,  I  think  I  have  a  right 
to  complain  that  it  has  been  very 
inadequately  (discussed  so  far  as  the 
interest  of  Ireland  is  concerned.  Every 
stage  of  it  has  jbeen  taken  at  a  time  when 
very  few  Irish  Members  were  present,  and 
the  Bill,  if  passbd,  will  have  very  far-reach- 
ing consequences.  The  House  hardly 
realises  how  it  will  affect  the  general 
franchise  of  the  country.  I  trust  that 
this  Amendment  will  not  be  carried, 
because  the  only  redeeming  feature  of 
the  Bill  is  that,  as  it  now  reads,  it 
abolishes  the  distinction  between  the 
resident  and  non-resident  employer. 
What  difference  can  there  be  whether  the 
employer  resides  on  the  premises  or  not ; 
will  not  the  employee  be  equally  fitted 
for  the  franchise,  whether  he,  the  master, 
lives  on  the  premises  or  elsewhere  ?  Why 
should  the  employees  of  a  man  who  may 
live  in  one  of  the  great  squares  of  the 
West  End  be  placed  in  a  better  position 
than  those  of  a  man  who  is  obliged  to 
reside  on  the  premises  where  he  exercises 
his  trade  or  business  1  I  cannot  conceive 
anything  more  unfair.  If  it  is  considered 
right  that  the  employees  should  have  a 
right  to  vote,  let  them  have  it,  but  let  the 
same  principle  be  applied  to  all  employees, 
irrespective  of  where  the  employer  may 
reside. 

Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS  (Carmarthen, 
E.) :  If  you  read  the  definition  into  these 
proposed  words,  you  will  see  exactly  what 
you  are  going  to  do.  "Where  a  man 
himself  inhabits  any  compartment 
of  a  house  by  virtue  of  any  fee, 
service,  or  employment,  and  the  compart- 
ment is  not  inhabited  by  anyone  else  " — 
that  clearly  means  so  long  as  the  master 
does  not  share  the  compartment — "he shall 
have  a  vote,"  that  is  exactly  what  every- 
body wants  to  avoid,  as  I  understand. 
If  hon.  Members  will  only  read  the 
Amendment  with  the  definition,  the 
whole  matter  is  too  clear  for  argument. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  This 
subject  is,  as  I  think,  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  certainly  Irish  1 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  (lis 
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the  Bill  as  it  should  be  discussed.  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  Bill  was 
confined  in  its  application  to  England,  but 
as  it  has  general  application,  and  is  quite 
as  important  to  Ireland  as  to  England, 
and  as  we  have  had  no  opportunity  to 
discuss  it,  and  we  cannot  hope  to  discuss 
it  in  five  minutes,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 


take  up  at  least  three  times  that  amount 
of  time  in  discussing  this  subject.   I  beg 
to  move  the  adjournment  of  the  Debate. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  139 ;  Noes, 
187.    (Division  List  No.  190.) 


Abraham,  William  (Rhondda) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen,  W.(Newc.-und'r-Lyme) 

Allison,  Robert  Andrew 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Billaon,  Alfred 

Birrell,-  Augustine 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness-sh. ) 

Colville,  John 

Commins,  Andrew 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Crombie,  John  William 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,M.Vaughan-(Cardig'n) 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Don  elan,  Captain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamo'gn) 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Southa'ton) 

Farrel,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 

Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 

Gibney,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 


Aird,  John 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bagot.Capt.  Josceline  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  Geo.  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry  ,Rt  HnAB.Sraith-(H'nt8 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunkett 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol) 


AYES. 

Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 

Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 

Harwood,  George 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 

Hazell,  Walter 

Healy,  Theraas  J.  (Wexford) 

Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hn.  Charles  H. 

Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 

Horniman,  Frederick  John 

Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 

Johnson -Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 

Joicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Kay-Shuttleworth,  RtHnSirU 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Kilbride,  Denis 

Kin locli,  Sir  John  George  S. 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cumber.) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

Lloyd-George,  David 

Lough,  Thomas 

Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 

Macaleese,  Daniel 

MacNeill,  John  Cordon  Swift 

M 'Arthur,  Wm.  (Cornwall) 

M'Ewan,  William 

M'Ghee,  Richard 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M'Leod,  John 

Maddison,  Fred. 

Maden,  John  Henry 

Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks) 

Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 

Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 

Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 

Money,  Charles  (Breconshire) 

Morris,  Samuel 

Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 

Moss,  Samuel 

NOES. 

Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bern  rose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethel  1,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sii  M.  M. 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blakis  ton-Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell.Rt.Hn.  J.  A(Glasgow 
Cavendish.  V.  C.  W. (Derby.) 


Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd.Mark 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roche,  John  (East  Galway) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  C.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.J 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.K.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson.J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Woodhouse,Sir  J.  T.  ( H'dd'ref  d 
Woods,  Samel 

Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxau,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Mr.  Clancy  and  Mr.  Hay- 
den. 


Cecil  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E) 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Cha«.  Ed.  E.  Athole 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Ghwjr.) 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hn.  Leonard  H. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 

Alexander  (Glasgow) 
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Cross,  Herb.  Sbeph'd  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Dalbiac,  Col.  Philip  Hugh 
Daviee,  Sir  Hor.  D.  (Chatham 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dracker,  A. 

Dancombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fergusson,  Rt.Hn.SirJ.  (W n'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher.  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goldsworthy,  Major  General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir.  E.  Teraperley 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsb'ry 
Gretton,  John 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  I^aurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Ed.  Brodie(Hampstead 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 


{14  June  1899} 

Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Hy.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  Capt  G.  W.Griee- 
Jebb,  Richard  CI  aver  house 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  SirE.  Durn'g-(Corn. 
Lawaon,  John  Grant  (Yorka.) 
Leigh -Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erekine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  Walter  (L'pool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  (Shropsn.) 
Morgan,  Hon. Fred.  (Mon.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Waiter 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptf 'd.) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham(Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Parkes,  Ehenezer 
Pease,  h.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  R. ( Lanes. Newt'n) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edinb.) 
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Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 

Bedmond,  JohnE.(Waterford) 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Rothschild.Hon.  LionelWalter 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelte'm 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaape,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanaks) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Ed.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  J.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  W.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H. 
Walrond,  Rt  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Welby,  Lient.-CoL  A.  C  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.  ( Ashton-und'-L.) 
Whitraore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worces'hr,  N.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHnE.R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndhara-Quin,  Major  W.H. 
Wyvil,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,  Com'and'r  (Berks,  E.) 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes— 
Sir  Blundell  Maple  and 
Captain  Jessel. 


Question  again  proposed — 
"That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Debate  arising,  and  it  being  after  half- 
past  Five  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speaker  pro- 
ceeded to  interrupt  the  business. 


Whereupon  Sir  Blundell  Maple  rose  in 
his  place,  and  claimed  to  move — 
"That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

Question  put — 

"  That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  185 ;  Noes, 
143.    (Division  List  No.  191.) 


Aird,  John 

Allen,W.(Newc.-under-Lyme) 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 


AYES. 

Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  J.  George  Alexander 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barry.Rt.Hon.A.H.S  (Hunts 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,Rt.Hn.Sir  M.H.  (Bristol 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 


Bemrose,  Sir  H.  H. 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BigwoodTJ  ames 
Bill,  Charles 

Blakiston-Houston,  Charles 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois.  Edmund 
Brookfield.A.  Montague 
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Batcher,  John  George  I 
Campbell.Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Glas'w) 
Cavendish.V.C.W.  (DerbVre) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chan.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Gl'sgV) 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.'L.  H. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herbert  S.  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Davie* ,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt  Hn.SirWilliamHart 
Kgerton,  Hen.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fergusson,  Rt.  Hn. Sir  J.  (Man. ) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  fl. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzWygram.  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Chailes  Tyrrell 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
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Gnnter,  Colonel  i 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
H  elder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampetead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas.  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinjson,Capt.G.W.  Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  C la ver house 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  Durn'g-(Com 
Law  son,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-(Sw,ns'a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Bailer 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  lan 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Paey 
More,RobtJasper(Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col  W.  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  G. 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Eoenezer 
Pease,  H.  P.  (Darlington) 
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Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,R.(  Lanes.  Newton) 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pry ce- Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Round,  James 

Russell, Gen.  F.  S.(Cheltnham) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebothara,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  W.  (Derbyshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  ( Lanark*. ) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  £.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Tom  1  in  son,  Wm.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent, Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Warde,  Lt.Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley ,  H .  ( Ashton-nnder-X) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson  J.  W.  ( Worcestereh.,N.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(Bath) 
Wolff.  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon  .C.B.Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young, Commander  (Berks,  E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  Blundell  Maple  and 
Captain  Jessel 


Abraham,  William  (Rhonnda) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allison,  Robert  Andrew 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair 

Baker,  Sir  John 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

Biflson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Augustine 

Broadhurst,  Henry 

B runner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Burns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 


NOES. 

Carvill,  PatrickCeo. Hamilton 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.(Caithness-sh.) 
Colville,  John 
Commins,  Andrew 
CrUly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Curran,  T.  B.  (Donegal) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.  V.  (Cardigan) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 


Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans  Sam.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (Southrton) 
Farrell,  J.  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co. ) 
Gibaey,  James 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
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MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  William  (Corn.)] 
M'Ewan,  Wiltiam 
MGhee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mellor,  Rt  Hn.  J.  W.(Yorks.) 
Molley,  Bernard  Charles 
MorganJ.  Lloyd(Carniarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breoonshire) 
Morris,  Samuel 
Morton,  Edw.  J.  C  .(Devonp't 
Moss,  Samuel 

Norton,  Capt  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickark,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Reckitt  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roche,  John  (East  Gal  way) 


Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hereourt  Rt.  H.  Sir  William 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
H&zell,  Walter 
Heley,  Thos.  J.  (Wexford) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Hedderwiek,  Thos.  Charles  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hntton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jahez  E. 
Joioey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvon) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kay-Shuttleworth,RtHn  SirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  J.  Geoge  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Long,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyeli,  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese,  Daniel 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  171 ;  Noes,  154. 


Franchise  Bill.  \U2 

Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stead  man,  WilHam  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.(York,W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J  os.  H.  (Middlesbrough 
Woodbouse,SirJ.T.(Hud'sfleld 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Jonathan  Samnel  and 
Mr.  Scott. 


(Division  List  No.  192.) 


AYES. 


Aird,  John 

Allsopp,  Hon.  (ieorge 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bagot,  Capt.  Jos'line  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Banbury,  Frederick  Geoige 
Barry  ,Rt.  Hn.  A.  H.  Smith-  (Hts 
Barton,1  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach.Rt  Hn.SirM.  H.(Bristol 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BigwoodTJ  am  es 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Batcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  Rt.  Hn.  J.A.(Glas.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.(Derbyah. ) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  (Plymouth) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Coddlngton,  Sir  William 
C^oghiU,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Right  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 


Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dixon- Hartland.  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drucker.  A. 

Dun  combe,  Hon.  Hubert  Y. 
Dyke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Ferguason,  Rt  H.SirJ.(Man.) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fir  bank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzWygram,  (ieneral  Sir  F.  i 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne  . 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Yiscount 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goldsworthy,  Major-Goneral 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 


Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
Holder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  E  Brodie  (Hempstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhonse 
Johnson-Ferguson,  Jabez  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut -General 
Lawrence,StrE.Durning-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn^irDillwyn-(Sw'sea) 
Loder,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  Erskine 
Long,Rt.Hn.Walter(Liv,nool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller) 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Chas.  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colour"  (Lancashire) 
Milward,  Col  jel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  Monm'thsh) 
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Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham  (Bath 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  DonaM  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Koberb 
Pil  king  ton,  R.  (Lancs.Newton 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O. 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  (Edin.) 
Purvis,  Robert  Edward 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul.  James  Alexander 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelfn'm) 

Abraham,  Wm.  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen,  W.  (Newc.-und.-Lyme) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
,  Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Broad  hurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ry  burn 
Burt,  Thomas. 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Carvill,  P.  Geo.  Hamilton 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithness-sh) 
Colviile,  John 
Commins,  Andrew 
Cooke,  C.  W.  Rad.  (Heref'd) 
Crombie,  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardig'n 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorg'n) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (S'thampton) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan.W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Fitzmanrioe,  Lord  Edmond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibney,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred  . 
Gourley,  Sir  E.  Temperley 


{COMMONS} 

Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
SetonKarr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wm.  (Derbysh) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Jaa.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley.  Ed.  Jan.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Si/  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 

Thorn  burn,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  W.  Ed.  Murray 
1  ritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Vincent  Col.  Sir.  C.  E.  H. 

NOES 

Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harconrt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 
Harwood,  George 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Ch.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Healv,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson- Ferguson,  Jabez.  E. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  William  (Carnarvons. ) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kay-SlmttleworthRtHnSirL\ 
Kearley,  Hudson,  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leng,  Sii*  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyefl,  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Malcom,  Ian 

Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.  (Yorks) 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Samuel 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
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Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde,  Lt.-CoI.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St  Pancras) 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  B.  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-u.-L.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R(Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Young,  Commander  (Berks.E) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes- 
Sir  Blundell  Maple  and 
Captain  Jesseh 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  James(  Wicklow.  W . 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Provana,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Rickett,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durhani.S.E. 
Reckitt,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roche,  John  (East  Gahvay) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott,  C.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sinclair,  Capt  J  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas, Alfred  (Glamorgan,E. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts) 
Wilson.Henry  J.  ( York,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester,  N.) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbro  ) 
Woodhouse,  Sir  J.T.  (H'dsfld.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Charles  Dilke  and  Mr. 
Lloyd -George. 


Nojton,  Captain  C.  William 
Further  proceeding  on  consideration,  as  amended,  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 
And,  it  being  Six  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speaker  adjourned  the  House  without 
Question  put :  Adjourned  at  Six  o'clock. 
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Private  BUI  Business. 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  15th  June  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


TheLORD  CHANCELLOR  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate 
from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  been  complied  with  : 

LONDON   AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  (NEW  RAILWAYS). 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  further 
Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bill : 

WEST  GLOUCESTER  WATER. 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  nave  not  been  complied  with  : 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (ADDITIONAL  POWERS). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

SHIREBROOK   AND   DISTRICT  GAS 
BILL. 

SOUTH   STAFFORDSHIRE  STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE  BILL. 

NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Committee  to  meet  To-morrow. 


BRYNMAWR  AND  WESTERN  VALLEYS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 


EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL. 


SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
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i  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  Table :  The  orders  made  on  the  1st 
and  8th  instant  discharged;  and  Bill 
committed. 


BELFAST  CORPORATION  BILL. 
BAKER    STREET   AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2»,  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittees to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2',  and  committed. 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Read  2a,  and  committed  :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

NORTH     PEMBROKESHIRE  AND 
FISHGUARD    RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  3*,  and  passed. 

SHOTLEY   BRIDGE    AND  CONSETT 
DISTRICT   GAS  BILL. 

Read  3',  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

BROMPTON     AND  PICCADILLY 
CIRCUS   RAILWAY  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

INFANT   ORPHAN    ASYLUM  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

LONDON     HOSPITAL    BILL.  [Lords.] 
STOCKTON    AND  MIDDLESBROUGH 
WATER   BILL.  [Lords.] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to. 

ILFORD   GAS  BILL. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

House  to  be  in  Committee  To-morrow. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LONDON)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 


LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS 

2  T 


(No.  8)  BILL  (No.  126). 
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PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL  (No.  128). 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  Read  1* ; 
to  be  printed;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL.  [Lords.] 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  To- 
morrow. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No  14.)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Committee  of  the  whole  House  (which 
stands  appointed  for  this  day)  put  off  till 
To-morrow. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  To-morrow. 


{LORDS}         Returns,  Rrp&rtx,  &r.  1168 

Trade  Reports — 

I.  Annual  Series : 
No.  2287.— Chile  (Valparaiso  and 

District); 
No.  2288.— Brazil  (Pernambuco  and 

District) ; 
No.  2289.— Trade   of  Malaga  and 
District. 

II.  Miscellaneous  Series : 

No.  504. — Commercial  Education  in 

the  United  States. 
No.  505. — Agricultural  Education  in 
France. 

WELSH  INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
ACT,  1889. 

Report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 

for  England  and  Wales. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

RAILWAYS  COMPANIES'  POWERS 
ACT,  1864. 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  appli- 
cations made  during  the  year  1898  under 
the  Railways  Companies'  Powers  Act, 
1864,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  with  respect  thereto. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  (INCOR- 
PORATION OF  SMETHWICK). 

Charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  borough 
of  Smethwick,  dated  12th  June,  1899. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PETITIONS. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c 


CHURCH      OF     ENGLAND  |(CONFES- 
SIONAL  BOXES). 

Return  respecting:  Laid  before  the 
House  pursuant'to  Address  of  the  3rd  of 
March  last,  and  to  be  printed.  (No.  121.) 

FISHERY  BOARD  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

Reports  on  the  state  of  the  markets  for 
Scottish  herrings  on  the  Continent  and  in 
the  United  States  of  America. 

ARMY  (SPECIAL  PENSIONS). 
Return  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1899,  of  Pensions  specially  granted  under 
Articles  730,  1170,  and    1207  of  the 
Army  Pay  Warrant. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Petition  in  favour  of :  of  the  Clerical 
and  Lay  Members  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Diocese  of  Salisbury  ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (DEFEC- 
TIVE AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN) 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

A  Bill  to  make  better  provision  for  the 
elementary  education  of  defective  and 
epileptic  children  in  England  and  Wales ; 
was  presented  by  the' Earl  Waldegrave 
(for  the  Lord  President,  D.  Devonshire) ; 
read  1' ;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  120.) 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL 
(No.  123). 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL  (No.  124). 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
and  to  be  printed,  Google 
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FINANCE  BILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons Read  1" ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2'  To- 
morrow :  (The  Lord  Privy  Seal,  V.  Cross), 
and  Standing  Order  No.  39  to  be  con- 
sidered in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with.   (No.  122.) 


QUESTIONS. 

MALTESE  NOBILITY. 
Viscount  SIDMOUTH :  My  Lords,  I 
beg  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  if 
all  correspondence  referring  to  a  memorial 
from  Mr.  G.  Apap  Testaferrata,  between 
August,  1888,  and  the  present  time,  can 
be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House.  I  do 
not  wish  to  enter  into  a  discussion  upon 
this  subject,  but  as  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  being  appointed  hon.  president  of  the 
Maltese  Council  of  Nobility,  I  desire  to 
ask  whether  the  Papers  relating  'to  this 
case  and  the  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  can  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (The 
Earl  of  Selborne):  My  Lords,  the 
claim  of  Mr.  G.  Apap  Testaferrata  to  be 
recognised  as  one  of  the  Maltese  nobility, 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  refers,  was 
twice  rejected  by  the  Committee  of 
Privileges  of  the  Maltese  Nobility.  On  a 
third  occasion,  in  1892,  the  Committee 
advised  the  allowance  of  the  claim,  but 
no  fresh  reasons  were  given  for  the 
change  of  view,  which  was  not  accepted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  does  not 
appear  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
matter  is  one  of  sufficient  general  interest 
to  justify  the  publication  of  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject. 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

The  EARL  of  KIMBERLEY: 
Before  the  House  adjourns,  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  any  noble 
Lord  opposite  can  tell  the  House  when 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  London 
Government  Bill  will  be  taken. 

The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (Viscount 
Cross):  I  think  I  must  ask  the  noble 
Earl  to  repeat  the  Question  to-morrow,  as 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  consulting 
my  colleagues  on  that  point. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
before  Five  of  the  clock,  till  To-morrow, 
half  past  Ten  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  15/A  June  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS.  [Lords.] 
(Standing  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  complied  with.) 
Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills — That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : 

CLYDE  NAVIGATION  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Ordered — That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PPO VISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS.  [Lords.] 

(Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with.) 
Mr.  SPEAKElR  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills — That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. : 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIGNAL  ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Ordered— That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 

BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

GODALMING   CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL.  (By  Order.) 

Aa  amended,  considered. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  I 
beg  to  move  to  leave  out  Sub  section  8  of 
Clause  54,  and  insert — 

"  (8)  And  any  balance  remaining  in  any  year 
shall  be  divided  between  the  area  of  the 
borough  and  the  area  outside  the  borough 
within  the  water  limits  in  the  proportion  of 
the  water  rents  collected  from  each'  of  those 
two  areas  during  each  year.  The  proportion 
belonging  to  the  outside  area  shall  be  applied 
in  reduction  of  the  water  rents  of  the  outside 
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area,  and  the  proportion  belonging  to  the  area  I 
of  the  lwrough  shall  be  applied  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Corporation  either  in  reduction  of  the  ' 
water  rents  within  the  area  of  the  borough  or  ' 
carried  to  the  general  district  fund." 

I  have  to  explain  to  the  House  tho  reason  ' 
why  I  move  to  insert  this  sub -section. 
The  position  is  as  follows.  The  Godalming 
Corporation  propose  to  acquire  the  water- 1 
works  which  supply  not  merely  the ' 
Borough  of  Godalming  but  also  certain 
districts  outside,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 1 
there  will  be  a  considerable  deficit  in  the 
first  few  years,  which  it  is  proposed  to  j 
meet  by  a  rate  of  7£d.  in  the  £  in  the  | 
Borough  of  Godalming.  The  Committee  i 
which  considered  the  Bill  made  various  . 
conditions  regarding  the  price  of  water, 
and  also  the  manner  in  which  any  profit 
accruing  from  the  undertaking  was  to  be 
divided.  As  regards  the  price  of  water, 
the  Committee  very  considerably  re- 
duced the  price  the  Corporation 
could  charge  as  compared  with  that 
the  Water  Company  which  they 
were  purchasing  was  entitled  to  charge, 
and  a  much  lower  maximum  was  fixed. 
The  Committee  also  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  the  money  borrowed 
for  the  undertaking,  and  for  the  re- 
organisation of  the  capital,  as  well  as  for 
the  recoupment  of  any  rate  that  might  be 
raised,  and  for  a  small  reserve  fund  if 
necessary.  Having  done  all  that,  the 
Committee  put  in  a  clause  by  which  all 
the  profits  subsequent  to  the  payment 
practically  of  the  actual  expenses,  and  the 
repayment  of  the  rate  in  aid,  should  go 
equally  to  all  water  consumers  in  the 
form  of  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  water. 
The  Corporation  of  Godalming  objected 
to  that  clause,  because,  although  they 
were  providing  the  whole  of  the 
necessary  funds,  and  were  taking  the 
risk  of  losing  the  money  to  be 
raised  as  a  rate  in  aid,  which  in  the  first 
year  would  amount  to  £1,200,  and  which 
would  probably  continue  for  several 
years,  the  outside  districts,  which  did  not 
risk  any  money  on  tho  undertaking  at 
all,  would  equally  share  in  the  advan- 
tages. The  Corporation  felt  that  that 
would  be  a  very  hard  position  to  be  placed 
in,  and  it  was  a  position  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  found  to  be  entirely 
without  precedent.  Therefore  there  was 
a  strong  demand  that  the  clause  should 
be  expunged  from  the  Bill.  Two  days 
the  House  consented  to  allow  the 
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terval a  compromise  has  been  effected 
on  the  following  terms:  that  the 
profits,  should  any  accrue  from  the 
undertaking,  be  divided  into  two 
parts,  of  which  one  goes  to  the  Borough 
of  Godalming  and  tho  other  to  the  outside 
consumers  of  water  in  the  proportion  of 
tho  water  rents  collected  from  each  of 
those  two  areas  during  any  one  year.  The 
outside  consumers  will  receive  their 
share  in  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  water, 
and  the  Corporation  will  be  able  to  apply 
their  share  to  the  reduction  of  the  general 
rate  or  of  the  price  of  water.  That  is  to 
say,  part  of  the  benefit  is  to  be  confined 
exclusively  to  those  inside  the  borough, 
and  may  be  shared  by  those  who  do  not 
take  the  water,  although  they  may  have 
subscribed  to  the  rate  in  aid.  It  is  a 
very  fair  compromise.  I  understand  it  is 
acceptable  to  the  Committee  which 
considered  the  Bill.  It  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Borough  of  Godalming, 
and  it  has  been  laid  before  those  outside 
the  borough  who  had  previously  been  in 
opposition  to  the  Bill,  and  we  have  not 
had  any  notice  that  they  object.  I  think 
the  compromise  will  be  found  useful  in 
future  cases  as  a  precedent.  It  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  commends  itself,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  to  the  authorities  of  the  House. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  54,  page  28,  to  leave  out  sub- 
section (8),  and  insert :  1  (8)  And  any  balance 
remaining  in  any  year  shall  be  divided  between 
the  area  of  the  borough  and  the  area  outside 
the  borough  within  the  water  limits  in  the 
proportion  of  the  water  rente  collected  from 
each  of  those  two  areas  during  each  year. 
The  proportion  belonging  to  the  outside  area 
shall  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the  water 
rents  of  the  outside  area,  and  the  proportion 
belonging  to  the  area  of  the  borough  shall  be 
applied  at  the  discretion  of  the  Corporation 
either  in  redaction  of  the  water  rente  within 
the  area  of  the  borough  or  carried  to  the 
general  district  fund.'  "—{Mr.  Brodrkk.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  Subsection  (8)  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.): 
As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  which  had 
the  audacity  to  introduce  the  precedent, 
perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  the 
Committee  have  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  this  Amendment.  But  I  should 
like  to  explain  that  the  Committee  does 
not  think  it  fair  that  any  profit  that 
might  result  from  the  undertaking  should 
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be  used  for  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
gas  or  the  building  of  a  town  hall  solely 
for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
town  of  Godalming.  We  therefore  put 
in  a  clause  that  those  outside  the  borough 
should  not  be  charged  a  higher  rate  than 
those  within  the  borough,  and  with  the 
additional  clause  now  introduced  they 
will  be  amply  protected.  We  also  thought 
it  our  duty  to  protect  the  municipality 
of  Godalming  from  itself,  because  I  have 
known  cities  in  the  North  where  the  profit 
from  gas  and  water  was  invested  in  a 
large  municipal  hotel,  which  cost  a  great 
deal  of  money  which  the  gas  and 
water  consumers  should  have,  but  which 
was  expended  on  an  undertaking 
which  had  practically  no  result.  We  did 
not  wish  in  any  way  to  be  hard  on  the 
Corporation.  My  right  hon.  friend  has 
put  forward  a  very  strong  case,  but  he 
omitted  one  fact,  and  that  is  that  the 
Corporation  had  one  or  two  heavy 
responsibilities  when  they  bought  the 
company  up.  The  decision  was  given  in 
a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  concession, 
and  some  of  the  onerous  responsibilities 
which  would  have  been  laid  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  Corporation  have  been 
relaxed  or  entirely  removed.  With  a 
hope  that  the  Corporation  will  make  a 
profit  which  will  go  to  the  reduction  of 
the  rates,  I  will  support  the  amendment. 

*Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  I  am  glad  the  parties  have 
come  together  and  have  agreed  on  this 
matter.  It  only  remains  for  me 
to  give  the  arrangement  my  blessing.  If 
the  matter  had  to  be  discussed,  I  think 
on  the  whole  I  should  have  supported 
the  view  of  the  Committee.  They  have 
considered  this  matter  very  carefully,  not 
once  or  twice,  but  three  times  ;  and 
though  it  may  be  said  that  they  inserted  a 
new  principle  in  the  Bill,  I  consider 
that  where  a  Committee  has  given  so 
much  attention  to  the  matter,  and  has 
thoroughly  grasped  all  the  facts  and 
arguments,  the  House  ought  to  sup- 
port its  decision.  I  think  that  the  agree- 
ment which  has  been  arrived  at  is  a  very 
fair  one,  and  I  heartily  support  it. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question — 

"  That  those  words  be  here  inserted," 
put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 


DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  207  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Third  Reading 
of  the  Dublin  Corporation  Bill  be  taken 
To-morrow,  though  opposed. — {Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy.) 

BRADFORD  TRAMWAYS  AND 
IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

AIRDRIE  AND  COATBRIDGE  WATER 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Harrow 
Weald)  Provisional  Order  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  (Pensions)  Bill, 

Lisburn  Urban  District  Council  Bill 
(changed  from  "  Lisburn  Town  Com- 
missioners Bill "),  with  Amendments. 

Amendments  to  Dumbarton  Burgh 
Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
under  tho  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882 
nnd  1888,  relating  to  Camborne,  Dukin- 
ficld,  Fenton,  linchley,  Shipley,  and 
Swinton."  [Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  10)  Bill.  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  for 
authorising  the  Buenos  Ayres  and  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  Limited,  to  prepare 
and  carry  into  effect  a  scheme  or  schemes 
of  arrangement  with  their  shareholders, 
or  with  any  class  or  classes  of  share- 
holders ;  and  to  increase  and  consolidate 
its  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Buenos  Ayres  and  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany Bill.  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to 
give  effect  to  a  compromise  of  opposing 
claims  affecting  certain  estates  of  the  late 
Sir  James  Cockburn,  7th  Baronet,  de- 
ceased, situate  in  the  counties  of  Pem- 
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broke,  Cardigan,  and  Carmarthen,  and  in 
the  city  and  county  of  London."  [Yorke 
Estate  Bill.  [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time ;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  235.] 

BUENOS  AYRES  AND  PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY  BILL.  [Lord*.] 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


PETITIONS. 

COMPANIES  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Redhill  and  Reigate, 
against ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour ;— From  Montrose ; 
— and  Arbroath ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1846. 

Petition  from  Arbroath,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC 

FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,— of  .Reports  on  the 
State  of  the  Markets  for  Scottish-cured 
Herrings  on  the  Continent,  and  in  the 
United  States  of  America  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2287  to  2289  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
Nos.  504  and  505  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 

MOUNTAIN  ARTILLERY. 
Mr.  PRETYMAN   (Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Undersecre- 


tary of  State  for  War  whether,  now  that 
it  has  been  definitely  laid  down  that  the 
Mountain  Artillery  forms  part  of  the 
Royal  Garrison  Artillery  it  is  intended 
that  officers  serving  in  mountain  batteries 
should  draw  armament  pay  in  the  same 
way  as  other  officers  of  the  Garrison 
Artillery. 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  The  officers  of  the  Mountain 
Artillery  will  have  no  armament  under 
their  charge,  and  it  is  not  therefore  pro- 
posed to  give  them  any  armament  pay. 

ROYAL  ARSENAL,  WOOLWICH. 

Mr,  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  if  he  will  state 
how  many  men  have  been  dismissed  or 
suspended  from  employment  at  the  Royal 
Arsenal,  Woolwich,  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  the  reason  for  their  dismissal,  and 
the  number  of  hours  worked  overtime 
during  the  same  period. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  same 
as  that  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Battersea  on  the  20th  March, 
and  I  can  only  repeat  the  answer  I  then 
gave : 

"  Before  men  are  finally  discharged  on 
reduction  the  authorities  at  the  Arsenal  are 
instructed  to  ascertain  whether  men  of  the 
same  trade  are  likely  to  be  required  within  a 
reasonable  time  in  other  departments.  The 
employment  of  men  on  work  in  another  de- 
partment is  not  at  all  times  possible.  The 
space  and  machines  in  the  workshops  can  only 
accommodate  a  certain  number  of  men." 

The  number  of  men  discharged  during 
the  period  referred  to  in  the  question  is 
1,316,  and  of  the  men  suspended  2,677; 
but  it  would  not  be  possible  to  state  the 
number  of  hours  worked  overtime  during 
the  same  period  without  elaborate  cal- 
culations, which  it  would  require  con- 
siderable time  and  labour  to  complete. 

RIOTS  IN  MADRAS  PRESIDENCY. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  has  received  any  official  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  riots  which  took 
place  in  the  Tinnevelli  district  of  Madras 
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same  to  the  House;  whether  he  has 
received  any  confirmation  of  the  state- 
ment that  100  murders  have  been  com- 
mitted and  whole  villages  sacked;  and 
what  steps  are  taken  to  quell  the  dis- 
turbances. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  In  reply  to  my  hon.  friend's 
question  I  will  read  the  telegram  which  I 
have  to-day  received  from  the  Governor 
of  Madras — 

"TinneveUi  riots  due  to  dispate  between 
Shanars  on  the  one  hand  and  Maravars  on  the 
other,  regarding  religious  privileges  of  Shanars. 
Serious  riots  6th  June,  at  SivakasL  Ten 
Shanars  and  ten  Maravars  killed,  numerous 
houses  burnt  Disturbance  spread  to  Madura 
District  to  some  extent,  and  serious  riot  re- 
ported from  Shencottah  in  Travancore. 
Seventy  persons  wounded.  Six  companies  of 
native  troops  called  out.  European  magis- 
tracy and  police  strengthened.  Active  steps 
being  taken  to  quell  disturbances  and  punish 
rioters." 

I  may  add  that  the  Shanars  and  Maravars 
are  castes  of  low  social  position,  whose 
occupations  and  manner  of  life  are  such 
as  might  readily  lead  to  rioting  and 
fighting.  A  similar  encounter  took 
place  between  the  same  two  castes  about 
four  years  ago. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Will  the 
noble  Lord,  in  view  of  what  took  place  at 
Omdurman  the  other  dav,  consider  the 
desirability  of  levelling  the  temples  and 
digging  up  the  remains  of  the  saints  


•Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order. 

THE  FRANCHISE  IN  INDIA. 
Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN 
(Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  what  are  the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  franchise  is  exer- 
cised by  the  inhabitants  of  the  French 
possessions  in  India,  and  how  do  these 
conditions  compare  with  those  affecting 
the  inhabitants  of  British  India, 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  no 
information  as  to  the  conditions  under 
which  the  franchise  is  exercised  by  the  | 
inhabitants  of  the  French  possessions  in 
India,  the  size  and  nature  of  which  are 
such  that  any  comparison  of  the  kind 
suggested  in  the  question  would  be 
altogether  misleading. 

Sir  WM.  WEDDERBURN  :  Does 
the   noble  Lord   think   the  franchise 


cannot  safely  be  entrusted  to  British 
Indians  ? 

•Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order.  That 
is  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  does  not  arise 
out  of  the  answer. 

BOMBAY  CIVIL   AND  CRIMINAL 
PROCEDURE. 

Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  will  grant  a  Return  for 
the  last  three  years  showing  the  number 
and  nature  of  the  civil  and  criminal  ap- 
peals from  the  decisions  of  Political  Offi- 
cers in  native  states  disposed  of  by  the 
Bombay  Government ;  whether  he  will 
state  what  is  the  procedure  followed  in 
the  trial  of  these  appeals ;  whether  the 
parties  have  an  opportunity  of  beine 
heard  in  person  or  by  counsel;  and 
whether  any  member  of  the  Bombay 
Government  is  a  trained  judicial  officer 
qualified  to  dispose  of  capital  and  other 
cases  as  a  final  Court  of  Appeal. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  Return 
for  which  the  hon.  Member  asks  cannot 
be  supplied  from  information  in  this 
country,  but  I  will  communicate  with  the 
Government  of  Bombay  on  the  subject. 
In  the  case  to  which  he  refers,  whether 
civil  or  criminal,  the  parties  are  heard 
either  in  person  or  by  counsel  in  the  Politi- 
cal Courts  of  first  instance,  and  again  in 
the  Political  Courts  of  Appeal  In  cases 
where  the  decisions  of  these  courts  are 
further  reviewed  by  the  Government  of 
Bombay,  the  appeals  and  rejoinders  may 
be,  and  generally  are,  prepared  by  counsel 
and  submitted  in  writing;  and  if  it  is 
found  necessary  that  any  issue  should  be 
argued  by  the  parties  in  person  or  by 
counsel,  the  case  is  remanded  to  the  local 
Court  of  Appeal  for  the  purpose ;  but 
parties  and  counsel  do  not  appear  before 
the  Governor  in  Council.  The  Govern- 
ment of  Bombay  includes  one  member 
who  has  held  high  office,  political  and 
judicial,  in  Kathiawar ;  but  it  considers 
these  matters  as  a  Government,  with  the 
assistance  of  its  legal  advisers  and  its 
judicial  department,  and  does  not  depend 
exclusively  upon  such  legal  or  judicial 
training  as  may  be  possessed  by  any  of 
its  members. 

COOPERS   HILL  COLLEGE. 

Sir  SEYMOUR  KING  (Hull,  Cen- 
tral) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  aD(" 
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Bent  to  India  approving  special  terms  of 
retirement  for  certain  service  officers  of 
the  Indian  Public  Works  Department, 
from  Coopers  Hill ;  and  whether,  for  the 
convenience  of  those  concerned,  the  terms 
may  now  be  published. 

*Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  A  despatch  on 
the  subject  of  the  terms  of  retirement  to 
be  offered  to  certain  officers  of  the  Indian 
Public  Works  Department,  who  were  re- 
cruited from  Coopers  Hill  College  in  the 
years  1874,  1875,  and  1876,  has  been 
addressed  to  the  Government  of  India, 
but  has  not  yet  reached  them.  As  soon 
as  they  have  received  it  I  understand  that 
they  will  take  steps  to  make  its  contents 
known  to  the  local  Governments  for  such 
action  as  they  may  consider  desirable. 

THE   ARMENIAN   ARCHBISHOP  AND 
BISHOPS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  represent  to  the  Sultan 
the  injury  done  to  the  Armenian  arch- 
bishop and  bishops,  who  are  forcibly  de- 
tained in  the  monastery  of  St.  James  at 
Jerusalem  without  trial,  and  without 
knowing  for  what  offences  they  have  been 
exiled  from  their  dioceses ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  those  prelates  are  men  of 
high  character,  the  Secretary  of  State 
will  communicate  on  the  subject  with  the 
Powers  which  are  parties  to  Articles  61 
and  62  of  the  Berlin  Treaty. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey, 
Guildford) :  It  appears  from  a  despatch 
received  from  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador 
at  Constantinople  that  the  prelates  in 
question  are  allowed  the  same  liberty  as 
the  other  inmates  of  the  monastery,  and 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  are  subjected  to  any  special  treat- 
ment apart  from  the  punishment  of  not 
being  allowed  to  leave  their  present  place 
of  residence.  His  Excellency  understands 
that  an  annual  stipend  is  paid  to  them  by 
the  Imperial  Government  through  the 
Armenian  patriarchate  at  Constantinople. 
In  these  circumstances  Her  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
special  representation  to  the  Sultan  on 
the  subject. 

TURKISH  LOAN  OF  1855. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 


when  he  expects  to  be  able  to  communi- 
cate to  the  House  the  papers  connected 
with  the  concession  of  the  Turkish  loan 
of  1855. 

I  *Mr.  BRODRICK :  No  decision  has 
been  come  to  on  this  question,  and  I  fear 
I  cannot  indicate  any  date  for  laying 
Papers. 

THE  ANSAHS,  OF  ASHANTI. 
Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland. 
Tyneside)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  with  reference  to 
the  petition  of  John  Ansah  and  Albert 
Ossoo  Ansah,  princes  of  the  late  kingdom 
of  Ashanti,  presented  to  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  setting 
forth  their  grievances,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  they  rendered  material  assist- 
ance to  the  late  Ashanti  Expedition  in 
advising  the  King  of  Ashanti  to  submit 
without  resistance  to  the  English  forces  ; 
that  they  were  arrested  and  charged  with 
forgery,  and  were  tried  and  acquitted  of 
those  charges,  but  nevertheless  their 
property  and  effects  were  seized  and 
carried  away,  and  whether  the  house  of 
one  of  them  at  Coomassie  was  levelled  to 
the  ground  by  order  of  the  English 
authorities ;  and  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  compensate 
the  Ansahs  for  any  damage  done  them, 
and  whether  they  or  any  one  of  them  will 
be  allowed  to  resume  the  possession  of 
any  property  which  they  or  he  may  have 
owned  or  possessed,  before  the  conquest 
of  Ashanti,  within  the  confines  of  that 
kingdom. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fur 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  advice  which  was  given  by 
the  Messrs.  Ansah  to  the  King  of 
Ashanti.  It  is  true  that  they  were  tried 
on  a  charge  of  forging  their  credential--, 
and  acquitted ;  but  Her  Majesty's 
Government  refused  to  entertain  their 
claim  for  compensation,  because,  while  not 
impugning  the  verdict,  they  considered 
that  there  was  a  case  for  trial  and  did 
not  find  that  any  suggestion  to  the  con- 
trary was  made  when  the  trial  took 
place.  The  property  found  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  John  Ansah  at  Coomassie  was 
taken  possession  of  by  the  police  and 
handed  over  to  their  counsel,  Mr.  T. 
Hutton  Mills,  after  the  trial.  No  house 
was  destroyed  in  connection  with  this 
case,  but  after  their  arrest  certain  native 
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huts  were  removed  in  order  to  clear  the 
ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort  at 
Uoomassie,  and  I  will  inquire  whether 
their  house  was  one  of  them.  Upon  the 
question  whether  they  can  now  be 
allowed  to  return  to  Coomassie  I  will 
consult  the  Governor  of  the  Gold  Coast. 
I  do  not  know  what  property,  if  any, 
they  possess  in  Ashanti. 

WEST   AFRICAN   LIQUOR  TRAFFIC. 

Mr.  W.  F.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool, 
Abercromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
authorities  for  the  Niger  Coast  Protec- 
torate and  other  West  African  posses- 
sions of  the  Crown  have  issued  notifica- 
tions of  an  additional  taxation  to  be 
placed  upon  spirits ;  and  whether  in  the 
case  of  all  these  colonies  the  import 
duties  upon  spirits  were  already  higher 
in  the  British  territories  than  in  the 
adjacent  territories  under  the  French 
and  German  flag ;  and  if  so,  whether  he 
can  state  what  will  be  the  amount  of  such 
increase,  and  the  duty  on  spirits  in  future 
to  be  levied  in  the  British  colonies  as 
compared  with  similar  duties  levied  in  the 
French  and  German  territories. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The 
recently  signed  Convention  provides  for 
a  minimum  duty  of  about  3s.  per  proof 
gallon  throughout  the  Liquor  Zone,  with 
an  exception  in  the  case  of  Dahomey  and 
Togoland,  where  the  duty  will  be  about 
28.  6d.  per  proof  gallon.  The  duties  in 
Lagos  and  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate 
were  recently  raised,  in  anticipation  of  an 
increase  of  the  general  minimum,  to  3s. 

Cir  proof  gallon.  The  duties  in  Sierra 
eone  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Gold 
Coast  were  already  3s.  and  4s.  6d.  per 
proof  gallon  respectively.  In  the  case  of 
Sierra  Leone,  Gold  Coast,  and  Lagos,  the 
duties  were  already  higher  than  in  the 
adjacent  territories  under  the  French 
flag.  There  is  a  Customs  Union  between 
the  Gold  Coast  District  east  of  the  Volta 
and  the  adjacent  German  possession  of 
Togoland,  so  that  in  this  case  the  duties 
are  the  same.  In  the  case  of  the  Niger 
Coast  Protectorate  the  duty  was  less  than 
in  the  adjoining  German  possession  of 
the  Cameroons.  The  duties  in  all  the 
possessions  within  the  Liquor  Zone, 
whether  French,  German,  or  English, 
cannot,  of  course,  fall  below  the  minima 
fixed  by  the  Convention,  but  the  Con- 
vention empowers  any  of  the  Govern 


ments  interested  to  raise  their  duties 
above  those  minima,  if  they  so  desire ; 
and  it  is  therefore  impossible  at  present 
to  answer  the  latter  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question. 

FALSE  TRANSVAAL  REPORTS. 
Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  cablegram 
|  from  Cape  Town  stating  that  there  was  a 
report  that  he  was  conferring  with  Mr. 
Rhodes,  and  that  this  has  astounded  the 
local  community,  affecting  Dutch  opinion 
deplorably ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Cape  Town  has 
recently,  by  a  large  majority,  refused  an 
address  of  welcome  to  Mr.  Rhodes  ;  and, 
whether,  in  order  to  allay  the  suspicions 
that  appear  to  exist  in  South  Africa,  and 
to  prevent  all  possible  misconstruction,  he 
will  refrain  from  all  interviews  with  Mr. 
Cecil  Rhodes. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am 
obliged  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  giving 
me  an  opportunity  to  contradict  this  false- 
hood. My  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
cablegram  referred  to,  and  I  have 
authorised  Sir  Alfred  Milner  to  state 
that  I  have  had  no  communication  with 
Mr.  Rhodes  on  Transvaal  affairs  since 
1896.  I  may  take  this  opportunity  to 
warn  the  House  against  believing  without 
confirmation  any  of  the  numerous  state- 
ments which  at  a  time  like  the  present  are 
invented  and  circulated  for  obvious  pur- 
poses. Perhaps,  Sir,  in  connection  with 
that,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I 
observed  in  the  newspapers  two  or  three 
days  ago  a  statement  that  has  been  re- 
peated in  the  evening  newspapers  to- 
night, with  a  breadth  of  detail,  as  to  my 
having  made  arrangements  to  leave  this 
country.  The  newspapers  have  been 
misinformed.  There  is  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  any  one  of  the  statements  that 
have  been  made.  I  have  not  engaged 
carriages  either  in  this  country  or  in 
France,  and  I  have  no  intention  whatever 
of  leaving  this  country  at  the  present 
time. 

"  ANTI  BRITISH "  PROPAGANDA. 

Sir  ELLIS  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
confirmation  of  the  statement  that  the 
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Boer  Government  have  spent  considerable 
sums  of  money  upon  an  anti-British 
propaganda  in  Cape  Colony. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Before  this  question  is  answered  I 
should  like  to  draw  attention  to  a  matter 
of  form.  I  submit  that  this  question  is 
grossly  out  of  order.  The  observation 
"  Anti-British  propaganda  "  is  an  argu- 
mentative expression.  It  is  a  mere 
matter  of  opinion,  and  as  such  the 
question  cannot  be  asked.  It  is  like 
saying  "  Anti-Boer  propaganda.'* 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  do  no  see  how  it 
could  be  put  otherwise. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have  no 
information  which  I  can  give  to  the 
House. 

SHUNTING  FATALITY  ON  THE 
CHATHAM   AND    DOVER  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Coroner  Troutbeck,  in  an  inquiry  into  the 
death  of  Frederiok  Goodacre,  a  shunter  in 
the  employ  of  the  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railway  Company,  in  which  he  com- 
mented adversely  upon  the  darkness  of  the 
shunting  yard  and  the  practice  of  work- 
ing shunters  overtime,  and  whether  he 
has  instructed  one  of  the  sub-inspectors 
to  inquire  into  this  fatality. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
Yes,  Sir,  an  inquiry  will  be  ordered  into 
the  case.  There  is  some  discrepancy 
about  the  name  of  the  deceased,  but  we 
are  in  communication  with  the  railway 
company  on  the  subject. 

BEER  MATERIALS  COMMITTEE. 
Sir  CUTHBERT  QUILTER  (Suffolk, 
Sudbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in  conformity 
with  the  suggestion  contained  in  the 
Majority  Report  and  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  Minority  Report  of  the 
Beer  Materials  Committee,  he  will  direct 
the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  to 
require  brewers  for  sale  to  make  separate 
entry,  after  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  of  all  substitutes  for  hops  used, 
describing  accurately  the  nature  of  such 
substitutes ;  and  whether  he  will  further 


direct  the  Commissioners  to  alter  the  form 
of  the  published  return  relating  to 
brewers'  licences,  so  as  to  disclose  the 
quantities  of  malt,  substitutes  for  malt, 
or  unmalted  grain,  and  of  hops  or  substi- 
tutes for  hops  used  by  each  individual 
brewer. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee, wttile  they  mentioned  that  hops 
and  hop  substitutes  might  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  separate  entry,  expressed  their 
opinion  that  no  deleterious  substitutes 
were  in  fact  used,  and  that  compulsory 
declaration  of  the  use  of  substitutes  would 
serve  no  useful  end.  Legislation  would 
be  necessary  to  compel  brewers  to  make 
such  entries,  and,  in  view  of  the  Com- 
mittee's opinion,  I  have  not  seen  my  way 
to  propose  it.  The  suggestion  in  the 
second  paragraph  was  also  considered  by 
the  Committee,  but  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  was  that  it  would  involve  in- 
quisitorial interference  with  business  and 
a  departure  from  that  reticence  as  to 
individuals  which  is  an  essential  feature 
of  our  revenue  system. 

Sir  CUTHBERT  QUILTER:  Seeing 
that  this  information  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
large  number  of  public  servants,  can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  any  reason 
why  it  should  be  withheld  from  Members 
of  this  House  t 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  in  the  hands  of  a  large 
number  of  public  servants. 

METROPOLITAN    STREET  OBSTRUC- 
TIONS. 1 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverford  West) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  dismissal  by  the  presiding 
magistrate  at  Marylebone  Police  Court, 
on  the  16th  May,  1899,  of  two  summonses 
against  carmen  for  permitting  their  vans 
to  stand  on  the  roadway  longer  than  was 
necessary  for  loading  or  unloading,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  too  trivial,  and 
that  such  petty  prosecutions  were  an 
abuse  of  the  statute ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  practice  of  obstructing  the  traffic 
by  leaving  large  vans  often  in  two  ranks 
in  the  streets,  with  the  horses  feeding, 
j  and  often  without  anyone  in  charge,  for  a 
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considerable  time,  is  causing  both  a  serious 
obstruction  and  a  serious  danger;  and 
whether,  in  the  Bill,  for  regulating  the 
traffic  of  the  metropolis,  he  will  insert 
such  provisions  as  will  enable  the  police 
to  prevent  such  obstructions,  and  will 
make  the  enactment  so  clear  that  magis- 
trates cannot  refuse  to  convict. 

•The  UNDER  SECRETARY  for  the 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings, 
Birmingham,  Bordesley) :  The  answer  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  police  possess  power  to  deal  with — 
and  they  do  deal  with — cases  of  obstruc- 
tion arising  from  vans,  &c,  standing 
longer  than  may  be  necessary  for 
loading  or  unloading,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  is  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  obstruction  or  danger  arising 
from  the  source  indicated  is  unduly  in 
excess  of  what  must  inevitably  arise  from 
the  commercial  needs  of  the  metropolis. 
The  Secretary  of  State  does  not  think  it 
will  be  necessary  to  introduce  any  further 
provisions  for  the  purpose  suggested  into 
the  BUI  now  before  the  House. 

NATURALISATION  CERTIFICATES. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  the  obtaining  of  a 
certificate  of  naturalisation  from  a  Prin- 
cipal Secretary  of  State  as  a  British 
subject  by  an  alien  is  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  becoming  a  naturalised  British 
subject,  although  the  applicant  for 
naturalisation  may  have  resided  in  the 
United  Kingdom  or  served  under  the 
Crown  the  period  which  may  render  him 
qualified  for  naturalisation  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Naturalisation  Act  of  1870 ; 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  can  give 
or  withhold  the  certificate  of  naturalisa- 
tion at  his  discretion;  whether,  in  the 
event  of  refusal  to  grant  the  certificate, 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  obliged  to  state 
the  grounds  of  refusal ;  and  is  there  any, 
and,  if  so,  what  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  refusing  to 
grant  the  certificate  of  naturalisation  as  a 
British  subject  to  an  alien  who  has  fulfilled 
the  statutory  conditions  qualifying  him 
for  naturalisation. 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  The  answers 
to  all  the  hon.  Member's  questions  may 
be  put  together  shortly  as  follows  : 
An  alien  who  is  a  male  and  of  full 
age    can   only   become  a  naturalised 


British  subject  in  the  United  King- 
dom under  the  provisions  of  a  Per- 
sonal Act  of  Parliament,  or  by  reoeiving 
a  certificate  from  a  Secretary  of  State. 
Such  certificates  may  be  given  or  refused 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  at  his  discre- 
tion, without  reasons  assigned  and  without 
appeal. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  JUDGES. 

Mr.  CHARLES  McARTHUR  (Liver- 
pool, Exchange) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  whether  Sir  Arthur 
Charles  has  been  appointed  Dean  of 
Arches ;  if  so,  whether  the  appointment 
has  been  made  under  the  Public  Worship 
Regulation  Act,  and  approved  by  the 
Crown,  as  required  by  that  Act,  also  when 
such  approval  was  signified ;  if  the  appoint- 
ment has  been  made  otherwise  than  under 
the  Public  Worship  Regulation  Act,  and 
under  what  law  and  by  whose  authority 
it  has  been  made. 

*Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS :  It  has  been 
decided  to  appoint  Sir  Arthur  Charles  to 
be  a  Judge  of  the  Provincial  Courts  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  pursuant  to  the 
Public  Worship  Regulation  Act,  1874, 
Section  7  ;  and  the  necessary  formal  steps 
for  the  making  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Archbishops,  and  its  approval  and  ratifi- 
cation by  the  Crown,  are  now  being 
carried  out.  A  Dean  of  Arches  is  not 
now  appointed. 

BRITISH  ARTISTS   AND  THE  PARIS 
EXHIBITION. 

Mr  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury what  amount  of  space  has  been 
allotted  to  the  exhibition  of  the  works  of 
British  artists,  past  and  living,  at  the 
forthcoming  Paris  Exhibition  ;  and  what 
proportion  will  be  appropriated  to  works 
of  art  produced  since  the  last  Paris 
Exhibition,  thus  securing  the  primary 
object  of  such  periodical  exhibitions — 
viz.,  the  illustration  of  the  progress  of 
contemporary  art. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton): The  space  allotted  in  the  Paris 
Exhibition  for  British  works  of  art 
executed  since  the  1st  May,  1889,  consists 
of  three  rooms  and  part  of  a  corridor  in 
the  new  Palace  of  Fine  Art.  These 
rooms  afford  466  foot  run  of  wall  space 
available  for  hanging  paintings,  drawings, 
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etc.  Sculpture  of  all  nationalities  will  be 
distributed  throughout  the  building  at 
the  discretion  of  the  French  authorities. 
Works  of  art  may  also  be  exhibited  in 
the  British  Pavilion  on  the  Quai  d'Orsay, 
but  the  Royal  Commission  have  decided 
to  reserve  this  building  mainly  for  the 
display  of  works  by  old  masters  of  the 
British  School. 

ASSISTANTS  TO  SUB-POSTMASTERS. 

Mr.  STEADMAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster-General,  if  there  is 
any  rule  or  regulation  preventing  a  rural 
postman  performing  part  of  the  official 
duties  of  a  sub-postmaster,  provided  that 
the  work  so  performed  is  checked  or 
supervised  by  the  sub-postmaster. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  There  is  no  regula- 
tion on  the  point  referred  to ;  but  it  is 
thought  undesirable  that  a  rural  postman 
should  perform  any  duties  in  the  office  of  I 
a  sub-postmaster,  and  there  are  not  many  j 
cases  in  which  a  rural  postman  would 
have  sufficient  time  at  his  disposal  to 
admit  of  his  giving  useful  service  as  an 
assistant  in  a  sub-office. 

CENTRAL  TELEGRAPH  STAFF, 
LONDON. 

*  Mr.  M'GHEE  (Louth,  S.) :  Ij 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  i 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master-General, whether  he  has  received 
a  petition  with  reference  to  permanent 
duties  from  noon  till  8  p.m.,  forwarded 
to  him  in  February  last  by  a  section  of 
the  telegraph  staff  of  the  Central  Office, 
London ;  whether  an  elected  committee 
of  the  staff  also  petitioned  him  with 
reference  to  the  Christmas  holidays  of 
1898;  and  whether  replies  can  now  be 
communicated  to  the  staff. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  petition  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question  was  duly  received, 
and  an  endeavour  has  been  made  to  comply 
with  it,  but  at  present  the  circumstances 
do  not  admit  of  this  being  done.  The 
hours  complained  of  can,  however,  scarcely 
be  regarded  as  irksome,  and  the  Post- 
master-General does  not  consider  that 
any  hardship  will  be  involved  if  they 
have  to  be  maintained  for  a  time.  A 
petition  with  reference  to  the  Christmas 
holidays  of  1898  was  also  received,  and  a 
reply  was  given  on  the  20th  December, 


that  when  the  state  of  the  work  enabled 
any  portion  of  the  staff  to  be  released  in 
either  Christmas  week,  or  in  the  succeed- 
ing week,  without  additional  expense  or 
inconvenience  to  the  public,  this  should 
be  done ;  and  effect  was  given  to  this 
decision  as  far  as  possible. 

IRELAND— THE  BAGOT  ESTATE. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  reference  to  the  Bagot  estate, 
which  took  place  in  the  Dublin  Courts  on 
26th  April;  whether  he  has  received 
copies  of  resolutions  passed  recently  at  a 
public  meeting  held  in  Ballymoe,  county 
Galway,  on  the  subsequent  Sunday ; 
whether  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
have  been  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of 
the  said  estate,  and  whether  subsequently 
Sir  Nicholas  R.  O'Conor,  British  Ambas- 
sador at  Constantinople,  intervened  as  a 
possible  purchaser;  whether  any  repre- 
sentations on  the  subject  have  been  or 
will  be  made  to  Sir  N.  R.  O'Conor,  with 
the  view  of  giving  to  the  people  the  ad- 
vantage arising  from  purchase  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  ;  and  whether 
that  Board  will  continue  its  negotiations 
to  secure  the  estate. 

*The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  /Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
Leeds,  Central) :  I  am  aware  of  the  pro- 
ceedings taken  by.  the  Congested  Dis- 
cricts  Board  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court 
respecting  this  estate.  The  jBoard  in- 
structed their  solicitor  to  negotiate  for 
the  purchase  of  portion  of  the  estate, 
and  he  appeared  oefore  the  Land  Judge 
in  reference  to  the  matter,  but  the  Land 
Judge  decided  to  accept  the  offer  of  Sir 
Nicholas  O'Conor.  The  replies  to  the 
fourth  and  fifth  paragraphs  are  in  the 
negative. 

IRISH  COUNTY  INFIRMARIES. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  give  a 
Return  showing  the  proportionate  number 
of  governors  and  members  of  county 
councils  prescribed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  manage  Irish  county  infir- 
maries, and  the  data  as  to  contribution 
and  property  on  which  the  respective 
numbers  were  determined ;  has  any,  and, 
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if  so,  what  reply  been  given  to  the  protest 
of  Queen's  County  Council  against  the 
representation  they  were  afforded;  and 
on  what  basis  was  this  representation 
arrived  at. 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Return 
indicated  in  the  question  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  as  soon  as  the 
respective  numbers  have  been  finally  de- 
cided. This  has  been  done  in  all  but  five 
cases,  with  respect  to  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  still  in  correspon- 
dence with  the  local  authorities.  Before 
finally  deciding  upon  the  number  of  re- 
presentatives to  be  elected  by  the  county 
council  and  the  governors,  a  provisional 
statement  was  sent  to  each  council  of  the 
proposal  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  the  views  of  the  council  were  invited. 
Where  the  representations  made  to  the 
Board  appeared  to  demand  consideration 
they  have  modified  their  original  proposal. 
In  the  case  of  Queen's  County,  the  Board 
have  added  five  members  to  the  number 
of  the  committee  formerly  fixed  to  be 
elected  by  the  County  Council.  The 
financial  particulars  were  in  each  case 
supplied  by  the  officers  of  the  board  of 
governors  and  secretaries  of  county 
councils;  but  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  do  not  audit  the  accounts  of  county 
infirmaries  they  have  no  means  of  check- 
ing the  particulars  furnished  by  the 
officers  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  he  hopes  to 
be  able  to  lay  this  Return  before  Thurs- 
day or  Friday  next,  when  it  is  proposed 
to  take  the  Irish  Estimates  t 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not  think 
it  advisable  to  lay  it  in  an  incomplete 
form ;  but  I  shall  be  happy,  if  it  is  not 
complete,  to  let  the  hon.  Member  see  any 
information  he  wishes. 

PENALTIES    FOR    CARRYING  FIRE- 
ARMS IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  what  is  the  result  of  his  promise 
to  inquire  into  the  breaches  of  the  law  of 
which  Thomas  Brady,  of  Ballinaglera, 
County  Leitrim,  has  been  three  times  con- 
victed, viz.  at  Carrick  Assizes,  5th  June, 
1898,  for  firing  at  the  person ;  at  Doura 
Petty  Sessions,  on  9th  November,  1898, 
and  12th  April,  1899,  for  carrying  arms 


without  an  Excise  licence ;  is  Brady  still 
in  possession  of  firearms  with  a  licence 
under  the  Arms  Act ;  and  is  it  the  in- 
tention of  the  authorities  to  treat  this 
recent  conviction  as  a  contravention  of 
his  recognisance  to  be  of  good  behaviour. 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Since  I  re- 
plied to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
previous  question  of  the  21st  February 
respecting  this  man,  he  has  been  prose- 
cuted at  the  suit  of  the  Excise  authori- 
ties for  carrying  a  gun  without  a  licence, 
and  has  been  fined  in  a  sum  of  £2  10s. 
Brady  is  not  in  possession  of  firearms, 
nor  has  he  a  licence  under  the  Peace 
Preservation  Act.  It  is  believed  that  the 
gun  which  he  used  on  the  occasions  men- 
tioned belonged  to  his  son,  who  has  a 
licence,  and  who  has  been  warned  by  the 
police  that  if  he  did  not  take  steps  to 
prevent  the  use  of  the  weapon  by  his 
father  the  question  of  revoking  his  licence 
would  have  to  be  considered.  The  facts 
of  the  case  have  been  fully  reported  upon 
to  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland,  who  has  advised  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  have  Brady  brought 
up  for  judgment. 

MR.  T.  M.  HEALY :  May  I  ask  whether 
carrying  arms  without  a  licence  is  not 
only  an  offence  against  the  Excise  but  also 
under  the  Arms  Act.  Why  was  not  this 
man  prosecuted  and  sent  to  gaol  for  three 
months,  as  the  Nationalists  were  ? 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  knows,  if  the  Excise  take  up 
a  case  it  is  not  always  necessary  to  take  it 
before  any  other  court. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  In  one  court  you 
get  a  fine,  and  the  other  imprisonment. 

THE   ROSSMORE  ESTATE. 

♦Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware 
that  an  eviction  party  from  the  Rossmore 
estate  office  at  Monaghan  attended  on 
Saturday,  the  3rd  instant,  at  the  town- 
land  of  Cormary,  near  Newbliss,  to  evict 
Francis  Finegan  and  his  sister  from  their 
farm ;  that  the  woman  Finegan,  who  was 
over  60  years  of  age,  was  lying  in  bed  ill 
when  the  bailiffs  arrived,  but  that  a 
doctor,  not  belonging  to  the  district, 
certified  that  she  was  quite  fit  to  be  re- 
,  moved,  and  that  Mj.  Jurng^jeving 
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officer,  when  he  reached  the  scene  with 
the  workhouse  ambulance,  refused  to 
remove  the  woman  unless  upon  the  cer- 
tificate of  Dr.  Henry,  the  medical  officer 
of  this  district ;  that  the  bailiffs  had  the 
greater  portion  of  the  furniture  and 
effects  thrown  out  upon  the  street  when 
Dr.  Henry  arrived,  and  that  Dr.  Henry 
forbade  any  further  action  by  the  bailiffs 
when  he  saw  the  condition  of  the  woman, 
who  died  the  following  day  or  the  day  after ; 
was  an  inquest  held,  seeing  that  her  end 
was  accelerated  by  the  action  of  the 
bailiffs ;  who  employed  the  doctor  who 
supplied  the  certificate  of  fitness  of 
removal ;  and  will  any  notice  be  taken 
of  this  case. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  facts  are 
generally  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph. 
Dr.  Henry  did  not  arrive  until  10.20  p.m., 
after  the  evicting  party  had  left.  The 
woman,  who  was  not  disturbed,  died  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th  inst.  No  inquest 
was  held ;  the  deceased  had  been  ailing 
for  the  past  twelve  months,  during  the 
last  two  of  which  she  was  confined  to 
bed.  The  medical  man  who  stated  she 
was  fit  for  removal  was  employed  by  the 
agent  to  the  landlord.  No  action  is  called 
for  in  the  case  on  the  part  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  MACALEESE :  Were  the  furni- 
ture and  other  effects  removed  1 

♦MR.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  furniture 
was  removed. 

IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
FINANCE. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tios  has  been  directed  to  resolutions 
passed  by  various  county  councils  in  Ire- 
land, including  the  county  councils  of 
Cork  and  Donegal,  directing  attention  to 
the  enormous  increase  of  labour  and  of 
expense  entailed  on  the  financial  depart- 
ments of  the  counties  under  the  new  rules 
of  the  Irish  Local  Government  Board  in 
connection  with  the  extra  duties  placed 
on  the  county  councils  by  reason  of  copy- 
ing rate  books  and  the  applotments  of  the 
poor  rate,  including  the  calculations 
necessary  consequent  on  each  special 
charge  being  applotted  separately ;  and 
whether  he,  as  head  of  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Board,  will  take  measures 


for  the  amendment  of  these  rules,  either 
by  legislation  or  otherwise. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  received  resolu- 
tions from  several  county  councils  on  the 
subject  mentioned  in  the  first  paragraph. 
In  drafting  the  County  Councils  Order, 
1899,  dealing  with  accounts,  every  care 
was  taken  to  minimise  the  labour  necessi- 
tated by  the  Local  Government  Act  in 
assessing  and  applotting  the  rates,  and  I 
do  not  think  these  accounts  could  be  sim- 
plified further.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  a  good  deal  of  the  labour  thrown  by 
the  Act  upon  county  councils  in  applot- 
ting the  rates  implies  a  corresponding 
relief  to  the  officers  of  unions.  The 
additional  copying  of  the  rate  books  is 
rendered  necessary  by  Section  96  of  the 
Act,  and  this  provision  merely  involves 
the  temporary  employment  of  a  few  addi- 
tional clerks. 

AGRICULTURAL  GRANT  TO  COUNTY 
DONEGAL. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Donegal  County  Council, 
requesting  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board  to  vary  their  certificate  under  Sec- 
tion 49  of  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Act,  and  allow  the  county  the  further 
sum  of  £1,100  78.  annually,  inasmuch  as 
the  sums  of  £787  17s.  lid.  and  of 
£912  168.  4d.,  received  by  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  County  of  Donegal  from  the 
sale  of  dog  licences,  and  the  sum  of  £600, 
received  from  the  Belfast  Bank  as  interest 
on  credit  balances  on  foot  of  such  Grand 
Jury's  account,  were  in  the  standard  year 
applied  by  the  Grand  Jury  in  aid  of  the 
county  cess  for  said  year,  and  were  not 
taken  into  account  in  calculating  the 
proportion  of  the  Agricultural  Grant  to 
which  the  county  was  entitled ;  and 
whether  he,  as  head  of  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Board,  will  take  steps  to 
secure  that  effect  be  given  to  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  A  copy  of 
the  resolution  referred  to  has  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  the  County  Council  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  sums  in  question  were 
duly  taken  into  account  by  the  Board 
before  they  made  their  certificate  under 
Section  49  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
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It  has  also  been  pointed  out  to  the  Com.- 
cil  that  these  sums  appear  in  the  audited 
abstracts  of  the  county  accounts,  which 
were  used  by  the  Board  in  making  the 
necessary  calculations. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  May  I  ask 
whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  so  cumbrous 
are  the  arrangements  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  with  regard  to  the  books  that 
forty  clerks  are  now  required  by  the  Cork 
County  Council  to  do  work  hitherto 
accomplished  by  two  clerks,  and  that  the 
County  Council  has  in  vain  protested  1 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  see 
how  that  arises  out  of  the  question. 

NEWCASTLE  WEST  (LIMERICK) 
CREAMERY. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  steps  will  be 
taken  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  Section  3  of 
the  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act, 
1890,  in  Newcastle  West,  county  Limerick, 
so  as  to  abate  the  nuisance  created  by  the 
washings  and  rancid  scourings  of  the  local 
creamery  pouring  into  the  main  sewer  of 
the  town,  which  is  hold  to  be  dangerous 
to  health. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  newly 
elected  Rural  District  Council  has  been 
urged  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
adopt  Part  3  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act  of  1890,  but  it  has 
declined  to  do  so.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  no  power  to  compel  a 
sanitary  authority  to  adopt  this  section 
of  the  Act,  but  if  the  Board  receive  a 
complaint  under  Section  15  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1896,  they  will  cause  a 
local  inquiry  to  be  held  into  the  matter. 

IRISH  INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION. 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  the 
pamphlet  of  the  Intermediate  Education 
Rules  and  Programme  for  1900  will  be 
published ;  whether  this  pamphlet  was 
passed  by  the  Commissioners  and  sent  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  approval  at  or 
before  Whitsuntide ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  as  the  pamphlet  is  issued  in 
all  years  by  1st  April,  and  as  the  schools 
mostly  break  up  for  the  holidays  about 
21st  June,  much  inconvenience  has 
already  been  experienced  by  the  teachers 
iq  consequence  of  the  prolonged  delay. 
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Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Rules 
and  Programme  for  1900  were  submitted 
yesterday  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for 
signature,  and  will  be  published,  when 
signed,  without  delay.  The  pamphlet  is 
usually  issued  in  March  or  April,  but  its 
publication  this  year  has  been  delayed  for 
the  reason  already  explained  to  my  hon. 
friend. 

♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  see  that  no  such 
delay  occurs  in  future  years  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  havo  already 
explained  that  the  delay  was  in  connection 
with  the  Report  of  a  Commission,  which 
is  still  sitting,  but  which  is  not  likely  to 
sit  in  future  years. 

DISTURBANCES  AT  COOKSTOWN. 

Mr.  DOOGAN  (Tyrone,  E) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  on  the  2nd  instant  another 
outbreak  of  stone-throwing  by  an  Orange 
drumming  party  took  place  in  Cookstown, 
who,  after  breaking  the  windows  of  the 
Foresters'  Hall,  though  not  so  extensively 
as  the  same  or  a  similar  party  broke  them 
on  the  4th  of  April  last,  rushed  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  quarter  of  the  town,  into 
which  they  showered  stones  which 
smashed  the  windows  of  three  Catholic 
houses,  and  injured  several  persons  ;  that 
Mr.  James  Mayne  was  furiously  stoned 
by  the  crowd,  and  a  young  man  who 
accompanied  him  was  struck  on  the  head 
and  rendered  insensible ;  and  that  Mr. 
Mayne  having  brought  the  injured  young 
man  into  Mr.  Devlin's  house,  proceeded 
to  cross  the  street  for  medical  assistance 
under  the  protection  of  Mr.  District  In- 
spector Carey,  when  both  were  rushed 
upon  in  the  middle  of  the  street  and 
driven  into  Dr.  Knight's  house  amidst  a 
volley  of  stones;  and,  whether  he  can 
state  how  many  arrests  were  made,  how 
many  persons  will  be  prosecuted,  and 
what  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  these  periodic  attacks  upon 
peaceable  people. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  One  pane  of 
glass  was  broken  in  the  Foresters'  Hall  on 
the  2nd  instant.  The  Orange  party  did 
not  rush  into  the  Roman  Catholic  quarter, 
but  they  broke  the  windows  in  the  houses 
of  three  Catholic  residents.  Stones  were 
also  thrown  at  Mr.  Mayne  and  »  young 
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man  who  accompanied  him,  and  the  latter 
was  rendered  insensible  for  a  time  from  a 
blow  on  the  head.  Stones  were  again 
thrown  at  Mr.  Mayne  when  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  district  inspector,  but  he  was 
not  struck,  and  the  police  drove  the 
Orange  crowd  away  from  Dr.  Knight's 
house,  charging  the  crowd  with  trun- 
cheons and  dispersing  them.  The  dis- 
trict inspector  and  a  number  of  police 
were  struck  with  stones.  The  actual 
stone-throwers  were  inot  detected,  as  the 
occurrence  took  place  in  the  darkness  at 
night  time,  and  no  arrests  have  been  made. 
Every  precaution  will  be  taken  by  the 
police  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  a 
repetition  of  this  rioting  and  disturbance 
in  which  both  parties  have  participated. 

IRISH  LAND  PURCHASE. 
Mr.  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  reference  to 
the  delay  complained  of  by  the  tenants 
and  owners  of  land  in  Ireland  in  carrying 
out  the  Land  Purchase  Acts  (Ireland), 
whether  bis  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  estate  of  Rev.  Edward  S.  Reilly,  in 
Chancery,  near  Kingscourt ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  number  of  tenants  on 
that  estate  have  agreed  with  the  land- 
lords to  purchase  at  a  price  already  fixed, 
and  have  lodged  with  the  Land  Commis- 
sion the  usual  affidavits  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  and  no  Court  valuer  has 
since  been  sent  to  inspect  the  holdings ; 
and  if  he  can  state  the  cause  of  delay  or 
say  when  the  Court  valuer  will  come 
down  to  inspect  these  holdings. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  estate 
referred  to  is  for  sale  in  the  Land  Judge's 
Court,  and  in  nine  cases,  by  applications 
lodged  with  the  Land  Commissioners  so 
recently  as  the  15th  of  March  last,  the 
tenants  have  applied  for  advances  to 
enable  them  to  purchase  their  holdings  in 
that  Court.  Two  similar  applications 
were  also  lodged  on  the  27th  of  the  same 
month.  The  cases  have  been  referred  to 
one  of  the  Commissioners'  inspectors,  but 
owing  to  the  number  of  cases  on  his 
hands  he  has  not  yet  been  able  to  visit 
the  holdings.  This  will  be  done  by  him 
at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

DISTRICT  INSPECTOR  MEEHAN. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a 


complaint  was  made  to  the  Inspector- 
General,  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  as  to 
the  conduct  of  District  Inspector  Meehan, 
Carrick-on-Shannon,  in  threatening  to 
estreat  a  man's  recognisances  because  he 
called  a  local  magistrate  by  his  Christian 
name ;  and  will  the  inquiry  be  granted. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  reply  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
It  appears  the  man  in  question  was 
making  a  practice  of  calling  after  the 
magistrate  by  his  Christian  name  in  an 
offensive  manner  every  time  he  passed. 
The  Inspector-General  has  informed  the 
writer  of  the  complaint  that  he  had 
inquired  into  the  matter  and  found  it  did 
not  call  for  his  further  interference. 

LONGFORD  AND  THE  AGRI 
CULTURAL  GRANT. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  on  what  basis  the  allot- 
ment of  the  county  Longford  portion  of 
the  Agricultural  Grant  was  fixed.  What 
excluded  charges  (if  any)  were  taken 
into  account  in  fixing  the  amount  for  the 
half-year  at  £4,905  5s. ;  will  he  explain 
why  it  is  that,  although  the  figures  on 
which  this  calculation  was  based  have 
been  asked  for  by  the  County  Council, 
no  reply  has  been  vouchsafed  ;  and  will 
he  see  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
supply  full  information  as  desired. 

Mr.  G.-W.  BALFOUR:  The  basis 
on  which  the  Agricultural  Grant  to  Long- 
ford, as  to  other  counties,  was  fixed,  is 
defined  in  Sections  48,  49,  56,  and  57  of 
the  Act  of  last  year.  The  excluded 
charges,  in  the  case  of  Longford,  consist 
of  charges  for  malicious  injuries,  relief  of 
distress,  and  special  sanitary  rates.  They 
affected  the  grant  to  the  extent  of  about 
£90.  The  information  asked  for  by  the 
County  Council  was  not  given  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  I  propose, 
as  already  stated,  to  lay  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  a  general  memorandum 
explaining  the  methods  adopted  in  order 
to  arrive  at  the  basis  on  which  the 
amounts  of  the  Grant  have  been  calcu- 
lated. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  When  will  it 
be  laid  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  before 
the  Irish  Estimates  come  on. 
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RIOTING  AT  BELFAST. 
Mr.  DILLON :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  what  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  employers  on  the 
Queen's  Island  and  in  other  establish- 
ments in  Belfast,  where  Roman  Catholie 
workers  have  been  attacked,  to  protect 
these  workers  and  preserve  the  peace  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  managers 
of  Messrs.  Harland  and  Wolffs,  Queen's 
Island,  have  given  notice  that  they  will 
reduce  the  hours  of  work  in  case  of 
renewed  disturbance,  and  have  offered  a 
reward  of  £500  for  proof  of  assault  on 
Roman  Catholic  workers  in  the  mills. 
Quiet  generally  prevails,  and  the  em- 
ployers and  managers  are  most  anxious  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  their  Catholic 
workers. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  Roman  ! 
Catholic  girls  in  several  of  the  mills  in  j 
Belfast  have  been  attacked,  beaten,  and  J 
driven  from  their  work ;  whether  any  i 
public  meeting  of  the  respectable  Pro- 1 
testants  of  Belfast,  or  of  the  employers  of  I 
labour,  has  been  held  to  condemn  these 
proceedings ;    and  whether    the  Lord 
Mayor  and  magistrates  of  the  city  have 
taken  any  steps  to  condemn  and  put  a  stop 
to  these  proceedings. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  am  aware 
that  assaults  were  committed,  on  the  8th 
instant,  on  three  Roman  Catholic  girls 
employed  in  mills  in  Belfast,  by  a  crowd 
•of  women.  Four  of  the  accused  have 
been  convicted  by  the  magistrates ;  two 
of  them  were  sentenced  to  a  month's 
imprisonment  each,  and  the  remaining 
two  were  fined  in  a  sum  of  £2  each,  with 
-costs.  I  have  no  information  as  to  the 
second  paragraph.  No  meeting  of  the 
magistrates  has  been  considered  necessary 
by  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  city  having  been 
•quiet  for  some  days  past. 

CLERKS  OF  IRISH  UNIONS. 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
-ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
clerks  of  unions  have  been  always  paid, 
■as  part  of  their  duties,  for  checking 
periodically  the  rate  collectors'  accounts  ; 
whether  it  is  proposed  by  the  Local 
government  Board  unJ^r  a  resent  Order 
in  Council  to  pay  them  an  additional 


sum  of  5s.  per  hundred  names  for  check- 
ing the  collectors'  books;  and  whether 
he  can  state  on  what  grounds  it  is  pro- 
posed to  increase  in  this  way  the  remune- 
ration of  clerks  of  unions . 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  While  the 
boards  of  guardians  were  the  rating 
authorities  it  was  part  of  the  ordinary 
duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  union  to 
examine  periodically  the  accounts  of  the 
poor  rate  collectors,  but  no  special 
remuneration  was  allowed  for  this  work. 
This  duty  now  devolves  upon  the  secre- 
taries to  the  county  councils.  It  is 
obvious  that  a  county  secretary  will 
require  assistance  in  the  checking  of  the 
accounts  of  the  collectors  for  an  entire 
county,  and  it  was  therefore  thought 
desirable  to  permit  the  county  council  to 
authorise  their  secretary  to  appoint  these 
experienced  clerks  of  unions  to  act  as  his 
deputy  for  this  important  work.  It  is 
optional  with  county  councils  to  avail- 
theraselves  of  this  permission,  but  if  they 
do  so  the  clerk  will  be  entitled  to 
remuneration  at  the  rate  mentioned  in 
the  question. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  I. beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  put  down  the  Local  Government 
Vote  or  the  Constabulary  Vote  in  the  Irish 
Estimates  for  discussion  on  Friday  next, 
so  as  to  facilitate  discussion  by  Irish 
Members. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  think  the  Votes  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man suggests  are  very  important  ones, 
and  I  think,  probably,  it  would  be  con- 
venient that  they  should  be  put  down 
first.  1  do  not  propose  to  go  further 
than  that  until  I  hear  what  the  views  of 
the  Members  fiom  Ireland  are.  I  assume 
that  "next  Friday  "  in  the  question  is  a 
misprint.  I  presume  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man means  Friday  week.  The  Scotch 
Estimates  are  put  down  for  to-morrow. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  endeavour 
to  arrange  for  Irish  Bills  and  Irish  Esti- 
mates to  be  taken  as  nearly  as  possible 
consecutively  ? 

Mil.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  always 
prepared  to  do  that  if  I  can.  My  pres  jnt 
idea  is  to  give  two  days  consecutively  to 
Irish  Supply— Thursday  and  Friday  in 
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next  week.  I  do  not  make  any  promise, 
but  if  I  can  arrange  that  I  shall  certainly 
do  so,  as  it  would,  of  course,  be  for 
the  convenience  of  Members  from  Ireland. 
With  regard  to  Irish  Bills,  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  promise  that  any  Irish  Bills  will 
be  taken  next  week. 


INDIAN  TAlilFF  ACT,  1899. 


♦Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) :  I  rise  to  move  "That  a  humble 
address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
praying  that  Her  Majesty  will  be  pleased 
to  disallow  the  Indian  tariff  Act,  1899." 
That  Act  provides  that  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council  may  impose  upon  any 
article  which  receives  any  bounty  or 
grant  on  its  exportation  from  the  country 
in  which  it  is  manufactured  an  additional 
duty  on  its  importation  into  India  equal 
in  amount  to  such  bounty  or  giant.  In 
pursuance  of  that  statute  the  Governor- 
General  has  imposed  upon  all  sugar  im- 
ported into  India  from  the  Argentine 
Republic,  Austria-Hungary,  Belgium, 
Denmark,  France,  Germany,  Hol- 
land, and  Russia  countervailing  duties, 
varying    from     10    rupees    to  180 

taking 


and  the  Imperial  Parliament.  When  the 
Government  of  India  was  transferred  to 
the  Crown  all  the  powers  vested  in  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  East  India 
Company  and  in  the  Board  of  Control 
which  represented  the  Imperial  authority 
were  vested  in  the  Secretary  for.  India, 
and  three  years  after  that  transfer  took 
place  the  India  Council  Act  was  passed, 
which  practically  regulates  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  at  the  present  time.  That 
Council  consists  of  the  Viceroy  and  six 
other  members,  and  that  Council  is 
technically  and  literally  the  Government 
of  India.  Every  member  of  the  Council 
is  appointed  by  the  Crown  ;  but  the  Act 
passed  in  1862,  and  subsequently 
modified,  said  that  when  the  Council  was 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  making  laws 
and  regulations  there  should  be  added  to 
it  a  certain  number  of  additional  mem- 
bers. Those  additional  members  must 
not  be  less  than  ten  and  the}'  must  not 
be  more  than  sixteen  ;  but  in  the  selection 
of  those  members  there  is  no  trace 
of  what  we  call  popular  representation. 
Six  of  the  members  are  officials  of  the 
Government  of  India  appointed  by 
the  Viceroy,  and  the  remaining  ten  are 
non-official  members.    Of  these  ten  four 


rupees    per    ton,    or,     taking  the 

rupee  at  Is.  4d.,  from  13s.  id.  per  ton  to  I  are  nominated  by  the  Provincial  Legisla- 


£12  per  ton.  In,  respect  of  the  two 
countries  with  which  India  is  mainly 
concerned  and  from  which  practically  all 
the  European  sugar  comes  to  India — 
namely,  Germany  and  Austria — this  duty 
varies  from  £1  4s.  per  ton  to  £1  15s.  6d. 
per  ton.  I  may  say  in  passing,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  no  misconception  on 
the  point,  that  though  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  India  has  been  asked 


ture,  and  one  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Bengal,  but  these  nominations 
are  again  subject  to  the  veto  of  the 
Viceroy,  and  the  remaining  five  are 
nominated  by  the  Viceroy  in  such  a 
manner  as  appears  most  suitable  with 
reference  to  the  legislative  requirements 
and  adequate  representation  of  the 
different  classes  of  the  community.  This 
body  has  a  very  limited  jurisdiction.  No 


questions  in  regard  to  it,  these  duties  are  [  measures  affecting  finance,  taxation,  debt, 
in  addition  to  the  existing  duty  of  5  per  i  and  some  other  matters  with  which  I 
cent,  on  all  sugar  imported  into  India,  j  need  not  trouble  the  House,  can  be  intro- 
which  varies  from  14s.  to  15s.  per  ton  on  duced  without  the  Viceroys  consent, 
refined  sugar  and  from  3s.  6d.  to  4s.  per  Now,  I  am  not  in  any  way  criticising  this 
ton  on  raw  sugar.  Before  I  proceed  to  mode  of  governing  India — I  believe  it  has 
discuss  the  policy  of  this  measure  I  must  i  worked  wisely  and  worked  well  ;  but  it 
notice  the  objection  which  has  been  taken  does  not  possess  either  the  characteristic* 
to  any  interference  on  the  part  of  this  i  or  the  independent  authority  of  the 
House  with  the  action  of  what  has  been  I  elected  legislatures  of  our  self-governing 
called  the  local  authority,  and  to  any  colonies.  It  may  be  said,  Be  that  as  it 
dealing  differently  with  the  financial  .  may,  it  is  a  legislative  body,  and,  as  such, 
policy  of  India  from  the  manner  in  ,  so  long  as  it  is  a  legislative  body,  may  it 
which  we  deal  with  the  financial  policy  \  not  be  entrusted  with  the  sole  control  of 
of  our  self-governing  colonies.  That  matters  which  exclusively  apply  t<> 
objection  proceeds  on  an  entire  miscon-  i  India  t  That  question  has  been  raise*! 
ception  of  the  constitution  of  India  and  of  more  than  once,  and  it  has  been  disposed 
the  legislation  and  practice  which  defines  of  by  two  great  Secretaries  of  State, 
the  relationship  between  that  Government  the  Duke  of  Argyll  and  the  present 
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Prime  Minister,  Lord  Salisbury.  The 
Duke  of  Argyll  dealt  with  that  question 
of  general  legislation  on  general  policy  ; 
Lord  Salisbury  dealt  with  it  on 
financial  matters,  and  at  a  time  and 
under  conditions  which  form  an  almost 
exactly  opposite  precedent  to  the  objec- 
tion to  the  present  situation.  Lord 
Salisbury  was  called  upon  to  deal  with 
the  contention  that  the  Viceroy  and  his 
Council  should  be  as  independent  with 
respect  to  the  finances  of  India  as  the 
elected  legislatures  and  the  responsible 
Governments  of  Australia  and  Canada 
were.  Now,  I  am  not  going  to  trouble 
the  House  with  any  quotations  upon  the 
general  question,  but,  as  I  do  think  this 
point  may  be  cleared  up  at  once  and 
finally,  I  must  quote  two  or  three  sen- 
tences from  that  very  able  despatch  of 
Lord  Salisbury.    He  says  : 

"  It  is  not  open  to  question  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  areas  much  responsible 
to  Parliament  for  the  government  of  India  as 
they  are  for  any  of  the  Crown  colonies  of  the 
Empire.  .  .  .  Nor  has  any  exception  been 
made,  either  legally  or  in  constitutional 
practice,  m  favour  of  questions  of  finance, 
which  your  predecessor  proposes  specially  to 
withdraw  from  the  action  of  the  home  Govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  the  vigilance  of 
Parliament  is  more  active  and  the  weight  of 
Parliamentary  responsibility  more  strongly 
felt  in  respect  to  finance  than  in  respect  to  any 
other  department  of  Indian  government.  .# .  . 
It  necessarily  follows  that  the  control  exercised 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  over  financial 
policy  must  be  effective  also.  ...  In 
scrutinising  the  control  exercised  over  the 
Government  of  India  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
meat,  and  the  grounds  for  maintaining  that 
control,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the super  ■ 
hvending  authority  <>f  Parliament  is  the  reason 
and  the  measure  of  the  authority  exercised  by 
the  responsible  Ministers  of  the  Crown,  and 
that  if  the  one  power  is  limited  the  other  must 
1*  limited  at  the  same  time.  It  is  impossible, 
therefore,  that  'measures  affecting  Customs 
and  finance  can  be  dealt  with  on  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Government  of  India,'  as  your 
predecessor  in  Council  has  suggested.  So  far 
as  Parliament  is  concerned,  no  such  responsi- 
bility exists.  The  only  responsibility  to 
Parliament  is  that  of  Ministers  of  the  Crown. 
.  .  .  Measures  affecting  the  tariff  touch 
subjects  which  are  not  exclusively  of  Indian 
concern:  They  influence  the  prosperity  of 
trade  and  industry  outside  the  confines  of 
India,  and  they  relate  to  matters  on  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  in  constant 
negotiation  with  foreign  Powers.  Such  con- 
siderations may  furnish  important  elements  in 
considering  the  expediency  of  financial  pro- 
posals, but  they  are  necessarilv  less  fully 
within  the  cognisance  of  the  Indian  than  of 
the  Imperial  Government." 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  M  d  lcsex^ 
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Ealing):  What  is 
despatch  ? 


the    date    of  the 


♦Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER  :  It  is  the  des- 
patch of  March  17,  1876.  It  is  the 
despatch  which  regulates  the  relations  of 
the  Indian  and  Imperial  Governments. 
That,  Sir,  is  my  justification  for  asking 
the  House  now  to  review  this  great 
change  in  the  tariff  of  India,  and  for 
pointing  to  what  the  Finance  Minister  of 
India  describes  as  a  new  chapter  in  the 
fiscal  history  of  that  country.  When  the 
Statute,  which  is  now  limited  to  sugar — 
although,  as  the  House  will  notice,  it  is 
not  confined  to  sugar,  but  covers  other 
foreign  imports — when  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced, the  following  official  statement 
was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
of  India  : 

"The  present  Bill  has  been  prepared  with 
the  object  of  enabling  the  Government  of  India 
to  impose  countervading  duties,  and  thus  to 
preserve  the  sugar  cultivation  and  industries 
of  India." 

The  first  point,  therefore,  which  I  shall 
deal  with  is  the  sugar  cultivation  and  the 
industries  of  India.  Statistics  as  to  the 
area  of  land  in  India  which  is  under 
sugar  cultivation  are  not  complete,  but  I 
think  the  statement  that  is  made  in  the 
Blue  Book  may  be  taken  as  practically 
accurate.  The  Government  of  India, 
in  a  despatch  which  I  shall  have  to  deal 
with  later  on  in  my  speech,  stated  that 
the  area  under  sugar-cane  in  India  is  about 
two  and  a  half  million  acres,  but  the 
figures  which  are  given  later  in  the 
appendix  to  the  Blue  Book  show  that  the 
average  land  under  sugar  cultivation  for 
the  five  years  ended  1896  was  2,900,000 
acres.  That  figure  went  down  to  2,651,000 
in  1896-97,  and  to  2,675,000  in  1897-98. 
There  is  no  record  of  what  the  figure  is 
at  the  present  time.  But  I  think  the 
figures  are  under  estimated,  and  that  the 
uumber  of  acres  may  be  safely  taken  as 
something  like  3,000,000  ;  but  the  House 
must  remember  that  in  this,  as  in  all 
other  Indian  matters,  things  are  on  a 
colossal  scale.  Two  million  acres  in  India 
are  a  very  different  thing  from  2,000,000 
acres  in  most  other  countries.  The 
entire  area  of  India  is  something  like 
224,000,000  acres,  and  therefore,  however 
important  the  sugar  crop  may  be — and 
I  should  be  the  last  man  to  undervalue 
it — it  is  well  for  the  House  to  remember 
that  the  land  under  sugar  cultivation  is 
only  1  \  per  cent,  of  the  whole  area  under 
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cultivation  at  the  present  time.  The 
crop  from  this  acreage  is  taken  by  the 
Government  of  India — and  I  do  not  dis- 
pute the  figures,  though  some  authorities 
give  it  as  much  larger — at  one  ton  per 
acre,  so  that  the  sugar  crop  from  3,000,000 
acres  is  3,000,000  tons  of  raw  sugar. 
Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  difficult  question,  to  say 
the  least,  as  to  what  proportion  of  that 
product  of  Indian  sugar  is  consumed  in 
the  raw  state  and  how  much  of  it  is 
refined.  But  in  the  report  in  this  Blue 
Book  of  one  of  the  largest  districts  where 
sugar  is  cultivated — the  North- West  Pro- 
vinces and  Oudh — the  official  says : 

"  The  best  estimate  I  can  give  is  that  one- 
liftli  of  the  raw  sugar  produced  is  refined,  and 
four -fifths  consumed  in  the  natural  state." 

I  believe — I  am  told,  and  there  are 
gentlemen  in  the  House  who  will  correct 
me  if  I  am  wrong — I  believe  that  a  very 
large  quantity  of  sugar  is  consumed  as 
cane  both  as  an  article  of  food  ancLenjoy- 
ment.  The  principal  method  of  refining 
which  prevails  in  India  is  crushing  and 
boiling  down  the  raw  product,  and  that 
is  the  beginning  and  ending  of  the  re- 
fining of  a  large  portion  of  the  sugar  in 
India.  The  refining,  as  the  word  has 
been  used  in  this  controversy,  is  on  a 
very  small  scale.  The  machinery  is  in- 
adequate, the  processes  are  defective,  and 
when  I  tell  the  House  that  in  the  return 
on  the  moral  and  material  progress  of 
India  of,  I  think,  1896  and  1897,  the 
Government  there  state  that  the  entire 
number  of  what  we  call  sugar  factories 
or  refineries,  as  we  understand  them  in 
this  country,  was  only  thirteen  in  the 
whole  of  India,  an  increase  of  two  since 
1889,  they  will  see  that  the  sugar  in- 
dustry of  India  was  on  a  very  limited 
scale.  India '  gets  its  sugar  from  two 
sources — European,  which  is  bounty-fed  ; 
non-European,  which  is  not  bounty-fed, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  latter  comes  from 
Mauritius.  In  1891  the  import  into 
India  was  147,000  tons — and  I  mention 
the  year  1891  because  it  was  not  until 
that  year  that  there  was  any  import  into 
India  of  German  or  Austrian  bounty-fed 
sugar.  That  represented  the  normal 
conditions  of  trade.  In  1896  it  had 
fallen  to  137,000  tons.  In  1897  it  was 
143,000  tons.  In  1898,  the  year  on 
which  so  many  of  these  controversies 
turned,  and  the  year  after  the  famine,  it 
rose  to  230,000  tons,  and  for  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1899,  it  had  fallen  to 
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203,000  tons.  Of  the  imports  in  1898 
109,000  tons  were  bounty-fed,  and  in 
1899  74  000  tons  were  bounty-bed.  I 
want  the  House  to  understand  the  true 
meaning  of  these  figures.  We  are  deal- 
ing with  a  native  trade  which  on  a  most 
moderate  estimate  represents  3,000,000 
tons.  We  are  dealing  with  a  trade  which 
is  threatened  with  the  importation  of 
200,000  tons,  and  you  are  asked  to  take 
special  precautions,  to  pass  special  legis- 
lation in  order  to  penalise  74,000  tons. 
Where  does  this,  sugar  come  from  1  In 
1896  Austria  and  Germany  sent  36,000 
tons ;  in  1897  they  sent  43,000  tons  ;  in 
1898,  107,000  tons  ;  and  in  1899  it  had 
fallen  to  74,000  tons.  The  Mauritius 
plays  no  small  part  in  the  supply  of  sugar 
to  India  and  in  the  initiation  of  this  legis- 
lation. In  1896  the  Mauritius  sent 
78,000  ;  in  1897,  83,000  ;  in  1898 
and  in  the  year  which  has  closed 
1 05,000  tons.  Now  these  are  the 
facts  as  to  this  threatened  industry,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  forget  that  in 
face  of  these  increased  imports  the  popula- 
tion of  India  during  the  period  over 
which  these  figures  run  has  been  increas- 
ing at  the  rate  of  at  least  two  millions  per 
annum,  and  therefore  there  must  neces- 
sarily be  an  increased  supply  and  in- 
creased consumption.  These,  as  I  say, 
being  the  facts,  I  must  atk  the  House  to 
go  with  me  through  the  history  of  the 
legislation  which  I  am  asking  for  an 
Address  to  the  Crown  to  disallow ;  and  I 
think,  so  far  as  Parliamentary  history  and 
Ministerial  diplomacy  are  concerned,  this 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive Blue  Books  which  has  ever  been 
placed  on  the  table  of  this  House.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  Blue  Book,  no  document, 
prior  to  May  5th,  1898.  We  do  not 
know  what  passed  between  the  Govern- 
ment at  home  and  the  Government  of 
of  India;  but  in  May,  1898,  the 
Government  of  India  sent  home  a  des- 
patch containing  three  enclosures.  They 
did  not  refer  to  any  previous  communica- 
tion from  home,  and  perhaps  the 
noble  Lord  will  tell  us  whether  this 
was  a  reply  to  any  communication 
from  the  home  authorities.  At  present 
it  looks  like  a  bolt  from  the  blue  so  far 
as  India  is  concerned.  The  Government 
of  India  had  been  approached  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Bengal  as  to 
India  being  represented  at  the  Bi  ussels 
Conference  on  the  Sugar  Question.  They 
sent  a  long  letter  from  three  great  firms 
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in  Calcutta,  describing  the  effect  of  the 
unrestricted  importation  of  bounty -fed 
sugar,  and  asking  the  Government  to  take 
steps  to  deal  with  it.  The  only  other 
official  document  accompanying  this  des- 
patch was  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
the  North-West  Provinces,  who  appears 
also  to  have  been  approached  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  his  district. 
He  said  in  it  that  he  had  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  sugar  industry  had  yet 
been  seriously  threatened  by  the  impor- 
tation of  bounty-fed  sugar,  but  the 
extension  of  the  great  industry  in  this 
province  was  a  matter  which  appeared  to 
be  of  much  importance,  and  that  it  should 
receive  the  attention  of  the  Government, 
and  kept  under  observation  at  the  Con- 
ference. That  is  the  information  on 
which  the  Government  of  India  pro- 
ceeded. Now,  I  must  read  what  that 
Government  says  on  the  subject.  First 
they  say  that  they  approve  of  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Bengal  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce that  India  should  be  represented 
at  the  Conference.    Then  they  say  : 

"  An  examination  of  the  statements  in  the 
note  on  the  effect  oil  the  sugar-cane  industry 
of  India  of  the  unrestricted  importation  of 
bounty-fed  sugar,  which  forms  one  of  the  en- 
closures of  tins  despatch,  leads  us  to  the  con- 
clusion that  while  the  competition  of  imported 
sugar  (of  which  three-firth')  are  cane-sugar) 
may  have  reduced  the  profits  of  the  refining 
industry,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  materially 
affected  the  producer.  lie  relies  mainly  on  the 
demand  for  unrefined  sugar,  which  constitutes 
"even-eighths  of  the  trade,  and  in  respect  of 
these  seven-eighths  there  seems  to  be  no  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  producer's  profits  have 
been  lowered  by  the  increased  importation  of 
beet  sugar.  While,  therefore,  we  adhere  to 
the  position  stated  in  the  financial  despatches 
of  February  14,  1888,  and  May  14,  1889,  and 
are  prepared  to  press  for  the  abolition  of  the 
sugar  bounties,  and  to  join  in  an  international 
convention  for  that  purpose,  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  levy  countervailing  duties  on  sugar 
imported  into  India." 

There  is  one  point  that  we  have  to 
take  into  consideration  in  dealing 
with  this  question.  The  consumption 
of  sugar  in  India  is  put  at  281b.  per 
head.  That  is  a  large  proportion, 
showing  how  important  a  necessary 
of  life  sugar  is  in  India.  What  is  the 
consumption  of  sugar  in  European  coun- 
tries 1  Let  us  contrast  it  with  that  of 
India,  bearing  in  mind  also  the  position 
of  the  people  of  India.  Well,  in  Europe 
we  are  the  highest  consumers' of  sugar; 
we  are  the  highest  consumers  in  the 
world — it  is  861b.  per  head.    In  America 


it  is  661b.,  in  Denmark  it  is  441b.,  in 
France  it  is  only  291b.,  in  Germany  281b., 
in  Holland  261b.,  but  in  India  it  is  at 
least  281b.  per  head.     Therefore  any 
interference  with  the  general  consump- 
tion of  sugar  in  that  country  would  be  a 
very  serious  matter.  I  asked  the  noble  Lord 
a  few  nights  ago  whether  there  was  any  dis- 
sent from  the  despatch  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred.    As  the  House  knows,  every 
'  member  of  the  Council  has  a  right  to 
dissent  and  to  send  his  dissent  to  the 
!  Secretary  of  State.     But  in  this  case 
I  there  was  no  dissent  sent  home.  It 
was  signed  unanimously,  and  it  was  so 
i  signed  by  the  Council  of  India.    So  on 
J  May  5,  1898,  it  was  recorded  as  the 
decision  of  Lord  Elgin  and  his  colleagues 
1  that  they  would  not  levy  any  counter- 
I  vailing  duties  on  sugar.    Their  opinion 
|  was  that  the  sugar  grower  in  India  as 
I  against  foreign  sugar,  whether  bounty-fed 
I  or  not,  had  nothing  to  fear.    Well,  the 
next  step  is  the  Brussels  Conference,  but 
j  I  need  not  trouble  the  House  with  that. 
|  On  August  25  the  noble  Lord  replied  to 
i  this  despatch  of  the  Government  of  India, 
j  and  he  refers  to  a  letter  from  the  Colonial 
Office,  dated  July  23,  1898.    The  noble. 
Lord  said : 

"  I  forward  for  the  information  of  your 
Government  the  papers  noted  in  the  margin. 
The  letters  from  the  Mauritius  urge  that  India 
should  take  steps  to  protect  her  own  sugar  and 
Mauritius  cane-sugar  from  the  competition  of 
bounty-fed  sugar.  At  paragraph  4  of  your 
letter  of  the  5th  of  May,  1898,  it  was  stated 
that  you  were  not  pre.-ared  to  levy  counter- 
vailing duties  on  bounty-fed  sugar  imported 
into  India.  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  more 
fully  your  views  on  this  proposal,  as  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  now  that  they  are  in 
possession  of  the  views  of  foreign  Governments, 
must  consider  during  the  next  few  months  the 
course  they  will  pursue." 

Following  the  story  in  consecutive  order 
the  Government  of  India  on  October  31 
sent  a  despatch  back  in  reply  to  the  noble 
Lord,  and  this  despatch  the  House  will 
bear  in  mind.  On  that  date  a  circular 
was  sent  out,  in  which  these  words 
occur : 

"The  Government  of  India  have  no  clear 
evidence  before  them  that  the  increasing  sugar 
imports  have  had,  or  are  tending  to,  such 
serious  consequences.  The  area  under  sugar- 
cane in  the  different  provinces  has  not  declined 
of  late  years,  nor  in  recent  revenue  or  settle- 
ment reports  have  any  observations  regarding 
the  unprofitableness  of  the  industry  been 
noticed.  The  extent  to  which  the  refined 
sugars  from  abroad  compete  in  the  Indian 
markets  with  the  coarse  sugars  ordinarily 
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manufactured  by  native  processes  anil  tend  to 
supplant  the  latter  is  uncertain.  There  is 
probably  an  increasing  demand  for  sugar  in 
India  for  domestic  consumption  and  for  spirit 
distilling  and  sweetmeat  making,  and,  aa  the 
sugar-cane  area  has  not  expanded  of  late 
years,  it  may  be  that  the  increasing  imports 
nave  not  been  in  exeess  of  the  necessary 
demand,  and  'that  the  price  of  Indian  sugars 
has,  notwithstanding  these  imports,  been 
maintained.  Lastly,  the  question  whether 
sugar  prices  in  India  have  fallen  in  recent 
years  is  one  on  which  it  is  difficult  on  existing 
materials  to  pronounce,  owing  to  the  many 
varieties  of  sugar  sold  in  Indian  markets,  and 
the  failure  of  the  published  price  returns  to 
clearly  distinguish  between  them." 

While  this  was  going  on  there  was  a  cor- 
respondence proceeding  between  Mauri- 
tius and  Whitehall  and   between  the 
Colonial  Office  and  the  India  Office,  and 
in  November,  1898,  the  Governor  of 
Mauritius  addressed  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary with  reference  to  the  position  of  the 
Mauritius  trade,  sending  enclosures.  The 
Governor  of  Mauritius  asked  that  they 
should  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
the  5  per  cent,  duty,  but  this  was  a  re- 1 
quest  which  neither  the  Government  of 
India  nor  the  Home  Government  could  _ 
accede  to.     Therefore  he  raised  this ! 
question  again  in  his  correspondence  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 
He  also  accompanied  that  with  a  petition 
from  the  bankers  and  merchants  of  Mau- : 
ritius,  stating  their  case  fairly  enough, 
And,  from  their  point  of  view,  putting  ■ 
the  strongest  arguments  they  could  in  | 
favour  of  receiving  this  protection.  On 
January  3,  1899,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  forwards  this  communi- ! 
nation  to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  j 
the  India  Office,  and  says  : 

"  Mr.  Chamberlain  concurs  in  the  apprelien-  < 
sion  of  the  memorialists  that  the  continued  | 
sale  of  bounty-fed  sugar  will  drive  Mauritian  I 
sugar  out  of  the  Indian  market,  and  will  result  | 
in  ruin  and  distress  to  a  colony  the  majority  of  i 
whose  population  are  natives  of  India  or  their  I 
descendants.  He  therefore  trusts  that  this  I 
Petition  may  receive  the  favourable  considera-  j 
tion  of  Lord  George  Hamilton,  and  of  his  j 
Excellency  the  Governor-General  of  India  in  , 
Council." 

The  answer  of  the  noble  Lord  to  that 
■communication  is  not  in  the  Blue  Book.  ' 
But  on  7th  January  the  Secretary  to  the 
Colonies  returns  again  to  the  subject.  He 
says : 

"  There  are  two  questions  affecting  the  ' 
prosperity  of  the  sugar-growing  colonies,  on  ' 
which  corres]>ondence  has  already  passed  be-  '• 
tween  this  Office  and  the  India  Office,  and 
which   Mr.   Chamberlain  would   ask  Lord  I 
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George  Hamilton  to  bring  to  the  special  notice 
of  Lord  Curzon  of  KedTeston,  in  order  that 
they  may  receive  his  attention  at  the  outset  of 
his  term  of  office.  .  .  It  seems  not  improb- 
able that,  however  well  supplied  with  East 
Indian  labour  the  sugar  planters  may  be,  their 
industry  may  be  destroyed  if  the  bounty 

i  system  continues  unchecked,  and,   in  the 

|  absence  of  countervailing  duties  or  penal 
clauses,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  from  whence  the 

|  check  will  come.  On  this  subject  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain  can    only   express   his   own  per- 

!  sonal  views,  as  he  has  already  expressed  them 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  There  is,  in  his 
opinion,  no  valid  economic  arguments  against 
countervailing  duties,  and  the  question  is 
purely  one  of  policy  and  of  expediency." 

He  closes  his  despatch  by  saying : 

"  He  does  not  presume  to  suggest  to  the 
Government  of  India  what  course  should  be 
taken  in  the  matter,  but  he  would  ask  that 
their  most  earnest  attention  should  be  given  to 
it.  He  has  more  than  once  declined  to  allow 
colonial  policy  on  commercial  questions  to  be 
tied  by  the  policy  for  the  time  being  of  the 
mother  country,  and  if  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment, in  the  interests  of  East  Indians,  were  to 
see  tit  to  penalise  or  to  countervail  bounty- 
fed  sugar,  or  to  give  preference  to  the  honestly 
grown  cane  sugar  of  the  British  colonies,  he 
would  welcome  the  step  as  likely  to  strengthen 
the  opposition  to  bounties  and  to  hasten  the 
collapse  of  a  mischievous  and  unsound  device 
for  ruining  an  important  British  industry. " 

I  do  not  see  that  the  reply  of  the  noble 
Lord  is  in  the  Blue  Book,  but  on  January 
24  the  noble  Lord  sent  this  telegram  to 
the  Viceroy  : 

"  A  despatch  is  being  sent  by  next  mail. . . . 
Should  you  now  adopt  views  different  from 
those  of  your  letter  of  May,  1898,  and  propose 
countervailing  duties,  I  shall  be  ready  to  con- 
sider proposals  fully.  Recognising  that  cir- 
cumstances of  (ireat  Britain  and  India  differ, 
I  shall  ascribe  great  importance  to  views  which 
people  of  India  hold  on  this  matter.  I  send 
lor  information  circular  showing  how  counter- 
vailing duties  are  levied  in  United  States. ' 

On  January  26  the  noble  Lord  sent  that 
despatch.  It  is  a  very  interesting  des- 
patch, but  as  it  did  not  arrive  until  after 
the  decision  of  the  Indian  Government 
had  been  taken  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  it.  But  on  February  1  the 
Viceroy — the  new  Viceroy  was  now  in 
power — sent  this  telegram — 

"Your  telegram  of  24th  January  last.  A 
despatch  has  been  posted  by  last  mail,  in 
winch,  taking  Indian  standpoint  and  irre- 
spectively of  I  i-perial  policy  in  relation  to 
colonies,  we  arrive  at  conclusions  on  the  whole 
favourable  to  recommendation  of  Colonial 
Office.  We  considered  it  expedient  to  send  it 
unaltered.  Despatch  points  out  that  since 
1897-98  imports  of  beet  sugar  from  Austria  and 
Germany  show  marked  increase,  imports  from 
Mauritius  remaining  stable.  The  present 
market  price  of  imported  sugars  is  unusually 
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low.  They  compete  with  native  sugar,  both 
refined  and  coarse,  and  diminish  profits  of 
native  sugar  refineries." 

That  was  a  mistake,  an  unintentional 
mistake.  The  imports  of  Austria  and 
Germany  were  rapidly  decreasing  at  that 
moment,  and  the  imports  from  Mauritius 
were  as  rapidly  increasing.  I  ask  the 
House  to  mark  the  next  words  in  the 
telegram : 

"  We  are  inquiring  how  far  these  effects  are 
likely  to  be  permanent." 

On  January  26  Lord  Curzon  sent  his 
despatch,  and  it  is  a  very  interesting 
document.    He  says : 

"Inquiries  have  been  initiated  in  our 
Department  of  Revenue  and  Agriculture, 
ana  they  will  \te  supplemented  by  inquiries 
into  the  prices  of  both  refined  and  coarse  sugar 
which  will  l>e  undertaken  by  the  Director- 
General  of  Statistics.  With  these  data  before 
as  we  shall  hereafter  be  in  a  position  to  express 
a  final,  or  at  any  rate  a  more  confident,  opinion 
on  the  policy  of  imposing  countervailing 
duties." 

That  was  the  expression  of  opinion  of 
the  Viceroy  on  January  26th.  On 
February  24th  the  Secretary  of  State 
telegraphs : 

"  Desire  to  know  if  you  propose  to  pass  an 
Act  this  session  imposing  countervailing 
duties  ?  " 

At  that  moment  the  inquiry  that  had 
been  directed  in  August,  that  had  been 
promised  in  October  1898,  was  still  pro- 
ceeding, and  at  that  time  the  Government 
of  India  had  no  information  at  all.  They 
had  sent  a  despatch,  possibly  two  des- 
patches, but  on  February  24th  the  noble 
Lord  wants  to  know  if  there  is  going  to 
be  legislation  this  session.  The  Viceroy 
immediately  replies — 

"  Propose  to  legislate  at  once  on  American 
model.' 

Yes,  on  the  model  of  the  Dingley  Tariff. 
On  March  1st  the  noble  Lord  tele- 
graphs : 

"Suggested  legislation  approved  by  Her 
Majesty  s  Government.  \V  hen  will  Indian 
Government's  intentions  be  announced  ? " 

On  March  3rd  the  Viceroy  replies : 

"  Dill  for  imposing  duties  on  lines  of  Ameri- 
can law  will  lye  brought  forward  on  March 
10th  and  published  in  newspapers  on  March 
18th." 

There  was  some  delay  owing  to  pending 
contracts,  but  on  March  20th  the  Bill 


received  the  Viceroy's  assent.     I  should 
like  to  give  the  House  a  few  dates  as  to 
these  replies.    The  Viceroy  said  he  was 
going  to  consider  the  matter  and  to  get 
statistics  about  prices.     There  is  not  a 
line  of  statistics  in  the  Blue  Book  about 
prices.     The  first  reply  was  from  the 
North-West  Provinces  and  dated  Feb- 
ruary 15th  ;  that  from  Ajmerc-Merwara, 
February  1 7th  ;  Bombay,  February  23rd  ; 
Berar,  February  28th  :  and  the  Punjab, 
March  7th.  I  do  not  think  I  am  speaking 
too  strongly  when  I  say  that,  practically, 
there  was  no  regard  to  the  special  inquiry 
into  this  matter,  and  that  the  Viceroy  had 
;  already  formed  his  opinion  when  he  sent 
i  home  the  telegram  of  January  24.  I  am  not 
i  going  to  trouble  the  House  with  all  these 
|  replies,  but  I  am  going  to  take  the  two 
!  great  districts  from  which  replies  were 
1  given — one  of  them  decidedly  favourable 
to  the  legislation  the  noble  Lord  approved 
of,  and  the  other  unfavourable.    If  the 
1  House  will  allow  me,  I  will  deal  first  with 
!  the  North- West  Provinces,  which  are 
1  very  largely  interested  in  sugar  cultiva- 
tion.   The  memorandum  is  made  by  the 
Officiating  Director  of  Land  Records  and 
Agriculture,  and  it  contains  some  very 
important  statements.    I  will  only  call 
attention  to  two  or  three  of  the  salient 
points  : 

"  The  area  sown  in  189G-97  fell  below  the 
average  by  56,131  acres,  or  4-4  per  cent.  This 
fall  could  not  be  due  to  competition  of  foreign 
imports,  because  this  competition  had  not 
begun  in  the  spring  of  1896,  when  this  crop 
was  sown." 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this, 
because  great  stress  has  been  laid  on  land 

foing  out  of  cultivation.  There  was  no 
oubt  a  great  decrease  in  one  year  owing 
to  the  famine.  There  was  a  decrease  of 
the  whole  acreage  of  land  in  India  under 
cultivation  of  upwards  of  20  millions  of 
acres  owing  to  the  famine.  The  fall  in 
sugar  cultivation  was  about  an  average  of 
10  per  cent.,  but  in  a  great  many  other 
instances,  I  think  in  wheat,  it  was  16  or 
17  per  cent.  All  through  India  there 
was  a  large  diminution  in  sugar  cultiva- 
tion on  account  of  the  famine,  and  in  no 
part  of  the  country  was  the  famine  worse 
than  in  the  North-West  Provinces. 

"The  decrease  is,  in  fact,  just  what  the 
figures  of  past  years  would  suggest ;  a  fall  wa* 
to  be  expected  after  the  large  rise  in  the 
previous  year,  and  if  the  fall  is  greater  by  a 
few  thousand  acres  than  might  have  been  fore- 
seen, the  reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  local 
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scarcity  prevailing  in  Philihhit  and  elsewhere 
at  the  time  (the  spring  of  1896)  when  this  crop 
was  sown.  The  crop  sown  in  the  spring  of 
1897  showed  a  further  fall,  and  was  9*6  per 
cent,  below  the  normal.  This  is  not  surprising, 
for  at  seed-time  almost  the  whole  province  was 
suffering  from  acute  famine,  ami  cultivators 
naturally  put  a  large  proportion  of  their 
irrigable  land  under  food  crops.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  increase  in  imports  was  not  at  that 
time  so  marked  as  to  affect  the  cultivators' 
calculations." 

That  is  one  point.   He  goes  on  to  say  : 

"  No  matter  how  cheap  refined  sugar  is,  the 
great  majority  of  the  people  will  continue  to 
use  (ftir,  and  will  not  substitute  refined  sugar 
for  it.  The  imports  of  refined  sugar  do  not, 
therefore,  immediately  threaten  our  whole 
home  production,  but  only  our  home  refining 
industry,  leaving  the  demand  for  three-fourths 
or  four-fifths  of  our  production  unaffected." 

That  is  the  report  from  the  North- West 
Provinces.  It  gives  rather  interesting 
figures  about  the  profits  of  the  sugar- 
refining  industry.  The  Officiating  Direc- 
tor shows  how  they  vary  from  30  rupees 
per  acre  in  one  district  to  seven  rupees  in 
another,  and  he  adds  : 

"  I  know  of  no  crop  which,  grown  on  the 
same  scale,  would  yield  such  profits. 
On  the  whole,  then,  as  far  as  prices  show,  the 
native  refiner  cannot  say  that  his  profits  per 
cent,  have  vanished." 

Summing  up  the  whole  matter,  this  able 
and  distinguished  public  servant  who 
presides  over  that  district  is  exceedingly 
cautious.  He  does  not  commit  himself  to 
any  decided  opinion.  I  now  come  to 
Bombay,  which  is  a  large  trade  centre. 
There  are  two  reports  submitted  to  the 
Bombay  Government  by  two  very  dis- 
tinguished men — the  Commissioner  of 
Customs  and  the  Commissioner  of  Land 
Revenues.  The  effect  of  these  reports 
is  this  : 

"  That  the  importations  of  European  sugars 
during  recent  years  were  altogether  abnormal, 
and  that  they  neither  lowered  the  price  of 
Indian  refined  sugar  consumed  in  the  Bombay 
Presidency  nor  checked  the  cultivation  of  the 
cane,  or  the  production  of  unrefined  sugar  to 
which  practically  the  whole  of  the  cane  pro- 
duced in  the  Presidency  is  devoted.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  production  of  refined  sugar  in 
this  Presidency  is  so  far  on  too  insignificant  a 
scale  to  merit  coasideration.  .  .  .  The 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  Bombay  and  Karachi, 
are  clearly  of  opinion  that  in  the  interest  of 
tra<I e  countervailing  duties  against  European 
sugars  are  uncalled  for.  ...  On  the 
whole,  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council 
is  of  opinion  that  neither  the  commercial  nor 
the  agricultural  interests  of  this  Presidency 
are  injuriously  affected  by  the  increasing  im- 
ports of  refined  sugar,  or  call  at  present  for  the 
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imposition  of  countervailing  duties  upon  that 
part  of  the  imported  sugar  the  export  of  which 
to  this  country  is  aided  by  bounties." 

There  is  a  very  able  report  by  Mr.  Malli- 
son,  the  Deputy-Director  of  Agriculture 
in  the  Bombay  Presidency,  in  which  he 
shows  how  the  sugar  k  cultivated,  aid 
say  8  : 

"  The  increasing  foreign  imports  of  refined 
sugar  in  the  Bombay  Presidency  more  than 
meet  the  diminished  local  production  of  moist 
sugar  and  the  diminished  rail  imports  from 
other  parts  of  India.  The  increasing  foreign 
import*  of  refined  sugar,  owing  to  cheapness 
and  perhaps  also  owing  to  a  higher  standard'of 
living  of  an  increased  population,  find  extended 
use  for  household  purposes  and  in  the  pro- 
duction of  superior  descriptions  of  sweetmeats. 
The  habit  of  tea-drinking  has  extended  to 
villages  in  out-districts,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  villagers  who  used  sugar  on  rare  occasion* 
formerly  now  use  it  much  more  freely  and 
oftener." 

He  draws  the  inference  that  foreign  im- 
ports have  yet  had  no  effect  on  sugar- 
cane cultivation  in  the  Presidency,  and  he 
makes  very  valuable  suggestions  with 
reference  to  improvements  in  cultivation. 
The  Governor  of  Bombay  and  his  Council 
sum  up  their  opinion  as  follows  : 

"  On  the  whole  the  Governor  in  Council  is  of 
opinion  that  neither  the  commercial  nor  the 
agricultural  interests  of  this  Presidency  are 
injuriously  affected  by  the  increasing  imports 
of  refined  sugar,  or  call,  at  present,  for  the 
im]>oeition  of  countervailing  duties  upon  that 
part  of  the  imported  sugar  the  export  of  which 
to  this  country  is  aided  by  bounties." 

The  information  obtained  up  to  that  date* 
and  the  information  which  they  received 
after  that  date,  fully  confirnu  d  the  policy 
of  1898,  and  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  time  was  supported  by  all 
other  considerations.  You  cannot  contend, 
and  they  did  not  contend,  that  the  cultiva- 
tion of  3,000,000  acres  was  threatened  by 
the  importation  of  200,000  tons.  It  was 
evident  that  the  amount  of  sugar  pro- 
duced was  increasing;  though  competi- 
tion might  decrease  the  profits  of  the 
refiner  it  did  not  materially  affect  the 
Indian  producer.  What  that  corre- 
spondence shows  is  that  what  the  Indian 
sugar  industry  needed  was  better  and 
more  scientific  cultivation  and  more 
modern  and  effective  machinery,  and  the 
true  policy  of  the  Indian  Government 
would  have  been  in  that  direction.  I 
maintain  that  if  any  money  was  spent  in 
promoting  that  industry  it  would  have 
been  wisely  spent  in  that  direction.  Now; 
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Sir,  the  right  hon.  Lord,  when  asked  the 
other  night  whether  the  despatch  had 
been  signed  by  the    same  members, 
said   that  more   accurate  information 
very   often    resulted    in    change  of 
opinion.    What  I  wane  the  House  to  do 
is  to  see  whether  the  information  received 
between  .May  and  February  afforded  any 
ground  for  that  change  of  belief,  and  I 
go  on  that  point  to  the  speech  of  Sir 
James  Westland  when  he  introduced  this 
legislation  to  the  Legislative  Council. 
He  was  bound  to  make  out  a  case  ;  he 
signed  the  recommendation  in  favour  of 
refusing  to  levy  countervailing  duties, 
and  he  now  proposed  to  reverse  that  de- 
cision.   He  was  perfectly  candid.  He 
said  he   was  proposing  "  to  open  an 
entirely  new  chapter  in  our  fiscal  history." 
In  that  speech  he  defined  bounties,  he 
explained  the  differences  between  Eng- 
land and  India,  and  I  am  rather  surprised 
that  he   said  there  was  no  chance  of 
countervailing  duties  ever  being  made  in 
England.     I   think  he   was   not  very 
familiar  with  the  state  of  the  question  in 
this  country.    But  the  whole  of  his  case 
rests  entirely  upon    the    increase  in 
the  importation  of  foreign  sugar  into 
India  in  the  last  three  or  four  years. 
That  is  his  case  from  first  to  last.  1 
will  not   go  over  the  figures  again  : 
the  House  recollects  them.     The  very 
highest  import  of  sugar  was  only  230,000 
tons,  of  which  only  109,000  tons  were 
bounty-fed,  and  that  had  been  not  in- 
creasing, but  steadily  decreasing,  during 
the  period  which  was  to  be  the  qualify- 
ing period  for  this  reversal  of  policy. 
All  the  increase  had  taken  place  before 
May,  1898 ;  and  the  decrease  has  taken 
place  since  May,  1898,  and  the  importa- 
tion of  bounty-fed  sugar   has  steadily 
decreased.     The  same  remark  would 
apply  to  the  decrease  of  cultivated  area. 
It  is  quite  evident  that,  so  far  as  that 
decrease  goes,  it  is  to  a  great  extent  in 
consequence  of  the  famine.    But,  Sir,  I 
must  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
two  items  in  what  I  may  call  the  further 
information  which  Sir  James  Westland 
had  received.    He  dwelt  upon  Berar,  and 
he  dwelt  upon  the  Punjaub.    His  case  is 
that  in  Berar  the  importation  of  refined 
sugar  had  been  1,000  tons ;  in  each  year 
there  had  been  a  steady  decline,  till  in 
1897-8  it  had  decreased  to  430  tons  ; 
while    there  had    been  an  increased 
amount  of  foreign  refined  sugar  in  the 
district,  it  having  risen  to  as  much  as 


4,730  tons.     The  House  will  see  that 
that  is  not  sufficient  grounds  upon  which- 
to  rest  this  legislation.    But  1  was  rather 
!  interested,  when  I  saw  this  statement, 
i  to  look  into  what  was  the  Berar  report^ 
i  which  was  not  quoted  in  full.    After  the 
I  Resident  had  given  the  information  of 
this  decrease  in  cultivation,  he  says  : 

j  _  "  Since  we  have  no  sugar  refining  industry 
in  Berar,  the  imported  refined  sugar  does  not 

i  come  into  competition  with  the   local  pro- 

[  duction.  Oar  requirements  are  much  in  excess 

I  of  our  produce.  We  import  unrefined  sugar 
in  large  amount.  Until  the  cultivation  of  the 
sugar-cane   in  Berar  extends  sufficiently  to 

|  satisfy  the  local  demand  for  unrefined  sugar,. 

j  the  question  of  the  competition  of  refined 

!  sugar  does  not  come  in." 

Then,  Sir,  as  I  pointed  out,  Sir  James 
|  Westland  also  referred  to  the  Punjaub. 
I    turned  to  the  Punjaub,   where  it 
says : 

"  Refined  sugar  has  not  found  its  way  into' 
the  villages  to  any  appreciable  extent.  There 
the  people  are  more  bound  by  custom  and 
tradition  than  the  inhabitants  ef  towns,  and 
use  gur  as  an  article  of  daily  food.    Gur  is 
'  sweeter  and  more  adapted  to  the  necessities- 
i  of  the  zemindar,  and  is  very  much  cheaper 
I  than  refined  sugar." 

'  This  is  the  native  sugar.  Prices  vary 
j  from  4  or  5  rupees,  while  imported 
J  sugar  sells  at  from  9  rupees  to  10.  And 
,  he  says  : 

"  There  is  certainly  no  tendency  towards  a. 
!  fall  in  price,  so  that  it  cannot  be  said  either 
i  that  the  profits  of  cultivation  are  declining, 

or  that  refined  sugar  has  yet  entered  into 

competition  with  gur" 

No  apprehensions  were  felt  as  yet  as  to- 
the  future  of  the  sugar-cane  cultivation. 
This,  then,  is  the  new  information.  But 
there  is  one  district  to  which  he  has  not 
alluded.  There  is  no  report  from  the 
Government  of  Bengal.  There  is  a  report 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cal- 
cutta, which  is  a  body  of  gentlemen  who- 
have  very  strong  opinions  upon  these 
questions,  but  we  have  no  evidence  from 
the  Government  of  Bengal.  In  his  speech 
Sir  James  Westland  introduces  the  case- 
of  Mauritius,  and  he  maintains  that  there- 
is  a  very  strong  case  between  the- 
inhabitants  of  India  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Mauritius,  which  justifies,  if  possible,, 
legislation  being  proceeded  with.  That 
is  always  the  argument  in  favour  of  pro- 
tective legislation.  It  is  just  as  strong  ia 
the  case  of  the  agriculturists  of  this 
country.  If  you  once  admit  that  argu- 
ment, I  do  not  know  where  you  are  tc* 
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stop.  Then  there  was  another  speech 
made  in  that  debate.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  although  tempted  very  much  to 
criticise  that  speech,  not  only  my 
personal  respect  for  the  Viceroy,  but  also 
the  respect  which  I  feel  for  his  high  office, 
restrains  my  criticisms.  Perhaps  I  should 
say  something  which  I  should  hereafter 
wish  I  had  not  said  if  I  said  all  I  am 
inclined  to  say.  I  will  only  say  this  of  it, 
that  itwasan  eloquent  exposition  of  inaccu- 
rate statistics  and  exploded  economic  falla- 
■cies.  Comment  has  been  made  upon  the 
unanimity  with  which  the  Council  passed 
this  measure,  but  nobody  who  is  familiar 
with  its  constitution  would  charge  the 
Legislative  Council  of  India  with  being 
affected  by  Free  Trade  opinions.  They 
are  not  apostles  of  Peel  or  Cobden,  Glad- 
stone or  Northcote.  They  hold  strong 
views  on  Free  Trade  and  Protection,  and 
on  other  questions  besides  sugar.  I  may 
remind  the  House  of  the  controversy 
which  took  place  with  regard  to  the  cotton 
legislation.  The  argument  was  that  the 
duties  were  injuring  the  manufactures  in 
Lancashire  for  the  benefit  of  manufac- 
tures in  India.  Now,  Sir,  when  I  made 
my  proposals  the  Legislative  Council 
declined  to  accept  the  principle  of  an 
Excise  duty,  which,  of  course,  is  the  one 
element  to  destroy  the  protective  element. 
They  then  proposed  that,  whereas  the 
import  Customs  duty  was  fixed  at  5  per 
cent.,  the  Excise  duty  should  be  only  3| 
per  cent.  I  think  my  Lancashire  friends, 
who  were  very  angry  with  me  on  that 
occasion,  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say 
that  the  strain  of  the  controversy  from 
first  to  last  was  that  the  interests  of 
Lancashire  were  being  sacrified  in  order 
to  protect  the  cotton  industry  of  India. 
That  was  not  correct.  The  Government, 
perhaps,  have  carried  out  that  policy 
in  a  more  satisfactory  manner  than  I 
did  myself,  but  they  have  never  differen- 
tiated their  policy  from  mine  upon  that 
question.  No  one  spoke  more  strongly 
than  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  upon 
the  absolute  necessity  of  freeing  this 
■class  of  legislation  from  everything  of  a 
protective  character.  But  those  pro- 
posals did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of 
the  Council,  and  when  my  Bill  went  to 
the  Legislative  Council  it  was  only 
carried  by  two — the  voting  was  11  to  9. 
If  the  Bill  had  been  thrown  out  it  would 
have  been  upon  the  avowed  ground  that 
removing  the  element  of  protection  would 
be  a  discouragement  to  the  cultivator  of 
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cotton,  that  it  was  a  menace  to  the 
cotton  industry.  Substitute  the  word 
"  sugar  "  for  the  word  "  cotton,"  and  you 
have  the  argument  for  these  counter- 
vailing duties.  The  introduction  of  Free 
Trade  legislation  in  India  was  by 
Lord  Lytton,  the  Viceroy,  exercising  his 
absolute  prerogative  to  override  his 
Council  The  Legislative  Council  of 
India  would  not  have  Free  Trade  then, 
and  Lord  Lytton  wisely  exercised  his 
prerogative,  and  practically  repealed  the 
protective  legislation  which  led  ulti- 
mately to  the  abolition  of  the  whole  of 
the  import  duties  as  well  as  those  on 
cotton.  I  mention  these  facts  to  show 
that  the  House  must  not  take  it  for 
granted  that  this  question  is  looked 
at  in  the  Legislative  Council  of 
India  on  precisely  the  same  lines 
as  we  should  look  upon  it  here. 
Now,  Sir,  I  will  not  keep  the  House 
much  longer,  but  just  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  legislation  which  is  now  pro- 
posed. It  draws  a  line  between  bounty- 
fed  imports  and  non-bounty -fed  imports. 
But  all  the  imports  of  refined  sugar  to 
some  extent  affect  the  interests  of  the 
Indian  refiner,  and  from  that  point  of 
view  the  principle  is  the  same.  I  am 
willing  to  concede  that  in  certain  dis- 
tricts bounty-fed  sugar  may  be  produced 
at  less  than  cost  price,  but  before  it  gets 
to  the  consumer  it  has  to  bear  certain 
burdens.  There  is  the  carriage  from 
Austria  to  India ;  the  carriage  from 
Bombay  or  Calcutta  to  Upper  India  : 
and,  in  addition,  there  is  a  5  per  cent 
Customs  duty.  These  three  elements  of 
protection  the  Indian  producer  possesses 
at  present  ;  and  the  protection  afforded 
by  the  cost  of  carriage  is  one  to  which  he 
is  entitled.  But  the  ultimate  object  of 
this  measure  is  to  compensate  the  Indian 
refiner  if  you  like,  and  certainly  the 
Mauritius  refiner,  by  increasing  the  price 
of  sugar.  What  else  would  be  the  advan- 
tage of  a  countervailing  duty  ?  Into 
whose  pocket  will  the  increaso  go  ?  It 
will  be  paid  bj'  the  Indian  consumer,  and 
it  will  go  to  the  refiner,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad.  I  submit  that  there  is  no 
case  stated  for  this  legislation,  as  far  as 
the  general  facts  are  concerned.  But  I 
will  not  shrink  from  dealing  with  the 
statement  that  the  protection  is  to  be 
given,  not  against  ordinary  competition, 
but  against  competition  which  has 
attached  to  it  an  artificial  advantage. 
The   Viceroy  says  that  the  industry 
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"  should  be  relieved  from  external  com- 
petition   fortified    by    an  arbitrary 
•advantage."     But    he    does    not  say 
what     an     arbitrary     advantage  is, 
and    we    have    no    definition    of  it. 
There  are  advantages  of  climate,  soil, 
taxation,  cost  of  labour  and  raw  material,  j 
cost  of  transport,  cost  of  land,  improved  . 
processes,  and  of  many  kinds  of  Govern- ' 
ment   assistance,   direct    and    indirect.  | 
Who  is  to  say  which  is  arbitrary  1  What  ' 
do  the  planters  of  Mauritius  say  with  j 
reference  to  Australia  ?    They  say  that  ; 
they  have  lost  the  markets  of  Australia 
because  the  planters  of  Queensland  and 
New  Zealand,  with  the  assistance  of  the  ' 
money  and  credit  of  their  Governments 
and  of  protective  import  duties,  are  pro- 
ducing more  sugar  than  the  Australian 
consumption.      No     Government  can 
equalise  the  conditions  of  production. 
But  you  may  put  the  ease  in  a  more 
plausible  way,  and  say  that,  if  a  foreign 
Government  throws  a  disability  on  the 
producer  of  another  country,  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  country  is  bound  to  com- 
pensate its  own  producer  to  the  extent  of 
that  disability.    But  that  would  cover 
protective  duties  as  well  as .  bounties,  for 
there  is  no  real  difference.  Germany 
gives  so  much  per  ton  for  sugar  exported 
to  India,  and  thereby  places  the  native 
producer  at  a  disadvantage.    The  United 
States   puts    a   duty   on   British  iron 
imported,  and  thereby  places  the  British 
producer  at  a  disadvantage.  The  Viceroy 
talks  about  "  the  mutterings  of  the  high 
priests  at  the  Free  Trade  shrine."    I  will 
quote  some  of  those  mutterings  of  the  high 
priests,  and  I  will  choose  the  high  priests 
irrespective  of  party.    I  will  first  quote 
the  Conservative  Government  of  1876, 
when  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  was  at  the 
Exchequer,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  at  the 
Treasury.    What  did  they  say  when  this 
very  proposal  ^as  made  to  them  in 
1896  ? 


"The  proposal  of  a  countervailing  duty  rest* 
upon  a  principle  which  the  Government  of  this 
country  could  not  admit  without  reversing  its  That 
whole  system  of  commercial  policy.  If  the 
doctrine  was  still  maintained  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  adopt  liscal  measures  for  other 
than  fiscal  objects,  and  should  attempt  to 
make  such  measures  an  engine  for  assisting 
British  manufacturers  to  compete  on  what 
may  be  considered  equal  terms  with  their 
foreign  rivals,  the  present  case  might  un- 
very  proper  one  for 


case,  it  would  soon  be  called  upon  to  do  so  in 
other  cases  also.  Their  Lordships  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Government  ougnt  not  to 
countenance  such  a  step,  unless  it  is  proposed 
to  review  the  whole  code  of  commercial  legis- 
lation in  this  country." 

The  next  high  priest  I  will  quote  is  Sir 
Louis  Mallet.  In  the  Report  of  the  Sugar 
Bounty  Committee  he  is  reported  as 
saying  that  "  he  was  not  able  to  see  the 
difference  between  countervailing  a  bounty 
and  giving  a  bounty  against  an  import 
duty  of  a  foreign  country " ;  and  with 
respect  to  countervailing  duties  on 
bounty -fed  sugar  he  said  : 

"  I  should  very  strongly  deprecate  any  such 
policy.  I  contend  that  the  objections  to  it  in 
principle  are  of  a  most  serious  character.  I 
think  it  would  lead  to  a  demand  from  other 
industries  which  it  would  lie  very  difficult  in 
justice  to  resist.  I  entertain  the  opinion  that 
it  would  1*  found  very  difficult  to  apply  it  in 
practice,  without  imperilling  the  security  of 
our  treaty  stipulations,  and  without  involving 
us  in  very  great  difficulties  in  our  relations 
with  foreign  countries." 

The  next  high  priest  I  will  quote  is  Mr. 
Bright.  In  declining  to  attend  a  public 
meeting  at  Birmingham  on  the  sugar 
bounties  question  in  1881,  Mr.  Bright 
wrote  : 

"  Whilst  regretting  that  the  bounty  system 
exists,  I  am  quite  unable  to  act  with  you  and 
your  friends  in  favour  of  what  are  called 
countervailing  duties,  whether  as  regardssugar 
or  shipping,  or  any  other  article  of  trade." 

There  was  another  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham at  that  time  who  was  invited  to 

i  attend  the  meeting— the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  who 

;  wrote  : 

"  If  you  were  unfortunately  to  succeed  in  im- 
posing countervailing  duties  on  foreign  sugar, 
the  ertect  would  be  that  the  consumers  in  this 
country,  piincipally  of  the  working  classes, 
would,  according  to  the  figures  supplied  by  the 
su"»r  refiners  themselves,  have  to  submit  to  a 
tax  of  something  like  £1,000,000  sterling  per 
i  annum,  in  order  to  put  ihissuin  in  the  pockets 
i  of  the  West  Indian  planters  and  a  few  sugar 
refineis  in  the  United  Kingdom." 


doubtedly  be  considered  a  v< 

the  application  of  such  a  principle.  But  it 
-cannot  be  doubted  that  if  the  Government 
were  to  act  on  this  doctrine  in  the  present 


was  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon« 
Gentleman  in  his  private  and  personal 
capacity ;  and  his  official  deliverance,  as 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  as 
follows : 

"The  general  principle  which  governs  the 
financial  policy  ot  this  country  is  that  Govern- 
ment shall  not  interfere  with  the  course  of 
trade  either  by  giving  bounties  or  by  imposing 
duties.  To  this  policy  no  exception  has 
hitherto  teen  made,  whatever  the  conduct  of 
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foreign  Governments  may  have  been  either  in 
encouraging  their  own  manufacturers  or  dis- 
couraging ours.  There  are  many  ways  besides 
bounties  in  which  Governments  can  and  do 
encourage  or  discourage  particular  industries. 
None  of  these  have  hitherto  been  thought  to 
call  for  retaliation  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, yet  they  are  open  to  the  same  kind  of 
objection  as  sugar  bounties.  If  duties  are  to 
be  imposed  to  countervail  foreign  bounties, 
a  fortiori  ought  they  to  be  imposed  to  counter- 
vail protective  duties.  To  impose  countervail- 
ing duties  in  order  lo  neutralise  the  indirect 
sugar  bounties  would  therefore  be  to  take  the 
first  step  in  reversing  that  Free  Trade  policy 
which  was  adopted  on  the  clearest  ground  of 
argument,  and  has  conferred  immense  advan- 
tages on  the  industrial  classes  of  this  country." 

The  last  high  priest  whom  I  shall  quote 
is  The  Times.  When  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  regard  to  sugar 
bounties  in  1880  was  announced,  The 
Times  wrote : 

"  This  is  the  language  of  common  sense  and 
common  honesty.  Whatever  can  be  done, 
consistently  with  sound  principles,  to  induce 
foreign  Governments  to  abandon  these  foolish 
devices  of  bounties  on  the  export  of  sugar,  or 
on  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  the  Government 
are  prepared  to  do.  Beyond  this  they  cannot 
stir.  The  truth  is  that  there  Is  not  a  single 
argument  in  favour  of  countervailing  duties 
which  was  not  advanced  long  since  in  favour 
of  the  sliding  scale — of  an  8s.  fixed  duty  ami 
of  the  navigation  laws." 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central):  What  is  the  date  of  that 
article  1 

♦Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER :  The  5th  of 
November,  1880,  when  the  sugar  bounty 
question    was    under    discussion    in  ; 
this  country.     One  word   as  to  the 
position    of    Germany.     Austria,  we 
Know,  buys  from  India  precisely  the  same 
amount  that  she  sells  to  India.  But 
Germany  buys  from  India  7i  millions  of 
rupees  worth  of  goods,  and  sells  only  2h 
millions  worth   of    sugar.     The  ques- 
tion   of    bounties    does    not  enter 
into    tho  purchases  from    France  and  , 
Germany.    So  far  as  the  object  of  com- 
merce is  concerned,  India  has  only  to  take 
care  of  her  imports,  the  exports  will  take 
care  of  themselves.    Therefore  this  trade 
is  clearly  to  the  advantage  of  the  people 
of  India,  to  encourage  this  import  traue  1 
in  every  possible  way,  especially  when  im- , 
ports  of  Germany  are  sold  to  India  at  less  j 
than  the  cost  price,  while  the  exports  of 
India  to  Germany  are  sold  at  the  full  j 
price.    The  other  great  bounty  country 
is   France.    I  think  that  the  French 
bounty  is  more  than  double  the  bounty 
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given  either  in  Germany  or  Austria  ;  but 
why  do  not  the  French  have  a  monopoly 
of  the  market  1  In  conlusion,  I  can  only 
say  that  this  policy  is  a  violation  of  the 
principleof  Free  Trade,  thatit  is  thefirst  step 
towards  reversing  a  policy  which  has  been 
of  such  advantage  to  us,  and  it  can  con-, 
fer  no  benefit  on  India.  If  it  succeeds  it 
will  stereotype  antiquated  processes  of 
manufacture  and  machinery,  and  it  will 
deprive  India  of  that  fair  competition 
which  is  the  best  stimulus  to  increased 
production  and  manufacture.  If  it  had 
no  other  meaning  and  no  ulterior  purpose 
the  question  would  be  a  very  trifling  one, 
although  it  is  not  creditable  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  reverse  the  decision  which  they 
formed  in  1880 ;  but  can  you  stop  here? 
Can  India  stop  here  ?  The  Viceroy  has 
an  absolute  power  to  impose  protective 
duties  on  everything  he  may  consider 
desirable.  Can  we  stop  here  1  Because  if 
this  policy  is  good  for  India  it  is  good  for 
England.  If  it  is  right  that  the  sugar 
planters  of  Mauritius  should  be  protected 
in  the  Indian  markets  from  competition 
by  the  sugars  from  Austria  and  Germany, 
it  is  right  that  the  sugar  planters  in  the 
West  Indies  should  be  protected  in  the 
markets  of  Great  Britain  from  the  same 
competition.  I  hear  no  cheers  from  the 
Treasury  bench.   Is  that  what  you  mean! 

The  SECRETARY  for  thb 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.) :  We  should  not  cheer 
you. 

*Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER :  No,  I  dare  say 
not,  but  no  doubt  you  would  some- 
times cheer  a  principle  though  you 
despised  the  man  who  advocated 
that  principle.  If  that  is  what  you 
mean,  I  say  to  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
"Have  the  courage  of  your  convictions 
and  act  accordingly."  Let  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  make  the  announcement 
that  that  is  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  I  think  he  would  scatter 
to  the  winds  the  listless  apathy  which  we 
are  told  prevails  in  the  political  world. 
Let  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as 
the  Finance  Minister  of  Great  Britain, 
say  that  he  accepts  the  economic  doctrines 
of  the  Viceroy  of  India  and  tho  hon. 
Member  for  Central  Sheffield.  Let  him 
say  that,  and  he  will  be  within  measur- 
able distance  of  that  haven  of  rest  and 
repose  and  freedom  from  official  responsi- 
bility for  which  he  so  feelingly  pleaded 
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in  his  last  utterance  to  his  constituents. 
No,  Sir,  right  hon.  Gentlemen  do  not 
mean,  and  will  not  take,  that  fatal  plunge. 
I  will  tell  you  why.  Because  they  know 
— and  no  one  knows  better  than  the 
Colonial  Secretary  —  that  the  consti- 
tuencies would  not  tolerate  it.  They 
would  not  tolerate  the  legislative 
raising  of  the  price  of  a  great 
primary  article  of  daily  consumption 
among  the  people  of  this  country  for  the 
advantage  of  the  planters.  I  say  that 
what  we  cannot  and  what  we  dare  not  do 
for  Great  Britain  we  have  no  right  to  do 
in  India.  The  British  nation  is  as  re- 
ponsible  for  the  fiscal  policy,  for  the  com- 
mercial freedom,  for  the  material  progress 
of  India  as  it  is  for  its  civil  and  military 
administration.  It  is  our  legitimate 
pride  that  we  have  rescued  India  from 
anarchy,  from  internecine  strife,  from 
foreign  aggression.  We  have  stamped  on 
its  government,  on  its  institutions,  on  its 
daily  life,  that  marvellous  combination  of 
law  and  order,  of  individual  freedom  and 
inflexible  justice,  which  are  the  character- 
istics and  glory  of  British  rule  the  wide 
world  over.  We  have  adopted  that  policy 
because  we  know  by  dear-bought  and  long 
experience  that  it  was  best  for  ourselves, 
and  we  believed  it  to  be  the  best  for  that 
great  empire  which  was  entrusted  to  our 
charge.  We  have  adopted  the  policy 
and  we  have  persevered  in  it,  although  it 
has  been  misrepresented  and  misunder- 
stood, and  at  times  unpopular.  We  are 
bound  to  apply  that  principle  all  the 
way  through,  and  the  test  of  righteous 
trusteeship  is  that  you  deal  with  the 
interests  of  others  on  the  same  lines  as 
you  deal  with  your  own  interests  in 
similar  circumstances.  For  half  a  century 
this  country  has  found  it  to  be  to  its 
commercial  advantage  and  to  its  material 
interests  to  have  its  trade  unfettered,  that 
our  people  should  be  at  liberty,  whenever 
and  wherever  they  pleased,  to  trade  in 
the  best  and  cheapest  markets,  and,  above 
all,  that  we  should  levy  no  tax  except  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  and  should  not 
benefit  one  section  of  the  community  at 
the  expense  of  the  rest.  Our  commercial 
history,  our  national  prosperity,  the  mar- 
vellous improvement  in  the  condition  of 
our  people,  are  proofs  of  the  wisdom  of 
that  policy.  We  know,  the  House  knows, 
Members  on  the  other  side  in  their  hearts 
know,  that  the  nation  would  resist  to  the 
uttermost  any  attempt  to  weaken  or 
reverse  that  policy ;  and  I  ask  the  House 


to-night  to  deal  with  these  retrograde, 
illusory,  mischievous  proposals  of  the 
Indian  Government  as  they  would  deal 
with  the  same  proposals  if  they  were 
made  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

♦Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Cardiff):  I 
cannot  hope  to  reach  the  flights  of  elo- 
quence which  have   distinguished  the 
conclusion   of   the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat. 
But  there  is  not  a  word  in  that  speech 
from  which  I  dissent,  and  I  felt  myself 
bound  in  honour  to  second  this  motion 
to-night.    I  have  been  told  thai  this  is 
a  motion  of  censure,  and  that  it  is  wrong 
for  anyone  on  the  Government  benches  to 
j  second  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Govern- 
ment.   But  the  motion  has  only  taken 
the  form  of  a  vote  of  censure  because  the 
I  Government  has  resolutely  persisted  in 
,  denying  hon.  Members  an  opportunity  of 
|  raising  a  debate  on  the  question  on  its 
merits  during  the  last  three  months. 
|  Perhaps   I   have   wearied    the  House 
•  with   my   pertinacity   in    this  matter, 
but  my  knowledge  of    India  enables 
ine  to  appreciate  the  far-reaching  eon- 
i  sequences  of  legislation  of  this  kind. 
I  have  persisted  in  putting  questions  to 
i  the  Government  day  after  day,  and  the 
\  Leader  of  the  House,  instead  of  giving  me 
j  an  opportunity  to  raise  the  question  at  a 
j  time  when  perhaps  the  passing  of  this 
i  legislation  might  have  been  stopped  alto- 
|  gether — certainly  at  a  time  when  further 
:  inquiry  might  have  been  granted  by  the 
[  Government  of  India — answered  me  in 
i  language  of  scarcely  veiled  mockery  that 
!  he  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  bring  on 
i  this  Debate,  but  that  really  the  Govern- 
I  ment  could  not  find  the  time  for  it. 
What !    Not  find  time  to  discuss  a  sub- 
ject involving  the  commercial  policy  of 
the  British  Empire,  when  hon.  Members 
j  are  dragged  to  the  House  day  after  day 
and  week  afrer  week  to  waste  their  time  on 
j  puerilities  of  legislation  which  are  hardly 
I  worth  the  attention  of  a  serious  assembly  ! 
I  A  few  weeks  ago  I  sent  a  message  to  the 
Leader  of  the  House  through  the  right 
I  hon.    Gentleman's    private  secretary, 
offering,  if  the  Government  desired,  to 
j  show  a  way  in  which  the  Government 
!  could  get  out  of  what  I  looked  upon  as  a 
|  grave   departmental    blunder  without 
casting  any  discredit  on  the  Viceroy,  or 
involving  him  in  any  conflict  with  ihis 
House,  or  weakening  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  India.    The  right  hon. 
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Gentleman  did  not  take  the  slightest 
notice  of  that  communication.  I  mention 
this  fact  in  order  to  show  that  I  am  justi- 
fied in  the  action  now  taken.  I  have  not 
taken  this  step  without  consulting  those 
who,  after  all,  are  our  masters.  I  refer 
to  my  constituents.  I  have  been  twice 
in  Cardiff,  and  I  have  fully  explained  my 
views  o»i  the  subject.  I  have  addressed 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  from  that 
day  to  this  not  a  whisper  of  remonstrance 
has  reached  me  from  any  person  in  Cardiff 
against  the  action  I  am  now  taking.  I 
am  therefore  entitled  to  say  that  the 
whole  of  that  constituency,  whether  Con- 
servative or  Liberal,  is  united  as  one 
man  in  giving  me  a  free  hand  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  wonder,  however,  whether  that 
is  the  case  with  the  hon.  Members  repre- 
senting other  important  constituencies. 
I  wonder  what  the  Leader  of  the  House 
has  to  say  to  the  resolution  passed  within 
the  last  day  or  two  by  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  Chamber 
of  Commerce  includes  a  large  number  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  political 
friends,  and  the  resolution  said  : 

"  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  Government  of  India, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Government  at  home, 
in  levying  countervailing  duties  on  sugar  im- 
ported from  bounty-giving  countries  is  opposed 
to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  India,  con- 
stitutes a  dangerous  precedent  calculated  to 
lead  to  the  adoption  of  a  similar  policy  in  the 
United  Kingdom  and  to  demands  which 
cannot  be  consistently  resisted  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  countervailing  duties  in  several 
other  directions,  and  without  a  departure  from 
the  principle  of  Free  Trade." 

I  leave  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
settle  that  matter  with  the  constituency 
which  he  represents. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  have  heard  nothing  from  my 
constituency. 

♦Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  :  I  am  reading 
a  resolution  passed  by  a  large  public  body. 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single 
Minister — not  even  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
with  all  his  courage  for  rash  enterprises 
— who,  having  seen  the  effect  this  agita- 
tion has  had  in  familiarising  the  people 
of  England  with  the  true  consequences  of 
this  policy,  would  rise  in  his  place  and  pro- 
pose countervailing  duties  in  this  country. 
That,  at  least,  is  one  good  thing  that  the 
present  agitation  has  done,  for  counter  vail- 
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ing  duties  in  England  are  henceforth  as 
dead  as  bimetallism.     Now  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  believe — and  for  a  long 
time  I  did  not  believe,  until  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Blue  Book — that  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  collective  body  were  in  favour 
of  the  policy  inaugurated  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 
How  could  I  think  it  possible  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  con- 
sent to  a  measure  of  this  sort  1  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  assailed 
for  his  lapse  from  virtue — economical 
virtue  I  mean — in  tampering  with  the 
Sinking  Fund,  but  I  remember  that  not 
long  ago  he  made  an  almost  impassioned 
protest  against  preferential  duties  of  any 
kind.  India  has  hitherto  been  the  greatest 
market  of  the  world  which  has  supported 
the  principle  of  Free  Trade,  and  has  been 
worth  more  to  us  in  this  respect  than  all  the 
self-governing  colonies  put  together.  India 
has  given  us  the  open  door  which  we  pro- 
fess to  desire  all  over  the  world,  and  now 
we  are  going,  by  a  shabby  and  discredit- 
able device,  to  shut  that  door  in  India 
when  we  are  afraid  to  do  it  in  this 
country.    But  as  soon  as  the  Blue  Book 
appeared  it  became  perfectly  obvious  to 
all  the  world  why  this  law  had  been 
instituted  and  passed  with  so  much  in- 
decent haste  by  the  Council  of  the  Viceroy 
of  India.    There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  influence  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  supplied  the 
India  Office  with  the  motive  power  which 
was  necessary  to  pass  this  legislation.  I 
do  not  question  the  noble  Lord's  sincerity 
for  a  moment  in  this  matter,  but  I  do  say 
that  the  energy  with  which  he  pursued 
this  policy  only  dates  from  the  moment 
of  the  intervention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  may  state 
at  once  that  that  statement  is  absolutely 
untrue. 

♦Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  :  I  do  not 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
any  right  to  say  that,  for  I  am  simply  going 
on  what  is  in  this  Blue  Book.  I  find  that 
the  first  occasion  on  which  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  interfered  was  on  July 
23rd  last  year.  Immediately  afterwards 
— within  a  month — on  August  25th,  Ihe 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  wrote  to  Lord 
Elgin,  who  had  refused  to  introduce  these 
countervailing  duties,  to  say   what  he 
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thought  ought  to  bo  done.  Then,  of  course, 
we  come  to  the  opinion  of  Lord  Elgin  ; 
but  what  was  written  to  him  did  not  make 
any  impression  upon  his  fixed  mind  upon 
this  subject.  Then  there  was  a  change 
of  Viceroys  in  India,  and  once  more  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  comes 
to  the  front,  and  writes  immediately  to 
the  noble  Lord  to  say  what  he 
thinks  ought  to  be  done  in  India. 
I  really  cannot  understand  why  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  think  it  necessary 
to  interfere  in  Indian  affairs.  Is  he 
pining  for  new  worlds  to  conquer  1  Has 
he  not  sufficient  spheres  of  influence 
already  ?  Surely  Africa  itself  is  large 
enough  to  fill  the  ambition  of  anyone, 
however  overweening  that  ambition  may 
be.  At  all  events,  one  would  have  thought 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inter- 
fered with  India  he  would  have  settled 
his  little  differences  with  President 
Kruger,  and  then  he  might  have  rejoiced, 
but  his  policy  is  apparently  not  so  suc- 
cessful at  the  present  moment  as  he 
desires.  I  will  now  take  the  despatch 
w  ritten  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
dated  the  7th  January,  and  point  out  the 
power  he  wielded  at  the  India  Office. 
In  the  first  paragraph  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain asked  Lord  George  Hamilton 
to  bring  to  the  special  notice 
of  Lord  Curzon,  who  had  only  just  been 
appointed  Viceroy,  two  important  ques- 
tions affecting  the  Island  of  Mauritius. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded 
to  say  that  the  industry  of  the  sugar 
planters  in  Mauritius  may  be  destroyed. 
In  another  part  of  the  despatch  he 
actually  speaks  of  their  ruin  being  pro 
bable  if  some  change  is  not  immediately 
made  in  the  sugar  tariff  of  India.  There 
is  absolutely  no  foundation  for  a  state- 
ment of  that  kind.  Statistics  show  that 
the  sugar  industry  of  Mauritius  has  never 
been  in  the  slightest  danger  since  they 
found  an  excellent  market  in  India.  I 
am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  sugar  planters  1 
in  Mauritius  do  not  themselves  get  a  j 
bounty  of  some  kind  from  the  State.  , 
As  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  I 
for  Wolverhampton  has  said,  bounties  are  j 
of  all  kinds.  I  pointed  this  out  the  other  ' 
day  to  the  Governor-General  of  Queens- 
land, when  he  told  me  that  if  Queens- 
land had  fair  play  it  would  be  able  to 
supply  sufficient  sugar  for  the  whole  of  the 
British  Empire.  I  said  to  him,  "  Don't 
you  consider  that  you  had  a  re- 
markably big  bounty  given  you  when 


the  Imperial  Government  presented  you 
with  immense  tracts  of  fertile  country 
extending  over  three  times  the  area  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ? "  Surely  that  was 
a  very  considerable  bounty  to  give  to 
Queensland,  and  they  ought  to  be  able 
to  produce  sugar  there  as  well  as  the 
planters  in  other  countries.  Even  in  the 
West  Indies  I  should  say  that  consider- 
able bounties  hUve  been  given  already,  for 
at  the  time  of  the  emancipation  of  the 
slaves  we  practically  made  a  present  to- 
them  of  the  whole  of  the  properties  be- 
longing to  individual  citizens  in  this 
country.  Many  Members  of  this  House 
are,  perhaps,  at  the  present  moment  suf- 
fering— either  themselves  or  their  families 
are  suffering — from  the  great  act  of  vi- 
carious virtue  which  England  performed 
when  she  emancipated  the  slaves.  We  then 
presented  the  land  in  fee  simple  to  the 
emancipated  slaves,  and  all  they  did  was  to 
turn  Jamaica,  which  was  once  the  garden 
of  the  world,  into  a  howling  wilderness. 
It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  determine 
when  an  industry  is  bounty  fed  or  not.  I 
looked  through  the  Mauritius  Administra- 
tive Report,  and  I  came  across  this 
passage : 

"  Parcelling  out  land  amongst  Indians  pro- 
ceeds on  a  large  scale.  In  the  majority  of  case* 
no  money  passes  for  the  first  year  or  two, 
except  the  value  of  the  canes,  if  there  lie  any 
ripe  enough  to  cut  in  the  first  year.  Tins  great 
settlement  of  labouring  Indians  upon  the  land 
will  undoubtedly  lead  to  a  great  increase  in 
the  production  of  sugar  canes,  raise  the  value 
of  the  land,  and  must  ultimately  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  central  factories  and  the  divi- 
sion of  lalwur." 

It  seems  that  land  is  being  parcelled  out 
rent  free  for  a  year  or  two  amongst 
Indian  planters  in  Mauritius  so  that  they 
ma}*  grow  sugar  at  a  cost  which  would 
enable  them  to  compete  with  native  sugar 
in  India.  That  is  the  kind  of  Protection 
which  we  are  asked  to  encourage  to-day. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
speaks  of  his  own  personal  views.  We 
have  nothing,  of  course,  to  do  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  personal  views  so 
long  as  they  are  not  embodied  in  acts  of 
legislation  or  administrative  proceedings 
which  are  likely  to  bring  damage  to  the 
Empire,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
perfectly  at  liberty  to  keep  them  to  him- 
self. I  am  not  quite  sure  what  the  per- 
sonal views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
are  on  many  subjects,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think  he  takes  his  foreign  policy  from 
the  hon.   Member   for    the  Ecclosall 
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Division  of  Sheffield  (Sir  E.  Ashmead- 1 
Bartlett)  and  his  political  economy  from  . 
.thehon.  and  gallant  Member  for  the  Central 
Division  of  Sheffield  (Sir  Howard  Vincent).  , 
Those  are  views  which  are  not  likely  ; 
•to  commend  themselves  either  to  the 
House  of  Commons  or  to  the  British  1 

Eeople.    They  may  be  taught  in  the  new 
University  of  Birmingham-  to  the  sons  of 
-new  Liberal  Unionist  Peers,  but  I  do  not 
.think  we  need  concern  ourselves  about 
them  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
■Secretary  of  State    for    the  Colonies 
-absolutely  forgets  that  India  is  knot  self- 
governed  at  all.    It  is  a  dependency  of 
the  Crown,  and  as  was  so  well  pointed  ; 
out  in  that  splendid  despatch  of  Lord  : 
.Salisbury's,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  has  1 
quoted  : 

"  India  is  bound  more  closely  and  intimately  ' 
■to  the  House  of  Commons  in  matters  of  com-  . 

mercial  policy  than  any  other  part  of  the 

Empire.     It  is  here  that  the  commercial  . 

policy  of  India  has  to  be  decided,  and  if  we 
•are  to  act  in  the  interests  of  India,  we  in  | 

this  House  ought  to  watch  closely  and  con- 
stantly over  the  application  of  the  principles 

which  we  lay  down. 

Having  received  that  dispatch  from  the 
•Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  the  ! 
•noble  Lord  again  at  once  took  action,  and  a  j 
good  deal  has  been  said  alx>ut  the  conduct 
•of  the  Viceroy  in  this  matter.  It  appears 
4o  me  that  the  Viceroy  is  very  much  to 
be  pitied  in  the  position  in  which  he  has 
Tjeen  placed.  He  has  only  just  received 
•one  of  the  highest  posts  in  the  gift  of  the 
Oown,  when  a  new  law  is  pressed  upon 
him,  in  a  series  of  telegrams  repeated 
.almost  day  after  day,  saying  : 

"When  are  you  going  to  introduce  thin? 
Send  us  news  the  moment  it  is  passed. 
Will  telegraph  acceptance.  Ering  it  into 
•  operation. 

Lord  Curzon  asked  at  first  that  he  might 
T)e  given  more  time  to  consider  the  matter, 
but  no  time  was  allowed  him ;  andthen  he 
took  up  in  a  loyal  spirit  the  instructions 
he  had  received  from  the  Government , 
which  had  just  made  him  Viceroy,  and 
he  proceeded  with  a  great  deal  of  im- 
petuosity to  carry  out  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  their  wishes,  in  fact,  he 
gave  the    Government    of    India  no 
rest   until    he   had  passed  this  law.  , 
It  was  introduced  on  the  10th  February, 
passed  on  the  28th  February,  before  there 
had  been  even  time — for  it  was  not  pub-  \ 
Jished  in  the  Gazette  until  the  following 
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Tuesday — to  send  the  Bill  to  the  different 
provinces  of  India  and  to  receive  any 
reply  by  ordinary  post  as  to  the  impres- 
sion it  had  made  on  the  public.   I  never 
heard  of  such  indecent  haste  to  carry  a 
measure  which  was  not  at  all  urgent 
since  Richard  III.  said  he  could  not  go 
to  his  breakfast  until  be  had  the  head  of 
Lord  Hastings  placed  on  the  table  before 
him.    The  \iceroy  said  he  could  not  go 
to  Simla  until  this  Bill  had  passed,  and 
the    Indian    Legislature  immediately 
obeyed  his  orders.    We  hear  a  great  deal 
about  the  Legislative  Council  of  India, 
and  people  might  imagine  that  it  was  a 
great  free  assembly,,  something  after  the 
model  of  the  House  of  Commons.  But, 
of  course,  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
Viceroy  is  there  surrounded  by  courtiers, 
and  he,  like  Cato,  "  Gives  hi»  little  Senate 
laws,  And  sits  attentive  to   his  own 
applause."    Most  of  the  Members  there 
are  really  courtiers  of  the  stamp  of  those 
gentlemen  who  first  of  all  denounced  coun- 
ter vailingduties  with  LordElgin  or  myself, 
and  then  approved  of  countervailing  duties 
with  Lord   Curzon.    Human  nature  is 
pretty  much  the  same  in  all  ages.  These 
gentlemen  act  as  the  immortal  Vicar  of 
Bray  did,  who,  no  matter  whichsoever  king 
might  reign,  would  still  be  Vicar  of  Bray. 
No  doubt  the  noticeable  change  which  has 
taken  place  in  what  was  once  the  proud 
independence  of  the  Indian  Civil  servants 
is  due  to  the  extremely  lavish  distribu- 
tion of  honours  and  decorations  con- 
ferred upon  them.    It  seems  to  me  that 
modern  governments  have  found  that 
these  honours — as  they  are  called— are 
a  more  potent  instrument  of  political 
corruption  and  social  degradation  than 
Walpole  ever  dreamed  of.     That  is  the 
type  of  men  who  for  the  most  part 
form  the  Council  of  the  Viceroy.  There 
are,   I  admit,  some  independent  mem- 
bers. There  is  one  distinguished  barrister 
who  pleaded  with  the  Government  not  to 
press  the  Bill.    He  said :   "  Do  give  us. 
a  little  time  to  consider  this  measure ; 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee  ;  let  it  take 
its  usual  course."     But  the  Government 
would  not  listen  to  a  word  of  remonstrance 
of  that  kind,  and  insisted  that  it  should 
be  passed  immediately  and  at  all  hazards, 
and  they  thought  of  having  the  public 
opinion  of  India  behind  them.  The  noble 
Lord  boasted  in  the  House  of  Commons 
the  other  day  that  the  whole  public 
opinion  of  India  was  demanding  this 
Bill,  and  extraordinary  telegrams  were 
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sent  from  Calcutta  pointing  out  that  I 
stood  alone  in  opposing  this  Taw,  and  that 
the  whole  of  India  was  on  the  side  of 
the  Viceroy.  I  ascertained  by  telegraph 
that  that  statement  was  absolutely  incor- 
rect. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  has  shown 
that  even  most  of  the  provincial 
Governments — who  are  largely  under  the 
control  of  the  Supreme  Government — 
were  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  this 
law.  Mention  has  been  made  of  Sir 
Anthony  Macdonell.  I  would  most  wil- 
lingly pay  attention  to  anything  advised 
by  that  distinguished  servant  of  the 
Crown,  but  the  views  he  expressed  were 
purely  hypothetical.  He  said  if  the  in- 
troduction of  bounty-fed  sugar  were  to 
cause  the  cultivation  of  sugar-cane  to  fall 
off  then  the  price  might  be  affected.  But 
he  has  since  stated  that  the  cultivation  of 
sugar-cane  has  not  been  affected  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  India.  And  anyone 
who  knows  anything  of  the  matter  knows 
that  the  people  of  India  will  always  con- 
sume nine-tenths  of  the  sugar  produced 
in  the  country.  The  production  of  sugar 
is  perfectly  enormous  in  India.  In  fact, 
India  can  grow  sugar  to  supply  the  world, 
and  would  grow  it  more  easily  under  the 
stimulus  of  competition  than  under  pro- 
tection. I  notice  that  the  Viceroy  in  his 
speeches  and  numerous  addresses  thinks 
that  he  has  a  sort  of  Divine  mission  to 
encourage  native  industries  in  India.  I 
can  assure  him  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
is  wanted.  The  Bombay  Government 
took  up  a  strong  position  on  this  matter. 
The  Bombay  newspapers  were  good 
enough  to  rebuke  me  for  having  criti- 
cised the  noble  Lord,  and  said  that  I 
knew  nothing  of  the  public  opinion 
of  India.  But  it  turns  out  that 
the  editors  of  the  Bombay  newspapers 
were  the  only  people  who  knew  absolutely 
nothing  of  the  state  of  public  opinion  in 
India.  In  Western  India  not  only  all  the 
distinguished  servants  of  the  Crown,  at 
Poonah,  Kurrachoe,  Berar,  etc.,  and  the 
whole  mercantile  community,  native  and 
European,  but  the  Government  itself  were 
entirely  opposed  to  the  introduction  of 
these  countervailing  duties.  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  noble  Lord  to  a  statement 
which  Lord  Curzon  made  on  20th  March, 
in  which  he  assured  the  Legislative 
Council  that  this  Bill  had  been  backed  up 
with  a  weight  of  opinion  which  for  quality 
and  homogeneousness  had  never  been 
equalled.    I  am  sure  that  Lord  Curzon  is 
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not  a  man  to  make  a  statement  of  that 
kind  without  believing  it  to  be  correct.  I 
won't  repeat  the  offensive  phrase  used  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  me  just  now  when  he 
stated  that  what  I  had  said  was  untrue; 
but  I  will  say  that  what  Lord  Curzon 
stated  was  absolutely  unfounded.  There 
was  no  homogeneous  feeling  in  India.  I 
assume  that  Lord  Curzon  made  that  state- 
ment in  Council,  not  with  the  intention 
of  deceiving,  but  because  he  had  never 
read  or  seen  that  despatch  of  the  Bombay 
Government  in  which  they  protested 
against  the  introduction  of  the  law. 
He  could  not  have  seen  it.  He 
introduced  this  law  before  he  could 
possibly  receive  the  despatch  of  the 
Bombay  Government,  which  was  only 
written  on  the  23rd  of  February,  and  could 
not  have  reached  Calcutta  before  the  end 
of  that  month.  The  decision  of  theGovern- 
ment  of  India  was  taken  on  the  25th  of  Feb- 
ruary, long  before  it  could  have  received 
the  statement  of  the  views  of  the  im- 
portant Government  of  Bombay  on  the 
subject.  This  is  a  sample  of  the  noble 
Lord's  allegation  that  the  public  opinion 
of  India  was  with  the  Viceroy  in  this 
matter.  So  much  for  the  provincial 
Governments  and  the  Council.  But  I 
would  ask  what  is  the  real  opinion  of  the 
Indian  Press  on  this  question,  because 
much  has  been  made  of  the  apparent 
unanimity  of  the  Indian  Press  in  support  of 
the  Government.  It  was  my  duty  to 
read  the  articles  which  have  appeared 
supporting  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  were  mostly  what  are  called 
inspired  articles,  and  inspired  articles  are 

fenerally  like  the  Address  to  the 
'hrone,  which  is  usually  an  echo  of 
Her  Majesty's  speech.  These  inspired 
articles  are  usually  an  echo  of  the  state- 
ments made  by  Ministers  in  Council.  All 
the  Indian  papers  which  have  carefully 
examined  the  question  have  declared 
against  countervailing  duties.  I  could 
quote  the  Indian  Daily  News,  which  has 
completely  gone  over  to  the  side  of  the 
opponents  of  the  law,  and  the  whole  of 
the  native  Press  is  now  on  the  same  side. 
I  will  quote  an  extract  from  a  well- 
known  newspaper,  the  Times  of  India, 
which  arrived  here  by  last  mail,  and 
which  is  well  known  to  be  still  favourable 
to  the  Government  of  India.  The  Times 
of  India  says  : 

"  There  has  been  a  wonderful  (ihange  in  the 
native  Press  of  India.  The  Government  have 
passed  a  law  at  the  behest  of  Mr.  Chamberlain 

2  X 


{15  June  1899} 


1231 


Indian  Tariff 


{COMMONS} 


Ad,  1899. 


1232 


for  the  benefit  of  the  sugar  planters  of 
Mauritius,  and  they  must  be  prepared  for  a 
fine  avalanche  of  denunciation  by  those  who 
have  taken  all  the  moralities  under  their 
eharge.  _  The  storm  of  reproach  is  already 
blowing  in  that  direction,  and  we  know  what 
is  coming." 


That    shows    what    is    the  present 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  native  Press 
in  regard  to  the  law  passed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  Who  were  the  real  authors 
of  this  legislation  in  India  1   If  we  look  at 
the  Blue  Book  we  find  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  sugar  refiners  in  the  North- 
West  Provinces.    You  would  naturally 
look  for  the  names  of  native  merchants, 
but  you  find  all  the  gentlemen  who  signed 
the  petition  hail  from  north  of  the  Tweed. 
They  nearly  all  belong  to  the  same  class 
of  gentlemen  who  have  lately  come  down 
from  Glasgow  and  Greenock,  and  have 
assured  us  that  we  should  pass  similar  legis- 
lation for  the  United  Kingdom.  A  deputa- 
tion of  them  waited  the  other  day  on  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
then  they  were  good  enough  to  seek  an 
interview  with  me  and  discuss  the  matter 
with    me.     They   came   to   me,  and 
said  that  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  been  most  sympathetic 
with  them.    I  asked  them  if  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  had  promised 
to  do  anything  for  them  ;  and  they  said 
"No,  but  he  advised  them  that  they 
ought  to  convert  public  opinion " ;  and 
they  were  good  enough  to  add  "  We  are 
beginning  with  you."    I  advised  them  to 
begin  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, to  which  they  replied  that  "  if  they 
could  convert  me  they  would  have  an 
easy  task  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer." Thesegentlemen  seemed  to  me  to 
be  exceedingly  prosperous,  although  they 
complained  of  being  ruined.     But  it 
struck  me  that  all  they  were  pushing  for 
was  their  own  interests,  and  that  they 
cared     nothing     for     the  interests 
of  the  great  consumers  of  the  country. 
It  was  much  the  same  sort  of  gentlemen 
who  sent  a  petition  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal,  and  asked  that  they  should  be 
given  a  monopoly  of  refined  sugar.  It 
would  be  much  easier,  by  the  employ- 
ment of  skilled  labour  and  improved 
machinery,  to  turn  out  a  better  article 
than  at  present  and   so  command  the 
market.     But  they  will  never  do  such 
a  thing  until  stimulated  by  foreign  com- 
petition.   We  have  forced,  as  I  have  said, 
Free  Trade  on' India,  but  Free  Trade  has 
conferred    immense    benefits   on  that 
Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean. 


country  as  well  as  on  this  country.  It 
is  not  the  fact  that  there  is  any  want 
of  money  or  enterprise  in  India,  or  that 
when   the  necessity  of    finding  new 
markets  is  forced  upon  the  people  they 
are  incapable  of  rising  to  the  opportunity. 
Just  look  at  what  they  have  done  with 
their  cotton,  always  under  the  stimulus 
of  very  forced  and  unrestricted  foreign 
competition.     Manchester  goods  prac- 
tically killed  the  hand  loom  industry  of 
India,  famous  in  all  previous  ages  ;  but  the 
natives  have  not  been  behind  in  adapting 
to  their  own  use  the  machinery  and 
methods  of  Manchester,  and  there  are 
no  more  successful  cotton  mills  in  the 
world  than  are  to  be  found  in  Bombay 
and  a  number  of  other  places  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.    With  the  goods  they  have 
turned  out  from  short  staple  cotton  they 
have  successfully  beaten  Manchester  oat 
of  the  market.    All  that  was  done  with 
Free  Trade.     Look  at  the  great  tea 
industry  of  India.    It  has  beaten  China 
out  of  the  English  market.    Has  that 
trade  been  built  up  by  Government  pro- 
tection 1    No,  but  by  the  enterprise  of 
free  Englishmen    knowing    what  was 
wanted,  and  how  to  apply  successfully 
capital  to  the  production  of  the  article 
required.     Take  coal.     When   I  first 
went  to  India  I  remember  coal  was 
only  used  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
pits  in  Bengal  from  which  it  was  ob- 
tained.    At    the    beginning   of  this 
year  I  find  that  coal  is  used  on  all 
the  twenty  odd  thousand  miles  of  the 
Indian  railway  system.     It  has  beaten 
English  coal  almost  entirely  out  of  the 
market.    It  is  used  on  all  the  steamers 
running  from  Bombay  to  Suez,  and  but 
for  the  heavy  duties  in  the  Suez  Canal 
Indian  ooal  would  pass  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  compete  with  English  ooal 
there.    All  this  has  been  done  without 
Government  protection,  by  capital,  in- 
dustry, and  enterprise  working  together 
with  freedom  against  foreign  competition. 
Then  there  is  the  success  of  Indian  beer 
against  the  competition  of  both  English 
and  German  beer,  and  there  are  innumer- 
able other  cases  in  which  India  has  shown 
itself  quite  alive  to  the  necessities  of 
modern  industries.  The  most  remarkable 
illustration  I  could  give  the  House  of  the 
really  good  working  of  Free  Trade  is 
this.  In  the  old  days  every  town  in  India 
was  lighted  with  little  lamps  containing 
ooeoanut  oil,  and  a  very  disagreeable 
light  it  often  was.     Paraffin  oil  was 
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introduced  by  America  and  sent  out  in  ; 
tins  and  speedily  took  possession  of  the 
market,  and  it  was  taken  into  consump- 1 
tion  all  over  India.    Finally,  Russia  sue  i 
ceeded  in  beating  America  out  of  the 
market  with  the  help  of  English  capital. 
Russia  invented  a  system  of  sending 1 
petroleum  in  tank  steamers  to  Bombay, 
where  it  was  sold  by  measure  to  the  , 
people,  and  the  expense  of  the  tins  and  j 
the,  long  voyage  from  America  was  saved. 
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The  insolence  of  office,  and  the  spnrns 
That  patient  merit  of  the  unworthy  takes." 

The  noble  Lord  practically  told  me  that  I 
had  better  mind  my  own  business. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  dissented. 

•Me.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  I  am  not 
giving  the  noble  Lord's  exact  words,  but  he 
said  he  had  told  me  more  than  once  that 
he  declined  to  interfere  with  the  expres- 


Rusaia  now  has  nearly  the  whole  trade  of  8ion  of  opinion  and  the  determination  of 
lighting  India.    Would  not  this  have  "    "  .  , 

been  a  magnificent  opportunity  for  a  Vice- 
roy who  thought  he  had  a  mission  to  save 
the  industries  of  India  to  say,  "  We  will 
not  have  the  immemorial  cocoanut-oil 
lamps  extinguished.    We  must  protect 

our  industries,  and  we  will  not  give  this  Table  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose,  of 
vast  trade  to  our  natural  enemies  the  i  course,  of  founding  questions  and  motions 
Russians."  What  has  been  the  result  of  upon  it,  and  as  it  was  under  discussion  in 
the  introduction  of  this  trade  in  India  ?  the  Indian  Legislature  I  replied,  as  every 
The  native  growers  of  oil  seeds,  being  |  Secretary  of  State  would,  that  I  declined 


the  Government  of  India  upon  a  question 
of  this  kind. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  put  a  question  to  me  to  this 
effect:    Would  I  lay  this  Bill  on  the 


forced  to  find  another  market  for  their 
products,  have  discovered  that  these 
vegetable  oils  are  the  best  that  can 
possibly  be  used  in  all  the  great  machine 


to  interfere  with  the 
Indian  Government. 


functions  of  the 


♦Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  :  That  is  where 


works  in  Europe,  and  now  these  oil  seeds  1  the  noble  Lord  makes  what  I  conceive  to 


are  in  greater  demand  than  ever, .  and 
fetch  a  higher  price  than  before.  That  is 
a  splendid  example  of  the  natural  working 
of  Free  Trade  and  the  advantage  that 
freedom  of  trade  gives  to  the  people.  I 
thought  it  right  to  say  this  because  it 
seems  to  me  that  people  adopt  a  too 
apologetic  tone  for  forcing  Free  Trade  on 
India.  Free  Trade  would  never  have 
been  adopted  there  by  the  natives,  but  if 
you  ask  all  the  more  intelligent  natives 
now  you  will  find  that  they  are  satisfied 
that  the  present  system  of  commerce  is 
the  best  thing  that  England  could  have 
possibly  given  them.    I  shall,  I  am  afraid, 


be  a  very  great  mistake.  The  Indian 
Legislature  has  no  independent  position. 
It  has  only  delegated  powers  from  this 
Parliament.  What  is  the  position 
of  the  noble  Lord  towards  the 
Indian  Government  ?  It  is  very  clearly 
defined  in  the  despatch  written  by  Lord 
Salisbury,  when  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  in  1875.  Lord  Harrington  had 
taken  off  the  cotton  duties  in  order  to 
put  Manchester  and  India  on  an  equal 
footing,  and  the  Indian  Government,  at 
the  time  strongly  Protectionist,  claimed 
that  they  had  a  right  as  an  independent 
Legislature  to  pass  any  tariff  laws  they 


weary  the  House,  but  I  have  had  this  !  chose.  Lord  Salisbury  absolutely  declined 


matter  much  in  my  mind  and  I  have 
never  been  allowed  to  speak  on  it  in  the 
House  before.  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  upon  the  constitutional  point 
touched  on  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of- State  for 
India  seems  to  have  formed  a  radically 
false  conception  of  his  powers  and  his 
responsibilities  to  this  House.  When  I 
put  a  question  to  him  on  this  subject  he 
retorted  in  tones  of  some  asperity — an 
asperity  which  might  have  kindled  re- 
sentment in  my  bosom  if  we,  who  are 
below  the  gangway,  were  not  used  by  this 
time  to 


to  give  them  this  power.  One  excellent 
reason  he  gave  was,  that  unless  complete 
unanimity  was  assured  beforehand  be- 
tween the  House  of  Commons,  repre- 
sented by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
Indian  Government,  there  was  no  security 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Viceroy's 
authority  in  India,  which  would  receive 
rude  shocks  by  the  decisions  of  the 
Government  of  India  being  frequently 
challenged  in  this  House.  It  was  impos- 
sible, said  Lord  Salisbury,  for  the  House 
of  Commons  to  part  with  its  control  over 
Indian  finance,  and  therefore  the  power 
was  specially  reserved  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  by  Lord  Salisbury  to  re- 
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present  the  House  of  Commons  in  tariff 
matters,  and  never  to  let  any  change  in 
Indian  tariff  laws  be  introduced  without 
his  assent.  It  seems  to  me  that  that 
power  which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  imposes  upon  him 
a  very  heavy  responsibility,  and  he  ought 
to  take  especial  care,  as  is  his  constitu- 
tional duty,  that  no  sudden  or  rash  change 
in  the  settled  commercial  policy  of  this 
Empire  is  introduced  into  the  Legislative 
Council  of  India,  unless  he  is  assured 
of  the  support  of  the  House  of 
Commons  whose  servant  he  is.  It  may 
be  said  that  the  House,  if  it  does  not 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  a  Secretary  of 
State,  has  the  right|to  remove  him,  but  that 
is  not  enough.  We  know  that  if  we  re- 
move him  we  shall  only  have  another  noble 
lord  in  his  place.  I  deny  that  it  is  any 
advantage  to  us,  after  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  had  the  opportunity  of  throwing 
India  into  confusion  for  six  months,  and 
of  giving  a  rude  shock  to  the  authority 
of  the  new  Viceroy  from  which  it  will 
never  recover,  that  we  should  have  the 
privilege  of  removing  him.  It  was  the 
wisdom  of  Lord  Salisbury  that  provided 
that  this  agreement  should  be  come  to 
beforehand,  and  what  I  condemn  the 
noble  Lord  for  is  that  he  never  consulted 
the  House  of  Commons  or  took  any  pains 
to  ascertain  whether  an  Act  of  this  kind 
would  be  supported  in  this  country.  On 
the  contrary,  nearly  every  Minister  on 
the  front  bench  has  said  that  he  is 
quite  convinced  that  public  opinion  in 
this  country  has  not  been  converted  on 
the  question  of  countervailing  duties,  and 
that  therefore  he  would  not  attempt  to 
meddle  with  them.  Is  it  not  a  shabby 
device,  then,  when  they  dare  not  do  it  in 
England,  to  force  it  on  the  people  of 
India  and  impair  the  authority  of  the 
We  know  that  things  cannot 
they  are.  We  know  that  if 
is  passed  for  India  it  will 
with  the  deliberate  de- 
sign to  introduce  preferential  duties 
into  every  part  of  the  Empire.  Is 
that  a  policy  which  commends  itself  ? 
I  would  ask  my  Conservative  friends 
whether  they  are  willing  to  go  to 
the  country  two  years  hence  with 
"  Protection "  emblazoned  on  their 
banners.  Some  of  them  may,  but 
not  very  many.  What  will  be  the 
result  of  this  policy  ?  Was  it  not  a  Con- 
servative Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — 
Sir  Stafford  Northcote — who  abolished 
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the  sugar  duties  twenty-five  years  ago  • 
He  took  off  the  remaining  sugar  duties 
because  he  said  that  next  to  cheap  corn 
no  greater  boon  could  be  given  to  ihe 
people  of  this  country  than  cheap  sugar. 
He  was  perfectly  right.  His  policy  rm 
been  justified  by  results,  and  the  people 
of  England,  knowing  what  immense 
industries  are  now  bound  up  with  the 
existence  of  cheap  sugar,  will  never  suffer 
that  great  boon  to  be  taken  away  from 
them.  I  for  one  unhesitatingly  support 
the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton,  because 
it  is  conceived,  I  believe,  in  a  spirit  of 
fair  play  for  India  and  Free  Trade  for  the 
British  Empire. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 

"That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
Her  Majesty,  praying  that  Her  Majesty  will 
be  pleased  to  disallow  the  Indian  Tariff  Act, 
1899."— {Sir  Henry  Fowler.) 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  House  to  give  a 
direct  negative  to  the  motion  that  has 
just  been  made.  Since  that  motion  has 
been  on  the  Table  of  the  House  various 
Amendments  to  it  have  been  proposed  by 
Members  in  different  parts  of  the  House. 
I  hope  those  hon.  Gentlemen  will  not 
move  any  one  of  these  Amendments.  The 
two  speeches  which  we  have  heard  to- 
night, as  well  as  the  matter  to  which  they 
refer,  give  ample  material  to  the  House  of 
Commons  for  a  full  night's  discussion, 
and  if  any  Amendments  such  as  those 
that  appear  on  the  paper  are  introduced 
unquestionably  extraneous  issues  will 
creep  into  the  discussion.  The  issue  that 
is  raised  is  a  clear  issue ;  let  us  meet  it 
clearly,  and  let  our  Debate  to-night  be 
concentrated  on  the  subject  of  sugar  so 
far  as  it  affects  India.  The  right  hon.  Gen 
tleman  who  opened  this  Debate  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  followed  him  have  made 
two  speeches,  the  summary  of  which  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  defence  of 
the  bounty  system  as  applied  to  sugar. 
From  beginning  to  end  there  was  not  a 
solitary  allusion  to  the  detrimental  effects 
of  the  bounty  system,  and  in  the  name  of 
Free  Trade  those  two  hon.  Gentlemen  get 
up  and  publicly  support  the  blackest  sys- 
tem of  Protection  known.  The  position 
:  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  clearly 
I  defined.  We  gave  instructions  to  our 
I  delegates  at  the  Congress  at  Brussels— 
j  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  political  Party 
j  has  challenged  the  justice  of  those  in- 
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etructions — to  try  and  secure  the  suppres- 
sion of  all  bounties  on  sugar,  which  they 
considered  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  British  Empire.    Is  any- 
one prepared  in  this  House  to  contradict 
that  proposition  ?    If  nobody  is  prepared 
to   contradict  that  proposition  in  the 
abstract,  then  every  vote  given  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  for  the  motion  moved 
to-night  will  tend  to  bolster  up  and 
infuse  new  life  and  strength  into  this 
system  of  bounties  on  sugar.    Either  the 
system  is  a  good  one  or  it  is  a- bad  one. 
If  it  is  a  bad  system,  we  are  justified  in 
having  recourse  to  strong  measures  to 
get  rid  of  it ;  but  if  it  is  a  good  system, 
let  us  have  the  courage  to  say  so 
openly.    I  am  compelled,  in  consequence 
of    the   nature  of  the  speeches  that 
have  been  made,  to  indulge  in  a  few 
elementary  but,  I  think,  necessary  pro- 
positions.   I  have  been  a  Free  Trader  all 
my  life.    (Laughter.)    Hon.  Gentlemen 
laugh, but  I  think  lam  the  only  person  now 
in  this  House  who  has  introduced  legisla- 
tion in  India  which  went  in  the  direction 
of  Free  Trade.    There  is  at  the  present 
moment  only  one  protective  Act  on  the 
Statute-book  of  India,  and  that  is  an  Act 
— I  dare  say  a  necessary  Act — which  was 
passed  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
when  they  were  in  office.    It  puts  a  5  per 
cent,  duty  on  all  imports  even  where  the 
article  imported  competes  with  the  native 
production.    I  do  not  blame  right  hon. 
Gentlemen    for    doing    that,    but  it 
is  rather  curious  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  invites  me  not  to  de- 
part from  the  principles  of  Free  Trade 
represents  a  Government  which  has  put 
on  the  Statute-book  of  India  the  only  law 
which  is  essentially  protective.    I  believe 
it  to  be  to  the  interest  of  this  country 
and  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  this 
country  to  promote  Free  Trade  wherever 
they  can,  and  by  Free  Trade  I  mean  the 
principles  that  were  taught  us  by  Mr. 
Cobden  and  by  Sir  Louis  Mallet.  Free 
Trade  mtans  the  freeing  of  trade  from 
artificial  restraint  and  artificial  fostering, 
from  anything  that  tends  to  raise  the 
price  of  an*  article  artificially.    An  hon. 
Gentleman  laughs,  but  anything  which 
tends  to  raise  the  price  of  an  article 
artificially  by  a  hostile  tariff  is  contary  to 
the  principles  of  Free  Trade.   But  the  con- 
verse isequally  true.  Anything  which  tends 
to  lower  the  price  of  an  article  below  the 
cost  of  production,  by  bounties  or  by  Go- 
vernment aid,  is  contrary  to  the  principles 


of  Free  Trade.  The  two  preceding  speakers 
did  not  seem  to  thoroughly  grasp  and 
analyse   the    difference   between  Free 
Trade   and   Protection.      The  essential 
difference  between    the    two  is  this, 
that  the  object  of  Free  Trade  is  to  try  and 
establish,  so  far  as  fiscal  arrangements 
are  concerned,   equality   of  conditions, 
equality    of    treatment,    and  equality 
of    opportunity   for   all   producers,  in 
whatever  part  of  the  world  they  may 
live,  and  thus,  by  encouraging  production 
and  increasing  competition,  to  benefit  the 
consumer,  who  gets  the  advantage  of  lower 
prices  in  consequence  of   the  increased 
production.    The  object  of  Protection  is 
the  reverse-  -it  is  to  establish  inequality, 
so  that  the  home  producer  always  may 
have  a  certain  advantage  to  enable  him 
to  compete  with  others.    Free  Trade  and 
Protection,  therefore,   are  antagonistic : 
they  are  irreconcilable.    These  two  fiscal 
systems  are   in   operation   all  over  the 
world,   fighting   one   another,   and  the 
most  aggressive  form  which  Protection 
can    assume    is    the    bounty  system 
as  associated  with  the  production  of 
sugar.    What  does  the  bounty  system 
do  ?    In  the  first  place,  the  foundation  of 
the  bounty  system  is  the  drawing  of  an 
impenetrable  barrier  round  the  country 
[  in  which  the  bounty  is  given,  so  that  no 
I  sugar  from 'outside  can  come  in  and  com- 
pete with  the  home  production.  The  open 
'  door  is  permanently  and  hermetically  sealed 
!  against  imports.    But  then  the  door  is 
opened  in  order  that  the  bounty-fed  sugar 
exporter  may  go   forth   and  with  the 
resources  of  a  great  system  of  national 
taxation  behind  him  make  war  on  in- 
digenous industries  and  on  the  enterprise 
of  Free  Trade  nations  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction of  sugar.     It  is  nothing  more  or 
less  than  a  deliberate  act  of  economic 
aggression  against  the  principles  of  Free 
Trade  and  free  industry.     That  is  ad- 
mitted.   For  twenty  years  past  we  in 
this   country,  I    admit,  have  adopted 
a     policy     of     inaction    in  dealing 
with     this     system     of    bounties  on 
sugar.    ^Ve  were  misled  by  those  who 
undertook  to  lead  us.    Almost  every  pre- 
diction that  they  made  has  been  falsified. 
I  have  heard  to-night  all  the  old  argu- 
ments—which  experience  has  shown  us  to 
be  absolutely  false— trotted  out  for  our 
acceptance  in  the  belief  that  we  have 
forgotten  our  experiences  of  the  last  20 
years.    The  fits:  argument  was-  '*  After 
all,  the  disturbance  U>  the  Indian  industry 
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is  very  slight,  and  it  is  not  worth  while 
taking  notice  of  it."  That  was  an  argu- 
ment used  20  years  ago  about  sugar 
in  this  country.  The  next  argument 
was — "  After  all,  it  only  affects  refined 
sugar."  That  also  was  an  argument 
used  20  years  ago,  but  the  bounty-fed 
sugar  now  affects  the  price  of  raw  sugar 
as  well  as  of  refined  sugar.  All  the 
arguments  that  were  used  in  the  past  to 
induce  us  to  assent  to  the  bounty  on 
sugar  under  the  idea  that  it  was  merely  a 
phase  of  Protection  and  would  pass  away 
are  revived,  and  it  is  expected  that,  with 
all  our  experience  of  the  past  20  years, 
and  the  knowledge  of  these  falsified 
predictions,  we  should  accept  them  as  true, 
and  on  that  ground  censure  the  Indian 
Government.  The  tactics  that  this 
country  has  followed  in  connection  with 
the  bounty  on  sugar,  whether  they  were 
right  or  wrong,  have  immensely  extended 
and  developed  that  system,  and  it  has 
assumed  enormous  proportions.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  said  that  the 
Indian  sugar  industry  would  not  prosper 
except  under  the  stimulus  of  competition. 
Where  has  cane  sugar  prospered  under  the 
stimulus  of  competition  with  bounty-fed 
beet  sugar  ?  It  is  proved,  I  think,  beyond 
dispute  that  cane  sugar  can  be  produced 
as  cheaply  as  beet  sugar.  Experts  assure 
me  that  is  so,  and  the  assertion  has  been 
put  forward  and  not  contradicted. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  sugar  duties  were 
abolished  in  this  country,  and  that  change 
came  into  full  operation  in  1877.  The 
amount  of  sugar  imported  into  this 
country  in  that  year  was  20, 000,000c wt., 
and  of  that  amount  about  6,000,000cwt. 
came  from  bounty-giving  countries  and 
1 4,000, OOOcwt.  came  from  non-bounty- 
giving  countries.  Twenty  years  later, 
owing  to  the  increase  of  population  and 
various  other  causes,  the  amount  of  sugar 
imported  into  Great  Britain  was  consider- 
ably greater,  and  it  attained  the  dimensions 
of  upwards  of  29,000,000cwt.  The  sugar 
from  bounty-giving  countries  had  then 
risen  to  24,000,000  cwt.  and  the  sugar 
from  non-bounty-giving  countries  had 
fallen  to  5,000,000  cwt.  This  is  the 
bounty-fed  sugar  which  is  to  go  to  India 
and  is  to  give  a  stimulus  to  cane  sugar 
and  largely  increase  its  production.  That 
displacement  of  cane  sugar  is  unnatural 
and  artificial.  I  think  all  persons  who 
watch  these  economic  questions  will  admit 
that  the  displacement  of  an  industry  from 
its  natural  locality  and  the  diversion  of 
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|  trade  and  commerce  from  its  legitimate 
j  channels  is  a  great  evil  to  the  trade  and 
I  commerce  of  the  world,  because  the  forces 
j  that  we  are  dealing  with  are  what  are 
known  as  dynamic  forces — they  are  forces 
constantly'  on  the  move,  competing  with 
one  another— and  the  displacement  and 
dislocation  of  a  trade  or  industry  often 
acts  and  reacts  all  round  the  whole 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  world,  re- 
ducing production  and  limiting  the 
exchange  of  commodities.  The  result 
is  that  we,  who  are  the  great 
international  traders  of  the  world, 
lose  by  this  unnatural  displacement. 
[Opposition  cries  of  dissent.]  Hon. 
Gentlemen  have  not  followed  my  argu- 
ment. I  am  putting  on  one  side  any 
benefit  bounty-fed  sugar  may  confer.  I 
say  the  displacement  of  trade  and  of  pro- 
duction from  its  legitimate  channels  and 
its  natural  locality  detrimentally  affects 
the  whole  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
world.  That  is  a  proposition  which  I 
think  nobody  will  dispute.  The  material 
displacement  of  cane  sugar  by  this  bounty- 
fed  sugar  detrimentally  affects  the  pro- 
duction of  cane  sugar.  No  one  with 
capital  would  put  his  money  into  a  business 
which  was  subjected  to  competition  not  to 
a  fixed  bounty,  but  with  a  bounty  that  at 
any  moment  might  be  doubled.  Germany 
doubled  their  bounty  in  1896,  France 
responded,  Austria  did  the  same;  and 
our  representatives  at  Brussels  pointed 
out  that  in  all  probability,  unless  some 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  bounty  ques- 
tion could  be  arrived  at,  the  bounties 
would  bs  still  further  raised.  I  venture 
to  say  I  have  shown  that  the  system  of 
bounties  is  as  contrary  to  the  first  prin- 
ciple of  Free  Trade  as  any  system  could 
possibly  be.  That  system  absolutely 
dominates  the  production  and  consump- 
tion of  sugar  in  Europe.  It  turned  its 
attention  to  America,  and  exported 
enormous  quantites  of  beet  sugar  into  the 
United  States  ;  and  the  United  States  re- 
taliated by  countervailing  duties.  We  were 
warned  by  our  representatives  at  Brussels 
that  the  stoppage  of  the  import  of  German 
sugar  in  Amenca  would  result  in  great 
masses  of  German  sugar  being  sent  to 
India ;  and  that  the  one  great  indigenous 
industry  of  India  would  be  threatened. 
Of  the  300  million  people  who  live  in 
India,  80  per  cent,  depend  for  the  means 
of  subsistence  on  agriculture ;  and  in  the 
North  of  India,  where  the  population  is 
more  densely  packed  than  in  any  other 
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part  of  the  world,  the  sugar  industry  is 
the  principal  industry.  Again,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  income  of  the  Indian 
Government  is  derived  from  land  revenue. 
The  direct  amount  paid  by  cane  sugar  to 
the  revenue  is  about  £1,600,000,  but  the 
indirect  amount  is  much  greater.  The 
only  question  the  House  has  to  consider 
is  this — Warned  as  we  were  of  the  danger 
to  India,  should  the  Indian  Government, 
ignoring  the  effect  of  twenty  years'  ex- 
perience, have  aggravated  the  very  evil 
which  we  wanted  to  arrest,  by  the  tactics 
of  inaction  adopted  here  ?  Or  should  they 
have  recourse  to  the  simpler  policy  of 
attempting  to  frustrate  the  object  for 
which  the  bounties  are  given,  and  thus 
lead  to  the  abolition  of  the  bounty 
system  itself  1  So  gigantic  is  the  produc- 
tion of  cane  sugar  in  India  that  it  is  far 
more  than  the  production  of  the  rest  of 
the  world,  excluding  China;  it  employs 
several  millions  of  people ;  and  the  annual 
crop  is  estimated  to  be  worth  little  short 
of  20  millions  sterling.  All  that  is  wanted 
is  the  application  of  capital  and  enterprise 
to  the  sugar  industry  in  India.  What 

Kreon  would  give  one  or  the  other  if  the 
unty  system  is  allowed  to  enter  the 
field  1  We  had  to  deal  with  a  danger 
which  unquestionably  was  imminent,  and 
we  had  to  consider  very  carefully  what 
course  we  should  adopt.  A  somewhat 
farcical  account  has  been  given  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  of  the  relations 
between  myself  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  of  the  com- 
munications which  he  assumed  passed 
between  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  India 
Office.  At  the  beginning  of  last  year 
Lord  Elgin  was  asked  to  nominate  a  dele- 
gate to  represent  India  at  the  Sugar  Con- 
ference at  Brussels.  This  was  the  first 
occasion  upon  which  India  had  a  special 
delegate  of  her  own.  In  the  despatch  in 
which  the  Indian  Government  sanctioned 
the  appointment  of  the  delegate  they  for- 
warded certain  proposals  made  by  some 
gentlemen  in  Bengal  amounting  to  the 
proposal  of  countervailing  duties ;  but 
the  Indian  Government  said  they  were 
not  prepared  to  sanction  that  proposal. 
The  Conference  met  and  separated  with- 
out arriving  at  any  settlement.  Mr. 
Ozanne,  the  delegate  specially  selected 
by  Lord  Elgin  to  represent  India  at  the 
Conference,  was  asked  if  he  would  write 
a  report  by  the  Revenue  Secretary  of  the 
India  Office,  acting  on  my  behalf.  He 
replied  :— 


"  I  shall,  of  course,  be  glad  to  write  a  report 
if  you  think  it  is  expected  of  me,  or  that  it 
would  do  any  good.  But,  after  all,  the  only 
point  I  could  press  on  the  Indian  Government 
is  the  danger  which  India  runs  through  an 
immense  increase  in  the  volume  of  imports  of 
beetroot  sugar.  If  this  goes  on,  and  it  must 
goon  if  India  does  nothing,  it  seems  to  me 
clear  that  the  sugar  cultivation  of  India  and 
the  Mauritius  will  be  most  seriously  and  un- 
justly handicapped.  If  sugar-cane  profits 
are  reduced  the  whole  agriculture  of  India 
must  be  upset." 

Recollect  that  agriculture  is  not  one  of 
many  industries  in  India.  It  affects  the 
whole  industrial  system  of  the  country, 
and  therefore,  if  any  blow  were  struck  at 
what  is  really  the  only  staple  occupation 
in  India,  we  would  be  face  to  face  with  a 
tremendous  economic  difficulty,  the  satis- 
factory solution  of  which  would  be  almost 
impossible.  As  soon  as  the  Brussels 
Conference  broke  up  without  having  come 
to  any  conclusion  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Government  of  India  enclosing  the  corre- 
spondence in  reference  to  the  Conference, 
and  intimating  in  the  clearest  way  that  I 
was  not  satisfied  with  their  declaration  of 
opinion  against  the  imposition  of  counter- 
vailing duties,  asking  them  to  more  fully 
consider  the  matter  and  in  the  meantime 
to  collect  further  information.  Simul- 
taneously with  the  receipt  of  my  letter  in 
India  the  Indian  public  received  the 
report  that  the  Brussels  Conference  had 
broken  up  without  having  come  to  any 
decision,  and  simultaneously  all  over 
India  an  agitation  sprang  up  requesting 
the  Government  to  impose  countervailing 
duties.  The  Chambers  of  Commerce 
petitioned  the  Government  in  favour  of 
this  policy,  and  the  Indian  as  well  as  the 
European  Press  of  the  country  assisted  in 
the  agitation.  Lord  Curzon,  as  you  know, 
was  appointed  Viceroy  towards  the  close 
of  last  session.  In  the  autumn  he  spent 
a  considerable  part  of  his  time  in  the 
India  Office  consulting  with  various 
Members  of  the  Indian  Council  and  my- 
self. We  discussed  the  course  to  be 
pursued  in  regard  to  the  sugar  bounties. 
The  House  is  perhaps  not  aware,  though 
the  mover  of  this  A.'otion  is,  that  the 
Council  Of  India  have  exceptional  au- 
thority in  matters  relating  to  finance 
and  expenditure.  I  placed  myself  in 
communication  with  the  Revenue  Com- 
mittee of  that  Council,  and  was  glad  to 
find  that  their  views  agreed  with 
mine  that  we  should  not  close  the 
door  against  countervailing  duties  if 
I  no   other  remedy  could  be  found  to 
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arrest  the  adverse  influence  of  bounty- 
fed  sugar  on  agriculture  in  India.  Lord 
Curzon  came  to  the  same  view,  but, 
knowing  that  further  information  was 
being  collected,  he<declined  to  express  any 
opinion  on  the  subject  until  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  investigating  that  further 
information, 'and  also  of  personally  com- 
municating with  the  members  of  the 
Government  of  India  who  had  signed 
the  despatch  objecting  to  countervailing 
duties,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
that  opposition  was  based  upon  con- 
viction and  a  thorough  knowledge  and 
investigation  of  the  subject  in  India. 
In  the  meantime  we  got  information  from  1 
the  Foreign  Office,  from  which  it  seemed 
perfectly  clear  the  Conference  would  not 
meet  again,  and  that  therefore  there  was 
no  likelihood  of  action  being  taken  for  the  ' 

Cpose  of  suppressing  or  stopping  the 
nty  system  in  Kurope.  We  had,  at  i 
the  same  time,  information  that  there 
were  immense  cargoes  of  German  sugar  at  I 
Hamburg,  and  that  the  probability  was  | 
that  this  great  stock  of  sugar  would  be 
sent  out  to  the  Indian  market.  There- 
fore on  12th  December  I  sent  a  note  to  1 
the  Revenue  Committee  of  the  Council  1 
of  India  to  the  effect  that,  having 
considered  the  question  from  the  Indian 
point  of  view,  I  saw  no  objection  to  ; 
imposing  countervailing  duties,  and 
that  I  should  be  ^lad  to  hear  their 
opinion.  They  replied  that  they  had 
considered  the  matter,  and  that  they  en- 
tirely endorsed  my  view  that  the  time  had 
arrived  for  such  duties.  Accordingly  a 
despatch  was  ordered  to  be  prepared. 
Before  it  was  sent  to  India  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  forwarded 
me  two  letters  from  Mauritius,  referring 
to  the  same  subject,  and  as  I  thought  it 
it  was  most  desirable  that  the  Indian 
Government  should  know  that  the 
Colonial  Office  was  of  the  same  mind,  I 
had  the  letter  addressed  to  India  altered 
and  enlarged,  so  as  to  include  the  two 
letters  from  Mauritius.  That,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  was  all  the  pressure 
that  the  Colonial  Secretary  exercised  on 
me  in  the  matter ;  and  therefore  when 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff'  gave  his  far- 
cical description  of  the  affair  I  said  there 
was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  delay  which  was  caused 
by  this  despatch  having  been  kept  back 
Lord  Curzon  was  not  likely  to 
have  been  able  to  proceed  till  the 
beginning   of    March.     Everyone  was 
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agreed  that,  if  it  became  neces- 
sary to  legislate,  legislation  should  be 
proceeded  with  at  once.  Three  weeks 
after  Lord  Curzon  received  my  despatch 
I  telegraphed  to  him  asking  if  he  would 
be  able  to  legislate  this  session,  because 
the  Legislative  Council  at  Calcutta  broke 
up  towards  the  end  of  March,  and  it  was 
desirable,  if  he  thought  legislation  neces- 
sary, that  the  Bill  should  be  passed 
before  the  close  of  their  session.  He 
replied  that  he  and  his  Council  were 
ready  to  proceed,  the  Bill  was 
introduced,  and  passed  rapidly  through 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  it  has 
received  a  greater  amount  of  support  in 
India  than  any  legislation  or  any  act  the 
Government  has  done  for  many  years 
past.  It  is  quite  true  that  there  was  only 
an  interval  of  three  days  between  the 
receipt  of  the  announcement  of 
Lord  Curzon's  intention  to  legislate 
and  the  reply  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. But  the  Council  of  India  had 
been  consulted  by  me,  and  is  it  likely 
that  we  should  bave  arrived  at  what  I 
admit  to  have  been  a  momentous 
decision  had  we  not  carefully  considered 
in  advance  the  whole  question?  The 
reason  why  we  were  able  to  take  such 
prompt  action  was  that  the  subject  had 
been  for  months  previous  before  the 
Government.  This,  from  beginning  to 
end,  is  the  simple  history  of  the  procedure 
in  connection  with  this  Bill,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  throughout  we  have  been 
actuated  by  one  motive  only  —  how  best 
to  serve  the  interests  of  India.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  undertook  some  little 
time  ago  the  charge  of  a  Committee  which 
was  formed  to  consider  matters  connected 
with  the  finances  of  India.  It  required 
some  courage  on  the  part  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  undertake  so  laborious 
a  part,  with  the  certain  knowledge  that 
whatever  way  the  Committee  reports  he 
is  sure  to  be  abused.  Now,  my  strong 
impression  is  that  that  Committee  will 
establish  a  stable  rate  of  exchange  between 
England  and  India  which  will  enable 
India  to  take  full  .  advantage  of 
her  .own  resources  and  the  great 
financial  resources  of  England.  There  is 
an  enormous  amount  of  English  capital 
which  can  be  properly,  and  legitimately, 
invested  in  India,  and  therefore,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  were  to  succeed  in 
carrying  his  motion  to-night,  and 
bounty-fed  sugar  thus  allowed  to  exorcise 
its  detrimental  effects  in  India,  he  would 
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counteract  one  of  the  most  important 
results  of  the  Report  which  I  hope  he  will 
shortly  produce.    There  is  a  vast  and 
ever-growing  population  in  India.    It  is 
calculated  that  something  like  70,000,000 
people  have  been  added  to  the  popu- 
lation during  the  last  20  years,  and 
the  only  hope  in  any  way  to  satisfactorily 
deal  with  this  enormous  population  is  to 
do  everything  possible  to  induce  English 
capitalists  to  invest  their  money  in  India, 
and  thus  extend  and  multiply  industries. 
Unless  we  can  do  so  the  economic  pro- 
blem is  incapable  of  solution.    What  is 
the  objection  to  the  legislation  which  we 
propose  i  If  the  bounty  system  as  applied 
to  sugar   be   sound   in   itself,   and  if, 
as   the    right     hon.    Gentleman  and 
the   hon.    Member   for   Cardiff  seem 
to  wish,  the  Housj  expresses  its  approval 
of  bounties  as  applied  to  sugar,  they  will 
effectually  prevent  anybody  from  taking 
measures  to  suppress  the  system.  The 
staple  support  of  agriculture  in  India  is 
the  sugar  industry  ;  it  stands  in  much 
the  same  position  as  the  steel  and  iron 
industry  does  in  this  country.  Suppose 
for  a  moment  that  foreign  Governments 
were  to  apply  the  bounty  system  to  the 
manufacture  of  steel  and  iron,  and,  with 
the  long  hours  which  they  work  and  the 
lower  wages,  foreign  manufacturers  were 
to  make  a  determined  attempt  upon  the 
mainspring  of  our  industrial  supremacy 
in  Europe,  and  if  they  were  to  devote  the 
sums  of  money  they  devote  at  present  to 
sugar  bounties,  it  is  perfectly  certain 
that  they  could  make  a  great  inroad  on 
our  steel  and  iron  industry.     In  that  case 
would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  like  to 
go  down  and  address  his  constituents  at 
Wolverhampton,  one  of  the  headquarters 
of  the  industry,  and  use  the  language  he  has 
used  in  connection  with  bounty-fed  sugar  1 
What  popular  constituency  would  tole- 
rate the  idea  that  they  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  employment,  not  by  fair 
competition,  but  by  Government  sub- 
sidies, and  to  be  told  that,  after  all,  it  was 
the  consumer  who  had  to  be  consulted, 
and  that  there  was  no  remedy  whatso- 
ever?   If  any  such  condition  of  things 
prevailed,  I  believe  that  the  whole  pro- 
ducing population  of  this  country  would 
combine,  and  insist  upon  the  Government 
sweeping  away  the  bounties.    If,  then, 
you  would  be    forced   to  take  some 
strong  measures  to  arrest  the  pernicious 
development  of  the  bounty  system  when 
applied  to  a  staple  industry  at  home,  why 


not  act  towards  India  as  you  would 
towards  yourselves  1    But  then  I  am  told 
that  countervailing  duties  are  a  violation 
of  the  principle  of  Free  Trade.  I  think  the 
two  preceding  speakers  have  argued  that 
they  age  contrary  to  our  fiscal  system, 
which   during    the   past    fifty  years 
has   brought  such  extraordinary  pros- 
perity     to      these     islands.  They 
seem  to  forget  that  countervailing  duties 
have  for  50  years  past  been  part  and 
parcel  of  our  fiscal  system,  and  that  they 
have  been  applied  to  that  particular  com- 
modity from  which  we  derive  the  largest 
amount  of  income — namely,  spirits  and 
beer.    All  foreign  spirits  which  are  im- 
ported into  this  country  pay  a  duty  of 
5d.  per  gallon  more  than  the  home  pro- 
duce, and  there  is  also  a  differential  duty 
upon  beer.    What  is  the  origin  of  these 
duties  1  Who  are  the  black  protectionists 
responsible  for  them  1     They  bear  the 
names  of  Cobden,  Sir  Louis  Mallet,  and 
Gladstone.    When  Cobden  negotiated  the 
Treaty  with  the  French  in  1860,  one  of 
the  inducements  which  was  offered  the 
French  Government  to  reduce  the  duties 
upon  English  goods  exported  to  France 
was  the  expectation  that  French  spirits 
should  be  allowed  to  come  into  this 
country  on  exactly  the  same  duty  as  was 
paid  by  home-made  spirits  to  the  Excise. 
In  the  discussion  which  took  place  upon 
the  Treaty  it  transpired  that  the  Excise 
system  in  this  country  was  much  more 
rigorous  than  the  French  system,  and 
accordingly  the  French  Government,  to 
compensate  the  British  distiller,  agreed 
to  an  additional  duty  of  2d.  being  im- 
posed upon  all  spirits  imported  from 
France.    The  matter  affected  a  large  and 
important  industry,  and  when  the  terms 
of  the  Treaty  became  known  the  British 
distillers  got  up  an  agitation  and  sent  a 
deputation  to  Mr.  Gladstone  to  point  out 
that  an  extra  duty  of  2d.  was  not  suffi- 
cient, and  to  demand  that  it  should  be 
raised  to  5d.    After  some  negotiations 
the  extra  duty  of  5d.  was  agreed  to. 
The  section  of  the  Treaty  in  which  the 
surtax  of  2d.  is  struck  out  and  fresh 
terms   negotiated    is  in  the  following 
terms  : 

"Since  the  ratification  of  the  said  Treaty 
the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  have 
ascertained  that  the  surtax  of  2d.  a  gallon  is 
not  sufficient  to  countervail  the  charges  with- 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  Customs  and  Excise,  home-made 
Britisn  spirits  have  now  to  contend  ;  and  that 
a  surtax  limited  to  the  rate  of  2d.  a  gallon 
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would  still  leave  home-made  British  spirits 
subject  to  a  differential  duty  in  favour  of 
foreign  brandies  and  spirits.  Consequently 
the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty, 
having  represented  these  circumstances  to  the 
Government  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  and  His  Imperial  Majesty  having 
consented  that  the  amount  of  the  s44  surtax 
shall  be  increased,  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  to  the  said  treaty  of  commerce  do,  by 
the  present  additional  article,  agree  that  the 
amount  of  such  surtax  shall  be  5d.  a  gallon  ; 
and  Her  Britannic  Majesty  engages  to  recom- 
mend to  Parliament  the  admission  into  the 
United  Kingdom  of  brandies  and  spirits  im- 
ported from  France  at  a  duty  exactly  equal  to 
the  Excise  duty  levied  upon  home-made 
spirits,  with  the  addition  of  a  surtax  of  5d.  a 
gallon." 

Therefore  you  will  see  our  distillers  had 
the  advantage  of  a  countervailing  duty. 
I  admit   there  is  a  little  difference 
between  the  two  cases,  but  what  hon. 
Gentlemen    have    to    show    is  that 
there  is   such  a  vital  difference  be- 
between  a  duty  which  is  imposed  to 
countervail  the  advantage  to  the  foreigner 
given  by  our  Excise  system,  and  a  duty 
imposed  to  countervail  the  advantage 
to  the  foreigner  given  him  by  his  own 
fiscal  system,  as  to  justify  them  in  still 
calling    Gladstone  and   Cobden  Free 
Traders  and  Lord  Curzon  and  myself 
Protectionists.    In  an  eloquent  -passage 
at  the  conclusion   of  his  speech  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  alluded   to  the 
enormous  benefits  which  Free  Trade  has 
conferred  upon  this  country,  and  he  re- 
ferred to  the  open  port  or  the  open  door. 
I  quite  agree  that  the  object  of  the  open 
port  or  open  door  is  to  encourage  com- 
petition and  production  all  over  the  world 
by  letting  traders  know  that  when  once 
they  are  inside  that  door  they  will  meet 
other  producers  on  terms  of  equality. 
What  is  the  object  of  a  bounty  1  It 
is    that    a    foreigner    may  proclaim 
to   the    whole   world    that,  although 
the  door  is  wide  open,  when  you  get 
inside,   as   regards   a   particular  com- 
modity  to  which  the  bounty  applies, 
you    shall    not   meet    on    terms  of 
equality.    Therefore  to  advocate  keeping 
the  door  open  and  at  the  same  time  to 
advocate  a  system  of  bounties  is  to  set  two 
contrary    influences   at    work  which 
counteract   one    another.    Since  this 
subject  has   been  under  discussion  I 
have  been    the    recipient  of    a  very 
large  amount  of  literature.    My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Cardiff  is  quite 
confident    that    I    have   totally  mis- 
represented   public   opinion   in  India. 

Lord  G.  Hamilton. 


I  do  not  know  what  authority  he  will 
accept  as  an  adequate  one  upon  that  sub- 
ject, but  many  years  ago  he  made  a  just 
reputation  as  the  able  and  active  editor 
of  the  Bombay  Gazette.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  will  now  accept  that  paper 
as  an  accurate  representation  of  Indian 
opinion  1 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  :  Oh,  dear,  no; 
I  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it 
now. 

*Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  Now,  let  us  see 
what  the  Bombay  Gazette  says.   On  the 
27th  of  April  it  says  that  Mr.  J.  Maclean, 
M.P.,  ought  certainly  to  seek  redress 
by  an  action  at  law  against  whoever 
is  contending  that  opinion  in  Bombay 
is  absolutely  opposed    to  countervail- 
ing duties  ;   that  never  was  a  shrewd 
public  man  more  grievously-  mistaken ; 
that    the  European    and  native  com- 
munity  of    Bombay  was  in   line  on 
this  point  with  the  rest  of  India,  and 
that  the  unanimity  left  nothing  to  be 
desired.    When  I  turn  to  English  public 
opinion  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  single 
large  representative  body  in  this  country 
which  has  discussed  this  question,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  has  not 
supported  the  Government  in  the  action 
they  have  taken.    The  Chambers  of 
Commerce  of  London,  Liverpool,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Glasgow,  representing  the 
great  commercial  interests,  have  strongly 
supported  us.    Manchester  is  against  us. 
I  say  frankly  that  I  think  Manchester 
and  the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  themselves. 
Three  years  ago  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce bombarded  me  night  and  day  in 
order  that  I  might  give  to  them  as 
against  the  Indian  cotton  spinners  equality 
of  treatment.    I  was  not  so  much  in- 
fluenced by  this  clamour  as  I  was  by  my 
conviction  that  the  request  was  a  just  one. 
I  looked  with  great  alarm  on  the  spirit  of 
antagonism  which  was  growing  up  between 
two  great  industrial  communities  engaged 
in  producing  the  same  commodities — one 
in  Bombay  and  one  in  Manchester.  I 
was  desirous  in  the  interests  of  the 
Empire  of  establishing  conditions  under 
which  they  could  compete  on  equal  terms 
for  the  benefit  of  the  consumer.    Well,  I 
succeeded  in  establishing  that  equality, 
and  met  with  much  obloquy  in  doing  so; 
and  now  the  Manchester  Chamber  of 
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Commerce,  having  got  that  which  three  I 
years  ago  they  demanded  as  an  inherent 
right,  ask  me  to  refuse  to  the  sugar  pro- 
ducers of  India  the  very  benefit  that  they 
asked  for  themselves.  From  whatever 
point  of  view  you  look  at  this 
question,  whether  you  look  at  it 
from  the  economic,  or  the  Imperial, 
or  the  Indian  point  of  view,  prudence,  ex- 
pediency, and  justice  all  combine  to 
support  the  proposals  we  have  made. 
There  are  also  considerations  which 
may  be  suggested  in  connection  with 
Indian  public  opinion  which  I  think 
are  well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  this 
House.  We  are  proud  of  our  rule  in 
India  and  of  the  splendid  work  done  by 
our  countrymen.  But  we  must  recollect 
that  the  extraordinary  disproportion  be- 
tween the  governing  classes  and  the 
governed  constitutes  a  risk  and  danger 
which  ever  surrounds  our  authority  in 
India.  Though  the  risk  and  danger  may 
from  time  to  time  assume,  as  conditions 
change,  a  different  form,  it  is  always  there. 
We  have  passed  recently  through  a  very 
troublesome  epoch,  and  it  is  during  these 
times  that  the  authorities  can  best  gauge 
and  anticipate  the  nature  of  the  dangers 
ahead.  The  weapons  which  now  assail 
our  Empire  in  India  are  not  those 
of  material  force  and  violence;  subtler 
and  more  insidious  influences  are  at  work. 
I  am  afraid  that,  whatever  we  do,  our 

f>vernment  never  will  be  popular  in  India, 
am  speaking  my  own  conviction,  and  I 
have  spent  a  great  part  of  my  official  life  in 
the  India  Office,  and  I  state  my  deliberate 
opinion  that,  do  what  you  like,  our 

fovernment  never  can  be  popular  in  India, 
ut  its  strength  consists  in  the  confidence 
the  people  repose  in  our  integrity  and  our 
ability  to  maintain  peace,  and  on  the 
foundation  of  that  peace  to  promote  their 
moral  and  material  prosperity.  But  to 
attack  our  honesty  and  impugn  our 
motives  is  now  the  object  of  a  certain 
agitation  in  India.  I  speak  what  I  know. 
The  House  may  not  agree  with  me,  but  I 
am  speaking  with  the  full  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility. I  say  that  to  impugn  our 
motives  is  the  object  of  a  certain  class  of 
agitators  in  India.  Our  policy  is  im- 
pugned, and  every  effort  is  made  to  try 
and  associate  the  action  and  the  policy 
of  the  Government  with  a  dis- 
regard of  Indian  public  opinion  and 
a  selfish  regard  for  our  own  interests. 
Sir,  I  quite  admit  that  at  times  it  is 
necessary  to  overrule  local  opinion  in  the 


interests  of  India  and  of  our  Empire.  We 
are  compelled — every  Secretary  of  State 
is  at  times  compelled — to  have  something 
done  in  India  which  local  opinion  would 
not  have  done  or  to  stop  something  which 
local  opinion  would  have  done,  but  the 
occasions  on  which  this  supreme  power 
should  be  exercised  are  rare,  and  are  only 
justified  by  most  exceptional  circum- 
stances. I  had  practically  to  overrule 
Indian  public  opinion  in  order  to  secure 
equality  of  treatment  between  Bombay 
andManchester.  After  all,  that  proposal 
only  affected  a  limited  number  of  persons, 
but  you  are  now  dealing  with  a  question 
which  comes  home  to  the  daily  life  of  an 
enormous  population.  The  sugar  industry 
practically  covers  the  whole  of  the  North 
of  India.  I  have  had  many  communica- 
tions with  the  Viceroy  on  the  subject. 
The  last  I  received  was  a  telegram,  dated 
May  27,  as  follows : 

"Superintending  Engineer  North- Western 
Provinces  reports  tliat  since  our  Bill  the  area 
under  sugar  crop  is  rising  considerably;  that 
every  petty  farmer  and  labourer  in  the  pro- 
vinces was  aware  of  sugar  tax  within  few  days 
of  passing  of  Bill ;  that  next  to  famine  relief 
works  it  is  the  one  measure  of  Government  for 
years  past  which  has  been  understood  and 
appreciated  by  the  people,  and  that  it  was 
received  everywhere  with  content." 

The  House  is  asked  to  cancel  that  legis- 
lation— and  by  cancelling  it  to  destroy 
all  the  hopes  and  expectations  that  have 
been  founded  upon  it.  What  for  ?  Why, 
to  give  expression  to  certain  economic 
theories  as  to  the  exact  definition  of 
which  no  two  persons  agree,  and  in  order 
not  to  do  violence  to  certain  principles 
which  we  are  supposed  to  have  violated  by 
a  measure  the  principle  of  which  I  have 
shown  to  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  fiscal 
system  of  this  country  for  fifty  years  past. 
The  House  is  asked  to  take  this  step  in  the 
teeth  of  the  advice  and  opinion  of  every 
authority  which  constitutes  the  govern- 
ing power  in  India.  The  Executive 
Council  of  the  Governor-General  is  unani- 
mous in  its  support,  the  Legislative 
Council  is  unanimous,  and  it  is  sup- 
ported by  a  consensus  of  Indian  public 
opinion  such  as  I  have  never  known  in 
my  experience,  and  older  men  tell  me 
they  have  never  known  in  theirs  such 
unanimity.  The  House  would  be  under- 
taking the  very  gravest  responsibility  if 
they  venture  on  such  flimsy  grounds  as 
have  been  advanced  to  interfere  in  so 
vital  a  matter.  Therefore  I  commend 
this  legislation  to  the  House.  I  commend 
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it  because  the  Indian  Government  by  the 
action  they  have  taken  have  not  only 
struck  a  legitimate  blow  in  defence  of 
their  own  interests,  but  because  their 
action  will,  I  think,  stimulate  other 
Governments  to  take  counsel  together  in 
order  that  they  may  put  an  end  to  one  of 
the  most  vicious  forms  of  subsidised  pro- 
duction against  which  free  enterprise 
and  legitimate  trade  and  industry  have 
ever  had  to  contend. 

•Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  After 
the  speech  which  we  have  had  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton  and  the  speech  of  the 
seconder  of  the  Motion,  I  think  it  is  de- 
sirable that  some  of  us  from  the  seclusion 
of  the  back  benches  should  say  in  a  few 
words — the  fewer  the  better — what  they 
think  about  the  great  principle  which  is 
now  being  introduced  in  the  proposed 
legislation  which  the  Government  have 
carried  in  India.  I  would  like  to  proceed 
at  once  to  that,  but  after  the  remarkable 
speech  to  which  we  have  listened  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  do  so  without  saying 
one  or  two  words  on  what  has  fallen  from 
the  Indian  Secretary.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  the  most  grievous 
confession  of  failure  that  I  have  ever 
heard  fall  from  the  lips  of  a  Minister  in 
this  House.  He  has  said  that  he,  the 
Indian  Secretary,  does  not  believe  that  it 
will  ever  be  possible  to  popularise  the  rule 
of  England  in  India. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  said  that, 
do  what  we  like,  our  Government  never 
will  be  popular  in  India. 

♦Mr.  LOUGH  :  That  is  the  same  thing. 
He  confessed  that  he  believes  it  would 
never  be  possible  to  make  it  popular.  I 
go  the  length  of  saying,  with  all  deference, 
that  when  the  Minister  for  India  makes 
such  a  confession  about  his  ideas  of  the 
work  of  the  India  Office,  the  time  has 
almost  come  when  he  should  relinquish 
the  high  trust  which  he  holds  in  regard 
to  that  country.  Is  not  our  rule  every- 
where based  on  popular  support  ? 
And  if  the  Government  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  can  never  be 
based  on  popular  support  in  India,  surely 
we  have  arrived  at  a  grave  crisis  which 
this  House  ought  to  consider.  But  this 
is  not  the  only  point  in  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman '8  speech  which  should  be 
examined.    I    am  sorry  to  say  that 
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I  must  charge  him  with  being 
little  uncandid  in  his  main  argu- 
ment. He  stated  that  there  was  no 
principle  introduced  in  this  legis- 


I  new 

J  lation.  He  endeavoured  to  justify  this 
I  by  references  to  Mr.  Gladstone's 
!  Treaty  with  France  in  1860.  I  will 
not  follow  all  the  niggling  arguments 
which  were  adduced  on  that  point.  I 
venture  to  say  they  did  not  carry  con- 
viction to  a  single  mind.  The  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  more  candid.  The 
Government  ought  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  its  action,  and  admit  that  it  is 
introducing  a  grave  and  novel  departure 
in  the  legislation,  at  any  rate,  of  India,  and 
probably  of  this  country  also.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  endeavoured  to  justify 
the  action  of  the  Government  by  reference 
to  the  5  per  cent,  import  duty  which  was 
imposed  some  years  .-.go  in  India.  He 
stated  that  that  was  really  a  protective 
duty.  When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
reflects  on  his  words,  I  believe  he  will 
see  that  that  is  an  unfair  description. 
It  can  only  be  protective  where  it  applies 
to  the  importation  of  articles  which  are 
produced  in  India.  But  this  duty  applies 
to  all  imports.  It  is  a  fiscal  duty,  and  not 
a  protective  duty.  All  that  Free  Trade  de- 
mands is  that  duties  should  be  imposed  for 
revenue  purposes  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  trade.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cardiff  complained,  and  I  think  very 
justly,  that  all  this  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  stimulated  by  the  Colonial 
Office.  That  appeared  to  irritate  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  very  much. 
But  anyone  who  reads  the  Blue  Book  must 
admit  that  the  statement  is  perfectly 
justified.  I  would  recall  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  to  what  he  said  on 
that  point.  He  stated  that  he  was 
impressed  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
Brussels  Conference,  and  that  imme- 
diately he  saw  the  result  of  that  Con- 
ference he  entered  into  negotiations 
with  India.  When  did  the  Conference 
take  place  1  In  June,  1898,  and  these 
dilatory  proceedings  were  stretched  out 
and  nothing  occurred  till  January.  Yet 
the  right  non.  Gentleman  wants  us  to 
believe  that  the  stimulus  for  the  action  of 
the  Government  arose  in  Brussels  in 
June.  I  will  ask  permission  to  refer  to 
one  or  two  of  these  desptaches.  He 
stated  that  he  was  Avriting  on  January 
6th  about  this  Brussels  Conference,  when 
he  chanced  to  get  a  communication 
from  the  Colonial  Office  which  he  em- 
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bodied  in  the  letter  he  was  sending. 
Then  he  used  this  strong  statement : 

"  This  is  the  first  and  all  the  communications 
from  the  Colonial  Office  upon  this  point." 

I  will  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
refer  to  page  30  

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  That  pre- 
ceded it. 

♦Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  am  not  referring  to 
one  which  preceded  it  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  by  chance  he  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  the  Colonial 
Office  on  the  6th  January,  and  included 
it  in  the  letter.  I  want  him  to  refer  to 
page  30  of  the  Blue  Book,  where  it 
appears  he  sent  a  long  telegram 
on  the  24th  January,  in  which  these 
words  occur:  "Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies "  is  "  forwarding  a  petition  in 
favour  of  countervailing  duties."  He  is 
of  opinion  that  Mauritius  "  is  likely  to 
be  ruined,  and  requests  that  the  memorial 
may  be  favourably  considered."  This 
was  the  second  communication  from  the 
Colonial  Office— one  on  the  6th 
January  

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  It  is  the 
same. 

♦Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  beg  your  pardon. 
Of  course  it  is  the  same,  the  Colonial 
Secretary  always  says  the  same  thing 
until  it  is  carried  out.  That  is  the 
feature  of  him.  That  is  where  he  differs 
from  everybody  else  in  the  Ministry. 
My  point  i.T  that  what  the  Colonial 
Secretary  said  on  the  6th  January  was, 
"Carry  out  these  duties."  What  the 
Indian  Secretary  said  was,  "We  never 
received  any  compulsion — no  hints,  no 
inducements — from  the  Colonial  Office 
except  on  the  6th  January."  I  produce 
this  telegram  on  the  24th  January,  which 
shows  that  as  late  as  that  date  the 
Colonial  Secretary  says,  "  What  about 
my  countervailing  duties?  Have  you 
got  them  on  yet  ?  ' 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  The  hont 
Gentleman  must  really  read  the  Blue 
Book  intelligently.  That  telegram  is  a 
summary  of  the  despatch  sent  by  me. 

♦Mr.  LOUGH  :  Quite  so  ;  that  is  my 
point.  If  it  was  a  mere  hint  from  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  a  chance  communica- 
tion put  in  with  another  letter,  there 


j  would  be  no  more  about  it,  the  Indian 
Secretary  would  leave  his  chance  com- 
munication to  arrive.  He  states  that  the 
i  telegram  is  a  repetition  of  the  whole 
despatch.  Nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
telegram  is  bristling  with  the  Colonial 
Office.  On  the  24th  January  the  Colonial 
Secretary  returned  to  the  charge,  and 
said,  "  How  about  these  duties ;  have 
you  tried  to  put  them  through  ?  "  That 
is  not  all.  On  the  24th  February  we 
have  another  telegram.  (These  tele- 
grams are  worth  the  attention  of  the 
House  ;  they  are  really  most  interesting.) 
It  says :  "  My  telegram  of  the  24th 
January  ;  desire  to  know  if  you  propose 
to  pass  an  Act  this  session  imposing 
countervailing  duties."  Cannot  the  House 
trace  the  hand  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
in  this  ?  He  gives  the  order  on  the  6th 
January;  he  repeats  it  by  telegram  on 
the  24th  January ;  he  says  on  the  24th 
February,  "  I  want  your  answer.  Are 
you  going  to  pass  these  countervailing 
duties?"  That  wakes  up  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  There  are  no  dilatory 
proceedings  now.  They  see  the  hand  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  in  it.  On  the 
25th  February  they  reply,  "  Your  tele- 
gram of  the  24th  February.  Sugar 
bounties.  We  propose  to  legislate  at 
once  on  American  model."  Then  there 
is  another  telegram  from  the  Secretary 
for  India:  "Sugar  duties.  Suggested 
legislation  approved  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  That  is  on  the  1st  March. 
I  say  that  a  great  step  in  the  legislation 
of  a  country  was  never  taken  more 
hurriedly  than  that.  I  think  I  have  made 
good  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cardiff  that  the  whole  proceedings 
emanated  from  the  Colonial  Office.  Now, 
I  desire,  for  my  own  part,  to  express  in  a 
few  words  my  opinion  about  these  trans- 
actions. I  consider  this  to  be  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  Blue  Books  ever 
issued  by  a  Government  Department. 
We  have  no  reliable  statistics,  no  infor- 
mation. The  first  six  or  eight  pages  are 
filled  with  a  letter  from  the  firm  of  Begg, 
Dunlop,  and  Co.,  which  is  a  mere  Pro- 
tectionist argument,  such  as  we  constantly 
receive  from  firms,  not  only  in  India,  but 
in  this  country.  But  why  on  earth  this 
communication  should  be  set  out  in  a 
Blue  Book,  on  which  important  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  is  based,  I  cannot 
for  a  moment  imagine.  The  Blue 
Book  contains  no  argument  whatever 
in  favour  of  the  strong  step  taken  by  the 
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Government,  the  motive  of  which  I  believe 
is  the  sturdy  action  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary to  which  I  have  referred.  The  Secre- 
tary for  India  stated  that  the  agriculural 
prosperity  of  India  mainly  depended  on 
sugar.    That  is  a  most  extraordinary 
statement.    There  are  about  250,000,000 
acres  in  British  India,  only  2,500,000  of 
which  are  under  sugar  cultivation,  some 
of  which  is  a  very  low  class  of  cultiva- 
tion. Therefore  I  say  that  sugar  is  to  a  very 
slight  extent  indeed  a  staple  product  of 
India.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
as  well  have  said  that  cotton,  tea,  tobacco, 
or  a  dozen  other  articles  were  staples.  The 
fact  is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
bound  to  find  arguments,  and  his  whole 
speech  is  full  of  efforts  to  find  arguments 
to  justify  the  policy  which  was  inaugurated 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary.    I  would  like 
to  consider  for  a  moment  the  inspiration 
that  is  at  the  back  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary in  this  matter.    He  is  thinking  of 
what  he  calls  the  Colonies.     What  colo- 
nies?  The  West  Indies  and  Mauritius. 
These  are  hardly  colonies  at  all ;  they 
are  not   places  in  which  a  European 
population  can  live  healthily.    They  are 
really  the  most  unimportant  colonies  the 
Empire    has,   and   the   prosperity  of 
these  colonies  may  be  sought  at  too  great 
an  expense  to  the  rest  of  the  Empire. 
He  has  told  us  that  the  staple  trade 
of   the     West     Indies     has  suffered 

rktly,  and  that  Mauritius  is  likely  to 
ruined.  I  do  not  understand  that 
statement.  We  have  no  statistics  from 
the  Indian  Secretary  to  prove  that 
Mauritius  has  suffered  in  any  respect. 
The  exports  from  Mauritius  in  1898 
were  larger  than  in  any  other  year,  with 
perhaps  one  exception.  Therefore  up 
to  the  present  the  sugar  trade  of  Mauri- 
tius has  suffered  in  no  way  whatever. 
But  suppose  it  did  suffer.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  appears  to  think  that  we  can 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  Free  Trade 
policy  without  having  any  disadvantages 
This  is  the  flaw  in  the  position  which 
he  takes  up  in  this  matter.  We 
have  to  take  the  good  and  the 
bad  both  of  Free  Trade  and  of  Protection, 
and  to  reject  one  or  the  other  after 
taking  all  the  circumstances  in  regard  to 
each  into  consideration.  Suppose  when 
the  Free  Trade  policy  was  introduced  in 
this  country  we  had  had  a  strong  Minister 
like  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  would 
look  at  the  matter  from  the  same  stand- 
point; Think  of  all  the  stories  that  might 

Mr.  Lough. 


have  been  told  of  the  suffering  caused  to 
British  agriculture.     Did  this  House 
pause  because  British  agriculture  suffered  Y 
No.    This  House  looked  at  the  matter 
broadly,  and  said,  "  We  cannot  consider 
the  interests  of  a  class ;  we  must  consider 
the  interests  of  the  whole  nation,  and 
looking  at  the  interests  of  the  whole 
nation  the  Free  Trade  policy  is  the  best 
we  can  adopt."    I  will  give  one  other 
example.    Look  at  how  Ireland  suffered 
by  the  introduction  of  the  Free  Trade 
policy.    The  argument  of  the  Indian 
Secretary  appears  to  be  that  the  produc- 
tion of  sugar  may  be  destroyed  in  India. 
Has  not  the  production  of  flour,  meal, 
and,  in  fact,  all  the  staple  products  of 
Ireland  been  destroyed  within  the  last 
50  years  1    The  House  has  warmed  its 
hands  at  the  blaze  which  has  burned  up 
all  Irish  industries ;  yet  this  House  has 
gone  on  steadily  in  the  policy  because  it 
believed  that,  on  the  whole,  the  policy  of 
Free  Trade  conferred  greater  benefit 
than    it    inflicted  injury.     Take  the 
Indian  case  from  the  same  standpoint. 
The  one  argument  of  the  Indian  Secretary 
was  that  these  imports  are  increasing 
rapidly.   The  meaning  of  that  is  that  the 
Indian  people  are  welcoming  what  these 
other  countries  are  sending.    Is  not  that 
the  best  proof  that  the  Indians  want  it, 
and  that  the  continuance  of  this  influx  of 
bounty-fed  sugar  would  be  a  great  benefit 
to  the  general  population   of   India  1 
There  is  a  statement  in  the  Blue  Book 
that  the  poor  in  India  do  not  consume 
sugar,  but  I  believe  that  that  statement 
will     not     stand    examination.  The 
consumption  of  sugar  is  increasing  as 
rapidly  there — perhaps  more  rapidly — as 
in  most  other  countries,  and  the  rapid 
growth  of  these  very  imports  proves  that 
there  are  a  great  many  people  there 
who  want  it,  and  that  a  great  blow  will 
be  struck  at  the  growing  industries  of  the 
country  by  the  adoption  of  the  policy 
which  the  Government  has  taken  up.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  these 
bounty-giving  countries.    We  cannot  hit 
them  ;  we  cannot  touch  them  ;  we  cannot 
do  them  any  harm.    The  only  people  on 
whom  we  can  lay  any  burden  with  regard 
to  this  legislation  is  the  people  of  India 
They  want  something  ;  we  refuse  to  give 
it  to  them.    They  are  building  up  indus- 
tries in  confectionery  and  so  on,  just  as 
such  industries  have  grown  up  in  this 
ocrartry,    through    cheap   sugar.  We 
destroy  those  industries.    It  has  not  been 
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denied  that  cheap  sugar  confers  consider- 
able benefits,  but  the  argument  of  the 
Indian  Secretary  is  that  it  is  an  illegiti- 
mate benefit.  But  if  foreigners  are  will- 
ing to  do  something  for  us  which  is 
favourable  to  us,  why  should  we  not 
take  the  gifts  the  gods  send  ?  Why  bo 
too  particular  in  inquiring  whether  the 
most    strictly   moral    and  honourable 

Srinciples  have  been  pursued  in  their  pro- 
uction  ?  If  we  did  that  in  regard  to  all 
our  commerce  it  would  lead  us  into  very 
considerable  difficulties.  Who  made  us  a 
ruler  or  a  judge  as  to  what  it  may  suit 
other  nations  to  do  1  We  assume  too 
readily  that  these  bounties  are  based 
upon  an  entirely  rotten  foundation.  I 
once  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  one  of 
these  sugar  factories  on  the  Continent,  in 
Russia,  and  I  was  greatly  interested  in  it. 
I  was  told  that  this  factory  was 
kept  by  a  Pole  and  a  Jew,  and  that  we 
must  walk  carefully  through  the  works 
as  we  might  be  suspected  of  being 
spies.  We  saw  production  going  on 
in  every  process,  and  I  thought  as  I 
walked  away  from  that  factory  that  in 
the  Caledonian  Road  in  the  East  End  we 
could  buy  that  sugar  at  half  the  price  that 
was  paid  at  a  village  about  half  a  mile  from 
that  factory.  Do  these  people  produce 
this  sugar  just  for  the  love  of  the  thing  ? 
No,  they  do  it  because  it  pays  them 
and  it  suits  them  •  they  take  the  whole 
transaction  broadly,  and  they  find  that 
the  giving  of  these  bounties  answers  their 
purpose  extremely  well.  Does  anybody 
think  that  they  give  us  this  cheap 
sugar  just  for  the  love  of  us  ?  I  for 
one  do  not  believe  it,  and  I  am  willing 
to  take  the  sugar  as  cheap  as  they 
ean  give  it  to  us,  for  I  assume  these 
people  know  how  to  manage  their  own 
business,  and  the  people  in  Austria, 
Germany,  and  France  also  know  what 
they  are  doing.  I  believe  our  true  policy 
is  that  which  we  have  followed  for  forty 
or  fifty  years,  and  that  is  to  take  what- 
ever advantage  these  countries  offer  to 
as  without  questioning  their  motives. 
This  question  cannot  end  where  it  stands 
to-day.  The  step  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  taken  has  been  borrowed  from 
America.  That  step  is  one  of  the 
greatest  moment,  for  it  threatens  the 
fiscal  policy  which  we  have  pursued  in 
this  country  for  the  last  fifty  years. 
Why  should  we  go  to  America  for  an 
ideal  1  Have  we  not  our  own  ideals  estab- 
lished by  Adam  Smith,  by  Cobden,  and  by 
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Bright  in  this  House  1  Had  we  not  many 
stormy  debates  here  before  we  adopted 
the  principle  of  Free  Trade  ?  I  was  sorry 
to  hear  the  language  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  he  spoke  of  the  agita- 
tion in  India  against  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  Had  we  not  lively  debates 
all  over  England  before  Free  Trade  was 
adopted  ?  And  why  should  the  people 
of  India  be  blamed  for  carrying  on 
the  same  discussion  ?  Such  a  policy 
deserves  to  be  attacked  just  as  muoh 
in  India  as  in  this  country;  but 
the  point  which  I  desire  to  make  is  that 
this  policy  which  is  being  pursued  in 
India  cannot  stay  where  it  stands  to-day. 
Why  should  we  go  to  America,  which  is 
a  Protectionist  country,  for  any  of  our 
ideals?  We  are  a  Free  Trade  country, 
and  we  should  stick  to  a  Free  Trade 
policy  and  not  allow  the  good  heart  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  carry  us  away 
in  this  matter.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  desires  to  prop  up  the 
industries  of  these  colonies,  he  can- 
not prop  them  up  by  Protection.  He 
must  allow  the  winds  of  adversity  to  blow 
about  these  industries  as  they  blow  about 
all  industries,  and  if  they  cannot  stand 
against  them  they  cannot  stand  at  all. 
The  Indian  Secretary  says  that  it  is  a 
great  loss  for  trade  to  be  disturbed  from 
its  old  channels,  but  I  say  this  is  not  so. 
It  is  very  often  a  great  gain  for  it  to 
be  disturbed,  even  when  it  is  proceeding 
in  legitimate  channels.  Was  not  the  tea 
trade  in  China  in  a  legitimate  channel  for 
that  trade  to  flow  in,  but  does  it  flow  in 
that  channel  now  1  No,  it  flows  in  India 
and  Ceylon  now  to  the  benefit  of  this  Em- 
pire, and  to  the  benefit  of  everybody  who 
drinks  tea.  The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  a  most  fallacious  doctrine  to  lay 
down,  for  if  you  draw  a  ring  fence  round 
this  industry  what  will  be  the  effect  ?  It 
will  be  that  production  will  decline,  bad 
methods  of  manufacture  will  be  protected, 
and  the  people  will  not  enjoy  those  bene- 
fits which  they  otherwise  would  enjoy  if 
free  competition  were  allowed  to  play  its 
part.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  see  that 
on  such  extremely  flimsy  pretexts  as  are 
laid  down  in  this  book,  and  advanced  by 
the  Indian  Secretary,  that  such  a  great 
breach  should  be  made  in  the  Free  Trade 
principles  of  this  country. 

.  *Sra  LEWIS  MoIVER  (Edinburgh, 
W.) :  So  far  as  I  have  been  privileged 
to  hear  this  Debate  I  have  been  chiefly 
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struck  with  the  flimsiness  of  the  attack 
on  the  Government.  Without  substantial 
basis  it  has  been  supported  by  only  the 
most  strained  special  pleading,  buttressed 
by  the  most  shadowy  arguments,  and 
padded  out  by  detached  lectures  on  irre- 
levant subjects.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Wolverhampton  gave  us  three  most 
interesting  and  detached  lectures — one  on 
the  constitution  of|the  Indian  Legislature 
— very  attractive,  and  to  me  very  wel- 
come as  an  old  friend.  Then  a  second,  in 
an  analysis  of  the  Blue  Book.  Finally  a 
dear  old  friend,  the  elementary  lecture  on 
Free  Trade  principles.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cardiff  followed  with  a  disquisition  on 
the  shortcomings  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary ;  a  sweet  contribution  on  the  "  uses 
of  adversity,"  or  the  blessings  of  foreign 
competition  ;  and  a  second  edition  of  the 
Free  Trade  lecture.  But  very  little  from 
either  in  support  of  the  motion  before  the 
House.  I  am  not  trying  to  blame  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton. 
He  is  only  an  instrument  fulfilling  a  con- 
stitutional rdle,  giving  the  countenance 
of  the  front  bench  to  the  motion,  and  is 
too  good  for  the  job.  The  putative, 
the  admitted,  engineer  of  the  Debate 
is  the  second  speaker  and  lecturer. 
It  has  always  seemed  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  it  would  make  for  our  comfort,  and 
certainly  for  the  speedier  despatch  of 
public  business,  if  the  deadly  iteration, 
within  this  Chamber,  of  a  well-known 
elementary  lecture  on  political  economy 
— certain  familiar  parts  of  which  we  have 
had  over  again  to-night — were  invariably 
to  be  ruled  out  of  order  from  your  chair. 
It  has  been  printed  so  often  in  Hansard — 
not  to  mention  the  local  papers — that  we 
might  with  advantage  have  a  Sessional 
Order  to  the  effect  that  a  copy  of  it  be 
laid  upon  the  Table.  We  all  know  it  by 
heart.  To  the  original  lecture  itself — 
the  venerable  classic  of  fifty  years'  stand- 
ing— I  take  no  objection.  It  is  all  true, 
none  of  it  is  new,  and  a  good  deal  of  it 
doesn't  signify.  But  of  the  modern  emen- 
dations and  glosses  without  authority — the 
amateur  and  discordant  variations  inter- 
polated in  the  old  score — this  can  hardly 
be  said.  They  may  be  new,  but  they  are 
rarely  true.  In  practical  politics  these 
performances  are  either  out  of  date 
or  out  of  tune.  They  are  not  wanted. 
We  are  all  Free  Traders  to«lay,  and 
don't  need  converting.  Of  course  there 
is  a  gamut  of  degree  in  the  fervour 
of  Free  Traders.    So  there  is  in  the 
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zeal  of  Christians.  The  vast  majority, 
in  both  cases,  take  their  creed  quietly — 
with  an  unmoving  and  uninquiring 
acquiescence,  rather  than  with  any  very 
militant  quality  of  active  faith.  At 
one  pole  you  have  the  doubters  and 
the  waverers,  at  the  other  are  the 
bigots  and  zealots  and  fanatics.  In  the 
economic  school  these  are  represented  by 
the  dervishes  and  fakirs  of  the  Cobden 
Club,  with  whom  the  identity  of  two 
oblate  spheroids,  the  terrestrial  globe 
and  Bastiat's  orange — is  a  postulate,  and 
settles  the  whole  question.  I  hope  the 
House  will  understand  that  I  am  not 
referring  to  the  great  bulk  of  the 
members  of  the  Cobden  Club,  who  take  a 
rational  view  of  Froe  Trade,  but  to  that 
self-appointed  priesthood  which  poses  as 
the  club  and  takes  its  name  in  vain— 
those  cotton-gloved  ghazisjof  Manchester, 
to  whom  the  blessed  word  "  consumer" 
is  as  comforting  and  conclusive  as  the 
name  of  Mesopotamia  was  to  another 
group  of  worthy  old  ladies.  To  them 
Free  Trade  is  a  Divine  revelation,  not  to 
be  understanded  of  the  vulgar.  The  words 
of  its  Early  Fathers  are  inspired  words — 
even  including,  I  suppose,  some  of  their 
still  unfulfilled  prophecies.  The  Book  of 
the  Law  and  the  exclusive  gift  of  authori- 
tative exposition  are  in  the  hands  of  an 
inner  circle  of  Lamas,  and  their  extreme 
interpretations  are  of  universal  applica- 
tion— in  all  countries,  in  all  circum- 
stances, and  in  all  times.  This  is  esoteric 
Free  Trade,  which,  logically  translated 
into  workaday  life,  would  mean  very  little 
trade  and  practically  no  freedom.  But  all 
this  is  as  far  removed  from  the  business 
Free  Trade  notions  of  the  general 
public  in  this  country  as  is  the  theoretic 
Buddhism  of  Lhassa  from  the  working 
religion  of  the  Singalese  coolie  or  the 
Burman  boatman  ;  and  this  separation — 
this  growing  divergence  between  the 
preachers  .and  the  people,  between 
clerics  and  the  laity — is  fraught  with 
danger  to  the  Free  Trade  connection.  It 
creates  a  situation  pregnant  with  schism 
and  revolt.  Theoretically,  with  the 
Buddhist,  to  destroy  life  is  a  crime  j 
ergo,  all  good  Buddhists  must  be  vege- 
tarians. And  are  they  1  Not  much. 
They  don't  kill  cows  ;  but  they  keep  a 
Mohammedan  butcher  in  nearly  every 
village,  and  the  simple-minded  Burman  is 
a  connoisseur  of  beefsteaks.  Buddhism 
is  still  the  creed  of  Ceylon  and  Burma — 
because  it  suits  the  people,  I  suppose. 
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But  if  the  attempt  were  made  to  force  the  1  of  Protection.  It  is  speech  and  action 
extreme  theory  of  the  creed  into  prac-  like  that  of  to-day  that  gives  real  Free 
tice,  there  would  be  more  trouble  in  ,  Traders  cause  for  new  alarm  ;  and  already 
Burma  than  we  have  ever  yet  en-  we  have  sufficient  ground  for  disquietude, 
countered  in  that  difficult  country,  i  The  House  must  remember  that,  although 
And  that  is  precisely  the  sort  of  result  I  ;  the  vast  majority  of  people  in  this  country 
fear  from  the  aggressive  assertion  of  that  |  accept  our  Free  Trade  system  as  the  best 
extreme  purism  of  which  the  right  hon.  on  balance  for  this  country,  there  have 
Member  is  the  mouthpiece  to-day.  As  a  |  been,  from  time  to  time— there  are  to-day 
sincere  Free  Trader,  I  am  more  afraid  of  |  — parts  of  the  country  and  communities 
the  mulish  indiscretions  of  the  doctrinaire  in  the  country  who,  for  special  reasons. 
Free  Trader  than  of  the  arguments  of  the  do  not  accept  the  validity  of  Free  Trade 
professed  Protectionist.  I  am  satisfied  1  claims  with  anything  like  whole-souled 
that  at  this  moment  in  the  blind  :'cal  of  enthusiasm.  Roughly  speaking,  our 
the  Free  Trade  fanatic  lies  more  danger  \  general  view  of  Free  Trade  is  the  free 
to  the  continuity  of  our  national  economic  exchange  of  commodities  at  natural 
pplicy  than  in  all  outside  attack  from  I  prices ;  but  the  bounty  system  is  a  direct 
whatever  direction.  This  country  is  a  and  gross  violation  of  that  view,  and 
Free  Trade  country.  Its  inhabitants  are  |  should  be  met  in  the  gate.  I  may  be  told 
mostly  professed  Free  Traders.  Just  as  that  foreign  tariffs  are  a  violation  of 
this  is  a  Christian  country  and  its  Free  Trade.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  so  they 
inhabitants  are  mostly  professed  Pro-  are  ;  but  that  is  another  story.  Primarily 
testants — and  for  much  the  same  reason  a  tariff  is  a  fiscal  matter,  and  each  country 
in  both  cases.  We  are  mostly  Protestants  is  surely  entitled  to  say  how  it  shall  raise 
and  Free  Traders  because  our  fathers  j  its  necessary  revenue.  It  is  exclusively 
were.  The  majority  have  never  inquired  a  Government  matter,  and  the  legitimate 
much  further  in  either  case,  but  from  tneir  i  business  of  a  Government.  On  the  other 
childhood  have  accepted  both  conditions  hand,  first  and  last,  a  bounty  is  a  trade 
contentedly.  But  of  those  who  have  even  matter^  and  means  that  a  Government, 
superficially  studied  the  economic  ques-  departing  from  its  primary  and,  as  I  view 
tion,  who  nave  examined  the  grounds  of 1  it,  legitimate,  attitude,  gives  its  support 
the  faith  that  is  in  them,  nine  out  of  ten  and  its  money  to  bolster  up  a  particular 
would  say  that  they  are  Free  Traders  be  trade  in  competition  with  the  trade  of 
cause  they  recognise  that  Free  Trade  has  other  countries.  That,  according  to  n>y 
done  wonders  for  this  country  in  the  past,  view,  is  not  a  justifiable  attitude  for  a 
that  Free  Trade  is  probably  doing  pretty  t  Government.  And  what  we  contend  is 
well  for  this  country  in  the  present,  and  that  the  Government  of  a  country  which 
because  they  hope  it  may  continue  to  believes  in,  and  adheres  to,  Free  Trade 
satisfy  our  wants  in  the  future.  They  principles,  is  bound  to  take  the  strongest 
like  things  cheap,  if  they  are  not  also  1  available  measures  to  neutralise  the  effect 
nasty.  They  dislike  Customs  worries —  of  this  illegitimate  interference  with  Free 
and,  on  the  whole,  it  might  be  a  danger- 1  Trade.  The  hostile  tariffs  of  foreign 
ous  thing  to  get  tinkering  with  good  old  nations  are  their  affair,  their  bounties  are 
Free  Trade.  That,  I  take  it,  is  about  the  '  very  largely  our  affair.  Let  them  protect 
average  view.  It  is  a  practical  and  ^  their  interests  as  much  as  they  like 
strictly  mundane  view,  and  very  remote  within  their  own  territories ;  in  most 
from  the  sacrosanct  aspect  which  the  ,  cases  we  still  can  tackle  them  and  beat 
Ritualist — the  Manchester  Mahatma —  ,  them  even  then  ;  and  unless  the  hon. 
insists  on  presenting.  The  average  Member  for  Cardiff  has  his  way,  we  shall 
Britisher  does  not  take  his  Free  1  continue  to  be  able  to  stick  to  Free  Trade 
Trade  as  a  Divine  revelation,  or  even  and  free  imports.  But  when  foreign 
credit  its  doctrines  with  the  permanent '  countries  transfer  their  action  to  inside 
infallibility  of  a  mathematical  truth.  No,  I  our  borders,  when  they  insidiously 
Sir,  we  accept  Free  Trade  for  ourselves  attack  our  beloved  doctrines  on  our  own 
in  a  sober,  businesslike  spirit,  because,  on  i  ground,  and  so  shake  the  faith  of  the 
balance,  it  profits  the  nation,  and  for  1  waverers,  we  are  bound  to  strike  back,  if 
so  long  as  it  profits  the  nation.  |  only  to  stiffen  the  backs  of  our  own 
I  repeat,  it  is  this  arrogant  intolerance  weaker  brethren.  I  submit,  Sir,  that  tho 
that  jeopardises  the  fair  fame  of  Free  bounty  question  is  not  an  aspect  of  legiti- 
Trade,  and  gives  a  handle  to  the  prophets  mate  trade  any  more  i':an  Greek  fi-e  or 
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explosive  bullets  are  debatable  subjects  in  bounties  without  one  sixpence  of  the 
the  science  of  legitimate  warfare.    It  be-  countervailing  duty  even  being  collected, 
longs  rather  to  the  class  of  such  questions  and  yet  he  forbids  that   word  being 
as  slave  trading  and  piracy.    It  is  an  evil  spoken.    "  Under  which  king,  Bezonianr 
thing  and  an  outrage  which  all  honest  Is  that  a  blow  for  Free  Irade,  or  for 
nations  should  combine  to  suppress,  to  Protection  ?    Whatever  the  intentions  or 
attack  tooth  and  nail,  to  stamp  out  the  beliefs  of  the  hon.  Member  may  be, 
ruthlessly.    I  maintain  that  not  merely  the  whole  body  of  support  which  he  and 
in  their  interests,   but  in  defence  of  his  doctrinaire  associates  have  behind  them 
Free   Trade,    we,    as  a   Free   Trade  in  this  country  on  this  question  is  a  Pro- 
nation, should  treat  a  bounty  pirate  as  tectionist  agitation.    The  only  represen- 
an  honest  citizen  would  treat  an  armed  tations  from  outside  which  Members  of  this 
burglar  in  his  ■  bedroom — as  an  honest  House  have  received  on  the  subject  have 
farmer  would  treat  a  dog  addicted  to  been  appeals  to  do  nothing  to  interfere 
sheep-worrying — shoot  on  sight,  and  ask  with  bounties,  because  they  bolster  a 
questions  afterwards.    But,  Sir,  it  is  a  particular,  trade.    And  we  practical  Free 
notorious  fact  that  the  bounties  which  Traders — the    real    Free    Traders— in 
the  so-called  Free  Traders  are  so  anxious  defending  Free  Trade,   in  seeking  to 
to  maintain— so  determined  shall  be  un-  strike  a  blow  for  Free  Trade  principles, 
touched — are  on  their   last  legs.    We  and  to  get  rid  of  the  shackles  on  Free 
know  that  most  of  the  bounty-giving  Trade  imposed  by  this  piratical  bounty 
countries  are  sick  of  the  ghastly,  futile  system,  find  ourselves  confronted,  not  as 
expenditure  which  has  only  led  to  an  un-  usual  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
natural  over-production,  that  they  would  Thanet  and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
welcome  any  tangible  excuse  for  giving  !  for  Sheffield,  but  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
them  up ;  and  that,  any  such  excuse  once  Cardiff.  Sir,  if  the  views  for  which  I  have 
given,  the  other  bounty-giving  countries  been  contending  be  true,  viz.,  that,  if  our 
would  have  to  fall  into  line — would  have  economic  policy  is  to  be  maintained  on 
to  follow  suit.    Everybody  except  Pro-  its  present  sound  and  profitable  lines, 
tectionists  of    this    or   that  industry  that  desirable  end  can  only  be  secured 
denounces  bounties.    What. keeps  them  by    the    frank    recognition    of  the 
going  still  ?    One  thing  and  one  thing  present  danger   in    which    it  stands, 
alone — the  virginal  prudery  of  the  Cobden  owing  to  the  heretical  extravagances  of 
•Club.  That,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  how  extremes  ;  the  zealots,  by  the  recognition  of  the  fact 
meet.     In  the   speech   of    the    hon.  i  that  in  our  national  business  Free  Trade 
Member  Free  Trade    and    Protection  i  is  a  commercial,  not  an  academic,  policy, 
are  for  the  first  time  running  in  double  !  and  is  to  be  guided  by  practical  principles, 
harness.    In    order   to    protect   some  not  by  purblind  pedantry — I  say,  if  that 
sugar  importers  in  India — or,  if  you  trans-  view  is  of  force  when  stated  generally, 
fer  the  matter  home,  in  order  to  protect  and  as  applied  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  increase  the  profits  of  certain  con- 1  and  to  our  Crown  colonies,  it  is  doubly 
fectionery  and  jam  industries  in   this ;  and  trebly  true  when  applied  to  India, 
country — it  is  desirable  that  the  bounty  When  it  comes  to  dealing  with  India,  its 
system  should  be  maintained.    I  do  not  revenue,  its  interests,  its  welfare,  the 
say  that  that  is  his  object ;  but  that  is  House  has  to  remember  that  we  are  deal- 
what  practically  he  is  advocating.    I  do  ing,  not  with  our  own  property  but  with 
not  say  the  hon.  Member  is  consciously  a  1  one  for  which  we  are  trustees ;  and  as 
Protectionist.    I  do  not  suggest  that  evil  the  House  knows,  the  action  of  trustees  is 
communications  on  that  bench  below  the  very  properly  subject  to  strict  limitations, 
gangway  have  so  far  corrupted  the  purity  ,  We  cannot  deal  with  the  property  of  our 
of  his  creed — but,  all  the  same,  he  is  fight- :  cestui  que  trusts  as  fancy  dictates.  We 
ing  the  Protectionist  battle.     Does  he  cannot  sell  it  out  at  pleasure,  and  reinvest 
approve  of  bounties  1     Are  they  consis-  it  in  wild-cat  stock,  like  Cobden  Club 
tent  with  his  Free  Trade  creed  1   Does  he  debentures.     In   our    trusteeship  for 
desire  their  maintenance  ?     Well,    but ;  India  we  are  bound  by  equitable  consider- 
what  is  he  doing  ?    He  knows  they  are  ations,  by  obligations  of  honour,  and  by 
the  most  flagrant  outrage  on  Free  Trade,  the  solemn  and  formal  declarations  of  the 
and  he  knows  that  one  word  from  this  !  proclamation  of  1859 — so  often  repeated 
(Jovernment — the  mero  threat  of  counter   and  expanded — to  govern  India  for  the 
vailing  duties — would   put  an    end  to  Indians,  in  the  interests  of  India,  and,  so 
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far  as  possible,  in  harmony  with  the 
ideas  of  the  people  of  India.  With  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
India,  this  House  must  recollect  that  the 
revenue  of  India  is  not  the  revenue  of 
this  country.  It  belongs  to  the  people  of 
India,  to  be  employed  for  their  benefit 
according  to  the  judgment  of  experts  on 
the  spot.  We  have  been  informed  to- 
day that  the  sugar  bounty  system  is 
injuring  the  revenue  of  India.  The  dif- 
ferent ways  in  which  this  happens,  and 
the  extent  to  which  it  happens,  has  been 
told  to  us  in  full  and  authoritative  detail 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  sits  below  me. 
For  my  part,  I  am  content  to  take  the 
fact  on  authority.  Whether  the  loss  is 
chiefly  by  direct  injury  to  certain  trades, 
or  by  the  cultivation  of  sugar  proving  un- 
profitable, with  the  consequence  that  land 
falls  out  of  cultivation,  the  fact  remains 
that  there  is  a  loss  of  revenue  and  pri- 
marily, let  me  say,  a  loss  of  land  revenue ; 
and  the  extent  of  the  area  thus  thrown 
out  of  cultivation  is  a  detail.  If  a  single 
acre  has  fallen  out  of  cultivation  from 
this  unholy  cause,  we,  as  trustees 
for  India,  are  bound  to  see  to  it. 
And  for  this  reason  :  there  is  a  loss  of 
land  revenue ;  that  loss  has  to  be  made 
up,  and  by  whom  ?  By  some  other 
wretched  cultivator  who  has  already  only 
a  thin  paper  partition  between  himself 
and  starvation — 

"  His  life  is  a  long-drawn  question 
Betwixt  a  crop  and  a  crop," 

and  it  is  our  business  to  see  that  the 
question  is  not  made  more  difficult  for 
him  to  solve  than  is  avoidable.  Again,  I 
will  not  deal  with  sugar  refining  in  India, 
for  with  that  also  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  dealt.  It  is  a  young  industry,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  will  probably  com- 
fort himself  with  the  reflection  that  babies 
generally  die  quite  easily  and  painlessly. 
In  the  same  way  he  is,  naturally,  too 
humane  a  man  to  derive  any  pleasure 
from  the  death-struggles  of  that  industry 
even  in  this  country.  He  has  possibly 
consoled  himself  for  the  sufferings  and 
losses  of  the  sugar  refiners  and  their  work- 
men and  their  families  with  statistics 
proving  that  those  losses  have  meant 
gain  to  other  people.  We  all  know 
those  crusted  old  figures  by  heart. 
It  is  pointed  out  triumphantly  that  if  so 
many  thousand  odd  men  in  a  particular 
locality  were  thrown  out  of  work  at  sugar 
refining,  so  many  more  thousand — pro- 
bably three  or  four  times  as  many — men, 


women,  and  children  in  another  locality 
have  been  employed  in  making  jam  and 
confectionery.  It  is  something,  but  it 
doesn't  prove  the  whole  case,  to  my  mind, 
and  it  certainly  seems  a  trifle  hard  on  the 
first  group.  But,  can  the  hon.  Member 
point  to  any  similar  compensation  in 
India?  Have  the  sugar  bounties  in- 
creased the  manufacture  of  lollipops  in 
India  ?  Have  they  led  to  any  new  source 
of  revenue  ?  Have  they  encouraged  any 
new  cultivation?  Have  they  removed 
the  necessity  for  any  new  taxation  ?  Has 
the  hon.  Member  been  able  to  show  that, 
in  any  one  respect,  the  sugar  bounties 
have  benefited  India,  or  that  the  action  of 
the  Government  of  India  in  this  matter 
is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
India,  and  therefore  in  redemption  of  our 
national  pledge  to  that  people?  So 
much,  then,  for  the  interests  of  India. 
With  regard  to  our  Government 
in  India  being  in  harmony  with  Indian 
ideas,  in  harmony  with  what,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained,  are  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  India,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cardiff  has  been  posing  this  afternoon  as 
the  Voice  of  India — the  fog-horn  of  mute 
millions — and  has  modestly  suggested 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  India  is  necessarily  his  opinion ; 
or,  conversely,  his  opinion  is  necessarily 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  India.  He 
claimed  recently  in  public  to  be  a  devout 
reader  of  newspapers,  and  as  a  result  of 
his  reading — not  a  direct  result,  but  after 
some  unknown  process  of  assimilation — he 
has  arrived  at  a  concrete  Indian  public 
opinion  opposed  to  the  action  of  the 
Government  of  India.  How  far  it  is  an 
authorised  version  of  public  opinion  the 
House  must  judge  for  itself.  I  will  offer 
the  House  some  material  for  judging. 
There  are  in  India  586  newspapers  and 
periodicals,  English  and  vernacular.  How. 
many  of  these  has  the  hon.  Member,  after 
weeks  of  inquiry,  been  able  to  press 
into  his  service  ?  What  is  the  real 
fact  about  the  Indian  Press  ?  Probably 
never  in  the  history  of  that  Press  has 
there  been  so  marvellous  a  case  of  whole- 
souled,  passionate  unanimity  in  favour 
of  a  measure ;  and  European  and  native 
papers  have  vied  with  one  another  in 
extolling  its  wisdom  and  justice — its 
necessity,  its  statesmanship.  From  the 
Pioneer  and  the  Englishman,  from  the 
Madras  Mail  and  notably  from  the  Bom- 
bay Gazette,  the  Hindoo  Patriot,  the  Amrita 
Bazaar  Patrika,  and  all  the  established 
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and  reputable  Press  there  is  but  one  voice. 
I  do  not  say  that  is  conclusive  of  Indian 
opinion ;  but  it  is  a  more  than  average 
indication.  There  are  in  India  757 
municipal  councils,  containing  a  large 
representative  element  of  natives,  elected 
by  popular  suffrage.  There  are  730  dis- 
trict or  county  councils,  similarly 
equipped.  There  are  seven  legislative 
councils,  where  the  flower  of  native 
intellect  and  ability  find  seats.  From 
which  of  these  bodies  —  representative 
and  elective  as  most  of  them  are — does 
the  hon.  Member  produce,  I  will  not  say 
a  memorial  or  a  petition,  but  even  a 
single  word  of  protest  against  the  action 
of  tne  Government  of  India  1  Then  there 
is  that  august  body  the  Indian  Congress, 
which  discusses  Imperial  problems  with 
as  much  avidity,  and  as  little  knowledge, 
as  certain  county  councils  that  we  wot  of. 
Has  the  Indian  Congress  been  stirred  to 
its  depths  1  Has  it  rushed  to  the  support 
of  the  hon.  Member  1  I  don't  know  that 
the  Government  of  India  would  have 
been  much  dismayed  if  it  had  ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  nothing  of  the  sort  has 
happened.  Then,  Sir,  we  must  take  it  from 
the  non.  Member  for  Carditf  that  the  ex- 
isting outlets  for  the  sentiments  of  the  mute 
millions  are,  according  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cardiff,  a  negligable  quantity ; 
neither  the  native  Press  nor  the  native 
representatives  are  to  be  counted.  Well, 
Sir,  we  must  turn  to  the  European  resi- 
dents in  India  not  connected  with  the 
Government.  The  hon.  Member  puts  out 
of  court  those  who  are  interested  in  sugar 
refining;  they  are  damned  by  their 
private,  selfish  interests.  Well,  I  don't 
mind  ;  but  then,  to  make  things  equal,  we 
must  in  the  same  way  damn  the  other 
group  of  selfish  interests,  the  sugar  im- 
porters of  Bombay  and  Kurrachee,  who 
are  the  hon.  Member's  sole  clients.  They 
are  the  whole  question,  according  to  the 
hon  Member.  They  are  the  voice  of 
India.  They  are  Free  Trade.  The  logic 
is  perfect.  One  group  of  the  native 
refiners  is  not  to  be  heard  because  it  has 
selfish  interest*.  The  other — a  handful 
of  European  merchants — are  the  voice  of 
India,  because  they  have  selfish  interests. 
No ;  I  think  the  two  groups  will  have  to 
be  paired — the  sugar  importers  with  the 
sugar  refiners ;  andoxit  the  voice  of  India. 
Leaving  out  sugar  refiners  and  sugar  im- 
porters, you  have  a  whole  mass  of 
non-official  Anglo-Indian  opinion  pas- 
sionately in  favour  of  the  measure. 
Sir  Lewis  Mc.Lrer. 


There  isyet  another  recognised  voice  o* 
India.  To  my  mind,  the  truest  and 
most  indisputable  representatives  of  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  India  are  the 
executive  officers  of  the  administration  of 
India — the  District  Officers  of  all  the 
services  and  all  the  departments,  who 
pass  their  lives  among  the  people,  and 
who  know  their  needs  and  wants  better 
than  anyone  else  does.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  Indian  civilian  is  devoid  of  prejudice 
on  this  or  that  subject,  that  he  may  not 
have  a  fad  about  revenue  settlement  or  a 
theory  about  cholera  germs ;  but  in  a 
question  of  this  sort,  as  to  what  are  the 
wishes  or  interests  of  the  people  of  India, 
the  Indian  official  is  not  only  the  best, 
the  most  trustworthy,  but  the  only  real 
authority,  and,  almost  to  a  man,  the 
District  Officers  have  approved  of  the 
measure.  Lastly,  you  have  the  respon- 
sible Government  of  India,  commanding, 
at  first  hand,  every  channel  of  informa- 
tion and  competent  advice,  deliberately 
introducing  this  measure,  supported  by 
the  whole  mass  of  Indian  opinion,  official 
and  non-official,  British  and  native, 
by  the  entire  Press,  English  and 
vernacular;  and  against  ali  this,  as 
representing  the  voice  of  India,  you  have 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  supported  by 
the  Peculiar  People  section  of  the  Cobden 
Club  and  a  handful  of  sugar  importers  in 
Bombay.  As  the  House,  will  recognise, 
long  as  I  have  been,  with  many  of  the 
cogent  Indian  arguments  germane  to  the 
Government  case  I  have  not  dealt  at  alL 
The  3,000,000  acres  under  sugar  cane 
whose  cultivation  is  in  peril ;  the  millions 
of  palm  trees  in  southern  India  exporting 
half  a  million  cwts.  of  sugar  annually, 
whose  usefulness  may  disappear ;  the 
scores  or  hundreds  of  native  refineries 
closed  or  closing ;  the  loss  of  land 
revenue ;  the  interests  of  some  hundred 
thousands  of  natives  of  India,  fellow  sub- 
jects who  earn  their  living  in  Mauritius— 
with  none  of  these  have  I  dealt.  My 
object  has  been,  first,  as  a  Free 
Trader,  to  protest  against  the  heresies 
promulgated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  publicly  to  dissociate  myself 
from  a  sort  of  literary  forgery  which  seeks 
to  father  on  Richard  Cobder.  a  pernicious 
dogma  for  which  nothrj  in  his  works 
written  or  spoken,  affords  a  sanction. 
Secondly,  to  disavow  the  childish 
doctrir*.  which  the  '-orld's  experience 
disproves,  that  what  has  been,  and  I 
hopo  will  continue  to       »cou  for  :. 
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country  would  have  been,  or  necessarily 
is,  good  for  other  countries  differently 
circumstanced.  And,  thirdly,  to  protest 
against  a  wanton  trifling  with  the 
interests  of  India  and  its  300  millions 
of  people— whose  trustees  we  are — in 
deference  to  the  extravagant  theories  of 
a  handful  of  doctrinaires  in  this  country. 
Finally,  I  would  invite  the  House  to  take 
stock  of  the  hollowness  and  the  unreality 
of  the  attack  on  the  Government,  of  the 
irrelevance  of  the  arguments  employed, 
to  the  real  ground  and  cause  of  this 
onslaught.  I  ask  the  House  to  realise 
seriously  that  all  these  proposals  have 
been  presented  to  it,  that  this  much- 
laboured  controversy,  this  long-advertised 
Debate,  has  been  thrust  upon  it,  not 
because  sacred  doctrines  are  in  danger, 
not  because  the  interests  of  India  are 
imperilled,  but  because  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cardiff,  like  the  President  of  the 
Transvaal,  does  not  care  much  for  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  W.  H.  HOLLAND :  I  should  like 
to  express  my  delight  with  the  poetry 
and  imagination  of  the  previous  speaker 
(Sir  L.  Mclver),  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  cannot  agree  with  the  fiscal  views 
which  he  expressed.  I  feel  as  though  I 
am  in  a  unique  position  in  the  House  in 
regard  to  this  question,  because  it  hap- 
pened to  be  my  lot  during  the  last  few 
months  to  pass  through  a  bye  election, 
and  in  my  address  I  specifically  alluded 
to  the  question  of  countervailing  duties, 
and  to  an  Imperial  Zolverein,  and  I  de- 
clared myself  in  favour  of  Free  Trade, 
on  the  ground  that  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
best  policy  to  pursue,  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  any  course  any  other  nation 
might  undertake,  and  I  am  against  an 
Imperial  Zolverein  and  countervailing 
duties.  These  views  were  endorsed  by 
my  constituents  by  a  large  majority; 
therefore,  I  think  I  have  a  mandate  from 
them  to  support  the  views  I  gave  ex- 
pression to  during  the  campaign.  I 
observe  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  claimed  that,  as  the  House  of 
Commons  had  never  challenged  the  in- 
structions to  the  Berlin  Conference,  they 
might  be  taken  as  approving  those  in- 
structions. I  do  not  see  why  the  House 
should  have  beon  expected  to  disapprove 
of  them,  for  those  instructions  expressly 
disclaimed  all  idea  of  imposition  of 
countervailing  duties.  I  also  respectfully 
demur  to  the  statement  of  the  Secretary 


of  State  for  India  that  Free  Trade  seeks 
as  its  chief  object  to  secure  equality  of 
opportunity  to  traders  if  opportunities 
were  equally  bad.  It  did  not  seek  to  secure 
equality  of  opportunity,  but  it  seeks  to 
secure  it  under  most  favourable  condi- 
tions, and  we,  the  Free  Traders,  believe 
that  those  conditions  are  most  favourable 
which  are  most  free.  I  noticed  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  thought  it 
worth  his  while  to  criticise  duties  that 
were  imposed  by  his  predecessor  at  the 
India  Office.  He  did  so  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  protective  in  character, 
but  he  seemed  to  overlook  entirely  the 
fact  that  such  duties  as  would  otherwise 
be  protective  in  their  character  were  ** 
countervailed  by  the  Excise,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  described  as  protective.  I 
do  not  think  that  it  lies  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  to  twit 
his  predecessor  in  regard  to  these  duties, 
because  we  who  come  from  Lancashire 
recollect  very  well  that  on  the  eve  of  the 
last  General  Election  a  removal  of  these 
duties  was  promised,  and  directly  the 
election  was  over  the  Secretary  for  India 
went  out  of  his  way  to  justify  the  action 
which  his  predecessor  had  taken  with  regard 
to  them.  I  think  he  may  be  excused  for 
expressing  his  views  somewhat  strongly 
in  regard  to  these  duties,  because  he  was 
victimised  at  tho  last  General  Election, 
because  it  was  by  standing  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  and  voting 
for  him  that  he  suffered  at  the  General 
Election.  I  think  it  was  a  little  unreason- 
able on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  denounce  the  Manchester  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  sticking  to  its  principles  of 
Free  Trade.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  considered  that  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  itself  for  j>assing  the  resolu- 
tion it  did  the  other  day.  Well,  I  have 
read  this  resolution  very  carefu'ly,  and  I 
was  present  at  the  meeting,  and  that  reso- 
lution was  so  entirely  in  harmony  with 
the  policy  of  the  Manchester  Chamber  of 
Commerce  that  I  do  not  think  that 
Chamber  had  anything  whatever  to  be 
ashamed  of.  Indeed,  I  noticed  that  it 
was  supported  by  Conservatives  as  well  as 
Liberals.  I  feel  that  those  on  the  Liberal 
benches,  at  any  rate,  need  not  concern 
themselves  to  defend  the  question  of  the 
giving  of  bounties,  because,  for  the  most 
part,  they  would  never  attempt  to  give 
them,  holding  that  all  bounties  are  bad  in 
principle.    We  in  this  country,  and  our 
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fellow  subjects  in  India,  have  been  recipi- 
ents of  the  advantages  of  bounties,  and  it 
is  not  the  recipients  whose  province  it  is 
to    complain,    it    is    the    men  who 
pay  the  bounties  who  ought  to  complain; 
and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  countries  at 
this  time  who  have  saddled  themselves 
with  these  bounties  are  now  groaning 
under  the  burden.   Bounties  are  admitted 
to  be  blunders,  and  hence  we  find  that 
Germany,  Austria,  Belgium,  and  Holland 
are  all  willing  to  abolish  them  if  France 
will  do  the  same.    In  the  case  of  France, 
although  she  is  unwilling  to  abolish  them, 
we  find  she  is  reducing  them.    I  find  in 
the  report  lately  issued  that  the  bounties 
on  exports  were  reduced  in  1898  to  the 
extent  of  30  per  cent.    That  reduction 
was    not  made    for  the   purpose  of 
pleasing  us,  but  because  the  authori- 
ties of   France   recognise    that  these 
bounties  are  an    evil    to  themselves. 
When  these  bounty-giving  nations  realise 
the  very  great  burdens  they  are  imposing 
on  themselves  I  think  then,  and  not  tifi 
then,  they  will  abandon  them.    It  was 
clearly  recognised  at  the  Brussels  Con- 
ference that  the  bounty  system  was  an 
evil.    What  did  our  Commissioners  say 
in  their  report  on  the  Conference  1  They 
said,  "  The  bounty  system  is  now  felt  to 
press  heavily  on  the  economical  resources 
of  those  States  which  have  recourse  to  it." 
Accordingly,  without  the  help  of  counter- 
vailing duties,  I  think  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  attention  of  these  nations  has 
been  called  to  the  bounty  system  in  a 
very  effective  way,  and  that  being  so  it  ia 
not  likely  to  last  very  much  longer. 
What  would  be  the  attitude  of  the  iron 
and  steel  industries  if  foreign  countries 
turned  their  attention  to  them  and  ex- 
tended bounties  to  them  ?    That  is  not  in 
the  least  likely,  because  it  would  be  a 
great  deal  too  expensive.    The  amount 
already  contributed  in  the  case  of  sugar 
by  these  countries  is  large,  but  in  such 
important  industries  as  that  of  iron  and 
steel  the  amount  would  be  unsupportable 
indeed.    I  think  it  is  hard  for  us  to  wax 
indignant    about    bounties  when  our 
working  classes  benefit  by  them  to  the 
extent    of    2|  millions    a  year,  and 
while  a  cottager  here  can  get  his  sugar 
at  2d.  or  2£d.  a  pound  a  cottager  in 
France  has  to  pay  6d.     I  think  that 
the  Blue  Book  which  has  recently  been 
published  has  entirely  failed  to  justify  the 
proposal  of  the  Government.    The  words 
of  Sir  James  Westland  which  were  quoted 

Mr.  W.  H.  Holland. 


by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton — "  I  am  proposing  to 
open  an  entirely  new  chapter  in  our  fiscal 
history  " — practically  amount  to  a  fiscal 
revolution,  and  I  think  the  House  will 
agree  that  the  onus  probandi  lies  at  least 
with  those  making  this  proposal.    Has  a 
good  case  been  made  out  in  the  opinion 
of  this  House  1  In  my  opinion  there  never 
was  such  a  flimsy  case.    If  these  counter- 
vailing   duties    had    been  demanded 
evidently  and  clearly   by  the  public 
opinion  of  India  I  am  bound  to  say  I 
should  have  hesitated  before  I  said  a 
word  against  them.    But  nearly  every 
page  in  the  Blue  Book  shows  exactly  the 
contrary.    The  Blue  Book  testifies  that 
this  policy  was  hatched  in  the  Colonial 
Office  and  forced  upon  India.  The  official 
mind  in  India  knew  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  India  Office,  and  it  would  be  very 
hard  indeed  to  expect  an  official  called 
upon  to  report  to  run  counter  to  the 
expressed  opinion  of  the  India  Office.  I 
think  it  is  clear  from  a  perusal  of  the 
Blue  Book  that  opinion  in  India  on 
the  present  occasion  is  a  manufactured 
opinion,  and  there  is  nothing  easier  than 
to  manufacture  opinion  in  favour  of  Pro- 
tection.   Once  admit  that  you  are  pre- 
pared to  open  the  door  for  the  protection 
of  an  industry,  and  it  is  the  easiest  thing 
in  the  world  to  make  out  a  case  for  it 
It  is  easy  in  India,  and  it  would  be 
easy  in  this  country.     India  is  all  the 
more  ready  to  embark  on  a  policy  of 
retaliation  with  a  light  heart,  for,  unlike 
this  country,  she  knows  nothing  of  that 
long  and  bitter  struggle  which  took  place 
fifty  years  ago,  and  which  resulted  in  the 
triumph  of  Free  Trade  principles.  Those 
who  will  benefit  by  these  countervailing 
duties  are  comparatively  few  in  number, 
and  are  more  or  less  organised,  and  to 
that  extent  they  are  able  to  make  their 
voices  heard.  But,  on  the  contrary,  those 
who  will  be  penalised  by  them  are  the 
masses  of  the  people,  whose  voices  are 
dumb,  but  who  are  nevertheless  entitled 
to  have  their  views  given  expression  to  in 
this  House.  Every  Member  of  the  House 
who  knows  anything  of  the  industries  of 
India  knows  there  are  many  industries  in 
which  sugar  stands  in  the  relation  of  raw 
material,  and  it  is  an  axiom  of  the  success- 
ful trader  that  he  must  be  able  to  buy 
his  raw  material  in  the  cheapest  market. 
Is  this  policy  entirely  fair  to  other 
industries  of  India?    Sugar  is  not  the 
most  important  crop  in  India  by  any 
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means,  and  one  would  imagine  that  a 
sense  of  proportion  would  give  increased 
prominence  to  other  crops.    Nor  has  the 
sugar  industry  suffered  the  most.  We 
find  that  the  acreage  under  pulse  has 
declined  by  7\  per  cent.,  and  is  cultivated 
over  78,000,000  acres.    Rice  has  reduced 
4  per  cent.,  oilseed  18  per  cent.,  wheat 
12£  per  cent.,  and  sugar  only  10  per 
cent.,  so  that  there  are  other  crops  in 
which  there  has  been  a  more  serious 
diminution  of    acreage    that    in  the 
case    of   sugar.     We   are  told  that 
the  refiner  in  India  wants  protection, 
but  what  manufacturer  does  not  want 
protection  if  he  can  get  it  1    But  whether 
he  needs  protection  is  a  much  more 
pertinent  question.    We  have  a  report  in 
the  Blue  Book  from  the  North- West 
Provinces  which  states  that  the  average 
profit  of  sugar  refiners  has  been  10  per 
cent.    I  am  quite  sure  there  are  a  good 
many  cotton  mills  in  Bombay  who  do  not 
earn  10  per  cent,  over  a  series  of  years. 
Other  industries  can  be  found  in  which  ■ 
the  need  is  greater  than  the  need  of  the 
sugar  refiners.    In  the  opinion  of  many 
people  it  would  be  ten  thousand  times 
better  for  sugar  refiners  to  improve  their 
methods,  both  as  regards  appliances  and 
the  quality  of  the  cane  itself,  rather  than  1 
to  rely  on  the  advantage  of  counter- 1 
vailing  duties.    In  France  very  greatly  ' 
improved  machinery  has  been  adopted 
during  the  last  ten  years.  From  a  return  | 
furnished  a  short  time  ago  I  find  that  in  ' 
sixteen  years  the  number  of  factories  in  \ 
France  has  been  reduced  by  29  per  cent., 
the  number  of  workers  in  French  re- 
fineries by  25  per   cent.,  less  beet  is 
used  and  rather  less  coal,  and  yet  not- 
withstanding the  diminution  in  all  these 
respects  more  sugar  is  being  turned  out  i 
every  year.    The  Indian  refiners  have 
already  the  advantage  of  a  protection  of 
5  per  cent,  imposed  as  import  duty.  They  i 
have  that  protection  against  Mauritius 
and  Europe,  but  they  are  not  satisfied 
with  that  advantage.    After  an  extended  i 
experience  I  have  never  found  a  pro- 
tected industry  to  be    satisfied  with 
the  amount  of  protection  it  obtained.  : 
The  levying  of  countervailing  duties  will 
yield  very  little  indeed  to  the  Indian  ! 
revenue,  but  the  consumer  will  be  heavily 
penalised,  because  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
expect  an  enhancement  not  only  in  the  [ 
price  of  sugar  in  India  but  also  in  the  \ 
price  of  other  productions.    It  is  also  I 
sought  to  justify  these  countervailing  i 


duties  because  of  the  condition  of 
Mauritius.  But  I  think  that  the  case  of 
Mauritius  was  completely  given  away  by 
the  Report  issued  a  short  time  ago,  which 
showed  that  there  was  no  injiiry  inflicted 
on  the  sugar  refining  industry,  but  that 
on  the  contrary  the  exports  into  India 
were  greater  in  weight  during  the  eleven 
months  ending  December,  1898,  than  ever 
they  had  been  oefore  during  any  preceding 
twelve  months.  And  in  point  of  value 
that  year  was  one  of  the  best  Mauritius 
ever  had.  I  notice  that  Mauritius  asks 
not  only  for  the  advantages  of  the 
countervailing  duties,  but  also  for  the 
remission  of  the  5  per  cent,  customs 
duty.  That  only  shows  that  Mauritius, 
like  the  rest  of  us,  naturally  wants  to 
have  as  much  as  it  can  get.  The  counter- 
vailing duties  are  really  not  in  the  interest 
of  Free  Trade.  I  notice  they  are  very 
strongly  supported  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Central  Sheffield.  I  do  not  think  that 
is  a  very  strong  argument  that  they  are 
I  favourable  to  Free  Trade,  because  I  am 
quite  sure  the  hon.  Member  is  not  a  great 
lover  of  Free  Trade.  Import  duties  must 
be  for  revenue  or  protection.  These  duties 
cannot  be  for  revenue — because  the  amount 
is  small,  and  the  Indian  Revenue  does  not 
need  assistance  at  present — but  they  are 
for  protection.  Countervailing  duties  are 
as  far  removed  from  Free  Trade  as  it  is 
possible  for  any  duty  to  be,  and  their 
effect  is  exactly  opposite  to  the  effect 
looked  for  in  Free  Trade.  Their  effect 
will  be  to  restrict  international  trade,  and 
to  raise  prices  to  the  consumer,  evils 
which,  in  the  first  instance,  Free  Trade 
was  designed  to  combat.  I  think  we 
will  all  agree  that  if  we  restrict  inter- 
national trade  we  will  be  impairing  inter- 
national goodwill,  and  to  that  extent  we 
will  be  undoing  the  work  now  in  progress 
at  the  Hague,  which,  we  trust,  will  be 
beneficent  in  its  result.  By  the  passing 
of  such  legislation  we  are  inflicting  a 
lasting  injury  on  Free  Trade,  because  it 
suggests  to  Protectionist  countries  that 
there  is  something  inherently  weak  in 
Free  Trade  which  can  only  be  combated 
by  countervailing  duties,  and  we  thereby 
postpone  the  adoption  of  Free  Trade  else- 
where. I  think  the  policy  of  retaliation 
which  is  now  recommended  by  the  Govern- 
ment is  childish  in  the  extreme.  I  deny 
that  by  any  such  legislation  we  can  help 
Free  Trade.  I  .think,  on  the  contrary, 
Free  Trade  is  helped  much  more  really 
by  the  spectacle  of  a  great  and  prosperous 
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people — the  greatest  trading  nation  in  the 
world — standing  unflinchingly  by  Free 
Trade  as  by  a  sheet  anchor ;  a  nation 
increasing  the  number  of  its  works,  and 
paying  better  wages  to  its  workers.  That 
is  a  spectacle  which  is  likely  to  be  an 
object  lesson  to  other  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  which  must  ultimately  have 
effect. 

•Mr.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire) :  I  had 
given  notice  of  an  Amendment  to  the 
Motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  to  the  effect 
that— 

"In  the  interests  of  India  and  of  Free  Trade 
throughout  the  world  this  House  approves  of 
the  Indian  Tariff  Act,  1899," 

but  in  deference  to  the  request  of  my 
noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  I  do  not  propose  to  move  it. 
Speaking  in  support  of  a  direct  negative, 
I  hope,  ho  vever,  to  be  able  to  show  that 
this  Tai  ff  Act  is  not  only  in  the  interests 
of  India  b  it  also  of  Free  Trade.  I  will 
l>egin  by  saying  that  I  am  a  thorough 
supporter  of  Free  Trade  in  its  widest 
sense.  With  Ruskin  I  would  like  to  see 
trade  amongst  the  nations  as  frank  and 
free  as  honesty  and  the  sea  winds  can 
make  it,  and  I  also  accept  his  definition  of 
Protection,  that  (among  other  pernicious 
functions)  it  endeavours  to  enable 
one  country  to  compete  with  another 
in  the  production  of  an  article  at 
a  disadvantage.  Now  in  the  pro 
duction  of  sugar  the  radical  question 
at  present  is  whether  European  countries 
with  beet  for  the  oource  of  production  or 
tr  jpical  countries  with  cane  can  produce 
sujar  better  or  cheaper.  On  this  ground 
there  need  be  no  dubiety  whatever. 
Statistics  show  that  the  advantage  is 
altogether  with  the  tropical  countries. 
Mr.  Martineau,  who  gives  a  series  of 
very  exhaustive  tables  of  statistics 
in  connection  with  sugar  manufac- 
ture, has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  speaking  generally,  the  production 
of  beet  sugar  in  Europe  costs  consider- 
.. My  more  than  £10  per  ton.  and  of  cane 
e  ,ns*derably  less  than  £9  per  ton, 
a:ul  it  should  be  remembered  that 
been  enormously  sub- 
protection,  ingeniously 
to  diminish  the  cost  of 
le  cane  sugar  has  been 


beet  sugar  has 
sidised  by  State 
employed  so  as 
production,  whilt 

subjected  to  the  benumbing  influence  of 
a  system   which   has   repelled  capital, 

Mr.  W.  H.  Holland. 


because  no  capitalist  will  invest  money  in 
the  production  of  cane  sugar  when 
bounties  may  crush  the  industry  out 
altogether.  Speaking  generally,  there- 
fore, if  a  Free  Trade  and  natural  policy 
prevailed,  tropical  countries  would 
send  to  Europe  their  supplies  of  sugar 
and  receive  in  return  manufactured 
articles  which  Europe  is  much  better  able 
to  supply.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  general  supporters  of  Free  Trade 
would  say  of  sugar,  as  Cobden  said  of 
corn  : 

u  We  do  not  seek  Free  Trade  for  sugar 
primarily  because  we  wish  to  obtain  it  at  a 
cheaper 'money  value,  but  because  we  require 
it  at  the  natural  price  of  the  world's  markets." 

This,  then,  is  the  general  aspect  of  the 
question  from  the  genuine  Free  Trade 
point  of  view.  But  several  countries  of 
Europe,  notably  France  and  Germany, 
have  entered  upon  a  gigantic  system  of 
protection,  fostering  sugar  by  enormous 
subsidies  at  the  expense  of  their  other 
industries  :  taking  large  tracts  of  culti- 
vated land  in  Europe  which  might  be 
much  better  applied  to  other  purposes, 
and  rendering  desolate  and  uncultivated 
vast  tracts  in  the  tropics  which  are  much 
better  fitted  for  its  production.  But  it 
may  be  asked  what  advantage  has  the 
British  Empire  derived  from  this 
protection,  maintained  at  so  much  cost 
and  sacrifice  by  Continental  countries. 
The  only  advantage  that  can  certainly  be 
asserted  is  that  we  have  got  cheaper  sugar. 
The  assertion  that  the  jam  and  confec- 
tionery trades  have  been  created  by  it  is 
a  gross  exaggeration.  The  disadvantages 
not  at  first  apparent  more  than  counter- 
balances any  advantage  that  may  be 
obtained.  It  has  supplanted  a  great  deal 
of  our  more  nutritious  products,  and  it  has 
almost  destroyed  the  sugar  industry  of  the 
West  Indies  ;  the  sugar  refining  industry 
and  manufacture  of  sugjir  refining  ma- 
chinery in  this  country.  L  pon  a  large  body 
of  working  men  throughout  the  country — 
in  London,  Liverpool,  and  Bristol,  and 
particularly  in  Greenock,  the  chief  centre 
of  the  sugar  refining  industry — it  has 
acted  with  a  peculiarly  baneful  effect. 
No  other  country  in  the  world  would  have 
stood  quietly  by  and  seen  its  flourishing 
colonies  and  successful  industries  crushed 
out  by  an  iniquitous  system  of  protection 
when  it  had  the  means  ready  at  hand  to 
prevent  it.  The  same  process  has  begun 
in  India,  and  the  very  same  arguments 
and  assertions  are  being  applied  to  India 
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as  were  appliod  in  connection  with  the 
West  Indies  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
until  they  were  proved  to  be  utterly 
fallacious  and  misleading  by  the  inexorable 
logic  of  disastrous  experience.  Now,  let  us 
examine  the  case  of  India  in  the  light 
of  this  experience.  The  sugar  industry 
of  India  is  one  of  its  most  prominent 
and  profitable  industries.  It  covers  three 
million  acres,  and  in  the  language  of  the 
natives  is  to  other  tillage  as  the 
elephant  is  to  other  beasts.  It  em- 
ploys two  millions  of  inhabitants,  and 
its  annual  produce  is  worth  £20,000,000. 
This  industry  has  been  subjected  to  the 
baneful  competition  of  protected  sugar. 
In  the  year  1892-3  the  importation  of  beet 
sugar  amounted  to  about  285,000  cwts., 
and  for  the  nine  months  ending  Deeember, 
1897,  it  had  increased  to  about  1,041,000 
cwts.,  about  four  times  that  amount.  And 
supposing  the  production  of  sugar  in  the 
East  Indies  were  rendered  as  difficult  as 
it  has  been  in  the  West  Indies,  a  very 
important  industry  would  be  crushed  out 
of  the  country  altogether.  But  the 
Government  of  India  has  wisely  deter- 
mined not  to  look  quietly  on,  like  the 
mother  country,  but  has  restored  the  bal- 
ance to  Free  Trade  by  the  simple  ex- 
pedient of  imposing  countervailing  duties, 
In  this  country  there  are  two  classes  who 
oppose  countervailing  duties  The  first 
class  recognise  the  justice  of  countervail- 
ing duties,  but  they  fear  they  will  not  stop 
until  they  end  in  a  system  of  Protection 
altogether.  But  they  may  be  assured 
that  the  principles  of  Free  Trade  are  so 
thoroughly  understood  in  this  country 
that  countervailing  duties  will  not 
be  pressed  further  than  is  necessary  to 
Testore  an  absolutely  just  balance.  The 
other  class  believe  that  bounties  benefit 
this  country,  and  that  it  does  not  matter 
for  anything  else.  Their  sentiment  is, 
"  Perish  the  Indies,  East  and  West,  as 
long  as  we  have  cheaper  sugar  atid  more 
abundant  confections.'  But  the  policy  of 
countervailing  duties  is  steadily  commend- 
ing itself  to  the  common  sense  of  this  coun- 
try. Ten  years  ago  people  would  have  been 
considered  rank  Protectionists  who  men- 
tioned countervailing  duties.  Now,  I  am 
pleased  to  think,  not  only  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Glasgow,  but  those  of  Lon- 
don, Liverpool,  and  other  towns  have 
stated  clearly  and  distinctly  that  they 
are  in  favour  of  countervailing  duties,  in 
order  to  give  this  country  a  fair  field  and 
no  favour.    As  a  member  of  the  Glasgow 


Chamber  of  Commerce,  I  am  very  glad 
to  notice  the  growth  of  public  opinion  on 
this  siibject.  Ten  years  ago  a  man  who 
hinted  at  countervailing  duties  would 
have  been  considered  a  rank  Protec- 
tionist. Now  the  general  feeling  of  the 
community  is  in  favour  of  these  duties. 
I  may  state  that  countervailing  duties 
have  been  very  successfully  imposed  in 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Australia, 
and  with  the  further  result  that  the 
Mauritius  has  been  able  to  send  to  them 
the  half  of  the  production  of  100,000  tons, 
the  other  half  going  to  India,  and 
that  under  this  system  of  Free  Trade 
these  countries  have  been  able  to  hold 
their  own  very  successfully.  They  have 
not  only  supplied  their  own  communi- 
ties, but  have  been  able  to  export  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  sugar  to 
other  countries.  The  Mauritius  has  also 
been  in  the  same  position.  India 
has  been  very  fortunate  in  having 
at  its  seat  of  Government  statesmen  who 
have  had  the  courage  of  their  opinions. 
I  congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  on  having 
encouraged  the  Indian  Government  to 
take  this  step.  He  has  wisely  resolved 
that  the  interests  of  India  shall  not  be 
sacrificed,  as  the  interests  of  a  large 
section  of  the  trade  of  this  country 
have  been,  by  an  inquitous  system  of 
Protection.  This  step,  which  marks 
a  new  departure  in  the  commercial 
policy  of  the  British  Empire,  will  enable 
India  to  retain  a  splendid  industry 
within  her  domains.  In  approving  of  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  taking  this 
very  drastic  step,  I  venture  to  hope  that 
we  shall  give  our  approval  a  wider 
significance  than  that  which  attaches  to 
India  merely. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeion) :  I  am  glad  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  part  in  this  Debate, 
because  I  entirely  agree  with  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  this  matter,  and  I 
should  not  like  to  give  a  vote  against 
a  five-line  whip  issued  by  my  own  front 
bench  without  showing  that  I  had  reasons 
for  so  doing.  I  have  listened  attentively 
to  all  the  speeches  which  have  been  made, 
and  especially  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton. What  has  struck  me  most  in 
the  course  of  the  debate  has  been  the 
absence  of  any  reference  to  the  ancient 
history  of  the  question.    Twenty  years 
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ago  I  supported  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  present  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  moving  for  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  of  our  sugar 
industries  and  the  best  means  of  remedy- 
ing their  depression,  and  one  of  my  argu- 
ments then  was  that  for  years  one  Govern- 
ment after  another  had  been  denouncing 
these  bounties  and  had  been  taking  every 
step  in  their  power  but  the  right  one  to  get 
rid  of  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  has 
twitted  the  members  of  the  Indian  Council 
with  being  no  longer  the  disciples  of 
various  statesmen,  and  amongst  others  he 
mentioned  Sir  Stafford  Northcote.  It 
struck  me,  however,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  Debate  on  the  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  had  expressed  himself  in  a  very 
different  manner.  I  have  the  report  of 
the  Debate,  and  I  find  two  expressions  of 
Sir  Stafford  Northcote's  opinion.  One 
was  a  quotation  made  by  the  present 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  from  a 
speech  by  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  in  reply 
to  a  deputation  on  the  subject  of  the 
sugar  bounties.    This  is  what  he  said  : 

"  He  knew  it  had  been  said— sometimes  he 
had  seen  it  put  strongly  in  the  journals — that 
if  foreign  countries  chose  to  pay  bounties,  or 
anything  in  the  nature  of  bounties,  on  the 
sugar  which  they  exported,  and  thereby  sup- 
plied us  with  an  article  cheaper  than  it  would 
otherwise  be,  we  as  a  nation  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  take  advantage  of  their  folly,  and 
that  we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  as  to  the 
effect  it  had  on  this  or  that  particular  trade. 
He  wished  to  say  that  he  entirely  dissented 
from  that  view.  He  did  not  think  that  we 
ought  to  comfort  ourselves  with  arguments 
such  as  those.  In  general,  he  agreed  in  prin- 
ciple with  what  had  been  said  by  so  many 
there  present.  He  agreed  with  what  had  been 
so  well  said  by  Mr.  Sampson  Lloyd,  that  we 
ought  not  by  any  legislative  enactment  to 
interfere  to  prevent  other  countries  making 
use  of  their  natural  advantages  to  supply  us 
with  the  products  which  they  could  supply 
more  advantageously  than  we  could.  But 
that  principle  did  not  apply  to  a  case  in  which 
by  legislative  action  on  the  part  of  a  foreign 
Government,  by  any  artificial  action  on  their 
part,  they  could  supply  us  with  an  article 
which,  if  things  were  left  to  their  natural 
courses,  we  could  supply  as  cheaply,  or  more 
cheaply,  ourselves." 

That  was  the  teaching  of  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote.  Again  Sir  Stafford  Northcote 
in  the  course  of  that  Debate,  answering 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  the  present 
Member  for  Bodmin,  said  : 

"The  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  (Mr 
Courtney)  laid  down  the  doctrine  that  we  had 

Sir  Charles  Cameron. 


nothing  to  do  with  questions  of  that  kind,  and 
that  the  only  principle  which  we  were  to  go 
on  was  that  we  should  buy  in  the  cheapest 
market  and  sell  in  the  dearest.  If  that  is  so, 
what  are  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeaid  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  London  to  say  of  the  conduct 
which  the  latter  and  his  colleagues  have  been 
pursuing  for  so  many  years — namely,  trying  to 
prevent'  the  country  from  buying  in  the 
cheapest  market  by  endeavouring  to  induce 
the  French  and  other  Governments  to  put  an 
end  to  a  system  of  bounties  which  was  appa- 
rently productive  of  advantage  to  this 
country  ?  " 

I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House  with 
quotations  from  Adam  Smith  and 
Kicardo ;  I  will  confine  myself  to  one  or 
two  of  the  authorities  quoted  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton. Cobden  was  mentioned,  but 
here  is  Cobden's  teaching  on  the  sub- 
ject : 

"  We  do  not  seek  Free  Trade  in  corn  primarily 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  it  at  a  cheaper 
money  rate ;  we  require  it  at  the  natural  price 
of  the  world's  market;  whether  it  becomes 
dearer  with  Free  Trade,  or  whether  it  becomes 
cheaper  it  matters  not  to  us,  provided  the 
people  of  this  country  have  it  at  its  natural 
price,  and  every  source  of  supply  is  freely  open 
as  Nature  and  Nature's  God  intended  it  to  be; 
then,  and  then  only,  shall  we  be  satisfied." 

Mr.  Gladstone  also  was  most  emphatic  on 
the  subject,  and  I  adhere  to  the  teaching 
of  Mr.  Gladstone.  What  did  Mr.  Glad- 
stone say  in  1866  when  he  was  speaking 
of  the  Sugar  Convention  of  1864  for  the 
Abolition  of  Bounties  1    He  said  : 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  not  but 
perceive  that  that  would  be  a  beneficial 
arrangement,  beneficial  alike  to  importers, 
refiners,  and  consumers." 

Returning  to  the  matter  in  1879,  he 
wrote  a  letter  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  find  in  the  report  of  the 
Select  Committee.     It  runs  as  follows : 

"If,  as  I  understand,  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  continue  unaltered  I  think  that  both 
the  trader  and  the  workman  engaged  in  the 
business  of  refining  sugar  have  great  reason  to 
complain  My  desire  is  that  the  British  con- 
sumer should  nave  both  sugar  and  every  other 
commodity  at  the  lowest  possible  price  at 
which  it  can  be  procured  without  arbitrary 
favour  to  any  of  those  engaged  in  the  competi- 
tion ;  but  I  cannot  regard  with  favour  any 
cheapness  which  is  produced  by  means  of  the 
concealed  subsidies  of  a  foreign  State  to  a 
particular  industry,  and  which  nas  the  effect 
of  crippling  and  distressing  capitalists  and 
workmen  engaged  in  a  lawful  branch  of 
British  trade*Djgil|zed  by  GoOgle 
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And  again : 

"  If  they  were  bound  to  observe  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity  towards  foreign  countries,  they 
were  bound  to  observe  the  principles  of  eq  nil  y 
towards  their  own  subjects  ....  and  not 
to  suffer  them  to  be  crushed  by  the  competition 
of  those  who  were  sustained  by  the  long  purse 
of  a  foreign  Government." 

These  are  the  teachings  of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
and  they  entirely  endorse  the  step  which 
is  now  being  taken.  I  give  the  present 
Government  great  credit  for  having  at 
last  taken  one  effective  step  in  this  matter 
in  one  important  part  of  the  Empire.  I 
intend  to  support  them,  because  I  think 
that  this  new  bounty  is  giving  practical 
effect  to  what  has  for  forty  years  been 
the  theoretical  policy  of  successive  Govern- 
ments. Well,  Sir,  when  the  Select  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  it  expressly  denied 
that  countervailing  duties  were  any  in- 
fraction of  Free  Trade.  To  quote  the 
exact  words  of  the  Report,  it  was  not 
"in  any  sense  of  the  term  Protection." 
If  we  asked  for  Protection,  we  should 
ask  that  the  duty  should  be  imposed 
against  all  imported  sugar,  whether  in 
bounty-fed  States  or  not.  If  we  asked  for 
reciprocity,  we  should  ask  that  a  duty 
should  be  imposed  on  the  sugar  of  any 
State  that  imposed  a  duty  on  us. 
But  we  do  not  ask  for  anything 
of  the  sort.  We  say  it  is  a  capital 
thing  to  give  bounties  and  to  give  as 
many  bounties  as  you  like;  but  we  ask 
Government  to  intercept  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State,  and  prevent  them 
being  utilised  for  the  purpose  of  crushing 
any  particular  industry.  That,  I  think, 
is  a  legitimate  step  to  take.  The  Select 
Committee  would  have  recommended 
countervailing  duties  had  it  not  been 
that  evidence  had  been  given  by  Mr. 
Kennedy  that  the  imposition  of 
countervailing  duties  would  interfere 
with  the  most  favoured  nation  clause  in 
some  of  our  treaties.  Well,  Sir,  I  don't 
believe  it  would.  I  have  6een  a  most 
elaborate  opinion  of  Mr.  Sheldon  Amos,  a 
most  eminent  lawyer,  pointing  out  that 
the  exact  contrary  would  be  the  effect. 
But  the  fact  is,  that  the  system  of 
countervailing  duties  is  already  a 
characteristic  of  our  fiscal  arrange- 
ments. The  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  mentioned  the  case  of  spirits,  and 
read  an  article  from  the  French  Treaty 
which  showed  that  they  had  been  ex- 
pressly imposed  as  a  countervailing  duty. 
But,  Sir,  that  is  not  a  solitary  instance.  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  report  of  the  Commis- 


sion on  Customs,  and  if  any  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  take  the  trouble  to  look  on 
pages  18  and  23  of  that  document  he  will 
be  able  to  confirm  what  I  say.  Not  only 
have  you  countervailing  duties  levied  in 
the  case  of  spirits,  but  also  in  the  case  of 
home  manufactured  tobacco  as  against 
foreign  manufactured  tobacco ;  in  the 
case  of  cigars  manufactured  in  this  country 
as  against  foreign  manufactured  cigars, 
and  in  the  case  of  chicory  as  against  im- 
ported chicory.  But  it  may  bo  said  that 
all  these  are  articles  that  bring  in  con- 
siderable sums  to  the  Revenue.  I  want  to 
show  that  these  countervailing  duties  are 
imposed  absolutely  irrespective  of  any 
considerations  of  revenue.  Let  us  take 
the  case  of  chloroform.  Chloroform  and 
ether  are  anaesthetics  which  relieve  an 
enormous  amount  of  human  suffering.  If 
in  anything  it  was  desirable  to  have  free 
trade  surely  it  is  desirable  that  you  should 
have  it  in  the  case  of  chloroform,  so  that 
it  may  be  supplied  at  the  cheapest 
possible  price  for  use  in  your  hos- 
pitals and  other  institutions.  t  But 
chloroform  and  ether  require  alcohol  in 
their  preparation,  and  these  are  articles 
which  are  enormously  taxed.  In  the 
Cape,  for  instance,  there  is  no  tax  on 
alcohol,  and  if  you  allowed  free  trade  in 
these  articles  you  would  have  chloroform 
and  ether  sent  to  this  country  in  such  a 
way  as  to  cut  out  altogether  home  manu- 
facture. You  clap  on  3s.  Id.  per  lb.  on 
chloroform,  and  you  clap  on  £1  6s.  2d. 
per  gallon  on  sulphuric  ether.  Do  you 
know  what  is  got  out  of  this  surtax  ? 
3s.  Id.  per  lb.  levied  on  imported  chloro- 
form brings  in  a  gress  revenue  of  £12  a 
year,  and  sulphuric  ether  at  £1  6s.  2d. 
per  gallon  brings  in  a  gross  revenue  of 
£7.  Collodion  is  another  article  in  the 
same  position.  You  tax  it  to  the  extent 
of  £1  Os.  5d.  per  gallon.  That  brings  in 
£12  a  year.  Iodide  of  ethyl  is  taxed  at  the 
rate  of  13s.  7d.  per  gallon,  and  does  not 
bring  in  a  halfpenny  to  the  Revenue ;  the 
duty,  in  fact,  is  absolutely  prohibitive. 
Take  an  article  in  general  use,  namely, 
soap.  Surely  there  can  be  no  particular 
reason  for  taxing  soap.  Cleanliness  is 
next  to  godliness,  and  it  is  most  desirable 
that  people  in  this  country  should  have 
free  choice  of  any  soap  that  suits  their 
taste  or  skin.  Well,  Sir,  we  levy  a  tax 
on  transparent  soap,  in  the  manufacture 
of  which  spirit  is  used,  of  3d.  per  lb. 
With  what  result ;  That  we  get  a  gross 
revenue    of    £114.    In  confectionery 
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in  the  manufacture  of  which  spirit  has 
been  used  we  levy  a  countervailing  duty 
of  £d.  per  lb. ;  this  brings  in  £488  a  year. 
On  confectionery  containing  not  more 
than  50  per  cent,  of  chocolate  the  amount 
brought  into  the  Revenue  is  £59  a  year. 
We   levy  another   countervailing  duty 

Xn  sweets  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
colate  and  spirit  have  been  used, 
which  brings  in  £153  a  year.  Now,  Sir, 
I  have  given  a  list  of  items  which  you 
will  find  in  the  Report  of  the  Customs 
Commission,  which  abundantly  proves 
that  these  countervailing  duties  are 
-already  part  of  our  fiscal  system  and  are 
levied  by  us  altogether  independently  of 
revenue  considerations.  This  country 
has  been  too  long  shilly-shallying  in  the 
matter,  and  "  letting  I  dare  not  wait 
upon  I  would."  At  last  the  Government 
has  taken  a  practical  step.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  one  of  the  original 
apostles  of  the  movement,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  is  a  convert  to  it  now ; 
with  such  an  array  of  anti-bounty 
men  in  the  Government  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  they  have  at  last  put 
their  hands  to  the  plough  in  the  case  of 
India,  and  I  trust  that  the  example  they 
have  set  with  regard  to  that  country  will 
be  followed  by  the  adoption  of  something 
like  a  definite  policy  in  our  own  country 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  a  mischief 
which  statesmen  for  the  last  40  years 
have  deplored  and  protested  against. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
At  tbis  time  of  night  it  is  necessary  to 
speak  within  rather  strict  limits,  and  I 
will,  therefore,  be  as  brief  as  possible.  I 
have  heard  with  a  great  deal  of  admira- 
tion the  very  able  speech  of  my  noble 
friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 
It  had  the  merit,  if  I  may  say  so,  of  being 
a  resolute  attempt  to  grapple  with  all  the 
elements  of  the  problem.  It  was  a  good, 
thorough  argument,  addressed  to  the 
action  which  the  Government  have  taken, 
and  if  any  good  argument  can  prove  the 
excellence  of  their  conduct  in  instigating 
and  supporting  what  has  been  done  at 
Calcutta,  my  noble  friends  speech  ought 
to  do  it.  Ho  began  by  laying  down  the 
principle  that  bounties  and  protective 
duties  are  alike  hostile  to  Free  Trade. 
That  they  are  both  hostile  to  Free  Trade 
I  at  once  admit,  but  if  the  word  "  alike  " 
means  that  they  are  hostile  to  Free  Trade 

Sir  Cluirles  Cameron. 


in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same 
effect,  I  differ  from  my  noble  friend,  and 
I  will  venture  to  say  that  it  is  from  want 
of  appreciation  of  the  fundamental  dis- 
tinction between  the  operation  of  bounties 
and  protective  duties  that  my  noble 
friend  has  failed  in  establishing  the  con- 
clusion he  submitted.    Both  bounties  and 
protective  duties  do  interfere  with  the 
natural    course   of    trade ;   both  are 
hostile  to  the  principle  of  Free  Trade, 
but  they  operate  in  a  very  distinct  and 
different  way.    A  bounty  is  something 
which  the  Government  cr  nation  paying 
it  imposes  upon  itself,  but  other  countries 
dealing  with  that  nation  in  the  com- 
modity in  respect  of  which  the  bounty  is 
given  are  primarily  benefited  by  it.  A 
protective  duty,  on  the  other  hand,  fails 
entirely  to  benefit  the  country  which 
imposes  it  or  the  country  hit  by  it.  It 
punishes  both,   whereas    a  bounty  is 
a  punishment  on   the  country  which 
imposes  it  and  a  benefit  to  all  other 
countries.    A  good  deal  has  been  said  to- 
night about  our  past  experience.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bridgeton 
(Sir  C.    Cameron)    congratulated  the 
Government  on  having  taken  an  action 
which,  if  it  had  been  taken  earlier  in 
a  similar  and  analogous  manner,  would 
have  relieved  us  of  much  from  which  we 
have  suffered.     The  hon.  Member  for 
Dumbarton  proceeded  in  the  same  way 
to  refer  to  the  action  of  the  past  as  having 
imposed  losses  upon  this  country.  There 
are  many  reasons  why  we  have  attempted 
to  get  nations  to  do  away  with  bounties ; 
but  the  action  in  the  past,  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dumbarton  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bridgeton  referred,  so 
far  from  being  a  burden  to  this  country, 
has  been,  in  fact,  primarily  and  princi- 
pally a  benefit  to  it.    Anyone  who  fails 
to  understand  that  this  country  has  been 
benefited  by  the  reception  of  cheap  sugar 
altogether  fails  to  understand  the  theory 
of  Free  Trade.     My  hon.  and  gallant 
friend    the   Member    for   Sheffield  is 
strongly  opposed  to  Free  Trade  in  every 
fashion. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  Our 
present  Free  Trade. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  He  is  consistent 
enough  in  rejoicing  over  this  attack  on 
bounties  as  an  attack  on  the  benefits  we 
have  enjoyed  in  the  past.  The  bringing 
into  a  country  of  a  commodity  at  a 
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cheaper  rate  necessarily  displaces,  as 
every  improvement  in  production  must 
displace,  some  previous  producer,  and 
those  who  fail  to  understand  that  have 
never  really  grasped  what  Free  Trade 
means.    The  whole  progress  of  improve- 
ment implies  a  loss  imposed  upon  someone 
who  up  to  that  point  has  been  engaged 
in  the  production  of  the  commodity  in 
respectof  which  theimprovementiseffected. 
But  because  we  as  a  country  have  benefited 
by  the  introduction    of    cheap  sugar 
through  other  countries  giving  bounties 
in  regard  thereto,  it  does  not  at  all  follow 
that  we  should  go  and  approve  of  bounties 
everywhere,  and  try  to  bolster  up  and 
maintain  them.    If  we  get  sugar  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  someone  who  has  hitherto 
supplied  it  must  be  hurt.     It  is  a 
necessary  consequence  of  every  move- 
ment in  favour  of  Free  Trade,  and  those 
who  object  to  cheap  sugar  ought  and 
must  object  to  cheap  corn.    My  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  says,  quite  rightly  from  his 
point  of  view,  that  cheap  corn  interferes 
with    the    agriculturists,    cheap  flour 
interferes  with  the  miller,  cheap  bread 
interferes  with  the  baker — they  are  all 
interfered  with,  and  therefore  the  nation 
suffers.    Sir.  the  nation  would  be  bene- 
fitted  if   twopenny    loaves    could  be 
showered  down  from  heaven.    My  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  would  then  look  up  to 
the  skies  and  say :  "  This  is  an  inter- 
ference to  trade.     Really  you  are  de- 
stroying the  trade  of  the  agriculturists, 
and   interfering  with    the  miller  and 
the  baker.    The  whole  process  of  trade 
is  interfered  with  because  the  bread  comes 
with  the  free  bounty  of  heaven,  and 
therefore  it  is  wrong."   The  process  in 
itself,  the  process  of  cheapening  a  com- 
modity  through   bounties,   is  only  a 
minor  illustration  of  the  great  process  of 
cheapening  every  commodity  which  we 
can  get  cheapened  through  the  free  course 
of  trade.     This  is  true  of  our  own 
country ;  it  is  true  also  of  India.    If  it 
is  true  that  we  should   bo  benefited, 
even  though  farmers  and  agriculturists 
and  landowners  may  pay  the  penalty  as 
they  do,  so  also  will  it  be  true  of  India, 
that  if  the  Indian  population  receive  a 
commodity  which  they  want,  they  will  be 
benefited  by  the  introduction  of  the 
commodity  at  a  cheaper  rate.    It  may  be 
said  that  we  have  to  regard  other  things 
than  India.    But  even  if  we  take  in  the 
case  of  Mauritius,   which  I  think  wa 
ought  not  to  do  in  consider      '„.;e  iLi-.c^r 


of  India  alone — if  we  could  bring  Mauri- 
tius and  lay  it  alongside  of  India,  making 
it  a  part  or  province  of  India,  under  the 
same  government,  the  fact  that  the  sugar 
trade  of  Mauritius  would  be  injured  by 
the  introduction  of  sugar  at  a  cheaper 
rate  would  not  be  an  argument  in  favour 
of  the  Government's  policy.  I  have 
allowed  that  bounties  are  an  interference 
with  Free  Trade,  and  I  am  quite  willing 
to  allow,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, that  we  cannot  regard  bounties 
with  favour.  We  look  upon  them  with 
disfavour — not  in  a  national  interest,  but 
in  a  cosmopolitan  interest.  If  you  are  a 
lover  of  the  world  at  large,  you  see  that 
bounties  do  interfere  with  the  free  course 
of  trade ;  that  they  are  a  penalty  paid  by 
another  nation  foryour  benefit,  which  must 
injure  that  other  nation,  and  which  in  a 
minor  and  secondary  degree  injures  you. 
In  a  cosmopolitan  interest  you  would 
desire  to  do  away  with  bounties;  in  an 
altruistic  spirit  for  the  benefit  of  other 
nations,  we  should  get  them  to  do  all  we 
could  to  remove  bounties. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  Hear, 
hear! 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  But  not  in  the 
spirit  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend,  who 
I  am  afraid  really  does  not  understand 
the  very  elements  of  the  problem. 
If  we  get  this  pernicious  system  of 
bounties  removed  we  do  it  at  a  cost  to 
ourselves.  We  make  some  little  sacrifice 
in  the  attempt  to  get  other  countries  to 
follow  a  Free  Trade  policy  in  this  matter, 
and  as  a  practical  question  we  are  bound 
to  consider  that  circumstance  with  any 
action  we  may  take.  Get  bounties 
removed  if  you  can.  But  how  ?  In 
what  measure  1  By  what  means  ? 
These  are  practical  questions,  which  must 
be  considered  before  taking  practical 
action.  In  order  to  consider  every  one 
of  them  successfully  we  must  bear  in 
mind  the  primary  fact  that,  as  far  as  we 
are  concerned,  a  nation  not  giving 
bounties,  we  are  benefited  and  not 
injured  by  them.  Now,  in  attempting  to 
get  rid  of  bounties  what  things  are  to  be 
considered  ?  It  is  admitted  that  im- 
posing these  retaliatory  duties  is  a  grave 
matter,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  done 
unless  there  is  some  considerable  inter- 
ruption of  Free  Trade  on  the  part  of 
other  :ople,  requiring  rn  refcic*  which 
u  voluntary  self-s>;:  izzi  .g        n  in- 
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volving  some  lose,  on  our  part.  We 
ought  also,  before  resorting  to  a  method 
of  removing  the  evil,  to  be  sure  that  we 
should  not  produce  a  greater  evil.  If 
authority  goes  for  anything,  the  authority 
of  our  greatest  predecessors  is  against 
making  the  attempt  by  duties  on  our  part 
to  counteract  the  advantages  which  we 
may  receive  from  the  unwisdom,  or  even 
the  tyranny,  of  other  people.  Our  great 
predecessors  have  refused,  practically,  to 
put  on  these  duties  to  defeat  bounties. 
They  have  done  more.    In  a  case  which 
appears  to  me  to  appeal  to  our  moral 
sense  in  a  far  higher  degree  than  these 
bounties  do,  our  great  predecessors  in 
fiscal  legislation  absolutely  refused  to 
make  any  discrimination  in  our  duties 
which  were  urged  as  being  likely  to 
operate  in  the  cure  of  a  great  national 
wrong.    I  am  referring  to  the  question  of 
slave  labour.    If  ever  there  was  a  reason 
for  appealing  to  the  conscience  of  the 
nation  that  reason  would  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  we  were  receiving  sugar  from 
countries  produced  under  conditions  of 
slave  labour,  which  caused  it  to  be  cheaper 
than  it  would  have  been  had  it  been  pro- 
duced by  free  labour,  and  that  wo  ought, 
by  imposing  adifferential  duty,  to  negative 
the  advantage  which  slave-owning  coun- 
tries enjoyed  from  the  existence  of  slavery. 
But  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Lord  John  Russell, 
Mr.  Cobden,  and   Mr.  Bright — not  in- 
ferior in  morality  to  any  of  us — strenu- 
ously   refused    to    make     any  such 
discrimination ;  and  it  appears  now  that 
practically  they  were  right,  because  slave- 
labour  is  not  cheaper  than  free  labour, 
and  this  discrimination  would  not  have 
corresponded  to  a  real  difference  in  the 
cost  to  the  country.    If  these  statesmen 
refused  to  do  it  in  that  case,  they  certainly 
would  refuse  to  do  it  in  order  to  counter- 
act a  bounty  which  is  put  on  by  the 
free   action    of   other  countries.  In 
fact    we    know    that   they   did  de- 
liberately   refuse   to   put   on  these 
retaliatory  duties.    The  main  principle 
which  is  suggested  by  the  analogy  to 
which  I  have  referred  is  that  you  really 
cannot    measure  the    practical  effect 
on  the  price  of  a  commodity  of  a  bounty 
put  on  by  another  country.    I  know  it 
will  be  said  that  our  sugar  trade  is  domi- 
nated now  by  bounties ;  that  it  is  bounties 
and  bounties  alone  which  cause  the  sup- 
plies to  come  from  certain  countries ;  and 
my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  said  in  his  speech  that  it  is  proved 
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that  cane  sugar  can  compete,  if  the  terms 
are  equal,  with  beet  sugar.    I  venture  to 
say  no — not  meaning  that  it  could  not  so 
compete,  which  I  think  is  an  unproved 
question — but  meaning  that  it  has  not 
been  proved  that  cane  sugar  could  on 
equal  terms   compete  with  beet  sugar. 
Therefore,  in  attempting  to  discriminate 
and  measure  the  compensating  duty  you 
might  altogether  fail  in  securing  the  effect 
you  want.    What  is  the  case.    We  get  a 
good  deal  of  our  sugar  from  Germany 
and  France.    The  bounty  granted  varies 
from  £1  5s.  to  £2  per  ton.    What  was 
the  argument  of  the  West  Indies  Com- 
missioners on  that  point  f    We  have  it  in 
their  report  that  the  difference  was  not 
enough  to  restore  the  sugar  industry  in 
the  greater  part  of  the  West  Indian 
islands,  although  it  would  be  sufficient 
here  and  there ;  in  other  words,  that  cane 
sugar  could  not  compete  with  beet  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  West  Indian  islands, 
even  if  the  bounty  were  nullified,  and  that 
the  attempt  to  make  that  nullification 
would  be  vain,  if  you  thought  thereby 
to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the  West 
Indies.    About  a  week  ago  I  got  another 
illustration,  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  so 
remarkable  that  I  venture  to  repeat  it, 
because  I  think  the  House  will  be  struck 
by  its  cogency.    I  met  a  most  intelligent 
Danish  gentleman,  and  began  to  talk  to 
him  about  the  Danish  West  Indian 
Islands,  and  about   their  circumstances, 
their  social  condition,  their  trade,  and  at 
last  I  said,  "  I  suppose  you  get  a  good 
deal  of  sugar  from  them  ? "    "  Oh,  no,  we 
do  not,"  he  said.    "  We  do  not  get  any 
sugar  at  all  from  them  now ;  we  used  to 
get  sugar  from  them."   Where  do  you  get 
your  sugar  from,"  I  asked.    "  Oh,  we  get 
it  entirely  from  our  own  beet."    "  I  sup- 
pose there  is  some  difference  in  duty  t "  I 
said.    "No,  not  at  all.    The  rate  of  duty 
which  we  pay  on  sugar  in  Denmark  is  the 
sam e  whether  it  comes  from  cane  or  from 
beet."   Beet  sugar  without  any  bounty  in 
Denmark  has  beaten  cane.    That  is  in  a 
very  large  measure  because  with  the  beet 
industry  you  have  much  more  capable, 
industrious,  and  energetic  employers,  men 
working  their  own  estate  on  the  spot,  and 
not  working  through  inferior  labour.  You 
have  the  greatest  ingenuity,  and  you 
have  what  is  more  than  anything  else, 
such  a  development  in  the  application  of 
the  by-products  that  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
duction of  the  sugar  is  very  much 
diminished    So  that  if  you  think  that 
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nullifying  the  bounties  will  fully  re- 
establish trade,  you  will  altogether  fail.  I 
have  said  that  I  myself  would  be  very 
glad  to  see  bounties  abolished,  if  I  could 
purge  the  mental  confusion  of  foreign  legis- 
lators, if  I  could  cure  them  of  what  is  worse 
than  mental  confusion — the  international 
jealousy  which  underlies  all  this  stealing 
of  trade  from  one  another.  But  my  main 
objection  to  this  plan  of  retaliatory  duties 
is  that,  instead  of  curing  the  root  of  the 
evil  you  intensify  it.  You  make  foreign 
legislatures  think  that  what  they  have 
been  doing  is  a  good  thing,  that  you  are 
injured  by  it,  and  therefore  they  must 
gain ;  and  so  they  go  on  in  the  course 
they  have  taken.  After  all,  it  deals  with 
a  very  small  matter  ;  it  deals  with  it  in  a 
way  you  cannot  measure  and  accurately 
compensate,  and  instead  of  curing  foreign 
nations  of  the  evil  system,  you  will  go  on 
making  them  more  inveterate  in  it.  But 
I  must  protest  against  the  suggestion 
which  has  been  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dumbarton,  and  by  my  noble  friend 
the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  agricul- 
tural industry  is  entirely  ruined  by  this 
supposed  interference  with  the  cultivation 
of  sugar.  Out  of  the  whole  230,000,000 
acres,  only  1 J  per  cent,  were  under  sugar. 
What  would  be  the  effect  in  India,  even 
if  the  whole  were  to  go  1  The  Indians 
would  be  better  off,  and  would  cultivate 
some  other  commodity.  Those  who  think 
they  would  not  be  better  off  are  of  the 
opinion  that  we  are  not  better  off  through 
cheap  sugar  and  cheap  corn.  Then  there 
is  the  political  as  well  as  the  economical 
question  to  be  considered.  It  may,  and 
probably  will,  be  said  that  my  speech  on 
the  whole  has  been  that  of  a  complete 
doctrinairo,  but  that  is  always  said  when 
the  arguments  cannot  be  disproved.  I 
have  never  looked  upon  this  question  as 
one  which  could  be  solved  by  considera- 
tions of  Free  Trade  alone.  I  recall 
the  case  of  the  cotton  duties,  not  the 
cotton  duties  which  were  dealt  with  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  opposite  three  or 
four  years  ago,  but  the  agitation  of  some 
twenty  years  ago,  when  my  lamented 
friend  Mr.  Fawcett  and  myself  were  in 
the  House  together,  and  when  Lancashire 
Members  were  making  an  eager  attempt 
to  get  rid  of  the  cotton  duties  in  India. 
We  were  persuaded  like  the  Members  for 
Lancashire  that  the  cotton  duties  were 
bad  for  the  people  of  India ;  but  we  were 
neither  of  us  very  keen  in  the  agitation, 
because  we  felt  that  it  carried  an  ugly 


look  to  the  people  of  India,  that 
apparently  it  would  be  sacrificing  India 
to  Lancashire.  In  the  government  of 
India  you  must  have  respect  to  the  pre- 
judices— or  the  errors,  if  you  like  to  call 
them  so — of  the  people  you  are  governing. 
If  you  are  attempting  to  force  upon  India, 
as  we  were  then,  the  abolition  of  the 
cotton  duties,  in  the  face  of  the  opposition 
of  the  Government  of  India,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  general  opinion  of  India,  you 
are  engaged  in  a  dangerous  enterprise, 
against  which  a  good  deal  may  be  said, 
and  which  ought  to  be  approached  with 
very  great  caution.  But  in  this  case  we 
are  really  not  fighting  for  England.  We 
are  approaching  the  matter  from  the 
point  of  view  of  India  alone.  England 
has  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  it. 
It  is  from  the  point,  of  view  of  India 
alone  that  we  are  urging  the  impropriety 
of  this  interposition  which  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Government.  I  know 
it  may  be  said  that  the  Council  is  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  these  duties.  Yes. 
But  the  same  Council,  minus  the 
Head,  was  unanimously  against  them 
last  year.  They  have  changed  in 
the  meantime  owing  to  superior  infor- 
mation, and  the  fact  that  a  change  had 
been  made  in  the  Governor-General.  I 
will  not  use  the  word  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  applied  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  in  this  connection, 
but  I  think  that  this  question  precipitates 
the  bringing  forward  of  the  grave  question 
which  we  will  have  one  day  to  consider, 
and  which  I  ventured  to  suggest  a  few 
months  ago  would  soon  have  to  be  con- 
sidered, viz.,  the  composition  of  and 
character  of  the  Governing  Council  itself. 
Under  its  present  organisation  you  cannot 
have  those  elements  of  independence 
which  are  most  desirable  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  This  train  of  thought 
was  pressed  upon  me  most  forcibly  quite 
recently  in  reading  the  "Letters  and 
Papers  of  Sir  Robert  Peel."  When  Lord 
Ellenborough  went  out  to  India,  Sir 
Robert  Peel  had  his  doubts  about  the 
wisdom  and  prudence  of  that  great 
Governor  -  General,  and  communicated 
them  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  saying — 

"  I  think  the  Council  had  better  keep  him 
in  order." 

But  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  a  note 
which  I  commend  to  the  House,  said — 

"  Oh,  no,  no  !  The  Council  are  no  use  in  this 
regard.    They  are  gentlemen  who  have  served 
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in  India,  most  of  them,  for  twelve  years  or 
more  ;  they  have  been  trained  in  offices  ;  they 
have  cone  through  an  Indian  career  which 
leads  them  always  to  look  up  to  the  Head  of 
the  Government,  and  you  will  find  that  a 
Governor-General  —  especially  one  who  had 
been  at  the  Board  of  Control  and  made  Indian 
■mattere  his  study— will  have  the  Council  en- 
tirely round  his  nnger." 

We  sent  a  Governor-General  out  there 
who  has  made  Indian  matters  a 
great  study,  and  the  recent  action 
of  the  Council  in  India  loses,  to 
me,  very  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
its  weight  when  I  consider  that  within 
twelve  months  the  same  Council  was  of 
an  entirely  different  opinion.  The  change 
has,  in  fact,  been  brought  about  by  the 
introduction  of  a  new  Governor-General. 
This  is  a  very  grave  question.  If  it 
were  a  case  of  England,  none  of  us  would 
approve  of  countervailing  duties.  If  we 
are  going  to  look  upon  India  as  some- 
thing under  our  charge,  as  England  is, 
we  ought  to  apply  to  India  precisely  the 
same  action  ;  we  ought  to  refuse  there 
what  we  refuse  here.  I  know  it  is  said 
that  this  is  a  grave  matter,  that  it  is  a 
vote  of  censure.  For  my  part,  I  do  not 
very  seriously  regard  these  threats  of 
a  vote  of  censure.  In  the  first  place,  it 
will  not  be  carried — though  that  is  not 
much  to  the  point ;  in  the  second  place, 
if  it  were  carried,  could  anyone  conceive 
the  Government  dissolved  on  this  ques- 
tion and  going  to  the  country  in  favour 
of  keeping  up  and  enhancing  the  price 
of  sugar  in  India— a  principle  which 
would  be  represented,  and  accurately 
represented,  as  leading  to  an  enhance- 
ment of  the  price  of  sugar  at  home  ?  The 
thing  is  absolutely  impossible.  I  have  no 
fear  whatever  of  the  consequences  of 
victory  in  this  matter,  even  if  we  could 
secure  it,  and  I  shall  vote  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  opposite  without  any  fear. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is 
rather  a  curious  fact  that  the  last  two 
speakers,  although  their  conclusions 
have  been  very  different,  have  this 
at  least  in  common — both  of  them 
have  spoken  against  the  views  of 
the  Party  to  which  they  belong. 
The  o:;ly  difference  is  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Glasgow  per- 
forms that  operation  very  infrequently, 
while  with  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Bodmin  it  is  altogether  usual. 

Mr.  Courtney. 


I  think  I  shall  not  shock  my  right  hon. 
friend  if  I  say  that  sometimes  his  speeches 
cause  some  irritation  to  his  friends.  That 
is  not  because  he  differs  from  them,  that 
is  not  because  he  is  a  candid  friend, 
because  I  can  assure  him  he  occupies  that 
position  so  admirably  that  the  Unionist 
Party  is  proud  to  have  so  conspicu- 
ous a  specimen  of  the  genus  in 
their  midst.  But  the  feeling  is 
due  to  a  different  cause — to  that  cause 
which  operated  in  the  case  of  the  New 
Zealand  medicine  man,  as  to  whom  the 
chief  of  his  tribe  said  that  he  gave  them 
so  much  good  advice  that  they  were 
obliged  to  [put  him  away.  Now,  my 
right  hon.  friend,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  spoke  of  his  desire — a  most 
natural  and  creditable  desire  on  his  part 
— to  purge  the  mental  confusion  of 
foreign  legislatures.  That  is  an  exten- 
sion of  his  ordinary  rok;  his  ordinary 
role  is  to  purge  the  mental  confusion  of 
domestic  legislators.  Yet,  as  with  so 
many  other  great  benefactors  of  his 
species,  I  am  afraid  the  people  he  is  sup- 
posed to  benefit  are  not  sufficiently 
grateful.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
contended  to-night  that  a  bounty  differs 
from  a  protective  duty,  that  it  is  not  so 
bad  as  a  protective  duty,  because  a  bounty 
is  a  benefit  to  the  country  receiving  it 
and  an  injury  to  the  country  giving  it. 
I  take  issue  on  both  those  statements. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to 
think  that  a  bounty  given  by  a  foreign 
country  to  introduce  its  products  where 
they  could  not  naturally  go  is  equivalent 
to  a  rather  extreme  hypothesis  he  raised— 
namely  the  possibility  that  Heaven  might 
shower  twopenny  loaves  upon  us.  There 
is  a  difference  between  Heaven  and  foreign 
governments.  The  bounty  of  Heaven  is 
more  free  ;  it  is  less  interested.  If  Heaven 
ever  does  shower  twopenny  loaves  upon 
us  it  will  not  be  because  it  has  gone  into 
the  bakery  trade.  I  think  the  comparison 
is  altogether  unfair.  But  I  take  exception 
to  his  first  statement,  that  a  bounty  is  a 
benefit  to  the  country  receiving  it.  It  is, 
I  think,  a  mental  confusion  on  the  part  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  which  I  desire 
to  purge,  that  a  bounty  is  the  cause  of 
cheap  sugar.  No  doubt  if  the  fact  that 
sugar  at  the  present  time  is  half  the  price 
it  was  so  many  years  ago  were  due  entirely 
to  the  bounty  system,  I  admit  we  should 
have  to  consider  very  carefully  before  we 
did  anything  to  prevent  that  system.  But 
nothing  cf  the  kind  is  ihe  case.   The  low 
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price  of  sugar  is  due,  principally,  to  the 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  production, 
and  the  reduction  in  the  price  of 
sugar  is  not  much,  if  any,  greater 
than  the  average  reduction  of  other 
commodities  and  other  necessaries. 
Therefore  it  is  not  due  to  the  bounty,  and 
when  I  come  a  little  later  to  consider 
more  carefully  the  question  of  cheapness, 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  very 
little  of  the  reduction  in  price,  if  any, 
is  due  to  the  giving  of  a  bounty.  There- 
fore I  deny  that  the  concession  of  a 
bounty  is  an  advantage  to  the  country 
receiving  it.  It  is  a  distinct  disadvantage 
in  this  respect — that  it  artificially  destroys 
trades  and  occupations  which  are  natural 
to  the  country,  and  which,  once  destroyed, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  replace.  But  then 
my  right  hon  friend  goes  on  to  say  that 
it  is  an  injury  to  the  country  giving  it. 
Does  my  right  hon.  friend  suggest  that 
every  other  country  is  a  fool  in  regard  to 
its  own  business  1  I  have  a  sort  of  idea 
that  some  of  these  countries,  at  any  rate, 
know  their  business  as  well  as  we  do,  and 
if  they  have  given  bounties  for  now 
something  like  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
and  if  they  have  continually  increased 
those  bounties,  perhaps  they  have  found 
some  profit  in  doing  it.  I  would  point 
out  to  my  right  hon.  friend,  as  it  appears 
to  have  escaped  his  attention,  some  profits 
which  they  have  eminently  gained  there- 
by. The  production  of  sugar  in  Germany, 
for  instance,  and  in  France,  has  been 
enormously  extended  and  improved 
owing  directly  to  the  bounties.  The 
bounties  were  given  in  accordance  with 
the  production  of  sugar  per  ton  of  beet, 
and  the  result  has  been  that  the  produc- 
tion, which  was  for  many  years  5  or  6 
per  cent.,  has  now  been  raised  to  1 1  or  1 2 
per  cent.  If  that  stood  alone  it  might  be 
held  by  foreign  economists  to  be  some 
justification  for  the  expense  they  had 
been  put  to  in  the  production  of  the 
sugar.  There  is  one  general  remark  I 
would  make  here  of  the  whole  argument 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.  If  bounties  are 
an  advantage  to  the  country,  why  does 
he  want  to  remove  them  1  I  admit  I 
could  not  quite  follow  his  argument.  No 
doubt  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were 
more  fortunate  than  myself,  but  if  I 
understood  him  correctly,  what  he  said 
was  that  if  he  considered  the  matter  in 
the  light  of  the  interests  of  this  country 
he  would  not  wish  to  abolish  bounties, 
but,  as  he  takes  a  wide,  a  general,  a 
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magnificent,  a  cosmopolitan  view  of  the 
situation,  he  wishes  that  bounties  should 
be  removed  for  the  benefit  of  foreign 
countries  to  the  injury  of  his  own.  I 
think  I  have  rightly  understood  my  right 
hon.  friend's  argument. 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  Quite  true. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  A  philan- 
thropy which  takes  in  the  whole  world 
and  leaves  out  of  account  its  own  country 
is  one  to  the  heights  of  which  I  confess  I 
am  quite  incapable  of  attaining.  I  gather 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  are  able  to 
sympathise  with  my  right  hon.  friend. 
Whether  that  may  make  them  more 

Eopular  in  the  country  to  which  they 
elong,  but  whose  interests  they  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole  world — whether  their  universal 
philanthropy  will  really  be  more  accept- 
able than  my  commonplace  patriotism,  I 
must  leave  to  the  House  to  decide.  One 
other  remark  about  the  speech  of  my 
right  hon.  friend.  He  professed  to  be- 
lieve that  the  prevalence  of  beet  over 
cane  was  due  to  a  sort  of  natural  selection 
and  to  the  fact  that  beet  sugar  can  be 
produced  more  cheaply  than  cane  sugar. 
That  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  figures 
of  the  case  which  have  been  submitted  to 
me  by  the  authorities  in  this  matter.  The 
cost  of  cane  sugar  under  the  most  favour- 
able circumstances  is  less  than  the  cost  of 
beet  sugar  also  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances,  and  I  would  submit  to  my 
right  hon.  friend,  who  shakes  his  head — 
perhaps  his  knowledge  of  sugar  produc- 
tion is  greater  than  mine — that  if  it  is 
not  as  I  state  there  is  no  occasion  for  a 
bounty,  for  why  on  earth  should  foreign 
countries  give  a  bounty  in  order  to  force 
their  beet  sugar  into  our  country  and 
other  countries  if,  naturally  and  without 
any  bounty,  beet  sugar  would  be  cheaper 
than  cane  sugar  ?  It  is  evident  that  the 
course  of  this  Debate  has  run  upon  two 
questions — the  question  of  principle  and 
tne  question  of  expediency.  The  question 
of  principle  covers  the  whole  question  of 
bounties.  It  covers  bounties  so  far  as 
they  affect  the  West  Indies,  Queensland, 
and  Mauritius;  it  covers  countervailing 
duties  so  far  as  they  affect  this  country  as 
well  as  the  particular  question  of  India. 
There  is  also  the  question  of  expediency 
— that  is  to  say,  that,  granting  counter- 
vailing duties  may  be  properly  applied  in 
particular  cases,  you  would  then  nave  to 
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consider  the  merits  of  each  particular  case. 
There,  of  course,  a  distinction  might  be 
drawn  between  the  case  of  the  West 
Indies  and  the  case  of  India,  or  of  any  other 
country.  I  trust  this  Debate  will  result  in  a 
clear  issue  and  a  decision,  by  an  undoubted 
and  overwhelming  majority,  which 
will  give  the  opinion  of,  at  all 
events,  this  Parliament  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  principle.  Our  op- 
ponents in  this  Debate,  and  generally, 
claim  that  their  principles,  which  they 
associate  with  the  doctrine  of  Free  Trade, 
absolutely  preclude  the  consideration  of 
countervailing  duties  or  prohibition.  They 
base  the  general  view  of  the  situation  on 
the  authority  of  what  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
calls  the  high  priests  of  the  order,  among 
whom,  much  to  my  surprise,  he  names 
myself.  I  can  assure  him  he  does  me 
too  much  honour.  I  was  never  a  high 
priest  at  all.  It  is  not  my  line.  But  they 
base  this  conclusion  in  the  first  place  on 
the  authority  of  the  high  priests,  and,  in 
the  second  place,  upon  a  theory  which 
they,  as  I  shall  endeavour  to  show,  have 
evolved  themselves,  that  Free  Trade  con- 
sists in  the  doctrine  that  cheapness,  by 
whatever  means  obtained,  .is  the  great 
object  of  our  legislation.  Now,  Sir,  we 
say,  on  the  contrary,  that  countervailing 
duties  are  not  opposed  to  Free  Trade.  We 
absolutely  deny  it,  and  we  allege  that 
bounties  are  the  very  worst  form  of  Pro- 
tection, because  they  protect  the  foreigner, 
not  in  his  own  market,  for  which  there 
might  possibly  be  some  sort  of  justifica- 
tion, at  all  events  in  exceptional  circum- 
stances, but  they  protect  the  foreigner 
in  our  market,  in  which  he  has 
no  claim  whatever  to  protection. 
And,  Sir,  we  say,  secondly,  that  cheap- 
ness is  not,  and  never  was,  in  the  view  of 
the  high  priests  of  Free  Trade,  the 
primary  object  of  Free  Trade,  and,  ac- 
cordingly, our  contention  is  that  we  can 
counteract  bounties  by  countervailing 
duties,  or  secure  their  abolition  by  prohibi- 
tion, without  in  the  slightest  degree  de- 
rogating from  our  character  of  orthodox 
Free  Traders.  In  the  course  of  the  last 
twenty  years  or  so  wo  have  discovered  a 
new  Liberalism,  a  new  Radicalism,  a  new 
trades  unioiusm,  and  now  there  is  a  new 
Free  Trade  doctrine  of  which  the  origi- 
nators of  Free  Trade  were  absolutely 
ignorant,  and  which  I  believe  they  would 
have  repudiated.  The  new  Free  Trader 
has  changed  altogether  his  ideas  as  to 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 


i  what  Free  Trade  consists  of,  and  I  think 
he  has  made  a  mistake,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  new  Free  Traders  are  the 
true  friends  of  Free  Trade.    I  remember 
Lord  Macaulay,  in  a  very  eloquent  speech 
he  made  on  one  occasion,  warned  his 
hearers  not  to  give  the  sanction  of  religion 
to  abuses  which  were   not  religious, 
because,  he  said,  if  you  do,  in  the  fall  of 
the  abuses  the  religion  may  go  also ;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  if  you  connect  in  the 
minds  of    the   people    the  inevitable 
sequence  between  the  abuses  which  have 
followed  the  proclamation  of  Free  Trade 
and  the  original  principles  of  Free  Trade, 
you  will  be  creating  the  only  danger  from 
which  Free  Trade  has  ever  suffered.  It 
is  a  dangerous  thing,  in  my  opinion,  to 
teach  the  people  of  this  country  that  Free 
Trade  is  inseparable  from  gross  injustice 
and  from  unfair  attacks  on  their  employ- 
ment and  occupations.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cardiff,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
evening,  was  daring  Members  of  the 
Government  to  go  to  their  constituents 
and  say  that  in  given  circumstances 
they  would  be  prepared    to  propose 
countervailing  duties  in  this  country.  I 
should  not  be  at  all  afraid  to  go  to  my 
constituents  and  propose  them.    I  think 
there  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  growing 
feeling  in  the  country,  which  to  a  certain 
extent  alarms  me,  that  injustices  hare 
attended  Free  Trade  which  ought  not  to 
have  attended  Free  Trade  and  which  are 
not  due  to  Free  Trade ;  and  the  pressure 
of  those  injustices  has  to  my  mind  pro- 
duced so  great  an  impression  on  the 
working  classes  in  the  manufacturing 
centres  that  I  am  sometimes  alarmed  lest 
they  should  go  a  great  deal  further  than 
I  do,  and  lest  they  should  be  ready,  not 
only  to  remove  the  abuses,  but  to  deny 
the  doctrine  and  principle  of  Free  Trade. 
I  think  that  is  a  real  danger  and  worthy 
of  some  consideration.     I  think  Free 
Trade  is  therefore,  as  I  have  already  said, 
in  danger  from  its  friends.   Free  Trade 
is  a  political  religion,  and  it  has  bad  to 
endure  the  hard  fate  of  all  religions,  that 
it  has  been  corrupted.     Since  it  was 
promulgated  in  its  original  purity  it  has 
suffered  from  the  work  of  annotators  and 
commentators  and  false  prophets,  and  as 
a  result  the  doctrine  of  Free  Trade  has 
become  a  dogma  and  the  religion  a  fetish, 
and  I  think  we  had  better  go  back 
to   the   original  fount  of  inspiration 
and    try,    if   we    can,    to  clear  this 
religion  of  the  corruption  which  has  been 
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imposed  upon  it  and  to  remove  from  it 
all  the  result  of  the  fanaticism  of  certain 
subsequent  professors,  like  my  old  friend 
Lord  Farrer.     It  would  be  absurd  to 
answer  in  a  debate  of  this  kind  without 
alluding  to  Lord  Farrer,  who  may  be  said 
to  be  the  torn  ft  origo  of  it.    Every  argu- 
ment used  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
has  been  taken  from  Lord  Farrer.    He  is 
one  of  the  ablest  of  our  public  servants, 
and,  as  I  have  reason  to  know,  he  has 
done  more  than  any  other  man  to  main- 
tain bounties  and  prevent  their  abolition 
during  the  last  twenty  years.    He  has 
been  mil  of  arguments  and  facts  and  sta- 
tistics, and  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  in 
1881,  the  year  in  which  I  made  certain 
utterances  quoted   by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton,  I 
was  greatly  influenced  by  what  he  said. 
[Laughter.l    I  do  not  understand  why 
that  is  a  subject  of  merriment.    I  am  not 
ashamed,  but  I  am  proud,  of  having  been 
influenced  by  so  able  and  experienced  a 
public  servant,  by  his  statements,  by  his 
knowledge,  by  the  facts  which  he  pro- 
duced ;  and  I  will  go  further  and  say  that 
I  was   led  to  believe  in  the  predic- 
tions he  then  made,  every  one  of  which 
has  been  falsified  by  subsequent  events. 
I  am  still  ready  to  believe  in  his  facts,  I 
am  still  ready  to  believe  in  his  statistics ; 
but  never  again  will  I  believe  in  his  pro- 
phecy.   Lord  Farrer  represents  the  ex- 
treme of  Free  Trade  fanaticism ;  he  is 
the  Torquemada  of  Free  Trade,  and  I 
believe  he  would  go  to  the  stake  himself, 
and   I   am  afraid  he  would  send  my 
friends  and  mo  there  too,  rather  than 
sacrifice  any  of  his  principles.    I  main- 
tain that  there  is  no  justification  what- 
ever in  the  writings  or  speeches  of  any  of 
the  great  Free  Traders  of  the  doctrine 
that  countervailing  duties  are  opposed  to 
the  principles  of  Free  Trade.    That  is  a 
challenge.    Some  quotations  which  I  had 
noted  nave  already  been  made  to  the 
House,  and  I  will  not  repeat  them.  Mr. 
Cobden    gave  two  definitions  of  Free 
Trade.     He  defined  it  as  being  the  aboli- 
tion of  protective  duties.  Countervailing 
duties  are  not  protective.    A  counter- 
vailing duty,  as  its  name  applies,  is  a  duty 
strictly    confined  to  countervailing  the 
advantage  given  by  a  bounty  ;  it  does  not 
go  beyond  that,  and  it  does  not  protect 
the  industry  to  which  it  applies.  Another 
definition  that  Mr.  Cobden  gave  was  that 
Free  Trade  was  to  enable  the  consumers 
in  every  country  to  obtain  what  they 


desire  in  the  cheapest  and  the  best 
market.  [Opposition  cheers.]  Yes,  but 
that  is  not  all.  That  is  where  you 
stop.  But  Mr.  Cobden  added  "At  its 
natural  price,"  and  that  is  what  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  have  forgotten.  They  have 
remembered  the  cheapness,  but  have  for- 
gotten the  natural  price.  Now  the  main 
object  of  the  great  Free  Traders  was  to 
secure  the  natural  course  of  production 
and  of  exchange.  That  was  the  argument 
again  and  again  elaborated  in  all  their 
speeches.  Their  ideal  was  that  each 
country  should  produce  what  it  was 
naturally  best  fitted  to  produce  and  to 
exchange  it  without  artificial  arrange- 
ments. The  great  Free  Traders  de- 
nounced all  artificial  arrangements 
which  turned  their  trade  into  un- 
natural channels.  They  disapproved 
of  Protection  whenever  it  turned  labour 
and  capital  into  operations  which  might 
be  considered  to  be  artificial  and  un- 
natural, and  which  would  be  unremunera- 
tive  under  ordinary  and  natural  con- 
ditions. But  they  advocated  counter- 
vailing duties  in  cases  where  it  was 
necessary  in  order  to  restore  equality. 
Now,  I  am  going  back  to  the  original 
founder  of  Free  Trade — to  Adam  Smith. 
Mr.  Cobden  said  to  Mr.  Bright  that  he 
would  take  Adam  Smith  in  his  hand  and 
would  go  up  and  down  the  country 
preaching,  with  the  "  Wealth  of  Nations  " 
for  his  text-book,  the  doctrines  of  Free 
Trade,  and  so  convert  the  nation.  Adam 
Smith  in  his  "Wealth  of  Nations" 
argued  against  protective  duties  and 
in  favour  of  Free  Trade,  but  he 
said  there  were  certain  cases  in  which 
a  nation  might  impose  duties  to  protect 
their  home  industry.  The  first  case  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  present  discussion. 
The  second  case,  in  which  it  might  be 
advantageous  to  lay  some  burden  on  the 
foreigner  for  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  industry,  is  when  some  tax  is 
imposed  at  home  on  the  produce  of  the 
latter;  in  this  case  it  seems  reasonable 
that  an  equal  tax  should  be  imposed  upon 
the  like  produce  of  the  former.  By  what 
reasoning  does  he  arrive  at  this  sug- 
gestion? Adam  Smith  did  not  con- 
template bounties  as  we  understand 
them,  but  you  will  find  his  reasoning 
applies  equally  to  countervailing  duties. 
He  says : 

"  This  tax  would  not  give  a  monopoly  of  the 
home  market  to  domestic  industry,  nor  would 
it  turn  to  a  particular  employment  a  greater 
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share  of  the  stock  of  labour  of  the  country 
than  would  naturally  go  to  it." 

That  is  true  of  countervaling  duties.  He 
goes  on  to  say : 

"  It  would  only  hinder  any  Dart  of  what 
would  naturally  go  to  it  from  being  turned 
away  by  the  tax  into  a  less  natural 
direction. 

Substitute  "  bounty  "  for  "  tax  "  and  you 
have  the  exact  argument.  That  is 
exactly  the  argument  which  we  have 

Kinted  out  in  the  course  of  this 
i  bate.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the 
spirit  duty  and  other  duties  which  we 
impose  &*  compensatory  to  the  home 
tariff  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Glasgow.  I  do  not  think  it  has 
been  noted — it  is  rather  a  special 
point — that  we  have  actually  put  a 
countervailing  duty  upon  West  Indian 
rum  to  prevent  the  producers  of  the 
West  Indies  from  having  an  advantage 
in  this  market,  at  the  same  time  refusing 
to  West  Indian  producers  to  put  them  on 
an  equality  with  regard  to  their  other 
productions.  Then  again,  take  the  case 
of  the  Indian  cotton  duties.  In  the  case 
of  the  Indian  cotton  duties — the  case  of  a 
protective  duty  put  on  cotton  from  this 
country — the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site avowed  it  to  be  his  intention  and 
desire  to  place  the  cotton  industry  on 
exactly  equal  terms  in  Bombay  and  Man- 
chester, and  he  put  on  an  Excise  duty 
which  was  intended  to  produce  equality. 
Then  equality  is  what  we  are  striving  at ! 
But  if  equality  in  cotton  and  in  rum,  why 
not  in  sugar  1  Remember  that  in  all  these 
cases  the  result  has  been  to  increase  the 
price  to  the  consumer.  If  the  excise  duty 
on  rum  were  taken  away  the  English  con- 
sumer of  rum  would  get  it  5d.  per  gallon 
cheaper,  and  if  the  excise  duty  on  Indian 
cotton  were  taken  off  the  Indian  con- 
sumer would  get  it  5  per  cent,  cheaper. 
Therefore,  according  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bodmin  and 
the  inconsistent  doctrine  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  East  Wolverhampton,  these 
surtaxes  ought  never  to  have  been 
imposed,  because  they  add  to  the 
price  of  the  consumer  and  interfere 
with    the    privileges    of    the  great 

Ci  Cheapness,  which  they  all  adore, 
t  us  consider  this  question  of  cheapness 
a  little  more  olosely.  How  much  does 
the  consumer  gain  by  the  bounties  in 
regard  to  cheapness  1  I  think  he  gains 
very  little.    I  have  been  considering  this 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 


question  lately  in  the  light  of  further 
information,  and  I  think  I  and  others 
have  been  mistaken  in  attributing  a  large 
proportion  of  the  reduction  in  the  price 
of  sugar  to  the  influence  of  the  bounties. 
Now,  let  me  make  it  clear  to  the  House. 
Suppose  that  the  cost  of  cane  sugar  is  £8, 
and  that  the  cost  of  German  beet  sugar 
is  £9.  Suppose  the  German  bounty  is 
30s.  That  enables  the  Germans  to 
undersell  the  cane  sugar.  In  the  first 
place,  £1  of  the  bounty  goes  to  cover 
the  increase  of  cost  of  the  beet  sugar. 
That  leaves  10s.  which  the  German  pro- 
ducer has  in  hand,  and  he  may  give  it  if 
he  likes  to  the  English  consumer.  But 
does  he  give  it  ?  Is  he  such  a  fool  ?  All 
that  is  necessary  for  him  is  to  give  a 
trifle  above  the  cane  price.  If  he  can  sell 
his  sugar  at  £1  19s.  he  would  cut  out  the 
whole  of  the  sugar  which  would  come  in 
at  £8,  and  all  that  he  has  to  give  away 
is  Is.  a  ton.  The  rest  either  goes  to 
meet  the  difference  between  the  natural 
price  between  the  beet  and  the  cane,  or  it 

foes  into  the  pockets  of  the  producer, 
challenge  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Bodmin,  or  anyone  else,  to 
prove  that,  out  of  a  bounty  of  30s.,  more 
than  an  infinitesimal  proportion  ever  goes 
into  the  pockets  of  the  consumer  in  this 
country. 

Mr  COURTNEY  :  But  the  producers 
compete  among  themselves. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  But  the 
competitors  are  not  quite  so  rabid  as  my 
right  hon.  friend  has  suggested ;  they  are 
not  so  foolish.  No  man  in  competition 
cuts  his  price  down  lower  than  is  neces- 
sary. If  they  can  provide  the  quantity 
of  sugar  which  is  required  from  foreign 
producers  by  excluding  cane  sugar,  they 
are  perfectly  satisfied,  and  they  arrange 
among  themselves  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
cut  down  the  price  more  than  is  necessary 
to  fill  their  mills,  and  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  cut  out  the  cane  sugar.  I  wish 
here  to  quote  Lord  Farrer  on  this  ques- 
tion. In  his  last  pamphlet — his  pamph- 
lets follow  each  other  very  quickly — Lord 
Farrer  said  : 

"  How  far  the  abolition  of  sugar  bounties 
would  raise  the  price  of  sugar  to  the  consumer 
appears  to  be  very  doubtful.  My  own  im- 
pression is  tliat  the  effect  of  the  bounties  ha* 
been  much  exaggerated." 

I  think  that  the  effect  of  the  bounties  to 
the  consumer  has  been  much  exaggerated, 
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but  not  so  in  regard  to  the  producer.  In 
spite,  however,  of  his  opinion  that  the 
difference  in  price  is  not  much,  Lord 
Farrer  still  maintains  that  a  certain  in- 
crease of  price  will  result  from  legislation 
in  the  shape  of  countervailing  duties,  and 
on  that  ground  chiefly  he  is  opposed  to  it, 
because  he  says  that  cheapness  of  price  to 
the  consumer  is  the  main  object  to  be 
attained.     I  think  that  hon.  Members 
seem  here  to  confuse  two  things.  They 
divide  the  community  into  two  classes. 
On  one  side  are  the  consumers,  and  on  the 
other  the  producers.     As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  consumers  are  generally  pro- 
ducers, and  the  only  class  of  consumers 
who  are  not  producers — the  only  class, 
therefore,  benefited  by  legislation,  which 
is  directed  solely  in  the  interest  of  con- 
sumers, and  as  against  the  interest  of 
producers — is  that  class  which  "  toil  not, 
neither  do  they  spin."    Is  it  not  a  scan- 
dalous inversion  of  roles  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men  opposite  should  be  directing  the 
whole  of  their  energies  to  securing  special 
benefit  for  that  extremely  limited  class  ? 
Mr.  Cobden  has  been  already  quoted  by 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Glasgow 
in  opposition  to  this  theory  that  cheapness 
is  really  the  object  which  Free  Traders 
should  have  in  view.    I  should  have  liked 
to  quote  Mr.  Gladstone  to  the  same  effect, 
but  I  am  afraid  of  curtailing  unduly  the 
time  which  remains.    On  the  first  ques- 
tion of  principle,  then,  I  say  that  our 
position  is  that  countervailing  duties  are 
matters  of  expediency  to  be  judged  in 
each  case  on  their  merits,  and  that  there 
is  nothing  in  Free  Trade  which  would 
exclude  their  consideration.    Then  I  come 
to  a  very  important  matter.    I  do  not 
like  the  tone  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site with  regard  to  this  Indian  question. 
It  is  entirely  an  Indian  question ;  and  I 
agree  that  it  is  to  be  considered  entirely 
from  the  point  of  view  of  Indian  interests. 
But  that  is  not  the  position  taken  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin 
and  others. 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  Yes,  it  is. 

MB.  J-  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  Sir; 
my  right  hon.  friend  is  now  going  to  vote 
practically  against  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  only  persons  who  can  properly 
represent  India,  and  who  can  deal  with 
the  subject  in  their  representative 
character. 


Mr,  COURTNEY :  That  is  not  the 
point.  My  right  hon.  friend  says  that  I 
do  not  look  at  this  question  from  an  Indian 
point  of  view,  but  1  do. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  Then  my  right 
friend  presumes  to  know  better  what 
is  good  for  India  than  the  only  persons 
who  are  authorised  or  are  in  any  way 
qualified  to  represent  Indian  opinion,  that 
is,  the  Indian  native  Press,  the  English 
Press  of  India,  the  Council  for  India  in 
this  country,  and  the  Legislative  Council 
in  India.  My  fear  is  that  there  is  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  some  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  return  to  that  mercantile 
system  which  was  the  curse  of  our  colonial 
empire.  It  was  that  system  which  lost 
us  the  United  States  of  America  and 
estranged  from  us  many  of  our  most 
promising  colonies.  And  what  was  that 
mercantile  system  t  It  was  that  the 
interests  of  our  colonies  should  be  sub- 
ordinated and  put  on  one  side  in  favour 
of  the  interests  of  British  consumers  and 
producers.  It  is  based  on  the  subordina- 
tion of  colonial  interests  and  colowal 
opinion  to  British  interests  and  British 
opinion ;  and  it  seems  now  that  there  are 
persons  who  hold  that  the  interests  of 
the  East  Indies,  of  the  West  Indies, 
of  Mauritius,  and  of  Queensland  are 
comparatively  of  no  importance;  that 
the  local  opinion  of  these  places  is  to  be 
sneered  at ;  and  that  when  the  planters 
say  they  are  going  to  be  ruined  they  are 
to  be  told  that  they  do  not  know  what 
they  are  talking  about,  and  are  making 
fortunes  as  hard  as  they  can  go.  That 
is  the  line  taken  in  deference  to  a  number 
of  pedantic  economists,  and  in  the  sup- 
posed interests  of  the  working  classes. 
We  are  told  that  we  should  he  sane  Im- 
perialists. That  is  not  sane  Imperialism. 
That  is  insane  Imperialism,  whatever  else 
it  is,  and  it  tends  to  produce  a  state  of 
feeling  between  us  and  the  Colonies  which 
I  for  one  exceedingly  regret.  In  the 
present  case,  as  I  have  said,  the  public 
opinion  of  India  is  practically  unanimous. 
I  was  quite  astounded  to  hear  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton minimise  this  opinion  by  saying,  what 
of  course  is  true,  that  you  have  not  a 
public  opinion  in  India  such  as  you  have 
in  this  country.  Why,  Sir,  my  right  hon. 
friend  came  down  here  some  years  ago 
to  defend  his  policy  in  respect  of 
the  cotton  duties ;  and  he  himself  appealed 
to  this  opinion  of  the  native  Press,  the 
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English  Press,  and  the  Council  of  India, 
ana,  above  all,  he  made  a  most  eloquent 
defence  of  a  particular  official,  who,  he 
said,  was  one  of  the  ablest  officials  India 
had  ever  known,  and  to  whose  opinion  he 
attached  great  importance.  He  com- 
plained that  my  noble  friend  Lord  James 
of  Hereford,  then  Sir  Henry  James,  had 
appeared  in  some  way  to  slight  the  value 
of  that  opinion.  Who  was  this  Govern- 
ment official  whose  opinion  was  to  be 
taken  without  criticism  1  It  was  Sir 
James  Westland.  It  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  who  now,  in  an 
admirably  reasoned  speech,  has  defended 
these  countervailing  duties.  It  is  his 
opinion  that  my  right  hon.  friend  would 
set  aside  as  of  no  importance  at  all  in 
comparison  with  the  views  of  English 
economists  such  as  Lord  Fairer  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bodmin. 

Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER :  There  has  been 
a  change  of  opinion.  I  have  every  respect 
for  the  opinion  expressed  by  Sir  J.  West- 
land  in  May,  1898,  and  I  believe  that 
everything  that  has  happened  since  has 
confirmed  that  opinion. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  My  right 
hon.  friend  is  not  justified  in  saying  that 
there  has  been  any  such  change  of 
opinion.  Where  is  the  speech  of  Sir  J. 
Westland  in  regard  to  that  former 
decision  1  All  that  former  decision 
amounted  to  was  that  the  Government 
were  not  prepared  to  consider  these 
countervailing  duties  at  that  time.  It  is 
not  a  reasoned  argument  against  them, 
but  a  decision  merely  for  the  moment, 
which  was  probably  justified.  All  this 
local  opinion  which  was  appealed  to  in 
relation  to  the  cotton  duties  was  expressed 
in  a  still  more  marked  degree  in  favour 
of  the  course  we  have  followed.  Now  it 
is  a  strange  thing — and  I  am  almost 
ashamed  to  refer  to  it — but  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cardiff  made  a  speech  earlier 
in  the  evening  in  which  he  attacked  the 
Government  with  considerable  feeling, 
and  especially  myself.  He  seemed  to 
think  that,  whether  the  Government 
policy  was  good  or  bad,  it  must  certainly 
be  bad  if  it  was  advocated  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  He  has  got  the  Colonial 
Secretary  on  the  brain ;  I  am  to  him  what 
King  Charles's  head  was  to  Mr.  Dick's 
memorial.  But  I  cannot  make  out  why 
he  attacks  me  with  so  much  violence.  Ho 
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always  professes  his  loyalty  to  his  party, 
and  I  am  sure  he  does  it  with  perfect 
sincerity,  yet  he  never  speaks  but  to 
attack  some  representative  Member  of  the 
Government.    For  a  long  time  I  was 
totally  unable  to  make  out  why.   I  knew 
it  could  not  be  a  personal  feeling  against 
myself,  for  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever 
spoken  to  the  hon.  Member,  therefore  he 
could  not  have  any  quarrel  with  me. 
Then  I  felt  it  must  be  some  great 
question  of  principle,   but  fortunately 
the    hon.    Member    himself  relieved 
my  mind,   for  some  time  ago  I  ob- 
served that  some  of   his  constituents 
were  impertinent  enough  to  ask  why  he, 
a  supporter  of  the  Government,  so  often 
attacked  members  of  the  Government. 
Well,  he  gave  them  a  proper  dressing, 
and  he  explained  afterwards  to  a  reporter 
in  an  interview,  a  report  of  which  appeared 
in  his  own  newspaper  in  Cardiff,  that  he 
was  not  actuated  by  any  antagonistic 
feeling  either  against  the  Government  or 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  but  that  he  was 
in  the  position  of  a  man  who  is  looking 
through  the  keyhole  into  a  banqueting 
room  in  which  the  Liberal  Unionist  party 
were  eating,  enjoying  themselves,  and 
making  merry.    Well,  looking  through  a 
keyhole  is  not  a  very  dignified  posi- 
tion  

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon ;  let  us  be 
accurate.  What  appeared  in  the  paper 
was  descriptive  of  the  general  character 
of  the  party,  and  did  not  apply  to  myself 
in  any  way. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  do  not 
know  what  authority  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  for  applying  it  to  other  members  of 
the  party ;  but  at  any  rate  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
process  which  he  describes  so  graphically  is 
apt  to  produce  a  distorted  vision.  Now 
what  is  his 'point  about  the  Colonial 
Secretary  1  My  noble  friend  has  ex- 
plained with  absolute  accuracy  what  took 
place;  but  what  an  extraordinary  idea 
the  hon.  Member  must  have  of  the  power 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary !  What  is  his 
theory  1  It  is  that  the  Colonial  Seer* 
tary  first  forced  the  hand  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  that  he  then  hypno- 
tised Lord  Curzon,  and  by  some  process 
of  suggestion  he  influenced  the  whole  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  in  India,  not 
one  of  whom  he  has  ever  seen ;  and 
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occult,  mysterious,  and  pernicious  way  he 
influenced  the  Council  of  India  in  this 
country.    Well,  really  the  hon.  Member 

rye  me  a  compliment  I  do  not  deserve, 
am  Colonial  Secretary,  and  when  a 
colony  appeals  to  me,  as  Mauritius  did, 
reporting  that  its  trade  is  in  a  parlous 
state,  in  a  sad  condition,  and  that  it 
will  be  seriously  endangered  unless  some- 
thing is  done  in  the  shape  of  legislation 
in  India,  it  is  my  duty  to  convey  that 
information  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India.  I  said  at  the  time  that  the  inte- 
rests of  India  would  dictate  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council,  but 
that,  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  hoped 
the  condition  of  Mauritius  would  be 
sympathetically  considered  by  the 
Council  in  India.  There  are  two  or  three 
objections  taken  with  which  I  will  deal 
in  a  few  minutes.  It  is  complained 
that  the  Indian  Government  and  Council 
decided  without  completing  the  inquiry 
which  they  had  then  undertaken.  Well, 
as  my  noble  friend  has  pointed  out,  in 
the  interval  he  had  information  that 
led  him  to  believe  that  if  he  did  not  act  soon 
his  object  would  be  frustrated  by  a  large 
importation  of  foreign  bounty-fed  sugar. 
But,  after  all,  the  inquiry  on  which  he 
was  engaged  could  not  add  much  infor- 
mation which  would  affect  his  decision, 
because  all  the  inquiry  would  be  to  show 
what  was  the  effect  of  the  importation  of 
sugar  up  to  that  time.  It  is  admitted 
that  they  interfered  before  importation 
bad  become  a  matter  of  great  importance. 
No  serious  effect  was  anticipated  up  to 
that  time.  The  steps  that  were  taken 
were  preventive  steps.  Well,  then,  the 
same  reply  also  answers  the  objection 
that  it  was  unnecessary  to  interfere 
because  the  amount  was  so  small.  Yes, 
it  was  small  up  to  the  time  importation 
took  place,  but  it  was  growing  rapidly, 
and  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
there  would  have  been  an  enormous  intro- 
duction of  sugar,  diverted  from  the  United 
States  and  imported  into  India,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  wise  policy  of  the  Indian 
Government.  Then,  it  is  said  that  the 
true  policy  of  the  Indian  Government 
was  not  to  put  on  countervailing  duties, 
but  to  encourage  better  methods  of  pro- 
duction. That  has  often  been  said  about 
the  West  Indies  and  other  colonies  ;  but 
it  is  an  absurd  argument,  and  shows 
entire  ignorance  of  the  situation.  You 
cannot  encourage  better  production,  you 
cannot  introduce  new  energy  and  new 
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capital,  unless  you  can  give  stability  to 
the  industry.  What  is  my  position  at 
this  moment  ?  Have  I  not  been  for 
months,  I  may  almost  say  for  two  years, 
considering  night  and  day  methods  by 
which  the  past  prosperity  of  the  West 
Indies  might  be  restored,  and  by  which 
the  fatal  effects  of  bounties  might  be 
removed  ?  And  my  efforts  in  that  direc- 
tion have  been  largely  bent  to  securing, 
among  other  things,  the  introduction  of 
fresh  capital  and  fresh  energy.  I  went  to 
people  who  are  interested  in  the  largest 
undertakings  in  this  country,  who  have 
the  possession  of  the  largest  capital  and 
have  shown  the  greatest  energy ;  and  at 
this  moment  I  have  a  statement  by  one 
of  these  parties  that  he  would  to-morrow 
engage  to  invest  a  million  sterling  in  the 
production  of  sugar  in  the  West  Indies  if 
the  Government  would  guarantee  him 
against  an  increase  in  the  bounties  that 
are  now  given  by  foreign  countries  to 
beet  sugar.  Now,  a  last  word  in  regard 
to  Protection.  It  is  said  that  if  we  im- 
pose countervailing  duties  foreign  coun- 
tries will  retaliate.  Sir,  they  will 
retaliate,  no  doubt,  if  it  is  to  their  in- 
terest to  do  so ;  but  it  is  not  to  their 
interest  to  do  so.  They  take  from  us 
nothing  now,  they  take  nothing  from 
India,  that  they  can  help  taking.  They 
take  the  raw  materials  for  their  own 
manufactures ;  they  would  injure  them- 
selves much  more  than  India  and  us 
if  they  retaliated  by  refusing  them. 
They  cannot  refuse  cotton,  they  cannot 
refuse  tea,  they  cannot  refuse  jute,  and 
other  products  of  India  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton  re* 
ferred ;  and  under  these  circumstances, 
in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  practical  fear 
whatever  that  they  would  retaliate  in 
any  way  by  the  increase  of  duties.  I 
would  say  then,  in  conclusion,  that  it 
appears  to  me  the  issues  before  us  are 
simple.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  to 
decide  whether  or  not  there  is  such  an 
overwhelming,  over-mastering  principle, 
either  in  connection  with  Free  Trade  or 
anything  else,  as  to  put  countervailing 
duties  out  of  court,  and  prevent  their 
consideration  on  their  merits.  In  the 
second  place,  we  have  to  decide  whether 
we  are  willing  to  overrule  the  clearly 
expressed  opinion  of  the  authoritative 
representatives  of  Indian  interests,  and 
whether  we  are  to  do  that  avowedly  in 
the  interests — the  very  indirect  interests 
,  as  I  consider-of  the  British  consumer. 
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These  are  the  two  principles,  at  any  rate, 
that  are  to  be  decided  by  our  vote  to- 
night. But  I  go  one  step  further.  I 
would  say  also  that,  in  my  opinion,  even 
if  we  thought  the  policy  of  the  Indian 
Government  to  be  wrong,  we  should 
still  hesitate  before  we  over-ruled  it. 
But,  Sir,  the  Government  hold,  and 
they  are  perfectly  willing  to  accept 
the  responsibility  for  that  opinion, 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
of  India  was  right.  They  hold  that 
the  Government  of  India  was  right  in 
relieving  the  burden  imposed  by  this  most 
pernicious  system  of  bounties,  in  securing 
to  one  of  the  staple  productions  of  India 
equal  opportunity  with  its  foreign  com- 
petitors, and  in  neutralising  the  arbitrary 
advantage  which  the  foreigner  is  seeking 
to  obtain  in  a  market  to  which  he  has  no 
natural  claim. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  We  have  listened  to 
two  speeches  of  extreme  interest  from  my 
right  hon.  friend,  the  Member  for  Bodmin, 
and  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  They  were  lec- 
tures on  the  subject  of  Free  Trade, 
dealing  with  the  theory  and  the  practice 
of  Free  Traders,  and  it  will  be  somewhat 
of  a  relief  to  the  House  to  know,  especi- 
ally with  the  scanty  time  at  my  disposal, 
that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  inflict  upon 
the  House  a  third  essay  upon  that  sub- 
ject. My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Bodmin  spoke  with  his  usual  warmth 
and  enthusiasm.  I  cannot  rise,  myself, 
quite  to  the  heights  of  economic  philo- 
sophy to  which  my  right  hon.  friend  has 
attained,  but  in  the  main  I  accept  his 
doctrines  and  agree  with  his  conclusions. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening, 
when  he  rose  to  address  the  House,*  began 
by  asking  those  of  his  hon.  friends 
who  had  put  down  Amendments  to 
this  Motion  not  to  move  the  Amendments 
which  stood  in  their  names.  I  heard  this 
appeal  without  surprise,  because  on  look- 
ing at  the  Paper  it  was  evident  that  the 
Amendments  showed  how  far  this 
question  reaches  —  how  very  far  it 
goes  beyond  the  mere  question  of  India 
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and  the  Mauritius,  and  of  their  relations 
bounty-fed    sugar  -  producing 


to  the 

countries,  and  displayed  really  the 
motives  and  intentions  which  underlie 
the  policy  in  the  minds  of  many  of  those 
who  support  it.  But  I  need  not  hare 
formed  this  estimate  of  the  noble  Lord's 
motive,  because  from  the  moment  he 
began  his  speech  it  became  apparent,  and 
it  became  still  more  apparent  in  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down,  that  the  main  part  of 
their  policy,  which  they  are  now  seeking 
to  apply  to  India,  it  is  their  intention 
to  apply  at  a  more  convenient  time  to 
this  country.  The  noble  Lord  invited 
my  right  hon.  friend  to  go  to  the 
country  in  defence  of  the  system  of 
bounties ;  but  the  noble  Lord  must  knew 
perfectly  well  that  we  are  as  much 
opposed  to  the  system  of  bounties  as  he 
is.  I  agree  with  my  right  hon.  friend 
in  that  I  regard  bounties  as  merely  another 
form  of  protective  duties.  We  need  not 
speculate  as  to  whioh  is  the  worse  of  the 
two.  These  bounties  appear  to  me  to 
be  bad,  to  disturb  trade,  to  hinder  the  de- 
velopment of  the  country,  and  above  all  to 
punish  th  e  very  nations  which  employ  them. 
So  that  I  do  not  know  what  there  is  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  them.  There  is  no 
quarrel  between  us  on  that  score  at  all. 
Where  we  differ  is  as  to  the  remedy  to  be 
applied.  The  noble  Lord  spoke  of  himself 
as  an  old  Free  Trader.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has  told 
us  that  there  are  new  doctrines  of  Free 
Trade,  which  are  altogether  heretical. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colomes 
is  a  good  judge  of  new  doctrines.  For 
my  part  I  prefer,  if  a  doctrine  is  to  be 
developed,  that  it  should  be  developed  in 
a  forward,  rather  than  in  a  backward 
sense ;  and  if  it  was  a  new  development 
of  the  old  Free  Trade  principle  I  should 
not  be  afraid  of  it  on  that  account.  But 
when  he  said  that  retaliatory  duties— 
what  are  called  countervailing  duties,  I 
prefer  to  call  them  retaliatory  duties — 
were  accepted,  and  were  advocated  in 
certain  cases  by  the  old  orthodox  Free 
Traders,  I  cannot  but  call  to  mind  a 
maxim  which  is  constantly  quoted,  and 
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which  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  standing 
maxims  on  this  topic — the  words  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  when  he  said  that  he  would 
"fight  hostile  tariffs  by  free  imports." 
That  was  the  way  in  which  old  Free 
Traders,  the  high  priests  of  Free  Trade, 
intended  to  deal  with  such  a  case  as  we 
have  before  us.  I  prefer  the  old  method 
to  the  new,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  when  the 
noble  Lord  challenges  us  to  go  to  the 
country,  as  he  did,  as  the  advocates  of 
bounties,  my  reply  is,  in  the  first  place, 
that  we    are    not  advocates  of  boun- 
ties,   and,    in    the    second   place,  I 
would    invite   him,    on    his   part,  to 
go  to   the  country  with   the  cry  of 
"Retaliatory  tariffs  and  dear  sugar."  There 
is  much  interest  taken  in  the  relations  of 
these  two  Cabinet  Ministers  to  each 
other.    There  was  a  suspicion  engendered 
by  the  Blue  Book  which  is  before  us  that 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  has  been  acted  upon,  has  been 
driven  into  this  policy,  and,  in  fact,  has 
been  obliged  to  make  himself  the  obedient 
servant  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies.    I  am  bound  to  say  there  was 
nothing  in  this  which  seemed  to  me 
a  priori  improbable.     But   one  thing 
cannot  be  denied,  and  that  is,  that  from 
the  very  moment  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  appears  upon  the  scene, 
activity  is  shown  in  the  India  Office  in 
pushing  this   new   policy.  Evidently 
there  was  no  positive  action  taken  until 
he  read  this  new  economic  catechism. 
One  thing  is  certain — and  it  is  a  very  re- 
markable fact — that  the  proposals  of  these 
new  duties  did  not  originate  in  India, 
wherever  they  did  originate.    I  have  not 
time  to  go  over  the  list  of  dates  which 
was  given  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton,  which  proves  con- 
clusively that  the  Government  of  India 
not  only  expressed  a  contrary  opinion  a 
few  months  before — and  that  contrary 
opinion  was  not  an  opinion  contrary  to 
the  adoption  of  that  policy  at  that  par- 
ticular moment,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says,  but  an  opinion  contrary  to  it 
in   general  terms — but  they  had  also 
engaged  in  an  elaborate  inquiry,  which, 
oddly    enough,    was  initiated  by  the 
very  Department  of  the  Government  over 
which   Sir    James  Westland  presides, 
which  is  some  proof  that  he  was  not  so 
fixed  in  his  opinion  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  represented.    They  engaged 
in  an  inquiry  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of 
the  different  provincial  Governments  and 
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to  obtain  the  facts  from  them,  and  that 
inquiry  was  not  concluded,  and  the 
reports  had  not  been  received,  at  the  time 
the  decision  of  the  Government  was 
taken.  So  that  that  decision  was  taken 
upon  English  information,  and  not  upon 
information  from  India.  The  noble 
Lord  said,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
repeated  it,  that  they  had  information 
which  led  them  to  believe  that  there  was 
serious  danger  impending.  What  was 
that  information  1  If  it  was  Indian  infor- 
mation it  must  have  been  in  the  possession 
of  Lord  Curzon  when  he  told  us  in  the 
month  of  January  that  he  was  himself 
instituting  a  fresh  inquiry  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  effects  of  the  duties.  I  wish 
to  bring  before  the  House  one  or  two 
figures  which  bear  upon  this  supposed 
danger  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  in 
India,  and  to  the  sugar  industry  in  India 
I  will  confine  myself  to  the  question  of 
imports.  It  was  said  that  the  imports 
from  the  beet-sugar  countries  had  reached 
alarming  proportions,  and  that  they  were 
interfering  with  the  imports  from  Mau- 
ritius. What  are  the  figures  1  The 
figures  show  that  in  the  average  for  the 
years  from  1890  to  1895  the  imports 
from  Mauritius  were  71,610  tons ;  in 

1896-  97   they  were    83,300  tons;  in 

1897-  98  they  were  88,900  tons;  and  in 

1898-  99  thoy  were  105,280  tons  — a 
steady,  wholesome,  healthy  increase 
year  by  year,  showing  no  falling  off 
and  no  tendency  to  fluctuate.  But 
from  Germany  and  Austria  there  came, 
in  the  average  of  1890  to  1895,  17,800 
tons;  in  1896-97,  43,750  tons— a  very 
great  increase  ;  in  1897-98,  107,550  tons 
— again  a  huge  increase ;  but  in  1898-99, 
which  is  the  critical  year,  they  had  fallen 
to  73,490  tons.  So  that  there  was 
actually  a  falling  off  in  the  very  imports 
which  are  the  foundation  for  this  policy 
of  countervailing  duties.  There  are  other 
figures  which  bear  closely  on  this  matter. 
I  nave  here  the  figures  of  the  exports  of 
sugar  from  Germany  to  the  United  States 
during  the  last  three  years.  They  are 
given  in  millions  of  pounds,  and  are  for 
nine  months  in  each  year.  In  1897  Ger- 
many exported  to  the  United  States  778 
millions  of  pounds.  Then  there  were 
countervailing  duties  put  on  by  the 
United  States  Government,  with  the 
result  that  in  1898  the  exports  from 
Germany  to  the  United  States,  instead  of 
being  778  millions  of  pounds,  were  only  40 
millions  of  pounds.    (Cheers.)  Yes,  but  in 
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ythe  year  which  ended  a  few  months 1 
-the  exports  amounted  to  658  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  So  that  the  United 
States  is  the  quarter  to  which  have  been 
attracted  the  large  over  stocks  of  German 
sugar  which  so  frightened  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  and  these 
stocks  have  gone  to  America  despite 
those  countervailing  duties  which  the 
noble  Lord  thinks  will  work  wonders 
in  the  case  of  India. 

♦Sir  EDWARD  CLARKE  (Plymouth) : 
And  the  duties  were  paid  upon  them. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I  pointed  out  that  the  quantity  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States,  which 
fell  to  40  millions  of  pounds  in  1898, 
rose  again  to  658  millions  of  pounds  last 
year,  and  this  corresponds  to  the  falling 
off  in  the  exports  from  Germany  to  India, 
so  that  the  relation  between  the  two  is 
clearly  proved.  The  salient  facts  of  the 
situation,  then,  are  the  falling  off  in  the 
export  of  sugar  from  Germany  to  India, 
and  the  steady  increase  in  the  export  of 
sugar  from  Mauritius  to  India.  And 
therefore  I  will  be  content  to  leave  it  to 
the  two  right  hon.  Ministers  facing  me 
to  decide,  if  by  this  measure  they  succeed 
in  excluding  bounty-fed  sugar  from  com- 
petition, which  country  is  to  benefit.  Is 
India,  according  to  the  glowing  picture  of 
the  noble  Lord,  to  develop  her  sugar  in- 
dustry so  as  to  supply  not  only  her  own 
wants,  but  the  wants  of  all  the  world  1  In 
that  case,  what  is  to  become  of  Mauritius, 
the  prosperity  of  which  is  so  dear  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  ?  On  the  other  hand, 
if  Mauritius  is  to  flood  the  Indian  market 
with  its  sugar,  where  is  the  benefit  to  the 
Indian  trade?  On  the  general  question 
of  Free  Trade  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
argue  just  now.  But  we  are  opposed  to 
bounties  as  to  protective  duties,  and  what 
we  say  is,  Do  not  correct  the  financial 


errors  of  other  people  by  committing 
financial  errors  of  your  own.  If  the  policy 
of  countervailing  duties  is  good  for  India, 
it  is  good  for  this  country  or  the  West 
Indies.    We  are  opposed  to  it  in  both. 
The  Government  ought  honestly  to  have 
said  whether  they  really  intend  to  extend 
these  countervailing  duties  to  this  country 
and  to  the  West  Indies.    The  noble  Lord 
thought  he  had  placed  us  in  a  difficulty 
by  bringing  up  the  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
on  cotton  and  the  surtax  on  foreign 
spirits.    But  the  answer  is  that  we 
have  no  objection  to  these  duties  imposed 
for  revenue  purposes.    It  is  to  duties  im- 
posed for  protective  purposes  that  we 
object.    Sir  James  Westland,  who  has 
beer,  referred  to  in  terms  to  which  I  quite 
agree  as  to  his  eminence  and  his  great 
career,  has  emphatically  pronounced  in 
the  debate  in  the  Indian  Council  that  this 
measure  opens  up  an  entirely  new  chapter 
in  our  fiscal  history.    That  is  why  we 
support  the  Motion.    A  new  chapter  is 
being  opened  up,  says  this  great  financial 
authority ;  but  where  is  that  chapter  to 
be  closed,  how  is  it  to  be  closed,  and  what 
is  to  be  the  effect  before  it  is  closed  1  We 
adhere  to  the  old-fashioned  policy  under 
which  Great  Britain  and  India  also  have 
flourished.  It  is  matter  of  common  know- 
ledge that  the  nations  of  Europe  are  be- 
coming tired  of  these  bounties;  that 
Germany  and  Austria  are  willing  to 
!  abandon  them  if  France  would  do  it  at 
the  same  time.    Let  us  hope  that  they 
will  see  the  mischievous  effect  of  these 
bounties  upon  their  own  people,  and  by 
the  pursuance  of  our  remonstrance  against 
the  course  they  are  maintaining  we  shall 
be  more  likely  to  achieve  our  end  than 
by  departing  from  the  sound  financial 
practise  of  this  country. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  152 ;  noes, 
293.  (Division  List  No.  193.) 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allen, W.  (Newo.  under  Lyme) 
Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hn.  HerbertHen. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Barlow,  John  Eramott 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Biflson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 

Sir.  H.  Campbdl-Banmrman. 


AYES. 

Burt,  Thomas 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  (Durham) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carvill,  P.  George  Hamilton 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithneas-sh. ) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Commins,  Andrew 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hn.  Leonard II. 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 


Davies,  M.  Vaugh an  (Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Edwards,  Owen  Morgan 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  Samuel  T. (Glamorgan) 
Evans.SirFranciaH.  (South  ton 
Farquharaon,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell.JameeP.  (Cavan,  W.) 
rick,  Charles 
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Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro(Leith) 
Fitsmaurice,  Lord  Edniond 
Fowler,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gibney,  James 
Goddam,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gordon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Haldane,  Richard  Burden 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
H  olden,  Sir  Angus 
Holland,  Wm.  H.  (York.W.R. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Button,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Joieey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch.SirJohnGeorgeSmyth 
Kiteon,  Sir  James 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,SirWilfrid(Cumb'land 
Leese,Sir  J  osephF.(  Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Thomas  Richmond 
Logan,  John  William 


Allhusen,  Augustus  Hy.  Eden 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervin 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold-Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  J.  E.  B  (Inverness) 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
'  Balcarree,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.G.W.  (Leeds) 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AllenBenjamin 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.SirM.H(  Bristol ) 
Beach,  WWBramston(Hants.) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C. 
Bet  hell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Bigwood,  James 
Bill,  Charles 
Blakis ton- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Grifnth- 
Bowles,Capt  H.F.(Middlesex) 
Brodrick,  Rt  Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
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Lough,  Thomas 
Lyefl,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnelI,DrMA(Q.ueen'sC 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ewan,  William 
MHrhee,  Riohard 
M'Laren,  Charles  Benjamin 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Maden,  John  Henry 
Mendl,  SigUmund  Ferdinand 
Montagu,  Sir  S.(Whitechapel) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(  Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Morley,  Rt.Hon.J.  (Montrose) 
Morton,  E.  .1.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Paul  ton,  James  Melior 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Nor thumb.) 
Pease,  Sir  J.  W.  (Durham) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 

NOES. 

Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Burdett-Coutts,  W. 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cameron,  Sir  Charles  (Glasg. ) 
Campbell.  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.G.W. 
Chamberlain, Rt  Hon.  J.(Birra. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(  Wore'  r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Cogkill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Col  lings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Charles  R, 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw  H.  A. 
Cooke,C  W.  Radcliffe(  Heref 'd ) 
Corbett, A. Cameron  (Glasgow) 
Cornwallis,FiennesStanleyW. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edw.  Bainbridge 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
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Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham, S.E.) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roche,  John  (East  Galway) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scott  C.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,FrederickW.(Norfolk) 
Wilson, Henry  J.(York,W.  R) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  H.( Middlesbrough) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes  — 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 

Mr.  M'Arthur. 


Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Daviea,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson- Poynder,  Sir  J.  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  1).  W.- 
Disraeli, Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  Fred.  D. 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot  Hon  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon  A.  Edward 
Fergusson.Rt  Hn.SirJ.(Man'r) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose- 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
r- tannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Gedge,  Sydney  )glC 
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Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,Hn.  A.  G.  H.  (CityofLond 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary(St.  Albans) 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  Rt.  Hn.G.  J.  (St.  Geo's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,WalfordD(Wednesbury 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence  _ 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Herraon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,Rt.  Hn.  A.Staveley(Staffs. 
Hoare,  Ed  w  Brod  ie(  Hanipstead 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland.Hon.  Lionel  R.  (Bow) 
Houlds worth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  CaptG.W.Grice- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jackson,Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  Win. 
Keswick,  William 
Kiraber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  Sir.  E.  D.(Corn.) 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea.  Sir  Thos.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  E.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 


{COMMONS} 

Leigh  ton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  G.  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 

Lowther,RtHnJW(Cumb  land 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney.  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont.  Col.  J.  ( Antrim, E. 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey -Main  waring,  Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Mellor.  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (MonnTtbsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray.  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon .  SirH  .Stafford 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

l'il  king  ton,  R.(Lancs,Newton 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Qailter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
R en tou  1,  James  Alexander 


the  House. 


1316 


PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  [EXPENSES]. 

Resolution  reported — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  pay- 
ment, out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment, of  any  remuneration,  allowances,  and 
expenses  that  may  become  payable  under  any 
Act  of  the  present  session  to  provide  for  im- 
proving and  extending  the  procedure  for 
obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by  way  of 


Ridley,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert!  Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Rothschild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walt'r 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelten'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dadley 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  Thos.  M. 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebothara,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  ( 1  Jin  arks.) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Edw.  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,  Sir  M.J.  MTaggart 
Stock,  James  H  enry 
Stone,  Sir  Ben  a  min 
Strauss,  Arthn 
Sutherland,  S  ir  Thomas 
Talbot,  Lord  fir.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  RtHn.  J.G.(Ox.  Univ. 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  Col.Sir  C.  E.  Howard 
Ward,  Hon.  Robt.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warde,  Lieut-Col.  C.E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Welby,  Lieut -CoL  A.  C.  E. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-u.-L.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-(Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson-Todd,  Wm.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,Rt  Hn.  E.  R.  ( Bath 
Wortley,  Rt  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndhara,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armstrong 
Young,  Commander(Berks,E ) 
Younger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 

Provisional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to 
Scotland." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

BATHS  AND  WASHHOUSES  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 

Monday  next. 

ity  minutes 
o'clock. 
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BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
DARWEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  -  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  (ADDITIONAL  POWERS) 
BILL. 

Examiner's  Certificate    of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Orders  referred 
jj  to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
§  Thursday  next. 

_  KENSINGTON  AND  NOTTING  HILL 
|  ELECTRIC   LIGHTING  BILL. 

*  SHIREBROOK  AND  DISTRICT  GAS 
I  BILL. 

1  SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  STIPEN- 
c  DIARY   JUSTICE  BILL. 

1   NOTTINGHAM    CORPORATION  BILL- 
•f       WOLVERHAMPTON  TRAMWAYS 
§  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

*  FISHGUARD  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

fcs  WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

SOUTH   EASTERN    RAILWAY  BILL. 
Committee  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

BARRY  RAILWAY  BILL. 

js  LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
«  WAY  (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

*  LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
S'        WAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

*  Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 

I  BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL 
^  [Lords]. 

«  Commons'  Amendments  considered,  and 
'  agreed  to. 

OWENS     COLLEGE  (MANCHESTER) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  forthwith ;  Reported  with 
Amendments. 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
Read  2*,  and  committed. 

BROOKE'S     PARK  (LONDONDERRY) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

Vol.  LXXII.       [Fourth  Skriks.] 


Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1', 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn :  The  order  made  on  the 
1st  instant  discharged;  and  Bill  com- 
mitted. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)  BILL  [Lords]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lords]. 

WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER  BILL. 

AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

EAST  LONDON  WATER  BILL. 

MILTON  CREEK  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

GREAT  WESTERN  AND  GREAT  CEN- 
TRAL RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  proposed 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Com- 
mittee for  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Bills;  (viz.), 

K.  Spencer  (chairman), 
V.  Falmouth, 
L.  Boston, 
L.  Crofton, 

L.  Sudley  (E.  Arran) ; 

agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock ;  and 
all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to 
be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to 
be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for 
the  Bills. 

GAS   ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

WATER   ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
BILL  [Lords]. 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  31  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL  [Lords]. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL  [Lords]. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment:  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3 1  on  Monday  next. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  tl)  BILL  [Lords]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order ) :  Amendments  made ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived  j  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

CENTRAL  ELECTRIC  SUPPLY  BILL. 

CENTRAL  LONDON  RAILWAY  BILL. 

CHARING  CROSS,  EUSTON,  AND 
HAMPSTEAD  RAILWAY  BILL. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY 
BILL. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS) 
BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in 
the  place  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ;  and 
that  the  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux  be 
chairman  of  the  said  Committee ;  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

NORTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Amherst  of  Hackney 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in 
the  place  of  the  Lord  Farnham;  read, 
and  agreed  to. 


Act,  from  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
1898;  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant 
to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

To  be  read  2'  on  Tuesday  next.  (The 
Lord  President,  Duke  of  Devonshire). 

FINANCE  BILL. 
(Second  Reading.) 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order);  Com- 
mittee riegatived :  Then  Standing  Order 
No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to 
order),  and  dispensed  with  :  Bill  read  3", 
and  passed. 

TRAWLERS'  CERTIFICATES  SUSPEN- 
SION BILL  [Lords]. 

Amendments  roported  (according  to 
order) ;  further  Amendments  made ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3a  on  Thursday  next. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (DEFEC- 
TIVE AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

To  be  read  2a  on  Tuesday  next. 


QUESTIONS. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 


MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 
Account  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure 

Winding-up 


under  the  Seamen's  Fund 


INDENTURING   IN  WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY: 
My  Lords,  I  desire  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to 
explain  fully  the  nature  of  the  indenturing 
arrangements  in  Western  Australia,  and 
to  state  why  the  Secretary  of  State 
abolished  the  Aborigines  Protection 
Board  in  that  colony  without  previously 
informing  Parliament  of  his  intention,  as 
he  had  promised  should  be  done  ;  and  to 
ask  what  this  board  is  doing  now  that  it 
has  been  made  a  branch  of  the  Perth 
Government,  and  under  what  conditions 
J.P.'s  are  appointed  for  the  outlying  parts 
of  the  colony.  As  I  have  already  in- 
formed my  noble  friend,  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  notice  except  to  give  him 
the  extract  in  which  Mr.  Chamberlain 
promised  to  lay  the  information  before 
Parliament.  It  appears  in  a  Parliamentary 
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Paper  C.  8350,  page  138,  No.  44,  and  is  as 
follows : 

"Mr.  Chamberlain  to  Governor  Sir 
Gerard  Smith. 

"  August  21, 1896. 
"  I  have  now,  therefore,  to  request  you  to  in- 
form Sir  Johu  Forrest  that,  after  further  con- 
sideration of  the  representations  which  he  has 
made,  I  am  prepared  ....  to  lay  the 
correspondence  before  Parliament  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  the  general  feeling  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  subject." 

The    UNDER    SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (the  Earl 
of     Selborne):     My     Lords,  the 
"Indenturing"  system  is  regulated  by 
Part  IV.  of  the  Aborigines  Protection 
Act,  1886,  from  which  it  appears  that  a 
resident  magistrate  could  at  that  time  on 
the  instructions  of  the  board,  but  now  of 
the  Minister,  apprentice  a  native  or  half- ! 
caste  child  until  he  reached  the  age  of  21. 
It  is  hardly  possible  within  the  limits  of  a 
reasonable  explanation  to  give  all  the 
details   of  the    arrangement    with  it* 
accompanying  regulations,  but   if  the 
noble  Lord  desires,  I  will  gladly  furnish 
him  with  a  copy  of  the  Act.    I  may  say 
that  this  system  of  indenturing  is  not  one 
of  entirely  recent  growth,  but  has  arisen 
from  experience  under  the  system  of 
Crown  and  Colony  Government  as  well 
as  during  the  present  regime.   In  reply  to 
the  second  portion  of  his  question,  the 
noble  Lord  will  see,  on  reference  to  Blue 
Book  C.  8,350,  published  in  February, 
1897,  that  what  Mr.  Chamberlain  said 
(August  21st,  1896,  page  138)  was  that  he 
was  prepared,  if  Sir  John  Forrest  would 
state  what  arrangements  he  proposed  to 
make  for  fixing  definitely  the  responsi- 
bility for,  &c,  to  lay  the  correspondence 
before  Parliament  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
taining the  general  feeling  of  Parliament 
on  the  subject.  This  Sir  John  Forrest  and 
the  legislature  did  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  Western  Australia  of 
October  26th,  1896  (see  Sir  G.  Smith's 
despatch  of  December  4th,  1896,  page  141 
of  the  Blue  Book),  and  the  correspondence 
was  duly  laid  before  Parliament  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1897.     As  Parliament  took  no 
notice  of  the  correspondence,  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain had  no  longer  any  reason  for  refusing 
to  accept  the  proposals  of  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian Government,  and  they  were  so  in- 
formed on  July  10th,  1897,  nearly  six 
months-  after     Parliament    had  been 
placed  in  possession  of  the  correspondence. 
As  to  the  third  portion  of  this  question, 
the  noble  Lord  will  see,  on  reference  to 
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the  Papers  C.  8,350,  that  the  arrangement* 
was  that  the  board  was  to  be  abolished 
and  its  functions  discharged  by  a  Govern- 
ment sub-department  under  the  control  of 
a  responsible  Minister,  and  that  it  has, 
therefore,  now  ceased  to  exist.  The  work 
is  now  entirely  under  a  Department  of 
the  Government.  The  answer  to  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  the  question 
is  that  justices  of  the  peace  in  Western 
Australia,  as  elsewhere,  are  appointed 
by  the  Governor  on  the  recommendation 
of  his  responsible  advisers,  and  hold 
office  during  pleasure.  The  Agent-General 
of  Western  Australia  has  pointed  out 
to  me  what  mast  occur  to  the  noble 
Lord — namely,,  how  extremely  difficult  it 
is  in  sparsely  populated  community, 
such  as  in  Western  Australia,  always  to 
findj  first-rate  men  for  the  office  of 
magistrate.  He  assures  me  that  the 
Government  do  exercise  the  greatest 
possible  care  in  making  their  appoint- 
ments. 

*The  MARQUESS  of  RIPON  :  My 
Lords,  this  matter  is  more  important 
than  perhaps  might  be  gathered  from  the 
short  answer  which  has  oeen  given  by  the 
noble  Earl  the  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  pardon 
me,  as  I  was  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  when  this  question  was  first 
raised,  if  I  make  a  few  obsenations  upon 
it.  I  do  not  propose,  in  the  observations 
I  desire  to  address  to  the  House,  to 
criticise  or  to  raise  any  objection  to  the 
course  which  has  been  taken  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  the  abolition  of  the 
Aborigines  Protection  Board.  I  think 
the  conclusion  to  which  he  has  come 
was,  under  the  circumstances,,  prob- 
ably inevitable,  but  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  are  worth  considering.  When 
responsible  government  was  first  given  to 
Western  Australia  there  was  a  strong 
feeling,  as  I  have  always  understood,  in 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  treatment  of 
natives  in  the  colony,  and  it  was  made 
a  condition  of  the  granting  of  responsible 
government  to  Western  Australia  in  1890 
that  a  board  should  be  appointed,  the 
members  of  which  should  be  nominated 
by  the  Governor,  not  upon  the  advice  of 
his  new  responsible  Ministers,  but  ujon 
his  own  personal  authority,  and  that  it 
should  have  at  its  disposal  tho  sum  of 
£5,000  a  year  to  be  voted  by  the  Western 
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Australian  Parliament,  which  sum  it 
should  dispose  of  entirely  at  its  own 
pleasure,  without  any  reference  to  the 
local  Government.  The  people  of 
Western  Australia  accepted  the  con- 
dition. They  passed  the  Constitution 
Act  with  that  provision  in  it,  and 
it  was  well  known  and  well  understood 
that  this  was  the  only  means  by  which 
the  grant  of  responsible  government  to 
the  colony  would  have  been  accepted 
at  the  time  by  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. I  think  the  Act  was  passed 
in  the  year  1890.  Two  years  after- 
wards, in  1892,  just  after  I  became 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  remon- 
strances, couched  in  very  strong  language, 
were  received  at  the  Colonial  Office 
against  the  continuance  of  this  board. 
It  did  not  require  much  time  to  see  that 
a  board  of  this  kind,  composed  in  this 
way  and  spending  at  its  own  will  and 
pleasure  money  voted  by  the  Colonial 
Parliament  without  any  reference  to  the 
Colonial  Ministers,  was  not  a  board  which 
could  be  long  maintained  in  the  face  of! 
the  system  of  responsible  government  then 
established  in  Western  Australia.  But  I 
am  bound  to  say  that,  recollecting  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  had  only  been 
passed  two  years,  it  did  seem  to  me 
rather  a  premature  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  the  colony  to  demand  the  aboli- 
tion of  an  institution  the  establishment  of 
which  had  been  part  of  the  understanding 
upon  which  responsible  government  had 
been  granted  ;  and  while  I  always  ad- 
mitted that  the  arrangement  was  neces- 
sarily a  temporary  one,  I  did  not  feel 
myself  able  to  advise  at  that  time  that 
this  board  should  be  abolished.  I  made 
various  proposals,  with  which  I  need  not 
trouble  your  Lordships,  to  mitigate  the 
objections  which  were  felt  in  some  minor 
points,  but  Sir  John  Forrest  and  his 
Government  were  not  willing  to  accept 
these  suggestions,  their  objection  being 
to  the  general  principle,  and  not  to 
matters  of  detail.  They  made  complaints 
against  the  board  which  they  did  not, 
as  I  thought,  establish,  but  the  essence 
of  their  objection  was  that  the  existence 
of  a  board  of  this  kind  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  grant  of  constitu- 
tional government  to  the  colony,  and 
when  you  find  that  the  board,  having 
£5,000  a  year  at  its  disposal,  spent 
sometimes  not  much  more  than  half  that 
sum,  and  was  therefore  accumulating 
in  its  ha::ds  a  sum  of  money,  besides  the 
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annual  grants  raised  by  the  colony,  it  is 
not  surprising,  I  admit,  that  a  responsible 
Government  and  a  Colonial  Parliament 
should  find  an  arrangement  of  that  kind 
very  irksome  and  inconsistent  with  the 
acknowledged  principles  of  constitutional 
government.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  I 
had  no  hesitation  in  admitting  that  the 
board  must  be  of  a  temporary  Kind,  and 
all  that  has  passed  since,  I  imagine,  is 
this,  that  the  present  Secretary  of  State 
has  found  that  the  state  of  things  which 
I  thought  difficult  to  maintain  has  become 
still  less  easy  to  maintain  ;  and  that  after 
having,  as  the  noble  Earl  has  said,  placed 
certain  Papers  before  Parliament  in  1897, 
he  thought  himself  free,  as  those  Papers 
had  apparently  attracted  no  Parliamen- 
tary attention,  to  consent  to  the  abolition 
of  the  board,  and  I  am  not  inclined  to 
criticise  that  decision,  which  must  have 
been  arrived  at  sooner  or  later.  I  think 
the  question  was  raised,  as  I  have  said, 
rather  prematurely  by  the  Colonial 
Government,  but  that  the  system  could 
be  maintained  in  the  face  of  the  grant  of 
self-government  to  the  colony  for  any 
length  of  time  is,  I  think,  a  proposal 
which  cannot  be  upheld.  We  have 
in  this  case  a  proof  of  the  delicacy  and  the 
difficulty  of  dealing  with  these  questions 
of  the  treatment  of  natives  in  colonies  pos- 
sessing responsible  self-government  by  the 
Government  at  home.  In  the  case  of  Crown 
colonies  and  colonies  administered  by 
chartered  companies  like  the  British  South 
Africa  Company  the  difficulty  does  not 
arise.  In  those  cases  the  Government  at 
home  has  full  power,  and  therefore  it  is 
right  that  it  should  have  complete  responsi- 
bility. It  can  order  what  it  pleases  and 
what  it  thinks  right,  and,  having  ordered 
it,  it  has  the  power  of  enforcing  it. 
But  in  the  case  of  colonies  with  responsi- 
ble government  the  Colonial  Office  has  no 
power  at  all  as  regards  administration. 
It  cannot  order  anything  to  be  done.  It 
may  express  an  opinion,  but  that  opinion 
has  no  practical  force  whatever  except 
such  as  may  be  allotted  to  it  by  the 
Colonial  Government  out  of  respect — and 
I  am  afraid  this  does  not  often  occur — to 
the  opinion  of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
With  regard  to  legislation,  no  doubt  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  the  power  of  ad- 
vising Her  Majesty  to  withhold  her 
assent  from  Acts  of  the  Colonial  Parlia- 
ments to  which  he  thinks  there  aro 
objections ;  but  the  tendency  of  the 
times,  growing,  I  think,  from  year  to 
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year — and  necessarily,  in  my  judgment, 
growing  from  year  t:>  year — is  that  the 
Colonial  Secretary  should  not  advise  the 
exercise  of  that  power  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  except  in  cases  in   which  an 
Imperial  interest  is  concerned,  or,  at  all 
events,  .in  cases  where  the  matter  is  more 
than  a  purely  local  one.    Therefore,  prac- 
tically, my  Lords,  even  in  that  case  the 
power  of  the  Secretary  of  State  is  not 
great,  and  the  result  is  this,  that  the 
Home  Government  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  are  supposed  to 
be  responsible  for  proceedings  over  which 
they  have  very  little  control.   The  responsi- 
bility is  not  real,  but  to  a  great  extent 
theoretical,  and,  although  I  am  not  about 
to  advocate  the  adoption  of  any  general 
principle  or  any  immediate  steps  in  the 
matter,  I  cannot,  as  the  question  has  been 
raised,  help  expressing  my  belief  that  the 
ultimate  solution  of  this  question  will  be 
found  in  placing  the   management  of 
natives  in  the  territories  of  responsible 
Governments  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
governments  themselves    They  should 
have   the  full  responsibility  —  the  full 
responsibility    before    their   own  Par- 
liament,   and    before    the    public  at 
home — for  anything  they  may  do,  and 
the  present  supposed  responsibility  of 
Downing  Street  should  no  longer  be 
maintained  even  in  public  opinion.  It 
should  be  admitted  that  these  are  ques- 
tions which  must  be  dealt  with  by  the 
local  responsible  Government,  and  must 
be  dealt  with  by  that  Government  upon 
their  own  responsibility  and  at  their  own 
cost. 

The  EARL  of  SELBORNE:  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  allow  me  to  say  one 
or  two  words  in  reply  to  the  observations 
of  the  noble  Marquess.  I  confined  my 
answer  to  the  rather  technical  points 
raised  in  the  question  of  the  noble  Lord. 

The  MARQUESS  of  RIPON :  I  did 
not  mean  to  make  any  complaint. 

The  EARL  of  SELBORNE:  The! 
noble  Marquess  has  taken  the  opportunity  I 
of  introducing  the  subject  in  rather  a 
wider  aspect.    He  has  given  your  Lord-  i 
ships  a  history  of  the  case  as  it  was  up  to 
the  moment  when  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office,  and  with  not  only 
that  statement  of  the  case — as  to  which 
the  noble  Marquess,  of  course,  must  be 


the  best  informed  man  existing — but  also 
with  the  impressions  that  the  sequence  of 
events  had  left  in  his  mind,  I  have  cer- 
tainly no  issue  to  join  with  him.  We  found 
steady  pressure  coming  from  Western 
Australia  to  expunge  from  the  Western 
Australian  Constitution  Act  this  particular 
provision  in  respect  of  the  Aborigines 
Board,  and  I  do  not  think  we  differed  in 
any  degree  from  the  noble  Marquess  in 
thinking  that  the  pressure  for  a  change, 
relating  as  it  did  to  a  provision  in 
the  Act  which  it  was  agreed  could 
not  be  permanent,  was  rather  premature. 
The  pressure,  nevertheless,  continued  to 
increase  rather  than  to  diminish  in 
strength.  It  seemed  to  the  Legislature  of 
Western  Australia  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
a  derogation  of  their  full  rights  of 
responsible  government.  Of  course,  it 
is  not  a  case  in  which  the  Government 
would  wish  to  enter  upon  a  perfectly  use- 
less contest  with  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment, but  Mr.  Chamberlain  felt  that  it 
was  quite  impossible  for  him,  or  for  the 
Government  by  itself,  to  consent  to  such 
a  speedy  change  in  a  provision  that  had 
been  specially  inserted,  after  careful  deli  • 
beration,  in  an  '  Act  of  the  Imperial 
Government.  He  accordingly  said  that 
if  Sir  John  Forrest  and  his  Ministry 
would  make  their  definite  proposals  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  board,  he 
would  lay  those  proposals  before  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  if  Parliament,  which  was 
responsible  for  the  Imperial  Act,  raised 
no  objection,  then  the  Colonial  Office 
would  consent  to  the  change.  Sir  John 
Forrest  did  make  his  proposals,  the  Papers 
were  laid  before  Parliament,  Parliament 
took  no  notice  of  them,  and  accordingly 
Mr.  Chamberlain  admitted  that  there  was 
no  further  reasonable  cause  for  holding 
out  against  the  contention  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Western  Australia.  That,  my 
Lords,  is  the  history  of  the  case  carried 
on  from  the  point  at  which  the  noble 
Marquess  left  it.  It  would  be  presump- 
tuous on  my  part  to  deal  with  those  very 
large  questions  raised  by  the  noble  Mar- 
quess in  connection  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  the  treatment  of  aborigines 
in  colonies  enjoying  the  full  benefit  of 
responsible  government.  According  to 
my  slight  experience,  what  the  noble 
Marquess  has  said  accurately  depicts  the 
difficulties  of  the  Colonial  Office,  but  I 
feel  compelled  to  say  that  there  seems  a 
very  imperfect  understanding  among  some 
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sections  of  the  public,  and  also  among 
sections  of  the  public  Press,  in  this 
connection.  It  is  not  necessary  to  cite 
actual  cases,  but  where  acts,  which  I  do 
•not  criticise,  and  upon  which  I  express  no 
opinion,  in  relation  to  aborigines  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  Government  of  a 
self-governing  country  there  have  been 
frantic  appeals  from  philanthropic  people 
in  this  country  to  the  Colonial  Office  to 
interfere  with  the  Government  of  the  co'ony 
to  which  responsible  government  has  been 
fully  granted.  But  that  is  not  a  possible 
situation  or  a  possible  solution.  When 
we  give  self-government  to  one  of  our 
colonies  it  is  given  for  good  or  for  evil, 
for  a  whole  and  not  for  a  part ;  and  only 
when  general  Imperial  considerations  come 
in,  affecting  the  Empire  as  a  whole,  is 
there  an  opportunity  for  the  Colonial 
Office  to  point  out  to  the  Government  in 
question  how  far  its  Acts  or  proposed 
legislation  are  at  variance  with  the 
interests  of  the  Empire  at  large.  So  far 
as  the  internal  government  of  the  colony 
is  concerned,  whether  the  supposed  Acta 
refer  to  white  or  to  black  men,  it  is  not 
an  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  Colonial 
Office  has  no  power  at  all ;  and  I  will  go 
further  and  say  that  if  the  Colonial  Office 
attempted  to  take  any  share  of  responsi- 
bility on  its  shoulders  in  these  cases  it 
would  produce  more  evil  than  good.  It 
would  cause  immense  friction,  it  would 
probably  fail  in  producing  the  effect  in- 
tended, and  any  influence  that  might  \ 
otherwise  be  brought  to  bear,  by  purely 
private  and  unofficial  representation, 
would  be  rendered  useless.  Therefore  I 
cannot  too  strongly  say  how  heartily  I 
agree  with  the  general  principle  which  has  ; 
been  laid  down  by  the  noble  Marquess. 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  My  Lords,  before  the  House 
adjourns,  I  think  I  ought  to  reply  to  the 
question  which  was  asked  yesterday  by 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of 
Kimberley)  as  to  the  date  when  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  London  Govern- 
ment Bill  will  be  taken.  I  understand 
that  Tuesday  next  will  suit  my  noble 
friend,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  if  ii 
also  suits  noble  Lords  opposite  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  put  the  Bill  down  for  Second 
Reading  on  that  day. 

Earl  of  Selborne. 


The  EARL  of  KIMBERLEY  :  Tues- 
day next  will  suit  us. 

The  MARQUESS  of  SALISBURY: 
Then  it  shall  be  put  down  for  Tuesday. 

House  adjourned  at  five  o'clock  to  Monday 
next,  a  quarter  before  Eleven 
o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  16th  June  1899. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


DARWEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL.  (By  Order). 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DERBY   CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS, 
ETC.)  BILL. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (MONEY) 
BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  TELE- 
PHONES BILL.    (By  Order). 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Friday 
June  30th. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  8). 

GREENOCK  AND  PORT  GLASGOW 
TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

♦Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  I  have  to  move  that  certain 
parties  be  ordered  to  attend  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Greenock  and  Port  Glasgow 
Tramways  Bill  on  Monday.  As  the  cir- 
cumstances are  a  little  unusual  I  wish  to 
explain  why  I  make  the  Motion  instead 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Knutsford,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee.  The  fact  is 
that  the  Committee  have  adjourned  until 
Monday,  and  it  was  only  discovered  to- 
day that  it  would  require  an  Order  of  the 
House  to  enable  the  gentlemen  to  attend 
on  that  day.    In  the  absence  of  the  bon. 
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Member  for  Knutsford  I  take  upon  me  the 
responsibility  which  ordinarily  falls  on 
the  chairman. 

Mr.  James  William  Lowther  informed  the 
House  that  the  Committee  on  Group  8  of 
Railway  and  Tramway  Bills  having  adjourned, 
the  parties  promoting  the  Greenock  and  Port 
Glasgow  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  which  was 
comprised  in  the  Group,  had  appeared  before 
him,  and  proved  that  the  evidence  of  Robert 
Cook,  of  9,  Orangefield  Place,  Greenock,  John 
Daniel  Clink,  of  53,  Octavia  Terrace,  Greenock, 
John  Cameron,  of  46,  Linnart  Street, 
Greenock,  Daniel  M' Arthur  Erskine,  of  Lin- 
nart Grove,  Greenock,  and  Hugh  M'Master,  of 
Port  Glasgow,  was  essential  to  their  case ;  and 
that  their  attendance  oonld  not  be  procured 
without  the  intervention  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  that  Robert  Cook,  John  Daniel 
Clink,  John  Cameron,  Daniel  M'Arthur 
Erskine,  and  Hugh  M'Master  do  attend  the 
Committee  on  Group  8  of  Railway  and  Tram- 
way Bills  upon  Monday  next,  at  half-past 
Eleven  of  the  clock. -(Mr.  James  Wiliam 
Lowther.) 

KINGSCOURT,  KEADY,  AND  ARMAGH 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth.  N.) :  I 
understand  that  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  this  Bill 
is  not  in  his  place,  and  that  some  of  the 
opponents  are  also  not  in  their  places.  I 
beg  to  postpone  my  Motion  for  the  re- 
committal of  the  Bill  till  next  Friday. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  (Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed) ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  ;  Bills,  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  upon  Monday  next. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  (Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed) ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table ;  Bills  to  be  read  the  third 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

MILITARY      LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

Reported,  with  an  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  16)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  18)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  19)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendment ;  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bills  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

BEXHILL  AND   ROTHERFIELD  RAIL- 
WAY BILL. 

INVERNESS  HARBOUR  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Reported,  with  Amendments  j  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

WISHAW  WATER  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported,  without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

BARTON-ON-SEA  WATER  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  BANKS 
GUARANTEE  FUND  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported,  with  Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION   (GAS  AND 
WATER)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

GAINSBOROUGH   URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

DUNDEE  GAS,  STREET  IMPROVE- 
MENTS, AND  TRAMWAYS  BILL.  [Lords.] 

LANARKSHIRE  (MIDDLE  WARD  DIS- 
TRICT) WATER  BILL.  [Lords.] 

LIVERPOOL  OVERHEAD  RAILWAY 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ,  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  13)  BILL. 

Reported  [Provisional  Order  not  con- 
firmed] ;  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
BILL. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  SERVANTS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL 


Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report  J  Petition  from  Sheffield,  in  favour ;  to 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   !  lie  upon  the  Table. 


JONES'S  DIVORCE  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Reported,  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
Divorce  Bills,  without  Amendment;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

JONES'S  DIVORCE  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Ordered,  That  the  MinutesofEvider.ee 
and  Proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  the  Second  Reading  of  Jones's  Divorce 
Bill,  together  with  the  Documents  de- 

S raited  in  the  case,  be  returned  to  the 
ouse  of  Lords ;  and  that  the  Clerk  do 
carry  the  same. — (Mr.  Solicitor-General.) 

DERBY  CORPORATION  WATER  BILL, 
LEICESTER  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL,  AND  SHEFFIELD  CORPORA- 
TION (DERWENT  VALLEY)  WATER 
BILL  CONSOLIDATED  INTO  THE 
"DERWENT  VALLEY  WATER  BILL." 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

FINANCE  BILL, 
NORTH  PEMBROKESHIRE  AND  FISH- 
GUARD RAILWAY  BILL, 

Without  Amendment. 

SHOTLEY     BRIDGE    AND  CONSETT 
DISTRICT  GAS  BILL, 

With  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and 
1888,  relating  to  Crayford,  Halesowen, 
Handsworth,  Lye  and  Wollescote,  and 
Lymington."  [Electric  Lighting  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  14)  Bill.  [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time ;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  237.] 


PETITIONS. 


LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Dumfries  and  Maxwell- 
town,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Dundee ; — 
and  Beath  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL 

Petition  from  Dundee,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POOR   LAW  RELIEF  (DISFRANCHISE- 
MENT). 

Petition  from  Holbeach,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  St.  Andrews,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Sawbridge- 
worth  ; — Great  Yarmouth  ; — and  Wis- 
bech ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 


MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 
Account  presented,— of  the  receipt  and 
expenditure  under  the  Seamen's  Fund 
Winding-up  Act  from  1st  January  to 
31st  December,  1898  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
222.] 

APPOINTMENTS   OPEN  TO  RETIRED 
SOLDIERS. 

Return  ordered,  "  showing  the  number 
of  appointments  which  would  be  open 
to  reserve  and  retired  Soldiers  under 
the  heads  enumerated  as  suitable  in 
Appendix  to  Report  of  Select  Committee 
on  Retired  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Employ- 
ment 1895  ;  the  number  of  Soldiers  now 
holding  such  appointments ;  and  the 
number  of  vacancies  whieh  have  occurred 
in  such  appointments  since  December 
1895,  in  the  following  form : — 


Number  of  Vacaciea  which 

have  occurred  since 
Sat  day  of  December  1896. 


— (Colonel  Long.) 
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PUBLIC  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

Return  ordered,  "of  Net  Public  In- 
come and  Net  Public  Expenditure  under 
certain  specified  heads,  as  represented  by 
Receipts  into  and  Issues  out  of  the 
Exchequer  from  1869-70  to  1898-9,  inclu- 
sive (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  344,  of  Session  1898)."— (Sir 
Henry  Fowler.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
1898  (METHOD  OF  DETERMINING 
AMOUNTS  TO  BE  TAKEN  AS 
HAVING  BEEN  RAISED  IN  STAN- 
DARD YEAR). 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Memorandum  re- 
specting the  method  adopted  in  deter- 
mining the  amounts  of  poor  rate  and 
county  cess  to  be  taken  as  having  been 
raised  during  the  standard  financial 
year  under  Section  49  of  the,  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898."— (Mr. 
Gerald  Balfour.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  232.] 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT  (1892,  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Act, 
1892,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Steadman,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  and  Mr. 
Woods. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT  (1892)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Act, 
1892,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  28th  June,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  238.] 


FIRE  BRIGADES. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alfred  Thomas  be 
discharged  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
Fire  Brigades. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Jones  be 
added  to  the  Committee. — (Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson.) 


QUESTIONS. 


MOUNTAIN   AND  GARRISON 
ARTILLERY.  " 

Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the 
reorganisation  of  the  Royal  Regiment  of 


!  Artillery,  the  right  of  officers  serving 
\  in  the  mounted  and  garrison  branches 
respectively  will  be  re-established. 

!  The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  The  practice  alluded  to  was  at 
all  times  tempered  by  selection  for  Horse 
and  Mountain  Batteries.  It  involved  an 
undesirable  amount  of  complicated  mani- 
pulation, and  was  therefore  abolished  in 
1891.  There  is  no  intention  to  restore 
it. 

RECRUITS'  RATIONS. 
Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  a  recruit  joining  at  a 
regimental  depot  is  put  through  a  severe 
course  of  gymnastic  and  other  training, 
chiefly  in  the  open  air,  for  a  period  of 
three  months :  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  bread  ration,  one  pound  per  diem, 
issued  to  him  is  regarded  as  altogether 
insufficient;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  recently  established  "  mess- 
ing allowance  "  does  not  apply,  would  he 
consider  the  advisability  of  establishing 
an  increased  bread  ration  for  the  recruit 
during  this  period. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  true  that  the 
"  messing  allowance  "  is  not  given  to  a 
recruit,  but  this  only  affects  his  pocket. 
He  shares  with  his  comrades  in  the  addi- 
tional messing,  which  includes  extra 
bread.  But,  in  his  case,  threepence  is 
still  stopped  out  of  his  pay. 

EDWARD  LYNCH'S  PENSION. 

Mr.  HAYDEN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
an  ex-soldior,  named  Edward  Lynch,  who 
was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1881, 
received  no  pension  until  1894,  when  a 
pension  was  granted  and  some  arrears 
paid.  Will  he  explain  why,  since  then, 
the  pension  has  been  discontinued.  And, 
whether  he  will  have  the  case  re-con- 
sidered with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of 
the  pension. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Edward  Lynch 
was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1882, 
and  at  first  was  refused  a  pension,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  informality  in  his 
discharge  documents.  On  reconsidera- 
tion, however,  the  Commissioners  of 
Chelsea  Hospital  granted  him  a  pension 
in  1883.  At  that  time  he  could  not  be 
found  j  but  he  again  applied  in  1894,  and 
was  allowed  to  draw  his  pension  from 
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January,  1892.  The  pension  has  not 
been  discontinued.  The  question  of 
allowing  arrears  from  1882  to  1892  is 
under  consideration. 

THE  CONN  AUGHT  RANGERS  AT 
MEERUT. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  shooting  case  in 
which  four  privates  of  the  Connaugbt 
Rangers  came  into  collision  with  some 
natives  near  Meerut  in  December  last, 
and  which  has  aroused  considerable 
interest  in  India ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  frequent  occurrence  of  such  conflicts 
in  India,  due  to  the  practice  of  British 
soldiers  carrying  firearms  whilst  off  duty, 
he  will  consider  whether  more  stringent 
regulations  are  required  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  peace. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  Tor 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  I  have  seen  with  much  regret  a 
newspaper  report  of  the  occurrence  re- 
ferred to,  and  have  observed  that  it  was 
found  by  the  High  Court  of  the  North- 
western Provinces  that  the  soldiers  acted 
in  self  defence.  As  regards  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  the  Government  of 
India  were  consulted  by  me  last  year,  and 
were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  ground 
for  special  measures.  In  this  opinion  I 
concur.  The  regulations  for  the  grant 
to  soldiers  of  shooting  passes,  which  were 
revised  in  1892  and  1895,  are  already 
very  stringent.  The  hon.  Member  is 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  cases  of  col- 
lision between  British  soldiers  and 
natives  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

OUTRAGE  BY  BRITISH  SOLDIERS  AT 
RANGOON. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  disgraceful  outrage  upon  a  Burmese 
lady,  which  was  committed  by  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  men  of  the  West  Kent 
Regiment  at  Rangoon  on  2nd  April  last ; 
whether  the  civil  authorities  are  power- 
less to  discover  the  culprits  because  the 
soldiers  refuse  to  give  evidence ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  some  forty  men  were 
either  witnesses  of  or  participants  in  the 
outrage,  and  that  the  regimental  autho- 
rities bave  so  far  made  no  arrests  ;  and, 
whether  he  will  cause  an  immediate 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  matter.  As 


the  noble  Lord  answered  a  similar  ques- 
tion last  Tuesday,  perhaps  he  will  kindly 
state  if  any  additional  facts  have  tran- 
spired. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  On  Monday 
last  I  fully  answered  this  question  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Mayo,  and  I  must  refer  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  that  answer.  I  stated  that  every 
means  at  the  disposal  both  of  the  civil 
and  military  authorities  in  Rangoon  would 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
perpetrators  of  this  disgraceful  outrage  to 
justice. 

Mr.  "DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.) :  Is  it  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  allow  this 
regiment  to  remain  at  Rangoon  after  such 
a  cowardly  outrage  1 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  think  that 
question  is  hardly  germane  to  the  ques- 
tion on  the  paper.  A  court  of  inquiry  is 
now  investigating  the  facts,  and  until  its 
report  has  been  received  it  is  impossible 
to  say  what  action  should  be  taken ;  but 
the  occurrence  does  not  reflect  well  on  the 
state  of  discipline  in  the  regiment. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Have  none 
of  the  culprits  been  detected  ? 

LORD  G.  HAMILTON :  One  man  has 
already  been  tried,  and  has  been  acquitted, 
the  judge  concurring  in  the  acquittal.  A 
court  of  inquiry  was  directed  to  be  insti- 
tuted by  the  Government  of  India  in 
order  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  culprits, 
who  have  hitherto  escaped  detection. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.):  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  unfortunate 
woman  who  was  the  victim  of  this  outrage 
is  now  dead  1 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  not 
heard  that. 

CALCUTTA  MUNICIPAL  BILL. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  will  state  whether  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  Bengal  Legislative 
Council  have  submitted  their  Report  upon 
the  Calcutta  Municipal  Bill ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  any  alteration  has  been  made  in 
Section  8  of  the  Bill,  which  reduces  the 
representatives  of  the  town  to  a  minority 
of  four  in  the  proposed  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  twelve ;  and,  whether  he  will 
state  what  course  he  intends  to  adopt 
with  respect  to  the  measure. 
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Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  No  report 
on  the  subject  has  yet  reached  me,  and 
until  I  receive  the  report  and  the  views 
of  the  Government  of  India  upon  the 
subject  I  cannot  state  what  course  may 
be  taken. 

KURDISH  ATROCITIES  IN  ARMENIA. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  seen  a 
telegram  from  Vienna,  dated  Sunday  last, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  Russian  and 
French  Ambassadors  have  raised  a  protest 
against  the  Kurdish  atrocities  in  Armenia, 
which  are  increasing  every  day,  their  Ex- 
cellencies demand  energetic  measures, 
otherwise  Turkey  will  be  held  responsible 
for  the  consequences  ;  and,  in  the  affirma- 
tive case,  will  the  British  Ambassador  at 
Constantinople  be  instructed  to  support 
their  remonstrances  and  representations  to 
the  Porte. 

•The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
BrtODRICK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  No  in- 
formation to  this  effect  has  reached  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  but  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  is  furnished  with  instructions 
which  would  enable  him  to  join  in  any 
well-founded  representations  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

THE    TRANSVAAL   OATH   OF  ALLE- 
GIANCE. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
alteration  of  the  form  of  the  Transvaal 
oath  of  allegiance  by  omitting  therefrom 
an  express  abjuration  of  all  allegiance  to 
any  other  State,  as  suggested  by  Sir 
Alfred  Milner,  will  enable  British  sub- 
jects to  become  naturalised  in  the  South 
African  Republic  without  losing  their 
British  nationality ;  if  not,  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  let  this  be  known  to 
British  subjects  in  the  Transvaal,  so  that 
they  shall  not  unwittingly  lose  their 
British  nationality. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. In  answer  to  the  second  part  I 
have  to  say  that  the  Papers  which  have 
been  published  contain  full  information 
on  the  subject. 


ANTI-BOER  PROPAGANDA. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MACNEILL :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
confirmation  of  the  statement  that  a  body 
calling  itself  the  South  African  Associa- 
tion has  spent  considerable  sums  of  money 
upon  an  anti-Boer  propaganda  in  this 
country  and  Cape  Colony. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No,  Sir. 
THE  NEWFOUNDLAND  FISHERIES. 

Sir  T.  GIBSON  -  CARMICHAEL 
(Edinburgh,  Mid-Lothian) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  upon 
the  Newfoundland  Fisheries,  of  which 
Admiral  Sir  James  Erskine  was  appointed 
chairman,  has  yet  reported  ;  and  whether 
the  desire  which  exists  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Report  is  likely  to  be  gratified 
at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  into  the  Newfoundland 
Fisheries,  of  which  Sir  John  Bramston 
was  Chairman,  has  reported.  It  is  not 
desirable  to  publish  the  Report  until  the 
Departments  concerned  have  had  time  to 
make  their  observations  upon  the  state- 
ments and  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  arrived  at  a  decision  upon 
them  after  consultation  with  the  Colonial 
Government. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state 
approximately  the  time  when  the  Report 
may  be  expected  ? 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  Sir;  but 
I  fear  it  will  be  some  considerable  time. 

ORPHAN    HOMES   OF  SCOTLAND. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate whether  he  is  aware  that  some  1,000 
children  of  school  age,  inmates  of  the 
Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland,  on  which 
over  £200  of  school  rates  were  recently 
paid,  have  received  no  education  for 
nearly  two  months,  owing  to  the  refusal 
of  the  School  Board  to  receive  them ; 
whether  want  of  school  accommodation 
is  the  reason  alleged  for  this  refusal; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  ample  school 
accommodation  exists  in  connection  with 
the  homes,  and  the  use  of  it  has  been 
offered  to  the  School  Board  at  a  very 
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moderate  rent ;  and,  whether  the  Scottish 
Education  Department  intends  taking  any 
steps  to  enforce  the  Law  of  Scotland  as 
to  the  compulsory  education  of  all  children 
of  school  age. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  legal  questions 
connected  with  the  matter  referred  to  in 
the  hon.  Member's  Question  are  now 
under  consideration,  and  it  is  therefore 
impossible  for  me  at  present  to  make  any 
further  statement  regarding  it. 

SCOTTISH  EDUCATION  GRANT. 
DR.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  what  sum  has  been  paid 
to  the  Scottish  Education  Department, 
in  accordance  with  the  promise  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  make  up 
the  difference  between  the  J^ths  and  10s. 
per  child,  from  the  passing  of  the  Free 
Education  Act  till  the  change  of  the 
system. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  sum 
which  the  Treasury,  on  the  representa 
tion  of  the  Scotch  Education  Department, 
agreed  to  pay  in  order  to  make  up  the 
difference  between  JJths  of  the  English 
grant  and  10s.  per  child,  in  respect  of  the 
years  1892  to  1896,  was  £23,875.  Of 
this  £21,000  was  voted  in  1898-99,  and 
£2,875  appears  in  the  present  year's 
Estimates. 

CASE  OF  SARAH  HALE. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney)  had  on  the  paper  the  following 
Question  :  "To  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case 
of  a  domestic  servant,  aged  16,  named 
Sarah  Hale,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  having 
stolen  from  her  mistress  some  small 
articles  of  jewellery,  valued  at  7s.  6d., 
when  charged  with  this  offence  before  the 
Petty  Sessions  at  Moreton-in-Marsh,  and 
was  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison- 
ment, although  it  was  stated  that  she  had 
been  in  one  or  two  situations  previously 
where  there  was  nothing  against  her 
character,  and  that  her  father  and  mother 
were  most  repectable  people ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  her  previous  good  character, 
and  of  the  youth  of  the  girl,  he  could  see 
his  way  to  give  her  the  benefit  of  the  First 
Offenders  Act."  On  its  being  called,  the 
hon.  Member  announced  that  he  had  that 
morning  received  from  the  Home  Secre- 
tary a  letter  intimating  that  the  sentence 


had  been  reduced  to  three  weeks,  and  that 
the  woman  would  be  released  the  next 
day. 

THE   NEW  ECCLESIASTICAL  JUDGE. 

Lord  BALCARRES  (Lancashire, 
Chorley) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Under  Sec- 
retary to  the  Home  Department  a  Ques- 
!  tion  of  which  I  have  given  him  private 
I  notice — whether  the  answer  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  to  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Exchange 
Division  of  Liverpool  yesterday  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  Arthur 
Charles  was  accurate. 

♦Theunder  Secretary  ofstate 

for  the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Jesse  Collinos,  Birmingham,  Bordes- 
ley) :  The  answer  was  not  quite  correct  in 
one  particular — the  statement  that  a  Dean 
of  Arches  is  not  now  appointed.  On  fur- 
ther inquiry  I  find  that  Sir  Arthur 
Charles  has  been  appointed  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  to  the  office  of  Dean 
of  Arches.  In  all  other  respects  the 
answer  is  correct. 

NATIONAL  DEBT  ANNUITIES. 
Mr  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Partick): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Commissioners  of  the  National  Debt  will 
not  receive  applications  or  payments  to 
increase  the  amount  of  existing  annuities 
otherwise  than  personally  ;  whether  he 
will  give  facilities  by  which  payments  to 
increase  an  existing  annuity  may  be  made 
by  post;  and  whether  he  will  provide 
that  the  proprietor  of  an  annuity  may  be 
able  to  give  instructions  that  the  instal- 
ment of  the  annuity  shall  be  retained  and 
applied  to  increase  the  amount  of  the 
annuity  automatically,  as  in  the  case  of 
Consols. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  law  requires  that  the 
purchase-money  for  an  annuity  must  be 
paid  by  the  purchaser  or  his  agent  to  the 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and,  of 
course,  any  banker  can  act  as  an  agent. 
I  could  not  therefore  legally  take  the 
course  suggested  in  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  Question.  As  to  the  last  paragraph, 
I  think  that  it  must  be  a  very  rare  thing 
indeed  for  the  proprietor  of  an  annuity  to 
desire  to  increase  it  by  the  application  of 
instalments  of  the  annuity  to  that  pur- 
pose, and  without  some  greater  evidence 
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of  demand  for  it  I  should  not  feel  justified 
in  proposing  to  the  Bank  of  England  such 
an  extension  of  the  system  of  automatic 
investment  of  dividends  in  Consols. 

THE  INNISKEEN  RAILWAY 
ACCIDENT. 

Mr.  MACALEE3E :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  can  say  if  the  management  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  (Ireland)  has,  so 
far,  taken  any  step3  to  carry  out  the 
suggestions  as  to  improvements  on  their 
line  near  Culloville,  made  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Addison,  on  the  6th  April  last, 
in  his  report  upon  the  accident  to  a  cattle 
train  at  Inniskeen. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
The  railway  company  have  not  taken 
any  steps,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  are 
still  in  communication  with  them. 

ALLEGED  OUTRAGE  ON  THE  GREAT 
WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Mr,  SCHWANN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  out- 
rage committed  by  a  sailor  of  H.M.S. 
Terrible  on  a  fellow  passenger,  travel- 
ling on  the  Great  Western  9.30  express 


train  at  6.40  a.m. ;  that  no  representation 
was  made  to  the  company  that  the  com- 
munication cord  failed  to  act,  in  fact  it 
was  tested  at  Landore  and  Cardiff  during 
the  journey  and  found  to  be  in  good 
working  order  ;  that  one  of  the  men  who 
complained  had  a  few  soratches  on  his 
face,  and  from  the  statement  made  by  a 
passenger  in  the  same  compartment  the 
affair  was  of  a  trivial  character — one  man 
being  as  much  to  blame  as  the  other. 
With  regard  to  the  death  of  the  man 
Anderson  it  appears  that  he  and  two  com- 
panions— all  being  discharged  sailors — 
were  passengers  from  Cardiff  to  London 
by  the  6.30  p.m.  express  from  New  Mil- 
ford  on  May  23rd  ;  that  when  the  ticket's 
were  examined  at  Chepstow  nothing  was 
amiss  beyond  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
men  could  not  find  his  ticket,  but  that  on 
arrival  at  Gloucester,  Anderson  was  found 
to  be  dead  from  a  wound  in  the  neck ; 
that  the  men  were  apparently  under  the 
influence  of  liquor,  and  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  disturbance  or  fight 
having  taken  place. 

SCOTTI8H  LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPERS. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  can  state  when  a  reply 
will  be  given  to  the  memorial  of  the 


from  Swansea  to  Paddington,  a  few  days  I  Scottish  lighthouse  keepers  ;  whether  it 


ago,  when  it  is  said  the  communication 
cord  was  not  in  order,  and  it  was  there- 
fore impossible  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  guard  ;  whether  he  would  communi- 
cate with  the  authorities  of  the  Great 
Western  Railway  with  a  view  to  a  more 
careful  scrutiny  of  communication  cords 
on  making  up  their  trains  at  their 
respective  starting  places ;  and  is  he 
aware  that  a  man  named  Anderson  was 
killed  in  the  same  train  two  days  before 
the  assault  referred  to  above. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  have  communicated 
with  the  company,  and  have  received  a 
reply  in  which  they  state  that  there  is  no 
such  train  as  the  9.30  express  from  Swan- 
sea to  Paddington  ;  that  on  the  arrival  at 
Swindon  at  3.5  a.m.,  on  May  27th,  of  the 
7  p.m.  excursion  train  from  New  Milford 
to  London,  a  passenger  complained  to  the 
inspector  on  duty  that  he  had  been 
assaulted  by  a  fellow-passenger  and  that 
on  the  police  being  sent  for  each  passenger 
preferred  a  charge  of  assault  against  the 
other.  The  police  thereupon  declined  to 
act,  and  the  two  men  remained  at  Swindon, 
ultimately  coming  to  London  by  the  next 


is  proposed  to  have  a  retiring  allowance 
to  the  Scottish  keepers  on  the  same  basis 
as  that  given  to  the  Irish  and  English 
keepers  ;  and  whether  the  conditions  as 
to  holiday  leave  now  obtaining  in  England 
and  Ireland  will  be  extended  to  Scotland. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  am  informed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses 
that  a  circular  intimating  increase  of  pay 
to  the  lighthouse  keepers  was  issued  last 
week.  The  retiring  allowance  to  the 
Scottish  lighthouse  keepers  is  and  will 
continue  to  be  on  the  same  basis  as  that 

f ven  to  the  Irish  and  English  keepers, 
have  been  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  they  propose  to  put  their 
keepers  on  the  same  footing  in  the  matter 
of  holidays  as  the  keepers  in  the  sister 
services  are  on. 

CIRCULAR  POSTAGE. 
Mr.  EDWARD  BARRY  (Cork  Co.,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whether  the  cost  of  the  postage 
of  circulars  is  the  same  in  Bandon  and 
Clone ;  and,  if  not,  will  steps  be  taken  to 
make  the  cost  identical  in  both  places. 
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The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  Circulars  which  conform  to  the 
Book  Post  Regulations  are  transmissible 
at  the  halfpenny  rate  of  postage  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom.  If  a  higher 
rate  has  been  charged  at  either  of  the 
places  mentioned  this  must  have  been  due 
to  some  misunderstanding,  and  the  Post- 
master-General will  be  obliged  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  furnish  him  with  par- 
ticulars. 

THE  MOY  POSTMASTERSHIP. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  on  what  conditions  Mr.  J.  Mor- 
rison, Postmaster  of  Moy,  county  Tyrone, 
was  granted  permission  to  become  a  can- 
didate for  the  Petty  Sessions  Clerkship 
of  Moy ;  and  whether  it  is  competent  for 
a  Civil  Servant  to  hold  two  Government 
appointments ;  and,  if  so,  why,  when 
permission  was  granted  to  Mr.  Morrison 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Petty 
Sessions  Clerkship,  it  was  not  permitted 
to  the  Petty  Sessions  Clerk  at  Pomeroy 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Post  Office, 
which  recently  became  vacant. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  It  is  the  fact  that , 
the  Postmaster  of  Moy  received  permis- 
sion several  years  ago  to  become  a  candi- 
date for  the  position  of  Petty  Sessions 
Clerk,  and  this  permission  was  recently 
renewed  to  him.  The  permission  will 
not  be  granted  in  any  future  case.  As  a 
general  rule  it  is  not  considered  desirable 
to  appoint  as  Postmaster  or  Sub-Post- 
master persons  who  hold  the  position  of 
Petty  Sessions  Clerk,  and  the  Petty 
Sessions  Clerk  at  Pomeroy,  who  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Sub-Postmastership , 
was  not  selected  for  the  appointment. 

COST  OF  POSTCARDS. 
Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  -  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  United 
Kingdom  is  the  only  place  in  which  post- 
cards cost  more  than  the  stamp  they 
bear  ;  and  whether  at  an  early  date  the 
original  practice  of  selling  postcards  at 
their  face  value  will  be  put  into  effect. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  United  King- 
dom is  not  the  only  place  in  which  post- 
cards cost  more  than  the  stamp  they  bear. 
There  are  a  few  other  countries  in  which 


that  is  the  case.  I  cannot  hold  out  any 
hope  that  it  will  be  possible  to  make  any 
change  in  the  price  of  inland  postcards  in 
this  country. 

FERRYBANK  POSTMASTERSHIP. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  a  post  office  has  yet  been  selected 
and  a  postmaster  appointed  at  Ferrybank, 
Arklow ;  whether  he  can  say  who  has 
|  been  appointed  and  where  the  office  is 
j  situated ;  and,  whether,  before  making 
the   selection    of   the    office  and  ap- 
i  pointing  a  postmaster,   due  considera- 
'  tion  was  given  to  a  memorial  signed  by 
j  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Ferrybank 
I  urging  certain  premises  as  most  suitable 
and   convenient   to    the  people  to  be 
served  by  the  said  post  office,  and  in 
I  favour  of  Mr.  Patrick  Bradford  as  the 
!  most  suitable  person  to  have  charge  of 
I  the  office. 

■  Mr.  HANBURY:  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  opening  a  post-office  at 
the  premises  of  the  Arklow  Stores, 
Ferrybank,  Arklow,  and  Mr.  E.  Seward 
(manager  of  the  provision  department  at 
the  stores)  has  been  appointed  sub-post- 
master. The  premises  on  which  the  post- 
office  has  been  placed  were  reported  to  be 
the  only  ones  suitable,  and  the  selection 
had  been  already  made  when  the 
memorial  respecting  Mr.  Patrick  Bradford 
was  received. 

SUB-POSTMASTERS'  PAY. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  if 
scales  of  payment  are  furnished  to  sub- 
postmasters  ;  and,  if  so,  are  they  binding 
alike  on  both  the  Department  and  sub- 
postmaster  ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
of  the  fact  that  sub-postmasters  have 
been  working  the  telephone  on  behalf  of 
the  Post  Office  for  over  two  years,  and 
that  they  cannot  obtain  satisfaction  as  to 
when  payment  will  be  made,  or  according 
to  what  scale ;  if  so,  will  he  take  steps  to 
immediately  alter  this  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  Scales  of  payment 
are  furnished  to  Sub-Postmasters  on 
application.  Under  ordinary  conditions 
they  are  binding  alike  on  the  Department 
and  the  Sub-Postmaster.  The  Postmaster- 
General  is  aware  of  the  fact  stated  in  the 
second  partDgptdttlg^pjgI^Iember's 
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question.  The  question  of  the  scale 
of  remuneration  for  telephone  work  has 
been  under  his  consideration  for  some 
time,  and  he  hopes  that  he  will  very 
shortly  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
which  will  be  satisfactory  to  the  officers 
concerned. 

DUBLIN  POSTMEN'S  GRIEVANCES. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  assistant  postmen  at  Dublin, 
who  were  previously  of  the  telegraph 
messengers'  class,  and  are  between  the 
ages  of  18  and  21  years,  have  been  dis- 
missed the  service  because  they  have 
failed  to  reach  the  fixed  standard  of 
weight  for  appointments ;  and,  whether 
he  would  advise  the  reinstatement  of 
these  lads,  in  consideration  of  their  service 
(in  most  cases  six  years),  with  a  view  to 
their  qualification  at  a  future  date,  when 
they  are  fully  grown,  and  that  others  of 
this  class,  who  are  under  notice  of 
dismissal,  may  be  retained  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Mr.  H  ANBURY  :  There  have  recently 
been  five  candidates  in  Dublin  for  the 
situation  of  postman  as  to  whose  physical 
qualifications  doubts  have  been  raised. 
One  of  them  has  been  definitely  rejected 
not  only  on  account  of  his  being  below  the 
usual  standard  of  weight  and  height,  but 
on  account  of  deafness.  The  other  cases 
are  still  under  consideration,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  decision  will  be  arrived  at 
very  shortly. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  why 
the  boot  allowance  and  sick  pay  recom- 
mended by  the  Tweedmouth  Committee 
to  all  assistant  postmen,  and  to  old 
auxiliaries  who  were  performing  five 
hours'  duty  previous  to  1897,  are  not 
being  paid  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster- 
General  finds  that  through  some  mis- 
understanding the  allowances  in  ques- 
tion have  not  been  paid  to  12  men 
attached  to  the  Dublin  Office.  The  matter 
has  now  been  put  right. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  will 
he  explain  why  old  auxiliaries  at  Dublin, 


with  a  telegraph  messenger  and  postman 
service  ranging  as  high  as  26  years,  who 
have  been  performing  full  time  duties, 
have  been  informed  that  their  services  can 
be  dispensed  with  at  any  moment,  in  view 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Tweed- 
mouth  Committee,  that  in  making  changes 
in  the  auxiliary  class  the  rights  of  exist- 
ing holders  should  be  carefully  preserved. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  men  to  whom 
the  question  is  understood  to  refer  are 
ineligible  for  appointment  to  established 
situations,  and  they  have  been  informed 
that  they  will  be  allowed  to  continue  as 
auxiliaries  on  the  understanding  that 
their  retention  will  give  them  no  claim  to 
advancement,  and  that  their  services  may 
be  dispensed  with  at  any  time  when  the 
interests  of  the  service  require  it.  The 
men  are,  it  is  true,  now  performing  full 
time  duties,  but  this  is  a  temporary 
arrangement,  and  they  will  probably  soon 
have  to  fall  back  upon  their  usual  short 
time  duties. 

SUPERIOR  APPOINTMENTS  IN  THE 
IRISH   POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  if 
he  can  state  how  many  officials  of  the 
Post  Office  service  have  l>een  appointed 
since  1st  June,  1892,  to  situations  in  the 
Irish  Post  Office  service  carrying  salaries 
in  excess  of  £360  a  year ;  and  if  he  can 
also  state  how  many  Irish  postal  officials 
have  been  appointed  during  the  same 
period  to  similar  situations  in  the  English 
postal  service. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  number  of 
situations  in  the  Post  Office  service  in 
Ireland  carrying  salaries  in  excess  of 
£360  a  year  to  which  appointments  have 
been  made  since  1st  June,  1892,  is  32. 
By  "Irish  postal  officials"  the  hon. 
Member  is  understood  to  mean  officers 
employed  in  the  Post  Office  in  Ireland, 
and  the  number  of  these  appointed  during 
the  same  period  to  similar  situations  in 
the  Post  Office  in  England  and  Scotland 
is  five. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  re- 
presenting the  Postmaster  -  General, 
whether  the  situation  of  chief  clerk  and 
acting  inspector  of  mails  in  the  General 
Post  Office,  Dublin,  with  a  salary  rising 
from  £600  to  £800  a  year,  is  expected  to 
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become  shortly  vacant ;  whether,  in  filling 
the  anticipated  vacancy,  the  qualifications 
of  officers  of  the  Irish  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice will  be  fully  considered,  and,  if  these 
qualifications  be  found  equal  to  those  of 
other  officers  not  connected  with  the  Irish 
service,  the  Irish  officers  will  have  the 
first  claim  to  the  vacant  appointment; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  the  discontent 
existing  throughout  the  Irish  Post  Office 
service  at  the  non-promotion  of  deserving 
Irish  officers  to  the  higher  situations  in 
Ireland,  the  Postmaster-General  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the  entire 
papers  on  which  these  appointments  have 
been  made  since  1st  June,  1892. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  answer  to  the 
first  and  second  paragraphs  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Postmaster-General  is  not  prepared 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
papers  to  which  reference  is  made.  Such 
papers  must  necessarily  be  treated  as 
confidential. 

BERKHAMPSTEAD  NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  TREVELYAN  ( York,W.  R.  Elland): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Cou  ncil  on  Education  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  on  Ascension  Day  the  children  and 
teachers  of  the  National  Schools  at  Berk- 
hampstead  were  taken  to  a  service  in  the 

Earish  church  ;  whether  the  service  was 
eld  during  school  hours  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Department  has  the  power 
to  interfere  to  prevent  the  practice  in 
future;  and  whether  any  attempt  was  made 
to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  parents  of  the 
scholars  to  their  being  taken  from  school 
to  attend  this  service. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  The  answer  to  the  first  ques- 
tion is  in  the  negative.  With  regard  to 
the  attendunce  of  children  at  church 
services,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my 
answer  to  a  similar  question  on  February 
23rd. 

SOUTH  KENSINGTON  MUSEUM  (ART 
BRANCH). 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  if  he  will 
state  the  name  of  the  gentleman  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  position  of  assistant  in 


the  South  Kensington  Museum  (Art 
Branch),  following  the  Civil  Service  ex- 
amination held  in  December  last ;  and  if 
he  will  inquire  of  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
missioners why  the  practice  of  announcing 
the  result  of  the  examination  in  the 
Gazette  was  departed  from  in  such 
case. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  name  of  the 
gentleman  appointed  was  Mr.  Herbert 
Caleb  Andrews.  I  have  no  authority 
over  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AT  LIVERPOOL 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  has  received  a  communication 
from  the  City  of  Liverpool  and  District 
Butchers'  Association  remonstrating 
against  the  appointment  of  a  meat 
inspector  who  is  not  qualified  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  circular  ;  and  whether  he  will  con- 
sider this  appointment  and  communicate 
with  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  have  received 
a  communication  from  the  association 
referred  to  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  meat  inspector  at  Liverpool 
and  I  have  made  inquiry  on  the  subject. 
I  am  informed  that  the  officer  appointed 
holds  a  certificate  of  competency  as  a 
Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
stitute, and  that  before  making  the 
appointment  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Liverpool  City  Council  satisfied  them- 
selves that  the  officer  possessed  the  neces- 
sary knowledge  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  office.  It  is  added  that  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Committee  are 
convinced  that  his  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject of  meat  inspection  is  amply  sufficient 
to  justify  his  acting  as  meat  inspector. 

STATE  AID  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Mr,  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  introducing  a  measure  to  grant  State 
aid  to  the  blind  upon  similar  conditions 
to  those  afforded  by  European  Govern- 
ments. 
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Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  afraid  I  can  add  I  increased  it  from  Is.  to  Is.  8d.  If  and 
nothing  to  the  answer  given  by  my  right  when  the  local  circumstances  which 
hon.  friend  tho  Home  Secretary  to  a  |  governed  the  Board's  decision  as  regards 
similar  question  on  Monday  last.  Any  !  this  fee  have  altered  the  Board  will  be 
such  measure  as  that  suggested  would  not  j  quite  prepared  to  reconsider  the  matter, 
come  within  the  province  of  the  Local 

Government  Board.  KILDARE  STREET  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  library  in  Kildare 
Street  is  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Ne>v 
Irish  Department  ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
adequate  arrangements  regarding  finance 
and  exports  will  be  made. 


PUBLIC  VACCINATION  AT  READING. 

Mr.  PALMER  (Reading) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  tho  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Reading  Board  of  Guardians  offered  pro- 
visionally, under  the  Vaccination  Act, 
1898,  a  scale  of  remuneration  to  the 
public  vaccinator,  to  extend  over  a  period 
of  six  months,  with  the  object  of  gather- 
ing from  experience  some  idea  of  the 
actual  amount  of  work  involved  under  the 
new  regulations,  and  with  the  avowed 
intention,  as  soon  as  this  experience  had 
been  obtained,  of  revising  such  scale  if 
found  necessary,  so  as  to  afford  adequate 
remuneration  to  the  officer,  such  revised 
scale  to  have  retrospective  effect ;  and 
why  the  Local  Government  Board  over- 
ruled the  proposals  of  the  Guardians,  and 
fixed  up  a  scale  of  remuneration  in  excess 
of  that  which  the  officer  asked  the 
Guardians  for,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
assurance  of  the  Guardians  that  they 
were  desirous  of  awarding  adequate  re- 
muneration to  their  officer  as  soon  as  they 
wert  in  a  reasonable  position  to  gauge 
the  amount  of  work  involved  and  the 
probable  value  of  the  services  rendered. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  The  Guardians  of  the 
Reading  Union  offered  a  scale  of  remune- 
ration to  the  public  vaccinator  as  stated 
in  the  question.  He  declined,  however, 
to  accept  the  fee  for  successful  vaccina- 
tion which  was  offered,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  insufficient.  No  agreement 
having  been  come  to  between  the 
Guardians  and  the  public  vaccinator,  it 
devolved  on  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  determine  the  fees  to  be  paid  to  him. 
The  Board  delined  to  raise  the  fees  which 
the  Guardians  had  offered  for  successful 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination.  But  as 
regards  the  remaining  fee,  it  appeared  to 
them,  having  regard  to  the  default  in 
administering  the  Vaccination  Acts  in  the 
Union  in  the  past,  that,  unless  a  change 
took  place  in  this  respect,  the  Public 
Vaccinator  would  not  be  adequately 
remunerated  for  the  work  which  he  is 
bound  to  perform  if  this  fee  was  fixed  at 
the  minimum,  and  they  consequently 
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The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  The  library  in  Kildare  Street 
is  at  present  under  the  Science  and  Art 
Department,  and  under  Section  2  of  the 
Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
Bui  would  be  transferred  to  the  new 
Department.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  clearly 
apprehend  the  last  paragraph  of  the  ques- 
tion, but  as  it  appears  to  refer  to  details 
of  administration,  it  would  be  premature 
to  make  any  statement  on  the  subject. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SCIENCE, 
DUBLIN. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick  Divi- 
sion of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  when  the  sum 
allocated  for  the  buildings  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Science  in  Dublin  will  be  avail- 
able, and  when  the  work  will  be  com- 
menced; whether  the  Department  will 
be  under  Irish  control ;  and,  whether  it 
is  intended  to  be  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Industries. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot  at 
present  make  any  statement  in  reply  to 
the.  first  paragraph,  except  that  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  sum  has  been  allocated 
for  the  purpose  mentioned.  If  the  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction  Bill 
becomes  law,  the  Royal  College  of 
Science  would  be  transferred  to  the  new 
Department. 

MONAGHAN  UNION  MEDICAL 
OFFICER. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
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Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  misunderstanding,  threaten- 
ing to  have  serious  consequences  for  the 
poor,  is  at  present  existing  between  the 
Monaghan  Poor  Law  Guardians  and  the 
Local  Government  Board  regarding  the 
appointment  of  a  doctor  to  the  electoral 
divisions  of  Bragan,  Derrygorry,  and 
Sbanmullagh,  recently  transferred  from 
the  Clogher  to  the  'Monaghan  Union ; 
and  that  the  Guardians  have  appointed  a 
temporary  doctor  for  three  months ; 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  insist  that  there  is  no  vacancy, 
as  Dr.  Phillips  holds  the  position  of 
medical  officer  for  the  three 
divisions  named,  he  will  state  when 
Dr.  Phillips  received  this  appoint- 
ment, and  by  whom  was  he  appointed  ; 
is  he  aware  that  Dr.  Phillips  resides  in 
Aughnacloy,  twelve  miles  or  so  of  a  rough 
mountainons  country  divided  from  one 
portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  divisions, 
entailing  in  many  cases  a  journey  of 
twenty-four  miles  upon  persons  requiring 
the  services  of  the  doctor ;  and  that  the 
Rev.  P.  Callan,  the  parish  priest  of  the 
district,  has  written  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  pointing  out  the  extent  to 
which  the  poor  will  be  sufferers  by  the 
proposed  plan,  and  respectfully  asking  to 
have  the  five  units  of  Truagh  erected  into 
a  dispensary  district,  with  a  resident 
medical  officer ;  and  will  he  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  permission  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  this  proposal. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  Aughna- 
cloy dispensary  district  of  the  Clogher 
Union,  of  which  Dr.  Phillips  has  been 
medical  officer  since  the  year  1888, 
formerly  consisted  of  the  three  electoral 
divisions  named  in  the  first  paragraph, 
together  with  the  divisions  of  Aughnacloy 
and  Tullyvar.  By  an  Order  of  the  Local 
•Government  Board,  dated  the  25th  of 
Octcber  last,  the  former  three  divisions 
were  transferred  to  the  Monaghan  Union, 
whilst  the  two  latter  divisions  remained  in 
the  Clogher  Union,  and  each  of  these 
groups  of  divisions  was  constituted  a 
separate  dispensary  district,  to  continue,  as 
heretofore,  in  charge  of  the  medical  officer, 
Dr.  Phillips.  As  regards  the  third  para- 
graph, the  arrangements  which  previously 
existed  with  respect  to  medical  attend- 
ance on  the  sick  poor  throughout  these 
five  divisions  worked  satisfactorily,  and 
these  arrangements,  as  stated,  remain 
unaltered.    The  Board  have  been  advised 

Mr.  Macaleese. 


that  Dr.  Phillips  continues  to  hold  the 
medical  officership  of  his  former  district, 
notwithstanding  that  portion  of  it  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Monaghan  Union 
and  formed  into  a  separate  district,  and 
the  Board  do  not  consider  that  sufficient 
grounds  exist  to  warrant  them  in  sanc- 
tioning the  appointment  of  a  second 
medical  officer  for  the  district,  and  thus 
place  additional  expense  upon  the  rate- 
payers. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  In  which  Union 
does  the  doctor  now  act  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  In  both. 

Mr.  T.  M  HEALY :  And  will  he  be 
entitled  to  a  pension  from  each  1 

No  answer  was  given. 

REVISED  VALUATIONS. 

Mr.  EDWARD  BARRY  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  notices  are 
given  to  parties  whose  valuations  are  re- 
vised ;  and,  if  not,  will  steps  be  taken  to 
facilitate  their  right  of  appeal  by  giving 
such  notices  in  future. 

MR..G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Under  the 
Valuation  Acts,  as  amended  by  the  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  it  is  provided 
that  on  the  receipt  of  the  revised  valua- 
tion lists  the  secretaries  of  the  county 
councils  and  clerks  of  the  urban  district 
councils  shall  give  public  notice  stating 
where  and  when  these  lists  may  be  in- 
spected, and  that  they  will  be  open  for 
public  inspection  for  twenty-one  days. 

AGRICULTURAL  GRANT   FOR  CO. 
ROSCOMMON. 

Mr.  HAYDEN:  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, whether,  in  estimating  the  amount 
of  the  Agricultural  Grant  for  the  County 
Roscommon,  the  Local  Government  Board 
took  into  account  the  special  circumstances 
brought  under  its  notice  by  the  grand 
jury  of  that  county  in  regard  to  the 
county  cess  in  the  standard  year ;  whether 
the  Suck  drainage  tax  has  been  treated 
as  an  excluded  charge,  and,  if  so,  under 
what  authority  this  has  been  done; 
whether  credit  has  been  given  to  the 
county  for  the  county  cess  relating  to  the 
portions  of  Galway  and  Mayo  added  to 
the  administrative  County  of  Roscommon ; 
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and  whether  he  will  instruct  the  Local  I 
Government  Board  to  supply  the  County  I 
Council  with  the  facts  and  figures  upon  I 
which  the  calculation  was  based. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  answer 
to  each  of  the  inquiries  in  the  first  para- 
graph is  in  the  affirmative.    The  amount 
deducted  under  the  provision  with  respect 
to  excluded  charges  from  the  Agricultural 
Grant  to  Roscommon  in  respect  of  the 
Suck  drainage  charges  was  about  £100. 
The  Commissioner  of  Valuation  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Suck  Drainage  Act  of 
1889,  under  which  these  charges  arise, 
comes  within  the  description  given  in  the 
latter  part  of  Section  57,  Sub-section  6 
(1)  of  the  Local  Government  Act  of  last 
year.   With  regard  to  the  second  para- 
graph, I  propose,  as  already  stated,  to  lay  . 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  a  general  i 
memorandum  explaining   the  methods  j 
adopted  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  basis  on  , 
which  the  amounts  of  the  Grant  have  been  I 
calculated.  i 

i 

BALROTHERY  COUNTY  CESS. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  directed  to  a  corre- 
spondence which  has  taken  place  between 
the  Balrothery  Rural  District  Council, 
county  of  Dublin,  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  reference  to  the  standard 
rate  of  county  cess  certified  for  that  dis- 
trict ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  grand 
jury  records  show  that  whereas  the 
standard  rate  referred  to  has  been  certi- 
fied to  be  Is.  11  Id.  in  the  pound,  the 
county  cess  actually  paid  in  the  standard 
year  was  considerably  higher  in  three  out 
of  the  four  baronies  of  which  the  district 
consists,  reaching  in  one  barony  the  figure 
of  38.  3d.  in  the  pound  ;  and,  if  so,  what 
is  the  explanation  of  the  standard  rate 
being  so  low ;  and  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board,  in  view  of  the  duty 
cast  upon  it  to  correct  mistakes  in  its 
certificates  of  standard  rates  in  the  event 
of  any  mistakes  being  pointed  out  to  it, 
is  entitled  to  refuse  information  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  arrived  at 
the  result  of  which  complaint  is  made. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  been  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  Balrothery  Rural 
District  Council  relative  to  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  Council  as  to  county 


cess  in  the  standard  year.  The  Board 
have  not  refused  to  afford  the  Council  any 
information  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have 
explained  to  the  Council  that  the  state- 
ments contained  in  their  resolution  of  the 
17th  ultimo  were  incorrect,  as  the 
baronies  of  Balrothery  East  and  West, 
which  comprise  three-fifths  of  the  whole 
valuation  of  the  rural  district,  had  a 
county  cess  in  the  standard  year  of  only 
Is.  7£d.  and  Is.  5d.  respectively,  while 
the  portion  of  Coolock,  of  which  barony 
the  cess  was  taken  at  3s.  31d.,  had  a 
valuation  of  only  one-seventh  of  that  of 
the  whole  district.  The  standard  rate  of 
county  cess  in  the  Balrothery  rural 
district  is  certified  by  the  Board  to  be 
Is.  ll^d. 

CELTIC  LANGUAGE  IN  IRISH 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  there  is  a  very 
strong  feeling  held  by  public  bodies  and 
the  people  generally  against  the  recent 
rules  of  the  Intermediate  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, which  have  reduced  the  number  of 
works  in  Celtic  from  600  to  500;  and 
whether,  owing  to  the  successful  efforts 
now  being  made  in  several  portions  of 
Ireland  to  revive  the  Irish  language,  the 
Intermediate  Board  of  Education  will  place 
Celtic  on  the  same  level  as  French  and 
German. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  reduc- 
tion from  600  to  500  in  the  number  of 
marks  assigned  to  Celtic  was  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Intermediate  Education 
in  the  programme  of  examination  for 
1897.  The  reduction  was  made  by  the 
Commissioners  after  full  consideration, 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  they  propose  to 
again  modify  their  rules  in  the  sense 
indicated  in  the  question.  The  matter  is 
entirely  one  for  them  to  decide. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  May  I  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  accept  the 
opinion  of  the  public  of  Ireland,  who  think 
they  are  being  very  unfairly  treated  in 
this  matter  ? 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I. have  no 
authority  in  the  matter. 

TITHE   RENT-CHARGE  REDEMPTION 
IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  SMITH-BARRY  (Huntingdon- 
shire, Huntingdon) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
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Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  cases  where  the 
payers  of  annual  instalments  in  lieu  of 
tithe  rent-charge  desired  to  redeem  the 
remaining  instalments  (or  were  compelled 
to  do  so  in  sales  under  the  Irish  Land 
Purchase  Acts),  the  redemption  price  has 
hitherto  been  calculated  with  reference 
to  the  capital  sum  which  would  ultimately 
be  realised  if  the  instalments  of  £4  9s. 
per  cent,  were  paid  for  52  years,  or 
with  reference  to  the  capital  value  of  the 
rent-charge  estimated  at  22i  years'  pur- 
chase thereof,  or  how  otherwise.  At  what 
rate  of  interest  was  the  sinking  fund 
estimated  to .  have  accumulated  in  such 
cases ;  and  have  the  payers  of  Church 
perpetuity  rents  lost  their  right  of  peri- 
odical revision  owing  to  the  recent 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Ireland 
in  the  case  of  Regina  (Metge)  v.  the 
Justices  of  Meath. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  In  cases  where 
the  payers  of  instalments  created  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  7th 
Section  of  the  Irish  Church  Act  Amend- 
ment Act,  1872,  apply  voluntarily  to 
redeem  the  outstanding  instalments,  the 
redemption  money  is  calculated  so  as  to 
ascertain  the  capital  value,  at  the  date 
fixed  for  redemption,  of  the  instalments 
then  remaining  unpaid,  the  term  being 
taken  at  52  years.  The  section  of  the 
statute  referred  to  fixes  such  annual  sum 
at  £4  9s.  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  money 
of  the  tithe  rent  charge  ascertained  as 
in  the  section  provided,  and  an  annuity 
of  £4  9s.  per  cent.,  payable  for  52 
years,  implies  interest  at  the  rate  of 
£3  16s.  3£d.  per  cent.  Where  such 
annuities  are  redeemed  compulsorily  in 
land  purchase  cases  the  redemption  is 
now  carried  out  under  Section  37  (2)  of 
the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  of  1896,  and 
the  term  is  taken  at  45  years.  The  rate 
of  interest  involved  in  a  term  of  45 
years  is  £3  10s.  per  cent.  The  case 
referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
question  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Land 
Commission,  deprived  the  payer  of 
Church  perpetuity  rents  of  the  right  of 
revision. 

FAIR  RENTS  IN  COUNTY  CAVAN. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
complaint  has  been  made  to  him  by 
tenants  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bally- 


connell  and  Belturbet,  in  county  Cavan, 
on  the  delay  in  hearing  first  and  second 
term  applications  to  fix  fair  rents ;  when 
the  next  Sub-Commission  is  fixed  to  sit  in 
Cavan ;  and  whether  he  will  expedite 
hearings  by  making  representations  to  the 
Land  Commissioners. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  A  list  con- 
taining 215  cases  from  the  Union  of 
Bawnboy,  which  embraces  the  electoral 
division  of  Ballyconnell,  was  commenced 
in  December  last  and  completed  in  the 
early  part  of  last  month.  It  is  probable 
that  a  further  list  for  that  district  will  be 
issued  in  the  course  of  the  next  couple  of 
months.  A  Sub-Commission  has  been 
engaged  for  a  considerable  time  during 
the  past  two  years  in  the  disposal  of  cases 
from  the  Union  of  Cavan,  within  which 
Belturbet  is  situate,  and  sittings  will  be 
held  at  Cavan  on  the  20th,  21st,  and 
22nd  instant  for  the  hearing  of  further 
cases  which  appear  in  a  list  recently 
issued,  and  which  list  contains  cases  from 
the  locality  of  Belturbet.  Every  endeavour 
is  being  made  to  dispose  of  fair  rent 
cases  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 

PROMOTION   IN    THE    ROYAL  IRISH 
CONSTABULARY. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  any  examina- 
tion for  the  promotion  of  head  constables 
from  that  rank  to  district  inspectorship 
in  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  has 
recently  been  held ;  if  so,  how  many 
candidates  were  there,  and  what  was  the 
result;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
County  Longford  two  cadets  have  been, 
after  a  very  brief  training,  recently  taken 
from  the  depot  and  placed  in  charge  of 
important  stations;  will  he  state  what 
qualification  either  possessed  for  the 
position,  and  who  nominated  them ;  and 
will  he  see  that  arrangements  are  made 
to  place  in  command  men  who  know 
better  the  people  amongst  whom  they 
operate. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  No  exam- 
ination of  head  constables  for  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  district  inspector  has 
recently  been  held,  the  full  proportion  of 
promotions,  that  is  to  say  one-half,  having 
been  given  to  men  of  that  rank.  There 
is  only  one  young  officer  in  the  County 
Longford  at  present.    The  qualifications 
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of  this  gentleman,  who  was  nominated  by 
the  Government,  were  tested  in  the  usual 
manner  by  examination  in  literary  and 
professional  subjects.  The  last  paragraph 
seems  to  be  of  a  controversial  character. 
There  is  no  intention  of  departing  from 
the  existing  system  in  regard  to  the 
appointments  in  question. 

SANITARY   WORKS    IN  CASTLEREA 
AND  BALLAGHADEREEN. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Castlerea  Board  of  Guardians,  before  the 
recent  elections,  had  urged  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  make  the  cost  of 
executing  certain  sanitary  works  in  the 
towns  of  Castlerea  and  Ballaghadereen 
special  expenses  leviable  on  those  places 
only,  and  that  a  similar  recommendation 
has  since  been  made  by  the  recently 
elected  District  Council,  with  the  assent  of 
the  representatives  of  both  Castlerea  and 
Ballaghadereen  ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  opinion  of  both  the  old  Board  of  Guar- 
dians and  the  new  Council  has  been  disre- 
garded by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
though  that  body  has  acted  on  similar 
advice  in  other  cases  ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  of  the 
probability  of  the  progress  of  sanitation 
being  impeded  by  making  sanitary  charges 
distinct  charges,  he  will  advise  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  alter  its  decision  as 
desired  by  the  local  authorities. 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  reply  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
The  only  exceptions  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  the  Rural  District 
being  the  area  of  charge  for  special  sani- 
tary expenses  are  those  set  forth  in 
Articles  1  and  2  of  their  Order  of  the 
15th  of  May  last.  This  Order,  which  was 
assented  to  by  the  majority  of  the  boards 
of  guardians  in  Ireland,  was  rendered 
necessary  in  consequence  of  the  rating 
provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act 
of  last  year. 

FEVER  IN  THE  OUGHTERARD 
UNION. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  how  many 
cases  of  fever  have  occurred  in  the  Car- 
raroe  Division  of  the  Oughterard  Union ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  during  the  dis- 
tress of  1898  Carraroe  was  one  of  the 


most  distressed  districts  in  Ireland ;  and 
whether,  considering  the  recent  outbreak 
of  fever  in  1899  in  this  district,  he  can 
state  what  steps  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
have  taken  to  improve  the  material  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  Carraroe,  Carna, 
Gacumma  Island,  Lettermore  Island,  and 
Lettermullen  Island. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Six  cases  of 
lever  occurred  in  Carraroe  since  the  1st 
January  last.  I  am  aware  that  consider- 
able distress  existed  in  that  district  in 
1898.  Much  has  been  done  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  since  its  establish- 
ment, to  improve  the  material  condition  of 
the  people  in  the  localities  mentioned  in 
the  last  paragraph.  I  cannot,  within  the 
limits  of  a  reply  to  a  question,  enumerate 
the  various  steps  taken  ;  but  I  have  for- 
warded to  the  hon  Member  a  statement 
showing  what  the  Board  has  done. 

FISH  TRAFFIC  ON  RAILWAYS 
Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN:  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick  Division 
of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  can  state  the  amount  of  fish 
landed  in  England,  the  proportion  of  it 
carried  by  English  railways ;  and  also  the 
amount  of  fish  landed  in  Ireland,  and  the 
proportion  of  it  carried  by  the  Irish  rail- 
ways ;  and,  considering  the  difference 
between  the  proportions  carried  by 
English  and  Irish  railways,  whether  he 
will  have  an  inquiry  made  as  to  the  cause 
of  failure  of  the  Irish  railways  to  carry  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  fish  landed  in 
Ireland. 

*Mr.G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  statistics 
required  in  the  first  and  second  para- 
graphs are  fully  detailed  in  a  Return 
recently  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
and  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  In- 
spectors of  Irish  Fisheries,  both  of  which 
documents  have  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment. As  regards  the  second  paragraph, 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member's  previous  question  of  the 
9th  May  on  this  subject. 

ILLEGAL  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  a  prosecution  recently 
brought  against  Mr.  Patrick  Comerford, 
of  Kilkenny,  by  a  water  bailiff  named 
Joseph  Bannon,  the  charge  being  that 
Comerford  and  a  boy  were  setting  night 
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lines  to  catch  trout  or  eels  in  the  River 
Nore  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Bannon 
failed  to  prove  any  offence,  and  the  case 
was  dismissed  with  costs ;  whether  he 
can  say  who  will  pay  the  costs  of  this 
case ;  and,  whether  ne  will  see  that  the 
Fishery  Conservators  will  require  the 
bailiff  Bannon  to  pay,  as  a  means  of 
restraining  him  from  bringing  such  pro- 
secutions in  future  without  being  able  to 
give  proof  of  the  charges. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  in- 
formed that  in  this  case  the  defendant 
was  found  with  a  night  line  under 
suspicious  circumstances,  and  that  the 
bailiff  having  failed  to  prove  that  the 
line  had  been  used  by  Mr.  Comerford, 
the  case  wase  dismissed.  The  costs  will 
be  paid  by  the  Conservators.  As  already 
stated,  I  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the 
Conservators,  and  no  authority  to  act  as 
suggested  in  the  last  paragraph. 

COUNTY  CAVAN  MAGISTRACY. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  vacancy  for  a  justice  of  the  peace 
in  the  Petty  Sessions  District  of  Arva, 
county  Cavan,  was  recently  created  by 
the  death  of  P.  S.  O'Reilly,  Esq.,  Gonna ; 
and  that  an  extensively  signed  petition 
was  sent  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Cavan,  Lord  Lanesborough,  recommend- 
ing the  appointment  of  Mr.  Eugene 
M'Manus,  of  Gonna,  in  his  stead ; 
whether  this  memorial  was  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor;  and 
will  he  explain  whether  the  request  of 
the  petitioners  was  refused,  and  a  local 
Orangeman  appointed  in  room  of  the 
deceased  Roman  Catholic  magistrate; 
and,  whether  he  intends  to  take  any  steps 
to  have  Mr.  M'Manus  appointed. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  assume  that 
the  memorial  referred  to  in  the  first  para- 
graph was  sent  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
County,  though  I  have  no  official  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  It  is  a  fact  that  a 
memorial  was  received  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, and  that  a  gentleman  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
•for  the  Arva  district  since  the  death  of 
Mr.  O'Reilly.  I  have  no  knowledge  with 
respect  to  the  religious  or  political 
opinions  of  either  of  these  gentlemen.  It 
is  the  practice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
appoint  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  County,  and  I  have  no 


I  power  to  act  as  suggested  in  the  third 
I  paragraph. 

CHAIRMAN    OF   IRISH   TOWN  COM- 
MISSIONERS. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a  solicitor 
who  becomes  chairman  of  Town  Com- 
missioners under  the  provisions  of  The 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898, 
s.  26,  8.8.  2,  thereby  loses  his  right  to 
practise  at  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  county 
under  s.  13  of  14  and  15  Vic.  c.  57. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  question 
is  an  abstract  one,  but  the  Government 
are  advised  that  a  solicitor  would,  under 
the  circumstances  mentioned,  lose  his 
right  to  practise  under  the  13th  section  of 
the  14  and  15  Vic.  c.  57. 

STEAM  TRAWLING  OFF  HOWTH. 
Mr.  CLANCY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  any  steps  have  yet  been 
taken  to  inquire  into  the  charges  brought 
by  the  fishermen  of  Howth,  county  of 
Dublin,  against  the  owners  or  crews  of 
the  following  steam  trawlers — viz,  the 
"Jackdaw"  of  Hull,  and  the  "Peter 
Johnston  "  of  Aberdeen  ;  and,  if  not,  will 
he  explain  why ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  owing  to  the  destruction  of 
nets  and  lines  by  those  and  other  steam 
trawlers,  the  sole  means  of  living  of  the 
fishermen  referred  to  have,  in  several 
cases,  been  absolutely  destroyed ;  and,  if 
so,  how  it  is  proposed  to  compensate  the 
victims  of  the  criminal  acts  mentioned. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  in- 
formed that  one  fisherman  whose  lines 
were  carried  away  by  the  trawler  "  Peter 
Johnston  "  has  been  compensated  by  the 
owner  of  the  trawler.  The  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries  have  been  in  communication 
with  the  owner  of  the  trawler 
"  Jackdaw  "  respecting  a  complaint  made 
by  another  fisherman  against  that  vessel, 
and  have  supplied  the  fisherman  with  * 
copy  of  the  reply  of  the  owner.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  serious  damage  is  often  done 
by  these  trawlers,  but  the  Government 
have  no  fund  at  its  disposal  out  of  which 
to  compensate  fishermen  for  losses  in- 
curred by  them. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  answered  that  part  of  my 
question  as  to  whether  the  Government 
have  taken  any  steps  to  inquire  into  these 
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Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Everything 
we  can  do  is  done. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  But  is  it  not  an 
illegality  which  the  Government  are 
bound  to  inquire  into  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Not  neces- 
sarily. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Do  not  the 
Government  in  Scotland  offer  a  reward 
in  such  cases  ? 

Mr.  CLANCY:  Can  the  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  say  whether,  if  it  be 
possible  to  detect  the  owners  and  crews 
of  these  trawlers,  they  can  be  prosecuted 
for  the  commission  of  the  offence  1 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  That 
is  a  question  of  which  notice  should  be 
given. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  But  it  arises  out  of 
the  puestion  on  the  Paper.  Are  the 
Government  taking  any  steps  whatever  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  is  a  question  of 
which  notice  should  be  given. 

Mr,  CLANCY:  I  have  had  two  or 
three  questions  on  the  Paper,  so  that  the 
Government  have  had  full  notice  of  my 
intention  to  raise  this  question. 

LORD  DILLON'S  ESTATE. 
Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  any  minute  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  exists  as  to  the 
purpose  for  which  they  have  acquired 
Lord  Dillon's  estate ;  is  it  intended  to 
resell  to  the  tenants ;  if  so,  when  ;  could 
he  state  who  has  charge  of  the  negotia- 
tions for  sale  ;  what  price  is  Lord  Dillon 
to  receive  ;  and  what  is  the  gross  and  net 
rental  of  the  estate ;  does  the  contract  for 
sale  include  a  covenant  requiring  Lord 
Dillon  to  rebuild  the  mansion  house 
(lately  burnt),  which  is  situated  in  County 
Roscommon,  far  away  from  the  principal 
estate,  which  is  in  County  Mayo  ;  how  do 
the  Board  propose  to  use  the  mansion 
house  ;  and,  will  any  Papers  be  presented 
to  Parliament  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  have  purchased 


Lord  Dillon's  estate  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  and  enlarging  some  of  the 
holdings  and  of  reselling  all  the  holdings 
to  the  tenants  through  the  Land  Com- 
mission, but  the  Board  are  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  say  when  the  holdings  will  be 
resold.  The  negotiations  have  been  car- 
ried on  by  the  Board  and  the  solicitois 
for  Lord  Dillon.  The  price  to  be  paid  to 
Lord  Dillon  is  £290,000  ;  the  figures  as 
to  the  rental  were  placed  before  the 
Board  by  his  solicitors  before  the  sale, 
but  I  am  sorry  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
supply  them  at  present.  Lord  Dillon  has 
nearly  rebuilt  the  house  which  was  lately 
burnt  down,  and  has  undertaken  to  com- 
plete it.  The  Board  have  not  yet  con- 
j  sidered  the  question  of  the  disposal  of 
the  house.  It  is  not  intended  to  lay 
specially  on  the  Table  any  Papers  on  the 
1  subject  except  to  refer  to  the  matter  in 
I  the  Board's  annual  report,  which  no 
doubt  will  give  full  information  on  the 
matter. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Does  any  minute 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  exist  1 

Mr,  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  special  minute. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Do  the  Board 
make  contracts  involving  an  expenditure 
of  over  half  a  million  without  entering  it 
on  their  minutes  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  was  understood 
to  reply  that  they  had  followed  their 
usual  course  in  this  case. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Are  the  minutes 
of  the  Board  public  or  private  propertyl 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Private, 
certainly. 


SUPPLY  [14th  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  IV. 

i     Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

.  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £701,861  be 
:  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum 
|  necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
j  come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year 
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ending  on  the  31at  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
Public  Education  in  Scotland,  and  for  Science 
and  Art  in  Scotland." 


*The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  As  has  been  the 
custom  for  several  years,  I  propose  briefly 
to  refer  generally  to  the  results  of  our 
policy  in  educational  matters.  Hon. 
Members  will  notice  that  the  total  of 
the  vote  is  £1,301,861,  an  increase  of 
J>19,994.on  the  year.  That  increase  is 
practically  accounted  for  under  four 
heads.  The  annual  grant  to  the  day 
schools  shows  an  increase  of  £11,038; 
the  additional  grant  to  necessitous  school 
boards  is  £5,475  ;  the  Science  and  Art 
grant  has  risen  £7,500,  and  the  grant  for 
training  colleges  has  increased  by  £6,050. 
As  against  these  increases  there  is  a 
decrease  of  £962  for  the  evening  schools 
and  of  £11,679  in  the  relief  of  fees.  As 
far  as  the  evening  schools  are  concerned 
the  decrease  is  an  estimated  one.  It  does 
not  actually  represent  a  smaller  amount 
paid,  because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
grant  to  evening  schools  paid  in  1898 
exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by 
£192.  And,  too,  there  is  nothing  to 
show  any  falling  off  or  deterioration. 
The  decrease  of  £11,679  in  the  grant  for 
the  relief  of  fees  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
very  large  sura  was  available  for  this  pur- 
pose under  the  Education  and  Local 
Taxation  Accounts  (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 
I  shall  later  on  have  probably  to  go  more 
into  detail  on  these  financial  matters  ;  but 
for  the  present  I  will  content  myself  with 
reminding  hon.  Members  of  the  four 
possible  sources  of  the  fee  grant :  first, 
the  10s.  grant;  secondly,  the  £40,000 
under  the  Act  of  1890;  thirdly,  there  are 
certain  arrears  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  promised  to  make  up, 
and  as  to  which  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Caithness  has  addressed  questions 
to  me ;  and,  finally,  there  is  the  balance 
under  the  Act  of  1892.  Now  I  come  to 
the  increases.  That  in  the  grant  for  day 
schools  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  natural 
growth  in  numbers  and  efficiency  of  the 
schools  themselves,  and  so  far  the  figures, 
I  think,  are  perfectly  satisfactory.  The 
increase  of  the  item  for  necessitous 
school  boards  .  is  due  directly  to  the 
action  of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act, 
1897.  It  proved  that  the  amount 
estimated  for  in  the  first  year 
was  insufficient.  The  increase  in  the 
Science  and  Art  grant  occurs  mainly  in  j 


|  connection  with  drawing  in  elementary 
]  schools ;  while  as  to  the  larger  sum  re- 
quired for  the  training  colleges,  that  has 
been  made  necessary  by  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  students.    It  was  found  that 
the  supply  of  teachers  was  likely  to  be- 
come inadequate,  and   accordingly  the 
number  of  students  was  raised  from  920 
to  1, 140.   This  is  a  subject  on  which  there 
has  been  considerable  discussion  in  past 
years,  and  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lanark  has  frequently  urged  the  necessity 
of  an  increase  I  suppose  we  shall  have  his 
support  on  this  matter.    I  now  come  to 
another  branch  of  the  subject.  The  atten- 
dance in  the  day  schools  has  increased  by 
i  about  7,000 ;  it  is  now  618,319,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  find  that  the  percentage  of 
older  children  in  attendance  shows  a  slight 
increase.    The  results,  judging  from  the 
returns  coming  in  day  by  day,  are  highly 
satisfactory,  and  evidently  the  change  we 
have  made  in  giving  prominence  to  the 
merit  certificate  as  against  the  attendance 
certificate  is  having  the  direct  effect  of 
inducing  parents  to  keep  their  children 
longer  at  school.    In  evening  schools  the 
average  attendance  is  52,340,  an  increase 
of  373  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.    The  average  school  rate  in  Scot- 
land in  1897-98  was  9  23d.  as  against 
8-99d.  in  1896-97.     The  total  amount 
raised  from  the  rates  was  £839,878,  of 
this  £410,280  was  spent  on  the  mainten- 
ance   of   schools,  in    the  proportion  of 
£392,543  on  day  schools,  and  £17,737  on 
evening  schools,  and  most  of  the  remain- 
der was  absorbed  in  the  repayment  of 
capital    and    interest    on    loans  in- 
curred in  providing  school  accommodation 
a  further  sum  of  £36,685  was  raised 
locally  in  the  form  of  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions— £30,938    for   day  schools,  and 
£5,747  for  evening  schools.    I  am  glad  to 
think  that,  although  there  is  a  slight  de- 
crease, the  voluntary   subscriptions  are 
fairly  maintained,  and,  whatever  may  be 
occurring  on  the  other  side  of  the  border, 
in  Scotland  thsy  are  not  appreciably  going 
down.    The  grants  for  day  and  evening 
schools  amounted  to  £716,415,  which, 
with  a  further  sum  of  £334,937  in  relief 
of  fees,  and  £12,316  the  aid  grant  for 
Voluntary  schools,  give  a  total  contribu- 
tion from   the   Imperial  Exchequer  of 
£1,063,668,  as  against  a  contribution 
from  local  sources  of  £876,563.  These 
figures,  however,  do  not  include  the  grant 
for  science  and  art  instruction  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  under  this  heading  in  1898-99 
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the  sum  paid  was  £60,826.  Now  for 
some  details  as  to  the  general  progress  of 
education.  As  hon.  Members  are  aware, 
this  year,  owing  to  the  sweeping  changes 
made  in  the  Code,  and  owing  to 
the  fact  that  an  educational  policy 
has  had  to  be  developed  in  the 
matter  of  spending  money  on  secon- 
dary education,  has  been  a  somewhat 
trying  one.  The  new  Code  practically 
means  the  final  disappearance  of  the 
principle  of  payment  by  individual 
results.  I  hope  hon.  Members  will  keep 
in  view  the  fact  that  although  that 
system  may  be  said  to  be  gone  for  ever, 
yet  they  will  find  in  the  gradual  action  of 
the  Department  some  pledge  that  it  will 
not  be  blind  to  certain  risks  which  are 
necessarily  run  by  the  change.  There 
are,  indeed,  very  few  changes  made  as 
to  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  place  some- 
thing on  the  other  side  of  the  account, 
and  no  one  can  deny  that  there  are 
certain  dangers  under  the  new  system. 
The  Department  has  shown  by  its  reluct- 
ance to  make  the  change  hurriedly  that 
its  eyes  are  open  to  these  dangers.  May 
I  remind  hon.  Members  what  the  old 
system  was  ]  Under  it  no  child  could 
bring  a  grant  to  a  school  at  all  unless  it 
made  250  out .  of  400  possible  school 
attendances  in  a  year.  If  he  failed  to 
make  that  number  he  could  not  be  pre- 
sented for  examination,  and  his  grant- 
earning  power  ceased.  But  if  he  made 
the  qualifying  number  of  attendances  he 
could  earn  a  certain  grant  for  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic ;  on  the  way  in 
which  he  passed  in  those  subjects  de- 
pended the  amount  of  grant  earned  by 
him  for  the  school.  Besides  that,  there 
were  a  number  of  subsidiary  grants  for 
class  subjects,  such  as  discipline  and 
elementary  science,  and  these  were  paid 
on  the  average  attendance  of  children  in 
the  class  subjects ;  they  were  judged  in 
the  aggregate,  and  not  as  individuals. 
Beyond  this,  again,  there  were  grants  for 
specific  subjects  which  were  intended  to 
cover  the  ground  for  higher  educa- 
tion. These  do  not  form  part  of 
the  general  work  of  the  school. 
Each  scholar,  as  he  chose,  took  up  two 
or  three  subjects,  and  the  payment  de- 
pended, not  upon  the  stage  reached  on 
the  subject,  and  not  at  all  on  the  position 
of  the  subject  with  the  general  curri- 
culum, but  on  the  number  of  subjects  that 
are  taken  up.  Hon.  Members  will  see 
that  this  plan,  which  I  have  summarised, 


had  these  various  advantages — it  necessi- 
tated individual  attention  to  each  child, 
because  no  child  could  well  be  neglected ; 
if  he  was,  he  would  not  earn  any  grant  at 
all,  and  if  his  progress  was  not  sufficient 
he   diminished    the    general  financial 
interests  of  the  school.    Obviously,  there- 
fore, there  was  a  direct  incentive  to  the 
teachers  to  be  satisfied  that  the  child 
would  pass  the  examinations.     Un  the 
other  hand,  it  had  certain  very  obvious 
defects.    It  applied  a  hard  and  fast  rule 
1  which  took  no  heed  of  the  variation  of 
I  circumstances   between    the  different 
schools.    It  is  very  much  easier  in  some 
places  to  have  educational  advantages 
than  it  is  in  others.    Then,  again,  it  was 
I  more    or    less  a  direct  incentive  to 
I  cramming,  because  the  test  of  the  school 
(  was  the  ability  of  so  many  children  to 
I  get  through  the  examination,  and  any- 
thing that  got  them  through  achieved  the 
i  end  desired,  even  if  that  end  was  not  the 
|  best  so  far  as  the  real  progress  of  the 
child  was  concerned,  while  it  ministered 
;  to  the  cramming.     It  is  also  rather 
;  discreditable    to    the    progress   of  a 
I  clever  and  more  active  pupil,  because, 
;  obviously,     if     you     had     a  class 
\  which    you    wanted    to   get  through 
;  an  examination,  as  soon  as  you  were 
j  satisfied  that  the  pupils  were  well  able  to 
i  pass  the  examination  you  would  not 
1  attempt  to  take  any  more  trouble  ;  they 
|  could  be  left  alone  with  the  knowledge  they 
i  had  already  obtained,  and  the  teacher's 
time  would  be  more  profitably,  in  a 
I  pecuniary  sense,  employed  in  bringing  on 
I  the  more  stupid  pupils.     The  higher 
I  education  is  conducted  on  the  same  lines, 
I  and  necessarily  the  higher  education  en- 
I  couraged  rather  a  multiplicity  of  subjects 
:  than  the  development  of  a  high  standard 
1  of  general  excellence.    All  these  matters 
j  have  been  felt,  and  accordingly  for  some 
,  time  there  have  been  steps  taken  by 
|  which  the  original  system  has  been  re- 
i  stricted.    In  1886  individual  examination 
was  abolished  for  infants  and  the  lower 
standards,  and  in  1890  the  principle  was 
;  extended  to  all  standards,  and  remained 
!  solely  for  special  subjects.    The  present 
code  is  the  coping  stone,  and  now  the 
:  system  of  individual  examination  has 
been  done  away  with,  and  grants  have 
been    made   on   average  attendances. 
Besides  that,  the  grants  under  the  present 
Code  are  not  to  be  paid  in  separate  sums. 
The  direct  result  of  that  will  be  that 
there  will  no  longer  be  any  temptation  to 
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take  up  a  long  list  of  subjects  having 
regard  to  the  curriculum  of  the  school, 
and  the  test  of  the  merit  of  the  school 
will  not  be  the  way  in  which  the  scholars 
acquit  themselves  in  a  large  variety  of 
subjects ;  managers  will  now  begin  by 
considering  the  curriculum  as  a  whole. 
They  will  draw  up  a  curriculum,  and  that 
proposed  curriculum  will  be  subject  to 
approval.  Concurrently  with  that  there 
has  been  an  effort  made  to  broaden  the 
elementary  curriculum,  especially  in  the 
particular  line — I  have  already  drawn 
attention  to  it  in  the  figures — namely,  the 
introduction  of  drawingasaregular  subject. 
Of  course,  there  will  be  of  necessity  a 
minimum  prescribed  for  the  curriculum, 
but  beyond  this  actual  minimum  circum- 
stances will  necessarily  vary  a  great  deal 
having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  each 
school.  Hon.  Members  will  see  that  it  is 
quite  obvious  the  scholars  are  differently 
situated  as  they  are  in  town  or  country, 
in  a  scattered  or  dense  population,  and  it 
cannot  be  expected  the  education  can  be 
carried  out  on  the  same  curriculum. 
"When  tho  curriculum  is  once  fixed  the 
grant  is  to  be  a  comprehensive  grant — 
a  fixed  amount  on  the  general  efficiency. 
It  is  necessary  to  recognise  the  course  of 
education  varies  with  proficiency,  and 
accordingly  a  larger  grant  must  necessarily 
be  allowed  in  respect  of  a  higher  scale. 
One  way  will  be,  of  course,  to  pay  it 
according  to  the  number  of  children  in 
the  higher  class  ;  but  if  you  do  that  you  at 
once  give  a  direct  initiative  to  the 
teachers  to  force  the  children  into  the 
higher  class  by  the  mere  progress  of  time, 
irrespective  of  the  fact  of  whether  they 
are  fit  to  go  in  any  class  other  than  that  in 
which  they  are.  Accordingly  the  Depart- 
ment considered  the  grand  result  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  way 
is  not  to  pay  on  the  number  actually  in  the 
higher  class,  but  to  pay  in  respect  to  age. 
Eoughly  speaking  it  will  to  a  great 
extent  correspond,  although  it  does  not 
do  so  exactly.  Accordingly  the  rates 
have  been  fixed  for  children  under 
seven  years  of  age  18s.,  between 
seven  and  ten  20s.,  and  over  ten  22s.  In 
order  to  check  what  might  be  the  unfor- 
tunate result  of  cramming  the  grant  may 
be  reduced  for  special  deficiency  by  6a. 
or  Is.,  and  maybe  increased  for  special  ex- 
cellence by  6d.  Further  grants  are  to  be 
allowed  for  practical,  scientific,  and 
mechanical  training,  which  it  is  not 
possible  for  all  scholars  to  attempt,  but 
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that  will  be  encouraged.    The  Committee 
will  see  that  in  order  to  carry  out  thiB 
system  the  arrangements  for  inspection 
must  be  changed,  and  the  Department 
had  very  carefully  to  consider  how  the 
inspection  had  to  be  carried  out.    In  old 
days  there  was  always  an'  annual  inspec- 
tion.   It  was  a  fixed  day,  and  it  was 
known  when  it  was  coming  on,  and  efforts 
were  made  to  turn  out  well  for  the  day. 
But  after  it  had  gone  by  they  were  not 
quite  so  strenuous  in  their  efforts  until 
another  inspection  came  round.  The 
result  was  that  if  a  scholar  failed  to  pass 
his  examination  he  was  still  kept  in  his 
old  place.    That  system  is  now  altered ; 
the  inspector's  visits  are  to  occur  at 
various  intervals  during  the  year.    It  will 
not  be  necessary  when  he  does  come  for 
him  to  inspect  the  whole  school  at  one 
time ;  he  may  inspect  one  part  of  the 
school  at  one  visit  and  another  part  at 
another.    He  may  then  see  the  work 
going  on  and  not  examine  himself,  or  he 
may  if  he  chooses  examine  himself.  His 
duty  is  to   confer    with   the  school 
authorities,  and  to  learn  what  their 
difficulties   may    be,    and    give  them 
advice.    He  is  to  receive  a  record  of  the 
work  week  by  week,  and  judge  so  far  as  be 
can  by  the  record  how  far  the  school  has 
been  successful.    He  will  not  expect  to 
find  under  those  circumstances  pupils 
keeping  step  as  it  were  from  class  to  class, 
but  altering  their  places  in  the  class, 
the  dull  scholars  remaining  behind ;  and 
the  efficiency  will  be  judged  not  by  the 
height  which  each  scholar  has  reached,  bat 
by  the  keeping  of  all  scholars  at  suitable 
work  for  each  of  them.    Now  I  have  said 
briefly  that  there  are  certain  dangers  in 
this,  and  one  result  of  the  new  system 
will  be  to  make  very  large  schools  a  little 
lax.    Anyone  can  judge  of  these  matters, 
and  I  hope  in  that  matter  that  the 
managers  will  exercise  good  judgment 
Undoubtedly  it  is  the  wish  and  intention 
of  the  Department  that  nothing  like  laxity 
is  introduced,  and  schools  may  be  sub- 
jected to  very  severe  tests  :  more  severe 
tests  than  the  ordinary  tests  may  if 
necessary  be  applied.     Probably  in  the 
first  instance  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
warn  only,  but  if  it  is  not  attended  to 
then  it  is  withini  the  power  of  the  De- 
partment, and  it  is  their  intention  to  resort 
to  very  vigorous  individual  examinations. 
It  does  not  directly  affect  the  grant 
whether  the  persons  pass  on  or  not,  but 
it  has  the  result  that  it  would  be  at  once 
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a  very  thorough  test  of  whether  the 
individual  has  been  neglected  or  not 
under  the  new  system.  Now,  I  trust  that, 
in  general,  these  new  provisions  of  the  code 
will  commend  themselves  to  the  educa- 
tional sense  of  the  Committee.  In  the  j 
complete  change  which  has  been  made  in 
the  method  of  pay  it  is  necessary  to 
walk  very  warily  at  first.  It  is  quite ! 
obvious  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  or 
the  right  of  the  Department  to  greatly 
alter  by  this  change  the  burden  that  is 
being  laid  on  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer. The  object  is  more  or  less  to 
make  the  burden  the  same,  with, 
of  course,  capacities  for  expansion  that 
should  always  exist  through  persons 
taking  proper  advantage  of  the  system. 
But  still  I  think  the  Committee  will  see 
that  to  a  certain  extent  the  re-fixing  of 
the  precise  sums  which  may  be  earned 
under  this  new  system  is,  so  to  speak,  a 
matter  for  trial.  The  Committee  will 
notice  that  in  order  to  avoid  any  possible 
mistake  that  may  have  been  made,  the 
operation  of  the  new  code,  so  far  as  the 
payment  is  concerned,  is  postponed  for  a 
year,  i.e.,  nobody  will  be  paid  under  the 
provisions  of  the  code  until  after  the 
beginning  of  1900,  and  the  department 
will  certainly  very  carefully  watch  the 
statistics  of  the  year,  so  that  before  the 
payment  has  been  actually  made,  there 
will,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  be  another  code. 
If  the  Department,  through  the  better 
statistics  they  have  got  by  that  time,  see 
that,  with  due  regard  to  the  general 
burden  on  the  Treasury,  they  can  in 
safety  somewhat  increase  the  various 
grants,  then  they  will  certainly  do  so  in 
the  code  of  hext  year.  But  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  move  cautiously  at  the  first. 
Then  there  is  another  feature  of  the  code 
of  great  interest.  I  mean  that  which  is 
embraced  in  chapter  9,  dealing  with  the 
provisions  for  the  secondary  departments  in 
elementary  schools.  Those  provisions  are 
part  of  the  general  system  put  forward 
by  the  minute  on  Secondary  Education. 
The  admission  to  these  schools  is  to  be  en- 
tirely through  the  portal  of  the  merit  certi- 
ficate. It  is  the  great  object  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  tempt  parents  to  keep  their 
children  at  school  in  order  to  get  the  merit 
certificate,  rather  than  allow  them  to  be 
content  with  the  labour  certificate,  and 
having  got  that,  to  think  that  they  have 
done  all  they  need  to  go  away.  Under 
chapter  9  in  these  higher-grade  depart- 
ments there  are  very  large  grants  pro- 


posed ranging  from  £2  10s.  to  £4  10s. 
in  certain  circumstances,  and  this  the 
Department  look  upon,  from  the  Treasury 
point  of  view,  as  an  equivalent,  for  Scot- 
land long  remained,  as  England  did  not, 
under  the  17s.  6d.  limit. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar):  Are 
these  grants  subject  to  the  17s.  6d. 
limit  1 

♦Mr.A.G.  MURRAY  :  Oh,  yes;  every- 
thing is  subject  in  Scotland  to  the  17s.  6d. 
limit.  This  leads  me  to  the  other  topic 
of  interest  peculiar  to  this  year,  viz.,  the 
Minute  of  the  27th  of  April,  1899,  for  the 
disposition  of  the  money  under  the  Local 
Taxation  Act  of  1898 ;  and  here,  in  order 
to  make  my  remarks  intelligible,  may  I 
remind  hon.  Members  of  the  history  of 
this  secondary  matter?  They  will 
remember  that  this  £60,000  for  secondary 
education  was  provided  by  the  Education 
and  Local  Taxation  Account  Act  of  1892, 
to  be  distributed  according  to  the  Minutes 
of  the  Education  Department.  Well,  a 
Minute  was  accordingly  promulgated  in 
August,  1892.  That  Minute,  in  brief, 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  com- 
mittees on  secondary  education — what 
I  may  call  local  committees — and  it  pro- 
posed that  these  local  committees  should 
make  reports  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  should  propose  what  institu- 
tion within  their  bounds  should  be  sub- 
sidised out  of  this  money.  Well,  that,  too, 
had  been  heralded  by  a  Memorandum,  and 
owing  to  certain  representations  made  a 
departmental  committee  was  appointed,  of 
which  Lord  Elgin  was  chairman,  and  the 
departmental  committee  reported  in  favour 
of  that  scheme.  Accordingly,  there  having 
been  a  change  of  Government  in  the 
meantime,  there  was  a  minute  pro- 
mulgated on  the  31st  of  January,  1893, 
which,  for  all  practical  purposes,  was  just 
a  repetition  of  the  minute  of  1892.  Then 
certain  representations  were  made  in  this 
House,  with  the  result  that  the  Minute  of 
January,  1893,  was  superseded,  and 
instead  of  that  there  came  the  Minute  of 
the  1st  of  May,  1893,  and  the  Minute  of 
July,  1894,  the  result  being  that  instead 
of  leaving  the  administration  in  the 
hands  of  the  Department  it  reversed  the 
process,  and  made  the  money  to  be 
divided  among  these  committees  in  such 
proportion  as  the  Department  might  deter- 
mine. Afterwards  there  were  the  minutes 
of  1896  and  1897.    As  hon.  Members 
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knew  the  policy  which  was  initiated  in 
1893  so  far  changed  the  policy  of  1892 
that  the  scheme  became  a  committee 
scheme  instead  of  a  departmental  scheme. 
Now,  there  has  been  six  years'  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  system,  and, 
speaking  generally,  certainly  one  result 
has  been  to  leave  the  higher  class  schools, 
which  were  recognised  under  the  Act 
of  1872,  out  in  the  cold,  while  the 
money  has  been  taken  over  by  the 
county  and  borough  committees.  I 
have  had  no  occasion  particularly  to 
criticise  the  action  of  that  committee. 
Far  from  it.  On  the  other  hand,  anyone 
who  considers  the  position  of  county  and 
borough  committees  will  see  that  what 
they  have  done  was  almost  necessarily 
the  result  of  those  circumstances,  and  for 
one  or  two  reasons.  The  most  obvious 
reason  was,  that  if  you  divide  the  money 
among  various  counties  and  boroughs,  the 
county  that  gets  the  money  says,  "  Now, 
then,  where  shall  we  spend  it  1 "  Ob- 
viously, they  say,  "We  will  spend  it 
within  our  own  borders."  It  might  be, 
and  in  fact  it  was  in  a  great  many  cases, 
that  the  county  had  not  within  its  own 
borders  a  proper  secondary  school  at  all. 
Accordingly,  in  cases  like  that,  it  was 
almost  forced  to  give  the  money  to  the 
higher  department  of  a  primary  school. 
Then  you  have  what  may  be  called  a  more 
indirect  tendency.  Suppose  a  school  with 
a  higher  department  in  one  county  got 
aid  from  the  county,  because  there  was 
no  proper  school  to  which  to  give  it,  and 
there  was  another  school  just  over  the 
border  and  in  the  jurisdiction  of  some 
other  county  committee,  practically  con- 
stituted exactly  as  the  other  school  was 
with  a  higher  department,  it  was  most 
obvious  that  that  school  should  say, 
"  Well,  why  should  not  we  be  treated 
exactly  the  same  as  the  school  over  the 
boundarj'  is  treated  1 "  forgetting,  very 
naturally,  that  very  likely  the  School 
Board  might  perhaps  with  great  educa- 
tional advantage  have  had  all  the  money 
instead  of  practically  sharing.  There  was 
another  natural  temptation — that  if  you 
concentrate  the  money  you  only  relieve 
the  School  Board  in  the  district  in  which 
that  money  is  concentrated ;  whereas  if 
you  diffuse  it,  you  have  the  effect  of 
relieving  a  great  many  more  School 
Boards  than  one.  Accordingly,  so 
far  from  blaming  the  county  committees, 
I  think  the  tendency  has  been  for  those 
county  committees  to  show  those  ton- 
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'■  dencies  which  they  were  bound  to  show 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
existed.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think 
that  educationally  there  can  be  any  great 
doubt  as  to  the  result.  The  result  has 
j  undoubtedly  been  that  the  money  has  been 
1  delivered  practically  in  driblets,  and  very 
often  failed  to  achieve  its  proper  result. 
The  result  has  also  been  that  one  or  more 
I  very  deserving  classes  of  schools  for 
!  carrying  on  the  secondary  education  of 
;  the  country  have  been  left  out  in  the 
'  cold — not  that  they  did  not  get  anything 
at  all,  because,  for  instance,  those  par- 
ticular schools  to  which  I  referred 
certainly  got  something,  but  that  they  have 
not  got  sufficient  monetary  provision  to 
do  all  that  they  might  do.  Seeing  that  it 
is  really  for  the  benefit  of  the  secondary 
education  of  the  country  that  propr 
secondary  schools  should  have  further 
assistance  the  Department  in  this  case 
felt  it  necessary  not  to  divide  the  money 
upon  the  principle  of  the  Minute  of  1893, 
but  rather  to  revert  practically  to  the 
principle  of  the  Minute  of  1892.  It  has 
been  suggested — "  Oh,  if  you  think  that 
i  is  the  better  plan,  you  might  have  done 
away  with  the  Minute  of  1893  altogether." 
j  That  would  have  been  a  very  strong  step, 
and  it  would  have  been  one  which  the 
.  Department  undoubtedly  could  have  em- 
1  ployed.  It  could  have  intimated  a 
censure  upon  the  work  of  the  committees, 
but  it  recognises  that  although  there  may 
have  been  some  points  worthy  of  criticism, 
at  the  same  time  there  has  been  really 
good  work  done  by  these  committees.  It 
seems  to  be  thought  by  some  that  this 
reverting  to  the  Minute  of  1892  implies  a 
vote  of  censure  upon  the  county  com- 
mittees, and  that  it  is  minimising  their 
usefulness  and  not  taking  advantage  of 
their  usefulness.  That  is  certainly  not 
the  intention  of  the  Department,  nor  do  I 
think  it  is  quite  a  fair  inference  from  the 
Department's  action.  I  have  already  tried 
to  show  that  what  I  may  call  the  weakness 
of  the  present  system  is  a  necessary 
!  weakness ;  it  is  really  a  corollary  of  the 
plan  of  beginning  by  dividing  the  money 
according  to  area  and  valuation  and 
parcelling  the  money  out.  So  far  from 
casting  any  slur  upon  the  county  com- 
mittees, this  particular  Minute  with 
which  I  am  now  dealing  proposes 
to  utilise  the  services  of  these 
committees,  because  it  proposes  that 
every  scheme  which  is  submitted  by  any 
educational  authority  to  the  Department 
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shall  be  subject  to  the  suggestions  of 
these  committtes,  and  that  accordingly 
we  are  to  have  the  result  of  their  experi- 
ence, they  knowing  from  their  own 
schemes  as  well  as  the  Department  what 
are  the  provisions  for  secondary  education 
in  the  districts  with  which  they  have  to 
do.  Before  I  depart  from  this,  may  I 
inform  the  Committee  that  in  the  Minute 
of  1899  there  was  a  slip  in  the  phraseo- 
logy, which  we  have  amended  by  a  new 
Minute.    In  paragraph  5  it  is  said : 

"  Each  such  school  shall  forward  before 
the  1st  October,  1899,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Department  through  the  county  com- 
mittee on  secondary  education,  etc." 

Now  the  word  "county"  will  not 
do,  because  there  are  more  than  one 
sort  of  committee.  There  are  county 
committees  and  burgh  committees.  But 
even  "county  and  burgh"  will  not  do, 
because  sometimes  there  is  a  secondary 
education  committee  for  a  parish.  There- 
fore the  alteration  is  this :  In  the  Minute 
which  has  been  promulgated  it  is  ordered 
that  the  paragraph  should  read  as  if  the 
word  "  county,"  wherever  occurring,  were 
therefrom  omitted.  It  is  quite  enough  with 
the  word  "  county,"  as  it  is  then  simply 
"the  committee  on  secondary  education 
of  the  district,"  which  is  an  appropriate 
reference.  That  practically  ends  the 
remarks  I  wish  to  inflict  upon  the  Com- 
mittee at  the  present  stage.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  Department  has  been  to  try 
with  this  new  money  to  supply  the 
deficiency  which  was  left  by  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  administration  which  has 
so  long  existed.  It  will  in  future  care- 
fully watch  the  results,  both  which  are 
got  from  the  existing  system  and  from 
the  new  system  now  inaugurated.  From 
those  results  we  hope  the  time  will  come 
when  it  will  be  possible  to  reorganise  the 
whole  system  and  put  it  upon  a  proper 
basis.  But  we  thought  it  would  be  a  very 
foolish  plan  at  this  present  moment,  without 
the  assistance  of  this  experience,  either  to 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  educational  disadvan- 
tages which  are  the  necessary  conco- 
mitants of  the  present  system,  or,  because 
we  felt  those  educational  disdvantages,  to 
have  swung  so  far  the  other  way  as  to 
have  with  a  ruthless  hand  destroyed  the 
present  system  altogether  and  swept  away 
the  county  committees.  We  think  it 
would  be  much  safer  to  proceed  as  we 
have  done  in  this  matter  of  the  Minute 
of  to-day,  and  leave  to  the  future,  with  our 
experience  modified  and  broadened  as  it 


will  be  during  the  next  few  years,  the 
putting  of  the  whole  system  upon  what 
may  then  perhaps  turn  out  to  be  a  broader 
and  more  logical  basis. 

♦Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  (Hawick 
Burghs) :  There  are  three  matters  to 
which  the  Lord  Advocate  has  referred  in 
the  statement  he  has  made— a  statement 
certainly  not  too  long  for  the  importance 
of  the  topics  with  which  we  have  to 
deal.  Those  are,  the  promulgation 
of  the  Code  of  this  year,  the  matter  of 
educational  finance  in  Scotland,  and  the 
question  of  secondary  education.  On  the 
changes  in  the  Code  I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  have 
been  led  most  heartily  to  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Department.  On  the  subject 
of  the  finance,  I  confess  I  retain  the  state 
of  mind  that  I  was  in  a  few  years  ago, 
when  the  whole  matter  of  our  educational 
finance  was  settled  upon  a  footing  which 
we  thought  highly  unsatisfactory  and 
unfair.  On  the  question  of  secondary 
education,  and  the  allocation  of  these  new 
grants,  I  confess  that,  so  far  as  I  have 
seen,  my  mind  is  completely  hostile  to 
any  interference  with  our  existing  system 
as  is  proposed.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
limitation  of  secondary  grants  is  a  limita- 
tion which  will  cut  out  the  recognition 
financially  by  the  State  of  the  most 
excellent  and  highly  valued  work  that 
is  done  in  large  districts  in  Scotland 
in  the  interests  of  secondary  education 
by  secondary  departments  of  ordinary 
schools  in  districts  where  it  is  utterly 
impossible,  owing  to  the  sparseness  of 
population  or  other  causes,  to  have  fully 
equipped  secondary  schools.  On  these 
topics  the  Committee  will  excuse  me  if  I 
deal  as  briefly  as  I  can — and  yet  at  some 
length — with  them  in  detail.  On  the 
matter  of  the  Code,  I  have  already 
said  that  I  am  thoroughly  in  sympathy 
with  the  action  of  the  Department. 
There  are  three  periods  in  the  history  of 
the  subject.  Under  the  old  parochial 
system  prior  to  1872  the  general  interests 
of  the,  school  were  apt  to  suffer  for  the 
sake  of  the  schoolmaster's  fancy  pupils. 
Then  in  order  to  get  the  better  of  the 
fancy  system  which  obtained  when  the  old 
teacher  was  lord  and  master  of  the  whole 
position,  there  came  the  Statute  of  1872 ; 
and  just  as  the  former  legislation  erred 
on  the  side  of  laxity,  so,  I  fear,  the  codes 
subsequent  to  1872  erred  on  the  side  of  un- 
due rigidity,  for  it  was  set  forth  that  each 

Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 


1375  Supply 

child  should  pass  an  examination  to  the  j 
satisfaction  of  the  inspector.  I  entirely  , 
approve  of  what  the  Lord  Advocate  has 
said  upon  this  matter,  that  under  the  cir- 1 
cumstances  the  Department  were  justified  | 
in  doing  what  they  did.  Now  the  whole 
system  of  individual  examination  is  prac-  j 
tically  at  an  end,  and  I  must  say 
that  I  think,  in  this  Committee,  we  | 
ought,  on  our  own  responsibility,  to 
re-echo  the  remark  of  the  Lord  Advocate 
with  regard  to  the  new  and  very  grave 
responsibilities  which  now  fall  upon  the 
inspectors  in  Scotland  in  consequence  of 
this  great  change.  I  have  no  reason 
whatever  to  distrust  the  inspectorate  in 
Scotland  which  has  had  a  most  distin- 
guished history.  I  hope  this  change  will 
be  a  success  ;  but  it  can  only  be  a  success 
if  the  inspectors  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  recognise  that  they  are  the  ser- 
vants of  the  State,  and  decline  to  lean 
either  towards  the  teacher  on  the  one 
hand  or  towards  the  interests  of  the 
ratepayers  on  the  other.  They  are 
the  servants  paid  by  the  Imperial 
Treasury,  and  their  duty  is  to  make  a 
report  which  shall  be  irrespective  of 
local  or  personal  interests,  and  in 
accordance  with  Imperial  demands.  The 
State  relies  upon  this  being  done,  and  if 
that  result  should  ensue  I  think  it  will 
practically  be  a  complete  educational 
justification  of  the  change.  On  the 
matter  of  finance  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  have  not  derived  very  much  satisfaction 
from  my  right  hon.  friend's  statement,  for 
we  have  no  light  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  him  further  than  is  found  in  the 
Estimates  for  the  year.  What  we,  as 
Scotsmen,  having  in  view  the  require- 
ments of  Scotland,  are  anxious  to  know 
is  how  does  this  educational  budget 
compare  with  the  English  giants  given 
in  recent  years?  I  will  try  to  make 
this  point  perfectly  clear.  When  the 
Act  of  1897  was  before  Parliament 
the  Committee  will  remember  that  I 
very  strongly  challenged  by  an  adverse 
vote  the  proposed  grant  for  voluntary 
schools  in  Scotland,  and  the  reason  for 
that  was  that  it  was  the  best  pronounce- 
ment in  the  way  of  protest  we  could  make 
against  the  deficiency  of  the  amount  which 
was  being  allotted  to  Scotland.  But  time 
has  gone  on,  and  it  now  appears  that  the 
figures  I  then  gave  have  been  more  and 
more  justified  in  succeeding  years.  I 
find  that  the  contrast  which  we  then 
initiated  was  a  contrast  between  the  pro- 
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posed    legislation    for  England  under 
which  £800,000  was    to    be  granted 
to    the    voluntary    schools    and  the 
necessitous  Board  schools  in  England. 
Upon  the  calculation  of  the  equivalent 
grant  to  which  we  have  been  so  long 
familiar,  on  the  principle  confirmed  by 
successive  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer, 
we  were  entitled  to  an  equivalent  sum  of 
£110,000  a  year.    Instead  of  that  we  got 
a  sum  which  left  a  deficit  of  £52,000  a 
year  due  to  Scotland.    I  remarked  at  the 
time  that  Scotland  would  be  in  a  situa- 
tion under  which  she  would  be  deprived 
by  this  proposal  of  a  fund  which  would 
have  fallen  to  it  at  the  rate  of  £1,000  per 
week.    I  find  that  the  result  more  than 
confirms    the  estimate  I  then  made. 
Instead  of  the  sum  of  £800,000  having 
been  given  to  England,   the  sum  of 
£833,000  has  been  paid,  which  is  more 
than  England  expected.    But  so  far  as  I 
can   wade  through    the    figures  only 
£54,000,  instead  of  £110,000,  has  been 
awarded  to  Scotland,  while  even  upon  the 
reckoning  of  the  items  embraced  by  the 
Lord  Advocate  in  his  statement  we  were 
promised  £80,000.    Take  one  instance 
only.    The  Committee  will  remember 
that  one  great  point  which  was  made  by 
the  Government  of  the  day  was  that  Scot- 
land need  not  complain  because  she  was 
to  get  an  allowance  which  was  to  make 
up  a  capitation  grant  of  12s.  per  head 
per  scholar  in  Scotland  instead  of  10&, 
and  that  under  that  allowance  she  would 
receive  the  sum  of  £26,000  a  year.  Of 
course  we  protested  strongly  against  that 
statement  as  one  in  which  some  incom- 
prehensible fallacy  lay,  but  we  were  met 
by  an  absolute  denial  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  Now,  how  do  the  facts  stand 
on  the  present  estimate  t   Why,  instead 
of  £26,000  which  was  to  come  to  Scotland, 
a  sum  of  only  £5,000  has  been  paid  over, 
and  Scotland  has  been  deprived  of  the  sum 
of  £21,000  a  year  upon  this  single  item. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  hope  all  the 
Members  for  Scotland,   irrespective  of 
party,  will  support  the  view  which  I  ven- 
ture to  lay  before  the  House — that,  how- 
ever   you  look    at  the   figures,  it  is 
manifestly  clear  that  Scotland  has  been 
deprived  both  of  what  she  was  led  to 
expect  under  the  doctrine  of  the  equiva- 
lent grant  and  what  she  was  pledged  to 
receive  on  the  statement  of  the  responsible 
Minister  of  the  Crown  in  1897.    We  had 
to  submit  to  this,  and  what  I  did  expect 
from  the  Lord  Advocate  was  that,  in  answer 
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to  the  questions  which  have  been  put  to 
him  more  than  once,  he  would  have  made 
it  clear  that  there  was  ample  justification 
for  this  deficit.  In  point  of  fact,  it  rather 
appears  on  the  whole  figures  that,  instead 
of  there  being  a  deficit  of  £52,000  a 
year,  the  deficit  will  probably  at  least 
be  £60,000  a  year.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  feel  bound  to  denounce  the 
action  of  the  Government  for  putting 
Scotland  in  the  position  of  having  to  look 
upon  the  doctrine  of  the  equivalent  grant 
as  hopelessly  gone.  I  say  so  with  the 
greatest  sorrow  and  regret,  for  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  under  the  present  rdgime 
we  have  entered  upon  a  period  when 
Scotland  can  no  longer  expect  the  doctrine 
of  the  equivalent  grant  to  be  applied  to 
her.  And  it  is  surely  clear  that  this 
Government,  having  done  so  much  for 
education,  is  bound  to  retrieve  the  for- 
tunes of  Scotland  in  the  direction  of  a 
generous  apportionment  in  respect  of 
secondary  education  When  that  time  does 
come  I  hope  we  shall  say  with  one 
voice  that,  recognising  the  abolition  by 
this  Government  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
equivalent  grant,  and  recognising  that 
notwithstanding  that  we  continue  to  con- 
tribute our  full  share  to  the  Imperial 
revenue,  Scotland  shall  be  dealt  with 
on  a  generous  and  satisfactory  scale,  and 
above  all  that  we  shall  not  limit  our 
claims  to  what  obtains  under  any  system 
existing  south  of  the  Tweed.  Some  years 
ago  when  this  matter  of  the  equivalent 
grants  came  to  be  dealt  with  we  were 
all  of  one  mind.  The  Scotch  Education 
Department  were  of  the  same  mind  as 
ourselves,  and  one  of  the  Minutes  was  to 
the  effect  that  when  the  new  grants  came 
to  be  made  in  England  Scotland  might 
justly  expect  that  she  would  be  treated 
upon  the  eleven-eightieth  scale.  But  the 
Scotch  Department  did  not  know,  appa- 
rently, the  straits  to  which  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  reduced  in  the  matter  of 
finance,  or  the  scurvy  treatment  which 
would  be  meted  out  to  Scotland  when  she 
came  to  be  dealt  with.  I  venture  to  re- 
commend to  my  fellow  Members  that  we 
ought,  if  possible,  to  so  arrange  Scotch 
educational  finance  that  the  secondary, 
and  if  possible  the  university,  system 
should  obtain  the  payment  of  fees,  and 
that  the  benefit  of  this  grant  should  be 
given  to  Scotland  in  this  respect.  In 
the  views  which  I  have  formerly  laid 
before  the  House  I  have  urged  that  the 
merit  certificate  should  crown  the  free 


elementary  course  and  be  a  passport  to 
free  secondary  instruction,  and  I  am  very 
glad  that  the  grant  has  now  so  far  reached 
that  position,  because  the  main  features 
of  the  changes  during  the  past  year  were 
the  fixing  of  the  standard  of  the  merit 
certificate  as  a  satisfactory  outcome  of 
an  elementary  school  course.  So  far  we 
view  the  action  of  the  Department  with 
satisfaction.  But  I  observe  there  is  a 
still  further  step  taken  on  the  lines  of 
my  own  recommendations.  I  refer  to 
the  merit  certificate  being  regarded 
as  a  passport  to  secondary  education. 
Lord  Balfour,  in  a  most  interesting  and 
powerful  address  he  delivered  at  Paisley 
on  September  14th,  1898,  put  the  matter 
very  simply  when  he  said  that  the  real 
aim  of  the  Department  was  to  make 
the  merit  certificate  open  the  door  to 
secondary  education,  and  I  find  in  the 
Report  of  this  year  it  is  stated  that,  while 
the  merit  certificate  is  to  be  taken  as 
evidence  of  the  satisfactory  completion  of 
an  elementary  school  course,  it  will  also 
serve  for  the  purposes  of  an  entrance 
examination  for  all  pupils  who  propose  to 
enter  for  higher  education,  and  that  it 
will  be  regarded  as  a  test  of  fitness  to 
profit  by  such  instruction.  We  have  now 
a  guarantee  that  secondary  education  in 
Scotland  will  not  be  given  to  dullards 
and  those  unfitted  to  receive  it, 
and  that  the  merit  certificate  will 
be  the  passport  to  it.  My  second  point 
has  not  yet  come,  but  I  hope  it  will 
before  many  years.  That  is  that  the 
State  should  take  on  itself  courageously 
the  responsibility  of  providing  free  secon- 
dary instruction.  My  noble  friend  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  very  nearly 
found  salvation  in  this  matter.  He  is 
just  shivering  on  the  brink,  and  is  only 
afraid  to  launch  away.  He  says  in  his 
Paisley  address : 

"  We  wish  to  make  secondary  schools  avail- 
able for  all  whose  circumstances  and  whose 
talents  make  it  expedient  they  should  take 
advantage  of  them.'' 

That  is  exactly  the  position  of  all  parties 
in  this  House,  and  also  I  hope  in  another 
place.    Lord  Balfour  proceeds  : 

"  There  is  no  difference  as  to  the  end  to  be 
aimed  at  among  those  who  take  an  interest  in 
the  subject,  but  there  is  a  difference  as  to  the 
means.  Some,  as  I  have  indicated,  say  that 
we  should  do  it  by  making  such  schools  univer- 
sally free.  This  is  a  view  not  without  its 
attractions.  But,  looking  at  it  as  a  practical 
question,  I  am  not  prepared  either  on  behalf 
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of  myself  or  of  the  Ciovernment  to  give  any 
adhesion  to  the  doctrine  of  free  secondary 
education." 

I  am  surprised  my  noble  friend  treated 
this  as  a  new  doctrine.  It  is  a  doctrine 
three  centuries  old,  and  in  Scotland  we 
have  long  been  familiar  with  the  idea 
that  secondary  education  was  not  to  be 
the  privilege  of  the  higher  classes  in  the 
community,  but  was  to  be  the  privilege 
of  every  student  in  every  rank  of  life.  I 
find  that  that  is  the  idea  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  himself,  because  in  another 
passage  in  the  address  to  which  I  have 
referred  he  says : 

"  We  have  in  late  years  done  much  in  the 
way  of  making  education  free.  Some  desire 
we  should  go  still  further." 

and  in  another  passage  he  says  : 

"  Just  as  in  elementary  education  the  State 
made  a  limitation  of  fee  a  condition  of  grant 
long  before  it  made  the  abolition  of  fee  a  con- 
dition, it  would  seem  not  unreasonable  that  in 
secondary  education  it  should  be  said  that  one 
condition  of  a  grant  should  be  a  limitation  of 
fee  to  a  sum  which  can  fairly  be  faced  by  a 
middle-class  parent." 

Why  "  middle  -  class  parent"?  Why 
should  not  the  humblest  in  the  land  who 
contributes  to  the  Imperial  Revenue  be 
able  to  have  secondary  education,  not  by 
a  limitation  of  the  fee,  but  by  the  abolition 
of  the  fee  being  made  a  condition  of  the 
grant  ?  I  would  remind  Lord  Balfour  that 
m  elementary  education  the  first  step 
was  limitation,  and  it  was  followed  by 
abolition.  As  regards  secondary  educa- 
tion he  is  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  limita- 
tion, and  with  one  short  step  further 
we  should  have  abolition  in  the  very 
near  future.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
money,  because  we  would  have  plenty  of 
money  if  we  had  our  due,  and  even  with 
what  we  have  if  it  were  properly  ad- 
ministered. I  know  there  is  a  social 
prejudice  against  secondary  education, 
but  that  prejudice  is  unworthy  of  the 
traditions  of  Scotland.  I  would  remind 
the  Committee  of  an  utterance  of  a  Lord 
High  Chancellor  of  England  —  Lord 
Brougham.  He  was  a  pupil  of  the  High 
School  of  Edinburgh.  There  was  not  this 
social  prejudice  in  his  time,  and  the 
children  of  the  highest  and  the  lowest 
ranks  of  society  were  educated  together. 
That  he  considered  made  the  school 
invaluable.    This  is  his  own  language : 

"There  they  were,  sitting  side  by  side, 
giving  and  taking  places  from  each  other, 
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without  the  slightest  impression  on  the  part 
1  of  my  noble  friends  of  any  superiority  on  their 
i  parts  to  other  boys,  or  any  ideas  of  inferiority 

on  the  part  of  other  boys  to  them." 

I  hope  the  mind  of  Scotland  will 
become  familiar  with  the  idea  that  every 
class  of  society  is  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege of  free  education,  and  that  we  shall 
not  keep  the  humblest  class  in  the 
country  out  of  our  secondary  institutions. 
There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  wish 
I  to  refer,  and  that  is  that  Scotland  is,  in 
spite  of  the  slowness  of  the  Education 
Department,  gradually  getting  free  secon- 
dary education,  because  money  is  being 
granted  for  the  purpose  by  the  county 
committees,  many  of  them  representing 
populations  of  the  poorest  character.  The 
Elgin  and  other  County  Committees  give  a 
direct  subsidy  to  certain  schools  on  the  con- 
dition that  free  secondary  education  is 
given.  Over  and  over  again  we  find  county 
committees  out  of  the  slender  means  at 
their  disposal  endeavouring  to  secure  free 
places  all  over  Scotland  in  secondary 
institutions.  Now  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  near  salvation  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  county  committees  are 
doing  so  much  on  the  other,  I  hope  the 
time  is  coming  when  Scotch  Members, 
irrespective  of  party,  will  join  in  urging 
the  Government  to  reorganise  secondary 
education  in  Scotland  on  a  generous 
scale  of  payment  in  the  interests 
of  the  whole  country.  My  last  point 
is,  Where  is  this  secondary  education 
to  be  got?  and  here  I  find  myself  in 
opposition  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.  On  the  27th  April,  1899, 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  issued 
a  Minute  which  stated  : 

"  The  remainder  of  the  balance  available 
under  this  section  shall  be  applied  in  aid  of 
such  high-class  secondary  and  technical  schools 
as  are  not  in  receipt  of  grants  under- the  Scotch 
Code." 

I  wondered  whether  it  could  really  be 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern 
merit  to  disfranchise  so  many  schools  and 
localities,  but  it  now  appears  that  our  con- 
struction of  the  Minute  was  unhappily 
only  too  true.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  explanation  is  that 
there  is  so  little  money  to  give, 
and  that  there  is  a  tendency  to 
diffuse  it  by  the  county  committees,  and 
that  in  many  cases  where  money  was 
given  the  committees  had  no  proper 
secondary  schools  at  all.  He  said  further 
that  the  Minute  was  not  a  vote  of  censure 
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on  the  county  committees.    No,  it  is 
not  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  county 
committees,  but  it  is  a  very  severe  vote 
of  censure  on  the  schools  throughout  Scot- 
land of  the  most  excellent  kind,  particu- 
larly in  the  northern  counties,  which 
have  secondary  departments  doing  most 
admirable  work  for  education.    The  cen- 
sure is  not  on  the  county  committees, 
but  on  the  schools.     I  hope  this  Minute 
is  not  yet  beyond  the  stage  of  further 
consideration.    It  is  impossible  in  coun- 
ties such  as  Robs  and  Inverness,  where 
the  population    is  extremely  sparse, 
to  draw  a  circle  and  make   in  the 
centre  a   secondary   education  school. 
You  are  bound  to  take  circumstances  as 
you  find  them.  Large  tracts  of  the  country 
have  a  very  slender  population,  and,  in- 
stead of  encouraging  secondary  schools  in 
large  centres  with  more  grants  of  public 
money,  it  would  be  a  wiser  distribution  of 
money  to  give  greater  encouragement  to 
the  secondary  departments  of  schools  in 
the  poorer  and  more  sparsely  populated 
districts.    I  hope  that  this  extension  will 
not  continue,  and  that  Her  Majesty's 
Governmerit  will  see  to  it  that  this  grant 
is  distributed,  as  in  times  past,  not  where  in- 
efficient education  is  given,  but  wherever 
efficient  education  is  administered.  There 
are  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Scotland 
6,000  children  above  the  age  of  15  who 
all  pay  fees,  except  under  the  county 
committee  arrangement.     Why  should 
not  the  Government  have  the  courage — 
they  have  plenty  of  money — simply  to 
sweep   away  the   payment  of  fees  in 
all  schools  whatever,  be  their  character 
primary,   higher  grade,  secondary,  or 
technical  1   Everybody  in  Scotland  seems 
to  be  agreed  upon  the  subject,  and  the 
Educational  Institute  of  Scotland  have 
taken  a  strong  line  on  the  matter.  They 
say  that  by  continuing  the  grant  to  the 
secondary  schools  an  injustice  would  be 
inflicted  on  the  higher  department  of  the 
primary  schools,  more  especially  in  dis- 
tricts where  secondary  education  is  only 
available  in  the  ordinary  publio  schools. 
I  say  that  that  observation  is  justifiable, 
and  I  hope  that  the  result  of  this  discus- 
sion will  be  that  the  Government  will 
recede  from  its  absurd  position.  When 
one  looks  through  these  reports,  and  turns 
to  the  financial  statement  furnished  with 
them,  as  to  the  grants,  duplicated  and  re- 
duplicated as  they  are,  one  finds  that  in 
this  matter  of  Scotch  education  the  con- 
fusion is  almost  inextricable;  and  I  do 
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not  wonder  that  the  local  authorities, 
looking  through  the   Minutes  of  the 
Department,  are  hampered  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  moneys  which  reach  them 
from  the  Treasury.     We  must  have 
legislation     to    endeavour    to  bring 
order    out   of    this    confusion,  under 
which    is    concealed   the    great  loss 
which  the  nation  is  annually  sustaining 
even  in  the   matter  of  pure  finance. 
When  that  dav  dawns  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  forgotten  that  Scotland  has  not  been 
treated  very  handsomely  in  the  grants 
— equivalent  or  corresponding,   if  you 
like   to   call    it   so — in    past  years. 
I  hope,  further,  that   in  any  settle- 
ment of  Scotch  education  following  on 
this   Code    the    Government  will,  if 
possible,  keep  in  its  secondary  depart- 
ments the  rate  of  advance  which  Scotland 
has  had  over  England  in  primary  educa- 
tion.   The  contrast  between  the  English 
and  the  Scottish  system  is  most  striking. 
In  a  poor  country  like  Scotland  our  school 
teachers  are  a  far  better  paid  class  than 
they  are  in  England.    They  receive  at 
least  £20  per  annum  more  per  head  than 
in  the  richer  country  of  England.  Scotland, 
poor  as  it  is,  and  sparsely  populated,  is 
willing  to  pay,  all  overits  land  valuation,  no 
less  than  9£d.  in  the  pound  for  its  schools. 
I  wish  the  same  could  be  said  of  England. 
Again,  in  Scotland  we  have  been  ex- 
tremely   loyal    to   the  representative 
system.    I  would  put  the  contrast  thus. 
For  every  five  Voluntary  scholars  in 
England  there  are  four  Board  scholars. 
How  do  the  figures  stand  in  regard  to 
Scotland  ?    For  every  five  Voluntary 
scholars  in  Scotland  there  are  thirty-three 
Board  scholars.   Scotland  has  been  proud 
and  willing  to  tax  itself  in  order  to  sub- 
mit to  the  representative  system.  I  think 
it  is  very  hard  indeed  that  when  the 
equivalents  were  being  granted  we  got  such 
a  small  allowance,  because  we  had  so  few 
Voluntary  schools.    It  was  a  punish- 
ment for  our  own  independence  and  our 
loyalty.    We  should  watch  the  Depart- 
ment very  closely,  and  I  repeat  that, 
irrespective  of  party,  when  this  matter  of 
education  has  been  recast,  we  should 
demand  that  the  whole  of  the  children  of 
Scotland,  however  humble  they  may  be, 
must  be  emphatically  the  inheritors  of 
that  free  education  which  has  been  so 
successful  in  the  past. 

*Mr.  RENSHAW  (Renfrew,  W.) :  I 
have  listened  with  interest  to  the  state- 
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ment  which  has  been  made  by  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
the  portion  with  which  I  was  specially 
concerned — namely,  the  defence  he  made 
of  the  Minute  of  27th  April,  1899— seemed 
to  me  perhaps  the  most  unsatisfactory 
part  of  his  speech.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  the  position  of  secondary 
education,  and  the  work  that  has  been 
carried  on  in  connection  with  it  in  Scot- 
land at  the  present  time,  is  involved  in  so 
many  intricacies  and  so  much  difficulty 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  follow  it, 
and  to  understand  what  the  actual  posi- 
tion is.  If  the  House  would  bear  with 
me  for  a  minute  or  two,  I  would  ask  it  to 
remember  what  that  position  is.  You 
have  in  Scotland  various  secondary 
schools,  under  the  management  of  School 
Boards.  They  are  called  higher  class 
schools.  Fees  are  regularly  charged 
in  them,  and  they  are  not 
grant  -  earning  under  the  Code,  but 
they  do  receive  grants  from  the 
Science  and  Art  Department,  which  are 
now  administered,  fortunately,  by  the 
Scotch  Education  Department.  Then  we 
have  throughout  Scotland  a 'large  number 
of  higher  departments  in  the  elementary 
schools,  which  are  doing  a  great  deal  of 
good  work,  and  which  earn  grants  under 
the  Code,  grants  which  were  somewhat 
limited  under  the  provisions  of  the  old 
Code,  but  which  are  being  largely  extended 
by  the  provisions  of  the  new  Code, 
v  arioua  sums  of  money  are  available  for 
the  assistance  of  secondary  and  technical 
education.  There  is  the  money  which 
came  to  the  counties  and  burghs  of  Scot- 
land under  the  residue  grant  of  1890. 
That  money  is  distributed  throughout 
Scotland  to  the  various  counties,  burghs, 
and  local  authorities.  On  the  whole  the 
counties  have  applied,  I  think  I  may  say, 
the  whole  of  that  money  to  technical 
education,  and  the  burghs  have  expended 
some  of  it,  but  not  nearly  so  much  as 
the  counties,  on  technical  education.  An 
additional  grant  came  to  the  same  spend- 
ing authorities  out  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  (Scotland)  Grant,  under  the  Act 
of  1 892.  A  Blue  Book  has  been  published 
recently  dealing  with  the  method  em- 
ployed in  expending  the  two  grants 
by  the  various  local  authorities,  and 
it  forms  a  very  interesting  record 
of  the  work  accomplished  so  far. 
Looking  upon  it  from  the  point  of  view 
as  a  county  Member,  I  consider  that 
the  County  Committees  have  done  their 
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work    satisfactorily  and  well;   and  I 
only  wish  I  could  say  the  same  in  regard 
to  the  expenditure  in  the  burghs.  Let 
me  point  out  that  one  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of 
these  grants  in  counties,  by  the  County 
Committees,  is  that  the  very  parts  of  the 
county  where  the  money  could  best  be 
spent — that  is,  within  the  burghs — are  the 
very  parts  where  no  money  whatever  is 
given  by  the  local  authority  for  the  pro- 
motion of  technical  education.   Let  me 
give  the  Committee  an  instance  which 
will   show   the   great   difficulties  that 
exist  at  the  present  moment),  and  how 
important  is  the  suggestion  that  has 
been  made  by  the  non.  Member  for 
the  Border  Burghs  in  regard  to  legislation 
to  give  effect  to  the  secondary  education 
grants  to  which  he  has  referred,  and  also 
to  some  of  the  other  money  which  oomes 
to  us.    In  my  own  county  the  whole  oi 
the  money  under  the  grant  of  1890  is 
devoted  to  technical  education ;  but  in 
the  large  burgh  of  Paisley  only  £228  out 
of  a  grant  of  £562,  and  in  Port  Glasgow 
£30  out  of  £105,  are  devoted  to  technical 
education,  whilst  in  Greenock  and  five 
other  burghs  no  part  of  the  grant  is 
given  for  technical  education.    I  refer 
to  that  fact,  for  I  want  to  bring  home  to 
the  Lord  Advocate  the  fact  that  as  long 
as  those   moneys  which  it  was  hoped 
and  intended  should  be  devoted  to  the 
development  of  technical  and  secondary 
education  are  dispersed  through  so  many 
spending  authorities  it  will  be  impossible 
to  improve  the  administration  of  them. 
That  brings  me  to  the  question  of  the 
amount  available  under  the  Special  Grant 
for  secondary  education.    There  is  a  sum 
of  £60,000  under  the  Act  of  1892  which 
is  distributed  throughout   the  various 
counties  and   six  burghs  of  Scotland, 
on  the  basis  of  population,  under  the 
Minute  of  June  10th,  1897.    The  county 
committees  which  distribute  their  quota 
of  the   Grant  are  constituted  by  the 
County  Council    appointing  a  certain 
number  of  members,  and  by  the  Chair- 
men of  the  School  Boards  in  each  county 
appointing  so  many  additional  members. 
Her  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Schools  for 
the  district  is  also  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  committees  sit  and  consider 
the  whole  question  of  secondary  education 
within  their  district.     They  frame  a 
scheme  which  they  have  to  submit  to  the 
Department.    The  Department  sends  the 
scheme  to  the  various  School  Boards  and 
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the  managers  of  secondary  schools  in  the 
county,  and  invites  criticism  upon  the 
scheme  under  which  the  money  which  is  to 
come  from  the  special  Grant  for  secondary 
education  is  to  be  expended  in  the  county. 
The  Department,  having  received  these 
criticisms,  again  place  themselves  in  com- 
munication with  the  county  committees, 
who  have  to  reconsider  their  schemes, 
if    necessary.     After     having  made 
their   explanations    and    received  the 
sanction  of  the  Department  to  their 
schemes,  they  then  proceed  to  give  effect 
to  them.    The  Minute  of  1897  contained 
a  very  valuable  suggestion,  namely,  that 
they  should  endeavour,  wherever  possible, 
to  invite  the  co-operation  of  the  authorities 
which  had  the  spending  of  the  money  under 
the  residue  grant  of  1890.    To  a  certain 
extent,  I  believe,  the  county  committees 
had  the  funds  under  this  grant  placed  at 
their  disposal ;  but  as  long  as  we  have  so 
many  spending  authorities  it  is  impossible 
to  get  a  general  agreement.    This  diffi- 
culty exists,  and  will  continue  to  exist 
until  we  have  legislation  on  the  subject. 
I  understand  from  the  remarks  of  the 
Lord  Advocate  to-night,  and  from  the 
criticism  which  has  been  directed  from 
time  to  time  on  the  work  of  the  county 
committees,  that  these  have  not  been  so 
successful  as  they  might  have  been  in 
promoting  secondary  education  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.    I  think  he  said 
that  one  result  of  the  administration  had 
been  to  leave  the  higher  class  schools  out 
in  the  cold.    I  should  just  like,  on  that 
point,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  an  interesting  synopsis  at  the 
end  of  the  Education  Report  this  year,  as 
to  the  work  carried  on  by  these  county 
committees.     It  is  there  stated  that 
direct  subsidies  to  the  extent  of  £21,000 
were  paid  out  of  the  grants  received  for 
secondary    education    to  higher  class 
schools,  and  that  £19,000  was  paid  in 
direct   subsidies  to  higher  departments 
of  elementary  schools.  From  that  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  said,  in  regard  to  the 
work  done  by  the  county  committees, 
that  they  have  left  the  higher  class 
schools  out  in  the  cold.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  the 
county  committees  seemed  to  make  up 
their  minds  that  the  money  was  to  be 
spent  within  their  own  boundaries,  and 
that  they  were  thus  forced  to  give  it,  in 
some  cases,  to  the  higher  departments  of 
primary  schools.    No  doubt  that  is  the 
case.    There  are  counties  in  Scotland 


where  no  secondary  schools  exist,  and  it 
cannot  be  a  matterof  blame  that  the  county 
committees  should  spend  the  money  in 
that  way.  But  no  one  could  follow  the 
Reports  that  have  been  made  in  regard  to 
secondary  and  technical  education  without 
being  satisfied  that  every  year  there  has 
been  more  concentration  going  on.  I 
think  it  is  only  right  to  point  out  that  the 
greatest  compliment  that  has  been  paid 
to  the  work  carried  on  by  the  county 
committees  has  been  the  production  of 
the  new  Code  this  year.  It  actually 
recognised  the  very  smallest  class  of 
schools  to  which  Grants  had  been  given 
out  of  these  two  funds  by  the  county 
committees  as  being  worthy  now  of 
receiving  special  grants  under  the 
Code.  Under  Section  21  of  the  Code 
this  year  there  is  a  grant  of  50s.  per 
head  for  the  pupils  taught  in  classes  of 
not  more  than  40.  That  is  a  recogni- 
tion that  these  schools  are  doing  good 
work  beyond  elementary  education. 
Then,  under  Chapter  9,  a  provision  is 
made  for  a  special  grant  in  the  higher 
grade  schools  on  the  commercial  side,  of 
£2  10s.  for  the  first  year,  of  £3  10s.  for 
the  second  year,  and  £4  10s.  for  the  third 
year,  to  pupils  who  have  taken  the  merit 
certificate.  I  have  nothing  but  praise  to 
express  in  regard  to  the  provisions  in 
that  respect,  and  I  claim  that  the  Code 
is  a  recognition  of  the  good  work  carried 
on  by  the  county  committees.  The 
county  committees  have  been  accused  of 
dispersing  their  money  too  much  abroad, 
giving  too  much  to  small  schools,  and 
leaving  the  higher  class  schools  out  in  the 
cold.  My  own  experience  of  one  of  these 
county  committees  is  that  they  have 
done  nothing  of  the  kind.  We  are 
really  and  truly  aiming,  not  only  at 
giving  a  secondary  education  in  all  parts 
of  the  country,  but  also  in  supporting  the 
system  of  secondary  schools.  But  there 
is  a  real  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  these  Grants  in  connec- 
tion with  the  higher  class  schools.  The 
higher  class  schools  charge  fees  in 
their  elementary  department  and  in 
the  higher  department.  One  of  the 
great  difficulties  which  the  County  Com- 
mittees will  have  to  face  is,  how  they 
are  fairly  to  put  fee-paying  scholars 
alongside  a  large  number  of  free 
scholars  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  perhaps  belonging  to  a 
humbler  class  than  those  they  are 
in  the  habit  of  associating  with  in  these 
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schools.  Then  comes  the  Minute  of 
April  27th,  1899.  The  County  Com- 
mittees are,  under  that  Minute, 
placed  in  a  totally  different  position 
from  that  which  they  occupied  pre- 
viously. They  will  have  still  to  admini- 
ster the  grant  under  the  Minute  of  June 
10th,  1897  ;  but  they  will  be  placed 
in  a  different  relation  to  the  Department 
in  regard  to  the  secondary  schools,  and 
the  higher  department  of  the  elemen- 
tary schools  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Minute  of  April  27th,  1899.  In  regard 
to  the  £60,000  grant  the  Committee 
frame  a  scheme,  and  the  Department 
sends  it  down  to  the  school  managers  and 
the  School  Boards,  and  after  receiving 
the  sanction  of  the  Department  the  Com- 
mittee give  effect  to  the  scheme.  Under 
the  Minute  of  April  27th  the  same  work, 
in  fact,  is  to  be  accomplished,  but  in  a 
different  way.  A  sum  of  £31,000  would 
be  available  for  the  whole  of  Scotland. 
The  managers  of  the  secondary 
schools  are  to  have  the  right  to 
make  a  statement  of  the  various  items 
connected  with  school  expenditure,  and 
to  send  that  statement,  through  the 
county  committees,  up  to  the  Education 
Department.  When  that  has  been 
done,  the  Education  Department  is 
to  consider  the  scheme,  and  to  sanc- 
tion it,  or  some  modification  of  it, 
or  possibly  not  to  agree  to  it  at 
all.  What  will  be  the  position 
of  the  unfortunate  county  commit- 
tees? They  will  be  called  upon 
to  criticise  the  scheme  of  the  managers 
of  the  Secondary  Schools,  and  if  they 
say  that  the  scheme  of  the  managers 
asks  too  much  for  the  Secondary  Schools, 
it  will  be  said  that  they  are  disloyal  to  ! 
their  localities.  I  do  not  at  all  envy  the 
duty  of  the  county  committees  in  j 
criticising  these  schemes,  and  I  think  the  | 
confusion  will  be  worse  confounded  by 
the  different  manner  in  which  they  will 
work  under  the  new  Minute.  I  do  hope, 
notwithstanding  what  the  Lord  Advocate 
has  stated,  that  there  will  be  some 
reconsideration  of  this  matter,  and  that 
it  will  be  found  possible  to  deal  with 
the  £60,000  grant  and  the  £31,000 
grant  together.  Whatever  the  plan 
should  be,  the  £91,000  should  be  treated 
as  one  sum.  Under  the  scheme  of  1897 
a  provision  was  made  that  £200  per 
annum  was  to  be  paid  to  every  Secondary 
School.  Under  a  new  scheme  which 
would  thoroughly  protect  higher  class 
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schools,  instead  of  a  provision  of  £200 
per  annum,  in  larger  centres  £500  or 
£600  might  be  fixed  upon,  I  think 
the  time  has  come  when  without 
further  experiment  more  concentration 
should  take  place.  Until  the  County 
and  the  Burghs  Authorities  are  united 
in  an  endeavour  to  establish  in  Scotland 
a  thoroughly  sound  and  effective  system 
of  secondary  education — legislation  will 
be  necessary  for  that — it  will  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  feel  that  we  are  not 
wasting  some  of  the  money  that  has  been 
and  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  purposes 
of  secondary  and  technical  education. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington):  I 
have  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down  with 
intense  interest.  He  addresses  the 
House  on  this  topic  with  great 
authority,  because  his  Knowledge  is  not 
only  theoretical,  but  derived  from  a  large 
experience  in  practical  administration. 
It  is  significant  that  the  work  of  county 
committees  has  been  done  best  in  the 
region  which  the  hon.  Gentlemen  repre- 
sents. Not  only  Renfrewshire,  but 
Lanarkshire  stands  out  in  a  very  ad- 
mirable fashion  for  the  manner  in  which 
the  county  committees  have  been  able  to 
distribute  the  grants  entrusted  to  them. 
It  is  ominous  to  the  Government  when 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  the 
Border  Burghs  have  agreed  in  expressing 
dissatisfaction  with  the  scheme  the 
Government  have  embodied  in  the 
Minute  of  last  April.  To  this  extent  I 
feel  sympathy  with  the  Government ;  that 
I  think  the  work  which  was  done  by  the 
committees  to  whom  the  money  has  been 
entrusted  has  not  been,  in  all  respects,  of 
a  nature  so  satisfactory  as  to  encourage 
the  Government  in  the  hope  that  the 
best  results  attainable  in  the  disposal 
of  the  money  have  been  secured  I 
agree  with  the  Lord  Advocate  when  he 
says  that  something  was  necessary 
to  be  done  to  give  some  guarantee 
that  higher  education  will  be  obtained, 
but  where  I  find  myself  not  wholly  at  one 
with  the  Government,  and  much  more  in 
sympathy  with  their  critics  this  afternoon, 
is  as  regards  the  machinery  which  they 
have  devised  to  give  effect  to  their  Mi- 
nutes. I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
failure  of  the  local  committees  in  Scot- 
land to  carry  out  the  purposes  which  the 
friends  of  education  seek  to  attain  in  re- 
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gard  to  higher  and  technical  education  | 
arises  from  the  fact  that  these  committees  ! 
are  far  too  numerous,  that  in  some  cases  1 
too  little  money  is  at  their  disposal,  and  j 
that  there  has  often  been  a  frittering 
away  of  national  resources.    Nothing  is  I 
more  striking  in  this  respect  than  the 
contrast  between  Scotland  and  Wales. 
My  noble  friend  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land, in  a  recent  speech  at  Paisley,  I  think, 
said  that  Scotland  had  nothing  to  learn 
from  Wales  in  the  matter  of  higher  edu- 
cation.   I  venture  to  "say  that  Scotland 
has  everything  to  learn.    In  Wales  they 
have  a  system  under  which  the  money 
at  the  disposal  of  the  local  committees 
has  been  properly  expended  for  higher 
educational  purposes,  but  in  Scotland 
small  funds  are  handed  over  to  town 
councils  and  local  bodies  to  be  frittered 
away    for    the   reduction    of  rates 
and  for  no  useful  purpose  whatever.  You 
have   in    Wales   a   number    of  local 
committees  which  is  not  out  of  proportion 
to  the  sum  you  havo  to  expend ;  and 
you    have  a  central  body,  constituted 
out  of  the  representatives  of  these  com- 
mittees and  other  representative  Boards, 
to  assist  them,  which  really  represents  the 
educational  mind  of  Wales  in  regard  to 
the  educational  necessities  of  the  country. 
I  have  been  convinced  for  some  time  that 
you  never  will  have  a  better  state  of 
things  in  Scotland  until  you  arouse  public 
attention  to  the  matter.    And  I  do  not 
think  that  you  will  bring  about  that 
better  state  of  affairs  until  you  have  estab- 
lished in  Scotland,  not  only  a  central 
educational  authority,  such  as  there  is  in 
Wales,  which  will  represent  the  popular 
.mind  on  the  subject,  but  until  you  have 
also  brought  about  such  a  reform  of  the 
system   of    local   committees  as  shall 
diminish  their  number,  and  leave  them  in 
possession  of  adequate  funds.     A  con- 
siderable change  is  also  necessary  in 
regard  to  the  whole  system  of  inter- 
mediate education  and  tho  administration 
of  the  funds  devoted  to  technical  and  the 
higher  education.    Another  necessity  is 
that  we  should  bring  our  intermediate 
education  into  some  living  relation  to  the 
Universities.    I  think  on  matters  of  tech- 
nical and  scientific  education  inourScottish 
Universities  we  are  far  behind  the  Univer- 
sities of  England  and  Wales.    We  are 
wholly  deficient  in  technical  science,  and 
there  is  no  element  in  the  Scottish  univer- 
sity system  which  brings  itself  into  con- 
tact with  the  schools,  or  which  would 


give  the  schools  the  position  of  a  stepping- 
stone  to  something  higher.    We  are  a 
nation  of  Philistines  as  far  as  technical 
education  is  concerned.    Compare  it  with 
what  exists  south  of  the  Tweed.    If  you 
turn  to  the  Welsh  University,  with  its 
three  colleges,  or  to  the  Victoria  Univer- 
sity, with  its  colleges  at  Liverpool,  Man- 
chester, and  Preston,  you  find  established 
a  sytem  of  technical  and  scientific  training 
which  is  in  living  contact  with  the  indus- 
trial enterprises  of  the  people,  and  which 
enables  the  pupils  to  obtain  that  scientific 
and  practical  education  which  fits  them 
for  appointments  in  the  industrial  world. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  teaching  in  Scot- 
land of  one  single  branch  of  science — 
chemistry.    In  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, which  I  know  best,  you  have  a 
large  number  of  students  in  the  chemistry 
class,  but  only  a  single  professor,  and  the 
teaching  has  no  living  relation  with  the 
practical  work  of  to-day  in  the  industrial 
world.   Contrast  that  with  the  University 
of  Zurich  in  Switzerland,  where  there  are 
seven  professors  of  chemistry  to  the  same 
number  of  students  as  in  Edinburgh, 
and  where  the  teaching  is  brought  into 
practical  accord  with  the  industrial  neces- 
sities of  the  country.  I  think  that  the  next 
step  that  the  Government  ought  to  take 
should  be  in  the  direction  of  the  improve- 
ment of  scientific  and  technical  education 
in  connection   with    the  intermediate 
schools.    Already  in  Glasgow  the  mind 
of  the  University  authorities  is  being 
awakened  as  to  what  steps  should  be 
taken  in  this  direction.    Until  wo  have, 
;  as  in  Wales,  a  link  between  the  elemen- 
tary schools  and  the  secondary  schools, 
and  between  these  higher  class  schools 
and  universities,  we  will  not  have  in  Scot- 
land a  system  which  can,  in  any  sense,  be 
described  as  satisfactory.    I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  bear  testimony  to  the  admirable 
energy  and  ability  which  has  been  thrown 
into  the  reform  of  the  Scotch  system  of 
late  years;  but  how  is  it  possible  with 
our  system,  administered  as  it  is,  to  obtain 
thorough  efficiency  t  We  have  one  official 
here  in  London,  Sir  Henry  Craik,  and  in 
Scotland  we  have  a  number  of  educational 
bodies  without  any  centre  of  interest,  as 
in  Wales,  on  which  the  public  attention 
might  become  focussed  ;  and  the  result  is 
that,  under  the  guise  of  a  democratic  in- 
stitution, under  the  semblance  of  handing 
over  the  educational  interests  of  the 
country  to  local  authorities,  we  have  got 
the  most  complete  svstem  ( '  ' 
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tion  that  can  be  seen  in  this  country.  Our 
system,  centred  in  Dover  Houso,  in  London, 
is  conducted  with  great  ability,  no  doubt, 
but  without  that  living  contact  with  the 
people  and  that  knowledge  of  the  necessities 
of  the  case  which  can  only  be  gained  if 
you  have  the  head  of  the  Department 
living  among  the  people  and  on  the  spot. 
I,  for  one,  despair  of  the  system  of  Scotch 
education  being  brought  into  a  more 
efficient  condition  until  we  have  more  of 
the  work  of  central  administration  done  in 
Scotland  than  we  have  at  the  present  time. 
I  feel  that  the  local  committees  have,  in 
a  large  measure,  failed,  though  some  have 
managed  their  business  with  conspicuous 
success.  It  would  have  been  better  if  the 
Government  had  not  proceeded  on  lines 
of  centralisation,  but  had  reformed  the 
local  committees,  and  given  them  a  better 
system  of  working.  Until  they  have 
done  that  there  will  be  none  of  that 
growth  of  public  interest  in  education  in 
Scotland  which  is  so  urgently  required, 
and  without  which  you  will  make  no 
marked  progress  in  the  reform  of  your 
educational  system. 

♦Colonel  DENNY  (Kilmarnock 
Burghs) :  The  question  which  I  desire  to 
bring  before  the  Committee  is  one  of 
those  usual  struggles  between  Depart- 
ments employed  to  distribute  moneys 
voted  by  this  House  and  the  beneficiaries, 
who  object  to  the  method  of  distribution. 
Under  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act, 
1897,  certain  funds  were  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Scotch  Educational  Depart- 
ment, as  a  complement  of  the  amounts 
granted  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum 
per  head  to  the  poor  School  Boards  and 
Voluntary  schools  in  England.  The  Bill 
is  a  very  simple  one,  and  merely  states 
that  where  the  Board  is  a  poor  School 
Board — that  is  to  say.  where  the  yield  of 
a  3d.  rate  is  not  7s.  6d.  per  child — that 
Board  shall  forthwith  be  entitled  to  the 
privileges  accorded  to  poor  School  Boards 
and  shall  receive  4d.  per  child  for  every 
complete  penny  by  which  the  school  rate 
per  £  exceeds  3d.  Read  as  the  House  of 
Commons  undoubtedly,  to  my  mind,  ex- 
pected this  to  be  read,  there  is 
nothing  more  simple,  and  the  School 
Board  of  Port  Glasgow  in  my  con- 
stituency made  its  demand  in  the 
month  of  September,  1 898,  for  the  grant 
for  that  year,  amounting  to  £109  Is.  4d. 
This  was  based  on  the  school  rate  as 
levied  by  the  Parish  Council  of  9d.  per  £. 

Mr.  Haldane. 


This  rate  was  levied  as  to  4£d.  on  owners 
and  4fd.  on  occupiers,  in  accordance  with, 
I  understand,  a  legal  decision  given  by 
the  Court  of  Session  as  to  poor  rate  only, 
school  rate  being  by  Lord  Rutherfurd 
Clark  specifically  excepted,  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  not  the  rate  which  should  be 
divided  equally  between  owners  and 
occupiers,  but  the  product  of  the  rate; 
and  as  occupiers  are  notoriously  less 
likely  to  pay  regularly  than  owners,  it 
naturally  requires  a  larger  rate  upon 
them  than  upon  the  others  to  produce 
equal  amounts  from  both  classes.  I  hold, 
however,  that  the  division  between 
owners  and  occupiers  has  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  Act  of  1897,  which 
clearly  specified  the  School  Board  rate 
without  any  reservation  as  to  how  this 
was  divided ;  in  fact,  were  they  to  go 
into  the  division  of  the  rate  I  do  not  see 
for  what  reason  they  fixed  the  minimum 
of  3d.  per  £,  without  at  the  same  time 
going  into  elaborate  explanations  of 
how  the  3d.  in  the  £  was  to  be  derived 
from  the  two  classes  of  ratepayers.  How- 
ever, it  ultimately  came  to  this,  that  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  fixed  a 
hypothetical  rate  of  their  own,  for  which 
no  reason,  to  my  mind,  has  ever  been 
adduced.  Taking  the  owners'  rate  as 
the  more  stable,  they  multiplied  that 
(4^d.)  by  two,  producing,  as  I  say,  a 
hypothetical  rate  of  8|d.,  as  against  the 
9d.  which  was  levied  ;  and  as  they  do  not 
take  into  consideration  anything  less  than 
Id.  they  take  off  the  Ad.,  and  pay  my 
unfortunate  School  Board  in  Port  Glasgow 
on  the  rate  of  8d.  instead  of  9d. — that  is 
to  say,  instead  of  giving  them  24d.  per 
child,  to  which  I  hold  they  were  clearly 
entitled  under  the  Act,  they  have  only 
given  them  20d.,  or  a  loss  of  4d.  per 
child ;  and  as  there  are  1,636  children  in 
average  attendance,  that  means  a  loss  to 
them  of  £26  14s.  per  annum,  which  is 
sufficiently  serious  even  if  it  were  justi- 
fied. The  School  Board  at  once  pro- 
tested, and  a  long  correspondence  ensued 
with  the  Scotch  Education  Department 
I  was  received — as  is  customary  and  usual 
in  all  Government  Departments— most 
courteously  by  the  officials,  and  Sir  Henry 
Craik  explained  to  me  that  the  advice  of 
their  legal  department  was  that  under  no 
circumstances  could  the  rate  levied  by  the 
Parish  Council  overhead  be  taken,  but 
that  they  must  take  twice  the  owners' 
rate.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find 
out,  or  to  gather  from  the  arguments 
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advanced,  why  this  is  so,  and  although  I 
have  applied  at  the  Scotch  Office  to  have 
the  opinion,  which  I  think  the  House  is 
clearly  entitled  to,  of  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown,  viz.,  the  Lord  Advocate  and 
the  Solicitor-General  for  Scotland,  this  has 
not  been  granted,  on  the  principle  that 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  never  give 
an  opinion  on  law  under  any  circum- 
stances whatever ;  or  if  they  do,  they  are 
never  communicated  to  the  public.  Now, 
Sir,  what  I  hold  is  this,  that  the  Depart- 
ment are  taking  a  highly  erroneous  view 
of  the  Act ;  that  they  are  reading  into 
it  what  the  House  of  Commons  never 
gave  them  any  authority  to  read ; 
and  that  they  are  saving  a  very  small 
amount  of  money  at  the  cost  of  a  very 
great  deal  of  friction.  To  my  mind,  it 
appears  that  common-sense  should  enter 
into  this  thing  more  than  law,  in  fact  this 
is  a  case  where  common-sense  is  law  ;  and 
if  the  school  rate,  which  we  always  re- 
ferred to  in  this  House  when  discussing 
the  Act  in  question  as  the  real  rate,  let 
me  call  it,  taken  overhead  on  owners  and 
occupiers,  is  to  be  the  basis,  then  the 
hypothetical  rate,  which  has  no  existence 
anywhere  and  no  authority  for  use,  should 
be  discarded.  The  Act  distinctly  says  it 
is  to  be  upon  the  rateable  value.  Now  in 
this  case,  if  we  divide  the  total  amount 
levied  both  on  the  owners  and  occupiers 
by  the  average  value  of  owners  and  occu- 
piers, we  get  a  little  over  9d.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  take  the  produce  of  the 
rate  levied  and  divide  it  absolutely  by  the 
owners'  rateable  value,  it  comes  so  little 
under  9d.  as  to  be  negligible — that  is  to 
say,  something  like  8*98d.,  which  shows 
that  the  Parish  Council  were  quite  correct 
in  expressly  fixing  the  rate  at  9d. 
Then  the  Statute  expressly  imposes  the 
duty  of  fixing  the  rate  on  the  Parish 
Council ;  and  by  what  authority,  I  would 
ask,  does  the  Education  Department 
assume  the  duty  of  altering  the  decision 
— legally  and  mathematically  correct — of 
the  Parish  Council  t  Now,  Sir,  what  I 
claim  this  House  is  entitled  to — and  I  do 
not  think  the  Lord  Advocate  will  deny  it 
— is  a  clear  legal  decision  from  him  on  the 
rights  and  wrongs  of  this  question.  We 
are  not  acquainted  with,  and  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with,  any  private  legal 
advice  given  by  any  gentleman,  however 
eminent,  to  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment, when  that  gentleman  is  not 
responsible  to  this  House.  Personally  I 
may  know  who  it  is  that  gives  this  legal 


advice ;  officially  I  have  no  cognisance  of 
the  gentleman  whatever.  The  only  man 
I  recognise  in  the  matter  is  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  what  I  wish  him  to  tell 
me  and  this  Committee  is  this — under 
what  construction  of  the  Education  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1897,  is  anything  else 
taken  as  a  basis  than  the  real  school 
rate  in  this  instance  of  9d.  1  If 
any  other  rate  is  to  be  taken,  on 
what  authority  is  the  owners'  rate  multi- 
plied by  two  selected  as  a  basis ;  and,  if 
another  than  the  real  rate  is  to  be  taken, 
why  should  twice  the  owners'  rate  be 
taken  in  preference  to  the  average  rate 
per  £  arrived  at  by  dividing  the  product 
of  the  rate  by  the  average  rateable  value 
on  owners  and  occupiers;  or,  if  this 
pleases  the  Education  Department  better, 
by  taking  the  actual  product  of  tho  rate 
and  dividing  it  by  the  rateable  value 
affected  to  the  owners  alone  1  Sir, 
this  Act  was  passed  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  poor  School  Boards,  but  it 
appears  to  be  absolutely  impossible  for 
any  Department  to  go  in  for  assisting 
poor  people  without  showing  what,  I 
hope  I  may  say  without  offence,  is  a 
certain  official  meanness.  Now,  let  me 
acknowledge  that  there  is  nothing  I 
admire  more  in  the  conduct  of  all  our 
various  Departments  than  the  honest  and 
economical  way  in  which  the  majority, 
|  possibly  the  whole,  of  them  are  con- 
ducted ;  but  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  honesty  and  economy  and  abso- 
lute meanness,  and  I  hold  in  this  instance 
it  is  the  latter  feeling  which  has  pre- 
dominated in  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion. The  poor  School  Boards  are 
deprived  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 
grant  the  House  of  Commons  intended 
to  give  them,  and  to  this  extent  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  Act  are 
defeated. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  The  Lord 
Advocate  has  given  us  a  very  clear  and 
instructive  statement  with  regard  to  the 
motives  which  guided  the  Department, 
in  the  foundation  of  the  new  Code.  I 
should  like  to  say  that  I  think  the 
general  feeling  of  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  so  far  as  I  can  gather 
it,  has  been  on  the  whole  to  approve 
of  the  changes  which  the  present  Code 
shows,  and  in  particular  of  that  very  im- 
:  portant  change  which  consists  in  substitut- 
ing a  general  report  on  the  condition  of  the 
school  for  the  individual  examination  of 
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the  pupils  as  the  basis  of  payment  for  j  duced  by  sixpence  for  deficiency.  I 


grants.  As  the  Lord  Advocate  has  said, 
the  tendency  ever  since  the  great  reaction 
in  educational  policy  began  has  been  in 
the  direction  of  doing  away  with  the 
exaggerated  length  to  which  the  system 
of  payment  by  results,  based  on  indi- 
vidual examination  of  the  scholars,  went, 
and  has  been  moving  towards  estimating 
the  school  as  a  whole  on  its  general 
efficiency.     I  think    that  educational 


think  the  Department  will  find  when  it 
comes  to  consider  the  matter  that  that 
rise  will  not  be  sufficient,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  go  higher  in  order  to  reward 
real  excellence;  otherwise  there  will  be  an 
increased  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the 
School  Board,  and  the  rates  will  suffer,  and 
that  progress  which  the  Department  desires 
will  be  discouraged.  The  second  point  is 
a  somewhat  minute  question,  which  is 


opinion  both  in  England  and  Scotland  has  l  also  important,  which  the  School  Board  of 


been  certainly  moving  in  that  direction 
for  some  time,  and  1  am  glad  that  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  have  put  the 


coping  stone  to  that  process  by  the  Code  loss  a  School  Board  may  incur  owing  to 


Aberdeen  is  anxious  to  have  addressed  to 
the  Department,  upon  Section  19  F  of 
the  new  Code,  with  regard  to  which  the 


which  they  have  issued  this  year.   At  the 
same  time,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
very  great  care  will  be  required  in  apply- 
ing the  principle,  and  that  the  Department 
will  be  obliged  to  insist  on  the  inspectors 
making  more  frequent  and  unexpected 
visits  to  the  schools  than  before.  Every- 
thing,, in  fact,  will  now  depend  on  the 
efficiency  with  which  the  inspectors  do 
their  work,  and  the  amount  of  care  they 
devote  to  their  reports.    I  think  it  is  not, 
therefore,  an  idle  demand  that  the  Depart- 
ment will  require  to  be  more  than  ever 
careful  in  the  choice  of  the  persons  whom 
they  appoint  to  the  office  of  inspectors, 
for  the  success  of  the  experiment  will 
depend  more  upon  the  ability,  the  com- 
mon-sense, the  tact,  the  judgment  and 
knowledge  of  the  world,  of  the  Inspectors, 
than  ever  before.    I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  admits  that  it  will  be, 
to  some  extent,  a  tentative  measure, 
and  that  it  will  not  be  brought  into 
force    until     there     has    been  full 
opportunity  of  criticism.     I  take  the 
opportunity,  therefore,  of  offering  some 
criticism  which  it  seems  to  me  is  necessary. 
The  School  Board  of  Aberdeen  and  other 
leading  School  Boards  think  that  the  re- 
requirements  of  the  present  Code  will 
tend  rather  to  diminish  than  increase  the 
grants,  and  that  under  the  requirements 
of  the  new  Code  School  Boards  will  be 
put  to  considerable  additional  expense.  I 
want  to  put  three  points  to  the  Lord 
Advocate  and  the  Education  Department. 
Firstly,  the  desirability  of  considering, 
this  year,  which  way  the  Code  will  work, 
and  considering  whether  they  ought  not 
to  raise  the  amount  of  the  grant.  The 
limit  between  that  which  the  grant  will 
oscillate  at  present  is  about  one  and  six- 
pence, with  another  shilling  added  for 
special  excellence,  whilst  it  may  be  re- 
Mv.  Bryce. 


the  school  being  closed  by  reason  of  an 
epidemic.     It  often   happens  that  the 
attendance  is  largely  diminished  in  such 
a  case.    In  Aberdeen  the  percentage  of 
absentees  rose  from  7  per  cent,  to  18  per 
cent,  during  the  course  of  a  severe  epi- 
demic, and  the  School  Board  feels  that 
some  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  the 
diminution  of   attendance  under  such 
circumstances.    This  has  been  recognised 
by  the  Department,  but  to  a  very  in- 
adequate extent.    As  I  understand,  the 
Department  will  not  make  any  reduction 
unless  the  diminution  of  attendance  aver- 
ages 5  per  cent,  on  the  whole  year ;  but 
what  we  feel  is  that  the  5  per  cent,  ought 
not  to  be  calculated  upon  the  year,  but 
upon  the  months  during  which  the  epi- 
demic has  prevailed.    A  very  reasonable 
plan  would  be  to  make  an  allowance  for 
diminution  of  attendance  over  a  small 
period  of  time,  and  not  on  the  year  as  a 
whole.    I  ought  to  add  that  this  allow- 
ance will  not  require  any  alteration  in  the 
terms  of  the  Code,  as  it  is  quite  compatible 
with  Section  19  m,  and  the  limit  such  as 
I  ask  for  we  consider  should  be  put  in 
those  terms ;  but  all  we  ask  is  that  the 
Department  should  consider  this  matter. 
Thirdly,  I  desire  to  support  the  conten- 
tion which  has  just  been  advanced  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kilmarnock  Burghs. 
The  point  he  has  urged  with  regard  to 
the  School  Board  of  that  district  is  a 
point  which  concerns  many  School  Boards 
in  other  parts  of  Scotland.     It  seems 
to  me,  looking    at  the  matter  as  a 
whole,  that  the  construction  he  asks 
for  is  an  admirable  one.    He  asks  it  on 
the  ground  of  common-sense ;  I  should  ask 
for  it  as  a  point  of  law,  and  it  will  make 
the  practice  very  simple.    The  proposal 
of  the  Department  to  take  all  the  rate 
that  is  to  be  levied  from  the  owners  and 
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double  it,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  con- 1 
struction  put  upon  the  Act  of  1897,  may 
make  considerable  difference  to  the  School  j 
Boards,  and  the  question  becomes  one  of 
great  importance.    Now  I  come  for  a  I 
moment  to  the  question  of  the  grants.  As 
the  Committee  knows,  we  have  three 
grants— the  grant  of  1890  of  £35,000  or  j 
£40,000,  the  equivalent  grant  of  1892  of 
£60,000,  and  thegrant  of  last  year  of  about 
£35,000.  Those  three  grants  are  allotted 
for  different  purposes,  and  are  adminis- 
tered by  different  departments,  with  the 
result  that  the  whole  matter  has  got  into 
an  almost  inextricable  tangle.    There  are 
three  different  grants  for  different  pur- 
poses, with  different  methods  of  applica- 
tion.   "We  ask  with  practical  unanimity 
upon  both  sides  of  the  House  that  this 
tangle  should  at  least  be  put  an  end  to. 
Instead  of  the  system  of  minutes,  intro- 
ducing fresh  complications  every  time  a 
new  grant  takes  place,  we  should  have  a 
Bill  brought  into  this  House  dealing  with 
the  matter  de  novo,  and  thus  give  us  an 
effective  and  consistent  system,  which 
would  promote  the  feeling  of  contentment 
in  Scotland  which  cannot  be  brought 
about  by  this  method  of  proceeding  by 
minute.  If  the  whole  matter  were  brought 
before  the  House  we  should  endeavour  to 
arrange  a  comprehensive  system,  and  we 
put  this  to  the  Lord  Advocate.  Scotch 
opinion  is  practically  unanimous  upon  this 
subject.     Scotland   is  tired   of  being 
governed  by  a  Department,  not  that  it  at 
all  despises  the  Department,  but  that  it 
thinks  the  Department  would  do  better  by 
taking  this  House  and  Scotland  into  its 
confidence.    We  also  point  out  that  in 
Scotland  we  are  agreed  not  only  as  to  the 
legislation,  but  as  to  the  points  which  it 
should  deal  with.    We  also  desire  that 
the  grant  of  1890  should  be  ear-marked 
for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  that 
the  Burgh  Councils  and  County  Councils 
should  no  longer  have  power  to  apply 
that  fund  to  the  relief  of  rates,  which 
everyone  will  agree  is  an  absolutely  use- 
less purpose,  and  does  no  good  to  the 
ratepayers,  and  only  tends  towards  the 
waste  of  money.    Most  educationists  in 
Scotland  are  also  agreed  that  technical 
and  secondary  education  should  be  con- 
nected. We  are  further  agreed  that  these 
three  grants  ought  to  be  pooled  ;  that  is 
to  say,  that  the  three  grants  should  be 
thrown  into  one,  and  placed  in  the  hands 
of  some  authority  to  be  administered  con- 
jointly.   Lastly,  we  are  agreed  that  all 


these  matters  should   be  consolidated. 
These  are  points  upon  which  Scottish 
opinion  is  unanimous.    Last  year  we 
asked  the  Lord  Advocate  to  give  us 
legislation,  and  he  pointed  out  that  he 
did  so  by  proceeding  by  Minute.  Now, 
what  has  happened  has  confirmed  the 
prediction  we  then  made ;  we  have  had 
this  Minute.    I  do  not  for  a  moment  dis- 
pute the  zeal  and  public  spirit  that  has 
animated  the  Department  in  its  endea- 
vour to  deal  with  this  matter.    The  Lord 
Advocate  has  given  us  a  lucid  statement 
of  the  principle  upon  which  the  Department 
acts.     He  has  pointed   out  that  .the 
money    being    administered    by  the 
Secondary  Education  Committees  was  in 
many  cases  given  in  such  small  sums  to 
so  many  small  schools  that  it  was  not 
producing    that  effect  upon  the  best 
schools  which  in  the  true  interest  of 
education  the  Department  thought  neces- 
sary.   I  am  not  prepared  to  deny  that 
there  is  not  a  good  deal  in  that  view, 
and  I  agree  as  to  the  advisability  of  not 
neglecting  the  higher  departments  of 
elementary  schools ;  still  there  must  be  a 
good  deal  of  force  in  the  view  that  they 
will  essentially  affect  secondary  education 
if  they  endeavour  in  certain  places  to 
create  strong  secondary  schools  and  draw 
the  promising   boys  from  elementary 
schools  to  secondary  schools  instead  of 
spending  the  money  on  the  higher  elemen- 
tary schools  themselves.    All  I  desire  to 
express  is  that  I  am  not  disposed  to 
quarrel  with  the  views  of  the  Department 
that  some  of  the  money  might  very  well 
go  to  the  stronger  schools,  and  fit  them 
to  render  better  service  to  secondary 
education.    But  what  are  we  presented 
with?  We  are  presented  with  a  system  out 
of  connection  altogether  with  the  system 
under  which  the  previous  grant  was  admi- 
nistered, and  county  committees  are  put 
into  a  different  position  to  the  old  county 
committees,  which  will  perplex  them  in 
dealing  with  the  old  grants,  supposing  our 
suggestions  are  carried  out.    The  present 
system  of  making  grants  is  very  com- 
plicated and  inconvenient.    The  answer 
which  the  Lord  Advocate  makes  is  that 
the  Department  has  not  the  courage  to 
censure  the  Committee  by  altering  the 
arrangements  under  the  Minute  of  1893, 
but  must  make  the  new  departure  by  the 
Minute  of  1 898.  Surely  if  the  Department 
cannot  make  up  its  mind  to  do  off  its  own 
bat,  so  to  speak,  what  ought  to  be  done, 
because  it  is  afraid  that  its  views  or 
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action  will  be  misunderstood,  Parliament  is 
not  open  to  any  such  consideration.  Let 
the  Department  come  and  tell  us  what  are 
the  faults  of  the  existing  system.  If  it 
would  like  to  go  back  to  the  old  system 
of  1892,  let  it  say  so.  I  should  like  the 
Department  to  have  a  little  more  courage, 
so  as  to  give  us  the  chance  of  dealing 
with  the  whole  question,  and  of  listening 
to  the  arguments  which  are  to  be 
advanced.  Whether  Scotland  wants  a 
central  authority,  as  well  as  a  Scotch 
Education  Department  in  London,  is  a 
question  I  will  not  now  discuss.  But  we 
want  in  Scotland  an  aggregation  of  bodies 
more  important  and  influential,  and  with 
more  authority  than  local  bodies  now 
possess,  and  we  want  those  bodies  brought 
into  new  relationship  with  the  Depart- 
ment here.  We  want,  in  fact,  something 
done  to  stimulate  public  interest  in  educa- 
tional work  in  Scotland,  as  it  has  been 
stimulated  in  Wales.  My  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Haddington  referred  to 
the  question  of  Scotch  universities.  I 
would  like  to  remind  him,  sympathising 
as  I  do  entirely  with  his  remarks  as  to 
the  necessity  for  strengthening  the 
efficiency  of  our  universities,  that  we 
already  possess  in  Scotland  points  of 
connection  between  the  ahoola  and  the 
universities  of  Scotland  which  do  not 
exist  in  England,  and  which  are  only 
beginning  to  exist  in  Wales.  One 
is  the  bursaries,  which  in  many 
Scotch  universities  have  been  a  most 
efficient  means  of  bringing  the  most 
promising  boys  from  the  schools  to  the 
universities,  particularly  of  Aberdeen  and 
Glasgow.  Scotch  universities,  to  a  far 
greater  extent  than  in  England,  have 
prepared  men  to  be  teachers  in 
elementary  and  secondary  schools.  We 
should,  therefore,  endeavour  to  carry 
still  further  that  relation  between  the 
universities  and  the  schools  which  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Haddington 
advocates.  But  it  is  not  only  on  the 
scientific  and  technical  side  that  the 
Scotch  universities  need  to  be  strength- 
ened; they  want  to  be  strengthened  on 
the  literary  and  humanistic  side.  I  am 
sorry,  Sir,  to  have  detained  the  Com- 
mittee so  long.  I  will  only  reiterate 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  the  general  moral 
of  the  whole  thing,  and  that  is  that  the 
existence  of  this  grant  and  this  Minute, 
which  has  created  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction, as  the  Lord  Advocate  must 
gather  from  the  present  Debate,  makes  it 
Mr.  Bryce. 


more  than  ever  necessary  that  we  should 
have  some  legislation  on  the  subject,  and 
I  hope  that  legislation  will  not  be  long 
delayed. 

Sir  MARK  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  I  do  not  propose  to  trespass  at 
any  length  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  but  I  desire  to  express  my 
views  with  regard  to  several  questions 
which  have  been  raised.  I  will  preface 
my  remarks  by  expressing  my  admiration 
for  the  new  Code  as  a  whole.  I  know  it 
is  yet  untried,  but  I  believe  it  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  Whilst  hoping  that 
our  inspectors  will  address  themselves  to 
their  new  work,  and  prove  in  every 
respect  efficient,  I  cannot  disregard  what 
has  been  already  suggested  to-night,  viz., 
that  the  Government  will  have  to  pay 
special  attention  to  the  class  of  inspectors 
appointed.  The  position  of  school  in- 
spector is  a  very  onerous  and  responsible 
one,  and  calls  for  the  exercise  of  many 
qualities  quite  apart  from  scholastic 
learning  to  enable  him  to  arrive  at  a  right 
conclusion  in  regard  to  schools.  In  fact, 
as  the  matter  stands  now,  I  think  there  is 
too  much  responsibility  put  upon  inspec- 
tors. In  rural  districts,  for  instance,  no 
intimation  is  given  as  to  when  the 
inspector  may  arrive.  As  a  consequence 
of  that  no  member  of  the  School  Board 
knows  when  to  expect  a  visit,  and  conse- 
quently the  inspector  is  the  only  individual 
with  an  official  qualification  present  at  the 
examination.  If  the  chairman  or  clerk  of 
the  School  Board  were  notified  as  to  the 
day  on  which  the  inspector  was  coming  a 
few  members  of  the  Board  could  see  for 
themselves  the  sort  of  inspection  that 
went  on.  Several  instances  have  occurred 
to  my  knowledge  within  the  last  few 
months  in  which  not  a  soul  was  present 
except  the  inspector.  Of  course  we  do 
not  dispute  the  good  intentions  of  the 
inspector,  but  an  inspector  may  make 
mistakes  like  other  people,  and  a  school 
may  be  condemned  for  insufficient  reasons. 
There  is  another  point  with  regard  to  the 
same  question.  In  agricultural  districts 
an.  inspector  may  arrive  during  the  hay 
harvest  or  the  turnip-hoeing  season- 
when  the  children  are  mostly  in  the  fields 
— and  consequently  find  a  very  depleted 
school.  The  result  would  be  that  he 
would  not  come  to  a  right  conclusion 
with  regard  to  the  school.  Then  there  is 
another  matter  which  I  should  like  to 
press  upon  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
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Advocate.  Old  and  well  trained  teachers 
are  sometimes  arbitrarily  dismissed. 
They  have  nobody  to  appeal  to,  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate and  his  advisers  might  very  easily 
arrange  that  an  appeal  should  be  allowed 
to  some  central  authority,  so  that  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  may  be  gone 
into.  The  teachers  would  then  feel  that 
they  were  not  entirely  at  the  mercy  of 
an  arbitrary  and  possibly  tyrannical 
School  Board,  but  that  justice  would  be 
done  them.  Cases  of  very  considerable 
hardship  have  arisen  during  the  past 
year  in  which  the  teacher  has  had  no 
possible  appeal  against  what  he  has  con- 
sidered unjust  treatment.  .  Passing  on  to 
the  Minute  of  the  27th  of  April,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  when  I  read  that 
Minute,  and  indeed  when  I  understood  its 
application,  I  was  not  disposed  to  form  a 
hostile  opinion  with  regard  to  it.  But 
having  paid  a  visit  to  Scotland  at  Whit- 
suntide and  become  more  familiar  with 
the  feelings  of  the  county  committees,  I 
am  bound  to  tell  the  Lord  Advocate  that 
it  is  extremely  unpopular  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country.  I  think  it  would  r>e  a 
very  wise  thing  on  the  part  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  to  withdraw  the  Minute,  and  in 
the  meantime  bring  up  another  very 
much  on  the  lines  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Aberdeen  has 
sketched,  so  as  to  get  the  three  grants 
under  one  head,  and  either  give  the 
county  committees  other  powers  or 
curtail  their  powers  in  the  direction  in 
which  the  Department  does  not  wish  the 
money  spent.  Now,  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  the  Education  Department  would  be 
the  last  people  in  the  world  to  encourage 
such  a  thing,  but  there  are  certain  schools 
in  Scotland  which  have  been  somewhat 
neglected.  A  large  amount  is  given  by 
the  Code  in  various  ways  to  elementary 
schools,  and  what  ought  to  be  really 
secondary  schools  are  very  much 
neglected,  and  I  would  suggest  that  by 
the  new  rules  a  way  of  escape  should  be 
provided  from  this  most  unfortunate 
public  Minute.  I  trust  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate will  listen  to  the  voice  of  Scotch 
opinion  in  condemning  this  Minute. 
There  is  only  one  other  matter  on  which 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word.  The  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Haddingtonshire 
with  regard  to  secondary  education  have 
my  hearty  concurrence.  Taking  the 
Welsh  University  as  an  example,  and  the 
Swiss  University  as  a  still  greater  ex- 


ample, I  think  much  may  be  done  in  con- 
solidating secondary  education,  so  as  to 
bring  it  more  in  touch  with  the  elemen- 
tary schools,  and  thus  provide  a  ladder 
by  which  a  boy,  as  in  the  days  of  John 
Knox,  can  enter  a  university. 

*Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire) :  I 
think  the  course  this  Debate  has  taken  has 
plainly  shown  that  secondary  education  is 
a  subject  of  burning  interest,  and  to  that 
I  should  like  to  address  myself.  But  be- 
fore doing  so  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to 
refer  to  one  matter  which  is  perfectly 
different.  Last  session  we  passed  an  Act 
for  the  superannuation  of  teachers,  and 
under  this  Act  a  code  of  rules  has  been 
drawn  up  by  the  Department  Now,  Sir, 
I  observe  that  under  these  rules  teachers 
applying  for  pensions  are  to  have  their 
pecuniary  circumstances  taken  into  ac- 
count. This  was  not  mentioned  in  the 
Act,  and  it  seems  to  me  rather  a  hardship 
on  the  teachers.  This  is  not  a  charity 
pension  ;  it  is  a  pension  to  which  teachers 
subscribe,  ju6t  as  they  would  to  an  ordi- 
nary insurance,  and  it  would  seem  rather 
a  hard  thing  if  a  man,  whose  health  had 
broken  down,  could  not  benefit  by  his 
insurance  without  his  pecuniary  circum- 
stances being  taken  into  account.  Of 
course  I  should  be  out  of  order  in  raising 
the  general  question  of  pensions,  and  I 
will  simply  say  in  passing  that  I  for  one 
should  be  exceedingly  glad  if  the  Depart- 
ment can  provide  a  remedy  for  the 
inequality  between  the  pensions  of  exist- 
ing and  future  teachers.  Turning  to  the 
question  of  the  Minute,  I  am  certainly  not 
going  to  break  up  the  unanimity  which 
exists  in  Scotland,  and  if  a  Division 
is  taken,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
Minute.  I  rather  hope,  however,  that 
a  Division  will  not  be  taken.  Of  course, 
we  know  that  we  cannot  persuade  the 
Government  by  means  of  a  Division,  but 
I  am  hopeful  that  we  can  persuade  the 
Lord  Advocate  by  means  of  fair  reasoning, 
and  I,  for  my  part,  shall  be  surprised  if 
he  can  resist  the  unanimity  of  opinion 
which  has  been  expressed  by  Scotch 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
against  the  Minute.  Now,  Sir,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Lord  Advocate  defended 
the  Minute  on  two  grounds.  He  seemed 
to  suggest,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
higher  schools  should  get  the  grant  be- 
cause they  had  been  neglected ;  and  he 
seemed,  in  the  second  place,  to  say  that 
something  had  been  done  by  means  of 
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the  Code  that  gives  a  sum  to  the  other 
schools.     When  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  these  statements,  I  at  once 
turned  to  the  figures  which  had  been 
brought  before  the  House,  and  those 
figures  entirely  demolish  the  idea  that 
the  higher  schools  have  been  neglected  ; 
and  as  to  the  other  schools  having  had 
something  under  the  Code,  this  provision 
is  liable  to  the  17s.  6d.  limit,  and,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  it  is  worked  out  in  such  a 
way  that  school  boards  will  not  be  able  to 
take  the  benefit,  at  all  events  without 
putting   themselves   to    an  enormous 
amount  of  expense.   There  are  only  about 
74  schools  which  will  benefit  by  this 
Minute,  and  I  am  told  that  it  will 
work    out    to    something    like  £6 
per  pupil.     That  seems  to  me  very 
unfair.     But,  Sir,   we  object  to  this 
Minute  for  other  reasons,  and  I  think  the 
reason    which  seems  to  underlie  the 
speeches  of  previous  speakers  is  that  it 
adds  to  the  confusion  of  secondary  educa- 
tion in  Scotland.     This  confusion  has 
become  an  old    topic.     We    have  a 
secondary  education  branch,  a  technical 
educational     branch,    an  agricultural 
branch,    a    science    and    art  branch, 
and  another  branch  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Department  itself.  The 
way  in  which  the  whole  administration  is 
conducted  is  such  that  it  is  very  largely 
kept  out  of  the  purview  of  Parliament 
itself.    How  is  Secondary  education  ad- 
ministered ?  It  ia  administered  by  Minutes 
and  Circulars.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  secondary  education  committees. 
I  think  it  would  be  very  unfair  to 
say  that  they  have  failed  in  one  sense, 
for  they  have  done  admirable  work  under 
very  difficult  circumstances ;    but  the 
whole  position  is  anomalous,  and  the  fact 
is  that  secondary  education,  as  it  ia  ad- 
ministered, is  like  a  bit  of  a  ladder  which 
has  neither  beginning  nor  end.    We  are 
all  unanimous  that  one  of  the  first 
things  you  must  do  is   to    use  the 
technical  education  money  practically  for 
secondary  education.    If  you  look  at  the 
Minute,  you  will  find  that  everything  is 
made  easy  for  a  committee  which  meets 
to  hand  over  this  money  to  a  secondary 
education  committee.    But  I  maintain 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  money  that 
is  spent  on  secondary  education  is  wasted. 
A  great  deal  of  mischief  is  done  in  the 
attempt  to  give  technical  education  as 
opposed  to  other  education.    How  far 
the  idea  has  gone  may  be  seen  by  the 
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declarations  of  a  great  many  gentlemen. 
I  listened  to  the  Debates  on  the  Half- 
Timers  Bill,  both  at  the  Second  Reading 
and  the  Committee  stages,  and  I  heard 
Members,  for  whose  opinions  in  moat 
things  I  have  the  greatest  respect,  actually 
arguing  that  these  half-time  children  when 
they  are  employed  in  mills  and  taught  to 
tie  a  knot,  and  that  sort  of  thing,  are 
actually  getting  technical  education.  If 
the  idea  is  abroad  that  that  is  the  kind 
of  technical  education  by  which  Germany 
has  achieved  her   present  commercial 
eminence,  I  say  it  is  utterly  absurd,  and 
the  sooner  it  is  altered  the  better.  I 
speak   with  some  slight  experience  of 
technical  education  in  Germany,  because 
I  have  had  some  of  it  myself.    When  I 
went  to  Germany  to  learn  the  language 
I  determined  to  learn  something  of  the 
technical  education.    I  found  there  were 
two  sorts  of  technical  education  in  Ger- 
many.   They  actually  teach  a  trade  or 
manufacture  in  a  school,  and  they  have 
another  method  beside.    What  I  wanted 
to  learn  was  weaving  and  dyeing,  and  I 
went  to  a  school  that  taught  those  sub- 
jects.   Certainly  they  did  it  systemati- 
cally, but  the  net  result  was  that  every- 
thing I  learnt  as  to  the  technology  of  my 
trade  in  the  technical  school  could  be 
learnt  in  almost  as  short  a  time  in  the 
factory.    I  went  to  another  sort  of  school, 
one   of  the  technological    colleges  of 
Germany,  and  there  I  found  quite  a 
different  kind  of  thing.    There  was  a 
course  of  lectures  in  all  subjects — not 
confined  solely  to  a  good  general  educa- 
tion, but  lectures  in    chemistry  and 
physics,  very  much  the  same  as  those  I 
had  already  passed  through  in  a  Scotch 
University.    This  is  the  technical  educa- 
tion that  makes  Germany  excel  in  the 
commercial  world.    Why  is  it  1    It  is  be- 
cause Germany  takes  those  of  her  citizens 
who  are  going  in  for  commerce  or  manu- 
facture, and  passes  them  through  a  train- 
ing almost  as   high    as    that  which 
we  give  to  those  who  are  going  in  for  the 

{)rofessions  of  medicine,  teaching  or 
aw.  These  men  thoroughly  master 
the  subjects  of  chemistry,  physics, 
electricity,  &c,  and  then  go  into  » 
factory.  They  are  absolutely  ignorant 
of  the  technical  manufacture,  but  they 
soon  pick  it  up,  and  they  are  able  to  apply 
the  science  they  have  learnt  to  the 
processes  of  the  manufacture  they  are 
engaged  in.  Not  only  that,  but  they  have 
such  an  admirable  scientific  education  that 
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they  are  able  to  follow  what  is  going  on 
in  the  laboratories  of  those  who  are 
pursuing  science  in  the  abstract.  They 
have,  in  fact,  one  eye  on  abstract  science 
and  the  other  eye  on  practical  manufac- 
ture, and  when  any  invention  is  put  for- 
ward, whetheritistheliquefactionof  hydro- 
gen or  the  Rbntgen  rays,  or  anything  else, 
they  are  following  what  is  done,  and  are 
able  to  apply  these  new  abstract  improve- 
ments in  science  to  the  concrete  techni- 
calities of  their  own  manufacture. 
It  is  that  and  that  alone  that  has 
brought  Germany  to  her  present  position 
in  commerce  as  far  as  technical  education 
is  concerned.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that 
the  superstitition  about  technical  educa- 
tion has  to  some  extent  permeated  even 
the  Education  Department  In  the  Code 
in  these  higher  grade  schools  the  greatest 
pains  are  taken  to  keep  scientific  abso- 
lutely distinct  from  general  education. 
Here,  for  instance,  I  quote  from  Circular 
231: 

"They  will  require,  however,  that  the 
ecience  side  shall  be  clearly  separated  from 
the  classical  or  language  side  of  such  schools, 
and  that  not  merely  shall  the  pupils  follow- 
ing the  science  course  be  separately  registered, 
but  that  they  shall  receive  separate  and  special 
instruction  in  the  essential  subjects  of  the 
prescribed  curriculum,  even  when  these 
happen  to  be  common  to  both  sides  of  the 
school.  This  condition  being  fulfilled,  my  Lords 
will  not  object  to  the  instruction  being  given 
by  members  of  the  same  staff  who  possess  the 
necessary  qualifications." 

Such  an  attempt  as  this  to  bring  about 
a  specialisation  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
school  children's  curriculum  is  going  in  an 
absolutely  wrong  direction.  What  is 
wanted  is  that  they  should  be  given  a 
thoroughly  good  education,  and  then 
begin  their  technical  or  special  or  scientific 
education.  For  these  reasons  I  believe 
we  want,  and  I  hope  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  carry  out,  a  consolida- 
tion of  our  various  departments.  At 
present  there  is  plenty  of  time  for  legisla- 
tion, but  if  the  Government  do  not  think 
matters  are  sufficiently  concretely  before 
them  to  enable  them  to  devise  a  scheme, 
let  a  Commission  or  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed. We  have  Commissions  and  Com- 
mittees on  almost  everything,  and  I  should 
be  very  happy  to  see  one  added  on  Scotch 
education.  Scotch  educationalists,  to 
whatever  party  they  belong  or  from 
wherever  they  come,  all  agree  that  the 
very  first  thing  we  want,  and  must  get 
before  we  shall  be  happy,  is  legislation  for 
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the  unification  of  the  whole  system  of 
secondary  education. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Partick) : 
I  wish  that  a  few  more  English  members 
had  been  present  to  hear  what  a  bold  step 
we  have  taken  in  the  course  of  this  year, 
a  step  which  I  hope  will  prove  to  be  a 
right  step,  viz.,  the  abandonment  of  in- 
dividual examinations  and  the  adoption  of 
a  general  payment  based  on  the  work  of 
the  school  as  a  whole,  which  will  certainly 
be  much  easier  for  the  inspectors,  but  at 
the  same  time  make  considerable  demands 
upon  their  capacity.    I  hope  we  shall  find 
the  inspectors  rise  to  the  greater  difficul- 
ties of  the  task  which  is  put  upon  them. 
The  making  of  so  large  a  normal  grant  as 
is  now  made  is  a  very  complete  change, 
and  a  great  many  of  those  who  are  affected 
by  it  feel  rather  nervous  lest  that  normal 
grant  has  been  struck  somewhat  too  low. 
The  School  Board  for  Govan,  for  instance, 
have  gone  into  the  matter,  and  made  as 
careful  calculations  as  possible,  and  their 
anticipation,  with  which  the  Associated 
School  Boards  in  general  seem  to  agree,  is 
that  the  new  system  will  mean  a  very 
decided  diminution  in  the  grants  to  in- 
dividual schools.     One  can  hardly  ask 
the  Government  at  the  present  moment  to 
make  any  change,  but  I  hope  they  will  be 
very  thoroughly  alive  to  that  possibility, 
and  that  if  it  is  found  that  a  school, 
although  conducted  as  well  as  before,  is 
earning  less  under  the  new  rules,  certain 
relaxations  may  be  given   which  will 
enable  them  to  earn  as  much.  That 
becomes  particularly  important  in  view  of 
the  various  increased    requirements — to 
most  of  which  I  do  not  at  all  object — which 
are  involved  in  the  present  Code,  such 
as  greater  expense  in  the  maintenance  of 
schools,  which  the  School  Boards  fear  may 
result  in  loss  of  income.     The  School 
Boards  feel  very   strongly   that  there 
should  be  more  elasticity  about  the  normal 
grant.    Only  an  extra  6d.  can  be  given 
for  special  merit,  but  if  there  could  be  a 
possible  increase  of  Is.  6d.  or  2s.,  they 
consider  they  might  be  able  to  pay 
their  way  satisfactorily.    I  am  glad  to  see 
that  the  whole  tendency  of  the  Report  of 
the  Education   Department   is  to  take 
further  si  eps  in  reducing  the  extent  to 
which  specific  subjects  are  gone  into  in  an 
elementary  way.    We  are  getting  more 
and  more  able  to  differentiate  education  ; 
we  are  devoting  ourselves  more  and  more 
to  developing  the  higher  part  of  education, 
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and  as  we  do  that  we  more  and  more 
restrict  what  hitherto  has  been  a  great 
abuse  in  our  schooling — the  extent  to 
which  children  have  been  carried  through 
the  rudimentary  stages  of  specific  subjects, 
with  the  knowledge  that  they  will  be 
dropped  absolutely  and  forgotten  in  a 
short  time.  We  are  getting  able  to  insist 
that  only  those  children  should  be  carried 
to  the  higher  subjects  who  have  a  pro- 
bability of  being  able  to  go  far  enough  in 
those  subjects  for  the  work  that  is  ex- 
pended upon  them  to  do  them  some  prac- 
tical good.  We  have  been  too  apt  to 
think  that  the  mere  presence  of  a  child  at 
school  is  enough,  without  considering 
what  is  being  taught  to  the  child,  ana 
that  as  long  as  the  Education  Esti- 
mates are  swelling  and  more  children 
being  sent  to  school  everything  is 
satisfactory.  But  I  am  afraid  that  an 
enormous  amount  of  both  money  and  time 
is  being  wasted  in  the  fact  that  what 
is  being  taught  goes  out  of,  almost  as 
quickly  as  it  goes  into,  the  children. 
While  we  give  clever  children  every 
chance  of  getting  on  and  obtaining  a  good 
secondary  education,  we  should  not  make 
the  mistake  that  ambitious  teachers  are 
so  naturally  apt  to  make,  viz.,  that  of 
trying  to  teach  too  many  subjects  in  the 
very  short  time  the  children  have  before 
them.  That  is  the  case  particularly  with 
girls.  They  have  been  taught  a  great 
deal  too  much  of  literary  subjects,  while 
not  enough  attention  has  been  given  to 
those  subjects  that  really  make  the  work 
of  their  lives,  such  as  domestic  training, 
cooking,  and  laundry  work.  These  sub- 
jects differ  very  much  in  their  character 
from  the  ordinary  technical  subjects.  It 
is  quite  true  that  trades  cannot  really  be 
taught  in  schools,  but  it  has  to  be  remem- 
bered that  domestic  work,  cooking,  and 
laundry  work  is  work  that  thegirls  will  have 
necessarily  to  carry  out  in  their  after-life, 
and  which  they  will  have  no  opportunity 
of  learning  in  a  factory  or  workshop,  but 
which  they  have  to  pick  up  for  them- 
selves. It  is  infinitely  more  important 
that  these  subjects  should  take  a  place  of 
due  prominence  in  the  education  of  a 
girl  than  that  she  should  be  taught 
merely  literary  subjects  which  pass  com- 
pletely out  of  her  head  after  a  while. 
Attendance  at  school  is  now  enforced ; 
girls  are  deprived  of  the  opportunities  they 
formerly  had  of  learning  these  necessary 
arts  at  home  with  their  mothers,  and  very 
great  care  should  be  taken  that  they  have 

Mr.  J.  P.  Smith. 


(Civil  Service  Estimates).  1408 

every  opportunity  at  school  of  learning 
these  branches  of  work.  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  in  the  present  Code  these 
branches  are  made  considerably  more 
important,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
stringent  conditions  are  imposed ;  classes  ' 
have  to  be  smaller,  and  the  amount  of 
time  has  to  be  greater.  I  hope  that  that 
tendency  will  go  a  great  deal  further. 
But  I  regret  to  see  that  drawing  is  being 
made  apparently  an  obligatory  subject 
for  girls  as  well  as  for  boys.  Consider- 
ing the  very  limited  amount  of  time 
before  the  ordinary  girl,  it  is  a  great  pity 
to  throw  in  an  extra  subject  like  draw- 
ing, which,  while  an  education  of 
the  hand  and  eye,  is  not  so 
useful  as  would  be  a  little  more 
attention  to  the  domestic  subjects.  The 
girls  ought  to  be  separated  from  the  boys 
at  a  much  earlier  stage.  At  present  they 
are  treated  together,  with  the  result  that 
these  special  girls'  subjects  get  put  into  a 
corner.  A  master  naturally  does  not  like 
his  class  broken  up  by  the  girls  going  off 
to  one  thing  and  the  boys  to  another, 
and  the  classes  are  apt  to  be  kept  work- 
ing at  the  subjects  which  may  be  regarded 
as  common  to  both  sexes.  More  differen- 
tiation is  needed  in  an  earlier  period  of 
girls'  education,  so  that  the  specially 
feminine  subjects  may  have  a  much  larger 
place.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  see  that 
cookery  is  being  encouraged  in  some 
respects.  Classes  are  being  made  smaller. 
Hitherto  they  have  been  so  big  that  it 
was  almost  a  waste  of  time  to  attempt  to 
teach  so  many  girls  by  one  teacher.  I  do 
not  quite  understand  why  the  rate  of 
payment  is  reduced  also.  Hitherto  the 
rate  has  been  4s.  per  40  hours ;  now  it  is 
being  reduced  to  8s.  4d.  per  100  hours, 
The  reduction  in  the  size  of  the  classes 
will  make  the  teaching  of  cooking  more 
expensive,  and  it  would  have  been  better 
if  the  scale  had  been  raised  a  little  to 
correspond  with  the  increased  require- 
ments. The  reduction  in  the  size  of  the 
classes  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, but  it  has  not  gone  far  enough ;  it 
would  be  better  to  reduce  the  number  to 
about  twelve,  if  it  is  possible.  Another 
proper  step  is  the  general  reduction  of  the 
size  of  the  classes  to  60.  But  many 
School  Boards  lately  have  built  magnifi- 
cent schools,  in  which  the  class-rooms 
have  been  so  constructed  that  a  larger 
class  can  perfectly  well  be  taught  and 
governed  from  a  single  spot.  I  suggest, 
that  the  absolutely  fixed  limit  of  60  is 
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rather  a  rigid  one,  and  that  in  regard  to 
such  Bchools  a  certain  amount  of  latitude 
might  be  given.  Then  I  want  to  ask  the 
Lord  Advocate  whether  he  will  give  for 
Scotland  the  Returns  in  regard  to  the 
employment  of  school  children  which 
have  been  given  in  regard  to  England. 
I  was  told  a  year  ago  that  it  was  practi- 
cally impossible  to  give  such  a  Return ; 
but  the  impossibility  has  been  accom- 
plished in  regard  to  England,  and  we 
have  recently  had  the  two  halves 
of  that  Return.  It  is  a  Return  for 
England  and  Wales,  giving  the  num- 
ber of  children  attending  elementary 
schools  who  are  known  to  be  working  for 
wages  or  employed  for  profit.  There  are 

fiven  the  ages,  standards,  occupations, 
ours  of  work,  and  rates  of  pay.  The  facts 
as  to  the  employment  in  different  parts  of 
Engiand  are  extremely  interesting,  even 
though  the  Return  itself  is  fragmentary, 
for  reasons  which  might  be  avoided  in 
sending  out  a  fresh  Circular.  A  great 
number  of  managers  of  schools  did  not 
reply  at  all.  I  hope  we  may  have  similar 
facts  brought  out  in  regard  to  Scotland. 
The  second  half  of  the  Return  is  still  more 
interesting.  It  gives  the  different  classes 
of  employment  taken  up  by  boys  and 
girls  attending  elementary  schools  in 
England  and  Wales  on  leaving  school 
during  a  complete  year.  From  that  you 
get  a  very  complete  picture  of  the  different 
occupations  of  the  children  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  and  you  gather  a 
great  deal  of  information  as  to  the  useful 
and  proper  forms  of  technical  education 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  These 
facts  are  important  from  an  educational 
and  interesting  from  a  social  point  of  view, 
and  I  hope  we  may  have  similar  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  Scotland.  One-half 
of  the  Return  was  marshalled  by  the 
Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  the  other  half  by  the  Educa- 
tion Department  ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  all  the  facts  in  regard 
to  Scotland  were  worked  out  by  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  alone. 
As  to  the  Circular  of  the  27th  April,  I 
entirely  agree  that  there  is  very  great 
confusion  in  regard  to  these  secondary 
education  funds,  that  it  is  highly  desirable 
in  the  interests  of  everyone  that  they 
should  be  put  in  a  more  intelligible  form, 
and  that  legislation  is  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  oe  done.  But  I  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  objection  to  confining  the 
grant  to  secondary  schools.    Schools  with 


higher  departments  get  their  advant- 
ages under  this  new  Code  ;  they  get  a 
very  large  increase  of  advantages  under 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  9,  and  it  is 
only  right  when  they  get  so  much  in 
addition  to  what  they  have  already 
under  that  part  of  the  Code,  that  the  other 
schools,  which  take  nothing  under  the 
Code,  should  have  their  share  of  assistance 
from  public  funds.  These  higher  de- 
partments press  very  hardly  upon 
secondary  schools.  Secondary  schools 
have  in  many  cases  lost  pupils  and 
support  by  the  development  of  the 
higher  departments,  and  in  order 
to  maintain  them  in  a  state  of  proper 
efficiency  it  is  very  necessary  that  they 
should  have  some  assistance.  I  entirely 
differ  from  the  hon.  Member  opposite  as 
to  making  higher  education  free.  We 
should  be  throwing  away  a  source  of 
income  which  is  not  in  the  least  grudged. 
So  long  as  every  facility  is  given  for 
clever  sons  of  poor  parents,  by  free  places 
and  bursaries,  to  get  to  the  best  schools 
and  make  their  way  to  the  university — 
and  the  majority  of  those  who  are  able 
to  spend  a  longer  time  at  school,  and  to 
advance  through  the  stages  of  secondary 
education,  are  the  children  of  people  who 
are  perfectly  ready  and  willing  and 
desirous  to  pay  for  them — you  are  merely 
gaining  a  theoretical  advantage  by  seek- 
ing to  abolish  fees  in  regard  to  such 
schools.  The  hon.  Member  says  that  no 
social  feeling  ought  to  exist,  but  a  very 
strong  social  feeling  does  exist,  which  has 
to  be  reckoned  with  and  must  not  be  left 
out  of  sight  as  a  part  of  the  problem. 
The  scheme  of  the  Circular  of  the  27th 
April  makes  confusion  more  confounded. 
It  leaves  the  scheme  we  have  had  hitherto, 
and  strikes  out  a  new  scheme  for  itself. 
Instead  of  leaving  the  drawing  up  of 
plans  in  the  hands  of  the  county  committees, 
subject  to  the  criticism  of  the  Depart- 
ment, each  individual  school  is  to  send  up 
its  scheme  through  the  county  committees, 
and  the  Department  is  to  decide.  You 
have  £60,000  dealt  with  in  one  way,  and 
£30,000  in  the  other.  That  will  be  most 
unsatisfactory.  I  do  not  see  how  either 
party  can  work  independently,  or  how  the 
county  committee  can  draw  up  its  scheme 
for  spending  its  share  of  the  £60,000  in 
complete  ignorance  of  how  the  £30,000 
will  be  dealt  with.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
they  knew  how  the  £30,000  would 
be  dealt  with,  and  did  not  approve* 
it  would  be  very  unsatisfactory  for  the 
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county  committee  to  be  cutting  down  its 
grant  to  other  schools,  on  the  ground 
that  those  schools  would  be  getting  too 
much  from  the  Education  Department. 
The   whole    ought  to  be    treated  in 
the    same  way  and  made  one  single 
fund,  and  proposals    should    be  made 
by   which   the  county  committee  will 
have  full  knowledge,  and  the  Department 
should     be    the    controlling  power. 
Another  point  I  desire  to  raise  is  as  to 
the  fees  and  the  examination  for  the 
leaving  certificate.     These  certificates 
have  been   an  enormous  success.  In 
1888,  when  they  started,  only  29  schools 
went  in  for  them;  in  1898  the  number 
was  398  schools.  In  the  same  way  the  num- 
ber of  candidates  has  risen  from  less  than 
1,000  to  over  16,000.    The  examination 
is  accepted  by  a  vast  number  of  important 
bodies,  and  the  standard  in  most  subjects 
is  very  high,  and  the  percentage  of  passes 
very  satisfactory.    Therefore,  this  system 
of  examinations  exercises  an  enormous 
control  over  higher  education  in  Scotland, 
a  control  which  is  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Department.    The  secretary  to  Sir 
Henry  Craik  has  reason  to  be  proud  of 
these  results,  as  these  leaving  examina- 
tions have  been  very  completely  his  work. 
The  growth  is  such  that  there  ought  to 
be  something  outside  a  secretarial  depart- 
ment for  the  management  of  a  system 
which  is  exercising  such  a  very  great 
influence  over  the  whole  secondary  educa- 
tion of  Scotland.    At  present  you  have  a 
set  of  anonymous  examination  papers  and 
a  set  of  anonymous  Reports.    The  only 
name  connected  with  the  whole  system  is 
that  of  Sir  Henry  Craik.     He  signs  his 
Report,  putting  such  men  as  he  thinks  fit 
to  examine,  putting  in  his  report  such  por- 
tions of  their  reports  as  he  thinks  proper,  and 
wonderfully  well  that  system  has  worked. 
Still,  it  seems  to  me  now  that  this  is  too 
important  a  matter  to  leave  to  a  single 
man,  and  we  ought  to  know  who  the 
people  are  who  are  examining.  Those 
who  have  examined  into  the  system  ought 
to  know  that  their  reports  will  be  published 
upon  the  authority  of  their  own  name. 
You  would  have,  in  that  way,  control 
over  secondary  education,  and  it  would 
be  much  wider  than  that  which  is  at 
present  exercised,  for  it  would  be  exer- 
cised not  merely  by  one  individual,  but  by 
persons  whose  names  as  examiners  would 
carry  weight,  and  they  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  knowing  that  what  they 
say  in  their  reports  would  have  influence 
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upon  public  opinion.  Then,  it  appears 
that  there  are  leaving  certificates  that 
i  the  boys  and  girls  go  in  for  again 
and  again,  especially  with  regard  to 
the  lower  grade  of  labour  certificates.  I 
want  to  know  what  the  object  of  all  this 
is.  The  object  in  the  higher  grade  we 
understand,  but  considering  the  number 
of  lower  grade  leaving  certificates,  I  think 
you  are  apt  to  have  a,  great  deal  too 
much  of  the  examination  element  coming 
in  in  the  education  of  these  children. 
I  think  they  should  pretty  fre- 
quently go  in  for  an  examination, 
but  it  should  be  limited  much  more  to 
the  nature  of  their  career.  There  is  only 
one  other  point  I  have  to  mention,  and 
that  is  the  method  by  which  you  are  to 
calculate  the  amount  earned  per  head 
That  was  formerly  unimportant,  but  now 
it  becomes  of  the  greatest  importance, 
because,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
£4  per  head  depends  upon  each  child 
being  of  the  school  age.  I  need  hardly 
enter  into  the  technical  details,  but  I 
think  it  is  very  unnecessary  to  cut  down 
— when  we  are  discussing  the  matter  in 
this  House — the  amount  that  we  give  to 
children  under  certain  circumstances,  and 
I  think  it  is  extremely  unnatural  that  a 
technical  view  of  the  exact  meaning  oi 
the  words  should  be  taken.  I  do  not  see 
how  any  question  of  law  could  come  in, 
but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  case  which 
ought  to  be  construed  to  the  advantage 
of  the  School  Board.  In  conclusion,I  think 
we  must  all  congratulate  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate and  the  Educational  Department 
upon  the  progress  that  the  Code  shows. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  I  agree  with 
what  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
down  has  said  in  expressing  the  hope  that 
this  new  Code  may  answer  the  expec- 
tations formed  of  it.  There  is  one 
characteristic  and  symptom  which  shows 
itself  in  connection  with  the  increased 
powers  given  to  the  inspectors — and 
there  is  no  reason  to  think  that  they  will 
not  fulfil  that  responsibility — and  that  is 
that  this  increased  power  given  to  the 
inspectors  must  be  accompanied  by  largely 
increased  influence  and  power  in  regard 
to  the  Scotch  Education  Department  itself. 
That  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department,  for  if  there  is  one  sub- 
ject which  more  than  another  may  benefit 
from  a  strong  central  authority  it  is  the 
subject  of  education.  There  is  another 
thing  which  I  think  we  ought  also  to 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1413 


Supply 


{16  June  1899}     (Civil  Service  Estimates).  1414 


remember,  and  that  is  that  all  of-  these 
improvements  which  are  demanded  on 
every  side  by  those  interested  in  educa- 
tion mean  increased  cost  and  expenditure. 
Education  every  year  is  getting  more 
costly,  and  every  specialisation,  every  new 
departure  made  in  instruction,  means  an 
addition  to  the  burdens  which  the  country 
has  to  bear  in  regard  to  education,  and 
naturally  that  increases  the  power  of  the 
Department  which  has  to  administer  the 
whole  subject.   .  Therefore,  if  there  is 
criticism  to  be  passed,  we  cannot  prefs 
too  urgently  the  necessity  of  carrying 
public  opinion  along  with  us  in  these 
matters.    It  seems  to  me  that,  in  regard 
to  this  Minute  about  which  so  much 
has  been  said  to-night — and  in  regard 
to  which  I  wish  to    support  all  that 
has  been  said — what  we  really  lose  sight 
of  is  that  no  Department,  however  active 
or  however  well  supplied  with  informa- 
tion, can  have  the  opportunity  of  carrying 
public  opinion  along  with  it  unless  it  is 
possessed  of  that  local  knowledge  which 
can  only  come  from  energetic  and  active 
local  administration  in  the  country  itself. 
It   is  very  natural,  under  those  con- 
ditions— perhaps  with  insufficient  funds 
or  inefficient  administration — that  the 
whole  system  of  education  should  not 
carry  along  with  it  public  opinion.  Per- 
haps it  is  natural  that  the  education  in 
the  towns  should  be  superior  to  educa- 
tion in  the  country,  and  that  different 
claims  should  be  made  from  different 
districts  one  against  the  other  for  a 
larger  share  of  the  funds  that  are  avail- 
able.   No  doubt  it  is  better  to  establish 
centres  from  which  educational  influence 
may  radiate,  for  larger  towns  would  be 
able  to  cover  a  larger  district,  and  the 
funds  at  their  disposal  would  be  more 
efficiently  expended,  and  would  achieve 
better  results  than  the  system  which  has 
been  characterised  in  this  Debate  as  giving 
the  money  away  in  dribblets.    After  all,  I 
think  we  must  remember  that  what  has 
happened  in  recent  years  is  that  the  State 
has  stepped  in,  and  by  its  action  in  aiding 
and  subsidising  by  money  which  Parlia- 
ment placed  at  the  disposal  of  public  autho- 
rities the  Government  have  put  an  end  to 
all  private  ventures,  and  have  limited  the 
number  of  private  schools  which  formerly 
provided  education  for  the  various  classes 
of  the  population  who  wish  to  take 
advantage  of  what  was  offered  by  those 
schools.    There  is  now  a  largely  reduced 
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number  of  all  these  schools  and  colleges 
for  middle  -  class  secondary  education, 
dapendent  simply  and  purely  upon 
pnvate  resources.  They  all  look  to  the 
State  and  to  the  funds  provided  by  the 
Government,  and  just  as  elementary 
education  is  completely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  so  we  shall  have  this 
higher  stage  of  education  purely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  as  well.  A 
remark  has  been  made  in  the  course  of 
thi*  Debate,  to  the  effect  tha  it  is  for 
the  educational  authorities  to  say  when 
the  education  of  certain  children  should 
cease  ;  and  that  it  was  for  the  children  to 
show  by  their  efficiency  and  ability  to 
learn  what  they  were  qualified  to  do,  and 
if  they  attained  certain  standards  then 
and  then  only  were  they  to  have  the 
privileges  and  advantages  of  higher 
education.  That  is  a  perfectly  fair 
system,  assuming  that  you  kill  all  other 
systems.  It  is  a  perfectly  fair  system  if 
you  take  care  to  place  within  the  reach  of 
every  family  and  of  every  child  the 
facilities  which  he  ought  to  have,  and  you 
will  not  do  this  if  you  administer  your 
education  from  a  single  Department 
without  that  information  and  know- 
lodge  which  can  only  come  from 
local  people  who  live  in  those  particular 
localities,  and  who  know  the  wants  of 
those  localities.  I  will  give  the  Committee 
an  illustration.  Condemnation  has  been 
poured  upon  the  small  efforts  made  in  this 
direction  by  the  County  Councils  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  this  higher  secondary 
education  by  the  action  of  the  Educational 
Department.  The  general  influence  of 
this  action  has  been,  whether  rightly  or 
wrongly  exercised,  to  discourage  secon- 
dary education  in  the  country  districts 
where  educational  facilities  are  most 
needed,  and  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
money  provided  by  the  Government  has 
been  spent  in  the  more  populous  centres. 
There  is  a  school  in  the  county  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent  which 
claims,  under  the  County  Council,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Education  Department 
for  the  training  of  certain  scholars  in  a 
specific  subjeat  not  required  by  the  Code, 
how  the  Education  Department,  on  the 
ground  that  the  education  given  to  these 
scholars  did  not  come  under  the  head  of 
contributing  effectively  to  the  secondary 
education  of  the  country,  conceived  it  to 
be  its  duty  to  disallow  the  grants  which 
the  County  Council  desired  to  award, 
and  the  school,  had  to  go  without  the 
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grant.  But  when  the  facts  were  pressed 
home  to  the  Department  they  relinquished 
the  position  they  took  up,  and  the 
grant  was  allowed.  I  quote  this 
simply  as  an  instance  of  the  action 
of  the  Department  in  regard  to 
country  schools,  and  I  could  mention 
other  schools  which  have  suffered  in  the 
same  way  in  the  same  county.  There  is 
a  country  Highland  district  in  Scotland 
where  the  children  have  to  attend  a 
school  which  is  nine-and-a-half  miles  away 
from  the  nearest  secondary  school. 

*Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  In 
my  constituency  some  of  the  children  are 
45  miles  and  upwards  from  the  nearest 
secondary  school. 

Captain  SINCLAIR:  Now,  it  is  a 
fact  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  children  who 
have  attended  these  schools  for  the  last 
20  years  are  the  children  of  crofters  and 
ploughmen,  who  could  not  afford  to  send 
their  children  such  a  distance  to  attend 
these  schools.  The  only  alternative  is  for 
these  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
lodge  in  the  towns  where  the  secondary 
schools  are  held  ;  but  it  is  perfectly  absurd 
to  imagine  that  crofters  and  ploughmen 
can  bear  the  expense  of  sending  their 
children  to  lodge  in  towns  in  order  to  get 
the  benefit  of  this  secondary  education. 
In  this  way  you  are  preventing  these 
children  learning  these  specific  subjects 
and  you  are  doing  them  great  damage. 
No  one  will  deny  this  who  looks 
at  the  Papers,  and  I  can  quote  from 
the  inspectors'  annual  reports  of  the 
Department  in  two  directions;  in 
the  first  place,  to  show  the  value 
of  the  education  which  can  be  given  in 
these  elementary  schools  if  they  are 
allowed  to  give  the  higher  education  to 
promising  pupils  in  this  way  ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  to  show  that  the  influence 
of  the  Department  has  been  exercised  to 
stamp  out  in  the  small  village  schools  the 
teaching  of  specific  subjects  and  the  carry- 
ing on  of  the  education  of  pupils  beyond 
what  is  the  maximum  of  efficiency  in 
education  which  the  Department  lays 
down.  I  quite  see  the  importance  of  en- 
couraging this  higher  education  in  popular 
centres,  but  when  the  Government  kills 
all  private  enterprise  in  secondary  edu- 
cation it  should  place  within  the  reach  of 
every  child  in  the  country  opportunities 
for  that  child  getting  such  further  educa- 
tion as  the  parents  desire.    In  my  con- 
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stituency  I  have  noticed  that  the  local 
trains  are  often  crammed  with  children 

foing  to  and  from  the  secondary  schools, 
ly  complaint  against  the  present  system 
is  this,  that  you  are  preventing  a  child 
whose  parents  would  like  it  to  take 
another  year  or  a  couple  of  years'  educa- 
tion from  doing  so  when  it  would  be  for 
I  the  good  of  the  child  itself,  and  would 
!  tend  to  raise  the  educational  tone  of  the 
whole  country.    There  is  another  argu- 
ment which  I  will  venture  to  use  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject,  and  it  is  that 
this    system    is    extremely    bad  for 
efficient  teaching.    I  quite  agree  that  the 
system  under  which  these  pupils  are 
learning  these  specific  subjects  savours 
of  the  grant-earning  system,  but  I  confess 
that  I  do  not  see  any  other  alternative  if 
you  are  not  to  deprive  these  children  of 
opportunities  of  further  education.   I  see 
no  other  alternative  under  the  present 
system  between  depriving  them  altogether 
of  opportunities  for  further  instruction  and 
allowing  them  to  have  that  instruction  in 
specific  subjects  provided  for  them  in 
their  own  localities.    The  instance  which 
I  have  quoted  is  only  one  of  a  number  of 
instances  which  can   be  quoted  from 
counties  in  Scotland.    I  have  another 
instance  just  as  strongfrom  my  own  county, 
in  which  the  Department  has  practically 
stepped   in  and  said   "These  children 
shall  not  have  any  further  education," 
and  it  is  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
Department  that  these  children  are  sent 
to  work  earlier  than  they  would  otherwise 
have  been.    The  old  problem  here  is  the 
social  difficulty  to  which  my  hon.  friend 
has  alluded,  and  I  do  beg  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  notice  this  point,  because  I 
am  sure  I  am  justified  in  drawing  the 
conclusions  which  I  have  drawn  from 
the  reports  of  last  year  and  from  the 
facts  which  I  have  just  put   before  the 
Committee    and     the    general  trend 
of  the  administration  of  the  Department. 
But  there  is  another  bad  effect.    In  the 
first  place,  you  are  drawing  a  distinction 
which  has  never  before  been  drawn  in 
Scotland  between  certain  classes  of  the 
population.    This  has  always  been  against 
the  wishes  of  Scotland,  for  she  does  not 
wish  that  our  efforts  should  be  confined  to 
elementary  education.  The  School  Boards 
have  the  power,  and  their  efforts  should 
not  be  confined  to  the  provision  simplj'  of 
elementary  education,  for  in  every  parish 
there  should    be   provision   made  for 
secondary  education.    May  I  say  a  word 
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or  two  about  another   subject   which  [  the  opportunity,  not  being  greatly  occu- 
illu8trates  ray   contention  that  the  in-  j  pied,  to  put  things  in  order,  and  to  meet 
fluence  of  the  Department  is  not  exercised  I  here  in  this  House  any  difficulties  which 
very  wisely  in  this  matter,  and  it  is  time  j  existed.    I  hope  it  is  not  yet  too  late 
that  we  should  urge  upon  the  Government  |  to  ask  the  Government  to  reconsider  their 
that  it  is  necessary  to  associate  local  decision,  and  to  either  introduce  legisla- 
knowledge  and  local  administration  with  i  :ion  or  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  whole 
the  Department  in  administering  educa-  subject  of  secondary  education  in  Scot- 
tion.   It  is  precisely  because  this  Minute  !  land.    It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  Govern- 
of  the  27th  of  April  does  not  do  this  that  j  mont  will  not  take  advantage  of  the 
I  take  objection  to  it,  for,  after  all,  it  is  a  j  public  interest  in  the  matter  which  now 
question  of  policy.    I  can  say  perfectly  I  exists.    We  have  here  the  best  experi- 
frankly  myself  that  I  never  expected  any-  ence  ;  we  have  men  who  have  sat  on 
thing  else  from  the  Department  than  that  I  educational  committees,   like  my  hon. 
it  would  apply  this  money  for  education  friend  the  Member  for  Aberdeen,  who  has 
on  some  such  lines  as  have  been  adopted,  had  experience  of  educational  systems  in 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  effect  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  they  tell  you 
of  this  Minute  will  be  to  place,  as  it  was  in  a  friendly  manner  that  they  are  anxious 
intended,  more  power  and  more  influence  to  holp  and  that  you  ought  to  take  advan- 
in  the  hands  of  the  Department,  and  I  tage  of  this  opportunity.    There  is  one 
can  perfectly  well  imagine  that  the  Secre-  other  point  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the 
tary  for  Scotland  deems  that  to  be  the  attention    of   the   right    hon.  Gentle- 
only  way  in  which  he  can,  by  gradually  i  man,  and    it    is    to    the    gap  which 
exerting  influence  in  one  direction  and  |  now    exists   in    Scotland    because  of 
another,  create  some  order  out  of  the   the    want    of    agricultural  education, 
chaos  into  which  secondary  education  has  i  There  could  not  be  a  better  illustration 
now  fallen  in  Scotland.    It  is  perfectly  ;  of  the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of 
ligitimate  for  him  to  say,  "  Here  I  am   things  than  the  want  of  any  provision  for 
the  head  of  a  strong  Department ;  I  am  >  agricultural  education  in  Scotland.  As 
not  going  to  create  any  more  vested  i  the    right     hon.    Gentleman  knows, 
interests ;  but  I  am  going  to  gradually  Secondary  Education  is  given  under  this 
use  the  money  at  my  disposal  as  a  lever  |  Minute,  but  it  is  given  by  a  provision  of 
to  get  the  authorities  to  simplify  the  ,  Parliament  administered  by  the  National 
confusion  that  exists,  and  to  create  some  |  Education   Department.     Besides  that 
kind  of  order  out  of  chaos."    Now,  it  is  there  are  funds  granted  by  the  County 
not  necessary  to  give  further  illustrations,  i  Committees.     The  hon.    Member  for 
because  more  than  one  honourable  Gentle-   Partick  mentioned  the  various  itinerary 
man  has  shown  this  afternoon  clearly  !  courses  given  in  the  counties,  such  as 
what  the  state  of  secondary  education  is  :  veterinary  instruction  and  dairy  instruc- 
in  Scotland.    You  have  over  200  authori- ,  tion,  but  they  have  no  communication 
ties  administering  one  branch,  and  you  or  dependence  upon  each  other,  and  are 
have  38  administering  another  branch,   independent  of  the  central  educational 
and  altogether  you  get  something  like  240  I  authority.    I  do  not  know  whether  we 
different  educational  authorities  in  Scot-   will    be    successful    in     inducing  the 
land.  The  Education  Department  says  that ,  Government  to  reconsider  this  Minute, 
it  did  not  mean  the  Minute  to  be  a  censure  but    perhaps    at    any   rate    they  will 
on  the  county  committees,  and  that  it  was  ,  reconsider  how  money  to  be  devoted  to 
impossible  for  it  to  have  taken  any  other  agricultural  instruction  is  to  be  spent,  and 
action.    But  I  should  like  to  point  out,   I  wish  to  point  out  that  there  is  a  large 
from  the  very  history  which  the  Lord  district  in  the  east  of  Scotland  "where  no 
Advocate  has  laid  before  us  to-day  of  the  provision  is  made  in  this  respect.    In  all 
various  Minutes  which  were   published   the  country    up  the    east  coast,  from 
and  withdrawn,  that  what  the  Department  Edinburgh  "to  Aberdeen,  there  are  only 
is  doing  may  not  be  a  censure  on  the  four  centres  to  which  money  is  given  for 
county  committees,  but  it  is  a  censure  on  the  purposes  of  agricultural  instruction, 
the  last  recorded  decision  of  the  House  of  There  is,  for  instance,  no  provision  in  Perth- 
Commons  on  the  subject.    Last  session  shire.  I  will,  however,  take  another  oppor- 
there  was  a  strongly  expressed  opinion  on  tunity  of  submitting  that  point.  I  only  now 
both  sides  in  favour  of  urging  the  Govern  i  wish  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the 
ment  to  be  more  courageous  and  to  take  .  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Minute  of  the 
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27th  April,  and  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  policy  of  stamping  specific 
subjects,  and  not  providing  secondary 
education  for  children  whose  parents 
cannot  afford  to  pay  the  fees  demanded. 

♦Sir  Wm.WEDDERBURN  (Banffshire): 
I  wish  to  say  that  there  is  a  very  strong 
feeling  in  my  constituency  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  this  £35,000.  The  County 
Committee  of  Secondary  Education  have 
met  to  consider  what  their  action  should  be 
with  regard  to  this  Minute  of  the  27th  of 
April,  and  it  appears  to  them,  not  that  the 
money  coming  under  that  Minute  is  in- 
sufficient, but  that  no  money  is  coming  to 
them  at  all.  They  naturally  feel  this 
very  greatly,  and  I  believe  they  are  going 
to  send  in  a  protest  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  with  regard  to  the  working  of 
this  Minute.  I  do  not  yet  know  the 
exact  grounds  upon  which  they  have 
gone  nor  the  particulars,  but  one  thing 
they  are  correct  in  considering,  and  that 
is  that  they  cannot  obtain  any  grant 
under  this  Minute.  I  have  a  hazy  recol- 
lection that  a  question  was  put  to  the 
Lord  Advocate  with  regard  to  this  grant. 
He  was  asked  whether  the  elementary 
schools  teaching  secondary  subjects  could 
obtain  a  grant  under  this  Minute,  and 
my  impression  is  that  he  said  there  was 
no  objection  to  a  grant  being  given  under 
this  Minute.  Perhaps  he  will  explain 
whether  that  is  the  case. 

♦Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  There  may  be 
higher  grade  schools  which  obtain  no 
grant  under  the  code,  and  in  those  cases 
they  would  receive  money  under  this 
Minute.  If  the  hon.  Member  means  can 
a  school  with  a  higher  grade  department, 
which  is  an  elementary  school,  taking 
money  under  that  head,  participate,  it 
obviously  cannot  under  the  terms  of  the 
Minute  itself. 

♦Sir  Wm.  WEDDERBURN  :  Then  I 
am  afraid  the  county  committee  was  right 
in  believing  that  no  money  will  come  to 
them  at  ail,  and  they  naturally  feel  that 
they  have  a  great  grievance.  The  county 
of  Banff  has  always  held  a  very  high 
educational  position  among  the  counties 
of  Scotland.  In  fact,  I  think  I  may  say 
in  proportion  to  its  population  it  has  sent 
more  students  direct  to  the  University  than 
any  other  county  of  Scotland  ;  and  that  is 
mainly  owing  to  the  system  of  giving 
very  good  secondary  education  in  the 
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elementary  schools.    They  consider  it  is 
very  hard  that  they  should  be  penalised, 
because  with  the  resources  at  their  dis- 
posal they  have  produced  such  good 
results.    It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
even  supposing  there  is  a  secondary 
school  in  the  county  it  is  not  specially  to 
the  advantage  of  the  poor  children,  or  the 
parents  of  the  poor  children  of  Banffshire, 
because  they  not  only  have  to  pay  for  the 
education,  which  they  gladly  do,  and  im- 
poverish themselves  to  do,  but  they  have 
to  board  and  lodge  their  children  at 
a    distance,    which    entails    a  large 
additional  expense  upon  them.  Accord- 
ing to  our  view  of  the  case  the  system 
has  worked  very  well  under  the  special 
conditions  of  the  county.  Our  record  is  a 
good  one,  and  very  distinguished  men 
have  taught  in  these  parish  schools.  I 
have  in  my  recollection  at  the  present 
time  many  gentlemen  who  taught  in  those 
schools,  Masters  of  Arts,  and  men  of 
very  superior  attainments  indeed.  I 
may  mention  that  one  of  the  masters  in 
one  of  ourBchooIs  was  our  lamented  friend 
Dr.  Wallace.   There  are  many  men  of  dis- 
tinction, and  they  have  sent  out  ex- 
tremely creditable  students  to  the  Uni- 
versity.    From  that  point  of  view  my 
constituents  are  satisfied  with  the  present 
arrangement,  and  do  not  wish  to  alter  it ; 
and  they  do  feel  it  a  hardship  that  when  a 
considerable  sum  like  this  is  available  for 
secondary  education  it  should  not  go  in 
that  channel  in  which  it  is  at  present 
found  to  be  so  useful.    I  appreciate  the 
theory  on  which  the  present  Minute  is 
based — namely,  that  in  reorganising  and 
creating  a  good  system  of  secondary  edu- 
cation it  is  desirable  to  strengthen  and 
consolidate  really  strong  schools  in  par- 
ticular parts  of  the  -country.    The  theory 
is  good,  and  I  notice  that  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Aberdeen  par- 
ticularly appreciates  it,  perhaps  because, 
as    it    happens,    Aberdeen    is  almost 
the  only  place  in   the  North  Country 
which   obtains  a  single  penny  under 
the  present  Minute.      I  think  Aber- 
deen and  the  Academy  at  Elgin  are 
the  only  two  institutions  north  of  the 
Grampians  who  get  a  share  of  the  money. 
I  must  therefore  support  the  protest 
which  comes  from  the  local  authorities  in 
this  matter.    As  regards  the  general 
question  I  sympathise  with  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  this  House  who 
wish  all  the  sums  that  are  available  for 
secondary  education  to  be  consolidated, 
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and  that  money  shall  be  used  in  some 
reasonable  and  good  and  simple  way  so 
that  it  may  be  understanded  of  the 
people,  which  is  not  the  case  at  present. 
Special  consideration  should  be  given  to 
the    scheme  of  my  hon.    friend  the 
Member  for  the  Border  Burghs,  which 
was  put  before  the   country  last  year, 
when  he  showed  the  way   in  which 
the  ladder  could  be  completed  which 
would  take  the  ploughman's  son  from 
the    elementary    school    up  through 
the  secondary  school  and  on  to  the 
university,  and  give  him  the  same  oppor- 
tunity as  the  son  of  the  richest  man  in 
the  land.    There  are  two  other  points  to 
which  I  should  like  to  allude ;  one  is  the 
new  duties  of  the  inspectors.    Under  the 
amended  Code  it  has  been  pointed  out 
that  the  duties  of  the  inspectors  are 
much   more  difficult   and  responsible, 
they  will  not  be  so  mechanical,  and  a 
greater  exercise  of  discretion  and  know- 
ledge will  be  required  than  has  been 
under  the  old  system.    I  think,  in  order 
that   an  inspector    should    have  that 
familiarity  with  the  subject  that  would 
enable  him  to  form  a  good  judgment,  it  is 
very  important  that  he  should  be  familiar 
with   the  schools  themselves,  and  for 
that  reason  it  is    desirable  that  the 
inspectors  should  be  promoted  from  the 
ranks    of  the  most  successful  of  the 
teachers.     The  inspectors  may  be  very 
learned  men  chosen  from  the  outside,  but 
they  might  have  a  difficulty  in  testing  and 
proving  the  children  if  they  had  not 
been  school  teachers  themselves.  The 
remaining  point  is  the  point  that  the 
hon.   Baronet   the   member  for  Kirk- 
cudbrightshire referred    to,  which  was 
that   there  needs  to  be  some  appeal 
in   the  case  of  teachers  dismissed  by 
the  school  boards.    There  is  no  doubt 
that  whether  or  not  the  teacher  in  the 
position  does  get  justice,  he  often  has 
the  feeling  that  he  does  not  get  it,  and  it 
would  be  very  satisfactory  to  all  the 
teaching  profession  if   there  was  some 
reasonable  means  of  appealing  from  the 
decisions  of  the  school  board.  Whether 
that  could  be  done  by  having  some  court 
of  appeal  formed  by  the  chairmen  of 
several  School  Boards,  and  making  those 
chairmen  the  eourt  of  appeal  for  that  par- 
ticular group,  or  whether  it  could  be  done 
in  some  other  way,  I  think  it  would  be  in 
the  interests  of  the  teaching  profession 
that  there  should  be  some  arrangement 
of  that   sort.     If    the  school  boards 


were  grouped  together  there  would 
also  be  an  opportunity  of  moving  a  master 
from  one  place  to  another,  which  might 
prove  very  beneficial  where  a  difference 
between  the  School  Board  and  the  teacher 
has  arisen.  In  conclusion,  I  can  only 
say  that  when  I  see  the  protest  that 
is  being  brought  by  the  County  Com- 
mittee for  Secondary  Education  I  shall 
be  in  a  better  position  to  know  their 
views,  but  that  as  at  present  advised  I 
must  join  with  other  hon.  Members  of 
this  House  in  saying  that  this  Minute  is 
very  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  MONRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs) :  This  Debate  has  been  of  unusual 
interest,  partly  because  of  the  statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, and  partly  because  of  the  criticisms 
which  have  been  directed  against  the 
Code.  There  are  two  points  to  which 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, one  of  which  is  the  fear  that  has 
been  excited  in  the  minds  of  some  School 
Board  8  that  they  will  suffer  a  loss  of 
revenue  under  the  new  Code.  The 
School  Board  of  Leith  have  made  repre- 
sentations to  the  effect  that  they  feared 
they  would  suffer  considerable  loss.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  ever  before  had  to 
present  a  local  grievance  to  the  House, 
but  the  School  Board  of  Leith  represent 
that  the  schools  of  that  district  would  sus- 
tain a  diminution  in  the  amount  of  the 
grant.  The  expenses  of  education  have 
gone  up  very  considerably,  and  while  the 
grants  have  been  increased  the  expenses 
have  increased  to  a  very  much  greater 
extent,  and  under  the  new  Code  it  will 
not  be  possible  for  schools  to  earn  so 
much  as  formerly  if  every  school  and 
every  division  of  the  school  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  maximum  grant.  Unless 
some  kind  of  addition  is  made  to  the 
revenue  of  the  schools  in  some  way,  the 
School  Board  of  Leith  will  be  placed  in 
very  considerable  difficulty.  Their  ex- 
perience is  that,  after  providing  for  the 
Government  requirements,  and  taking 
everything  into  consideration,  including 
assistance  and  rate  grants,  the  result 
during  the  last  ten  years  has  been  that 
they  nave  only  just  paid,  and  they  are 
afraid  that  the  state  of  things  cannot  be 
maintained  under  the  new  Code,  and  that 
they  will  suffer  loss.  The  School  Board 
rate  in  Leith  has  gone  up  during  the  last 
ten  or  eleven  years  from  6d.  to  Is.  2d.,  and 
a  very  great  strain  has  been  put  upon  the 
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community  in  order  to  carry  out  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Education  Department. 
Kepresentation  has  been  made,  and  it  has 
been  considered,  but  the  balance  has  not 
been  made  up    by    the  Department. 
I  mention  this  case  as  being  one  that 
may  be  taken  as  an  example  of  the  many 
difficulties   which   may   be  anticipated 
under  the  new  Code.     A  new  school 
has  been  opened  quite  recently,  and 
that  school  is   not  in  receipt  of  any 
grant     under    the  Code,    and  this 
is    regarded    as  a     great  hardship 
A  new  high  school  has  been  opened,  and 
it  is  feared  its  efficiency  cannot  be  main- 
tained if  the  grants  fall  so  far  short 
of  what  has  been  expected.  Therefore, 
this  question  of  the  effect  which  may 
follow  on  the  reduction  of  the  grants, 
will  have  to  receive  consideration.    Of  j 
course  it  is  felt  all  the  more  because  we  j 
have  not  received  the  additional  sums  ! 
whiuh    have  been   recently  voted  for  i 
education  in  the  United  Kingdom.  There 
is  one  other  question  that  1  will  refer  to  ! 
for  one  brief  moment,  and  that  is  the 
grant    towards  agricultural  education. 
Scotch  counties  have  far  less  money  for 
that  purpose  than  English  counties.    I  j 
need  not  go  into  the  details  of  the  case,  j 
because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows 
them  better  than  I  do,  but  the  fact  re- . 
mains  that  there  is  much  less  money  , 
available  for  agricultural  educationin  Scot- 
land, and  it  consequently  becomes  almost  j 
impossible  to  obtain  anything  like  the 
facilities  for  education  which  have  been 

Erovided  by  such  a  school  as  that  esta- 
lished  by  the  Bedfordshire  County 
Council  or  the  Northumberland  County 
Council.  In  France  and  Germany  agri- 
cultural schools  are  established  and  main- 
tained by  the  State.  Well,  as  the 
county  councils  in  Scotland  have 
not  the  requisite  funds  to  establish 
such  schools,  and  the  education 
allowance  falls  considerably  below  that 
made  to  England,  it  may  be  fairly  urged 
that  Government  must  give  a  more 
generous  allowance  than  £2,000  to- 
wards the  cost  of  agricultural  educa- 
tion in  Scotland.  We  believe  that  the 
present  institutions  might  be  improved, 
and  suggest  that  there  should  be  in  Scot- 
land some  Government  farm  where  ex- 
periments could"  be  carried  on.  In 
{Jermany  there  are  Government  establish- 
ments where  the  science  of  forestry  is 
thoroughly  gone  into,  to  the  great  advan- 
tage of  the  State.  In  Scotland  our 
Mr.  Monro  Ferguson, 


|  farmers  are  perfectly  well  qualified  by 
j  their  education  to  derive  the  full  benefit 
!  from  such  establishments,  and  considering 
the  falling-off  in  the  Government  allow- 
ance in  the  matter  of  education  we  are  at 
least  entitled  to  ask  that  a  few  more 
pounds  a  year  should  be  applied  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  great  agricultural  in- 
dustry in  Scotland. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid): 
The  most  satisfactory  thing  in  connection 
with  Scotch  education  is  the  high  rate  of 
the  school  attendance.  The  statistics  show 
that  the  parents  have  been  co-operating 
with  the  School  Boards  in  seeing  that  their 
children  are  kept  at  school.  I  find  that 
there  is  only  one  district  where  the 
inspectors  complain  under  this  head,  and 
that  is  in  a  northern  division.  As  regards 
school  attendance,  I  observe  that  the 
percentage  of  the  total  population  of 
Scotland  on  the  school  register,  which 
was  15-96  in  1886-7,  rose  to  17-23  in 
1897-8.  That  is  the  highest  point  which 
has  ever  been  reached.  The  average 
attendance  is  equally  satisfactory.  The 
average  attendance,  which  was  12*41  of 
the  population  in  1886-7,  rose  to  14  53 
per  cent,  in  1897-8,  or  a  rise  of  2-12  per 
cent,  on  the  total  population,  with  the 
result  that  the  average  attendance  com- 
pared with  the  register,  which  was  77*77 
in  1886-7,  has  increased  to  the  high 
point  of  84-32  in  1897-8,  or  a 
rise  of  6  65  per  cent.  This  shows  at  once 
that  the  parents  of  Scotland  have  been 
doing  their  duty  as  regards  sending  their 
children  to  school.  Complaints  have  been 
made  that  the  children  have  been  taken 
away  at  too  early  an  age.  Now  I  find,  if 
we  take  the  number  of  children  at  school 
over  13  years  of  age  in  1898,  there  is  an 
increase  compared  with  the  preceding 
year  of  2,655,  or  4  36  per  cent.,  as 
against  1  -24  per  cent,  increase  on  the  total 
school  register.  There  are  no  statistics 
for  Scotland  except  in  respect  of  the 
State-aided  sohools,  but  we  have,  fortu- 
nately the  statistics  for  Glasgow,  and  the 
results  are  very  instructive.  The  total 
number  of  children  in  Glasgow  between 
eleven  and  twelve  years  of  age  on  the 
roll  is  12,319,  and  the  number  in  attend- 
ance is  11,767,  or  a  deficiency  of  only 
552.  Between  ten  and  eleven  years  of 
age  only  457  of  those  on  the  roll  have 
failed  to  attend,  so  that  up  to  twelve 
years  of  age  there  is  practically  a  com- 
plete attendance.    Between  twelve  and 
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thirteen  we  have  this  remarkable  result ; 
that  there  are  12,626  children  in  Glasgow, 
and  9,754  on  the  register,  a  deficiency 
of  only  2,872.  Now  I  have  gone  into 
these  figures  minutely  because  they  have 
an  important  bearing  on  the  next  point 
that  I  am  going  to  call  attention  to, 
and  that  is  the  decrease  in  the  upper 
standards.  The  children  are  going  as 
early  to  school  as  ever,  are  remaining 
longer,  and  are  attending  with  greater 
regularity.  What  are  the  educational  re- 
sults 1  In  1898  there  was  an  increase  of 
2,251  children  over  the  number  presented 
to  the  inspector  in  the  previous  year.  Now 
we  find,  notwithstanding  this  increase, 
that  the  number  of  children  who  were 
presented  in  the  upper  standards,  i.e., 
Standards  IV.,  V.,  and  VI.,  shows  a 
decrease  of  1,757.  The  contention 
of  the  Scotch  Education  Department  is 
that  they  have  effected  a  change  in  the 
examination,  with  the  result  that  the 
children  are  now  being  pushed  forward 
instead  of  being  kept  back,  but  the 
statistics  given  by  the  Department  show 
the  extraordinary  fact  that  whilst  the 
number  sent  to  the  inspector  last  year 
amounted  to  an  increase  of  2,251,  the 
numbers  presented  in  Standards  IV.,  V., 
and  VI.  actually  showed  a  decrease  of 
1,757.  Now,  I  venture  to  say  that  this 
result  is  clue  to  the  change  of  policy  of 
the  Department  as  regards  the  examina- 
tions. As  has  been  pointed  out,  in  1872, 
when  School  Boards  were  established, 
there  was  individual  examination,  and 
that  had  a  most  important  effect,  no  pay- 
ment being  given  except  for  an  actual 
pass.  That  was  intended  to  be — and  in 
point  of  fact  was — a  protection  to  the 

foorost  child  in  the  country.  The  object 
arliament  had  in  view  was  to  get  at  the 
lowest  stratum  of  the  population.  The 
State  is  interested  more  in  the  lower 
strata  of  the  population  than  in  the  upper, 
so  far  as  regards  matters  of  that  kind. 
However,  individual  examination  at  any 
rate  ensured  that  no  payment  would  be 
given  for  any  child  unless  the  inspector 
should  pass  that  child  as  having  been  effi- 
ciently educated  in  a  particular  standard, 
and  that  was  a  great  protection  to  the 
poorest  children.  Then  came  the  change 
of  policy  which  established  collective 
instead  of  individual  examinations.  We 
all  know  how  that  change  of  policy  was 
brought  about.  It  was  due  to  the  pres- 
sure of  the  teachers,  who  felt  that  they 
had  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do  in  order  to 


get  the  less  educated  children  to  pass  the 
examinations.  The  inspectors  approved  the 
change,  because  it  was  very  worrying 
work  for  them  to  examine  every  child 
individually.    You  consequently  find  the 
teachers  and  inspectors,  backed  up  by  the 
School  Boards,  advocating  the  change, 
but  there  is  not  a  voice  to  be  heard  in 
favour  of  the  poor  parent,  who  wishes  to 
secure  that  his  child  should  pass  his 
examination  with  the  other  children.  We 
were  told  that  the  result  of  the  change  of 
policy  would  be  that  the  clever  children 
would  be  pushed  forward.     But  the 
statistics  show  that  instead  of  there  being 
more  children  in  the  upper  standards 
there  are  fewer.    I  have  investigated  this 
matter  ever  since  the  policy  was  changed, 
and  I  find  in  the  case  of  Glasgow,  where 
the  statistics  are  nearer  completion  than 
in  the  case  of  other  schools  in  Scotland, 
that  the  children  in  the  junior  depart- 
ments take  a  longer  time  to  get  into  the 
senior  departments.    The  teachers,  find- 
ing themselves  relieved  of  the  pressure 
that  existed  under  the  previous  system, 
.  are  taking  things  more  easily,  and  it  is  their 
policy  now  to  keep  the  children  as  long  as 
possible  at  school,  because  the  result  of 
i  the  Code  is  that  the  more  schools  keep 
|  back  children  the  more  money  they  will 
earn,  the  payment  being  based  on  average 
J  attendance.    Now  the  Department  are 
making  an  important  change  as  regards 
the  carrying  out  of  the  law  of  compulsory 
attendance.    The  Education  Act  of  1872 
prescribes  that  a  parent  should  not  be 
prosecuted  for  the  non-attendance  of  his 
child  at  school  if  he  passed  the  inspector's 
examination.     That  examination,  which 
is  prescribed  under  Section  73   of  the 
Education  Act,  is  a  very  simple  one,  the 
subjects  to  be  taken  being  reading,  writ- 
ing, and  elementary  arithmetic.  Then 
we  come  to  the  Act  of  1883,  which  pre- 
scribes that  the  certificate  to  be  given  by 
the    inspector   should   not    be  given 
unless  Standard  V.   is  passed.  Now 
for  years   the   inspectors    have  been 
passing  under  the  Code  of  Standard  V., 
and  even  half-timers  have  been  able  to 
pass.    But  now  you  are  practically  saying 
to  the  inspectors  that  they  are  to  put 
every  possible  obstacle  in  the  way  of  chil- 
dren receiving  the  labour  certificate,  with 
a  view  of  compelling  them  to  remain  at 
school  longer  than  the  law  practically 
enjoins.     Let  us  see  what  those  stan- 
dards were.    Some  inspectors  pointed  out 
that  the  standards  were  such  that  a  child 
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could  easily  pass  two  standards  in  one 
year,  so  that  even  Standard  V.  might  be 
reached  at  eleven  years  of  age.  You  are 
now  making  examination  more  severe 
than  the  Act  of  Parliament  authorises. 
Nothing  could  be  worse  than  a  policy  of 
this  kind,  because  hitherto  the  parent  has 
loyally  co-operated  with  the  School  Board. 
If  you  want  to  make  a  change  in  the  law,  do 
it  by  legislation  in  the  usual  way  ;  don't 
discourage  a  child  who  has  attended  for 
several  years  at  school  from  getting  his 
certificate.  Formerly  a  parent  knew  if 
his  child  did  not  pass  a  particular 
standard.  Now  he  does  not  know  until 
the  child  is  13,  when  he  wants  to  get  a 
labour  certificate,  and  then  he  discovers 
that  the  child's  education  has  been  neg- 
lected, and  that  he  is  not  able  to  pass 
Standard  V.  I  think  that  that  is  an 
exceeding  hardship  in  the  case  of  the 
poorer  class  of  the  community.  If  you 
insist  on  keeping  a  child  at  school  till  he 
is  14  years  of  age,  and  his  widowed 
mother  is  only  paid  Is.  or  Is.  6d.  a  week 
from  the  parochial  board,  look  at  the 
misery  your  policy  entails.  It  may  be  in 
the  interest  of  education,  but  I  question 
very  much,  if  you  continue  that  child  at 
school  after  13,  when  he  has  made 
no  educational  progress,  whether  he  will 
do  anything  more  than  mark  time.  The 
effect  of  that  policy  has  been  that  you  are 
alienating  sympathy  so  far  as  a  great 
many  parents  are  concerned,  who  have 
been  anxious  to  co-operate  as  far  as  they 
possibly  could.  You  are  adopting  every 
means  to  keep  children  at  school,  but  you 
are  not  adopting  any  means  to  see  that 
the  children  are  being  educated.  Another 
subject  to  which  I  would  call  attention  is 
the  neglect  to  meet  the  demand  for  certi- 
ficated teachers.  I  willingly  recognise  the 
improvement  that  has  been  made.  But 
will  the  Lord  Advocate  say  that  the  im- 
provement is  anything  like  the  improve- 
ment that  ought  to  be  made  ?  It  is 
impossible  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of 
certificated  teachers,  because  you  won't 
educate  in  your  training  colleges  as  many 
teachers  as  are  qualified  to  enter. 
The  demand  of  the  country  is  for 
certificated  teachers,  and  you  are 
making,  and  seeking  to  maintain,  a 
monopoly  of  the  teaching  profession. 
There  are  only  one  or  two  other  matters 
which  I  am  going  to  refer  to.  If  there  is 
any  money  available  for  secondary  educa- 
tion you  ought,  in  the  first  place,  to  give 
it  to  those  schools  which  hitherto  have 
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been  getting  money  for  charitable  endow- 
ments.   When  money  is  coming  in  to  be 
available  for  secondary  education,  the 
claim  of  the  charities  to  be  relieved  ought 
to  be  considered.    I  refer  in  this  instance 
to  the  case  of  Hutchisons'  Hospital,  and 
there  are  also  cases  in  the  town  of  Stirling. 
I  think  the  claims  of  those  charities  which 
bear  the  brunt  of  secondary  education 
when  no  other  funds  are  available  ought 
to  be  considered,  because  it  may  be  that 
their  income  has  largely  decreased  of  late 
years.    Another  matter  that  I  would 
refer  to— and   it  has  been  before  the 
Department  already — is  the  education  of 
tinker  children.     The   Lord  Advocate 
knows  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  that 
class  educated,   because    they  migrate 
from  place  to  place.    But  whether  they 
are  the  children    of   tinkers  or  not, 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  ensure 
their  education.    Another  point  for  con- 
sideration is  that  some  children — probably 
;  the  children  of  shepherds — are  living  a 
long  distance  from  the  schools.    It  would 
be  an  expensive  matter  to  establish  a 
!  school  of  teachers  to  "  take "  one,  or 
,  perhaps  two,  children  at  a  great  distance, 
and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  School 
|  Board  ought  to  be  authorised  to  make  an 
l  allowance  for  the  expense  of  educating 
|  them  at  the  regular  parish  school,  which 
!  would  be  both  better  for  the  children,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  cheaper  as  far  as  the 
School  Board  was  concerned.    With  re- 
gard to  the  secondary  education  scheme, 
'  all  I  have  to  observe  is,  that  the  state  in 
;  which  secondary  education  finds  itself  in 
,  Scotland  is  the  result  very  much  of  the 
i  policy  of  the  Department.     The  first 
I  thing  the  Department  did  was  to  reduce 
I  the  efficiency  of   secondary  education 
i  in  the  schools,  and  to  endeavour,  hy 
I  every  means  in  their  power,  to  attract 
:  children  from  the  private  schools.  Take, 
|  for   instance,    the    City    of  Glasgow, 
i  There   are    only    601    children  who 
i  have  not  been  attracted  either  to  a 
State-aided  school  or  an  endowed  school, 
and  half  of  these  come  from  the  sur- 
rounding districts.    The  policy  of  the 
Department  is   to    set   up  secondary 
departments,  and  then  they  kill  the 
secondary    schools,  and    then,  having 
encouraged  the  elementary  schools  to  set 
up  secondary    departments,  they  are 
going  to  turn  round  and  kill  the  ele- 
mentary schools. 
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♦Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a 
case  in  which  in  a  small  parish  900  children 
of  school  age  are  at  present  not  in 
attendance  at  school,  and  the  Department 
will  take  no  steps  to  compel  the  School 
Board  to  provide  for  their  education. 
That  is  a  matter  urgently  requiring  the 
attention  of  this  House.  What  is  the  use 
of  talking  about  secondary  education  or 
going  into  these  elaborate  statistics  when 
here  you  have  a  mass  of  children  left,  so 
far  as  the  Department  is  concerned,  with- 
out any  education  whatever  1  I  have 
asked  repeated  questions  in  this  House 
about  the  matter.  I  refer  to  the  case  of 
children  in  the  Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland. 
These  schools  have  been  doing  a  great 
national  service.  I  am  not  going  to  speak 
on  my  own  authority ;  I  take  the 
testimony  of  two  public  documents.  Here 
is  what  is  said  about  them  in  the  Report 
of  the  Departmental  Committee  of  the 
Scotch  Office,  over  which  I  had  the 
honour  to  preside,  which  among  its 
members  numbered  the  Permanent 
Under  Secretary  for  Scotland.  The 
Report  says : 

"  We  must  not  pass  from  thesubject  of  reforma- 
tory and  industrial  institutions  without  a 
reference  to  the  excellent  work  done  at  Mr. 
Quarrier's  Orphan  Homes.  These  homes,  a 
magnificent  range  of  buildings  situated  at  the 
Bridge  of  Weir,  have  l«en  constructed  and  are 
maintained  by  voluntary  contributions. 
Although,  if  Mr.  Quarrier  chose,  he  might 
claim  a  handsome  donation  from  the 
Education  Grant,  he  informed  us  that  he 

£ refers  to  keep  himself  entirely  free  from 
•overnment  interference  and  control.  The 
average  daily  number  of  children  resident  at 
the  homes  is  about  1,200,  while  that  in  the 
reformatory  schools  in  Scotland  is  872,  and  in  the 
industrial  schools,  4,873— together  5,745." 

I  will  not  read  the  entire  extract,  but  the 
Report  says  that,  although  this  work  is 
conducted  at  no  cost  whatever  to  the 
State,  a  much  better  result  is  shown  in  the 
children  sent  out  from  these  schools  than 
in  the  case  of  the  children  sent  out  from 
reformatory  or  industrial  schools.  An 
institute  that  does  such  work  as  that,  and 
deals,  without  any  cost  whatever  to 
the  State,  with  about  one-fourth  of  the 
children  dealt  with  in  the  reformatory  and 
industrial  schools,  deserves  well  of  the 
country.  Nor  is  that  the  only  testimony. 
In  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Supervision 
for  1887-88  there  is  a  memorandum  from 
one  of  the  inspectors  highly  approving  the 
work  done  by  these  schools,  and  sug- 
gesting that  Parochial  Boards  should  be 


allowed  to  give  subscriptions  to  them,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  do  their  work 
more  efficiently  and  more  cheaply.  The 
Board  of  Supervision  regret  that  it  would 
not  be  legal  for  that  course  to  be  adopted, 
but  express  the  opinion  that  an  extension 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  of 
1845  to  other  institutions  than  those 
therein  specified  would,  under  proper  con- 
trol, be  very  beneficial.  The  Government 
have  not  paid  any  heed  to  that  recommen- 
dation. On  the  contrary,  any  attempts 
on  the  part  of  the  Parochial  Board  to  give 
donations  in  support  of  these  schools  has 
been  surcharged.  Until  very  recently 
these  homes  had  not  been  assessed  for 
rates.  The  schools  being  maintained  by 
the  generosity  of  the  public,  and  Mr. 
Quarrier  not  asking  for  any  assistance 
from  public  funds,  no  rates  were  levied  on 
the  schools.  Recently  the  legality  of  that 
was  tested,  and  the  Court  of  Session  held 
that  it  was  illegal  to  grant  the  exemption. 
That  being  the  law,  when  Mr.  Quarrier 
found  that  his  homes  were  to  be  assessed  for 
education  and  other  rates  he  considered  that 
he  was  entitled  to  claim  for  the  children  in 
his  homes  the  rights  of  a  ratepayer,  and 
have  them  educated  at  the  public  expense, 
as  are  children  elsewhere.  So  far  back  as 
April  he  asked  the  School  Board  to  pro- 
vide education  for  them,  but  they  declined. 
He  wrote  to  the  Scotch  Education  Depart- 
ment as  to  what  steps  should  be  taken, 
and  on  the  advice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  he  wrote  to  the  School  Board 
asking  them  to  take  over  the  education  of 
these  children.  The  clerk  wrote  back 
refusing  to  do  so.  On  the  receipt  of  that 
letter  Mr.  Quarrier  again  wrote  to  the 
Education  Department,  who  replied  that 
they  could  not  deal  with  the  question 
until  they  were  assured  that  the  children 
had  been  refused  admission  on  "other  than 
reasonable  grounds."  What  the  reason- 
able grounds  are  Mr.  Quarrier  could  not 
understand,  and  until  this  day  he  has 
never  had  any  information  with  regard 
to  it.  Later  on  Mr.  Quarrier  made  a 
formal  application  and  received  an 
official  refusal.  He  gave  notice  that  he 
would  bring  his  children  to  the  school  and 
demand  admission.  He  did  so,  and  the 
clerk  formally,  on  behalf  of  the  School 
Board,  refused  to  admit  them.  Mr. 
Quarrier  naturally  lays  stress  on  the  fact 
that  he  has  educated  a  very  large  number 
of  children  belonging  to  the  parish,  there- 
by largely  relieving  the  rates.  He  has 
now  been  obliged  to  pay  education  and 
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poor  rates  for  four  years  back ;  he  had 
to  pay  over  £200  in  the  matter  of  educa- 
tion rates,  and  altogether  he  has  had  to 
pay  about  £1,000  in  local  rates.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  say  he  is  entitled  to 
the  same  rights  as  any  other  ratepayer.  On 
the  25th  April  I  asked  the  Lord  Advocate 
a  question  on  the  subject ;  and  he  told  me 
that  as  a  matter  of  fact  no  child  had  been 
refused  admission.  On  the  19th  May, 
the  formal  application  having  been  re- 
fused, I  again  asked  the  Lord  Advocate  a 
question,  and  he  told  me  it  was  undesir- 
able to  make  any  statement  beyond  that 
the  matters  would  receive  the  careful  at- 
tention of  the  Department.  I  then 
suggested  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  the  Department  would  not 
enforce  the  education  of  the  children  by 
the  School  Board,  would  it  not  be  possible 
to  pass  some  legislation  as  recommended 
by  the  Board  of  Supervision,  or  to  legalise 
the  exemption  of  such  an  institution  from 
the  rates  ?  I  did  not  get  any  answer  to 
that  question.  The  matter  is  always  under 
consideration.  What  is  the  insuperable 
crux  of  the  legal  difficulty  in  this  case 
that  it  requires  two  months  to  solve  1 
Does  or  does  not  the  Department  intend 
to  enforce  upon  the  School  Board  the 
education  of  these  children  1  As  a  matter 
of  fact  the  accommodation  belonging  to 
the  School  Board  is  not  sufficient  for  these 
children.  I  believe  the  School  Board 
provides  accommodation  for  600,  and  has 
some  390  in  average  attendance.  But  in 
these  Orphan  Homes  there  is  ample 
school  accommodation,  where  the  children 
have  been  satisfactorily  educated.  The 
schools  have  been  praised  by  the  inspec- 
tors, and  nothing  could  be  better  for 
educational  purposes.  Mr.  Quarrier  is 
perfectly  willing  to  let  the  School  Board 
have  them  at  a  reasonable  rent,  so  that 
there  is  no  difficulty  about  accommoda- 
tion j  the  accommodation  could  be  had  to- 
morrow. Now,  Sir,  the  rates  paid  on  Mr. 
Quarrier's  Homes  work  out  quite  as  high 
as  those  paid  by  the  working-class  popu- 
lation. He  has  the  right  which  every 
citizen  has  of  demanding  education  for 
the  children  under  his  care.  It  is  said 
that  he  brings  waifs  and  strays  into  the 
parish.  As  long  as  he  was  left  alone  he 
was  content  to  look  after  the  waifs  and 
strays  and  pay  for  their  education,  and  to 
relieve  the  parish  of  every  charge  in 
regard  to  them.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Renfrewshire  has  a  story  about  some 
imbecile  child  brought  up  in  one  of 

Sir  Cluirles  Cameron. 


Mr.  Quarrier's  Homes  having  been 
made  chargeable  to  the  parish.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  that  was  the  case  of  an 
imbecile  that,  when  it  grew  up,  became 
uncontrollable,  and  went  back  to  its 
friends  ;  the  friends  put  it  on  the  parish 
somewhere  in  Glasgow,  and  the  Glasgow 
parish  found  it  had  a  settlement  in  Ren- 
frewshire, and  sent  it  down.  That  was 
perfectly  legal.  If  I  were  to  take  a  child 
which  through  some  misfortune  had  to  go 
upon  the  parish,  the  same  thing  might 
occur.  But  that  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  right  of  a  ratepayer  to  de- 
j  mand  free  education  from  the  School 
j  Board  for  children  while  they  are  living 
in  the  district,  and  are  inmates  of  the 
house  in  respect  of  which  rates  are  de- 
j  manded.  I  do  not  want  to  labour  the 
i  question,  but  I  am  anxious  to  find  out 
]  what  excuse  may  be  alleged  by  the 
Department  for  this  flagrant  neglect  of  its 
1  duty  to  enforce  upon  the  School  Board 
the  provision  of  education  for  these 
children.  By  way  of  raising  the  question 
in  a  concrete  form  I  beg  to  move  to 
reduce  the  vote  before  the  House  by 
£450,  being  the  amount  which  is  payable 
under  the  education  grant  to  the  School 
Board  of  Kilmalcolm. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £701,411,  he 
granted  for  the  said  service." — (Sir  Charles 
Cameron. )  , 

•Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  Perhaps  it 
would  be  convenient  that  I  should  at  once 
answer  the  point  which  has  been  raised 
I  by  the  hon.  Member.  I  do  not  know 
!  how  far  the  Committee  are  cognisant  of 
the  matters  affecting  Mr.  Quarrier's 
Homes,  but  I  certainly  do  not  think  the 
hon.  Baronet  is  quite  correct  in  some  of 
the  terms  he  has  used  concerning  them. 
First  I  may  say  that  I  am  quite  at  one 
with  the  hon.  Baronet  in  giving  a 
very  warm  testimony  to  the  benefit  that 
these  Homes  have  been.  I  have  no  wish 
to  detract ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  the 
strongest  wish  to  add  my  testimony  as  to 
the  good  services  and  most  self-denying 
industry  and  zeal  that  Mr.  Quarrier  has 
rendered  to  the  State  by  doing  what  be 
has  done  for  the  poor  and  castaway  popu- 
lation. But  when  one  has  said  that,  I 
deplore  that  Mr.  Quarrier  has  taken  up 
his  present  position,  and  has  tried  to  bring 
to  the  test  what  is  really  a  legal  question 
in  a  way  in  which  the  only  sufferers  will 
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be  the  children  themselves.  The  hon. 
Baronet  more  than  once  used  the  phrase, 
"as  long  as  he  was  left  alone."  But  he  is 
acting  upon  a  mistaken  view.  An  exemp- 
tion had  been  made  to  the  Homes  in  res- 
pect of  rates,  and,  as  you  have  been  told, 
the  point  was  brought  before  the  Court 


years,  and  I  will  call  upon  the  School 
Board  to  educate  them  instead."  Very 
well,  what  does  the  School  Board  say  % 
The  School  Board  says,  "Although  we 
are  perfectly  willing  to  provide  out  of 
the  rates  for  what  may  be  called  the 
normal  population  of  our  parish,  we  do 


of  Session,  where  it  was  declared  that  not  see  that  we  should  be  suddenly  called 


the  exemption  was  illegal.  When  that 
was  done  there  was  really  no  room  for  free 
action  afterwards  ;  the  authorities  could 
only  enforce  the  law.  If  the  hon.  Baronet 
thinks  that  it  is  a  proper  thing  that  homes 
of  this  class  should  be  exempt  from  rates, 
thepresent  law  preventing  that  exemption, 
the  only  thing  for  him  to  do  is  to  try  to 
pass  a  Bill  in  this  House  altering  that 
law.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  would 
be  altogether  an  easy  thing  to  do,  because, 
really,  there  are  considerations  on  the 
other  side.  It  is  all  very  well  to  think 
that  persons  who  act  in  that  particular 
way  should  be  exempt  from  rates,  but 
there  are  other  considerations,  and  the 
«ame  considerations  which,  in  the  past, 
have  deterred  this  House  from  exempting 
public  buildings  of  various  characters 
from  the  payment  of  rates  would  also  induce 
many  persons  to  say  that  even  such  a 
noble  object  as  this  is  not  a  reason  why 
rateable  property  should  be  exempt  from 
rates.  It  is  no  good  laying  any  blame 
upon  the  local  authority  for  not 
leaving  Mr.  Quarrier  alone,  or  because 


upon  to  provide  education  for  a  set  of 
1  children  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
parish,  but  who  are  simply  imported  into 
I  the  parish."    The   hon.    Baronet  has, 
I  all  along  assumed  that  Mr.  Quarrier  has 
a  legal  right  to  call  upon  the  School 
Board  to  educate  these  children.    All  I 
!  can  say  is  that  that  is  a  question  which 
1  has  never  yet  been  decided  in  this  form, 
1  and  that  is  the  question  which  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Education  De- 
'  partment.  I  am  not  going  to  say  to-night 
1  in  this  House  precisely  what  view  the 
Education  Department  adopt  upon  the 
j  matter,  but  I  am  in  a  position  to  say  that 
the  view  of  the  Education  Department 
will  certainly  be  communicated  to  Mr. 
Quarrier  without  undue  delay.    I  do  say, 
however,  that  the  hon.  Baronet  must  not 
take  it  for  granted  that  there  is  any  such 
legal  right  as  he  assumes.    The  point  has 
not  been  decided  in  this  particular  form, 
but  so  far  as  I  can  see  the  decision  rather 
points  the  other  way.    I  prefer  not  to 
say  more  upon  this  subject,  but  it  is  quite 
obvious  that  there  are  two  question* 


they  have  simply  carried  out  the  i  which  arise.  The  first  is  whether  Mr. 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Session.  I  Quarrier  has  a  right  to  demand  free 
If  they  had  acted  otherwise  they  would  education  for  these  children.  If  ho  has. 
have  been  surcharged,  so  that  they  had  !  that  right  it  should  be  vindicated  by  him 


absolutely  no  choice  in  the  matter. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  quite 
admit,  and  I  did  admit,  that  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Session  left  the  local 
authority  no  option  in  the  matter.  But 


in  a  court  of  law,  and  not  by  leaving 
these  children  uneducated.  If  there  is  no 
such  right,  then  a  question  of  discretion 
may  arise,  but  it  cannot  well  arise  until  the 
legal  question  has  been  settled  one  way 
or  another.    Therefore  I  fail  to  see  what 


Mr.  Quarrier  having  been  placed  in  this ;  fche  hon  Baronet  calls  the  clear  duty  of 
legal  position  demands  his  legal  remedy.  |  the  Department  in  this  case,  because  un- 
*Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  If  Mr.  !  doubtedly  the  question  is  a  very  novel 
Quarrier  demands  his  legal  remedy  it  is  j  one.  It  is  a  very  serious  one  for  a  parish 
a  very  unfortunate  thing  that  the  way  in  in  Scotland,  especially  such  a  parish  as. 
which  he  tries  to  obtain  what  he  calls  his  ,  this,  to  be  suddenly  called  upon  to  pro- 


legal  remedy  is  by  leaving  suddenly 
nearly  a  thousand  children  uneducated. 
There  are  ways  of  raising  legal  questions, 
and  if  Mr.  Quarrier  thinks  he  has  aright 
to  the  education  of  those  children  he 
would  have  been  better  advised  to  have 
raised  the  point  by  the  ordinary  process 
of  law.  But  he  does  no  such  thing,  He 
simply  says,  "  I  will  stop  educating  these 


vide  for  the  education  of  a  large  number 
of  children  in  this  way.  The  matter, 
however,  is  not  one  which  can  bo  put 
forward  as  a  grievance  against  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Department;  it  is 
rather  owing  to  the  mistaken  action  of 
an  otherwise  very  worthy  man. 


Mr.  COLVILLE  (Lanarkshire,  N.E.): 
children  whom  I  have  educated  all  these  j  There  is  a  purely  equitable  question,  as 
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well  as  a  legal  question,  in  this  matter.  Mr. 
Quarrier  has  for  years  conducted  a  most 
excellent  institution  for  the  orphans  of 
Scotland,  and  he  has  until  recently  been 
permitted  so  to  do  without  being 
chargeable  for  these  rates.  Now  that  the 
Court  of  Session  has  decided  that  he  must 
pay  full  rates  upon  the  institution,  he 
very  naturally  contends  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  corresponding  provision  for  the 
education  of  his  children.  It  will  not  do 
for  the  Lord  Advocate  to  tell  us  that  this 
is  a  matter  entirely  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Education  Department.  Parliament 
has  surely  some  control  over  the  Educa- 
tion Department.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  if  the  decision  of  the  Education 
Department  should  be  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  Mr.  Quarrier  and  the  orphan 
children,  it  will  be  very  much  the  worse 
for  the  present  Government,  who  are  the 
masters  of  the  Education  Department. 
There  is  surely  a  clear  point  of  equity  in 
Mr.  Quarrier'8  claim  that,  if  it  is  insisted 
that  he  shall  pay  full  legal  rates  upon  his 
buildings,  those  rates  ought  to  bring  with 
them  the  right  to  have  his  children 
properly  educated,  more  especially  as  he 
has  made  such  a  liberal  offer  to  the 
School  Board  in  regard  to  the  premises  he 
has  erected  for  the  purpose  of  educating 
these  children.  I  trust  that,  notwith- 
standing the  remarks  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, the  Education  Department  will  see 
that  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  duty, 
lies  in  the  direction  of  making  adequate 
provision  for  the  children  in  the  orphan 
homes  of  Scotland. 

♦Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Lord  Advocate  to  the  peculiar  position 
of  two  very  ancient  charities  in  the 
Burgh  of  Stirling,  known  as  Cowan's 
Institution  and  Spitals  Hospital.  These 
charities  were  founded  in  the  beginning 
or  middle  of  the  17th  century,  and  their 
object  was  to  enable  the  trustees  to  pro- 
vide for  the  decaying  members  of  an 
institution  in  Stirling.  For  something 
like  two  centuries  these  charities  were 
enabled  to  provide  for  those  require- 
ments, but  in  1882,  when  the  in- 
come of  the  charities  amounted  to 
£1, 400,  the  Charity  Commissioners  Jinter- 
fered  and  deprived  the  charities  of  some 
£700,  giving  that  amount  to  one  of  the 
schools  in  Stirling  for  the  purposes  of 
education.  The  position  in  which  the 
charities  stand  is  a  very  peculiar  and 
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awkward  one,  because  they  have  new 
claims  for  pensions  which  they  ar- 
totally  unable  to  satisfy.  In  far. 
owing  to  the  falling  away  of  tk 
revenues  arising  from  the  action  in  que* 
tion,  a  number  of  persons  who  otherwise 
would  be  provided  for  by  these  charitife 
are  thrown  upon  the  rates.  It  ewes 
to  me  that,  inasmuch  as  Parliamct 
has  provided  considerable  sums  M 
the  purpose  of  supplementing  education, 
this  sum  of  money,  which  has  be* 
diverted  from  its  original  use,  and  giveo 
to  education  at  a  time  when  fund-1 
which  are  now  available  for  edueauocil 
purposes  were  not  available,  might  be  it- 
funded  and  re-applied  to  its  origind 
charitable  purpose.  Now,  of  course,  I 
may  be  told  by  the  Lord  Advocate  tlai 
he  has  no  power  to  dispose  of  the  schees 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Ctotfj 
Commissioners,  but  I  suggest  to  the  rigis 
hon.  Gentleman  that  in  the  forthcotnir* 
Bill  for  secondary  and  technical  edueariu 
a  clause  might  be  inserted  which  wotki 
restore  the  deflected  £700  to  the  charios 
to  which  the  sum  originally  belong* 
Passing  from  that,  I  wish  to  touch  f« 
a  question  which  has  caused  some 
content  in  Scotland ;  I  refer  w 
question  of  the  superannuation  of  t*adnft 
There  is  considerable  discontent  am*? 
the  existing  teachers  of  Scotland  a 
respect  of  the  Superannuation  Act  i 
1898.  I  understand  that  the  great* 
amount  that  any  teacher  can  erpeci  v: 
receive  under  that  Act  is  about  £40  pef 
annum.  It  will  be  admitted  by  hot 
Members  of  the  Committee  that  tb*1 
is  a  very  small  sum  indeed  with  whick 
to  pension  a  man  who  has  spent  his  wbok 
life  in  the  tuition  of  the  young.  Tbt 
discontent  which  the  existing  teachefi 
feel  is  aggravated  by  the  considerate 
that  future  teachers  will  receive  double 
that  amount.  It  might  surely  be  possible 
in  some  manner  or  other  for  the  lai 
Advocate  to  remove  a  great  deal  of  tie 
discontent.  I  think  it  might  be  P080^ 
for  him,  if  he  chose,  to  enable  the  Scbo« 
Board  to  supplement  the  pension  whkl 
these  teachers  ars  promised  under  & 
Superannuation  Act.  That  suggestion  2 
strengthened  by  the  reflection  lb* 
previous  to  the  Act  of  1898  the  Scbw 
Boards  were  enabled  to  pension  their 
teachers.  It  would  not  only  be  genero* 
but  wise  to  remove  that  feeling  of  <h> 
content  which  undoubtedly  exists  amoflj! 
the  teachers  in  the  schools  of  Scotland 
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With  regard  to  the  Minute,  I  do  not 
wish  to  detain  the  House  by  reiterating 
arguments  that  have  been  pressed  on  the 
Lord  Advocate  from  both  sides  of  the 
House.  I  will  only  say,  if  the  minds 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  Scotch 
Department  had  not  been  fully  made  up 
with  regard  to  the  Minute,  they  must  be 
very  much  impressed  by  the  unanimity  of 
the  Committee  upon  this  point. 

♦Mr.  RENSHAW:  I  should  not  have 
intervened  in  this  discussion  had  it  not 
been  for  the  remark  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
as  to  the  facts  with  regard  to  the  rating 
of  this  Home.  Being  a  member  of  the 
County  Council,  I  feel  I  should  not  be 
doing  my  duty  if  I  did  not  state  the 
facts  here  to-day.  For  many  years  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  putting 
up  the  rates  on  this  Home,  and  I  believe 
the  valuation  now  is  very  much  lower 
than  if  it  was  an  ordinary  rateable  pro- 
perty. The  Kilmalcolm  School  Board 
suggests  that  there  is  a  question  as  to 
whether  they  are  liable  with  regard  to 
the  education  of  the  Quarrier  Home 
-hildren.  The  question  is  a  very  simple 
>ne,  and  I  should  just  like  to  remind  the 
Committee  what  that  question  is.  The 
wish  is  an  agricultural  one,  with  a  small 
•aluation,  and  during  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years  villas  have  been  built,  and  a 
>illa  population  has  come  down  to  settle  < 
;here.  Mr.  Quarrier's  Homes  have  been  ' 
Jrected  in  the  parish,  with  1,200  children,  j 
ind  at  the  present  moment  there  is  in  the  1 
course  of  erection  a  Seamen's  Home,  open 
o  all  Scotland,  which  will  hold  200  or  300  j 
*ople.  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  whole 
>f  this  subject  yields  in  rates  £80  per 
mnura  for  educational  purposes ;  yet  it 
» suggested  that,  because  1,400  children 
re  settling  down  in  that  parish,  that  that 
ural  parish  is  to  bear  the  burden  of 
ducating  all  these  children,  who  come 
•rincipally  from  the  great  towns  and 
entres  of  Scotland,  because  the  proposal 
>f  Mr.  Quarrier  would  compel  this  parish 
o  educate  these  children,  and  place 
burden  upon  the  parish  which  is  quite 
ut  of  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the 
arish.  I  believe  that  the  Kilmalcolm 
•chool  Board  is  quite  within  its  right  in 
esisting  this  proposal,  and  I  hope,  if  Mr. 
Juarrier  takes  the  course  suggested  by 
he  Lord  Advocate  and  tries  this  question 
a  a  court  of  law,  that  it  will  be  found 
hat  no  such  responsibility  rests  upon  the 
arish. 


♦Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  I  must  not  be 
supposed  in  any  sense  to  be  now  de- 
fending the  action  of  Mr.  Quarrier  in  the 
matter  of  assessment.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  any  institution,  be  it  educational, 
religious,  charitable,  or  otherwise,  if  it  be 
heritable  property  in  Scotland,  ought  to 
pay  its  rates  along  with  other  heritable 
property  in  the  country.  But  the  point 
raised  under  this  Code  is  a  serious  one 
with  regard  to  these  parish  homes,  having 
regard  to  the  compulsory  character  of 
education  in  Scotland.  As  I  understand 
the  circumstances,  these  children,  from 
whatever  place  they  come,  are  resident  in 
the  parish  of  Kilmalcolm,  and  it  is  per 
fectly  true  it  is  a  great  hardship  to  the 
parish  that  it  should  have  to  educate 
them  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
many  cases  in  Scotland  of  hardship  not 
quite  so  great,  perhaps,  but  of  a  similar 
character.  I  understand  that  the  Educa- 
tion Department  ought  to  compel  the  law 
to  be  obeyed  in  the  sense  that  no  child 
shall  be  allowed  to  escape  compulsory 
education.  If  there  are  financial  diffi- 
culties in  different  parishes,  then  there 
is  a  case  for  the  Department  to  interpose  ; 
and  if  a  Statute  is  required,  that  is  a 
question  which  the  Government  must 
address  itself  to.  The  point  with  regard 
to  this  particular  parish  is  whether  the 
Education  Department  is  to  stand  in  the 
position  of  permitting  what  is  a  temporary 
and  may  beapermanentnegationof  the  com- 
pulsory character  of  education  in  Scotland. 
I  totally  object  to  have  it  stated  in  this 
House  that  it  is  possible  in  a  case  of  this 
kind  to  avoid  that  rigour  which  is  a  most 
wholesome  rigour  of  the  law,  and  which  is 
necessary  to  enable  the  Department  to 
compel  the  education  of  these  children. 

Sir  JOHN  KINLOCH  (Perthshire  E.)  : 
On  behalf  of  Perthshire  I  rise  to  enter 
into  the  protest  which  has  been  made 
against  the  Minute,  and  to  join  in  the 
general  condemnation  brought  against 
the  Minute  of  the  27th  of  April.  The 
secondary  departments  of  our  schools  are 
to  be  excluded  from  participating  in  this 
grant,  and  in  a  county  like  Perthshire 
that  is  a  very  serious  question.  The 
higher  class  schools  in  Perthshire  cannot 
meet  their  difficulties,  and  Perthshire 
is  a  typical  example  of  how  this 
Minute  will  work.  The  Committee 
of  the  County  divide  the  county  into 
eight  divisions,  the  names  of  which  are 
familiar  to  every  one  of  us,  and  the  effect 
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of  that  arrangement  has  been  that  it 
worked  well,  and  each  school  got  its 
share.  Now,  instead  of  that  the  schools 
of  Perthshire  are  snubbed  and  discouraged 
by  the  Minute  ;  but  I  sincerely  hope 
that  even  now,  after  the  Lord  Advocate 
has  seen  the  strong  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  this  question,  it  will  not  be 
too  late,  and  that  the  Education  Depart- 
ment will  still  find  time  to  change  their 
opinion. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  :  I  wish  to 
move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote  in  order  to 
express  my  dissatisfaction  with  the 
Department,  and  expose  the  terrible 
blunders  which  they  have  made.  In 
order  that  the  Committee  may  under- 
stand the  standpoint  from  which  we  view 
it,  I  must  go  back  to  the  year  1887.  Up 
to  that  year  this  Committee  gave  grants  for 
special  purposes,  but  when  the  County 
Council  Act  was  brought  in,  in 
order  that  real  property  might  have 
its  burdens  lifted,  and  personal  pro- 
perty might  bear  its  share,  a  great 
change  was  made.  It  was  proposed  by 
the  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
put  an  end  to  all  grants,  and  that  in  lieu 
thereof  there  should  be  paid  over  a  certain 
proportion  of  probate  duty  and  excise. 
The  local  boards  of  England  and  Scot- 
land got  their  proportions,  both  got  the 
same  ;  Scotland  got  ll-80ths,  and 
England  got  8  per  cent.  The  English 
Poor  Iaw  Grant  paid  all  those 
things  which  used  to  be  paid  by  the 
grant,  and  there  was  a  verv  large  surplus 
in  England.  There  was  also  a  surplus  in 
Scotland.  In  England  that  surplus  was 
used  to  reduce  local  taxation,  which  was 
in  consequence  very  much  reduced.  In 
Scotland  it  was  used  for  the  purpose  of 
free  education.  That  went  on  from  1887 
to  1892.  Then  England  wanted  free  edu- 
cation, and  a  Bill  was  brought  in  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  from 
Imperial  resources,  to  which  England  and 
Scotland  each  paid  their  share,  England 
got  free  education.  Scotland  got  free 
education  and  paid  for  it  herself,  and 
England  got  free  education  from  the 
common  purse.  What  we  ought  to 
have  had  then  was  an  equivalent  grant, 
and  in  1897  the  Government  gave  us 
not  an  equivalent  grant,  but  a  new  grant 
which  they  called  a  similar  grant.  If 
they  had  given  us  an  equivalent  grant  we 
should  have  had  many  more  thousands  of 
pounds,  and  now  we  are  only  getting  that 
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money  back  bit  by  bit.  Now  in  Scotland 
one-seventh  of  our  children  are  in 
Voluntary  schools,  the  other  six-sevenths 
are  in  Board  schools.  In  England  four- 
sevenths  are  in  Voluntary  schools,  and 
only  three-sevenths  are  in  Board  schools. 
The  Government  then  brought  in  a  Bill  to 
give  5s.  a  head  to  every  child  in  the 
Voluntary  schools,  and  they  came  to  the 
I  conclusion  that  the  same  thing  had  to  be 
I  done  for  Scotland,  and  an  arrangement 
1  was  made  with  the  Treasury  under  which 
we  were  again  robbed.  It  was  unfair  to 
give  us  5s.  per  head  for  the  children  in 
our  Voluntary  schools,  because  we  have 
only  one-seventh  of  our  children  in  those 
schools,  and  in  England  there  are  four- 
sevenths.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  they 
did  not  give  us  5s.  a  head,  they  only  gave 
.  us  3s.  All  the  facts  which  the  Lord 
'■  Advocate  has  stated  are  fallacious,  and  his 
,  statements  are  mis-statements,  as  I  shall 
directly  demonstrate.  The  Lord  Advocate 
told  us  that  so  far  as  the  Board 
schools  were  concerned  we  should  benefit, 
that  instead  of  getting  ll-80ths,  vt 
.  should  get  21-80ths,  and  though  we 
were  losing  on  the  Voluntary  schools  n 
should  make  a  great  deal  on  the  Bear/ 
schools.  He  told  us  that  this  scba* 
would  require  £41,200  for  Scotland,  ami 
£154,000  for  England.  The  man  who 
was  responsible  for  giving  the  Lord 
Advocate  that  estimate  was  either  grossly 
ignorant  and  incompetent,  or  he  had  some 
other  thing  in  view,  because  for  England 
we  voted  £200,000,  and  for  Scotland 
£32,000,  so  that  a  gross  under  estimate 
was  made  for  England,  and  a  gross  over- 
estimate for  Scotland.  Then,  two  years 
ago  a  Bill  was  brought  in  by  which 
England  got  a  further  £41,000]  and  its 
claim  has  increased  under  the  Vote  to 
£210,000.  Instead  of  our  getting  a  great 
advantage  under  this  scheme,  the  advan- 
tage is  in  favour  of  England.  We  have 
660,000  children  to  educate,  and  when 
the  Department  brings  in  an  estimate  for 
j  the  money  required  thev  only  estimate 
j  607,000  children.  But  ""these  estimates 
are  only  figments  of  the  imagination  of 
the  persons  who  gave  the  Lord  Advocate 
I  his  brief,  and  I  think  I  have  proved  that 
his  arguments  have  been  demonstrated  to 
be  fallacious,  and  that  we  are  losing 
£76,000  a  year  by  the  transaction. 
•  England  is  receiving  £852,000,  and  if  wr 
were  getting  our  fair  share  of  that  we 
should  receive  £117,000,  and  we  ought 
fairly  to  get  that  sum.    But  according  to 
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the  estimate  of  the  Lord  Advocate  we  i 
only  get  about  £80,000.    What  have  we 
got  this  year  ?    We  are  not  talking  about 
what  we  have  had  in  the  past,  but  about 
the  Estimate  for  the  present  year.  Under  j 
the  Estimate  you  are  voting  to-day  we 
get  £41,000  instead  of  £117,000,  and 
therefore  we  are  losing  £76,000  a  year. 
These  are  startling  facts,  and  I  did  ex- 
pect to  hear  from  the  Lord  Advocate 
some  reason  why  the  Department  had 
committed  this  blunder.    Let  us  come 
now  to  the  question  as  to  how  they  com- 
mitted this  terrible  blunder.    Up  to  the 
year  1897  we  got  our  12s.  per  head,  and 
by  the  change  which  has  been  made, 
instead  of  getting  that  amount,  we  are 
now  only  getting  10s.  per  head.    By  an 
arrangement  with  the  Treasury,  and  by 
misrepresentation  as  to  the  facts,  they  got 
their  Bill  through.     This  arrangement 
was  made,  and  last  year  we  ought  to  have 
got  £26,000  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer   to  make  up  our  12s.  per 
head,  but  we  did  not  get  a  single  penny. 
Sorely  that  £26,000  will  come  to  us 
again.    We  have  demonstrated  that,  as  a 
result  of  this  system,  Scotland  has  been 
defrauded,  and  surely  we  are  going  to 
get  this  sum  or  a  fair  equivalent  if  we 
are  going  to  continue  under  the  present 
system.    Are  we  to  go  on  paying  for  free 
education,   and  is  England  to  go  on 
enjoying  that  great  increase  while  Scot- 
.andforgoes  the  privilege  of  having  free 
jducation.      All    these    estimates  and 
igures  upon   which    the  Government 
nought    forward    this    scheme  have 
)een  proved  to  be  fallacious,  and  we  are 
osing  £76,000  during  the  present  year, 
would  like  to  hear  something  said  on 
►ehalf  of  the  Department  before  I  move 
.  reduction  in  this  Vote. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  May  I  make 
suggestion  to  the  House  1  There  has 
een  raised  an  important  point,  and  per- 
aps  it  is  advisable  that  we  should  have 
general  reply  upon  the  whole  Debate. 

therefore  suggest  that  we  might  now 
ivide  upon  the  Motion  for  a  reduction 
loved  by  the  hon.  Baronet  behind  me, 
id  then  the  general  Debate  could  be 
tsumed.  I  am  sure  we  shall  all  be  very 
lad  indeed  to  hear  a  satisfactory  ex- 
lanation  from  the  Lord  Advocate. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
amlachie)  :  Before  the  question  is  put 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  Lord 


Advocate  intends  to  insist  upon  the 
Department  taking  action  in  this  matter. 
He  has  stated  that  if  anything  was  wrong 
in  the  law  as  regards  rating  it  was  not  his 
duty  tobring  in  a  measure  to  amend  it.  But 
is  it  not  within  the  scope  of  his  lordship,  if 
the  Education  Department  are  in  a 
dilemma,  to  proceed  in  the  matter  ?  If  it  is 
true  that  so  many  children  in  Scotland  are 
absolutely  without  education,  that  is  a 
state  of  things  we  cannot  tolerate,  and 
unless  it  is  made  clear  that  within  a 
certain  time  this  very  difficult  question 
which  is  now  before  the  Education 
Department  will  be  dealt  with  I  shall  be 
disposed  to  vote  with  my  hon.  friend. 

•MR.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  I  stated  dis- 
tinctly that  the  determination  of  the 
Education  Department  would  be  made 
known  to  the  House. 

Mr.  McLEOD  (Sutherland) :  We  have 
been  told  that  this  matter  has  been  going 
on  for  months,  and,  while  it  may  be  proper 
to  take  action  before  the  Court  to  find  out 
what  the  law  is,  we  have  to  deal  now 
with  the  Education  Department.  Now 
that  we  have  got  back  to  this  question,  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  a  very  definite 
and  absolute  assurance  from  the  respon- 
sible Minister  that  within  the  next  few 
days  the  Education  Department  will 
take  such  action  as  will  ensure  that 
these  children  will  be  brought  under 
the  control  of  the  Department, 
because,  however  wrong  Mr.  Quarrier 
may  be,  I  do  not  think  that  this  Com- 
mittee has  got  anything  to  do  with  that. 
The  question  we  are  asked  to  vote  on  is 
as  to  whether  we  will  permit  the  Educa- 
tion Department  to  allow  over  1,000 
children  to  go  without  the  necessary 
education,  and  wo  ought  to  have  a  very 
distinct  assurance  that  a  definite  commu- 
nication will  be  made  within  the  next  few 
.  days,  and  we  should  have  now  some 
indication  of  the  form  of  action  which  the 
Education  Department  propose  to  take. 

•Mr.  WEIR  :  In  reference  to  the  neces- 
sity for  altering  the  law,  surely  if  a  Bill- 
is  necessary  it  is  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  take  the  initiative,  and  not  to 
expect  a  private  Member  to  bring  in  a 
Bill.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  matter 
will  l>e  taken  in  hand  at  once,  for  it  is 
clearly  a  matter  for  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  not  for  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
is  taking  this  matter  up. 
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Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  think  the 
best  course  for  me  to  take  will  be  to  reply 

fenerally  to  the  observations  which  have 
een  made.  I  am  quite  aware  that  the 
principal  topic  which  has  been  dealt  with 
is  the  Minute,  and  quite  a  number  of 


objections  have  been  raised  to  it.  The* 
objections,  in  my  opinion,  have  not  be* 
altogether  consistent,  nor  do  I  think 
some  hon.  Members  have  at  all  considerr 
this  matter  from  the  practical  point 
view  of  the  Government,  and  they 
not  indicated  what  they  would  have  d« 
if  they  had  been  in  office  instead  of 
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I  will  take  first  of  all  the  point  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Border  Burghs. 
What  he  objects  to  is  the  fact  that  the 
Minute  does  not  extend  to  the  higher  de- 
partments of  elementary  schools.  My 
answer  to  that  is  two-fold.  First  of  all 
the  hon.  Member  takes  the  Minute 
entirely  by  itself,  whereas,  I  endeavoured, 
in  the  statement  which  I  made  earlier  in 
the  evening,  to  show  that,  in  our  view, 
the  policy  of  the  Department  in  secondary 
education  should  not  be  taken  as  being 
limited  to  the  Minute  alone,  but  it  must 
be  taken  along  with  the  change  made  in 
the  Code  last  year.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
left  out  of  his  criticism  all  reference  to 
the  higher  grants.  Now  I  would  ask  him 
to  consider  this — Is  it  not  the  case  that  in 
regard  to  a  great  many  schools  of  the 
very  sort  he  wishes  to  favour  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  would  be  pecuniarily 
very  much  better  off  by  coming  under  the 
provisious  of  the  Code,  and  getting  the 
higher  grants  than  they  would  be  if  they 
only  got  their  share  of  the  £35,000  1  So 
that,  viewing  the  matter  for  the  moment 
in  this  sense  as  mere  "  £  s.  d.,"  I  think 
he  will  find  that  there  are  many  schools 
which  are  actually  benefited  by  this 
system,  and  that  they  are  doing  better 
than  if  they  got  their  share  of  the 
£35,000.  The  hon.  Member  has  stated 
that  these  grants  are  subject  to  the 
17s.  6d.  limit,  and  he  is  afraid  that  a 
great  many  schools  will  not  bo  able  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  grant.  I  know 
they  are  subject  to  this  limit,  but  there, 
again,  it  is  just  one  of  those  cases  where 
they  may  be  able  to  get  timely  help  from 
the  county  committees,  because  hon. 
Members  are  aware  that  anything  which 
would  be  paid  by  the  county  committees 
out  of  the  £60,000  would  unquestionably 
be  considered  as  a  contribution  from  a 
local  source.  So  there  is  a  very  easy 
way  of  helping  schools  in  the  higher 
department  under  this  Code  if  they  are 
able  to  get  a  contribution  from  that 
source.  As  regards  the  general  merits  of 
the  proposals,  a  good  many  of  the  observa- 
tions which  have  been  made  are  with  me, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem-  j 
ber  for  Aberdeen  said  frankly  that  he  ! 
thought  there  was  a  great  deal  in  the  ; 
view  of  the  Department.  It  has  been  | 
hinted  by  some  hon.  Members  who  have 
spoken  from  the  opposite  side  that  in 
Aberdeen  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
represents  that  constituency  knows  there 
are  a  particular  class  of  schools  which  are 
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just  the  sort  that  will  be  assisted.    I  do 
think  that  is  treating  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  rather  unkindly,  for  I  think 
his  observations  were  dictated  by  true 
educational  policy,  and  were  not  at  all 
due  to  the  fact  that  there  were  particular 
schools  in  his  constituency  which  might 
be  assisted.    There  is  this  point,  that,  of 
course,  the  Education  Department  have 
already  been  doing  a  good  deal  for  higher 
education  through  the  action  of  the  coun- 
cils, where,  I  think,  hon.  Members  are 
with  me,  although  they  rather  misunder- 
stood my  expression  when  I  said  that  the 
private  secondary  schools  had  been  left 
out  of  the  Code,  and  a  good  many  hon. 
Members  took  that  statement  as  meaning 
that  those  schools  had  nothing  given  to 
them  at  all.    But  I  did  not  say  so.  What 
I  said  was  that  they  had  not  had  the 
amount  of  money  yet  which  would  enable 
them  to  form  themselves  into  private 
educational  centres  which  they  might 
otherwise  be,  and  although   the  hon. 
Member  for  Renfrewshire  had,  with  pride, 
told  us  what  has  been  done  by  the  county 
committees,  I  think  he  must  admit  that 
all   the  county  committees   have  not 
behaved  in  such  a  proper  manner  as 
his  own  county  has  done.    There  are 
various  other  hon.  Members  who  really 
object    to    this    Minute    upon  the 
ground  that  it  cuts  out  the  higher  educa- 
tion of  the  ,  elementary  schools.  But 
there  is  another  class  of  objection.  The 
objection    of    the    hon.    Member  for 
Renfrewshire  is  not,  I  think,  that  the 
Minute  prevents  the  grant  being  spread 
over  these  schools,  but  rather  because 
he  thinks  it  casts  a  very  difficult  and 
invidious  duty  upon  the  county  com- 
mittees.   I  confess,  as  I  have  said  before, 
that  I  cannot  understand  why  the  county 
committees  should  feel  that  they  are  an 
inferior  instrument  or  that  it  is  derogatory 
to  their  usefulness  to  have  thrown  upon 
them  the  consultative  action  which  is  put 
upon  them  by  this  Minute.  But  I  confess 
further  that  my  hon.  friend  left  me  in 
doubt — although  I  listened  to  his  speech 
very  carefully — whether  he  really  wished 
the  whole  of  this  money  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  county  committees  as  they 
stand.    I  rather  think  that  he  did  not, 
because  he  went  on  to  describe  the  general 
state  of  the  provision  made  for  secondary 
education,  and  he  hinted  that  the  only 
way  out  of  the  difficulty  was  by  legisla- 
tion.    Upon  this  subject  he  said  one 
thing  to  which  I  should  like  to  make 
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reference.  He  stated  that  Article  21  of 
the  Code  was  a  recognition  of  this  subject 
as  the  work  of  the  county  committee.  That 
is  scarcely  so,  because  I  think  he  knows 
that  the  Department  have  often  refused 
to  recognise  as  secondary  schools  some  of 
the  schools  to  which  the  county  com- 
mittees have  given  funds.  In  furthering 
the  cause  of  secondary  education  the ; 
Department  desire  to  have  a  higher  • 
standard  of  schools  than  some  of  those  to 
which  the  county  committees  have  given 
their  money.  He  further  declared  that 
bad  use  had  been  made  of  this  money, 
but  in  189.S,  although  the  councils  had 
done  their  duty,  the  principal  offenders 
were  the  burghs.  Here,  again,  he 
thought  the  only  remedy  was  legislation. 
That  was  the  principal  note  of  the 
speeches  to-night.  Member  after  member 
joined  in  saying  that  what  they  really 
wish  for  is  legislation  with  a  view  to  con- 
solidating the  general  system  of  secondary  | 
education  and  bringing  the  funds 
together.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Haddington  indulged  in  some  terrible  ( 
pessimism  with  regard  to  Scottish 
technical  education,  and  one  would 
suppose  he  had  never  heard  of  the 
Heriot-Watt  College  or  what  is  done 
at  it.  He  said  we  were  Philistines  ; 
as  regards  secondary  education,  and  his 
whole  admiration  on  that  matter  at  the  j 
present  moment  seems  directed  to  Wales. 
It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  decry  Wales, 
but,  after  all,  I  do  not  really  think  we 
have  very  much  to  fear  by  comparison  j 
with  Wales.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  j 
secondary  schools  in  Wales  are  little  more 
than  what  we  in  Scotland  would  call 
higher  departments,  and  the  number  of 
pupils  examined  is  comparatively  small  as  j 
compared  with  the  number  of  pupils  who 
get  leaving  certificates  in  Scotland.  I 
understand  even  as  regards  the  Central 
Committee,  over  which  the  hon.  Member 
waxed  so  enthusiastic,  that  there  are  grave 
doubts  as  to  whether  it  should  be  gone  on 
with,  or  whether  its  functions  should  not 
be  handed  over  to  the  Universities. 
The  hon.  Member  was  amongst  those  who 
said  that  legislation  was  a  remedy.  It 
seems  to  me  that  is  really  the  greatest 
justification  that  can  be  urged  for  the 
present  Minute.  I  do  not  think  almost 
anybody — there  may  be  a  few,  perhaps — 
would  say  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  simply  add  this  money  to  the  £60,000, 
and  to  let  it  be  distributed  under  the 
conditions  of  the  old  Minute.    If  we  say 

Mr.  A.  J.  Murray. 


that  the  real  solution  of  this  question 
must  eventually  be  found  in  legislation, 
then  I  think  the  Minute  is  justified, 
because  undoubtedly  we  will  be  in  a 
much  better  position  for  legislation  after 
we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  watching 
the  experience  this  Minute  will  give. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  inquiry  in  the 
sense  of  having  a  Commission  or  a  Com- 
mittee of  experts  to  give  an  opinion. 
There  is,  in  one  sense,  almost  nothing  to 
learn.  What  we  do  want  is  experience  as 
to  how  far  secondary  education  would  be 
practically  possible,  and  what  we  should 
be  able  to  do  for  the  first  time  in  giving 
help  to  real  secondary-  schools.  That  has 
not  been  possible  under  the  action  of  the 
county  committees.  I  have  tried  very 
hard  to  show  that  I  am  not  blaming  these 
county  committees,  but  hon.  Members 
cannot  say  that  their  action  has  had  the 
effect  of  fostering  proper  secondary  educa- 
tion. Under  this  Minute  that  is  possible 
for  the  first  time.  We  will  have  ex- 
perience and  something  more.  We  shall 
have  put  schools  of  this  description  into  a 
state  of  efficiency.  When  we  have  that 
experience  and  when  these  schools  are  in 
an  improved  condition,  as  we  may  fairly 
hope  they  will  be,  then  surely  will  be  the 
time  to  legislate  ;  to  review  the  secondary 
education  system,  and  put  it  on  a  revised 
basis  which  will  preventmoney  being  wasted 
on  curious  forms  of  technical  education, 
such  as  teaching  a  fife  and  drum  band ; 
to  divert  money  from  unremunerative 
channels  and  to  consolidate  the  whole  sys- 
tem. I  think  also  that  this  Party 
would  never  shrink  from  putting  the 
schools  taken  over  under  local  supervision 
in  order  to  obtain  the  advantage  which 
everylxniy  feels  local  supervision  extends. 
Accordingly,  I  certainly  would  be  giving 
a  quite  wrong  impression  if  I  gave  the 
Committee  to  understand  that  there  was 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  go  back  on  the  Minute.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  are  very  far  from  looking 
on  the  Minute  as  a  final  settlement  of  the 
secondary  education  question,  but  we  do 
say  that  with  a  sum  of  money  not  much 
greater  than  £31,000,  it  is  very  much  the 
more  reasonable  thing  to  find  out  the 
proper  secondary  schools,  to  get 
experience,  to  put  the  schools  into  a 
proper  state  of  efficiency,  and  then  to 
consider  the  problem  of  the  general  con- 
solidation of  secondary  education,  which 
is  the  object  of  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.    The  time  left  me  is 
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now  short,  and  I  must  go  as  rapidly  as 
possible  over  some  of  the  various  other 
■questions  raised  in  the  Debate.  First,  as 
to  finance.  The  hon.  Member  for  Caith- 
ness has  often  by  question  and  speech 
brought  this  subject  before  the  House, 
but  I  am  afraid  he  has  never  done  me  the 
honour  to  learn  the  import  of  the  speech 
which  I  made  at  the  time  the  Education 
Act  of  1897  was  passed.  I  am  quite 
aware  that  in  his  view  the  amount  that 
Scotland  got  from  the  Treasury  at  that 
time  was  not  adequate,  in  this  respect,  that 
it  was  not  in  the  proportion  of  1 1  to  80, 
or  the  amount  England  got  for  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Voluntary  schools.  But 
there  were  really  no  such  blunders  or 
false  figures  as  the  hon.  Member  seems  to 
think.  There  was  one  very  gross  under- 
estimate, but  neither  I  nor  any  of  my 
special  advisers  was  responsible.  The 
only  other  question  was  that  of  the 
£36,000. 

Dr.  CLARK :  And  also  that  the  new 
«ystem  in  Scotland  would  require  £41,000, 
and  you  only  put  down  £36,000.  Scotland 
was  as  shamefully  underrated  as  England 
was  overrated. 

♦Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  My  impression 
■of  the  £41,000  is  otherwise.  The  ques- 
tionof  the  £36,000  was  this.  Hon.  Members 
know  that  we  had  been  paying  a  12s. 
capitation  grant,  but  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  Treasury  that  only  a  10s. 
grant  should  be  paid.  It  was,  how- 
ever, very  expedient  that  we  should 
go  on  paying  the  12s.  grant,  and  we 
had  other  sources  of  supply.  We  had 
£40,000  available  under  the  Act 
of  1890  which  would,  of  course,  provide 
the  difference  for  400,000  children,  and 
there  were  also  certain  arrears  which  had 
been  promised  but  not  actually  paid  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  con- 
nection with  various  extra  grants  which 
England  had  received. 

Dr.  CLARK :  The  promise  was  given 
to  me  during  the  Debate  on  the  Bill  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

*Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  Which  promise 
does  the  hon.  Member  mean  1 

Dr.  CLARK:  The  promise  that  we 
should  get  the  difference  between  10s. 
capitation  grant  and  the  eleven-eightieths. 

♦Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  do  not  think 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 


give  a  promise  of  that  description.  He 
promised  in  the  matter  of  arrears  to  give 
the  differei\ce  between  the  10s.  grant 
and  the  eleven-eightieths.  However 
the  money  is  exhausted.  Then  he 
gave  another  promise  in  1897  which 
undoubtedly  was  estimated  to  com© 
to  £26,000.  It  has  not  come  to 
that  sum  yet,  but  it  is  not  now  very  far 
from  it,  and  would,  had  we  not  had  other 
resources,  have  amounted  in  the  Estimates 
for  1899-1 9*00  to  £23,000.  So  far  for 
the  figures,  but  my  point  is  that  when 
you  come  to  the  question  of  education, 
and  where  a  certain  thing  is  done  for 
England,  the  equivalent  grant  does  not 
apply  at  all.  If  it  did  it  would  be 
absurd,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  always  been  firm  in  holding 
that  a' though  there  may  be  other  affairs 
in  which  the  equivalent  grant  might  come 
in  it  should  nut  apply  to  education,  and 
that  each  country  snould  havo  the  same 
educational  advantages.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  if  the  whole  thing  were  taken  to- 
gether, it  would  be  found  that  Scotland 
was  not  badly  off  as  compared  with  Eng- 
land in  the  matter  of  the  Educational 
Grant.  If  any  hon.  Member  will  take  the 
Estimates  for  the  current  year,  and  will 
add  up  the  total  educational  payments  to 
England  and  the  total  to  Scotland,  he 
will  find  that  the  totals  are  in  the  ratio  of 
80  to  11*08,  so  that  as  a  matter  of  fact — 
although  I  do  not  admit  that  the  grant 
to  Scotland  has  anything  to  do  with  it- 
measured  by  this  standard  Scotland  is 
better  off  as  far  as  educational  Imperial 
endowment  is  concerned  by  -08.  So  far 
for  finance.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kilmar- 
nock Burghs  asked  me  a  question  about  the 
allowance  under  the  Act  of  1897.  Well,  I 
am  sorry  I  cannot  give  the  hon.  Member  a 
legal  opinion  of  my  own  at  this  box,  but 
I  can  tell  him  exactly  what  the  views  of 
the  Department  are.  The  Act  of  1897 
proceeded  by  way  of  further  relief 
on  the  Act  of  1872.  Section  67 
of  the  Act  of  1872  stated  that, 
.«  where  in  a  parish  or  borough  a  school 
rate  on  the  rateable  value  shall  be  levied," 
etc.,  and  the  view  of  the  Department  was 
that  there  could  only  be  one  "  rateable 
value."  Accordingly,  if  you  take  the  rate- 
able value  you  must  take  the  owner's  half, 
of  the  rate,  not  because  it  is  the  owner's 
but  because  it  is  the  only  rate  which  in- 
cludes the  whole  rateable  property  in  the 
valuation.  That  is  the  view  which  pre- 
vails in  the  Department.  I  will  propound 
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to  any  hon.  Member,  who  wishes  to  exer- 
cise his  mind  on  it,  a  question.  Suppose 
you  take  the  other  view  and  do  not  take 
the  staple  rate,  but  whatever  happens  to 
be  the  occupier's  rate,  and  add  it  to  the 
owner's  rate,  how  would  that  work  in  a 
classified  parish  where  you  might  have 
four  or  five  occupiers  ? 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  Let  the  occupiers 
make  up  the  half,  whatever  it  may  be. 

♦Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  That  is  no 
answer.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kil- 
marnock Burghs  said :  If  you  want  to 
find  the  real  rate  you  must  add  the 
owner's  rate  to  the  occupier's  rate;  but 
how  can  that  be  done  in  a  classified 
parish  1 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  This  Act  applies 
to  England,  and  in  England  it  is  the 
occupier's  rate  which  is  taken. 

♦Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  In  England 
there  is  no  classification,  and  therefore 
it  does  not  apply  in  the  case  given. 
I  pass  next  to  what  was  said  by  various 
members  alxmt  the  Code.  The  general 
attitude  of  hon.  Members  towards  the 
Code  has  been  extremely  satisfactory, 
and  I  am  sure  the  Department  will  con- 
sider and  bear  in  mind  the  weighty 
remarks  made  as  to  the  particular  duty 
cast,  not  only  upon  inspectors  and  itself,  but 
also  on  the  care  of  selection  it  ought 
to  exercise.  As  to  the  apprehension 
about  the  loss  of  grant,  I  can  only  again 
repeat  the  assurance  which  I  made  earlier 
in  the  Debate,  that  undoubtedly  the  De 
partment  will  do  its  very  best  during  the 
present  year — during  which  payments 
under  this  new  Code  have  to  be  made — 
to  watch  very  narrowly  the  effect  of  the 
new  scales,  and  if  it  can  see  that  the  result 
of  the  scales  as  they  are  would  be  a 
diminution  of  the  general  grant,  then  the 
Department  would  do  its  best  to  make 
some  sort  of  addition,  such  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  other  hon.  Members 
suggested.  Various  other  questions  were 
asked.  The  hon.  Member  for  Partick 
wanted  to  know  what  was  the  use  of 
leaving  certificates  in  the  lower  grades. 
I  understand  that  these  certificates 
are  accepted  as  qualifications  for  various 
posts  without  further  examination.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  found  very  useful 
in  that  way,  and  are  regarded  as  a  recog- 
nised standard.  Then  I  was  pressed, 
especially  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Leith, 

Mr.  A.  G.  Mmrai/. 


to  speak  alxmt  agricultural  education,, 
and  the  hon.  Member  pointed  to  the 
desirability  of  founding  some  sort  of 
central  establishment.  That  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  be  kept  in  mind  with  a 
view  to  future  legislation,  and  to  an 
application  to  the  Treasury  ;  but  I  think 
probably  he  will  agree  with  me  that,  with 
t  ie  money  at  present  at  our  command, 
anything  of  that  sort  would  be  entirely 
beyond  our  power.  An  hon.  Member 
said  that  there  was  no  provision  for 
agricultural  education  on  the  East  coast 
at  all,  especially  in  the  County  of  Perth, 
but  I  would  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  Perthshire  County  Council  have 
contributed  with  others  to  the  now  college 
which  has  been  started  in  the  West  of 
Scotland. 

SIR  JOHN  KINLOCH :  That  is  too 
far  away. 

♦Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  But  it  shows 
that  they  think  it  is  an  institution  which 
their  own  people  can  take  praccical 
advantage  of.  As  to  the  question  of  the 
dismissal  of  teachers,  that  can  only  be 
dealt  with  by  legislation,  and  the  question 
of  8uperanuation  must  l>e  dealt  with  in 
the  same  way.  Although,  no  doubt,  I 
can  quite  understand  teachers  may  have 
a  grievance  in  that  matter,  I  would  remind 
hon.  Meml>er8  that  it  was  debated  on  the 
Education  Bill,  and  that  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  feeling  even  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  that  teachers  should  not  be  given 
a  pension  by  the  School  Boards  as  well  as 
by  the  Treasury.  I  think  I  have  replied, 
as  far  as  the  time  at  my  disposal  would 
permit,  to  the  various  points  which  have 
been  raised,  and  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  kindly  allow  us  to  take  the  Vote. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  reply  cannot  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory  with  regard  to  the  Minute  of 
the  27th  April,  and  I  beg  to  move  the 
reduction  which  stands  in  my  name,  in 
order  to  show  the  unanimity  of  opinion 
in  condemnation  of  it. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  progress  ;  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

Adjourned  at  five  minutes 
after  Twelve  o'clock, 
till  Monday  next. 
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SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bill 
reported  with  Amendments. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table 
the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners  that 
the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied  with : 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL  ' 
ORDERS  (No.  5). 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6). 

HOUSIKG  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (BORROW- 
STOUNNESS). 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES). 

Also  the  Certificates  that  no  further 
Standing  Orders  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  : 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  1). 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW). 

And  also  the  Certificates  that  the  fur- 
ther Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKETS. 

CITY  AND  BRIXTON  RAILWAY. 

LONDON  IMPROVEMENTS. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION. 


SOUTHPORT    AND    LYTHAM  TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
jwith  Amendments. 

NORTH    STAFFORDSHIRE  RAILWAY 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

.  The  Queen's  consent  signified ;  and  Bill 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
Amendments. 

WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

Read  2a,  and  committed. 

CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL.  [Lonls.] 

ABERDEEN  JOINT  PASSENGER 
STATION  BILL.  [Lords.] 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

CARDIFF  RAILWAY  BILL. 

RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Read  3",  with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 

LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 

GODALMING   CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  la  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

I 


I       JONES'S  DIVORCE  BILL.  [Lords.] 

I    Minutes  of  evidence  and  proceedings 
i  before  this  House  on  the  Second  Reading 
LINCOLN   AND   EAST   COAST    RAIL-  i  together  with  the  documents  deposited  in 


WAY  AND  DOCK. 
The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


the  case,  returned  from  the  Commons. 


I  EDUCATION     DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL   ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
UREAT    EASTERN    RAILWAY  (GENE-         (LONDON)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

RAL  POWERS)  BILL.  [Lords.]  House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Thursday 

The  Queen's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bill  J  next, 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 

Amendments.  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 


WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 
VOL.  LXXII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

To  be  read  2°  on  Thursday  next. — 
(The  Lord  Harris.) 
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ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL 

To  be  read  2°  To-morrow.— (The  Earl  of  \ 
Dudley.) 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  j 
(No.  2)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER  BILL. 

i 

AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION  BILL 

EAST  LONDON  WATER  HILL. 
MILTON  CREEK  CONSEKVANCY  BILL. 
GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

GREAT  WESTERN  AND  GREAT 
CENTRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  the  Viscount  Falmouth  ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  3*  (according   to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL,  [l^ords] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Amendments   made :,  Standing 
Committee   negatived :   the    report    of  : 
Amendments  to  be  received  To-morrow,  j 

i 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL  1 
ORDERS)  No.  15)  BILL  [Lords.] 

Read  3°  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  3a  (according  to    order),  and 
passed. 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION       Petition  for  amendment  of  ;  of 

(No  1)  BILL.  [Lords.]  j  Vestry  of  the  Parish  of  St.  George.  Hjs 

Amendments  reported  (according  to  j  over  Square,  London  ;  read,  and  orden-^ 
order),  and  Bill  to  be  read  3°  Tc-morrow.  j  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  in  Scotland,  dated  15th 
June  1899,  amending  the  terms  of  part 
I  graph  5  of  the  Minute  of  27th  April 
i  1899,  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
the  sum  available  for  secondary  or  tech- 
nical (including  agriculture)  education 
under  Section  2,  Sub-section  (4)  of  it 
Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Ait. 
1898. 

ARMY  (MILITARY  WORKS). 
Approximate  estimate  of  expenditure 
for  the  year  1899-1900  under  existing 
loans. 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 
No.  261.     Jamaica.     Animal  Report 
for  1897-98  (for  report  for  1896-97,  s* 
No.  225). 

RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES; 
Return  by  railway  companies  of  i 
United  Kingdom  for  the  six  months 
ing  31st  December  1898. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SER1E> 

No.  2290.  Japan  (Yokohama  and  Pir 
trict). 

No.  2291.    Persia  (Azerbaijan). 
No.  2292.    Africa  (Congo  trade  rt- 
turns). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  orders 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (TREASURY). 
Schedule  containing  a  list  and  par 
ticulars  of  classes  of  Treasury  document1 
which  have  been  deposited  in  the  PuMk 
Record  Office,  but  which  are  not  cot- 
sidered  of  sufficient  public  value  to  ju*ufr 
their  preservation  therein ;  laid  before 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  orden? 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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ANCHORS  AND  CHAIN  CABLES  BILL. 

House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Thursday 
next. 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

To  be  read  2a  on  Friday  the  30th  in- 
stant.   {Th*  Viscount  Knutsford.) 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Lord  WINDSOR  :  My  Lords,  I  under- 
stand that  the  Local  Government  Board 
object  to  several  of  the  clauses  in  this 
Bill,  and  therefore  I  ask  leave  to  postpone 
the  Second  Reading  in  the  hope  tnat  some 
modification  may  be  made  which  will 
remove  these  objections. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  Second  Reading 
read,  and  discharged. 


YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Second  Reading. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

♦Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD  :  My 
Lords,  I  trust  that  it  will  be  only 
necessary  for  me  to  make  a-  very  short 
statement  to  your  Lordships  in  order  to 
obtain  the  acceptance  of  this  Bill.  Its 
object  is  to  keep  children  and  young 
persons  out  of  jail,  and  I  assume  that  to 
every  one  of  your  Lordships  thatobjectwill 
appear  to  bo  commendable.  Amongst 
the  many  incidents  that  have  occurred 
<luring  the  present  reign  probably  there 
are  none  that  can  be  looked  upon  with 
greater  satisfaction  than  the  great  diminu- 
tion which  has  taken  place  in  our  criminal 
classes.  Still,  a  great  deal  remains  to  be 
done.  The  diminishing  power  does  not 
progress  as  quickly  as  could  be  wished, 
principally  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
experienced  at  the  present  time  in  dealing 
with  the  habitual  offender.  He  is  a  very 
difficult  person  to  deal  with  ;  severity 
does  not  appear  to  affect  him,  and 
clemency  seems  to  have  but  little  effect 
upon  him.  The  result  is  that  if  we  are 
to  hope  for  a  continued  proportionate  in- 
crease in  the  diminution  of  our  criminal , 
classes,  we  must  deal  in  some  way  with 
the  class  of  habitual  offenders.  The  only 
way  probably  to  deal  effectually  with 
that  class  is  to  destroy  the  recruiting 
power— to  deal  with  the  class  from  which 


the  habitual  offender  is  recruited,  and  the 
only  way  to  do  that  is  to  seek  the 
fountain  head,  and  to  prevent  the  child  or 
the  youth  becoming  criminal  at  all,  and 
in  this  way  cut  off  the  supply  to  the 
habitual  offender  class.     As  you  are 
aware,  my  Lords,  a  great  deal  has  been 
done  of  late  years    to  diminish  the 
number  of  youthful  offenders,  but,  as  I 
have  said,  a  great  deal  yet  remains  to  be 
done.    Much  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  increased  power  of  education,  the 
prosperity  of  the  working  classes,  the 
greater  sympathy  that  has  been  shown — 
progressively  shown — towards  those  who 
are  poor  and  towards  those  who  are 
criminal,  which  have  tended  to  reduce  the 
number  of  criminal  youthful  offenders. 
Also,  too,  there  has  been  a  progression  of 
humane  feeling  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  to  administer  the  law,  and  there  has 
been  a  tendency  to  deal  with  the  youthful 
j  offender  in  the  most  merciful  manner 
;  allowed  by  law.    The  Legislature  has 
done  something.    In  the  year  1879  my 
noble  friend  Viscount  Cross  introduced 
the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  which  no 
doubt  relieved  the  child  from  the  heavier 
penalties  then  being  imposed.    Later  on 
j  my  right  hon.  friend  Sir  William  Har- 
court  took  the  matter  in  hand  when  at  the 
Home  Office,  and  insisted  that  a  return 
should  be  made  of  the  committal  of  every 
child  to  prison.    Again,  my  noble  ami 
learned  friend  on  tho  Woolsack  has,  by 
two  Acts,  facilitated  the  process  of  admit- 
ting persons  to  bail,  and  in  that  way  has 
done  much  to  keep  both  the  young  and 
those  more  advanced  in  age  out  of  prison. 
But  whilst  all  these  causes  have  reduced 
the  number  of  youthful  offenders  who  are 
committed  to  our  jails,  still  the  number 
stands  at  a  considerably  higher  rate  than 
could  be  wished.    If  it  will  not  weary 
your  Lordships  I  will  quote  a  few  ngures 
to  show  the  rate  at  which  the  decrease  has 
been  taking  placo  during  the  years  from 
1893  to  1897.    In  the  year  1*93  2,924 
young  persons  under  the  age  of  16  were 
committed  to  prison,  and  of  these  150 
were  children  under  the  age  of  12  years. 
In  1897  the  2,924  was  reduced  to  1,630, 
not  much  more    than  half,  whilst  the 
number  of  children  under  12  committed 
to  prison,  instead  of  being  150  in  number, 
were  only  58.    But,  my  Lords,  there  is 
unfortunately  a  cause  which  is  increasing, 
and  may  increase  still  more,  the  number 
of  young  persons  committed  to  prison. 
We  have  been  extending  the  power?  of 
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local  government,  which,  of  course,  give 
local  control,  and  the  control  by 
the  local  authorities  over  different 
localities  has  to  be  enforced  by 
means  of  bye-laws.  In  order  to  en- 
force these  bye-laws  the  magistrates  are 
bound,  first,  to  impose  a  fine,  and,  in  de- 
fault of  the  payment  of  the  fine,  to  send 
the  person  who  has  been  thus  summarily 
dealt  with  to  prison.  Your  Lordships 
will  well  understand  that  many  of  the 
offences  which  result  from  a  breach  of  bye- 
laws  do  not  represent  crime  as  we  under- 
stand the  word.  They  are  venial  breaches 
of  regulations  rather  than  acts  represent- 
ing any  moral  offence.  The  result  is 
somewhat  remarkable,  but,  before  calling 
your  Lordships'  attention  to  those  results, 
I  am  particularly  anxious  to  make  it  clear 
that,  specially  speaking  on  l>ehalf  of  the 
Home  Office  for  the  moment,  there  is  not 
the  slightest  desire  in  anything  I  say  to 
criticise  the  action  of  magistrates  in  ad- 
ministering the  law ;  it  is  really  the 
machinery  of  the  law  that  requires  reme- 
dying. One's  experience  shows  that  what 
may  appear  a  severe  sentence  in  the  first 
instance  is  generally  capable  of  some  ex- 
planation, and  when  the  explanation  is 
given  the  matter  you  are  considering 
bears  a  different  aspect ;  but  I  have  Re- 
turns hereof  the  different  offences  for  which 
children  are  now  sent  to  prison.  Amongst 
them  we  find  playing  football  in  the  high- 
way, throwing  stones  in  the  highway,  ob- 
structing the  highway,  and  gambling  in  the 
highway.  We  have  to  deal  here  with 
children  varying  from  11  to  13  years  of 
age.  The  child  is  fined,  and,  of  necessity, 
not  being  able  to  pay  is  sent  to  prison 
with  hard  labour,  and  bears  the  same 
penalty  for  the  period  as  the  person  who 
has  committed  positive  crime  against  our 
moral  law.  That  surely  is  a  state  of 
things  which  is  scarcely  to  l>e  desired.  I 
have  in  my  mind  the  case  of  a  child  of 
12  who  was  charged  with  begging  and 
fined  16.s.  6c*.  Of  course,  that  beggar 
child  could  not  pay  the  fine,  and  was  sent 
to  prison  for  seven  days  with  hard  labour. 
"What  does  this  punishment  mean  to  a 
child  of  11  or  12?  To  keep  a  child 
in  a  cell  oy  himself,  especially  during 
the  night,  must  create  a  state  of 
terror  which  is  a  cruel  and  frightful 
punishment,  or  if  he  is  callous  and 
cares  tiot,  he  becomes  habituated, 
and  the  prison  ceases  henceforth 
to  have  any  terror  for  him.  I 
think,  however,  the  first  phase — namely, 
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that  of  great  fear — predominates,  and  I 
may  mention  that  some  defendants  who 
were  confined  in  a  jail   near  London 
approached  the  Home  Office  when  they 
were  released  and  complained  that  they 
had  been  unable  to  sleep  at  night  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  noise  caused  by  the 
screaming  of  children  who  were  locked 
up.    The  Home  Secretary  and  those  who 
have  control  of  our  prisons  felt  that  an 
alteration  was  necessary,  and  the  doors 
of  the  cells  in  which  children  are  now 
placed  are  allowed  to  remain  open,  and  the 
children  may  spend  the  night  within  sight 
of  the  warder  instead  of  in  the  dark  celL 
The  Home  Office  have  thought  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  prevent  as  much 
as  possible  youthful  offenders  being  sent 
to  prison.    Of  course,  we  must  not  take 
too  high  a  position  j  if  we  do  we  may 
defeat  the  intention  of  legislation.  The 
;  punishment  of  youthful  offenders  must 
,  be  fixed  with  due  regard  to  the  age  of 
'  the  child,  and  the  law  should  be  enforced 
with  due  regard  to  the  conditions  of  each 
case.    But,  where  we  are  dealing  with 
children  so  young  as  10  years  of  age, 
surely  in  those  cases  there  could  be  a 
mitigation  of  this,   to   them,  terrible 
punishment  of  imprisonment.  It  is  under 
these  circumstances  that  the  Government 
submit  this  Bill  to  your  Lordships.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  is,  as  I  have  said,  to 
,  keep  youthful  offenders  away  from  prison 
life,  and  the  course  that  has  been  taken 
:  has  been  to  invent,   within  reasonable 
1  bounds,  machinery  to  carry  out  this  objeet. 
The  first  section  extends  the  powers  of  the 
i  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  of  1879.  By 
i  that  Act  only  the  offenders  by  the 
I  crimes  mentioned  in  the  schedule  can  be 
dealt  with  summarily,  but  by  this  section 
there  will  be,  in  respect  of  young  persons, 
power  given  to  magistrates  to  deal  with  all 
|  offences,  except  homicide,  summarily,  but. 
of  course,  by  consent  in  the  case  "of  in- 
dictable offences.    It  would  be  an  evil 
example  to  the  child  in  future  life  if  voix 
were  to  say,  "  Commit  whatever  offence 
you  will,  there  will  be  no  punishment." 
But  if  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  he 
carried  into  effect  the  punishment  miwt 
be    inflicted     outside     the  walls  <*" 
a  prison.    The  suggestion  is  that  ti* 
punishment  shall  be  simply  whipping, 
as  distinguished  from  flogging,  and  that  the; 
I  whipping  shall  take  place  upon  a  gradu- 
ated scale,  and  be  of  a  very  mild  character. 
The  maximum,  where  the  child  is  under 
12,  will  be  six  strokes.    The  punishment 
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will  be  administered  in  the  presence  of 
the  parent  or  guardian,  and  certainly  can- 
not be  regarded  as  one  of  a  cruel  character. 
It  will  be  a  domestic  treatment,  and  one 
which  will  not  be  looked  upon  as  being 
associated  with  prison  life.    Section  3 
makes  an  alteration  in  the  same  direction. 
As  your  Lordships  know,  a  child  who  has 
been  convicted  must  not  be  sent  to  an 
Industrial  School,  but  in  this  section  it  is 
proposed  that  the  conviction,  if  it  be  for 
an  offence  so  slight  that  whipping  is  a 
proper  punishment,  shall  not  be  regarded 
as  punishment  so  heavy  as  to  debar  the 
child  from  entering  an  Industrial  School. 
I  will  pass  over  Section  4,  which  is  rather 
controversial,  and  to  which  I  will  allude 
later  on.    Clause  5  carries  out  the  object 
which  my  noble  and  learned  friend  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  in  view  when  he 
endeavoured  to  place  all  prisoners  in  a 
position  where  they  could  be  bailed  in- 
stead of  being  imprisoned.    In  respect  of 
the  young  child  who  cannot  obtain  any 
person  to  become  bail  for  him,  the  magis- 
trate shall  have  power  of  selecting  some 
"  outdoor  "  place   of    detention — some 
suitable  person,  say,  a  married  constable, 
in  whose  home  there  will  be  suitable  pro- 
tection for  the  child — and,  instead  of  send- 
ing him  for  the  seven  days  during  which  he 
may  be  under  remand,  to  prison,  the  child 
shall  be  sent  to  the  custody  of  this  person, 
who  will  be  responsible  for  his  appearance 
when  the  time  of  the  remand  shall  have 
expired.    Although  detained  in  this'  way 
out  of  prison,  there  will  be  nearly  as  much 
certainty  of  the  child  appearing  when  the 
case  come*  on  as  if  he  were  sent  to  prison, 
and  the  child  will  have  been  kept  free 
from  contact    with   prison  life.  Sec- 
tion 6,  in  one  sense,  does  not  belong  to 
the  Government,  but  refers  to  a  matter 
dealt  with  in  a  Bill  introduced  last  week 
by  my  noble  friend  Lord  Leigh.  My 
noble  friend  has  been  the  pioneer  in  this 
matter,  and  has  worked  hard  to  secure  an 
alteration  in  the  law  whereby  children 
shall  not  necessarily  be  sent  to  prison 
before  they  are  sent  to  a  Reformatory 
School.    The  object  of  my  noble  friend 
is  to  make  it  possible  for  a  child,  if  the 
magistrate  thinks  proper,  to  go  direct 
to  a  Reformatory  School  without  being 
brought  into  contamination  with  prison 
life.    That  was  rendered  permissive  in 
the  Act  of  1893,  but  a  Departmental 
Committee  in  1896  accepted  the  view 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  all  along  ad- 
vocated— namely,  that  it  would  be  advis- 
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able  to  make  it  obligatory  upon  magis- 
trates to  send  children  who  are  to  go  to 
Reformatory  Schools  direct  to  those 
schools.  I  am  afraid  that  Clause  4, 
which  throws  an  obligation  upon  parents 
and  guardians  who  had  not  taken  proper 
care  of  their  children,  will  be  somewhat 
controversial,  and  if  any  strong  objection 
is  shown  to  it  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
see  the  Bill  stopped  by  that  clause.  At 
the  same  time,  I  must  say  that  I  believe 
it  is  a  most  beneficial  and  useful  clause, 
inasmuch  as  it  endeavours  to  make  parents 
more  careful  of  their  children  and  take 
greater  care  to  prevent  their  committing 
crime.  I  have  ventured  to  occupy  your 
Lordships'  time  by  referring  to  these 
sections  as  they  have  been  framed.  I  do 
not  labour  them,  for  I  am  certain  that  no 
one  in  this  House  or  elsewhere  can  do 
other  than  approve  of  the  objects  we  have 
in  view,  and  I  certainly  hope  that  the 
manner  in  which  we  have  endeavoured 
to  carry  out  those  objects  will  receive 
the  unanimous  sanction  of  your  Lord- 
ships. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«." 
— (Lord  James  of  Hereford.) 

♦Lord  LEIGH :  My  Lords,  having 
taken  for  many  years  a  deep  interest  in 
the  Reformatory  School  system,  may  I 
be  permitted  to  express  the  very  great 

gleasure  I  feel  at  the  action  of  the 
rovernment  in  introducing  this  Bill,  which 
I  believe  to  be  a  very  useful  one  indeed.  I 
had  the  honour,a  few  days  ago, to  introduce 
a  Bill  into  your  Lordships'  House  deal- 
ing expressly  with  the  sending  of  children 
direct  to  Reformatory  Schools.  This  is 
a  subject  to  which  I  have  paid  con- 
siderable attention  for  the  past  46  years, 
and  whenever  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  it  I  have 
invariably  said  that,  in  my  judgment,  the 
Legislature  had  committed  a  very  great 
mistake  in  not  making  it  compulsory 
upon  magistrates  to  send  children  to 
Reformatory  Schools  direct.  I  now  most 
cordially  thank  the  Government  for  hav- 
ing taken  the  subject  into  their  con- 
sideration, and  for  introducing  this  Bill. 
I  earnestly  trust  that  the  present  session 
will  not  end  without  the  Act  of  1893 
being  amended,  so  that  the  children  may 
go  direct  to  Reformatories  without  coming 
into  contact  with  the  gaol.  I  have  always 
contended  that  the  sending  of  children  to 
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prisons,  preparatory  to  entering  Refor- 
matories, has  a  most  pernicious  effect , 
upon  them  ;  and  I  have  been  informed  by 
superintendents  of  reformatories,  whom 
I  have  consulted  upon  the  subject,  that 
the  hardest  cases  they  have  to  deal  with  , 
are   invariably   those   cases  where   the : 
children  have  Wen  confined  in  gaol.  Inas-  J 
much   as   the  Government  has  in  this 
Bill  dealt  with  the  subject  I  had  at  heart,  i 
I  desire  to  withdraw  my  Bill  in  favour  of  ; 
the  Bill   introduced  by  Her  Majesty's  j 
Government.  i 


♦Lord  NORTON  :  My  Lords,  I  do  not.1 
suppose  any  of  your  Lordships  have  had 
more  to  do  with  reformatories  than  I 
have,  for  I  have  taken  considerable  part 
in  the  administration  of  them  during  the 
past  50  years,  and  I  beg  to  tender  my 
thanks  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  has  introduced  this  Bill  for  the  very 
material  improvements  in  the  exist- 
ing law  which  he  has  proposed.  The 
four  main  improvements  introduced  by 
this  Bill  in  the  existing  law  dealing 
with  youthful  offenders  are  —  firstly, 
the  extension  of  the  power  of  sum- 
mary treatment  of  offenders,  which  I 
think  will  be  found  of  very  great  ad- 
vantage ;  secondly,  the  greater  use  of 
moderate  corporal  punishment  for  boys, 
which  I  regard  in  every  way  preferable 
to  shutting  them-  up  in  a  place  of 
detention ;  thirdly,  the  increase  in  the 
liability  of  parents  for  cost  of  main- 
tenance at  reformatories  and  for  neglect 
of  their  children,  which  neglect  is  the 
cause  of  half  the  child  criminality  of  this 
country  ;  and,  lastly,  in  providing  places 
for  children  to  be  sent  to  when  on  remand 
owing  to  there  being  no  Reformatory 
School  ready  at  the  moment  to  receive 
them.  For  all  these  improvements  in  the 
existing  law  I,  for  one,  am  very  much 
indebted  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy ;  but  there 
is  one  clause,  which  has  been  especially 
referred  to,  to  which  I  should  like  to  call 
attention.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Leigh)  proposes  to  withdraw  his  Bill,  which 
is  adopted  by  the  clause  in  this  Bill  dealing 
with  the  admission  of  children  to  Reforma- 
tory Schools,  but  upon  this  Clause  I  feel 
compelled  to  say  a  few  words.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anything  more  dangerous 
than  the  habit  which  Parliament  is  getting 
into  of  legislating  by  reference  to  other 
Acts,  and  not  explaining  exactly  what  the 
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complete  object  of  a  Bill  is.  This  system 
renders  it  absolutely  impossible  for  any- 
body, without  assistance  of  a  lawyer,  to 
understand  what  such  Bills  mean.  I  must 
say  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  of  your 
Lordships  to  know  what  the  6th  clause 
of  this  Bill  means  as  it  stands.  It  proposes 
to  omit  the  words  "  in  addition  to  "  out  of 
the  Act  of  1893.  No  one  can  tell  whether 
that  would  be  an  advantage  or  not.  I 
think  the  noble  Lord  himself,  on  reflection, 
will  hardly  like  to  be  the  author  of  such 
a  provision,  and  place  upon  the  Statute 
Book  a  clause  which  says  that  child- 
convicts  shall,  not  in  addition  to,  but  in 
lieu  of  punishment,  whatever  their  crime 
may  be,  be  sent  direct  to  a  Reformatory 
School.  This  clause  either  means  entire 
immunity  of  children  from  punishment, 
or  that  Reformatory  Schools  are  to  be 
looked  upon  as  penal  institutions,  and 
that  children  sent  to  them  shall  be 
treated  as  criminals  for  the  whole  of 
their  childhood.  Can  there  be  any- 
thing more  monstrous  or  cruel  to  a 
boy  than  to  stigmatise  him  as  a  criminal 
during  the  whole  of  his  childhood  t  If 
this  is  allowed,  boys  will  be  turned  out 
at  the  end  of  their  detention  without  any 
sense  of  shame,  and  with  a  degrading 
consciousness  that  they  are  criminals. 
This,  of  course,  will  also  act  as  an  im- 
pediment to  their  being  employed  in  any 
industry  which  they  have  been  trained 
to  in  these  schools.  I  cannot  conceive 
anything  more  dangerous  or  more  cruel 
than  such  a  provision  as  this.  I  can 
hardly  suppose  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  has  nimself  really  seen  the  drift  of 
the  sixth  clause  of  this  Bill.  What  he 
desires,  and  what  we  all  desire,  is  that 
children  should  not  be  punished  in  prison. 
We  are  all  agreed  upon  that  point.  To 
shut  up  a  young  child  in  a  solitary  cell 
in  a  prison  is  gross  cruelty,  and  pro- 
duces no  benefit  whatever,  but  the  propo- 
sal of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  goes 
further,  and  suggests  that  for  all  convicts 
under  sixteen  there  should  be  no  punish- 
ment at  all.  Under  this  Bill  parents  who 
neglect  their  children  will  be  punished 
by  having  to  pay  costs  and  a  fine,  and 
to  give  a  security  for  their  future  better 
conduct ;  but  that  the  children  should  be 
sent  to  school  as  their  only  punishment 
is  a  proposal  which  I  cannot  think  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Leigh)  would 
wish  himself.  What  he  wants  is  not  to 
secure  that  in  lieu  of  any  punishment  the 
child  shall  be  sent  to  scWl,  but  that 
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he  shall  not  be  sent  to  prison.  All  desire 
to  see  punishment  of  a  suitable  kind 
adopted,  which,  in  the  case  of  boys,  would 
in  almost  all  instances  be  corporal  punish- 
ment. They  should  afterwards  go  to  a 
Reformatory,  if  no  other  schooling  offers 
itself,  and  the  Reformatory  should  be 
treated  as  a  school,  and  not  as  a  penal 
institution  retaining  criminal  character 
throughout  education.  Indeed,  they 
cannot  in  practice  be  treated  as  penal 
institutions.  They  are  just  the  same  as 
other  schools,  except  that  they  are  made 
so  excessively  agreeable  that  there  is  a 
danger  of  a  premium  being  given  to  bad 
treatment  ot  children  to  qualify  for 
Reformatories.  I  was  asked  by  one 
woman  how  she  could  qualify  her  child 
for  a  Reformatory,  and  1  did  not  like  to 
tell  her  by  throwing  him  into  the  street 
to  pick  pockets.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
our  Reformatories  are  the  very  best 
publicly  supported  schools  we  have  in 
the  country;  they  are  far  better  than 
the  ordinary  National  schools,  for  they 
give  technical  as  well  as  intellectual  in- 
struction. By  treating  them  as  direct 
modes  of  punishment  more  harm  must 
be  done  than  good,  both  to  the  child  and 
to  the  country,  and  I  trust  the  clause  to 
which  I  have  called  attention,  as  well  as 
the  Bill  it  adopts,  will  not  be  allowed 
to  appear  on  the  Statute  Book.  I  hope 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  will  tell  your 
Lordships  that  he  will  alter  the  clause  so 
as  to  achieve  what  I  am  sure  is  his  desire 
as  well  as  mine  that  children  should  have 
proper  punishment  not  in  prison..  If  he 
will  not  do  so,  I  am  certain  the  magistrates 
will  adopt  the  usual  course  of  refusing  to 
act  upon  a  provision  which  is  absolutely 
absurd. 

♦Lord  JAMES  of  HEREFORD :  May 
I  say,  with  regard  to  what  Lord  Leigh 
has  stated  with  reference  to  his  desire  to 
withdraw  his  Bill  in  view  of  the  pro- 
vision in  this  Bill  dealing  with  the  same 
subject,  that  I  hope  he  will  not  withdraw 
his  Bill.  I  hope  my  noble  friend's 
measure,  which  is  a  one-clause  Bill,  will 
receive  the  assent  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  his 
Bill  as  well  as  this  Bill  progressing.  If 
the  noble  Lord's  Bill  passes,  then  the  6th 
clause  of  this  Bill  can  be  struck  out.  It 
is  a  well-known  axiom  that  if  you  wish  to 
secure  your  game  two  guns  are  better 
than  one.  The  proposal  contained  in  the 
6th  clause  will  be  discussed  at  length  in 


the  Standing  Committee  to-morrow  on 
the  Bill  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite.  I 
will,  however,  consult  the  Home  Office  on 
the  subject,  and  after  hearing,  as  I  have 
no  doubt  I  shall,  the  matter  discussed  in 
the  Standing  Committee  by  my  noble 
friends  I  will  state  the  view  taken  by  the 
Home  Office. 

♦Lord  LEIGH  :  My  Lords,  if  it  is  the 
wish  of  the  House  and  of  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
that  my  Bill  should  continue  I  will  do  my 
best  to  push  it  forward.  My  only  desire 
is  to  see  the  clause  which  embodies  the 
object  I  have  at  heart  passed  into  law, 
and  I  trust  that  this  desire  will  be 
realised. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2°  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  the  27th  instant. 


BILL  INTRODUCED. 

LIGHT  LOAD  LINE  BILL.  [Lords.] 
A  Bill  to  supplement  the  law  relating 
to  load  lines  on  merchant  ships  was 
presented  by  the  Lord  Muskerry;  read  la ; 
to  bo  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2<*  on  Mon- 
day the  26th  instant.    (No.  127.) 


QVESTIONS. 

THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY: 
I  desire  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
whether  they  will  give  effect  to  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations  of  the  Select 
Commit.tee  of  1836,  and  of  the  Royal 
Commission  of  1863  with  respect  to  the 
Royal  Academy 

1.  That  the  Academy  should  rest  on  a 

wider  and  more  liberal  basis,  and  be 
viewed  as  a  national  institution,  and 
that  it  should  have  a  Charter  in 
lieu  of  the  Instrument  of  1768.  (1836 
and  1863) : 

2.  That  an  annual  report  should  be  pub- 

lished of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Academy,  with  a  statement  of  ita 
income  and  expenditure,  duly 
audited.     (1863)  : 
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3.  That  all  voting  for  Royal  Academi- 

cians or  Associates  should  be  open. 
(1863) : 

4.  That  the  Academicians  and  Associates 

now  existing  should  send  four  works 
as  of  right,  and  never  more,  and  that 
Associates  henceforth  elected  should 
send  no  work  as  of  right,  and  never 
more  than  four.    (1863) : 

•5.  That  the  charge  for  admission  should 
be  one  shilling  as  heretofore,  but  on 
Mondays  it  might  be  raised  to  a 
higher  sum,  and  that  the  Exhibition 
should  be  wholly  free  on  Saturdays. 
(1836  and  1863)  : 

6.  That  the  system  of  teaching  hitherto 

followed  is  not  satisfactory.   (1863) : 

7.  The  system  of  teaching  which  prevails 

in  France  seems  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. (1863): 

8.  - That  the  annual  balance-sheet  of  the 

accounts  of  the  Academy  should 
be  printed  and  submitted  along  with 
the  annual  report  to  the  General 
Assembly.    (1863) : 

And  to  call  the  attention  to  the  House  to 
the  repudiation  by  the  Royal  Academy 
of  their  responsibility  as  bailees  for 
damage  to  works  confided  to  their 
custody  :  also  to  the  sixty  thousand 
pounds  of  the  Chantrey  fiequest,  of 
which  the  Chantrey  Trustees  give  no 
account. 

My  Lords,  the  eight  recommendations 
contained  in  this  notice  are  all  taken  from 
the  Reports  of  the  Royal  Commission  of 
1863,  and  the  recommendations  which 
have  the  date  1836  upon  them  are  those 
which  were  also  recommended  by  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Your  Lordships  may  naturally 
have  wondered  why  these  recommenda- 
tions were  not  attended  to.  I  think  the 
probable  explanation  is  that  in  1836  Lord 
Melbourne  was  Prime  Minister,  and  his 
maxim  was  to  let  things  alone,  and 
that  in  1863  Lord  Palmerston  was  Prime 
Minister,  and  he  was  then  80  years  of 
age.  This  explanation  is  strengthened 
by  the  similar  neglect  of  two  other 
Parliamentary  recommendations  of  about 
the  same  dates,  1837  and  1862,  with 
respect  to  first  fruits  paid  by  poor 
benefices.  The  noble  Marquess  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  may  ask  me  why  I  ex- 
pect him  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  these  past  and  gone  Commissions. 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley. 


There  are  several  reasons.  In  the  first 
place,  the  subject  has  been  refreshed  and 
revived  by  the  recently  published  book 
by  Mr.  Laidlay,  which  the  Royal 
Academy  has  not  attempted  to  answer  or 
contradict  in  any  way ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  discontent  of  the  artists  and  general 
pnblic  has  now  reached  mid-winter.  There 
is  also  the  noble  Marquess's  own  argument 
of  continuity  of  Government,  since  there 
has  been  nothing  to  break  it  since  1863. 
The  first  recommendation  was  that  the 
Academv  should  rest  on  a  wider  and 
more  liberal  basis,  and  be  viewed  as  a 
national  institution,  and  thatitshould  have 
a  charter  in  lieu  of  the  instrument  of 
1768.  I  will  ask  your  Lordship  to  ob- 
serve that  this  was  recommended  by  the 
Select  Committee  in  1836,  and  by  the 
Royal  Commission  in  1863.  This  recom- 
mendation does  not  require  any  answer 
:  from  the  noble  Marquess,  because,  suppos- 
I  ing  he  is  in  favour  of  reform,  it  would  be 
!  a  matter  for  negotiation  with  the  Royal 
Academy  as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
a  new  charter  should  be  given.  The 
same  observation  applies  to  Recom- 
mendation 8.  The  General  Assembly 
is  not  a  general  assembly  of  Royal 
artists,  but  only  of  members  of  the 
Royal  Academy.  The  junior  members 
of  the  Royal  Academy  have  very  little 
voice.  In  any  new  charter  it  would 
be  necessary  that  these  matters  should  be 
remedied,  and  the  present  tyranny  re- 
moved. The  second  recommendation  is 
that  an  annual  report  should  be  published 
of  .the  proceedings  of  the  Academy,  with 
a  statement  of  its  income  and  expenditure 
duly  audited.  At  present  the  Academy 
play  fast  and  loose,  sometimes  claiming  to 
be  a  public  institution,  and  at  other  times 
a  private  institution,  and  they  also  claim 
a  right  to  deal  with  their  own  funds  as 
they  like.  The  result  is  that  nobody 
knows  how  the  funds  are  applied,  or  where 
they  go.  The  third  recommendation  is 
that  all  voting  for  Royal  Academicians  or 
Associates  should  be  open.  That  is  very 
j  necessary,  for  at  the  present  nobody  knows 
I  why  they  are  appointed.  A  great  number 
are  appointed  chiefly  because  they  have 
called  for  reform  ;  it  is  known  that  once 
inside  the  Academy  they  cease  all  their 
further  arguments  in  favour  of  improve- 
ments in  administration.  The  fourth  re- 
commendation is  that  the  Academicians 
and  Associates  now  existing  should  send 
four  works  as  of  right,  and  never  more, 
and  that  Associates  henceforth  elected 
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should  send  no  work  as  of  right,  and  never 
more  than  four.  I  have  put  in  these  re- 
commendations exactly  as  they  stand  in 
the  report,  but  the  general  opinion  now  is 
that  the  Academicians  should  be  limited  to 
still  fewer  works,  but  that  at  any  rate  they 
should  pass  a  competent  jury  and  not  send 
in  pictures  which  are  really  of  no  value. 
I  remember  a  picture  entitled  "  The  Flight 
into  Egypt,"  in  the  centre  of  which  was 
a  picture  of  the  Holy  Family.  This  occu- 
pied the  whole  side  of  the  room,  and  the 
chief  impression  produced  upon  my 
mind  was  the  greediness  of  this  Acade- 
mician in  taking  up  so  much  space  at  the 
expense  of  others.  The  great  complaint 
made  by  the  public  and  the  artists  is 
that  favouritism  is  displayed  in  the 
admission  and  rejection  of  pictures.  Even 
supposing  there  was  no  favouritism,  the 
enormous  number  sent  in  render  it 
-absolutely  impossible  for  any  jury  to 
devote  the  necessary  time  to  them.  There 
Are  too  many  pictures  sent  jn,  and  in  this 
case,  as  Seneca  said  of  the  Alexandrian 
library  burned  by  Julius  Ctesar,  excess  is 
everywhere  prejudicial.  The  fifth  recom- 
mendation is  that  the  charge  for  admission 
be  raised  to  a  higher  sum,  and  that  the  ex- 
hibition should  be  wholly  free  on  Saturdays. 
Your  Lordships  will  observe  that  this  re- 
commendation was  made  in  1836,  at  a 
time  when  there  was  no  attempt  at  vote- 
catching  or  much  care  for  popular  amuse- 
ment, and  that  the  recommendation  was 
made  with  the  idea  that  it  would  benefit 
the  people  of  this  country  by  instilling 
a  love  for  art.  There  would  be  no 
loss  to  the  Academy  by  allowing  the 
exhibition  to  be  wholly  free  on 
Saturdays,  for  they  could  charge  2s.  on 
Mondays.  This  particular  recommenda- 
tion has  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention 
out  of  doors,  and  many  newspapers  have 
strongly  supported  it.  The  sixth  recom- 
mendation says  that  the  system  of  teaching 
hitherto  followed  is  not  satisfactory,  and 
the  following  recommendation  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  system  of  teaching  which 
prevails  in  France  seems  well  worthy  of 
•consideration.  The  present  system  of 
teaching  is  very  bad.  The  teacher  is 
changed  every  month,  the  result  being 
that  you  have  a  landscape  painter  recom- 
mending almost  exclusive  attention  to 
colour  one  day,  and  another  painter  recom- 
mending exactly  opposite  the  next  day.  I 
agree  that  the  system  of  teaching  which 
prevails  in  France  is  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. This  is  evident  by  the  number 


of  British  students  who  go  to  France. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  United  States 
market  for  pictures  is  lost  to  this  country 
because  Americans  who  go  to  Paris  find 
the  studios  full  of  English  students,  and 
naturally  conclude  that  if  the  Academy 
teaching  is  bad,  English  art  must  be  bad 
also.  This  is  a  question  for  the  Board  of 
Trade  :  from  accounts  of  duty  on  pictures 
imported  into  the  United  States,  f\ir- 
nished  by  the  U.S.  Consul  in  Paris,  for 
the  years  1889-90, 1890-91,  and  1891-92, 
the  average  sum  of  £1,600,000  was 
;  spent  in  each  of  those  years  in  Paris 
by  United  States  citizens.  I  now  have 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
i  the  repudiation  by  the  Royal  Academy  of 
!  their  responsibility  as  bailee  for  damage 
to  works  confided  to  their  custody ;  and 
also  to  the  £60,000  of  the  Chantrey 
Bequest,  of  which  the  Chantrey  Trustees 
give  no  account.  The  action  of  the 
Royal  Academy  in  repudiating  responsi- 
bility as  bailees  is  against  the  common 
law,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  Galle  ries  have 
both  repeatedly  paid  for  damages.  At  the 
present  time  I  have  been  informed  of  a 
poor  man  having  been  offered  £2  10s. 
by  the  Academy  for  damage  done  to  his 
picture.  The  Liverpool  Academy  admits 
pictures  protected  by  glass,  but  this  the 
Royal  Academy  refuses  to  sanction.  Per- 
haps the  bringing  of  the  question  before 
your  Lordships'  notice  may  have  the 
effect  of  shaming  the  Academy  into  action. 
As  Mr.  Laidlay  has  said  in  his  book, 
the  Academy  can  reform  itself  from 
within,  and  do  so  much  better  than  out- 
siders can  do,  but  pressure  is  required  if 
anything  is  to  be  done.  With  regard  to 
the  £60,000  of  the  Chantrey  Bequest, 
Mr.  Charles  Kains-Jackson  has  written 
a  letter  in  the  April  number  of  a  maga- 
zine called  The  frindmill,  quoting  from 
Mr.  Cook's  Handbook  to  the  Tate 
Gallery,  to  say  that  Chantrey  left 
£150,000  to  the  Academy  subject  to  a 
life  interest  to  his  wife,  and  that  the 
Academy  devote  the  interest  on  £90,000 
to  buying  pictures  ;  but  what  has  become 
of  the  remaining  £60,000.  Mr.  Kains- 
Jackson  also  points  out  that  the  Chantrey 
Trustees  pay  more  than  the  market  value 
for  the  pictures  they  buy.  It  would  be 
better  if  the  Charity  Commissioners 
paid  some  attention  to  this  matter, 
instead  of  depriving  small  parishes  of 
endowments  in  order  to  devote  the 
money  to  secondary  educati 
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i\pble  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Govern-  j 
raent  made  a  speech  at  the  last  Academy  ; 
banquet,  and  1  need  not  repeat  to  him  i 
his  own  speech.  But  I  should  like  to  ask 
him,  if  I  may,  whether,  when  he  spoke  of 
Commissions  on  the  right  and  Commissions 
on  the  left,  this  was  merely  a  reminis- 
cence of  Tennyson "s  "  Balaclava  Charge," 
and  referred  to  future  Commissions,  or 
whether  he  was  aware  that  the  Royal 
Academy  was  already  flanked  by  two 
Commissions.  My  first  impression  of  his 
speech  was  that  he  had  heard  there  was 
to  be  an  attempt  to  reform  the  Royal 
Academy,  and  his  speech  was  a  warning. 
I  am  certain  the  noble  Marquess  would 
not  wish  to  imitate  Lord  Beaconsfield  in 
being  a  Sphinx  and  a  man  of  mystery, 
but  his  speech  certainly  had  a  mis- 
leading effect.  This  is  shown  by  the 
remarks  of  the  Morning  Post  next  day. 
That  journal  said : 

"  Nobody  is  more  given  to  telling  the  truth 
in  the  guise  of  a  jest  than  Lord  Salisbury. 
.  .  .  Lord  Salisbury  foreshadowed  a  time 
when  the  Academy  might  have  to  be  managed 
by  the  Government ;  and,  though  he  confessed 
that  he  did  not  think  it  would  then  be 
managed  particularly  well,  we  are  not  at  all 
certain  that  he  did  not  foretell  the  thing 
which  is  bound  to  happen  sooner  or  later. 
The  Royal  Academy  really  is  a  Government 
Department  in  all  but  name.  It  cannot  make 
a  jwiinter,  but  it  can  secure  the  prosperity  of 
any  tradesman  who  has  learned  the  rules  of 
drawing,  and  can  u»e  a  brush  to  put  colour  on 
canvas.  The  man  who  is  scorned  by  this  body 
is  scorned  by  the  vast  majority  of  the  picture- 
buying  public.  .  .  .  The  business  of  the 
Academy  would  prol*ably  not  be  well  done  if 
it  became  a  Government  Department,  but 
half-a-dozen  Civil  Service  clerks  would  intro- 
duce improvements.  Through  mere  laziness 
they  would  put  some  limit  to  the  number  of 
canvases  that  may  Imj  sent  in,  and,  believing 
in  their  ignorance  that  pictures  are  exhibited 
in  order  that  they  may  be  seen,  they  would 
arrange  the  galleries  as  almost  all  galleries, 
save  tnose  of  the  Academy,  are  arranged." 

I  begin  to  have  doubts  as  to  whether  the 
noble  Marquess  does  not  wish  to  shelter 
himself  under  the  vis  inertia  of  Lord  Mel- 
bourne and  Lord  Palmerston.  If  that  is 
not  so,  there  is  a  very  simple  way  for  the 
noble  Marquess  to  take  action.  He  need  not 
even  write  aletter  to  the  Royal  Academy.  It 
would  be  quite  sufficient  if  he  were  now  to 
say  that,  until  the  Academy  reformed  itself, 
he  and  his  colleagues  would  not  accept  the 
next  invitation  to  the  Academy  banquet. 
This  would,  of  course,  be  a  self-denying 
ordinance,  not  for  the  loss  of  the  dinner, 
but  for  the  loss  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  opportunity,  if  I  may  say 
so,  of  blowing  its  own  trumpet.  The 

Tjord  Stanley  of  Alderley. 


Members  of  the  Government  have  two 
opportunities  during  the  year  of  doing 
this — the  Lord  Mayor's  banquet  and  the 
Royal  Academy  banquet.  But  if  the  noble 
Marquess  and  his  colleagues  would  take  the 
step  I  have  suggested,  they  would  escape 
the  danger  they  now  incur  of  being  charged 
with  insincerity  in  the  matter.  In  the 
spring  the  papers  referred  to  what  Lord 
Beaconsfield  said  at  the  Academy.  In  his 
speech  to  the  Academicians  he  praised  the 
paintings  he  saw  about  him  for  their  im- 
agination, but  immediately  afterwards  he 
said  to  Mr.  Browning  they  showed  no 
imagination  whatever.  This  story  shows 
the  danger  of  the  insincerity  to  which 
the  Academy  banquet  exposes  a  Minister. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  except  to 
make  a  formal  motion  for  Papers,  in  case 
I  wish  to  reply. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY  of    STATE   for  FOREIGN' 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  My  Lords,  I  will  try  to  give  some 
sort  of  answer  to  the  question  which  my 
noble  friend  has  put  on  the  Paper.  He  ha* 
as  usual,  surrounded  the  question  with* 
graceful  haze  of  irrelevant  matter  upon 
which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  toutk. 
I  think,  if  we  once  attempt  an  inquiry  » 
to  what  any  newspaper  says  in  this  or  that 
leading  article,  we  snail  have  a  great  uum- 
ber  of  subjects  for  useless  debate.   I  think 
that  the  ground  fallacy  of  my  noble  friend's 
speech  is  the  impression  which  he  appears 
to  entertain  that  the  Report  of  a  Commis- 
sion must  always  be  attended  to,  and 
that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  its  Report  always 
is  attended  to.    That  is  not  my  expe- 
rience of  public  life.    I  have  witnessed 
the  appointment  of  a  great  number  of 
Commissions,  but  my  impression  is  that  a 
very  small  percentage  have  received  any 
notice  from  legislators  or  from  Parlia- 
ment.   My  noble  friend  is  a  man  of  very 
great  industry,  and  if  he  will  devote 
himself  to  ascertaining  how  many  Com- 
missions during  the  last  60  years  hare 
reported,  and  how  many  of  those  Reports 
have  given  grounds  for  any  action,  he  will 
furnish  a  very  important  contribution  to 
the  history  of  his  time.    I  think  I  know 
several  Commissions  now  pending  that 
have  not  the  slightest  probability  of  any 
action  being  taken  upon  them.   But  my 
noble  friend  appears  to  look  forward  to  * 
period,  which  Lord  Wemyss  glanced  at 
'  on  a  previous  occasion,  when  the  Govern- 
ment should  undertake  the  management 
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of  the  Royal  Academy.  I  confess  that  I 
think  this  undertaking  is  reserved  for 
bolder  hands  than  mine.  I  hope  that  if 
there  is  to  be  an  artistic  Party  in  Parlia- 
ment, which  will  prescribe  for  the  various 
artistic  bodies  what  they  ought  to  do, 
they  will  organise  themselves  in  some 
such  way  that  all  their  recommendations 
may  have  a  unanimous  tendency.  I  am 
afraid  my  noble  friend  and  Lord  Wemyss 
are  still  far  apart  in  the  remedies  they 
recommend  for  the  consideration  of  Par- 
liament. But  the  practical  point  is — 
Are  the  Government  going  to  introduce 
any  measure  this  session  to  alter  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Royal  Academy  ?  I  have 
had  the  privilege  to  hear  the  exposition  of 
the  state  of  public  business  which  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons  has  to-day  made  before  that 
body.  I  think  that  when  my  noble 
friend  comes  to  read  it  he  will  agree  with 
me  that  the  task  of  introducing  any  such 
thorny  and  difficult  subject  as  the  reform 
of  our  artistic  institutions  is  not  likely  to 
be  undertaken  in  the  two  months  which 
yet  remain  of  the  session.  There  is  no 
subject  which  produces  such  a  healthy 
difference  of  opinion  as  questions  which 
relate  to  art,  and,  consequently,  there  is 
no  subject  which  is  likely  to  make  so 

f eat  a  demand  on  the  time  of  Parliament, 
certainly  should  think  it  very  imprudent 
of  any  Minister  to  undertake  such  a  task, 
unless  he  were  driven  by  very  much  greater 
evils  and  defects .  than  it  is  possible  to 
show  in  the  present  management  of  the 
Royal  Academy.  On  the  whole,  the 
results  appear  to  me  to  be  quite  as  go<xl 
as  they  are  likely  to  be  by  introducing  the 
Civil  Service  element  into  the  management 
of  the  Royal  Academy,  and  I  doubt  whether 
any  large  addition  of  politicians  to  the 
governing  body  of  our  great  art  institution 
will  add  much  to  the  value  and  beauty  of 
its  work. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY  : 
My  Lords,  on  the  whole  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  answer  given  by  the  noble 
Marquess,  because  he  indicates  that  at 
some  future  time  something  will  be  done. 
I  shall  find  the  observations  of  the  noble 
Marquess  with  regard  to  Royal  Commis- 
sions very  useful  in  dealing  with  another 
matter  I  intend  to  call  your  Lordships' 
attention  to,  and  of  which  I  have  given 
notice. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
before  Six  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 
half  past  Ten  o'clock, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  19/A  June  1899. 


NEW  WRIT. 
New  Writ  for  the  County  of  York,. 
West  Riding  (Osgoldcross  Division),  in 
the  room  of  Sir  John  Austin,  Baronet 
(Chiltern  Hundreds).  —  {Mr.  William 
AP  Arthur.) 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS.  [Lords.] 
(Standing  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  complied  with.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are- 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. — 

BUENOS  AYRES  AND  PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAY COMPANY  BILL.  [Lords.] 

TRANSVAAL  MORTGAGE,  LOAN,  AND 
FINANCE  COMPANY  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 

second  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS.  [Lords.] 

(No  Standing  Orders  applicable.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are 
applicable,  viz. — 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Ordered,   That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 
(Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading   thereof  ^Standing. 
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Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz. — 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 

PRIVATE  BILL.  [Lords.] 
(Standing  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  not  complied  with.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  not  been  complied 
with,  viz. — 

BIRMINGHAM,     NORTH  WARWICK- 
SHIRE, AND  STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
RAILWAY   BILL.  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
'Orders. 


HASTINGS  AND  ST.   LEONARDS  GAB 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

WALKER    AND    WALLSEND  UNION 
GAS  (ELECTRIC  LIGHTING)  BILL 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Amendments 
j  made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

I 

|  ALL  SAINTS  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL. 
I  [Lords.] 

To  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thurs- 
day. 

GREAT    GRIMSBY    STREET  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL.  [Lords.] 

LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL 
[Lords.] 

MERSEY    DOCKS     AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (PILOTAGE)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

MILLWALL  DOCK  BILL. 


LONDON,    BRIGHTON,    AND    SOUTH  I 
COAST  RAILWAY  (PENSIONS)  BILL.  1 

LISBURN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  I 
BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and  I 
agreed  to. 

FRIENDS'   PROVIDENT  INSTITUTION 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
an  Amendment. 

LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 

(Queen's  consent  signified.)  Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

SKIPTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

GODALMING   CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MID-KENT  GAS  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

ABERDEEN   CORPORATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


NORTH-EASTERN  AND  HULL  AND 
BARNSLEY  RAILWAYS  (JOINT 
DOCK)  BILL.  [Lords.] 


NORTH-EASTERN    RAILWAY  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ST.  NEOTS  WATER  BILL.   [Lords.]  (By 
Order.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  on  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Bill,  in  the  Session  of 
of  1887,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  London  County  Council  (General 
Powers)  (recommitted)  Bill. — (Dr.  Far- 
quharson.) 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  18)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  19)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (Ireland)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  16)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

HARROW  AND  UXBRIDGE  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

BRISTOL  GAS  BILL  [Lords.] 
Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM   THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to— 

Amendments  to 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
The  Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act, 
1870,  relating  to  Alton  (Hants)  Gas,  Bed- 
worth  Gas,  Elstree  and  Boreham  Wood 
Gas,  Limavady  Gas,  and  Wellingborough 
Gas:"  [Gas  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1) 
Bill.  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  con- 
firm certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  The  Gas  and 
Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870,  relat- 
ing to  Burnham  and  District  Water, 
Harpenden  Water,  Maidstone  Water, 
Stourbridge  Water,  and  Tilehurst,  Pang- 
bourne,  and  District  Water."  [Water 
Orders  Confirmation  Bill.  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  con- 
firm certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  The  Gas  and 
Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870,  relat- 
ing to  Heme  Bay  Gas,  Hoylake  and  West 
Kirby  Gas  and  Water,  Tonbridge  Gas, 
and  York  Town  and  Blackwater  Gas." 
[Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation 
Bill.  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for 
conferring  powers  upon  the  trustees  of  the 
will  of  the  late  James  Hood  Brooke  to 


acquire  Gwyn's  Grounds,  Londonderry,, 
and  lay  out  the  same  as  a  public  park ; 
and  for  other  purposes."  [Brooke's  Park 
(Londonderry)  Bill.  [Lords.] 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  1) 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time ;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  239.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 
[Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  240.] 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIR- 
MATION BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills' 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  241.] 

BROOKE'S  PARK  (LONDONDERRY) 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 

CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
Petition  from  Nottingham,  in  favour  -r 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Nottingham,  in  favour  -r 

to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Petitions,  in  favour :  From  Wick  and 
Brechin  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND)- 
ACT,  1845. 

Petition  from  Bothwell,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

'  PRIVATE   LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions,   in  favour:  From  Brechin, 

Astruther,  Easter,  and  Crail ;  to  lie  upon 

,  the  Table. 

'  SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL 

Petitions  in  favour :    From  Walton, 

Glastonbury,    Street,    Parbrook,  Aller, 

Long  Sutton,  and  Preston  (three) ;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table. 
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TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Selkirk,  in  favour  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
•Consular  Keports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2290  to  2292  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL*. 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  No.  261 
•(Jamaica,  Annual  Report  for  1897-8)  [by 
•Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Return  by  Rail- 
way Companies  of  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  six  months  ending  the  31st 
December  1898  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 
Copy  presented, — of  Returns  relating 
to  the  Council  up  to  31st  March,  1899, 
with  Estimate  of  Expenditure  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March  1900  [by  Act]  j ! 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  233.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887. 
Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute, 
•dated  8th  June  1899,  granting  to  Mr.  . 
Alfred  Edgar  Clay,  Second  Division  Clerk  , 
in  the  Money  Order  Office,  General  Post  j 
Office,  a  Retired  Allowance  under  the  Act 
{by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,—  of  Minute  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  of  Education  in 
Scotland,  dated  15th  June,  1899,  amend- 
ing the  terms  of  Paragraph  5  of  the 
Minute  of  27th  April,  1899,  providing  for 
the  distribution  of  the  sum  available  for 
Secondary  or  Technical  (including  Agri- 
cultural) Education,  under  Section  2,  Sub- 
section (4),  of  The  Local  Taxation 
Account  (Scotland)  Act,  1898  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY   (MILITARY  WORKS). 
Copy     presented, — of  Approximate 
Estimate  of  Expenditure  for  the  year 
1899-1900  under   existing    Loans  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  House — 

PUBLIC   RECORDS  (TREASURY). 
Copy  of  Schedule  of  Documents  (of  the 
Treasury)  which  are  not  considered  of 
sufficient  public  value  to  justify  their 

fireservation  in  the  Public  Record  Office 
by  Act]. 

ARMY   RIFLE  RANGES. 

Address  for  "  Return  of  the  Rifle  Ran- 
ges which  have  been  closed  to  the  firing 
of  full-charge  ammunition  since  the  issue 
of  the  Lee-Metford  rifle,  and  of  new 
ranges  approved  during  the  same  period." 
— (Mr.  Frederick  Wilson.) 


QUESTIONS. 

ADMIRALTY  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  l)eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  when  the  new  form  of  Ad- 
miralty Contract  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.): 
No  date  can  yet  be  given,  but  the  form  is 
in  draft,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  final 
revision  will  not  be  prolonged. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Seeing 
that  this  question  was  asked  18  monthB 
ago,  will  the  hon.  Gentleman  undertake 
to  let  us  have  the  form  before  the  Ship- 
building Vote  is  reached  ? 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  I  cannot  give 
that  undertaking. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  shall 
raise  the  question  on  the  Vote. 

THE  GUARDS'  LOST  STORKS. 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  a 
claim  made  by  the  1st  Battalion  Grena- 
dier Guards  for  losses  of  canteen  stores, 
amounting  to  £340,  by  the  upsetting  of 
boats  on  the  Nile  provided  by  the 
Egyptian  Government,  has  been  refused 
by  the  War  Office  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  battalion  was  ordered  to  take  up 
the  Nile  coffee  bar  goods  sufficient  to  last 
till  the  end  of  September,  and  that  a 
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Board  was  held  to  consider  the  losses  as 
soon  as  practicable  afterwards;  whether 
the  finding  of  the  Board  was  approved  by 
the  General  commanding  the  division,  who 
considered  the  sum  claimed  moderate,  and 
recommended  its  payment,  and  again 
approved  by  the  General  commanding  in 
Egypt;  whether  the  losses  in  question 
fall  upon  the  canteen  fund,  and  conse- 
quently upon  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
battalion  ;  and  on  what  grounds  the  claim 
has  been  refused  after  eight  months' 
delay. 

*The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  matter 
referred  to  in  the  question  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  still  under  considera- 
tion, and  no  final  decision  has  yet  been 
arrived  at. 

THE  GUERNSEY  MILITIA. 
Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg  | 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  Guernsey  Militia  threw  I 
down  their  arras  and  accoutrements,  and  ! 
played  football  with  their  helmets  when  , 
on  parade ;  and  whether  the  War  Office  j 
proposes  to  take  any  notice  of  such 
mutinous  proceedings. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
Governor  has  telegraphed  that  the  report 
is  untrue. 

Major  RASCH :  May  I  ask  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  knows  that  the 
question  is  practically  taken  from  a  report 
in  Tlie  Times  of  Wednesday  last  1 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Yes, 
I  think  that  is  very  likely ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  untrue. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
E.) :  Is  it  true  that  several  officers  were 
cheered  on  parade  and  others  were 
hissed  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think'  the  hon. 
Member  had  better  give  notice  of  that 
question. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  VOLUNTEER 
REVIEW. 

General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  is  the  intention  to 
provide  accommodation  for  Members  of 
Parliament,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  witness 


;  the  Review  at  Aldershot  by  Her  Majesty 
on  the  26th  instant. 

♦Mr.    J.    POWELL  -  WILLIAMS: 
Perhaps   my   hon.   and   gallant  friend 
will  allow  me  to  answer  this  question.  It 
j  is  not  proposed  to  erect  any  stands,  but 
the  General  Officer  Commanding,  Aider- 
shot,    will   do    the   best    he    can  to 
;  accommodate  tho   carriages   of  persons 
•  desiring  to  see  the  Review.  Applications 
'  for  carriage  tickets  should  be  made  to  the 
Chief  Staff  Officer,  Aldershot. 

i  General  RUSSELL:  Will  Menbers 
j  who  do  not  pisses  4  carriages  have 
i  accommodation  1  \ 

■  *Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Yes  ; 
i  I  understand  that  standing  room  will  bo 
reserved  also,  and  that  application  for 
i  standing  should  be  made  in  the  same  way 
|  as  for  carriages. 

JOSEPH  DEN  ISTON  (LATE  OF  THE 
10th  FOOT). 

|  Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Kerry,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  whether  he  can  order  an 
inquiry  by  the  military  authorities  at 
Longford  into  the  present  condition  of 
health  of  Joseph  Deniston,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  10th  Foot  ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Deniston, 
although  having  served  with  good  con- 
duct in  South  Africa  and  elsewhere  for 
many  years,  is  left  without  any  pension  or 
reward,  and  is  now  unable  to  work  to 
support  his  family. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS  :  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  what  has  been 
stated  on  previous  occasions  in  this 
House  in  regard  to  this  case,  and  can  only 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  my  reply  to 
him  of  the  28th  March,  1898.  The  case 
had  then  been  considered  no  less  than 
fifteen  times. 

CORK  MILITARY  DISTRICT 
CONTRACTS. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  with  reference  to  the  con- 
tracts for  supplies  of  groceries,  provisions, 
<fcc,  to  the  Cork  Military  District,  recently 
given  to  the  Canteen  and  Mess  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  Limited,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  since  the  commencement  of  the  con- 
tract on  1st  May,  1899,  many  complaints 
have  been  received  at  the  Cork  Head- 
quarters Office,  both  as  to  the  quality  of 
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the  goods  supplied  and  as  to  irregular  de- 
livery, and  that  in  some  instances  the 
canteens  have  been  compelled  to  fall  back 
on  the  local  firms  for  supplies  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  contract  was  given 
to  this  society  although  local  firms  which 
have  long  supplied  the  district  satis- 
factorily quoted  lower  prices  for  articles 
most  largely  used  or  consumed  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  these  facts,  steps  will 
be  taken  to  terminate  the  contract  and 
afford  an  opportunity  to  local  trades- 
men. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLI  A  MS:  A  few 
complaints  as  to  quality  of  goods  and 
irregularity  of  delivery  were  at  first  re- 
ceived, but  the  contract  is  now  working 
smoothly,  and  those  concerned  are  well 
satisfied  with  it.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
interfere  in  this  matter  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  General  Officer  commanding 
at  Cork.  Of  the  four  successful  con-  i 
tractors  three  were  local  firms.  I 

i 

Captain  DONELAN :    Is  the  hon.  | 
Gentleman  aware  that  when  this  question  j 
was  previously  raised  in  this  House,  the 
late  Under  Secretary  for  War  stated  that  I 
any  change  which  might  be  made  would 
be  in  the  direction  of  enabling  canteen 
committees  to  manage  their  own  affairs 
in  this  matter  1  \ 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  If  the 
hon.  Member  wants  further  information  I 
shall  be  happy  to  get  it  for  him.  He  can 
hardly  hold  me  responsible  for  any  state- , 
ment  made  by  the  late  Under  Secretary 
for  War. 

Captain  DONELAN:  Has  this  new! 
system  been  adopted  at  any  military 
station  in  England  t 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  It  is  I 
not  a  new  system. 

FIGHTING  ON  THE  TURCO-SERVIAN 
FRONTIER. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eve) :  I ; 

beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  ! 

for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is  able  to  i 

communicate  any  information  with  regard  1 

to  the  reported  conflict  on  the  Turco- 

Scrvian  frontier. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE  1 
forFOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford):  Her  Majesty's  Mini- 
ster at  Belgrade  has  telegraphed  that  the  1 
frontier  between  Retkotser  and  Medewtfi 
was  crossed  on  June  14th  by  Albanians 


and  Turkish  Regulars,  who  tried  to  raid 
villages  and  took  two  Servian  guard- 
houses. They  were  opposed  by  the 
Servian  frontier  guards  and  armed 
villagers.  Servian  troops  have  been 
moved  up  to  the  frontier ;  the  invaders 
have  retired,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the 
military  steps  taken  by  Senna  will  suffice 
to  maintain  order. 

SIR  W.  GARSTIX'S  REPORT   OS  THE 
SOUDAN. 

Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
cliff)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  when  the 
Report  of  Sir  W.  Garstin,  respecting  his 
visit  of  inspection  of  the  Nile  south  of 
Khartoum  and  the  Soudan,  specifically 
alluded  to  by  Lord  Cromer  in  his  Report 
on  Egyptian  affairs  for  1898,  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  and  distributed. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK :  Sir  W.  Garstin's 
Report  is  now  being  prepared  for  presen- 
tation to  Parliament.  It  will  be  laid  and 
distributed  in  the  course  of  this  week. 

SOUTH     AFRICAN     REPUBLIC  —  THE 
MURDER  OF  MRS.  APPLEBE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  any  further  in- 
formation has  been  received  concerning 
the  murder  of  Mrs.  Applebe,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  R.  F.  Applebe,  Wesleyan  missionary, 
reported  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  in  Serial 
No.  55,  South  African  Republic,  Blue 
Book,  as  an  act  of  revenge  on  the  part  of 
the  liquor  dealers  for  efforts  made  by 
Mr.  Applebe  and  Mr.  Wilson  to  expose 
.their  nefarious  trade ;  and  whether  any 
of  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage  have 
been  punished,  or  any  compensation 
awarded  by  the  President  of  the  South 
African  Republic. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  last  information 
received  is  contained  in  Nos.  61  and  63 
in  the  Blue  Book.  No  result  has  been 
obtained  from  the  offer  of  a  reward  of 
£500  by  the  Government,  and  there  is 
no  clue  as  yet  to  the  perpetrators.  I  am 
not  aware  that  compensation  has  been 
given. 

THE  KILLING  OF  MR.   EDGAR  BY  A 
BOER  POLICEMAN. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Ecclesall  Division  of  Sheffield  I  beg  to 
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ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  some  compensation  will  be 
claimed  on  behalf  of  the  widow  of  Mr. 
Edgar,  who  was  shot  dead  in  his  own 
house  by  a  Boer  policeman. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  answer 
is  in  the  affirmative ;  a  claim  for  com- 
pensation has  been  made  on  behalf  of  the 
widow  and  child. 

THE  JAMESON  RAID. 
Mr.  C.  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether,  as  stated  by  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  in  his  dispatch  dated 
4th  May,  this  country  was,  just  before 
the  so-called  Jameson  Raid,  on  the  verge 
of  war  with  the  Transvaal ;  and,  if  so, 
what  were  the  grounds  justifying  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  Transvaal 
by  this  country  at  that  time. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Sir  A. 
Milner's  statement  is  perfectly  correct, 
and  the  hon.  Member  will  find  full  in- 
formation in  Blue  Book  C.  8474  of  May, 
1897. 

PROMOTION  IN  THE  PRISON  SERVICE. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  there  are  seven  officials  in  the 
Prisons  Department  who  have  served 
forty  years  and  upwards,  and  who  are 
over  sixty  years  of  age  ;  and,  if  so,  will 
special  facilities  be  offered  to  induce  their 
retirement,  in  view  of  the  large  number 
of  juniors  who  are  at  the  maximum  of 
their  class. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
I  have  been  asked  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
answer  this  question.  There  are  six,  not 
seven,  officers  in  the  Prisons  Department 
who  have  served  forty  years  and  upwards 
and  are  over  sixty  years  of  age.  They 
will  retire  under  the  general  rule  on 
reaching  sixty-five,  and  there  appear  to  me 
to  be  no  grounds  for  any  action  in  the 
matter. 

GLASGOW  BAKERY  DISPUTE. 
Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  (Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  Angus  M'Naughton, 
baker,  of  Kinning  Park,  Glasgow,  arrested 
on  the  12th  ultimo  and  locked  up  for  the 
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night  on  a  charge  of  persistently  following 
with  intent  to  intimidate  certain  work- 
men in  a  bakery  connected  with  which 
there  was  some  trade  dispute ;  whether 
the  police  officer  arresting  him  had  a 
warrant  for  his  arrest ;  will  he  explain 
why  the  police  refused  to  communicate 
to  his  wife  the  fact  of  his  arrest  and 
detention,  also  why  on  the  occasion  of 
his  being  brought  before  a  magistrate  on 
the  13th  ultimo,  and  remanded  for  48 
hours,  bail  was  offered  and  refused ;  and 
why,  if  the  charge  against  him  was  a 
serious  one,  was  he  liberated  on  16th 
May,  after  four  nights'  incarceration, 
without  being  called  on  even  to  make  a 
declaration  before  the  sheriff  to  whom  his 
case  was  remitted. 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  :  Inquiry 
has  been  made  into  the  case  referred  to 
by  the  hon.  Member.  The  police  officer 
had  no  warrant  ;  the  arrest  was  made 
under  Section  86  of  the  Burgh  Police 
Act,  1892.  My  information  is  that  the 
police  did  not  refuse  to  communicate  to 
the  prisoner's  wife  the  fact  of  his  arrest 
and  detention,  and  that  bail  was  not 
offered,  and  therefore  not  refused.  In 
reply  to  the  last  paragraph,  the  facts  are 
these  :  The  prisoner  was  brought  before 
the  magistrate  on  Saturday,  the  13th, 
and  the  case  was  remitted  to  the  Sheriff 
Court  for  consideration.  The  police 
report  was  made  to  the  Sheriff's  Pro- 
curator-Fiscal on  Monday,  the  15th.  The 
case  was  considered  on  that  day  by  the 
Procurator-Fiscal,  and  was  disposed  of  on 
Tuesday,  the  16th,  the  prisoner  being 
liberated  because  the  evidence  was  con- 
sidered insufficient. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  make  further 
inquiry  on  the  question  of  bail,  which  I 
am  assured  was  offered  1 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  can  only 
repeat  what  I  have  stated.  If  the  bail 
was  offered  and  refused,  application  could 
have  been  made  to  the  Procurator  -Fiscal. 
That  certainly  was  not  dono 

ABERDEEN    CEMETERY  SCANDAL. 

General  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Lord  Advocate  if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  alleged  wholesale  desecra- 
tion of  graves  in  a  cemetery  at  Aberdeen  ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to 
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against  all  those  concerned  in  these 
alleged  outrages  as  well  as  against  the 
superintendent  of  the  cemetery. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  A  full  investi- 
gation of  the  circumstances  is  being  made, 
and  the  case,  in  all  its  bearings,  is  at 
present  under  consideration  of  Crown 
counsel.  The  superintendent  has  been 
committed  for  trial,  and  is  now  in 
prison. 

General  RUSSELL :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  last 
paragraph. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  Yes;  the  words 
"the  case  is  under  consideration  in  all 
its  bearings"  obviously  cover  the  point 
whether  other  persons  are  to  be  prose- 
cuted. 

THE   DAY   SCHOOL  CODE. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Rochester) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  the  additions  to  Articles  37  and 
42  of  the  Day  School  Code  have  beer, 
withdrawn  in  conformity  with  the  Ad- 
dress to  the  Crown  carried  in  this  House; 
and  what  steps  the  Department  bave 
taken  in  order  to  warn  managers  that  the 
published  Code  is  in  this  respect  incor- 
rect. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on 
EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University) :  Official  intimation  of  the 
reply  to  the  address  of  the  House  of 
Commons  has  not  yet  been  received  by 
the  Education  Department.  Meanwhile, 
a  Minute  is  prepared,  restoring  the 
Articles  to  the  form  they  had  in  the  Code 
of  1898.  This  Minute  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  and  published  in 
due  course. 

CARMARTHEN  CHARITIES. 
Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmarthen, 
\V.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
representing  the  Charity  Commissioners 
whether  he  can  state  the  reason  for  the 
delay  in  the  publication  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Assistant  Charity  Commissioners  con- 
cerning the  charities  of  the  borough  of 
Carmarthen,  and  of  the  parish  of  Trelloch- 
ar-Bettws  in  the  county  of  Carmarthen. 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  CHARITY 
COMMISSIONER  (Mr.  Grant  Law- 
son,  York  N.R.,  Thirsk)  :    The  reason 


for  the  delay  in  the  publication  of 
the  Report  on  the  Charities  in  the 
Borough  of  Carmarthen  is  that  the  appli- 
cation  made  for  the  production  of  certain 
documents  in  the  case  of  a  grant  to  one 
particular  charity  has  not  yet  been  con> 
plied  with.  In  all  other  respects  the 
Report  is  ready  to  be  laid  on  the  Tabic 
of  the  House.  With  regard  to  the 
charities  in  the  parish  of  Trelloch-ar- 
Bettws  the  Report  has  been  delayed  by 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
full  information  respecting  the  admiiuV 
tration  of  the  charities.  The  Report  as 
to  this  parish  was  laid  on  the  Table  of 
this  House  on  June  8th. 

HYDE  PARK — LIGHTING. 

General  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  condition  of  the  main  thorough- 
fares in  Hyde  Park  after  dusk;  aw 
whether  he  can  see  his  way,  by  *e 
improvement  in  the  lighting  and  xsm 
police  supervision,  to  enable  respectable 
people  to  make  more  use  of  this  pari 
during  the  summer  evenings  than  uwr 
the  present  conditions  is  possible. 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kern 
St.  Augustine's) :  I  have  been  gradually 
improving,  as  funds  will  permit,  the 
lighting  of  the  parks  ;  and  the  improve- 
ment in  Hyde  Park  has  been  generally 
admitted  and  appreciated.  My  policy 
with  regard  to  lighting  the  parks  was 
fully  stated  during  the  discussion  of  tbt 
Parks  Estimate  a  few  weeks  ago.  The 
maintenance  of  order  in  Hyde  Park  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  police  authorities,  but  in 
my  opinion  everything  is  done  that  i; 
necessary  to  maintain  order  there. 

FINTONA  SUNDAY  MAILS. 
Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster -Genera!, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  at  Fintona,  the 
largest  town  in  the  South  Tyrone  Pari* 
mentary  division  of  county  Tyrone,  tW 
mails  on  Sunday  mornings  are  seMor. 
delivered  before  10  a.m.,  though  tkf 
have  been  lying  at  Omagh,  six  miles  cfe 
tant,  from  3  a.m.,  whence  they  are 
veyed  by  a  horse  and  trap ;  and  if  tlwr 
is  any  reason  to  prevent  their  delivery ' 
little  earlier,  so  as  to  enable  perse* 
obliged  to  leave  Fintona  by  the  only  Sir 
j  day  train  at  9  a.m.  to  receive  theirletten 
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before  leaving  ;  and,  seeing  that  the  only 
mail  from  Fintona  on  Sundays  is  made  up 
about  4.30  p.m.  and  sent  to  head  office  at 
Omagh,  where  it  lies  untouched  till  about 
10  p.m.,  whether  there  is  anything  to 
prevent  its  being  dispatched  later  on 
Sundays,  say  at  7  or  8  p.m. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  The  mails  are  due  at  Fintona  on 
Sunday  about  9  a.m.,  and  the  delivery 
commences  at  9.15  a.m.  On  weekdays 
the  service  to  Fintona  is  by  train,  but  on 
Sunday  no  trains  are  run,  and  the  mails 
are  conveyed  by  a  walking  postman,  leav- 
ing Omagh,  where  they  have  l>een  lying, 
as  the  hon.  Member  presumes,  for  some 
hours,  at  6  a.m.  This  is  the  usual  hour 
of  departure  for  rural  postmen.  The 
Sunday  dispatch  from  Fintona  is  at  5.10 
p.m.  As  a  rule  rural  postmen  are  allowed 
to  return  from  the  terminal  point  of  their 
journeys  on  Sundays  in  the  forenoon 
alxmt  one  hour  after  the  completion  of 
the  delivery.  As  this  postman  waits 
eight  hours,  the  inhabitants  of  Fintona 
have  the  advantage  of  an  exceptionally 
late  despatch. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  My  information  is  that 
the  mails  are  conveyed  by  horse  and  trap. 
Cannot  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  bearing 
in  mind  the  importance  of  this  district, 
expedite  matters  a  bit  1 

Mr.  HANBURY  was  understood  to 
reply  in  the  negative. 

-NORTH   KERRY  POSTAL  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  tho  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  -  General, 
whether  a  petition  very  largely  signed  by 
the  people  of  Clandouglas,  Kilfeighney, 
Pallace,  Leam,  and  other  townlands  in 
North  Kerry,  asking  for  a  house-to-house 
delivery  of  letters,  has  been  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  General  Post  Office  ; 
whether  he  was  aware  that  great  public 
inconvenience  is  caused  by  the  non- 
delivery of  letters  in  those  districts ;  and 
whether  the  request  of  the  petitioners 
will  be  granted. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  A  petition  was 
received  some  time  ago  asking  for  a 
delivery  of  letters,  and  a  delivery  is  now 
being  made  throughput  the  district.  At 
Clandouglas,  Kilfeighney,  and  other 
places  the  delivery  takes  place  every 


j  week-day,  but  at  some  of  the  townlands 
|  it  is  necessarily  restricted  to  two  days  a 
j  week. 

BELFAST  POST  OFFICE  STAFF. 
Mr.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whether  at  present  there  exists 
on  the  staff  of  tho  Belfast  Post  Office 
three  vacancies  for  provincial  clerks  in 
charge ;  could  he  explain  to  the  House 
when  and  under  what  circumstances  these 
vacancies  arose,  and  what  was  the  date  of 
the  notice  exhibited  in  each  of  the  postal 
and  telegraph  departments  inviting  appli- 
cations for  these  vacancies ;  how  many 
applications  were  received  from  each 
department,  and  with  whom  does  the 
power  of  selecting  rest ;  and  what  is  the 
cause  of  the  delay  in  making  these 
appointments. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  in  the  negative,  and 
that  covers  all  the  other  paragraphs. 

DUNDALK  POKTMASTERSHIP. 

Mr.  MACALEESE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  with  reference  to 
the  vacancy  that  at  present  exists  in  the 
postmastership  of  Dundalk,  could  he  state 
when  did  this  vacancy  actually  arise,  and 
what  was  the  date  of  the  official  circular 
in  which  a  notice  appeared  intimating  the 
vacancy,  and  inviting  applications  for  it ; 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  delay  that  arose 
from  the  date  of  the  vacancy  arising  and 
this  notice  appearing,  and  also  the  delay 
that  has  since  taken  place  in  making  the 
appointment ;  how  many  candidates  re- 
sponded to  the  invitation  that  appeared  in 
the  official  circular  in  reference  to  this 
vacancy ;  and  whether  the  individual 
upon  whom  the  vacancy  is  conferred  will 
draw  the  salary  of  the  office  from  the 
date  of  the  retirement  of  the  late  post- 
master, or  only  from  the  date  of  his  actual 
appointment ;  if  only  the  latter,  then  can 
it  be  stated  what  sura,  if  any,  will  acrue 
to  the  Treasury  as  a  saving  in  respect  of 
the  cost  of  the  administration  of  this 
office  by  reason  of  the  delay  in  filling  the 
vacancy  ;  and,  if  generally  greater  expedi- 
tion can  be  used  in  making  appointments 
to  such  vacancies  when  they  arise  in  the 
future. 


Mr.  HANBURY 
curred  on  the  23rd  of 
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notified  in  the  Post  Office  Circular  of  the 
28th  of  March.  There  was  no  delay,  as 
the  pension  of  the  late  postmaster  was 
not  awarded  till  the  3rd  of  March,  and 
the  salary  had  to  be  revised.  Thero  were 
fifty-seven  candidates  who  applied  for  the 
appointment,  and  it  was  necessary,  as 
usual  in  such  cases,  for  the  surveyors  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  the  claims 
and  qualifications  of  each  of  them.  An 
appointment  has  been  made,  but  the  new 
postmaster  cannot  draw  the  salary  until 
he  actually  takes  up  the  duty.  The 
officer  acting  as  postmaster  in  the  mean- 
time will  receive  half  of  his  own  salary 
and  half  of  the  salary  of  the  postmaster, 
in  accordance  with  the  usual  rule  in  such 
cases.  The  balance  of  these  sajaries  will 
remain  undrawn. 

BALLYMAHON  POSTAL  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 


tion  failed  no  less  than  14  times  during 
the  months  between  June  and  December, 
1898,  causing  a  great  public  incon- 
venience in  .the  delay  of  Her  Majesty'! 
!  mails  in  several  portions  of  the  South  of 
Ireland ;  whether  the  Waterford  and 
Limerick  Railway  Company,  at  the 
request  of  the  Post  Office,  have  consented 
to  delay  the  departure  of  these  trains  for 
20  minutes  beyond  the  usual  time,  so  at 
to  remedy  this  public  grievance;  and, 
whether  information  can  be  given  as  to 
the  number  of  times  during  the  years 
1898  and  1899  the  connections  at 
Limerick  Junction  failed  owing  to  the 
late  arrival  of  the  trains  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  system. 

Mr.  HANBURY:   The  Waterford, 
Limerick  and  Western  Railway  Company 
have  agreed  to  detain  their  train  for  20 
minutes,  if  necessary,  to  maintain  the 
,  connection,  but  the  train   from  Dublin 
i  is    occasionally  more    than    20  mir. 
,     , ,  <        ,    utcs  late  in  arrival.     Between  June  ari 
as ^representing  the  Postmaster-General,  <  Decemb     1898,  the  connection  failed  1" 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  change  the 


arrangements   regarding   the   mail   car  j 
which  at  present  runs  from  Ballymahon  1 
(6.35  a.m.)  to  Castletown  Railway  Station,  j 
Midland  and  Great   Western  Railway  j 
(8.40  a.m.),  and  conveys  the  letters  posted  ! 
in  Ballymahon  and  neighbourhood  be- 
tween 6  p.m.  and  10  p.m.  on  the  previous 
evening,  which  at  present  reach  Dublin 
and  England  on  the  day  after  posting,  I 

and  to  substitute  therefor  a  car  leaving  |  *   .  ,    ,  ,  T  .  ,  T1  , 

Ballymahon  at  3  p.m.,  which  would  catch  finished  by  the  Irish  Board  of    orfc  ar.J 
the  limited  mail  train  for  Dublin  at  approved  by  the  Postal  authorities  ; 
Castletown,  and  would  land  its  letters  in  have  tenders  for  the  erection  of  the  buiM 


times.  During  1898  the  connects) 
failed  19  times,  and  it  has  failed  sixtine* 
this  year. 

ENNISKILLEN  POST-OFFICE 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Fermanagh,  S.):  1^ 
to  ask  the.  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-Genera- 
if  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  fe* 
post-offico  in  Enniskillen  have  yet  bevr 


ing  been  taken  ;  and,  if  not,  when  "Ti- 
the authorities  advertise  for  such  tender-. 


Dublin  late  for  business  that  day  in  whole- 
sale houses,  and  leave  Ballymahon  with- 
out a  post  from  6.10  p.m.  till  3  p.m.  next  Mr.  HANBURY:  The  plans  of  tb 
day,  so  that  letters  posted  at  say  6.30  I  new  post  office  at  Enniskillen  have  beer, 
p.m.  would  not  be  dispatched  for  nearly  j  approved,  and  the  working  drawings  at?- 
twelve  hours  ;  and  whether  the  present  |  specifications  have  been  completed.  Tfe- 
morc  convenient  arrangement  could  be  I  quantities  are  being  taken  out,  and  tl* 
continued,  in  accordance  with  a  petition  '  Board  of  Public  Works  expect  to  be  in  * 
presented  some  days  ago  to  the  Post-  position  to  advertise  for  tenders  in  ata* 
master-General.  a  month. 


Mr.  HAXBURY :  It  has  been  decided 
to  continue  the  present  arrangement,  as 
requested  in  a  petition  recently  addressed 
to  the  Postmaster-General. 

MAIL  TRAIN  DELAYS  AT  LIMERICK 
.1 V  NOTION. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster-General,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  train  connections  at  Limerick  Junc- 


WEST  CAVAN  TRAMWAYS. 
I     Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  beg  to  asktV 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he  tf" 
j  state  to  the  House  if  any  relief  has  ber 
1  afforded  to  the  taxpayers  of  West  Cav-* 
|  by  the    operation    of    the  Tram*^ 
,  Amendment  Act  passed  in  1895  ;  whett*' 
the  Board  of  Works  or  the  Treasury  h* 
received  the  last  report  of  the  auditors ': 
this  line  ;  and,  whether,  as  the  guaran^ 
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given  will  soon  expire,  it  is  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  afford 
relief  to  the  cesspayers  by  releasing  them 
from  the  guarantee. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  Treasury  more 
than  three  years  ago  expressed  its 
readiness  to  commute,  under  the  Act  of 
1895  referred  to,  its  liability  upon  the 
Cavan,  Leitrim,  and  Roscommon  line  ;  but 
ve  have  heard  nothing  on  the  subject 
since  then  from  the  company  or  from  the 
county.  Relief  has,  however,  been  given 
to  the  ratepayers  by  the  cancellation  of 
shares  amounting  to  £13,690  upon 
redemption  of  the  Government  Loan 
in  1896 ;  and  I  understand  that  further 
relief  will  be  given  under  Section  58  (4) 
of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1898.  We 
have  the  audited  accounts  to  1st  Novem- 
ber last.  The  guarantee  is  perpetual,  not 
terminable. 

LANESBOROUGH  POSTAL  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  HAYDEN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  complaints  have  been  received 
from  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lanes- 
borough  in  reference  to  the  defective 
postal  and  telegraphic  arrangements, 
alleging  that  the  arrangements  are  in- 
ferior to  those  which  existed  in  the  place 
a  century  ago ;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  improving 
them  by  the  establishment  of  a  telegraph 
office  and  a  postal  delivery  in  connection 
with  the  mail  each  morning  from  either 
Roscommon  or  Longford,  which  would 
enable  English  and  "Cross  Post"  local 
letters  to  be  received  on  the  day  after 
being  posted,  instead  of  two  days  as  is 
the  case  at  present. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  shall  be  obliged  if 
the  hon.  Member  can  give  me  fuller  in- 
formation as  to  the  better  telegraphic 
arrangements  which  are  stated  to  have  ex- 
isted in  the  exceptional  village  a  century 
ago.  A  telegraph  office  was  offered  under 
guarantee  in  November  last,  and  the 
Postmaster-General  will  be  happy  to  have 
the  extension  carried  out  as  soon  as  the 
terms  are  accepted.  The  mail  car  for 
Lanesborough  now  leaves  Longford  at 
6  a.m.,  but  it  -could  not  be  despatched 
until  9.50  a.m.  if  it  were  to  await  the 
arrival  of  the  English  mail  The  later 
delivery  which  would  result  from  the 
later  despatch  of  the  car  from  Longford 


would  probably  give  rise  to  serious  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
residents,  and  such  an  alteration  could 
not  be  made  unless  ample  evidence  were 
adduced  that  it  would  give  general 
satisfaction.  The  existing  post  to 
Lanesborough  does  not  pay  its  expenses, 
and  for  this  reason  a  second  service  on 
week  days  or  a  Sunday  service  is  not 
warranted. 

BALLYDUFF  POSTAL  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  -  General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  petition,  largely  signed  by 
residents  in  the  Ballyduff  postal  district 
of  the  county  of  Kerry,  was  presented  to 
the  Postmaster-General,  praying  for  a 
Sunday  delivery  of  letters,  a  money 
order  office,  and  either  telegraphic  or 
telephonic  facilities ;  and  will  he  explain 
why,  seeing  that  all  the  surrounding 
villages  and  towns  are  in  the  enjoyment 
of  those  benefits,  the  application  of  the 
memorialists  of  the  Ballyduff  district  has 
been  so  long  delayed  from  getting  equal 
facilities  in  Post  Office  affairs. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  A  petition  was 
received  early  last  year,  asking  for  a 
Sunday  delivery  of  letters  and  a  money 
order  office,  but  there  is  no  trace  of  any 
application  for  the  establishment  of  tele- 
graphic or  telephonic  facilities.  A  money 
order  office  was  established  at  Ballyduff, 
under  guarantee,  about  a  year  ago,  but  a 
Sunday  post  could  not  be  sanctioned, 
because  the  existing  service  on  weekdays 
was  found  to  be  unremunerative,  and 
additional  expense  for  affording  a  Sunday 
service  is  therefore  not  warranted. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  Is  not  the  money 
order  office  one  merely  in  imagination  ? 
Cannot  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consult 
the  convenience  of  

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  is  proceeding  to  argue  the 
question. 

IRISH  SCHOOL  TEACHERS'  PENSION 
FUND. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  on  what  grounds  assistant 
national  school  teachers  in  Ireland  are 
compelled  to  pay  the  increased  premiums 
towards  the  pension  fund,  although  they 
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receive  no  portion  of  the  arrears  fee 
grant ;  and  whether  class  salaries  will  be 
given  to  the  assistant  teachers,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  meet  the  increased  pre- 
miums which  they  are  compelled  to  pay. 

The    CHIEF    SECRETARY  fori 
IRELAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds 
Central) :  The  incre  wed  premiums  now 
paid  by  assistant  teachers,  as  well  as  by 

Srincipals,  have  been  fixed  by  the 
ational  Teachers'  Superannuation  De- 
partment under  rules  operative  from  1st 
January,  1898.  It  is  not  intended  to  pay 
assistant  teachers  the  salaries  attaching  to 
their  class  in  order  to  enable  them  to  meet 
the  higher  pension  premiums. 

IRISH  GUARDIANS  AND  LABOURERS' 
COTTAGES. 

Mr.  GIBNEY  (Meath,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary .  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  under  what  order 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  decided 
that  a  district  councillor  who  takes  a 
labourer's  cottage  from  the  guardians 
becomes  disqualified  ;  and  is  a  landlord 
who  makes  a  letting  to  the  guardians  also 
disqualified. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  decision 
referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph  is  based 
on  the  provisions  contained  in  Section  1 2, 
Sub-section  4  (e)  of  the  Application  of 
Enactments  Order,  1898.  As  regards  the 
second  paragraph,  the  reply  would  be 
determined  by  the  kind  of  letting  to  the 
guardians. 

CARRYING    FIREARMS   IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  HAYDEN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
man  named  Patrick  Costello,  living  in 
Carmaska,  near  Strollestown,  County  of 
Roscommon,  who  is  under  police  protec- 
tion and  was  recently  licensed  to  use  a 
revolver,  wantonly  fired  at  three  men  in 
that  district  on  the  night  of  18th  May  as 
they  were  going  to  their  homes  from 
Strollestown ;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment contemplate  taking  any  action  in 
his  case. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  occur- 
rence to  which  the  question  presumably 
refers  took  place  at  11  o'clock  on  the 
night  of  11th  May.  It  appears  that 
Costello,  against  whom  there  has  been 
much  ill-feeling,  and  who  has  received 
considerable  annoyance,  found  four  or 
five  men  close  to  his  house,  one  of  whom 


threw  a  stone  at  Costello,  whereupon  he 
discharged  a  shot  in  the  air  from  his 
revolver.  These  men  were  unknown  to 
Costello,  who  reported  the  occurrence  to 
the  police  on  13th  May.  The  persons 
alleged  to  have  been  fired  at  have  made 
no  complaint,  and  are  also  unknown  to 
the  police  ;  but  if  they  will  come  forward 
and  make  statements  to  the  police  the 
matter  will  be  further  investigated. 

TYRONE    COUNTY     COUNCIL  RATE 
COLLECTOR. 

Mr.  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that 
William    M'Fariand,    of  Glencoppagh, 
Plumbridge,  in  the  County  of  Tyrone,  in 
the  division  of  North  Tyrone,  who  has 
i  been  a  paid  registration  inspector  to  the 
North    Tyrone    Unionist  Registration 
Association  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years,  has  been  appointed  as  rate  collector 
by  the  Tyrone  County  Council  for  the 
I  electoral  divisions  of  Lislea,  Loughash, 
I  Plumbridge,  Stranagalivilly,  and  Movie, 
j  the  first  four  of  which  was  part  of  his 
|  inspection  district  as  such  political  agent, 
l  and  that  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Ireland  has  sanctioned  this  appointment. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Tyrone 
County  Council  have  submitted  a  scheme 
for  the  collection  of  the  poor  rate  in  their 
county,  in  which  the}'  propose  to  appoint 
Mr.  M'Fariand,  an  oxisting  cess  collector, 
who  has  expressed  his  willingness  to 
serve,  to  collect  the  rates  in  the  electoral 
divisions  mentioned  in  the  question. 
The  scheme  submitted  by  the  County 
Council  requires  modification  in  certain 
particulars,  and  has  not  yet  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  Board  have  no  information 
relative  to  Mr.  M'Farland's  connection 
with  a  political  association  ;  but  if  the 
facts  are  as  stated  they  would  probably 
require  him  to  resign  the  office  of  regis- 
tration agent  before  proceeding  to  further 
entertain  the  question  of  his  appointment 
as  poor  rate  collector. 

JUDICIAL  RENTS  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  is  aware  that  average  reduc- 
tion of  first  and  second  term  judicial 
rents  in  Ireland  is,  roughly  speaking, 
between  30  and  40  per  cent,  less  than  the 
old  rents ;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
there  are  a  very  large  number  of  tenants 
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in  Ireland  who  are  in  the  position  of 
future  tenants,  either  through  eviction 
or  from  other  causes  over  which  they  have 
no  control,  and  that  all  such  tenants  are 
debarred  from  any  benefits  under  the 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  introduce  legislation  to 
give  equal  treatment  to  all  classes  of 
tenants  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  figures 
in  the  first  paragraph  are  substantially 
accurate.  In  reply  to  the  second  para- 
graph, it  is  not  quite  correct  to  say  that 
all  such  tenants  are  debarred  from  any 
benefits  under  the  Land  Law  Acts.  It  is 
not  intended  to  introduce  further  legisla- 
tion as  suggested. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  How  can  a  future 
tenant  pay  a  rent  which  is  30  per  cent, 
more  than  that  paid  by  existing  tenants  t 

The  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  ! 

DEATH    OF   ANNE  FINEGAN, 
CORMARY. 

Mr.  MACALEESE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  now  state  the  specific 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  decided  not 
to  hold  an  inquest  in  the  case  of  the 
woman  Finegan,  who  died  on  the  day 
following  certain  eviction  proceedings  at 
her  house  at  Cormary,  near  Newbliss, 
which  proceedings  were  conducted  by  the 
agent  and  bailiffs  of  Lord  Rossmore. 
Was  the  doctor  employed  by  Lord  Ross- 
more's  agent  to  certify  to  the  woman's 
fitness  for  removal  a  properly  qualified 
medical  man,  and,  if  so,  where  does  he 
regularly  practise  ;  were  any  police  pre- 
sent, and  did  the  officer  in  charge  remon- 
strate with  Lord  Rossmore's  agent;  and, 
as  the  belief  is  general  in  the  district 
that  the  woman's  death  was  hastened  by 
the  conduct  of  the  evicting  party,  will  an 
inquest  be  yet  held  in  this  important  case. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  question 
of  holding  an  inquest  in  this  case  did  not 
arise  for  consideration.  As  I  have  already 
pointed  out,  the  woman  was  not  evicted 
or  disturbed  by  the  landlord's  agent,  and 
8he  died,  not  on  the  day  following  the 
visit  of  the  agent,  but  three  days  after- 
wards. The  deceased  had  been  ailing  for 
the  past  twelve  months,  during  the  last 
two  of  which  she  was  confined  to  her  bed  ; 
her  death  had  been  expected  some  time 
previously  by  her  own  brother,  and  the 
police  did  not  in  the  circumstances  con- 


sider it  necessary  to  report  the  death  to- 
the  Coroner.  I  understand  that  the 
medical  gentleman  referred  to  in  the 
second  paragraph  is  properly  qualified.  I 
cannot  say  where  he  practises.  There 
were  two  police  present  at  the  time ;  the 
woman  was  not  removed,  and  they  did 
not  remonstrate  with  the  agent.  The 
police  have  no  reason  to  think  that  the 
belief  is  general  in  the  district  that  the 
woman's  death  was  hastened  by  the 
action  of  the  agent  and  his  bailiffs.  It  is 
not  intended  to  hold  an  inquest,  as. 
suggested. 

SYLVESTER  DWYER. 
Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  has  received  a  resolu- 
tion passed  unanimously  by  the  Guardians 
j  of  the  Killarney  Union,  praying  for  the 
release  of  Sylvester  Dwyer,  a  prisoner  at 
present  confined  in  Maryborough  Prison ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  Sylvester  Dwyer 
has  now  been  in  prison  close  on  18  years, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  could  order 
his  release  after  such  a  lengthened  punish- 
ment. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  resolu- 
tion referred  to  has  been  received.  The 
case  of  this  prisoner  was  considered  by 
the  Lords  Justices  so  recently  as  the  15th 
instant,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  law 
[  should  take  its  course.  The  term  of  penal 
j  servitude  to  which  he  was  sentenced  was 
|  18  years,  and  he  completed  11  £  years  of 
i  his  sentence  on  the  6th  instant. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  Why  was  not  the  same 
clemency  extended  to  this  man  as  was 
extended  to  Lord  Kenmare's  bailiff? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  add 
anything  to  my  answer. 

RAILWAY  COMMUNICATION  IN 
DONEGAL. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  a  resolution  lately  passed 
by  the  District  Council  of  Dunfanaghy, 
county  Donegal,  in  which  he  is  thanked 
for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the  de- 
velopment of  railway  communication  in 
that  county,  and  requested  to  expedite  as 
far  as  possible  the  opening  of  the  works 
on  the  Letterkenny  and  Burton  Port  line, 
with  a  view  to  affording  employment  to 
the  labouring  classes,  which   is  much 
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needed  at  this  time ;  and  whether  he  will 
be  pleased  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
the  Council  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  have  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  the  resolution  referred  to 
in  the  question.  I  understand  that  the 
contractors  for  the  line  are  on  the  ground 
to-day  for  the  purpose  of  commencing 
work. 

MULLING AR  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  any  steps  have  been 
taken  to  ascertain  or  check  the  recent  ex- 
psniiture  on  buildings  in  Mullingar 
Asylum;  whether  in  many  cases  the 
Governors  were  never  consulted,  but 
simply  ordered  to  get  these  works  done 
by  the  Board  of  Control ;  and  whether, 
in  cases  where,  under  the  76th  Section  of 
the  Local  Government  Act,  county  coun- 
cils amalgamate  unions  for  the  purposes 
of  creating  auxiliary  asylums,  the  county 
which  withdraws  its  pauper  lunatics  from 
Mullingar  Asylum  will  still  have  to  con- 
tinue to  pay  off  the  building  charges  in- 
curred. 

MR.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  A  financial 
statement  of  the  expenditure  on  buildings 
at  the  Mullingar  Asylum  is  being  prepared, 
and  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Asylum 
Committee.  The  Board  of  Control  has 
not  in  any  case  ordered  the  Governors  to 
undertake  works  at  this  asylum,  and  in 
no  cas"e  have  works  been  carried  out  with- 
out previous  conference  or  consultation 
with  the  Governors,  and  without  obtain- 
ing their  general  approval  of  the  works. 
In  the  event  of  a  county  council  establish- 
ing an  auxiliary  asylum  under  the  enact- 
ment referred  to,  such  auxiliary  asylum 
would  be  exclusively  appropriated  to 
chronic  harmless  lunatics.  While  this 
arrangement  would  tend  to  relieve  the 
congestion  of  the  county  asylum  and 
facilitate  the  classification  of  curable  and 
incurable  cases,  it  would  in  no  way  affect 
the  liability  of  the  county  for  the  main- 
tenance of  its  county  asylum  or  the  debts 
and  liabilities  already  incurred  by  the 
county  in  respect  of  the  asylum. 

GUN  LICENCES  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Mr.  Francis  Egan,  of  Elfeet  Burke,  parish 
of  Newtowncashel,  county  Longford,  ap- 


plied on  three  occasions  for  a  gun  licence 
to  enable  him  to  keep  a  gun  for  the 
destruction  of  vermin  on  his  farm ;  that 
four  local  magistrates  and  the  police  were 
in  favour  of  his  application,  but  that  Mr. 
J.  M.  Kilkelly,  the  resident  magistrate, 
refused  this  reasonable  request,  and  con- 
tinues to  refuse  it ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Egan  has  recently 
been  elected  a  county  councillor  for 
Longford,  and  is  a  man  of  unblemished 
character,  he  will  recommend  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  issue  a  licence  to  him. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  have  made 
inquiry  into  this  matter  and,  so  far  as  I 
can  gather,  the  facts  are  not  quite  as 
represented  in  the  question.  Licences  to 
keep  firearms  are  not  issued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  but  1  would  suggest  that  if 
Mr.  Egan  were  to  renew  his  application 
for  a  licence  the  licensing  officer  would 
perhaps  further  consider  it. 

STEAM  TRAWLING  OFF  THE  DUBLIN 
COAST. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  K.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney-General  for  Ire- 
land, with  reference  to  the  illegal  destruc- 
tion of  fishermen's  nets  and  lines  by  steam 
trawlers  off  the  Dublin  coast,  will  he  in- 
stitute a  prosecution  against  the  owners 
or  crew  of  the  Jackdaw,  of  Hull,  and  the 
Peter  Johnston,  of  Aberdeen,  for  that 
offence,  if  evidence  implicating  either  is 
forthcoming. 

♦The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  :  The  answer  to  this  question  is  iu 
the  affirmative.  I  may  mention,  however, 
that  the  owner  of  one  of  the  trawlers 
compensated  a  fisherman  for  damage  done 
to  his  nets. 

THE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  BILL. 
Mr.  STEVENSON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  in- 
tends to  proceed  with  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion Bill. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  I  am  afraid  I  can  give  no  pledge  at 
all  as  to  on  what  day  we  shall  be  able 
to  proceed  with  this  Bill. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex, 
Epping)  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man be  able  to  give  us  some  idea  to- 
morrow ? 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  business 
for  this  week  is  settled.  At  this  stage  of 
the  session  it  is  hard  to  say,  looking  far 
ahead,  on  what  particular  day  a  special 
Bill  will  be  taken. 

THE  TELEPHONE  BILL. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  Private  Bills  relating  to 
telephonic  communication  introduced  at 
the  beginning  of  the  .session  are  still 
waiting  for  Second  Reading  pending  pro- 
ceedings on  the  Government  Telegraphs 
(Telephonic  Communication,  &c.)  Bill: 
and  whether  he  can  now  state  when  it  is 
proposed  to  bring  on  that  measure. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  the  Private 
Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill  is  not 
finished  to-night — and  I  hope  it  will  be — 
the  Bill  the  hon.  Member  refers  to  will 
be  the  second  Order  to-morrow ;  it  will  be 
the  first  Order  if  the  Scotch  Bill  is 
finished  to-night. 

THE  LAKES  OF  KILLARNEY. 
Mr.  LOUGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  £90,600 
has  been  realised  by  the  sale  of  quit  and 
•Crown  rents  in  Ireland  between  the  years 
1891  and  1897,  and  since  1864  nearly  a 
•quarter  of  million  has  been  obtained  from 
this  source  :  and  whether  these  moneys 
are  being  used  for  the  purchase  of  estates 
in  Great  Britain ;  if  so,  whether  the 
Government  would  be  prepared  to  appro- 
priate a  portion  of  this  Irish  fund,  which 
is  being  withdrawn  from  Ireland  at  the 
rate  of  about  £12,000  a  year,  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Muckross  demesne  at 
Killarney  as  a  national  park. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's statement  of  figures  is,  I  believe, 
•quite  correct :  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
matter  which  could  be  made  a  question 
■as  between  the  expenditure  of  Imperial 
money  in  Ireland  and  the  expenditure  of 
Imperial  money  in  England.  None  of  the 
money  which  has  come  from  the  sources 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
been  expended  in  England  upon  public 
parks,  nor  has  any  public  money  ever 
been  expended,  so  far  as  I  know,  on  pub- 
lic parks  outside  the  metropolitan  area. 
The  policy  of  purchasing  a  public  park  so 
far  from  any  great  centre  of  population, 
And  of  a  character  which  would  probably 
produce  very  little  value  to  the  public 


during  many  of  the  winter  months  of  the 
year,  is  very  doubtful  indeed. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware 
that  a  portion  of  the  money  referred  to 
has  been  spent  on  the  stabling  of  Royal 
parks  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir,  I  am 
not  aware  of  that,  but  it  may  be  true,  and 
I  will  make  inquiries. 

CYPRUS. 

Mr.  PIERPOINT  (Warrington) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  the  Votes  in  Supply,  he  will 
arrange  that  there  shall  be  an  opportunity 
for  discussing  Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid  (Civil 
Services,  Class  v.,  Vote  4). 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afraid  I 
can  give  no  pledge  to  my  hon.  friend  of 
the  character  he  desires. 

THE  HOME  OFFICE  VOTE. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
upon  what  day  he  proposes  to  take  the 
Home  Office  Estimates. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware,  the  Supply  arrange- 
ments for  next  Thursday  and  Friday  have 
already  been  communicated  to  the  House. 
I  think  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  go  be- 
yond that. 

BARRACKS  LOAN  BILL. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  K): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  when  the  Barracks  Loan  Bill 
will  be  introduced. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  to  take 
the  resolution  required  in  introducing 
this  Bill  on  W'ednesday,  and  in  fact  the 
Bill  itself  will  be  moved  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on 
that  day. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (GOVERN- 
MENT BUSINESS). 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  certainly 
will  be  no  matter  of  surprise,  and  I  hope, 
too,  no  matter  of  regret  in  any  part  of  the 
House,  that  I  rise  at  this  accustomed 
period  of  the  session  to  ask  the  House  to 
give  the  Government  further  facilities  for 
the  conduct  of  such  legislation  as  it  may 
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be  enabled  to  pass  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session.    All  the  pressure,  indeed, 
that  has  reached  me  has  been  in  the  other 
direction,  as  the  Notice  Paper  has  shown 
day  by  day,  and  oven  to-day  the  questions 
indicate  the  anxiety  of  the  House  to  pro- 
ceed with  certain  Government  Bills  which 
have  already  been  introduced.    I  have 
noticed  in  the  newspapers  mention  of  a  ' 
rumour  that  there  is  a  sort  of  general  an- 1 
ticipation  pervading  the  House  that  the  \ 
session  would  have  an  end  about  July  25,  j 
and  that  at  that  unprecedented  date  we  ! 
would  be  able  to  occupy  ourselves  in  a  I 
manner  more  suitable  to  the  season.  I 
am  afraid,  Sir,  that  estimate  never  had 
any  substantial  foundation,  nor  do  I  think 
anybody  could  have  conceived  it  possible 
that  we  should  anticipate  to  any  serious 
extent  the  date  on  which,  during  the  last 
four  years,  we  have  been  able  to  separate. 
I  hope  that  date  will  not  be  exceeded,  but 
I  certainly  cannot  promise  the  House  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  shorten  matters  so  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  separate  in  the  course 
of  next  month,  or  even  in  the  first  week 
of  August.    I  do  not  propose  to  give  an 
exact  programme  of  what  we  hope  to  pass, 
because  that  would  be  impossible ;  nor 
has  any  one  in  my  position,   at  this 
period  of  the  session,  ever  attempted  such 
a  task.    Nor,  again,  do  I  need  to  read 
through  the  list  of  Government  Orders  on 
the  Paper,  but  I  may  just  mention  those 
Bills  which  are,  I  think,  somewhat  loosely 
defined  by  the  name  of  departmental 
measures.    Taking  the  Order  Book  of  to- 
day, and  following  the  order  therein,  the 
first  is  the  Telephone  Bill,  which  has  not 
yet  reached  the  Second  Reading,  and 
which,  I  hope,  may  reach  the  Second 
Reading  to-morrow  night.    There  is  the 
Board  of    Education    Bill,  which  has 
already  passed  the  Lords  and  awaits 
the  Second    Reading.     There   is  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland) 
Bill,  of  which,  I  trust,  we  may  be  able  to 
make  a  finish  to-night ;  in  any  case,  I 
confidently  expect  we  shall  be  able  to 
make  .very  substantial  progress  with  it. 
There  is,  next,  the  Colonial  Loans  Fund 
Bill,  which  ought  to  pass,  and  ought 
to    be   followed     by   a     Bill  based 
upon  it,   which    will  ask  the  House 
to  consent  to  loans  in  particular  cases. 
The   House  will   remember  that  the 
Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill  merely  lays 
down  the  general  outlines  of  the  scheme 
for  specific  loans,  and  we  think  that  that 
Bill  ought  not  only  to  pass,  but,  as  a 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 


matter  of  fact,  there  are  certain  specific 
loans  we  ought  to  have  the  authority  of 
the  House  to  make  before  the  session 
closes.     There  is  the  Parish  Churches 
(Scotland)  Bill,  which   has  passed  the 
Lords  and  not  yet  been  reaa  a  second 
time  ;  there  is  the  Small  Houses  (Acquisi- 
tion of  Ownership)  Bill,  which  has  reached 
the  Report  stage  ;  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Bill,  which  has  reached  the  Report 
stage;  and  two  Irish  Bills — the  Agriculture 
and  Technical  Instruction  Bill  and  the 
Tithe  Rent-charge  Bill — which,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  have  not  yet  passed  their  Second 
Reading ;  and  then,  finally,  there  is  the 
Money-Lending  Bill,  which  has  already 
passed  the  Lords,  but  has  made  no  pio- 
gress  in  this  House.    I  do  not  believe 
that  this  list  will  be  materially  added  to, 
except  in  certain  particulars  which  I  will 
mention.     There  are  three  more  Bills 
which,  as  the  House  is  aware,  we  mean  to 
introduce  and  deal  with  in  the  course  of 
the  session.  There  is  the  Military  Works 
Bill,  the  Clerical  Tithe  Bill,  and  the  Naval 
Works  Bill.    There  are  also  Bills  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Home  Secretary, 
among    them     one    making  further 
amendments    in    the     Factory  Acts. 
There    is,    in    addition    to    these,  a 
Bill  which  has  not  yet  been  announced  to 
the  House,  and  which  the  House,  I  think, 
will  not  describe  as  contentious,  and  that 
is  a  Bill  for  completing  the  arrangements 
for  taking  over  the  Niger  Company.  The 

Csent  position  of  affairs  on  the  Niger 
led  to  many  embarrassments  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to.  The 
present  is  a  transitional  and  purely  pro- 
visional state  of  things,  and  ought  to  be 
terminated  as  soon  as  possible.  This 
measure,  therefore,  will  have  to  be  passed 
before  the  end  of  the  session.  That  is 
the  last  item  in  the  list  of  non-depart- 
mental measures  which  it  is  very  desirable 
to  pass.  I  do  not,  of  course,  say  that  all 
these  measures  will,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
pass  into  law  before  we  separate,  but  I 
nope  very  substantial  progress  will  be 
made  with  the  list  which  I  have  just  read 
to  the  House.  I  do  not  think  I  need 
justify  the  proposal  which  enables  us  to 
take  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  hence- 
forth for  carrying  out  this  legislation.  It 
has  always  been  anticipated  about  this 
period,  and  even  before,  that  that  course 
will  be  taken,  and  I  think  private  Mem- 
bers will  be  anxious  to  do  all  they  can  to 
help  the  Government  to  deal  with  the 
legislation  which  still  remains,  and  which 
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we  can  justly  claim  should  he  passed.  In 
these  circumstances  I  think.  I  should  he 
wasting  the  time  of  the  House  if  I  said 
more  to  induce  it  to  pass  the  Resolution. 
I  beg  to  move  the  Resolution  which  stands 
in  my  name. 

Motion  made  and  Qujstion  proposed, 
"That  for  the  remainder  of  the  session 
Government  business  do  have  precedence 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  that  the 
provisions  of  Standing  Order  50  he  ex- 
tended to  all  the  days  of  the  week." — 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour). 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAXNERMAX 
(Stirling     Burghs)  :     The  Resolution 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
proposed  is  in  accordance  with  recent 
practice,  and  I  do  not  imagine  that  there 
will  be  any  large  number  of  Members  in 
the  House  who  will  be  disposed  to  refuse 
to  the  Government  the  facilities  they  ask 
for  in  the  circumstances.    But  I  think  it 
right  to  lay  down  at  once  what  hitherto 
has  always  been  prescribed  as  a  condition 
for  this  provisional  facility  being  given  to 
the  Government  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
and  that  is,  that  they  should  not  use  the 
power  so  allowed  to  them  for  the  purpose 
of   introducing  any  fresh  contentious 
measure  likely  to  occupy  much  time  and 
to  raise  deep  controversies  in  the  House. 
The  list  of  measures  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  gone  over  contains  many 
Bills  with  which  we  are  tolerably  familiar, 
and  there  are  some  which  there  is  a 
general   desire  to  pass  with  as  little 
trouble  as   possible.    I  anticipate  that 
that  will  be  the  case  vith  the  Scottish 
Private  Procedure  Bill,  as  to  which  we 
see  some  method  of  arranging  the  differ- 
ences of   opinion  which   have  hitherto 
existed.    But  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
named  four  new  subjects.     I  think  one 
was  called  the  Barracks  Loan  Bill — a  Bill 
which  is  announced  in  supplement,  as  it 
were,  of  the  Army  Estimates,  and  which 
was  promised  at  the  l)eginning  of  the 
session.    Well,  Sir,  the  only  comment  I 
would  make,  and  the  only  objection  I 
would  raise  to  the  introduction  of  that 
Bill  is  not  that  it  ought  not  to  be  intro- 
duced now,  but  that  it  ought  to  have  been 
introduced  a  good  many  weeks  if  not 
months    ago,    because    when    it  was 
announced  the  Government  surely  must 
have  had  not  only  a  general  but  a  very 
close  conception  of  what  the  nature  of 
this  Bill  would  be,  and  I  think  it  is  due 
to  the  House  and  to  those  who  take  an 
interest  in  military  questions  that  they 


should  have  a  longer  time  to  consider  the 
details  of  this  Bill  than  the  few  weeks 
which  now  stand  between  us  and  the 
Prorogation  of  Parliament.  As  to  the 
Factories  Bill,  that  will  probably  be  a 
measure  in  a  direction  of  which  we  all 
approve,  but  we  must  wait  until  we  see  it. 
In  regard  to  the  Bill  for  taking  over  the 
Xiger  Company,  I  would  also  say  that 
there  is  a  large  possibility — I  am  speak- 
ing entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  what  the 
Bill  may  contain — but  I  think,  if  it  con- 
tains any  complications  whatever,  there 
is  a  considerable  possibility  of  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man named,  in  a  somewhat  cool  and  calm 
manner,  another  Bill  as  if  it  was  an  old 
acquaintance  that  we  were  familiar  with, 
and  to  which  we  already  were  committed 
— namely,  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill.  I  can 
only  say  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  that  a  Bill  dealing  with  clerical 
tithes  in  any  way  almost,  but  especially  a 
Bill  relieving  them  from  any  burdens  to 
which  they  are  now  subject— if  he  thinks 
that  a  Bill  of  that  kind  can  pass  through 
the  House  in  the  few  weeks  of  July  and 
part  of  August,  he  is  totally  mistaken. 
And  there  is  another  particular  process, 
which  it  may  be  sought  to  apply  to  this 
measure,  to  which  I  should,  for  my  part, 
take  great  objection.  We  know  that  clerical 
influences  are  clamouring  at  the  door 
of  the  Government.  We  know  that 
from  the  papers  and  other  sources.  Is  it 
possible  that  this  is  a  Bill  intended  to 
be  introduced  in  order  to  shut  the  mouths 
of  the  clergy,  and  at  the  same  time  intro- 
duced in  such  a  manner  that  there  will  be 
a  good  excuse  for  saying  to  them,  "  My 
good  gentlemen,  we  have  done  all  we 
could  for  you,  but  a  wicked  Opposition 
and  the  stupid  arrangements  for  the  con- 
duct of  Parliamentary  business  compelled 
us  to  forego  the  infinite  pleasure  we  should 
have  felt  in  doing  something  "  1  I  do  not 
think  that  the  House  of  Commons  should 
be  treated  to  a  performance  of  that  sortr 
and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  brings  in 
a  Bill — I  do  not  say  I  hope  it  will  pass — 
at  least  I  hope  that  he  will  bring  it  in 
with  the  intention  of  its  passing,  because 
I  think  it  would  be  more  befitting  his- 
own  dignity  and  the  dignity  of  this  House 
and  of  Parliament  that  he  should  bring  it 
in  with  that  intention.  But  in  any  case 
I  should  strongly  advise  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  if  he  does  not  wish  to  keep  us 
sitting  here  until  an  advanced  period  of  the^ 
year,  not  to  meddle  with  this  measure  at  all.. 
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It  is  not  only  that  it  would  be  discussed 
at  great  length  and  with  great  detail  in 
all  its  stages,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the  fact 
of  its  being  announced,  of  its  looming  on 
the  horizon,  may  induce  hon.  Members  to 
take  a  minute  and  painstaking  interest  in 
all  the  other  business,  which  would  not 
conduce  to  the  rapid  advancement  of  the 
legislation  of  the  session.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take  my  warn- 
ing, which  is  not  a  mere  accidental  ex- 
pression of  my  own  opinion,  for  I,  am  per- 
fectly certain  it  conveys  not  only  the 
feeling  but  the  purpose  of  nine-tenths  of 
the  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  possibly  of  some  others.  I  hope  that 
he  will  take  that  into  consideration  when 
he  thinks  of  proceeding  with  this  Bill 
during  this  session.  Otherwise,  as  I  have 
said,  I  think  he  has  not  proposed  anything 
which  is  calculated  to  startle  and  alarm 
us,  and  under  the  circumstances  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  the  House  ought  to 
afford  him  the  facilities  he  asks  for. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  In  every  word  that 
has  fallen  from  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition I  am  disposed  to  concur,  but  there 
is  one  subject  as  to  which  I  wish  to  say  a 
few  words.  It  is  a  matter  to  which  a 
great  deal  of  attention  has  been  given  in 
this  portion  of  the  House — I  refer  to  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Bill,  which  it 
has  been  announced  is  to  be  introduced 
at  this  terribly  late  period  of  the  session, 
although  it  was  promised,  long  before  the 
Queeus  Speech  was  delivered,  that  it 
would  be  one  of  the  principal  measures  of 
the  session.  We  had  two  speeches  made 
by  Cabinet  Ministers  in  which  they 
appealed  for  the  confidence  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  the  country,  on  the  ground 
that  next  to  the  London  Government 
Bill  a  Factories  and  Workshops  Bill 
would  be  one  of  the  chief  measures  of  the 
session.  I  cannot  but  fear  that  the  fact 
of  keeping  back  this  Bill  till  so  late  a., 
period  means  either  that  it  will  not  be 
passed  or  that  it  will  be  cut  down  to  the 
narrowest  possible  limits.  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  should  object  more  strongly 
to  the  latter  of  the  two  alternatives  than 
to  the  former,  because  if  the  Bill  is  only 
intended  to  deal  with  two  or  three 
points  it  will  be  a  great  disappointment 
to  the  country.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  to  be  a  large  Bill,  then  I  fear  the 
Government  do  not  intend  to  go  on  with 
it,  because  they  would  not  have  the  time 
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necessary  to  carry  it  this  year ;  and  I,  for 
one,  would  sooner  have  from  them  a  dis- 
tinct and  clear  promise  that  they  will 
really  make  it  one  of  the  principal  mea- 
sures next  session,  instead  of  cutting  it 
down  to  a  mere  shred  in  order  to  pass  it 
this  year.  It  has  always  been  spoken  of 
as  a  very  important  measure.  The  Home 
Secretary  has  stated  that  there  is  a  very 
large  Bill  in  preparation,  and  has  made  it 
an  excuse  for  the  delay  in  producing  the 
annual  report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Workshops,  with  the  result  that  we 
shall  have  no  material  for  a  Home 
Office  Debate  this  session.  Now  I  would 
like  to  point  out  that  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees on  Trade  and  Law  have  been  idle 
during  the  greater  part  of  this  session. 
One  has  had  before  it  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Bill,  and  the  other  has  had  hardly  any 
work  at  all.  If  it  is  now  intended  to 
revive  the  work  of  these  Committees  for 
the  purpose  of  passing  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Bill,  there  will  be  great  diffi- 
culty at  this  period  of  the  session  in 
obtaining  a  quorum,  and  I  am  afraid  the 
result  will  be  that  the  Bill  will  have  to  be 
cut  down  to  the  very  narrowest  limits. 
Would  it  not  be  letter  to  make  the  best 
of  a  bad  job,  and  have  a  thoroughly  good 
Bill  next  year  1  There  is  only  one  other 
matter  I  will  touch  upon.  The  Govern- 
ment, during  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
have  steadily  declined,  under  pressure 
from  all  parts  of  the  House,  to  find  time 
at  this  period  of  the  session  for  private 
Members'  Bills.  But  there  is  a  rumour 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  some  of  the  time  which  we 
are  placing  at  their  disposal  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  hotly  opposed  private 
Members'  Bill  —  the  Service  Franchise 
Bill,  which  was  extended  into  a  large 
measure  by  an  Amendment  carried  in  a 
very  thin  House,  which  Amendment  was 
subsequently  defeated  in  a  fairly  full 
House  by  a  majority  of  only  1 7.  In  view 
of  the  declarations  of  Irish  Members  in 
regard  to  this  Bill,  I  think  we  should  have 
some  understanding  from  the  Government 
that  they  are  not  going  to  devote  any 
time  to  it. 

Mr  DILLON (Mayo,E.):  Whenamotion 
of  thiskind  is  submitted  to  the  House  one  is 
entitled  to  ask  for  some  satisfactory  state- 
ment as  to  what  the  Government  intend 
to  do  with  the  time  they  ask  the  House 
to  give  them.  The  list  of  Bills  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  read  out,  and  upon 
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which  he  based  his  statement  for  demand- 
ing the  time  of.  the  House,  includes  three 
Irish  Bills,  all  of  them  very  important 
Bills  and  raising  important  questions  of 
principle.    I  desire  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  once  more  protesting  against  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  introducing 
two  of  their  Irish  Bills    this  session 
under  the  Ten-Minutes  Rule,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Government 
have  done  less  business  than  I  ever  re- 
member during  the  15  years  I  have  been  , 
in  the  House.  I  think  the  Irish  Members  j 
have  very  good  ground  for  complaining ; 
that  the  Irish  business,  such  as  it  is  this  j 
session,  has  been  treated  with  such  scant  j 
courtesy  up  to  the  present  period  of  the  ; 
session.  I  say  that  no  one  of  those  Bills  could 
decently  have  been  introduced  under  the 
Ten-Minutes    Rule,    and   that  such  a 
course  is  an  outrageous  abuse  in  the  case  j 
of  one  of  those  Bills.     The  first  of  the 
Irish  Bills — the  Agriculture  and  Tech-  I 
nical  Instruction  Bill — has  been  promised 
every  year  since  the  present  Government 
took  ofiice.  Tt  is  a  Bill  raising  very  large 
and  very  broad  issues  and  issues  of  | 
various  kinds,  because  it  proposes  to  create  : 
a  new  Irish  Minister.  Of  course,  I  should  i 
not  be  in  order  in  attempting  to  deal, 
even  in  the  most  cursory  way,  with  the  | 
details  of  the  Bill,  but  it  is  a  Bill  of  first- 
class  importance,  and  yet  we  have  been  j 
unable  to  obtain  from  the  Government  | 
the  probable  date  on  which  it  will  be  taken ;  , 
and  now,  when  we  are  within  about  six 
weeks  of  the  end  of  the  session,  we  have 
not    received    a    hint   as   to  when 
we  may  expect  this  Bill  to  be  sub-  : 
mitted  for  discussion.    I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  demand  from  the  Government 
that  abundant  time  shall  be  given  for  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill  on  Second  Reading, 
and  still  fuller  discussion  in  Committee. 
I  would  infinitely  prefer  that  this  Bill  i 
should  be  postponed  until  next  session,  i 
and  then  taken  at  a  proper  period  of  the  j 
session,  rather  than  that  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  shuffle  it  through  at  the  tail 
end  of  the  session  and  force  a  totally  un- 1 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  question.  I 
I  believe  and  feel  convinced  that  in  that 
view  I  have   the   support   of  the  vast 
majority   of   Irishmen   of  all  sections. 
Turning  to  the  other  Bills,  I  am  entitled 
to   ask  whether  the   Charitable  Loans  ' 
Bill — a  Bill  of  vital  importance  to  a  very  j 
large  section  of  the  people  of  the  North  of ; 
Ireland — is  to  bo  dropped  out  altogether.  ; 
I   think  the  Government   ought  to  say 


frankly  whether  they  propose  to  go  on 
with  that  Bill  this  session  or  not.  Now 
I  come  to  the  third  of  the  Irish  Bills, 
an  all-important  Bill,  and  I  earnestly 
and  respectfully  invite  the  attention 
of  the  Liberal  Party  to  this  Bill,  and 
to  its  connection  with  the  Clerical  Tithe 
Bill,  which  we  are  informed  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  introduce.  It  appears 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Government  to 
allow  one  session  to  go  by  without  putting 
their  hands  into  the  public  purse  to  scatter 
largess  among  their  supporters  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  While  they  are 
about  to  propose  some  measure  of 
relief  to  the  clergy  in  England,  they 
also  intend  to  seize  upon  a  large  portion 
of  the  Tithe  Fund  and  distribute 
it  among  the  landlords  in  Ireland.  As 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  indicated 
that  possibly,  if  the  Clerical  Tithes 
Bill  is  introduced,  the  Liberal  Party 
may  be  incited  to  take  a  great  interest  in 
other  Bills,  I  respectfully  invite  them  to 
turn  their  attention  to  the  Irish  Tithes 
Bill.  They  will  find  it  very  contentious 
as  well  as  interesting,  and  they  will  be 
doing  a  service  to  Ireland  if  they  study 
the  subject  and  give  some  attention  to 
it.  I  think  we  might  expect  from  the 
Chief  Secretary  some  different  treatment 
to  the  very  curt  statement  we  have 
received  in  reference  to  this  Bill  up  to 
the  present.  With  reference  to  Supply, 
what  is  the  condition  of  things  at  the 
present  moment  ?  Twenty  days  is  the  num- 
ber allotted  for  Supply  under  the  new  Rule. 
On  the  19th  of  June,  14  out  of  the  20 
days  had  gone,  and  the  Government  have 
taken  only  57  out  of  a  total  of  147  Votes 
on  Supply.  Among  the  Votes  still  to  be 
disposed  of  is  the  Foreign  Office  Vote;  some 
of  the  next  most  important  are  the  Army 
and  Navy  Votes  and  the  Colonial  Office 
Vote.  The  First  Lord  has  kindly  con- 
sented to  give  two  days  this  week  for 
Irish  Supply.  I  have  had  occasion  to  point 
out  more  than  once  that  those  respon- 
sible for  the  time  of  the  House  have  not 
dealt  favourably  with  Irish  Supply.  In 
the  first  year  of  the  new  Rule  four  days, 
and  in  later  years  three  days,  and 
now  only  two  days.  I  venture  to  say 
that  this  year  Irish  Supply  will 
demand  more  time  than  in  any  year 
since  this  Government  came  into  office. 
There  is,  first  of  all,  the  Vote  for  law 
charges ;  then  there  is  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Vote,  which,  owing  to  the 
Act  of  last  year,  will  have  to  be  discussed 
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at  length.  There  is  the  Queen's  College 
Vote,  which  should  be  discussed  at  con- 
siderable length,  inasmuch  as  no  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  was  moved  on  the 
Catholic  University  Question.  There  is, 
further,  the  Law  Charges  Vote  and 
the  Constabulary  Vote,  and  then  there 
is  a  question  which  will  undoubtedly  be 
discussed  at  considerable  length  on 
the  Industrial  Schools  Grant.  That 
Grant  used  to  be  passed  without  a  word, 
but  this  year  it  will  lead  to  a  long  Debate. 
Then  there  is  the  Chief  Secretary  s  Salary, 
and  the  Board  of  Works  Vote.  Here 
we  have  eight  Votes  in  Irish  Supply,  upon 
which  inevitably  there  will  be  very  con- 
siderable discussion.  I  desire  to  point 
out  that,  in  justice  to  Irish  Members,  a 
fair  portion  of  the  time  now  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Government  ought  to  be 
given  for  the  discussion  of  the  important 
measures  I  have  mentioned.  I  further 
desire  to  support  the  demand  that  time 
should  be  allowed  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Cyprus  Vote.  With  other  hon.  Members, 
I  have  taken  great  interest  in  the  con- 
dition of  Cyprus,  and  we  are  anxious  there 
should  be  a  discussion  this  year,  because 
a  Convention  is  on  the  eve  of  being  con- 
cluded with  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  for  the 
conversion  and  settlement  of  the  Debt,  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  which  the 
Cyprus  tribute  is  devoted.  We  think 
that  those  interested  should  have  a  fair 
opportunity  of  discussing  this,  because  we 
are  anxious  that  the  benefits  of  the  con- 1 
version  should  go  to  Cyprus,  and  not  to  ! 
France,  Germany,  or  any  other  Power.  I 

Sir  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Camber- 1 
well,  Dulwich) :  I  desire  to  ask  the  right  ' 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  Service 
Franchise  Bill  to  pass.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  oppqsite  who  referred  to  this  i 
Bill  has  done  all  that  he  possibly  could  to  1 
obstruct  it.   He  is,  I  may  say,  practically 
the  only  Member  really  obstructing  the 
Bill.    On  the  25th  March  the  Bill  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  100,  188  voting 
for  the  Bill,  whereas  he  and  his  supporters 
only  numbered  88.     The  Bill  at  this 
moment  is  in  exactly  the  condition  in 
which  it  was  introduced.    It  is  a  very  1 
important  Bill,  and  one  which  will  be 
welcomed  by  thousands  of  men  who  ; 
ought  to  have  votes  given  them.    I  may 
say  that  a  worse  obstruction  than  this 
BUI  has  met  with  from  the  hands  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has  never 
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occurred  to  any  Bill.  I  do  not  oppose 
the  Government  taking  next  Wednesday, 
although  this  Bill  would  have  been  first 
Order  on  that  day,  because  I  feel  that  the 
Government  will  realise  the  importance 
of  the  Bill,  and  the  strong  support  it  has 
in  the  country  at  large.  I  trust  the 
Government  may  "star"  the  Bill,  and 
allow  it  to  be  again  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  Before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers  the 
various  questions  which  have  been  put  to 
him,  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  he  can 
state  when  he  proposes  to  take  the  Board 
of  Education  Bill,  and,  if  he  cannot  state 
that  now,  whether  he  will  give  some  days' 
notice  before  he  proposes  to  take  the 
Second  Reading. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.): 
There  is  a  notice  on  the  Paper  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to 
consider  the  subject  of  municipal  trading. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  men- 
tion that  subject  in  his  remarks,  and  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  appoint  that  Com- 
mittee, for  I  understand  there  will  be  some 
opposition  to  the  appointment.    If  the 
Government  do  not  intend  to  appoint  it, 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  so  now, 
and  have  the  motion  removed  from  the 
Order  Paper.    May  I  be  allowed  to  join 
in  the  appeal  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dulwich  in  regard   to  his  Bill.   I  do 
not  know  whether  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  is  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
opposition  which  has  so  far  existed  to 
this  Bill.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  said  that  this 
Bill  was  hotly  opposed ;  therefore  I  think 
I  shall  be  in  order  in  pointing  out  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  how  hotly  this  Bill 
has  been  opposed.    It  was  so  hotly 
opposed  that,  when  it  was  in  front  of  the 
Bill  for  raising  the  age  of  half-timers 
the  opposition  was  absolutely  withdrawn 
after  ten  minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
discussion,  and  then  this  other  Bill  was 
taken.    And  on  the  following  Wednesday 
after  the  Bill  had  been  read,  then,  and 
then  only,  did  the  opposition  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman   and  his  friends  arise 
to  the  Service  Franchise  Bill.    I  believe 
also  that  several  Members  are  not  quite 
clear  as  to  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  give  a  day  of  Supply 
for  the  discussion  of  the  South  African 
Vote  as  soon  as  the  Papers  have  arrived 
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about  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  has 
spoken. 

♦Mr.  RECKITT  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) : 
There  is  one  point  upon  which  I  should 
like  to  have  an  announcement  before  we 
go  to  a  Division,  and  that  is  the  question 
of  the  Petroleum  Bill.  Members  of  the 
House  who  were  present  on  the  15th 
March  will  doubtless  remember  that  my 
Bill  would  probably  have  got  a  Second 
Reading  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that 
the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  Office 
asked  the  House  to  reject  the  Bill  upon 
that  occasion  upon  the  ground  that  the 
Government  were  about  to  introduce  a  Bill 
of  their  own  upon  the  subject ;  and  that 
not  only  were  they  about  to  introduce  a 
Bill  of  their  own,  but  the  Bill  was  in  a 
forward  state  of  preparation.  After  the 
defeat  of  my  Bill  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  asked  when  this  Bill  was  to  be 
introduced,  and  he  said,  "  As  soon  as 
possible,  or  shortly  after  Easter."  Another 
question  was  asked  on  14th  April,  and  we 
were  then  told  that  the  Bill  would  be  in- 
troduced "  very  shortly,"  or  at  any  rate 
"  before  the  end  of  the  month."  I  had  a 
conversation  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  he  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
introduced  before  Whitsun.  But  Whit- 
suntide has  gone  by,  and  now  the  Govern- 
ment are  taking  the  whole  time  of  the 
House  and  no  mention  has  been  made  of 
the  intention  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  legislation  on  petroleum.  I 
think  this  is  a  time  at  which  I  should  ask 
what  their  intentions  are,  because  I  do 
feel  that  when  a  private  Member  intro- 
duces a  Bill  in  this  House  and  it  is 
conceived  necessary  for  the  Government 
to  instruct  one  of  the  Under  Secretaries 
to  oppose  the  Bill,  and  the  Bill  is  practi- 
cally defeated  on  those  grounds,  and  on  a 
pledge  that  a  Government  Bill  would  be 
introduced,  that  pledge  should  be  re- 
deemed in  something  like  reasonable  time. 
No  one  can  say  that  it  is  a  reasonable 
time  to  introduce  a  Bill  which,  while  not 
of  a  party  character,  is  certainly  of  a 
controversial  character,  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  session  as  that  at  which  we  have 
now  arrived.  I  sincerely  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  make  some 
statement  as  to  why  this  Bill  has  not  yet 
been  introduced,  because  the  causes  and 
evils  are  still  going  on,  the  deaths  and 
accidents  are  still  mounting  up,  but  ap- 
parently the  Government  do  not  wish  to 
take  any  cognisance  of  this  matter.  It 
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may  be  put  now,  I  suppose,  in  the  same 
category  as  legislation  in  regard  to  auto- 
matic couplings.  I  should  also  like  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
|  man  to  another  Bill  which  has  not  yet  been 
I  introduced  —  the  Agricultural"  Holdings 
Bill.  That  Bill  has  been  mentioned  in 
every  Queen's  Speech  since  1895,  and  has 
always  occupied  more  or  less  the  same 
lowly  position  of  last  on  the  list ;  but  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  when  his 
attention  was  called  to  the  matter,  re- 
marked that  it  did  not  necessarily  follow 
that  it  would  not  have  a  very  much 
earlier  place  when  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  Second  Reading  Debate.  We  have 
had  no  mention  whatever  of  the  Bill  yet, 
and  I  doubt  whether  the  solicitude  of  the 
Government  is  sincere  in  regard  to  the 
interests  of  the  farmers  from  whom  they 
so  very  often  derive  the  bulk  of  their 
support  when  they  appeal  to  the  country. 
It  will,  I  hope,  be  an  object-lesson  to  the 
agriculturists  that  the  Government  are  in 
the  habit  of  making  these  promises,  but 
apparently  have  not  the  wish  or  intention 
to  fulfil  them.  Unless  I  have  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  my  question  in  regard 
to  the  introduction  of  the  Petroleum  Bill 
I  am  afraid  I  shall  have  to  trouble  the 
House  to  take  a  Division. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
The  remark  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  that  the  Government 
make  promises  which  they  are  not 
anxious  to  fulfil  is  a  little  inopportune, 
because  my  complaint  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  announced  their  intention  of 
bringing  in  a  number  of  Bills  which  were 
not  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  the 
session.  This  is  always  a  painful  moment 
when  the  House  is  asked  to  set  aside  the 
Standing  Orders,  and  take  the  time  of 
private  Members.  But  we  can  scarcely 
drop  a  tear  over  either  the  Standing 
Orders  or  the  private  Member ;  both  have 
been  almost  wiped  out  by  repeated  in- 
roads upon  them.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  said  that  this  motion  is 
usually  made  on  the  ground  that  unless 
the  whole  of  the  time  of  the  House  is 
taken  the  Government  will  not  have  time 
in  the  remaining  part  of  the  session  to 
pass  all  the  measures  to  which  they  are 
pledged.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House  has  gone  a  step 
beyond  that,  because  he  has  announced 
three  or  four  Bills  of  first-class  import- 
ance which  are  to  be  introduced,  three  of 
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which,  at  any  rate,  turn  upon  money. 
Take  the  Military  Works  Bill.  There 
has  been  a  great  deal  too  much  military 
works;  you  are  trusting  too  much  to 
bricks  and  mortar,  and  whatever  these 
military  works  are  that  are  now  proposed 
they  will  mean  money.  Then  there  is 
the  Naval  Works  Bill.  One  of  the  great 
reproaches  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  that, 
ceasing  to  trust  in  ships,  he,  too,  has  put 
his  trust  in  bricks  and  mortar.  Bricks 
and  mortar  will  be  the  death  of  the  Navy, 
unless  we  stop  this  constant  expenditure 
upon  that  kind  of  defence.  But  the 
naval  works  mean  money,  and  millions 
have  already  been  spent  both  on  military 
works  and  on  naval  works — millions  which 
have  been  taken  out  of  the  surpluses  and 
diverted  from  their  proper  destination. 
Then  there  is  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill, 
which,  of  course,  means  money.  I  wish 
to  ask  whether  all  this  money  is  to  come 
out  of  further  Supplemental  Estimates.  In 
the  Debates  on  the  Finance  Bill  I  ven- 
tured to  suggest  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  not  reckoned  upon 
any  Supplemental  Estimates,  which, 
according  to  our  present  experience, 
meant  an  extra  two  millions  a  year ;  but 
he  interrupted  me  and  said  that  this  year 
there  would  be  no  Supplemental  Esti- 
mates. But  all  these  Bills,  which  mean 
money,  mean  also  Supplemental  Estimates ; 
if  they  do  not  mean  that,  they  mean 
loans,  so  that  we  shall  be  in  the  position, 
after  stopping  the  repayment  of  our 
public  debt,  of  adding  further  large  sums 
to  that  debt.  The  fourth  Bill  is  for  taking 
over  the  responsibilities  of  the  Niger 
Company.  That  is  an  enormous  new  de- 
parture in  policy,  which  may  raise  most 
serious  questions.  I  do  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  embark  upon  this  Bill  in 
the  spirit  of  the  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — that  it  will  have  to  be 
passed  by  the  end  of  the  session.  It  will 
be  an  extremely  difficult  Bill  to  pass  if  it 
in  any  way  answers  to  its  name.  I  would 
make  one  suggestion  for  the  saving  of 
time,  and  that  is  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  should  announce  that  they 
are  going  to  drop  the  Undersized  Fish 
Bill.  No  harm  will  be  done  by  that  being 
left  over  for  another  year,  and  by  that 
time  the  undersized  fish  will  have  got  a 
little  larger,  and  the  Government's  know- 
ledge of  fish  generally  will  have  become  j 
rather  greater.  The  supply  of  fish  has  | 
enormously  increased,  so  that  there  is  no  | 
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immediate  pressure  for  this  Bill,  and  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  should 
be  dropped,  and  that  the  fishing  industry 
should  not  be  worried  by  the  passing  of  a 
Bill  which  will  not  prevent  them  catching 
the  fish,  but  only  prevent  the  sale  when 
they  are  caught. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dim- 
dee)  :  I  think  there  is  some  misconception 
as  to  the  Naval  Works  Bill. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  We  have 
not  seen  it  yet. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  The 
reason  why  there  is  to  be  a  Naval  Works 
Bill  is  because  the  money  is  to  be  raised 
by  loan.  That  has  been  perfectly  well 
understood  since  the  beginning  of  the 
session.  On  this  point  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  will  give  us  some  more  definite 
information  about  the  state  of  the  Bill 
than  has  been  furnished.  The  Naval 
Works  Bill  which  we  have  had  has  simply 
been  a  continuation  Bill.  The  Govern- 
ment suspended  some  of  the  Standing 
Orders  of  this  House,  and  all  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  other  House,  in  order  to 
carry  the  Army  Annual  Bill,  which  was 
quite  unnecessary,  and  I  can  see  no 
justification  for  the  delay  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  this 
year.  The  whole  of  the  interest  is  now 
centred  in  the  schedule,  for  the  principle 
of  it  has  been  asserted  over  and  over 
again.  The  schedule  is  now  the  only 
thing  to  which  interest  attaches,  and,  as 
I  understand  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  the  schedule  this  year  will  be 
of  special  importance  because  it  contains 
new  items.  As  these  items  may  give  rise 
to  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  I  think  we 
are  entitled  to  have  from  the  Government 
a  positive  statement  that  the  Bill  is  ready 
to  be  produced,  that  all  the  urgency 
that  can  be  applied  to  it  will  be  applied, 
and  that  we  shall  have  the  Bill  printed  at 
the  earliest  possible  date  at  the  con- 
venience of  the  Government.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  the  House 
some  information  as  to  the  intentions  of 
the  Government  in  respect  to  this  import- 
ant measure. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  rise  for  a  moment  or  two  to  press 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  great 
importance  of  allowing  the  Agriculture 
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and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Bill  ; 
to  pass  thrjugh  the  House  this  session. 
Thero  is  scarcely  any  Bill  upon  which  | 
there  is    a    more    unanimous  feeling . 
in  Ireland  in  its  favour,  for  it  has  met 
with  tha  wannest  approval  in  all  quarters.  | 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  his  state- 1 
ment,  did  not  dwell  with  much  warmth 
on  this  Bill.    I  know  that  the  Chief  j 
Secretary  for   Ireland    takes   a    very  j 
deep  interest  in  the  measure,  and  the  I 
Members  of  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce are  most  anxious  that  it  should  be 
passed  this  session,  not  only  in  the 
interests  of  agriculture,  but  also  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  of  Ireland.  I 
itrust  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  j 
give  the  House  a  distinct  assurance  that ' 
this    measure   will   receive    attention,  ! 
for  it  will  relieve  the  minds  of  many  1 
people  in  Ireland  who   take  a   great  | 
interest  in  technical  instruction.    I  will  , 
not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  any  j 
longer,  and  I  earnestly  express  the  hope 
that  this  Bill  will  be  carried  to  a  successful 
issue  this  session. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.)  :  I  intend  to  be  very  brief  in  the 
remarks  I  shall  address  to  the  House.  I 
•want  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  forget  for 
the  moment  that  he  is  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  look  at  this  question 
from  the  point  of  view  of  what  is  honour- 
able between  man  and  man.  The  subject 
I  am  raising  is  one  which  commands 
much  sympathy  upon  both  sides  of  the 
House.  I  want  to  know  when  the 
"Government  intend  introducing  legisla- 
tion for  the  regulation  of  limited  com- 
panies. This  measure  has  been  promised 
four  times  already,  and  yet  a  Bill  has  not 
been  introduced  in  reference  to  it, 
although  nearly  all  the  Members  of  this 
House  have  expressed  themselves  infavour 
of  doing  away  with  the  gigantic  system  of 
fraud  which  under  the  present  state  of 
legislation  is  rendered  possible.  It  is 
little  short  of  a  crying  scandal  that  in  the 
month  of  March,  1898,  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  stated  that  24,000,000  of  money 
were  squandered  every  year  because  no 
amendment  had  been  made  in  the  law, 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  recollect 
the  incident  when  I  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  dealing  with  this 
very  subject,  when  it  received  the  careful 
attention  of  the  House,  and  I  may  add 
that,  at  the  time,  not  a  single  newspaper 
took  exception  to  legislation  being  intro- 
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duced  upon  this  subject,  and  if  ever  there 
was  legislation  that  was  popular —except  1 
with  guinea  pigs  and  company  promoters 
— it  is  this.  Why  has  this  Bill  not  been 
introduced  1  I  would  like  to  see  any  hon. 
Member  of  this  House  standing  before  his 
constituents  and  saying  that  he  is  not  in 
favour  of  this  Bill.  Is  the  influence  of 
the  guinea  pigs  in  the  Lobby  too  strong 
for  the  Government,  or  is  there  a  majority 
of  company  directors  in  the  Cabinet  1  I 
desire  to  ask  for  a  clear  explanation  of 
this.  It  may  be  said  in  reply  that  legis- 
lation has  been  introduced  in  another 
place.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  so 
or  not,  but  it  has  not  come  down  to  this 
House  yet.  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, as  a  matter  of  fair  dealing  between 
man  and  man,  why  has  the  promise  in 
reference  to  this  measure  not  been  ful- 
filled 1  Is  it  because — as  a  Tory  Member 
has  said — this  House  is  honeycombed  and 
moth-eaten  with  company  promoters  1 
Is  the  company  promoting  interest  in  this 
House  so  strong  as  to  prevent  legislation 
being  passed  to  stop  a  gross  system  of 
mean,  cowardly,  and  debasing  fraud  1 
Here  we  have  the  strongest  Government 
of  this  century,  with a  majority  of  150  be- 
hind them,  practically  confessing  that 
they  are  unable  to  deal  with  this 
subject.  And  why  ?  Is  it  because  they 
are  only  in  favour  of  legislation  for  selfish 
and  guinea-pig  interests  t 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire):  I 
should  like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
say  whether  some  further  opportunity  will 
be  given  for  the  discussion  of  Scotch 
business.  Friday  night's  discussion 
elicited  a  very  strong  expression  of 
opinion,  which  was  shared  upon  both  sides 
of  the  House,  upon  a  point  which  I  noed 
not  mention  now.  The  discussion  was 
not  ended,  and  no  conclusion  was  come  to. 
I  therefore  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if  he  will  be  good  enough  to 
bear  in  mind,  when  he  is  considering  the 
question,  the  enormous  importance  of  this 
subject  to  Scotland,  and  to  state  to-day 
when  he  will  afford  a  further  opportunity 
for  the  continuation  of  the  discussion 
which  was  carried  on  on  Friday  night  last. 
The  discussion  to  which  I  refer  was  upon, 
the  question  of  the  Education  Minute,  and 
both  sides  of  the  House  then  argued  very 
generally  and  strongly  in  a  direction 
adverse  to  the  Government  upon  this 
point.  I  may  also  point  out  that  there 
are  several  other  Scotch  Votes  on  which 
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there  has  been  no  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussion. As  the  Half-timers'  Bill  has  now 
reached  a  very  forward  stage  in  Parlia- 
ment, I  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  there  is  a  similar  measure 
on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  a  private 
Member.  There  is  a  very  strong  feeling 
in  Scotland  that  this  is  a  question  of  much 
less  scope  and  less  difficult  to  deal  with 
than  in  England,  and  1  do  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  consider  the  un- 
enviable position  which  Scotland  has  been 
left  in  with  regard  to  this  matter,  which 
-is  one  which  has  excited  a  good  deal  of 
interest  in  Scotland. 

.  Mr.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) : 
I  desire  to  urge  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  proceeding  with  the  Clerical 
Tithes  Bill.  I  am  surprised  at  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
regard  to  this  measure,  for  he  seems  to 
have  reserved  all  his  opposition  for  this 
particular  measure.  I  hope  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  will  not  be 
frightened  by  the  threats  of  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  and  that  he  will  persist 
in  bringing  forward  this  Bill,  which  I  am 
sure  will  give  great  satisfaction  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  K)  : 
I  have  no  doubt  the  measure  alluded  to 
by  my  hon.  friend  will  give  great  satis 
faction  in  the  country,  especially  to  those 
who  wish  to  see  the  downfall  of  the 
present  Ministry.  One  might  have  sup- 
ported the  Government  at  this  stage  of 
the  session  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  limited  his  proposals  to  the  measures 
•  which  were  contained  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  for  in  regard  to  some  of  the  very 
useful  measures  to  which  he  referred  no 
exception  could  be  taken.  We  know  per- 
fectly well  what  the  present  proposal  of 
the  Government  means.  It  means  that 
useful  Bills,  like  the  Money  Lending  Bill 
— which  is  of  great  importance  to  the 
country — the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Bill,  and  other  important  Bills,  will  be 
imperilled  in  order  that  the  Government 
may  be  able  to  spring  a  certain  Report  upon 
the  House  of  Commons  and  rush  through 
this  House,  by  the  force  of  their  great 
majority,  what  is  nothing  but  the  appro- 
priation of  public  money  and  the  rating 
of  other  people  for  the  relief  of  one  par- 
ticular class  of  their  supporters.  I  hope 
hon.  Members  will  take  a  Division  against 
this  proposal,  if  only  as  a  protest  against 
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the  policy  of  the  Government  in  endea- 
j  vouring  to  repeat  the  experiment  which 
they  carried  out  in  reference  to  the  Agri- 
cultural Rating  Act. 

♦Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Not- 
tingham, Mansfield) :  I  do  not  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  championing  the  cause  of 
private  Members,  for  they  seem  to  me  to 
be  past  praying  for.  What  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  Government  is  this — if  the 
House  passes  this  Resolution  the  Govern- 
ment will  have  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  placed  at  their  disposal.  Therefore 
they  could  use  some  of  that  time  in  try- 
ing to  pass  a  measure  which  the  Home 
Secretary  has  stated  was  practically  ready, 
and  which  he  is  anxious  to  introduce. 
I  refer  to  the  Bill  for  giving  practical 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  Burial  Grounds. 
The  majority  of  that  Committee  was 
composed  of  Ministerial  Members,  but 
both  Churchmen  and  Nonconformists 
were  represented.  Now,  that  Committee 
has  arrived  at  conclusions  which  would 
form  the  basis  of  a  satisfactory  measure.. 
I  do  not  say  that  the  subject  is  considered 
to  be  wholly  uncontentious,  but  it  is  no- 
longer  a  Party  question.  I  know  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  are  as  anxious 
as  we  are  on  this  side  for  an  early  settle- 
ment of  the  question,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  will  be  a  great  pit}'  for  the  Gov- 
!  ernment  to  lose  so  favourable  an  oppor- 
|  tunity  of  dealing  with  the  subject. 
!  If  the  measure  be  introduced,  it  will  occupy 
a  great  deal  less  time  and  cause  much  less 
trouble  than  the  Bill  to  give  a  large 
amount  of  public  money  to  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  introduce  the  measure,  even  if 
they  fail  to.  pass  it  this  session,  as  I 
believe  it  would  hasten  the  close  of  a  very 
painful  and  protracted  struggle. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  am  afraid  we  shall  at  this  time  of  the 
session  have  to  leave  the  dead  to  bury  its 
dead.  Apart  from  all  questions  of  poli- 
tical differences,  it  does  seem  to  me  a  mis- 
take, at  the  advent  of  that  happy  moment 
when  we  shall  cease  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  each  others'  society,  to 
suddenly  spring  three  or  four  new  Bills 
on  the  House.  I  do  not  think  the  Leader 
of  the  House  ought  fairly  and  honestly  to 
do  it  unless  he  can  show  that  it  has  been 
rendered  necessary  by  circumstances- 
which  now  exist,  and  which  are  different 

Digitized  by  Google 


1521 


Business  of 


{19  June  1899} 


the  House. 


1522 


from  those  which  obtained  at  the  com-  j 
mencement  of  the  session.  The  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  did  not  exaggerate  in  ' 
the  least  when  ho  said  that  if  this  clerical 
Bill  is  brought  in  we  shall  take  a  most  j 
exhaustive  and  minute  interest  in  every  , 
other  Bill,  with  the  deliberate  and  open 
intention  of  defeating  this  Bill  so  far  as 
we  can  possibly  do  it  by  effluxion  of 
time.  I  never  conceal  the  fact  when  I 
am  obstructing.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, if  a  Bill  of  this  kind  is  brought  in 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  we  shall 
have  a  right  to  render  it,  so  far  | 
as  we  possibly  can,  impossible  for  the  j 
Government  to  pass  it.  We  on  this  side  j 
may  differ  from  the  views  of  the  Govern-  • 
ment,  but  they  have  a  large  majority,  and  I 
if  they  brought  in  a  Bill  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  I  should  not  attempt 
to  obstruct  it ;  but  this  Bill  was  not 
alluded  to  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  I 
certainly  gathered  from  the  observations 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  a 
deputation  a  little  while  ago  that  it  was 
not  intended  to  legislate  on  this  matter 
this  year.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  that  he  would 
not  include  the  money  required  for  it  in 
his  Budget,  and  he  did  not  give  the 
slightest  hint  that  this  Bill  was  to  be 
brought  in.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
does  appear  to  me  to  be  a  mistake — and 
I  say  it  not  from  any  Party  feeling — to 
bring  in  at  this  time  of  the  session  a  Bill 
of  such  a  very  controversial  nature.  There 
was  one  Bill  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  alluded,  but  he  did  not  say  he 
would  attempt  to  pass  it,  and  that  is  the 
Money  Lending  Bill.  That  Bill  is  in  a 
very  different  position.  The  subject  was 
referred  to  a  very  able  Committee  last 
session,  many  witnesses  were  heard,  and 
a  Report  which  I  believe  was  unanimous 
was  communicated  to  the  House.  The 
Bill  was  alluded  to  in  the  Queen's  Speech. 
I  refer  to  the  matter  myself  because  I 
very  much  regret  that  my  hon.  friend  who 
took  such  an  active  and  able  interest  in  it 
is  awsy.  The  Bill  has  already  passed  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  take  a  very  long  time  to  pass 
through  this  House.  It  would  do  a  very 
large  amount  of  good,  and  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  tell  us  that  he 
is  not  going  to  push  forward  this  clerical 
Bill  of  which  we  know  nothing  at  present, 
and  that  he  will  give  facilities — for  it  is  a 
Government  measure — for  passing  the 
Money  Lending  Bill. 


•Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottinghamshire, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  with  reference  to  the  Beard 
of  Education  Bill,  if  he  cannot  name  the 
time  when  he  proposes  to  introduce  it, 
whether  he  would  tell  us  how  much  notice 
he  will  give.  I  wish  also  to  associate 
myself  with  all  that  has  been  said  as  to 
the  undesirability  of  springing  on  the 
House  of  Commons  on  this  the  19th  day 
of  June  such  a  controversial  matter  as 
the  Clergy  Bill.  I  go  further  than  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition, and  say  that  no  really  controversial 
Bill  should  be  announced  or  brought  for-, 
ward  by  the  Government  after  Whitsun- 
tide. I  yield  to  no  man  in  my  admiration 
of  some  of  the  qualities  of  the  Leader 
of  the  House,  but  I  am  bound 
to  say  that,  compared  with  some  of 
his  predecessors,  of  whom  I  have  seen 
five  or  six,  he  fails  sometimes — I  say 
so  with  all  respect  —  as  regards  the 
ordinary,  everyday,  humdrum  business  of 
the  House  in  the  matter  of  procedure: 
The  only  way  in  which  we  can  have 
that  reasonable  certainty  which  everyone 
desires  is  for  the  Government,  between 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  to  get  forward 
with  the  Second  Readings  of  their  larger 
Bills  and  some  of  their  minor  Bills, 
to  utilise  the  Grand  Committees  in  the 
way  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the'  Forest  of  Dean,  and 
then  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible 
with  nothing  but  Committee  work  after 
Whitsuntide.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  given  a  great  measure  of  reasonable 
certainty  with  regard  to  Supply  —  I 
congratulate  him  very  much  on 
it  —  and  he  gives  us  a  reason- 
able notice  of  a  week  or  ten  days  as 
to  what  Supply  is  to  be  taken  on  Fri- 
days. I  would  venture  to  very  respect- 
fully suggest  whether  he  would  not  give 
us  next  session  a  reasonable  certainty  also 
in  regard  to  other  business.  The  worst 
thing  any  Government  can  do  is  to 
announce  in  the  later  days  in  June  a  Bill 
which  will  be  a  very  controversial  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  AETHUR  J.  MOORE  (Deny 
City) :  I  desire,  before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answers  all  those  questions,  to 
join  with  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  in  urging  on  him  the  extreme 
necessity  of  pressing  forward  the  Agricul- 
ture and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland) 
Bill.    This  is  of  the  very  greatest  import 
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ance,  and  anyone  who  has  any  knowledge 
of  the  magnificent  work  done  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Dublin,  without 
any  Government  assistance,  must  see 
that  there  is  a  great  future  on  the  same 
lines  which  this  Bill  proposes.  I  dare- 
say it  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
the  Bill  very  closely,  and  to  press  on  the 
Government  certain  modifications  in  Com- 
mittee, but  I  earnestly  hope  that  this  Bill 
may  not  be  abandoned.  It  is  a  very 
important  Bill,  which  is  earnestly  desired, 
not  only  by  the  large  towns,  particularly 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  but  also  by  the 
agricultural  districts  in  the  West  of 
Ireland.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  be  able  to  assure  us  that  he  is  in  a 
position  to  fix  an  early  date  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  had  a 
large  number  of  critics — kindly  critics  I 
admit — in  the  course  of  this  Debate,  and 
they  belong  to  various  classes.  There  are 
gentlemen  who  think  we  have  brought 
forward  too  many  Bills,  there  are  gentle- 
men who  think  we  have  not  brought  for- 
ward enough  of  Bills,  and  there  are  gentle- 
men who  think  that  it  is  our  bounden 
duty  to  press  through  certain  Bills  in 
which  they  are  interested,  but  who  at  the 
same  time  say  that  the  Bills  would  require 
very  close  scrutiny.  We  all  know  that 
that  is  a  House  of  Commons  euphemism 
for  a  considerable  amount  of  debate. 
The  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last  but  one 
— the  Member  for  the  Rushcliffe  Division 
— complains  of  the  method  in  which 
Government  business  has  been  arranged 
in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  and 
says  we  have  got  into  a  tangle. 

♦Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  :  I  said  before 
Easter. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
remember  a  session  in  which  Government 
business  was  less  entangled,  and  I  have 
less  hesitation  in  making  the  observation 
because  I  attribute  none  of  the  credit  to 
myself,  and  I  gladly  recognise  that  both 
sides  of  the  House  have  seconded  the 
Government  in  carrying  out  the  work. 
The  Government  business  has,  as  I  think 
both  before  and  after  Easter,  gone  through 
with  remarkable  smoothness.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  further  says  that  all  Bills 
which  we  hope  to  make  progress  with 
ought  to  be  read  a  second  time  before 
Whitsun,  and  he  specially  referred  to  the 
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Clerical  Tithes  Bill  of  which  so  much  unex- 
pected notice  has  been  taken  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite.  I  think  there  might  be  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  for  that  course,  and  I 
might  in  the  innocence  of  my  heart  have 
assented  to  and  easily  fallen  in  with  it. 
But  now  it  appears  everything  is  to  be 
stopped  until  the  Bill  is  withdrawn,  and  I 
therefore  congratulate  myself  that  I  did 
not  carry  out  the  policy  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  read  the  Bill  a  second  time 
before  Whitsuntide.  I  am  not,  of  course, 
discussing  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
though  I  must  say  they  loom  too  largely 
in  the  somewhat  heated  imagination  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  But  there  is 
one  criticism  of  which  I  really  must  com- 
plain. Hon.  Members  talk  as  if  no 
notice  or  hint  had  been  given  that  the 
Government  desired  to  deal  with  this 
question.  It  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  the  Government  desired  to  deal  with 
it,  and  so  well  was  it  known  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  asked  me  a  question  last 
week  on  the  subject,  and  I  made  no  con- 
cealment, and  framed  my  answer  in  such 
a  way  that  anybody  listening  to  me 
would  know  that  it  was  one  of  the  sub- 
jects which  the  Government  were  anxious 
to  introduce.  It  is  a  measure  not  quite 
of  the  first  importance  in  a  Parliamentary 
sense,  but  it  is  a  very  much  needed  act  of 
justice.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo,  and  some  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  also,  asked  me  a  great  many 
questions  about  the  distribution  of  the 
time  for  Supply.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Debate  on  this  resolution  is 
on  modern  conditions  a  very  fitting 
opportunity  for  discussing  the  allocation 
of  the  time  for  Supply.  It  is  imposssible 
for  the  Government  to  give  more  time 
under  the  Sessional  Order  than  they  have 
given,  and  I  do  not  think  pressure  ought 
to  be  put  upon  us  in  this  Debate  to  dis- 
tribute such  time  as  we  have  got  more 
favourably  to  erne  section  of  this  House 
than  to  another.  But  I  must  observe 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  has 
chosen  this  opportunity  to  raise  again  the 
criticisms  he  has  more  than  once  delivered 
on  the  introduction  by  the  Government 
of  Bills  under  the  Ten-Minutes  Rule.  It 
appears  to  me  that  any  Bill  which  is  not 
of  a  long  and  complicated  character  may 
properly  and  wisely  be  introduced  under 
that  rule.  In  common  with  every  private 
Member  in  the  House,  he  has  the  right 
to  introduce  a  Bill  of  the  .greatest  con- 
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ceivable  importance  and  complexity,  not 
only  without  the  amount  of  discussion  and 
explanation  which  is  avoided  under  the 
Ten-Minutes  Rule,  but  without  any  dis- 
cussion or  explanation  at  all,  and  prac- 
tically without  even  the  power  of  taking 
a  hostile  vote.  I  maintain  that  in 
these  circumstances,  when  the  Government 
are  introducing  Bills  not  of  great  com- 
plexity, and  which  can  be  easily  explained 
in  the  compass  of  the  Ten-Minutes  Rule, 
it  is  really  a  judicious  and  wise 
saving  of  the  time  of  the  House  that  that 
Rule  should  be  taken  advantage  of.  I 
grant,  of  course,  that  there  may  be  great 
constitutional  issues — like  the  London 
Government  Bill — which  ought  not  to  be 
dealt  with  under  that  Rule,  but,  on  the 
whole,  I  hope  the  general  feeling  of  the 
House  is  in  favour  of  proceeding  under 
that  Rule  rather  than  reverting  to  the 
more  antiquated  and  complicated  proce- 
dure which  is  justified  in  some  cases,  but 
which  only  should  be  used  when  abso- 
lutely necessary.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  us  what  view  he  takes  of  the 
Irish  Agriculture  and  Technical  In- 
struction Bill,  and  these  differ  funda- 
mentally from  those  of  other  hpn.  Gentle- 
men from  Ireland  who  have  spoken 
strongly  in  favour  of  it.  The  Bill  is  not 
a  large  measure,  but  it  is  an  important 
one.  I  believe  all  classes  in  Ireland  desire 
that  that  Bill  should  be  passed  except  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mayo. . 

Mr.  DILLON:  What  I  said  was  that 
the  Bill  was  exceedingly  defective,  and 
that  it  would  require  very  full  discussion. 
I  further  said  that  I  would  rather  see  a 
good  Bill  passed  next  year  than  a  bad  Bill 
this  year. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Whether  the 
Bill  can  be  improved  or  not  I  will  not 
anticipate.  I  am  sorry  the  hon.  Member 
takes  the  view  he  does,  and  I  am  sure  that 
only  a  small  section  of  House  share  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  opinion. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  All  I  ask  is  reasonable 
time  for  the  discussion  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  may  differ 
as  to  what  reasonable  time  is.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Aberdeen  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  Rushcliffe  Division  of 
Nottinghamshire  asked  me  a  supplemen- 
tal question  to  that  put  to  me  from  this  side  I 
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of  the  House  in  regard  to  the  Secondary 
Education  Bill.  I  greatly  desire  to  see 
that  Bill  passed  into  law  this  session,  and 
I  will  give  adequate  not  ce  as  to  when  it 
comes  on.  I  would  not  like  to  pledge 
myself,  however,  as  to  the  number  of. 
days'  notice  which  I  will  give  when  the 
Bill  is  to  be  taken.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
'  need  discuss  the  views  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Brigg,  who  has  expressed  a  desire 
for  the  introduction  of  the  departmental 
Bills,  and,  still  further,  that  a  Bill  should 
be  introduced  on  petroleum.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wants  to  see  the  Bill,  I  might 
be  able  to  arrange  with  my  right  hon. 
friend. 

Mr.  RECKITT:  I  only  asked  that 
the  pledge  given  at  the  time  by  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, who  made  a  speech  against  the  Bill 
introduced  by  a  private  Member,  should 
be  redeemed.  On  more  than  one  occasion, 
in  answer  to  questions  in  the  House,  the 
promise  was  made  that  that  pledge  would 
be  carried  out. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  was  not 
aware  that  a  promise  had  been  given,  and 
I  should  like  to  see  the  terms  of  the 
promise.  But  if  a  promise  was  made  to 
introduce  a  Bill  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  that,  promise  of  course,  must 
be  kept.  I  certainly  cannot  undertake  to 
give  the  time  for  that  "  reasonable  discus- 
sion "  which  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  desires  for  the  Irish  Bill  in  which  he 
has  expressed  an  interest.  1  do  not  think  I 
need  say  anything  about  the  Naval 
Works  Bill,  except  that  when  criticisms 
have  been  passed  on  the  Government  for 
not  bringing  it  in  earlier  in  the  session,  I 
would  remind  the  hon.  Gentlemen  that 
the  later  it  is  brought  in  the  more 
possible  is  it  to  foresee  the  works  which 
will  have  to  be  carried  out  under  the 
Act  when  the  Bill  becomes  law.  I  do  not 
think  I  need  say  anything  more.  We 
have  been  told  that  there  is  not  time  to 
pass  the  Bills  on  the  Paper,  and  we  have 
been  also  pressed  to  bring  in  and  pass  a 
great  many  more  Bills;  but  these  two 
criticisms  are  mutually  contradictory.  It 
is  impossible,  at  the  present  stage  of  the 
session,  to  foresee  what  amount  of  busi- 
ness we  shall  get  through.  But,  in  spite 
of  the  threat  or  the  gloomy  prophecy  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  I  hope 
the  House  will  continue  the  discussion  of 
the  Bills  for  the  remainder  of  the  session 
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in  the  same  business  like  way  it  had 
shown  hitherto. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  What 
about  the  Company  Promoters'  Bill  1 

Mr.  A.. J.  BALFOUR:  That  is  one 
of  the  Bills  that  Ian  urged  to  introduce 
by  the  vety  Gentleman  whose  friends  tell 
me  that  I  ;cennot  pass  the  Bills  already 
on  the  Paper. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  It  is  in 
the  Lords ;  why  don't  you  bring  it  down 
here  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  are  now 
discussing  the  business  of  the  Commons, 
and  we  nave  neither  the  right  nor  the 
title  to  go  beyond  that.  My  hon.  friend 
and  colleague  in  the  representation  of 
Manchester  asked  me  whether  we  could 
find  time  for  discussing  the  Committee  on 
Municipal  Trading,  f  cannot  promise  to 
find  time  fpr  that. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
What  about  Private  Members'  Bills  ] 

Mr.  A.  :J.  BALFOUR :  It  is  far  too 
early  to  consider  whether  the  Government 
could  conceivably  take  under  their  pro- 
tection any  Private  Members'Bills,  and  cer- 
tainly I  cannot  be  betrayed  into  expressing 
any  view  on  that  subject.  Indeed  I  have 
not  any  view  upon  it ;  and  if  I  had  I  should 
be  much  too  wise  to  express  it  at  the 
present  stage  of  the  session. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  What 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  about 
the  Factories  Bill  ? 

Mr.  A*  J.  BALFOUR:  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  says  he  would  rather  see  a  large 
and  complete  measure  introduced  next 


year,  or  in  some  subsequent  s-issior,  than 
a  deficient  and  incomplete  measure  this 
session.  I  will  consult  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Home  Secretary  on  that  ques- 
tion ;  but  I  may  say,  in  the  meantime, 
that  I  understood  from  him  that,  useful  as 
a  Bill  dealing  with  dangerous  trades  would 
be,  a  good  deal  has  been  done  since  last 
year  in  framing  rules  governing  these 
dangerous  trades,  and  that  the  necessity 
of  introducing  a  measure  is  not  nearly  so 
pressing  as  it  was  when  we  had  a  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject  last  July.  But  I 
will  consult  with  my  right  hon.  friend 
whether,  after  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  anything  would  be 
gained  by  introducing  a  Bill  this  session. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  :  As  the  Notice  of 
Motion  for  the  Select  Committee  on 
Municipal  Trading  is  put  down  every  day, 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  undertake 
not  to  take  it  without  giving  us  notice 
when  he  will  take  it  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  one  of  those  resolutions  which 
the  Government  are  surely  justified  in 
taking  at  any  opportunity  they  have.  It 
is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  inquiry 
is  blocked  in  any  part  of  the  House;  but  I 
do  not  think  that,  in  submitting  to  such 
an  inconvenience,  I  am  called  upon  to  give 
a  day's  notice  of  the  time  at  which  the 
discussion  will  be  brought  on. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Perth):  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  when  the 
Clerical  Tithes  Bill  will  come  on  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  I  had 
better  not  say  anything  about  that. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  250  j  Noes, 
119.    (Division  List  No.  195.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Aird,  John 

Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot,  Capt.  J-  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  J  antes  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  J.  £.  B.  (Inverness) 
I  laird,  John  George  A. 
Balcarree,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Balfonr,  Rt.Hon.G.W. (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Btrnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
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Barry,  Rt.Hn.A.H.S.-(Hunts) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H.(Bristol 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hants.) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulpb,  Michael 
Blakiston-HousU  n,  John 


Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolitho.  Thomas  Bedford 
Bond,  Ed  vard 

lions,  r,  Hmry  Cosmo  Orme 
Bostlwo  i,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Boulr  ow,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
BowlesT.Gibson  (King'sLynn 
Brodrick,  Rt.Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montague 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Burdett-Coutts.  W. 
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Campbell,  RtHnJA-(Glaegow) 
-Cavendish,  R.  F-  (N.  Lanes.) 

Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
•Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwich) 
•Chaloner.  Captain  K.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  BtHonJ  (Birm.) 
-Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
■Charrington,  Speneer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 

Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
•Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 

Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
'Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 

Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athele 
■Comptoa,  Lord  Alwyne 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 

Corbett*  A,  C.  (Glasgow) 
•Courtney.Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  H 

Cranbepne,  Viscount 

Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
•Cruddae,  William  Donaldson 
Curzon,  Viscount 

Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-Poyader,  Sir  J,  P. 
Digby,  John  K  D.  Wingfield- 
Douglas,  Kb.  Hun.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxferd,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 

FardelL  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
<Fergusson,Rt  Ho  SirJ(Manc'r) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Tinlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robt.  Penrose- 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Metdier,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 

•Galloway,  Wiffiun  Johnson 

•Garfit,  William 

•Gibbs,  Hon.Vicary^St  Albans) 

Ciles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders  j 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E.  I 

'Goschen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(StGeo.'s)  | 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Gourley,SirEdwardTemperley  | 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 

•Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 

■Greene,  W.  Raymond.(Cambs.) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 

•Gunter,  Colonel 

Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heath,  James 
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Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Ho  are,  E.  Brodie  (Ham  stead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobbouse,  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(Bow) 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Beworth.Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hezier,  Hn.  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutton,  John(Yorks,  N.R.) 

Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
J  easel, Captain  HerbertMerton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex ) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kimber,  Henry 

Laurie,  Lieut. -Gtneral 
Lawrence,SirE.  Doming-  (Corn 
Law  son,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  SirThomas( Londonderry) 
Lecky,Rt.Hon.  William  E.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swansea 
Lock  wood,  Lt-Col.  A.  R. 
Lodei,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col  C.  W.  (Eversham 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttleton,  Hon.  Alfred 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liv'rpool) 
M'Calmont,Col.  J.(Amrim,E ) 
M'lver.SirL  (Edinburgh, W.) 
Malcalm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Edward  W.  J. 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Beresford  Valentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hn.  J.  S.  (Hants) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
More,  Robt  J  aspen  Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.Fred.  (Moniu'ths.) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  (i.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath^ 
Myers,  William  Henry 
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Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Pease,  Herb.Pike(Darlington) 
Philphotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,R.  (Lancs.Newton 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pryce-Jones.Lt.  -Col.  Edward 
Purvis.  Robert 
Pyin,  C.  Guy 

Rankin,  Sir  James 
Raech,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ridley.RtHn.SirMatthew  W 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chae.Thomsoii 
Robertson,  Herbert,  (Hackney 
Rothschild, Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.(Chelten'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 

Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sasson,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanirks) 
Sptncer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  N. 

Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
ToinIinson,Wm.  Edw. Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Usbome,  Thomas 

Valentia,  Viscount 
Vemey,  Hon.  Richard  G- 
Vincent,Col.  SirC.  E.  Howard 

Ward,  Hon.  R.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birra.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester,  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,KtHn.E.R  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Willielm 
Woodall,  William 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Young;  Commanded Berks,E. ) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes — 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstrutiier.  I 
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AUan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Ko)>ert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  KoLert 
Austin,  M.  : 
Barlow.  John  Eminott 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B  \ 
Billson,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edward 
Brunner,  Sir  John  Toralinson 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,SirCharleB(Glasgow 
Carew,  Jam^s  Laurence 
Cat-veil,  Patrick  (i.  Hamilton 
Causton,  Richard  Kn-ght 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  13  (Caithneas-sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Commins,  Andrew 
Crombie.  John  William 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Dilke,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Caj.tain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  SamuelT.  (Glamorgan) 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwiok,  Charles 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gibney,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  B. 


NOES. 

Hammond,  John  (Carlo*) 
Hayne,  ht.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Hedtlerwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H. 
Hornunan,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson- Ferguson,  JabezEdw. 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 
Kinlocli,  Sir  J.  (ieorge  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labonuhere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Leese,SirJ«.sephF.  ( Accrington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewi*,  .John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacNeiIl,JohnGordonSwift 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M  Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 

Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mendl,  Sittfsmund  Ferdinand 
Montagu.Sir  S.  (Wbitechapel) 
Morgan, J  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W  P.  (Me  tbyr) 
Morton, Edw  J.C.(Devouport) 
Moulton.  John  Fle'ofcer 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  Will  "am 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (fork) 
O'Connor  ,James(  Wick  low,  W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Maik 
O'Mailey,  William 
Palmer,SirCharIesM.(Durham 


Paulti  n,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorka) 
Provand. Andrew  Dryborjfn 
Richardson,  J.  (Duiham.S.Ej 
Roberts,  J.  H.  (Denbigh*.) 
"oljertsnn.  Fdm.  (Dnndee) 
R  )bson,  W  liam   n©  vdon 
.Samuel,  J.  (Stock ton-en  Tee) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarah.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Ktevenson.  Francis  F. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (WestmeaUt'r 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (CarmartbfaE.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philip* 
Ure,  Alexander 

Wallace,  Robetr 
Walton,  J.  Ltimn,( Leeds. &> 
Warner  Thos.  Conrtenay  T. 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  JohnCarvelKNottO 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henn 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.M 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tkllkrs  for  thf  Noes— Mi- 
Scott  and  Mr.  HaroU 
Reckitt. 


PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  2 : — 

Amendment  again  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  Commons ' 
i)  insert  the  words  'and  two  Members  of  each 
Bouse  of  Parliament  appointed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  session  in  manner  provided  by 
Standing  Orders  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament."— (Dr. 
Clark.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  their  inserted." 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  As  hon.  Members 
are  aware,  we  have  been  considering  the  ! 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  j 
Member  for  Caithness.    The  object  of  I 
that  Amendment  and  the  desire  of  its  1 


mover  is  that  there  should  be  proper  con- 
trol. That  wish  is  reflected  by  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
I  feel  very  strongly  the  advisability  ot 
having  other  persons  added  to  the  paneL 
Under  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  as  at  present 
drafted  there  is  certain  control  over  this 
matter ;  but  what  we  propose  to  do  is  to 
alter  our  Bill  in  the  sense  that  in  ever)* 
case  it  will  be  necessary  to  bring  the 
matter  before  this  House  so  that  it  will 
always  be  possible  for  this  House  to  con- 
sider any  Bill  and  amend  it,  whether  it 
had  been  opposed  in  a  former  stage  at 
the  local  inquiry  or  not.  The  exact  form 
of  the  alteration  has  not  yet  been  decided 
upon,  but  we  think  it  might  very  con- 
veniently arise  upon  an  Amendment 
which  is  down  on  the  Paper  in  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  in 
Clause  7,  page  5,  and  line  9.  The  con- 
trol which  he  suggests  in  that  Amendment 
I  can  assure  the  Committee  we  shall 
accept ;  but  there  must  be  some  alteration 
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in  the  words,  and  under  all  the  circum- 
stances I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will  not 
press  his  Amendment. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  did  not  hear  a  part 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  explanations 
and  objections,  but  I  think  I  substantially 
know  what  they  amount  to,  and  I  recog- 
nise that  this  involves  a  considerable  con- 
cession to  the  views  expressed  by  those 
who  sit  both  upon  this  side  of  the  House 
and  the  other  side.    I  also  understand 
that  in  this  and  in  other  respects  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  ready  to  meet  the 
views  put  forward.    I  understand  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  willing  to  make 
considerable  alterations  to  meet  the  ideas 
of  the  vestries,  and  I  think  that  will  be 
most  palatable  to  the  Scottish  people  as  a  | 
whole.    On  these  grounds  I  do  not  think  t 
it  would  be  well  for  my  hon.  friend,  with  j 
whom  I  entirely  sympathise,  and  whose  | 
Amendments  I  have  supported,  to  press , 
his  Amendment  at  this  stage.    I  may  say 
that  I  have  more  than  once  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  i 
the  Lord  Advocate  could  carry  through  a 
Bill  for  this  purpose  if  anyone  on  this 
earth  could,  and  I  recognise  in  the  con- 
ciliatory manner  which  he  has  adopted 
from  first  to  last  the  fulfilment  of  my  ' 
prediction  of  his  success.    I  hope  it  will ! 
be  understood  that  wo  are  not  foregoing 
any  of  our  rights  to  criticise  when  we 
think  necessary  any   points   that  may  | 
come  before  us  ;  but  on  the  main  principle 
of  this  part  of  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  1 1 
think  we  have  had  such  concessions  given 
to  us  as  to  justify  us  in  withdrawing  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  House.  ! 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  Under  the  | 
circumstances,  I  shall  be  prepared  to  with- 
draw  the  Amendment.  j 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.   CRIPPS  (Gloucester,    Stroud) : 
•The  Amendment  which  I  beg  to  propose  j 
is  put  down  with  a  desire  to  make  the 
Bill  a  practical  and  good  one.    Under  the  J 
Bill  as  it  stands  at  present  there  is  a 
statutory  obligation  placed    upon  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  House  of  , 
Lords,  and  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  , 
Means  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which 
is  quite  outside  Parliamentary  practice.  . 
I  therefore  propose  as  an  Amendment 
that  there  should  not  be  an  obligation  of 


a  statutory  character  which  might  be 
enforced  by  mandamus,  but  that  in  the- 
exercise  of  their  discretion  under  this  Bill' 
the  Chairmen  should  be  subject  in  the 
ordinary  way  to  the  rules  of  the  House, 
and  not  to  any  outside  tribunal.  I  hope 
the  Lord  Advocate  will  accept  the  Amend- 
ment, recognising,  as  I  trust  he  will,  that 
it  will  put  the  Bill  in  better  form  and 
make  it  more  in  accordance  with  con- 
stitutional precedent. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  from  '  shall*' 
to  end  of  clause,  and  insert  'if  the  two* 
Houses  of  Parliament  think  fit  so  to  order 
prescribe  all  matters  of  practice  and  pro- 
cedure which  will  enable  them  to  take  into 
consideration  the  draft  Order,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland." — 
(Mr.  Crippa.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the- 
clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  I  am  quite 
willing  to  meet  my  hon.  and  learned! 
friend  in  this  matter,  by  leaving  out  from 
the  word  "  shall "  down  to  "  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,"  in  order  to  insert  the 
words  he  proposes.  This,  however,  will* 
necessitate  a  small  Amendment  in  the 
next  line,  and  I  therefore  propose  in  line- 
11,  as  consequential  to  this  Amendment, 
to  insert  after  the  first  word  "  of  "  "  the 
Chairman  report  and."  That  makes  the- 
Amendment  perfectly  consistent,  and  at 
the  same  time  gives  effect  to  what  the 
hon.  Member  wishes. 

♦Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,. 
Rushcliffe) :  I  think  anyone  who  is; 
interested  in  constitutional  procedure 
— and  who  ought  not  to  be  1— will 
feel  obliged  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
bringing  this  Amendment  forward,  and. 
we  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the 
attitude  of  the  Lord  Advocate  with  regardi 
to  this  matter. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  think  this  Amendment  would  cut 
out  an  Amendment  which  stands  in  my 
name.  I  ought  to  say  that  I  put  down 
that  Amendment,  not  with  a  view  of 
pressing  it  to  a  Division,  but  really  to- 
understand  what  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Lord  Advocate  is.  The 
clause  appears  to  involve  two  lines  of 
procedure,  and  I  desire  to  know  what  the 
intention  of  the  Government  is. 
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Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  The  genesis  of  J 
the  proviso  of  the  clause  is  in  the  proceed- . 
ings  of  the  Select  Committee  last  year.  ! 
The  proviso  is  put  in  so  that  if  the 
.'Secretary  for  Scotland  does  know  where  ' 
the  scheme  is  opposed  he  should  hand  on  • 
his  knowledge  to  the  Chairman.  That  is  I 
the  whole  meaning  of  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  j 

The  Amendment  suggested  by  the  ! 
Lord  Advocate  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launces- 
ton)  *.  The  Amendment  that  I  propose  j 
must,  I  think,  be  admitted  by  all  who  , 
iiave  considered  this  Bill  to  be  a  reason- 
able one.    It  is  to  omit  the  words  "  or  I 
mainly  "  in  the  passage  "  if  it  appears  .  .  .  \ 
that  the  provisions  or  some  provisions  of  j 
the  draft  Order  do  not  relate  wholly  or  i 
mainly  to    Scotland."    The    effect  of 
the    Amendment    is    to    restrict  the 
operation     of  this 
business.     The  last 
Bill   says   that  this 
to  Scotland  only.  It 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
4  or  mainly  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  reallv  think 
that  there  is  no  such  danger  as  the  hon. 
Member  seems  to  foresee.  The  retention 
of  the  words  is  simply  to  provide  for  such 
undertakings  as  may  extend  a  few  yards 
over  the  border.  Surely  the  •  hon. 
Member  might  be  content  to  trust  the 
Chairmen  in  such  a  matter,  for  they 
would  never  be  likely  to  give  a  wrong 
decision  in  regard  to  it.  After  the  con- 
cessions which  I  have  already  made  to- 
day, I  hope  the  Committee  will  support 
me  in  opposing  this  Amendment,  because 
I  think  it  would  be  a  pity  to  insert  these 
words. 

Amendment  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 
In  page  2,  line  13,  after 


sert '  or  do  not 
principle  not 
ment.  "—(Dr.' Clark.) 


Scotland,'  to  in- 
it  raise  any  question  of  policy  or 
previously  determined  by  Parlia- 


Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 


Act    to  Scotch 
clause     of  the 
Bill   shall  apply 
is  not  only  called 
the  Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot-  i  » 

land)  Bill,  but  the  terms  of  the  Bill  itself  ,  06  there  inserted, 
■apply  only  to  Scotland.    Now,  so  long  as  !  ^  _._„_.„    T  ,  „  . 

the  words  "or  mainly  "  appear,  there  is  j  Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  shall  be  quite 
no  Bill  relating  to  England  which  might 1  haPPy  to  a«»pt  the  hon.  Members 
not  come  within  its  provisions,  provided  Amendment  in  the  form  adopted  in  the 
it  relates  also  to  Scotland,  even  though  1892  Bill.  I  therefore  beg  to  move  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Chairmen  is  that  it 1  msert  the  words- 


applies  more  to  Scotland  than  to  England. 
It  seems  to  me  quite  foreign  to  the 
intention  of  the  Bill  that  such  should  be 
the  effect,  but  as  it  is  at  present  drafted 
so  it  stands.  I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  what  the  effect  will 


"Or  raise  any  full  question  of  policy  or 
principles." 

The  clause  will  then  read — 

"  If  it  appeared  from  such  report  that  the 
------  of  the  provisions  of  the 


oi  uie  i/umiuiLieu  w  wiiai,  me  eneut  win  provisions,  or  some  ot  the  provisions  or  we 
be  if  the  words  "  or  mainly  "  are  allowed  i  draft  Order  do  not  relate  wholly  or  mainly  to 


Scotland,  or  are  of  such  a  character  or  magni- 


tude, or  raise  any  such  question  of  policy  or 
principle,  that  they  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by 
Private  Bill,  and  not  by  Provisional  Order." 

Amendment  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Amendment  suggested  by  the 


to  remain.  In  the  first  place,  if  a  Private 
Bill  relates  in  any  way  to  Scotland  it 
must  be  brought  into  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill.  The  consequence  is  that,  no 
matter  how  much  a  Bill  relates  to  Eng- 
land, still  it  must  come  under  the  Scotch 
Procedure  Bill  if  in  any  part  it  touches 

Scotch  interests.  That,  of  course,  would  !  Lord  Advocate  put  and  agreed  to 
be  grossly  unfair  to  the  predominant  I 
partner,  and  I  cannot  understand  why  Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Partick) :  I 
the  Government  have  departed  from  the  j  should  like  to  ask  what  the  Lord  Advocate 
plain  language  in  which  former  Bills,  if  I  j  proposes  to  do  with  his  Amendment  as 
remember  rightly,  were  couched,  which  1  to  measures  effecting  a  change  in  the 
limited  the  power  to  Private  Bills  which  ]  general  law.  We  have  now  got  » 
related  solely  to  Scotland.  ,  tribunal  that  will  consider  certain  Bills 

Amendment  proposed—  !  for  carrying  out   works,  but  it  is  » 

« In  page  2,  line  13,  to  leave  out « or  mainly.'  -  j  different  matter  when  we  have  propos* 
-(MrVtioulton.)  '      for  dealing  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
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and  it  is  necessary  to  keep  these  pro- 

f sals  under  the  control  of  Parliament, 
beg  therefore  to  move  the  Amendment 
-standing  in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*•  In  page  2,  line  13,  after  'Scotland,'  to  insert, 
•*  or  ettect  a  change  in  the  general  law.'  "— 
<Afr.  J.  P.  Smith.) 

j 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  ] 

be  there  inserted."  ! 

i 

Mr.  CRIPPS :  I  think  the  words  of 
my  Amendment  which  appears  further  j 
down  in  the  Paper,  are  very  much  the  i 
same  as  those  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member,  but  slightly  more  definite  i 
in  form.  The  words  which  I  proposed  to  I 
submit  are  to  insert  after  "  Scotland,"  "  or 
deviate  from,  or  are  repugnant  to  the  j 
^general  law."  What  the  Lord  Advocate  j 
proposes  is  that  we  should  have  some  I 
control,  in  the  form  of  a  confirmation  Bill  i 
or  some  other  form.  But  that  is  not  the  ' 
same  control  as  sending  a  Bill  to  a  special  j 
■Committee,  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com-  \ 
mittee,  and  getting  a  special  report  from  j 
that  Committee.  I  do  not  think  it  is  | 
necessary  to  argue  that  we  ought  to  keep  ] 
this  legislative  power  sufficiently  under  | 
our  own  control,  and  the  words  which  I  | 
propose  are  intended  to  retain  that  power 
in  cases  of  real  importance. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) :  \ 
May  I  point  out  to  the  Lord  Advocate  i 
that  the  effect  of  these  Amendments  | 
would  be  to  hamper  the  whole  purpose  of 
the  Bill,  because  when  you  introduce  a 
Bill  into  this  House  it  means  in  many 
cases  an  alteration  of  the  general  law. 
You  could  never  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
Corporation  of  Glasgow,   for  instance, 
without  some  little  amendment  of  the  , 
general  law,  and  I  cannot  conceive  of  any 
procedure  under  this  Bill  which  would  \ 
not  make  some  such  change. 

Mr.  STUART- WORTLEY  (Sheffield, 
Hallam):  If  I  understand  the  words  of 
the  Lord  Advocate,  they  are  not  limited 
to  the  new  cases,  but  are  so  wide  as  to 
cover  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. I  confess  I  am  a  little  afraid  to  put 
in  words  which  might,  by  including  one 
class  of  cases,  exclude  another.-  If  we  , 
adopt  the  Lord  Advocate's  words,  we  shall 
be  able  to  designate  the  class  of  cases  I 
referred  to  by  simply  passing  in  each.; 


session  a  Sessional  Order  similar  to  that 
by  which  we  now  refer  such  cases  to  the 
Police  and  Sanitary  Committee. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  has  so  well  stated 
the  case  that  I  have  really  nothing  to  add. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

.  "In  page  2,  line  13,  after  'Scotland,'  to 
insert,  'or  which  raise  any  such  question  of 
policy  or  principle.' " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  22,  to  leave  out  'that 
notices  published  and  served  and.'"— (Captain 
Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  may  say  at 
once  that  I  propose  to  pass  over  all 
questions  of  notices  till  the  Report  stage. 
I  think  the  matter  may  be  -'summarised 
thus.  We  discussed  the  question  last  time, 
and  the  feeling  of  the  Committee  was  that 
for  the  Provisional  Order  system  pure 
and  simple  we  should,  if  possible,  have 
rather  a  less  expensive  mode  of  procedure. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  matter  has  to 
go  on  as  a  Private  Bill,  it  is  quite  clear 
we  should  have  to  amend  the  Standing 
Orders  in  that  sense.  There  are  two 
plans :  either  you  have  to  have  this 
question  determined  before  notices  are 
served,  or  you  have  to  have  an  alternate 
notice.  What  I  feel  is  that  one  would 
be  in  a  much  better  position  to  give  an 
intelligent  consideration  to  the  point 
when  we  have  the  Bill  in  its  final  form. 
Therefore  I  propose,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  to  leave  over  this  question 
of  the  notices  until  the  Report  stage. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  my  name  will  really 
come  within  the  principle  which  the  Lord 
Advocate  has  just  stated,  but  if  he  desires 
it  to  be  left  over  I  do  not  desire  to  bring 
it  up  at  the  present  time.  What  I  want 
to  point  out  is  that  nothing  in  this  Bill 
ought  to  interfere  with  the  power  of  this 
House  to  deal  with  its  own  procedure  or 
its  own  Standing  Qnjgrg ^  0©^gfed- 
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ment  was  only  to  ensure  that  that  right 
was  preserved.  With  regard  to  the  inter- 
communication of  procedure,  where  the 
procedure  under  this  Bill  or  the  ordinary 
Private  Bill  procedure  is  adopted,  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  essential,  if  this  Bill  is  to  be  a 
success,  that  where  the  Chairman  holds 
that  a  particular  procedure  ought  to  be 
by  Private  Bill,  and  not  under  the  terms 
of  this  Act,  the  notices  and  so  on  which 
have  already  been  given  should  not  be 
thrown  away,  but  should  be  applicable  to 
procedure  by  Private  Bill.  1  may  illus- 
trate the  point  by  the  procedure  in  con- 
nection with  the  Light  Railways  Commis- 
sioners, where  the  entire  separation  of  the 
procedure  has  created  very  great  diffi- 
culty. I  hope  before  the  Report  stage 
the  Lord  Advocate  will  see  his  way  to 
preserve  the  control  of  this  House  over 
this  procedure,  and  also  to  make  sure  that 
when  the  Chairman  says  particular  pro- 
posals ought  to  come  before  this  House 
all  the  expenditure  up  to  that  date  in 
regard  to  notices  and  matteis  of  that  kind 
should  not  be  thrown  away,  but  be  able 
to  be  utilised  in  connection  with  the  other 
procedure. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  If  I  were  deal- 
ing with  this  Amendment  alone,  I  should 
be  perfectly  happy  to  take  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers suggestion,  but  really  I  think  the 
whole  matter  must  be  considered. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH :  The  Amendment 
standing  in  my  name  deals  with  another 
small  point  upon  notices,  which  I  am 
content  to  leave  to  the  Lord  Advocate. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Dr.  CLARK :  This  next  Amendment 
is  to  leave  out  the  last  words  of  the  clause, 
but  I  do  not  think  I  will  move  it. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  As  I  have  a  similar  pro- 
posal to  this  on  the  Paper,  may  I  say  that 
I  hope  that  under  no  conditions  will  these 
last  three  lines  be  inserted.  Nor  are  they 
in  the  least  necessary.  It  is  a  most  im- 
portant proposal  affecting  the  procedure 
of  this  House.  We  deal  with  this  matter 
by  Standing  Order.  I  do  not  think  my 
right  hon.  friend  can  find  any  instance 
where  by  Statute  this  House  disentitles 
itself  to  take  into  consideration  any  peti- 
tions. There  is  no  such  case,  as  far  as  I 
know,  in  constitutional  law,  and  I  have 
hunted  through  all  the  books,  because  this 

Mr.  CHpps. 


proposal  seemed  to  l>e  of  an  extraordi- 
narily unconstitutional  character.  The 
procedure  under  the  Standing  Orders  of 
the  House  will  practically  arrive  at  the 
same  result,  and  if  my  learned  friend  will 
accede  to  that,  and  not  seek  to  put  a. 
statutory  disability  upon  this  House,  I 
am  quite  content  with  what  he  will  settle. 
It  is  most  important  that  you  should  not 
allow  the  privileges  of  this  House  to  be- 
controlled  even  by  Statute.  I  beg  to  move- 
the  omission  of  these  lines. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  '  Parliament '  to  the  end  of  the  clause."' — 
{Mr.  CHpps.) 

!  Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

£ir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  This  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
most  important  subject,  and  I  was  rather 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Caithness  did  not  propose  to  move 
his  Amendment.  The  importance  of  the 
matter  is  emphasised  by  the  fact  that  you 
have  Amendments  from  all  quarters  of 
the  Houso  to  the  same  effect.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
has  thoroughly  well  explained  the  consti- 
tutional aspect  of  the  case,  and  I  trust 
the  House  will  accept  this  Amendment. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  did  not  move  my 
Amendment  because  we  discussed  the 
point  fully  on  the  first  clause.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  should  be  compulsory 
or  not.  I  think  after  the  Government 
have  agreed  that  everything  can  come 
before  us,  and  we  can  have  a  Report  stage 
where  it  is  necessary,  and  a  Third  Reading, 
we  should  give  way  to  them  on  this  point, 
•and  that  is  why  I  did  not  move.  This  is 
merely  raising  the  question  again  in  a 
bad  form. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  The  truth  is- 
this  Amendment  is  very  nearly  out  of 
order,  because  we  have  already  decided, 
although  we  did  not  go  to  a  Division,  that 
when  you  want  anything  which  in  the  old 
days  could  be  got  by  Private  Bill,  you 
should  apply  for  a  Provisional  Order.  It 
is  not  quite  out  of  order,  l>ecause  if  the 
Amendment  were  carried  the  result  would 
be  that  we  could  do  either.  But  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend's  argument,  if  carried 
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■out,  would  obviously  make  it  impossible 
to  have  a  Bill  to  deal  with  private  legisla- 
tion at  all,  because  all  private  legislation 
procedure  at  the  present  moment  is 
necessarily  an  infringement  of  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  of  this  House  ;  and  if  his 
position  is  right  that  you  never  can  by 
Act  tie  up  the  powers  of  this  House  in  I 
regard  to  anything  which  is  dealt  with 
by  Standing  Orders,  it  is  quite  obvious 
that  you  cannot  have  an  Act  at  all  to  deal 
-with  "private  legislation  procedure.  But 
really  this  clause,  as  it  stands,  does  not 
Alter  or  interfere  with  the  general  powers 
of  this  House  with  regard  to  petitions. 
It  simply  carries  out  what  we  have 
already  determined  in  the  "  may "  and 
shall "  discussion. 

Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Winn)  :  I  do 
not  like  to  interfere  even  with  one  word 
in  the  course  of  a  Scotch  debate,  but  I 
confess  I  always  had  a  great  dislike  to  the 
lines  now  before  us.  It  certainly  does  ap- 
pear to  me  that  they  impair  in  the  most 
important  manner  the  liberties  and  almost 
the  rights  of  the  subject.  While  I  desire 
to  concur  in  what  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  has  said  as  to  the  privileges  and 
rights  of  Parliament;  I  should  greatly 
regret,  having  regard  to  my  experience  as 
Chairman  of  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
mittee, these  lines  forming  part  of  this 
clause. 

♦MR.  RENSHAW  (Renfrew,  W.) : 
The  provision  in  Clause  1  is  so  clear  that 
there  is  really  no  necessity  for  this  sub-sec- 
tion. I  do  not  think  they  formed  any  part 
of  the  Bill  of  last  year,  and  if  I  remember 
the  proceedings  in  the  Committee  rightly 
they  were  introduced  at  the  instance  of 
the  Lord  Advocate.  I  regret  he  now  pro- 
poses to  retain  them,  because,  in  view  of 
the  clear  nature  of  the  provision  in  Clause- 
1,  it  is  not  desirable  that  these  lines  should 
stand. 

•Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
cliffe) :  I  beg  to  join  in  everything  that 
has  been  said  as  to  the  inexpediency,  not 
to  say  danger,  of  these  lines.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  it  conduces  to  the  rapid 
progress  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  Lord  Advocate  to  say  after 
you,  Sir,  have  put  it  from  the  chair,  that 
the  Amendment  is  more  or  less  out  of 
order. 
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Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  did  not  say 
it  was  out  of  order.  I  said  it  was  nearly 
out  of  order,  and  I  gave  my  reasons  for 
thinking  so. 

♦Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  :  I  thought  I  heard 
the  right  hon.  Member  say  it  was  nearly  out 
of  order ;  if  he  did  not  say  so  I  was  mis- 
taken. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
opposite  has  given  very  fully  the  constitu- 
tional aspect  of  the  matter,  and  surely  we 
have  no  right  to  limit  the  power  of  the 
House  in  this  way.  If  the  hon.  Member 
presses  his  Amendment  to  a  Division,  I 
shall  support  him  in  the  lobby. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  I  only  want  to  say  one 
word  in  answer  to  what  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate has  said.  His  view  is  that  so  far  as. 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  House  are 
concerned  they  have  been  settled  in  Sub- 
section 1.  There  I  quite  agree  with  him. 
If  his  desire  is,  so  far  as  the  individual  is 
concerned,  to  direct  the  way  in  which  he 
should  make  application  in  the  future, 
that  point  we  have  dealt  with  already  in 
Sub-section  1.  These  three  lines  have  no 
effect  upon  that,  except  so  far  as  they 
detail  the  duties  of  this  House  in  matters 
of  procedure.  That  is  to  say,  this  House 
would  be  under  statutory  disabilities  as 
regards  entertaining  such  petitions  or 
petitioners.  You  may  put  the  disability 
on  the  petitioner,  but  that  is  entirely  a 
different  point.  I  hope  the  Lord  Advo 
cate  or  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  see  that  these  words  are  unnecessary. 

Mr.  SOUTTAR  (Dumfriesshire)  :  I 
quite  agree  that  this  matter  was  dis- 
cussed under  the  first  section  of  the  Bill, 
but  I  thought  that  the  decision  arrived 
at  was  an  exceedingly  bad  decision. 
Therefore  I  am  very  glad  it  has  been 
brought  up  again,  and  that  one  or  two 
men  of  eminence  have  taken  the  side  of 
the  subject  in  this  matter.  I  feel  certain 
the  time  will  come  when  hon.  Members 
will  realise  that  they  are  making  a  great 
mistake  in  parting  with  a  constitutional 
right  of  the  subject  which  is  almost  as 
important  as  freedom  of  speech,  and 
which  has  existed  for  many,  many 
centuries.  This  is  not  the  first  time 
Parliament  has  attempted  to  infringe 
upon  that  right,  but  the  attempt  has  not 
been  successful.  The  Lord  Advocate 
seems  to  me,  in  the  present  case,  in  these 
three  lines,  to  be  adding  insult  to  injury. 
If  the  right  has  been  taken  away  by  the 
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first  clause,  why  repeat  the  operation 
here  7  I  do  hope  that  in  so  important 
a  matter  a  Division  will  be  taken,  and  I 
should  support  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  If  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend's  objection  is  to  the  form 
of  the  words,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
take  that  into  consideration  along  with 
the  other  questions  of  procedure.  As  I 
understand,  that  is  really  all  he  wants  to 
raise,  as  he  recognises  that  we  have 
settled  the  whole  question  in  the  "  may  " 
and  M  shall "  Division.  I  am  not  quite 
certain  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham meant,  because  I  do  not  know 
that  he  was  in  the  House  when  the 
previous  decision  was  come  to,  and  there- 
fore perhaps  he  has  not  borne  in  mind 
that  the  House  has  already  decided  that 
it  is  a  necessity  that  people  should  come 
by  this  method  for  a  Provisional  Order, 
leaving  it  to  the  Chairmen  to  relegate  the 
proposal  to  the  Private  Bill  procedure  if 
necessary.  Perhaps  if  I  agree  to  con- 
sider the  form  of  words  he  will  be  satis- 
fied, but  the  hon.  MemW  cannot  expect 
me  to  give  way  on  this,  seeing  that  we 
have  already  taken  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  the  question. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  In  regard  to  what  the 
Lord  Advocate  has  said,  although  I  believe 
I  am  entirely  in  accord  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Nottingham,  I  do  not  at  all 
want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  as  the  Lord  Advocate  has 

{>romised  to  consider  the  question,  I  ask 
eave  to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  entirely 
object  to  the  Amendment  being  withdrawn. 
I  do  not  see  the  use  of  wasting  time  dis- 
cussing the  question,  and  then  not  coming 
to  some  definite  understanding  as  to  what 
is  going  to  be  done.  If  the  matter  has 
been  settled  you  do  not  want  the  words, 
and  there  is  no  use  in  settling  it  twice. 

Mr.  ROBERT  WALLACE  (Perth): 
It  was  absolutely  settled  under  Clause  1 
of  this  Bill  that  it  was  compulsory  to 
come  under  this  Bill,  and  at  first  I  must 
confess  I  thought  the  last  part  of  this 
section  was  unnecessary.  But  on  con- 
sideration I  begin  to  doubt  that,  and  there 
may  possibly  >>e  cases  where  these  words 
would  be  necessary.  There  is  nothing  to 
prevent  them  coming  in  the  other  way, 
unless  some  such  words  are  inseited.  As 

Mr.  Souttar. 


I  understand,  my  hon.  and*  learned  friend 
wishes  to  preserve  certain  rights  of  Par- 
liament, and  if  that  can  be  done  better  by 
Standing  Order  or  by  some  other  words, 
we  are  all  agreed  it  should  be  done,  but  I 
earnestly  trust  the  Committee  will 
sustain  the  Lord  Advocate  in  the  view 
he  has  taken  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
something  like  this  being  inserted,  and 
reject  the  Amendment  if  it  is  pressed  to  a 
Division. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  Nothing  in  the 
words  of  the  first  clause  would  interfere 
with  the  right  of  any  person  to  petition 
this  House  in  the  usual  way  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill.  At  the  same  time  there 
is  a  constitutional  right  of  this  House  to 
listen  to  petitions,  and  if  these  words 
were  retained  there  would  be  no  power  w 
this  House  to  give  leave  to  introduce  a 
Private  Bill  notwithstanding  the  words  of 
Clause  1.  We  have  never  yet  cut  out  the 
right  of  any  person  in  this  country  to 

Si  tit  ion  this  House,  or  the  right  of  this 
ousa  to  consent  to  that  petition  by 
giving  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill.  So  that, 
after  all,  this  matter  raises  not  the  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  the  petitioner,  which 
is  involved  in  Clause  1 — we  have  decided 
that-  -but  the  right  of  this  House,  upon 
a  petition  being  presented  to  them,  to 
say  "  We  will  allow  this  matter  to  come 
in  by  Private  Bill."  This  House  has 
always  kept  within  its  own  hands  the 
right  of  anyone  to  come  to  them  direct. 
We  are  dealing  now  with  the  right  to 
come  to  this  House  and  with  the  constitu- 
tional right  of  this  House  to  say  "  Not- 
withstanding Clause  1  we  will  allow  you 
to  proceed  by  Private  Bill." 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
The  Lord  Advocate  has  promised  to  con- 
sider this  matter,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  he  might  take  into  account  the  action 
of  Parliament  in  reference  to  two  matters 
which  were  formally  settled  by  the  action 
of  the  House.  In  the  first  place  there  was 
the  matter  of  Divorce  Bills,  and  then  the 
right  of  electors  to  come  to  this  House 
with  regard  to  a  controverted  election  for 
the  decision  of  the  House.  Nothing  could 
be  more  constitutional  than  the  right  of 
this  House  alone  to  consider  such  applica- 
tions. But  by  Act  of  Parliament  this 
House  concurred  in  depriving  itself  of  that 
right  and  vested  it  in  a  Committee  of 
the  House.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Lord 
Advocate  should    in    considering  the 
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matter  take  these  analogous  subjects  into 
account. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  In  regard  to  the  con- 
stitutional principle  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bodmin,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I 
should  cite   both   his   illustrations  in 
favour     of     the     proposal     I  have 
made.    In  regard  to  election  petitions, 
the  right  is  preserved  to  this  House,  1 
although  it  would  find  it  very  inconvenient ' 
to  exercise  it,  to  interfere.     The  judicial 
part  of  the  inquiry  has  been  sent  to  a  I 
Committee,  but  a  report  has  to  lie  made 
to  this  House. 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  But  you  are  bound 
to  accept  tho  decision.  My  hon.  friend 
will  not  for  a  moment  urge  that  this 
House  could  controvert  the  finding  of  the 
Court  which  had  unseated  a  Member.  It 
must  act  upon  that  conclusion. 

Mr.  CRIPPS:  I  think  this  House 
preserves  its  control.  The  question  of 
divorce  is  an  entirely  different  point. 
This  House  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
matter  going  before  the  courts,  but  until 
the  Divorce  Court  was  instituted  there 
was  no  legal  right  for  divorce  in  this 


country  at  all,  and  anybody  who  wanted 
a  divorce  had  to  come  for  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament. So  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned, 
that  procedure  holds  good  to  the  present 
day.  When  the  matter  was  brought  for 
the  first  time  within  the  area  of  the  law 
courts  you  had  to  pass  laws  in  order  to 
allow  divorce  to  take  place  without  Act 
of  Parliament.  There  is  no  analogy  be- 
tween that  and  what  we  are  dealing  with 
here.  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will  not  go 
to  a  Division,  as  I  should  not  be  able  to 
1  support  him,  seeing  that  all  I  desire  is 
1  that  this  House  should  be  protected,  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  has  promised  to  con- 
sider that  between  now  and  the  Report 
stage. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  This  is  a  thing  which 
could  l>e  done  either  by  a  section  in  the 
Bill,  which  would  equally  affect  the  pro- 
cedure of  both  Houses,  or  it  could  lx? 
done  by  us  under  our  Standing  Orders. 
I  think  the  wiser  course  is  to  do  it  so  that 
it  equally  affects  both  Houses ;  and  this 
is,  I  believe,  the  better  form. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes, 
Noes,  72.  (Division  List  No.  196.) 


206  ; 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.SirAlexF.  ' 
Asqnith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbt.Hen. 
Atkiison,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour,  Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manoh  r)  1 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.W. (Leeds)  I 
Banbury,  Frederic  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell  ' 
Barry,  RcHnAHSinith-(Hunts 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst,  Hon.  Allen  B. 
Beach,  RtHnSirM.  H.  (Bristol)  I 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faitbfull 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Blakiston-Houston.  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
BoBcawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Bousfield,  William  Robert 
Bo wles,T.Gib8on(  King's  Lynn 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John  i 
Brook  field,  A.  Montagu 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campell,Rt.Hn.J.A. (Glasgow  j 
Campbell  -Banner  man,  Sir  H.  , 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson-  r 
Cavendish,F.  F.  (N.  Lanes.)  ! 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich)  : 


AYES. 

Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Cliamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.(  Birm . 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon  Thos.  H.  A.E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Cha«.  E.  H.  Athole 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  .John  William 
Cruddas,  Wm.  Donaldson 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Douglas,  Rt  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dun  com  be,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fardel],  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  B. 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 


Foster.  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.). 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H. 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  Win.  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrell 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gorst.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hami) ton, Rt.  Hn. Lord  George 
Hamond,  Sir  C.  (Newcastle) 
H  anbury , 1U.  Hon.  RobertWm. 
Hanson.  Sir  Reginald 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo*.. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.Hon.  CharlesH. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Houldsworth,  SirWm.  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Humphreys-Owen  Arthur  C. 
Hu'ton,John(Yorks.  N.  R.) 
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-J ebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
-•Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
J  oil  iff e,  Hon.  H  George 
Kearley,  Hudson  E 
Kennawav,  Kt.  Hon.SirJohnH. 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kin  ',  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kinloch.Si  r  J  ohnGeorgeSmy  th 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn(Swansea 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erakine 
Long,Rt.Hn.  Walter  (Liverp'l) 
Lubbock,  Rt.  Hon.  Fir  John 
Lucas- Shad  well,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M* Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur,  Williim  (Cornwall) 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'lver,  SirLewistEdinb'h),W. 
Macolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Map  pin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Martin,  Biddulph 
Maxwell.Rt.  Hn.SirHerbertE. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Thitxrraorton 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Mild  may,  Francis  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Chat.  James 


MontamHn.  J.  Scott  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  Robt.  Jasper  ^Shropsh. ) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.(Monm'tIish.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  Arthur  H. A.  Deptford 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  RtHnAGraham(Bute 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington.R.  (Lanes  Newton) 
PlatvHiggins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Rol)ert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  J. (Durham,  S.  E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton  . 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Cheltenh.) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 


Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Smith,  Jame*Parker(Lanarks. 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Ormskirk) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Tagg&rt 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm  Ed w. Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
lire,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton.  J.  Lawson  (Leeds  S.) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Williams,  JosephPowell-(Birm 
Wilson,J.W.(Worcertereh  N.) 
Wilson-Todd.Wm.H.  (York*.) 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R(B»th) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Woodall,  William 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.B.Stuart- 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arw 
Young,  Commander* Berks,!) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 
Billson,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
•Caldwell,  James 
-Carvill,  P.  George  Hamilton 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,Dr.  G.  B.  (Caithnes-sh. ) 
dough,  Walter  Owen 
Commins,  Andrew 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Du  -kworth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Samuel  T.(Glamorgan) 
F'arrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Gibney,  James 


NOES. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 
(xourley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  B. 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
H olden,  Sir  Angus 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jordon,  Jeremiah 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeil,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 

Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,SirCharle8M.(Durham 
Paul  ton,  James  Mellor 


Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Jo'eph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roheon,  William  Snowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prescwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Charles  E.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Weir,  James    alio  way 
Whi ttaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middhs  Voogh 
Woods,  Samuel 
Tellers  for  the  Noes— 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  and 

Mr.  Souttar. 


Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  2  as 
-amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  I 
had  put  down  an  Amendment  to 
reject  Clause  2,  because  I  did  not  under- 


stand it  as  it  stood  in  the  original  Bill.  The 
clause  has  now,  however,  been  so  entirely 
transformed  that  it  would  be  ridiculous 
to  take  the  course  I  had  intended.  It  is 
clear  that  the  important  stage  of  this 
Bill  will  be  the  Report  stage,  and  there- 
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fore  a  prolonged  discussion  at  this  stage 
of  the  Bill  would  be  superfluous  ;  there- 
fore I  shall  not  oppose  Clause  2  at  this 
stage,  but  I  wish  to  reserve  my  right  to 
deal  with  it  on  the  Report  stage  when  we 
know  what  the  Bill  really  is. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3 : — 

MR.  J.  P.  SMITH  :  The  Amendment 
I  propose  will  make  the  matter  simpler 
by  inserting  the  words,  "  If  the  Chairmen 
report  in  favour  of,"  instead  of  putting  it 
in  a  negative  way. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2  leave  out  lines  31  and  32,  and 
im*ert, '  If  the  Chairmen  report  in  favour  of.' " 
—(Mr  Pa  kcr  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  lines  31  and 
32  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  am  afraid 
that  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  accept  the 
words  of  my  hon.  friend's  Amendment. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  I  think  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate will  agree  with  me  that  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  should  not  be  allowed  to 
grant  a  Provisional  Order  unless  he  has 
satisfied  the  Chairmen  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.  I  think  it  is  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  words,  but  the  Lord  Advocate 
cannot  really  mean  to  allow  this  pro- 
cedure to  be  adopted  without  some  inti- 
mation to  the  Chairmen.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  consider 
whether  the  words  would  not  allow  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  to  proceed  with- 
out a  Report  being  made,  and  whether  it 
is  not  a  proper  thing  to  do  to  keep 
within  the  ordinary  procedure  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  There  is  no  com- 
pulsion under  the  Bill  for  the  Chairman  to 
give  a  Report  at  all.  Whether  this  House 
may  insist  upon  this  being  done  is  a 
matter  wo  have  not  to  deal  with  now. 
After  the  Amendment  has  been  put  in 
the  clause  there  might  not  be  any  Report 
at  all  made,  and  the  result  would  be  that 
the  whole  thing  would  be  at  a  standstill. 
In  the  interest  of  procedure  I  do  think 
that  the  words  in  *the  Bill  are  absolutely 
necessary. 

VOL.  LXXIT.      [Fourth  Series.] 


Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH:  If  such  a  case 
occurs,  and  no  Report  is  made,  it  is  better 
that  the  Bill  should  come  before  this 
House. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  (Hawick 
Burghs) :  If  there  is  no  opposition  to  a 
Bill  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land should  put  the  promoters  to  the 
expense  of  going  through  the  whole  of 
these  formalities  of  bringing  up  witnesses 
and  engaging  counsel  on  the  spot. '  I  beg 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  37,  to  leave  out  from 
'  shall '  to  '  direct,'  in  line  39."— (Mr.  Tliomat 
Shaw.) 

Question  proposed — "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  It  appears  to 
me  that  upon  this  point  my  hen.  and 
learned  friend  and  myself  must  bo  at 
cross-purposes.  The  clause  says  "  shall 
if  there  is  any  opposition."  We  are  all 
agreed  that  if  there  is  any  opposition 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  ought  to 
direct  an  inquiry.  The  clause  also 
goes  on  to  provide  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  may  order  an 
inquiry  in  any  case  where  he  thinks 
that  an  inquiry  is  necessary.  Does 
my  hon.  friend  wish  to  insist  upon  an  in- 
quiry if  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  con- 
siders that  an  inquiry  is  unnecessary  ?  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  my  hon.  friend 
does  not  really  wish  that.  If  there  is  no 
opposition,  let  them  have  the  Bill ;  but 
surely  there  are  a  great  many  cases  in 
which  you  are  not  entitled  to  have  your 
Bill,  although  nobody  objects,  for  I  think 
the  preamble  of  a  Bill  should  be  proved. 
There  are  certain  facts  which  ought  to  be 
proved  in  all  cases  before  you  get  your 
Bill. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  have 
an  Amendment  in  identical  terms  to  the 
one  which  has  been  moved  by  my  hon. 
friend.  I  understand  that  the  local 
inquiry  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  inquiry 
before  the  Committee.  You  are  propos- 
ing to  create  an  inquiry  before  a  panel 
which  will  have  all  the  apparatus  now  in 
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existence,  and  what  we  ask  ourselves  now 
is,  why  is  it  necessary  in  the  case  of  an 
unopposed  measure  under  the  new  system 
that  there  should  be  an  inquiry  when  it  is 
not  necessary  in  the  case  of  an  unopposed 
Bill  under  the  present  system  1  We  desire 
that  there  should  not  be  introduced  into 
this  Bill  as  part  of  the  new  system  a 
formal  inquiry  which  was  found  to  be 
unnecessary  under  the  old  system. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  It  is  quite 
true  that  in  the  case  of  an  unopposed  Bill 
there  is  no  inquiry  at  present,  but  then 
you  have  opportunities  of  control  which 
are  now  possessed  by  this  House.  But 
suppose  1  put  in  the  words  which  my 
hon.  friend  has  suggested.  Hon.  Members 
would  then  be  able  to  get  up  and  say,  "  It 
is  all  very  well  for  this  House  to  do  this  ; 
here  you  are  going  to  allow  a  tribunal 
on  the  spot,  under  the  direction  of  a 
Government  Department,  and  is  it  safe 
to  allow  that  without  an  inquiry  where 
there  are  proper  circumstances  for  an 
inquiry  to  be  held  ? "    There  is  no  coni- 

Eulsion  put  upon  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
ind  to  hold  an'  inquiry,  and  if  he  does 
direct  an  inquiry  and  the  tribunal  reports 
against  it  he  cannot  grant  the  Order  at  all. 
Therefore,  so  far  from  increasing  his  powers 
this  really  diminishes  them.  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  general  feeling  of  the 
House  would  have  been  rather  in  favour 
of  making  an  inquiry  possible  wherever 
there  appeared  to  be  a  necessity  for  such 
inquiry. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  I  quite  agree  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  the 
case  in  which  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
may  direct  an  inquiry.  When  a  Bill 
comes  into  this  House  unopposed  we  have 
the  Second  Reading  stage  at  which  matters 
of  this  kind  may  be  referred  to.  I  can 
myself  quite  conceive  many  cases  in  which 
it  should  be  possible  for  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  to  direct  an  inquiry.  I  think 
the  greatest  danger  to  a  community  often 
arises  in  an  unopposed  Bill,  and  I  think  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  should  have  the 
power  where  he  has  the  least  doubt  to 
direct  an  inquiry,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  no  one  has  appeared  in  opposi- 
tion in  answer  to  the  notices  which  have 
been  issued. 
mWMJ 

Mr.  COURTNEY :  At  present  in  the 
case  of  an  unopposed  Bill  there  is,  under 
the  existing  Standing  Orders,  a  provision 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson. 


!  enabling  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
\  Means  to  recommend  to  the  House  in 
matters  of  unopposed  Bills  that  they 
should  be  treated  as  opposed  Bills  if  he 
thinks  the  reasons  are  sufficient  for  him 
to  act  upon.  So  that  there  is  at  the 
present  time  the  possibility  of  directing 
that  an  unopposed  Bill  shall  be  treated 
as  an  opposed  Bill,  and  that  is  precisely 
the  power  which  we  desire  to  see  given 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

♦Mr.  RENSHAW :  I  think  it  is  desirable 
that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should 
have  an  option  in  the  matter,  because  it 
is  obvious  that  in  some  cases  questions 
might  arise  as  to  the  desirability  of  an 
Act  appl}  ing  to  some  particular  locality 
powers  which  had  been  obtained  for 
another  locality,  but  which,  in  the  public 
interest  it  was  undesirable  should  be 
extended  to  perhaps  a  smaller  locality, 
or  one  differently  situated.  Difficulties 
of  this  sort  could  be  avoided  if  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  exercised  this 
power.  I  think  that  is  a  very  important 
matter. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  observations,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  an  inquiry  may  be 
necessary  although  there  is  no  opposition. 
As  my  hon.  friend  behind  me  said,  there 
may  be  some  public  interests  involved 
which  may  require  an  inquiry.  But 
where  I  think  there  is  a  great  difference 
between  the  Lord  Advocate  and  my  two 
hon.  friends  is  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
appears  to  look  on  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  as  the  equivalent  for  the  House 
of  Commons,  which  he  is  not.  At  present 
an  unopposed  Bill  in  its  different  stages 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  there  are  many  opportunities  of 
finding  out  anything  that  may  be 
objectionable  in  it.  It  is  proposed  that 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should  deter- 
mine whether  there  should  be  a  further 
inquiry  and  a  further  impediment 
in  the  way  of  an  unopposed  Bill, 
but  is  he  the  proper  person  to  have 
that  power  ?  The  Secretary  for  Scotland 
is  a  political  officer  at  the  head  of  a  publie 
Department,  and  we  cannot  always  he 
certain  that  he  will  take  the  same  general 
view  of  questions  as  would  be  taken  by 
the  House  of  Commons  or  by  some 
Committee  of  the  House  to  which  its 
powers  are  delegated     I  think  it  would 
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~be  safer  in  this  respect  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  Chairmen.  Let  them  have 
the  power  of  deciding  whether  a  Bill, 
Although  unopposed,  ought  to  be  the  sub- 
ject of  further  inquiry.  I  wish  to  speak 
with  all  respect  not  only  of  the  present 
Secretary  for  Scotland  but  of  all  Secre- 
taries for  Scotland,  but  I  have  a  little 
lurking  suspicion  that  sometimes  they 
.may  be  moved  by  reasons  of  their  own  to 
2take  a  particular  action  in  reference  to  a 
Private  Bill,  and  on  that  ground  I  think 
.it  would  "be  safer  and  more  in  accordance 
-with  past  practice  and  constitutional  prin- 
-ciples  if  this  power  of  putting  a  great  im- 
pediment and  great  expense  on  persons 
promoting  a  Private  Bill  should  be  con- 
ferred on  the  Chairmen,  or  should  be 
•dealt  with  in  some  other  way  to  that  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  I  do  not  wish 
to  introduce  a  discordant  note  into  the 
pleasant  proceedings  of  this  Committee, 
but  I  desire  to  point  out  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  would  be  master  of  the 
whole  proceedings.  He  could  issue  the 
Order  with  such  observations  as  he  chose, 
And  after  all  he  would  be  in  precisely  the 
same  position  as  the  official  chief  of  any 
•other  Department  which  has  the  power 
of  issuing  Provisional  Orders,  such  as  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  I  am  not  asking  any 
{Superior  position  for  the  Secretary  for 
.Scotland,  but  I  am  putting  him  in  the 
•ordinary  position  of  a  chief  of  a  Depart- 
ment which  has  power  to  issue  Provisional 
Orders. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  I  certainly 
have  no  desire  to  put  the  House  to  an 
unnecessary  Division.  The  control  that 
the  House  will  have  will  ultimately 
largely  depend  on  the  shape  in  which  the 
Bill  emerges  from  Committee,  and  I  shall 
-accordingly  reserve  any  further  action 
until  the  Report  stage.  I  am  at  one 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  regards 
the  expediency  on  public  grounds  of 
having  a  small  supplementary  inquiry, 
"but  what  I  desire  to  avoid  is  that  any 
-officer  of  State  should  have  the  power  of 
turning  an  unopposed  Bill  practically 
into  an  opposed  measure,  and  inflict 
•expense  on  the  promoters. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  move  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  my  name,  in  order 


to  get  from  the  Lord  Advocate  an  ex- 
planation of  the  modified  proposals  of  the 
Government.  My  proposal  is  to  leave 
out  "  Commissioners,"  in  order  to  insert 
"a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  appointed  by  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee."  That  would  enable 
the  panel  to  be  composed  of  Scottish 
Peers  and  Scottish  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  should  like  to  hear  from  the 
Lord  Advocate  an  explanation  of  the 
Amendments  which  stand  in  his  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  3,  line  1,  to  leave  out  *  Com- 
missioners/ and  insert  *  a  Joint  Committee  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  appointed  by  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee.'" — (Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
1  Commissioners  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  The  scheme  of 
the  Bill  as  it  originally  stood  was  that 
there  should  be  a  panel  of  25  persons,  the 
only  criterion  being  that  they  were  to  be 
men  of  affairs,  and  Members  of  Parliament 
should  be  nominated  on  the  panel  before 
they  could  serve  on  committees  of  inquiry. 
During  the  Debate  on  the  Second  Reading 
an  appeal  was  made  by  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  we  should  consider  the 
desirability  of  having  this  work  done  by 
Members  of  Parliament,  and  J  told  him 
that  I  would  be  glad  to  meet  his  views, 
although  I  could  not  go  the  whole  way  in 
the  direction  indicated.  Then  I  put  down 
the  Amendment  whiehstands  in  my  name. 
I  took  the  bulk  of  what  I  consider  the 
very  excellent  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  North  Ayrshire, 
namely,  that  instead  of  putting  Members 
of  Parliament  on  this  panel  we  should 
make  them  eligible  as  Commissioners, 
and  then  have  other  Commissioners  as 
well,  giving  a  hint  to  the  selecting  parties 
that  they  should  use  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment whenever  they  could  get  them. 
Since  the  Amendment  appeared  on 
the  Paper  I  have  gathered  that  it  would 
certainly  be  very  agreeable  to  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
if  I  put  in  words  of  preferential  import, 
and  accordingly  that  is  what  I  propose 
to  do.  Hon.  Members  will  feel  that  I  nave 
gone  as  far  as  I  can,  and  that  I  cannot  quite 
go  the  length  of  cutting  out  other  people, 
because  then  our  scheme  might  break 
down.  There  are  practically  three 
schemes  on  the  Paper.  The  scheme  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Bridge- 
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ton  Division  has  no  ordinary  panel.  He 
does  not  take  outsiders  at  all,  but  he  takes 
50  Peers  and  50  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  divides  them  into  50 
groups  of  two  each.  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Border 
Burghs  takes  all  Scotch  Members  of 
Parliament  and  15  Scotch  Members  of  the 
House  of  Lords ;  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kincardineshire  takes  20  Peers,  20  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  10 
other  persons,  and  provides  for  five  Chair- 
men. The  scheme  which  we  propose  to 
submit  to  the  House  as  a  compromise  is 
based  on  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Ayrshire.  We  pro- 
pose to  make  Members  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  eligible  as  Commissioners, 
to  take  25  other  persons,  and  to  put  in 
words  of  preferential  selection.  With 
that  explanation  I  will  read  exactly  how 
Clauses  4  and  5  will  stand  if  my  Amend- 
ment is  carried.  Clause  4  will  be  as 
follows : — 

"  On  or  tefore  the  first  day  of  January  next 
after  commencement  of  this  Act  there  shall  he 
formed  a  panel  of  persons  (hereinafter  referred 
to  as  the  panel)  qualified  by  experience  of 
affairs  to  act  as  Commissioners  under  this  Act. 
The  panel  shall  be  formed  in  manner  follow- 
ing ;  that  is  to  say  :— (a)  The  Chairmen,  acting 
jointly  with  the  "Secretary  for  Scotland,  after 
such  preliminary  inquiries  as  may  l>e  neces- 
sary, shall  nominate  25  persons  qualified  as 
aforesaid  to  be  placed  on  the  panel  hereinbefore 
mentioned.  The  persons  so  nominated  shall 
remain  on  the  panel  for  five  years,  and  any 
casual  vacancy  on  the  panel  caused  by  death, 
resignation^  or  disqualification  shall  be  filled 
up  by  the  chairmen  acting  jointly  with  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  (b)  At  the  expiration 
of  every  period  of  five  years  the  panel  shall  be 
re-formed  in  like  manner  and  with  the  like 
incidents. 

Clause  5  will  read : — 

"  When  it  is  determined  that  Commissioners 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring^ 
as  to  the  propriety  of  issuing  a  Provisional 
Order  or  Orders  under  this  Act  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  acting  jointly  with  the  Chair- 
men, shall,  with  due  regard  to  the  character 
and  magnitude  of  the  provisions  in  the  pro- 
•  posed  Order  or  Orders,  appoint  as  Commis- 
siojiers  three  persons  being  Members  of  either 
House  of  Parliament,  or  in  default  of  such 
Memlwr  or  Meml>ers  willing  to  serve  being 
a  person  or  j>ersons  nominated  on  the  panel, 
and  shall  at  the  same  time  nominate  one  such 
person  or  Memlwr  as  chairman." 

I  think  I  have  made  it  clear  that  there 
shall  be  preferential  selection  of  Members 
of  Parliament,  and  that  at  the  same  time 
our  scheme  shall  not  break  down  in  the 
event  of  their  not  being  available. 

(;. :.:  .r«». 


♦Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  to  the 
various  schemes  on  the  Paper,  but  any- 
one can  see  that  any  of  them  is  infinitely 
more  satisfactory  as  regards  one  important 
point  than  his  scheme.  He  proceeds  on 
the  assumption  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  and  the  Chairmen  shall  do  this 
work.  Why  not  use  the  machinery  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  If  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  wants  a  panel,  I  am  content  to 
have  a  panel  as  a  stand  by,  but  why 
should  we  not  have  a  Committee  appointed 
in  the  same  way  as  a  Committee  of  this. 
House  1  The  Chairmen  have  nothing  to- 
do  in  the  appointment  of  Committees, 
that  work  being  done  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection.  On  the  Second  Reading  I 
moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  practically 
exclude  Scottish  Members  from  con- 
sidering Scottish  Private  Bill  legislation. 
There  is  a  long  standing  ride  of  the 
Committee  of  Selection  excluding  Scot- 
tish Members  from  the  consideration  of 
Scottish  Bills.  In  the  Amendment  I  have 
placed  on  the  paper  I  have  expressly 
barred  that  custom,  and  my  proposal  is 
that  in  nominating  Peers  or  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  various 
panels  under  this  Act  the  Committees  of 
Selection  shall  not  have  regard  to  any 
precedent  or  usage  excluding  Scottish 
Peers  or  Members  representing  Scottish 
constituencies  from  serving  on  committees 
on  Scottish  Private  Bills,  but  shall  have 
regard  solely  to  the  fact  of  their  having 
no  personal  or  local  interest  in  orders 
likely  to  be  proposed  in  connection  with 
the  group  of  counties  in  respect  of 
which  each  panel  is  nominated.  What 
I  consider  an  essential  point  is  that 
the  Committee  of  Selection  should 
nominate  the  panel,  and  that  it 
should  be  nominated  so  as  not  to 
exclude  Scottish  Members.  It  was 
urged  in  the  course  of  the  Debate 
on  the  Second  Reading  that  there  were 
many  considerations  for  including 
Scottish  Members,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  assented  to  what  was  said  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
that  if  we  could  get  a  Parliamentary 
tribunal  it  would  be  eminently  satisfac- 
tory and  would  command  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  Scotland.  The  only 
objection  put  forward  by  the  noble  Lord 
was  that  we  could  not  get  Members  of 
either  House  to  serve,  that  it  would  be 
extremely  inconvenient  to  have  to  go 

Digitized  by  VjOOg IC 


1557        Private  Legislation       {19  June  1899}     Procedure  (Scotland)  BUI.  1558 


down  to  local  inquiries,  and  that  there- 
fore there  should  be  a  panel  of  outside 
persons.  The  basis  of  my  proposal  is 
that  we  should  give  the  Parliamentary 
panel  a  chance  exactly  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  now  proposes,  and  that  failing 
that  we  should  have  the  fancy  panel 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  has  so  elaborately  devised, 
selected  in  any  way  he  chooses,  which 
would  be  a  supplemental  panel  to  be  called 
on  in  case  Members  of  Parliament  could 
not  be  got  to  serve.  I  do  not  believe 
(here  will  be  the  smallest  difficulty  in 
getting  Members  of  Parliament  to  serve, 
but  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  place  a 
bar  on  the  exclusion  of  Scottish  Members 
or  Peers.  '  You  will  get  Members  to 
serve  if  you  select  a  panel  large  enough, 
and  the  Members  who  will  be  willing  to 
serve  will  have  a  sufficient  knowledge  of 
Scottish  affairs  to  make  an  investigation 
of  the  sort  proposed  a  matter,  not  of 
drudgery,  but  of  interest.  The  radical 
fault  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  pro- 
posal appears  to  me  to  be  that  the  selec- 
tion is  to  be  made,  not  by  the  tribunal 
entrusted  by  this  House  to  select 
Members  to  serve  on  Parliamentary 
Committees,  but  by  a  new  tribunal 
consisting  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
■and  the  Chairmen  of  the  two  Houses,  who 
have  no  special  knowledge  of  the  subject, 
and  upon  whom  the  duty  is  imposed  for 
the  first  time.  I  must  say  it  is  a  most 
invidious  function.  It  is  not  a  matter  of 
principle,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  adopting 
existing  machinery  instead  of  the  novel 
and  revolutionary  machinery  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  We  should 
hand  over  the  selection  to  the  Committee 
of  Selection,  and  we  should  ensure  that 
the  fact  of  a  Member  being  a  Scottish 
Member  should  not  be  a  bar  to  his  serving 
on  the  proposed  Committees.  The  work 
of  these  Committees  would  not  be  hard. 
There  were  only  twelve '  Bills  brought 
forward  last  Session  to  which  this  pro- 
posal would  apply,  and  the  Railway 
Commissioners  dispose  of  their  business 
at  the  rate  of  one  measure  per  day. 
Accordingly  I  do  not  see  any  chance 
whatever  of  the  supplemental  panel 
being  called  on,  but  I  have  not  the 
smallest  objection  to  its  existence.  But  the 
selection  of  the  Parliamentary  panel 
should  be  made  in  accordance  with 
Parliamentary  practice,  and  a  Committee 
nominated  by  the  Committees  of  Selection 
would  command  very  much  more  public 


confidence  in  Scotland  than  a  Committee 
selected  by  the  Chairmen  of  the  two  Houses, 
who,  from  their  position,  have  absolutely  no 
special  knowledge  as  to  the  qualifications 
of  Members  of  Parliament. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  presume  this  is  only  a  preliminary  dis- 
cussion, and  that  the  time  will  come  to 
consider  the  whole  details  of  the  plan 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Lord 
Advocate  will  submit  to  the  Committee. 
I  must  say  that  his  proposal  seems  to 
meet,  to  a  large  extent,  the  views  we 
have  expressed  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
and  I  thank  the  Government  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  going  so  far  in 
that  direction.  It  would,  of  course,  have 
been  more  agreeable  to  our  desires  if 
there  had  been  a  possibility  of  confining 
the  panel  to  Scotch  Members  and  Scotch 
Peers.  There  may  be  a  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  that,  but  I  think  that  my  hon. 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down  was 
justified  in  the  hope  he  expressed 
that  it  would  be  distinctly  understood — 
whether  explicitly  inserted  in  the  Bill  or 
not — that  there  would  be  no  bar  against 
Scotch  Members,  sitting  on  these  Com- 
mittees. I  do  not  believe  myself  that 
there  is  any  substantial  objection  to  their 
sitting  even  now.  It  may  have  been  the 
practice  to  avoid  the  appointment  of 
Scotch  Members  sitting  on  Scotch  Bills 
lest  they  should  be  in  some  way  con- 
nected with  the  interests  involved ;  but  I 
think  it  is  very  necessary  that  we  should 
know  that  they  are  eligible  to  serve.  It 
is  only  right  that  they  should  be  so, 
because  it  is  from  among  them  that  we  are 
most  likely  to  get  willing  victims  for 
these  new  duties.  There  is  another  little 
point  in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Parliamentary  panel  that  I  should  like 
cleared  up,  and  that  is,  Are  the  Peers  and 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
be  mixed  up  hotch-potch,  and  is  the  panel 
to  be  made  out  from  them  irrespective 
of  what  their  origin  is  ?  For  I  think  we 
ought  not  to  have  a  panel  composed 
entirely  of  Peers.  Each  Committee,  in 
my  opinion,  should  be  composed  of  four 
Members,  two  being  Peers  and  two 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commons.  My 
hon.  friend  who  has  just  sat  down  has  also 
taken  objection  to  giving  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  even  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Chairmen,  the  power  of  choosing  the 
Members  to  serve  on  these  Committees. 
Well,  I  think  there  is  a  i_ 
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in  what  ho  said.  I  think  it  is  rather 
anomalous  to  give  the  head  of  a  public 
Department  the  power  of  choosing  the 
Members  to  serve,  especially  when  we  have 
a  well-constituted  machinery  in  this  House 
and  in  tbe  House  of  Lords,  in  the  shape 
of  the  Committees  of  Selection,  which  has 
always  commanded  the  complete  confi- 
dence of  the  respective  Houses.  Would 
it  not  be  .possible  to  introduce  their 
authority  in  the  matter  rather  than  the 
head  of  the  Scotch  Department  ?  These 
are  points  well  worthy  of  consideration, 
and  I  trust  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  provide  for  them  when  we  come  to 
discuss  his  plan  in  its  details.  I  can  only 
say  that  while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  l)een  able  to  fulfil  the  patriotic 
wishes  of  some  Scotch  Members  to  enable 
Scotland  to  do  work  for  herself  with  her 
own  Peers  and  her'  own  Members  of 
Parliament,  nobody  else  intervening,  he 
has  gone  so  far  to  meet  her  views  on  the 
subject,  and  I  hope  the  scheme  will  l>e  in 
the  main  acceptable. 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY :  I  wish 
to  thank  the  Government  for  the  con- 
cession which  the  right  hnn.  Gentleman 
has  made  to  the  feelings  of  a  large  number 
of  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  I  have  a  full  conviction  that  there 
will  Ihj  no  difficulty  in  getting  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  accept  this  im- 
portant and  dignified  public  service.  The 
objection  that  this  panel  is  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  together  with 
the  Chairmen  of  Committees,  is  not  par- 
ticularly relevant.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  tribunals  may  have  to  be 
selected  when  the  House  is  not  sitting. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I'should 
have  explained  that  I  provide  in  my 
Amendment  for  the  selection  of  the  Com- 
missioners by  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees when  the  Committee  of  Selection 
is  not  sitting. 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY :  That  is  a 
matter  of  detail  which  can  be  provided 
for  afterwards.  I  am  disposed  to  enter  a 
caveat  against  any  limiting  or  restricting 
words  which  will  have  the  effect  of 
limiting  the  choice  to  Scotch  Members  or 
Scotch  Peers.  A  number  of  Peers  in  the 
House  of  Lords  sit  there  in  a  representa- 
tive character,  and  others  sit  as  British 
Peers.  Again,  a  number  of  distinguished 
and  energetic  Members  of  this  House 

Sir  H.  Campbell- Banner  num. 


who  sit  for  English  consituencies  are 
Scotchmen,  and  I  would  not  like  to  see 
them  excluded  from  serving  on  these. 
Commissions. 

•Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire) :  I 
congratulate  the  Government  on  the  posi- 
tion they  have  taken  up.  They  have 
met  us  very  fairly.  As  I  understand  it* 
the  Lord  Advocate  has  followed  to  some 
extent  an  Amendment  I  put  dowu.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Glasgow* 
Bridgeton,  has  stated  that  Scotch  Mem- 
bers are  excluded  from  Scotch  Com- 
mittees in  this  House.  The  best  answer 
to  that  statement  is  that  all  this  morning 
I  have  been  sitting  on  a  purely  Scotch 
Committee,  and  that  there  is  also  a  second 
Scotch  Member  on  it. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  can 
only  say  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  the  rule  was  not  to  elect 
Scotch  Members  on  Scotch  Committees. 

♦Mr.  CROMBIE:  In  the  evidence 
of  the  late  Sir  John  Mowbray  on  the 
subject  he  said  there  was  no  rule  on 
the  matter,  but  the  custom  had  arisen* 
and  the  reason  was  that,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  hon.  Members,  Bills  were 
■  grouped  in  such  a  way  that  Members 
,  who  sat  on  the  Committees  on  one  group 
I  of  Sills  might  be  eligible  for  all  the 
i  Bills  on  the  group.  If  a  Scotch  Bill 
happens  to  be  grouped  with  English 
Bills,  a  Scotch  Member  might  sit  iu  Com- 
mittee upon  it.  I  hope  that  iu  any  case 
the  Lord  Advocate  will  accept  some 
Amendment  which  will  make  it  perfectly 
clear  that  Scotch  Members  are  to  l>e  put 
on  such  Committees,  and  that  they  are  to 
be  preferred  to  other  Members.  But  I 
am  not  inclined  to  press  for  limiting  the 
composition  of  the  Committees  to  Scotch 
Members,  as  it  would  be  more  likely  to 
involve  an  appeal  to  the  outside  panel 
At  present  you  work  a  Bill  upstairs  with, 
a  Committee  of  four  Members,  and  if 
appealed  to  both  Houses  eight  Members ; 
whereas  under  the  procedure  proposed 
by  this  Bill  there  will  be  four  Mem- 
bers only  employed  before  the  Provisional 
Order  passes  through  the  whole  of  its 
course.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that 
you  are  actually  reducing  the  number  of 
Members  of  Parliament  required.  I  hope 
my  hon.  friend  will  stick  to  his  Amend- 
ment, that  the  Chairmen  of  Committees,, 
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and  not  the  Scotch  Secretary,  will  elect  Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  If  the  hon 
^he  panels.  I  Member  for  Caithness  will  withdraw  his 

i  Amendment,  all  these  matters  will  come 
Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I  up  for  discussion  on  the  new  clause, 
do  not  quite  so  readily  accept  the  conces-  ■ 

sions  made  by  the  Lord  Advocate  as  my  Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar) :  I  do 
hon.  friend.  I  looked  upon  this  Bill  as  a  |  not  wish  to  delay  progress,  but  I  want  to 
useful  measure  became  it  had  a  certain  i  point  out  what  seems  to  be  one  defect  of 
Scotch  flavour  about  it,  and  for  the  life  of  1  the  proposal.  Inquiries  held  under  the 
me  I  cannot  see  why  the  Lord  Advocate  ,  present  Provisional  Order  system  vary 
should  have  departed  from  his  original  according  to  the  importance  of  the  Pro- 
intention.  I  would  rather  have  had  the  visional  Orders.  Sometimes  the  inquiry 
Bill  as  it  originally  stood  than  in  the  is  very  important,  and  in  a  recent  instance 
state  in  which  it  at  present  stands,  for  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  him- 
except  on  a  very  few  points  we  will  be  self  presided  over  the  inquiry.  But  many 
practically  where  we  were.  Take,  for  inquiries  are  held  under  the  supervision 
instance,  the  proposal  to  bring  English  0f  an  inspector  or  some  other  Depart- 
Members  into  the  panel,  or  take  again  the  i  mental  official.  That  gives  an  elasticity 
proposal  that  the  panel  may  sit  in  any  to  the  system.  It  seems  to  me  that  one 
place  they  may  choose.  My  adea  was  defect  of  the  new  proposal  is  that,  no  matter 
that  the  Committee  was  to  sit  in  Scotland  ;  what  the  importance  of  the  subject  of 
but  if  English  Members  are  to  be  on  the  '  inquiry,  the  same  elaborate  machinery  is  • 
panel  it  is  a  very  big  order  indeed  to  ask  to  be  employed, 
them  to  go  up  to  Scotland  and  sit  there 

in  judgment  on  a  Scotch  Bill.  Dr.  CLARK  :  I  ask  leave  of  the  House 

to  withdraw  my  Amendment.    There  is 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  certainly  :  one  point  which  has  not  been  touched 
mean  that  the  inquiry  shall  be  made  upon.  Why  I  am  in  favour  of  the  form 
locally,  and  I  propose  to  accept  an  ;  embodied  in  my  Amendment  is  that  when 
Amendment  which  stands  in  the  name  of  the  system  of  devolution  was  tried  some 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  years  ago,  it  was  given  up  because  of  the 
Border  Burghs,  that  the  Commissioners  ,  cost ;  for  thev  had  a  fight  in  the  locality, 
should  sit  in  Scotland.  I  a„d  then  two"  fights  in  Parliament,  which 

|  piled  up  the  expenses.    The  reason  why 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  Well,  if  we  have  local  I  am  verv  stronglv  in  favour  of  having  the 
inquiry,  and  if  English  Members  are  panel  composed  bf  two  Peers  and  two 
going  to  be  used  in  these  inquiries,  they  Commoners  is  that  when  the  Commissioners 
will  have  to  go  down  to  Scotland  to  g0  down  to  Scotland  to  hold  the  inquiry 
perform  their  functions.  That  is  a  tall  locally  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  there 
order  indeed.  Although  it  might  be  will  be  an  appeal  to  the  House,  especially 
popular  if  they  sat  in  the  middle  of  when  the  appellants  may  be  mulcted  in 
August,  I  do  not  think  that  English  costs. 
Members  will  do  their  duty  with  great  i 

equanimity  if  they  have  to  go  down  to  !    Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Scotland  in  the  middle  of  November  or 

December.  This  Amendment  shows  weak-      Clause  3,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
ness  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  It  is  , 

ridiculous  that  English  Members  should  go  !     Clause  4  :  

up  to  Scotland  in  mid-winter  to  sit  on  a  I 

little  Railway  Bill.  If  the  right  hon.  Gen-  j  *Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  rise  to 
tleman  will  consent  to  give  the  preference  I  move  the  first  of  a  series  of  Amendments 
to  Scottish  Members  and  Scotch  Peers,  1 1  which  I  have  drafted  embodying  a  scheme, 
think  he  will  greatly  improve  the  value  of  |  My  scheme  is  that,  for  convenience  in 
the  Bill.  There  is  only  one  other  point  I  distributing  the  work,  the  Secretary  for 
wish  to  enforce,  and  that  is  that  the  j  Scotland  snould  divide  the  country  into 
appointment  of  the  Committees  should  be  1  different  groups  of  counties — say  three ; 
made  by  the  Committees  of  Selection,  and  j  and  that  the  Committee  of  Selection  in 
that  the  panel  ought  not  to  l>e  appointed  either  House  of  Parliament  should  name 
for  five  years.  The  panel  ought  to  be  a  number — I  suggest  fifty,  or  it  may  be 
aPpointed  every  year.  !  more  or  less — fifty  Peers  and  fifty  Mem- 

1  "     Digitized  by LiOOgle 


1563        Private  Legislation         {COMMONS}       Procedure  {Scotland)  BUI  1564 


bers  of  this  House,  and  that  these  should 
be  divided  into  as  many  panels  as  there  are 
groups  of  counties.  When  a  Bill  is  to  be 
•  referred  to  or  e  of  these  tribunals,  I  propose 
that  the  Committee  of  Selection  shall  nomi- 
nate the  Members  from  the  appropriate 
panel.  Further,  I  propose  that  the 
tribunal  shall  consist  of  two  Members  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  two  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  the  Chairman  to 
be  alternately  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Lords  and  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  be  nominated  also  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Selection.  I  have  contemplated 
that  it  might  be  necessary  to  elect  a 
tribunal  when  the  Committee  of  Selection 
is  not  sitting.  In  that  case  the  election 
will  be  made  by  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees alone.  I  think  that  the  present 
proposals  are  somewhat  crude,  and  that 
this  is  a  matter  in  which  you  cannot  have 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  kept  too  much 
out  of  the  business  of  selection.  It  is 
most  important  that  there  should  be  no 
suspicion  whatever  as  to  any  possibility 
of  his  packing  the  Committee.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land would  do  so ;  but  if  you  had  him 
selecting,  from  all  the  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, one  Member  of  this  House,  or  two 
or  three  Members  from  the  other  House, 
you  would  have  a  Committee  in  which 
there  would  be  no  public  confidence  at  all. 
The  reason  why  Parliamentary  Commit- 
tees command  so  much  confidence  is  that 
they  are  an  impartial  tribunal  nominated 
in  either  House.  As  compared  with  the 
proposal  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  every 
one  of  the  schemes  placed  on  the  Paper 
has  the  merit  of  being  worked  out  in 
detail  and  thoroughly  thought  out ;  but  I 
must  say  that  the  Lord  Advocate's  pro- 
posal is  crude,  and  has  certainly  not  been 
worked  out  so  thoroughly  as  the  others. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  pointed  out 
that  the  words  the  Lord  Advocate  pro- 
posed to  embody  in  the  Bill  gave  us  not 
the  slightest  inkling  as  to  the  proportion 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Lords 
and  of  this  House  to  be  represented  on 
the  Committees.  It  is  a  matter  of  con- 
stitutional importance  that  the  Com- 
mittees appointed  under  this  Measure 
should  be  representative  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  the  obvious  way  to  do  that 
is  to  have  an  equal  number  of  Members 
from  each  House.  I  believe  the  proposal 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  will  require  to  be 
entirely  redrafted.  You  have  no 
machinery  whatever  for  the  representa- 

Sir  Charles  Cameron. 


tion  of  this  House  or  the  other  House  on 
these  Parliamentary  tribunals,  but  the 
selection  is  entrusted  without  any  check 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  acting 
jointly  with  the  Chairmen  of  Committees. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  it 
necessary  to  give  principle  of  equilibrium 
to  the  clause  by  inserting  some  machinery 
for  the  election  of  Members  of  this  House 
and  the  other  House  infinitely  more  elabo- 
rate than  he  has  embodied  in  the  BilL 
Whether  you  are  going  to  have  such  a 
system  of  grouping  as  I  propose,  or  not, 
it  is  most  important  that  we  should  re- 
move the  barrier  at  present  existing 
against  Scotch  Members  sitting  on  Scotch 
Committees.  It  is  said  that  there  is  no 
constitutional  disability  on  the  part  of 
Scotch  Members  sitting  on  Scotch  Bills. 
That  is  true,  but  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
experience  1  never  knew  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Scotch  Member  upon  a  group 
of  Scotch  Bills.  I  believe  if  Scotch  Members 
were  placed  on  these  Committees  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers  in  this  House 
that  they  would  serve  where  English 
Members  would  not.  But  iiv  order  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  serving  they  must 
be  upon  the  panel. 

Amendment  proposed — 

M  In  page  3,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the  words 
*  a  panel,'  and  insert  the  word  '  panels '  instead 
thereof."— [Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 


Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
'  a  panel '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  greater 
part  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  remarks  are 
really  more  appropriate  to  Clause  5  than 
Clause  4,  because  obviously  the  place  to 
deal  with  an  Amendment  of  this  kind  is 
the  last  section  in  Clause  5.  All  that  we 
have  to  do  at  present  is  to  see  how  we  are 
to  deal  between  the  hon.  Baronet's  scheme 
and  the  scheme  put  forward  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  can  assure  him  he  will  find  that 
the  Government  scheme  has  been  very 
carefully  drafted,  and  I  do  not  think  ho 
will  find  it  any  more  slipshod  than  any 
Amendment  on  the  Paper.  The  only 
question  that  arises  here  is  whether  we 
shall  have  upon  the  panel  members  other 
than  Members  of  Parliament.  I  have  al- 
ready explained  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  other  people,  and  some  word  or  other 
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ia  necessary  to  describe  other  people.  I 
-think  "  panel "  is  as  convenient  a  word  as 
■any  other,  and  the  whole  scope  of  this 
clause  is  simply  to  provide  for  the  selec- 
tion of  those  people  other  than  Members 
•of  Parliament.  Under  the  circumstances 
I  cannot  accept  the  hon.  Baronet's  Amend- 
ment. 


Mk.  DALZIEL:  I  am  sorry  that  I 
cannot,  in  this  case,  agree  with  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Baronet,  but  I  think 
that  if  his  scheme  were  adopted  it  would 
lead  to  too  great  a  complication,  and  pre- 
judice the  popularity  of  the  measure. 
With  regard  to  the  objections  of  the  Lord 
Advocate,  I  might  point  out  that  the  ' 
panel  is  going  to  contain  1,200  people  al- 
ready, it  is  to  contain  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.   I  think  that  a  great  thing  in 


this  matter  is  to  make  the  Bill  as  simple 
as  possible. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  In  forming  the 
panel,  Scotland,  I  think,  should  be  divided 
into  three  or  four  groups,  with  the  idea 
of  having  a  wider  area  from  which  you 
could  select  the  panel  with  reference  to 
any  particular  Bill,  and  in  that  way  you 
would  be  able  to  make  a  selection  without 
any  invidious  distinctions.  When  you  came 
to  a  particular  Bill  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion would  consider  the  panel,  and  in  that 
way  there  would  be  a  certain  amount  of 
limitation  in  the  selection.  The  advantage 
of  a  system  of  this  kind  would  be  that 
there  would  not  be  such  a  continuous  ap- 
pointment of  particular  persons  for  special 
Bills. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  135  ; 
Noes,  48.    (Division  List  No.  197.) 


Ashmead-Bartlett.  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bsiley,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfonr,Rt.Hon.G  W.  (Leeds) 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barton.  Dunbar  Plunkett 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Bethel],  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Blakiston-Houstoo,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brook  field,  A.  Montague 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  Jan  e« 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Charnberlain,JAusten(Worc'r 
Clare,  Octavins  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A. 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thos.  B.  (Donegal) 

Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith.  Esrl  of 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dousrla*.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford.  William  Theodore 
Duncombe,  Ron.  Hubert  V. 
Fardell.  Sir  T.  G*orf?e 
FePowes.  Hon  Ailwm  Edw. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Ban o a tyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Visconnt 
Fry,  Lewi* 
«arfit,  William 


AYES. 

Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-Gener&l 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst.Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goscben,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray, Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Hamilton,Rt.Hn.Lord  Geoige 
Hamond,  Sir  C.  (Newcastle) 
Hanhury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Heddenvick,  Thos.  Charles  H. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hntton,  John  (Yorks  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir.  J.  H. 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawrence,SirE.Durning-(Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  ( Yorks.) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Loder.  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Jxrag,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Liverp'l) 
Lorne,  Marque**, of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
Mel  lor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Middlomore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nieol,  Donald  Niuian 


Ph  ill  potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanes Newton) 
Piatt-  Higgins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Priestley.  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert( Hackney) 
Round  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell , Gen.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sbarpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Skeweb-Cox,  Thomas 
Smit  h ,  J  amesParker(  Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (St'nd) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.  (Ox.  Univ.) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
I' re,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  ( Worcestersh.  N.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart* 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndliam,  George 
Wyvill  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young, Commander  Berks,  E.) 

TlLLEKS  FUK    THE  AYES— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther 
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Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bifleon,  Alfred 
Burns,  John 

Can-ill,  Patrick  (Jeorge  H. 
Clark.Dr.G.B.  (Caithness-sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Com  tu  ins,  Andrew 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Evans,  Samnel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.)  ( 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Gibney,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


NOES. 

Gonrley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harwood,  George 
Horniman,  Frederic  John 
Humphreys  Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jordan.  Jeremiah 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  J.  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Pinkerton,  John 


;  Rickett,  J.  Compton 

j  Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 

I '  Souttar,  Robinson 

1  Spieer,  Alltert 

Stead  man.  William  Charles 
!  Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath> 
I  Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.> 
:  Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
:  Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir.  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  ( Middlesbrough) 
Tellkrs  for   the  Noes  — 
1     Sir  Charles  Cameron  and 
|     Mr.  Caldwell. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  :  I  notice  that  the 
next  Amendment  is  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bridgeton,  who  has  not  yet 
returned— to  leave  out  from  "panel"  to 
the  end  of  line  15.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Lord  Advocate  will  insist 
upon  those  words. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  I  really  think 
they  are  necessary. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  The  last 
Division  I  think,  settled  this  question,  and 
I  propose  to  leave  the  matter  with  the 
Lord  Advocate. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  Hawick  Burghs  is  not  here  to 
move  his  Amendment,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  feels  very  strongly  that  the 
selection  of  the  25  members  of  the  outside 
panel  should  hot  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chairmen  acting  jointly  with  the  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland.  In  regard  to  deter- 
mining -whether  any  part  of  the  Bill  should 
proceed  by  Provisional  Order  or  by  Private 
Bill,  it  has  already  been  pointed  out  that 
the  Chairman  had  so  much  work  to  do 
that  the  proposal  was  imposing  very  great 
work  upon  him.  You  are  here  imposing 
upon  him  a  burden  of  a  kind  which  is 
altogether  foreign  to  any  experience  that 
he  has  in  this  House.  In  regard  to  de- 
ciding under  which  method  a  Bill  should 
proceed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  Chairman  naturally  is  the  best 
authority  if  he  had  the  time  for  the  work, 
but  this  is  a  different  matter  altogether. 
What  particular  knowledge  would  the 
Chairman  have  of  people  in  Scotland  1  I 
do  not  consider  that  the  Chairman  has 
necessarily  the  requisite  experience  to 
select  men  of  the  kind  desired,  and  the 
practical  resultAvould  be  that  the  selection 


:  would  be  made  by  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land. I  quite  admit  that  very  likely  this 
outside  panel  would  not  be  required  to 
act,  as  probably  from  Members  of  Parlia- 
,  ment  alone  a  sufficient  panel  would  be 
i  found,  and  that  minimises  the  point  here, 
I  therefore  move  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  the  chairmen  acting  jointly  with  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  "  in  order  to  insert 
"the  Committee  of  Selection  of  either 
House." 

I 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  18,  to  leave  out  from  the 
first  'The,'  to  'Scotland,'  in  line  19,  and 
insert  '  Committee  of  Selection  of  either 
House.  *  "—{Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Hawick  Burghs 
would  have  moved  this  Amendment  if  he 
had  been  here.  This  clause  has  simply  to 
do  with  the  selection  of  the  outside  Com- 
missioners. I  quite  agree  that  perhaps 
the  Chairman  has  not  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
perience on  this  point.  The  alternative 
of  the  hon.  Member  is  the  Committee  of 
Selection.  Surely  the  Committee  of  Se- 
lection are  not  the  people  to  select  an 
outside  body.  They  have  just  as  little 
knowledge  as  the  Chairman  would  have, 
and  have  far  less  flexibility.  If  I  had 
been  drafting  the  clause  myself  I  should 
have  l>een  inclined  to  put  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  alone,  because  he  knows 
more  about  the  people.  But  there  is  a 
jealousy  about  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
doing  anything  himself,  and  I  am  very 
anxious  to  meet  that  feeling,  and  I  have 
therefore  associated  with  him  the  two 
Chairmen.  \r\cf\i> 
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Mb.  THOMAS  SHAW:  I  may  explain  at  j 
once  that  this  Amendment  was  put  down  ; 
as  part  of  the  general  scheme  of  Amend- 
ments which  1  laid  before  the  House. 
It  was  appropriate  to  that  scheme,  but . 
the  substantial  purpose  of  it  has  been 
served  by  the  concessions  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  I  understand  now  that 
Section  4  is  to  be  confined  to  the 
extra-Parliamentary  panel,  and  by  the 
provisions  of  Section  5  there  is  to  be  pro- 
posed a  Parliamentary  panel,  so  that 
Section  4  will  only  operate  if  the  provi- 
sions of  Section  5  should  fail  to  come  into 
operation.  .  Accordingly,  I  should  not  my- 
self insist  upon  the  Amendment,  because 
while  the  Committee  of  Selection  of  the 
House  of  Commons  is  most  appropriate 
for  the  selection  of  inter-Parliamentary 
bodies,  it  is  not  at  all  a  proper  body  for 
selecting  this  panel,  which  is  only  to  be, 
as  it  were,  a  dernier  ressort  after  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
Parliamentary  panel  have  failed. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  take  it  that  this  panel 
is  not  to  be  limited  to  Scotch  people  ;  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  may  appoint  an 
Irishman,  or  a  Welshman,  or  an  Ameri- 
can ;  there  is  no  limitation.  Hence  you 
could  not  expect  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion to  know  much  more  about  the 
matter  than  the  two  Chairmen  and  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  I  think  under 
the  circumstances  the  hon.  Member 
should  withdraw  his  Amendment  and  let 
the  Loixl  Advocate  get  this  portion,  if  it 
is  only  a  panel  pis  idler — only  to  be  used 
if  the  other  cannot  be  got. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

An  Amendment  made. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  think 
it  will  be  found  that  this  panel  is 
altogether  useless,  and  if  the  words  "  may 
if  they  consider  it  necessary "  were  in- 
serted it  would  l>e  optional  for  future 
Secretaries  for  Scotland  to  appoint  a  panel 
or  not,  as  it  was  found  necessary.  As 
the  Bill  stands  all  future  Secretaries  for 
Scotland  would  be  called  upon  to  appoint 
these  25  persons.  Therefore  I  propose 
this  Amendment,  the  object  of  which  is 
simply  to  give  the  opportunity  of 
dropping  the  machinery  if  it  is  foiuid  un- 
necessary. 

Amendment  proposed —         .  , 

"In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  out  'shall,*  and 
insert  'may  if  they  consider  it  necessary.'  " — 
(Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  word' 
1  shall '  stand  pari  of  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  hope  the 
Amendment  will  not  be  pressed,  as  I  think 
the  words  had  much  better"be  left  as  they 


;    Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  It  i»- 
1  not  worth  dividing  upon,  and  if  the  hon. 
I  Gentleman  thinks  it  will  save  his  face  to 
!  leave  it  as  it  stands,  I  will  not  press  the 
I  Amendment, 
j 

!  Dr.  CLARK  :  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  but  the  Chair- 

'  men  who  are  to  appoint,  and  they  are  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  assist  - 

i  them.      We  take   it  that  the  present 

,  Chairmen  and  the  present  Secretary  for 

I  Scotland  will  appoint  this  committee,  and 
perhaps  for  the  next  five,  ten  or  fifteen, 
years  it  may  be  appointed  ;  but  surely  if 

!  it  is  found  unnecessary  you  do  not  want 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  forming  a 
panel  which  is  never  used.  The  view  is 
that  1,200  Members  of  Parliament  should 
form  one  panel,  but  if  sufficient  Members 
cannot  be  obtained  this  other  panel  is  to  bo 

i  called  in.    If,  however,  plenty  of  Members 

I  are  found,  this  clause  might  fall  into  dis- 
use. Surely  it  might  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Chairmen  whether  the  panel 

l  should  be  appointed.    At  any  rate  the 

I  Amendment  can  do  no  harm. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  If  experience 
shows,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will,  that 
there  are  plenty  of  Members  to  be 
obtained,  it  will  not  be  advisable  to 
appoint  a  panel  of  this  kind.  For  one 
!  thing  it  is  invidious,  because  when  there 
are  certain  men  appointed  on  the  panel 
there  is  the  difficulty  of  selecting  particu- 
lar men.  It  will  also  be  a  very  awkward 
thing  to  select  a  panel  when  you  know 
perfectly  well  that  that  panel  is  not  at  all 
likely  to  be  used. 

j     Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
!  I  do  not  in  the  least  desire  to  antici- 
I  pate  anybody  else,  but   I   suppose  we 
are  now  on  the  number  of  the  panel,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  25.    Is  not  tbat  number 
excessive,  if  it  is  to  be  a  real  thing  at  all, 
and  if  those  who  are  put  upon  the  panel 
;  are  to  l>e  capable  and  competent  men  t  I 
|  do  not  say  that  25  such  men  will  not  be 
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found  in  the  kingdom,  but  still  it  is 
rather  a  large  number  for  the  purpose. 
I  would  also  suggest  that  they  should  not 
hold  the  exalted  position  in  which  they 
are  to  be  placed  for  as  long  as  five  years. 
Would  not  10  Members  appointed  for 
two  years  be  better  1  Someone  referred 
to  the  desperately  small  number  of  cases 
•that  would  have  to  be  submitted  to  this 
panel,  and  I  really  think — with  25  men  at 
the  back  of  1,200  members,  as  it  was  put 
by  a  previous  speaker,  1,225 — that  1,210 
would  be  sufficient  to  cope  with  perhaps 
the  half-a-dozen  inquiries  which  would  be 
necessary  in  the  course  of  the  year.  I 
<|uite  appreciate  the  desire  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  not  to  be  left  to  the  goodwill 
of  Members  of  Parliament,  and  that  he 
should  have  somebody  behind  them  upon 
whom  he  could  fall  back,  but  I  think  10 
men  appointed  for  two  years  would  be 
•quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pace  3,  line  20,  to  leave  out  '25 '  and  in- 
sert '  10.'Y'— (Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  1  25  '  stand 
;part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  The  reason  of 
fixing  the  number  at  25  was  to  give  a 
number  that  would  be  sufficient  to  deal 
perfectly  well  with  the  duties  to  be  dis- 
charged. I  am  not  bound  to  the  number 
25,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  10  is  rather 
few.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
phesies that  10  would  be  plenty,  but  he 
might  be  wrong.  As  to  the  suggestion 
about  two 'years,  I  think  it  would  be  a 
pity  that  the  Committee  should  have  to 
be  re-formed  at  such  short  intervals.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  25  is  too 
many,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  make  it 
20;  that  would  be  much  safer  than  10. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  question  of  prin- 
ciple. I  do  not  know  whether  this  would 
be  the  time  to  ask  whether  these  20 
persons  are  to  be  paid,  and  if  so,  in  what 
way  1  Our  feeling  towards  these  gentle- 
men would  be  considerably  affected  by  that 
fact.  I  will  be  perfectly  candid.  There 
is  always  a  possibility  that  if  a  considerable 
•emolument  were  attached  to  being  em- 
ployed on  the  panel,  it  might  increase  the 
•difficulty  of  finding  Members  and  Peers 
to  act  upon  it.  That  may  be  a  Machiavel- 
lian, almost  Mephistophelian,  conception 

Sir  H.  CampbellrBannerman. 


of  the  state  of  mind  of  those  employed  on 
this  matter,  but  it  is  a  consideration  which 
must  be  borne  in  mind. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  I  confess  that 
my  first  impression  was  in  favour  of  pay- 
ment, because  I  rather  felt  it  might  be 
very  valuable  to  have  the  services  of  some 
persons  who  could  not  afford  to  serve 
without  some  emolument.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  the  Treasury  allowances  are  on 
so  modest  and  sparing  a  scale  that  I  do 
not  think  they  would  offer  any  induce- 
ment. It  having  been  brought  home  to 
me  that  there  is  a  very  considerable  feel- 
ing on  both  sides  of  the  House  in  regard 
to  the  matter,  and  recognising  that  feel- 
ing, I  should  be  prepared,  when  the  time 
comes,  to  accept  an  Amendment  to  strike 
out  the  italicised  clause — that  is  to  say,  in 
other  words,  to  make  no  payment. 

Question  put  and  negatived. 

Question,  "That  '20'  be  there  in- 
serted," put,  and  agreed  to. 

An  Amendment  made. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  I  move  to 
substitute  the  word  "  two  "  for  the  word 
"four,"  so  that  it  will  read — "shall re- 
main therein  until  the  expiration  of  two 
years."  The  first  part  of  the  scheme 
which  the  Lord  Advocate  has  fore- 
shadowed to  the  House  is  that  we  shall 
have  a  Parliamentary  panel.  It  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  the  composition  of  Par- 
liament changes,  and  changes  rapidly, 
from  time  to  time,  and  it  would  be 
most  unfortunate  that  we  should  have 
a  permanent  Parliamentary  panel  lasting 
for  five  years,  or  probably  four,  after  the 
constitution  of  Parliament  had  completely 
changed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  won! 
'  five,'  and  insert  the  word  *  two.'  "  —  (Mr. 
Thomas  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
•  five  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH :  I  hope  the  Lord 
Advocate  will  be  willing  to  shorten  the 
period.  If  it  is  as  long  as  five  years  you 
must  provide  for  filling  up  casual  vacan- 
cies, while  if  the  period  is  reduced  to  two 
or  three  years  the  casual  vacancies  will 
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look  after  themselves.  With  the  prospect 
of  so  soon  making  another  panel  you 
would  not  need  to  trouble  about  filling 
vacancies  from  time  to  time. 

♦Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  rather 
hoped  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
intended  to  insert  the  word  "one," 
because  all  the  panels  of  this  House  are 
appointed  for  only  one  year,  and  I  do  not 
see  why  an  innovation  should  be  intro- 
duced in  a  panel  outside  the  House.  We 
should  keep  within  regular  lines  as  far 
as  possible. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  is  rather  misled  by  the 
word  "  panel."  These  are  merely  persons 
from  whom  the  selection  is  to  be  made,  and 
in  that  sense  the  panels  of  the  House  are 
not  made  up  every  year,  but  correspond 
with  the  duration  of  Parliament.  Really 
the  whole  matter  is  one  more  of  convenience 
than  anything  else.  I  do  not  think  it  can 
be  said  that  casual  vacancies  would  not 
have  to  be  filled,  because  there  mustbeocca- 
sions  when,  through  some  misfortune,  the 
numbers  were  very  much  reduced  indeed. 
Therefore  it  would  not  be  safe  to  take 


out  the  clause  with  regard  to  filling  casual 
vacancies.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Hawick  Burghs  rather  wanted  the 
average  life  of  these  extra  Commissioners- 
to  be  the  same  as  that  of  Parliamentary- 
Commissioners.  I  suppose  four  years 
would  not  be  far  away  from  the  average 
life  of  Parliament,  and  therefore  the  two- 
numbers  would  be  much  the  same.  I 
want  to  save  the  trouble  of  having  this-- 
number  of  gentlemen  selected  too  often. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  I  really 
appeal  to  my  hon.  friend  not  to  be  too- 
hard  upon  the  Government.  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  has  set  his  heart  upon 
this  panel.  He  has  had  it  opposed  in  all 
sorts  of  ways,  and  now  he  has  got  it 
down  to  this,  and  with  this  he  says  he 
will  be  content.  Let  him  have  his  panel. 
It  will  never  be  called  upon  to  act.  Let 
him  have  it  for  five  years.  He  is  like  the 
boy  and  the  soap— he  won't  be  happy  till 
he  gets  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  149  ^ 
Noes,  69.    (Division  list  No.  198.) 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Ash  mead-  Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.G.W.  (Leeds) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes.'Frederic  Gorell 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plnnket 
Beach, Ht.Hu.SirMH  (Bristol) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bond,  Edward 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griffith- 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brook Beld,  A.  Montagu 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cofiings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  C.  E.  H.  Athole 
Corbett,  A.  Cam,ron(Glasgow) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 


AYES. 

Dalkeith,  Karl  of 
Dairy m  pie,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tat  ton 
Fardell.  Sir  T.  George 
FelloweB,  Hon.  Ail  wy  n  Ed  ward 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald.Sir  Robert  Penrose- 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Fry,  Lewis 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,Rt.  Hon.Sir  JohnEldon 
Goschen,  RtHnGJ(StGeorge's) 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.(Wednesbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hamond,  Sir  Chas.(  Newcastle) 
Hanbury.Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon- Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hobhouse.  Henrv 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Hnry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 


Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.Wm.Lawies 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex)- 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Lawrence,SirE.  Durning-(Corn> 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (\orks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie- 
Lockwo-)d,Lt  -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Er^kine- 
Long,  Right  Hon.  Walter 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Lvell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
M'lver,  SirLewis(  Ed'nb'gh,  W.. 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk.  Charles  James 
Morrell,  George  Herlwrt 
Morton,  Ar.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  W.  (Bath) 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
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Pilkington,  R.  ( Lanes.  Newton) 
Piatt-  Hk'gins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edro.) 
Purvis,  Robert 
Raach,  Major  F.  Came 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert^  Hackney) 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Ch'lten'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 


Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.  ) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUni) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 


Whiteley.H.  ( Ashton-underL 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Bira. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.Ni 
Wodehouse.Rt.Hn  E.R.(Bun 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilbelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.B.Staart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  E 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  ffArej 
Young,  Com.  (Berks,  L) 

Tellers  for  the  Ares- 
Sir  William  Walrond  ud 
Mr.  Anstrnther. 


Billson,  Alfred 
Bryce,  Rt  Hon.  James 
Burns,  John 
Oaldwell,  J  ames 
•  Cameron,SirCharles(Glasgow) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
darmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
'Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
<Jlark,  Dr.  G.  B  (Caithness-ah) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Commins,  Andrew 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
Currau,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


NOES. 

Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Gibney,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Dentaghn 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dawk* 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-T* 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  R| 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lanark*.) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman.  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.. 

Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthjr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philip 

Ure,  Alexander 

Wallace,  Robert 
Wedderburn,  Sir  Wilhu 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Pilsa 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notti) 
Wilson,  J.  H.tMiddlwbrwp 

Tellers  for  the  Nob- 
Sir  John  Leng  and  Mr 
Hedderwick. 


Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  5  : — 

*Sra  CHARLES  CAMERON:  The 
Committee  of  Selection  should  appoint 
these  new  tribunals,  and  when  Parliament  is 
not  sitting  they  should  be  selected  by  the 
Chairmen  from  a  list  of  Members  nomina- 
ted by  the  Committee  of  Selection  for 
that  purpose.  There  is  not  the  smallest 
<lifficulty  about  it.  My  Amendment 
proposes  that  these  Commissioners  should 
be  nominated  not  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  acting  in  concert  with  the 
Chairmen,  but,  on  the  grounds  which 
have  been  repeatedly  set  forth  in  this 
Debate,  that  this  should  be  done  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection.  I  think 
this  is  an  intelligible  proposition,  and 
.also  an  important  modification. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  31,  to  leave  out  thewor^ 
'  Secretary  for  Scotland  acting  jointly  witli 
the  Chairmen,'  and  insert  the  words  'Cot' 
mittees  of  Selection  of  the  Houses  of  Lop'- 
and  Commons  respectively.'"  —{Sir  Chari't 
Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  wore? 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tie 
clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  Hon.  Member* 
opposite  seem  to  think  that  this  is  some 
thing  far  away  from  the  duties  of  tbt 
ordinary  Chairman  of  Committees.  They 
forget,  I  think,  for  the  moment 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  in  the 
House  of  Lords  is  also  Chairmn 
of  the  Committee  of  Selection.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  substitute  for 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  in  the  Hon-e 
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■of  Commons  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  of  this  House.  Of 
■course  the  Committees  of  Selection  them- 
selves would  be  cumbersome  bodies  to  | 
•carry  out  the  intention  of  this  clause,  and 
it  would  be  necessary  to  make  special 1 
provision  for  cases  arising  during  the 
recess. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW:  I  hope  my 
hon.  friend  will  agree  to  the  suggestion 
which  has  just  been  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  for  I  think  that  upon 
the  lines  which  have  just  been  conceded 
we  have  practically  gained  the  point 
which  we  desired  to  achieve.  It  does 
Appear  to  me  that  the  argument  of  my  | 
right  hon.  friend  is  particularly  applicable  | 
to  these  cases  of  Private  Bills. 

Dr.   CLARK :  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  how  he  proposes  to  j 
-create  his  Joint  Committee  ? 

*The  CHAIRMAN  :  That  question  is  [ 
not  in  order  on  this  point.  , 

Dr.  CLARK :  We  are  now  going  | 
to  appoint  the  short  panel  to  go  down 
And  make  the  preliminary  inquiries.  I 
take  it  that  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  of  Lords  will 
Appoint  the  Peers,  and  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons will  appoint  the  Commoners.  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  some  limitation 
-as  to  the  number,  and  the  arrangement 
.suggested  seems  to  be  very  unsuitable. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee, we  ought  to  have  an  equal  num- 
ber of  Peers  and  Commoners.  Under  the 
present  system  we  have  a  large  panel 
from  which  the  Committees  are  taken, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  if  that  is  the 
panel  from  which  they  are  going  to  be 
taken  in  the  future. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  That  will  be 
for  the  House  to  decide. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
The  objection  which  my  friends  and  my- 
self still  entertain  to  the  amended  panel 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  that  we 
wish  the  selecting  authority  to  be  purely 
Parliamentary,  and  we  do  not  wish  to 
have  this  power  exercised  by  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland.  In  this  matter,  surely 
the  selection  of  the  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  Peers  also,  to  serve 


in  this  capacity  should  be  left,  as  near  as 
we  can  get,  to  the  ordinary  selecting 
authority  of  Parliament.  The  only  objec- 
tion I  have  heard  is  that  this  process  may 
have  to  be  conducted  during  the  recess, 
when  the  Committee  of  Selection  is  not 
sitting.  What  would  there  be  to  hinder 
the  Committee  of  Selection  first  of  all 
dealing  with  all  the  necessities  that  arose 
during  the  session ;  and,  as  to  the  neces- 
sities that  may  arise  during  the  recess, 
they  might,  before  Parliament  is  pro- 
rogued, establish  a  sort  of  subordinate 
panel,  and  ascertain  the  names  of  a  num- 
ber of  Members  who  would  be  available 
for  this  purpose  when  the  occasion  arose, 
and  a  limited  number  might  be  appointed 
for  any  occasional  requirements  during 
the  recess,  and  from  these  the  Chairmen 
or  anybody  else  might  select  particular 
Members.  In  that  way  we  should  keep 
the  whole  thing  in  Parliamentary  hands. 
I  think,  however  much  we  may  recognise 
the  desire  of  the  Lord  Advocate  to  meet 
us,  he  still  retains  the  bone  of  contention, 
which  is  the  practice  of  an  outside  element 
meddling  with  Parliamentary  matters. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  As  far  as  the 
outside  element  is  concerned,  I  should 
like  to  know  if  the  following  words  will 
meet  the  views  of  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  Instead  of  saying 
"  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  acting 
jointly  with  the  Chairmen,"  I  suggest 
the  words  "  the  two  Chairmen,  after 
communication  with  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland." 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  think  that  the  more  the  Lord  Advocate 
reflects  upon  this  matter  the  more  he  will 
see  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  ought 
I  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  If  it  is  to 
be  a  mixed  panel,  then  let  the  Committee 
of  Selection  appoint  all  the  members  that 
are  required,  and,  if  there  happens  to 
be  one  or  two  short,  then  let  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  come  on  with  his  20 
eligibles,  or  his  regiment  of  men,  but  let 
us  keep  the  Parliamentary  part  of  it  in 
our  hands.  I  do  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  his  way  to  accept 
this. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  I  hope  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate will  assent  to  this  proposal.  There 
is  no  harm  in  leaving  out  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  in  this  instance,  for  he 
appears  in  Section  4. 
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question  of  local  knowledge,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  is  really  quite  unnecessary, 
and  why  should  he  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  selection  of  representative  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  or  of  the  other  House  ?  I 
think  the  two  Chairmen  would  be  by  far 
the  best  persons  who  could  be  selected,  in 
order  that  the  selection  should  secure  Par- 
liamentary representation,  and  that  would 
be  carrying  out  the  suggestion  of  the 
Lord  Advocate.  Really  in  this  matter  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  no  locus  standi 
at  all.  Although  I  do  not  desire  to  use 
the  harsh  terms  used  by  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  I  do  hope  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate will  assent  to  this  Amendment. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  have 
been  on  a  Committee  of  Selection,  and  I 
know  how  the  thing  is  worked.  At  the 
end  of  the  session  I  have  often  seen  a 
Committee  run  very  short.  I  think  it  is 
most  essential  that  the  representative 
character  of  these  Committees  should  be 
preserved,  and  if  you  are  going  to  have  a 
substitute,  then  by  all  means  have  your 
Chairman  of  Committees  or  your  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Selection.  Let 
me  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
this  difficulty  has  arisen  owing  to  his  mis- 
use of  the  word  "  panel "  in  connection 
with  these  25  gentlemen. 

♦Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  tmst  that  the  Lord  Advocate  will  consent 
to  omit  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  from 
this  clause.  There  are  many  reasons  for 
taking  this  course.  It  has  already  been 
pointed  out  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land has  been  inserted  in  Clause  4.  The 
chief  objection  of  the  Lord  Advocate  is 
that  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees 
would  not  have  any  knowledge  of  the 


i  reserve  panel,  and  therefore  that  it  is 
necessary  to  include  someone  who  is 
likely  to  have  such  knowledge ;  but  the 
provisions  with  reference  to  the  Scots 
Secretary  in  Clause  4  deprives  this  ob- 
jection of  its  force.  On  the  other  hand, 
however  willing  the  Scotch  Members 
might  be,  it  is  quite  conceivable  that 
English  Members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons might  object  to  serve  as  Commis- 
sioners upon  the  nomination  of  a  Scots 
Secretary,  and  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
might  thus  be  seriously  impeded,  because 
the  difficulty  of  getting  men  to  serve 
might  be  very  much  increased  by  insist- 
ing on  this  retention  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  On  this  side  of  the  House  it 
is  felt  that  if  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
is  made  one  of  three  Members  who  are 
to  nominate  these  Commissioners,  then 
the  power  will  ultimately  rest  with  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  the  Chairmen 
of  Committees  will  be  merely  nominal 
factors  in  the  matter.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  the  Lord  Advocate  will  leave  out  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  from  the  clause. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DALRYMPLE  (Ips- 
wich) :  I  hope  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
will  not  leave  "the  Secretary  for  Scotland " 
out  of  the  clause.  I  particularly  object 
to  the  proposal  to  bring  forward  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Selection 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  It  is  quite  a 
novelty  to  separate  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Selection  from  his  Com- 
mittee, and  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any 
fitness  in  the  proposal  relating  to  him. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  Ayes,  157 ; 
Noes,  82.    (Division  List  No.  199.) 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Allhusen,  A.  Henry  Eden 
Anson,  Sir  Wm.  Keynell 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.  J.  (Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.G.  W.(Leeds) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Burton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach.Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.  (Brist'l) 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Beresford,  Lord  Charles 
Boscawen,  Arthur  Griftith- 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 


AYES. 

Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Rt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clare,  Octavius  Leigh 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A.  E. 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colon ib,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Compton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cooke,C.W.Radclifle(Herefd) 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glasgow) 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 


Denny,  Colonel 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 

Dorington,  Sir  John  Eaward 

Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akerst- 

Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  1  atton 

Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 

Fellowe?,  Hon.  AilwyniE. 

Finch,  George  H. 

Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

Fisher,  William  Hayes 

FitzGerald.SirRobert  Penrose 

Flower,  Ernest 

Folkestone,  Viscount 

Fry,  Lewis 

Garfit,  William 

Gedge,  Sydney 

Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredfc. 
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Goldaworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Corst,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E. 
Goschen.Rt.HnG.  J.  (St  Geo.'s 
Goechen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  W.  R.  (Carabs.) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Kt.Hn.  Lord  George 
Haniond,  Sir  C.  (Newcastle) 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Henn on- Hodge,  Robt. Trotter 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
Hornbv,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway.Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kiniber,  Henry 
Lawrence,SirE.  Durning-(Corn 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  G'has.  W.jEvesham 
1-ong,  Rt  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 


Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh, W) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Morgan,HnFred.  (Monm'thsh. 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A.  (Deptf ord 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  RtHn  AGraham(Bute 
Mnrray,  Col.  W.  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nortbcote,  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pease,  Herbert  P.  (Darling'n) 
Phillpotta,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington.R.  (Lanes,  Newton) 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,SirW.Overend(Edin 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
i  Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  James 


Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelt'h'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D. (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lancashire) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox.Univ.) 
Thorbnrn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson.  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Whiueley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-und.-L.) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-(Binu. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcestersh.  N. ) 
Wilson-Todd.Wm.H.  (Yorks.) 
Wodehouse,  RtHnER  (Bath) 
Wortley.RtHon.C.B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Young,Commander(  Berks,  E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Allison.  Robert  Andrew 
Asnuith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Betnell,  Commander 
Billson,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Brvce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
('harming,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.  (Caithness-sh. ) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Commins,  Andrew 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Curran, i Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Ounn,  Sir  William 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro  Leith) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 


NOES. 
Gibney,  James 

Gladstone,  Rt  Hon.  H.  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch.SirJohnGeorgeSmyth 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb'land) 
Long,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lyelk  Sir  Leonard 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Cannarthen ) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow.W.l 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Philippe,  Jonn  Wynford 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 


Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Smitli,  J  as.  Parker  (Lanark*. ) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Wedderburn,  Sir  WUliam 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H. (Middlesbro) 
WoodhouscSirJ.T^H'dd'rsfd) 

Tellers  for  the  Nues— 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  and 
Mr.  Crombie. 


Amendment  proposed — 

trt   " In  P8*6  3,  line  33,  to  leave  out  from 
'Orders,'  to  « to  act,'  in  line  34,  and  insert 
appoint  three  persons  being  Members  of 
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either  House  of  Parliament,  or  persons  whose 
names  are  on  the  panel.'  "—(The  Lord  Advo- 
cate.) 

Question  proposed,  That  the  words 
3  K 
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proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  With  regard 
to  this  Amendment,  we  arc  grateful  for 
the  proposal  to  have  a  Parliamentary 
panet  but  I  think  there  is  a  very  great 
objection  to  the  terms  of  the  Amendment 
now  proposed.  My  reasons  can  be  very 
briefly  stated.  There  have  been  several 
suggestions  made  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
with  regard  to  one  or  two  things  in  which 
he  was  willing  to  make  concessions  to  the 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  a 
certain  extent.  We  hope  that  he  will 
stick  by  what  he  has  stated  he  was  willing 
to  concede,  and  with  that  hope  I  beg  to 
move  as  an  Amendment  that  there  shall 
be  "two  persons  Members  of  each  House 
of  Parliament."  We  want  the  Committee 
of  this  House  to  be  quite  as  strong  as 
the  Private  Bill  Committee  is.  In  the 
next  place  I  would  suggest  that  as  this 
Bill  is  nowframed,ithe  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land acting  with  the  two  Chairmen  can 
make  a  selection  of  Members  entirely  from 
the  other  House.  The  effect  of  this 
proposal  will  be  to  leave  these  three  gentle- 
men in  the  position  of  having  the  power 
to  exclude  either  House  of  Parliament 
according  to  their  own  will.  They  may 
select  three  Peers  for  every  Scotch  Bill,  or 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  might  think 
that  no  Lord  was  competent  to  sit  upon 
the  Committee.  I  do  not  think  my  right 
hon.  friend  quite  realises  that  what  he 
proposes  would  not  be  a  Joint  Committee 
at  all ;  therefore  I  suggest  that  he  should 
leave  out  "  three  Members  of  either  "  and 
insert  "  two  Members  of  each." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  The  objection 
to  having  four  Members  is  twofold.  In 
the  first  place  it  would  make  the  tribunal 
larger  than  is  necessary  for  the  work  to 
be  done,  but  the  great  difficulty  would  be 
to  get  Peers  to  carry  out  the  work.  I 
might  suggest  here  that  it  was  never  the 
idea  nor  is  it  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  one  House  should  be  chosen 
exclusively  of  the  other.  It  would  be 
easy  to  devise  words  so  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  be  composed  of  two  Peers  and 
one  commoner  or  of  two  commoners  and  one 
Peer.  I  suggest  this  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBSLL-BANNERMAN: 
If  we  had  no  precedent  there  might  be  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  having 


three  upon  the  Committee  rather  tbe 
four.  •  But  at  the  same  time,  all  our  Com- 
mittees are  composed  of  four  Members.  1 
do  not  know  the  reason  why  they  are  com- 
posed of  four,  but  I  should  suppose  that 
it  was  in  order  to  have  two  Members  from 
each  side  of  this  House.  That  is  the  posi- 
tion in  which  we  now  stand ;  we  want  two 
Members  from  each  House  ;  and  four  is  tie 
established  number  on  House  of  Commons 
Committees.  I  do  not  see  that  there  k 
very  much  in  the  theory  of  the  Lore 
Advocate  that  it  will  be  overweighting 
the  tribunal,  and  there  is  no  other  way 
in  which  we  can  have  an  equal  proportion 
of  the  two  Houses. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester. 
E.) :  I  quite  sympathise  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  his  desire  to  preserve 
a  certain  symmetry  in  the  cxistingpractifc. 
and  I  think  there  is  a  certain  advantage 
in  having  a  Committee  of  four  instead  of 
three.  But  the  reason  for  making  it 
three  instead  of  four  is  a  reason  of  cot- 
venience,  and  I  should  have  thought  tae 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  whose  dearr 
is  to  keep  this  tribunal  within  tbefco." 
walls  of  Parliament  would  prefer  Arw. 
If  you  insist  upon  having  four  you  way 
not  be  able  to  get  two  Members  from  Ok 
House  of  Lords,  but  there  is  no  special 
objection  to  your  having  four  if  wj 
desire  it,  and  if  this  proposal  goes  agains 
the  wishes  of  hon.  Members  opposite  I  a* 
no  objection  to  accepting  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  Looking*: 
this  Bill  as  one  which  affects  Ireland,  I  d> 
not  think,  even  if  the  Government  aceep 
tho  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Border  Burghs,  that  it  will  be  satis- 
factory. Because,  instead  of  having  an 
important  Private  Bill  examined  and  ad 
judicata!  on  by  this  House  in  the  first  is- 
stance,  you  would  have  it  relegated  to  * 
Committee  composed  of  half  Lordsand  half 
Commons,  and  I  do  not  think  anything 
would  be  so  unsatisfactory.  I  take  for  a 
ample  the  Dublin  Bill  of  the1  other  day. 
What  chance  should  we  have  had  of  gettirx 
this  Bill  through  if  this  machinery  h* 
been  in  force  1  It  would  havej  been  killed  < 
its  birth.  There  is  no  doubt  that|  soci 
great  change  is  required  in  (Private  Bu 
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procedure,  and  is  required  for  Ireland  no 
less  than  for  Scotland,  but  I  do  think  that 
the  lines  upon  which  this  Bill  is  drawn 
are  most  dangerous  lines.  AVhilc  they 
save  some  expense,  they  threaten  us  with 
the  abrogation  of  every  claim  we  have. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  :  I  rather  favour 
the  words  "and  in  the  event  of  the 
Chairman  selecting  the  panel  and  their 
not  appearing  to  serve  on  the  panel/' 
than  the  present  wording,  and  I  will  move 
that  Amendment  in  order  to  obtain  a 
reply  from  the  Lord  Advocate.  It  will 
prevent  the  outside  panel  being  called 
upon  until  it  is  known  that  no  Member 
of  either  House  can  be  got  to  serve. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"  To  leave  out  all  the  words  after  1  ]tane1,' 
in  order  to  insert  the  words  '  and  in  the  event 
of  the  Chairman  selecting  the  panel  and  their 
not  appearing  to  serve  on  the  panel.'  "—(Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  explained,  our  idea  is 
that  there  should  be  two  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  two  Members  of 
the  House  of  Lords.  If  the  House  of 
Lords  can  only  produce  one  Member,  then 
we  will  try  to  get  three  from  tho  House 
of  Commons,  and  if  the  House  of  Lords 
cannot  supply  one,  then  we  will  have 
four  from  the  House  of  Commons.  But 
even  if  the  House  of  Commons  fails,  then 
we  will  have  the  panel  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  As  both  sides  are  in 
agreement,  I  think  the  exact  drafting 
might  be  left  over  to  the  Report  stage. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Amendment  again  proposed. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  It  will 
be  necessary  to  make  some  provision  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Chairman.  The 
Chairman  should  alternately  be  a  Mtm- 
ber  of  either  House,  and  that  is  a  point 
which  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
Bill. 


MR.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  Obviously  the 
words  cannot  stand  as  they  are.  I  pro- 
pose to  amend  the  Amendment  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"Appoint  as  Commissioners  two  Menibeis 
of  each  House  of  Parliament,  or  in  default  of 
such  Member  or  Members  willing  to  serve, 
persons  then  in  the  panel." 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I  think  it  might  be  made  plainer,  and  in- 
stead of  "  Member  or  Members  willing  to 
serve  "  it  might  read,  "  Member  or  Mem- 
bers being  found  willing  to  serve."  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  en- 
tirely at  ono  with  us  in  the  matter.  Sup- 
posing the  tribunal  is  formed,  and  one 
Member  is  smitten  with  influenza,  then 
we  are  not  to  go  to  the  outside  panel, 
but  are  still  to  keep  to  the  Parliamentary 
reservoir. 


Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  There  is  an 
Amendment  in  my  name  which  raises  the 
point. 

Amendment  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  85,  at  end,  to  insert,  4  Any 
casual  vacancy  among  the  Commissioners  or  in 
the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners 
caused  bv  death,  resignation,  or  disqualificat  ion, 
or  inability  to  give  attendance,  snch  resignation 
or  inability  to  attend  lteing  certified  by  a  writ- 
ing under  the  Commissioner's  hand  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  shall  he  filled  up 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  by  appointing  a 
Member  of  either  House  or  a  member  of  the 
panel.'  " — (The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question  proposed — "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  This  is 
quite  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  what  we 
have  agreed  to.  VacancieTahould  be~filled 
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up  in  accordance  with  Parliamentary 
procedure. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  36,  leave  out  Sub-section  (2), 
and  insert :  '  If  it  shall  happen  that  all  or  any 
of  the  Commissioners  so  appointed  are  not 
MemlKjrs  of  either  House  of  Parliament,  there 
shall  l>e  paid  to  sucli  of  the  Commissioners  as 
are  not  Members  of  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment such  remuneration  for  their  services 
as  the  Treasury  shall  determine.'  "—(The  Lord 
Advocate.) 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  :  I  beg  to  move  the 
omission  of  Sub-section  3.  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  easy,  considering  the  large  num- 
ber we  will  have  to  choose  from,  for  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  look  ahead  and  see  what 
their  engagements  are  going  to  be.  It 
was  quite  a  different  thing  when  we  had 
only  a  panel  of  25  Members,  a  few  of 
whom  might  be  Members  of  either  House. 
Now  we  have  the  two  Houses  to  select 
from,  and  I  think  Members  ought  to  be 
able  to  judge  how  far  they  may  be  free  to 
undertake  these  duties. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  Sub-section  3."— (Mr.  J.  P. 
Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  3 
stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Commander  BETHELL  (York  E.R., 
Holderness) :  I  believe  the  theory  is  that 
either  House  of  Parliament  has  a  prior 
claim  on  its  own  Members. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  am  willing  to 
accept  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  DALZIEL :  There  is  one  question 
I  want  to  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
In  the  case  of  an  English,  Welsh,  or  Irish 
Member  failing  to  attend  the  inquiry  in 
Scotland,  can  he  be  reported  to  the  House 
in  the  ordinary  way  1  If  there  is  to  be  no 
report,  what  is  the  use  of  appointing  a 

Sir  Charles  Cameron. 


Member  1  What  sort  of  pressure  is  it  pro- 
posed to  bring  to  bear  on  Members  to 
attend  1 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  think  that  is  a  very 
important  question.  If  a  Member  did  not 
attend  in  Scotland,  what  action  would  be 
taken  1 

Mr.  CRIPPS :  There  is  no  obligation 
on  any  Member  to  serve ;  and  if  when  ap- 
pointed he  did  not  wish  to  serve  there 
would  be  a  vacancy  and  his  place  would  be 
filled. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  Supposing  a  Mem- 
ber does  not  attend  an  inquiry,  where  are 
you  to  find  another  Member  ?  Up  here  it 
is  easy  to  find  another  Member,  but  how 
can  you  find  one  in  Scotland  ? 

♦The  CHAIRMAN:  That  does  not 
arise  on  this  clause. 

Mr.  DALZIEL :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  I  will  raise  the  point  later. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  CROMBIE :  We  have  already  de- 
bated the  desirability  of  Scottish  Members 
not  being  debarred  from  serving  on  these 
Committees,  and  to  emphasise  that  point 
I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment  standing 
in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  7,  after  '  Order,'  add  '  pro- 
viding that  this  will  not  disqualify  Scottish 
Members  of  either  House  of  Parliament  from 
acting  on  Committees  which  deal  with  Orders 
which  they  liave  no  local  or  personal  in- 
terest."—(Mr.  Crumble.) 

Question  proposed,  "That those  words 
be  there  added." 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton) :  Will  English  Members  representing 
Scottish  constituencies  come  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Amendment  I 
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Clause  6  :  — 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW:  I  beg  to 
move  an  Amendment  to  provide  thaj  the 
inquiry  shall  take  place  in  Scotland.  The 
object  of  the  Amendment  is  simply  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  Bill  by 
making  the  inquiry  local. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  10,  after  '  place '  to  insert 
•in  Scotland.'  "—{Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  quite  agree  that 
the  inquiry  should  be  in  Scotland.  But 
more  is  required.  The  people  of  Dun- 
dee object  to  an  inquiry  being  held 
in  Edinburgh;  and  the  people  of  Aber- 
deen would  probably  prefer  to  come  to 
London  than  to  go  to  Edinburgh  if  they 
could  not  get  an  inquiry  in  their  own 
locality.  The  whole  object  of  the  Bill  is 
to  have  a  local  inquiry,  and  it  should  be 
limited  to  the  county  or  to  the  borough 
concerned.  If  we  only  say  "in  Scot- 
land," it  will  mean  that  these  inquiries 
will  be  held  in  Edinburgh  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Edinburgh  lawyers.  There  can  be 
no  question  that  there  would  be  a  tendency 
to  hold  the  inquiries  in  Scotland  where 
the  Commissioners  would  get  better  ac- 
commodation. I  therefore  move  to  insert 
after  "  in  "  in  the  Amendment  the  words 
"the  locality  in." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 

Amendment — 

"  After  the  word  « in 1  to  insert '  the  locality 
in.* "-{Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  would,  as  far  as  I  can  see, 
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have  attained  his  object  by  moving  the 
words  "  exclusive  of  Edinburgh."  This 
Amendment  would,  however,  make  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Border  Burghs  unintelligible.  It  is  pro- 
vided in  the  Bill  that  the  Commissioners 
shall  hold  their  inquiry  "at  such  place 
as  they  may  determine  with  due  regard  to 
the  subject  matter  of  the  proposed  Order, 
and  to  the  locality  to  which  its  provisions 
relate."  "  Such  place  "  obviously  includes 
every  place  in  Scotland,  and  the  section 
does  everything  in  the  way  of  showing 
Commissioners  where  they  ought  to  hold 
the  inquiry.  I  really  think  the  Amend- 
ment would  not  improve  the  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Amendment  put,  and  agreed  to. 

♦Mr.  RENSHAW :  I  would  suggest  to 
the  Lord  Advocate  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  omit  the  words  "  maintained 
at  the  public  expense."  If  these  words 
are  retained  it  might  be  impossible  to  use 
buildings  otherwise  available. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  really  think 
the  sub-section  as  it  stands  is  better.  . 

Other  Amendments  made 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to 

Clause  7  : — 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  The  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  my  name  is  one  of 
a  series  which  develops  a  new  scheme 
under  this  clause.  I  may  tell  the  House 
in  a  few  words  what  my  object  is.  It  is 
that  there  shall  not  be  an  inquiry  con- 
ducted in  London,-  in  accordance  with  the 
present  practice,  after  an  inquiry  has  been 
conducted  in  Scotland.  I  think  that  the 
success  or  the  failure  of  this  Bill  depends 
on  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  this  Amendment.  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  most  un- 
satisfactory if  the  Government  insist 
that  after  this  elaborate  procedure  in 
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Scotland  the  whole  matter  should  be 
thrown  into  hotch-pot  again,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  further  protracted  and 
expensive  inquiry  in  London.  What  we 
have  now  done  is  to  establish  the  propo- 
sition that  Parliament  shall  retain  its 
control  over  the  whole  proceedings.  All 
the  distance  we  have  gone  in  regard  to  the 
Joint  Committees  is  to  change  the  locale 
of  the  inquiry.  It  is  out  of  the  question 
to  pat  the  Joint  Committee  in  the  undig- 
nified position  of  holding  a  preliminary 
inquiry,  and  then  having  the  real  battle 
in  London.  Our  object  in  having  a  local 
inquiry  is  that  Parliament  should  come  to 
the  spot,  and  there  once  and  for  all  settle 
the  matter  so  far  as  the  Committee's 
inquiry  can  do  it.  I  agree  that  the  Con- 
firmation Bill  should  bo  lodged  and  dis- 
cussed on  the  Third  Reading  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  I  hope  that  the  Government 
will  consent  to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  31,  to  leave  oat  all  the  words 
from  the  beginning  of  the  clause,  to  the  word 
'  after,"  in  line  32.  — {Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  The  technical 
position  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  is  sucb  that  it  is  a 
little  difficult  to  discover  what  the  mean- 
ing of  it  is.  I  think  I  can  explain  to  the 
Committee  how  it  stands.  Under  the 
scheme  of  the  Bill  and  the  promises 
I  have  made  to  the  House  I  have  had  to 
divide  necessarily  the  Provisional  Orders 
into  opposed  and  unopposed  Orders. 
All  along  there  has  been  this  distinc- 
tion ;  whereas  on  unopposed  Orders 
there  is  not  to  be  any  inquiry  or  Com- 
mittee stage  up  here  in  London,  yet  all 
along  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  has  been 
that  in  the  case  of  opposed  Orders  the 
possibility  of  an  opponent  coming  to  this 
House  on  the  Confirmation  Bill  and 
opposing  it  has  been  kept  open.  The 
only  distinction  between  the  proposed 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw. 
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procedure  and  that  which  obtains  at 
present  is  that  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  is 
that  the  inquiry  in  London  shall  be  by 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,  instead 
of  by  a  separate  inquiry  before  each 
House.  The  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  is  really  with  a  view 
of  taking  out  all  the  provisions  I  have 
made  in  regard  to  the  opponent  coming 
here  on  the  Confirmation  Bill.  I  have 
always  held  that  it  was  right  in  principle 
that  an  opponent  should  have  on  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  the  sense  of  Parliament 
in  regard  to  a  Bill ;  I  adhere  to  that  view, 
and  I  am  sure  it  would  be  against  the 
great  body  of  opinion  in  the  House  if  I 
went  back  on  my  promise. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  am  afraid  that,  unless 
the  Amendment  is  adopted,  instead  of  the 
cost  of  obtaining  a  Provisional  Order 
being  moderate,  as  compared  with  the 
present  system,  it  would  be  increased, 
perhaps  doubled  or  trebled.  Why  should 
any  petitioner  in  Scotland  who  has  paid 
for  all  his  advertisements  and  notices,  and 
made  his  deposit,  and  submitted  to  an 
inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  two  Peers  and 
two  Commoners,  which  Committee  has 
decided  on  the  matter — why  should 
such  a  petitioner  have  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment again,  repeat  his  notices  and  adver- 
tisements and  deposit,  and  appear  before 
other  two  Peers  and  two  Commoners  up- 
stairs, who  would  not  have  the  advantage 
of  seeing  the  people  to  be  affected  and 
the  spot  to  which  the  Bill  applies  ?  This 
second  inquiry  is  totally  unnecessary. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  am  afraid  the 
Lord  Advocate  has  not  looked  at  the  pro- 
posal thoroughly  and  the  effect  of  it. 
The  question  is  whether  we  should  have 
in  this  House  a  Joint  Committee  after 
the  matter  has  been  inquired  into  locally 
in  Scotland  by  another  Joint  Committee. 

Mr  CRIPPS :  The  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  Border  Burghs  is 
undoubtedly  an  important  one.    If  the 
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Amendment  is  carried  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  whole  framework  of  the 
Bill,  would  work  out  unjustly,  and  would 
impair  the  control  of  the  House  over  these 
Provisional  Orders  which  we  have  always 
insisted  upon.  It  has  never  been  sug- 
gested at  any  stage  of  the  discussion  until 
this  moment  that  a  man  should  not  have 
the  right  of  an  ordinary  hearing  before 
a  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  this 
House  and  the  House  of  Lords.  I  hope 
the  Lord  Advocate  will  not  consent  to 
this  Amendment. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  There  is  one  point 
which  I  omitted.  The  class  of  Bills  which 
will  come  before  the  Commissioners  will 
be  very  small  Bills ;  all  the  important 
Bills  will  never  leave  this  House,  but  will 
be  considered  here.  The  Amendment 
will  only  affect  very  small  Orders,  the 
policy  and  principle  of  which  had  already 
been  decided  by  Parliament.  So  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  modify  the  Bill  at 
all,  it  has  been  to  limit  the  cases  which 
will  go  before  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset,  East): 
It  would  be  ridiculous,  in  my  opinion,  if, 
after  there  had  been  an  inquiry  by  a 
Parliamentary  Committee  sitting  locally, 
there  should  be  another  inquiry  by  another 
Parliamentary  Committee  sitting  here. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  It  is  curious  to 
me  how,  in  one  and  the  same  breath,  hon. 
Members  ask  that  the  control  of  the 
House  over  these  Orders  should  be  re- 
tained, and  then  they  wish  to  throw  that 
control  away  in  the  Bill.  We  have  always 
promised  to  give  the  House  control  even 
of  unopposed  Orders.  If  this  Amendment 
is  passed,  the  result  would  be  that, 
whereas  the  House  has  always  felt  that 
that  control  should  be  sparingly  exercised 
at  a  late  stage,  if  an  objector  were  pre- 
vented from  coming  up  here  then,  un- 
doubtedly, he  would  in  every  case  incite 
someone  in  the  House  to  raise  the 
question  in  the  House  itself.   An  abuse  of 


that  kind  ought  certainly  to  be  guarded 
against.  I  am  keeping  faith  with  the  House 
in  standing  by  the  Bill  upon  the  promises 
made  from  the  beginning.  I  never  could 
have  faced  the  discussion  after  the  Second 
Reading  if  I  were  to  take  away  from  a 
practical  opponent  all  power  of  coming  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  :  The  Lord  Ad- 
vocate says  that  he  is  very  glad  that  I  have 
such  faith  in  the  tribunal  he  has  set  up  that 
I  would  go  much  further  than  himself.  I 
have  much  confidence  in  the  tribunal 
which  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  has  set  up.  What  we  have 
done  is  that  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
has  been  set  up  to  make  inquiries  on  the 
spot,  to  inspect  the  localities,  and  to  have 
in  view  all  the  circumstances  which  the 
local  authorities  can  furnish  them  with. 
It  seems  to  me  the  most  incredible  thing 
I  ever  heard  of  that  after  a  local  inquiry 
the  whole  thing  should  bo  done  again  in 
London,  and  a  second  Joint  Committee 
of  both  Houses  should  sit  in  re- 
view of  the  operations  of  the  first 
Joint  Committee.  The  new  inquiry 
was  to  be  cheap,  but  the  Lord 
Advocate's  proposal  will  obliterate  every 
element  of  cheapness.  There  is  no 
analogy  between  a  local  inquiry  under 
the  old  Provisional  Order  system  and  one 
under  this  Bill.  Local  inquiry  under  this 
Bill  is  not  an  inquiry  by  Departmental 
Committee  at  all,  but  an  inquiry  by  this 
House  and  the  other  House.  And  I 
altogether  object  to  the  duplication  of 
that.  If  the  Amendment  be  not  adopted, 
the  whole  Bill  will  be  cumbersome,  un- 
practical, and  unworkable,  and  its 
administration  most  expensive. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 
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Adjournment 
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Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again  !    REGULATION  OF  RAILWAYS  BILL 

J  Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
,  discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. 


to-morrow. 

BATHS  AND  WASHHOUSES  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 


Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  : 

Committee  report  progress ; 
again  this  day. 


to 


MILITARY  WORKS  (MONEY). 
Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
1  the  issue,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
of  such  sums  as  may  be  required  for 
the  purpose  of  Military  Works  and 
Services  (Queen's  Recommendation  sig- 
nified), upon  Wednesday. — (Mr.  Wynrt- 

sit  ham) 

,  Adjourned  at  ten   minutes  after 

Twelve  o'clock. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX. 


INDEX 


TO  THE 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

[AUTHORISED  EDITION]. 
SEVENTH  VOLUME  OF  SESSION  1899. 

MAY  Zl—JUNE  19. 


EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

=Read  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time=lR.,  2r.,  3r.  [c]  =  Commont 
[1.]  =  Lords.  Amendt.  =  Amendment.  Os.  =  Observations.  Qs.  =  Questions 
As.  =  Answers.  Com.  =  Committee.  Con.  =  Consideration.  Rep.  =  Report 
S.  =  Debate  in  Committee  of  Supply.  Where  in  the  Index  *  is  added  with 
Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply,  it  indicates  that  no  Debate 
took  place  on  that  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subjects  discussed  in 
Committee  of  Supply  are  entered  under  their  headings,  and  also  under  Members' 
Names,  without  reference  to  the  actual  Vote  before  the  Committee.  The 
abbreviation  "  S  "  has  been  adopted  as  explanation  under  the  subjects. 


Absravon. 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  [Aberavon,  etc.]  Bill,  see 
that  Title. 
Aberdeen  Cemetery  Scandal. 

Q.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  19,  1486. 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Bill. 

c  Rep.*,  June  9,  768. 
con.*,  June  19,  1475. 

Aberdeen  Harbour  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6.  409. 

Aberdeen  Joint  Passenger  Station  Bill, 

1.  Rep.*,  June  12,  877. 
3b.*,  June  19.  1464. 
Aborigines  Protection  Board,  Western  A»s- 
tralia.  Abolition  of,  Debate  [1],  June  16, 
1321. 

Academy,  see  Royal  Academy. 
Accidents. 

Garston,  Fatal  Accident  to  Dock  Labourer. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Gbee ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
June  9,  769. 
Railway  Accident*,  see  that  Title. 

Ackxand-Hood.  Capt.  Sm  A.  [Somerset,  Wel- 
lington]. 
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Soudan  Expedition — Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, Mahdi's  Body,  etc.,  June  5,  388. 
Admiralty,  see  Nary. 

Adulteration  or  Food. 
Tea,  see  that  Title. 

Advertisement  Orders,  Stamping. 

Q.  Mr.  Hazell;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach, 
June  2,  183. 

Africa,  Central. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  19,  .1456. 

Africa,  South. 

Bechuanaland,  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Johan- 
nesburg, and  Transvaal,  see  those  Title*. 
Cables— Delay  in  transmission  of  Sir  A. 
Milner's  memorandum. 
Q.  Mr.  Griffith;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain ;  June  13,  1059. 
Ladysmith  Barracks,  Insanitary  Condition. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham* 
June  9,  771. 

Africa,  West. 
Liquor  Traffic, 
Brussels  Conference. 

Q.  Capt.  Sinclair :  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  13.  1063. 
Spirit  Duties,  Increase. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence;  A.  Mr.  t. 
Chamberlain,  June  15,  1181.  \r> 
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Africa,  West— cont. 

Niger,  see  that  Title. 

Sierra  Leone — Chalmers'.  Sir  D.,  Report. 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick:  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain. June  2.  176. 
Waima   Incident.    Compensation  Claims, 

S..  June  9,  780,  784,  812,  823,  859,  846, 

863,  872. 

Agricultural  Education. 
8.  June  16.  1418,  1423. 
France — Report  presented.  June  15.  1168. 

Agricultural  Grant  [Ire'and]. 

Donegal,  Increase — County  Council  Resolu- 
tion. 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  15.  1192. 
Kildare  Grant  Reduction. 
Q.  Mr.  Carew ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8.  650. 
Longford— Excluded  Charges. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13.  1072  ;  June  15,  1196. 
Roscommon — Excluded  Charges. 
Qs.  Mr.  Tul  v;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5.  305;  June  8,  652;  June  13, 
1077. 

Q.  Mr.  Harden  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16.*  1352. 
Roscommon  and  Leitrim. 

Q.  Mr.  Tullv;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
June  5.  305. 
Agricultural  Property. 

Death  Duties— Finance  Bill.  New  Clause. 
Motion  [Mr.  Bowles].  June  6.  452. 

Agricultural  Rates. 

Tithe-owning  Clergv  of  England  and  Wales 
—Petition.  June  8.  597. 
Agriculture,  Board  of 

President-Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.  Long. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Water  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  15,  1171. 

Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Bill. 

1.2B.*.  June  8,  594. 
Akers-Douglas,  see  Douglas. 
Alaska  Boundary  Question. 

Anglo-American  Commission,  see  that  Title. 
Aldermen  and  Councillors — London 
Government  Bill— Qualification  of 
Women,  Mr.  Courtney's  New  Clause,  June 
6,  464-  Mr.  Elliot's  Amendment  to  Re- 
commit Bill.  June  13,  1078. 
Aldershot. 

Bathing  Fatality — Case  of  Private  Jackson. 
Q.   Mr.  Jeffrevs;   A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  8,  640." 
Sewage  Farm — Inspector's  Report. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Jur.e  2.  177. 
Report  presented.  June  2.  170:  June  6, 
413. 

Aldershot— Queen's  Birtiliday  Parade,  Strength 
of  Troops,  etc. 

Q.  Maj.  Rasoh ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June 
12,  899. 

Aliens. 

Naturalisation  Certificates.  Obtaining  from 
Secretary  of  State. 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeill :  A.  Mr.  J.  Collings, 
June  15,  1185. 


All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiff]  Bill. 

1.  3r.*,  June  2,  161. 
c.  1r.*,  June  5,  326 

Standing  Order  Complied  with,  Motion  for 
Instruction  to  Examiners.  [Mr.  A.  D. 
Thomas],  June  8.  619. 

Allahabad  High  Court,  Women  Barris- 
ters— Miss  Sorabji  s  Application  to  Prac- 
tice refused. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G,  Hamil- 
ton, June  8,  641. 

Allan,  Mr.  W.  [Gateshead]. 

Irish  Lights— Black  Head  and  Maiden 
Rocks,  June  2,  180. 

Ambrose,  Dr.  [Mayo,  West]. 

Migration  of  Population  of  Co.  Mayo- 
County  Council  Resolution,  June  6.  439. 
Westport    Urban    Sanitarv  Authority, 
Commissioners'  Petition,  June  13.  1074. 

Ambulance  for  the  Houses  op  Parliament. 
Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson ;  A.  Mr.  Akers-Douglas, 
June  8,  657. 

America,  see  United  States. 

Amot  :  — 

Trade  Beport  Presented,  June  2,  163. 
Amsterdam  :  — 

Trade  Report  Presented,  June  1,  68. 

Anchors  and  Chain  Cables  Bill. 

1.  2r.  June  I,  70. 

Anglo-American  Commission. 

Q.  8ir  E.  Gourley;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

June  1.  81. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
I  lain,  June  6,  440. 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jnnt 
13,  1064. 
Official  Statement. 
Q.   Sir  C.   Dilke;   A.   Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  5,  299. 

Anglo-Russian  Agreement,  see  China. 
Animals. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  see  that  Title. 
Experiments  on  Living  Animals,  see  Vivi- 
section. 

i  Annalt  Estate.  Purchase  of  Holdings. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  13.  1076. 
Annuities— National  Debt. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach.  June  16,  1340. 

Ansahs  op  Ashanti— Compensation,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain. June  15.  1180. 

Anstruther.  Mr.  H.  T.  [St.  Andrew! 
Burghs]. 

Army  and  Navy  Officers,  Retired— Civil 
Employment,  Return,  June  8,  657. 

"  Mandat-Poste "  System,  Trial  of,  in 
England,  suggested.  June  8.  659. 

Secondary  and  Technical  Schools  June 
13,  1069. 

Telegraphic  Messages,  Delay  in  Transit, 
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41  Anti-British  *     Propaganda     in  Cape 
Colony. 

Qs.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  Mac- 
Neill;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  June 
15,  1182. 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeill:  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  16,  1338. 
Applebe.  Mrs.,  Mcrder  of. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  19.  1484. 

Arbroath  Corporation  Gas  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  2,  169. 
3r.*,  June  6,  430. 
Ahches,  Dean  of — Appointment  of  Sir  A. 
Charles,  see  Charles.  Sir  A. 

Ark  low. 

Ferrybank  Post  Office 
Q.*  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1344. 

Armenia. 

Archbishops  and  Bishops,  Detention  of, 

Qs.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

June  1,  80;  June  15,  1179. 
Distress  in — Peace  Conference. 

Q.  Mr.  S.   Smith;  A.   Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  12.  894. 
Kurdish  Atrocities— Russian    and  French 

Protest. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  16,  1337. 
Massacres — Compensation  Claims. 
Q.  Col.  Dennv;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
9.  763. 
Arms,  see  Firearms. 
Army. 

Secretary   of  State — Marquess   of  Lans- 
downe. 

Under- Secretary— Mr.  Q.  Wyndham. 
Financial  Secretary— Mr.  J.  Powell-Wil- 
liams. 

Aldershot,    Questions    Relating    to,  see 

Aldershot. 
Artillery,  see  that  Title. 
Bullets*       that  Title. 
Connaught  Rangers  at  Meerut — Shooting  j 

Case 

Q.  Mr.    H.   Roberts;    A.   Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  16,  1335. 
Dum-Dum  Bullets,  see  that  Title. 
Enfield  Small  Arms  Factory,  Divine  Wor- 
ship  in    Government  Chapels — Illegal 
Practices. 

Qs.  Mr.  Channin?,  Mr.  C.  Williams; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June  12,  897. 
Guards — Losses  of  Stores,  Claim  for. 

Q.   Sir  J.  Fergusson;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams.  June  19,  1480. 
India,  see  that  Title. 
Ladysmith  Barracks.  Insanitary  State  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr.*  Wvndham, 
June  9.  771. 
Lenjrth  of  Service  and  Ages  of  Men, 
Returns  Ordored  TMr.  Arnold  Foster], 
June  8,  626,  627. 
Medals.  Pnni'aub  War  and  Tirah  Campaign. 
1897-8— Distribution  of  Medals. 

Q.   Mr.   H.   D.   Greene;   A.  Mr. 

Wvndham.  June  1.  81. 
Q  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene:  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June -6,  443.  I 
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Army— com. 

Militarv  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill,  see 
that  'Title. 

Military  Works— Expenditure    for  1889- 
1900  under  existing  loans — Estimate  pre- 
sented June  19.  1456.  1479. 
Military  Works  Loan  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Militia,  see  that  Title. 
Patriotic  Fund — Case  of  Mrs.  Lewis. 
Q.  Mr.  Spievr;  A.   Mr.  G.  Wyndham, 
June  8.  632. 
Pensions — Special  Pensions,  Returns  pre- 
sented, June  13,  1056,  1167. 
Prisons,  Inspector-General's  Report. 

Q.  Dr.  Farquharson ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham. June  8,  640. 
Recruits,  Bread  Rations. 
Q.  Mr.    Hayden;    A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  16,  1334. 
Retired  Officers  and  Civil  Employment — 
Return. 

Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther, 
June  8,  657. 
Rifle  Ranges,  see  that  Title. 
Salisburv  Plain,  see  that  Title. 
Soldiers,'  see  that  Title. 
Soudan  Expedition — Vote  of  Thanks  to 

the  Forces,  etc.,  see  Soudan. 
Superanuation  Act — Employees  appointed 
without    Certificate,    rreasurv  Minute 
printed,  June  2.  163,  170. 
Troops  at  Aldershot. 
Q.  Major  Rasch ;   A.   Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  12,  899. 
Volunteers,  see  that  Title. 
War  Office,  see  that  Title. 
Woolwich  Arsenal — Dismissal  of  Men,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
June  15.  1176. 

Arnold.  Mr.  A.  [Halifax]. 

Half- Timers — Education  of  Children  BUI, 
com.,  May  31.  24. 

Arnold-Forster,  Mr.  H.  O.  [Belfast,  West]. 

Mountain  and  Garrison  Artillerv  Officers, 
June  16,  1333. 

Soudan  Expedition — Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, June  5,  400. 

Arran,  Earl  of. 

Crime.  Incitement  to  [Ireland] — M'Hale  v. 
Sullivan,  June  12,  882,  884. 

Arsenal,  see  Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Art. 

Paris  Exhibition — Space  allotted  to  British 
Works  of  Art. 
Q.  Mr.  Courtney;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  15,  1186. 
South  Kensington  Museum — Appointment. 
Q.   Mr.  M.  Healv  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  June 
16,  1347. 

Artillery. 

Garrison  and  Mountain  Artillery,  Officers' 
Right,  of  Fall. 
Q.     Mr.     Arnold-Forster;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  16,  1333. 
Mountain   Artillery — Officers'  Armament 
Pay. 

Q.  Mr.  Pretyman;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  15,  1175Digt|zedbyGoOQle 
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Arundel  Pout,  Account  and  Report  preeenteo. 
June  9,  755,  761. 

Ascboft,  Mb.  R.  {Oldham]. 

Money-lending  BUI,  June  8,  669. 
Post  Office,  Administration,  etc.,  June  1, 
109. 

Telegraphic  Messaged,  Delav  in  Transit. 
June  8,  658. 

Ashakti,  Ansahs  of. 

Claim  for  Compensation,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Peaee ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  15,  1180. 

Ashmead-Babtlett,  Sib  E.  [Sheffield,  Eccles- 
hall]. 

Anti-British  Propaganda  in  Cape  Colony, 
June  15,  1182. 

China — Russian  Sphere  of  Interest,  Exten- 
sion of — Anglo-Russian  Agreement,  June 
13,  1065. 

Transvaal— Uitlanders'  Grievances,  Politi- 
cal Rights,  June  13,  1061. 

Asia  Mikob — Railway  Construction. 
British  Interests  in  Persian  Gulf. 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8,  629. 

Assam.  Tea  Plantations— Report. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 
June  12,  897. 

Athebley-Jones,  Mb.  L.  [Durham,  N.W.]. 
Soudan  Expedition— Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener—Treatment of  the  Mahdi's  Bodv, 
etc.,  June  5,  372. 

Austin,  Mb.  M.  [Limerick,  W.]. 

Emergency  Men  carrving  firearms  in  Ire- 
land—Case of  T.  Crawford.  June  5,  308. 

Glin  District  School— Conveyance  of 
Children  by  Waterford  Steamship  Co., 
June  12,  902. 

Newcastle  West  [Limerick]  Creamery — 
Sewer  Complaint,  June  15,  1193. 

Australia. 

Indenturing  in  Western  Australia— Aboli- 
tion of  Aborigines  Protection  Board, 
Debate  [1],  June  16.  1321. 

Queensland,  see  that  Title. 

Ayr  Burgh  Bill. 

1.  2b.,  June  6,  410. 
Azerbaijan. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  19,  1456. 
Baden,  Gband  Duchy  of. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Bacot  Estate,  Sale  of— Sir  N.  O'Connor  and 
the  Congested  District*  Board. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  15,  1188. 

Bajhia. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  8,  596. 

Bailiebobouoh. 

Land  Commission  —  Sub-Commissioners' 
Judgments. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Young;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  8,  647. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill. 

1.  2b*,  June  15,  1166. 
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Bakery   Dispute,    Glasgow,   Case  of  A 
M'Naughten. 
Q.  Sir  C.   Cameron;   A.   Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  June  19,  1485. 

Balcabbes.  Lobd  [Lancashire,  Chorley]. 

Ecclesiastical  Judge — Appointment  of  Sir 
A.  Charles,  June  16.  1340. 

Balfoub.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J. — First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  [Manchester,  East]. 
Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  12,  907. 
Board  of  Education  Bill  [Secondary  Educa- 

Won].  June  19.  1500. 
Business  of  the  House,  June  2.  185;  June 
8.  660;  June  9.  777;  June  12.  907;  June 
13.  1078 ;  June  15.  1198 ;  June  19,  1502. 
Government  Business,  Precedence  of— 
Statement.  June  19,  1502,  1523. 
Comptroller  and  Auditor-General— Retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Mills.  June  1,  84. 
Killarney  Lakes— Sale  of  Muckross  Estate, 

June  19,  1501. 
London  Government  Bill.  con.  June  6.  461, 
463,  464,  486.  488,  490.  509.  511.  514, 
517,  520.  521,  522,  526 ;  June  8,  704, 707, 
711,  730. 

Municipal  Trading  Committee,  Appoint- 
ment of,  June  8,  661. 

Peace  Conference.  Dum-Dum  Bullet—Pro- 
hibition Resolution,  June  5,  308. 

Peers'  Interference  at  Elections— Southport 
Election.  Breach  of  Privilege,  June  5, 
307.  315. 

Private   Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.  June  12,  928.  985.  986,  981, 
989 ;  June  19,  1584,  1586. 
St.  Michael's,  Southampton.  Illegal  Prac- 
tices at,  June  12.  907. 
Soudan  Campaign. 
Deceased  Officers,   etc. — Condolence  to 

Relatives.  June  8,  698. 
Kitchener,  Lord.  Grant  to. 
House  of  Lords.  Power  of  Initiating 
Money  Grants — Question  of  Privilege, 
June  5.  322. 
Mahdi's  Bodv,  etc.,  June  5,  327,  543, 
345. 

Method  of  Procedure,  June  2.  187- 
Mr.  Dillon's  Explanation.  June  6, 
310. 

Thanks  of  the  House. 
Kitchener.  Lord.  June  8.  663.  675. 
Medical  Officers  Omission.  June  8,  678. 
Wounded    Dervishes.    Cruelty  to— 
Charges  against  the  Anglo-Egyptiaa 
Army,  June  8.  679.  681,  682. 
Telegraphs    [Telephonic  Communication, 
etc.]  Bill,  June  19,  1501. 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.— Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  [Leeds,  Central]. 
Agricultural  Grant. 
Donegal.  June  15,  1192. 
Kildare,  Reduction.  June  8,  651. 
Leitrim.  June  5,  305. 
Lonstford— Excluded  Charges,  June  13, 

1072;  June  15,  1196. 
Roscommon.  June  5,  305;  June  8,  652; 
June  13,  1077 ;  June  16.  1353. 
Annaly  Estate,  Purchase  of  Holdings,  Jmtt 
13,  1077. 

Bagot  Estate,  Sale  of— Sir  N.  O'Conor  and 

n88Congested  Districts  Board' Jnne15' 
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Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.—cont. 

Balrothery  County  Cess—  Standard  Bate, 

Jane  16,  1355. 
Belfast  Riots. 
Nationalist  Demonstration,  June  1,  96; 

June  6,  534. 
Queen's   Island  Wc-kers,  Attacks  on, 

June  13,  1073;  June  15,  1197. 
Religious  Disturbances,  June  1,  86,  95; 
June  8,  653. 
Belmullet,  Extra  Police  Force,  June  13, 
1075. 

Castlerea    and    Ballaghadereen — Sanitary 

Charges,  June"  16.  1357. 
Castletown  Berehaven  Pier — Removal  of 

Silt,  June  12,  906. 
Cavan  Co.  Magistracy,  Vacancy,  June  16, 

1359. 

Cavan  and  Granard  Unions,  transfer  of 

Divisions  refused  by  Local  Government 

Board,  June  13,  1075. 
Celtic  Language  in  Irish  Schools,  Reduction 

in  number  of  marks,  June  16,  1354. 
Clerks  of  Lnions  checking  Rate  Collectors' 

Accounts — Extra    Remuneration,  June 

15,  1198. 
Constabulary. 

Meehan,  District  Inspector,  Conduct  of, 
June  15,  1196. 

Promotion  in,  June  16,  1356. 
Cookstown  Orange  Riot,  June  8,  645 ;  June 

15,  1194. 
County  Councils. 

Contractors  as  Members  of  Councils. 
Cork,  Juno  8,  652. 
Kerry,  June  13,  1070. 

Election  Expenses,  June  8,  656. 
Dillon's,  Lord.  Estate— Purchase  by  the 

Congested   Districts   Board,   June  16, 

1361. 

Donegal  Railway  Communication — County 
Council  Resolution,  June  19,  1499. 

Dublin  Metropolitan  Police  —  Summer 
Clothing,  June  13,  1074. 

Dwyer,  Svlvester,  Case  of,  June  19.  1498. 

Emigration  to  U.S.A.,  June  8.  649. 

Finegan,  A.,  Death  of — Inquest,  June  15, 
1191 ;  June  19,  1497. 

Firearms,  Carrying  without  licence. 
Brady.  T.,  Case  of,  June  15,  1190. 
Costello.  P..  Case  of,  June  19,  1495. 
Emergency  Man— Case  of  T.  Crawford, 
June  5.  308. 

Fish  Traffic  on  Railways— English  and 
Irish  Railways,  June  16,  1358. 

Fishing  Prosecution — Case  of  P.  Comer- 
ford.  June  16,  1359. 

Glin  District  School — Conveyance  of  Chil- 
dren by  Waterford  Steamship  Co.,  June 
12.  902. 

Gun  Licences — Mr.  Ezan's  Application  re- 
fused, June  19,  1500. 
Industrial  Schools. 

Committal  of  Destitute  Children,  Circu- 
lar. June  8.  648. 
School  Attendance,  Committee's  Powers, 
June  12.  902. 
Infirmaries.  County.  Management  of— Re- 

Sresentatives  elected  by  County  Councils, 
une  15,  1189. 
Intermediate  Education. 
Rules  and  Programme  for  1900,  June  15, 
1193. 


Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.—cont. 

Viceregal  Commission,  June  13,  1071. 
Judicial  Rents. 

Cavan  Co.,  June  19,  1496. 

Equal  Rights  of  Tenants,  June  19,  1496. 
Kildare  Street  Library,  handing  over  to 

New  Irish  Department,  June  16,  1350. 
Labourers'    Cottages,    Disqualification  of 

District  Councillors,  etc.,  June  19,  1495. 
Land  Commission. 

Assistant  Commissioners. 

Bailieborough     Commissioners'  Judg- 
ments, June  8,  647. 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  delay  in  carrying  out, 

June  8,  650. 
Loan  Fund  Board — Illegalities,  June  9, 

764. 

Local  Government  Board  Orders. 

Printing,  etc.,  June  8,  651. 

Sale — Difficulty    in    obtaining  Copies, 
June  6,  439. 
Local  Government   Finance,  Labour  and 

Expense,  increase  in  under  new  Rules, 

June  15,  1192. 
Longford,  Countv  Council  Collector — Case 

of  W.  Jones,  June  13,  1072. 
Magistrates,  Resident,  Salaries,  June  9,  767. 
Migration  of  Population  of  Co.  Mayo — 

County  Council  Resolution,  June  6,  440. 
Monaghan  Union  Medical  Officer,  June  16, 

1351. 

Mullingar  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Building  Expenditure,  etc.,  June  19, 1499. 

Joint    Committee— Longford  Members, 
June  13.  1076. 
National  School  Teachers. 

Assistant   Teachers  and   the  Pension 
Fund,  June  19.  1495. 

Examinations,  June  12,  903. 

Guardians,   Teachers  as — Case  of  Mr. 

Kenny,  June  5.  304. 

Salaries,  Classification  of,  June  6,  438. 

Ulster  and  Connaught,  June  13,  1071. 
Newcastle   West   [Limerick]  Creamery — 

Sewer  Complaint.  Juno  15,  1193. 
O'Donnell,  Dominick— Inmate  of  Belmullet 

Union,  June  13,  1075. 
Oughtcrard  Union,  Fever  Outbreak,  June 

16,  1358. 

Phcenix  Park  Murderer,  Release  of,  June 
5,  299. 

Rating,  new  System—  Landlord  and  Tenant 

Agreements,  June  9,  769. 
Salmon  Fisheries — Illegal  Practices,  June 

9,  766. 

Science.  Royal  College  of,  Dublin— Build- 
ing, Control,  etc.,  June  16,  1350. 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Redemption,  June  1, 
84;  June  16,  1355. 

Town  Commissioners,  Chairman  of — Solici- 
tor losing  right  to  practise  at  Quarter 
Sessions,  June  16,  1360. 

Trawling  off  Howth — Compensation  to. 
Fishermen,  June  16,  1360;  June  19, 
1500. 

Tyrone  County  Council  Rate  Collector — 
ADDointment  of  W.  McFarland,  June  19, 

Valuation — Fixing  Fair  Rents,  etc.,  June 
8,  647 ;  June  9,  768 ;  June  15,  1195. 
Sligo,  June  12,  904.  : 
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Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.—  cant. 

Valuation  Acts— Revised  Valuations,  June 
16,  1352. 

Westport  Urban  Sanitary  Authority— Com- 
missioners' Petition,  June  13,  1074. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord — Secretary  for 
Scotland. 

Congested  Districts  [Scotland]  AcJ  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2r.,  June  2,  164. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  Bills, 
June  9,  752. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  2r.,  June  8,  611. 

Ballaghadereen  and  Castlerea. 
Sanitary  Works  in — Expenses. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Q.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1357. 

Ballyduff  Postal  Facilities. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  19, 
1494. 

Ballymahon  Postal  Arrangements. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury.  June 
19,  1491. 

Balrothert  County  Cess,  Standard  Rate. 
Q.  Mr.  Clancy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1353. 

Banditry,  Mr.  F.  G.  [Camberwell,  Peckham.] 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 
482.  492. 

Succession  [Scotland]  Bill,  2r.,  June  7, 
591.  . 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  2r.,  June  7,  577. 

Bandon.  Cost  of  Postage  of  Circulars. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Barry;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury. 
June  16,  1342. 

Banks. 

Colonial  and  Foreign  Banks  Guarantee 
Fund  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Barlow,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Somerset,  Frome]. 
China,  Affairs  of,  June  9,  868. 

Barracks. 

Ladysmith,  Insanitary  Condition  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
June  9,  771. 
Military  Works  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Barristers,  Women,  Practising  in  India. 
Miss  Sorabji's  Application  refused. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  8,  641. 

Barry,  Mr.  E.  [Cork  Co..  S.]. 

Circulars,  cost  of  Postage  in  Bandon  and 
Clone,  June  16.  1342. 

Valuation  Acts,  Ireland — Revised  Valua- 
tions, June  16,  1352. 

Barry,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  H.  S.  [Hunts,  Hunting- 
don]. 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Ireland,  Redemption, 
June  16,  1354. 

Barry  Railway  Bill. 

1.  coin.",  June  9,  749. 

Barton-on-Sea  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.#,  May  31,  2. 
Rep.#,  June  16,  1330. 
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Bartley,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.  [Islington,  N.]. 

Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  June  12,  908; 

com.,  June  8,  743. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.   June  13, 
1039. 

London  Water  [Purchase]  Bill,  2r.,  June 
1,  75. 

Municipal  Loans,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 
225. 

Municipal  Trading  Committee,  Appoint- 
ment of,  June  8.  661. 

Bath,  Postal  Deliveries. 

Q.  Col.  Welbv;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
5,  302. 

Bathing  Fatality,  Aldershot. 

Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys;   A.    Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  8,  640. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  Amendment 
Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  12.  991;  June  15,  1316. 

Batoum   and  District— Trade   Report  pre- 
sented, June  1,  68. 

Bawnboy  Rural  Postman's  Wages. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  13,  1068. 

Bayley.  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield]. 

Salisbury  Plain,  Rentals   of  Property- 
Return,  June  6,  442 ;  June  13,  1069. 
Vaccination  Law,  Enforcement  of — Local 
Government  Board  Action,  June  2,  215. 

Beach,  see  Hicks-Beach. 

Beaufort,  Duke  of — Sat  first  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  June  13,  993. 

Bechuanaland  Railway  Extension. 

Correspondence  with  Mr.  C.  J.  Rhodes, 
Copy  presented,  May  31,  7 ;  June  1,  68. 

Beer  Materials  Committee. 

Brewers'  Licences,  Substitutions  for  Hops, 
etc. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Quilter;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  June  15,  1183. 

Beerhouses. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  BilL 
see  that  Title. 

Beirut  and  Coast  of  Syria— Trade  Report 
presented,  June  8.  596. 

Belfast. 

Post  Office  Staff. 
Q.   Mr.   Schwann;  A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 

June  13,  1069. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  19,  1490. 
Riots. 

Nationalist  Demonstration. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  6,  527. 
Motion  [Mr.  Dillon],  June  1,  87. 
Religious  Disturbances. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  1,  85. 
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Belfast  -cont. 

Motion  [Mr.  Dillon],  June  1.  87. 
Queen's  Island  Workers.  Attacks  on. 
Qs.  Mr.  Dillon ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  13,  1073 ;  June  16,  1197. 

Belfast  Corporation  BilL 

c.  3r.*,  June  1,  73. 
1.  1b.*,  June  2,  162. 
2b.  \  June  15.  1166. 

Belfast  Water  Bill. 

1.  2b.*,  June  9,  751. 

Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railway 
BilL 

c.  con.*,  May  31,  1. 

3*,*,  June  5,  293. 
1.  1r.»,  June  6,  412. 

2r.*,  June  15.  1166. 

Bel  mullet.  Extra  Police  Force. 

Q.  Mr.  Crillv;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1075. 

Berehaven. 

Beacon,  Lighting— Complaints. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  13, 
1066. 
Pier,  Silting. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  12.  906. 

Beresford,  Lord  C.  [York]. 
China. 

Northern  Railway,  British   Loan  Con- 
tract— Russian  Protest.  June  8,  628. 


Bexhill  and  Rotherfield  Railway  Bill 

c.  Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 

Bexhill  and  St.  Leonards  Tramroads  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  430. 

Bhownagoree,  Sir  M.  M.  [Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.], 

Indian  Expenditure,  Royal  Commission 

Report,  June  2,  184. 
Madras  Riots,  June  15,  1176. 

Biowood,  Mr.  J.  [Middlesex,  Brentford]. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  [Amendment] 
Bill,  2r.,  June  12,  991. 

Bill,  Mb.  C.  [Staffordshire,  Leek]. 

Commercial  Travellers  in  Russia,  Tax  on, 
June  8,  629. 

"  Mandat-Poste  "  System,  Trial  of,  in  Eng- 
land, suggested,  June  8.  659. 

School  Teachers'  Superannuation,  Refor- 
matory and  Industrial  Schools,  June  12, 
901. 

Waima  Incident — Compensation  Claims, 
June  9,  839. 

Bills. 

Provisional  Order  Bills  Procedure — Inser- 
tion of  Names. 
Q.  Mr.  Lloyd-George ;  A.  Mr.  Russell, 
June  2,  175. 

Birkenhead  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  June  5.  293. 


Open  Door  Policy  v.  Spheres  of  Influ- 
ence, etc. — Attack  on  Lord  Salisbury's 
Policy,  June  9,  784. 
Peace  Conference,  June  9,  798. 
Soudan  Campaign. 
Deceased  Officers — Condolence  to  Rela- 
tives, etc.,  June  8,  697. 
Kitchener.  Lord,  Grant  to,  June  5,  359, 
369. 

Waima    Incident — Compensation  Claims, 
June  9.  784. 

Beresfobd's,  Lord  C,  Mission  to  China. 
0.,  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  9,  800. 

Bebkhamfstead  National  Schools. 

Ascension  Day — Attendance  of  Children  at 
Church. 

Q.  Mr.  Trevelvan;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
June  16.  1347. 

Bethell,  Commandeb  G.  R.  [York.  E.  R., 
Holderness]. 
Half-Timers — Education     of  Children 

Bill,  com.  May  31.  37,  38. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.  June  19.  1587. 
Telegraph  Service,  June  1,  132. 

Bethnal  Green. 

Schools,  Erection  by  London  School  Board. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  G.  Talbot ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  I 
June  12,  900. 
Working  Class  Dwellings,  Removal  of.  i 
Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  ' 
Ridley,  June  12,  900.  \ 


3b.*.  June  12.  889. 
1.   commons  ameodts. ' 
June  16,  1317. 


June  13,  994; 


Birmingham,  North  Warwickshire,  and 
Stratford-on-Avon  Railway  Bill. 

1.  3b.*,  June  2,  162. 
c.  1b.*,  June  5.  326. 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

Registrar-General,  Vote  for.  June  1,  159» 

Black  Head  Lighthouse. 

Q.  Mr.  Allan;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  2, 
180. 

Q.^Caot.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 

Blackpool  Improvement  Bill. 

c.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  6,  433. 

con.*.  June  12,  890. 

3b.\  June  15,  1170. 
1.  Ib.*,  June  16.  1318. 

Blind. 

State  Aid  for. 
Q.  Mr.  P.    O'Brien;    A.  Sir   M.  W. 

Ridlev.  June  12.  906. 
Q.  Mr."  P.  O'Brien ;   A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
June  16.  1348. 

Bloemfontkin  Conference,  see  Transvaal— 
Uitlanders'  Grievances. 

Blood-money— Crimping  in  United  States. 
Q.  Col.  Denny;  A.  Mi-.  Brodric 
12.  894. 


Boa*-Bro] 


{INDEX} 
May  31 — June  19. 


[VoL  72. 


Board  of  Agbicultube  and  Board  of  Trade, 
we  Agriculture  and  Trade. 

Board  of  Education  Bill 

Qs.  Mr.  Stevenson,  Col.  Lock  wood;  As. 
Mr.  A.  J.  BaUour,  June  19,  1500. 
Petition,  June  15, 1168. 

Boabding-out  System  fob  Paupeb  Childbek, 

see  Poor  Law  Children. 
Boebs,  see  Transvaal. 

Bpilebs— Water-tube,  on  H.M.  Ships.— State- 
ment. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
June  8,  633. 

Bombay. 

Civil  and  Criminal  Appeals  in  Political 
Courts — Return. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  15,  1178. 

Rootle  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  May  31,  1. 

3b.',  June  5,  293. 
1.  1r.*,  June  6,  412. 

2b.*,  June  15,  1166. 

Borough  Funds  Act,  1872. 

Petitions,  June  1,  3,  70,  78 ;  June  2,  163, 
173 ;  June  6,  414 ;  June  7,  537 ;  June  9, 
759,  1055. 

BORROWING  POWERS  OF  COUNTY  COUNCILS. 

S.,  June  2,  224. 

Boscawen,  Mb.  A.  S.  T.  G.  [Kent,  Tun- 
bridge]. 

Workhouses,    Religious  Ministrations, 
June  2,  267. 

Bottled  SrraiTS,  Duty  on. 

Finance  Bill— Motion  [Sir  M.  Hickst- 
Beacb],  June  6,  458. 

Boulnois,  Mb.  E.  [Marylebone,  E.]. 

Life  Assurance,  Lloyd's  Policies,  June  8, 
633. 

London  Government  Bill,  June  2,  186. 

Women,  Qualification  of,  June  6,  467. 
London  Water  Purchase  Bill,  2b.,  June  1, 

76. 

Botts field,  Mb.  W.  R.  [Hackney,  N.]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 

519,  520,  523. 
Bowles,  Mb.  T.  G.  [Lynn  Regis]. 

Agricultural  Land  Valuation — Finance  Bill, 

new  clause,  June  6,  452. 
Business   of   the  House — Precedence  of 

Government  Business,  June  19,  1514. 
Death    Duties,    Aggregation  Question — 

Finance  Bill,  June  6,  450. 
Oodalming  Corporation  Water  Bill,  con., 

June  13,  1003. 
Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  28. 
Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sundav  Closing]  Bill, 

2b..  June  7,  561,  562,  663,  565. 
Newfoundland  Fisheries,  Report,  June  16, 

1338. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  946. 

it 


Bowles,  Mr.  T.  V.—cont. 

Queen  Victoria,  South  sea,  Birthday  Cele- 
brations— Cancelling  of  Parade,  Juns  2, 
180. 

Salisbury  Plain— Rental*  of  Property,  June 
Supply — Business  of  the  House,  June  12, 


Undersized  Fish  Bill,  1b.,  June  8,  661,  652. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acta  Amendment  Bill, 
2b.,  June  7,  575. 

Bradford  Tramways  and  Improvement 
Bill 

Petition,  June  6,  431. 
Beady,  T.— Carrying  Firearms  without  licence, 
prosecution. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15,  1189. 

Bbakes,  Continuous — Return  presented,  June 
19,  1456,  1479. 

Brazil. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  8,  596 ;  June 
15,  1168. 

Bbewebs'  Licences — Substitutes  for  Hops,  etc 
Q.  Sir  C.  Quilter;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  June  15,  1183.  . 

Brigg  Urban  District  Oas  Bill. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*,  June  2,  167. 

Brighton  Marine  Palace  and  Pier  Bill 

c.  2a.*,  June  7,  537. 

Bristol  Floods  Prevention  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Bristol  Oas  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  19,  1477. 

British  Columbia. 

Japanese  Immigration. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
June  8,  636. 

British  New  Guinea. 
Papers  ^relating  to. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Lubbock ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  6,  440. 

British  South  Africa  Company. 

Bechuanaland  Railway  Extension — Copy  of 
Correspondence  presented,  May  31,  7; 
June  1,  68. 

Bbixton. 

City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill;  see  that 

Title. 

Bbodbick,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John— Under 
Secretary   for    Foreign   Aflairs  [Surrey, 
Guildford]. 
Anglo-American   Commission,  June  1, 

82  -,  June  5,  299 ;  June  13,  1064. 
Armenia. 

Archbishops  and  Bishops,  Detention 
of,  June  1,  80 ;  June  15,  1179. 

Distressed  Armenians— Peace  Confer- 
ence, June  12,  894. 

Kurdish    Atrocities  —  Russian  and 
French  Protest,  June  16.  1337. 

Massacres   of   1896  —  Compensation 
Claims,  June  9,  764. 
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Bbodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John— cont. 

Canton,  British    Traders  at— Case  of 
Messrs.  Banker  and  Co.,  June  2,  176. 
China. 

Affairs  of.  Lord  Salisbury's  Policy- 
Lord  C.  Beresford's  Attack,  etc., 
June  9,  800. 
Anglo-Russian  Agreement. 
Pekin   and    Manchurian  Railway, 

June  1,  82 ;  June  8,  630. 
Russian  Sphere  of  Interest,  Exten- 
sion, June  13,  1065. 
French   Claims  —  Mining  Rights  in 

Szechuen,  June  2,  183. 
Northern  Railway,  British  Loan  Con- 
tract—Russian Protest,  June  8,  628. 
Rice  Exports  from  Nanking,  Prohibi- 
tion of,  June  13,  1065. 
Ta-lien-wan  as  an  Open  Port — Russian 
Cargoes,  British  Vessels  carrying, 
June  2,  175. 
Yang-tsse  Valley,  Geographical  Defini- 
tion, etc.,  June  8,  631. 
Commercial  Travellers  in  Russia,  Tax  on, 

June  8,  629. 
Consuls,  Foreign,  Exemption  from  Taxa- 
tion, Juqe  8,  628. 
Crimping  in  United  States— Blood-money, 

June  12,  894. 
Foreign  Service  Messengers,  June  9,  762. 
Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill,  com., 

June  13,  1004,  1170. 
Most    Favoured   Nation  Clause— United 

States  Treaties,  June  9,  763. 
Muscat  Incident,  Papers  relating  to,  June 
8,  627. 

Persia,  Russian  Railway  Construction — 
Expiration  of  Agreement,  etc.,  June  8, 

Persian  Gulf,  British  Trade  Interests- 
Railway  Concessions  to  Germany,  June 
8,  629. 

Russia,  Trade  in — 

United  States,  France  and  German 
Activity,  June  12,  893. 

Soudan :  — 

Fever  among  Troops,  June  2,  180. 
Garstiu's,  Sir  W.,  Report,  June  19,  1484. 
Military  Operations,  Prospective,  June 
8,  631. 

Omdurman,  Battle  of — British  Officers 
with  Native  Troops,  June  8,  631. 

Prisoners,  Release  of,  June  2,  179. 
Sugar  Bounties,  Abolition  of,  June  9,  763. 
Tonga— Visit  of  H.M.S.  "  Tauranga,"  etc., 

June  8,  630 ;  June  13,  1064. 
Turco-Servian  Frontier,  Fighting  on,  June 

19,  1483. 

Turkish  Loan  of  1855,  June  13,  1064; 

June  15,  1180. 
Waima  Incident — Compensation    Claims,  i 

June  9,  812. 

3rompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway 


c.  con.*,  June  9,  756. 

3r.*,  June  13,  1002. 
1.  1r.*,  June  15,  1166. 
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Brooke's  Park  (Londonderry)  BilL 

1.  Rep.*,  June  13,  993. 

3r.*,  June  16,  1317. 
c.  la.*,  June  19,  1478. 

Broughty  Ferry  Gas  and  Paving  Order 
BilL 

c.  Rep.#,  June  2,  168 
3r.#,  June  5,  295. 
Brunner,  Sir  J.  T.  [Cheshire,  Northwich]. 
London  Government  Bill,   con.,  June  6. 
49L 

Brussels  Conference, 

West  African  Liquor  Traffic,  see  Africa, 
West. 

Brtce,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  S.]. 

Board  of  Education  Bill — Business  of  the 

House,  June  19,  1512. 
Education,  Scotland,  Grants,  etc.,  June 

16,  1394. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 
461. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  935. 

Brynmawr  and  Western  Valleys  Railway 
BUI. 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com. ,  June  15,  1165. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R.  [Aberdeenshire,  E.]. 
Ladvsmitb  Barracks,  Insanitary  condition, 

June  9,  771. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.  June  12,  913,  944. 
School  Teachers,   Scottish,  Pensions  to, 

June  9,  773. 
Secondary  and  Technical  Schools,  Scotland, 

June  13,  1069. 

Buenos  Ayres. 

Cattle  Trade — Hindustan  losses. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Long,  June  13, 
1067. 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany BilL 

1.  Rep.*,  June  8,  594. 

3r>,  June  13,  994. 
c.  1r.*,  June  15,  1175. 

Building  Feus  and  Leases  (Scotland)  BilL 

Petitions,  June  2,  173;  June  5,  296. 

Bullets. 

Dum-Dum  Bullet,  see  that  Title. 
India,  Report  Ordered  [Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton], June  8,  627. 
Bcbial  Grounds,  see  Cemeteries. 

Burley-in-Wharfedale    Urban  District 
Water  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Burmese   Woman,   Outrage  on  by  British 

Soldiers,  see  India. 
Bcrns,  Mr.  J.  [Battersea]. 

Baths  and  Wasbhouses  Acts  [Amendment] 

Bill,  2r.,  June  12,  991. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.  June  6,  497 ; 

June  8,  708,  727. 
Lunacy  Bill,  2r.,  June  12,  pMy^^I- 
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Bury  Corporation  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  450. 

Business  of  the  House. 

Q.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Boulnois,  Mr.  Mor- 
ley,  Mr.  Dillon,  Sir  W.  Lawson,  Mr.  J. 
Redmond,  Capt.  Pretyman,  Mr.  Drage ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfonr,  June  2,  186 ;  Qs. 
Mr.  Crombie,  Mr.  Channing,  Sir  H. 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  C.  Cameron ; 
As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  8,  660; 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Cameron,  Mr.  Bowles,  Mr. 
Channing,  Mr.  Bartlev ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  June  12.  907 ;  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  13.  1078; 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Capt.  Donelan; 
As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  15,  1198. 

Government  Business,  Precedence  of, 
Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour]  June  19, 
1502. 

Buxton,  Mr.  S.  C.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar]. 
Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com.  June  8, 
740. 

'  London  Government  Bill,  con.  June  6,  465, 
480.  485,  503.  509.  510;  June  8.  710, 
715,  730. 

Bt-Elections. 

Edinburgh  [East  Division] 

New  Writ.  June  13.  1078. 
Edinburgh  [South  Division]. 

New  Writ,  June  9,  762. 
Lancashire    [Southport],    New  Member 

Sworn,  June  1.  87. 
Yorkshire.  W.-R.  [Osgoldcross]. 

New  Writ,  June  19,  1474. 

Cables. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme,  see  that  Title. 
South  Africa — Delay  in  transmission  of 
Sir  A.  Milner's  Memorandum. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffith;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  13,  1059. 

Calcutta  Municipal  Bill. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts :  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  16.  1336. 

C  ALDER. 

Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Caldwell.  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  Mid]. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  [Amendment] 

Bill.  2r..  June  12.  992. 
Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill.  com..  June  8, 

756.  744. 

Education.  Scotland— Attendance  of  Chil- 
dren at  School,  etc..  June  16,  1424. 

Finance  Bill,  con.,  June  6.  459. 
Promissory  Notes.  June  8.  751,  732. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill.  com..  June  12.  923.  931,  936,  939. 
942.  946.  957.  959.  962.  964.  969,  971. 
974.  987:  June  19.  1537.  1544,  1549,  1551, 
1566.  1567.  1570.  1585.  1588.  1589.  1592. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  [England  and 
Ireland]  Bill,  com.,  June  8,  748. 

Caledonian  Railway  [General  Powers] 
Bill. 

1.  Rep.*,  June  12,  877. 
3r.,  June  19,  1454. 
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Cambridge  University  and  Town  Gas  BilL 

c.  5r.*,  June  1.  73. 

1.  commons  amendts.,  June  8.  593. 

Cameron.  Sir  C.  [Glasgow,  Bridgeton]. 

Bakerv    Dispute.    Glasgow—Case   of  A. 

M'Naughton,  June  19.  1485. 
Finance  Bill— Local  Loans,  June  8,  732, 

735.  754. 

Indian  Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act.  1899,  June 
15,  1278. 

Orphan  Homes,  Scottish — Education  of 
Children,  etc.,  June  12,  8%;  June  16, 
1558,  1429. 

"  Parliamentary  Debates, '  Delav  in  Publi- 
cation, June  5  [72],  503. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill.  com..  June  12.  941.  968;  June  19, 
1540,  1543,  1556,  1560,  1562,  1567,  1569, 
1570,  1574,  1575.  1579.  1586. 

Telegraphs  [Telephonic  Communication, 
etc.]  Bill.  June  8,  661;  June  12,  907; 
June  19,  1501. 

Campbell- Bannerman,    Rt.    Hon.    Sir  H. 
[Stirling  Burghs]. 

Business  of  the  House — Precedence  of 
Government  Business,  June  19,  1505, 
1527. 

Death  Duties.  Aggregation  Question— Fi- 
nance Bill.  June  6.  449. 

Finance  Bill.  con..  June  6.  458. 

Indian  Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act.  1899,  Jaw 
15.  1307. 

London  Government  Bill — Qualification  of 
Women.  June  13,  1084. 

Naval  Works  Bill,  June  8,  660. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com..  June  12.  914,  920,  925,  938, 
976.  979.  984.  988 ;  June  19,  1533.  1552, 
1558,  1570,  1571,  1578,  1583.  1585. 

Soudan  Expedition. 

Kitchener.  Lord,  Grant  to. 
Mahdi's  Body,  Treatment  of,  etc.,  Jane 
5,  352. 

Money  Grants,  House  of  Lords  initUt- 
in^ — Question  of  Privilege,  June  5, 

Thanks  of  the  House  to  Lord  Kitchener, 
June  8,  667. 

Camperdown,  Earl  of. 

Transvaal — Uitlanders'  Grievances. 
Bloemfontein  Conference.  June  8.  597. 

Canada. 

Anglo-American  Commission,  see  that  Titk. 
Pauper  Children  Emigration,  see  PoorL»» 
Children. 

Canary  Islands. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Canton— British    Traders'  Rights— Case  of 
Messrs.  Banher  and  Co. 

Q.  Mr.  Hatch ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
2,  176. 
Cape  Colony. 

Anti-British  Propaganda. 

Qs.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  Mac- 
Neill ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Jnne 
15.  1182 ;  Q.  Mr.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  16,  1358. 

Observatory,  Report  presented,  June  2.  16a, 
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Caps  to  Cairo  Railway  Scheme. 

Bechuanaland  Extension — Correspondence 
with  Mr.  Rhodes  presented,  May  31,  7 ; 
June  1,  68. 

Cardiff. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiff]  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill. 

I.  Rep.*.  June  13,  993. 
3r.,  June  19,  1454. 

Carew,  Mr.  J.  L.  [Dublin,  College  Green]. 
Kildare    Agricultural    Grant,  Reduction, 

June  8,  650. 
Tea,  Adulteration  of — Inquiry.  June  9,  775. 

Carmarthen — Charities. 

Commissioners'  Report,  Delay  in  Publica- 
tion. 

Q.   Mr.    L.   Morgan;  A.  Mr.  G. 
Lawson,  June  19.  1487. 
Return  presented,  June  8,  626. 

Carmen- — Street  Obstruction. 

Dismissal  of  Prosecution  at  Marylebone 
Police  Station. 

Q.    Gen.  Laurie ;    A.   Mr.  Collings, 
June  15.  1184. 

Carmichael,  Sir  T.  G.  G.  [Edinburgh,  Mid- 
lothian]. 

Newfoundland  Fisheries  Report,  June  16, 
1338. 

Carnarvon  Polling  District. 

County  Council  Order  presented,  June  1,  , 
70,  79.  i 

Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  E.  [Dublin  University]. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  Con.,  June  13, 
1013,  1018. 

Carter,  Rev.  C.  E.  J.— Illegal  Practices  at 
Government  Factory  Chapels. 
Qs.  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  C.  Williams ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  June  12,  897. 

Oastlerea  and  Ballaghadereen — Sanitary 
Works — Expenses. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1357. 

Cattle  Trade. 

Buenos  Ayres — Hindustan  Losses. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Long,  June  13, 
1067. 

Cattston,  Mr.  R.  K.  [Southwark,  W.] 

London  Government  Bill.  Con..  June  8,  726. 
Oavan. 

Fair  Rent  applications — Delay  in  hearing. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1355. 
Land     Commission — Sub-Commissioners' 
Judgment*. 

Q.   Mr.  S.  Young;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  8.  647. 
Local  Government  Board — Refusal  to  trans- 
fer divisions  from  Granard  to  Cavan 
Union. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1075. 
Magistracy,  Vacancy. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1359. 
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Tramwavs  Act — Relief  to  Ratepayers. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  19,  1492. 

Cecil,  Lord  H.  [Greenwich]. 

London  Government  Bill.  Con.,  June  6, 
490.  524;  June  8,  703.  710. 

Celtic  Language  in  Irish  Schools. 
Reduction  in  number  of  marks. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1354. 

Cemetries  Bating  Bill. 

Petition,  June  5,  2%. 
Cemetery  Scandal,  Aberdeen. 

Q.  Gen.  Russell;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  19.  1486. 

Central  Telegraph  Staff,  see  Telegraphists.. 
Ceylon. 

Waste  Land  Ordnances — Mr.  Le  MesurierV 
Complaints,  Papers  relating  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  13,  1059. 

Chain  Cables. 

See  Anchors  and  Chain  Cables. 
Chairman  of  Committees — Rt.  Hon.  J.  W. 
Lowther. 

Chaloner,  Capt.  R.  G.  W.  [Wilts.,  Westbury]. 
London  Government  Bill,  Con..  June  6, 

521.  523. 
Money-lending  Bill.  June  8,  660. 

Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J. — Secretary  of  State- 
for  the  Colonies  [Birmingham,  W.J. 
Africa,  West,  Liquor  Trade. 

Brussels  Conference,  June  13,  1063. 
Spirit  Duties  Increase,  June  15.  1181. 

Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J. 

Anglo-American  Commission,  June  6,  441. 
Ansahs  of  Ashanti — Compensation,  etc., 

June  15,  1180. 
"Anti-British"     Propaganda     in  Cape 

Colony.  June  15,  1183 ;  June  16.  1338. 
British  Columbia— Japanese  Immigration, 

June  8.  636. 
Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordnances,  June  13, 

1059. 

Imperial  Institute  and  the  London  Univer- 
sity Scheme,  June  6,  441. 

Indian  Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act,  June  15, 
1291. 

Mauritius  Sugar  Industry,  June  13,  1063. 
Natal,   Boers   in  — Alleged   Arming  by 

Transvaal  Government,  June  13,  106L 
New  Guinea.  British — Papers  relating  to, 

June  6.  440. 
Newfoundland  Fisheries,  Report,  June  16, 

1338. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme.  June  13,  1063. 
Sierra  Leone— Sir  D.  Chalmers'  Report, 

June  2,  177. 
Transvaal,  Uitlandere'  Grievance,  etc. 

Applebe,   Mrs.,  Murder  of,   June  19, 

Bloemfontein  Conference.  June  8,  637. 
Arbitration — President  Kruger's  Pro- 
posal. June  13,  1060. 
Miluer's,  Sir  A.,  Memorandum,  June 
13,  1060. 

[Continued 


Cha— Chi] 


{INDEX} 
May  3\—June  19. 


[Vol.  72. 


Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J. — cont. 

Edgar,  Mr.,   Killed   by  Policeman  at 

Johannesburg — Compensation  to  Mrs. 

Edgar,  June  2,  183;  June  19,  1485. 
Oath  of  Allegiance — Naturalisation  of 

British  Subjects,  June  16,  1337. 
Political  Rights,  June  13,  1061,  1062. 
Rhodes',    Mr.,    Interviews    with  Mr. 

Chamberlain,  Alleged,  June  15,  1182. 
L'itlanders'  Petition— Signatures,  June  5, 

306. 

War,  Declaration  of,  Previous  to  Jame- 
son Raid,  June  19,  1485. 

Chancellor  of  the  Excheqcer — Right  Hon. 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 

West  Indies— Fruit  Steamers,  Local  Duties 
on  Rum,  etc.,  June  6,  441. 

Channel  Islands — From  Crown  Rights, 
Revenues — Return  Ordered  [Sir  C.  Dilke], 
June  12,  893. 

Channing,  Mb.  F.  A.  [Northampton,  East]. 

Adulteration  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill — 
Business  of  the  House,  June  12,  908. 

Business  of  the  House— Precedence  of 
Government  Business,  June  19,  1519. 

Desborough  Level  Crossing  Fatality,  In- 

Juest — Board  of  Trade  Representative, 
une  2,  181. 
Divine  Service  at  Enfield  Ordnance  Factory 
Chapel — Illegal    Practices,    June  12, 
897. 

Dum-Dum  Bullet,  issue  of,  to  Troops  in 

India,  June  5,  301. 
Lunacy  Bill,  2r..  June  12,  990. 
*'  Parliamentary  Debates,"  Delay  in  Publi- 
cation, June  5.  304. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

—Expenses,  June  12,  910. 
Railway    Servants,     Fatalities  Among, 

Number  of,  June  2,  178. 
Soudan  Campaign :  — 

Grant  to  Lord  Kitchener,  House  of 
Lords  Initiating  Money  Grants — Ques- 
tion Of  Privilege,  June  5,  321. 
Tigris  of  the  House  —  Cruelty  to 
W&iwled  Dervishes,  Alleged,  June  8, 
67l  681,682. 

sinews  of  the  House,  June  8, 

it 

iv  J  me  2..  198,  19-9,  218. 


[■on.  H.— President  of  the  Local 
nt    Board    [Lincolnshire,  Slea- 


Chapux. 

Goveri 
ford].' 

Blind,  «Ue  An  I  for,  June  16,  1349. 
Loans,  Municipal,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 
227. 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiries,  June 
2,  281. 

Meat  Inspection  at  Liverpool — Appoint- 
ment of  Unqualified  Inspector,  June  16. 
1348. 

Poor  Law  Children— Education,  Barrack 

Schools,  etc.,  June  2,  256. 
Reading  Public  Vaccinator — Remuneration, 
t  June  16,  1349. 
Vaccination,  Conscientious  Objections,  etc., 

June  2,  193,  194,  197,  213.  215. 
Workhouses,  Religious  Ministration,  June 

2,  278. 
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Charing  Cross,  Euston  and  Hempstead 
Railway  Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  com.  of  Selection,  June  12, 
879. 

Charitable  and  Otheb  Allowances. 

Vote  for,  com.*,  June  1,  157,  Rep.*, 
June  2,  288. 

Charities      and     Charity  Commission, 
Carmarthen. 

Delay  in  Publication  of  Report. 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Morgan;  A.  Mr.  G.  Lair- 
son,  June  19,  1487. 
Return  Presented,  June  8,  626. 
Endowed  Schools,  Report  Presented,  June 

8,  596,  625. 
Flint,  Inquiry,  Paper  Presented,  May  31, 
7. 

Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  Report 
Presented,  June  14,  1091.  June  15,  1168. 

Yorkshire,  West  Riding,  Return  Presented, 
June  8,  626. 

Charles,  Sir  A.— Appointment  as  Dean  of 
Arches. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  McArthur;  A.  Mr.  Collings, 

June  15.  1186. 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Mr.  Collings,  June 

16,  1340. 

Cheap  Trains  Bill. 

Petition,  June  5,  296. 
Chile. — Trade  Report  presented,  June  15,  1168. 
Children. 

Education,  see  that  Title. 

Half-timers     Bill,     see     Education  oi 

Children  Bill. 
Jam  Factories,  Labour  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Rid- 
ley, June  5,  297. 
Poor  Law  Children,  see  that  Title. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to — Petition 
for  alteration  of  Law,  June  12,  892. 
China. 

Anglo-Russian  Agreement — Russian  De- 
mand, Pekin  and  Manchurian  Railway, 
S.  June  9,  790,  808,  816,  828,  855,  859, 
867. 

Q.  Mr.  Provand;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 

June  1.  82. 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8,  630. 
Army  Reorganisation,  S.   June  9,  789, 
801. 

Beresford,  Lord  C,  Mission,  S.  June  9, 
800. 

Break-up  of  China,  S.  June  9,  798,  810. 
British  Government  Policy — Lord  Charles 
Beresford's  Protest,   etc.,   S.  June  9, 
786,  815,  847.  866. 
British  Trade,  S.  June  9,  785,  903,  843. 
Canton,'  British  Traders  in — Case  of  Messrs. 
Banner  and  Co. 
Q.  Mr.  Hatch ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
2,  176. 

Fiscal  Reforms,  S.  June  9,  802. 
French  Claims — Mining  Rights  in  Szechuen. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon  ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
2.  183. 

Government  Reorganisation. 

S.  June  9.  801. 
Northern  Railway— British  Loan  Contract 

— Russian Prote*fc  VjOOg  IC 
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China— cont. 

Q.  Lord  C.  Beresford ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick,  June  8,  628. 
Open-Door  Policy  v.  Spheres  of  Influence, 

S.  June  9.  779,  786,  793,  804,  828,  847. 
"  Pipe-down  "  Policv. 

0.  Lord  Charles  "Beresford,  S.  June  9, 
799. 

Railways,  S.  June  9.  796. 
Rice  Exports  from  Nanking. 
Q.  Mr.  Provand ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
13,  1065. 

Russian  Railway  Interests — Correspondence 

presented.  June  5,  291.  297. 
Russian  Sphere  of  Interest,  Extension  of — 
Anglo-Russian  Agreement. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett ;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick.  June  13,  1065. 
Squadron,  British.  Visit  to  China. 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Ooschen, 
June  9,  776. 
Ta-lien-wan  as   an   Open  Port — Russian 
Cargoes,  British  Vessels  carrving. 

Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  2,  175. 
Tientsin  Treaty. 

S.  June  9.  788.  806.  854. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  2,  163. 
Yang-tsze  Valley. 
S.  June  9,  793.  805.  824.  854,  862,  866. 
Geographical     Definition,  Railway 
Rates,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Lambert ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8.  630. 
"  No  Man's  Land,"  S.  June  9.  842,  856. 

Chbistmas  Boxes.  Postmen's. 

0.  Mr.  Steadman,  June  1,  102. 

Church  Discipline  Bill. 

Petition,  June  19.  1478. 
Church   Discipline  and  Public  Worship 
Regulation,  Return  presented,  June  7,  539. 

Church  of  England. 

Confessional  Boxes,  Return  presented,  June 

15,  1167. 
Ritualistic  Practices. 
Danbury,  Rev.,  Illegal  Practices  at  St. 
Michael's,  Southampton. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  June  12,  907. 
Enfield  Small  Arms  Factory. 
Ritualistic    Practices   in  Government 
Chapel*. 

Qs.  Mr.  Channing.  Mr.  C.  Wil- 
liams; As.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  12,  898. 

Church  Stretton  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6.  430. 
Circulars,  Postage  in  Bandon  and  Clone. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Barrv;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
16,  1342. 

City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  2.  168. 
con.*,  June  7,  537. 
3r.",  June  12.  890. 

1.  1r.#,  June  13.  994. 

Crra,  Employment — Retired  Army  and  Navy 
Officers. 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;   A.  Mr.  Anstruther, 
June  8,  657. 
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Civil  Service. 

India  —  Examinations.    Regulations  pre- 
sented. June  1,  69,  78 ;  May  31,  6. 
Pav  Deductions. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June- 
2,  177. 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  see  Supply. 

Clancy.  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  County,  N.]. 

Balrotherv   Countv  Cess — Standard  Rate,. 

June  16*.  1353. 
Service  Franchise  Bill.  con.  June  14,  1154. 
Trawling   off  Howth — Compensation  to 

Fishermen,  June  16.  1360;  June  19.  1500. 

Clapham  Sorting  Office — Vacancies. 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
1,  81. 

Clark,  Dr.  [Caithness]. 

Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1339.  1439r 
1449. 

Letters — Dailv  Deliveries.  June  1.  125. 
Lighthouse   Keepers,    Scottish  —  Retiring 

Allowances,  etc.,  June  16.  1342. 
Pauper   Children,  Education,  etc.,  June 

2,  249. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill.  com..  June  12.  920.  928.  931,  938, 
945.  947.  953. 955.  961,  964.  967.  973,  975, 
982;  June  19.  1533.  1539.  1546.  1553, 
1562.  1569,  1570,  1577, 1592, 1593. 
Expenses.  June  12.  909. 

Vaccination  Prosecutions,  June  2,  218. 

Clarke.  Sir  E.  [Plymouth]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  482, 
491,  506,  514. 

Clay  Cross  Water  Bill 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Clergy. 

Tithe-owning  Clergy  of  England  and  Wales 
— Agricultural  Rates  Act  Petition,  June 
8,  597. 

Tithe  Rent-Chars?  [Rates]  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Clone — Postage  or  Circulars. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Barry;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
16.  1342. 

Clough,  Mr.  W.  0.  [Portsmouth]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 
523,  524. 

Clyde  Navigation  Bill. 

c.  2r.#,  June  15,  1170. 
Coalville  Urban  District  Gas  Bill. 

1.  commons  amendts.",  June  2,  161. 
Royal  Assent,  June  6,  410. 

Coatbridge. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Water  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Cobham  Gas  Bill 

1.  3r.*.  June  2,  161. 
c.  1r.*,  June  5.  326. 
2r.»,  June  14,  1089. 

Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  [Ayrshire,  North]. 
Private   Legislation   Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  979. 

Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent]. 
Clerical  Tithes  Bill— Business  of  1 
June  19,  1519. 


Ooh— Con] 


{INDEX} 
May  31—  June  19. 


[Vol.  72. 


Cohen,  Mr.  B.  L.  [Islington.  E.] 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  473.  i 

Coinage,  Expenses  of,  Vote  for,  Rep.*,  June 
1.  158. 

Coleridge,  Lord. 

Crime.  Incitement  to,  Ireland — M'Hale  v. 
Sullivan.  June  12,  881.  882,  884. 

•Collixgs,  Rt.  Hon.  J. — Under-Secretary  for  the 
Home  Office  [Birmingham.  Bordesley]. 
Ecclesiastical  Judges — Appointment  of  Sir 
A.  Charles.  June  15.  1186;  June  16, 
1340. 

Naturalisation  Certificates,  Obtaining 
from  Secretary  of  State,  June  15,  1185. 

Street  Obstruction — Dismissal  of  Prose- 
cution against  Carmen,  June  15,  1185. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment 
Bill.  2r.,  June  7,  574,  575.  581. 

Colonial  Loan  Funds  Bill. 

c.  com.,  735. 

Colonial  Loan  Funds  Bill. 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  9,  777. 

Colonial  Office. 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.  Hon.  J.  Chamber- 
lain. 

Parliamentary  Secretary— Earl  of  Selborne. 

Colonial  and  Foreign  Banks  Guarantee 
Fund  Bill. 

c.  2r.\  June  6,  430. 
Rep.*,  June  16.  1330. 

Colonies. 

Annual  Reports  Presented,  June  1,  69; 
June  2,  170;  June  19,  1456,  1479. 

Probates  Act,  Queensland,  Order  in  Coun- 
cil Presented,  June  6.  414.  434. 

Colville,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  N.E.]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill 

2r.,  June  7.  544. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  928. 
Quarrier'a    Orphan  Homes — Education  of 

Children,  June  16,  1434. 

Coherford,  P. — Fishing  Prosecution. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16.  1358.  I 
Commerce,  see  Trade  and  Commerce. 
Commercial  Edvcation.  j 
United  States,  Report  Presented,  June  15, 

1168.  j 
University  of  London  and  the  Imperial  ; 
Institute  Scheme,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Russell,  ; 
June  1.  80. 

Commercial  Travellers.  I 
Russia.  Tax  on  British  Commercial  Tra-  ! 
vellers  in.  j 
Q.  Mr.  Bill;  A.  Mr.  Broderick,  June 
8,  629. 

Commercial  Post-cards. 

Q.  Sir  R.  Hanson ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury. 
June  12,  904. 
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Commercial  Treaties. 

Most   Favoured   Nation  Clause— Foreign 
Treaties. 

y.  Col.  Milward;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  9,  763. 

Commissions. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Companies  WiNDiNo-rp  Orders. 

Return  Ordered  [Mr.  C.  McArthur].  June 
13,  1057. 

Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

Petition,  June  15,  1175. 
Compensation  to  Workmen  for  Injuries. 

See  Workmen's  Compensation. 
Compton,  Lord  A.  F.  [Beds.,  Biggleswade]. 
Death  Duties,  Aggregation — Finance  Bill, 
new  clause,  June  6th,  444,  452. 

Comptroller  and  Auditor-General. 
Retirement  of  Mr.  Mills. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Kenna ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  1,  83. 

Confectionery.  Indian  Exports — Return. 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  June 
6.  443. 

Confessional  Boxes — Church   of  England, 
Return  Presented,  June  15,  1167. 

Congested  Districts  [Ireland]  Board. 
Bagot  Estate. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfosr, 
June  15,  1188. 
Dillon's.  Lord.  Estate. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  16,  1361. 

Congested    Districts    (Scotland)  Act 
Amendment  Bill. 

1.  2r.,  June  2.  164. 
Rep.*,  June  5.  291. 
3r.*,  June  6,  429. 

Congo— Trade   Returns   Presented,  June  19, 
1456. 

Conisbrocgh  and  Woodhouse  Railwat. 
See  Woodhouse  and  Conisbrough  Railway. 

Connafcht— National  School  Teachers. 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1070. 

CONNAUGHT  RANGERS  AT  MeERCT. 

Shooting  Case. 

Q.   Mr.   H.   Roberts;    A.   Lord  G. 
Hamilton.  June  16,  1335. 

Constabulary  ,  Royal  Irish.  . 

Belmullet.  Extra  Police  Force  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Crillv;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  i075. 
Mr.  Hale  v.  Sullivan,  Debate  [1.].  June  12, 
880. 

Meehan,  District  Inspector,  Conduct  of. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15,  1195. 
Promotion. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1266. 
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Constantinople, 
Claims. 

Q.  Col.  Denny;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
9,  765. 

Consuls,  Foreign — Exemption  from  Taxation. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8,  627. 

Contagious  Diseases  [Animals],  see  Diseases 
of  Animals. 

Cookstown  Orange  Riots. 
Q.  Mr.   Dillon ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  | 
June  8,  646. 
Q.  Mr.  Doogan;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1194.  ' 


Cooper's  Hill 
Officers. 


College— Retirement  of 


June 


S.  King; 
15,  1178. 


Cork. 

Council     Contracts,     Disqualification  of 
Shareholder  as  Councillor. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8.  652. 
Military  District — Contracts   for  Stores, 
Complaints. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams. June  19,  1482. 

Cork  Corporation  (Finance)  Bill. 

1.  2r.#,  June  8,  594. 
Coroners. 

Lincolnshire  Coroners'  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Corruption,  Prevention  op, 

See  Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill. 

Costello,  P.,  Case  of, 

Q.  Mr.  Haydon;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19,  1495. 

Councillors  and  Aldermen — Qualification 
of  Women — London  Government  Bill, 
Mr.  Courtney's  new  clause,  June  6,  464 — 
Mr.  Elliot's  Amendment,  June  13,  1078. 

County  Cess,  Ireland. 

Balrothery — Standard  Rate. 
Q.  Mr.  Clancy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1353. 

County    Councillors    [Oualification  of 
Women]  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petition,  June  2,  173. 
County  Councils. 

Borrowing  Powers,  S.,  June  2,  224. 
Irish  Questions,  see  Ireland. 
Local    Government    Board    Powers,  see 
Local  Government  Board. 

County  Courts. 

Fees — Proposed  Reduction. 
Q.   Sir  C.   Dilke;   A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  5,  299. 

Officers  [Ireland]  Clerical  Assistance,  Grant 
for— Return. 

Q.  Mr.  Engledew;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  6,  438. 
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Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H.  [Cornwall,  Bodmin]. 
Indian  Sugar  Duties — Tariff  Act,  1899, 

June  15.  1283. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.  June  6, 
487,  489. 

Women,  Qualification  as  Aldermen  and 
Councillors,  June  6,  464. 
Paris  Exhibition — British  Works  of  Art, 

June  15,  1186. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill.  com.  June  19,  1544,  1545,  1551. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2b.,  June  7,  571. 

Cranborne.  Vis.  [Rochester]. 

Day  School  Code— Articles  37  and  42, 

June  19,  1487. 
Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.  May  31,  19,  41,  42. 
London  Government  Bill,   con.  June  8, 

705. 

Crawford,  T.,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Austin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  308. 

Crilly,  Mr.  D.  [Mayo,  North]. 

Belmullet,  Extra  Police  Force,  June  13, 
1075. 

Dublin  General  Post  Office,  Officials* 
Grievances.  June  2,  284. 

Dublin*  Metropolitan  Police  —  Summer 
Clothing,  June  13,  1074. 

O'Donnell,  Dominick — Inmate  of  Belmul- 
let Union,  June  13,  1074. 

Crime.  Incitement  to,  Ireland,  M'Hale  v. 
Sullivan,  Debate. 
(1.)  June  12,  880. 
Crimping — United  States. 

Q.  Col.  Denny;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
12,  894. 

Cripps.  Mr.  C.  A.  [Gloucester,  Stroud]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.  May  31,  40. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.  June  6, 
501.  511,  514,  515. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill.  com.  June  12.  919,  920,  923,  924, 
927,  928,  934,  938.  977,  986,  988 ;  June 
19.  1533.  1537,  1538.  1539.  1542,  1543, 
1545.  1549,  1578.  1588.  1592. 

Crofters'  Holdings  [Scotland]  Act  [1888] 
Amendment  Bill. 

Petition,  June  2.  173. 
Crombie,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Kincardineshire]. 

Education,  Scotland,  June  8,  635;  June 
16,  1441. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.  June  12,  941 ;  June  19,  1560. 

Scotch  Estimates — Business  of  the  House. 
June  8,  660. 

Secondary  Education.  Scotland,  June  16. 
1402. 

Universities,  Scottish— Number  of  Stu- 
dents, June  12,  896. 

Cross.  Mr.  A.  [Glasgow,  Camlachie]. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.  June  12,  963. 

Cross,  Viscount.       Dm  ^GoOgle 
London  Government  Bill,  June  15,  1169. 


Cro-Dil] 
Orowborongh  District  Gas  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent.  June  6,  409. 

Orowborongh  District  Water  Bill. 

L  3b.*.  June  1,  66. 

c.  Lords  Amendments*,  June  9,  756. 

Customs  Department. 

Boatmen's  Grievances,  S.,  June  1,  149. 
Goschen  Minute,  S.,  June  1,  143,  146. 
Officers'  Grievances,  Debate  in  com.  of 

Supply,  June  1,  132. 
Outdoor    Officers  —  Hours    of  Labour, 
Wages,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Juno  6,  436. 
Vote  for,  June  1,  132  ;  June  2.  287. 
Watchers— Hours  of  Labour,  Wages,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 

June  6,  436. 
Pay,  S.,  June  1,  148. 

Ctpbus — Grant  in  Aid. 

Q.  Mr.  Pierpoint ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  19,  1602. 

Dalrymple.  Sib  C.  [Ipswich]. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1580. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Burghs]. 

Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8,  741. 

Customs  Department.  June  1,  154,  155. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  916.  937,  954,  958, 
959,  979,  983 ;  June  19,  1561,  1565,  1587, 
1588. 

Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  [Scotland] 

Bill,  2r,  June  12.  989. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

2b,  June  7.  580.  581. 

Danbury,    Rev. — Illegal    Practices    at  St. 
Michael's,  Southampton. 
Q.  Mr..S.  Smith;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  12,  907. 

Darwen  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  Rep.,  from  Select  Com.,  June  6,  433. 

com.*,  June  13,  1002. 

3b.*,  June  16,  1328. 
1.  1b.*.  Juno  16,  1318. 

Davitt,  Mb.  [Mayo.  S.]. 

Colonial  Loans'  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June 8,  742. 
Dublin  Telegraphists'  hours  of  Duty,  June  9, 
775. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

2b,  June  7,  561.  563. 
Magistrates.  Resident  [Ireland],  Salaries  of, 

June  9.  767. 
National  School  Teachers,  Examinations, 

June  12,  902. 
Rangoon  Woman,  Outrage  on,  by  British 

Soldiers  in  India,  June  12,  896 ;  June  16, 

1336. 

Soudan  Campaign— Thanks  of  the  House. 
Kitchener,  Lord.  June  8,  668. 

Wounded  Dervishes,  Cruelty  to — Conduct 
of  British  Troops,  June  8,  674,  680,  697. 
Death  Duties. 

Aggregation  Question— Finance  Bill,  New 
Clause,  Motion  [Lord  A.  Compton], 
June  6,  444. 
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Death  Duties— cont. 

Indefinite  Liability  for  Estate  Duty— En- 
dorsement on  Registered  Titles,  Debate 
[1],  June  13,  997. 

Debates,  see  "Parliamentary  Debates." 

Defective  Children. 

Elementary    Education     [Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Deniston,  J.,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  June  19,  1482. 

Denmark. 

Trade  Report,  presented  June  8,  596. 

Denny,  Col.  J.  M.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs]. 

Armenian  Massacres— Compensation  Claims, 

June  9,  763. 
Crimping  in  United  States— Blood  moner, 

June  12,  894. 
Education,  Scotland— Distribution  of 

Grants,  June  16,  1391. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  983. 

Derby  Corporation  [Tramways,  etc.]  Bill 

c.  Rep.,  from  Select  Com.,  June  9,  758. 
con.*,  June  16,  1328. 

Derby  Corporation  Water  Bill. 

c.  Instruction  to  com.  as  to  Consolidation  d 
Bills,  June  2,  167. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1331. 

Debby  Day  and  Sutton  School  Childbks, 
S.,  June  2,  247. 

Derwent   Valley   Water  Bill 
formerly 

Sheffield  Corporation  [Derwent  Val 
ley]  Water  Bill. 

c.  Instruction  to  com.  as  to  Consolidation 
of  Bills,  June  2.  167. 
Rep.*,  June  16, 1331. 

Desbobouoh    Level     Crossing  Fatalitt, 
Inquest— Board  of  Trade  Representative. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
2,  181. 

Destitute  Children  [Ireland]  and  Indus- 
trial Schools. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8,  648. 

Devonshire,     Duke  of— Interference  in 
Southport  Election — Breach  of  Privilege. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  5,  307. 

Motion  [Mr.  J.  Lowther],  311. 

Dickson-Potndeb,  Sib  J.  [Wilts,  Chippenham]. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  717, 
719,  720,  728. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sib  C.  [Gloucester,  Forest  of 
Dean]. 

Anglo-American      Commission  —  Official 
Statement,  June  5,  299. 

Business  of  the  House,  June  13,  1078. 
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Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C.—cont. 

Government  Business,  Precedence  of, 
June  19,  1507. 
County  Court  Fees,  Proposed  Reduction, 
June  5,  299. 
foreign   Affairs— Lord  Salisbury's  Foreign 
Policy,  June  9,  778. 
Foreign  Service  Messengers,  June  9,  762. 
Muscat  Incident,  Papers  relating  to, 

June  8,  627. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  com.,  June  7, 541 ; 

con.,  June  14,  1135.  1147. 
Waima  Incident.  Compensation  Claims, 
etc.,  June  9,  780. 

Dillon,  Mb.  J.  [Mayo,  E.]. 
Belfast  Riots. 

Nationalist  Disturbances,  June  1,  85,  87; 

June  6,  527. 
Religious  Disturbances,  June  1,  85,  87. 

Queen's  Island  Workers.  Attacks  on, 
June  13,  1073',  June  15,  1197. 
Business  of  the  House — Precedence  of 

Government  Business,  June  19,  1508, 

1525. 

Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  June  9,  777; 
com.,  June  8,  737.  740. 

Consuls,  Foreign.  Exemption  from  Tax- 
ation, June  8,  627. 

Cookstown  Riots,  June  8,  646. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 
1035. 

Dum-Dum  Bullets. 

Peace  Conference  Resolution,  June  5, 
308. 

Troops  in  India,  Issue  of  Bullets  to, 
June  5,  300. 
Fintona  Sunday  Mails,  June  19,  1488. 
Local  Government  Ireland  Board  Orders, 

Printing,  etc.,  June  8,  651. 
Pauper  Children,  Education  of,  etc.,  June 

2.  254. 

Post  Office— Emplovment  of  Naval  and 
Military  Men,  June  1,  128,  129.  • 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  980;  con.,  June  19, 
1584. 

Rangoon  Woman— Outrage  on  by  British 

Soldiers.  June  16,  1336. 
Soudan  Campaign. 

Deceased   Officers,   etc— Compensation 

to  Relatives,  etc.,  June  8,  698. 
Kitchener.  Lord,  Grant  to. 
t  Mahdi's  Bodv,   Treatment  of,  etc., 

June  5,  389. 
Method  of  Procedure,  June  2,  186. 
Personal  Explanation,  June  5,  309. 
Money  Grants,  House  of  Lords'  Power 
of  Initiating  Question  of  Privilege, 
June  5,  324. 
Wounded    Dervishes,    Cruelty  to — 
Alleged     misconduct    of  British 
Troops,  June  8,  682. 
Transvaal      Uitlanders'  Grievances — 
Bloemfontein  Conference.  June  8,  636, 
Turkish  Loan  1885.  June  13,  1064 ;  June 
15,  1179. 

Vaccination  and  Board  of  Guardians — 
Irish  System,  June  2,  216. 

Dillon's,  Lord,  Estate,  Purchase  by  Congested 
Districts  Board. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1361. 
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Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 

Conveyance  of  Animals  by  s.s.  "  Hindustan.* 
Prohibition  of,  Order  revoked. 
Q.  Mr.  Fie'.d ;  A.  Mr.  Long,  June  13, 
1067;   copy  presented  May  31,  5; 
June  1.  69. 

Ireland,  Return  presented,  June  12j  880, 
892. 

Disfranchisement. 

Poor  Law  Relief,  see  that  Title. 

Dispensers — Unqualified    in    Doctors'  Sur- 
geries— Accidents  resulting  from  mistakes. 
Q.  Maj.  Rasch ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  June  12, 
900. 

District  Councillors,  Ireland. 

Labourers'  Cottages  ami  Disqualification  of 
Councillors. 
Q.  Mr.  Gibney ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfcur, 
June  19,  1495. 

Divine  Service. 

Elegal  Practices,  see  Names  of  Places,  such 
as  St.  Michael'.*,  Southampton,  etc. 

Divorce. 

Jones's  Divorce  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Dock  Labourer—  Gaiston,  Fatal  Accident. 

Q.  Mr.  M'Gbee ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
June  9,  769. 

Domestic  Servants'  Wages,  Board  of  Trade 
Report  presented,  June  9,  753,  761. 

Donegal. 

Agricultural  Grant— County  Council  Reso- 
lution. 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeill  >  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  15.  1192. 
Railway  Communication — County  Council 
Resolution. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
•  Balfour.  June  19,  1498. 

Donelan,  Capt.  [Cork,  East]. 

Belfast,  Religious  Disturbances,  June  8, 

Blackhead  Lighthouse,  June  8,  634; 

Cork  Military  District — Stores  Contracts, 

Complaints^  June  19,  1482. 
Emigration,  Irish,  to  United  States,  June  8, 

649. 

Industrial  Schools  and  Destitute  Children — 

Circular,  June  8,  648. 
Irish  Bills  and  Irish  Estimates—  Business  of 

the  House,  June  15,  1198. 
Land  Commission. 

Assistant  Commissioners,  June  8,  648. 

Valuations,  June  9,  768. 
Youghal  Rifle  Range,  Repairs,  etc.,  June  9, 

771. 

Doogan,  Mr.  P.  C.  [Tyrone,  E.J. 

Cookstown  Orange  Riot,  June  15,  1194. 
Loan  Fund    Board,  Ireland— Illegalities, 

June  9,  765. 
Mountjoy  Postal  Arrangements,  June  9, 

773. 

Dorsetshire— Postal  Deliveries. 

Q-5,C302Welb7;  A'  ^  HanbUr7'  JUDe 
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Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  A.  [St.  Augustine's]. 
Ambulance  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 

June  8,  657. 
Hyde  Park— Lighting,  etc.,  June  19,  1488. 
Metropolitan    Volunteer    March  Past — 
Arrangements  to  view,  June  8,  657. 
Dbace,  Mb.  [Derby]. 

Pauper  Children,  Education  of,  etc.,  June  2, 
244. 

Small  Houses  [Acquisition  of  Ownership] 
Bill— Business  of  the  House,  June  2,  187. 

Transvaal — Uitlanders'  Grievances,  Bloera- 
fontein  Conference,  June  8,  656. 

Drainage  Separation  Bill 

c.  1b.*,  June  13,  1058. 
Dbaiks. 
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Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains  Bill,  see 
that  Title. 
Dublin*. 

General  Post  Office,  Officials'  Grievances,  S., 

June  2,  284. 
Kildare  Street  Library,  Handing   over  to 
New  Irish  Department. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1350. 
Police — Summer  Clothing. 

Q.  Mr.  Crilly;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1074. 
Postmen's  Grievances. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1345. 
Science,  Royal  College  of— Building  Control, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1350. 
Telegraphists'  Hours  of  Duty. 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt ;  A.  Mr.  Hanibury,  June  9, 
775. 

Trawling — Compensation  to  Fishermen. 
Qs.  Mr.  Clancy ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1360 ;  June  19, 1500. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  con.,  June  13,  1006. 

3k.*,  June  16,  1328. 
].  In.*,  June  16,  1318. 

Dublin  Corporation  [Markets]  Bill 

1.  2b.*,  June  9,  750. 

Dublin  Improvement  [Bull  Alley  Area] 
Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
DtjCKWOBTH,  Mb.  [Lancashire,  Middleton]. 
Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
con.  May  31,  53 ;  3b,  June  14,  1101,  1105. 

Dudley,  Earl  of— Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
Board  of  Trade. 
Anchors  and  Chain  Cables  Bill,  2b,  Jane 
1,  70. 

Dumbarton  Burgh  Bill. 

c.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  2,  169. 

con.*,  June  8,  624. 

3b.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  commons  amendts.*,  June  13,  994. 

Dum-Dttm  Bullet. 

India. 

Qs.  Mr.  Dillon,  Col.  Milward,  Mr.  Chan- 
ning;  As.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Wyndham,  June  5,  300. 
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Dum-Dum  Bullet— cont. 

Effect   of   Report    ordered   [Lord  G. 
Hamilton],  June  8.  62. 
Prohibition— Peace  Conference  Resolution. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  5,  308. 

Dundalk,  Postmastership  Vacancy. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;    A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  19,  1490. 

Dcncombe,  Hon.  H.  Y.  [Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont]. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con..  June  13. 
1044. 

Edgar,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  in  the  Transvaal 

June  19,  1484. 
Godalming  Cor.porat.ion  Water  Bill,  con., 

June  13.  1003. 
London  Government  Bill — Qualification  of 

Women,  June  13,  1080. 
St.  Neots  Water  Bill,  2b.,  June  13.  1053. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  com.,  June  7,  54L 

Dundee  Gas,  Street  Improvements,  and 
Tramways  Bill ; 

formerly 

Dundee  Gas,  Tramways,  and  Exten- 
sion Bill. 

c.  2b.,  June  5,  294. 
Rep.*,  June  16.  1330. 

Dwteb,  Sylvester,  Iwteisonment  of. 
Commutation  of  Sentence. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19,  1498. 

Dyke,  Sir  W.  H.  [Kent,  Dartford]. 

Half-timers — Education  of   Children  Bffl, 
com.,  May  31.  33. 

Eablt  Closing  of  Shops,  see  Shops. 

East  London  Water  Bill. 

1.  2b.*,  June  8,  594. 

Ecclesiastical  Assessments  [Scotland]  BILL 
Petitions,  June  2,  173 ;  June  5,  296 

Ecclesiastical  Judges— Sir    A.  Charles, 
Appointment  of. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  McArthur;  A.  Mr.  tolling*. 

June  15.  1186. 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Mr.  Collings,  June 

16,  1340. 

Edoab,  Mb.,  Killed  by  Policeman  at  Johannes- 
burg— Compensation  to  Mrs.  Edgar. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffith;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 

lain,  June  2,  182. 
Q.  Mr.  Duncombe;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  19,  1484. 
Edtnbubgh,  New  Wbits. 

East  Division,  June  13.  1078. 
South  Division,  June  9,  762. 

Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  15,  1165. 
Education  : 

Lord  President  of  the  Council— Dnke  of 

Devonshire. 
Vice-President  of  the  Council— Rt.  Hon. 
Sir  J.  E.  Gorst. 
Berkhampstead  National  Schools— Atten- 
dance of  Children  at  Church  on  Asms- 
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Education  -  cont. 

Q.  Mr.  Trevelyan ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
June  16,  1347. 
Bethnal    Green    Schools,    see  Bethnal 
Green. 

Bills  relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 
Commercial  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Day  School  Code— Articles  37  and  42. 
Q.  Vis.  Cranborne;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
June  19,  1487. 
Endowed  Schools.  Charity  Commissioners' 

Report  presented,  June  8.  5%.  625. 
Half-timers. 

Education   of   Children   Bill  [Half- 
timers],  see  that  Title. 
Return  presented,  June  1,  78. 
Intermediate  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Irish  Questions. 
Celtic  Language — Reduction  in  number 
of  Marks. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1354. 
Glin  District  School  —  Arrangements 
with  Waterfowl  Steamship  Co.  for 
conveyance  of  Children. 
Q.  Mr.  Austin  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  12.  902. 
Intermediate  Education,  see  that  Title. 
National   School   Teachers,   see  that 
Title. 

Poor  Law  Children,  see  that  Title. 
Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools,  see 
that  Title*.  \ 
Scotch  Questions. 
Agricultural  Instruction,  S.,  June  16, 

1418.  1423. 
Attendance  of  Children  at  School,  S., 

June  16,  1424. 
Circulars.  . 
Q.   Mr.  Crombie;   A.  Mr.  A.  G.  • 
Murrav,  June  8.  635.  ' 
Code,  S.,  'June  16,  1365,  1374,  1394, 

1422,  1443. 
Domestic   Instruction,   S..   June  16, 
1407. 

Finance.  S..  June  16.  1363.  1375,  1384, 

1391.  1397,  1410,  1439,  1445.  , 
Grant.  j 
Q.  Dr.  Clark;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murrav, 
June  16,  1339. 
Inspectors.  S.,  June  16,  1395,  1400, 

1406.  1421. 
Orphan  Homes,  see  that  Title. 
Secondary  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Teachers",  see  that  Title. 
Technical  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Vote  for.  June  16,  1362. 
Secondary  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Teachers,  see  that  Title. 
Technical  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Voluntary  Schools,  see  that  Title. 
Education  Department. 

South-Western  Division,  Report  presented, 
June  1,  69. 

Education  Department  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  lAberavon,  etc.]  Bill. 
c.  Rep.*.  June  2  168. 
3a.*.  June  5,  295. 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  [Liverpool]  Bill. 

I.  Rep.*.  June  5.  290. 

3r.*.  June  6,  412. 
c.  lR.*,  June  8,  625 

2«.*,  Jane  16,  1328. 
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;  Education  Department  Provisional  Order 
;    Confirmation  [London]  Bill. 

1.  com.*,  June  1,  67;  June  15,  1166. 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order 
|    Confirmation  [Swansea]  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent*,  June  6,  409. 

Education  of  Children  Bill. 

c.  com..  Mav  31,  8 ;  June  7.  541. 

Con.*,  June  8,747. 

3r.,  June  14.  1092. 
1.  1r.*,  June  15.  1168. 
Petitions,  Mav  31,  3 ;  June  2,  173 ;  June  7, 

538. 

Egan's,  Mr.,  Application  for  Gun  Licence 
refused. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  19,  1499. 
EGYPTIAN  Army— Soudan  Campaign.  Thanks 
of  the  House.    Motions  [Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury], June  8,  599;  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour], 
663. 
Eight  Hours. 

Mines  [Eight  Hours]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Elba — Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 
Elections — See    Bye-Elections   and  Parlia- 
mentary Elections. 
Electric  Lighting. 

•Citv  of  London,  Report  presented,  June  12, 
880,  892. 

Gateshead,  Report  presented,  June  12,  880, 
892. 

Walker  and  Wallsend  Union  Gas  Electric 
Lighting  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  1]  Bill. 

1.  Rep.*.  June  9.  753. 
3r.*,  June  12.  879. 

Electric    Lighting   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  2]  BUI. 

c.  3r.*.  Mav  31,  3. 
1.  2r.*.  June  15,  1167. 

Rep.*,  June  16.  1319. 

3r.*,  June  19.  1455. 

Electric  Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No  SlBffl. 

1.  2b.',  June  6,  413. 

Electric    Lighting   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  4]  BilL 

1.  2b.*,  June  6.  413 ;  June  12,  879. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  753. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  5]  Bill. 

c.  3r.*,  Mav  31.  3. 
I.  1b.*,  June  1,  67. 

Electric  Lighting   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  6]  Bill. 

c.  3b.*,  May  31,  3.  C  c\nct\t> 

1.  1b.*,  June  1,  67. 
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Electric   Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  7]  Bill 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  758. 

3r.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  Ir.*,  June  13,  995. 

Electric   Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  8]  Bill 

c.  3b.*,  May  31,  3. 
1.  Ir.*,  June  1.  68. 

Electric   Lighting   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  9]  Bill. 

1.  Rep.',  June  9,  753. 

3a.*,  June  12,  879. 
c.  Ir.*,  June  13,  1055. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1091. 

Electric    Lighting   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  10]  Bin. 

1.  Rep.*,  June  9.  753 ;  June  12,  879. 

3r.*,  June  13,  994. 
c.  1r.*,  June  15.  1175. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1091. 

Electric   Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  11]  Bill. 

}.  Rep.*,  June  9,  753. 

3r.*,  June  12.879. 
c.  Ir.*,  June  13.  1055. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 


Electric  Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  12]  BUI. 

1.  2r.*,  June  6.  413. 

oom  *  June  13,  995. 

Rep.'.  June  16.  1319. 

3r.*,  June  19,  1455. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  13]  Bill. 

1.  2r.»,  June  6.  413. 

oom.*,  June  13,  995;  June  19,  1455. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric    Lighting   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  14]  Bill. 

1.  2r.\  June  2,  162. 

oom.*,  June  13,  995. 

3b.*,  June  15.  1167. 
c.  1b.\  June  16,  1331. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric  fighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  15^Bm. 

1.  2r.#,  June  6,  413. 
com.*,  June  13,  995. 
Rep.*,  June  16.  1319. 
■"■     3r.*,  June  19.  1455. 

Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric    Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  16]  Bifl. 

c.  2r.*,  June  5.  296. 
Rep.*,  June  16,1330. 
coc*,  June  19,  1477. 
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Electric   Lighting    Provisional  Orden 

[No.  171  Bar 

c.  2r.#,  June  6,  43L 
Memorandum  presented,  May  31,  7. 

Electric  Lighting    Provisional  Orden 
[No.  18]  BUT  i 

c.  2h.*,  June  6.  432. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1476. 
Memorandum  presented,  May  31,  8. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional  Orden 
[No.  19]  BilL 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  432. 

Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 

3r.*,  June  19.  1476. 
Memorandum  presented,  May  31,  8. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional  Orders 
[No.  20]  Bmr 

c  Ir.*,  June  12.  891. 
Memorandum   Ordered   [Mr.  Ritchie], 
June  13,  1057. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orden  Bills- 
Number  of — Course  of  Procedure. 
08.  Earl  of  Morley.  Lord  Balfonr  cf 
Burleigh.  June  9.  751. 
Electric  Motors  in  the  Navy,  Control  of. 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery;  A.  Mr.  Gocka, 
June  8.  632. 

Elementary  Education   [Defective  ad 
Epileptic  Children]  BilL 

1.  Ir.*,  June  15,  1168. 

Elementary  Education  [New  Bye  Lunl 
BilL 

Petition.  May  31,  4. 

Elementary  School  Children  Wobeso 
for  Wages— Return  presented,  June  1, 
78. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  D.  [Durham]. 

London  Government  Bill — Qualification  of 
Women,  June  13,  1078.  1079,  1086. 

Ellis,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Nottingham,  Ruahcliffe]. 
Business   of  the   House.    Precedence  of 

Government  Business.  June  19,  1522. 
Dundee   Gas,   Street  Improvements,  and 

Tramways  Bill,  2r..  June  5,  294. 
Private  Legislation   Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1534,  1541,  1542. 
Soudan— Sir  W.  Garstin's  Report,  June  l9t 

1484. 

Emigration  and  Immigration. 

British  Columbia — Japanese  Iromigration. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  8,  636. 
Irish  Emigration  to  America. 
Q.  Capt.  Done'an ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four,  June  8,  649. 
Poor  Law  Children,  see  that  Title. 

Endowed  Schools,  Charity  Commissioner! 
Report  presented,  June  8,  596,  625. 

Enfield  Small  Arms  Factory. 

Ritualistic     Practices     in  Government 
Chapels. 
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E.vglbdew,  Mb.  C.  J.  [Kildare,  N.]. 

County  Court  Officers.  Ireland — Grant  for 
Clerical  Assistance.  Return  June  6.  438. 

Enniskoxev  Post  Office — Plans  and  Tenders. 
Q.  Mr.  Jordan;  A.  Mr.  Banbury,  June 
19,  1492. 

Epileptic  Children. 

Elementary  Education.  [Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Estate  Duty,  see  Death  Duties. 

Evans,  Sib  F.  [Southampton]. 

Customs — Boatmen's  Grievances,  June  1, 
150. 

Evebshed,  Mb.  S.  [Staffordshire,  Burton]. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2b.,  June  7,  583. 

Evictions,  Ireland. 

Finegan,  Anne,  Death  of,  see  that  Title. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Department. 

Comptroller  and  Auditor-General — Retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Mills. 
Q.   Mr.    M'Kenna;   A.   Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour,  June  1,  83. 

Executors  [Scotland]  Amendment  BilL  . 

Petitions,  June  2, 173 ;  June  5,  296. 

Exeter,  Marquess  of — Sat  first,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  June  2,  161. 

Exmouth  Tbatnino  Ship— Poor  Law  Children, 
training  on,  S.,  June  2,  245,  265. 

Experiments  on  Living  Animals,  see  Vivi- 
section. 

Explosives. 

Annual  Report  presented,  June  13,  996. 
1066. 

Carbo-Gelatine  Explosion  near  Faversham, 
Report  presented  June  13,  996,  1066. 

Percussion  Caps  Explosion  near  Birming- 
ham, Report  presented  June  13,  996, 
1056 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Jam  Factories,  Child  Labour  in. 
Q.   Mr.    Hedderwick;    A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  June  5,  297. 
Whitelead  Factories.  Special  Rules  pre- 
sented, June  1,  70,  79. 
Fair  Rents,  see  Ireland— Judicial  Rents. 

Farnley  Tyas  Marriages  BilL 

1.  2b.*,  June  6.  429. 
Rep.»,  June  8.  617. 
3b*  June  9,  754 

Farqtjharson,  Db.  R.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.]. 

Dundee  Gas.  Street  Improvements,  and 
Tramways  Bill,  2b,  June  5,  294. 

Friends  Provident  Institution  Bill — Stamp 
Duties,  June  2,  169 ;  June  5,  293. 

Military  Prisons,  Inspector-General's  Re- 
port, June  8,  640. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  944. 

8oudan  Campaign,  Thanks  of  the  House — 
Medical  Officers,  Omission  of,  June  8, 
667,  673,  679. 
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Fabbell,  Mb.  J.  P.  [Cavan,  West]. 

Annaly   Estate,    Purchase   of  Holdings, 

June  13,  1076. 
Bawnboy  Postman.    Wages  of,  June  13, 

1068. 

Constabulary.  Royal  Irish,  Promotion  in, 

June  16.  1356. 
Deniston,  J.,  Case  of,  June  19,  1482. 
Fair  Rents  in  Co.  Cavan,  June  16,  1355. 
Granard  and  Cavan  Unions,  Transfer  of 

Divisions  refused  by  Local  Government  . 

Board.  June  13.  1075. 
Gun    Licences — Mr.    Egan's  Application 

refused,  June  19,  1499. 
Irish  Estimates — Business  of  the  House, 

June  15.  1198. 
Longford. 

Agricultural  Grant — Excluded  Charges, 

June  13,  1072 ;  June  15,  1196. 
County  Council  Collector— Case  of  W. 
Jones  June  13,  1071. 
Militia  Headquarters.   Removal   to  Mul- 

lingar,  June  13.  1058. 
Magistracy  in  Co.  Cavan,  Vacancy,  June 
16,  1359. 

Meehan  District  Inspector,   Conduct  of, 

June  15.  1195. 
Mullingar  Lunatic  Asylum  Board. 

Building  Expenditure,  etc.,  June  19, 
1499. 

Joint  Committee — County  Council  Reso- 
lution, June  13,  1076. 
Tramways.  Cavan— Relief  to  Ratepayers, 
June  19,  1492. 

Faversham    Explosion,    Report  presented, 

June  13,  996,  1056. 
Fee  Grant  [Scotland]. 

Return  presented,  May  31,  5. 
Fen  wick,   Mr.   C.  [Northumberland,  Wans- 

beck]. 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  —  Destruction  of 
Fishing  Gear,  etc.,  by  Trawlers,  June 
8,  635: 

Febottson,  Mb.  R.  C.  M.  [Leith  Burghs]. 

Education,    Scotland — New    Code,  etc., 
June  16,  1422. 
Fbrgusson,   Rt.    Hon.  Sib  J.  [Manchester, 

N.E.]. 

Guards— Losses  of  Stores,  Claim,  June 
19,  1480. 

Post  Office— Employment  of  Old  Non- 
commissioned Officers,  June  1,  128. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  [England  and 
Ireland]  Bill,  com.,  June  8.  747. 

Soudan    Expedition — Grant    to  Lord 
Kitchener,  June  5,  345. 
Con.*,  June  19.  1477. 
Water-tube    Boilers    on    Naval  Ships, 

June  8.  633. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

2b.,  June  7,  579. 

Febbtbank  Post  Office  and  Postmasteb- 
ship. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16.  1344. 

Feus  and  Leases. 

Building  Feus  and  Leases  [Scotland]  Bill ; 
see  that  Title. 

Feveb  Outbreak  in  Oughtebabd  Union. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16.  1357. 
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Field,  Mb.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick]. 

Buenos  Ayres  Cattle  Trade— Hinduttan 
Losses,  June  13,  1067. 

Intermediate  Education,  Ireland — Vice- 
regal Commission,  June  13,  1071. 

Kerry  County  Council — Contractors  as 
Members  of  Council.  June  13,  1070. 

Maiden  Rocks,  etc.,  Lighthouse,  June  13, 
1066. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland — Ulster 
and  Connaught,  June  13,  1070. 

Finance. 

Indian,  Royal  Commission  Report. 

Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  2.  184. 
Mersey     Docks     and     Harbour  Board 

[Finance]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Finance  Bill. 

c.  con.,  June  6,  444;  June  8,  731. 

3b.     June  13,  1086. 
L  1b.',  June  15, 1169. 

2r.*,  and  3b.»,  June  16,  1320. 

Finance  Bill 

Local  Loans,  Amendments  [Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach],  June  8,  731 ;  [Sir  C.  Cameron], 
734. 

Promissory  Notes.  Amendment  [Mr.  Cald- 
well], .  Tune  8,  732. 

Fine   or   Imprisonment  [Scotland  and 
Ireland]  Bill. 

c.  3r.»,  May  31,  63. 
L  1b.»,  June  1,  71. 
Petition,  June  2,  173. 

Fineoan,  Anne,  Death  of — Inquest. 

Qs.  Mr.  Macaleese;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  15,  1190;  June  19,  1497. 

Finlat,  Sib  R.  B.— Solicitor-General  [Inver- 
ness Burghs]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 
462,  479,  495,  501,  502,  510;  June  8, 
707,  708,  713.  716,  716,  717,  725. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.  June  14,  1143, 
1151. 

Fintona— Sunday  Mails. 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1488. 

Firearms,  Carrying  Without  Licence  in 
Ireland. 

Brady,  T.,  Prosecution  of, 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15,  1189. 
Costello,  P.,  Case  of, 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfoar, 
June  19,  1495. 
Emergency  Man  carrying— Case  of  T.  Craw- 
ford. 

Q.  Mr.  Austin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  308. 

Firms,  Registration,  see  Registration  of  Firms 

Bill. 
Fish. 

Railway  Traffic— English  and  Irish  Rail- 
ways. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  16,  1358. 
Undersized  Fish  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
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j  Fisheries. 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea — Destruction  of  Fiah- 
I  ing  (»ear  by  Trawlers,  alleged. 

Q.   Mr.   Fenwick;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
June  8,  635. 
Newfoundland  Fisheries  Report. 

Qs.  Sir  T.  G.  Cannichael;  Mr.  Bowles; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  June  16, 
1338. 

North  Sea  Fisherman,  Return  Presented, 
j  June  14.  1091. 

Poaching  Prosecution  in  Ireland — Case  of 
P.  Comerford, 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1358. 
Salmon  Fisheries,  see  that  Title. 
1        Scottish  Fishery  Board.  Report  Presented, 
May  31,  6;  June  1,  69. 
Scottish  Herrings — Markets  on  the  Conti- 
;  nent  and  United  States,  Reports  Pre- 

sented, June  15,  1167,  1175. 
Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Trawling,  see  that  Title. 
Trout-fishing  Annual   Close  Time  [Scot- 
land] Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Fishguard  Water  and  Gas  Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  com  of  Selection,  June  6,  411. 
com.*,  June  9,  749. 

Fison,  Mr.  F.  W.  [York,  W.R.,  Doncaeter.] 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.  June  13, 
1031,  1032. 

Fitzhaurice,  Lord  E.  G.  P.  [Wilts,  Crick- 
lade.] 

County  Councils,  Borrowing  Powers,  Jun* 
2,  224. 

Local  Government  Board,  Transferring 
Powers  to  County  Councils,  June  2,  27L 

Pauper  Children,  Barrack-school  System, 
June  2,  251. 

Flannert,  Sib  J.  F.  [Yorkshire,  Shipley.] 
Electric  Motors  in  the  Naw,  control  of, 

June  8,  632. 
Signalmen,  North-Eastern  Railway — Hours 

of  Labour,  June  8,  634. 

Flash  Point  op  Petroleum — Legislation. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridlev,  June 
9,  770. 

Flavin,  Mb.  M.  J.  [Kerry,  N.] 

Ballyduff  Postal  Facilities,  June  19,  1494. 

Celtic  Language  in  Irish  Schools — Redac- 
tion in  Number  of  Marks,  June  16,  1354. 

Dwyer,  Sylvester,  case  of,  June  19,  1499. 

Judicial  Rents — Equal  Treatment  of 
Tenants,  Future  Tenants,  etc.,  June  19. 
1496 

Kerrv^  North,  Letter  Deliveries,  June  19, 

Limerick  Mail  Train  Delays,  June  19.  149L 
National      School  Teachers — Assistant 

Teachers  and  the  Pension  Fund,  June 

19,  1494. 

Post  Cards,  Cost  of,  June  16,  1343. 

Flint— Charities  Inquiry,  Paper  presented,  May 

31,  7. 

Floweb,  Mb.  E.  [Bradford,  W.]. 
Pauper  Children,  June  2,  239. 
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Foreign  Office. 

Secretary  of  State — Marquess  of  Salisbury ; 
Under  Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John 
Brodrick. 

Vote  for,  com.,  June  9,  777. 

Foreign  Polict,  Lobd  Salisbury's,  S.,  June 
9,778. 

Foreign  Service  Messengers,  Appointments. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
9,  762. 

Foster,  Sir  B.  W.  [Derby,  Ilkeston]. 

Loans,  Municipal,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 

226. 
Vaccination. 
Increase  in,  etc..  June  2.  208. 
Officers  and  Boards  of  Guardians,  June 
2,  206. 

Fowler,   Rt.   Hon.   Sir  H.   H.  [Wolver- 
hampton, E.]. 

Finance  Bill.  com..  June  6.  469. 
Indian  Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act,  1899, 

June  15,  1199.  1303. 
London  Government  Bill — Qualification 
of  Women,  June  6,  470. 

France. 

Agricultural  Education,  Report  presented, 

June  15.  1168. 
Armenia  Kurdish  Atrocities — Protest. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  16.  1337. 
China,  Questions  relating  to.  gee  China. 
Franchise  in  French  Possessions  in  India. 
Q.   Sir  W.   Wedderburn;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton.  June  15,  1177. 
Paris  Exhibition,  see  that  Title. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68;  June 
8,  596. 

Waima  Incident.  Compensation  Claims.  S., 
June  9.  780,  784.  812.  823,  839,  845, 
863,  872. 

Franchise. 

India— French  Possessions. 

Q.   Sir  W.  Wedderburn:  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton.  June  15.  1177. 
Poor   Law  Relief  Disfranchisement,  see 

that  Title. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Women,  Qualification  of.  Petition.  June  9, 
760. 

Friends'  Provident  Institution  Bill. 

c.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  9,  758. 
con.*,  June  14,  1089. 
3b.*.  June  19.  1475. 

Friendly  Provident  Institution  Bill 

Stamp  Duties,  R.  fDr.  Farquharson],  June 
2,  169 ;  June  5,  293. 
Fruit   Steamers,    West   Indies— Commence- 
ment of  Service. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence:  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  6,  441. 

Purness  Railway  Bill. 

c.  2r .*,  June  7.  537. 

<*ainsborou*h  Urban  District  Council 


[Gas] 


(borough 
s]  BiflT 
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c.  2b.",  June  6,  430. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 


Galloway,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Manchester,  S.W.]. 
Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  12,  907. 
Business   of   the    House — Precedence  of 

Government  Business,   June  19,  1512. 

1528. 

Half-tuners — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com..  May  31,  45. 
Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

2r.,  June  7.  557,  558,  561. 

Garston's,  Sir  W.,  Report  on  the  Soudan. 
Q.  Mr.  Ellis;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  19, 
1484. 

Gabstin — Dock  Labourer,  Fatal  Accident  to. 

Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
June  9,  769. 

Gas  Companies  [Metropolis]. 

Accounts  presented,  June  1,  69,  78. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  1,  65. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  [No.  1]  Bill. 

1.  com.*,  June  1,  67;  June  13,  994. 

Rep.*,  June  15,  1167. 

3r.*,  June  16.  1318. 
c.  1r.\  June  19.  1478. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  [No.  2]  BilL 

1.  com.*,  June  1,  67. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill. 

1  2r.*,  June  2,  162. 

com.*,  June  13,  995. 

Rep.*,  June  15,  1167. 

3r.*,  June  16,  1318.  . 
c.  1b.*,  June  19,  1478. 

Gas  and  Wateb  Wobks  Facilities  Act,  1870, 
Report  presented,  May  31,  6;  June  1,  69. 

Gateshead  Electbic  Lighting,  Report  pre- 
sented, June  12,  880,  892. 

Gedge,  Mb.  S.  [Walsall]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 
2b,  June  7,  553,  556. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  702. 

Soudan  Expedition — Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, June  5,  402. 

Genoa  and  District— Trade  Report  presented, 
June  1,  68. 

Germany. 

Persian  Gulf,  British  Trade  Interests— Rail- 
way Concessions  to  Germany. 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8,  629. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  [Herts,  St.  Albans]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  701, 
705.  _. 

Soudan  Expedition — Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, June  5,  382,  384. 

Gibnet,  Mb.  J.  [Meath,  N.]. 

Labourers'  Cottages,  Ireland— Disqualifica- 
tion of  District  Councillors,  etc.,  June  19, 
1495. 
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Giles,  Mb.  C.  T.  [Cambridge,  Wisbech]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  45. 
Postmen's  Pay,  Higher  Grade  Test,  June  9, 
774. 

Tradesmen '«  Cart  and  Van  Licences,  June 
9,  776. 

Gillinoham — Postal  Deliveries. 

Q.  Col.  Welby;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
6,  302. 

Glamorgan. 

Vale  of  Glamorgan  Railway  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Glasgow. 

Bakery  Dispute—  Case  of  A.  M'Naughton. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murrav, 
June  19.  1485. 

Glasgow  Corporation  [Gas  and  Water]  Bill. 

c.  2b.*,  May  31,  2. 
Rep.*,  June  16.  1330. 

Glasgow  Corporation  [Tramways,  etc.] 

c.  2b.*,  May  31,  2. 

Glasgow  District  Subway  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Glastonbury  Water  Bill. 

c  3b.*,  June  1,  73. 
1.  commons  amendments*,  June  2,  162. 
Royal  Assent,  June  6,  410. 

Glendad — O'Donnell,  Domdnick — Inmate  of 
BelmuUet  Union. 
Q.  Mr.  Crilly;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13.  1074. 

Gun  District  School — W&terford  Steamship 
Co.,  arrangements  for  conveyance  of 
children. 

Q.  Mr.  Austin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  12,  902. 

Gloucestershire. 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Godalming  Corporation  Water  BilL 

0.  com.,  June  13.  1002.  1170. 
3b.*,  June  19,  1475. 

1.  1b*,  1464. 

Goodacbe,  F.— Shunting  Fatality  on  Chatham 
and  Dover  Railway. 
Q.  Mr.  Maddison ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
16,  1183. 

Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sib  J.  E.— Vice-President 
of  the  Council  for  Education  [Cambridge 
University]. 

Berkhampstead      National  Schools — 
Attendance  of  Children  at  Church  on 
Ascension  Day,  June  16,  1347. 
Bethnal   Green,    New   Board  Schools, 
June  12,  900. 
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Goest,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E.—  cont. 

Day  School  Code— Articles  37  and  42, 
June  19,  1487. 

Dispensers,  Unqualified,  in  Doctors'  Sur- 
geries— Accidents  resulting  from  mis- 
takes, June  12.  901. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com..  Mav  31,  24,  28.  37,  40,  42,  48, 
51 ;  3b.,  June  14.  1131. 

South  Kensington  Museum  Art  Branch, 
Appointment  of   Assistant,  June  16, 

Goschek,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.— First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  [St.  George's.  Hanover  Square). 
Electric  Motors.  Control  of,  June  8.  632. 
Reserve.  Number  of  Men,  etc.,  June  6, 
435. 

Squadron— Visit  to  China,  June  9,  777. 
Water-Tube  Boilers  on  Ships,  June  8, 
633. 

Gouldinq,  Mb.  E.  A.  [Wilts.  Devises]. 

London  Government  Bill,  com.,  June  6, 
491. 

Netheravon  House — Non-occupation  bv  the 
War  Office,  June  6,  442. 

Gocbley,  Sib  E.  T.  [Sunderland]. 

Anglo-American  Commission.  June  1.  81? 

June  6,  440. 
Naval  Reserve,  Number  of  Men.  etc.,  June 

6,  431 

Talien-wan  as  an  open  port — Russian 
Cargoes,  British  vessels  carrying,  Joss 
2,  175. 

Graham.  Mb.  H.  R.  [St.  Pancras,  W.]. 

Prison  Officials,  Appointments,  Promo- 
tions, etc.,  June  9,  769. 

Gbanabd — Local  Government  Board — Refusal 
to  transfer  divisions  from  Cavan  to  Granard 
Union. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  13,  1075. 

Gbat,  Mb.  E.  [West  Ham.  N.]. 

Customs  Department.  Officers'  Grievances, 

June  1,  132.  145,  153. 
Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  46. 
Loans,  Municipal,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 

223,228. 

Great  Central  Railway  BilL 

1.  2b.*,  June  1.  65. 
com.*,  June  16,  1318. 

Great  Eastern  Railway  [General  Powers] 
Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  19,  1453. 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  BilL 

1.  3b.*,  June  8.  595. 
c.  1b.*,  June  9.  759. 
2b.*,  June  19,  1476. 

Great  Northern  Railway  BilL 

1.  3b.*,  June  1,  65. 
c.  Ik.*  June  2,  169f^ 
2b.*  June  12,  890. 
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Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway 
Bills. 

Com. — Attendance    of    Mr.   H.  Plews 

ordered,  June  7,  592. 
County   Councils'   Petitions,   order  for 

presentation,  etc.,  June  5,  295;  June 

6,  431. 

Great  Southern  and  Western,  and  Water- 
ford,  Limerick,  and  Railway  Com- 
panies Amalgamation  Bill. 

Com. — Attendance   of   Mr.    H.  Plews 

ordered.  June  7.  592.  . 
County  Councils'  Petitions,   order  for 

presentation,  etc.   Juno  5,  295 ;  June 

6,  43L 

Great  Western  Railway,  Alleged  Outrage 
on. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
16,  1341. 

Great  Western  and  Great  Central  Rail- 
way Companies  Bill. 

L  2r.*,  June  8,  594. 

Great  Yarmouth  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.»,  June  6,  430. 
Greece.  Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Greene,  Mr.  H.  D.  [Shrewsbury]. 

Punjaub  War  and  Tirah  Campaign — Dis- 
tribution of  Medals,  June  1,  81;  June 
6,  443. 

Greenock  and  Port  Glasgow  Tramways 
Bill. 

c.  com.,  Attendance  of  certain  persona 
ordered.  June  16,  1328. 

Greenwich  Hospital. 

Lynch,  Mrs.,  Special  gratuity  to.  Order  in 
Council  presented,  June  6,  414,  436. 

Grey,  Sir  E.  [Northumberland,  Berwick]. 
China,  Affairs  of,  Anglo,  Russian  Agree- 
ment, etc.,  June  9,  814. 
Waima  Incident — Compensation  Claims, 
June  9,  823. 

Griffith,  Mr.  E.  J.  [Anglesey]. 

Bloemfontein  Conference— Sir  A.  Milner's 

Memorandum,  June  13,  1059. 
Edgar,    Mr.,     killed    by    Policeman  at 
Johannesburg — Compensation    to  Mrs. 
Edgar,  June  2,  182. 

Grocers'  Licences  [Scotland]  Abolition 
Bill. 

Petition,  June  5,  296. 

Grosvenor  Chapel  [London]  Bill. 

1.  3r*.  June  2,  162. 
c.  1r.*,  June  5.  326. 
2r.»,  June  14,  1089. 

Ground     Rents    [Taxation     by  Local 
Authorities]. 

Petitions,  May  31,  4  ;  June  2,  173  ;  June 
6,  433 ;  June  7,  538 ;  June  9,  759,  891, 
1055. 

Ground  Values  [Taxation]  Scotland  Bill 

Petitions,  June  2.  173;  June  5,  296;  June 
14,  1090. 
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Guards— Losses  of  Stores— Claim. 

Q.   Sir   J.   Fergusson;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  June  19,  1480. 
Guernsey  Militia — Insubordination. 

Qs.  Mai.  Rasch.  Mr.  R.  G.  Webster;  As. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams.  June  19,  1481. 

Gull,  Sir  W.  C.  [Devonshire.  Barnstaple]. 
Letter-boxes  on  Trains,  Late  letter-boxes, 

June  1,  107,  121. 
Postmen's  Wages,  Scale  of,  June  1,  106. 

Gully,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  C.  [Carlisle],  see  Speaker. 
Gun  Licenses,  Ireland. 

Egan's.  Mr.,  Application  refused. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  19,  1499. 
[See  also  Firearms]. 

Habitual  Inebriates. 

See  Inebriates. 
Hague  Conference. 

See  Peace  Conference. 

Haldane,  Mr.  R.  B.  [Haddington]. 

Death    Duties,    Aggregation  Question — 

Finance  Bill,  June  6.  451. 
Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1388. 

Hale,  Sarah,  Case  of. 

O.  Mr.  Steadman,  June  16,  1339. 
Half-timers. 

Education  of  Children  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Elementary  Schools  [Children  Working  for- 
Wages].    Return  presented,  June  1,  78. 

Halsbury,  Earl  of — Lord  Chancellor. 

Crime,  Incitement  to  [Ireland]— M'Hale 
v.  Sullivan,  June  12,  880,  881,  886. 

Death  Duties— Indefinite  liability  for  Es- 
tate Duty,  Endorsement  on  Registered 
Titles,  June  13,  1000. 

Judges.  Additional,  Appointment  of,  June 
8,  617. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill,  2b.,  June 
6,  421. 

Vaccination,  Compulsory,  Abolition  of— 
Petition.  June  2,  163 
Hamburg,  Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 
Hamilton.  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G.— -Secretary  of 
State  for  India  [Middlesex.  Ealing]. 

Assam  Tea  Plantations— Report,  June  12, 
897. 

Bombay.  Civil  and  Criminal  Appeals. 
June  15.  1178. 

Calcutta  Municipal  Bill.  June  16,  1337. 

Connaught  Rangers  at  Meerut — Shooting. 
Case.  June  16,  1335. 

Cooper's  Hill  College — Retirement  of 
Officers,  June  15.  1179. 

Dum-Dum  Bullet,  Issue  of,  to  Troops  in 
India,  June  5,  300. 

Finance  of  India — Royal  Commission  Re- 
port. June  2,  184. 

Franchise  in  French  Possessions  in  India, 
June  15,  1177. 

Legal  Education.  Control  by  Private  In- 
stitutions. June  8,  642. 

Madras. 

Liquor  Trade — Opening    of  Liquor 

Shops,  June  12,  898. 
Riots.  June  15.  1177.  ^ 
Mineral  Rights  in  Hyderabad  State- 
Prospectuses,  June  8,  644. 

[Continued 
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Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G.—cont. 

Pasteur  Institute — Government  Grant, 

etc.,  proposed,  June  8.  643. 
Presbyterian  Services  for  Troops,  June  9, 

772. 

Punjaub  War  and  Tirah  Campaign — Dis- 
tribution of  Medals.  June  6,  443. 

Rangoon — Attack  on  Burmese  Woman, 
by  British  Soldiers,  June  12,  896; 
June  16.  1336. 

Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act.  1899,  June  15, 
1201,  1224,  1234,  1236,  1253. 

Sugar  Trade— Returns.  June  2,  185; 
June  8.  644. 

Women  Barristers — Application  of  Miss 
Sorabji  refused,  June  8.  641. 

Hampshire. 

South  Hants  Water  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Hampstead. 

Charing  Cross.   Euston.  and  Hampstead 
Railway  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Hempstead  Church  [Emmanuel,  West  End] 

c.  2b.',  June  6,  430. 

Hanbuky,  Rt.  Hon*.  R.  W. — Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  [Preston]. 
American  Mail  Service — Return,  June  6, 
437. 

Ballvduft  Postal  Facilities,  June  19, 
1494. 

Ballvmahon  Postal  Arrangements.  June 
19,  1491. 

Bawnboy  Postman's  Wages.  June  13, 
1068. 

Belfast  Post  Office  Staff. 

Pay.  June  13.  1069. 

Vacancies,  June  19,  1490. 
Cavan  Tramways — Relief  to  Ratepayers, 

June  19,  1493. 
Central      Telegraph     Staff— Petitions, 

June  15.  1187. 
Circulars.  Cost  of  Postage  in  Bandon  and 

Clone.  June  16.  1343. 
Civil  Service — Pav  deductions,  June  2, 

178. 

Clapham  Sorting  Office  Vacancies,  June  1, 
81. 

County  Court  Fees.  Proposed  Reduction, 

June  5.  300. 
County  Court  Officers  [Ireland}--Grant 

for  Clerical  Assistance,  Return,  June 
6.  438. 

Customs  Officials'  Grievances,  etc., 
June  1.  142.  146  ;  June  6.  436. 

Daily  Deliveries  of  Letters  in  Rural  Dis- 
tricts, June  1.  126. 

Dorsetshire  Postal  Deliveries.  June  5, 
302. 

Dublin. 

Postmen's  Grievances.  June  16.  1345. 
Telegraphists'  Hours  of  Duty,  June  9. 
775. 

Dundalk  Postmastership — Vacancy, 

June  19.  1490. 
East  Central  District  Post  Office  Staff- 
Petition,  June  12.  904. 
Enniskillen  Post  Office— Plans  and  Ten- 
ders. June  19.  1492. 
Fenybank  Post  Office  and  Postmastership, 

June  16,  1344. 
Fintona  Sundav  Mails,  June  19,  1489. 
Ionian  Bank  Bill,  2r,  June  13,  1053. 
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Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  \\.—cont. 

Irish  Post  Office— Superior  Appointments, 

June  16,  1346. 
Kerry,  North.  Letter  Deliveries,  June  19, 

1489. 

Lanesborough  Postal  Arrangements,  Com- 
plaint, June  19,  1493. 

Letter-boxes  on  trains,  June  1,  121. 

Limerick. 
Mail  Train,  Delays,  June  19,  1492. 
Sorting  Clerks,  Dismissal  of,  June  12,  906. 

Lough  Rynn  Letter  Deliveries,  Complaint, 
June  13.  1068. 

Lurgan.  New  Post  Office,  June  9,  774. 

Military  and  Naval  Men,  Employment  of, 
in  the  Post  Office,  June  1,  128. 

Mountjoy  Postal  Arrangements,  June  9, 
774. 

Moy    Postmaster— Candidate    for  Petty 
Sessions  Clerkship,  June  16,  1343. 

Newbliss  Post  Office  Messenger,  Salary  «f, 
June  12,  905. 

Paris  Exhibition— British  Works  of  Art, 
June  15,  1186. 

"  Parliamentary  Debates.''  Delay  in  Publi- 
cation, etc.,  June  5,  303. 

Post  Cards. 
Commercial.  June  12,  904. 
Cost  of.  Reduction  proposed.  June  16, 
1343. 

Post  Office  Employees. 

Clerks'  Salaries,  June  6,  437. 

Grievances,  June  1,  103,  115,  120. 
Postmen's  Pay— Higher  Grade  Test,  June  9, 

774. 

Sub-Postmasters. 

Rural  Postmen  assisting,  June  15,  1187. 

Scales  of  Payment,  June  16,  1344. 
Tea,  Adulteration  of— Inquiry,  June  9,  776. 
Telegraph   Service — Private   Wires,  etc, 

June  1,  131.  132. 
Tradesmen's  Cart  and  Van  Licences,  June 

9,  776. 

Han-son,  Sib  R.  [London]. 

Post   Cards,    for   Commercial  purposes, 
proposed.  June  12,  904. 

Habcoubt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sib  W.  G.  V.  [Monmoutti- 
shire,  W.]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
3b.  June  14.  1132. 
Vaccination.  Increase  of,  June  2,  216. 

Harrow  and  "Oxbridge  Railway  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  19,  1477. 
Harwich  Harbour  Conservancy  Board. 

Abstract  of  Accounts,  etc.,  presented,  May 
31,  6;  June  1,  69. 

Harwood,  Mb.  G.  [Bolton]. 

China,    Affairs  of — British  Commercial 

Interests,  June  9,  843. 
Half-Timers— Education  of  Children's  Bill, 

3b.  June  14,  1121. 
London  Government  Bill,  con..  June 8,  702, 

703. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Gas  BilL 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 
con.',  June  19,  1476. 

Hatch,  Mb.  [Lanes.,  Gorton]. 

Canton,  British  Traders  at — Case  of  Mean. 
Banner  and  Co.,  June  2,  176. 
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Hatden,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Roscommon,  S.]. 

Armv  Recruit?,  Bread,  Rations,  etc.,  June 

16^  1334.  w  

Bagot  Estate,  Sale  of— Sir  N.  O'Conor  and 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  June  15, 

1188- 

Ballymahon  Postal  Arrangements,  June  19, 
1491. 

Castlerea  and  Ballaghadereen— Sanitary 
Charges,  June  16,  1357. 

Firearms.  Carrying,  in  Ireland — Case  of  P. 
Costello,  June  19,  1495. 

Lanesbo  rough  Postal  Arrangements,  Com- 
plaint, June  19,  1493. 

Lynch's,  E.,  Pension,  June  16,  1334. 

Roscommon  Agricultural  Grant,  June  16, 
1352. 

Hazell,  Mr.  W.  [Leicester]. 

Advertisement  Orders.  Stamping,  June  2, 
183. 

Pauper  Children— Expenditure  on  Orphan 

Schools,  etc..  June  2.  248. 
Vaccination,  June  2,  206. 

Healt,  Mr.  M.  [Cork]. 

South  Kensington  Museum,  Art  Branch- 
Appointment  of  Assistant,  June  16,  1347. 

Town  Commissioners  Chairman — Solicitor 
losing  right  to  practise  at  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, June  16.  1360. 
Healt,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth,  N.]. 

Dillon's,  Lord.  Estate — Purchase  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  June  16,  1361. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 1044. 

Firearms,  Carrving  without  Licence,  in 
Ireland— Case  "of  T.  Brady,  June  15,  1189. 

Infirmaries,  County,  Management  of— Repre- 
sentatives elected  by  County  Councils, 
June  15,  1188. 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  con..  June  14,  1138, 
1147,  1152,  1153. 

Hedderwick,  Mr.  T.  C.  H.  [Wick  Burghs]. 
Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill.  com..  June  8,  743. 
Cowan's  Institution  and  Spitals  Hospital 

Charities,  June  16,  1435. 
India,  Presbvterian  Services  for  Troops, 

June  9,  772. 
Jam  Factories,  Labour  in,  etc.,  June  5,  297. 
Private   Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  936,  981;  June  19, 

1579. 

Sierra  Leone— Sir  D.  Chalmers's  Report, 

June  2,  176. 
Squadron — Visit  to  China,  June  9,  776. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H.  [Tyrone,  N.]. 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.,  June  14,  1154. 
Tyrone  County  Council  Rate  Collector — 
Appointment  of  W.  M'Farland,  June  19, 
1496. 
Heneage,  Lord. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  2h,  June  8,  610,  612. 

Herne  Bay  Water  Bill. 

L  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Herrings. 

Scottish — Markets  on  the  Continent  and  in 
United  States.  Reports  presented,  June 
15,  1167.  1175. 
Hickman,  Sir  A.  [Wolverhampton,  W.]. 

HaW-<tianers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  23. 
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Hickman,  Sir  A.— emit. 

Natal,  Boers  in.  Alleged  Arming  by  Trans- 
vaal Government,  June  13,  1061. 
Hicks-Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.— Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  [Bristol,  W.]. 
Advertisement  Orders,  Stamping,  June  2, 
184. 

Agricultural    Land  Valuation— Finance 

Bill,  June  6,  455. 
Beer  Materials  Committee — Substitutes 

for  Hops,  etc.,  June  15,  1184. 
Bottled  Spirits,  Duty  on — Finance  Bill, 

June  6,  458,  459,  460. 
Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8, 

739,  742,  745. 
Death  Duties  Aggregation— Finance  Bill, 

New  Clause,  June  6.  447. 
London  Government  Bill,  3r— Qualifica- 
tion of  Women.  June  13.  1080. 
National  Debt  Annuities.  June  16,  1340. 
Promissory  Notes — Finance  Bill,  June  8, 

732,  733. 

Savings  Banks.  Inquiry,  June  8,  645. 
Tea  Adulteration — Inquiry,  etc.,  June  8, 
645. 

Waima  Incident — Compensation  Claims, 

June  9.  864. 
Wine  Duties,  increased,  Revenue  derived 

from,  June  13,  1068. 

Hill,  Col.  Sir  E.  S.  [Bristol,  S.]. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiff]  Bill— Standing 
Order  complied  with.  June  8,  623. 
"Hindustan,"  s.s.— Conveyance  of  Animals. 

See  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 
Hobhovse,  Mb.  H.  [Somerset,  E.]. 

Half-itrmers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

3r,  June  14,  1116. 
Private   Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1593. 

Hogan,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Tipperary,  Mid.]. 

Anglo-American  Commission,  June  13,  1064. 

British  Columbia — Japanese  Immigration, 
June  8,  636. 

Imperial  Institute  and  the  London  Uni- 
versitv  Scheme,  June  6,  441. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme,  June  13,  1063. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  British  Sailors  and  the 
Liquor  Traffic,  June  13,  1066. 

Tonga  Islands— H.M.S.  "  Tauranga's"  Mis- 
sion, June  8,  630 ;  June  13,  1064. 

Holland. 

Peace  Conference,  see  that  Title. 
Trade  Report  presented.  June  1,  68. 

Holland,  Mr.  W.  H.  [York,  W.R.,  Rother- 
ham]. 

Indian  Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act,  1899, 

June  15,  1269. 
Mauritius  Sugar  Industry,  June  13,  1063. 

Home  Office. 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley. 

Under-Secretary — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Collings. 

Horsforth  Urban  District  Council  [Water] 
Bill 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Hottlds worth ,  Sir  W.  H.  [Manchester,  N.W.], 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2r.,  June  7,  586. 
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Horns  ok  Labour. 

Jam  Factories. 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;   A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  June  5,  298. 
North-Easlem  Railwav  Signalmen. 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
8,  634. 

Houses  or  Parliament. 

Ambulance  for,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson;  A.  Mr.  Akers-Doug- 
las,  June  8,  657. 

Housing  of  the  Wobking  Classes. 

Bethnal  Green  New  Schools — London  School 
Board  Scheme. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot ;  A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  June  12,  900. 
Local  Government  Provisional  Order  [Hous- 
ing of  Working  Classes]  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Workmen's  Houses  Tenure  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Provi- 
sional Order  [Borrow-Stonnness]  BilL 

c.  2b.  •,  Mav  31,  3. 

Rep.*,  June  9,  756. 

3b.*,  June  12,  890. 
L  1b.*,  June  13,  995. 

Howth— Trawling  off  Coast — Compensation  to 
Fishermen. 

Qe.  Mr.  Clancv;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1360 ;  June  19,  1500. 

Hughes,  Col.  E.  [Woolwich]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  463, 
464;  June  8,  726,  730. 

Hull. 

North- Eastern,   and  Hull,  and  Barnsley 
Railways  [Joint-Dock]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Hull,  Barnsley,  and  West  Biding  June" 
tion  Railway  and  Dock  BilL 

c.  con.*,  June  1,  74. 

3b. *,  June  5,  293. 
1.  commons  amendts.*,  June  8,  593. 

Humber  Conservancy  Bill. 

c.  2b.*,  June  6,  430. 
Humphbeys-Owen,  Mb.  A.  C.  [Montgomery]. 
Postal  and  Telegraphic  Facilities,  June  1, 
126. 
Hyde  Park. 

iting  Improvement,  etc., 
}.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  June 
19,  1488. 

Hydebabad  State,  Mineral  Rights— Prospec- 
tuses. 

Q.  Sir  A.  Scoble ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  8,  643. 

Iceland — Trade  Report  presented,  June  8,  596. 
Ichang. — Trade  Report  presented,  June  2,  163. 

Word  Gas  Bill. 

1.  3b.*,  June  6,  411. 

c.  lords  amendts.*,  June  14,  1089. 

1.  commons  amendts.*,  June  15,  1166. 

Word  Urban  District  Council  [Bates]  BilL 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
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Illicit  Commissions. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Imbecile  [Training  Institutions]  BilL 

c.  2b.*,  June  2,  288. 

Immigbation,  sea  Emigration  and  Immigration. 
Imperial  Institute  and  the  London  Uni- 

VER8ITY. 

Chair  of  Commercial  Education. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent;   A.  Mr.  Rugsrii, 
June  1,  80. 
Conference. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
June  6,  441. 

Impbisonment. 

Fine  or  Imprisonment  [Scotland  and  Ireland] 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Income  and  Expenditure — Return  Ordered  [Sir 
H.  Fowler],  June  16,  1333. 

Indenturing  in  Westebn  Australia. 

Abolition  of  Aborigines  Protection  Boani 
Debate  [1.].  June  16,  1321. 

India. 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.   Hon.   Lord  G. 

Hamilton. 
Army. 

Dum-Dum  Bullet,  Issue  to  Troops. 
Effect  of  Report  Ordered  [Lord  d 

Hamilton],  June  8,  627. 
Qs.  Mr.   Dillon,  Col.   Milward,  Mr. 
Charming;  As.  Lord  G.  Hamiltoa, 
Mr.  Wyndham,  June  5,  300. 
Presbyterian  Services  Accommodation. 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  9,  772. 
Assam  Tea  Plantations — Report. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  12,  897. 
Bombay — Civil  and  Criminal  Appeals  in 
Political  Courts,  Return. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn ;  A.  Lord  0. 
Hamilton,  June  15,  1178. 
Burmese  Woman — Outrage  on,  by  BritiA 
Soldiers  at  Rangoon. 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 

June  12.  896. 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Roberts.  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr. 

Dillon,  Mr.  MacNeill. 
As.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  June  16, 1335. 
Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordinances.  Papen  re- 
lating to. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain. June  13,  1059. 
Civil  Service   Examinations,  Regulation! 

presented.  May  31,  6;  June  1,  69,  78. 
Connaught  Rangers  at  Meerut — Shooting 
Case. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  16,  1335. 
Coopers     Hill  College — Retirement  of 
Officers. 

Q.  Sir  S.  King;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  15,  1178. 
Expenditure,  Roval  Commission  Report. 
Q-  Sir  M.  Buownaggree;   A.  £ord  0- 
Hamilton.  June  2,  184. 
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Franchise  in  French  Possessions. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn;   A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  15,  1177. 
Legal  Education,  Control  of  by  Private 
institutions. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  8,  641. 
Madras,  see  that  Title. 
Mineral  Rights  in  Hyderabad  State— Pro- 
spectuses. 

Q.  Sir  A.  Scoble ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  8,  643. 
Pasteur    Institute  —  Government  Grant, 
etc.,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  8,  645. 
Progress  and  Condition,  copy  presented, 

June  6.  414,  435. 
Punjaub  War  and  Tirah  Campaign,  1897-8, 
Distribution  of  Medals. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.  June  1,  81 ;  June  6,  443. 
Riots  in  Southern  India. 

Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  15,  1176. 
Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act.  1899. 

Motion  [Sir  H.  H.  Fowler],  June  15,  1199. 
Sugar  Exports  and  Imports. 

Q.  Capt.  Sinclair;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  2,  185 ;  June  8,  644. 
Return. 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
6,  443. 

Women  Barristers— Miss  Sorabji's  Applica- 
tion refused. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton. June  8.  641. 

Industrial  Schools. 

Seo  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 

Inebriate      Rkfobmatokiks,  Management, 
Rules  presented,  June  13,  996,  1057. 

Inebbiates  Act. 

Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  June  14, 
1090. 

Infant  Orphan  Asylum  Bill. 

.c.  Rep.*.  June  9.  758. 
3b.*,  June  13, 1002. 

Infectious   Disease   [Notification]  Act 

[1889]  Extension  Bill. 

1.  3r.#.  June  1,  71. 

c.  Lords  Amendts.*,  June  5,  297. 

IXFIBM  ARIES. 

Irish  County  Infirmaries,  Management  of— 
Representatives  elected  by  County 
Councils. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healv;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15,  1188. 

Inland  Reveste  Department. 
Vote  for.  Rep.*,  June  1,  157. 

Inniskeen  Railway  Accident. 
Culloville  Line  Improvement. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
16,  1341. 
Intermediate  Edccation. 
Ireland. 

Examination  Places,  copv  of  Rules  pre- 
sented, June  6.  414,  434. 
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Intermediate  Education — cont. 

Ru'es  and  Programme  for  1900.  . 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15.  1193. 
Viceregal  Commission. 

Q.  Mr.  Field :  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonr, 
June  13,  1071. 
Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act. 
Charity  Commissioners'  Report  presented, 
J  line  14,  1091 ;  June  15,  1168. 

International  Union. 

Japan,  Accession  of,  copy  of  Treaty  pre- 
sented, June  6.  435;  June  8,  596. 

Montenegro,  Withdrawal  from,  copy  of 
Treaty  presented,  June  9,  761,  880. 

Intoxicating  Liquors. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing] 
Bill 

c.  2b.,  June  7,  543. 

Inverness  Harbour  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 

Ionian  Bank  Bill. 

c.  2b.,  June  13.  1053. 

Ionian  Islands— Trade  Report  presented,  June 
1,  68. 

Ireland. 

Chief  Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  W. 
Balfour. 

Attorney-General — Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson. 
Solicitor-General— Mr.  D.  P.  Barton. 
Agricultural  Grant,  see  that  Title. 
Annalv  Estate,  Purchase  of  holdings. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell :  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  13,  1076. 
Bagot  Estate,  Sale  of— Sir  N.  O'Conor  and 
the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Q.  Mr.  Havden;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  15.  1188. 
Ballyduff  Postal  Facilities. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1494. 
Ballymahon  Postal  Arrangements. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1491. 

Belfast,  Cork,  Dublin,  etc.,  see  those  Titles. 
Bills,  relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 
Blackhead    and    Maiden    Rocks  Light* 

houses,  see  those  Titles. 
Blind.  State  Aid  for.  see  Blind. 
Castlerea   and    Ballaghadereen,  Sanitary 

Charges. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16.  1357. 
Cavan.  see  that  Title. 
Circular  Postage  in  Bandon  and  Clone. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Barry;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16.  1342. 
Clerks  of  Unions  checking  Rate  Collectors' 
Accounts — Extra  Remuneration. 

Q.  Mr.  Tullv :  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

Conrtabulary^oya^Irish,  see  that  Title. 

[Continued 


Ire-Ire]  {INDEX}  [Vol.  72' 

May  3\—June  19. 


Ireland— cojU. 

Cookstown,  see  that  Title. 
Countv  Cess,  Balrothery — Standard  Rate. 
Q.  Mr.  Clancy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1353. 
County  Councils. 

Contractors  as  Members  of  Councils. 
Cork. 

Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  8,  662. 
Kerry. 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  13,  1070. 
Elections  Expenses. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  8,  656. 
Longford  Collector— Case  of  W.  Jones. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1071. 
County  Court  Officers—Grant  for  Clerical 
Assistance — Return . 

Q.  Mr.  Engledew;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
438. 

Crime.  Incitement  to,  M'Hale  v.  Sullivan. 

Debate  [1.],  June  12,  880. 
Dillon's  Lord,  Estate — Purchase  by  Con- 
gested Districts  Board. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  16,  1361. 
Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  Return  presented, 

June  12,  880.  892. 
Dundalk  Postmastership  Vacancy. 
Q.   Mr.    Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  19.  1490. 
Dwyer  Sylvester,  Imprisonment  of — Com- 
mutation of  Sentence. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19.  1498. 
Education   [For   collective  Heading,  see 

Education]. 
Emigration  to  America.  Increase. 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  8,  649. 
Enniskillen  Post  Office,  Plans  and  Tenders. 
Q.  Mr.  Jordan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19.  1492. 

Fair  Rents,  see  sub-heading  Judicial  Rente. 
Ferrybank  Post  Office  and  Postmastership. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16.  1344. 
Finegan,  Eviction  Case. 
Qs.  Mr.  Macaleese  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  15.  1190 ;  June  19,  1497. 
Fintona  Sunday  Mails. 

Q.  Mr.  Dilon ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19. 1488. 

Firearms,  Carrying,  see  Firearms. 
Fish   Traffic   on   Railways — English  and 
Irish  Railways. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16.  1358. 
Fishing  Prosecution — Case  of  P.  Comerford. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  16.  1358. 
G'in  District  School— Arrangements  with 
Waterford  Steamship  Co.  for  Convey- 
ance of  Children. 
Q.  Mr.  Austin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  12.  902. 
Gun  Licences— Mr.  Egan's  Application  Re- 
fused. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  19.  1499. 
Industr'-i'  Sinn's,  see  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial Schools. 


Ireland— cont. 

Infirmaries,   Management  of— Represent!- 
tives  elected  bv  Countv  Councils. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healv :  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  15.  1188. 
Inniskeen  Railway  Accident. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese :  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
16,  1341. 

Intermediate  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Judicial  Rents. 
Cavan  Co. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell:  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16.  1555. 
Equal    Treatment    of  Tenants— Future 
Tenants,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  19,  14%. 
Returns  presented,  June  6.  413,  434. 
Kerry,  Longford,  Limerick,  etc.,  se;  tbc« 
Titles. 

Killarney  Lakes — Sale  of  Muckross  Estate. 
Qs.  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  MacNeill ;  As.  Mi. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  June  19,  1501. 
Labourers'    Cottages— Disqualification  of 
District  Councillors,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Gibney  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bi'.four, 
June  19.  1495. 
Land  Commission,  see  that  Title. 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  Delay  in  Carrying 
out. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  8.  650. 
Lanesborough  Postal  Arrangements,  C<«- 
plaint. 

Q.  Mr.  Havden;   A.  Mr.  Hanboy, 
June  19,  1493. 
Lights  and  Lighthouses,  see  that  Titie. 
Loan  Fund  Board — Illegalities. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Do»gan;  A. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour.  June  3.  764. 
Local  Government  Board  Orders.  Printing, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  8,  651. 
Local   Government  Finance — Labour  and 
Expense,  Increase  in,  under  new  Rules. 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeill:  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  15.  1191. 
Lough  Rvnn  Letter  Deliveries  Complaint. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
13,  1068. 
Lurgan,  New  Post  Office. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
9,  774. 

Magistracy,  see  that  Title. 
Migration  of  Population  of  Co.  Mayo— 
Countv  Council  Resolution. 
Q.  Dr.   Ambrose;    A.   Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  6.  439. 
Military  District.  Cork— Stores  Contract 
Complaints. 
Q.  Captain  Donelan ;   A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams.  June  19.  1482. 
Monaghan  Union  Medical  Officer. 

Q.   Mr.   Macaleese;    A.   Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  16,  1350. 
Mountjoy  Postal  Arrangements. 
Q.  Mr.  Doogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv.  June  9. 
773. 

Moy    Postmaster— Candidate    for  Petty 
Sessions  Clerkship. 

Q  w  i6  i$rton ;  A* Mr  Hanbuiy' 
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Ireland— cont. 

Mullingar  Lunatic  Asylum,  see  that  Title. 
National  School  Teachers,  see  that  Title. 
Newbliss  Post  Office  Messenger,  Salary  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  12,  904. 
O'Donnell,  Dominick— Inmate  of  Belmullet 
Union. 

Q.  Mr.  Crillv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13.  1074. 
Oughterard  Union,  Fever  outbreak. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16.  1357. 
Phcenix  Park  Murderer,  Release. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  5.  299. 
Post  Office— For  Collective  Heading,  see 

Post  Office. 
Railway  Communication.  Donegal. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  19,  1498. 
Rating,  New  System — Landlord  and  Tenant 
Agreements. 
Q.  Mr.  Tullv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  9,  768. 
Riots,  see  Belfast  and  Cookstown. 
Roman  Catholic  University — Petitions,  June 

2,  174 ;  June  5,  297 ;  June  9,  760. 
Salmon  Fisheries— Illegal  Practices. 
Q.    Mr.    Seton-Kerr;   A.  Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  9.  765. 
Science,  Royal  College  of,  see  Dublin. 
Technical  Education.  Return  ordered  [Sir 

J.  E.  Gorst],  June  9,  761. 
Telegraphists',  Hours  of  Duty  in  Dublin. 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  9, 
775. 

Tithe-Rent  Charge  Redemption. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  1.  84.    Q.  Mr.  S.  Barry ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  June  16,  1354. 
Town  Commissioners,  Chairman — Solicitor 
losing    right    to    practise   at  Quarter 
Sessions. 

Q.   Mr.  M.  Healv;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  16,  1360. 
Tramways  Amendment  Act — Relief  to  Cavan 
Ratepayers. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
June  19.  1492. 
Trawling   off    Howth — Compensation  to 
Fishermen. 

Qs.  Mr.  Clancy;  As.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1360;  June  19, 
1500. 

Tyrone,  see  that  Title. 
Valuation — Fixing  of  Fair  Rents,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.   S.   Young;   A.   Mr.   G.  W. 

Balfour.  June  8.  647. 
Q.  Oapt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

June  9,  768. 
Q.   Mr.   S.   Young;    A.  Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15,  1195. 
81igo. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  12,  903. 
Valuation  Acta— Revised  Valuations. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Barry ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1352. 

Westport  Urban  Sanitary  Authority —  Com- 
nussioners'  Petition. 

Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1074. 
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Youghal  Rifle  Range,  Repairs,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.   Mr.  Wyndham,. 
June  9,  771. 

Italt — Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Jackson,  Private. — Bathing  Fatality  at  Alder- 
shot. 

Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June 
8,  640. 

Jam  Factories,  Labour  in. 

Q.   Mr.   Hedderwick;   A.   Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  June  5,  297. 

Jamaica — Annual  Report  presented,  June  19, 
1456,  1479. 

James,  of  Hereford,  Lord. 

Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill,  2b, 

June  8,  614;  com..  June  12, .888. 
Youthful  Offenders  Bill.  2r,  June  19.  1457, 
1464. 

Jameson      Raid— Indemnity — Correspondence 
presented,  June  8,  5%,  625. 

Japan. 

Accession  to  Industrial  Convention  of  1883 

—Treaty  presented,  June ,2,  163,  171. 
Accession  to  International  Union — Treaty 

presented.  June  6.  435 ;  June  8,  596. 
British  Columbia — Japanese  Immigration. 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
June  8.  636. 
Trade  Report  presented.  June  1,  68;  June 

19.  1456. 

Jeffreys,  Mr.  A.  F.  [Hants,  N.] 

Aldershot  Bathing  Fatality,  June  8,  640. 
Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  27,  36. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  927. 

Jkssel,  Capt.  H.  M.  [St.  Pancras,  South]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  499. 
Johannesburg. 

Edgar,  Mr.,   Killed  by  Policeman — Com- 
pensation to  Mrs.  Edgar. 
Q.  Mr.  Griffith;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  2,  182. 
Q.  Mr.  Duncombe  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  19,  1484. 

Johnson-Ferguson,   Mr.    J.    E.  [Leicester, 
Loughborough]. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill.  con..  June  13, 
1022. 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  [Belfast,  8.]. 

Agriculture    and    Technical  Instruction 

[Ireland]  Bill— Business  of   the  House, 

June  19,  1516. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 

1013. 

Intermediate  Education,  Ireland — Rules  and 
Programme  for  1900.  June  15.  1193. 

Magistrates  [Ireland]  Resident,  salaries  of, 
June  9.  767. 

Moy  Postmaster— Candidate  for  Petty- 
Sessions  Clerkship,  June  16,  1343. 

Transvaal-Mrs.  Applebe,  Murder  of. 
June  19, 1484. 
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John-stone,  Mb.  J.  H.  [Sussex,  Horsham]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

3b,  June  14,  1120. 
London  Government  Bill — Qualification  of 
Women,  con.  June  6,  475. 

Jones,  Mb.  D.  B.  [Swansea  District]. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiff]  Bill— Standing 
Order  Complied  with,  June  8,  622. 

Jones,  Mb.  W.  [Carnarvon,  Arfon]. 

Poor  Law  Schools,  Education  in,  June  2, 
242. 

Jones's  Divorce  Bill. 

1.  Rep.*,  June  1,  70. 

3b.  •,  June  2,  163. 
c.  Ik.',  June  2,  169. 

2b.*.  June  9,  756. 

Rep.',  June  16,  1331. 

.Jordan,  Mb.  J.  [Fermanagh,  S.]. 

Enniskillen  Post  Office— Plans  and  Tenders, 
June  19,  1492. 

JUDGES. 

Additional  Judges,  Appointment  of. 

Q.  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen ;  A.  Lord 
Halsburv,  June  8,  617. 
Ecclesiastical  Judge,  see  that  Title. 

Judicial  Rents,  Ireland. 

See  Ireland. 
Justice. 

South  Staffordshire  Stipendiary  Justice  Bill, 
see  that  Title. 

Juvenile  Offendebs. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Kenny,  Mb..  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Tullv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  June 
5,  304. 

Kensington  and  Notting  Hill  Electric 
Lighting  Bill. 

1.  2b.*,  June  2,  161. 
Rep.',  June  16,  1317. 

Kent. 

Light  Railways   Order    presented,  May 

31,  5  ;  June  1,  69. 
Mid-Kent  Gas  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Kenton,  Mb.  J.  [Lanes.,  Bury]. 

Halfitimers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
3b.,  June  14,  1125,  1127. 

Kerry. 

County  Council — Contractors  as  Members  of 

Council. 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1070. 
Letter  Deliveries  in  North  Kerry. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1489. 

Keswick,  Mb.  W.  [Surrey,  Epsom]. 
China,  Affairs  of,  June  9,  867. 

Kew  Bridge  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  2.  169.  . 
3b.*,  June  6,  430. 
KiLDABE— Agricultural  Grant  Reduction. 
Agricultural  Grant  Reduction. 

Q.  Mr.  Carew;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8,  650. 
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Kildabe  Street  Library,  Handing  over  to 
new  Irish  Department. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1350. 

Killabney  Lakes— Sale  of  Muckroes  Estate. 
Qs.  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  MacNeill;  As.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  June  19,  1501. 

Kimbeb,  Mb.  H.  [Wandsworth]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 492. 

KlJJBEBLEY,  EARL  OF. 

London  Government  Bill,  June  15,  1169. 

Soudan  Campaign — Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Forces, 
etc.,  June  8,  600,  607. 

Klno,  Sib  H.  S.  [Hull,  Central]. 

Coopers  Hill  College — Retirement  of 
Officers,  June  15,  1178. 

Kinloch,  Sib  J.  G.  S.  [Perthshire,  E.]. 

Secondary  Education,  Scotland— Minute  of 
April  27,  1899,  June  16,  1438. 

Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to,  see  Soudan  Cam- 
paign. 

Knowlbs,  Mb.  L.  [Salford,  W.]. 

Plumbers'  Registration — Legislation,  Jnne 

13,  1087. 
Soudan  Campaign. 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to— Treatment  of 

the  Mahdi'e  Body,  etc.,  June  5,  374. 
Wounded  Dervishes,  Cruelty  to,  allegsi- 
Major  Luigi  Calderari's  Letter,  Jdk8, 
686. 

Kbugeb,  President— Conference  with  Sir  A. 
Milner,  see  Transvaal.  Uitlanders'  Grievance 
— Bloemfontein  Conference. 

KUBDISH  AtBOCITIF-S  IN  ARMENIA. 

Russian  and  French  Protest. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
16,  1337. 

Lamouchebe.  Mb.  H.  [Northampton]. 

Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  13,  1060. 

Business  of  the  House,  Precedence  of 
Government  Business,  June  19,  1520. 

China,  Affairs  of — British  Government 
Policy,  etc. ,  June  9.  865. 

London  Government  Bill — Qualification  of 
Women,  June  6.  473.  474 ;  June  13. 1085. 

Salisbury  Plain,  Purchase  of  Land  by  War 
Office— Finance  Bill.  June  6,  457. 

Soudan  Expedition — Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener—Treatment of  the  Mahdi's  Body, 
etc.,  June  5,  364. 

Vaccination  Law,  Enforcement  of — Local 
Government  Board  Action,  June  2,  217. 

Vaccination  Officers  and  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians, June  2,  209. 

Laboubebs'  Cot r ages,  Ireland. 

Disqualification  of  District  Councillors,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Gibnev ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19,  1495. 

Ladysmith  Babbacks,  Insanitary  Condition  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
June  9,  771. 

Lakes  of  Killarnky,  see  Killarney  Lake*. 
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Lambert,  Mr.  G.  [Devon,  South  Molton]. 
China. 

Anglo-Russian  Agreement — Peking  and 
Manchurian  Railway,  June  8,  630. 

Yang-tsze  Valley,  Geographical  Defini- 
tion, Railway  Rates,  etc.,  June  8,  630. 
Wine  Duties,  Increased,  Revenue  derived 

from,  June  13,  1068. 


Lanarkshire  [Middle 
Water]  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 


Ward  District 


Lancashire    and    Yorkshire  Railway 
[Various  Powers]  Bill. 

1.  Rep.*,  June  12,  878. 

Land. 

Agricultural  Land,  Valuation— Finance  Bill, 
Motion  [Mr.  Bowles],  June  6,  462. 

Ireland. 

Valuation— Fixing  of  Fair  Rents,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

June  8,  647 ;  Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr. 

G.  W.  Balfour,  June  9,  768 ;  Q.  Mr.  8. 

Young;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  June 

15,  1195. 
Sligo. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hugh;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  12,  903. 
Valuation  Acts — Revised  Valuations. 
0.  Mr.  K.  Barrv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1352.  ' 

Land  Commission-  [Ireland]. 

Assistant  Commissioners. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  8,  648. 

Bailieborough    Sub-Commissioners'  Judg- 
ments. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Young;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  8.  647 
Judicial  Rents,  see  Ireland. 
Rating — new  System,  Landlord  and  Tenant 
Agreements. 

Q.  Mr.  Tullv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
June  9,  768. 
Tithe  Rent-Charge  Redemption. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

June  1,  84. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Barrv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
June  16,  1354. 

Land  Purchase  Acts,  Ireland. 

Delay  in  Carrying  out. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8,  660. 

J/ANESBOBOUGH  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS,  Com- 
plaint. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1493. 

Laurie,  Lieut. -Gen.  J.  W.  [Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest]. 

Loans,  Municipal.  June  2,  227. 

Pembroke  Dock— Delay  in  Delivery  of 
Letters,  June  1, 126,  12?. 

Street  Obstruction — Prosecution  of  Car- 
men, Dismissal  of  Case  at  Marylebone 
Police  Court,  June  15,  1184. 
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Lawrence,   Mb.    W.   F.   [Liverpool.  Abcr- 
cromby]. 

Africa,    West,    Liquor    Traffic— Spirit 

Duties,  June  15.  1181. 
West  Indies— Fruit  steamers,  Local  Duties 

on  Rum,  etc.,  June  6,  441. 

Lawson,  Mr.  J.  G.  [York,  N.R.,  Thirsk]. 

Carmarthen  Charities — Delay  in  Publication 

of  Report,  June  19.  1487. 
Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  38,  41,  53. 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  [Cumberland,  Cockermouth]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

2r,  June  7,  553,  554.  557,  558,  562. 
Peers'  Interference  at  Elections — Breach  of 

Privilege.  June  5,  315. 
Soudan     Campaign — Grant      to  Lord 

Kitchener — Treatment   of   the  Mahdi's 

Body,  etc.,  June  5,  385. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

2r,  June  7,  569. 

Lawyers— Women  Practising  in  India — Miss 
Sorabji's  application. 

Q.  Mr.   H.  Roberts;    A.   Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  8,  641. 

Lead  Factories— White  Lead  Factories,  Rules 
presented,  June  1,  70,  79. 

Lebre,  Sir  J.  F.  [Lancashire,  Accrington]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill. 
2b.,  June  7.  566. 

Legal    Education,  India — Control    of  by 
Private  Institutions. 

•  Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  8,  641. 

Leicester  Corporation  Water  Bill. 

c.  Instruction  to  com.  as  to  consolidation  of 
Bills.  June  2,  167. 
Rep.'.  June  16,  1331. 

Leigh,  Lord. 

Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill,  2b, 
June  8,  612;  com.,  June  12.  888. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2b,  June  19,  1462, 
1466. 

Leigh-on-Sea  Urban  District  Council  Bill. 

c.  2r.#.  June  6.  430. 

Leith  Harbour  and  Docks  Bill. 

1.  1r.#,  June  1,  66. 
2r.#,  June  9,  750. 

Leng,  Sir  J.  [Dundee]. 

American  Mail  Service— Return,  June  6, 
437. 

Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8,  744. 
Private  Legislation   Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1573. 
Savings  Banks,  Inquiry,  June  8,  644. 

Letter-Boxes — Late  Letter-boxes  on  trains, 
S.  June  1,  106,  121. 

Letters— Dauy  Deliveries  i 
fl.,  June  1.  126.  126. 

3  X 
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Level  Crossings. 

Desborough   Fatality    Inquest— Board  of 
Trade  Representative. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
2,  181. 

Lewis,  Mb.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughs]. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2r,  June  7,  686. 

Lewis,  Mrs.,  Case  ok. 

Q.  Mr.  Spicer ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Wyndham,  June 
8,  632. 

Libraries. 

Kilckre  Street  Library,  handing  over  to 
New  Irish  Department. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16.  1360. 
Public  Libraries  [Scotland]  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Life  Assurance — Lloyd's  Policies — Returns. 
Mail  Train  delays. 
Q.  Mr.  Boulnois ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  8, 
633. 

Licht  Railways. 

Glamorgan  and   Brecon   Counties,  Order 

Presented.  May  31.  5 ;  June  1,  69. 
Middlesex  Co.,  Order  Presented,  May  31, 

5  ;  June  1,  69. 
Sheppey,  Isle  of,  and  Co.  of  Kent,  Order 

Presented.  May  31.  5;  dune  1,  69. 
Weston-super-Mare,  Clevedon,  and  Portis- 

head  Tramways  Company  [Light  Railway 

Extensions]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

I,H;IITKRMKN. 

Watermen's  and  Lightermen's  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Lighting  of  Hyde  Park. 

Q.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  June 
19.  1488. 

Lights  and  Lighthouses. 
Black  Head. 
Q.  Mr.  Allan;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  2, 
180 ;  Q.  Capt.  Do.ielan  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
June  8,  634. 
Lighthouse  Keepers'  Emoluments. 

Q.  Mr.  Nicof;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  9, 
770. 
Maiden  Rocks. 

Q.  Mr.  Allan ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  2, 
634. 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  June  13, 
1066. 

Northern     lighthouses     Commissioners — 
Increase  in  Clerical  Establishments— Order 
in  Council  Presented,  June  6,  413.  434. 
Scottish     Lighthouse     Keepers.  Retiring 
Allowance. 
Q.  Dr.  Clark;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  June  16. 
1342. 

Limerick. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford, 
Limerick,  and  Western  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Mail  Train  Delays. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June  19, 
1491. 

Newcastle  West  Creamery— Sewer  Com- 
•  plaint. 

.,  Q.  Mr.  Austin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1193. 
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Limerick— coni. 

Sorting  Clerks,  Dismissal  of. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Banbury, 
June  12,  905. 

Lincolnshire  Coroners  Bill. 

L  3r.*,  June  9,  764. 
c.  1r*,  June  14,  1092. 

Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws. 
Africa,  West,  see  that  Title. 
Beer  Materials  Committee— Substitutes  for 
Hops,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Quilter ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  June  15,  1183. 
Children,  Sale  of  Liquor  to— Petition  for 

Alteration  of  Law,  June  12,  892. 
Grocers'  Licences  [Scotland]  Abolition  Bill, 

see  that  Title. 
Madras — Opening  of  Liquor  Shops. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 
June  12,  897. 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  British  Sailors  at. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Jnne  13. 
1066. 

Sunday  Sale  of  Liquor  Bills,  see  Titles  In- 
toxicating Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bil! 
and  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sun- 
day Bill. 

Wine  and  Beerhouses  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  [Scotland]  Kll 

Petitions.  June  13.  1055;  June  16.  1331; 
June  19.  1478. 

Lisburn  Urban  District  Councils  Bill, 
formerly 

Lisburn  Town  Commissioners  Bill 

1.  Rep*.  June  8.  594. 
3r>,  June  13,  996. 
.  c.  lords  amendments*,  June  19,  1475. 

"Little  Exglander." 

0.  H.  Labouchere,  June  9,  865. 
Liverpool. 

Education  Department  Provisional  Ord* 
Confirmation  [Liverpool]  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Meat  Inspection — Appointment  of  Unquali- 
fied Inspector. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin. 
June  16,  1348. 

Liverpool,  Bishop  of — Peers'  Interference »t 
Southport  Election — Breach  of  Privilege. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, June  5,  307. 
Motion  [Mr.  Lowther],  June  5,  311. 

Liverpool  Overhead  Railway  Bill. 

c.  2r.*..  May  31.  2. 

Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 
Lloyd-George,  Mr.  D.  [Carnarvon,  etc.]. 
Local    Government    Board,  transferring 

Powers  to  County  Councils,  June  2. 265. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  {Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12.  916. 
Provisional   Order  Bills,   Procedure— In- 

sertion  of  Names,  June  2.  175. 
Wine    and   Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment 

Bill.  2b.,  June  7,  567. 

Lloyd's  Life  Insurance  Policies— Returns. 
Q.  Mr.  Boulnois ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  8, 
633.  Dig' 
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Loan  Fvsd  Board,  Ireland — Illegalities. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Doogan  ;  As. 
Mr.  O.  W.  Balfour,  June  9,  764. 

Loans. 

Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Finance  Bill,  Amendments  [Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach],  June  8,  731 ;  [Sir  C.  Cameron]. 
734 

Turkish  Loan,  see  that  Title. 
Local  Authorities. 

Taxation  of  Ground  Rents — Petition,  June 
6,  433. 

Technical  Education.  England,  Ireland, 
and  Wales.  Return  Ordered  [Sir  J.  Gorst], 
June  9,  761. 

Local    Authorities   Servants'  Superan- 
nuation Bill. 

Petition,  June  16,  1332. 
Local  Government  Board. 

President — Rt.  Hon.  H.  Chaplin. 
Parliamentary   Secretary— Mr.    T.  W. 
Russell. 

Inquiries  by,  Limitation  of,  S.  June  2,  279, 
280. 

Powers,  Transferring  to  County  Councils. 

S.  June  2,  265.  271.  274,  276. 
Vote  for,  June  2.  187. 

Local  Government   Board,  Ireland. 

Cavan  and  Granard  Unions— Transfer  of 

Divisions  refused. 
'  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  G.  \Y. 

Balfour,  June  13,  1075. 
Orders,  Printing,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8,  651. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act,  1898. 
Method   or   Determining  Amounts  to  be 
taken  as  having  been  raised  in  standard 
year — Memorandum  presented,  June  16, 
1333. 

Orders  and  Rules  under — Difficulty  in  ob- 
taining copies. 

Q  Mr.  Tullv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  6.  439. 
[See    also    Ireland — Sub-heading  County 
Councils]. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Provisional 
Orders  [No.  1]  Bill, 
c.  2r.*,  June  2,  168. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 
3r.»,  June  12,  890. 
1.  1r.»,  June  13,  995. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Provisional 
Orders  [No.  2]  Bill, 
c.  2r.*.  June  5,  296. 
Rep*.  June  16,  1329 
3r*  June  19,  1476. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Provisional 
Orders  [No.  3]  Bill. 

o.  2r.\  June  6,  432. 
R«p.*,  June  16,  1329. 
3b.*,  June  19,  1476. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Provisional 
Orders  [No.  4]  Bill, 
c.  1r.*,  June  1,  77. 
2r.*,  June  12,  890. 
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Local  Government  [Ireland]  Provisional 
Order  [Housing  of  Working  ClassesJ 
[No.  2]  Bill. 

c.  2r.»,  June  12,  890. 

Local  Government   Provisional  Orders 
[No.  1]  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent.  June  6,  409. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  2]  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  .lime  16,  1329. 
con.*,  June  19,  1477. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  3]  Bill. 

I.  1r .*,  June  1,  68. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  4J  Bill. 

c.  2b.*,  June  2,  168. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  5]  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  2,  168. 

Rep.*.  June  9.  757. 

3r.\  June  12.  890. 
1.  1r.*,  June  13.  995. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  6]  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  2.  168. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  7]  Bill 

c.  2r.\  June  2.  168. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1329. 
con.*,  June  19,  1477. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  8]  Bill. 

c.  2r.\  June  2.  168. 

Rep.*.  June  9.  757. 

con.*.  June  12,  890. 

3r.*,  June  13.  1054. 
1.  Ik.*,  June  15.  1166. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  9]  BilL 

c.  2r.\  June  6.  432. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  10]  Bill. 

c.  2r.\  June  6.  432. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  11]  Bill. 

c.  2r.*.  June  6,  432. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  12]  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6.  432. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[No.  13]  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  432. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 


Local  Government 
[No.  14]  Bill. 

c.  2r 
3  N  2 


Provisional  Orders 

.*,  June  6,  432. 
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Local  Government 
[Gas]  BilL 

c.  2b.*,  June  2,  168. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[Housing  of  Working  Classes]  Bill 

c.  2b.*,  June  2.  168 ;  June  6,  432. 

Rep*,  June  9,  767. 

3b.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  1b.*,  June  13,  995. 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
[Poor  Law]  Bill 

c.  2b.*,  June  2,  168. 

Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 

3b. *,  June  12,  890. 
I.  1b.*,  June  13,  995. 

Local  Government  [Scotland]  Act  [1894] 
Amendment  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  1,  78;  June  2,  174; 
June  7.  538 ;  June  9,  760,  891.  1055, 
1090 ;  June  15,  1175 ;  June  16,  1332 ; 
June  19,  1478. 

Local  Government  [Scotland]  Act  [1894] 
Amendment  [No.  2.]  Bill 

Petitions,  June  9,  760 ;  June  16,  1332. 

Local  Government  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  2,  174 ;  June  9,  760. 
Local  Loans,  see  Loans. 

Local  Taxation— Commission,  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence presented,  May  31,  7 ;  June  1,  68. 

Lookwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  [Essex,  Epping]. 

Board  of  Education  Bill,  June  19,  1500. 
Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.  May  31,  47. 

London,  Bishop  of. 

Marriages  Validity  Bill,  2b.,  June  6,  429. 
Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill  [Secret  Com- 
missions], 2b.,  June  6,  416. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Rail- 
way [Pensions]  BilL 

I.  Rep.*,  June  8.  594. 

3b.',  June  13,  996. 
c.  lords  amendta.*,  June  19,  1475. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Bail- 
way  [Various  Powers]  Bill. 

1.  2b.',  June  8,  594. 

London,  Chatham,  and  Doveb  Railway! 
Shunting  Fatality. 

Q.  Mr.  Maddison  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
15,  1183. 

London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway 
Bill. 

1  2n.*,  June  9,  750. 

London,  City  of— Electric  Lighting,  Report 
presented,  June  12,  880,  892. 

London  County  Council. 

Estimate  of  Expenditure  presented,  June 
19,  1479. 
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London  County  Council  [General  Powers 
Bill 

c.  con.*,  June  13,  1005. 

London  County  Council  [Money]  Bill 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 
con.*,  June  16,  1328. 

London  Government  BilL 

c.  con.,  June  6,  460;  June  8,  699. 

re-com. ,  June  13,  1078. 

3b.,  1080. 
1.  1b.*,  June  15, 1168. 

London  Government  Bill. 

Q.  Earl  of  Kimberley ;  A.  Vis.  Cross,  June 
15,  1169. 

Q.  Earl  of  Kimberley;   A.  Marquess  of 

Salisbury,  June  16,  1327. 
Petitions,  June  1,  78 ;  June  19,  1456. 
Women,   Qualification   of— Mr.  Court- 
ney's Motion,  June  6,  464;  Mr 
Elliot's  Amendt.,  June  13,  1078. 

London  Hospital  Bill. 

c.  2b.*,  May  31,  2. 
Rep.*.  June  9,  758. 
3b.*.  June  13,  1002. 

London  Improvements  BilL 

c.  con.*,  June  7,  537. 

3b.*,  June  12.  890. 
1.  1b.#,  June  13,  994. 

London  School  Boabd. 

Bethnul  Green  Schools,  see  that  Title. 
London'     University  —  Imperial  Instills 

Scheme,  see  Imperial  Institute. 
London  Water  [Purchase]  BilL 

c.  2b,  June  1.  74. 

LONDON  WaTEB  SUPr-LT. 

East  London  Water  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

London  and  North- Western  [New  Bail 
ways]  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  June  2,  167. 

3b.*,  June  6.  430. 
1.  1b.*,  June  8,  595. 

LONDONDKBBY,  MaBQUKSS  OF. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill  [Secret  Com- 
missions], 2b.,  June  6,  419.  428. 
Low;,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.— President  of  Board  of 
Agriculture  [Li'verpoool,  West  Derby]. 
Buenos    Ayres  Cattle  Trade— Hindu- 
stan "  Losses,  June  13,  1067. 

"Long  Spoon"  Policy. 

O.  Mr.  LaJbouchere,  June  9,  867. 

LOSCFOBD. 

Agricultural  Grant — Excluded  Charges. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;   As.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1072 ;  June  15,  1196. 
Annalv  Estate — Purchase  of  Holdings. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. Jun®  13,  1076. 
County    Council  Collector— Case  of  W. 
Jones. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1071. 
Militia,  Removal  of  Headquarters  to  Mnl- 
lingar. 

Q  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Wyri- 
ham,  June  13,  1068. 
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Lough,  Mb.  T.  [Islington,  W.]. 

Finance  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  458. 
Indian  Sugar  Duties — Tariff  Act,  1899,  June 
15,  1251. 

Ki  Harney  Lakes — Sale  of  Muckross  Estate, 

June  19.  1601. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 

481,  516. 

Prison  Officials,  Retirement  of,  June  19, 
1485. 

Locuh  Rynn— -Letter  Deliveries,  Complaint. 

Q.  Mr.  Tully;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
13,  1068. 

Loughborough  Corporation  Bill 

c.  2b. June  9,  756. 

Loughborough  and  Sheepshed  Railway 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Lowestoft  Promenade  Pier  Bill. 

c.  Rep.',  June  9,  758. 

con.*,  June  14,  1089. 

3b. •,  June  19,  1475. 
1.  1b.',  1454. 

Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill. 

1.  3b. June  6,  411. 

1b.*,  June  6,  625. 
c.  2b. •,  June  19, 1476. 

Lowles,  Mb.  J.  [Shoreditch,  Haggerston]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 
493,  504.  511 ;  June  8,  711,  713,  722. 

Pauper  Children — Cottage  Home  System, 
June  1.  250. 

Lowthkb,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  [Kent,  ThanetJ. 

Agricultural  Land  Valuation — Finance  Bill, 

June  6,  456. 
Dundee    Gas,    Street  Improvements,  and 

Tramways  Bill,  2b.,  June  5,  294. 
Half-timers — Education   of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  June  7,  542. 
Intoxicating  Liquors  •[Sundav  Closing]  Bill, 

2b.,  June  7,  545,  548. 
Peers'  Interference  at  Southport  Election — 

Breach  of  Privilege,  June  5,  307,  311,  316. 
Phoenix  Park  Murderer,  Release  of,  June 

5,  299. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2b.,  June  7,  567,  569. 

Lowthkb,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.,  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees [Cumberland,  Penrith]. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiff]  Bill,  Standing 
Order  Complied  with,  June  8,  621. 
Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill,  ccn., 

June  15,  1170. 
St.  Neots  Water  Bill,  2b.,  June  13,  1053. 

Lcbuock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sib  J.  [London  University.] 

Half-timers — Education   of  Children  Bill, 

com.  May  31,  40. 
New  Guinea,  British  Papers  relating  to, 

June  6,  440. 

Lunatic  Asylums. 

Imbecile  [Training  Institutions]  Bill.  See 

that  Title. 
Mullingur,  See  that  Title. 
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Lunacy  Bill. 

c.  1b.',  June  2,  171. 
2b.,  June  12,  990. 

Lunacy  Office,  Vote  for,  June  1,  158. 

Lubuan,  New  Post  Office. 

Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
9,  774. 

Lynch,  E.— Pension 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhum, 
16,  1334. 

Macalkf.sk,  Mb.  D.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

Belfast  Post  Office  Staff — Vacancies,  June 
19,  1490. 

County  Councils,  Ireland  —  Election  Ex- 
penses, June  8,  656. 

Duudalk  Postmastership  Vacancy,  June 
19,  1490. 

Finegan  Eviction  Case,  June  15,  1190;  June 
19,  1497. 

Inniskeen  Railway  Accident.  June  16,  1341. 
Monaghan  Union  Medical  Officer,  June  16, 
1350. 

National  School  Teachers  [Ireland],  Classi- 
fication of  Salaries,  June  6,  438. 

Newbliss  Post  Office  Messenger,  Salary  of 
June  12,  904. 

Macabtney,  Mb.  W.  E. — Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty [Antrim,  S-]- 
Navv  Contracts — New  Form,  June  19, 
1480. 

Machineby. 

Rating  of  Machinery  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Macdona,  Mb.  J.  C.  [Southwark,  Rotherhithe]. 

China,  Affairs  of,  June  9,  840. 

MacIvkb,  Mb.  D.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale]. 

Waima  Incident  —  Comp2nsation  Claims, 
June  9,  872. 

Maclean,  Mb.  J.  M.  [Cardiff]. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiff]  Bill,  Standing 
Order  complied  with,  June  8,  623. 

Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  8,  639. 

Confectionery,  Indian  Trade,  June  6,  443. 

Indian  Sugar  Duties — Tariff  Act,  1899,  June 
15,  1222,  1234,  1304. 

Persia,  Russian  Railway  Construction — Ex- 
piration of  Agreement,  etc.,  June  8,  628. 

Persian  Gulf,  British  Interests — Railway 
Concessions  to  Germany,  June  8,  629. 

MacNeill,  Mb.  J.  G.  S.  [Donegal,  S.]. 

Anti-British  Propaganda  in  Cape  Colony, 

June  15,  1183 ;  June  16,  1338. 
Company  Promoters  Bill — Business  of  the 

House,  June  19,  1517,  1527. 
Donegal  Agricultural  Grant,  June  15,  1192. 
Killarnev  Lakes — Sale  of  Muckross  Estate, 

June  i9,  1502. 
Local    Government   [Ireland]    Finance  — 

Labour  and  Expense,  Increase  in,  under 

new  Rules,  June  15,  1191. 
Naturalisation  Certificates,  obtaining  from 

Secretary  of  State,  June  15,  1185. 
Rangoon — Outrage  on  Burmese  Woman  by 

British  Soldiers,  June  16,  1336. 
Soudan     Campaign  —  Grant     to  Lord 

Mahdi's"  Body,  Treatment   of,  etc., 
June  5,  401. 

Conlinwl 
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MacNeill,  Mr.  J.  (i.  3. — cont. 

Money  Grant*,  House  of  Lords  initiat- 
ing— Question  of  Privilege,  June  5, 
319,  324. 

Transvaal — Uitlanders'  Grievances,  Politi- 
cal Rights,  June  13,  1062. 

McAbthub,  Mb.  C.  [Liverpool,  Exchange]. 
Ecclesiastical  Judge — Appointment  of  Sir 
A.  Charles,  June  16,  1186. 

McCartan,  Mr.  M.  [Down,  S.]. 

Belfast  Religious  Disturbances,  June  8, 
655. 

Magistrates  [Ireland]  Resident,  Pav  of,  June 
9,  767. 

McIvkr,  Sib  L.  [Edinburgh,  W.]. 

Indian  Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act,  1899,  June 
15,  1258. 

McKknna,  Mr.  R.  [Monmouth.  N.]. 

Comptroller  and  Auditor  General — Retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Mills.  June  1,  83. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  504. 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  com.,  June  7,  539, 
541. 

MoLeod,  Mr.  J.  [Sunderland]. 

Quarrier's.  Mr.,  Homes  —  Education  of 
Children,  June  16,  1442. 

M'Calmont.  Col.  J.  [Antrim,  E.]. 

Industrial  Schools  Act,  Ireland  —  School 
Attendance  Committees,  Powers  of,  June 
12.  901. 

M'Farland.  W.— Tyrone  County  Council- 
Rate  Collector  Appointment. 
Q.    Mr.    Hemphill;    A.    Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  19,  1496. 

M'Ghkk.  Mr.  R.  [Louth,  S.]. 

Central  Telegraphic  Staff — Petitions,  June 
15,  1187. 

East  Central  District.  Post  Office  Staff— Peti- 
tions, June  12,  904. 

Garston.  Fatal  Accident  to  Dock  Labourer, 
June  9,  769. 
.   Lurgan,  New  Post  Office,  June  9,  774. 

M'Halk  r.  Sullivan. 

Debate  [1.],  June  12,  880. 

M'Hugh,  Mr.  P.  A.  [Leitrim,  N.]. 

Sligo  Land  Valuation,  June  12,  903. 

M'Naughton,  A.— Glasgow  Bakery  Dispute. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  19,  1485. 

Madagascar  Question. 

S.,  June  9,  778. 
Maddison.  Mr.  F.  [Sheffield.  Brightside]. 

Half-timers — Education    of  Children  Bill, 

3r.,  June  14,  1128,  1129. 
Post  Office. 

Buildings,  Insanitary  Condition,  June  1, 
112. 

Employees'  Grievances,  June  1,  111. 
Shunting  Fatalitv  on  Chatham  and  Dover 
Railway,  June  15,  1183. 
Madras. 

Liquor  Trade — Opening  of  Liquor  Shops. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  12,  897. 
Riots  between  Shanars  and  Maravars. 
Q.  Sir  M.   Bhownaggree ;   A.   Lord  G. 
Hamilton.  June  15,  1176. 
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Magistracy,  Ireland. 
Cavan  co.,  Vacancy. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  16,  1359. 
Resident  Magistrates,  Salaries  of. 
Qs.  Mr.  McCartan,  Mr.  Davitt,  Mr.  W. 
Johnston;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  9,  767. 

Maiidi's    Body,    Tbeatmevt    of.  —  Clmrge 
against  Lord  Kitchener. 
Os.  Earl  of  Kimberley,  June  8,  600. 
Morley's,  Mr.,  Protest ;  Debate  on  Lord 
Kitchener's  Grant,  June  5,  327. 

Maiden  Rocks  Lighthouse. 

Q.  Mr.  Allen;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  June 2, 180. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  13, 
1066. 

Mail  Service. 

American — Return . 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
6.  437. 

Late  Letter  Boxes.   Q.  Sir  W.  C.  Gull, 
June  1,  106. 

Mail  Tbain  Delays  in  Limebick. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  19. 
1491. 

Malaga  and  Distbict. 

Trade  Rej>ort  presented,  June  15,  1168. 
Malta. 

Nobiritv— Claim  of  Mr.  G.  A.  TestafemU 
Q.  Vis.  Sidmouth ;  A.  Earl  of  SelboiK. 
June  15,  1169. 
Political  Condition— Despatch  Ordered  [Mr. 
M'lver],  June  8,  627. 
Manchester. 

Owens  College,  Manchester,  Bill,  see  th*t 
Title. 

Manchester  Canonries  Bill. 

1.  1b.#,  June  12,  888. 

Manchester  Corporation  [General  Powers! 
Bill. 

1.  2b.*,  June  8,  595. 
Manchubian  Railway,  see  China. 
"  Mandat-Poste  "  System. 

Trial  of,  in  England,  suggested. 
Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther,  June  8. 
659. 

Maple,  Sib  J.  B.  [Camberwell,  Dulwich.]. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  June  19,  1511;  com. 
June  7,  540 ;  con.  June  14,  1138.  1147, 
1149. 

Telegraph  Service,  Charges,  etc.,  June  1. 
130,  131. 

Mabbiage. 

Farnley  Tyas  Marriages  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Marriages  Validity  Bill 

1.  2b.,  June  6,  429. 
Mabylebone  Police  Coubt. 

Street  Obstruction,  Prosecution  of  Carmen. 
Q.  Gen.  Laurie ;  A.  Mr.  Coiling*,  Jnn« 
15,  1184. 

Mft7IRe^.  fro^SecfcL.,  June  8,  594. 
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Mauritius. 

Sugar  Industry. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  H.  Holland ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  13,  1063. 

Mayo  County. 

Migration  of  Population — County  Council 
Resolution. 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  6,  439. 

Mkat  Inspection  at  Liverpool. 

Appointment  of  Unqualified  Inspector. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;   A.  Mr.  Chaplin. 
June  16.  1348. 

Medals. 

See  Army. 
Medical  Practitioners. 

Dispensers,  Unqualified,  Accidents  resulting 
from. 

Q.  Major  Rasch  ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  June 
12,  901. 

Me  khan.  District  Inspector,  Conduct  of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  15,  1195. 

Meerut. 

Con  naught  Rangers — Shooting  Case. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  16,  1336. 

Mei.lor,  Col.  [Lancashire,  Radcliffe]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
Com..  May  31,  20,  49,  51,  52  ;  3r.,  June 
14,  1133. 

Mendl,  Mr.  S.  F.  [Plymouth]. 

Local  Loans,  Repayment  of,  June  2,  231. 

Merchant  Seamen,  see  Seamen. 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund. 

Pensions,  Vote  for,  June  1,  157;  June  2, 
287. 

Winding-Up  Act,'  Account  presented,  June 
16,  1319,  1332. 

Merchant  Shipping. 

Mercliant  Seamen's  Fund,  see  that  Title. 
Pinner's  Point,  Navigation  of. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
12,895. 

Progress.  Tables  showing  Progress  Ordered 

[Mr.  Ritchie],  June  13,  1057. 
Seamen,  see  that  Title. 

Mersey    Docks    and    Harbour  Board 
[Finance]  Bill, 
c.  2r.',  June  6,  431. 

Mersey    Docks  and 
[Pilotage]  BilL 

c.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  12,  891. 
2r>,  June  19,  1476. 

Merthtr  Tydfil. 

Light  Railway  Order,  Copy  presented,  May 
51,  5 ;  June  1,  69. 

Mesopotamia. 

Railway  Construction — British  Interests  in 
Persian  Gulf. 
Q.  Mr.   Maclean;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8,  629. 

39 


Harbour  Board 


Messengers. 

Foreign  Service  Messengers.  Appointments. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dnke ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  9, 
762. 

New  Bliss  Post  Office  Messenger,  Salary  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaloese ;  A.  Mr.  Banbury,"  June 
12,  90*. 

Metropolis  Management  Acts  Amend- 
ment [Bye-laws]  Bill. 

c.  2r.*.  Mav,  31,  63. 
Petition,  June  5.  296. 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  [Harrow 
Weald]  Provisional  Order  Bill. 

1.  2r.\  June  9,  752. 
Rep.".  June  12,  879. 
?r.\  June  13,  994. 

Metropolitan  G\«  Companies. 

Accounts,  Copy  presented,  June  1,  69,  78. 
Metropolitan  Police,  see  Police. 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order 
BifiT 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains  Bill 

[Mr.  J.  Stewart,  etc.]. 

c.  lR.".  May  31,  64. 
Metropolitan  Street  Obstruction. 

Marylebone  Police  Court,  Prosecution  of 
Carmen. 

Q.  General  Laurie ;  A.  Mr.  Collings, 
June  15.  1184. 

Metropolitan  Volunteer  Review. 

See  Volunteers. 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies. 

Return  ordered  [Mr.  T.  W.  Russell],  June 
9,  762. 

Metropolitan  Water  Companies  BilL 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Mid-Kent  Gas  Bill. 

c.  2rA  May  31.  2. 
Rep.*,  June  9.  758. 
con.",  June  14,  1089. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1475. 

Middlemore,  Mr.  [Birmingham,  N.]. 

Half-timers —  Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  20. 
Pauper  Children — Barrack  School  System, 
etc.,  June  2,  254. 

Middlesbrough. 

Stockton  and  Middlesbrough  Water  Bill,  see 
that  Title. 

Middlesex. 

Light  Railway  Order,  Copy  presented,  May 
31,5;  Junel,  69. 

Midland  and  South  Western  Junction 
Railway  BilL 

1.  2r.*,  June  2,  161. 

Migration  op  Population  [Ireland]. 

Mayo  Co. — County  Council  Resolution. 


Q.  Dr.  Ambrose ;  A 


June  6,  439. 
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Military,  see  Army. 
Military  District,  Cobk. 

Stores  Contracts,  Complaints. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, June  19,  1482. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill 

c.  2b.*,  June  6,  432. 
Rep.#,  June  16,  1329. 
con.',  June  19,  1477. 

Military  Works. 

Expenditure  for  1899—1900  under  existing 
Ivoans,  Estimates  presented,  June  19, 
1456,  1479. 

Militia. 

Guernsey  Militia  -Insubordination. 

Qs.  Mai.  Ranch;  Mr.  R,  G.  Webster; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  WiSiams,  June  19,  1481. 
Longford  Headquarters,  Removal  to  Mullin- 

gar. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrellj  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  June  13,  1058. 

Millwall  Dock  Bill. 

c.  2r.»,  June  19,  1476. 
Milser,  Sir  A.— Conference  with  President 
Kruger,  see  Transvaal,  Uitlanders'  Griev- 
ances. 

Mills,  Mr. — Comptroller  and  Auditor  General, 
Retirement  of. 
Q.  Mr.  McKenna;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  1,  83. 

Milton  Creek  Conservancy  Bill. 

L  2r.*,  June  8,  595. 
Milward,  Col.  V.  [Warwick,  Stratford-upon- 
Avon]. 

Dum-Dum  Bullet — Issue  of  to  Troops  in 

India,  June  5,  301. 
Local  Government  Board,  Inquiries,  June 

2,  280. 

"  Most  Favoured  Nation  "  Clause— United 
States  Treaties,  June  9,  763. 

Mineral  Rights. 

Hyderabad  State — Prospectuses. 
Q.  Sir  A.  Scoble ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  8,  643. 

Mines  L  Eight  Hours  J  Bill. 

Petitions,  May  31,  4 ;  June  1,  78 ;  June  2, 
174;  June  5,  296;  June  6,  433;  June  7, 
528;  June  9,  760,  891. 
Mint,  Vote  for,  June  1,  158. 

Moxaghan,  Union  Medical  Officer. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1350. 

Mokky  by  Post. 

"  Mandat-Poste  "  System,  Trial  of,  in  Eng- 
land suggested. 
Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther,  June 
8,  659. 

Money-Lending  Bill 

Petition,  June  5,  296. 

Qs.  Mr.  Ancroft ;  Capt.  Clmluua  ;  As.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  June  8,  659. 
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Monk,  Mb.  C.  J.  [Gloucester]. 

Post  Office,  Employees'  Grievances— Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  proposed,  June  1,  114. 

Monson,  Lord — Sat  first,  after  the  Death  of  hu 
Brothei-,  June  8,  693. 

Montagu,  Sir  S.   [Tower  Hamlets,  White- 
chapel]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8, 
708. 

Montenegro. 

Withdrawal  from  International  Union, 
Treatv  presented,  June  9,  761 ;  June  12, 
880. 

Moon.  Mr.  E.  R.  P.  [St.  Pancras,  N.]. 
China,  Affairs  of,  June  9,  842. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  460, 
461. 

Moore,  Mr.  A.  J.  [Londonderry]. 

Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  [Ire- 
land Bill] — Business  of  tEe  House,  June 
19,  1522. 

Moore,  Mr.  W.  [Antrim,  N.]. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 
1040. 

Tithe  Rent-Charge,  Ireland,  Redemption  of, 
June  1,  84. 

Morgan,  Mr.  J.  L.  [Carmarthen,  W.]. 

Carmarthen  Charities— Delay  in  Publication 
of  Report,  June  19,  1487. 

Morlky,  Earl  of  [Chairman  of  Committees]. 
Death  Duties — Indefinite    Liability  fee 
Estate  Duty — Endorsements  on  Regis- 
tered Titles,  June  13,  997. 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  Bills- 
Course  of  Procedure,  June  9,  751. 

Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  [Montrose,  etc.]. 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to. 
Mahdi's  Body,  Treatment  of,  June  5,  337. 
Method  of  Procedure,  June  2,  186. 

Morrison,  Mr. — Moy  Postmaster,  Candidate 
for  Petty  Sessions  Clerkship. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
June  16,  1343. 

Moss    Side    Urban     District  Counci1 
[Tramways]  Bill 

L  3r.#,  June  2,  162. 
c.  1r.#,  June  5,  326. 
2r.#,  June  14,  1089. 

"Most  Favoured  Nation"  Clause— United 
States  Treaties. 
Q.  Col.  Milward ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
9,  763. 

Motors  in  this  Navy,  Control  of. 

Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
June  8,  632. 

Moulton,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Cornwall,  Launceston]. 
Private  Legislation   Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  19, 1535. 

Mountain  Artillery. 

Officers— Armament  Pay. 
0.  Capt.  Pretyman;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  15,  1175.  byl^iC 
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Mountain  Abtilleby— cont. 

Officers'  Right  of  Fall,  Re-establishment. 
Q.  Mr.  Arnold-Foreter;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  June  16,  1333. 
Mocntjoy  Postal  Arrangements. 

Q.  Mr.  Doogan;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  9, 
773. 

Moy  Postmaster— Candidate  for  Petty  Seesions 
Clerkship. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1343. 

Muckross  Estate,  Sale  of. 

Qs.  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  MacNeill;  As.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  June  19,  1501. 

MuLLINUAB. 

Longford  Militia  Headquarters,  Removal  to 
Mullingar. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  June  13,  1058. 
Lunatic  Asylum  Board. 
Building  Expenditure,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  19,  1499. 
Joint  Committee. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1076. 
Municipal  Corporations. 

Borough  Funds  Act — Petitions,  June  1,  3, 
70,  78 ;  June  2,  163,  173 ;  June  6,  414 ; 
June  7,  537 ;  June  9,  769 ;  June  13,  1055. 
Smethwick,  Charter  of  Incorporation  pre- 
sented, June  14,  1091 ;  June  15,  1168. 

Municipal  Loans,  see  Loans. 
Municipal  Trading — Appointment  of  Com- 
mittee. 

Q.  Mr.  Bartley;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  8,  661. 

Murray,  Rt.  Hon.   A.   G. — Lord  Advocate 
[Buteshire]. 
Aberdeen  Cemetery  Scandal,  June  19, 

1487. 
Education. 
Circulars,  June  8,  636. 
Finance,   Secondary   Education,  etc., 

June  16,  1419,  1443. 
Grant,  June  16,  1339. 
Orphan  Homes. 
Education  of  Children,  June  12,  896. 
Non-Education  of  Children,  June  16, 
1339,  1432. 
Pensions  to  Teachers,  June  9,  773. 
Glasgow,  Bakery  Dispute — Case  of  A. 

M'Naughton,  June  19,  1486. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Expenses,  June  12,  909. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  914,  919,  920,  922, 
923,  930,  931,  939,  940,  942,  946,  952, 
958,  959,  960.  963.  974,  978,  984;  June 
19,  1531.  1534,  1636.  1638,  1539,  1540, 
1542,  1543,  1549,  1550,  1551, 1554,  .1562, 
1564,  1568, 1570,  1571,  1572, 1573,  1576, 
1578,  1583,  1585,  1586,  1589,  1591, 1593. 
Succession  [Scotland]  Bill,  2r.,  June  7, 
591. 

Universities — Number  of  Students,  June 
12,  896. 
Muscat  Incident. 

Papers  Relating  to. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke :  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8,  627. 
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Nanking. 

Rice,  Export  of,  prohibited. 
Q.  Mr.  Provand;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
13,  1065. 

Natal. 

Boers,  alleged  arming  by  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment. 

Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  13,  1061. 

National  Debt. 

Annuities,  Purchase  of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  June  16,  1340. 
Office,  Vote  for,  June  1,  158. 
Sinking  Fund,  Account  presented,  June  2, 

169. 

Trustee  Savings  Banks,  see  that  Title. 

National  Portrait  Gallery. 

Report  presented,  June  7,  639 ;  June  8,  596. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland. 

Assistant  Teachers  and  the  Pension  Fund. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19,  1494. 
Examinations. 
Q.  Mr.  Davit* ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  12,  902. 
Guardians,  Teachers  as— Case  of  Mr.  Kenny. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  304. 
Salaries,  Classification  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  6,  438. 
Ulster  and  Connaoght. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1070. 

Naturalisation. 

British  Subjects— Transvaal  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance. 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  16,  1337. 
Certificates,  obtaining  from  Secretary  of 
State. 

Q.  Mr.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  J.  Collings, 
June  15,  1185. 

Navigation  of  Mkrchant  Vessels. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
12,  895. 

Navy. 

First  Iiord—  Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 

Secretaiy — Mr.  W.  E.  Macartney. 
Boilers,  Water-tube. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
June  8,  633. 
Contracts — New  Form. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
June  19,  1480. 
Exmouth  Training  Ship,  see  that  Title. 
Motors,  Electric,  Control  of. 

Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
June  8,  632. 
Records  of  not  sufficient  value  to  justify 

their  preservation,   Schedule  presented, 

June  1,  70. 
Reserve,  Number  of  Men,  etc. 
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Navy— cont. 

Retired  Officers  and  Civil  Employment — 
Return. 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther, 
June  8,  657. 
Squadron — Visit  to  China. 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
June  9,  776. 

Netheravon  House. 

Non-occupation  of,  by  the  War  Office. 
Q.  Mr.   Ooulding;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  6,  442. 

New  Guinea,  British. 

Papers  relating  to. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Lubbock ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  6,  440. 

New  Member  Sworn. 

Pilkington,  Sir  G.,  June  1,  87. 

New  Writs. 

Edinburgh  : 

East  Division,  June  13,  1078. 

South  Division.  June  9,  762. 
Yorkshire,  W.  R.  [Osgoldcross],  June  19, 

1474. 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  Fisheries. 

Destruction  of  Fishing  Gear,  etc.,  by  Traw- 
lers, Alleged. 

•   Q.  Mr.  Fenwick;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
8.  635. 

Newblws  Post  Office— Messenger's  Salary. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
12,  904. 

Newcastle  West  Creamery,   Sewer  Com- 
plaint. 

Q.  Mr.  Austin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
June  15,  1193. 

Newfoundland  Fisheries  Report. 

Qs.  Sir  T.  G.  Carmichael,  Mr.  Bowles; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  June  16,  1338. 

Nice  and  District. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  8,  596. 

Nicol,  Mr.  D.  N.  [Argyll]. 

Lighthouse  Keepers'  Emoluments,  June  9, 
770. 

Niger. 

Annual  Report  [West  African  Frontier 
Force]  presented,  June  1,  69;  June  2, 
170. 

Norfolk  Estuary  Bill. 

c.  3r.*,  June  2,  167. 

North-Eastern  Railway  BilL 

1.  Rep.*.  June  2,  161. 

3r..  June  6,  411. 
c.  1r.*,  June  8.  625. 

2r.*,  June  19,  1476. 

North-Eastern  Railway  Signalmen — Hours 
of  Labour. 

Q.  SirF.  Flannery :  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
8,  634. 
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North-Eastern  and  Hull  and  Bamaley 
Railways  [Joint  Dock]  Bill 

1.  Rep.',  June  2.  161. 

3r..  June  6.  411. 
c.  1r.*,  June  8,  625. 

2r.*,  June  19,  1476. 

North   Pembrokeshire    and  Fishguard 
Railway  BilL 

1.  2r.*,  June  8,  595. 
Rep.*,  June  12,  877. 
3r.*,  June  15,  1166. 

North  Sea  Fishermen. 

Return  presented.  June  14,  1091. 

North  Etafxrdstire  Railway  Bill 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  19,  1454. 

North- West  London  Railway  BilL 

1.  Rep.*,  June  12,  878. 

Northern  Assurance  Company  BilL 

I.  Royal  Assent.  June  6.  409. 
Northern  Lighthouses,  Commissioners  of. 
Increase  in  Clerical  Establishment — Order 
in  Council  presented,  June  6,  413,  454. 

Norton.  Cait.  0.  W.  [Newington.  West]. 
Army  and  Navy  Officers,  Retired— Cinl 

Employment,  Return,  June  8,  657. 
Civil  Service — Pay  Deductions,  June  2. 17?. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6. 492. 
Metropolitan  PoKce,  Recruits,  etc.,  June 8. 

640. 

Post  Office— Employees'  and  Telegraphiite 
Grievances.  June  1,  104,  120. 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.,  June  14,  1142. 
1143. 

Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill,  2a. 
June  8,  614. 

Norton,  Lord. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2r.,  June  19;  1463. 

NoTTiNG  Hill. 

Kensington  and  Notting  Hill  Electric  Light- 
ing Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Nottingham  Corporation  BilL 

1.  com.*,  June  8,  593. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1317. 
Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Ntjssey,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Pontefract]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 
2r.,  June  7,  550. 

Oath  of  Allegiance. 

Transvaal  —  Naturalisation  of  British  Sub- 
jects. 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;  A.   Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  16,  1337. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkenny]. 

Blind.  State  Aid  for,  June  12,  906;  Jaw 
16,1348. 

Castletown  Berehaven  Pier,  Removal  of 

Silt,  June  12,  906. 
Dublin  Postmen '8  Grievances,  June  16, 1345. 
Ferrybank  Post  Office  and  Postmastership. 

June  16,  1344.  . 
Fish  Traffic  on  Railways—  English  and  Irish 

Railways,  June 
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O'Brien,  Mr.  V.—cont. 

Fishing  Prosecution  in  Ireland — Case  of  P. 

Comerford,  June  16.  1558. 
Kildare  Street  Library,  handing  over  to 

new  department.  June  16,  1360. 
Limerick    Sorting    Clerks,    dismissal  of, 

June  12,  905. 
Meat  Inspection  at  Liverpool — Appointment 

of  Unqualified  Inspector,  June  16.  1348. 
Otitfht-erard  Union.  Fever  Outbreak,  June 

16.  1357. 

Post  Office.  Irish — Superior  Appointments, 
June  16.  1346. 

Science.  Royal  College  of.  Dublin — Build- 
ing Control,  etc.,  June  16,  1350. 

S  •.ib-  Post  masters,  Scale  of  Payment,  June 
16.  1344. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  West]. 

Loan  Fund  Board,  Ireland — Illegalities, 
June  9,  764. 

O'Conor,  Sir  N. — Purchase  of  the  Bagot  Estate. 
0.  Mr.  Havden;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1188. 

O'Donnell,  Dominick— Inmate  of  Belmullet 
Union. 

Q.  Mr.  Crillv;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1074. 

Oldham  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  2r.\  May  31,  2. 

Oldham   Teleuraphic  Messaobs— Delay  in 
Transit. 
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Q.  Mr.  Ascroft; 
June  8,  658. 


A.  Mr.  Anstruther, 


Oman— Muscat  Incident,  Papers  relating  to. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8,  627. 

Omuursian.  Battle  of.  see  Soudan  Campaign. 

Ordnance  Factory,  Knfield — Divine  Service 
in     Government    Chapels  —  Ritualistic 
Practices. 

0».  Mr.  Clianning.  Mr.  C.  Williams; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham.  June  12,  898. 

Orphan  Homes. 

Infant  Orphan  Asylum  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Scotland — Education  of  Children. 

Qs.  Sir   C.    Cameron ;    As.  Mr.  A.  G. 

Murrav,  June  12,  896;  June  16,  1338. 
S.  June  16.  1429,  1432,  1434,  1442. 
Kilmalcolm  School  Board,  S.,  June  16, 
1437. 

Osgoldcross,  New  Writ  for,  June  19,  1474. 

Oi'gjiterari)  Union — Fever  Outbreak. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1357. 

Owens  College,  Manchester,  Bill. 

1.  2r.»,  June  8.  595. 

Rep.',  June  16,  1317. 
Report  presented,  June  8,  593. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme. 

0-  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
June  13,  1063. 
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Tonga,  see  that  Title. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Paisley  and  Barrhead  District  Railway 

c.  2r.*,  June  7.  537. 

Palmer,  Mr.  O.  W.  [Reading]. 

Reading  Public  Vaccinator — Remuneration, 
June  16,  1349. 

Paraguay  Trade  Report  presented,  June  1, 
68. 

Paris  Exhibition. 

British  Works  of  Art,  Space  allotted  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Courtney ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
15,  1186. 

Parish  Churches  [Scotland]  Bill 

Petition*,  June  2,  174 ;  June  7,  538. 

Parish  Councillors  [Tenure  of  Office]  Bill. 

1.  3r.*,  June  2,  164. 

Commons  Amendts.*,  June  9.  754. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.  *,  June  8,  663. 

Parish  Councils  Association  [Scotland] 
Bill. 

Petitions,  June  12,  891,  1090. 

"  Parliamentary  Debates." 

Delay  in  Publication — Statement  as  to  new 
Contract. 

Qs.  Sir  C.  Cameron,  Mr.  R.  G. 
Webster,  Mr.  Channing;  As.  Mr. 
Hanburv,  June  5,  303. 

Parliamentary  Deposits  Bill. 

Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson;   A.  Sir  R.  Webster. 
June  5,  306. 

Parliamentary  Elections. 

By-Elections,  see  that  Title. 
Peers'  Interference,  see  Peers. 

Parliamentary  Franchise. 

Extension  to  Women — Petition,  June  9. 
760. 

Poor  Law  Relief,   Disfranchisement,  t>ee 
that  Title. 

Pasteur  Institute,  India. 

Government  Grant,  etc.,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir  W.   Wedderburn ;    A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  8,  643. 

Patriotic  Fund. 

Lewis.  Mrs.,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Spicer;  A.  Mr.  G.  Wyndham. 
June  8,  632. 

Pauper  Children,  see  Poor  Law  Children. 

Peace  Conference. 

O.  Lord  Charles  Beresford,  June  9,  798. 
Armenians,  Distressed. 
Q.  Mr.   S.  Smith;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  12,  894. 
Dum-Duin  Bullet,  Prohibition  Resolution. 
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Pease,  Mb.  J.  A.  [Northumberland,  Tyneside]. 

Ansahs   of   Ashanti — Compensation,  etc., 

June  15,  1180. 
Slavery  in  Zanzibar,  June  9,  872. 

Peers— Sat  First. 

Beaufort,  Duke  of.  after  the  death  of 

his  father,  June  13,  993. 
Exeter.  Marquess  of,  after  the  death  of 

bis  father,  June  2,  161. 
Monson,   Lord,   after  the  death  of  his 

brother,  June  8,  593. 

Peers*  Interference  at  Elections. 

Southport  Election — Duke  of  Devonshire, 
etc. 

Q.   Mr.  J.  Lowther;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour.  June  5,  307. 
Motion  [Mr.  J.  Lowther]  June  5.  311. 
Pekin  and  Manchurian  Railway,  see  China. 

Pembroke  Dock— Delay  in  Delivery  of  Letters. 

0.  Gen.  Laurie,  June  1,  125. 
Pensions. 

Army,  Special  Pensions,  Returns  pre- 
sented, June  13,  1056.  1167. 

London.  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Rail- 
way [Pensions]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Scottish  School  Teachers. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Q.  Murray, 
June  9,  773. 

Percy,  Earl  [Kensington,  South]. 

China.  Affairs  of — British  Government 
Policy,  etc.,  June  9,  847. 

London  Government  Bill.  3r. — Qualifica- 
tion of  Women,  June  13,  1082. 

Warm*  Incident— Compensation  Claims, 
June  9,  845. 

PERNAMBUCO  AND  DISTRICT. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  15,  1168. 
Persia. 

Russian  Railway  Construction— Expiration 
of  Agreement,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8,  628. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  19,  1456. 

Persian  Gulf. 

British  Interests — Railway  Concessions  to 
German  Capitalists. 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8,  629. 

Pertu  Water,  Police,  and  Gas  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Petitions. 

Committee,  Report  presented,  May  31,  64 ; 

June  7,  592. 
For  Subjects  and  Bills  Petitioned,  see  their 

Titles. 

Petroleum— Legislation. 

Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  June 
9,  770. 

Petty  Sessions  Clerksuip  of  Moy. 
Candidature  of  Postmaster. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv. 
Juue  16,  1343. 

U 


Pikxnix  Park  Murderer,  Release. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  299. 

Piccadilly  Circus. 

Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Pickersgill,    Mr.   E.   H.   [Bethnal  Green. 

s.w.x 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6. 
462,  464,  479,  501,  510 ;  June  8,  721. 
729,  730. 

Vaccination — Distribution  of.  Literature 
of  Jenner  Society.  June  2,  191. 

Vaccination  Officers  and  the  Guardians, 
Relation*  between,  June  2,  188. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  [No. 
l]BilL 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 

con.*,  June  12,  890. 

3r.\  June  13,  1054. 
1.  1r.\  June  15,  1167. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order  [No. 
2]  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  2,  168. 
Pierpoint,  Mr.  R.  [Warrington]. 

Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid,  June  19,  1502. 
Turkish  Loan  1885.  June  13,  1065. 

Pilkinoton,  Col.  [Lancashire,  Newton]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bffl. 
com.,  May  31,  12,  22,  55. 

Pilotage. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  [Pilot- 
age] Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Pilotage  Provisional  Order  Bill. 

1.  com.*,  June  1,  66. 
Rep.*,  June  5.  290. 
3r.*,  June  6,  413. 

'•Pinner's  Point,"  ss.,  Navigation  of. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
12,  895. 

Pirik,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.). 

Khartoum  Prisoners,  release  of,  June  2, 
178. 

Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to— Treatment  of 
the  Mahdi's  Body.  etc..  June  5,  377. 

Soudanese  Troops,  Fever  among,  June  2, 
179. 

Plumbers'  Registration. 
Legislation. 
Motion  [Mr.  Khowles].  June  13,  1087. 

Police  [Ireland]. 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  see  that  Title. 
Dublin      Metropolitan     Police — Summer 
Clothing. 

Q.  Mr.  Crilly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1074. 

Police,  Metropolitan. 

Metropolitan    Police     Provisional  Order 

Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Recruits,  etc. 

Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ri-l!ev. 
June  8,  640. 
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Political  Prisoners,  Ireland. 

Release  of  Phoenix  Park  Murderer. 

Q.   Mr.  J.  Lowther;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  5,  299. 

Polling  Districts. 

Carnarvon  County — County  Council  Order 
presented.  June  1,  70,  79. 

Poor  Law  Amendment  [Scotland]  Act,  1845. 
Petition  for  alteration  of  Law,  June  15,  1175. 

Poor  Law  Children. 

Barrack  School  System,  etc.,  S.,  June  2, 

231,  239,  250,  251,  254,  258. 
Boarding-out  System,  S.,  June  2,  235,  237, 

239,  240,  250,  254. 
Block  System,  8.,  June  1,  239,  262. 
Cottage  Home  System,  S.,  June  2,  250,  253, 

259. 

Education  in  Poor  law  Schools,  S.,  June  2, 
242,  244,  254. 
Control  under  Education  Department, 
S.,  June  2,  243,  246,  249,  257. 
Q.  Mr.  Stuart;  A.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  June  1,  82. 
Emigration  to  Canada,  8.,  June  2,  237,  246, 
264. 

Orphan  Homes,  see  that  Title. 
Sutton  School  Children,  Begging  on  Derby 
Day,  S.,  June  2,  247,  256. 

Poor  Law  Guardians. 

Ireland— National     School     Teachers  as 
Guardians— Case  of  Mr.  Kenny. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  304. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Officer — Monaghan. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16.  1350. 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation  [Scot 
landl  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  2,  174;  June  7,  538; 
June  12,  891. 

Poor  Law  Relief— Disfranchisement. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law.  June  5, 
297;  June  6,  433;  June  8.  625;  June  12, 
891 ;  June  16,  1332. 

Poob  Law  Schools. 

Kducation  in,  see  Poor  I<aw  Children. 

Poor  Law  [Scotland]  Acts. 

Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  June  12. 
892. 

Poor  Rate.  Ireland. 

New  System— Landlord  and  Tenant  Agree- 
ment. 

Q.  Mr.  Tullv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  9,  768. 

Port  Talbot  Railway  and  Docks  BilL 

c  2r.*,  June  6,  431. 

Portrait  Gallery,  National. 

Report  presented,  June  7,  539 ;  June  8,  5%. 
45 
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Portsmouth  Corporation  Bill. 

1.  com.*,  June  2,  161. 


Post  Cards. 
Cost  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
16,  1343. 

Thin  Post  Cards  for  Commercial  Purposes. 
Q.  Sir  R.  Hanson;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  12,  904. 

Post  Office. 

Postmaster-General — Duke  of  Norfolk. 
American  Mail  Service — Return. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  6, 
437. 

Buildings,  Insanitary  Condition  of. 

0.  Mr.  Maddison,  June  1,  112. 
Clapham  Sorting  Office  Vacancies. 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
1,  81. 

Dorsetshire  Deliveries. 
Q.  Col.  Welbv;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
5,  302. 

East  Central  District  Staff,  Petition. 

Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
12,  904. 

Employees'  Grievances,  8.,  June  1,  99. 
Committee  of  Inquiry  proposed,  S.,  June 
1.  108,  112,  114,  115. 
Irish  Questions. 
Ballyduff. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1494. 
Ballymahon  Postal  Arrangements. 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1491. 
Bawnboy  Postman. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  13,  1068. 
Belfast  Staff. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 

June  13.  1069. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
June  19,  1490. 
Dublin    General    Post    Office.  Officials' 

Grievances.  S.,  June  2,  284. 
Enniskillen    Post    Office  —  Plans  and 
Tenders. 

Q.  Mr.  Jordan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv. 
'    June  19.  1492. 
Fintona  Sunday  Mails. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
19.  1488. 
Kerry,  North,  Letter  Deliveries. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1489. 

1,  ane»borough  Postal  Arrangements,  Com- 
plaint. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
June  19.  1493. 
Limerick  Mail  Train  Delays. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1491. 

Limerick  Sorting  Clerks,  dismissal  of. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  12,  905. 
Lough  Rynn  Letter  Deliveries,  Complaint. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 

13'  1068-     Dig  .  zed  by  GOOQ[e 
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Post  Office-woti*. 

Liirgan  New  Post  Office. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
9,  774. 

Mountjoy  Evening  Collection. 
Q.  Mr.  Doogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
9,  773. 

Newbliss  Messenger,  Salary  of, 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury. 
June  12,  904. 
Postmen  and  Postmasters, see  those  Titles. 
Superior  Appointments. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1345. 
Mail  Service,  see  that  Title. 
"  Mandat-Poste "  System,  Trial  of,  in  Eng- 
land, suggested. 
Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther,  June 
8,  659. 

Military  and  Naval  Men,  Employment  of, 

S.,  June  1,  127. 
Post  Cards,  Postmen,  etc.,  see  those  Titles. 
Salaries  of  Clerks. 

Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  6, 
437. 

Telegraphists,  see  that  Title. 
Vote  for,  June  1,  99;  June  2,  284. 

Post  Office  Packet  Service. 

Vote  for,  June  1,  130 ;  June  2.  285. 

Postage. 

Circulars,  Cost  of  Postage  in  Bandon  and 
Clone. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Barry ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
June  16,  1342. 

Postmasters. 

Dundalk  Vacancy. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1490. 
Ferrybank  Postmastership. 
Q.  Mr.   P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1344. 
Moy  Postmaster — Candidate  for  Petty  Ses- 
sions Clerkship. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury. 
June  16,  1343. 
Sub- postmasters. 
Rural  Postmen  assisting. 
Q.  Mr.  Stead  man ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  15,  1187. 
Scale  of  Payment. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1344. 

Postmen. 

Christmas  Boxes. 

O.  Mr.  Steadman,  June  1,  102. 
Irish  Questions. 

Bawnboy. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv. 
June  13,  1068. 
Dublin  Postmen's  Grievances. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1345. 
Pay.  Higher  Grade  Test. 
0.  Mr.  Giles;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  9, 
774. 

Rural  Postmen  assisting  in  Sub-postmaster's 
Office. 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  Hanbu-r, 
June  15,  1187. 
Strikes. 

O.  Mr.  Steadman,  June  1, 102. 


Postmen— rowr. 
Strikes. 

0.  Mr.  Steadman  June  1,  101. 
Superannuations. 
Clay,  A.  E.,  Retiring  Allowance.  Treasury 

Minute  presented,  June  19,  1479. 
Muspratt,  J.,  Appointment  without  Certi- 
ficate— Treasury     Minute  presented. 
June  7,  539 ;  June  8,  597. 
Wages.  Scale  of. 

0.  Sir  W.  C.  Gull,  June  1,  106. 

Powell,  Sir  F.  S.  [Wigan]. 

Half-timers— Education  of  Children  Bi'.l. 
com.,  Mav  31,  11.  12.  27;  3b.,  June  14. 
1106. 

Loans,  Municipal,  Repavment  of,  June  2. 
225. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6.  605. 
Private   Legislation   Procedure  [Scotlmd] 
Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1541. 

Presbyterian  Services,  Accommodation  for 
Troops  in. 

•    Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton. June  9,  772. 

Pbetyman,  Capt.  [Suffolk,  Woodbridge]. 

Business  of  the  House,  June  2,  187. 
Half-timers — Education    of    Children  Bill. 

com.,  May  31,  29,  39.  40.  47. 
Mountain   Artillery   Officers  —  Arnumcct 

Pay,  June  15.  1175. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill. 

1.  2b.,  June  6.  414. 
Rep.*,  June  8,  617. 

Primogeniture,  Law  ok. 

Succession  [Scotland]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Pbisons. 

Military — Inspector-General's  Report. 

Q.  Dr.  Farquharson;  A.  Mr.  Wvndhwn. 
June  8,  640. 
Officials. 
Appointments,  Age  Limit,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Graham  ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridlev. 
June  9,  769. 
Retirement  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Lough ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridlev. 
June  19,  1485. 

Private  Bills  [Group  B]. 

Jaffray,  W..  Attendance  on  Committee 
Ordered,  June  14,  1089. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland]. 

Expenses,  R.  in  Com.  [Sir  W.  Wplrond]. 
June  12,  908 ;  Amendt.  [Mr.  T.  Shaw],  909 : 
Report,  June  15,  1315. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotlandl 
Bill 

c.  com.,  June  12.  910;  June  19,  1531. 
Petitions,  June  1,  78;   June  2,  174; 

June  6,  433;  June  7,  538;  June  9. 

760,  892;  June  14,  1090;  June  16. 

1332 ;  June  19,  1478. 

Privileges  of  the  House,  Breach  of. 

Peers'  Interference  in  Southport  Election- 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, June  5,  307;  Motion  [Mr.  J. 
Lowther],  June  6,  311. 
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Promissory  Notes. 

Finance  Bill,  Araendt.  [Mr.  Caldwell],  June 
8,  732. 

Prosecution  or  Offences  Act,  1879,  and  1884. 
Return  Ordered  [Mr.  Collings],  June  2,  !71. 

Pbovand,  Mr.  A.  D.  [Glasgow,  Blackfriars]. 

China.  Affairs  of,  June  1,  82 ;  June  9.  853. 
Rice  Exports  from  Nanking,  Prohibition  of, 
June  13,  1065. 

Provisional  Orders  Bills. 

Procedure — Insertion  of  Names. 

Q.  Mr.  Lloyd-George;  A.  Mr.  Russell, 
June  2.  175. 

Public  Health.  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

c.  Select  Com.,  Nomination,  May  31,  63. 
Petitions,  May  31,  4 ;  June  1.  78 ;  June  9, 
760.  1056. 

Public  Income  and  Expknditure. 

See  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Public  Libraries,  see  Libraries. 

Public  Libraries  [Scotland]  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Petition,  June  2,  174. 

Public  Petitions,  see  Petitions. 

Public  Records,  see  Records. 

Public  Works,  Loans  for,  S.,  June  2,  219, 
223,  225,  226,  227,  231. 

Public  Works  Loan  Board. 

Report  presented,  June  9,  761,  880. 

Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners. 
Vote  for,  Juno  1,  158. 

Public  Works  and  Buildings. 
Vote  for,  June  1,  159. 

Public  Worship  Regulation  and  Church 
Discipline. 

Return  presented,  June  7,  539. 

Punmauu  War  Mkdals. 

Distribution  to  Bengal  Staff  Corps. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

June  1.81. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  6,  443. 

Quarter  Sessions. 

Town  Commissioners,  Ireland,  Chairman  of 
— Solicitor  losing   right  to  practice  at 
Quarter  Sessions. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1360. 

Queen's  Birthday. 

Southsea  Celebrations— Cancelling  Parade. 
Q.  Mr.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June 
2,  180. 
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Queen's  Ferry  Bridge  Bill. 

c.  3r.*,  June  1,  73. 
1.  commons  amendts..  June  2,  162. 
Royal  Assent,  June  6,  410. 

Queen's  Island  Riots,  see  Belfast. 

Queensland. 

Colonial  Probates  Act,  Order  in  Council 
presented,  June  6,  414,  434. 

QuiLTBR,  Sir  C.  [Suffolk,  Sudbury]. 

Beer  Materials  Committee— Substitutes  for 
Hops,  etc.,  June  15,  1183. 

Railway  Accidents. 

Desborough  Level  Crossing  Fatality.  In- 
quest—Board of  Trade  Representative. 
Q.  Mr.   Channing;    A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
June  2,  181. 
Fatal  Accidents.  Number  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
2,  178. 
Inniskeen. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
16,  1341. 

Shunting  Fatality  on  Chatham  and  Dover 
Railwav. 

Q.  Mr.   Maddison;    A.  Mr.  Ritchie. 
June  15.  1183. 

Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act. 

Board  of  Trade  Report.  June  6,  413,  434. 

Railways  : 

Applications  under  Railway  Companies' 
Powers  Act.  Report  presented,  June  14. 
1091 ;  June  15,  1168. 
Bills  relating  to.  see  their  Titles. 
Continuous  Brakes,  Return  presented,  June 

19,  1456.  1479. 
Donegal,  Railway  Communication — County 
Council  R?solution. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  19,  1498 
Fish  Traffic— English  and  Irish  Railways. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W." Bal- 
four. June  16,  1358. 
Foreign  Railways,  see  their  Titles,  such  as 

Bechuanaland*,  etc. 
Light  Railways,  see  that  Title. 
Signalmen,  North-Eastern  Railway — Hours 
of  Labour. 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannerv;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
June  8,  634. 
Workmen's  Trains,       that  Title. 

Rangoon,  Outrage  on  Burmese  Woman  by 
British  Soldiers,  see  India. 

Rasch,  Major  F.  C.  [Essex,  S.E.]. 

Aldershot — Strength  of  the  Troops  on 
Queen's  Birthday  Parade,  June  12.  899. 

Dispensers,  Unqualified,  in  Doctors'  Sur- 
geries— Accidents  resulting  from  mistakes, 
June  12,  901. 

Guernsey  Militia — Insubordination,  June 
19,  1481. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com..  May  31.  34,  41 ;  3r.,  June  14, 1114. 

Soudan  Campaign — Thanks  to  the  Forces. 
June  8,  685. 

Bating  of  Machinery  Bill. 

Petition,  June  7,  538. 
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Reading. 

Public  Vaccinator — Remuneration  Scale. 
Q.  Mr.  Palmer;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  June 
16,  1349. 

Reckitt,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Lincolnshire,  Brigg]. 

Business  of  the  House — Precedence  of 
Government  Business,  June  19,  1513, 
1526. 

Record  Office,  Vote  for,  June  1,  158. 

Records,  Pcbmc. 

Records  of  not  sufficient  value  to  justify 
their  preservation — Schedules  presented. 
Admiralty  Department,  June  1,  70. 
Court  of  Exchequer,  June  12,  761,  880. 
Treasury,  June  19,  1466,  1480. 

Recruits,  Bread  Rations. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June 
16,  1334. 

Redditch  Gas  Bill. 

1.  2r.',  June  8,  595. 

Redmond,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Waterford]. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 

1006,  1013. 
Irish  Estimates — Business  of  the  House. 

June  2,  187. 

Redmond.  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  [Clare,  E.]. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 
1038. 

Reformatories. 

Inebriate  Reformatories,  see  that  Title. 


Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill. 

1.  1r.#,  June  5,  291. 
2r,  June  8.  612. 
com.,  June  12,  888. 

Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 
Ireland. 

Destitute    Children,     Committal  of — 
Circular. 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  Q.  W. 
Balfour,  June  8,  648. 
School  Attendance  Committees'  Powers. 
Q.  Col.  M'Calmont;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  12,  901. 
Teachers'    Superannuation — Extension  to 

Masters  and  Matrons  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  June  12, 
901. 

Registrar-General  of  Births. 
Vote  for,  June  1,  159. 


Registration  of  Electors  [England]  Bill. 

c.  1r#,  June  13.  1058. 

Registration  of  Firms  Bill. 

Petition,  June  6,  433. 
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Reillt,  Rev.  E.  8.,  Estate  of,  Delay  in 
Sale. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1195. 

Rklioious  Ministration  in  Workhouses. 
S.,  June  2,  267,  273,  274,  278. 

Renshaw,  Mr.  C.  B.  [Renfrew,  W.]. 

Private   Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  932;  June  19,  1541, 

1552,  1590. 
Quarrier's  Homes,  Education  of  Children, 

Kilmalcolm  School  Board,  etc.,  June  16, 

1437. 

Secondary  Education,  Scotland,  June  16. 
1382. 

Reserve,  Naval,  Number  of  Men,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen, 
June  6,  435. 

Retired  and  Discharged  Soldiers,  see 
Soldiers. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  Return  Ordered  [Sir  H.  Fowler]. 
June  16,  1333. 

Rhodes,  Mr.,  and  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  15,  1182. 

Rhondda  Urban  District  Council  BilL 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  June  13.  993. 
3r.5,  June  19,  1464. 

Rice — Exports  from  Nanking  prohibited. 

Q.  Mr.  Provand;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
13,  1065. 

Richards,  Mr.  H.  C.  [Finsbury,  E.]. 

Private  Legislation   Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  975. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

2r,  June  7,  582. 

Ricemansworth. 

Uxbridge  and  Rickmaneworth  Railway  Bill, 
see  that  Title. 

Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W.— Secretary  of 

State  for  Home  Department  [Lancashire. 
Blackpool]. 
Bethnal  Green  New  Board  Schools— Re- 
moval of  Working  Class  Dwellings, 
June  12,  900. 
Blind  State  aid  for,  June  12,  906. 
Gars  ton,     Fatal    Accident     to  Bock 

Labourer,  June  9,  770. 
Jam  Factories,  Labour  in,  June  5,  298. 
Petroleum  Bill,  June  9,  770. 
Police.  Metropolitan,  Recruits,  etc,  June 
8,  641. 

Prison  Officials,  Appointments.  Pro- 
motions and  Retirements,  June  9,  769; 
June  19,  1485. 

School  Teache^U-^'^ra-naiiEtion,  Jane 
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Rifle  Ranges. 

Ranges  closed  to  firing  of  full-charge  ammu- 
nition, etc.,  Address  for  Return  [Mr.  F. 
Wilson],  June  19,  1480. 
Youghei,  Repairs,  etc. 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  9,  771. 

Rio  dk  Janeiro. 

British  Seamen  and  the  Liquor  Traffic. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  13, 
1066. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  8,  596. 
Riots  in  Ireland,  see  Belfast  and  Cookstown. 

RlFON,  MARQURS8  OF. 

Indenturing  in  Western  Australia— Abolition 
of  Aborigines  Protection  Board,  June  16, 
1322,  13257 

Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.— President  of  the 

Board  of  Trade  [Croydon]: 

Blackhead  Lighthouse,  June  2,  160; 
June  8,  634. 

Desborough  Level  Crossing  Fatality, 
Inquest — Board  of  Trade  Representa- 
tive, June  2,  181. 

Great  Western  Railway,  Alleged  Outrage 
on,  June  16,  1341. 

Indian  Confectionery  Trade,  June  6,  443. 

Inniskeen  Railway  Accident,  June  16, 
1341. 

Life  Assurance — Lloyd's  Policies,  June 

8,  663. 
Lighthouse  Keepers. 

Emolument*,  June  9,  770. 

Scottish — Retiring    Allowances,  etc., 
June  16,  1343. 
Maiden  Rocks  Lighthouse,  June  2,  180; 

June  13,  1066. 
Merchant  Vessels,  Navigation  of— Case  of, 

s.s.  " Pinner's  Point"  June  12,  895. 
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea—  Destruction  of 

Fishing  Gear,  etc.,  by  Trawlers,  June 

8,  635. 

Railway    Servants,    Fatalities  among, 

Number  of,  June  2,  178. 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  British  Sailors  and  the 

Liquor  Traffic,  June  13.  1067. 
Shunting  Fatality  on  CI* a  l  am  and  Dover 

Railway,  June  15,  1183. 
Signalmen  on  North-Eastern  Railway — 

Hours  of  Labour.  June  8,  634. 
Undersized  Fish  Bill,  1r,  June  8,  661,  662, 

663. 

Kobkrts,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Carnarvonshire,  Eifon]. 

Soudan  Campaign — Cruelty  to  Wounded 
Dervishes1,  Charge  against  Anglo-Egyptian 
Army,  June  8,  686. 

Transvaal. 

Oath  of  Allegiance — Naturalisation  of 
British  Subjects.  June  16,  1337. 

Rhodes'.  Mr.,  Interviews  with  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  alleged.  June  15.  1182. 

Uitlandcrs'  Petition.  June  5,  305. 

Roberts,  Mh.  J.  H.  [Denbighshire,  W.]. 

Calcutta  Municipal  Bill,  Jvne  16,  1336. 
Connaught  Rangers  at  Meerut — Shooting 

Case.  June  16,  1335. 
Local  Government  Board,  transfer  of  Powers 

to  County  Councils,  June  2,  274. 
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Roberts,  Mr.  J.  H.— cont. 

Rangoon — Outrage  on  Burmese  Woman  by 
British  Soldiers,  June  16,  1335. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2r,  June  7,  575. 

Women  Barristers  practising  in  India- 
Application  of  Miss  Sorabji,  June  8, 
64L 

Robertson,  Mb.  E.  [Dundee]. 

Naval  Works  Bill— Business  of  the  House, 

June  19,  1516. 
Navy  Contracts— New   Form,   June  19, 
1480. 

Post  Office— Employment  of  Old  Non-Com- 
missioned  Officers,  June  1,  128. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  918,  919,  920,  937, 
949,  952,  954,  978 ;  June  19,  1434,  1547, 
1550. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2r.,  June  7,  572. 

Robebtson,  Mb.  H.  [Hackne?,  S.]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con..  June  8, 712. 

Robson,  Mb.  W.  S.  [South  Shields]. 

Half-timers— Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  27,  29,  41.  50,  52,  60. 

Rollit,  Sib  A.  K.  [Islington,  S.]. 

Half-timers— Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  21.  29. 
Loans,  Municipal,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 
219,  228. 

Rohan  Catholic  University,Irbland. 

Petitions,  June  2,  174;  June  5,  297;  June 
9,  760. 

Roscommon  Agricultural  Grant. 

Qs.  Mr.  Tully;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  305;  June  8,  652;  June  13, 
1077;  Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1352. 

Rossmobe  Estate — Finegan  Eviction  Case. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour; 
June  15,  1190 ;  June  19,  1497. 

Round,  Mr.  J.  [Essex,  Harwich]. 

Imbecile  [Training  Institutions]  Bill,  2b., 
June  2,  288. 

Royal  Academy. 

Reforms — Recommendations  of  Select  Com- 
mittee and  Royal  Commission. 
Os.  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  Marquess 
of  Salisbury,  June  19,  1466. 

Royal  Arsenal,  see  Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  see  Constabulary, 
Royal  Irish. 
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Rum.  Local  Colonial  Duties  on,  West  Indie 
Return. 

Q.  Mr.  Laurence ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  6,  441. 

Rural  Rating. 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  [Rates]  Bil'.  see  that 
Title. 
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Rushden  and  High  am  Ferrers  District  Gas  St.  Michael's  Chttsch,  Southampton. 
BilL  Ritualistic  Practices  At. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  [Cheltenham]. 

Aberdeen    Cemetery   Scandal,   June  19, 


1486. 

Hyde  Park— Lighting,  etc.,  June  19,  1488. 
Metropolitan   Volunteer  Review — Accom- 
modation for  Members,  June  19,  1481. 

ROSSSLL,  Mb.  T.  \V.— Parliamentary  Secretary 

to  Local  Government  Board  [Tyrone,  S.] 
Commercial  Education,  June  1,  80. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 

1036. 

Dundee  Gas,  Street  Improvements,  and 
Tramways  Bill,  2b.,  June  6,  295. 

Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill,  con., 
June  13,  1003. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 
2b.,  June  7,  546. 

Local  Government  Board,  transfer  of 
Powers  to  County  Councils.  June  2,  276. 

Lunacy  Bill,  2b.,  June  12,  990. 

Poor  Law  Children — Expenditure  on 
Orphan  Schools,  June  2,  248. 

Poor  Law  Schools— Education  Department, 
Control,  June  1,  83. 

Provisional  Order  Bills,  Procedure — In- 
sertion of  Names,  June  2,  175. 

Russell  of  Kill o wen,  Lobd. 

Judges,  Additional,  appointment  of,  June 
8,  617. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill,  2b.,  June 
6,  414,  427,  428. 

RTTS8IA. 

Anglo-Russian  Agreement,  see  China. 
Armenia,  Kurdish  Atrocities — Russian  and 
French  Protest. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  16,  1337. 
China,  Questions  relating  to,  see  China. 
Commercial  Travellers,  British,  Tax  on. 
Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  8, 
629. 

Railway  Construction  in  Persia — Expira- 
tion of  Agreement,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8.  628. 
Trade,   British  Interests— United  States, 
France,  and  German  activity. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  12,  893. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Rtdkb,  Mb.  J.  H.  D.  [Gravesend]. 

Customs  Officers'  Grievances,  June  1,  147. 

Saigon,  Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

St.  Albans  Gas  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  June  1,  74. 

3b.#,  June  5,  293. 
1.  Commons  Amendta*,  June  8,  593. 

St.  Andrews  Burgh  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6.  409. 

St.  Davids  Water  and  Gas  Bill. 
1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
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Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  12,  907. 


St.  Neots  Water  BilL 

c.  2b.,  June  13,  1053 ;  June  19,  1476. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BilL 

Petition,  June  9,  760. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
BilL 

Petitions,  May  31,  4 ;  June  1,  78 ;  June  2, 
174 ;  June  b,  297 ;  June  7,  638 ;  June  12, 
892;  June  13,  1056;  June  14,  1090; 
June  16,  1332;  June  19.  1478. 

Sale  or  Intoxicating  Liquobs  to  Children. 
Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  June  12, 


Salford  Corporation  BilL 

c.  2b.*,  June  6,  431. 
Salisbuby,    Marquess  or— Prime  Minister 

and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
London  Government  Bill,  June  16,  1327. 
Royal  Academy  Reform*,  June  19,  1472. 
Soudan  Campaign — Grant      to  Lord 

Kitchener,  and  Vote  of  Thanks  to  the 

Forces,  June  5,  291;  June  8,  600,  601, 

602. 

Salisbury  Plain. 

Lands,  Purchase  by  War  Office— Debate  on 

Finance  BUI,  June  6,  453,  457. 
Rentals  of  Property — Return. 

Qs.  Mr.  Bay ley,  Mr.  Bowles;  As.  Mr. 
Powell  Williams,  June  6,  442;  June 
13,  1059. 

Salmon  Fisheries. 

Irish— Illegal  Practices. 

Q.  Mr.  Seton-Karr ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  9,  765. 
Scotland,  Report  presented,  June  1,  69. 

Salonioa,  Trade  Report  presented,  June  L,  68. 

Samuel,  Mb.  H.  S.  [Tower  Hamleta,  Lime- 
house]. 

Customs  Boatmen's  Grievances,  June  1, 
149. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  710. 

Samuel,  Mb.  J.  [Stockton]. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  con.,  June  19,  1588. 

Sanction  Island. 

Castlerea    and  Ballaghadereen— Sanitary 
Charges. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1367. 

Sassoon.  Sib  E.  [Hytbe]. 

China,  Affairs  of. 

Yang-tsse  Valley  Territory,  etc.,  June  9, 

824-  DiafeedbyCjQOQk: 
French  Claims — Mining     Rights  in 
Szeohuen,  June  2,  183. 
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Sacnderson,  Col.,  Rt.  Hon.  E.  J.  [Armagh, 
N.J. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 
1034,  1036,  1039. 

Soudan  Expedition— Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, Mabdi's  Body,  ©to.,  June  6, 
394. 

Savings  Banks. 

Inquiry — Committee. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Sir  It.  H.  Beach, 
June  8,  644. 
Trustee  Savings  Banks,  see  that  Title. 

Schools,  see  Education. 

Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Manchester,  N.]. 

Armenia,  Kurdish  Atrocities — Russian  and 

French  Protest,  June  16,  1337. 
Assam  Tea  Plantations — Report,  June  12, 

897. 

Belfast  Post  Office  8taff  Pay,  June  13, 1069. 
Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordinances,  June  13, 
1059. 

Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill,  con., 

June  15, 1170. 
Great  Western  Railway,  alleged  outrage 

on,  June  16,  1341. 
Half- timers— Education  of  Children  Bill, 

3r.,  June  14, 1117. 

Science,  Royal  College  or,  Dublin. 
Building,  Control,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1350. 

Science  and  Art. 

Scotland,  Vote  for,  June  16;  1362. 

Scoble,  Sib  A.  R.  [Hackney,  Central]. 

Mineral  Rights  in  Hyderabad  State — Pros- 
pectuses, June  8,  643. 

Scotland. 

Secretary  for  Scotland — Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh. 

Lord  Advocate — Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 
Solicitor-General — Mr.  C.  Scott  Dickson. 
Aberdeen  Cemetery  Scandal. 

Q.  Gen.  Rossell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  19  1486. 
Agricultural  Instruction,  S.,  June  16,  1418, 

1423. 

Bills  Relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 
Domestic  Instruction  for  Girls,  S.,  June  16, 
1407. 

Edinburgh,  New  Writs. 
East  Division,  June  13,  1078. 
South  Division,  June  9,  762. 

Education,  for  collective  heading,  see  Edu- 
cation—Scotch Questions. 

Pee  Grant,  Return  presented,  May  31,  6. 

Fisheries. 

Herrings— Markets  on  the  Continent  and 
in  United  States,  Reports  presented, 
June  15,  1167,  1175. 
Report  presented,  May  31,  6 ;  June  1,  69. 
Salmon,  Report  presented,  June  1,  69. 
Glasgow,  see  that  Title. 
Lighthouse  Keepers'  Retiring  Allowance, 
etc. 

Q.  Dr.  Clark ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  16, 
1342. 

Orphan  Homes,  see  that  Title. 
Primogeniture,  Law  of— Abolition,  see  Suc- 
cession [Scotland]  Bill. 


Scotland— cont. 

Science  and  Art,  Vote  for,  June  16,  1362. 
Secondary   and  Technical  Education,  see 

those  Titles. 
Teachers,  see  that  Title. 
Universities,  Number  of  Students. 

Q.  Mr.  Crombie;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  12,  896. 

Scott,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Lancashire,  Leigh]. 

Soudan,  Military  Operations,  Prospective, 

June  8,  631. 
Soudan  Campaign. 
Kitchener,   Lord,  Grant  to — Treatment 
of  the  Mahdi's  Body,  etc.,  June  5, 
350,  384. 

Omdurman,  Battle  of— British  Officers 
with  Native  Troops,  June  8,  631. 
Transvaal. 

Uitianders'  Grievances,  June  13,  1062. 
Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  8,  637. 

War,  Declaration  of,  previous  to  Jame- 
son Raid,  June  19,  1485. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill 

I.  In.',  June  2, 164. 
2r.*,  June  8,  610. 

Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  [Scotland]  Act 
[1896]  Amendment  Bill 

Petitions,  June  9,  760,  892. 

Seamen,  Merchant  Service. 

Accommodation  on  P.  and  O.  Ships,  etc., 

S.,  June  2,  282,  286. 
Crimping  in  United  States — Blood  Money. 

Q.  Col.  Denny;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
12,  894. 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  see  that  Title. 
Rio  de  Janeiro — Liquor  Traffic. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  13, 
1066. 

Wages,  S.,  June  2,  285. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  [England  and 
Ireland]  Bill. 

c.  2R.*,  May  31,  63. 
com.,  74. 

con.*,  June  9,  876. 

Rep.',  June  9,  876. 
c  3r.»,  June  9,  876. 
1.  1r.*,  June  12,  889. 

Petition,  June  5,  297. 

Secondary  Education. 

Board  of  Education  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Scotland. 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther, 

June  13,  1069. 
8.,  June  16,  1369,  1377,  1397,  1402, 

1407. 

Minute  of  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  presented,  June  19,  1456, 
1479. 

Minute  of  April  27.  1899,  S.,  June  16, 
1370, 1383,  1388.  1438,  1443. 

Sfxrbt  Commissions. 

Prevention   of  Corruption  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 
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Selborne,  Earl  of— Parliamentary  Secretary 

to  the  Colonial  Office. 

Indenturing  in  Western  Australia,  Aboli- 
tion of  Aborigines'  Protection  Board,  June 
16, 1321,  1325. 

Maltese  Nobility— Mr.  G.  A.  Testaferrata  s 
Claim,  June  15,  1169. 

Transvaal,  Ultlandere'  Grievances— Bloem- 
fontein  Conference,  June  8,  597. 

Servants. 

Domestic  Servants,  Wages  of— Board  of 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  9,  763,  761. 

Servia— Turco-8ervian  Frontier,  fighting  on. 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
19,  1483. 

Service  Franchise  Bill. 

c.  com.,  June  7,  639. 
con.,  June  14,  1135. 

Seton-Karr,  Mr.  [St.  Helen's]. 

Half-timers— Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  54,  56 ;  3r.,  June  14, 1092. 
Irish  Salmon  Fisheries— Illegal  Practices, 

June  9,  765. 

Sewaok  Farm  at  Aldershot,  see  Aldershot. 
Sewers. 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains  Bill,  see 
that  Title. 

Shaw,  Mr.  T.  [Hawick  Burghs]. 

Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1374,  1438. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Expenses,  June  12,  909. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  943,  960;  June  19, 
1650,  1553,  1569,  1577,  1589,  1590,  1594. 

Succession  [Scotland]  Bill,  2r.,  June  7,  689. 

Sheffield  Corporation  Markets  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  June  8,  624. 

3r.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  Ir.*,  June  13,  994. 

Sheffield  Corporation  [Derwent  Valley] 
Water  Bill. 

See  Derwent  Valley  Water  Bill. 

Sheppet,    I8lb  of— Light  Railways,  Order 
presented,  May  31,  5;  June  1,  69. 

Shipping,  see  Merchant  Shipping. 

Shirebrook  and  District  Gas  Bill. 

L  2r.*,  June  5,  290. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1317. 

Snop  Assistants. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  [England  and  Ire- 
land] Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Shop  Honrs  Act  [1892]  Amendment  Bill. 

c.  1r.*,  June  16,  1333. 

Shops  [Early  Closing]  Bill. 

Petition,  June  14,  1090. 
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Shotley  Bridge  and  Consett  District  Gas 
Bill. 

1.  Rep.*,  June  9,  750. 
3r  *,  June  15, 1166. 
Shunting  Fatality  ox  Chatham  and  Dover 
Railway. 

Q.  Mr.  Maddison ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
15,  1183. 

Sidmouth,  Vis. 

Maltese  Nobility-Mr.  G.  A.  Te*taferraia'« 
Claim,  June  16,  1169. 

Sierra  Leone. 

Rising,  Sir  D.  CTialmere'a  Report, 
y.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  2,  176. 

Signalmen — Hours  of  Labour. 

Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
June  8,  634. 


Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar]. 

Africa,  West,  Liquor  Traffic— Brussels  Con- 
ference, June  13,  1063. 

Business  of  the  House,  Precedence  of 
Government  Business,  June  19,  1518. 

Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1412,  1452 

Indian  Sugar  Trade,  June  2,  185 ;  June  8, 
644. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  910,  912,  955;  June 
19, 1562. 

Scotch  Estimates — Business  of  the  Hoar, 
June  2,  185. 

Sinking  Fund,  Account  presented,  June  2. 168. 

Sirdar,  see  Kitchener,  Lord. 

Skipton  Urban  District  Gas  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  758. 
con.*,  June  14,  1089. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1475. 

Slavery  in  Zanzibar,  S.,  June  9,  872. 

Sligo,  Land  Valuation. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M*Hugh;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  12,  903. 

Shall  Arms  Factory,  Enfield. 

Divine  Service  in  Government  Chapels — 
Ritualistic  Practices. 

Qs.  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  C.  Williams; 
As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June  12,  898. 

Small  Houses  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petition,  June  14,  1090. 

Small  Tenants  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  2,  174 ;  June  9,  760. 

Smethwick  Charter  of  Incorporation,  pre- 
sented, June  14,  1091 ;  June  15,  1168. 

Smith,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Lanark,  Partick]. 
Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1406. 
Finance  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  731. 
National  Debt,  Annuities,  June  16,  1340. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  924,  937.  966,  957. 

980;  June  19,  1536,  1539,  1549,  1572. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Expenses,  June  12,  910. 
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Pmith,  Mb.  S.  [Flintshire]. 

Armenians,  Distressed— Peace  Conference, 
June  12,  894. 

Half-timers— Education  Children  Bill,  3r, 
June  14,  1115. 

Madras  Liquor  Trade — Opening  of  Liquor 
Shops.  June  12,  897. 

Paupn-  Children,  Treatment  of — Administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  Law,  etc.,  June  2,  231. 

St.  Michael's,  Southampton,  Ritualistic 
Practices  at,  June  12,  907. 

8kjth,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  [Strand.  Westminster]. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  706. 

Soldiers. 

Aldershot  Bathing  Fatality. 
Q.  Mr.  Jeff  revs ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June 
8.640. 
Deniston,  J.,  Case  of. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;    A.  Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams.  June  19,  1482. 
Retired  and  Discharged  Soldiers. 
Civil  Employment,  Return  Ordered  [Col. 

Loner],  June  16.  1332.. 
Lynch's,  E..  Pension. 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden;   A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  16,  1334. 
Post  office  Employment,  S.,  June  1,  127, 
128. 

Solicitors  Bill 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Sorabjt,   Miss. — Application   to   practise  at 
A'.lahabad  High  Court. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  8,  641. 

Soudan. 

Fever  among  Troops. 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  2, 
179. 

Garstin's,  Sir  W.  Report. 
Q.  Mr.  Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  19, 
1484. 

Military  Operations,  Prospective. 
Q.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8,  631. 

touDAN  Campaign. 

Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to,  June  5.  327; 
June  8,  747 — Notice  of  Motion  [M:irqucss 
of  Salisbury].  June  5,  291 ;  Mi>tion,  June 
8,  599  ;  Motion  [Mr.  A.  .1.  Balfour],  June 
8,663. 

House    of    Lords,    Initiating  Money 
Grants — question      of  Privilege, 
Motion  [Mr.  MaeNcill],  June  5,  319. 
Method  of  Procedure. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
June  2,  186;  Personal  Explanation, 
Mr.  Dillon.  June  5.  309. 
Queen's  Message,  June  2,  166,  171. 
Mahdi's  Body.  Treatment  of. 
Debut ••  on  Lord  Kitchener's  Grant.  June 
5,  327. 

Os.  Earl  of  Kimberley.  June  8.  599. 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,  600. 
Omdurman.  Battle  of. 
British  Officers  with  Native  Troops,  Pro- 
portion of. 

Q.  Mr.  O  P.  Scott ;  A.  Mr.  Brod-  I 
rick,  June  8.  631.  j 
Prisoners  released.  Number  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Pirie ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  2. 
178. 
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Soudan  Campaign — ront. 

Thanks  of  the  House  to  Lord  Kitchener  and 
the  Forces ;  Notice  of  Motion  [Marq  uess 
of  Salisbury],  June  5.  291 ;  Motion,  June 
8,  599 ;  Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour],  June 
8,  663. 

Deceased  Officers  and  Men — Acknow- 
ledgment of  Services  and  Condolence 
to  Relatives,   Motion  [Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour].  June  8.  697. 
Medical  Officers,  Omission  of. 

Os-  Dr.  Farquharson,  June  8,  667, 
673 ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  678. 
Noncommissioned  Officers,  etc.,  of 
Army,  Navy,  and  Royal  Marines — 
Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour],  June  8, 
697. 

Officers  of  the  Navy,  Army,  and  Royal 
Marines,  Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour], 
June  8.  672. 
Wounded   Dervishes,   Cruelty  to — Charge 
against   Anglo-Egyptian  Army.  Debate 
on.  Thanks  to  the  Forces,  June  8,  674. 

South-Eastern  Railway  Bill. 

1.  2r.*.  June  1.  65. 
com.*,  June  15. 1165. 
Rep.*,  June  19,  1454. 

South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  a 
Dover  Railway  Companies  Bill. 

1.  2b.*,  June  1.  65. 

South-Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railway  Companies  [New  Lines] 
Bill. 

c.  3b.*,  June  2,  167. 
1r.*,  June  6.  290. 
2b. »,  June  13,  994. 

South  Hants  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  May  31,  2. 
Sorrn  Kensington  Museum. 

Art"  Branch — Appointment  of  Assistant. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  .  une 
16.  1347. 

South  Staffordshire  Stipendiary  Justice 
Bill. 

c.  3r.\  May  31.  1. 
1.  1r.\  June  1.  66. 
2r.*.  June  8,  595. 
Rep.*,  June  16.  1317. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill. 

1.  Rep.,  from  Select  com.,  June  15,  1165. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1454. 

South  amiton. 

St.  Michael's  Church,  Ritualistic  Practices 
at. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  12,  907. 

Southport  By-Election. 

New  Member  Sworn,  June  1,  87. 
Peers'  Interference — Breach  of  Privilege. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four. Juno  5,  307;   Motion  [Mr.  J. 
Lowther],  June  5,  311. 

Southport  Tramways  Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  Committee^  <g^3^I< 
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Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  19,  1454. 

Sotjthsea — Queen    Victoria's    Birthday  Cele- 
brations— Cancelling  Parade. 
Q.   Mr.  Bowles;   A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  2,  180. 

Sopttab,  Mb.  R.  [Dumfriesshire]. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill.,  com.,  June  12,  943,  968,  980;  June 
19,  1542. 

Spain— Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Speaker.— Rt.  Hon.  W.  C.  Gully  [Carlisle]. 
Adjournment  of  Debate,  Motion  for — Mo- 
tion could  not  be  accepted  after  Bill  had 
been  fully  discussed,  and  when  there  was 
a  prospect  of  an  earlv  division,  June  7, 
583. 

House  of  Lords  and  Money  Grants — Grant 
to  Lord  Kitchener — Question  of  Privi- 
lege, June  5,  321. 

Irrelevant  Observations. 

Liquor  Licensing  Commission — Intoxi- 
cating Liquors  [8unday  Closing]  Bill, 
June  7,  548. 

Motion  to  re-commit  a  Bill  on  a  particular 
Clause — Discussion  on  the  whole  ques- 
tion would  not  be  in  order,  June  13, 
1079. 

References  to  Statement  made  in  another 

Debate.  June  8,  702. 
Resolutions  [Soudan  Expedition],  Question 

relevant  to  Particular  Resolution  must  be 

raised  upon  that  Resolution.  June  8,  668. 
Rovai   Commissions  not  reported  to  the 

House — Member  of  Commission  stating 

views,  June  7,  557. 

Spicer,  Mb.  A.  [Monmouth  Boroughs]. 

Patriotic  Fund— Case  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  June  8, 
632. 

Post  Office,  Employees'  Grievances — Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  proposed,  June  1,  108. 

Spmrr  Duties. 
Africa,  West. 
Q.   Mr.  W.   P.   Lawrence;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  15,  1181. 
Bottled    Spirits — Finance   Bill,  .Amendt. 
[Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach],  June  6,  458. 

Squadron — Visit,  to  China. 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
June  9,  776. 

Staffordshire. 

Bills  relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 

Stamp  Duty. 

Advertisement  Orders  exemption. 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  8ir  M.  Hicks-Beach, 
Juno  2,  183. 
Friends'  Provident  Institution  Bill. 

R  [Dr.  Farquharson],  June  2, 169 ;  June 
5,  293. 

Stanhope,  Hon.  P.  J.  [Burnley.]. 

Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  8,  636. 

Stanley,  Hon.  A.  [Lancashire,  Ormskirk]. 
Soudan  Expedition — Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
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chener— Treatment  of  the  Mahdi's  Body, 
etc.,  June  6,  371. 

Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord. 

Death  Duties— Indefinite  Liability  for 
Estate  Duty— Endorsement  on  Registered 
Titles,  June  13,  1000. 

Indenturing  in  Western  Australia — Aboli- 
tion of  Aborigines  Protection  Board,  June 
16,  132. 

Royal  Academy  Reforms — Recommenda- 
tions of  Select  Committee  and  R-»val  Com 
mission,  June  19,  1466,  1473. 

Steadman,    Mr.   W.    C.    [Towar  Hamktu, 
Stepney]. 

Clapham   8orting   Office  Vacancies,  June 

1,81. 
Customs. 

Officials,  Hours  of  Labour,  etc.,  June  6, 
436. 

Watchers'  Pav,  June  1,  148. 
Hale,  Sarah,  Case  of,  June  16,  1339. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 480; 

June  8.  710.  711.  714. 
Post  Office,  Employees'  Grievances.  June 

1,  99. 

Postmen's  Strikes,  June  1,  102. 
Sub-Postmasters,  Rural  Postmen  assisting. 

June  15,  1187. 
Telegraphists'  Grievances,  June  1.  100. 
Woolwich  Arsenal — Dismissal  of  Men,  etc., 

June  15,  1176. 

Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye]. 

Armenia — Archbishops  and  Bishops,  deten- 
tion of,  June  1,  80 ;  June  15,  1179. 
.  Board  of  Education  Bill  [Secondarv  Educa- 
tion]. June  19,  1500. 
Local  Government  Board  Inquiries,  June  2. 
279. 

Turco-Servian  Frontier,  Fighting  on,  June 
19,  1483. 

Stewart,  Sib  M.  J.  [Kirkcudbright]. 
Education.  Scotland,  June  16,  1400. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  963. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  June  7,  537. 

3b.*.  June  12,  890. 
Lb.*,  June  13,  994. 

Stockton  and  Middlesbrough  Water  Bill. 

c.  2b.*,  May  31,  3. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  758. 
3b.*,  June  13.  1002. 

Street  Obstbuction  in  the  Metropolis. 
Marylebone  Police  Prosecution. 

Q.  Gen.  Laurie ;  A.  Mr.  Coiling*,  June 
15,  1184. 

Stretford  Gas  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  431. 

Stretford  Urban  District  Council  [Tram- 
ways] Bill. 

1.  3r.*,  June  2,  162. 
c.  1r.*,  June  6,  326. 
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Stuart,  Mb.  J.  [8horeditch,  Hoxton]. 

Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill,  oon., 

June  13, 1004. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  487, 

490,  496,  600,  605,  611,  518,  519 ;  June  8, 

707,  712,  716,  717,  720,  723. 
London  Water  [Purchase]  Bill,  2*.  June  1, 

74,  75. 

Poor  Law  Schools.  Education  Department 
Control,  June  1,  82. 

Sub- Postmasters,  see  Postmaster*. 

Succession  [Scotland]  Bill. 

c.  2b.*,  June  7,  689. 
Petitions,  June  2,  175 ;  June  6,  297. 

Suoab— Bounties,  Etc. 
Abolition  of,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir  H.  VincentJ  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  9,  763. 
Countervailing  Duties,  Petition,  June  2, 
173. 

Indian  Exports  and  Imports. 

Qs.    Capt.    Sinclair;    As.    Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  2,  186,  June  8,  644. 
Confectionery  Trade— Return. 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  6, 
443. 

Indian  Tariff  Act,  1899,  Motion  to  disallow 
[Sir  H.  H.  Fowler],  June  15,  1199. 

Mauritius  Industry. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  H.  Holland;    A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain.  June  13,  1063. 

Return  presented.  June  2,  170.  , 

Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  D.  [Donegal,  W.]. 

Donegal  Railway  Communication — County 
Council  Resolution,  June  19,  1498. 

Sullivan— M'Hale  v.— Debate  [1.],  June  12, 
880. 

Sunday  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

see  that  Title. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  BUI, 
see  that  Title. 

Sunderland  Corporation  Bill. 

1.  3b.*,  June  1,  66. 
c.  1r.*,  June  2,  169. 
2r.*,  June  12,  890. 

Superannuation. 

Brading,  C,  appointment  in  Royal  Labora- 
tory without  cert  ideate  — Treasury  Minute 
presented,  June  2,  164  170. 

Clay,  A.  E.,  Retiring  Allowance— Treasury 
Minute  presented,  June  19,  1479. 

Local  Authorities  Servants'  Superannuation 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Mills,  J.,  appointment  in  Royal  Gun  Fac- 
tory without  certificate— Treasury 
Minute  presented.  June  2,  163,  170. 

Muspratt,  J.,  appointment  as  Postman 
without  certificate.  Treasury  Minute  pre- 
sented, June  7,  539 ;  June  8,  597. 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Superannuation  [Scot- 
land] Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Teachers,  see  that  Title. 

fJUPXBANNUATIONS  AND  RETIRED  ALLOWANCES. 

Vote  for,  June  1,  157  ;  June  2,  287, 
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Supply— Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates. 
Charitable  and  other  Allowances— £785. 
com.*,  June  1,  157;  Rep.*,  June  2, 
288. 

Customs  Department,  £496,600. 
com..  June  1.  132;   Rep.*,  June  2, 
287. 

Education  and  Science  and  Art,  Scotland. 

—£701,  861,  com.,  June  16,  1362. 
Foreign  Office— £49,482,  com.,  June  9, 

777. 

Inland  Revenue  Department.  £1.316,232. 

Rep.*.  June  1,  157. 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to,  £30,000. 

com.,  June  5,  327;  Rep.*,  June  8.  747 
Local  Government  Board— £132.732. 

com.,  June  2.  187. 
Lunacy  Commissioners  Offices — £9,446. 

Rep.*.  June  1.  158. 
Merchant  Setmen's  Fund,  Pensione- 

£2,130,  com.*,   June  1,  167;  Rep.*. 

June  2,  287. 

Mint.  Salaries  and  Expenses.  £67. 
Rep.*,  June  1.  158. 

National  Debt  Office— £9,274. 
.    Rep*.  June  1.  168. 
Post  Office— £5,522,885. 

com.,  June  1.  99;  June  2.  284. 
Post  Office  Packet  Service— £570,915. 

com.*.  June  1.  130 ;  Rep..  June  2.  285. 
Public  Works  and  Buildings— £36,393. 

Rep.*.  June  1.  169. 
Public  Works'  Loan  Commissioners'  Es- 

tablishmentr-£13.,  Rep.*,  June  1,168. 
Record  Office— £14,300,  Rep.*,  June  1, 

168. 

Registrar    General    of    Births,  etc.— 

£26.884.  R*p.*,  June  1.  159. 
Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances 

—£287.628.    com.*,    June    1.  157; 

Rep.*.  June  2,  287. 
Telegraph  Service— £2.338.390. 

com.,  June  1,  130;  Rep.*,  June  2, 287. 

Supreme  Court  [Appeals]  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent*,  June  6.  409. 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Amendment 
Act,  1875.  ,     .  „ 

South-Eastern  Circuit.  Order  in  Council 
presented,  June  6,  414.  434. 
Supbkme  Court  of   Juowaturk  [Irkland] 
Act,  1877. 
Orders  in  Council  presented.  June  1.  79  ; 
June  2,  164. 

Surrey  Commercial  Docks  Bill 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Sutton  Barrack  Schools. 

Children  begging  on  Derby  Day. 
O.  Mr.  TreveJyan.  June  2,  247;  O.  Mr. 
Chaplin,  June  2,  266. 
Swansea. 

Education  Department— Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  [Swansea!  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Switzerland,  Trade  Report  presented,  June  4, 
68. 
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Syria,  Sooth  Coast,  Trade  Report  presented, 
June  8,  5%. 

Szkchukn,  Mining  Rigiits  in— French  Claims. 

Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon ;  A.  Mr.  Broderick.  June 
2.  183. 

Ta-lien-wan  as  an  Open  Pobt. 

Russian  Cargoes,  British  Vessels  carrying. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  2,  175. 

Taoanbog,  Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Talbot,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  G.  [Oxford  University]. 

Aldershot  Sewage  Farm — Inspector's  Re- 
port, June  2,  177. 

Bethnal  Green,  Election  of  Schools  by 
London  School  Board.  June  12,  900. 

Working  Class  Dwellings.  Removal  of. 
June  12.  900. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8, 
703.  706. 

Workhouses,  Religious  Ministration  in, 
June  2,  273. 

Tabiff  Act,  India.  1899— Motion  [Sir  H.  H. 
Fowler],  June  15,  1199. 

"Tattbanga,"  H.M.S.,  Visit  to  Tonoa. 

Qs.  Mr.  Hogan;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8.  630 ;  June  13,  1064. 

Taxation. 

Consuls,  Foreign,  Exemption  from. 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 

8.  627. 

Local  Taxation,  see  that  Title. 

Tea. 

Adulteration — Inquirv,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  June  8,  645. 
Q.  Mr.  Carew;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry.  June 

9,  775. 

Assam  Plantations — Report. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann :  A.  Lord  George  Hamil- 
ton. June  12,  897. 

Tkachkbs. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland,  see  that 

Title. 
Scotland. 

Dismissal  of  Teiehers  bv  School  Boards 

—Right  of  Appeal,  S.*,  June  16,  1401. 

1421. 
Superinnuation. 

Q.   Mr.  Buchanan:  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray.  June  9,  773. 

S.,  June  16,  1436. 

Technical  Education. 

Local  Authorities,  England.  Ireland,  and 
Wales.  Return  Ordered  [Sir  J.  Gorst], 
June  9.  761. 

Scotland. 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  Mr.  Anstruther.  June 
13.  1069. 

Minute  of  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 
cation, presented.  June  19.  1456  1479. 
S..  June  16,  1403,  1407. 

Teinds  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  2,  175 ;  June  14.  1090. 
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Tblkgbai'hists. 

Central  Telegraph  Staff— Petitions. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Jane 
15.  1187. 
Dublin — Houts  of  Labour. 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury.  June 
9.  775. 

Grievances,  8.,  June  1,  100,  104. 

Telegbaphs. 

Oldham — Delay  in  Transit  of  Messages. 
Q.  Mr.  Ascroft ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther,  June 
8.  658. 

Vote  for,  June  1,  130;  June  2,  287. 

Telegraphs  [Telephonic  Communication, 
etc.],  Bill. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 

June  19  1501. 
Petitions,  May  31,  4 ;  June  6,  433  ;  Juoi  7, 

538. 

Telephone  Sebvice. 

Private  Wires,  etc.,  S..  June  1,  130. 
Telegraphs  [Telephone  Communication,  etc.] 
Bill.  se«  that  Title. 

Tennant,  Mb.  H.  J.  [Berwickshire]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  18. 

Tenterden  Railway  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Testafebbata,  Mb.  G.  A.— Maltese  Nobility 
claim. 

Q.  Vis.  Sidmouth ;  A.  Earl  of  8elborne, 
June  15,  1169. 

Thomas,  Mb.  A.  [Carmarthen,  E.]. 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.,  June  14.  1154. 

Thomas.  Mb.  D.  A.  [Merthyr  Tydvil]. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiff]  Bill — Standing 
Order  complied  with,  June  8,  619,  623. 

Thobbcbn,  Mb.  W.  [Peebles  and  Selkirk]. 

Private   Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  953. 

Tib  ah  Campaign,  1897-8. 

Medals,  etc.,  Distribution  to  Bengal  Staff 
Corps. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;  A.  Mr.  Wyud- 

ham,  June  1.  81. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;   A.   Lord  G. 

Hamilton,  June  6,  443. 

Tithe    Rent  -  Chabge— Ireland— Redemption, 
etc. 

y.  Mr.  W.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  U.  W.  Balfour, 

June  1,  84. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Bairy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

June  16,  1354. 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  [Bates]  Bill. 

Statement  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour],  June  19, 
1504. 


Tithe-owning 
Walks. 


Clebgt   of    England  and 
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Tomlinson,  Mb.  W.  E.  M.  [Preston]. 

Ambulance  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 

June  8,  667.  - 
Half-timers— Education  of  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  10,  18,  24,  26,  28,  29,  41, 

51,  3r,  June  14,  1110. 
Parliamentary  Deposits  Bill,  June  5,  306. 
Seat*  for  Shop  Assistant*  [England  and 

Ireland]  Bill,  com.,  June 8,  748. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

2b,  June  7,  684. 

Tonga. 

"Tauranga,"  H.M.8.,  Visit  of,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Hogan;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8,  630;  June  13,  1064. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Totland  Water  Bill. 

c.  2b.*,  June  13,  1054. 

Town  Commissioners,  Ireland. 

Chairman — Solicitor  losing  right  to  prac- 
tice at  Quarter  Session. 

Q.  Mr.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1360. 

Town  Council  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  2,  175 ;  June  5,  297 ;  June 
7,  538;  June  9,  760,  892,  1091;  June 
19,  1479. 

Trade,  Board  of. 

President— Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  Ritchie. 
Parliamentary  Secretary— Earl  of  Dudley. 

Trade  Reports  Presentkd. 

Annual  Series,  May  31,  5,  6 ;  June  1,  68 ; 
June  2,  163.  171;  June  8,  696,  626;  June 
15,  1168.  1175;  June  19,  1466,  1479. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  June  15,  1168,  1175. 

Trade  and  Commkrce. 

China,  British  Trade  in,  8.,  June  9,  785. 
Russia — United  States,  France,  and  Ger- 
man Activity— British  Commercial  In- 
terests, etc. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  12,  893. 
United    States  Treaties — Most-favoured 
Nation  Clause. 
Q.  Col.  Mi'.ward;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  9,  763. 

Tradesmen's  Cabt  and  Van  Licences. 

Q.  Mr.  Giles;  A.  Mr.  Hanhury,  June  9, 
776. 


Tramways, 
Titles. 


Bills  relating  to,  see  their 


Tbamways  Act — Cavan  Ratepayers. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Faxrell;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  19,  1492. 


Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  [No. 
Bill. 

1.  2b.",  June  2,  163. 
com.*,  June  16,  1319. 
Rep.*,  June  19,  1466. 
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Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  [No.  2] 
Bill. 

L  2b.*,  June  6,  413. 
com.*,  June  13,  995. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  [No.  3] 
Bill. 

L  2b.*,  June  2,  163. 
com.*,  June  9,  762. 

Transvaal. 

Anti-British  Propaganda  in  Cape  Colony. 
Qs.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett,   Mr.  S. 
MacNeill;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
June  15,  1182. 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  16,  1338. 
App'.ebe,  Mrs.,  Murder  of. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Johnston;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  19,  1484. 
Boers  in  Natal,  alleged  arming. 
Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  13,  1061. 
Edgar,  Mr.,  Murder  of— Compensation  to 
Widow. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffith;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  2,  182. 
Q.  Mr.  Duncombe;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  19, 1484. 
Jameson  Raid  Indemnity — Correspondence 

presented,  June  8,  596,  625. 
Oath   of  Allegiance— Naturalisation  of 
British  Subjects.  .  „ 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  16,  1337. 
Rhodes,  Mr.,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  15,  1182. 
Uitlanders'  Grievances. 
Qs.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  C.  P. 
Scott,   Mr.   MacNeill;   As.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  13,  1061. 
Bloemfontein  Conference,  Failure  of. 
Q.  Earl  of  Camperdown ;  A.  Earl  of 

Selborne,  June  8,  59V. 
Qs.  Mr.  Drage,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Stan- 
hope, Mr.  C.  P.  Scott,  Mr.  Maclean  ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  June  8, 
636. 

Q.  Mr.  Gallowav  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, June  12,*907. 
Milner's,   Sir  A.,  Message,   Delay  in 
Despatch,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Griffith,  Mr.  Labouchere ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  June  13, 
1059. 

Papers  presented,  June  13,  996,  1056. 
Petition  Signatures,  Payment  for,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  5,  304. 
War,  Declaration  of,  previous  to  Jameson 
Raid. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  19,  1485. 

Transvaal  Mortgage  Loan  and  Finance 
Company  Bill. 

!.  Rep.,  June  6,  410 
3r.*,  June  12,  878. 
c.  In.*,  June  13,  1065. 

Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension  Bill. 

1.  com.*,  June  9,  754;  June  12,  888. 
|         Rep.*,  June  16,  l32q.byCj, 
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Trawling. 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  —  Destruction  of 
Fishing  Gear,  alleged. 

Q.  Mr.  Fenwick;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
June  8,  636. 
Steam  Trawling  off  Howth — Compensation 
to  Fishermen. 
Qs.  Mr.  Clancy  ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  16,  1360 ;  June  19,  1500. 

Treasury. 

Premier — Marquess  of  Salisbury. 
First  Lord— Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
Joint  Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 
Walrond. 

Financial  Secretary— Rt.  Hon.  R.  W. 
Hanbury. 

Treaty  Series  Presented. 

June  2,  163.  171 ;  June  6,  435 ;  June  8, 
596 :  June  9.  761 :  June  12,  880. 

[For  Names  of  Countries  such  as  Japan, 
etc.,  see  their  Names.] 

Trkvklyan.  Mr.  C.  P.  [York.  W.R..  Elland]. 

Berkhampstead  National  Schools — Attend- 
ance of  Children  at  Church  on  Ascension 
Day.  June  16,  1347. 

Sutton  Barrack  Schools— Children  begging 
on  Derby  Day.  .June  2.  247. 

Tripoli— Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Tritton,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Lambeth.  Norwood]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing] 
"Bill.  2r.,  June  7.  543.  556. 

Trout-fishing  Annual  Close  Time  [Scot- 
land] Bill. 

c.  2r.,  June  12,  989. 

Petitions,  .Time  2,  175 ;  June  12,  892,  1091. 

Truster  Savings  Banks — Balance-sheet  pre- 
sented, June  2,  164,  170;  June  5,  291. 

Trustee  Savings  Bank  Bill. 

c.  1r.#,  June  2,  172. 

Tuberculosis  —  Recommendations    of  Royal 

Commission. 
Petition,  June  9,  760. 

Tully,  Mr.  J.  [Leitrim,  S.]. 

Clerks  of  Irish  Unions  checking  Rate  Col- 
lectors' Accounts —Extra  Remuneration, 

June  15.  1197. 
Cork    Council    Contracts — Disqualification 

of  Shareholder  as  Councillor.  June  8, 652. 
Leitrim,  Agriculture  Grants.  June  5,  305. 
Local  Government  [Ireland],  Orders  and 

Rules,   Difficulty  in  Obtaining  Copies, 
June  6,  439. 
Lough  Rynn  Letter  Deliveries,  Complaint, 

June  13.  1068. 
National  School  Teachers  as  Guardians — 

Case  of  Mr,  Kenny,  June  6,  304.    .  . 
Petroleum  Bill.  June  9,  770. 
Rating  System  in  Ireland,  New  System — ■ 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Agreements,  June 

9,  768. 

Roscommon  Agricultural  Grant.  June  5, 
305 ;  June  a,  652  ;  June  13,  1077. 

Tunis— Trade  Report  presented,  June  2,  163. 
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Turco -Servian  Frontier,  Fighting  on. 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick.  June 
19,  1483. 

Turkey. 

Armenia,  see  that  Title. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68 ;  -lone 
8,  596. 

Turkish  Loan  1885,  Papers  Relating  to. 
Qs.  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Pierpoint;   As.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  13.  1064 ;  June  15.  1179. 

Tyrone. 

County  Council  Rate  Collector — Appoint- 
ment of  W.  M.  Farland. 
Q.   Mr.   Hemphill  ;   A.   Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  19,  14%. 
Fintona  Sunday  Mails. 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1488. 

Uitlanders'  Grievances,  see  Transvaal. 

Ulster. 

National  School  Teachers. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1070. 

Undersized  Fish  Bill. 
c.  Ih.,  June  8,  661. 

Union  Workhouses,  see  Workhouses. 

United  Irish  League — M'Hale  v.  Sullivan, 
Debate  [1.],  June  12,  880. 

United  States. 

Anglo-American  Commission,  see  that  Title. 
Commercial  Education,  Report  presented, 

June  15.  1168. 
Commercial  Treaties— Most  favoured 
Nation  Clause. 

Q.  Col.  Mil  ward ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  9,  763. 
Crimping — Blood-monev. 
Q.  Col.  Denny ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
12,894. 
Irish  Emigration. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  8.  649. 
Mail  Service — Return. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
6.  437. 

Scottish  Herring  Markets.   Reports  pre- 
Hented.  June  15.  1167,  1175. 

Universities. 

London  University  and  the  Imperial  Insti- 
tute, see  Imperial  Institute. 
Scottish — Number  of  Students. 
Q.  Mr.  Crombie ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  12.  896. 

Ure,  Mr.  A.  [Linlithgow]. 

Private  Legislation   Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  926.  . 

Uxbridge  and  Bickmansworth  Railway 

1.  2r.*.  June  8,  595. 

Vaccination. 

Acts  1867  to  1898— LegUUtfion,  Petition. 
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Vaccination— cont. 

Compulsory  Vaccination. 
Abolition  of,  Petition,  June  2,  165. 
Petition  for  Repeal  of  Acts,  June  9.  764, 
761,  892.  ,  ,OJ 

Conscience  Clause,  S.,  June  2,  194,  197, 

199. 

Enforcement  of  the  Law— Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Action,  S.,  June  2,  216, 
216,  217. 

Increase  of  Vaccination,  since  Passing  Act 

of  1898,  S.,  June  2,  198,  201.  208,  215. 
Officers,  Position  of,  S.,  June  2,  188,  189, 

193.  202,  206,  210.  213. 
Promotion  of— Circulation  of  Literature  of 

Jenner  Society,  S.,  June  2,  191,  193, 

199 

Prosecutions,  8.,  June  2, 188, 189, 193, 200, 

202.  204.  206,  218. 
Reading  Public  Vaccinator— Remuneration. 
Q.  Mr.  Palmer;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  June 
16,  1349. 

Vagrancy,  Increase  of. 

0.  Mr.  Drage,  June  2,  246. 

Vale  of  Glamorgan  Railway  Bill. 

1.  Roy  an  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Valparaiso  and  District— Trade  Report  pre- 
sented, June  15,  1168. 

Valuation  Acts,  Ireland — Revised  Valua- 
tions. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Bariy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

June  16,  1352. 
[See  also  Land  Commission.] 

Vehicle  Licences  —  Tradesmen's  Carts  and 
Vans. 

Q.  Mr.  Giles;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
9,  776. 

Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H.  [Sheffield.Central]. 

Commercial  Education,  June  1,  80. 

Russian  Empire,  Trade  in,  British  In- 
terests— United  States,  Prance  and  Ger- 
man Activity,  June  12,  893. 

Sugar  Bounties,  Abolition  of,  Proposed, 
June  9,  763. 

Volunteer  Officers,  Training,  June  1,  79. 

Volunteers,  Metroprolitan,  Review,  Accom- 
modation for  Members,  June  8,  656. 

Vivisection. 

Experiments  on  Living  Animals — Return 

ordered  [Mr.  Collings],  June  8,  626 — 

presented,  748. 
Petition  for  Prohibition,  June  13,  1056. 

Voluntary  Schools — Petition  for  Alteration 
of  Law,  June  13,  1055. 

Voluntary  Schools  Associations. 
Return  presented,  June  6,  434. 

Volunteers. 

Officers,  Training,  with  Regiments  near 
civil  duties. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  1,  79, 

5? 


Volunteers— cont. 

Review,  Metropolitan  Volunteers-^Accom- 
modation  for  Members. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent;    A.  Mr.  Akers 

Douglas,  June  8,  656. 
Q.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, June  19,  1481. 

Waima  Incident. 

Compensation  Claims,  S.,  June  9,  780,784, 
812,  823,  839,  845,  863,  872. 

Wakefield  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  431. 
Wales. 

Bills  relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 

Carmarthen,  see  that  Title. 

Intermediate  Education  Act  —  Onanty 
Commissioners'  Proceedings,  Report  pre- 
sented, June  14,  1091 ;  June  15,  1168. 

Walker  and  Wallaend  Union  Gas  [Electric 
Lighting]  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*.,  June  9,  758. 
con.*,  June  19,  1476. 
Wallace,  Mr.  R.  [Edinburgh,  E.]. 

Soudan  Campaign— Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, June  5,  398— [Sudden  Death  of 
Mr.  Wallace,  see  Note  on  page  400]. 

Wallace,  Mr.  R.  [Perth]. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  934,  945;  June  19, 

1543-  ,      ,„  i-.jm 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.,  June  14,  1141, 

1148,  1149.  • 

Wallasey  Tramways  and  Improvements 
Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Walton,  Mr.  J.  [York,  W.R.,  Barosley]. 

China,  Affairs  of— Anglo-Russian  Agree- 
ment, etc.,  June  9,  828. 

Walton-on-Tnames  and  Weybridge  Gas 
Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

War  Office. 

Secretary  of  State — Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe. 

Under-Secretary— Mr.  Wyndham. 
Financial  Secretary —Mr.  J.  P.  Williams. 

W  arner,  Mr.  T.  C.  T.  I  Stafford,  Lichfield]. 
Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

2r.,  June  7,  551. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2r.,  June  7,  578. 
Washhouses. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Waste    Land    Ordinances,  Ckylon— See 
Ceylon. 

Water  Companies— See  Metropolitan  Water 
Companies. 

Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill. 

1.  com.*,  June  1,  67;  June  13,  994. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1167. 
3r.*,  June  16,  1318. 

c.  la.*,  June  19,  1478.    C t^^n\o 
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Watkr-tcbe  Boilers  on  H.M.  Snirs. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
June  8,  633. 

Watkrford   Steamship   Co. — Glin  District 
School — Conveyance  of  Children. 
Q.  Mr.  Austin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  12,  902. 

Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway 
Bill. 

c.  2e.*,  May  31,  3. 

County  Councils,  Petitions,  Order  for 
presentation,  etc.,  June  5,  295;  June 
6,  431. 

Watermen's    and    Lightermen's  Acts 
Amendment  Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  June  13,  994. 

Webster,  Mr.  R.  G.  [St.  Pancras,  E.]. 

Guernsey  Militia — Insubordination,  June 
19,  1481. 

London  Government  Bill,  Con..  June  6. 498. 
Women,  Qualification  of,  June  13,  1085. 

"  Parliamentary  Debates,"  delay  in  publica- 
tion, June  5,  303. 

Websteb,  Sir  R.  E.,  Attorney -General  [Isle  of 
Wight]. 

London  Government  Bill,  Con.,  June  6, 

498,  500,  513,  516.  518. 
Parliamentary  Deposits  Bill,  June  5,  306. 

Wedderbubn,  Sir  W.  [Banffshire]. 

Bombay,  Civil  and  Criminal  Appeals  in 

Political  Courts— Return,  June  15,  1178. 
Franchise  in  French  Possessions  in  India, 

June  15,  1177. 
Legal  Education  in  India.  Control  by  Private 

Institutions.  June  8.  641. 
Pasteur   Institute,    India  —  Government 

Grant,  etc..  proposed.  June  8,  643. 
Seoondarv  Education.  Scotland,  etc.,  June 

16,  1419. 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.  [Ross  and  Cromarty]. 

Colonial  Loams  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8, 
745,  746. 

Education.  Scotland.  June  16,  1442. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E.  [Taunton]. 

Pest  Office  Officials — Employment  of  old 
Non-commissioned  Officers,  etc.,  June  1, 
127. 

Postal  Deliveries  in  Dorsetshire,  June  5, 
302. 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  June  5.  293. 
1.  1r.»,  June  9.  751. 

2r.*,  June  19.  1454. 

3r.\  Juno  8.  624. 

West  Highland  Railway  Bill. 

1.  Commons  Amendts.,  June  12,  878. 

West  Indies. 

Fruit  Steamers — Commencement  of  Service. 
Q.  Mr.  Lawrence;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  6.  441. 
Rum,  Local  Duties— Return. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
Iain.  June  6.  441. 
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West  Middlesex  Water  Bill. 

1.  2r.*.  June  8,  594. 

Weston-super-Mare,  Clevedon,  and  Ports- 
head  Tramways  Company  [Light  Rail- 
way Extension]  Bill. 

1.  3r.*,  June  2,  162. 
c.  1r.',  June  6,  326. 
2r.,  June  14,  1089. 

Westport — Urban  Sanitary  Authority  Com- 
missioners' Petition. 

Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  13,  1074. 

Wetherby  District  Water  BilL 

1.  com.*,  June  12,  878. 
Rep.#,  June  19,  1453. 

WniTE  Lead  Factories. 

Rules  presented,  June  1,  70,  79. 

Whitehaven  Corporation  Bill. 

I.  3r.*,  June  2,  162. 
c  1r.*,  June  5,  326. 
2r.»,  June  14,  1089. 

Whitelby,  Mr.  G.  [Stockport]. 

Half-timers,  Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  8,  15,  24,  38.  42,  48,  51, 
52,  59.  com.,  June  7,  542 ;  3r.,  June  14, 
1097,  1105,  1112. 

Whiteley.  Mr.  H.  [Ashton-under-Lyne]. 

Half-timers,  Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  54. 

Whitmore,  Mr.  [Chelsea]. 

London  Water  [Purchase]  Bill,  2r.,  June  1, 
74. 

Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours  BilL 

c.  2r.",  June  6,  431. 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Notts,  Mansfield]. 

Business  of  the  House,  Precedence  of 
Government  Business,  June  19,  1520. 

Divine  Service  at  Ordnance  Factory  Chapels 
—Ritualistic  Practices,  June  12,  899. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8, 
699.  701.  702. 

Women,  Qualification  of,  June  6,  474. 

Williams,  Mi..  J.  P. — Financial  Secretary  to 

the  War  Office  [Birmingham,  S.]. 
Cork  Military  District — Stores  Contracts 

Complaints,  June  19,  1483. 
Deniston,  J.,  Case  of,  June  19,  1482. 
Guards — Losses  of  Stores,  Claim,  June 

19,  1481. 

Guernsey  Militia — Insubordination,  June 
19,  1481. 

Metropolitan  Volunteer  Review — Ac- 
commodation for  Members,  June  19, 
1482. 

Salisbury  Plain.  Rentals  of  Property- 
Return,  June  6.  442;  June  13,  1059. 

Woolwich  Arsenal— Dismissal  of  Men, 
etc.,  June  15,  1176. 

Wilson,  Mr.  C.  H.  [Hull,  W.]. 

Customs  Boatmen's  Grievances,  June  1. 
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Wilson,  Mb.  H.  F.  [York,  W.  R.,  Holmsfirth].  WoMKN-flcm*. 
Soudan  Campaign— Thanks  to  the  Forces, 
June  8,  686. 

Wilson,  Mb.  J.  [Durham,  Mid.]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  23. 

Wilson,  Mb.  J.  H.  [Middlesbrough]. 

Customs  Boatmen,  Pay,  etc.,  June  1,  152. 
Merchant  Vessels,  Navigation  of— Case  of 

as.  Pinner's  Point,  June  12,  896. 
Seamen. 

Accommodation  on  P.   and  O.  onips, 

etc.,  June  2,  282,  286. 
Wages  of,  June  2,  285. 

Winchester,  Bishop  or. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill,  2b,  June  6, 
422. 
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Winding-up  of  Companies. 

Returned  Ordered  [Mr.  C.  McArthur],  June 
13,  1067. 

Window-Cl  waning  Accidents. 

Deaths  from,  Return  Ordered  [Mr.  Col- 
lings],  June  2,  171. 

Wine  Duties,  Incbease. 

Correspondence  presented,  May   31,  7; 

June  1,  68. 
Revenue  derived  from. 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert;   A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  June  13,  1068. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment 
Bill. 

c.  2b.,  June  7,  567. 

Wishaw  Water  Bill. 

c.  2b.',  June  5,  296. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 

Withington    Urban    District  Council 
[Tramways]  Bill 

1.  3b.',  June  2,  162. 
c.  1b.',  June  5,  326. 
2b.,  June  14,  1089. 

Woking  Water  and  Ga 

c.  Con.*,  June  5,  293. 

3b.*,  June  8,  624. 
1.  IB.*,  June  9,  751. 

2b.*,  June  16,  1317. 

Wolverhampton  Tramways  Bill. 

1.  Com.*,  June  8,  593. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1317. 

Women. 

Barristers— Miss  Sorabji's  Application. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  8,  641. 
County     Councillors     [Qualification  of 

Women]  [Scotland]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Parliamentary  Franchise,  Petition,  June  9, 

760 
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Qualification  as  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
— London  Government  Bill,  Mr.  Court- 
ney's New  Clause,  June  6,  464 ;  Mr. 
Elliot's  Amefidt.  to  re-com.,  June  13,  1078. 

Woodhouse   and   Conisbrough  Railway 
[Abandonment]  Bill 

c.  Lords  Amendmts.,  May  31,  1. 
1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  410. 

Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Dismissal  of  Men,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams, June  15,  1176. 

Worcestershire  County  Council  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  16,  1331. 

Wobkhouses. 

Ireland— Clerks  of  Unions  checking  Rate 
Collectors'  Accounts— Extra  Remunera- 
tion. 

Q.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1197. 
Religious  Ministration,  S.,  June  2,  267, 
273,  274,  278. 

Workington  Corporation  Water  Bill 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  June  13,  993. 

Workmen's    Compensation    Act  [1897] 
Amendment  Bill. 

Petition,  June  6,  433. 

Workmen's  Houses  Tenure  Bill. 

Petition,  Juno  14,  1091. 

Workmen's  Trains. 

Cheap  Trains  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Return  Ordered  [Mr.  Woods],  June  8U626. 

Wobtley,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  S.  [Sheffield,  Hal- 
lam]. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  926,  982;  June 
19,  1637, 1559. 

Wtlie,  Mb.  A.  [Dumbartonshire]. 

Half-timers — Education  oi>  Children  Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  16. 
Indian    Sugar  Duties — Tariff  Act  1899, 

June  15, 1275. 

Wtndham,  Mb.  G.— Under  Secretary  for  War 
[Dover]. 

Aldershot. 
Bathing  Fatality,  June  8,  640. 
Sewage  Farm — Inspector's  Report, 

June  2,  177. 
Strength  of  Troops  on  Queen's  Birth- 
day Parade,  June  12,  899. 
Divine  Service  at  Enfield  Ordnance  Fac- 
tory    Cliapel  —Ritualistic  Practices, 
June  12,  898. 
Dum-Dum   Bullet.    Issue   to    troops  in 
India,  June  5.  302. 
Ladysmith  Barracks,  Insanitary  condi- 
tion of.  June  9,  771. 
Longford  Militia  headquarters,  removal 
to  Mullingar.  June  13,  1058. 
Lynch's,  E-,  Pension,  June  16,  1334. 
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Wyndham,  Mr.  G  coni. 

Mountain  Artillery  Officers— Armament 
Pay,  June  16,  1176. 

Mountain     and     Garrison  Artillery — 
Officers'  Right  of  Fall,  June  16,  1354. 

Netheravon  House— Non'Oecupation  by 
War  Office,  June  6,  442. 

Patriotic  Fund— Case  of  Mrs.  Lewis. 
June  8,  632. 

Prisons,     Inspector-General's  Report — 
June  8,  640. 

Punjaub  War  and  Tirah  Campaign— Dis- 
tribution of  Medals,  June  1,  81. 

Queen's  Birthday  Celebrations  at  South- 
sea — Cancelling  Parade,  June  2,  181. 

Recruits'  Bread  Rations,  June  16,  1334. 

Volunteer  Officers,  Training  with  Regi- 
ments'near  civil  duties,  June  1",  79. 

Youghal    Rifle    Range,   Repairs,  etc., 
June  9,  771. 
Yang-tsze  Valley,  see  China. 
Yebbttbgh,  Mb.  R.  A.  [Chester]. 
China,  Affairs  of,  June  9,  859. 
Waima   Incident,  Compensation  Claims, 

June  9,  863. 

Yokohama  and  District.— Trade  Report  pre- 
sented, June  19,  1456. 

Yorke  Estate  Bill. 

1.  Rep.#,  June  8,  594. 

3b.  ,  June  13,  994. 
c.  Is.*.  June  15,  1175. 

2b.  June  19,  1474. 


Yorkshire  [YVbbt  Riding]. 

Charities,  Return  presented,  June  8,  626. 
Osgoldcross,  New  Writ  for.  June  19, 1474. 

YotoHAL  RiflR  RaNOB— -Repairs,  etc 

Q.  Capt.  Donelani  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  9,  771. 

Yotmo,  Mb.  8.  [Cavan,  £.]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

2b.,  June  7,  556,  557. 
Land  Commission  [Ireland]. 
Bailieborough     Commissioners'  Judg- 
ments, June  8,  647. 
Valuation— Fixing  of  Fair  Rents,  etc. 
June  8.  647  ;  June  15,  1195. 
Land  Purchase  Acts,  Ireland,  Delay  in 
carrying  out,  June  8,  650. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill. 

1.  1b.#,  June  12,  889. 

Yoxall,  Mb.  [Nottingham,  W.]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com..  May  31,  36;  3b.,  June  14,  1111, 
1112. 

Post  Office— Clerks'  Salaries,  June  6,  437. 

Zanzibab. 

Slavery  in,  S.,  June  9,  872. 
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